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Command Chronology 1 June to 30 June 1968 )
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PART I

ORG.NIZATIONAL DATA

1. SQUADEON STLFF

L

Commanding Officer Mgjor W. H. SHAUEL Jr. 1-30 June
Executive Officer Major E. A. HOUSE 1-30 June
jdministrative Officer ‘Captain G, W. RUSSELL Jr. 1-30 June
Operations Officer Captain Ce S« CHAMPION - 1-30 June
Intelligence Officer Captain . BE. BELL 1-30 Jme
Logistics Officer Captain G. G. ATMSTRONG 1-30 June

Maintenance Officer 1stlLt. J. H. GALBLRICK 1-30 June
@ : wumnw
a. Throughout the reporting period, HMM-362 functioned as a helicop-
ter support squadron assigned to Marine Aireraft Group 15 (LZIN), under
the operational control of CTG 79.L SLF uin,
b, HMM-362 was located aboard the USS Princeton, LPH-5, 1~30 June 1968,

3. AVIAGE MONTHLY ST:ENGTH

vsie - Uy
OFF AL OFF FNL
B S T 5 _
ks IMPOLTNT VISITOLS UN@[LAS@“HE@J p
NONE

. ENGOSW:E (1)
. SECRET (NOFOLN) 2
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NAVLATIVE SUMRY

During the reporting period 1-30 June 1968, Hill=362 operating aboard
the USS Princeton, LPH~5, was under the operational control of CTG 79sL,
SLF P40 with the exception of 1 June 1968 during which, Hiil-362 located .
at Phw Sai wes under the operational control of MaG-36. The primary ac+
tivities during this period were day and night medevac standby, combat
resupply, and administrative and loglstic missions.

During this period, HI4-362 supplied eight aircraft per day to augment
First larine Aircraft Wing in the Northern I (orps irea. In addition, four
aircraft were provided to SLF "A" daily, to meet their requirements, The
aircraft sent to lst MAW were fragged as Oommand spd Control birds for the
Third, Ninth and Fourth Marine Regiments in the Dong Ha and Khe Sanh area,
performing a variety of utility taskss

Although limited due to a lack of pilots, the squadron met its daily
comittments of 1l aireraft and crews and when the need arose supplied
additional aireraft and crews. The average pilot time for the month was
101.6 hours with the high time of 11i2,0 hourse
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PART IT1

SEQUANTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

2 June » W1iH362 loaded aboard USS Princeton to continue operations for
G T9.h, SLF vat.

3 Jene = Hi4-362, while simultaneously providing four aireraft to augment

' 1st MAW and four aircraft for administrative/liaison missions
for the SLF, successfully backloaded ELT 2/L Rear. Two aircraft
avgmenting 1st MiW tock heavy automatic weapons fire in the Khe
Sanh area, no hits and no casualties.

i June - One aircraft of HMNM-362 experienced an engine failure and ano-
ther a transmission failure. Both aircraft were left at Dong

Ha and the crews returned to the ship.

5 June - One aircraft of HMM-362 was lost when it had an engine failure
over the water. The pilot autototated to within 200 yards of
shore and the crew members exited without injury., The aircraft
was a strike, '

. 11 June - While on a medevac mission in the Khe Sanh area, one aircraft
from HMI-362 was repeatedly forced out by enemy fire, The pi-
lot finally managed to maneuver into the zone and enplane the
medevacs. The aircraft was then forced out of the zone by en=-
emy fire, but the mission was successfully completed and no
damage or injuries were incurred,

14 June = Two aircraft from HiM-362 landed at Khe Sanh and encountered
heavy mortar and rocket attack. Both aircraft lifted from Khe
Sanh with negative hits.

15 June = One aircraft of HMM=362 while attempting a medevac pickup at
D 156638 where forced out of the zone three times by enemy
artillery. On the fourth landing the medevacs were successful-
ly lifted from the zone.

16 June ~ One aircraft of H'M-362 experienced an engine failure in Danang
area while taking off, All personnel aboard escaped without
injury.

18 June - One aircraft of HiM-362 while leaving a zone at XD 973470 re~
ceived heavy .50 caliber fire taking three hits, The gunners
were unable to return fire due to the disposition of friendly
troops and not being able to pinpoint the enemy position,

. 22 June = Alreraft of HMM-362 received mortar fire while in the zone at

ANCLOSURE (1 L
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XD 966L66. No hits nor inj uries resulted.
25 June = Alrcraft of HMM-362 made numerous fire reports all involving are
tillery, rockets and mortars, 4ll incidents were in the Khe Sanh

area and the surrounding zoness. In addition several airbursts
were reported. No hits nor injuries were reported.

26 June ~ One aircraft of HMM-362 discovered one hit from small arms fire
at completion of the hop, Souwrce unknown.

' 5 FNCLOSURE il) '
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"PART IV

OPuRATIONAL STATISTICS
' PORTRESS ATTACK IIT

1. FuIGHT DiTa 1=30_Jun 68 ~  NAPOLEON/SALINGS/SCONLND II
FIIGHT HUULS ‘ . 1,960.7 - . 920.9
G MIES 45890.0 1,280 .
6,052 2,236
S OF C4RGO 120.9 ’ 9943
NiELsV..08 787 o 252
Y ASUALTLES : 0 ‘ 0
GHIPBUAKD LuNDINGS (D4Y) 1,015 623
SZTPBOuD LANDINGS (NIGHT) 11 : 0
ENCLOSURE (1)
-‘ SR 6
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MARINE MEDIUM HFLICOPTER SQUADRON 362
Marine Aireraft Group 15 (REIN)
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, MMFPac
FPO San Francisco 96602

3:JGB:grk
0316068
3480
8 June 1968
ing Officer X
To: Commander, Task Group 79k g
T
Subj: ifter fetion Report, Operation Fortress Attack II/Napoleon/Saline; 55:’
submission of (U) )
Ref: (a) Annex "J" to CTG 79.L4 Operation Plan 1204-68
Encl: ‘/(1) Chronology of Significant Events ~
{7(2) Analysis of Helicopter Operations _ NS
(3) statistics for Operation Fortress Attack II/Napoleon/Saline §§’
l. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (3) are sub= :
mittedes Ny
‘%SJ
2. This letter may be downgraded to "WUNCLASSIFIED" upon remnoval of ene oy
closures (1) through (3). S
) L. =
/ ,,.-':!f’ E o, ' Py
W. H.. SHAUER Jr. , 3
@
&
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INDEX
CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
ANALYSIS OF HELICOPTER OPERATIONS

STATISTICS FCR OP#RATION FORTRESS ATTACK II/
NAPOLFON/SALINE .
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICLNT EVINTS

15 Apr 1968

HMM~362 OpCon to CTG 79.4 as of 1200H. The squadron completed its on
load to the LPH~2.

16 apr 1968

One administrative and four logistic and resupply missions were cof-
pleteds In addition, thirty squadron pilots were day carrier qualified
and elght night carrier qualified.

17 Apr 1968

Five command control, logistic and administrative missions were com-
pleted. Day and night carrier qualifications continued,

18 4pr 1968

Seven command and control, logistic and administrative missions were
completed. Day and night carrier qualifications were completed.

19 fpr 1968

Six command and control, logistic, and administrative missions were
Comletedc

20 ipr 1968

Eight command and control, logistic, and administrative missions were
completed with one night medevac mission also accomplished.

21 /pr 1968

Eight command and control, logistic, and administrative missions were
completeds

22_ipr 1968

Six command and control, logistic and administrative missions were
completed along with three battleficld medevacse

23 Apr 1968

Eleven comand and control, logistic and administrative missions were
completed along with three battlefield medevacs.
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2l apr 1968

Nine command and control, logistic, and administrative missions were
completed,

25 Apr 1968

Ten command and control, logistic, and administrative were completed.
One mission was aborted due to aircraft down., One mission recicved small
armg fire with no hitse

Eight command and control, logistic, and administrative missions were
completeds

27_fpr 1968

Seven comand and control, logistics, and administrative missions were
. completed along with scven medevacs.

28 ipr 1968

Eight command and control, logistic, and administrative missions were
completed. Four medevac missions were completed on this night totaling
fourteen medevacs, eight of which were anergency catagory. During one
of these missions, one night medevac aircraft was hit by automatic small
arms and mortar fire in the zone, resulting in all four crcwmen wounded,
The pilot was wounded scriously losing his left eye, Despite the wounds
and an extensively damaged aircraft, four medevacs (one emergency) were
moved to a securc area to be evacuated by the wingman, One other fire
incident (airburst) was obscrved during the day.

29 ipr 1968

Ten command and control, logistics, and administrative, and medevac
missions were completeds One aircraft received one hit from emall arms
fire.

30 Apr 1968

: Six comnand and control, logistics, and administrative misgsions were
completeds Eirht fire incidents occured involving two aircraft.e The fire
was small arms fire and mortars, aircraft received no hitse

2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Only ocne administrative migsion and one command and control mission
was completed, .11 other missions were diverted to medevac missiong in
BT 2/4's operational area. i total of eighty three personnel were mede-

vaced, Three incidents of mortar and small arms fire with no hits were
reported.

2 May 1968

Fifteen medevac and emergency resupply missions were completeds A
total of one hundred thirty two personnel were medevaced. 4t 1800H, an
emergency resupply and combat troop reinforcement mission cormoneed and
was completed at 0200H,

3 Mav 1968

Nine command and control, logistic and administrative missions were
completeds During this period sixty six personnel were medevaceds TwO
incidents of small arms and mortar fire were reported with no hits,

L May 1968

Eight command and control, logistic, administrative, and medevac
misgions were completed. Forty four were accomplished. Two alrcraft
were assigned to support the lst MAW, these aircraft flew L.9 hours.

5 May 1968

Four command and control, logistic, administrative, and medevac mige=
sionsg were accomplished, Medevacs totaled thirty personnels Support for
1st MAW continued with three alrcraft, These aircraft flew 1hs3 hours,

6 May 1968

Six command and control, logistic, administrative and medevac missions
were accomplished with twelve personnegl medevaceds

1 May 1968

Ten commend =nd control, logistic, and administrative missions were
accomplisheds

8 May 1968

Eisht administrative, logistic, and command and control missions were
accomplisheds One aircraft was damaged by small arms fire enroute to Phu
Bai Air Bases

3 F_NgiURE (1) |
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9 May 1968

gix administrative, logistic, and command and control missions were
ac§omplished. Support for lst MAW continued with four aircraft, flying
3. hourS.

10 May 1968

Nine administrative, logistic, and command and control migsions were
accomplisghed, 81x aircraft supported lst MAW commitiments Flying 39.1
hours.

11 May 1968

Bight administrative, logistic, command and control and medevac mig-
siong were accomplished. Six alrcraft were sent to lst MAW for working
birds as reguested. Two of these aircraft were sent back due to the lack
of migsions, The ranaining four aireraft flew 23.2 hours.

12 May 1968

Seven administrative, logistic, command and control and medevac mis~
sions were accomplished. Six aircraft were sent to Quang Tri for lst MAW
flying 3243 hours in support of Division units.

13 May 1968

Seven administrative, logistic, command and control, and medevac mis-
siong were accomplished. Four aircraft were sent to lst MAW as working
birds, flying 16.7 hours. M-I experienced engine failure and was left
at YD 280665. YL-8 experienced engine failure lifting from the USS Sanc-
tuarys Pilot ditched in water at 10723.7E, 1651<7N., All personnel were
rescued except the gunner who perished. YL-10 received a mortar round at
YD 062543, The pilot flew the airecraft to YD 115555 where he was forced
to lands The wingman picked up all four crewmembers. Three of the crew
were wounded and were medevaced, ~

1l May 1968

Five administrative, logistic, command and control and medevac mis-—
sions were accomplished, Two aircraft supported lst MAW, flying 9.l hours.
Two aircraft shutdown at YD 2LL588 received artillery and rocketss They
turned up and left the zone while still under fire.

15 May 1968

Seven administrative, ldgistic, command and control and medevac mige=
sions were accomplished, Six aircraft were sent to Quang Tri to support

L EVCLOSURE (1)
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1st MAW. Only two were utilized in the morning. Those aireraft flew
21. 8 hOLII‘s- - !

16 May 1968
Six administrative, logistic, command and control and medevac missions

were accomplishede RLT 2/ rear was offloaded to Dong Ha. Advance Party
and five aircraft sent to USS Princeton,

18 May 1968

Squadron offloaded to Phu Ba; to operate under MAG-36, lst MAW, tam-
porarily, while the ARG CTG Té.l4 proceeded to Subic for upkeepe
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AVALYSIS OF HELIMPTER OPERATIONS

le Gaueral

Helicopter operations were conducted from the USS Iwo Jima (LPH~2)
during operation Fortress Attack II/Napoleon/Saline IT.

2« Helicopter Utiligation

ae The overall utilization of helicopters was very goods Some

difficulties were exparienced when HDC would switch missions on sections
who were still working previously briefed missions. Also at times sec—
tions were unneccesarily split by HDC. The augmentation of aircraf't to
lst MAW for support were not most effectively utilized in all ingtances.
Occasionally the SLF "A" aircraft provided to the lst MAW were not used
for half the day and sometimes not at all, When used, and proceeding on
a mission, the pilots often found two other aircraft already there work-
ings This was due to a lack of organization and control ashores

be. LPH-2 Sguadron Relations

Relations between the LPH~2 and the squadron were conducted in a
highly professional and effective manner and were mutually satisfying
during this period. Those problams encountered were met by a joint effort
on the part of HDC and the squadron to correct them,

ce Communication and Coordination

communications and coordination between the SLF, BLT and sguadron
were excellent. Very few difficulties were experienced. Between the LPH
and the squadron however, some communication and control difficulties
were encountered. UHF radio communications between the squadron aircraft
and the ship was severely limited by the imposition OOMSEC with the re-
sult that oftem the pilots were not sure of mission reqirements, Flights
occasionally would return to the ship still on a mission and be diverted
to another mission by means of a slip of paper without being completely
briefed as to mission requirements, This procedure did not permit
pilots to adjust fuel load, or aircraft with mission limitations in
order to accomplish the mission. Section integrity was violated by
directions from HDC without regard to prebriefed mission or aireraft
limitations. Additionally, these changes were not always Passed to
the squadron operations section with the resuld that the squadron
many times did not know at all times what missions its aircraft were
Performing.

ce Operations of HELT 2/ Logistic Support Area. These personnel
ware outstanding in thelr work and utlization of aircraft available
to thems ‘They moved the maximum amount of cargo/personnel as expedi-
tiously as pogsible every time we worked with them.

1 —
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3. Conclusions

a. Alrcraft provided to lst AW must be utilized properly and
positively controlled by the appropriate DASC. The frag should be
provided to the SLF with a complete brief to include frequency, call
sign, location, nature of migsion and any other available information.

be The ship must coordinate with the squadron when changing missions
aireraft, and diverting sections. Section of aireraft should not be
split without regard to aircraft limitations and current mission statuse

ce The aircraft should be loaded as the pilot specifies, when
carrying internal loads, since the amount of cargo he oan handle will increase
with each trip till he refuels.
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| STATISTICS FOR OPERATION
FORTHESS ATTACK II/NAPOLBRN/SALINE II

TONS
DATE SORTIES PAX CARGO MEDEVAC HOURS.
15 Apr 1968 ol 19 0.5 0 2042
17 Apr 1968 205 69 2,0 0 53.8
18 Apr 1968 172 136 - 5.5 3 L9.0
19 Apr 1968 132 135 L0 0 L0
20 Apr 1968 107 159 Sel N 3%1
21 Apr 1968 88 129 3.0 0 2949
22 spr 1968 L5 93 0.5 3 233
23 Apr 1968 129 164 3.l 3 L7.4
2l Apr 1968 112 121 2.7 0 39.4
25 Apr 1968 143 125 6,1 b4 LO.1
26 Apr 1968 155 7 3e7 1 Lée9
27 Apr 1568 166 149 13.5 7 35.5
28 spr 1968 152 199 2.8 22 h5.2
29 Apr 1968 136 172 L0 3 45,8
30 Apr 1968 315 233 19.2 10l 6842
1 May 1968 173 157 12,2 83 53.3
. 2 May 1968 225 81 32.5 132 579
3 May 1968 258 205 38,0 66 68,1
L May 1968 12h 112 4.5 Ly 391
5 May 1968 95 101 3.2 30 276
6 May 1968 165 248 3.9 2 580
7 May 1968 1,8 152 12.5 1k Sl.l
© 8 May 1968 120 206 245 1 L5.6
© 9 May 1968 166 286 645 3 553
11 May 1968 163 ' 251 2.6 5 5343
12 May 1968 231 331 3.7 10 7246
13 May 1968 169 202 5.7 2 - 163
.1l May 1968 95 123 3.6 2 34.7
15 May 1968 13L 136 5.0 -2 398
16 May 1968 183 147 Lo O 26 S3.k
17 May 1968 195 288 12.4 20 66.4
18 May 1968 sl L7 10.9 0 29.7
TOTAL 5,425 6,31k h9.25 623 1,599.7
No. aircraft hit by enemy fire L
No. fire incidents 22
No. aireraft damaged or destroyed operationally 5
No. personnel wounded in action 7
1

”. No. personnel killed in action
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