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SOlO-lOA 

UNITED STATES G( RNMENT • Memorandum 
TO Commandant, Marine Corps Schools 

(Attention: 0-3) 

A03A-se 
DATE: 8 MAR 1965 

> •• 

FROM Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-3, Headquarters, b: s. 
Marine Corps 

SUBJECT: Post-Deployment report; EUREKA, California Flood 
Relief Operations (23 Dec 64 to 6 Jun 65) 

1. Forwarded for information. 

2. After action completed, please return to this office 
for file. 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT 

~ 
F. D. LEDER 
By Direction 

24 MAR 1965 

From: Commandant, Marine Corp~ School~ 
To: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, Headquarter~, U. S. Marine Corps 

1. Returned. 

MARINE COR~ 
HISTORICAL 

JVI:. 27 1965 
.I (Ij / :<:<082 
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• • HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS ROUTING SHEET • 

MAYMe 119 335~C (flEY. 11 ... 63) -,'~""-<""-
~-----------------rA

i4 <'eb 1905 ; 
ADDRESSEES 

.""~ 
OPR. I--_--,-DAT_E--j INITIAL 
CODE IN OUT 

.x 

1 

G-2 

ADMI N I STRATIVE 
J!!IA~ESS I NG 

I II. F IIDL 

, I INSPI~ION 
PE ISONNI 

l'Jl J.;.r ANAL YS tS 

SI~PPLY 

~.!LHARlNES 

:OUNSEL 
iTAf£J)EUAL 
IT!ff.l@lCAl 
:T AFf CHAP~A I N 

0-3 DIVISION 

1../l.oJ ~ Asst G- ~ .&... Z),-

Admin & Fisc Br (AQ3A 

Service Plans J:l.r .~ 
, 

, Overa i:.iQJ.)s S~c_t 
Comba Rqmts Sect 
Prol2: Orll: Sect 

Trainina: Branch ,A03C 
General Trnll: Sec 
Schoo"s TrnJZ Sec 
Planninll: & Proll: 3ect 

IComma.nding ottioer., MAG- 36 

ROUTING - Use nUlllbers to ~ of routing 

OPERATION CODE 

x - ORIGINATOR OR OffiCE 
AFFIXING ROUTING SHEET 

A - FOR APPROPRI ATE ACTION 

B - FOR COMPLI ANCE 

C - PREPARE REPLY POR SIGNATURE 
Of __________ _ 

O-FOR~T 
J 1M 

F - fOR CONCURRENCE 

G - FOR INfORMATION 

H • RETURII TO ...cAu.O .... 3~A'-__ 
I· ~E:..7& 
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FOURTH ENDORSEMENT on CO J 

15 Jan 1965 

30p/nmr 
~I"\ 

I&FEB '965 
HMM-363 ltr aMM:rlm 370b dtd 

From: 
To: 

Subj: 

Commanding General, Fleet Marine FOr'ce6 Pacific 
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A 3H) 

post-Deployment report; Eureka, California Flood 
Relief Operations {23 December 1964 to 6 January 1965) 

1. Forwarded. 

2. The succeseful completion of the California flood relief 
operations attest to the"high degree of professionalism 
displayed by the officers and men of HMM-363. 

~~ 
Y:tt·KIlULAK 
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3/CAR/mth 
3121 

2FEB 1965 
THIRD ENDORSEMENT on CO, HMM-363 Itr HMM:rlm 3700 of 15Jan65 

From: 

To: 
Via: 

Commanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, 
Pacific 
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Foree, Pacific 

Subj: Post-Deployment report; Eureka, California Flood 
Relief Operations (23 December 1964 to 6 January 1965) 

1. Forwarded. 

~~ 
E": F. PRICE 
By di rection 
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3'Z.1.Oj5 
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SECOND ENDORSEi.:ENT on CO, HHM-363 ltr HHM:rlm 3700 of 15Jan65 

From: 
To: 
Via: 

CO~1manding General, 3d Marine Aircraft Wing 
Cor:unandant of the Harine Corps (Code A03D) 
(1) Commanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Harine Force, Pacific 
(2) Coo,manding General, Fleet Harine Force, Pacific 

Subj: Post-DeploJ~ent report; Eureka, Cclifornia Flood Relief Operations 
(23 Dece:r.tber 1964 to 6 JanuC'.ry 1965) 

1. Forl'larded. 
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19 Juuary l'~ 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT en CX), HMM-~3 1 tr _.d .. ev_ 3Tto .teI 15 Jatt 65 

Frelu 
T., 
Via. 

Encl: 

eeNman.io9 Officer, Marine Aireraft Greup 3' 
C.Maneiant d the Marill. Carps (eo.e AGl30) 
(1) Oe .. an4IIin, Getteral, 3. Marine Aircraft Win! 
(2) Cemman.in, GeReral, Aircraft Fleet Marine Feree Pacific 
(3) Oemmanelin! General, Fleet Marine Feree Pacifl, 

Pest Depleyment repert; Eureka Califernia Fle •• Relief Operatiens 
(23 iece ... er 1'6~ te , January 1965) 

(') Medical report Qf HMM-363 Flight Sur~.on 

1. Ferwardeel. 

cu~ .. 
~.·ir.;WINTEiS ' 
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• HAiUNB MEDIUM HE1ICQ:J.:JTER SQUADHuN ,63 
Marine l~ircrai't Group 36 

3d I1arine i~ircraft Wing, Jl.irFI1F1?a.c 
Marine Corps Air Facility 

Santa 'ina, California 92709 

Commanding Officer 
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 

2) Commanding General, 3d Marine Aircraft Wing 

Hl+1:rlm 
3700 
15 January 1965 

1

1) Commanding Ufficer, Marine Aircraft Group 36 

3) Commanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Facific 
4) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Subj; Post-Deployment report; b;ureka, California Flood Heliei' Uperations 
(23 ~ecember 1964 to 6 Januar,r 1965) 

Hef, (a) HAH,ll,IltGRU Tlll{EE SIX Mag 081745Z Jan 65 
(b) CG THLID MAW Mag 071712Z Jan 65 
(c) I1.'1,rine Corps urder 3480.1 W/Chg 1 
(d) HN11-;6; AAR Sal' 1-64 dtd 26 Dec 64 
(9) HI1M-363 Investigative Report of Damaged Private l'roperty at 

l1urray Field, Eureka, California on 2 Jan 65 Ser: RSGsrjg 
5800 dtd 13 Jan 65 

Ene 1 , ~) 0rganizational Data Sheet; HMM-363 , ~ureka Flood Relief 
v(2) Urga.l1izational Chart - Civil Defense/Red Cross, .lliureka Flood 

llelief 
"""(3) Operational Statistical Surnmar,r - be:ke. Flood Helief 
v"(4) Hap of ,Area of Operations - Eureka Flood Relief 
V'C-5} l-'hotC?~rCU'hs of 1001-363 Operations - Eureka It'lood I(elief 
/~J ~ct.:-U..fI~-

1. In accordanoe with references (a), (b~, and (0), the following re­
port of operations of HMM-363 during the ~ureka, California flood dis­
aster (period 23 December 1964 - 6 Januar,r 1965) is submitted. 

2. Narrative SUIIllnary. 

a. l~t about 1830 23 December 1964, Commanding ufficer , HMM-363 , . 
LtCol E. I. Llft~uN was called at home by Col WINTEIiS, Co~anding Officer, 
~~G-36, and notified of the possible deployment of HMM-363 to the Eureka, 
California flood disaster area. At 1845 the Squauron Duty Ufficer in­
itiated a general recall of squadron personnel. ?ack up and flight 
scheduling corrunenced with a 0800 24 December departure planned. By 2100 
pilots and crews were assigned to the 16 HMM-363 and four (4) HM1-164 
aircrafntl'lb'l,:,ailable. The crews were placed on a one (1) hour standby. 
~~&\tJH'~~ holid~ leave period, it was neoessary to augment the squad­
rij:l§WE~~ircraft and personnel from MiI.G-36. Enclosure (1). 

OCT 261965 
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• b. At 2000 23 llecember the squadron received word that the USS 
BENNINGTON (CVS-20) at Terminal Island Naval Shipyard a.t Long Beach, 
California had. been assigned the mission of assisting in the flood re-
1iet operations with HMM-363 aboard. At 0710 on 24 December the HMM-}6} 
advance party departed MCAF Santa Ana for the BENNINGTON by surface 
transportation. l~t 0822 on 24 December LtCol LUFTOlf, CU EMM-363, departed 
~AF Santa i~na with the first flight of UH-34lJ' s with supporting flight 
echelon personnel aboard. By 1020 the squadron was aboard the RENNINGTUN. 
l·1a,jor supplies and support equipment were truck convoyed to Terminal 
Island. Ad.ministrative control of the squaLlron remained at MCAF Santa 
i~na. At 1105 the BENNINGTON departed Terminal Island· enroute to the 
Eureka, CRlifornia area. 

c. At 1600 on 24 llecember the BENNInGTllN and a.ttachod units became 
eTG 99.8, 1110M MAC I'HEII.SON in command; who was assigned the mission of 
coordinating uilitary assistance in the Eureka area. While enroute to 
the ~eka area, eTG 99.8 established co~nunications with the Office of 
Energency l)lanning Hegional llirector, Mr. Charles WooB in ~ureka, to 
formulate plans for the flood disaster assistance mission. At noon on 
25 December, the BENNINGTON came abreast I{umboldt .:BBiY-' Earlier plans 
to launch helicopters on rescue/resupp~ mission wh8n the BBNNINGTuN was 
within 100 miles of Eureka were abandoned because of heavy fog and low 
visibility. At 1510 the first seven (7) aircraft from the squadron, led 
by LtCol LUPT0N launched from the BE:NNINGTuN enroute to Murravr Field, 
Eureka, California for reconnaisance, rescue and emergency supp~ miss­
ions. Aboard these aircraft were RADM MAC PHEllSOl'f (CTG 99.8), rescue 
and assistance teams (including members of BENNINGTUN's ~arine Detach­
ment), and ne"s media representatives. It had been planned to use the 
BEm~INGTuN's Marine Detac~~ent to augment civil authorities for security, 
check point control, etc., however, civilian authorities had matters 
well in harHl and the BENNINGTON's lwines were used for perimeter sec .... 
urity for the squadron area at MurrBiY Field. They were later relieved 
by units Df the local National Guard. Further flight operations were 
curtailed by weather and darkness. 

d. i~t 0715 on 26 December, flight operations began from Hurra;y Field. 
The renaining aircraft aboard the BENNINGTuN w.ere flown ashore to Murr9\Y 
Field by 0930. Missions, were conduc:tod. from Murravr Field while obtain­
ing fuel services and rescue supplies from the BENNINGTuN. llt that time, 
there was no other source of 115/145 Aviation Gas in the Eureka area. 
A detachtlEmt of three (3) aircraft was sent to the Hohnerville airport 
for operations in the Eel River area. The Civil Defense Control Center 
in the courthouse in ~ureka became tho center of coordination activities 
since co~aunications with the BENNINGTON were inte~ittont. Military 
officers were assigned to assist the coordination effort. A civilian 

;Helicopter Control Center wa.s established. by retired l>farine Corps Major 
l'aul BBI.IT in an effort to handle the volume of mission request traffic. 
Enclosure (3). 

At 1255 on the 26th, YZ-67 , a HMM-363 UH-3411 on a single aircraft 
photo reconna.isance mission from Murr~ ~ield crashed in the Eel River 
in the vicinity of Camp Grant, California. The injured pilot was re­
covered but the co-pilot, crewchief, Navy photographer, and civilian 
Civil ~.ir Patrol spotter aboard were presumed drowned in the aircraft. 
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Extensive search and rescue operations by helicopter, river craft, and 
search parties on foot failed to reveal the main wreckage. Reference (d). 
Helicopter operations on 26 December consisted primari~ of reconnaisance, 
emergency resupply, evacuations and logistical support flights. Enclosure 
(3) has detailed statistical summary of operations. On th~s and sub­
sequent days, ffiilM-363 operations were aided greatly by the use of volunteer 
spotter/guides provided by the Eureka Civil Air Patrol Squadron 34. The 
man and women utilized were local private pilots, who were faoiliar with 
thQ t~~aint weather and people of the area. HMM-363 operations ashore 
were conducted from the Civil Air !latrol Office and spaces at 11~~field.. 
There was no radio control of air traffic at MVrray initial~, hence 
helicopters launched from the taxi ways while fixed-winged aircraft usod 
the runways. Y~~S-36 radiomen with back-pack radios facilitated COmID- . 

unications with ~1-363 aircraft on UHF and EM frequencies, however, 
contact with civilian aircraft on VHF was impossible. The BENNINGTON 
continuod to be used as a refueling, reprovisioning and maintenance base. 

et. Operations on 27 Decembe~ continued as reconnaisance of areas 
isolated by the floods, resupp~, evacuation, and medical assistance by 
ship, squadron and local medical personnel. Helicopt~r coordination was 
conducted by the Civilian Helicopter Control Center at ~eka with mil­
ita~ advisors in supporting roles. Helicopter crews were equipped as 
indopendent operators with sleeping bags, rations and extra fuel for un­
scheQuled stops in the mountainous areas Bast of Eureka. When fog blocked 
the river canyons, some crews were required to spend the night in the 
field or at isolated hamlets being supplied by squadron aircraft. Re­
supply, aQditional support equipment and personnel were brought to 
Arcata 1.irfieldji fifteen (15) miles North of l!;urekaJ by the KC-l,OF trans­
ports of VMGH-352 or C-117 , s of Mil.MS-37. Quarters and messing for all 
milita~ personnel ashore was provided at civilian motels and resturants 
under tho auspices of the Civil Defense and the Red Cross and coordinated 
by Sixth l~Dy representatives. Heavy weather and fog reduced operations 
on tho 27th. ~closure (3). The d~s operations terminated with six (6) 
UH-34D's on the BENNINGTUN, eleven (11) at Murray ~'ield, one (1) at Hoopa 
on the Trinity River and one (1) at Chisholm Hanch on Redwood Creek. 

f. Flight operations during 28 - 31 December continued to be ham­
pered by high winds, rain, hail, fog, snow, freezing rain, otc. The em­
phasis during this period changed from emergency rescue and evacuation 
flights to resupply of areas isolated by washed out bridges, raillines, 
and roads. Medical services, humanitarian and medical evacuations cont­
inued as missions after supplies were flown to the flooded areas. On the 
Qornin~ of 29 December Air Force fuel trucks with 115/145 AvGas were flown 
in to l~cata Field to service helicopters at Murray Field. Tho fuel 
tru.cks were supplied with fuel by Air Force tanker aircraft. l~t 1030 
MajGen KIEft, CG AirFMFPac an(l MajGen LEEK, CG 3dMAW, arrived at Arcata 
Fiold on a tour of inspection. In additon, Col WINTEHS, CO MAG-36, 
arrived to survey the flood relief efforts. At noon three (;) additional 
EJ.1M-363 aircraft arrived from MJAF Santa Ana. In the afternoon, the 
Bl!.1ifNIHGTON, having taken aboard the shipboard Marine Detachnent, departed 
the lIureka area. The ship had served well to bring the squadron through 
the fog to the disaster area, and once there to act as a floating base 
until resources ashore could be mobilized to handle all necessary oper­
ations. l .. t this time CO HMM-363 reported for coordination to Col James· 
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• 
LEE, u.s. l~, Joint Coordinator for flood relief operations in the 
Eureka area for the Sixth ~U'Illy. .t"reas of reslJonsibility were ~a.ssigned 
the Air Force, Army and Marine Corps squadrons operating in the area. 
Enclosure (4). 1m all~Army Helicopter Control Center had been foroed to 
replace the initial Civil Defense HCC. Marine liaison officers were assign­
ed to the RCC for coominat ion purposes. il. "hot line" connec ted the HCC 
to the ~~-363 Operations office at l~ray Field. On 30 December the (4) 
HMM-164 aircraft and crews departed for M::AF San:t;a Ana. The final three 
(3) IDvll'1-363 aircraft arrived at HurrIW Field at 1400 fron M::.AF Santa ana 
to bril1g the number of HMM-363 UH-34D's to 21. The Army erected an 
Air Force portable airfield control tower at Murray Field, to be operated 
by the Fl~, for control of military ana civilian air traffic. 

g. On the morning of 1 Janua~ 1965, the ~ixth Armlf released ~r-363 
frol!l further operations in the Eureka area. By 1500 ten (10) aircraft 
had departecl for UAS ll.lameda enroute to MCAF Santa Ana. The remaining 
aircraft were utilized to complete the nissions assigned for the day. 
Preparations were made for the remaining aircraft to depart by 1200 2 
January. Two (2) KC-130's were loaded at Arcata Field the norning of 2 
January, and departed for El Toro. The remaining eleven (n) aircraft 
were held at r~r~ Field because of gale force winds and heavy weather. 
The high winds(gusts to 60 knots) blew over a portable canvas covered 
maintenance shelter (extendable test shelter - medium) oausing damage to 
a civilian vehicle, telephone lines an~ CAP aircraft. Reference (9). 
Departure tine was revised to 1200 on ; January. iluring the afternoon 
of 2 January, the Sixth Army placed a temporary (72 hours) hold on the 
remaining eleven (ll) aircraft due to unexpected rising of the Eel Hiver. 
Uno KC-l)OF that had returned to i~rcata Field for a second loaJ. was held 
and utilized as Airborne l<.adio J.(elay (discussed in detail later). The 
squadron reqltested retttrn of support equipoent, augmentation personnel, 
and re liof pilots from HCAF Santa .lma to cont inue operations for an add­
itional three (3) days. There were no flight operations on 2 January be­
cause of excessively high winds. 

h. On; January, flight operations in the Bureka area continued 
with HMH-363 p.ircraft carrying out resupply, laedical evacuation, and 
adoinistrative nissions in the area assigned by Helicopter (;ontrol Center. 
The tenpo of operations had subsided considerably and the remaining 
elevGn (11) aircraft bnd crews easily carried the load. 1. Marine C-117 
from :t-1t.I'1S-37 at 11:.I1S El Toro relieved the l[;-130F as "llfiddletJan" (Mi~l·fS-31 
has filed a separate report on "Middleman" operations). 

i. At about 2300, on 3 January, the Sixth .t~rmy released the remain­
ing eleven (11) aircraft from the flood disaster efforts. freparations 
were uade to return all aircraft, support equipment, and personnel to MCIJf 
Santa '''na on 4 January. By 13;0, on 4 January, the eleven (11) aircraft 
had (leparted 11urr~ l!'ield. enroute to MCAF Santa l~na. ilue to 30 - 35 
knot head winds enrnute to NAS Alameda, all aircraft carried a 55 gallon 
drum of 115/145 AvGas for refueling at Fort Bragg, California. The last 
aircraft arrived at l:£AF Santa J1na at 1715 on 5 January, after stops at 
NAS il.larJeda and NilS Lemoore. The remaining support personnel and equip­
nent departed Arcata Field by C-117 and KC-130F for MCAS El Toro the 
afternoon of 4 Januar.y. 
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• j. At 1545 on 5 January, the squadron was placed on standby to 
return to the Eureka area as soon as possible. H}'JM-363 and m~61 were 
scheduled to provide twelve (12) aircraft each with necessar,y support 
personnel provided by ~1S-36 and ¥1ffiS-36. Crews were scheduled for an 
ear~ departure on the 6th. All support personnel and equipment had been 
readied for air transport to Eureka. At 0730 on 6 January the standby 
was secured and the squadron returned to normal operations. 

2. Conclusions. 

a. A prime conclusion is that this squadron can 1eploy on very short 
notice when the need arises. In this circumstanc~ there was massive 
cooperation a~ong support and adjacent org<~izations to make the deploy­
~ent work speedi~ and as efficient~ as possible. 

b. It is difficult to give enough praise to the civilian agencies, 
who orge~ized the rescue and supply efforts in the ~ureka area. The 
Civil :Jefense organi2}NJ.O~ . and Red Cross carried out their mission in 
an outstanding manner. The California Highway I'atrolmen and Fill! and Gane 
Wardens assumed the unusual rolef;l of radio rel~ stations to report flood . 
and woather conditions in the repote areas in which the squadron operated. 
l~mateur radio OIJerators and cOI:lIllercial/inuustrial radios were also in­
strUtlental in the comnunications effort. A CaliforrJia Fish and Gane 
COnllnission raclio car parked beside HMH-363's Operations office was one 
of the pruuary sources of landinG zone information. The Civil Air Patrol 
gave over their spaces completely to m~-363 at Murray Field and provided 
the volunteer civilian spotters ~ho flew with squadron crews. These 
spotters often were the only source of information on local terrain avail­
able. They were coaly courageous in their efforts. The officials of 
Hilllbold.t County provided vehicles for squadron use. Conunercial vehicles 
and school buses wore pressed into service by the Civil Defense and coord­
in~'.ted by the Civil Ji.ir Patrol. 

c. The Marine Corps press representatives on tho scene provided 
vital coverage of squadron efforts in the area. ~hotographs of the squad­
ron in the disaster relief effort are attached as enclosure (5). 

d. The validity of having flight surgeons and corpsmen assigned 
direct~ to a unit in the field was again proven in this operation. 
HlIJM-363 Flight Surgeon Lt C. E. JOHNSTON USN (M:::) and Lt F. SWANGER USN 
(Me) (I£:.NS-36) were utilized continious~, as \-Tore the assigned corpsmen. 
Medical te~s accompanied squadron aircraft to the isolated villages, 
held sick call, and administered assistance to those persons requiring 
medical evacuations, 

e. The "Midlileman" concept wherein a "high" radio rela;y aircraft 
(C-117 or KC-130) was used to keep canyon f~ing helicopters in touch with 
the base of operations is a necessity in mountainous terrain. The ~-130's 
were best suited for this operation because of altitude capability, 
numerous and varied radio receivers end transQitters, and time on station 
capability. While "l1iddleman" waS airborne all aircraft (civil or mili­
tary) had relRY available to any control stations or othar aircraft. 
E}1I1-363 operations fed information to r1urr9iY Tower for relay to squadron 
aircraft by tlMidcllemantl • Squadron aircraft made periodic position and 
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• weather reports to "Hiddleman" for relay to other aircraft and to Uper .. , 
ations. 

f. Cooperation and coordination between military and civilian 
organizations was excellent. The citizens of Northern California heaped 
generous hospitality on all personnel involved in the relief effort. 

g. In final conclusion, HMM-363 was able to operate effective~ 
because of the outstanding civilian support. The city of b~eka, 
Humboldt County and state of California officials were in control and 
operating the necessary supply and coordination centers when military 
personnel arrived in the area. When civilian fixed wing aircraft could 
no longer f~ in the intense weather and there were insufficient civil­
ian holicopturs available for the job, the Navy-I~rine Corps team provid­
ed these badly needed helicopters. Highly trained helicopter crews were 
available from MAG-36 on short notice. Throughout the operation, relations 
with the local authorities .and residents involved in the Eureka area 
floods were highly satisfactory because of this policy of mutual support. 

elF 
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• • 
ORGANIZATIONAL DATJ\ SHEET, Hr,'lM-363, EUREKA 

FLOOD RELIEF 

Period Covered: 23December 1964 to 6January 1965 

Name and Rank of Commanding Officer: LtCol E.I.Lupton 

Command Post Deployed: USS BENNINGTON (CVS-20) and 
Murray Field, Eureka, Calif. 

Command Post at end of period: MCAF Santa Ana, Calif. 

Unit Strength: 

Augmentation: 

Augmentation 

Period 
24-28 Dec 
28-29 Dec 
29-31 Dec 
31 Dec-l Jan 
2-3 Jan 
3-4 Jan 
4-5 Jan 

H&MS-36 
Ml'lBS-36 
H~1J11-l64 
HI'-'IM-361 
HMM-362 

Totals 

Officers 
33 
39 
43 
38 
21 
23 
17 

7 
1 
8 
3 

..L-
26 

Enlisted 
63 
66 
70 
69 
37 
40 
13 

0 
11 
4 
0 

.JL 
15 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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OPBRATIONAL STATISTICAL SUNMARY 
EUltEKA FUX>D m:;LnF 

" "",\,<:' 

" i 24Dec 25Dec 26D~C 27~ec 28Dec 2~Dec JODec I : ~UDec IJan 2Jan 3Ji:1n I 4Jan 5Jan ~ Udan Totals 
", -I.. I; It 70 '" ' 

.~ , 

f11ght .... M"""'our ........ s • 12.3 2.4 39.1 32.4 57.6 56.2 44.7 47.3 76.6 37.1 18.1 37.1 55.6 0 516.'H 
" " 

Sorties 20* 7 95 51 117 85 123 126 97 29 730 

Evacuees 109 7 95 47 14 ... 272 

_ Passengers 29 82 46 48 82 24 311 

Cargo Lbs. 1400 9000 10000 32UOO 12000 12550 20495 12600. ~500 117545 §, 

f.'iission Ilssgn. 6 40 17 41 40 52 57 34 17 3J4 

Aircraft Assgn.: 20 20 20 19 19 22 21 21 21 11 11 11 11 12 Ave-19, 

Aircraft Avail. 20 20 20 19 19 19 I 20 18 17 11 11 11 11 12 Ave:-:18,' 
, (93%) / h +-______ -.1..__ _ • I " t' 

• 
Notes: 

(*) - 24 Dec, 20 aircraft enroute to USS Bennington, Terminal Island Naval ShiI-Yard, Long Beach, '(;<>11£.-
(It) - 1-2 Jan, 10 aircraft enroute to hCAi, Santa Ana. ' --- , 

2 Jan, no fliga operations at .Eureka due to weather 
(%) - 4-5 Jan, 11 aircraft enroute to liCAF' Santa Ma 

6 Jan, no flight operations - 12 aircraf~ on standby :hCAF Santa Ana (aircraft assigned not average"t 
w/~ureka figures) 
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• 

USS BENIIITNG'£ON (CV8-20) DEPARTS TERVuNA7. ISLAND NAVAr, SHIPYlllD 
WTIli m:1M.363 AND Su1'PORTING PERSOmIFJ; AE(hRD" LESTINATrmr NORTH11tN' 
CALIFORJ."JIA FljOOD AREb.S. 

1 ENClDSURE (5) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

MORRAY FIELD, EUREKA, CALIFORNU., HMM-.36.:? BASE Oli' OPE:RATION3 .sF'J.'Ett 
26 L'E£OOER. 

2 ENClDSURE (;) 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

A JEEP IDANEIJ BY CIVILIARS. T01<JS AN :H.MM.-J63 AIRCRaFT TO THE MAINTENANCE 
AREA AT MOB.RAY FIEIL. 

3 ENClOSURE (5) 

DECLASSIFIED 



r 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 

MII.R.INE Pre c. A. BUSS, RADIO TECHN"ICIAN FOR MAOO .. ,36, :MANS RALlO I!~ 
CONTACT WITH MARINE HELICOPTF1l. IJUBING FIDOD RFiliIEF OPERATIONS. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

, US ARMr 4TIID AVIATION BATt·, FORT , 
WASHINGTON AWL CAPT. J. L. SCHULER, USMC, HMM -:362, CHECK MAPS IN 
PREPARATION FOR JOINT ABMY-MARlNE FOOD LlFT TO ISOLATED COMMUNITIES. 

ENCIDSURE (5) 

DECLASSIFIED 



1 
I 
J 

DECLASSIFIED 

CREW MEMBERS ANt MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL OF HlvM-363 ARE l.JARMEL BY 
SPACE HEATER IN THE LINE SHACK(CO~ImRTEr' GIVILn~N LIGHT PLANE 
Hn.NGAR) DURING A SLACK M:lMEN'l? 

f.. l<'lI1rTn(HITI"Ii' (I; \ 

DECLASSIFIED 

1. 



DECLASSIFIED 

1lliEN Foa 1.iLJCKED THE RIVER CANYONS, HELICOPTERS SEl' LOWN ON ROALS, 
SAND BARS, OR SMALL FIELDS TO WAIT IT OUT. AT TIMES THIS BECAME AN 
ALL NIGHT WAIT. 

,., .... ..... ""' .. _,.. ......... - /.,-,\ 

DECLASSIFIED 



~ 
I 

DECLASSIFIED 

I ' . 

MARINE PFC J. D. CALIAWAY, Jill ELECTRICAL TECHNICIAN \·JrrH H&MS-36, 
BENCH CHEX:KS UIi34D ELECTroNIC COMPONENTS AT MtTRRAY FIELD. EOIWV\, 
CALIFORNIA • 

8 FlVCInSURF. (" \ 

DECLASSIFIED 



-

I 
,I 

DECLASSIFIED 

MR. HArolD WILSON (RIGHT) J A HUNTER STRANDED AT THE STOVER RANCH! 
ON THE TRINITY RIVER, AIDS MARINE SSGT L. H. CLINTON IN UNIDALlNG 
AN EMERGENCY GENERATOR. 

9 ENCIOSURE:_(5CL.} _____ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

Ilr C. E. JOHNSTON USN(l1C), HMM-36.3 FLIGHT SURGIDN (LEF'r) .~NL MR. 
11. .. W. SPJUT, ·CIVILlil.N SPOTTER OF EUREKA (RIGHT) J ASSIST LeFL R.E. 
STAPIETON IN EVACUATING AN 18 MJNTH OLD IDY PNEOONIA CASE FROM 
WEITCHPEC J CALIFORNIA ON THE KIAMATH RIVER. 

__ jQ ENClOSURE (5) 

DECLASSIFIED 

...... ...., 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 

GRATEFUL THREF-YEAR-OLL HOLLY lOWRY THANKS MARINE CAPT RALPH G. 
COMBS FOR fJBRINGING MJMMIE HOMEn. MRS IOWRY HAD BEEN EVACUATEL 
EARLIER FOR MEtICAL REAOONS. 

11 ENCLOSURE (5) 

DECLASSIFIED 



·IP .' -' 

! 
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I 

DECLASSIFIED 

.... 4_ .. 
~ 

~~ 
J~!:, 

lVlARINE SSG! LILlARD H. CLINTON CHECKS HIS AIRCW''l'tS ENGINE BEFORE 
.aNOTHER. MERCY MISSION FROM MURRAY FIEW, EUREKA. ALL MAINTENANCE 
WORK INCLULING CHECKS H.H.D TO BE P}::RFORMEL OUfLOORS rESPITE MISERABLE 
WEliTHER. 

12 ENCIDSURE (5) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

~UlPMENT usn AT EUREKA IS OFF-WALED FROM A KC-1.30 AT MCAS EL :l'ORO 
AT COMPLETION OF HMM-363 EUREKA FLOOD RELIEF OPERATIONS. 

J3 ENCLOSURE (5) 

DECLASSIFIED 

\, 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 19 January 1964 

:GDICAL ATI::r.x -
On the niGht of 23 Lecemher 1964 The Flight Surgeon of :1;:",-363 was notified 
conc8rr.in:; JuDe pos"iblc c·eployr:J.3nt of his squadron to the ~looo. cJjs2,ster area 
in no:cthera Cc.;.li:'orn:i.a. J...J"ter a 0600 briefing on 24 DecemlJ8r 1964 by his 
Sq1.:.ndron COL1nar.ding Officer, h6:,181"1 aboard the USS Bernington, CVA-20 at 
Long Beach, California. '\'Jhile proceeding north at sea to Zureka, Co.U.:;:'o:.."nia, 
plw.'1s :for Hnticipatec: medical pro1::1er.lS ana. missions were discussed. ,lith the 
ships r,:edica1 personnel. 

On the afternoon of Ch::-ist.r.w.s day the Ui:;ht surgeon accompanied tho initial 
detachmen t of aircraft ashore. '~'here [18 assisted in the initial establishrnertt 
of mili ta:::-y and Jll.30ical liason bet~J8cn his sqJ.aaron and local civilian and 
para-nilitary aGencies. 

During this Q;}p1"OJcinately tHO ueok~ period, the J~lic::ht st;Xt;8or:.s ((u00ios invol vca. 
fo'Jr General c:reas. The first and o'b,r':"o:1s du-:-'~r of CO"'J.I'se H.as to :;z'ovic.J.o l~od­
ical <:.ssistar:ce to all squad..l'on. 2.r.d sun::o:;:·tinc.; pcrsor..l"'..cl. f... second re13l)or:si­
bili ty was to cOl:t"-'i bute .to the squD.drons S:;':3ty ~"L:.'073.:r;l CLS t:le aerol:lcmcal 
Specialist. 1'he u..'1i'lue opport1llii ty of beinG tIle orLLy o:'ficer rcpectecllx air­
borne j.l: the p8.::;sen~er cOJupartmont of '~~le L~I-341 airel'un pcrmi tted i'i::st 
hand obse::rvati011 of the problcrns D8sstt~ng tl18 cre~} c11:'8fs. Llr2ing ~'-..ost of t:lis 
op3ration t;le He:::. tllar 2r..d torI'2.in co.llcined to pro(l'C.ce tho I-lorst i:l3.'~i21rcble 
i'l~tin>3 cenCi·cians. 

1 .. t;ul'd C:x.ty pcr::'03:med by t~lc :::'li,:;ht sl;.rgcon ~:[.s -::'0 assist and advlse t~le 
operatioils ano. intelligence officers on the l1c.ture of medically oriented 
~T!ission5. ~'.8d:Lcal supplies such as :.cnsulin uere no~m. In. th niGher priority 
and uo.'.::;cr.cy~h3n other items such as oral contraceptives. i:epor';'s of' need for 
various forms of medical assistance in isolated areas o..':'ten "ere cOl1.:usin.:; 
and in neeel of neCiical inter)retc.tior:. 

J .. fOlli1th role per:':orned by tho i'li~llt sur~eon "Has to act. as a .,1emcal :no;nb8l~ 
of the SA:'; team. DurinG this operaticn thelJ.j<;ht sur::;eon 8.Ccu.:r.lllnt8d GL~r::rox­
blat ely 21; hours of fli~ht tine. 

T'I'JO ~=ospi tal 80rps~I:8n ~wre assj.:J1sd to tno sC':..uadro::1 Cl7Hi assisted in tI1G 

medical SiJ.~")port. On sevoral occasions they fISK on SA,.'i type m.issions ar.d. they 
llcrformeel trlC3:~r duties irit,l1 a high d.egree of professional competence o.r.ci. 
entllusiasm. In completely isolated COl,:Tlllll ties ',.vithout ::T..edicr:l f2cili ties 
:. HV;/ i;amcal p3rsor..~'1el frequently (::.scnlJarlced f::,'om their c:.5..rcraft to rCl1dcr 
ci1er;:;cncy assistanco nnd iYl SOIr.e instances even ~1clci. " .. outino S:'ck Call". 
i-..n cxa.!71ple 0': t::c latter ,Tas the ~:\aJJ. ·0om'. of ~.ei tc;.u.pec on the ~~oopa 
lndio.n ~:eS8rv::. tio~-:. 

'::'h:i.s c)cr<.l.ti::m de.i,onstl'<.!. tes 
i11 Q'\lLcue.;tin:; siclc, ir ~1.u"86 
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