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(Attention: G-3) .t

FROM : Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, Headquarters, U. S.
Marine Corps

supjecT: Post-Deployment report; EUREKA, Californla Flood
Rellef Operatlons (23 Dec 64 to 6 Jun 65)

1, Forwarded for 1nformation,

2. After actlon completed, please return to this office

for file.

F, D. LEDER
By Dlrection
24 MAR 1965

FIRST ENDORSEMENT

From: GCommandant, Marine Corps Schools
To: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, Headquarters, U. S, Marine Corps

1, Returned.

L(L/\/ -
A, C. SHELBY
By direction
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Post-Deployment report; Eureka, 3
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FOURTH ENDORSEMENT on CO, HMM-363 1tr MMM:rlm 3700 dtd
15 Jan 1965

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To:  Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3H)

Subj: Post-Deployment report; Eureka, California Flood
Rellef Operations (23 December 1964 to 6 January 1965)

1. Forwarded.
2. The successful completion of the California flood relief

operations attest to the“high degree of professionalism
displayed by the officers and men of HMM-363.
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THIRD ENDORSEMENT on CO, HMM-363 1ltr HMM:rlm 3700 of 15Jan65
t
P From: Commanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force,
? Pacific
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO03B)
Via: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
Subj: Post~Deployment report; Eureka, California Flood
Relief Operations (23 December 1964 to 6 January 1965)
1. Forwarded.
f E. F. PRICE
3 By directiom
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JAN 27 1965
SECCOND ENDCRSEIENT on CO, HMM~363 ltr HMM:rlm 3700 of 15Jané5
Froms Commanding General, 3d Marine Aircraft Wing
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)
Vias (1) Commanding General, Aircraft, Fleet lMarine Force, Pacific

(2) Commending General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Post-Deployment report; Eureka, Czlifornia Flood Relief QOperations
(23 December 1964 to & Januery 1965)

7l

§. K. LEBX

1. Forwarded.
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19 Jamuary 1965

FIRST ENDORSEMENT en GO, HMM-363 ltr HMMirlm ever 3700 dtd 15 Jan 65

Frem: Commanding Officer, Marime Aircraft Greup 36

Tos Commandant ¢f the Marine Corps (Code A030)

Vias (1) Commanding Gemeral, 3¢ Marine Aircraft Wing
(2) Cemmanding Gemeral, Aircraft Fleet Marine Ferce Pacific
(3) Cemmandine General, Fleet Marine Ferce Pacifi¢

Subj: Pest Depleyment repert; Eureka Califernia Fleecd Relief Operatiens
(23 Becember 1564 te 6 January 1965)

Encl: () Medical report of HMM-363 Flight Surgeon

l. Ferwarded.
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MAUINE MEDIUM HELICOXTBR SQUADRUN 363
Marine Aircraft Group 36
0,3 34 Marine aircraft Wing, AirFMFpac
ilﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ; y Marine Corps 4ir Facility
TR Santa 4na, California 92709
HMM:rim
3700
15 January 1965

From: Commanding Officer

Tos Commaendant of the Marine Corps (Code 403D)

Vias 1% Commanding Ufficer, Marine aircraft Group 36
2) Commending General, 3d Marine Aircraft Wing
3) Commanding General, aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
4) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subjs Post-Deployment report; bureka, California Flood Ilelief Uperations
(23 December 1964 to 6 January 1965)

Refs (a) MAKAIKRGRU THREE SIX Msg 081745Z Jan 65
(b) CG THIRD MiW Msg 0717122 Jan 65
gc) Marine Corps Urder 3480.1 W/Chg 1
d) HMM-363 AAR Ser 1-64 dtd 26 Dec 64
(e) HMM-363 Investigative Report of Vamaged Private Property at
Murrsy Field, Bureka, California on 2 Jan 65 Ser: RSGirjg
5800 dtd 13 Jen 65

Encls :gi) Urgenizational Data Sheet; HMM-363, bureka Flood Relief
2) Urganizational Chart - Civil Defense/Red Cross, Lureka Flood
Relief
V/(B) Uperational Statistical Summary - Haoeke Flood Lelief
v'(4) Map of area of Operations = Eureka Flood Relief
:;953 rhotogr 33 of HMM-363 Operations - Eureke Flood Helief

1. In accordance with references (a), (b); end (c), the following re-
port of operations of HMM-363 during the Bureka, California flood dis-
aster (period 23 December 1964 - 6 January 1965) is submitted.

2¢ Narrative Summary.

a. 4t about 1830 23 December 1964, Commending Vfficer, HMM-363, .

LtCol E. I. LUFTUN was called at home by Col WINTELS, Commanding Officer,
AG-36, and notified of the posgible deployment of HMM-363 to the Eureka,

California flood disaster area. At 1845 the Squadron Uuty Officer in-
itiated a general recall of squadron personnel. Pack up and flight
scheduling commenced with a 0800 24 December departure planned. By 2100
pilots and crews were assigned to the 16 HMM-363 and four (4) HMI-164
aircraft gvailable., The crews were placed on a one (1) hour standby.

Eccaﬂégluﬂjday leave period, it was necaessary to augment the squad-
STl i rcraft end personnel from MiG-36., Enclosure (1)
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be At 2000 23 lDecember the squadron received word that the USS
BENNINGTON (CVS-20) at Terminal Islend Naval Shipyard at Long Beach,
California had been assigned the mission of assisting in the flood re-
lief operations with HMM-363 aboard., At 0710 on 24 December the HMM-363
advance party departed MCAF Santa Ana for the BENNILGTON by surface
transportation. 4t 0822 on 24 December LtCol LUFTUN, CU HMM-363, departed
MOAF Santa éna with the first flight of UH-34D's with supporting flight
echelon personnel aboard, By 1020 the squadron was aboard the BENNINGTUN,
Major supplies and support equipment were truck convoyed to Temsinal
Island. Administrative control of the squadron remained at MCAF Santa

dnas At 1105 the BENNINGTUN departed Terminal Island enroute to the
Bureka, California area.

c. At 1600 on 24 December the BENNINGTUN and attached units became
CTG 99.8, kaDM MAC PHERSON in command; who was assigned the mission of
coordinating wmilitary assistance in the Eureka area. While enroute to
the bureka area, CTG 99.8 established communications with the Office of
Emergency Planning Regional Director, Mr. Charles WUUB in Bureksa, to
fornulate plans for the flood disaster assistance mission, &t noon on
25 December, the BENNINGTON came abreast Humboldt.Bay. . Barlier plans
to launch helicopters on rescue/resupply mission when the BENNINGTUN was
within 100 miles of Bureka were abandoned because of heavy fog and low
visibility. &t 1510 the first seven (7) aircraft from the squadron, led
by LtCol LUYTUN launched from the BENNINGTUN enroute to Murray Field,
Bureka, California for reconnaisance, rescue and emergency supply niss-
ions. 4board these aircraft were RADM MAC PHERSON (CTG 99.8), rescue
end assistance teams (including members of BENNINGTUN's Marine Jetach-
ment), and news media representatives. It had been planned to use the
BENNING?UN's Marine Detachment to augment civil authorities for security,
check point control, ete., however, civilian authorities had matters
well in hand and the BENNINGTUN's Marines were used for perimeter secw
urity for the squadron area at Murray Field. They were later relieved
by units of the local National Guard. Further flight operations were
curtziled by weather and darkness.

&, a4t 0715 on 26 December, flight operations began from Murray Field.
The renaining aircraft aboard the BENNINGTUN were flown ashore to Murray
Field by 0930, Missions,were conducted. from Murray Field while obtain-
ing fuel services and rescue supplies from the BENNINGTUN. 4t that tinme,
there was no other source of 115/145 Aviation Gas in the Bureka area.

4 detachment of three (3) aircraft was sent to the Rohnerville airport
for operations in the Eel River arsa. 7The Civil lDefense Control Center
in the courthouse in Eureka became the center of coovrdination activities
since communications with the BENNINGTUN were intermittont. Military
officers were assigned to assist the coordination effort. A civilian

‘Helicopter Control Center was established by retired Marine Corps Major

Paul BulT in an effort to handle the volume of mission request traffica.
Enclosure (3).

4t 1255 on the 26th, YZ-67, a HMM-363 UH-34D on a single aircraft
photo reconnaisance mission from Murray rield crashed in the Eel kiver
in the vicinity of Camp Grant, California. The injursed pilot was re=-
covered but the co-pilot, crewchief, Navy photographer, and civilian
Civil 4ir Patrol spotter aboard were presumed drowned in the aircraft.

2
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Extensive search and rescue operations by helicopter, river craft, and
search parties on foot failed to reveal the main wreckage. Reference (d).
Helicopter operations on 26 December consisted primarily of recomnaisance,
emergency resupply, evacuations and logistical support flizhts. Enclosure
(3) has detailed statistical summary of operations, On this and sub-

sequent days, HMV-363 operations were aided greatly by the use of volunteer
spotter/guides provided by the Eurcka Civil 4ir Patrol Squadron 34, The

‘man and womsn utilized were local private pilots, whe were familiar with

the tezrain, weather and people of the area. HMM-363 operations ashore
were conducted from the Civil Air Patrol Office and spaces at Murray field.
There was no radio control of air traffic at Merray initially, hence
helicopters launched from the taxi ways while fixed-winged aircraft used
the runways. MABS-36 radiomen with backepack radios faciliteted comm—
unications with HMM-363 aircraft on UHF and FM frequencies, however,
contact with civilian aircraft on VHF was impossible. The BENNINGTON
continued to be used as a refueling, reprovisioning and meintemance base.

es Uperations on 27 Decerber continued as reconnaisance of areas
isolated by the floods, resupply, evacuation, and medical assistance by
ship, squadron and local medical personnel. Helicopter coordination was
conducted by the Civilian Helicopter Contrcl Center at bureka with mil-
itary adviscrs in supporting roles. Helicopter crews were equipped as
indcpendent operators with sleeping bags, rations and extra fuel for un-
scheduled stops in the mountainous areas Bast of Eurska. When fog blocked
the river canyons, some crews were required to spend the night in the
field or at isolated hamlets being supplied by squadron aircraft. Re-
supply, additionel support equipment and perscnnel were brought to
Arcata Lirfield,fifteen (19) miles North of kureka,by the KC-130F trans-
ports of VMGR-352 or C=117's of MaMS-37. Quarters and messing for all
nilitary personnel ashore was provided at civilian motels and resturants
under the auspices of the Civil Defense and the Red Cross and coordinated
by Sixth Army representatives., Heavy weather and fog reduced operations
on the 27the &nclosure (3). The days operations terminated with six (6)
Uli~34D's on the BENNINGTUN, eleven (11) at Murray Field, one (1) at Hoopa
on the Trinity River and one (1) st Chisholm kanch on IRedwood Creek.

fo Flight operations during 28 - 31 December continued to be ham-
pered by high winds, rain, hail, fog, snow, freezing rain, ctc., The em-
Phasis during this period changed from emergency rescue and evacuation
flights to resupply of areas isolated by washed out bridges, raillines,
and roadss, Medical services, humanitarian and medical evacuations cont-
inued as missions after supplies were flown to the flocded areas. On the
torming of 29 December Air Force fuel trucks with 115/145 AvGas were flown
in to frcata Field to service helicopters at Murray Field. The fuel
trucks were supplied with fuel by 4ir Force tanker aircraft. 4t 1030
MajGen KIER, CG AirFMFPac and MajGen LEEK, CG 3dMAW, arrived at Arcata
Field on a tour of inspection. In additon, Col WINTERS, CO MaG-36,
arrived to survey the flood relief efforts. At noon three (3) additional
HMM-363 aircraft arrived from MOAF Sente 4nae. In the afternoon, the
BENNINGTON, having taken aboard the shipboard Marine Detachment, departed
the bureka area. The ship had served well to bring the squadron through
the fog to the disaster area, and once there to act as a floating base
until resourgeg eshore could be mobilized to handle all necessary oper-
ations. 4t this time CO HMM-363 reported for coordination to Col James

3
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LEE, U.S. Arny, Joint Coordinator for flood relief operations in the
Bureka area for the Sixth army. 4reas of responsibility were assigned
the Air Force, iArmy and Marine Corps squadrons operating in the area,
Enclosure (4). in 811~ Army Helicopter Control Center had been formed to
replace the initial Civil Defense HCCe Marine liaison officers wers assign-~
ed to the HCC for coordination purposes. 4 "hot line" connected the HCC
to the HMM-363 Operations office at Murray Field. On 30 December the (4)
HMM~164 aircraft and crews departed for MCAF Santa 4na. The final three
(3) HMM-363 aircraft arrived at Murray Field at 1400 from MCAF Sants #na
to bring the number of HMM-363 UH-34D's to 21. The Army erected an

4ir Force portable airfield control tower at Murrey Field, to be operated
by the FAL, for control of militery and civilian air traffic.

ge On the morning of 1 January 1965, the Sixth Arny released HMM-363
from further operations in the Bureka area. By 1500 ten (10) aircraft
had departed for NAS Alameda enroute to MCAF Santa 4na. The remaining
aircraft were utilized to complete the nissions assigned for the day.
Preparations were mede for the remsining aircraft tc depart by 1200 2
Jamuerys. Two (2) KC-130's were loaded at Arcata Field the morning of 2
Januery, and departed for El Toroe The remaining eleven (11) aircraft
were held at Murray Field because of gale force winds and heavy weather.
The high winds{gusts to 60 knots) blew over a portable canvas coversd
maintenance shelter (extendable test shelter - medium) causing damege to
a civilian vehicle, telephone lines and CAP aircraft, Reference (o).
Departure tine was revised tc 1200 on 3 January. uluring the afternmoon
of 2 January, the Sixth 4rmy placed a temporary (72 hours) hold on the
remaining eleven (11) aircraft due to uexpected rising of the Eel River.
Une KC-130F that had returned to Arcata Field for a second load was held
and utilized as Airborne ladio Helasy (discussed in detail later). The
squadron requested return of support equipment, augmentation personnel,
and relicf pilots from MCAP Santa 4na to continue operations for an add-
itional three (3) days. There were no flight operations on 2 January be-
cause of excessively high winds.

he ©On 3 January, flight operations in the Eurcka area continued
with HMM=363 aircraft carrying out resupply, medical evacuation, and
administrative missions in the area assigned by Helicopter Control Center.
The tempo of operations had subsided considerably and the remaining
eleven (11) aircraft «nd crews easily carried the load. 4 Marine C-117
from MiMS-37 at M4S El Toro relieved the KC=-130F as "Middleren" (MaMS=37
has filed & separate report on "Middleman" operations).

i, 4t about 2300, on 3 Jamuary, the Sixth #rmy released the remain-
ing eleven (11) aircraft from the flood disaster efforts. FPreparations
were made to return all aircraft, support equipment, and personnel to MCAF
Santa 4ne on 4 January. By 1330, on 4 Janmuary, the eleven (11) aircraft
had deperted Murrasy Field enroute to MCAF Santz Ana. Due to 30 - 35
knot head winds enroute to NAS Alameda, all aircraft carried a 55 gallcn
drum of 115/145 AvGas for refueling at Fort Bragg, California. The last
aircraft arrived at ILAF Santa 4na at 1715 on 5 January, after stops at
NAS Alameda and NAS Lemoore, The remaining support personnel and equip=-
nent departed Arcata Field by C-117 and XC-130F for MCAS E1 Toro the
afternoon of 4 January.
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Jje At 1545 on 5 January, the squadron was placed on standby to
return to the Burcka area as soon as possible. HMM-363 and HMM~361 were
scheduled to previde twelve (12) aircraft each with necessary support
personnel provided by H&MS-36 and MABS-36. Crews were scheduled for an
early departure on the 6th. All support personnel and equipment had been
readied for air transport to Eureka. 4t 0730 on 6 January the standby
was secured and the sguadron returned to normal operaticng.

2« Conclusions,.

&¢ A prime conclusion is that this squadron can deploy on very short
notice when the need arises, In this circumstance there was massive
cooperation among support and adjacent orgunizations to make the deploy-
nent work speedily and as efficiently as possible,

bse It is difficult to give enough praise to the civilian agencies,
who orgenized the rescue and supply efforts in the bureka area., The
Civil Defense orgeniz@4don . and Red Cross carried out their mission in
an outstanding mamner. The California Highway Patrolmen and Fill and Gane
Wardens assumed the unusual roles of radio relay stations to report flood -
and weather conditdons in the remote areas in which the squadron operated.
Amateur radio operators end cormmercial/industrial redios were also in-
strunental in the communications effort. 4 California Fish and Gane
Commission radio car parked beside HMM-363's Operations office was one
of the primary sources of landing zone information. The Civil Air Patrol
gave over their spaces completely to HMM-363 at Murray Field and provided
the volunteer civilian spotters who flew with squadron crews. These
spotters often were the only souxrce of information on local terrain avail-
able., They were cooly courageous in their efforts. The officials of
Hurboldt County provided vehicles for squadron use. Commercial vehicles
and school buses were pressed into service by the Civil Defense and coord=-
incted by the Civil 4ir Patrol.

Cce The Marine Corps press representatives on the scene provided
vitel coverage of squadron efforts in the area. Photographs of the squad-
ron in the disaster relief effort are attached as enclosure (5),

de The validity of having flight surgeons and corpsmen assigned
directly to a unit in the field was again proven in this operation.
IMM-363 Flight Surgeon Lt C. E. JOHNSTUN USN (M) and Lt F. SWANGER USN
() (H&MS-36) were utilized continiously, as were the assigned corpsmen.
Medical teams accompanied squadron aircraft to the isolated villages,
held sick call, and administered assistance to those persons requiring
nedical evacuations,

c¢e The "Middleman" concept wherein a "high"radioc relay aircraft
(C-117 or KC-130) was used to keep cenyon flying helicopters in touch with
the bage of operations is a necessity in mountainous terrain. The KC-130's
were best suited for this operation because of altitude capability,
nunerous and varied radio receivers and transmitters, and time on station
capability. While "Middlemen" was airborme all aircraft (civil or mili-
tary) had relsy available to any control stations or othsr aircraft.
IM1-363 operations fed information to Murray Tower for relay to equadraon
aircraft by "Mididleman', Squadron aircraft made periodic position and

5
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weather reports to "Middleman" for relay to other aircraft and to Upers
ations. .

f. Cooperation and coordination between military and civilian
organizations was excellent. The citizens of Northern California heaped
genercus hospitality on all personnel involved in the relief effort.

g» In final conclusion, HMM-363 was able to operate effectively
because of the outstanding civilian support. The city of Lureka,
Humboldt County and state of California officials were in control and
operating the necessary supply and coordination centers when military
personnel arrived in the area. When civilian fixed wing aircraft could
no longer fly in the intense weather and there were insufficient civile
ian helicopters available for the job, the Navy-Marine Corps team provid-
ed these badly neecded helicopters. Highly trained helicepter crews were

available from MAG~36 on short notice. Throughout the operation, relations

with the local authorities &nd residents involved in the Eureka area
floods were highly satisfactory because of this policy of mutual support.

e
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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA SHEET, HMM-363, EUREKA
FLOOD RELIEF
Period Covered: 23December 1964 to 6January 1965
Name and Rank of Commanding Officer: LtCol E.I.Lupton

Command Post Deployed: USS BENNINGTON (CVS-20) and
Murray Field, Eurcka, Calif.

Command Post at end of period: MCAF Santa Ana, Calif.

Unit Strength: Period Officers Enlisted
25,-28 Dec 33 63
28-29 Dec 39 66
29-31 Decc L3 70
31 Dec-l Jan 38 69
2=3 Jan 21 37
3-4 Jan 23 L0
L-5 Jan 17 13
Augmentation: H&MS-36 7 0
MABS-36 1 11
HMM-16L 8 L
HMM-~361 3 0]
HMM-362 7 o
Augmentation Totals 26 15

ENCLOSURE (1)
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! PRES TUENT

OFFICE OF EMEKGENCY PLANNING ]

DISTRICT PIRECTOR OEP
{ HUMBOLDT COUNTY l
cvi § uE l
OEFELSE CRUSS |
) e
CIVIL JOTNT RED CROSS
DEFENSE | ————  MILITARY  |———- SUPPLY
SUPPLY COORDINATOR
4 '
FELICOPTER
CONTROL
CENTER o
/\
WORRAY FIELD <
CIVIL RED CROSS ~ MURRAY
DEFENSE SUPPLY DIST. ™ - - FIELD
SUPPLY DIST- AND EVACUEE =~
RIBUTION COLLECTION HMM-363
POINT | pomm
ENCLOSURE  (2)
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OPERATIONAL STATISTICAL SUMMARY
~ BUREKA FIOOD RBLIEF

] i @A.Dgg 25Dec :26D.éc 2713ec 2Bbec 29?Dec- 3'ODec :31Dec lJanY 2Ja.r? 3Jemi L4dan | dan
1 Frmmowews 123 | 2.4 | 39.1 [32.4 |57.6 |56.2 (447 | 47.3 | 766 |37.1 ]| 1801 | 37.1 | 55.6
Sorties 20 | 7 | 95 51 {117 85 123 | 126 97 29
@ | T w |7 [ [ar | | w
Fassengers A 29“ » J_ | 82 46 L8 ‘ 82 “T 2ITJ
Cargo Lbs. 14,00 9000 | 10000432000 | 12000 12550| 20455 | 12600{. B 7500 |
lission assgn.| h 6 § 40 '. 17 * 41 40 ¢52 ~ 57 34 17
Aircraft Assgn.;20 20 20 19 19 | 22 21 | 21 21 11 | 11 11 |11
Alrcraft Avail.|20 20 20 19 19 19 20 18 17 1 |11 11 |11
Notes: -
(*) -.24 Dec, 20 aircraft enroute to USS Bennington, Terminal Island Naval Shipyard, long Beach, Calif.~
(#) - 1-2 Jan, 10 aircraft enroute to MCAE, Santa Ana. ' —— . :

2 Jan, no fliglt operations at Burcka dne to weather
‘ (%) = 4=5 Jan, 11 aircraft enroute to MCAF Santa ana
6 Jan, no flight operations - 12 aircraft on standby KCAF Santa ana (aircraft assigned not average o
: w/rureka figures)

™

ENCLOSURE (3)
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USS BENNINGION {CVS-20} DEPARTS THRMINAY, ISTAND NAVAY, SHIPYARD
WITH IMMe363 AND SUPPORIING PERSONNFRI: ABDARD, DESTINATION NORTHERN
GALIFORNIA FIOOD AREAS.

1 ENCLOSURE (5)
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MURRAY FIELD, EUREKA, CALIFORNIA, HMM-363 BASE OF OPKRATIONS aFTER
26 LECEMBER.

2 _ENCIOSURE (5)
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A JEEP IOANED BY CIVILIAKS, TOWS AN HMY-363 AIRCRAFT TC TiE MAINTENANCE
AREA AT MURRAY FPIEID,

3 ENCIOSURE (5)
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DECLASSTIFIED
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MARINE PFC C. A, BUSS, RALIO TECHNICIAN FOR MABS=36, MANS RALIC IN
CONTACT WITH MARINE HELIGOPTER DURING FIOODL RELIFF OPFRATIONS.

A ENCLOSURE (5)

DECLASSTIFIED
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. i p . .
. W0 J, W, HILTNER (LEFT), US ARMY 4TH AVIATION BATT, FORT LEWIS,
| WASHINGTON ANLD CAPT, J. L. SCHULER, USMG, HMM =362, CHECK MAPS IN
l PREPARATION FOR JOINT ARMY~MARINE FOOD LIFT TO ISOLATED COMMUNITIES.

5 ENCLOSURE (5)
DECLASSIFIED
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CREW MEMBERS ANL MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL OF HMM=363 ARE WARMEL BY
SPACE HEATER IN THE LINE SHACK(CONVERTEL CIVILIAN LIGHT PLANE
HANGAR) DURING A SIACK MOMENT. |
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A BNATAQITRE (R)

| DECLASSIFIED
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ET IOWN ON ROALS,

AT TIMES THIS BECAME AN

s HELICOPTERS 5

9 Of SMALL FIELDS 70 WAIT IT OUT.

NIGHT WAIT.

WHEN FOG BL)CKED THE RIVER CANYONS

SAND BARS

ALL
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. MARINE PFC J, D, CALLAWAY, AN ELECTRICAL TECHNICIAN WITH H&MS-36,
3 HENCH CHECKS UH34D ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS AT MURRAY FIELD, EUREKA,
\ CALIFORNIA,
8 ENCIOSIURE (&) [
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: MR, HAROLD WILSON (RIGHT), A HUNTER STRANDEL AT THE STOVER RANGH
‘ ON THE TRINITY RIVER, AIDS MARINE SSGT L, H. CLINION IN UNIOALING
} AN EMERGENCY GENERATOR. !

9 ENCIOSURE (5)
DECLASSIFIED
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| IT €. E. JOHNSTION USN(MC), HMM-363 FLIGHT SURGHON (LEFT) sNL MR.

J R. W, SPJUT, CIVILIAN SPOTTER OF EUREKA (RIGHT), ASSIST ICPL R. E.
STAPIETON IN EVACUATING AN 18 MONTH OLL ECY PNEUMONIA CASE FROM
WEITCHPEC, CALIFORNIA ON THE KIAMATH RIVER.

10 ENCIOSURE (5)
DECLASSIFIED
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4

GO e i

GRATEFUL THREE-YEAR-QLL HOLLY LOWRY THANKS MARINE CAPT RALFH G.
COMBS FOR "BRINGING MOMMIE HOME", MRS IOWRY HAD BEEN EVAGUATEL
EARLIER FOR MELICAL REASONS,
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MARINE SSGT LILLARD H, CLINION CHECKS HIS AIRCRAFT'S ENGINE BEFORE
#NOTHER MERCY MISSION FROM MURRAY FIELD, EUREKA, ALL MAINTENANCE

WORK INCLUDING CHECKS HaD TO BE PERFORMEL QUTLOORS IESPITE MISFRABLE
WEATHER.

12 ENCIOSURE (5)

DECLASSTIFIED
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EQUIPMENT USEL AT EUREKA IS OFF=IOALED FROM A KCw130 AT MCAS EL TORC
AT COMPLETION OF HMM=-363 EUREEA FIOOD RELIEF OPERATIONS.

13 ENCLOSURE_(5)
DECLASSIFIED
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¥ 19 January 196l

LGDICAL AWEX

cn the night of 23 Lecember 196l The Flight Surgeon of 1ii=363 was notified
concerning the possible ceployment of his squadron to the Tlood disaster area
in northern Celifornia, iAfter a 0500 briefing on 24 December 198, by his
Squadron Commanding Cfficer, he 7lew aboard the USS Bernington, CVA-20 at
Iong Beach, California. While procceding north at sea to Zureka, California,
plans For enticipated medical protlems and missions were discussed with the
ships nedical personnel.

On the afternoon of Christmas day the flight surgeon accompanied the initial
detachment of aircraft ashore. "here e assisted in the initial establishmert
of military and medical liason between his squadron and loeal civilian and
para-rilitary agencies.

turing this approxinately two weckg period, the fight surgeons duties inwvolved
Tour gencral zreas. The first and obvious duty of course was to wovide med-
ical zssistance to all squadron ard supporting persornrel. 4 second responsi-
bility was to contribute to the squadrons salety mrongram as the Aeromedical
opecialist. The unique opportunity of bLeing the only cfficer repectedly air-
Lorne in the pacsenser comparument of the Ul-34LL aircrait psrmitted Iist

hand observatlion of the groblems besstting the crew chiafs. Luring :ost of tuis
operation the wezther ard terrain co.abined to produce the worst inarinable
Tlying concitions.

& third Cuty performed by the Zlicat surgeon wos o assist and advise the
operations anc intelligence officers on the nature of medicaliv oricnted
missions. :iedical supplies such as Insulin wers flown with nigher priority
and urgency than other items such as oral contraceptives. Heworis of nced for
various forms of medical assistance in isolated areas olten wers confusing
and in need of nedical interonretation.

4 Tourth role perforned by the {1isht surgeon was t
of the Si: teame Luring this operaticn the licht sure
imately 2l hours of flizht tine.

to act as a aedical member
eon acclmlated spprox-

Two iospital Jorpsuen were assicned to the scuadron and assisted in the
nmedical supports. On scveral occasions they flew on SAR type missions and they
verformed their duties with a high degree of professional competence and
erthusiasms In completely isolated comrmunities withoubd medicel facilities
Lavy nedical personnel freqguently ciscmbarked freom their eircraft to render
ciersoney assistance and in some instances cven held Mocutine Sick Callt,

An example ol the latter was the cnall toun of Weitcidnec on the oopa

Indian lleservection. :

This opcration desonsitrates azain the increasing role ployed by aeliconters
in cvecvabing sick, irjurasd and disnlaced pzcple.




