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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 363
Marine Aireraft Group 13 {(Rein)

9%h Marine Amphibious Brigade .

FPO, San Francisco, 966§2

7:WHG: P

5750
6 August 1966

Froms Commanding OfCicer
Tos Commander, Spacial Landing Force

Subj: Command Chronology fov Peried 4 July - & August 1966; submission
of

Ref: (a) Annox U %o Op0 328-67
(b) Yap Serios L791l, 1:56,0%40, Sheeta 632X & II, 64k2 IV & III
(c) Map Series AGC NE 4R-12, 1:25¢,04¢

Bncls ¥ (1) Cormand Chronology Report
YR ARIH BECN Nowss g~ NASTINVES
1. In accordance with reference (a), encloswvre (1) is submitted.
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PART I . ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

2. Squadron Cemmander and staff, with inclusive dates of duration in
assigned billetss

Commanding Officer Ldul-4Aug 1986 LtCol, Jd. D, MC GOUGH
Executive Officer Ylul-kbug 1966 Ma jor G, J, VOBORA
Operations Officer: hdullhug 1966 Ma jor W, H, GRAHAM
Administrative Officer 4Julbhug 1966 Capt. M., R. BANNING
Lopistics Officer LdulLAug 1966 Major J, L, MAXWELL
Maintenance Officer Lduwy Ahug 1956 Capt, B, M, GRIMES
Safety Officer Ldul-LAug 1966 Capt. T, W, AMIS
Intelligence Officer bdulbldug 1968 Capt, R, M, NEBEL

b. HMM-963, MAC-13 (Rein), 9th MAB, FMFPaq
U7,8,S, Princeton (LPH-S) o & July - 2 August 1966
U,S.5, Iwe Jima (LPH-2) o 3 August - & Avgust 1966

c. Average wonthly strength of squadrons 2%

d., Important visitors to the souadron: Wene
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. PART II .. WARRATIVE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT LVENTS DURING REPORTING PERIOD

Berinning at first light on the 4th of July, the balance of squadron
personnel and equipment were flown aboard the USS Princeton. By noBAH, the
last of the squadron's aircrafl were ahoard and the ship underway for Subic
Bay, In the afternoon, eicht aircraft were launched and carrier qualifice-

tions were conducted,

By mid-afternoon of the 5th of July, the ship had arrived off Subic Bay
and was anchered in the streim. Preparations were made to fly the squadron
aircraft from the ship to the seaplane ramp where routine maintenance would

he condueted,

On ¢the 6%h of July, huttle runs were conducted hetween the ship and
seaplane ramp ¢ransportng maintenmance personnel and equipment ashore where
they would remain during the period the ship was in port.

During the periv: ? to 12 July, the squadron aircraft were used exclus-
jvely for admin/liaison runs to Baguio, Manila and Clark AFB with six mainte-
nance test flichte also being conducted.

Twoe aircraft were launched on the morning of 11 July with twenty three
recon personnel of 3/% and conducted para-drop trainimg in the Cubi Pt. area,

During tb: afternoom of the 1lth, one squadron aircraft returning from
Manila was iwrced to make a precautionary landiitg at Bacacabe dus to a chip
warning 1isit. The aircraft was left at the scene for the nipht under guard
and the feilowing day malntenance personnel corrected the trouble and the
aircraft -as flown back to Cubi Pt. without further incident.

On 13 July, airerafd were dispatched to Manila, Clark AFB and Baguio to
return Jersonnel to the ship in preparation for getting underway. Sguadron
aircre.t and maintenance personnel were transported from the seaplane ramp
back .0 the ship which was now located at the carrier pier at Cubi Pt. By
1944d-, the ship was underway once again for RVN and four aircraft were launched
to -onduet night carrier qualifiecations,

The 14th of July found the squadron’s efforts concentrated on the impend.-
‘ag Operation Deckhouwse II. Sixteen aireraft were launched in early afternocon
and again conducted carrier qualifications. This second effort achieved 10¢%
pllet qualification for the squadron.

At 1994H, two aircraft were launched on an adminfliaison run to III MAF
pad ZEFDa Nang carrying six passengers and 446 lvs, of carpo in support of
the N

Although the primary emphasis was on Operation Deckhouse II  now sched-
uled Yo be launched the morning of 16 July, squadron aircraft were very busy
on the 15th providing support to 3/5, I Corps and the SLF. Admin passenges
and car-o runs were conducted between the LPH-5 and Da Nang, Marble Mgs, -
Phu Bai, Quang Tri and Cam Lo as well as inter-ship transfers of cargo and
passengers.

Enclosure (1)
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‘ Operation Deckhouse II began on the morning of 16 July 1966 with the
3rd Bn,, 5th Marines, HMM-363 and VMO-2 participating. The first of six.
teen strike aireraft launched at @61#H from the flipht deck of LPH-5 to
strike zone Crow at coordinates YD 26171#. One aireraft provided SAR
hetween LPH-5 and Blue Beach (YD 335714) while four gunships of VMO.2
(Deadlock) provided escort., Two trips were required to complete the 1ift
and no enemy fire was encountered,

Immediately after completion of the troop 1lift into LZ Crow, the air.
craft then hepan a second 1ift into a second strike zone (Storks at coordi-
nates YD 202741. Two trips were required to complete the 1ift, and no
enemy fire was encountered,

The strike zones were secured soon after completiom of the troop 1liftis
and four aireraft 1ifted the CP Group from LPH-~5 to coordinates YD 314728,
Two of the four alrcraft remained ashore with the CP Group for direct
suvport and admin/liaison missions. No enemy fire was encountered.

Twelve aireraft participated in another troop 1ift during the afternoon
of the 16th with more elements of 3rd Bn., 5th Marines. Troops were 1ifted
from LPH-5 into two zones at coordinates YD 26474% and YD 2904698, No enemy
fire was encountered,

Combat eorgo, aimin/liaison, VIP and med evac missions were flown throughe
out the day in support of the SIF, No fire incidents were reporied for the
day. ‘

Cn the 17¢h of July two direct support aireraft performed a recen insert
from coordinates YD 304727 into coordinates YD 240746 in two trips. The same
two aireraft then inserted another recon team inte YD 260648 from coordinates
YD 393727 ia two tripe, WNo enemy fire was encountered,

Ten aireraft participated in a strike with elements of 3rd Bn., S5th
Marines. Troops were picked up at coordinates YD 2601756 and transported into
two strike zones at coordinates YD 290701 and YD 279716, respectively. One
med evac was immediately lifted frem ID 277716 to LPH-5 after the strike. No
onemy fire wag encountered. :

Six aireraft participated in a strike from coordinates YD 264702 into the
strike zone at coordinates YD 26024f, Three trips were required to complete
¢he 1ifY and no enemy fire was encouwntered, '

Combat earpo, admin/liaisono and med evac missions were flown throughoul
the day in support of Operation Deckhouse II and no enemy fire was.encountered
by the aircraft. ;

Two nirht med evac aireraft on standby aboard IPH..§ were launched north
to pick-up two pilots who had ejected from a U, S. Air Force F4C., The pick-up
was made at dusk aporoximately 6 miles north of the DMZ. The two Air Force
pilots were ahle to eject into the watler approximately one mile from shore.
Heavy fire from shore was encountered while the pick-ups were made by the
lead aireraft. WNo hite were received and the two hawpy pilots were returned
to the LPH.S where they were piven routine médical examinatiomns.

? fnclosure (1)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

An eipht aireralt launch on the 18th of July retracted equipment and troops
from YD 204701 to LPH.3 in four trips. No enemy fire was encountered,

Tus aircraft retracted a recon team from YD 262768 to the battalion CP at
coordinates YD 318722, No enemy fire was encountered.

Operation Deckhouse II ended at noon on the 18th as squadron aircraft
hegan 1ifting troops from the Deckhouse operating area into strike zones in

the Operation Hastings operating area,

The 3rd Ba., 5th Marines moved directly from Operation Deckhouse II into
Operation Hastines, which was already in prosress further to the west., Twelve
aireraft of HMM.343 followed by twelve aircraft of HMM.-364 and six aircrafi of
HMM.361, transperted troops from coordinates YD 263637 and YD 285687 into the
first strike gone (LZ Crow) at coordinates YD $73613. One HMM.361 aircrafi
reported enemy automatic weapons fire in the immediate viecinity of the strike
zone, Deadlock, escort aircraft provided by VMO.2 confirmed the enemy posi-
tion, and in a time span of approximately 5 minutes, troops of 3/5 had cap-
tured the enemy weanon reporting two enemy KIA and one enemy WIA in the process.

Troops were then 1ifted from YD 330745, YD 3026”4k and YD 307727 into a
gecond strike zons (LZ Dove) at coordinates YD 784608, Five ¢rips were required
Lo complets the 1ift and no further enemy fire was encountered.

Squadron aireraft flew resupply and routine med evac missions for the
remainder of the day. No enemy fire was reported during these missions.

Throughout the 19th of July squadron aircraft flew med evac, admin/liaison.
resupply and aerial recon missions. At 1745H two aireraft on resupply missions
from Dong Ha to coordinates YD 54652 encountered enemy small arms fire in the
vicinity of coordinates YD #68557. There were no hite or injuries.

On the 20th of July, twelve HMM.363 aircraft followed by HMM.16%3 amd HMM-3161
alreraft <ransported troops of the 1st Ba., 1st Marines from Dong Ha airstrip
into a strike mone at coordinates YD #72612, Vhen the first two trips had been
completed, the transport aircraft were requested to delay the 1ift¢ by the ground
foreces already in the zone, hecause immediate contact had been made with an enemy
force of undetermined size, After a fifteen minute delay, the 1ift was continued
with no enemy fire incidents reported by the transport helicopters.

Tyo atreraft on a resupply mission from Dong Ha LSA to the Ridgebsam CP at
coordinates YD A5¢6h8 encowntered mederate eneny small arms fire in the vieinity
of coordinates YD #5661, There were no hits or injuries,

The same two airerafi on an aerial reconnaissance mission encountared enemy
fire from an undetermined position. The lead aircraft received a hit in one of
the main rotor hlades resulting in minor damage to the aircraft, There were no
injuries to the crew. ' '

Med evae, admin/liaison, and resupply missions were flown throurhout the
day with no further fire incidents reported.

‘l' &
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Fourteen aircrafi were launched on the 2lst of July and participated in a
strike with two Vietmamese Military ranger battalions, The Vietnamese forces
were picked up at coordinates YD $#36519 and transported to the strike zone at
coordinates XD 976520, Two trips were required to complete the 1ift and no
enemy fire was encountered.

Twelve aireraft participated in an administrative troop 1ift between Cam
Lo and coordinates YD #53658. Troops of 2nd Bn,, 9th Marines at Cam Lo re-
placed troops of 9rd Bn., bth Marines at coordinates YD #53650, Three trips
were required to complete the 1ift and no enemy fire was encountered.

Sguadron aireraft flew med evac, resunply and aerial recon missions during
the day with no enemy fire encountered,

On 22 July, two aircraft extracted an eight man recon team from coordinates
YD 958511, and transported them to Cam Lo, No enemy fire was encountered.

Two aircraft were lannched from Dong Ha to coordinates YD 623617 to pick-
up 9 U.S, WIA and 2 U, S, sick. The two aircraft made the pick-up and then
encountered enemy antomatic weapons fire leaving the zone, There were no hits
and sunpressing fire was not used, '

Admin/1iaisen, resuoply, aerial recon, and ued evac missions were flown
for the remainder of the day with no further enemy fire reported.

Cn the 23rd of July, squadrom aircraft flew a variety of resupply, admin/
1liaison, med evac and aerial recon missions throughout the day in support of
Opsration Hastings with ne enemy fire being encountered,

Two aircraft were operating in the area of coordinates XD 9864 on a leaflet
drop mission when one had a mid-air collision with an Air Force L<19. The tail
cone was sheared from the Millpoint aircraft and a wing from the L-19, Both
aireraft crashed and while the crew of the HMM.363 aircrafi escaped serious
injury, the Alr Force pilot was killed, The HMM.363 aircraft was subsequently
destroyed hy friendly forces as recovery or salvage were precluded by the
tactical situation,

On the 2hth of July, two nisht med evac aircraft on standby at Dong Ha
were launched 40 coordinates YD #4623 to pick-up 6 U, S, WIA, The two air-
craft made the pick-up witlle the zone was under enemy semi-automatic weapons
fire., The aireraft were not hit and suppressing fire was not used. The U, S.
WIA were returned to "D" Med with no further imcidents.

One aircraft escorted by one Deadlock eseort, inserted a five man recon
team at coordinates YD #59678. No enemy fire was encountered.

Six aireraft were alerted aboard LPH.S to make a night, emergency, ammo
resupply to coordinates XD 984563 (Pepnant Winner). Due to the heavy cloud
cover, Bucktooth 834 provided a flare drop to illuminate the landing zone.

Qhe- two Jead aircraft made three round trips to the zone while the remaining
our made two round trips each. Light enemy sniper fire was encountered in
the vicinity of the drop zone, but no hits were received by the aireraft, All
aircraft returned to LPH-3 without further incident.
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Squadron aircraft flew routine resuoply missions most of the 25th of July

in support of U, 5. units participating in Operation Hastings. No enemy fire
was encountered by squadren aircraft during the day.

This day also found the squadrom losing its second aireraft in as many days,
‘and suffering its First fatality of the operation, Two aircraft were launched
from the LSA on a resunply mission to coordinates YD ¢$43637, YZ.65, afier
establishing a momentary hover over the LZ, lost RPM and began to settle. As
the aircraft settled, the tail rotor struck a tree, severed, and the aireraft
crashed., Corporal C, F, FABRIS, the aircraf{ punner, was fatally injured and
Serpeant R, HUDGINS, the crew chief, received serious injuries. The aircraft
was suhsequently desiroyed by friendly forces due to the tactical situation,

On the 26th of July, twe aireraft flew from Dong Ha to Cam Lo ¢o pick-up
a 1 man recon %team., The recon team was inserted at coordinates YD 142479  and

no enemy fire was encountered,

Two aircraft inserted a twelve man recon team at coordinates XD 991512,
The two alrcraft then returned to Cam Lo and picked wp & U. S, KIA for the
USS Repose, WNo enemy fire was encouwntered,

The squadron aircraft flew extensive resupply missions for the remainder
of the day in suoport of all U, S, units in the field, Several airecraft
shuttled U, §, WIA and sick from "D" Med to the USS Repose., WNo enemy fire was
encountered devring the day.

On the 27th of July, four aircraft retracted a recom team from coordinates
XD of#4R4, The recon team was transported to Cam Lo, and no enemy fire was
eneowntered?

Fourteen aircraft participated in an administrative troop 1ift of elements
of Frd Bn., 5th Marines from LZ Dove (YD 255744) to coordinates YD 966592,
Four trips were required to complete the 1ift anmd no enemy fire was encountered,

The remainder of the missions flown during the day by squadrom aircraft
included adnin/liaison, med evac and resupply missions. No enemy fire was en-
countered,

WHo troop 1ifts were flown during the 28th of July. Squadron aircraft flew
routine wed evac, resunply and aerial recon wmissioms with no enemy fire reported,

On the 29th of July, three aireraft retracted a 1§ man recom team from coordi-
nateg YD 965564, No enemy fire was encountered and the recon team was returned
to Domg Ha,

Seven aircraft retracted the artiliery element of 3rd Bn., 5th Marines from
YD 117578 to LPH-5, No enemy fire was encounterad.

Eipht aircraft retracted Kile and Lima companies of ithe 3rd Bn,, 5th Marines
.from XD 984564 o LPH-5 with no enemy fire encountered.
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On the 3Wth of July, two aireraft. inserted and vretracted a five man recoi
team in the vicinity of coordinates XD 8961 three different times. The recei
teams mission was to evaluate the resulis of a B-32 hombing raid in the area.
The aircraft renained over-head the entire time and ne enemy fire was encoun-

tered.

Eirht squadron aireraft followed by sixteen aircraft of HMM-161 and HMM.163
retracted the remaining elemenis of Ird Bn., Sth Marines still ashore frem
eoordinates XD 085562 to LPH.5, One HMM.16) aireraft went down on the beach
due to mechanieal difficulties during the 1ift, A U, S, reactiom force wag
flown in Prom Cam Lo to nrovide security for the downed airecraft while mainte-
nance crews repaired the downed airverafti, No enemy fire was encountered during

the retraction,

By 160¢H, the 9vd Bn,, Sth Marines had been retracted from Opsration Hastings
to LPH-5, and all squadrom aircraft were ahoard the ship,

On 9 July, the ship arrived off MCAF Ky Ha and began off-loading personnel
and cargo of BLY 375, Off-loading operations continued steadily uwntil the
morning of 2 Augusht when the last porsonnel and equipment were of[--lcaded and
the ship underway for Subic Bay.

Dyring this pericd, sguadres aircraft were utilized for adminlistrative
passenger rung to Da Jang, Chu Lad and Ky Ha, and squadren personnel were busy
readying equipment for transfer to the U.5.5., Iwo Jima upon arrival at Subiec Bay,

On the morning of 3 August., the ship arrived at Subic Bay, Six aircraft were
launched preceding arrival and commenced transferring personnel and equipment of
the SIF apd the squadron te the USS Iwo Jima, Transfer operaticns contlinued
throughout this day and the 4th of August when all personnel and carge were finally
aboard the LPH.2. '
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PART ITXN L NOSCSL ANE0US
2. Awards

The follmwing personnel were decorated as indicated during the month
Cof duyr |
W o

ALLARDYCE, D. 4. 1stht B98120 1st Bir Medal.
AMIS, To W Capt apshv2 12th Air Medal
BANNING, M, R, Capt #85223 1hth Air Medal
BELL, J. A, : istle Pa8712 12¢h Air Medal
BERGAN, D, 7T, Capt Aok gid 15¢h Air Medal
BERTKE, R Tro 1stlg 489133 7th Air Medal
BUNTING, D. F. Istld 387739 . 8%h Air Medal
BURT, P, M, 2ndl% #92352 11th Air Medal
CARAMANNO, R, latld #8785k 15th Air Medal
COTRTNEY, P, H, 1stle $88591 gth Air Medal
DONOVAN m J 2nald #1225 1ith Air Medel
FEEHAN, E, B, | Ly (USN) 696803 2nd Air Medal
FOLEY, -Ja d. Capt #8605 9%th Air Medal
GOODWIE, . G, 1stlt $88528 10th Air Medal
GRIMES, B. M. Cept 967816 15¢h Air Medal
HUEBNER; 4. C. Capt Bou79l, 6th Air Medald
HYNES, M. M, 2rdlt #92589 1st Air Medal
IHHAN, Bo To istlt 383734 12¢th Au Mega
JOHNSOW, m Jo 2pdldt 192594 1st Air Madal
RERWIN, I, J, istlt #87866 15th Aie Medal
LUCCT, m 3o ‘ Capt $85482 17th Aie Medal
MARSHALL, B, C, Capt #8304 12th Ale Medel
MAXWELL, J, L., Ma jor 06586% ibth Air Medal,
MC no\mw do Co Capt 378613 15¢h Asr Medal
MC GOUGH, 4, D, L4Col (21167 13th Alr Medal
MOOLY, d, D, Capt 783538 2ud Air Madal
HFRELQ o Mo Capt gr713R ist Air Madel
QWLETT, ¥, Capt i 6th Air Medal
owoou' P 2ndl - f92501 1st Air Medal
RENSCH, 1stle 687806 1lth Air Medal
RLCHARD»G\? TQ J, Istlt #8758, 15¢h Air Meda)
SKELTCI, n. D, 1stli 489375 12th Air Madal
SCHWAR™' . W, G, 1stlt #89928 Bih Air Medal
SHIKLLS, G, D, 2ndlg 192620 2nd Air Madal
SIMONS, €, T, istlg 985297 5th Air Hedal
st IEC’MAN L, 5, Capt. 980186 2nd Adr Medal
THIRY, G E. istle 88338 8th Air Medal
'f"’r'mvm ':.'ﬂ K. 1stlt $87822 7th Air Medal
VAN VOORITES 5, 2, H, 155t 487675 12¢h Alr Madal
VOBCRA, &, d, g jor (51642 11th Air Masdal
WADE, %o 2. 1s3lt $89987 ist Air Medal
mu,Luﬂ E. Po 2ndlg 392555 Peh Adr Medal
WARNE, R, B, Zndle ®°8t6¢ Mﬁgh Asr Megal
. WEISED, & J, tsiht WA7G82 Gt Air -udw
IHITENER, r., U Laple BRGE35 Mn &tp

P . - (P o
URIGHET . L. U, YA NCGOLY J@unﬂl.:
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AGUIRRE, Jo Jo
BAREFIELD, J. Ao
BREWER, ¢o Ve
BROWN, R. S
BIRNETTE, Fo So
CANNON, C, F,
CHIPMAM, M, D,
CLINTON, D. Ho
oY, L, &,
COBR, G.
CONMER , P., M.
CONNERS, W. d.
CIRTIS, L. W,
CIRTIS, T. J»
DANAN, C. J.
DAUGHENBAUGH, Lo
DUNLAP, D, W,
FRVIN, M. Lo
FABRIS, C. F,
FASE, M. F.
FLINK, R. J>
FRY, W. G.
GEED, W, S.
GLAZE, B. C-
GLEASON, R. Jo
GRICKS, C. E,
GUEMATS, A,
HAYES, Ro B
HILL, J. R,
HUDGINS, R,
JEFFRIES, G-
KIMBLE, Jo O»
KITTS, L. Do
KNOX, E. R,
LAWSOM, B> Do
1E BLANC, D, J»
LINSON, H. We
MARTIN, R, Go
MARTINEZ, Ao As
MATTMILLER, W. E.
" NEVARRE, F., A,
ORR, Jdo do
OSMUNDSEN, S. M.
PETERSON, Mo Ao
PRESCOTT, Jo Ho
RODRIGUEZ, Lo
ROEHRIG, T. Ja
RUSSELL, Fo A,
SIMMONS, F. H.
SPELLMAN, M, .
STANCIL. H, K,
STROJIA, do We

We

LCpl

GySgt
Sg'ﬁ;

Cpl
Sgt

SSgt
Cpl
LCp1
Cpi
Cp3.
Cpl.
Sgt
LCpL
GySet
Sgt
chl
UySgt
Sgt
Cpl
Llp1
Sgt
Sgt
SSgt
PFC
Sg{_', ‘
Sg'i;
Cpl
Cpl
Sgt
GySgt
PFC
1Cpd
g
LG
Cpl
Cpl
Cp:ﬂ_
LCp1
Sg'.,":
iCpl

Rle]

1958024
1934581
2433989
1990668

340877
1858526
1521193
1206669
1217217
2103047
2784009
1262379
1522927
1324399
1598775
1495047
1937323
1410130
1938298
2122138
2049270
187875k
2029329
1931362
2087871

648118
1938580
2072L27
1128127
1802979
20013951
2077758
1913706
1872882
1383216
2132213
1862405
1805152
1992344
2029987
1906747

620207
2145100
2597109
1512212
1930111
2073647
1955999
20890472
2955410
1625945
2022280
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5th Air Medal
8¢h Air Medal
1st Air Madal
ond Air Medal
5th Air Medal
2nd Afr Medal
ifth Air Medal
6th Air Medal
Sth Air Medal
1st Adr Medal
Navy Commendation Medal
2nd Asir Medal
kih Ajr Medal
9th Afir Medal
S¢h Air Medal
S¢h Alr Medal
Znd Air Medal
2nd Air Medal
1st Air Medal
Jrd Adr Medal
4th Adr Madal
6¢th Adir Medal
oth Aixr Medal
Ird Adr Medal
8th Adr Medal
5¢h Adr Medal
13¢h Air Medal
1st Adr Medal
btk Adr Medal
15th Aixr Medal
10th Air Medal
2nd Air Medal
14th Air Medal
2¢0th Air Medal
Ird Adr Medal
1st Aix Medal
9¢h Aix Medal
6th Aix Medal
Ist Afr Medal
Oth Air Medal
1st Air Medal
3rd Alr Medal
1st Air Medal
2nd Air Medal
beh Adr Medal
ist Air Medal
4en Air Medal
1st Afir Madal
s5th Afir Medal
ist Air Medal
6th Air Medal
kih Ay Medal

-~ @ )
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SWATH, do Mo LCpy, 1938343  6th Air Medal
SUATY, Re Ro SSgy 1496368  2pd Air Medal
SUETTZER, Jo So Cpl 1847477  7%h Adr Medal
THOMPSON, W, R, SSgt. 1189162  4¢h Air Msdal
TUSHKOWSKT, Ro T, PFC 2329913  &4th Air Medal
VAN DYNE, Jo E Set 1892¢93 1st Air Medal
WALSHA, T, Po LCp1 2048491 1st Air Medal
WEEXLY, B, J, Sgt 129662  8th Air Medal
WINGATE, Jo E, SSgt 1848752  3Jrd Air Medal

he Cagsuslties

Circumshances surrounding the below listed crew member's injuries
are deseribud in the narrative pertion of this repvri for 25 July 1966:

FARRS, C, F,, Cpl,, 1958208 KIA 25 July 1966
HUDGIWS, K., Sgt., 1802979 WIA 25 July 1966

10
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MARINE MEUIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 363
Marine Aircraft Group 13 (Rein)
9th Marine Axphibious Brigade
FPO, San Francisce, 96602
‘ 3oVWHG: fe
3487
2 August 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commander, Spescial landing Force

Subj: After Exercise Report, Operations Deckhouse II and Hastingss
subnmisslion of

Ref: {a) Avinex U to Operation Order 328-67
Epcl: (1) Chronology of Significent Events, Operations Decichouse II and
Hastings
{2) Oporational Discrepancioes
(3) Statistical Summary

1. In accordance with reference {a), enclosures (1), (2} and (3) are

subnitied,
;%o Do Uu..i ’

MC GO

-~/ Y

g2

SUM"‘-‘\VH
+ o FSmom~ Novp /O

?*95/7»(09 -2/
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a -\ )
e @
CHROWOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EYEYTS
. Operation Deckhouse 11 began on the morning of 16 July 1986 with the

9rd Bn,, Sth Marines, HMM.363 and VMO.2 participating. The first of sixtesn
strike aircraft launched at #4818 from the flight deck of LPH.S to strike
zone Crow ai ceordinates YD 261718. One aireraft provided SAR between LPH-§
and Biuwe Beach (YD 33%714) while four gunships of VMO-2 (Deadlock) provided
escort, ‘wo trips were réquired to complete the Yift and no enemy fire was
enceuntered, :

Immediately after completion of the troop 1ift inte LZ Crow, the aireraft
then hegan a second 1ift into a second strike zone (Stork) at coordinates
YD 202760%, Two {rips were required to complete the 1ift, and no enemy {ire
was encountersd,

The strike zones were sccured soon after ceomplethion of the troop lifts
and four airerafy 1iPted the CP Group from IPH-5 to coordinates YD 316728,
Twe of the four aireralt remained ashere with the CP Group for direct smpport
and admin/iiaison missions, No enemy fire was encountered,

‘Twelve aircraft participated in another treoop 1ift during the afternoon
of the 16¢h with more elements of 3rd Bn., Sth Marines., Troope were 1ifted
from LPH.3 inte two mones at coordinates YD 260740 and YD 29769¢: No enemy
fire was encountered,

Combat carpo, adwminfiiaison, YIP and med evac missions were flown through-
out the day in support of the SIF, Neo fire incidente were reported for the

day.
12 July 1966

Two direet suwpert aircraft performed a recom insert from coordinates
YD 1363727 into coordinates YD 260746 in two trips. The same twe aircraft
then insertad another recon team into YD 26@64) from coordinates YD 3§3727
in two trips. Fo snemy fire was eneountered,

Ton aircraft participated in a strike with elements of 3rd Bn., 5th Marines.
Troops were picked up at ccordinates YD 266759 and transported into two strike
zones at coordinates YD 299743 and ¥D 277716, respectively. On= med evac was
immediately 1ifted from YD 277716 to LPE-S after the striks. Ho enemy fire
was enceountered,

Jix airerafl participated in a strike from coordinates, YD 264742 into the
strike zons at coordinates YD 260248, Three trips were required te complete
the 1ift and no enewy fire was encountsred, '

Comhat carpe, admin/ilzison, and med svac missionsbwere flown throughout
the day ju support of Opsration Deckhouse II and no enemy fire was encountered
by 4he zireralt.

Twe nipht med evac aircrafd on standby aboard LPA.S were launched north
to pick-up two pilots who had sjected frem a U, 5, Air Force {4C, The pick-up
. was made at dusk approximately 6 miles north of the M2, The two Alr Force

1
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pilots were able to eject into the water approximately one mile from shore.
Heavy fire from shorse was encountersd while the pick-ups were made by the
lead aireraft. No hits were received and the two happy pilots wers retuined
to the LPH-3 vhere they were given roubine medical examinations.

18 Jduly 1964

Bight airersft retracted equipment and troops from YD 293761 to LPH.5 in
four trips. No enemy fire was oncountered,

Two aircraft retracted a recon team frowm YD 262768 to the battalion CP
at coordinates YD 315722, No snemy fire was encountered.,

Operation Deckhouse IT ended at noon om the 18th as squadrem aireraff
bhegan 1ifting troops from the Deckhouse operating area into strike zones in
the Oparation Hastings operating areaz,

The 3rd Pn., 5th Marines wmoved dirsectly from Operation Deckhouse 1I into
Operation Hastings, which was already inm progress further to the west., Tuelve
aireraft of HMM.963 followed by twelve aircraft of HMM.34 and six airerafi of
HMM-361, transported troops from coordinsies YD 263637 and YD 284687 into the
first strike sone (LZ Crow) at coordinates YD #73613. One HMM.361 aircraft
reported enemy automatic weapons fire in the immediate vicinily of the sirike
zone, Deadlock, escort aireraft provided by VMO.2, confirmed the enemy posi-
tion, and in a time. span of approximately 5 minutes, troops of 3/% had cap-
tured the enemy weapon reporting two ememy KIA and one enemy WIA in the process.

Troops were then 1ifted from YD 33@705, YD 332684 and YD 367727 into a
second strike zone (LZ Dove) at coordinates YD p846#6. Five trips were required
to complete the 1ift and no further enemy fire was encountered,

Squadron aireraft flew resupply and routine med ovac missions for the
remainder of the day., WMo onemy fire was reported during these missions.

19 duly 2956

Threoughoat the day squadren aireraft flew med evac, admin/liaison, resupply
and acvrizi vecon missions. At L7450 two aireraft on resupply wmissions from
Dong Ha in coordinates YD 54652 encountered enemy smell arms fire in the
vicinity of coordinates YD #68657. There were no hits or injuries.

20_duiy. 1956

Tuelve UMM.36% aircraft fellowed by HMM.163 and HMM-161 aireraft trans-
porled troops of the lst Bn,, st Marines from Ueng Ha airstrip into a strike
gone at coordinates YD A72612. When the first two trips had heen completed,
the transport aireraft wer2 requested to delay the 1ift by the ground forces
already in the zone, because immedlate contact had been made with an enemy
force of andetermined size. After a fifteen minute delay, the 1ift was con-
tinued with no enemy fire incidents reported by the transport helicopters,

Two aircraft on a resupply mission from Dong Ha LSA %o the Ridpebeam CP
st ecoordinates YO A5664R encountered moderate sneny small arms five im the

vicinity of coordinates YD #56643, There were no hits or injuries, ENCLOSURE([ )
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The same tvo aircrafi om on aerial reconraissance mission encountered enewy
fire from an vndetermined posgitien. The lesd aircoralt rec
of the nain rotor blades vesulting in wincr demape to the aicceraft. There were
no injuries to the crey,

Med evae, admin/liaison, and resupply nmissions were flown throughout the
day with no fupther Iire incidents reported.

Fourteen aireralt participated in a strike with two Vietnamese Military
ranger battalisns. +he Yielnamese forces were pleked up ot coordinates
ID 998519 and “ransporiad to the strike sone at coordinates AD §76520, Two
trips were required to compleie the 11ft and no enemy fire was encountered,

Tuclive aircraft participated in an administrative treoop 1ift hetween Cam
Lo and coovdinates ¥D ¢526588. Troops of 2ad Bn,, 9th Marines at Cam Lo re.
placed troops of “rd Bu., #%h Marines at coordinotes YD ¢53654, Three trips
vere required to complete the 1ift and no enemy fire was encountered,

Squadron 2ircraft flew wmed evac, resupply and aerial recon missions during
the day with no enemy fire encountersd,

2891y 1966

Tuo airsraft extracted an eight man reeon team from coordinates YD 058531,
and transported them to Cam Lo. No enemy fire was encountered,

Tywo aircra?t were launched from Uong Ha to coordinates YD $23617 to picke
up 9 U5, WIA znd 2 U. S, sick. The two aircraft made the pick-vp and then
encountered enemy auvbtomatic weapons [ire leaving the zone, There were no hits
and swppressing fire wes not usad,

fdminfliaison, resupply, serial recon, and med evac missions were flown
for the remainder of the day with no further enemy fire reported.

23 duly 1956

Squadron aiveraft flew a variety of resupply, admin/liaison, med evae and
aerial recon missions throushout the day in support of Operatiom Hastings, No
enemy fire wase zneountersd,

2k Juty 1968

Tyo night wed evae aireraft on standby at Dong Fa were Jaunched to coordi-
nates YO 438427 to pick-up 6 U, 5, WIA, The {wo aireraft mads the pick-up
while the zen® was under snemy seml-automatic weapons fire, The aircraft wers
not hit and seppressing Pire was not used. The U, 5, WIA were rsturned to
DY Med with ne further ineidents,

One aireralt escorted by one Peadlock escort inserted a five man recon tean
at cocrdinates D ¢350674, Mo snewy fire wasz sncouwntersd,

/ 3
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) Six}aircraft vge alrvted aboard LPIL S te make ganight, emergencey, amuo
resuoply to coord Whes XD 64583 (Pennant “innar, \@Pue to the heavy cloud
cover, Buckitooth R34 provided a {lare drop to iilumiziate the landing zcne,
The two lead aircraft made three round trips wo the zone while the remaining
four made twn round irips each, Light enemy aniper fire was encouniered im
the vieinity of the drop sone, but no hits were received by the aircraft. 411

aireraft returned to IPH-5 without furiher incident,

25 July 3966

: Sguadron aireraft flew rouline resupply wisslons most of the dzy in suppord
of W, S, units participating in Operation Hastings. No enemy fire was encoun-
tered by sausdron sireraft during the day.

26 July 1966

Two aireraft flew £rom Dong Ha to Cam Lo to pick-up a 1& man recon tesm,
The recen tean was inserted at coordinates ¥D 122479, and no enemy fire was
encountersd,

Pwe aivcrafi inserted a tuelve man recon tean at coordinateé.XD 991512,
The two aireraft then returned to Cam Lo and picked up & U, S, KIA for the
USS Repose. No ememy fire was encountered.

The saquadron aireraft flew extensive resupply missions for the remainder
af the day in support of all U, 5, units in the fisld. Several aircraft
shuttied U, S, WIA and sick from "D" Med to the USS Repose. Mo enewy fire was
encounteraed during the day.

22 Suly 1865
YaTrd

Four aireraft retracted a recon team from coordinates XD ¢8#L33. The recoun
team was transported te Cam Lo, and no enemy [ire was encountered,

Fourteen aireraft participated im an administrative troop 1ift of elements
of 9rd Ba., 5th Marines from 14 Dova (ID 2557L4) 4o coordinates YD 965592,
Four ¢rips were reguired to complete the 1ilt and no enemy fire was encountered.
The remainder of the missions flown during the day by squadron airerafi

included admin/lisison, med evac and resupply missions. No enemy fire wes en-
countered.

28 July 1956

Ho troop 1ifts were flown during the day. Squadron aircraft fizw routine
med evac, resupply and aerial recon wissions. No enemy Fire was encowtered,

29 Iy 1956

Three aireraft retracted a 1% man recon team from coordinztes ¥D d65564,
Ho snemy fire was encountered and the recon veam was returned to Dong Ha,

L,
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Seven aircraft retracted the artillery element of 3rd Bn., 5th Marines from
YD 117578 to LPH-53, No enemy fire was encountered,

Eight aireraft retracted Kilo and Lima companies of the 3rd Bn,, 5th Marines
from XD oBL56L t+o LPH.3, No enemy fire was encountered,

3¢ July 1966

Two aireraft inserted and retracted a five man recon team in the vicinity
of coordinates XD R961 three different times., The recon teams mission was to
evaluate the resvits of a B-52 bombing raid in the area, The aircraft remained
over<head the entire time and no enemy fire was encountered,

Eieht squadron aircraft followed by sixteen aireraft of HMM-161 and HMM-163
retracted the remaining elements of 3rd Bn., 5th Marines still ashore from coordi-
nates XD 989562 to LPH~5. One HMM.161 aircraft went down on the beach due to
mechanical :difficulties during the 1ift, A U, S, reaction force was flown in
from Cam Io to provide security for the downed aircraft, while maintenance crews
repaired the down aireraft. HNo enemy fire was encountered during the retraction.

By 1644H, the 3rd Bn., 5th Marines had been retracted from Operation Hastings
to LPl.5, and all squadreon aircraft were aboard the ship.

ENCLOSURE( |
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OPERATIONAL DISCREPANCIES

DECIHOUSE I

During Operation Dackhouse II there vere no significant operational dise
crepancies pertaining to helicopter ground support operations. This can be
mainly attributed ¢o the fact that only one battalion and one squadron were
involved in a small eperating area with LPHo5 as the only coordinating unit.

QPERATIONAL DISCREPANCIES

HASTINGS

Operation Hastings had three major areas in which sigaificant operational
discrepancies arose constantly, as far as helicopter support was concerned.

Discrevancy: At DEG 201358H, two aircraft departed the Dong Ha LSA to
coordinates YD 995517 on mission 441 in support of 20d Bn., %th Marines,
Landshark "B was eontacted enroute to the drop zome, and the alreraflt were
informed thoye were no save-a-planes in the area at that time,

. The Pirst aireraft made its drop inm the one plane zone, and was departing

the zone as i1t called im the number twe aireraft, During this time an air

strike began 500 meters to the west of the zome, and bombs were loosed over

the heads of the resupply helicopters. A mortar barrage them began in the
immediate viecindty of the air strike, and the helicopters were advised to

depart the area hy ground units as they were directly in lime with the trajectory
path of the wmortars.

Discrepaney: At DTG 20182411 two aireraft on an aerial recon mission number
7495 contacted "BY as ¢hey departed the Dong Ha area, landshark "B" informed
the aircrafi that there were no sav-a-planes in the area. Immediately after
the two aireraly cniered the area to be recomned, a U, S. Air Force bird dog
aireraft called the two helicopters on guard and advised them to depart immedie
ately, as they were in the middle of an artillery barrage.

Discussion: In both of these instances, Landshark "B" was contacted by
the helicopterg as they departed the hazard areas, Ia both cases landshark "B
informed the aireraft they had no knowledge of either the air strikes or the
artillery fire zmnd therefore had no control over them,

Recommendations: Landshark "B" being the central controlling agency for all
aircraft supperting the operation should be kept advised by all units supporting
the operation who use weapons that might prove hazardous to helicopter flight.

Helicopter flishts, due to the nature of their mission, are hazardous under
the hest of conditions. All necessary precautions then should be made by all
controlling agencies, whether they be fixed wing, artillery, or the ground units
themselves, to 1limit unnecessary hazards for helicopter flights.

) Disorepanav: A second ma jor discrepancy involved helicopter resupply opera-
tions from the LSA at Dong H2, During heavy resupply operations invelving more
. ENCLOSURE(2.3
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than six helicopters at a time, the LSA proved to be a bottleneck because its
munitions, food and water were concentrated im a small area,

Discussion: Because of the larpe open areas available in all directions
adjacent to the LSA, the LSA could have been oxpanded several times its actual

size to expedite helicopter loading,

Recommendesiones A time and motlion study of personnel available for loading
helicopters, sgaec availahle for loading helicopters, and the best number of
helicopters to 1c2d at one time should be made to give the 0IC of the LSA'g
a puide to go by for resupply operations. This in turn could very likely show
that less helicepters need be used for resupply operations freeing the extra
aireraft for other missions. '

Genpe Disevasions

On many occasicns helicapters on resupply missions found coordinates of
field units to he up to several thousand meters off, In most cases, this was
due to the thick juagle foliage which hampered the ability of the field com-
manders to pinpoint their positions from the ground with any great degree of
accuracy., This gituation arose mainly when ground units were on the move
from point to point. The stationary units that were resupplied regularly
provided good landing zones and good radio control for helicopters entering
their zones throughout the operation,

Enclosure (2)
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY

OPERATION DECKHOUSE II

DATE SORTIES PAX CARGO TONS MED EVACS FLT HOURS
16 JUL 393 668 26,7 6 83.4
17 JUL 320 522 14 .90 19 62,7
TOTALS 693 119¢ 4g.7 25 16,1

OPERATION HASTINGS

18 JUL 236 1202 22,5 3 131.1

19 JUL 233 332 9.8 13 23.5
2¢ JUL 259 354 2,5 1 82,8
21 JUL 73] 99¢ 37,8 13 1448
22 JUL 279 329 25,8 51 01 .9
23 JUL 26l 311 16,9 22 167.5
24 JUL 350, 473 2¢.8 32 76,7
25 JUL 273 206 38.9 5 95.6
26 JUL 226 bl 13.5 L3 5l,1
27 JUL 369 452 31, 22 P74
28 JUL 195 123 16.1 33 594
29 JUL 250 339 22.5 1 86.5
3¢ JUL 184 3474 6.0 32 65.0
TOTAL: 3523 5898 278,1 321 11254
COMBINED

TOTAL: 4216 7688 318.8 346 12715

c:d
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