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PART I . ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

Qo

-8

Ca

d,

Squadron Commander and Staff, with inclusive dates of duration in
asqlgnwd billets: :

Commanding Officer
Executive Officer
Operations Officer
Administrative Officer
Logistics Officer
Maintenance Officer

- Safety Officer

Intelligence Officer

HMM.163, MAC.13 {(Rein), 9th MAB, FiMFPac
"359363, HAG.15 (Rom) 9th MAB FifPac

© $5.31Aug 1966  LtCol. J, i, MC GOUSH
5-31Aug 1966 Major G. J,
5-91Aug 1966 - Major Wo H
5.31Aug 1966  Capt, M. R, BANNING
5.314ug 1966 Major J. L,

YOBORA
. GRAHAM

MALWELL

5-33Aug 1966  Capt, B, M, GRIMES
5.3 Aug 1966 Capt, T w AMIS
5-31Aug 1966 Capt. R, M, NEBEL

U.5.8, Iwo Jima (LPH.2) .. 5-31Aug 1966

Average wmonthly strength of squadron: 234

Inportant visitors to the sguadron: None

(5-288ug 1966)
(15-31Aug 1966)
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PART II . NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DURING REPORTING PERIOD

During the period $-6 August, the ship was in port at Subic Bay the
ma jority of the time and only routine administrative passenger and cargo
and maintenance test flights were flowan.

On 7 August, a rohearsal was conducted for Operation Hilltop YI on the
island of Mindoro near the town of San Jose. With the navy aireraft pro-
viding SAR, 13 squadron aircraft were launched from the LPH-2 and 1ifted
elements of 1st Bm,, 26th Marines ashore to coordinates 995398, code named
“1Z Swan", At 13388, 14 aircraft retracted the troops to the ship, The
1if¢ was completed by 1600H without incident.

Fiight operations on 8 Auéust consisted of test flighte in the morning
and three afternocn launches that shuttled passengers and carge between the
various ships of the group.

Opsration HIlltep VI began 9 August with 1st Bn., 26th Marines, HMM-363,
and the U.5.5, Iwo Jima particlipating in the initial ¢roop assault.

One aircraft launched from the LPH-2 at #64sH to provide aerial recon-
naissance of coordinates 939755, and to act as TACA for the troop 1ift.

Fifteen aircraft then launched from the LPH-2 to transport the assault
troops from the ship into the strike zone, code mamed L2 “Sparrow", at
coordinates 932745, An additional aireraft provided ship to shore SAR
while the 1ift was in progress. During the 1if%, the ship’s fuel was found
to be contaminated with sulphur and all flights were temporarily cancelled
after eleven trips had been made ashore. BEarly in the afternoom, twelve
aircraft resumed the 1ift, completing it im six trips.

later in the afternoocn, two aireraft were launched to LZ Sparrow to
pick-up two U, 5, med ovacs., The same two aircraft launched again to picke
up one U, S5, med avac at coordinates 965585, All med evacs were returned
. to the LPH-2,

One aircraft flew liaisonnissions between the U.5,5, Iwe Jima, Thomaston,
Vancouver and San Jese Airport and made ene VIP rum to the CP at L Sparrow
with BGen RYAN and his party. o

On 10 August, Pour aircraft launched from the LPH-2 to LZ Sparrow to
shuttle troops and carge freom the landing zone to Lé Crow at coordinates
931768. Two of the aircraft made eisht trips during the 1ift while the
remaining two made six trips,

Two aircraft launched from the LPH.2 on a simulated med evac at coordi-
nates $1571¢, Yhile enroute, they were diverted to an actual med evae at
coordinates 927779, No med evac was at the designated coordinates and the
aircraft returned to the ship.

. Two aircraft launched from the LPH.2 to shuttle water and rations from

the ship to elements of 1/26 at LZ Swan, LZ Sparrow and coordinates 873731

and 963764, ENCLOSURE( ) ¥
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In the afternoon, six aircraft were launched from the IPH=2 %0 a picke
up point at coordimates 829821 for a training strike into a sirike zone at
coordinates 93779%., One aircraft was diverted to pick-up a U. S. med evac
at coordinates 965776 and .transport the evacuee to the ship. Another air.-
craft proceeded to the Belgrade Six CP after the 1ift to pick-up passengers
for an aerial recon of coordinates 9483, 95680 and 9877, The passengers were
returned to the CP and the aircraft returned te the ship.

Four aircraft lawnched on 11 August from the LPH.2 with water and rations
for the Battaliom CP at coordinates 926779 and Belgrade Uslta at 94#fl%,
Four ¢rips were required to complete the 1ift. Two of the aircraft picked
up the CO's of the U.5.5, Vancouver and U.S.5. Thomaston and parties and re-
turned them to the LPH.2,

Two aireraft lavached early in the afternosn to L4 Crow at coordinates
PLP769 to retraat the troops amd cargo of the 1f7MH Battery back to the
LPH-2, Five trips were required to complete the 1ift.

Pour aireraft wore launched to tramspord troops and squipzent of Belgrade
Charlie from L¢ Sxan to LZ Bagle. Tuwo additiemal airecraft joinmed the 1ift
later and helped cauplete the 1ift.

A variety of trecp shuttlos, adminflisisen and resupply £lishis were
flown in the aftcrnoom in addition to the above. One wed evac was picked
up at Lé Bagle and returned ¢o the U.5,5, Yaneouver,

Early morning of 12 August found thirtcen aireraft launching from the
LPH.2 %o LZ'g Raven and Sparrow Lo kagin retracting the treops of 1/26 back
to the LPH.2, Tho treops and equipzsnt were retracted first from L4 Raven
and then from L& Sparrow. Twenty trips were required to complete the 1ift
in weather that wecaue very warginal towards the end of the 1ift, thus ending
the opsration. :

No £lisht oporations wore conductced on 13 August as the ship was enroute
to BWN and the operating area for Deckhouse ILI,

Flight opsrations on 14 and 15 August consisted of routine passenger and
cargo runs to Vung Tauw, Bien Hoa and Tan Son Nhut AFB, Other passengers and
cargo were shwbtled between the LPH-.2 and the vavious shipe of the group.

Un the morning of 16 August at ¢850H, sixteen squadron aircrafé launched
to transport assault troops of the 1st Bn,; 26th Marines from the U.5.5, luo
Jima to shore, Tho imitial strike sones, code named "Bluehird” at -coordi-
nates IS5 895764 and "Canary" at coordinates YS 869739, were prepped by naval
gunfire and U. S, Air Force F-108's., Two Klendike gunships provided escort
for the strike while s third Klondike slick acted as Playboy TACA,

Barly in the afternoon, %Lwo aireraft launched te transpert the SL¥ ashore
- for a beach inspection. Upon completion of the inspection, twelve aircraft
launched from the LPH.2 to transport H&S Co, and oxternel cargo to L4 Bagle
‘al coordinates ¥$ 822715, The 1ift was completed after five ripa.

3
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Direct oupport and med evac missiomns were flowm by squadron aireraft for
the remainder of the day with ne epcwy fire encountered.

H?st miosions £lown on 17 Avgust were direct support and med evac missions
fbr 1 260

Two airerafly, after delivering supplies to ¥S 847730, picked up two heab
casvaltiecs and Ghen proceeded to Y8 816691, Five U, 5,WIA's were picked wp
from this gone cmd the aireraft returncd to the ship. In the afterneen, two
additional 0ed ovees were piecked up at ¥S 799773 and returned to the ship,

At W358, oight aircraft launched from the LPH.2 to L& Canary (Y5 864739),
Troops and couignent of Glimmer "B® wero them 1ifted to a new location at Lé

WEeﬂ.(Ys 832767} in eix trips.

Ay 17268, fowr aircraft launched from the LPA-2 to L& Esgle (YS 822715),
A 2k wan rocom Pardy was thea imserted at ¥S 788723 with no enemy fire reported,

On 18 Auguo®, oporations begap with twe aireraft launching to LZ Eagle,
After pickigﬁAmp gno U, S, WIA, tho airorafl® proceeded to Li Wren. One
additional and one KIA were picked up and the aireraft returned te the ship.

Ay 10528 oix cireraft lawnched from the LPH-2 to Lé Eagle. Troops and
equipment of tko 1874 Biry, wore then 1ifted to 2 new locationm at IZ Vren,
The 1if¢ we couploted at 14528,

During ibe renainder of the day, squadren aireraft flew direet support
missions. Tho Final flight of the day was a two plane launch at 174¢H to
conduct a breadenst mission in the Hay Tap gogret area.

Barly morming of 19 August fownd three aireraft launching from the LPH-2
to ¥5 752731 fer a recon retraction., Prior te reaching the pick-up psint,
they were advised thmt the patrol wne pinned dowa by an estimated 3¢ VG,
Wnile two Kloudiké gunships flew cover for the patvel, the aireraft diverted
to Lé Bagle where they were joined by two additienal aircraft. 4 reaction
foree wes 1ifted to ¥S 752731, but contact had been broken and they were rew
turned to L& Bagle, The 2% man regon patrol was then extracted to L& Yagle
without further ineident,

Subsequent to ¢their return to the ship, twe aireralt relaunched to 12 Eagle
vhere they picked wp Glismer Six and made a recon of Lé's Hawk and Yove. One
wed evac wap picked up at L4 Hauk and the aiveraft returned to the ship after
dropping Glimmer Siz at L Bagle.

At 09122H, ten aireraft launched from the LPE.2 te Li Deve (Y5 7708¢8).
Twp hundred and twenty two troops of Glimmer “C" were them 1ifted to Blue Beach
(YS 825697) in three trips.

Twelve airceaft lawnched at 1246 and procesded to L4 Wrem. Two hundred
eighteen troops of Glimmer "D" were them 1ifted ¢o the ship in thres trips.

& .
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Squadron aircraft flew direct support and med evac missions the remainder
of the day with no enemy fire reported,

At $620H om 20 August, thirteen sguadron aircraft launched from the LPH.2
to LZ Wren and commenced 1ifting troops and equipment of Glimmer "BY and the
Howtar Btry. to the ship. Upcn completing this 1ift, the aircraft then pro-
ceeded to LZ Bagle awd retracted CP amd H&S Co, persennel to the ship in five
trips. To complets the retraction, Climmer "A" was then 1ifted from LZ Eagle

¢to Blue Beach. .

On the morning of 21 August, three aircraft launched from the LPH-2 and
carrisd CIG 79.3, 76.% and party to Hdgtrs. LI FForcesV at Bien Hoa for a
p%amn%gg conferencs, On the return trip, a recon was wade of coordinates
IS 6470,

In the afternecn, three aircraft launched and proceeded to Ben Len
(¥S 433671) and US 836567 and lifted two Code Sevens and gtaff to the LPH.2
for a briefing., Other squadron aireraft shuttled passengers and cargo
between the LPH-2 and various ships of the group.

Operation Deckhiouse IX1, Phase II, began on 22 August, one day after the
first phase of Deckhouse Il had ended. One aireraft launched early ia the
morning with ORimmer Six aboard to provide an area reeen, and to later pro-
vide SAR capabilities for the assault treop 1ift from the U.5.3. Iwe dime.

Sixteen aireralt participated in the initial strike from the LPH.2 with
the 1s¢ Bn., 26th Farines. Troops of Delta Company were lifted.in two waves
into the initial strike zone at coordinates ¥S 645645, code named "Jove'.
Bravo Company was them lifted into a2 sccond strike zone at coordinates Yo
655702, code named "Bawk”,

Subsequently, the aiveraft began flying direct support, med evae, and
aerial recon missions Tor the battaliom for the remainder of the day.

Two aireraft inserted a twenty one mam recon team from L4 Hawk into
coordinates Y5 585574 at 18(¢H,

By 104fH, all aircraft had returned to the ship with no enemy fire being
encountered during the day.

The majority of the flights on 23 August were in direct support of the
1st Bn,, 26th Marines. Combat carpgo was transported from the U.5.5, Iwo Jima
and U,5.5, Vancouver te the HST apea at L2 Howk. Other direet support missions
included aerial recon flights and wed evaes,

Tuo aircrafi were launched to Xuyen Moe (VS 654685) with a ecivic action
team. After returning to the LPH.2, the two airecraft launched apain with
llaison officers from the SIF and proceeded to the 1st Australian Task Force
CP at YT 435683 and then to the 173rd Airborne Brigade CP im the vicinity
of coordinates ¥T 4885, The aireraft then returned to the LPH.2,

]
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In the afternoon, four aircraft, escorted by a Klondike gunship, re-
tracted a 22 man recon team from coordinates ¥S5 6087598 and returned them
to L& Hawk, OSubsequently, a 24 man recon team was picked up at L2 Hauk
and inserted at coordinates Y5 713633, MNo enemy fire was encountered.

In additiom to the two Condition IV night med evac aircraft, four aire
eraft and erews were placed on a Condition IV standby to provide 1ift capa<
bilities for a reaction force on standby ashore in the event a recon team
previously inserted needed help. The aireraft were not needed,

On 24 August; two aircraft were launched early in the wmorning to Glimmer
"A" at coordinates Y5 615724 where two med evacs were picked up and returned
to the ship. The aircraft then proceeded to Glimmer "C' at coordinates IS
675585 to pick-up three additional med evacs,

Two aireraft launched with a civic action team for Xuyen Moc (Y5 655685).
After returning to the LPH.2, they were relaunched immediately on & priority
ammo resupply to L& Hawk.

Most flights during the day were in direct support of 1/26 carrying
water and ratione to the various company positions. Med evac missions were
alse flown with mo enemy fire encountersd on any flight.

In the afternoen, & 2% man recon team was retracted without incident
- from ¥S.733642 by four aircrafi -amd returned-to li Hawk, . Escort for the. _ .
retraction vas provided by a Klondike gumship, ‘

Most of the wissions flown om 25 August were direct suoport flights of
logistic carge fer 1/26, Water, rations, and ammo were lifted from the LPH-2
and U.5,3, Vancouver throughout the day to all company positioms.

Two aireraft picked up three med evacs at Glimmer "D"position, and one
med evec from the Glimmer "B" position and returned them to the LPH-2., No
enemy fire vas encountered throuwghout. the day, :

On 26 August, resupplies of ammo, water, rations and fresh fruit were
lifted throughout the day from the LPH.2 and U,S5.S. Vancouver for all ele-
ments of 1st Bm., 26th Marines ashere. Med evacs were picked.up from all
positions except Glimmer "B" during the day and returned to the ship. -

At 1337H, ¢{welve aireraft launched and proceeded to ¥S 6753583 "C¥ Co,
was then transported from these coordinates into 2 strike zone abt coordinates
I3 732762 without incident, Three trips were required to complete the 1ift
and escort was provided by Klondike Playboy. Just prior to the strike, the
zone was prepped by Maval Qunfire amd Air Force FAC'g,

Teo aireraft lawnched from the ship to YS 591667 and ¥S 598755 to pick-
up YC prisoners, The prisoners wers returned to IZ Hawk and the aircraf

returned to the ship.

Three aircraft inserted a 22 man recon team from L4 Hawk into ¥S 665380
with no enemy fire reported.

6
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At 1155H on 27 August, eight aircraft retracted troops of "C" Company
from L2 Ogl (YS 731757) to Green Beach (Y5 678585) in four trips.

Later in the afternoon, eight aircrafti Yaunched from the IPH-2 to coordis
nates Y5 597679 to retract troops of "B" Company to the U,5.5, Iwo Jima.
Four additional aireraft lamched at this time to transfer 24 Amtrae personnel
from LZ Hawk to the U.S.S. Vancouver. They then joined the initial troop
retraction, completing the 1ift in three trips,

Two aireraft lavnched at 1645H and 1lifted a section of 81 mortay platoon
from Y5 675588 to LZ Hawlk. :

Rovtine resupply ﬁissions wera flown throughout the day without incident,

Routine resupply missions were {lown throughout the morning of 28 August
without incident, Four med evacs were Llified from Y5 634615 and one U, 5.
KIA was 1ifted from YS 647602, A1l were returned to the LPH.-2. :

At 13008, four aireraft launched from the IPH-2 to 12 Capary (¥S 508714)
where they were joined by four alrcraft diverted from resupply missions and
began retracting "A' Company to LZ Hauwk., Six of the aireraft completed the
11ft inm six trips while two aircraft were diverted after the first trip to
Glimmer "C" at YS 650602 on an emergency resupply of battle dressings. The
two aircraft then picked up two med_evacs_at Y5 641621 and returned-themte — —— — —

" " the ships

At IB0PH, two aircraft flew an emergency resupply of 195MM ammo from the
LPH.2 %o Lé Hawks Two trips were required to complete the resupply in very
marginal weather,

Commencing at 06528 on 29 August, fifteen aireraft launched from the LPH-2
to bepin retracting all remaining elements of 1st Bn., 26th Marines still
aghore, Delta Co. was lifted from ¥5 563684 to the ship in twe trips, H&S
Co. from LZ Hawk to the ship im sin trips, and "A" Co. was 1ifted from Lé
Hawk to Red Beach (Y5 62¢579) in two trips. One additional aireraft provided
TACA for the 1if%t which was completed by 130¢H,

Administrative runs were made to the 173rd Airborne Brigade CF and lst
Australian Task Forece CP during the remainder of the day. Three U, 3. KIAlg
were transforred to the 93rd Evacuation Hospital at long Binh and inter-ship
transfers of cargo and passengers were also wmade. -

To complete operations this date, one aircraft launched at 1648E to
provide TACA for salvage operations of am LCM which had capsized 50¢ meters
off Brown Beach,

No flieht operations were conducted on 3¢ August as the ship was enroute
to Subic Bay to participate im Operation Bolader with the FPhillippine Marines.

On 31 August, squadron aireraft made administrative passenger and cargo
runs ‘o Cubi Pt., Clark AFB with scven med evacs, Corregidor and Manila.

?
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADROM 3673
Marine Aireraft Group 15 (Rein)
. 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
FPO, San Francisco, 96602
3:WHG: fe
B0 :
1 September 196

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Cormander, Speeial landing Force

Subj: After Exoreise Report, Operation Deckhouse III; submission of

L
Ref: - (a) Annex U to Operation Order 328-67 3
Encl: (1) Chronology of Significant Bvents ,}
(2) Operational Discrepancies .
. (3) Statistical Summary &~
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1. In accordanee with reference {a), enclosures (1), (2) and (3) are
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVINTS

Qe 1066

Sixteen HMM-363 aircraft launched at #85¢H to transport assault troops of
1stBn., 26th Marines from the U.S5,5, Iwo Jima to shore. The initial strike
zones, code named "Bluebird” at coordinates ¥S 895764 and "Canary"” at coordi-
nates YS 869739, were prepped by naval gunfire and U, S, Air Force F-149's,
Two Klondike gunships provided escort for the strike while a third Klondike
slick acted as Playboy TACA. No enemy fire was encountered throughout the

strike,

Two aireraft launched early in the afternoon to transpert the SLF ashore
for a beach inspection. Upon completion of the inspection, twelve aircraft
launched from the LPH.2 to transport H&S Company and external carge to LZ
Eagle at coordinates Y 822715 which was now occuplied by advance CP Group per-
sonnel. The 1if% was completed afier five irips and no enemy fire was encoun-

‘I"t@F@do

Direct support and med evac missions were flown by sguadron aircraft for
the remainder of the day with no enemy fire encountered.

17_Angnst 1966

M?s% missions flown during the day were direct support and med evac missions
for 1/26.

Two aircraft, after deliverimg supplies to Y5 84773¢, picked up 2 heat
casualties and then proceeded to ¥S 816691, Five U, S, WIR were picked up from
this zone and the aircraft returned to the ship, Two additional med evacs were
lifted in the afternocn from Y5 799773 to the LPH-2,

Eight aircraft launched from the LPH-2 at 1835H to L4 Canary (Y5 864739).
Troops and equipment of Glimmer "B" were then 1ifted to a new locationm at Lé
Wren (VS 83&797??8 Six ¢trips were required to complete the 1ift and no enemy
fire was encountered. '

A% 1726H, four aircraft launched from the LPH-2 to LZ Bagle (Y5 822715).
A 24 man recon parly was inserted at Y5 788725 with no enemy fire reported.

) Operations began this day with two aireraft launching from the LPH.2 to
L% Baple, After picking up 1 U, S, WIA  the aircraft proceeded 4o Li Wren.
One additional WIA and 1 KIA were picked up and the aircraft returned to the

. ship.

At 1052H, six aircraft launched from the LPH<2 to Lé Bagle. Troops and
equipment of the 107MM Btry. were then lifted to a new location at L4 Wren.
, The 1ift was completed at 1452H with ne enemy fire encountered.

1
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Squadren aireraft flew direct support missioms the remainder of the day
and at 1700H, ¢we aircraft were launched to conduct a broadcast mission in

the May Tao sccret area,

19 Ausust 1945

Three aireraft were launched from the LPH-2 at #s54sH to YS 752791 for a
recon retraction., Prior to reaching the pick-up point, they were advised
that the pairel was pinned down by YC. While 2 gunships flew cover for the
patrol, the alreraft diverted to LZ Eagle where they were joined by two
additional aireraft. A reaction force was lifted to ¥S 752731, but contach
had been broken and they were returned ‘o LZ Eagle., The 2% man recon patrol
was then retracted to 12 Bagle without Purther incident.

Kter returning to the ship, 2 aircraft relaunched to LZ Bagle where they
picked up Olimaer Six and made a recom of 1Z's Hawk and Dove. One med evae
was picked up al L% Hawk and the ajreraft returned to the ship after dropping

Glimmer Sis at LZ Eagle,

At 09128, ten aireraft lavnched from the LPH.2 %o L2 Dove (YS 77¢8¢8).
Tuo hundred and Gwenty twe troops of Glimmer “C were 1ifted to Blue Beach
(Y5 825697) 1n three trips with no enemy fire reported,

At 12b6H, 12 aireraft launched from the LPH-2 to L2 Wren, Two hundred
eighteen troops of Glimmer "D were 1ifted to the ship in three trips.

T?;ﬁr@maﬂndew of the day was gpent in direct support and med evae missions
for 1/26.

28 Aueust 1946

At #6208, 13 aircraft launched from the LPH.2 to LZ Wren and commenced
1ifting troops and equipment of Climmer “B” and the Howtar Biry. te the ship,
Upon completing this 1ift, the aireraft then proceeded to L Eagle and re-
tracted OF and H&S Co. personnel to the ship in five trips. To complete the
retraction, Glimmer "A" was then 1ifted from LZ Eagle to Plue Beach. Mo enemy.
fire was reported for the wetraction which lasted throughout the morning.

Opsration Deekthouse III, Phass IL, began one day after the first phase of
Deekhouse III had ended. One aircraft lawnched early in the morning with
Glimmer Six aboard to provide an area recon, and to later provide SAR capa-
bilities for the assault troop 1ift from the U,5,5, Iws Jima.

Sixteen aireraft participated in the imitial strike from the Iwo Jima with
the 1st Bn., 28th Marines, The troops of D2lta Company were lifted in two
waves into the initial strike zeone at coordinates ¥S 645648 code named "Jove®,

2
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Bravo Company was them lifted into & second strike zone at coordinates
Y5 655702, eedo named "Hawk", No enemy fire was encountered at either strike

2oNna,

Iumediately afier the strike was cempleted, the aircraft began flying
direet suppers, 24 evac, and acrial recon missions for the battalion for the

remainder of ¢ho day.

Two aireraf(; inserted a tweniy one man recon team from LZ Hawk in to
coordinates %S 38357%. WNo ememy firc was encountered,

23 _byevat 3935

The majority of the day's flights were in dirgct support of the 1lst Bn.,
26th Marineo, OCoumbat carge was transperted from the U, S, S, Iwo Jima and
0.5.5, Yancouver inte the HIT area at L& Hawlk. Other direct support missions
inclvded acrial rocon flights and wed evacs.

Tuo airernt? wore launched to fuyen Moc (¥S 654685) with a civic action
team. After roturning to the IPH-2, the two aircraft launched again with
lialson officorg £rea the SLF and procecded o the lst Australisn Task Foree
CP at YT 435483 ond then to the 273xd Airborme Brigade CP in the vicinity
of coordinatos ¥7 245, The aircerafi then returned te the LPH.2,

Four aireraft cseorted by a Klondike gumship, retracted a 22 mam recon
team from coordinates T8 6117598 and returned them to L& Hawk. A 2& man recon
team was them pleked up at L2 Hawk and inserted at coordimates ¥S 713633, WNo

encry fire wvas cacountered,

In addition %o the two Condition XV night med evac airerafi, four aireraft
and crews were placed on & condition IV standby te provide 1ifi capabilities
for a reactiecn fePee en standby ashore in the event a recon team previously
inserted needed help. The aircraft were not needed,

2L Avwepgh 1986

Tywo aireralt davnched early im the morming te Glimmer "A' at coordinates
8 61572% vwhere two med evacs were picked wp and returned to the IPH-2, The
aireraft thep presceded to Glismer "C* at eoordimates ¥S 675585 to pick-up
throe additienal ned evaes. Mo enemy fire was encountered in either zone.

Tyo ajreraft launched with a civic action team for Xuyen Moc (¥S 655685),
After returning to the LPH-2, they were launched immediately on a priority
awmo resupply o 1% Havk. WNo enemy £ire was encountered.

Hpst flighto dwring the day were in direct support of 1/26 carrying water
and rations to the various company positiocmns. Med evac missions were also
flowm with no enemy Lire encountered on any £light,

3
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A 2y wan roean team was retracted without imcident from ¥S 733642 by
four aireraflt nmd roturned to L% Hauk., Bscort for the retraction tms
provided by o Klondike gunship. '

25 Angnst 1653

Host of ¢hdc dag'e wissions were direct support flights of logistie carrs
for 1/26. Yatow, rations, and cwmo were lifted from the LPH-2 and U,S5.5,
Vancouver &hser feut the day to "A® Co, at ¥S 615728, "B" Co. at ¥S 574676,
"CY Co, at ¥ (79588, “D° Co. at ¥S 574808% and H&S Co, at LZ Hawk.

Two alrer s phcked up three mned evacs at Glimmer "D” position, and one
med evaec fren) 00 Clismer "B position and returned te IFH-2, Ho enemy fire
was encountcrcd {wreughout the day.

Avg 255,

Resupplioc of cmmo, water, rations and fresh fruit were lifted throughout
the day freo ke UPH-2 and U.8.8. Vancouver for all elements of 1st Bn., 26th
Marines ashord, Nod evacs were piclked vp from 21l positions except Glimmer "BY
during the doyy cnd returned to the ship,.

Twelve alFerald lawnched from the LPH.2 o Y8 675588, “C" Company was then
transported Srcn (hose coordinates inte & sirike some at coordinates YO 732762
without imeldial. T“hree trips were required to complete the 1ift and escort
vas provided by [endike Playboy., Just prier to the strike, the zone was
preppad by Movodl Cuafire and Air Foree F-LC's,

Two airerafXy \nvmehed from the LPH-2 o Y5 591667 and ¥S 598755 to pickup
VC prisenerc, Lo prisoners were roturned to L& Hawlk and the aircraft returned
to the shipo

Three alveroft inserted a 22 mam reeon team from L4 Hawk into YO 605580,
Ho enemy £ir0o tho cacountered,

22 Apevat, 1956,

Bipht alreralt retracted troops of “C% Company from LZ Owl (¥S 731757) to
Oreen Beach (¥S 678385). Four trips were required to cemplete the 1ift with
no encwy f£iro encewntered.

Later in tho afternoon, eight aircraft launched from the LPH-2 to coordi-
nates ¥S 597679 o retract troops of “BY Company to the U.5.S, Iwo Jima. Four
additicnal aiveraft launched at this time te transfer 24 Amtrac personnel from
LZ Havic to tho U,3.S, Vancouver. Thay then joimed the initial troop retraction,
compleding tho 14L% in three trips.

Two airerafl 1ifted a ssction of 81 mortar platoon from YS 675588 to Li
Bawk, No emey fire was encountercd.

&
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Routine rooupply missions were flown throughout the day without incident.

Routine rcoviply pissions were fleun throughout the morming without any
aireraft inefdcito, Four med ovacs were 1ifted frem TS 634615 and 1. U, S,
KIA was LAPYCS Chion U8 667602, ALl wore roturned to the LPH-2.

Fowr aireii 40 Invnched from the LFEL2 o L& Canary (¥YS 59871¢) where they
were joined U7 Sovv adreraft diverted from resupply wissions and began re-
tracting "A° U0 gy te L2 Bavk., Six of tho aircraft completed the 1ift in
gix trips whallo (Lo Olreraft were divorted after ths first ¢rip to Glimmer ®C°
at IS 650602 ¢ ¢ Cavgency resupply of batile dressings. The two aircrafd
then picked wp Gro =cd evacs at ¥S 641621 and retwrned them to the ship.

Two airerclt $IG7 an emergensy reswpply of 105N ammo frem the LPH-2 to
L% Hawke T (0ino vore required to complete the resupply in very marginal
yeather,

29 _hvepst, 1855

Fitteen oiineraft launched from LPH-2 to begin retracting all remaining
clemente of 100 ko, 26th Marines ebill ashore, Delta Co. was lifted from
IS 563684 teo Yo chip in 2 trips, HES Co, from LZ Hawk to the ship in § trips,
and "A® Co. tpo 30#ed from L& Bawlk ¢o Red Beach (Y5 620579) 4n two trips.,
One additiomcd odperaft provided TACA for the 137¢ which was completed by

13p8H,

Administrotlvo rvme were made %o the 193¢d Airborne Brigade CP and 1st
Rustralian Taok Feweo CF during the remainder of the day. Three U,S, KIA'g
were transferice ¢o the 93rd Evacuetion Hospital at Lomg Bimh. Inter-ship
transfers of enij® and passengers wore also made.

One aireraft lowmehed in the carly ovening to complete the operation by
providing TAGA Qo> golvege operaticns of an LCM which had capsized 50¢ meters
off Broua Benelio
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OPERATIONAL DISCREPANCIES

lo Gapegl

Heliespicy eporations with ths 1st Bn., 26th Marines on Operations
Boslkhougy % ond) Opsration Deckhovso LIZ < Phase II, were for the most
part woll Cozndinated, however, discrepancies did appear im the general
areas of e Wentiens, zone seewrity and external carge loads.

2, Ysgemar

2. Eolirspior commanders rogoatedly had difficulty reaching ground
wmits durls; CCouRply operaticns en designated FM frequemeies, even though
tho helicept ro hnd been requested by the grownd wnits, and the unit's

grouwnd pooilicn Ceteblished and ceeured.

bo BP0 5T porsonned end one heavily loaded wule for external picke
up were ail @@3@ ware 1eft For the lagt lead during the retraction frem
Londing Ze70 [0 on Operation Dogkhouwse III,

@ On BElh eporations esteornal leads were loaded to the extent that
the hellcepl sl covld not begin to 1ift them from the zores,

3. Blgemisny

a8, UOrerd calte that have roguested helicopters for their support
should maly QA Offeres to econtaet the hellicopters as soen as possible
vhen the alscznlt appear over their positlion. Helicopter commanders need
@ know Infc nbien pertaining te wind direction, zone obstructions and
zens secvrley gricr fo landing. Dxespt in extreme smersgency, pilets will
not land i 9y Ceme where ground o air radio contact has not been o8-
tablished, : '

b, ALY GPeep retractiens should be planned and coordinated so that as
large & sosurity ferce as is poseible will be the last load lifted from
any zone. Tho ofue ef this security forco dopends upon the nature of the
spacific end, Yrpsrience frem past operations has proven that unless
this ig deno, vaduo jeopardy is placed uwpon any roops remaining in the
zone and upen Gho helicopler &reud.

e. Cvorp-leading oxternals to b2 helo 1lifted does not expedite any
rebraction, %ho daily hish density aliitude and the confining nature of
wost sones dm South Vietnam proportionately reduces the loads the heli-
copters arc oble to 1ift. X0 will always prove more expeditious to pre-
pare liehtor than normal loads tham leads that have to be torn down and
propared agaim.

4, Lomelusign, Tho aforementionsd disercpancies are general in their

1
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¢
i

nature. LR0y7 €0 hewover, affeect the offectiveness of the helicopter and

. 1ts uwee in ekl eperations im Viotnam, Thoy alse do not generally
refleet 10 eeb2¢ reoadiness of any speeific ground unit, but do reflect
a lack € glilitald wderstanding of the helicopter and its over-all capa-
bilities owd ©o0 dn this war. A1l wnits using the helicopter for their
direct supzsl en coubat opsrations should make themselves aware of its
useg, 1.0 LU0nGiens, and its bWwroad area of capabilities. The 1st Bn.,
26%h Ha~3n=0 1000 already shown a deeper insight in helisepter operations
thap mny e (2ol conteaporary waite vith longer serviee in Vietnam, but
these encrcil OWCO0 weed to be Uproved upen to further imerease this
foree's aLfCCINCa098 in conbat,
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PAY  CARGO TONS  BED EVACS  FLT HOWS

DATE
16 AUB 0%) 868 35.7 3 1¢3.6
17 AUG 24 383 11.6 1¢ 49,2
18 AUG %95 282 368 - 6 61.2
19 ATG 259 570 6.3 6 50 .4
26 AUG 222 1086 25,6 1 75.7
TOTALS: 1587 3189 1119 26 34 .2
OPERATION DECKHOUSE IIX . PHASE IX o

22 AU 085 1068 32.6 15 127.5
23 AUB 7% 245 21.6 3 58.2
2k AUD D6 11 29.6 5 k.0
25 AU: RIGA 164 20.9 D 48,9
26 AG ZL 321 25.% 7 65,7
27 /0@ N u82 1.1 2 62.8
28 ATG 254 22,2 18 bl 7
29 AUG 956 832 19.1 3 195.5
"OTALSs 2878 b3 181,9 57 557.3
COMBINED .

TOFALS N 6632 292.9 83 8974

2
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