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• .~' • PART I = ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

an ~~dron Comna.nd~lf and Staffit with.inc;l.usive~~t~~.5~~J.'l~~~_r;?-tA~m m 
assigned o~11et.s: \" ' " ,, __ > ' 

\ ,', ,;:,'i:,"·: ' , 

COTManding Offics%' _, 1=2A S~~~1fl966.,: Col~~J<l'l@«i~~-:~OOH 
Ex~.cutivra Offics:&", ,;,1~27 S~~, 1966"', Ma~o}'jo~!c?:1!;OBORA 

. ~ations orries%' 1.1 ... 28 Set). 1966 .. ' Majc~l~<{j~"~L~HAM 
Adllhn16trativ'a Officer. 1=22 Sep.1966, .. :. Capto,~M~; .Ro-,BANNING 

:: . ," 2'=28 S~Pi 1966 ,.' lstLt <> G o.li:o . THIRY 
Lol¢stics Officer 1",5 Ssp 1966 Majo J o L~ ~JtWELL 

. . 6..,28 Sep.1966 .,,; Capt 0 .00 L" '~TrmMAN 
Ma~nienance Of'fieslf' 1..,5 Sap 1966 ,,<', Ca:pt 0 B 0 ~lo GRIMES 

.. 6=28 SQP .1966, Capt 0 J 0 Do' MOOD! 
Safety Officer 
Intelligence Officer 

1 ... 2A S~p\.1966' , Capt." or 0 W~ AI,tIS 
1 .. 2A Sep',1966 Capt" fto Me NEBEL 

b o ~3639 MAG",,15 (Rain) n 9th MABo FMFPac <l=2A 5e1>1966) 

U0 50 50 I~ Jima (LPH~2) = lc28 Sap 1966 

Co A~elfags monthly strength of 9~drong 221 

do Import~nt visitors to the squadron: No~e 
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PART .II '" NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, DUR±il&\m;'PORTING PERIOD - ~''\: . " ... -

The beginning of the month found the squadron entering Manila Bay aboard 
the UoSoS~ Iwo Jima to begin preparing forth.e·1i1p--.comi.ng'exe!'cise~ code named 
Boladof'o with the PhUippinlS ~1arines(),·. ,;.., . . .. . " : 

~~~:':,), One aircra.ft. launched in the "~~~lY m6r~in~ to make VIP runs be." 
tween the LPH",,2 and Sanp,ley Point~Whenthe VIP runs wre completedu this 
aircraft bec:tma the SAR bird fOT·the practice ttoop lift which was also 
scheduled for the morningas activitieso 

.. ShoR"tly ~t:ter the VIP aircraft launched g eleven' additional aircraft 
'launchad from"'the ship to the parade gR"ounds at Manila (A32l~9)., Ona hundred 
f'ifty""ninG9 Philippine MarHia!;t: 'Were then lifted from the parade grounds to the 

",LPH~2 in four trips., ", . " . ' 

Eal!"ly in th~arternoon't~~lv~ aircrl'lft launched from the LPIi~2 with the 
, Philippine Marines fo~a rehe~sal landing at LZ Maya (Parada Grounds)o 
~0 addiU,pnal aircraft provided. SAR for the lift t1hich t1as completed in two 
~ripso Four of the twelve aiTcrafi tHen reiurned:tc the parade grounds to 

, piek=up a Philippine UDT team which 'WaS to ~ para...droppro in the Minex area 
" oft Corregidor Islande Two addltionalaircraft departed: the LPH=2 at this 

time with observers and photograppe~s aboard to observeahd phot~g~~h the 
., .. ·~&?drop., '!'he drop 'tfas mada 'Without inc1deil~-' and all aircraft re~wned to 
"·~".!-he LPH=2" ' . -. .' 

"v'!. ::~~~(,~t~, .... ',f) ... , , 

:\''''lle)&emhepe~ One aircraft la;llYlched at dawn from the LPtI=2 for the parade 
r,gl"ounds at Manila topick=1iJlP three net:1lSlMSn and one Code Seveno The foUl' 
';im'ssengers l,rere then tra.nsporiad '00 Corregidor, leland ,to observe th~ ensuing 
landing 0 • . 

~ , .. T-vYelv6 aii>.craft launched at ~655Hf'er Corrragidor ls:t~nd \dth .the initial 
as,sault eleil1e~ts:~f the Phi1ippine~~E:ine8 .~boo.rdo A simulated strike ,was 
effected at 1Z Pugo (TR. 418925) t1itli()~'tmcid,en:t'c T.1r.\o t.l'ips Well'e required 
to complete th~ lift before the aircraft ret~rried to'tha'LPa~2~ 

Ccmencing at 124¢Ho twelve aircraf't departed the LPH:,;2 to LL. Pugo to 
begin retraoting the previously droppadMal"ines o The troops were·retracted 
fr,Olil LZ Puga to LZ Maya. in two trips witho\\llt incidento One additional air= 
Cl'Rf't provided SAR for the lifto 

T~o aircraft launched fram the LP~2f'or Ll Maya with fifteen Philippine 
Officers &board~ After letting the officers off at LZ Maya Q the aircraft re~ 
fue~d at WAS Sangley Pointo and returned t@ the ship to complete ~xercise 
Solado!'" ' 

.3 Se,JikEliRb.\:ilJe g Squadron aircraft f'le'!r1 a var:'l.ety of passenger admUt l'\mS to 
the helicopter pad at the Ama!Fi~ Embassy ~ Manila o and also to .MAS Cubi 
PC~t9 Upon completion of their missio~SD the aircraft were shutdo~m at the 
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• ,. • NAS Cubi.Point seaplane ramp where they r~airied for maintenance and repairs 
for the duration of the shipu s stay .. ill porto Later.:in;themorn.1ngo . the Fe"" 
ma.inder of :the squ::tdron aircraft .able to be, flown ,.ashor..e ",wer,e, shuttled, to the 
seaplane ramp for keepinp, while the ship renoVated' iis riiiht deck while in 
porto 

,.~', '. ._" ... ...c __ 

~~e~: There ~ere no flight operations on these dates~ 
'.,. l-.: ...... ,~., rr'" , . 

9 Se~b.eJe.:' Ons aU-craft made an admira passenger run to Clark Air Force BassQ 
. ", " . 

.:t9L§e.pt~( Four aircraft mads' an a~~1Jji" Passenger ron from the eeaplane Y'mp 
to NAS Sangley Point and Clark Air Force~&se~ 

~~~ Two aircraft made an' adm~ 'passenger run from the seaplane ~amp 
to the LPH",,2o 

~: All squadron aircY'aft ashora were flCTrID back aboard the LPH=2 
f~m the seaplane ramp during the afternoofio The ship was underway for RVN 
by 11391Ho 

l3L~~~bg No flight operations on this datso 

~eJrlLe~~: Seven aiTcrart were launched £rom the LPH=2 during the morning 
foli' admiill passenger and cargo I"UfiS tc Da Nang and Marble MoWlta;n~c 

Two aircraft launched at ~9QI~H frolll the LPH",,2 to reean landing zones that 
had bean designated as assault sites fo~ the pending operation'o lne three 

. tones that WGf'e ae~ia1 reoonned were at coordina.tes YO 2136650 III 198695 0 

_. and YD 1'n6R7'o No enemy fiTe was encountereci o 

During the afternoo~p two aircraft depaY'ted the LPH~2 tc transport five 
moo avacs to Da l\1ango othelr squadrOln aircraft made admilrno passengeX"1) and 
cargo runs bettre9fl. ships and Dol'lg ~o There weTe no flight incidents during 
the dayo 

... ' 61~'¢'~:. Op3ration Deckhouse IV began this date when one aiX"craft 
+aunched from the LPH.,2 at ¢6j5H to provid® SAR for the panding assaulto troop 

'. ·:U.rto 

r~' , 

... ·~':··.Sixteei'l1 :a:quadX"cm aiTcraft begnn lamching from the LPH=2 at ~65~ with the 
"first assault elements of Glimmer BravOlo These elements were lifted into the 

:':'~itial striltS zone at coordinates YD 1'n6270 code named LZ Wreno When Glimmer 
.. Bravo had ,been lifted ashore o GUlillller Delta. was then lifted from the LP!k,~ into . 

the second strike zone at coordinates YD 198695 0 code named LZ Sparrowo .Upon 
completioR'll of these I1ttsij Gl1.mmsl1" Ch.aJlolle was lifted from the U"5,,5,, V'ancouvell" 
into LZ Sparro~o DeadlOCk aiX"craft of VMO=2 provided escort for the strikes 
and no enemy fire ~as encountered Q The sixteen squadron aircraft thefi con~ 
tinned to lift troops and external cargo i~to the t~~ zones for the remai~der 
of the morningo 
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• The lead aircraft of the lift and pis wingman were diverted at 13¢¢H to 
coordinates YO 1?~65) for an emergency recon retractiono On final approach 
into the zone the lead aircraft "~ncountered intense enemy automatic '!:leapons 
and small arms .f'irso The lead a'ii-craft sus~'ined three hits before mving 
off 0 One hit damaged. the.:Emgine oil.· cooler}lij:hioh necessitated a.n emergency 
landing at Qong Ha.; 'Ouring ihi6:action o thel'JaircraftUs eret;)' chief was 
slightly wo~dedD The ~irCf'aft r~~ed 9~~' at Dong Ha for the l1'emainder 
ot the day for battle damage" .:. j -j fi ,f i/ 

;' . .' (, ·Iftj' 
,", ,,1:( ". ,I' , 

Four additional aircraft then ~iv.ertsdto YO 1?~653 to retract the pinned 
down reCOil t.o 411 fo~,aiTcraft encountered intense enemy automatic ueapons 
and small armS. fire 'entering the zone an~ ,wex;e forced to wave otf" During this 
time 0 the aircraft gunnenof the nUl1\hex" .'t~o a.ircraft 't'yas seriously wounded by 
the enemy grourid ftreo This aircraft theFu~i:Verted immediately to the ship with 
its m®d evaco'l,ilpprpichinf; ,tl'ieLP~2~ contrdl dif'i'iculties were experiei1c~ by 
the aircll"aft ll and after a satev'but eventful lan(ling o it was learned the &11:'", 
craftOs servos had'been extensively damaged by the enemw fire Q 

The other three aircraft in 'tbe.flight flew t.o Uong Ha. to assess theilr 
battle damap,e which TiJaS determined to .,be minor at tha timeo althougho 'closer 
inspection aboard the LPH",2 'revea.led'\\~hat the rUJiIlbsr three aircr&i't had al"", 
most had its taU· rotor cable coiilpl~tGly severed by the fiTe., 

Condole and Oeadlock airoraftwera thgw"called into the X'etX'acticn area 
for an a~ strikeo Five additional squadron aircraft then went in under the 
air cover and effected the retraction td.thcut further incident" One tJoSo Kilo 
6 U0 50 WIA and twelve remaining troops of the reeo~ unit were returned to the 
LPH=2" . 

T~Jelve a.ircraft launched from the LPH ... 2 at 163~H to lift GlimmeX' Alta 
~. and Batter,y Alta from Landing Zone Dove (YO 302128) and Bl~e Beach (yu 31~?35) 
• into LZ Eagle (YD 215665).. Two aircra.ft ~e diverted during the lift to Blue 

Beach. There they picked up 5 VC POwo e and transpoX'ted them to L~ Sparrow? 
Upon completion of the tr~cp liftD four aircraft continued to lift 1¢5 ammo 
froil Blue Beach to LZ Eap,lee Prior to completing this liftfl two of the ai.r= 
craft were diverted to LZ 5pa1"ro~ where they picked up 1 UQS o ~f.[A and returned 
hi!il to the ~H",,2? . 

Two aircraft launched at. 19l~¢H· to tX'anspo1"t an emergency i"esupply @f aml!10 

and 't'l'ate1l" to U Sparro~" Three UoS" med evacs 'W'ere thEm returned to the ll'H...2 
from LZ Sparrow without lncidento 

.:l6..§m.t.m.~~ The majority?f the nights this date were rrasupply and moo evac 
missions in support ot BLT 1/260 Throughout the morning 5qu~dron aircraft 
lifted supplies of water. raticns and ammo from the LPHb2 and the Ue 5o So Van= 
couVe~ ~~to LZ Eagle D ~ Sparrowo Glimmer Bravo at YU 1657120 and Glimmer Delt~ 
,a.t' Y1:l, 187142 Q Two aircrattu attar dropping Crul"P;O at U Sparrowo returned to 
the"ship and picked up cm 76<0;0 The flight then procooded to the U0 5 0 5, 
Oklahoma City wheX'e they picked up ComSeventhFleet and transported him to the 
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_ , --.::< }C .. ;"~~i ;.~; . . s·,,; '~\~ 
Glimmer CP at LZ Spa.rrotf~ On the return trip an a'erial ~ec6n·:o.f.")g .lE,agle was 
made 9 The two aircraft then returned ComSeventhFl~et Ui'l'tih~:: {1;'§-o..~p:)..qkla.homa 
City and then returned to the LPH",2" ," :1. ,"'. ~':;':'.' .. ;:'~'; ,~., 

:\ ....... ~:y.:: ':::l 't;:':~)r' ! 

Si~ UoS. mad evacs· were p1ckedup during the Morning from the various zones 
and retuTned to the LPlt,2 <> No enemy fire was encounteredo . 

. ~ ., ~ ." .. -........ '~".' " 

, . . ~.~~ ... 
Water and rations resupply continued throughout. tHe afternoon by squadron 

aircraft m support of BLT 1/260 Two resupply aircraft;'wer-'frdilverted to 
Glimmal" Alfaus position at coordinates 'YD 184645 where 'they .. picttec, up one U..,5.., 
WIA and returned him to the LPlt.2o ,Four other air.craft '"bnresupplymissions 
were diverted to Y.D 1?~?3~ (Objective 3)0 where they~~rformed a'routine ex~ 
tl1'ac'tion of a twerrty""two man UoS. Marine reCOil te~ al1d'~returiled them to LZ 
SparrQt10 

\ 
Othel" squadron aircraft re~upplied elements of 1/26 at coordinates YO l?J?)4 

aHd YD 198694" Two of the aircl"aft mads three trips from Dong Ha to LZ Eagle 
t~a~sporting external.loads of mo~aSg Ths two aircraft then returned to the 
ship and wa~a launched again immediately on an emergency ammo ~esupplY to 
Gltmm®r Bravo o located at coo~dinates YO 1617190 Both aiTc~att encountered 
anemy small anna fire approaching the zone and while ii"il the zone •. hol:7eV'el'v no 
hits l~all"e recaivedo The aircraft then picked up 9 UoS" WlA and 2 U,,:)o KIA 
from the zone and returned them t@ the shipo . 

Six aiTcra!t launched from the LPlt..2 at 18s¢H and made night emergency 
resupplies @f aillli10 0 rations and Water to GlimmeR" Delta at YD 1'1~?:3~,\ Gli.mmer 
Bra~@ at YO 161719 and other elements of 1/26 at coordinates YD 198694 and 
cooX"diftates YO 1137340 No en~my ri~e ~ms encounte~ecl du~iflg the ~eningOs 
activities., 

),7 s'eRt-emOOX; Two". condition t.hree" mad evac aircran weX's dispatched to the 
UoS~So Va~couver on the night of the 16th to Pl"@vida fast reaction time fol" . 
mad evaca while the U0 50 :)0 Iwo Jimawent out to sea fo~ replenishiilento At 
~54jHo 17 Septemberc' they began the dayOs activities by la~nohing frOM the 
LPD~2 to coordinates ID 1736?~ to pickoup 11 U0 50 WIA and 1 U0 5 0 KIAG The 
ffied evacs wers returned to the LPHb2 w1thoMt incidento 

Two additional aircraft launched from the LPH=2 to pick-up 2~ UoS o WlA 
and 1 Uo~., KIA from GU.iii7il~1I" Alf~oe positi611l at coordinates YD 172648.,. Two 
trips were required to complete the 0Vacuatio~ to the U)H~2n ~d no enemy 
fire ~9 encounteredo 

Two aircraft o assigned as Battalion direct SUPpOl't for the moming p 

launched from the LPH~2 to LZ ~rrow (YD 198694)0 from Sparrow theyaere 
sent .to, Bravo CompMY (YD 152717) with an ammo resupply" 'loey then returned 
to Ll Sparrow to p1ek=up 2 U~So sick and ev~cuated them to the shipo . 

Four aircr1ftlaunched at ¢65~H to LZ Sparrow ~d lifted parsonnel and 
equipme~t of the B1MM mortar platoolll to Objective 5 at coordinates YO 15271Bo 
Two trips WeTe required to complete the 1ifto a~d the aircraft then began 

5 
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• resupply missions ot watero rations and axter:Yi~ls trom' ~t:,;~~r~~w to, ~Z Eagle 
and to Glimmer Alta at coordinates 'YD 1'75650,,:' Resupplte/3 JI,~r~ . 'l?hen lifted 
trom the LPH.,,2 to Glimmer Alfa n and there were no incidents';-··...' - -,~' .. : ' .. ' 

Two ai.feratt departed the LPJk.2 to ,LZ 'SparroE' ~nd'J~~~~d up a 12 man 
recon team tor an insertion at LZ Do'lfe (YD,·2R¢75¢) ,," ,No! enemy 'fire lJas en= 
countered during the flight, , .. 

. . ,.! 

Five aircraft departed the IJ>H"'2 at 092~H to'transport.a.64 man reaction 
forcs trom U Sparrow to yO 16:3679.. The lift was completed ;n two tril?-~ 
without incident?! '",,~;. 

" ... -

, Seven squa.dron aircraft flew resupply missl,ons ... ·.in support of 1!26,i'through.,. 
out the morning tram the LPH ... 2 and the LPD=2. to L~, Sparrow and LZ Eagleo No 
enemy fire was encounterad 0' . ,:, 

Two squadron aircrftt.t retul"ning from an admin run to '.Da Nang were div~rt:ed 
to Delta Company at coordinates YO lS~73' to pick=up five medevacso ~le air~ 
craft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons fire appro~chirig the zone" 
T~s enemy fire dama~ed the numbar t~ &ircraft 6s engine oll.ptimp forcing it 
to make a~ emergency la~d~g ~ the zone o Delta Company immediately provided 
seCUTity for the downed airclfaft and arrangements wzoe made Witp. the LPH=2 to 
fly in neclSssaX'y parte and a maintenance crew to repaizo the airczoafto The 
maintenance crew was flow into the zone and tempozoary repaiX"s t;1e..~~ ~de by 
the crew whUe the zone ws W1der sporadic 0 enemy 0 small arms fireJ.' 4temy 
mortazos began bracketing the zone as the crew completed th~ temporary repairs~ 
The bird then lUted from the zo~e without turther damage and ).andad at 1..l ' 
Eaglti!l li'hti!lre it rema1n0d tOif ,the night. o · ',< 

Seven squadron aircraft continued resuPPly missiollls in conjunction with 
otheT missio~s throur.hout the afternoon in support of 1at Bne 9 26th Marines" 

Two of the a.iroraft want to Ll SparroJ:! WheTs' they picked up 2 mad evaC6 
and '.ii we prisoners 0 The moo evacs were-"r~t\!rned to the LPH..,2 and the pris-
oneTS t-ll8:re then transpoJrted to ~i AU'llo ,- ~:::;.-:" " .. 

-"., ... ~A • ",' 

Two l!'ssupply aircfOaft'were launched trom71~":~pa:rro'W' later in the afternoon 
to GUml'l1er Delta at cO@l"dinates 'fl) 153?34 on'~n"smef'gency resupply mlss1~n~ 
Both aircraft encountered enemy fire approaching' the zone and thalead aird 
craft sustained two hits l:'esulttng in minor damageo There wera no injwies 
'to areUS and suppressing fire 'tmS not usedo . 

Three aircraft launched from the LP~2 to yO 2857630 extracted a 17 man 
recon team and tl'ansported them to LZ Sparrow witho1llt incident" Thealr", " 
craft then returned to the ship where they refueled and "yere ,joined by tl'90 
additional aircraft for an ammo resupply mission into coordinates YO l5173J~ 
All of the aircraft encountered enemy small arms fire entering the ~oneQ but 
thef'e t.,yere no hits or in.juries and suppressing fire ~1&S not used., Thei same 
five aircraft then launched f:rom LZ Sparrow to coordinates YO 17168j and made 
an emergency f'etraction o~ 72 troopso The troops were retracted back to Ll 

6 
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T~ aU-craft launched at 2~45H to pa Nang with one UoS o ' 'WJA in critical 
cornditioi1ry The airQi'aft 1I'~tW"nedto ,thra LPH=2 at 2245H without. incident., 

r; , 

18 Sep~~x:' HMM-163 reported as directed for' OpGon to the first MAW a~ 
l2~0H on this date o thus terminating Operation Decknouse IV and entering 
Operation Prairie" '_ ' 

Four aircratt proceeded to ths'UoSuSo Vancouver at 0645H to lift an 
AmTrac platoon to LZ Eaglee ' ~nroute to the LPD~2o two of the aircraft were 
,diverted to Glimmer Bravo at coordinates YO l~2717vwhere they picked up 
11 UoSa WIA and returned them to the LPH=2c The remaini~g two aircraft 
completed ths troop lift in tl110 tripso They then joined t'Vl0 additional 
resupply aircraft and transported water D rations 0 "arid fr@sh fruit to Li. 
Hparrowo No enerow fire was encountered o 

, Two aircraft launched from the LPH_2 to Glimmer ueltaQs position at 
cooi"ciinates YO 15271:3. Seven U.,So-¥IA were picked \Up a.nd 6'f'aCuated to the 
LPH~2 without incidento ' 

T'WO additiona.1,\&1t'craft trnnsported R U~S. KIA from the UoSoSQ 11f10 JitnSt. 
to the city of Hue,'a.t l1SRH., 

Two aircr~~ton resupply missions in support of 1/26 were diverted to 
G1i~ell' D®lta at coordinates III 1S;2733 where they picked up 6 U.S,,, WIA a.nd 
evacuated them to the LPH=2o No enemy fire uas encounteredo . 

'~", '"'." Two additional aircraft on resupply missions :!In sU):)port of .1/26 elillcoun"" 
""'., ~~r~d eneilty S1l1M.11 anna fire depart inn: the zone at cool"'dj,nates 1'D 132668Q No 

,'N 'w,,, ,,; / ~~t~:'\"ei"e receivedancl suppressing fii'e was not 'QJsooQ 

Squadron aircraft fle~ resupply mis~ions consisting of ammo~ uater and 
i"ations throu~hout, the afternoon and into the evenl.rig in supptllrt of 1/26,. No 
additional ene~ fire incidents were reported, 

Two aircrA..ft launched at 2210H on an emergency blood trfll1sfel" 0 Blood 
donated from personnel of the UoSoS o sto Paul was pir.:ked up and transported 
1.0 the UO i3 b S" Reposelo Medical supplies needed aboard the LPH ... 2 were then 
pioked up and returned to the shipo 

19 Saptemhe~: Twelve aircraft launched from the LPH=2 at @63~H forUong Ha 
where they t1ere on standby for the remainder of the day as direot support 
,ror OparatioYi Prairirs" 
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Most missions flown during the day were re5upp~ missions in support of 
1/26 0 1/4 and 2/70 ",,:':.'. .:'.' ',,:1 .. :::;,F~~:9~:.:_.':, • .-; 

" " 

Four aircr~ft retracted 58 troops from LZ Sparrow to Dong Ha in two tripso 
No enemy fil"'e '/:laS enco'W'ltered c '>"'~~. '-" ~)':@.:::1*-"l.~: "t:A'(', ',"~-

Two resupply aircr~ft were diverted to coordinates YO 962598 where they 
picked up 2 U.,S.; WIA and returned tl:iem to Ue1taJVl.ed o ' .:J·~9;..~additional resupply 

: aircrRft worked steadily throughout: the morni~ .anq. ~li:p.£ternoon trans= 
porting resupplies to the 2/7 CP at .Yl;) 9626~5 -1Wd, to, the .. l/k::CP at YJJ 975.567 Q 

,W@ snemy firs was encounte?oo 0 . " , ..' ,," . . ' , . 
, • -.I, ',4°, ... 1" 

Sevsn aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha to Glimmer Alfaus position at l'3,H 
and. transportedtr()ops and externals to a neW', pa.a\1<~on'&t.,~coordinates Yi) 142688"., 
The lift was completed by 172¢H without incident~, '--. .., .: '. /' ' . 

" .-

Two aircraft on resupply missions \-rere diverted to the 1st Bno ~ 4th Marines' 
CP at YO 142688 where 1 U0 5 0 WIAwas picked up and wacuated. tQ Dong: ?a.;Witho'Ut 
incidl€lnto '\ " ,'. '. . ', ! 

T~o night mad evac standby aircraft on standb,y at i)ong Ha were launched at 
16'~H to coordinates yn lJ67~9 to pick-up one critical U~~, WrAp One Deadlock 
gunship accompanied the launch and upon arrival at the p1CK=ttp coordinates 
they found the friendly unit engaged in a heavy tire fight with the ,ene~o The 
airol'"lft thera" orbited the zona until it tiaS secured by grourid forces o picked /" 

,up the WlAo and evacuated'him to Delta Medn The same two aircraft then pro= 
ceeded to coordinates Y.U 14~'72¢ -where they picked up 12 UoSoWIA and returned 

. them to Delta Med o 

Two additional standby aircraft were launched o along with a Uaadlock 
escortD at 2¢25H from Dong Ha to coordinates XU 9?8~64 to pick=up 6 UuSo WIAo 
This zone t-sas also under heavy enemy fire and the aircraft af!:ain set up a&'Il 

orbit o . The ground forces reported one of the I~IA tobs in very critical coo= 
dition Q The lead aircraft then proceeded into .the zone io pick«>up the med 
evae and received no hits' in the procass o The aircr1ft then proceeded for 
Delta Mad while the numher two aircraft continued orbiting with the Jeadlock 
gunship 0 When' fuel became more of a problem to the aircraft than ene~'fireg 
the alrcr~ft landed and picked up the remaining mad avaes without incidento 
The mad evacs were tQen returned to Delta M®d o . 

20 Septem~~ Most fli~hts on this date W'ere med eVRC and resupply missions 
in support of 1/4u 2/7 and 1/26 Q . • :,; 

Two aircraft launched from the LPH=2 at ¢155H and transferred o~e med 
evac from the ship to the U~ScSo Reposao 

Two aircraft on standby at Vong Ha were launched at ¢63~H to drop four 
passanp;ers at coordinates XD 97'556'5 and then to proceed to ;W 96¢598 and 

'. 

" ' 

',.'. , 8 
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pick ... up 6 U050 KIA and j UoSo vlIAo Two De,l'ldlo,ck g\Watp,Rf!lI~,pr:ecmoo the ail"= 
craft to the zone and reported a, possible, "5~ cql~9,~r~.~i~~~ :just north 
of the zone. The :lead aircraft, approached· ~ij~ zp'~ee!l~gi,,~llEH)J;mtle;red"heavy 
enemy automatic weapons and small ar:'Ms f~r~ from .. $.~~ .. ~ide~~ r;rhe' gunships 
made gum runs to the north and south of t118 zOJle D .b~t the· .enemy fire con= 
tinued while the ~:1.:rcraft landed ,to pick=up '4 11,,'5 0 K~. The. aircra.ft then 
lifted and began ~~ imediately .~se.;.~uppr.e~~,firlttDand -no hits were F'e"" 
celved o The number two airoraft then.approao~d the.. zone while the' gun= 
ships continued their gun runs near·:t!\e zone<: Whi~e .sittinp.; -in the zone 
to pick-up the remaining med avaCs th~.airora!t sustained three (3) hits" 
There l-!ere no in jUl'"ies, to the crew 0.1"': passEm~eX"Eh·put"later examinatiolru 
showed one of the aircraftDs servos .had been datf!~g~/py one of' the enemy 
rounds 0 The two aircraft evaeua ted. the mad. eva.t;e,tO,·,~~t,a Med a.nd then 
i"eturned to the ship l.rithoutfurther inc,ident" .. '. 

Two a.u-craft were launched to JlD 96¢598 to pick""up k. 'U'o,s" WIA'~ I' The 
mad svacs ware picked up without inoidei1t :md returned to ~elta ll-1ed\> Two 
additional aircraft departed Do~g Ha at this time to Glimmer-Bravo 9s 
position at coordinates YD,1';211R where they pioked up 2 HoSo WIA and 4 
U"S" KIA and ev.'teuated them to the Delta RIled" No enemy fir~rl-ms' encount.ered., 

Two aircraft departed Dong Ha at 0Rl2H with a 5 man rec6n teRmo The 
team was inserted at coordinates XD 942518 witho~t incident and the air~ 
craft returned to DOi'lp.; HaD At 123~Ho the same-two aircraft departed' Dong 
Ha for an emergericy i"etraction of t~e same recOil teamo The aircraft an~ 
countered ei1~ small arms and Q5~ caliber fire in the vic1flity~f the 
zone, The lead aircraft sUJ'3tained onEil hit '"i·e~lting m minor damage p and 
there were no injurieso 

'(. , 

Two aircr~ft with one O~adlock eSCOi"to inserted another , man"t>econ 
team dur1ftg the afternoon in the vicinity of coordinates y~ ~¢47n W@ 
enemy fire was encounterad o 

Twelve squadron air'cra1',t flee in direct support of Operation Prairie. 
all tllrough the afternoon. resupplying each of the baUalions and returnin(1; 

.' their i'ilad lSV'aGS to Delta Mad., No furlher e~emy fire was :',rs-oortedo 

~JltmJJwc~ The majority of missicms nOtffl this date Tl1era mad evaos in 
"".,~, support of 1/26~ 1/4 0 2/7 and 2/40 Other missions; flownoy squadron a1rcrafil. 

included aarial recon D F'esupplyo SAR and lo~istic troop Bhuttlas~ 
........ 

Two aircraft departed Db~~ Ha at 0630H and provided SAR for Deadlook air~ 
craft while they inserted recon teams at coordinates yO 140723 and Y.D 924497~ 
No enemy .fiNI was encountered,,' 

9 
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, The remainder of the morning found squadron aircraft pickiJ;tg up' 1Tl~~ ."evacs .. 
at Glimmer Charlie 8s position and from Permission 1/4 8 6 posit-ipns at coo'rd1 ... 
Mtes XD 96650¢n' .XD 985573 and iW 922Lr98" Other squadron aircraft trans"" 
re;::~" m,ed evacs from Delta Mad to the LPH=2 and from the LP~2 to the ~()'s 0 ~ 0 :T' 

T~o aircraft departed the LSA at 130¢H and proceeded to ~ 27,5~¢ where 
1 UoS~ KIA WaS picked up and returned to Delta Mad? The same aircraft then 
began resupply missions to XD 975567 in support of l/Lro Atter making two 
trips to the zone with car~o and passengers q the aircraft lifted mad evacs 
from XD 987562 to Delta Mad for the remainder of the afternoono 

Four squadron aircr,'lft fle~1 resupply missions to the COW'lty Fair CP 
(XD 987562) 0 GU.mmer CP (YO 144681) 0 and GUmMer "B" (YD 145702) throughout 
the afternoon" Six U0 50 ~aA were returned from the various zones to Delta 
Mad in the course of the flip,hts o No enemy fire was encou~tered~ 

. Two aircraft launched at 1555H from Dong Sa and evacuated 2 U,);;o med 
evacs froli! 1D 1)6717 to Delta Ned. They then flew to YD ¢61548 to pick=up 
observers for an aerial recon of the area in the vicinity of coordinates 

. YD~2G)59I1)o No enemy fire was reportedo 

The remainder of the afternoon and evening ~s devoted prjmarily to 
med evac missionso U.5 0 med evacs were evacuated from ~elta Mad to the 
LPH~2ij the UaSctic Repose and to HU6 u Others were evacuated from Glimmer 
Charlie (YD IJ6?17) and from Glimmer Delta (YO 14¢722) and returned to the 
LPH""2,, 

Two night mad evae aircraft on standby at vong Ha launched at 233¢H to 
YO 986559 where they picked up 3 U6 50 WIA and evacuated them to Delta Ned~ 
No anerow fire ~a encounteredo . 

~~~ The majority of the missions flo~'thi8 date were med evac 
alssio~so Other missions flown were aerial recon D combat troop lifts. re= 
supply. and lop;istic troop shuttles between th<s various company and battalj,Oll ..... 
pos1Uoi'ns~ ." - . 

Fo~ aircraft began the dayu s missions when they departed Dong Ha for 
coordi~ates YD 9R6559 and XU lJ~723o Five UuSu WIA and 1 UOS" KIA were 
evacuated from these coordinates respectivelyo ~d transported to Oelta Med o 

TwO of the aircraft then launched to YO 1527170 picked up lJ. OoS" t1fIA11 and . 
evacuated them t@ Delta Merlo No enemy fire was encounterado 

T~o aircraft departed Dong Ha at ~65¢H to the Glimmer CP at coordinates 
XD 142689Q Gl~er Six'was then carried on an aerial recon of the ~ea imme= 
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diately wast of th~ zone o The aircraft dropped Glimmer six at his CP upon 
completion of the recon and returned to Dong ~"~~ho~t, ~~~~~p.~~ ~ r'~ 

: . ··':rt. 3,_1-':'" ~ ~ ~"'IM.~ .... ,' W',;. :' ''',' 

, Two additional aircraft then launched from Dong Ha. to 'the "Glj.mmer CP 
and lifted 46 P8.f!sengers from 1/26 to Dong Ha o Three, ~tP:::r.ly,*e: raquiI:'ad 
to complete the lift and no enel'liy fire was encountered'O',' .. ,_ "_.' " ." . 

•. .'~)\ .. ~'(\" •.• \ ••. 0", -. .-.:. ',. 

The remainder of the morning fomd.aq1l!adrofll:~ircr~ft' flyinp; routine mad 
avac missions from Delta Mad, to the LPlb20 'Eieiii~tfl of 1/26.ri.t ~Q.gprdinates 
m Ij~722 and lD 15S4~2o and IIAI! Batteryo 1/1'0 ""at eo~9inates~ .. YD"16~682;:, 
were resupplied during the mornmg" ., , :"ii;: ;" -' 

_, ~ w •• , , '" -. : ~: 

,Squadron aircraft began resupply li'iissions at 14¢~H for all tmits opera..., 
ting on Operation Prairie" During the"course of missions flowtlc ,LUO~.9 .. wIA 

. was eVacWlted from YD 91)3567 to Delta.'Mecio No enemy .fire ~.1tcidsritsWei"e 
reported,,·"· 

, Three aircraft with DeadlOCk escort inserted a l~ ma~ recon team into 
coordinates Y.D 02)655 without incidento 

\ , 
Two aircraft departed Dong Ha at 17~¢H for the Glimmer CP at coordinates 

lD.1126?5o Glimmer Six was them tran~Ported to the BX'a~o Company position 
a~ YD 116?11o Glimmer Six WaS then returned to his CP and the·aircraft re~ 
turned to the LPH=2o 

,'\ . ""--' 

, . 
~~~g Most missions flown on this date ~reX'~ r.esupply missions in 
support of 1/260 , 1/4c 2/'7 and '3/40 Fourteen squadron aircraft rl:ii&f the re= 

. supply missions and during the COurS0 IOf the iilorning evacuated" UoS" WlA 
,'toDelta ~do', ' , . ': 

~ ;:!!,j' 1- .. ", ' 

A [:' 'Two aircroatt d~parted Dong Ha at ¢65¢H to make arq aei'ial r~coil' of the 
~ - (1 "M~ and "LI! Company positions of 3/4 at coordinates YiJ ~5~623 and YD¢55625o 
.l.~ "- respactively<> After the aerial reCOfi o the lead airOl'attlandG:d a't m (055625 

and returned 1 U .. S" WIA to Delta Mad l;fithoVlt inciden*,,, 
./ . 

", . Four aircr:if't proceeded from Dong H.it~ 1,1) 1,8444 at ¢?55H and inserted t>\ 

,12 man recc)Y! team of the 1st ReCOil Coo of 1/4 0 No enemy ,ire was encoWlteroo ... 

two aircraft took a 17 man civil affairs team from the LPH=2 to Y0 226719 
without incidento Two additional aircraft departed Dong Ha at 1¢¢5H and 
made ail aer1~1 recon of coordinates XD 9764 0 After returning t@ Dong Mao they 
launched again· to YD 0;66¢8 ''Ihex-e th'ey picked up .5 passengers. and 2 captured 
automatic weapons ~nd returned to Dong Ha Q 

~ .,' 

One aircraft departed ths LPH",,2 at 123;H for tl1c;('UoS~So Repose to pick~up 
an emergency blood supply for the LPH;;"2;' ,After returning to the ship" the 
aircr.<!.ft la'l!nchecl again with Hearsay Sjx 'and st§lff J.o the Glimmer CPo The 
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aircraft then returned to the LPH.,.2 without incidento . T' . ','" '., l; ..... l ..... ·~~l,r ~·.\.)~<.~.1 

, Two aircraft on st:mdby at'P~~ iIa~:~~~.rled at IJl:;l,~" ((o~\C~~~y.'Fair 
Foxtrot u 8 position at YD 985597 ~ .. pic~,,:,up.~~ft)3~e~~~~dy:'~r.~~,~~a~b; Due to 

,the many obata~le8 in and about th~, z~ep, "~~ ~~~~·,a~~=tr~~·was. forCed, to 
wave..,off the flrst approach and come ~ !rQIrl a d:p'feren;t,dJJ"ectlOl'il<> em the 

: secondapproach q th~ aircraft encountel:'~d.~rt~m.y:)Jil~ma~~~,;geapons and small 
arna fiTe D but contin~ed to the zone wb,ere.it bacl. to-r~ml!!-ii\ in a hover be"" 
cause of the zoneOs'teT~a1no During the. appi~}1' the (!orpsm~ .a:~abi the 

~,:aircY'aft was sligh~l.Y: uounded ,from f1t'~.1i1entst.l}."~g, t~ougli th'nl.a'l!craft as 
<": a'result of th$ enemy actioiif,,' Thea"irar.I:!i'\ .. ~l.ned Ul a hovel" ~der,,··.fire 
, ,-while the med, svac was lifted aboal"d ... ·mth:"tbf assist:mce ,of th~ w0¥i1d~ 
.~:' porpsmano _ ,.All durin~f this time 0 the aircraft It.s 'crew chief and gunner, were 
",:'usin,:!; suppressing firs to cQmpensate the; enemYf~ire" Also 0 while in the 

zons g explOSions from either mortars or grenades occurred "sending fra~ents 
" ' into the aircraft 0 :I'he aircraft 11fted successfully out of the zone under 

tire and returned the iIled evac to Delta Med o Later inspections ,showed the 
aircraft hAd eight bullet hOles and numerous punctures in th& sRt~j eaused 
by the explosions <> The corpsman was the only creu member W'o'Und@d' in the 
actiOfli}'l ,. 

Squadron aircreii continued resupply missions tor all units-'participating 
in Oparation Prairie throughout the afternoo~ without any further incidentso 

" 
" f 

" ' Two aircraft tlYinp, resupplym~ssions pi~~d up 5 UoSo WIA at AD 953567 
and returned them to Delta Made Two additio~al aircraft flying resupply 
missio~s picked up 6 UgS o WIA from coordinates 10 9",66 and AD 956564 and 
evacuated them to Delta Msd o , 

Liaison and resupply missiofts continued on into the evening in support 
of operatio~ Prairie~ 

All squadron aircraft were aboard the LPH=2 b.Y 19)~H and six ~ them 
were placed on a condition III standby to lift a reaction force from the 
ship if it was needed ashore during the night~ ." ...... 

'" 

24 S§m.~-E:.g HMM ... 363 chopped OpCOI1 trom CGo First MAW to em 7905 aJ(, 12~0H 
this date o 

Twelve squadron aircraft weY'e utilized for the direot support of all unite 
pa?ticipattng in Operatio~ Prairieo 

Two aircraft flying resupply missions to the 1st Bng o 4th Marines at 
coordinates lW 975567 ~ncountered enemy mortar fire while sitting in the!zona 
on one occasion~ There were no injuries to the crew and the aircraft returned 
to Dong Ha tiithout further incidanto Later in the morning Q two aircraft 
evacuated 5 U))o WIA from coordinates .ltD 975567 and :3 WIA from coordinates 
XD 953567 and carried them to uelta Merlo 
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-F our aircraft with one Deadlock esc;~t q ,retracted Glimmer liB" and ,Glimmer 
liD" back to the LPH=2o S~ trips-were r.eqitl;~ed to ·cQlY.lp:tet~ .the. lif',t wl!ich 
went without incident,,- " .' ',:.....:.. ..... :. - _.' .. ' . . . 

, ,_~.:~'; ... :lC J .. __ . 'i .\ " 

Four aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha tJ YO; 2144 and retracted a 15 man 
reCOil team back to Dong Ha o Deadlock aiJ'c~£tLp~".ict~~, r>e.~~rt for th, l!i£t 
and thare were no incidents o ,l'hrea--ef tne,;a!rc.r~~.;litihcheci agalrl ;att3~5H 
and TEl'tractsd a 1¢ man reCOil team ,fi''bm,"cG,01',d.inat.~s,·:!D ·.~616$5o Two ~Of' the 
l"ecoi'l personnel ,were WIA pricT to ,the 'a1rcr~fV';:J arr-i val' at' _the zone 0 and 
while sitting in t}}e zone enemy aut.omatie:WeaporuJ ,fit'eope'n~' up c;m the 

, aircr~to No hits. ware T6ceivsd, ~d theaif'craf.t !"fJt.urneci the team to 
Dong Ha" ' :. " . ,..~ ... " : .' 

Two a1rcr~t proceeded to YD 167682 from Uong Ha at 14~7H to ret.ract 
tl"OOPS and cargo of A Battery to...Dong Ha'Q Eight., trips were required to 
complete the !ift which went without incident 0 ".:~~ J.:.,. . 

_: ' .... I['t ... ' -" _ I ._~ 

,"'I, .• " 

Two aircraft 1l11l.d® six trips betwen U Bluebird and the U"S03" Vancouver 
caxorying troops and ca.rgo back.t@ !-he shipo .. ,'i,e' .-'" 

Three aircraft were diverted frOM resupply missions to coordinates 
.lID 95',572 at 170.~H ·for emergency m~ eva-eso The aircraft ,~rived at the 
zone too find it-under attack from en6iilY firso Fixed wing air_support was 
c!\lloo in to suppi'ess the enemy fira ,and although still .eneoW'itering enemy 
mortai' and automatic weapons fiTe in the zone y the aircraft,~returnacll 25 UoS o 
W!A,to Delta Mad in two trips" N@ hits were received o 

T'&JO additional aircraft were diverted from resupply missions t.o JW 958.572 
to pick",up Iilore emergency Iiled evacs. ' The !ilone was Ui'ider enemy mortar, .~ttacko 
but the aircraft managed to pi~k=up 2 UuSo WIA and 1.VoSo ~lA and ev~cuate 
them to Delta Mad without receiving any hits" . ." 

Two aircraft removing mad Gwacs trom XD959568 encountered enemy fire 
in the vicinity of XI) 90¢;0~ri but no hits t.Jere xoecai'Wed¢.. ' 

Six aircraft remained on conditio~ III standby throughout the night 
abo:u-d the LPH=2 to provide lift ca~bnities for a. rea-etien torce aboard 

, ship m the event it '!:fa,s needed ashol."e.., 

2jbS~~jle~bSt: Twelve 6quadro~ aircraft began departing the LPH=2 to Ll 81ue= 
bird GUJiilIIer CP) to retract remaining troops and caY'g'O back to the UJH=2 and 

'the LPD""ZoOne aircraft experienced a rough running engine during the lift 
and had to shut down in the LZo A t.est pilot and mainten~ce crew were flot1n 
ashore to determine whether or not it could be flown back 1'.01 the shipo ~d 
the subsequent test fl1ght g the enp,ine quit completely and the aircraft auto= 
~otated into the LZ without sustaining any dama~e~ The aircraft ~s then made 
ready to be lifted to the LPH",2 by a C~6o ~emaining troops in the zone pro~ 
vided security for the aircraft and at 14¢¢Hv the retraction Y'esumed when the 
downed aircraft was lifted out to the LPH=2o No enemy fire ~~s encountered~ 
and the lift was completed without further incident" 
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26 S!i!ntemb§lL: During the dayp four squadron aircraft trk"l.de administrative 
passenger and c~rgo TUns to the Third MAF Pad at Da Nang~ Marble Mountain 
and MCAF Ky Ha... . 

The remaininp.; personnel aboard' the LPJL.2 spent the day in readying 
squadro~ equipmen~ for oft=loadingQ 

22 Se,pL~gx;~.. Four aircraft departed the 1PH=2 at ~q15H tor an adJnin~ 
iatr~tive run to~C~ Ky H& carryinp, personnel and equipment ot the 
squadron S .. 1,.faectio1'll ~ . 

E~ht ai~c~aft were flo~ ashore to MCAF.Xy Ha at 1600 to make more 
room for sta~ing the squadron equipment tOT ofl"-loadingo 

28 Sa~: Commencing at ¢7¢0H~ most of the aircraft weTe flown ashore 
to MCAt Ky Hao EiP,ht air'cratt remained aboard the LPH=2 and began shuttling . if 
personnel and equipmento Continuous lifts were made between the ship and . 
the MAO ... ,6 area until all equipment had been otf-loaded" 
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~tARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 363 
l~rine Aircraft Group 15 (Rein) 
9th lilarine Amphibious Bri~ade 

FPQc San Francisco, 96602 

Commanding Officer 
CommandeI'D Special Landing Foree 

3gWHG~fe 

3480 
26 September 1966 

After Exercise ReportD Operation Deckhouse IV and Operation Prairie; 
submission of 

RefS (a) Annex U to eTG 7905 Op Plan 32A~67 
(b) MaPB~ AMS 17¢14 6342 10 (1~5¢o¢0¢) CAM=LO 

. AMS L7~14 6)42 lIu (lg5~o~¢¢) THaN DOC KINH 
AMS L7¢14 6442 10 tt~;¢o0¢¢) THON NOO XA DONG 
AMS L7014 6442 11Io (1~S¢o0¢0) BA LONG 
AMS L7014 6442 lV 0 h g 5¢ D ¢0(l\} QUANG TRI 

Encl~ (1) Chronology of Significant ~~ents 
(2) Statistical Summary 

l~ In accordance with reference (a)~ enclosures (1) and (2) are submittedo 

9 ~ 111gf/ .---~ 
j",) _/11 .~-tl/:? 
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ClONOLOGY OF SIGN!li'ICANT E:VEN1'§ e 
Operation Deckhouse IV began this date when one aircraft launched from the 

LPH=2 at ~635H to provide SAR for the pending assaultn troop lifto 

e Sixteen squadron aircr[-l.ft began launching from the LPH~2 at ¢65¢H Hith the 
first assaUlt elements of GliJll.mer Bravoo These elements were lifted into the 
initial strike zone at coordinates YD l7362?Q code named LZ Wreno When Glimmer 
Bravo had been lifted ashoreo Glim~er Delta was then lifted from the LPH=2 into 
the second strike zone at coordinates YD 198695. code named LZ Sparrow", Upon 
completion of these liftsg Glimmer Charlie was lifted from the UoSoS o Vancouver 
into LZ Sparrowo Deadlock aircraft of VMO=2 provided escort for the strikes 
and no enemy fire was encountered o The sixteen squRdron aircraft then con­
tinued to lift troops and external cargo into the two zones for the remainder 
of the morning .. 

The lead aircraft of the lift and his wingman were diverted at 13¢~H to 
coordinates YD 170653 for an emergency recon retractiono On final approach 
tnto the zone the lead aircraft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons 
and small arms fire" The lead aircraft sustained three hits before waying 

_ off 0 One hit damaged the engine oil cooler which necessitated an emergency 
.landing at Dong Ha " lJuring this action v the aircraft 0 s crew chief was 

slightly woundf}d o The aircraft remained dow at Dong Ha for the remainder 
of the day for battle damag@c 

Four additional aircraft then diverted to 1'1) 170653 to retract the pinned 
do't-m recon 'c.eam Q All four aircraft encountered intense enemy automatic HeapOi'lS 
and small arms fire entering the zone and were forced to wave offQ Uuring this 
tims 9 the aircraft gunner of the number two aircraft was seriously wounded by 
the enemy ground fire o This aircraft then diverted :lllID1ediately to the ship e with its filed evac~ Approaching the LPH=2(, control difficulties were experienced 
by the aircraft" and after a safe. but eventful landinr,~ it was learned the air •. 
cra.ftOs·servos had been extensively damaged by the enemy.fire, 

The other three aircraft in the flight flew to Dong Ha to assess their 
battle damage which was determUled to be minor at the time v althougho closer 
inspection aboard the LPIL2 revealed t.hat the number three aircraft had a.l~ 
most had its tail rotor ('.able completely severed by the fire., 

-{~~ 
Condole and Deadlock aircraft were ~henrcal1ed into the retraction area 

for an air strike o Five additional squadron aircraft then went in under the 
air cover and effected the. retraction tvithout further incident o One UQS" KlAo 
6 U.S. WIA and twelve remaining troops of the recon unit were returned to the 
LPH=2" 

T\-7alve aircraft launched from the LP~2 at 16,¢H to lift Glimmer Alta 
.. and Battery Alta from Landing lone Dove (YD 302728) and Blue Beach (YD Jl¢?JS) 
,. into LZ Eagle (YD 215665) 0 Two aircraft were diverted during the lift to Blue 

BeachQ There they picked up 5 VC PO\';°g and transported them to Ll Sparrowo 
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. ' • Upon completion of the troop lifto four A.ircraft continued to lift 105 amm~ 
from Blue Beach to LZ Eagle 0 Prior to completing t.his lift p two of the aiX'"" 
craft were diverted to 12 Sparrow where they pj.cked up 1 U0 5 0 ~IIA and returned 
him to the LPH=2~ 

Two aircraft launched at 194¢H to transport an emergency resupply of ammo e and water to LZ Sparrowo Three UoS o med evacs 'VTere then returned to the LPHc>2 
from LZ Sparrow without incident" 

The majority of the flights this date were resupply and med eVaC missions 
in support of BL'!' 1/260 Throughout the morning squadron aircraft lifted 
supplies of w~tero rations and ammo from the LPH=2 and the UoS¢So Vancouver 
into LZ Eagleq 1Z Sparrowp Glimmer Bravo at YD 1657120 and GliriJmer Delta at 
YO l8??42~ Two aircraft" after dropping cargo at 1Z SparrowQ returned to 
the ship and picked up CTa 76 0 Yo The flight then proceeded to the UoSoS o 
Oklahoma City where they picked up ComSeventhfleet and transported him to the 
Glimmer CP at LZ Sparrowo. On the return trip an aerial recon of Ll Eagle was 
made 0 The two aiK'cra.f't then returned ComSeventhFleet to the U"SoSo Oklahollk'\ 
City and then returned to the LPH=2o 

~ Six UoS o med evacs were picked up during the morning from the various zones 
.., and returned to the LP~20 . No enemy fire was encountered Q 

Water and rations resupply continued throughout the afternoon by squadron 
aircraft in support of BLT 1/260 Two resupply aircraft were diverted to 
Glimmer Alfaos position at coordinates YO 18464, where they picked up one UoSo 
WIA and returned him to the LPH=2o Four other aircraft on resupply missions 
lv-ere diverted to YO 17073¢ (Objective J) () where they performed a routine ex"" 
traction of a twenty-two man UoS o Marine recon team and returned them to Ll e Sparrot...i' ~ . 

Other squadron aircraft resuppUed elements of 1/26 at coordinates YiJ 173734 
and m 1986940 . T'wo of the aircraft made -three trips from .iJ'cng Ha to U ~agle 
transporting. external loads of mo=gaso The two aircraft then returned to the 
ship and were launched again immediately on an emergency aMmo resupply to 
Glimme%' Bravo D located at coordinates YD 1617190 Both aircraft, encountered 
enemy small· arms fire approaching the zone and "yhile in 'lihe zone u hOl/TeVer Ii no 
hits were l'ecei,,-ed o The aircraft then pj.cked up 9 U0 5. WIA and 2 U"5,, KIA 
from the zone and returned them to the shipo 

S~ aircraft launched from the lPH~2 at 185¢H and made night emergency 
resupplies of ammo v rations and water to Glimmer Delta at YD 17¢?3¢o Glimmer 
Bravo at Y.D 161719 and other elements of 1/26 at coordinates Y.D 198694 and 
coordinates YD 17)7)40 No enemy fire lias encountered during -the evening ~ s 
activities 0 

e 12 Sep~J:.g 

Two 0 condition threao med evac aircraft were dispatched to the U"5 0 3,, 
Vancouver on the night of the 16th to provide fast reaction tim.e fOl" ,mad avolCS 
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7 e 4t 
while the U0 5 0 S o Iwo Jiraa went out to sea for replenish.'1JeJ1t~ At. ¢5l :'5Ho 
17 September u they began the dayis actil!ities by launching from t.he LPD_~2 
to coordinates YD 173670 to pick~up 11 UoS o WIll. and 1 UoS o KIAo The rued 
CVClCS ~lere returned to the LPH=2 ~iTi thout incident, c, 

Two additional aircraft lRunched from the LPH_2 to pick-up 21 UoS Q WIA 
and 1 U9S~ KIA from Glimr.ler Alfa a s position at coordinates YD 1726480 Tv10 
trips were required to complete the evacuation to the LPH=2 p and no enemy 
fire was encountered o 

Two aircraft 0 assigned as Battalion direc·t support for the morning 0 

launched from the LPHm2 to LZ S~rrow (YO 198694)0 From Sparrow they were 
sent to Bravo Company em 152717) l<lith an anlt'lO resupplyo They then returned 
to LZ Sparrow to pick",up 2 UoSo sick and evacuated them to the ship" 

F ottr aircraft launched at ¢6S¢H to JjZ Sparrow and lifted personnel and 
t~uipment of the 81MM mortar platoon to Ob,jective 5 at coordinates YD 152?18o 
Two trips were required to complete the lift" and the aircraft then begwl 
resupply missions of water p rations and ext.ern:~.ls from LZ Sparrow to LZ tag Ie 
ai:1d to Glimmer Alfa at coordinates YO 17565¢o Resupplies were then lifted 
from the LPH=2 to GUrmner Ali'a o and there were no incidents" 

... Two aircraft departed the LPH~2 to LZ Sparrow and picked up a 12 man 
~recon tenm for an insertion at Ll Dove (YO 2R¢75¢)o No ener~ fire ~s 0n= 

countered during the f'l:l.p;ht" 

Five aircraft departed the LPH,p2 at 092¢1:I to transpolot a 64 man reaction 
force from LZ Sparrow to YD 16J679" The lift >:fas completed in two trips 
without incident" 

Seven squadron aircraft flew resupply missions in support of 1/26 ·throughe, 
~ out the morning from the LPH~2 and the LPD=2 to LZ Sparrow and Ll EaglG~ No 
.., enemy fire Was encounterad o 

Two squadron aircraft returning from an admin run to Va Nang were diverted 
to Delta Company"at coordinates YO 15~?33 to pick=up five mad evacs Q The air­
craft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons i'ire approaching the zone" 
The enemy fire damaged the number -l:,wo aircraft. Us engine oil pump forcing it, 
to make an emergency landing in the zone,. Delta Company immediately provided 
security for the downed aircraft and. arrangements were made with the U'H.,,2 to 

.fl.y il1 necessary parts and a maintenance crew to repair the aircraft" The 
maintenance crew ~ras floiom into the zone and temporary repairs "\Vere made by 
the crew while the zone ~"!1S under sporadic ~ enemy 0 small arms fire 0 l!:nemy 
mortars began bracketing the zone as the (n"'SliT completed the temporary repairs" 
The bird then lifted from t.he zone t~ithout further dalfL::tge and landed at L2: 
Eagle where it remained for t.he night", 

Seven squadron aircraft continued resupply missions in conjunction with e other mi~sion$ throughout the afternoon in support of 1st. Bn 0 0 26th MaX'il'les, 

Two of the aircraft ~lent to Ll Sparro",! ~vhere they picked up 2 med" evacs 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

and 5 VC prisoners" The med evacs Here returned to the 1PH~~2 and the pris­
oners weY'e then transported to Lai Ano 

'fwo resupply aircraft were launched from 1Z Sparrow later in the afternoon 
to Glimmer Delta. at coordina.tes YO I5)7J!:' on an emergency resupply mission" 

~ Both aircraft encountered enemy fire approaching the zone and the lead air= 
- craft sustained two hits resulting :1.11 minor dallli3.ge" There were no injuries to 

crews and suppressing fire T;1as not used o 

Three airCl"af't launched f'rom the LPH=2 t.o YO 2857630 extracted a 17 man 
recon team and transported them to LZ Sparrow without j.ncident 0 The air­
craft then returned to the ship \<l"here they refueled and .. rere joined by JC,HO 
additional aircraft for an ammo resupply mission into coordinates YO 1517330 
All of the aircraft encountered enemy small arms fire enterj~g the zone q but 
there were no hits or injuries and suppressing fire was not used o The same 
five aircraft then launched from LZ Sparrow to coordinates i~ 171683 and made 
an emergency retraction of 72 troopso The troops t.rere retracted back to Ll 
Sparrow in two trips without incidento 

Three of the abolfe aircraft then launched t.o Dang Ha and liNed the SLli' 
Party to U SparrolV'e They then returned to the ship with :1 Uo 5 o \-IIA from LI. e Sparrowo 

T1:1o aircraft launched at 2¢.l!·5H to Da Nang .. rith one U):>o vIlA in critical 
condition 0 The a.ircraft returned to the LPH=2 at 221+-SH with01.rt incidei:1t~ 

],ll ~.:a.t&m.b.~~ HMM~363 reported as directed for OpCon to the l"irst NAW at 
122¢H on this date o thus terminating Operation Deckhouse IV and entering 
Operation Prairie~ 

Four aircraft proceeded to the Uo 5 o S n Vancouver at ¢645H to lift. an AII1Trac e plato~n to tz Eagle" Enr?ute to the LPD"-2\l tt'lO of the -:-ircrA.ft were ~ivcrtGd 
!,o GIJ.lillr1sr Bravo at coordJ.nates YD 1 '5271? D where t,hey pl.cked up 11 UoS. rill 
and returned them to the lPH=2" The remaining two aircraft cOi"lpleted the 
troop lift in two trips" They then joined two addit.ional resupply aircraft 
.:'.nd transported water. rations p fresh fruU to 1l Sparrowo No enemy fire 
i<Jas encountered" 

T~o aircr,ft launched from t.he LPH=2 to Glirmner UeltaUs position at coor-cli= 
natesYD 1'52733" Seven U0 50 WIA \-1$re picked up and evacuated to the LPH~2 
without incidant~ 

Two additional aircraft transoorted R DoSe. KIP, from the U"Sc~o lt110 Jima. 
to the city of Hue at 115RIi" -

Two aircraft on resupply missions in support of 1/26 l'lere diverted to 
Glimmer Delta at. coordinates YD 152733 where they picked up 6 U"S~ lrJIA and e evacuated them to th.. lJ)fL,2~ No enemy fire was encountered" 

T~10 additional aircraft on resupply missions in support of 1/26 encountered 
enemy small arms fire departing the zone a.t coordinates YD 1'326680 No hits 
wel'e received and suppl"esning fire was not used" 
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Squadron aircraft flew resupply missions consistinp; of a.l~rI10o Hater a.nd 
l';;:i:,:i_ons throughout thG aftEll"noon and into the evening hl support of 1!26~ 
~!o additional enemy fire incidents \-j·ere reported o 

Two aircraft launched at 2210H on an el1lerp,eney blood t.ransfer" Blood 
Al!1&ted fz:o~ pel'sonnel of the U"SoSo St" Paul ~ ... as picked tiP ~l1d -transported 
~ the UOS 9'S, Reposeo Med:i.cal supplies needed aboa:cd the LPH..,2 lolere then 

picked up and returned to the shipo 

'r'Nclve aircr~ft hunched from the LPR,2 at 063¢H for Dong Ha llThere they 
Here on standby for the remainder of the day as direct support for Operation 
Prairie" 

Most missions flown during the day were resuppl;y missions in support. of 
1/26 0 1/4 and 2/7Q 

F our Aircraft retracted 58 troops from Ll Sparrow to Uong Ha in V;fO trips 0 

No enemy fire was encountered~ 

THO resupply aircraft iiel"S diverted to coordinates YD 962598 t-1here they 
e:::1Wd up 2 U0 3., W!A and returned them to Delta. 11ed,.. THO additional resupply 
aE'cr,:tft worked steadily throughotrt the morning d_tld early afternoon tJ:"at16c~ 
portinr: resupplies to the 2/7 CP at YD 9626¢5 and to the lib.· CP at YD 9755670 
No enemy fire was encountered, 

~.nd 
Se'len aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha to Glimmer A.lfa DS pOSJ.uon at IJ35H 
t1~anspoi"t.ed troops and externals to a nm·y position at coordimrt.es Yll lL~2688, 
J.i.ft !o1aS completed by l'?2~H without inci(lEmt~ 

- T~10 :drcra.ft on resupply missions .rel~e diverted to the 1st Bn" 0 !.~th Marinet> 
.. at. l'D 142688 ii'here 1 U.5 0 WIA \1aS picked up and evacuated t.o JJong Ha without 

incident" 

'1\.;0 night rued eVac standby aircra.ft on standby at iJOri~~ H.a t.;ere launched at 
16'.)¢H td coordinates YD IJ67oi9 to pick-up o.ne cr:i.tical UoS o hilA" One veadlock 
gum,hip accompanied the launch and upon arrii.ial at the pick~,up cOOi~d:J.nates 
they £oli..l1d the friendly unit engaged in a heavy fire fi~ht with the enem.y~ 
The aircraft then orbited the zone until it 'waS sGcu:('ed by ground forces i, 

p:·~.cked up the ~!IA\) .'1nd evacua.ted him t.o Delta Med" The same two ajrc1"aft then 
pl"occ0ded to coordinates YD 14¢72~ 'G-lherG they picked up 12 DoSe ~'llA and retm'ned 
them to Delta Med o · . 

Tv!O add~_tional standby aircraft were la.unch8d" along tvith a Deadlock escorto 
cJ; 2~j25H from Dong Ha to coordinates .lID 9'78561J1 to pick=up 6 UoS~ \ilL'!." This 
ZOllO l"i.l.S also under heavy enemy fire and the aircraft. again set up an orbiL II"? r,r'ollnd forces reported one ot t.he WIll. to be in very crit.ical condition, 

~, lei1.d aircraft then proceeded into t.he ZO!'le to ptck-.up the. mod evac and 
:r'G(;€liv-e.d no hits in the process o The aircraft t.hen proceeded for Delta H~d 
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H'hile the number two aircr:tft continued orbiting with the Deadlock gunship, 
~lhoi1 fuel became more of a prohlem to the aircraft t.han enemy fi:l~l> I) the V.:i,i·~· 
cl"aft landed and picked up the remaining lned evacs \"ithout incidcnto The 
rued evacs were then returned to Delta Medn 

Most flie;hts on this date vlere med evac and resupply missions in support 
of 1/40 2/7 and 1/260 

Two aircraft launched from the l.PH=2 at (J155H and tr,lnsferred one med 
evac from the ship to the UoS.S a Repose? 

Two aircraft. on standby at Dong Ha Here lau.nched at ~630H t.o drop four 
passengers at coordinates Xl) 975565 and then to proceed to I.JJ 96~j598 and 
p:i.ck=up 6 U~So KIA and :3 U.S. W1Ao Two Deadlock f;unships preceded the air~ 
cr'aft to the zone and reported a possible 0 '50 c~libel~ position just north 
of the zoneo The lead aircraft approached the zone and encountered heavy 
en",lllY' a.utomatic wapone and small arms fire fl~om all sides 0 The ,;;;unships 
made gun runs to the north and south of' the zone o but the enemy fire con~, 
Unued while the aircraft landed to pick=up 4- UoS o RIAo The aircraft then 
Hftcd and began to i!l".mediately use suppr'essinf, fire. and no hits were re~ 
ceived Q The numher tl-l0 aircr"l.t't then approached the zone \·rhile the I;un~, 
ships continued their gun runs near the zone o ~'V'hile si+,tii1~ in the zone 
tel pick-up the remaining med evacs the aircr-<lft sustained three (3) hits~ 
Tbere ~yere no in.iuries to the ere"1 01' passengers. but later examination 
ShOl-1ed one of the aircr~ft' s servos had been d~ilap.;ed by one of the enemy 
rounds., The two aircraft evacuated the med evacs to Delta Ned and theYI 
returned to the ship without. further ind.dentc. 

T"yo aircraft.1'<fere launched to XD 96¢59R to piCK=UP 4 U"Sc WIAo The 
rued evacs t>lerepicked up without incident and returned to Delta Had" Tuo 
add:i.tiona.l aircraft departed Dong Ha at this time to Glill".mer Bravo q s 
nosition at coordinates \"D 1'52718 .... rhel"e they picked up 2 U0 5" vlJ:A and 1~. 
U~So KIA and evacuated them to the Delta l!IecL. No enemy fire was encountered o 

'1'\,10 aircra.ft departed Donr: Ha. at 0R12H with a 5 l11an recon teamoThc 
tea.m lffl.S inserted at coordinates Xl) 942518 l'l1ithout incident and the air· .. 
craft returned to Dong Ha" At 12:30Ho the same two aircraft departed uong 
Ha for an emergency retraction of the' same racon tearllo The a.ircl"<:tft en,~, 
countered enemy small arms and 05$ caliber fire in the vj.cinity of the 
zone., The lead aircraft sustained one hit resulting in minor damage.} G.nd 
there were no injuries o 

TllfO aircraft llTith one Deadlock escort" insert.ed another 5 man recon 
tea.1ll durine; the afternoon in the vicinity of c()ordil1ates YO 004-7" No 
enemy: fire ~6 encounterad o 

Twelve squadron aircraft flel'l in direct support of opere:tlOl'l Prairie 
all through the afternoon. resupplying each 'of the battalions and retUl"ning 
their mad evacs to Delta Medo No fUl"ther enemy fira i.;aS report.ed., 
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r~a majowit~ @f mi~sio~s flown this date were med evacs in suppor~ of 1!26 0 
1/4 0 21? 2Yildt 2/0&0 O-chaK' missiorlS flown by squadron aircraft included aerW 
recorn Q raaupplyp SAR a~d logis~i~ troop ahuttles~ 

'~ r~o aire~aft d~~tecl Dong Ha at ¢6J~H and provided SAR for DeadleeK aiWQ 
craf~ ~hile 'Ghey inse~ecl reco~ teams at coordinates YO 14¢723 and YD 92449?~ 
No e~e~ life ~ae e~co~te~ed~ 

The ~~inder @f the MOTniflp, found squadron aircraft picking up med &waGS 
at Glioome~ Charlieo~ ~sit1o~ and from Permission 1/4Qs positions at coordi~ 
nates JID 966C;@¢, .lID 98~m and XD 922498 0 Other squadron aircl"'aft trMS"" 
ported m~ ewac~ tram Delta med to the LPH=2 and from the LP~2 to ths U,5 0 50 

Rep~a~o 

T~ a~@~att d~ed the LSA at 13¢¢H and proceeded to Yu 275S0~ ~he~0 
1 U0 8 0 KU ~~ pi~koo llJP and retul"'ned to Delta Mad., The sallie ail"'craft, thlSm 
bega~ l"'es~pp~ ~iasio~s t@ XD 975567 in support of 1/40 After making tw~ 
trip~ to thG zon~ ~~h ~r~~ 2nd passenp,erso the aircr~ft lifted med svacs 
froo m 987%2 ~ ~lt2 ~ for the remaindar IOf the afternooril? . 

~ Fo~ ~9~aclr~ a~eraft f1e~ resupply missions to the County ~air OP 
(m 9R?~2) II Cl111iIDi®ll' CP (Yll l446Rl) 0 and Glimmer> "Bn (Iil 1457~2) throtRghOlmt 
the aftelfTIOOOo Six ij"S" tin 'mire returned from the various zones to i)J~lt8 ' 
Med in the, eouws@ of the ,fliphtso No enemy fire w~s encountered o 

e 

, T~ aircraft la~checl a~ 1555H from Dong Ha and evacuated 2 UoS c med 
evacs 'lre:liil 1'1) 1~6n7 t{) Delta Medo They then flew to YD 061')48 to pick=up 
obse~el"'a for a~ aerial recon of the area in the vicinity of coordinates 
lD ~21$Bj95o No sasiilY fi&"e t;Y&S reported." 

'l'h6 . r<&maindi,111' of the af'tel"'Yloon and evenin~ was· devoted primarily 'G@ 
mad ew~e ~issionso ijoSo mad'evacs were evacuated from Delta Mad to the 
lPH ... ;t~ too UoSo~.,Re~sa and to HUJl\9o Others were evacuated from Glimm0!" 
CharlileL~~.:,: u~n'7,~L~1I!d! f¥'qm gJ,~~er lJelta (YO l~¢,?~~),-"ansi.,rej,JJZ:U~ to ~he/ .... 
I.?,1I-2."'l>~1V 1'1 to€' w~~ "",.. ~O'12l1'lt ~,p~ ~ . ."' 

. T~o n~ht. mscl 0va~ ~ircr~ft O~ standby at Uong Ha launched at 2J3~M t@ 
1D 98~~59 ~hara thay,pic~ed ~p 3 UoSo WIA and ev~cuated them te ~elta ~~~ 
No 0~~ riTa ~~ efl~o~~e~0do 
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Th~ illa.jOr>ity of.' the missions flown this date were med evac missionso 
OtheT ~issions flown were aerial recon D combat troop liftsD resupplYD and 
10p,1s~ic ~oop shuttles between the various company and battalion positionso 

Four aircrat~ b®gan the dayOs missions when they departed Dong Ha for 
coordi~ates ID 986559 2nd YO lj¢72)0 Five UoS o WIA and 1 UoS o KIA wers 
evacuated fro~ ~he8Q coordinates respectivelyo and transported to Delta ~do 
Two of the aircraf~ then launched to YO l527l7~ picked up 4 VoSo WIAo and 
evacuated them to D@lt& Medo No enemy fire was eneounteredo 

Two aircraft departed Dong Ha at ¢650H to the GlimMer CP at coordinatea 
YO 1426890 Gl!mmew Six was then carried on an aerial recon of the area irnme= 
diat~ly west of the $one~ The aircraft dropped Glimmer Six at his CP upon 
completiom of the reco~ and returned to liong Ha without incident~ 

Two additional ~ircraft then launched from Dong Ha to the Glimmer CP 
and lifted 46 passenEe~s f~om 1/26 to Dong Hac Three trips were required 
to comple~<a the lif~ and no enemy fire was encountered" 

~ The r~indGr of the morning found squadron aircraft flying routin<a mad 
~vac missions t~om D~lta Mad to the LPH~2o Elements of 1/26 at coordinates 

YO 1'~722 and 10 1554~2o ~An Battery~ and elements of 1/13 at coordinates 
YO 16R682 ~ere resupplied durinp, the mo~ningo 

Squad?on aiTcraf~ began resupply missions at 140¢}1 for all units opar2= 
ting om Opal"aticm Prairie o During the coursa of Miasions flown o 1 UoS" W'U 
was evacuated tram lD 953561 to Delta Merlo No enemy fire incidents were 
repo~ted,," 

~ Three aircraft with Deadlock escort inseTted" a 10 man reeon team into 
coordinat~s YD ¢2)6S5 without incidento 

Two aircr~ft departed Dong Ha at 17¢¢H for the Glimmer CP at coordfunates 
yO 1326750 Glimme~ Six was then transported to the Bravo Company positio~ 
at "W 11671'7 Q GU.mmw Sb: WlS then returned to his CP and the aircraf~ rG ... 
turned to the LPH=2o 

Most missions flown on this date were resupply missions in support of 
1/26 0 l./4 D 2/.., and 'J!Df"o Fourteen squadron aircraft flew the resupply missions 
and during the cours~ of the morning evacuated 5 U0 50 WIA to Delta Medo 
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Two aircraft departed Dong Ha at 06,5i11H to ma.ke an aerial reCOil of the 
"MIl and "V' Company positions of ,/4 at coordinates YD 05¢623 and YO ¢5562'Q 
respectively~ After the aerial recon g the lead aircraft landed at YO ~5562~ 
and returftsd 1 U0 50 WI! to Delta Med without incident~ . 

. ~ Four &~craft proceeded trom Dong Ha to YO 138444 at 0755H and inserted 
~ 12 man reacn temm ct the 1st Recon Coo of 1/40 No ene~ fire was encoun= 

tered" 

Two aiTcraft too~ a 17 man civil affairs team from the LPH=2 to YD 226719 
without ineiclento Two additional aircraft departed Dbng Ha at 1~¢5H and 
made an aerial reeon of coordinates XD 97640 After returning to Dong Hao they 
launched ~a1n to YO 0566~8 where they picked up 5 passengers and 2 captured 
automatic ~apons and returned to Dong Hao 

One aircraft departed the LPHm2 at 1235H for the UoSoSo Repose to pick=up 
an emergency blood supplY tor the LPH=2o After returning to the ship the 
aircr~ft launched ap,ain with Hearsay Six and staff to the Glimmer CPo The 
aircraft then returnad to the LPH=2 without incidento 

Two aiE'cr-aft OJ/l standby at Dong Ha departed at 1315H for County Failr 
~oxtrotUs position at 10 985597 to pick~up an emergency med evac o Vue ~o 
,.,he many obstacles in and about the zone. the lead aircraft was forced to 

wave-off thG first approach and came in £r-om a different directiono On the 
second ap~oa6ho the aiTc.raft encountered enemy automatic weapons and small 
arms fireD but continued to the zone where it had to remain in a hover be= 
cause of the $onC!)~s terr&iiilo During the approach" the COrpSffiaIl aboard the 
aircraft was slightly wounded from fragments flying through the aircraf~ as 
a result of the enemy actio~Q The aircraft remained in a hover tmder fire 
while the mad evac was lifted abo~rd with the assistance of the wounded 
corpsman 0 All during this time the aircraftUs crew chief and gunner were 

~il1g suppressing fire to compsnsate the enemy fireo Alsoo while in the zone 
explosions from eithe~ mortars or grenades occurred sending fragments into 
the aircraft 0 The aircraft lifted successfully out of the zone under fire 
and rat'l1l1"rRad the med avac to Delta Mado Later inspecti.ons showed the aif'= 
craft had ~i~ht bullet holes and numerous punctures in the skin caused by 
the explosionse The corpsman was the only crew member wounded in the actiono 

~uadron aircraft continued resupply missions for all units participat~g 
in Operatio~ Prairie throughout the afternoon without any further incidents o 

Two aircraft flying resupply missions picked up 5 UoSo WIA at AD 953567 
and returned them to Delta Mado Two additional aircrq£t flying resupply 
missions picked up 6 U~So WIA from coordinates XJ 953566 and AD 956564 and 
evacuated them to Delta Mado 

Liaiso~ and resupply miSSions continued on into the evening in support 4IJ Operatiom Prairi0 0 
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• All squadron aircraft were aboard the LPH,=2 by 193¢H and six. of them 
were placed on a .condition III standby to lift a reaction force fZ'om the 
ship if it was needed ashore during the night(' 

2~2 

~ t~~363 chopped OpCon from'eG p First r~W to eTG 7905 at l2~¢H this dateo 

Twelve squadron aircraft were utilized for the direct support of all units 
participating in Operation Prairieo 

Two aircraft. flying resupply ruissions to the 1st BI'IQ Q 4th ~~rines at. 
coordinateJs XD 97'5561 enco1Ul1tered enemy mortar fire while sitt.ing in the zone 
on one occasiorl o There were no injuries to the crm,y and the aircraft returned 
to Dong Ha. without. further incidento 4\ter in the morning two aircraft Elvacm= 
at(~d 5 UQS .. WIA from cool'dinates Jill 9'15:;6'7 and :3 W"IA from coordinates lID 975567 
and :3 WlA froo coordinates XD 953567 anc:, earried them to Delta Made. 

F Olllr aircl'.'lft with on,a Deadlock escort retracted Glimr.ter B and Glimmer .() 
back to the LPH=2o Six trips ~fe:re required to complete the lift which went 
without inoidento 

_ F01l1r aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha to YD 2144 and retracted a 15 man 
""'econ teaJll back to Dong Hac. Deadlock aircnlft provided escort fOl" the lift 

and there were no incidentso T~~ee of the aircraft launched again at 1345H 
and retrac·ted a l~ man recon tea.m from coordinates Y0 (661655" Two of' the 
rec:OI1 teMl personnel were WIA prior to the aircraft Os arrival at the zoneD 
and tfhile sitting in the zone enemy automa.tic weapons fire opened up on the 
aircr'af'to No hits were received and the aircraft returned the team to Uong Ha6 

Tw~ aircraft proceeded to YO 167682 from Dong Ha at 140?H to retract troops 
a.nd cargo of IOAIi Battery to Dong lIa" Eight trips were required to complete 
_he lift which went without inciden'(,o 

'rwo aircraft made six trips bett'l1'S9.ln J..2. Bluebird a1'ld the U,3 0 5 0 Vancouver 
carry-ing t:z-oops and cargo back to the Ship" 

Threl8 aircraft were diverted from resupply missions to coordinates 1UJ 9535?2 
at l?~¢Ei for emergency med evacs o 'lb,'} aircraft. arrived at the zone to find it 
under attack .from enemy fire o Fixed wing cdr support was called in to suppress 
the en£irllY fire and althoU/.~h still encoW'lteril'lg enemy 'll1ortar and automatic 
vleapOnl3 fire in the zonel) the airoraft returned 25 UoS o vilA. to Delta Mad in two 
trips 0 No hits were received a 

~L\fO additional aircraft were diverted from resupply missions to XD 958572 
to pick=up more emer'gency mEld cyaeS" 'fne zone l~a~ l.U1der enemy 11'lOrtar attack" 
but '/:,he aircraft YIlanaged to pick=up 2 VaSe WlA and 1 U"So KIA and evacuate them ;0 Delta Mad without receiVi.ng any hit-sr, 
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Two aircraft removin~ med evaes from )CD 959568 encountered enemy fire in 
the vicinity of XD 90~5~0n but no hits wer.e receivedo 

Six aircraft remained on condition III st~ndby throughout the night aboard 
the LPH=2 to provide lift capahilities for. a reaction force aboard ship in the 

~ event it was needed ashore o 

,,5 September: g 

Twelve squadron aircraft began departing the LPH=2 to LZ Bluebird (Glimmer 
CP) to retract remaining troops and cargo back to the LPIL.2 and the LP.D=2o 
One aircraf't experienced a rough running engine during the lift and had to 
shut down in the Llo A. test pilot and roa:lntel'lance crew were flown ashore 
to determine whether or not it could be flown back to the shipu On the SUbS8= 
quent test flight the engine quit completely and the aircraft auto~rotated 
into the LZ without sustaining any damage o The aircraft was then made ready 
to be lifted to the LPH=2 by a CH=46 and a CH~37Q Remaining troops in the 
zone proyided security for the aix'craft and at 14¢~Hp the retraction resumed 
when the downed aircraft was lifted out to the IHL,2" No enemy fire was en= 
counteredQ and the lift was completed without further incidento 
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Q,rERATlm.r DEC~H0!I.SE IV. 

flm §ORTIE~ m ~.QQ TON§. I-lED EVACS 1"LT HOUR.§ 
-~-

_1<; SEP 591- 1292 16o~ 19 151,,5 

16 SEP 283 1M- 32~2 24- 73Q4 

17 SEP 36~ 4916 '34~¢ 51 8:3,,7 

TC'TAL~ 1191 1882 102,,2 94 :3¢Fl o 6 

9gERATIO~~~ 

18 SEP 299 2'79 '3~oJL 62 ~505 

19 SEP 443 S'J.8 '59 0 6 t;J 109 0 8 

2¢ SEP 239 25¢ 150,8 5¢ 7901 

4t21 SEP 242 )04 1702 A? 74)1. 

22 SBP 276 312 22>2 53 R6 0 4 

23 SEP 304 175 )~o2 7'5 98,,5 

24 SEP 362 <)'54 3(09 1~¢ 11209 

25 SEP 294 62') 22,,9 2¢ 83)J, 

_TOTAL: 2459 3247 23'>.9 5¢¢ ·t3¢o~ 

COMBINED 
TorAL~ 3656 '5129 ,38,,1 1594 1038 0 6 
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