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PART I - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

a, Squadron Comnander :-md Staff mth inclusive dates of duration in
assigned Uﬂ.lets i

Coxgmanding Officer . 128 Sep. 1966~ Colo- d g 4. MG GOER}H
Exgeutive Officer- ..:1=27 Sep, 1966~ Maio,G«rJ§g¥OBORA
~0p§§gtions Orficer , - 1-28 Sep.1966 . Maj.W . GRAHAM
istrative Office? . 1-22 Sep.1966.  Capt.: )}? BANNING
' .23-28 Sep, 1966 . ~1stlt., ' THIRY
Lo@&stics Offlcer  1-5 Sep 1966 Maj. d. L MJMLL
628 Sep.1966 _ Capt. D, L, STIEGMAN
Maintenance Officer 1-5 Sep 1966 .. ' Capt, B, M, GRIMES
' ‘ " 6-28 Sep.1966. Capt. J, Dy MOODY
Safety Officer 1-28 S¢p'1966 - Capt, T, W, AMIS
Intelligence Officer 1-28 Sep 1966 = Capt. R, M, NEBEL

b, HMMQ1639 MAG-15 (Rein) oth MAB, FMFPac (1-28 Sep 1966)
U.5.5, Iwo Jima (LPsz) - 128 Sep 1966
¢, Average monthly strength of squadron: 227

d, Important visitors to the squadron: HNone
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PART II . NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DURING |REPORTING PERIOD

The beginning of the month found the squadron entering Man11a Bay aboard
the U,5.8, Iwo Jima to begin preparing for the upqcomlng exerclseD code named
Bolador9 with the Philippine Marines, Tl e .

S s One aircraft launched in the early mornlng to make YIP runs be-
tween the LPH-2 and Sanpgley Point. ‘Yhen the VIP runs were completed, this
aircrafi became the SAR blrd for the practice troop 1ife whlch was also
scheduled for the morning's activities, ’

Shortly after the VIP aireraft launched, eleven additional aircraft
“Jaunched from the ship te the parade grounds at Manila (832109). One hundred
£ifty-nine Philippine Marines- were then lifted from the parade grounds to the
~LPR.2 in four trips. \

Barly in the afternocn twelve aircraft¢ launched from the LPHaz with the
. Philippine Marines for a rehearsal landing at LZ Maya (Parade Grounds).
One additional aircraft provided SAR for the 1ift which was completed in two
Lrips, Four of the twelve aircraft then returned to the parade grounds to
- pick=up a Philippine UDT team which was to be para-dropped in the Minex area
off Corregidor Island. Two additional aircrafi departed: the LYH-2 at this
time with observers and photog?aphers aboard to observe and photograph the

. paraadr@po The drop was made without 1nciden% and all aireraft returned to

2;§9 amhgg One aircraft launched at dawn from the LPH.2 for the parade
‘grounds at Manila to pick-up three newsmsn and one Code Seven, The four
“passengers were then transported to Corregidor Island to observe the ensuing
landing,

.‘m

C Twelve a1rcraft launched at P655H for Corregidor Isiand with the initial
agsault elements of the Philippine -Mirines aboard. A gimulated strike was
effected at L4 Pugo (TR h18925§ without incident. Two trips were pequired
to complete the 1if¢ before the aircraflt returned to the LPH.2,

Commencing at 124fH, twelve aircraft departed the LPH:2 to LZ Pugo to
begin retracting the previously dropped Marines. The troops were retracted
from L& Pugo to L Maya in two ¢rips without incident. One additional air-
craft provided SAR for the 1ift.

: Two aircraft launched from the LPH.2 for L4 Maya with fifteen Philippine
Officers aboard, After letting the officers off at LZ Maya, the aircraft re-

gueled at ¥AS Sangley Point, and returned o the ship to complete Exercise
olador.

3 Sentesher: Squadron aircraf¢ flew a variety of passenger admim runs to
the helicopter pad at the American Embassy im Menila, and also to NAS Cubi
Point, Upon completion of their missions, the aireraft were shutdown at the
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NAS Cubi. Point seaplane ramp where they remalned for maintenance and repairs
for the duration of the ship’s stay.in por’to Later .in.the moriing,  the re=
mainder of the squadrom aircraft able to be. flown ashore -were shuttled to the
seaplane ramp for keeping while the ship renovated its flight deck while in

There were no flight aperations on these dates.

gmxggggmgxg ' One aircraft made an admin péésenger run to Clark Air Force Base,

. tenbax? Four aircraft made an admin passenger run from the aeaplane ramp-
to NAS Sangley Point and Clark Air Force Base,

13 _September: Two alrcraft made an admin‘ﬁéssenger run from the seaplane ramp
to the LPH@?D

312 September: . A1l squadron aireraft ashore were flown back aboard the LPH.2
from the seaplane ramp during the afternocon. The ship was underway for RVN

by 1730H,
13 _Sertepbert No flight operations on this date. .

34 Sentembex: Seven alrcraft were launched from the LPH.2 during the morning
for admin passenger and cargo runs to Da Nang and Marbie Mountain( .

Two aircraft launched at #900H from the LPH-2 to recon landing zones that
had been designated as assault sites for the pending operation. The three
V'zones that wore aerial reconned were al coordimates YD ?136650 Y 198595,

and YD 173687, No enemy fire was encountered, , ”

 During the aftemo@n0 two aircraft departed the LPH-2 to transport five
med evacs to Da Nang., Other squadron aireraft mede admin, passenger, and
cargo runs between ships and Dong Ha. There were no f11ght incidents during
the day,

-mgﬁumggﬁgmggg Opsration Deckhouse IV began this date when one aircraft -
 launched from the LPH.2 at (#635H to provide SAR for the pending assault, troop
‘”Iifto

, 7 Sixteen ,quadron aircraft began launching from the LPH=2 at P650 with the
j‘flrst assault elemenis of Ulimmer Brave., These elements were 1lifted into the
: 7initial strike sone at coordinates YD 173627, code named LZ Wren, When Olimmer
" Brave had been 1ifted ashore, Glimmer Dslta was then 1ifted from the LPH-2 into -
the second strike zone at coordinates YD 198695, code named L Sparrow. .Upon
completion of these 1ifts, Glimmer Charlie was lifted from the U.S.S. Vancouver
into LZ Sparrow, Deadlock aireraft of YMO-2 provided escort for the strikes
and no ernemy fire was encountered. The sixteen squadron aircraft them con-
tinued to 1ift troops and external cargo into the two zones for the remainder
of the merning. :

Enclesure (1)
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The lead aireraft of the 1ift and his wingman were diverted at 13¢fH to
coordinates YD 17¢653 for an emergency recon retraction. On final approach
into the zone the lead aircraft @ncountered intense enemy automatic weapons
and small arme fire. The lead aircraft sustdined three hits before waving
off, One hit damapged. the.engine oil- cooler’vhich necessitated an emergency
landing at Dong Ha. During this-action, thesmircraft's crew chief was
slightly wounded. The aircraft resmajned dowh’'at Dong Ha for the remainder
of the day for battle damage. Lﬁ;§7%ﬂ.ﬁﬁ

/ ' . S A

Four additional aircrafi then diverted to YD 17653 to retract the pinned
down recon tegm. 911 four aireraft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons
and small arms fire entering the zone and wepe forced to wave off. During this
time, the alrcraft gunneriof the numbher’ tio aircraft was seriously wounded by
the enemy groupd fire. This aircraft then.diverted immediately to the ship with
its med evac. Approaching the IPH-2, contrdl difficultiss were experienced by -
the aircraft, and after a safs, but eventful landing, it was learned the air-
craft’s serves had been extensively damaged by the enemy fire,

‘ The other three aircraft in ‘the flight flew to Dong Ha to assess their
battle damage which was determined to be minor at the time, although, closer
inspaction aboard the LPH-2 revealed'that the number thres aircraft had al-
most had its tail rotor cable completély severed by the fire.

Condole and Deadlock aireraft were then called inte the retraction area

for an air strike, Five additional squadron aireraft then went in under the

air cover and effected the retraction without further incident. One U,S, KIA,

gpgoso WIA and twelve remaining troops of the recon unit were returned to the
=Ly’

Tuslve aireraft lawnched from the LPH.2 a¢ 163¢H to 1ift Glimmer Alfa ‘
and Battery Alfa from landing Zone Dove (YD 3¢2728) and Blue Beach (YD 31¢735)
into L2 Eagle (YD 215665)., Two aireraft were diverted during the 1ift to Blue
Beach. Thers they picked up § YC POW's and transported them to L4 Sparrow,
Upon completion of the troop 1ift, four aircraft continued to 14ft 105 ammo
from Blue Beach to 12 Bagle, Prior to completing this 1ift, two of the air-
eraft were diverted to LZ Sparrew where they picked wp 1 U.S, WIA and returned
him ¢o the FH.2, .

Two aircraft launched at 194H to transport an emergency resupply of amme
and water to 1% Sparrow, Three U,S. med evacs were them returned to the LFH.2

from LZ Sparrow without ineident.

16 Sentepber: The majority of the flights this date were resupply and med evac
missions in support of BLT 1/26, Throughout the morning squadron aircraft
1ifted supplies of water, rations and ammo from the LPH.2 and the U.S.S. Van-
couver into L& Eagle, LZ Sparrow, Glimmer Brave at YD 165712, and Glimmer Delta
at D 187742, Two aircrafi, after dropping carso at LZ Sparrow, returned to
the'ship and picked up CTG 76.5. The £light then procesded to the U,S,.S.
Oklahoma City where they picked up ComSeventhFleet and transported him to the

&
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Glimmer CP at LZ Sparrow. On the return trip an aerial reedn’of-dd Bagle was
made, The two airecraft then returned ComSeventhFlget to!ithe  UuSu$.0klahoma
City and then returned to the LPH.2, EEP RS S TP
I A

Six U.5. med evacs were picked up during the morning from the various zones
and returned to the LPH.2, No enemy fire was encountered, =

4 RS TP

Water and rations resupply continued throughout‘théﬁﬁftGPHOOn by squadron
aireraft in support of BLT 1/26, Two resupply aircraft were diverted to
Glimmer Alfa's position at coordinates YD 184645 where they picked up one U,S.,
WIA and returned him to the LPH.2, Four other airéraft on resupply missions
were diverted to YD 176730 (Objective 3), where they Performed a Foutine ex—
traction of a twenty-two man U.S. Marine recom team afd returned them to LZ
Sparrov. :

‘ : N

Other squadron aircraft resupplied elements of 1/26 at coordinates YD 17373
and YD 19860k, Two of the aircraft made three trips from Dong Ha to LZ Eagle
transporting external loads of mo-gas. The two aircraft them returned to the
ship and were launched again immediately on an emergency ammo resupply to
Glismer Bravo, located at coordinates YD 161719, Beth aireraft encountered
enemy small arms fire approaching the zone and while in the zone; however, no
hits were received. The aireraft then picked uwp 9 U.S, WIA and 2 U,5, KIA
from tho zone and returned them to the ship. '

- Sixz aireraft launched from the LPH.2 at 185¢H and made night emergency
resupplies of ammo, rations and water to Climmer Delta at YD 17¢73¢, Glimmer
Bravo at YD 161719 and other elements of 1/26 at coordinates YU 198694 and
coordinates YD 173734k, Ho enemy fire was encountered during the evening's
activities,

Septemher: Two, condition three, med evac aircraft were dispatched to the
U.3.5, Vancouver on the night of the 16th to provide fast reaction time for
med evacs while the U.5.5, Iwo Jima went out to sea for roplenishment., At
#545H, 17 September, they began the day’s activities by launching from the
LPD.2 to coordinates YD 17367 to pick-up 11 U,S, WIA and 1 U.S, KIA, The
med evacs wers returned to the LPH-2 without incident.

Two additional aircraft launched from the LPH-2 to pick-up 21 U.S. WIA
and 1 U.S. KIA from Glimmer Alfn's position at coordinates YU 172648, Tuo
trips were required to complete the evacuation to the IPH.2, and no enemy
fire was encountered.

Two aireraft, assigned as Battalion direct support for the morning,
launched from the LPH.2 to LZ Sparrow (YD 19869%). From Sparrow they were
sent to Bravo Company (YD 152717) with an asmo resupply. They then returned
to Li Sparrow to pick-up 2 U.S. sick and evacuated them to the ship,

Four aireraft launched at $65¢H to LZ Sparrow and 1lifted personnel and
equipment of the B1MM mortar platoon to Objective 5 at coordinates Y0 152718,
Two trips were required to complete the lift, and the aireraft then began

5
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resupply missions of water, rations and externais from LZ Sparrou to LZ Eagle

and to Glimmer Alfa at coordinates YD 17565¢. Resuppllpp,kgai, 8
from the LPH.2 to Glimmer Aifa, and there were no imecidents. ™~ -~ -

Two aireraft departed the LPH.2 to LZ Sparrow and:picked up a 12 man
recon team for an insertion at LZ Dove (YD.28¢738).,. .No: enémy fire was en-
countered during the flight,

Five aireraft departed the LPH-2 at §920H to-transport.a .64 man reaction
force from 1Z Sparrow teo YD 163679° The lift was completed in two tPIP§
without :meidenﬁ° RN ER

. Seven squadron aircraft flew resupply missions-in support of 1/26; througho
@ut the morning from the LPH-2 and the LPD°2 to LZ Sparrow and LZ Eagle, No
eneny fire was encounteredo

Two squadron aircraft retufnlng from an admin run to Da Nang vere dlverted
%o Delta Company at coordinates YD 156733 to pick-up five med évacs. The air-
craft encountered intense enemy automatic weap@ns fire approaching the zone.
The enemy fire damaged the number two aircraft’s engine oil pump forcing it
to make an emergency landing in the zone, Delta Company 1mmedlately provided
security for the downed aircraft and arrangements were made with the IPH.2 to
fly in necessary parts and a maintenance crew to repair the airéraft. The
naintenance crew was flown into the zone and temporary repairs werg mads by
the crew while the zone was under sporadic, enemy, small arms firé] Enemy
mortars bogan bracketing the zone as the crew completed the %emporary repairs,
The bird then lifted from the zone without further damage and landed at 1P
Eagle where it remained for the night. s

Seven squadron aircraft continued resupply missions in conjunction with
other missions throughout the afternoon in support of 1st Bn., 26th Marines.

Two of the aircraft went to Lé Sparroy where they picked up 2 med evacs
and 5§ YC prisoners. The med evacs were returned to the LPH-2 and the pris..
oners were then transported to lai An, ™

Two resupply aircraft were launched from i ,parrow later in the afternoocn
to Glimmer Dolta at coordinates ¥V 15373 on’an émergency resupply mission.
Both aircraft encountered enemy fire approaching the zone and the lead air-
craft sustained two hits resulting in minor damege., There weré no injuries
to crews and suppressing fire was not used. e

Three aireraft launched from the LPH.2 ¢o YD 285763, extracted a 17 man
recon team and transported them to LZ Sparrow without incident. The-air- ...
craft then returned to the ship where they refueled and were joined by two
additional aircraft for an ammo resupply mission into coordinates YD 151733.
A1l of the aircoraft encountered enemy small arms fire entering the zone, but
there were no hits or injuries and suppressing fire was not used. The same
five aircraft then launched from LL Sparrow to coordinates YU 171683 and made
an emergency retraction of 72 troops. The troops were retracted back to L

6
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Sparrow in two tripéﬂﬁ1£ﬁ6ut.incidentp o .

Three of“the above aircraft then launched to Dong Ha and Yifted the SLF
Party to IZ Sparrow, They then returned to the ship with 1 U,5, WIk“from LZ
row. -~

Two aircraft launched at 2¢4SH to Da Mang with one U,S. WIA in critical
condition, The airéraft returned teo the LPH-2 at 2245H without incident.

18 September: HMMQ363‘reported as directed for OpCon to the First MAW at
126@H on this date, thus terminating Operation Jeckhouse IV and entering
Operation Prairie. _

Four aireraft proceeded to the U,S.S. Vancouver at #645H to 1ift an
AuTrac platoon to LZ Eagle. Enroute to the 1PD.2, two of the aircraft were
" diverted to Glimmer Bravo at coordinates YD 152717, where they picked up N
11 U.S, WIA and returned them to the LPH.2, The remaining two aircraft e
completed the troop 1ift in two ¢rips. They then joined two additional Cd
resupply aircraft and transported water, rations, and fresh fruit to Lé
Sparrow, No enemy fire was encountered,

. . Two aircraft launched from the LPH.2 o Glimmer Jelta's position at
coordinates YD 152733. Seven U.S. ¥IA were picked up and evacuated to the
- LPH.2 without incident. . '

Two additional aircraft transported 8 U.5, KIA from the U.5.5., Iwo Jima
to the city of Hue at 1158H,

Two aireraft¢ -on resupply missions in support of 1/26 were diverted to
Glirmer Delta at coordinates YD 152733 where they picked up 6 U.S. WIA and
‘ evacuated them to the LPE=2. No enemy fire was encountered.
T Two additional airerafi on resupply missions in support of 1/26 encoun-
. - tered enemy small arms fire departine the zone at coordinates YV 132668. No
'-;f;; , fﬁitgjwere received and suppressing fire was not used. . ©

Sguadron aircraft flew resupply missions consisting of ammo, water and
rations throughout the afternoon and into the evening in support of 1/26. Mo
additional enemy fire incidents were reported.

Two aircraft launched at 2210H on an emergency blood transfer, Blood
donated from persomnel of the U,5.5, 5t. Paul was picked up and transported
to the U.5.5, Reposs., Medical supplies needed aboard the 1PH.2 were then
picked up and returned to the ship,

19 September: Twelve aircraft launched from the LPH-2 at 663¢H for Uong Ha
) where they were on standby for the remainder of the day as direct support
. for Opzration Prairie,
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Most missions flown durlng the day were resupply missions in support of

1/26, 1/b and 2/7. T e
Four aircraft retracted 58 troops from L2 Sparrow to Dong Ha in two trips,
No ememy fire was encountered. . . e Domgflg dn wwe

Two resupply aircraft were diverted to coordinates Y0 962598 where they
picked up 2 U,S; WIA and returned them to Delta.Med. ;Tuwo additional resupply

aircraft worked steadily throughout ‘the morning and. qgrlegfternoon trans- ‘
_porting resupplies to the 2/7 CP at YD 9626¢5 @d to the 1/&, CP at YU 975367,

Ho enemy fire was encountered, oo . i -

Saven aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha to Glimmer Alfa’s positlon at 1335“
and transported troops and externals to a new. pasx@;on*at~coordlnates Yo 142688
The 1ift was completed by 1726 without incident A e

Two aircraft on resupply m1951ons ware dlverted to the 1st Bn., 4th Narlnesf
CP at YD 142688 where 1 U.S, WIA yas picked up and evacuated . tg Uong: Ha. y;thout'

incident . “

Two night med evac standby aircraft on standby at Yong Ha were launched at
16394 to coordinates YD 136709 to pick-up one critical U.5, WIA, One Deadlock
gunship accompanied the launch and upon arrival at the pick-up coordinates
they found the friendly unit engaged in a heavy fire fight with the enemy. The
aireraft then orbited the zome until it was secured by ground forces, picked

.up the WIA  and evacuated him to Delta Med. The same two aireraft them pro-

ceeded to coordinates YU 1b¢?2¢ where they picked up 12 U.5.WIA and returned

. them to Delta Med,

Two additional standby aircraft were launched, along with a Veadlock
escort, at 2025H from Dong Ha to coordinates XU 978564 to pick-up 6 U5, WIA,
This zone was also under heavy enemy fire and the aircraft again set up am

‘orbit. The ground forces reported one of the WIA to be in very eritical con-

dition. The lead aircraft{ them proceeded into the zone to pick-up the med
evac and received no hits im the process. The airernft then proceeded for
Delta Med while the mumber two aireraft continued orbiting with the Jeadleck
gunship. WYhen fuel hecame more of a problem to the aircraft than enemy fire,
the aireraft landed and picked up the remaining wed evacs without incident.
The med evacs were then returned to Delta Med,

2¢ September: Most flirhts on this date were med evac and resupply missions

in support of 1/t, 2/7 and 1/26,
Two aiveraf¢ launched from the LPH-2 at 61550 and transferred one med

' evac from the ship to the U.S.5. Repose.

Twe aireraft on standby at Yong Ha were launched at ¢63¢H to drop four
passengers at coordinates XD 975565 and then to proceed to AU 96¢598 and

8 .
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pick-up 6 U,S, KIA and 3 U.,5, WIA, Tuo Deadlock gunshipg.preceged the air-
craft to the zone and reported a possible .5¢ caliber. position wjust north
of the zone, The:lead aircraft approached the zphe.and, engpyntared heavy
enemy automatic weapons and small arms fire fromﬁéxiﬁgide§e s+he gunships
made gun runs to the north and south of the zope,.but the enemy fire con-
tinued while the aircraft landed to pick-up & U5, KIA, The aircraft then

- 1ifted and began to immediately use suppregsing firg, and no hits were re-

- ceived. The number two aireraft then approdched the zoné while the gun-

' ships continued their gun runs near-the zone..- While sitting in the zone
to pick-up the remaining med evacs the aircraft sustained three (3) hits.
There were no injuries to the crew or passengers, but.later examination
showed one of the aireraft’s servos had been damaged by one of the enemy
rounds. The two aircrafi evacuated the med evacs t6oita Med and then
returned to the ship without further incident. o

Two aireraft were launched to 4D 96¢598 to pick-up & U.5, WIA, - The
med evacs were picked up without incident and returned to Jeita Med,  Two
additional aireraft departed Dong Ha at this time to Glimmer -Bravo's
position at coordinates YD 152718 where they picked up 2 U.S, WIA and &
U.5, KIA and evatuated them to the Delta Med. No enemy fire wad encountered.

Two aircraft departed Dong Ha at #812H with-a 5 man recon team. The
team was inserted at coordinates XD 942518 without imcident and the airo
~eraft returned to Dohg Ha. A¢ 123pH, the same-two aircraft departed Dong
Ha for an emergericy retraction of the same recon team. The aircraft en-

countered enemy small arms and .50 caliber fire im the vicinity of the
zone. <The léad aireraft sustained one hit redulting inm minor damage, and
there were no imjurles. o

Two aireraft with one Deadlock escort, inserted another 5 man-recon
team during the afternoon in the vicinity of coordinates YV ¢gb7, Ho
enemy fire was encountered,

Tuslve squadron aircraft flew in direct support of Operation Prairie
all through the afternoon, resupplying each of the battalions and returning
-~ their med evaes to Delta Hed, No further enemy fire was-reverted.

21_Sept.emhar? The majority of missions flown this date wers med evaocs in
. . support of 1/26, 1/%, 2/? and 2/b. Other missions flown by squadron aireraft.
ineluded aerial recom, resupply, SAR and logistic troop shuttles,

Two aircraft departed Uong Ha at #630H and provided SAR for Deadlock air.
craft while they inserted recon tsams at coordinates YD 14#723 and YD 928%97,
No enemy fire was encountered., '

E
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The remainder of the morning found squadron aircraft picking up med evacs
at Glimmer Charlie’s position and from Permission 1/4°s positions at coordi-
nates XD 96650¢; XD 985573 and XD 922498, Other squadron aircraft transe
ported med evacs from Delta Med to the LPH.2 and from the LPH-2 to the t}»ol;S,,So,?.h

E ji ,

Repose. -

Two aircraft departed the LSA at 1300H and proceeded to YD 275588 where
1 U,S, KIA was picked up and returned to Delta Med, The same aireraft then
began resupply missions to XD 975567 in support of 1f4. After making two
trips to the zone with carpo and passengers, the aircraft lifted med evacs
from XD 977562 to Delta Med for the remainder of the afternoon.

Four squadron aireraft flew resupply missions to the County Faip CP
(XD 987562), Glimmer CP (YD 141681), and Glimmer "B” (YD 145792} throughout
the afternoon. 9Six U, S, WIA were returned from the varicus zones to Delta
Mad in the course of the flishts. No enemy fire was encountered,

" Two aireraft launched at 1555H from Dong Ha and evacuated 2 U.S, med
evacs from YD 136717 to Delta Med, They then flew to YD $61548 to pick-up
obgervers for an aerial recon of the area in the vicinity of coordinates
YD 925595, WNo enemy fire was reporied. '

The remainder of the afternoon and evening was devoted primarily to
med evac missions. U.S5. med evacs were evacuated from Jelta Med to the
LPH.2  the U,5.5. Repose and to Hue. Others were evacuated from Glimmer
g?;fne (YD 136717) and from Glimmer Velta (YD 14¢722) and returned to the

=2 n ‘ Lo

Two night med evac aircraft on standby at Jong Ha launched at 233¢H teo
YD 986559 where they picked wp 3 U,S, WIA and evacuated them to Delta Med. ..
No enemy fire wms encowntered. e

22 Septenber: The majority of the missions flown this date were med év;c
missions. Other wmissiens flown were aerial recon, combat troop lifts, re-
supply, and logistic troop shuttles between the various company and battaliom...-

positions., '

Four aircraft began the day's missions when they departed Dong Ha for
coordinates YD 986559 and YV 13¢723, Five U.S, WIA and 1 U.S, KIA were
svacuated from these coordinates respeelively, and transported to Uelta Hed,
Two of the aireraft then launched to YD 152717, picked up & U,5, WIA, and
evacuated them to Delta Med. WNo enemy fire was encountered.

Two alreraft departed Dong Ha at #65pH to the Glimmer CP at coordinates
YD 342689, Glimmer Six was then carried on an aerial recon of the area immes

19
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‘diately west of the zone, The aireraft dropped Glimmer Six at his CP upon
completion of the recon and returned to Dong Ha without incidan@o rn

4 Two additional aircraft then launched from Dong Ha to the “Glammer CP
and 1lifted 46 passengers from 1/26 to Dong Ha, Thres: trlps,me?e raquired
. to complets the 1ift and no eneny fire was encountered° n
The remainder of the morning found . sqmadron aircraft flying routine med
ovae missions from Delta Med %o the LPH-2, blements of 1/26 st coordinates
YD 13¢722 and YD 155402, and "A" Battery, 1/139 at coar inates YD 168682
were resupplied during the morning. o SN o

P

Squadron aircraft began resupply misSions at WPPH for all wnits opera-
v tinp on Operation Prairie, During ilie course of missions flown, 1. U5, WIA
" wag evacuated from YD 933367 to Delia: M@d No enemy fire- incadents were
reporied, .

" Thres aireraft with Deadlock escort inserted a 1f man recon team into
coordlnates YD $23655 without incident. .

?wo aircraft departed Dong Ha at 178¢H for the Glimmer CP at coordinates
XD 132675. Glimmer Six was then transported to the Bravo Company position
at ¥D 116717, Olimmer Six was then returned to his CP and the aircraft re-

'turned to the LPH=2°

gzgégnggmhggs Most missions flown on this date wefe ?esupply nissions in
suppore of 1/26, 1/4, 2/7 and 3/%. Fourteen squadron aircraft £iéw, the re-
“supply missions and during the course of the m@rﬁing evacuated 5 U,5, WIa

o to Delta Med,

- Two aircraft departed Dbng Ha at ¢65¢H to make an aerial recon’ of the

o "M" and "L¥ Company positions of 3/4 at coordinates YU ¢5¢623 and YD ¢55625,

respsctively. After the aerial recon, the lead aircraft landed at YD $55625
and returned 1 U.S5, WIA to Delta Med without incldenta

Four aireraft proceeded from Jong Ha to YD 138#@& at ¢75SH and inserted
;12 man recon team of the 1lst Reconm Co. of 1/4. Mo énemy fire was encounteredn

Two aircraft took a 17 man civil affairs team from the LPH.2 to YD 226719
without incident. Two additional aircrafi departed Dong Ha at 1¢¢5H and
made an aerial recon of coordinates XD 9764, After returning to Deng Ha, they
launched again to YD #56608 where they picked up 5 passengers. and 2 captured
automatic weapons and returned to Dong Ha,

One aircraft departed the LPH.2 at 12335H for the;U S.5. Repose to pick<up
an emergency blood supply for the LPH.2, . After returning to the ship, the
aircraft lauvnched again with Hearsay Six ‘and staff to the CGlimmer CP. The

11 )
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aircraft then returned to the LPH.2 without. incidenta oy

. v -'."','- N

Two aircraft on standby at Dong Ha departed at 1315H‘foﬁ Coﬂﬂty Falr

Foxtrot's position at YD 985597 to plckaup ‘ah emergeney ped‘evaGO, Due to
-the many obstacles in and about the zone, . the lead ai 1f£ was foreced to
- wave-off the first approach and come in from a dlffeﬁe > direction. On the
: sgcond approach, the aircraft encountered enemy au%omatiq weapons and small
armg fire, but continued to the zone where it had’. to—remalq,in a hover be-
cause of the zone's terrain. During the. apprdE%h the corpsma% aboard the
;alreraft was slightly sounded from fragments flying through ﬁh? Aircraft as
a result of the enémy action, The airéraft Fémained in a hover under,fire

...while the med. evac was 1lifted ahoard-with thé-assistance of the wnpnded
«- corpsman, .All during this time, the alrcraft g crew chief and gunner were

rusing suppressing fire %o compensate the enemy flren Also, while in the
zone, explosions from either mortars or grenades cccurred sending fragments
.. into the aireraft. The alreraft 1ifted successfully out of the zone under
fire and returned the med evac to Delta Med. later inspections showed the
aircraft had eight bullet hbles and numerous punctures in the skin eaused
by the explosions. The corpsman was the only crew membe? wéunded in the

action.

4

A

Squadron aircraft continued resupply missions for all units*partlclpatlng
in Operation Prairie throughout the afternoon without any further 1ncidentso

- Two aircraft flying resupply missions picked up 5 U.5, WIA at £D 95356?
and returned them to Delta Med, Two additiemal aireraft flyzng resupply
missions picked up 6 U.,5, WIA from coordinates ID 033566 and XD 956564 and

evacuated them to Delta M@do

Liaison and resupply missions continued on into the evening in support
of operation Prairie. ,

All squadron aircraft were aboard the LPH-2 by 1930H and six éf them
were placed on a condition 111 standby to 1ift a reaction forece from the
_ship if it was needed ashore during the night.

2l Sentembers HMM-363 choppsd OpCon from CG, First MAW ¢o CTG 79.5 ad 12¢¢H
this date. o

Twelve squadron aircraft were utilized for the direct support of a11 unita
paPtic1pat1ng in Operation Prairis,

Two aircraft flying resupply missions to the 1st Bn., 4th Marines at
coordinates D 975567 encountered enemy mortar fire while sitting in the:!zone
on one occasion. There were no injuriss to the ecrew and the aircraft returned
to Dong Ha without further incident. later in the morning, two aircraft
evacuated 5 U.S, WIA from coordinates AD 975567 and 3 WIA from coordinates
XD 953567 and carried them to Uelta Med,

12 Enclosure ()
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. Four aircraft with one Deadlock escort retracted Glimmer "B" and Glimmer
D" back to the LPH.2, Six trlps were required to" completevthe.lift whlch
went without 1ncidentn . S e atam .

Y B L T A

Four aircraft proceeded from Dony Ha to 1D, 2144 and retracted a 15 man
recon team back to Dong Ha, Deadlock airerafi]provided escort for the 1ift
and there were no. incidents, . Three-of tha,aircrafﬁ aunched agaiﬂ at '43hsH
. and retracted a 1# man recon team.f{rom eaprdinatea'YD #61655, Two ‘of the

recon personnel were WIA prior to:the aireraft’s arrival’at the zons, and
while sitting in the zone enemy automatic weapons .fire . opened up on the
Sircrﬁito No hits were rece;ved apd the alfcraft returned the team to
ong . "ﬁ',,‘,_ PR R -

Two aireraft proceeded to YD 167682 from Yong Ha at 14P7H to retract
troops and cargo of A Battery to-Dong Ha. Eight trips were required to
complete the 1ift which went without incident. ... .., .

Two aircraft made six trips between LZ Bluebird and the U,S 3 Vancouver
earrying troops and cargo back .te the ship, - 2 .

Three alrcraft were diverted from resupply missions to ccordinates
1D 953572 at 1700H for emergency med evacs. The aircraft.arrived at the
zone to find it under attack from enemy fire. Fixed wing air.support was
ealled in to suppress the enemy fire and although still encounbering enemy
mortar and automatic weapons fire in the zone, the aircraft. returned 25 U5,
WIA to Delta Med in two trips., No hits were received.

Two addltional aircraft were diverted from resupply missions to £ 958572
to pick-up more emergency med evaes. - The zone was under enemy mortar. attack,
but the aireraft managed to pick-up 2 U.S. WIA and 1.U.S, KIA and eVacuate
them to Delta Med without receiving any hitso . .

Two aireraft removing med ovaes from XD 959568 encountered enemy fire
in the vicinity of XD 90¢500, but no hits were received..

Six aireraft remained on condition III standby throughout the night
aboard the IPH-2 to provide 1if¢ capabilities for a reaction force abeard
- 8hip in the event it was nesded ashore, ,

25 Se%gemhggx Twelve squadron aircraft began departing the LPH.2 to Li Blue-
bird (Glismer CP) to retract remaining troops and carge back to the LPH-2 and

"the WPD-2, One aireraft expsrienced a rough running engine during the 1ift
and had to shut down in the LZ. A test pilot and maintenance crew were flown
ashore to determine whether or not it could be flown back to the ship. On
the subsequent test flight, the engine quit completely and the aireraft auto-
rotated into the LZ without sustaining any damape. The aircraft was then made
ready to be 1lifted to the LPH-2 by a CH-46, Remaining {roops in the zone pro-
vided security for the aireraft and at 14f¢H, the retraction resumed when the
dormed aireraft was 1ifted out to the LPH-2. No enemy fire was encountered,
and the 1ift was completed without further incident. .

3 ,
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26 September: During the day, four squadron aircraft made administrative

passenger and cargo runs to the Third MAF Pad at Da Nang, Marble Mountain
and MCAF Ky Ha.

The remaining personnel aboard the LPH.2 spent the day in readying
squadron squipment for off-1oading.

22 Septenber: Four aircraft departed the LPH.2 at @#o15H for an admin-
istrative run to MCAF Ky Ha carrying personnel and equipment of the
squadron S=1-section.’

Eight aircraft were flown ashore to MCAF Ky Ha at 168¢ to make more
room for staging the squadron equipment for off-loading.

Sa or: Commencing at U70@H, most of the airecraft were flown ashore -
to MCAF Ky Ha, Bight aircraft remained aboard the LPH-2 and began shuttling - ¥
personnel and equipment. Continuwous 1ifts were made between the ship and :
the MAG.38 area until all equipment had been off-loaded.

14
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 363

Marine Aircraft Group 15 (Rein)

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
FPO, San Francisco, 96642

From: Commanding Officer

33WHG: fe
3480
26 September 1966

CAM_LO

THON BOC KINH
THON NGO XA DONG
BA LOKNG

QUANG TRI

To:  Commander, Special Landing Force
Subj: After Exercise Report, Operation Deckhouse IV and Operation Prairie;
submission of
Ref: (a) Annex U to CTG 79,5 Op Plan 328-67
(b) Maps: AMS Lygis 632 I, (12 5¢ og)
- AMS Lpgas 632 Ii, (125, 06)
AMS L7gil 6442 I (1:50,00¢)
AMS Loglk 6bk2 III,  (1:50.900)
AMS L7gik 6bb2 IV, (150, 096)
Encl: (1) Chronology of Significant Events
(2) Statistical
1. In accordance with reference (al, enciosures (v and (2) are submitted,
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: CHONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

15 _Septepher:

Operation Deckhouse IV began this date when one aircraft launched from the
LPH-2 at ¢#635H to providé SAR for the pending assault, troop lift.

. Sixteen squadron aircraft began launching from the LPH.2 at ¢65¢H with the
- first assault elements of Glimmer Bravo., These elements were lifted into the
initial strike zone at coordinates YD 173627, code named LZ Wren, When Glimmer
Bravo had been lifted ashore, Glimmer Delta was then 1ifted from the LPH.2 into
the second strike zone at coordinates YD 198695, code named L2 Sparrow. Upon
completion of these 1lifts, Glimmer Charlie was lifted from the U,5.5. Vancouver
into LZ Sparrow., Dsadlock aircraft of VMO=2 provided escort for the strikes
and no enemy fire was encountered. The sixteen squadron aircraft then con-
tinued to 1ift troops and external cargo into the two zones for the remsindexr

of the morning.

The lead aireraft of the 1ift and his wingman were diverted at 13¢¢H to
coordinates YD 17¢653 for an emergency recon retraction., On final approach
into the zone the lead aircraft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons
and small arms fire, The lead aircrafi sustained three hits before waving
off. One hit damaged the engine oil cooler which necessitated an emergency
landing at Dong Ha. During this action, the aircraft's crew chief was
slightly wounded., The aireraft remained down at Dong Ha for the remainder
of the day for battle damage.

Four additional aireraft then diverted to YD 17¢653 to retract the pinned
down recon team, All four aircraft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons
and small arms fire entering the gone and were forced to wave off., Muring this
time, the aircraft gunner of the number two aircraft was seriously wounded Ly
the enemy ground fire., This airecraft then diverted immediately to the ship
with its med evac. Approaching the LPH-2, control difficuities were experienced
by the aircrafi, and after a safe, but eventful landing, it was learned the air.
craft's servos had been extensively damaged by the enemy fire,

The other three aircraft in the flight flew to Dong Ha to assess their
battle damage which was determined to be minor at the time, although, closer
inspection abcoard the LPH.2 revealed that the number three aircraft had 2l
most had its tail rotor cable completely severed by the f:we°

Condole and Deadlock aircraft were them called into the retractlon area
for an air strike., Five additional squadron aircraft then went in under the
air cover and effected the retraction without further incident. One U.5. KIA
gpgubu WIA and twelve remaining troops of the recon unit wers returned to the

=2,

Twelve aircraft launched from the LPH-2 at 16%¢H to 1ift Glimmer Alfa
. and Battery Alfa from Landing Zone Dove (YD 362728) and Blue Beach (YD 310735)
into 1Z Eagle (YD 215665). Two aircraft were diverted during the 1ift to Blue
Beach. There they picked up 5 YC POW's and transported them to 1< Sparrow,

1 ,
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Upon completion of the troop 1ift, four aircraft continued to 1ift 15 ammo
from Blue Beach to LZ Eagle, Prior to completing this 1ift, two of the aire
craft were diverted to L& Sparrow where they picked wp 1 U.S, WIA and returned
him to the LPH-2,

\ Two aircraft launched at 194¢H to transport an emergency resupply of ammo
and water to LZ Sparrew., Three U,S, med evacs were then returned to the LPH.2
from LZ Sparrow without ineident.

16 September:

The majority of the flights this date were resupply and med evac missions
in support of BLT 1/26, Throughout the morning squadron aircraft lifted
supplies of water, rations and ammo from the LPH-2 and the U,5.S5. Vancouver
into L2 Eagle, L2 Sparrow, Glimmer Bravo at YD 165712, and Glimmer Delta a%
D 187742, Two aireraft, after dropping carge at LZ Sparrow, returned to
‘the ship and picked up CIG 76.5. The flight then proceeded to the U,S.S,
Oklahoma City where they picked up ComSeventhfleet and transported him to the
Glimmer CP at LZ Sparrow. On the return trip an aerial recom of LZ Eagle was
made, The two aireraft then returned ComSeventhfleet to the U.5.S, Oklahoma
City and then returned to the LPH.2,

Six U.S. med evacs were picked up during the morning from the various zones
and returned to the LPH.2. ' No enemy fire was encountered,

Water and rations resupply continued throughout the afternocen by squadron
aircraft in support of BLT 1/26. Two resupply aireraft were diverted to
Glimmer Alfa’s position at coordinates YD 184645 where they picked up one U.S,
WIA and returned him to the LPH.2, Four other aircraft on resupply missions
were diverted to YD 17¢73¢ (Objective 3)0 where they performed a routine ex-
traction of a twenty~two man U.S. Marine recon team and returned them to L4

_ Sparrow.,

Other sguadron aircraft resupplied elements of 1/26 at coordinates YU 173734
and YD 19869%, . Tuo of the aircraft msde three trips frem Jeng Ha to Lé Bagle
transporting external loads of mo-gas. The two aircraft then returned to the
ship and were launched again immediately on an emergency ammo resupply to
Glimmer Bravo, located at coordinates YD 161719, Both aireraft encountered
enemy small arms fire approaching the zone and while in the zone, however, ne
hits were received, The aircraft then picked up 9 U.S, WIA and 2 U,S, KIA
from the zone and returned them to the ship.

Sin aircraft launched from the LPH.2 at 185¢H and made night emergency
resupplies of ammo, rations and water to Jlimmer Delta at YD 170739, Glimmer
Bravo at YD 161719 and other elements of 1/26 at coordinates YD 19869% and
coordinates YD 173734, No enemy fire was encountered during the evening's
activities,

@ 12 September:

Two, condition three, med evac aircraft were dispatched to the U,S.5,
Vancouver on the night of the 16th to provide fast reaction time for med evacs

2 .
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while the U,5.S, Iwo Jima went out to ses for replenishment, At @545H,
17 September, they began the day's activities by launching from the LPD.2
to coordinates YD 173678 to pickeup 11 U,S. WIA and 1 U.S, KIA, The med
evacs were returned to the LPH=2 without incident.

Two additional aircraft launched from the LPH.2 to pick-up 21 U,S, WIA
and 1 U,S, KIA from Glimmer Alfa's position at coordinates YD 172648, Tuo
trips were required to complete the evacuation tc the LPH.2, and no enemy

fire was encountered,

Two aircraft, assigned as Battalion direct support for the morning,
launched from the LPH.2 to LZ Sparrow (YD 198694). From Sparrow they were
sent to Brave Company (YD 152717) with an ammo resupply. They then returned
to LZ Sparrow to pick-up 2 U,S, sick and evacuated them to the ship,

Four aircraft launched at @#65¢H to L2 Sparrow and 1ifted personnel and
equipsent of the B1MM mortar platoon to Objective S at coordinates YD 152718,
Two trips were required to complete the 1ift, and the aircraft then began
resupply missions of water, rations and externais from L2 Sparrow to LZ Yagle
and to Glimmer Alfa at coordinates YU 19565¢, Resupplies were then lifted
from the LPH-2 to Glimmer Alfa, and there were no incidents.

Two ajrcraft departed the LPH.2 to LZ Spurrow and picked up 2 12 man
recon team for an insertion at L& Dove (YD 28¢750)., No enemy fire was ene
countered during the flight.

. Five aircraft departed the LPH.2 at (#92¢H to transport a 6% man reaction
force from LZ Sparrow to YD 163679, The 1ift was completed in two trips
without incident.

Seven squadron aircraft flew resupply missions in support of 1/26 through.
out the morning from the LPH.2 and the LPD-2 to L4 Sparrow and 14 Eagle, Ho
eneny fire was encountered,

Two squadron aireraft returning from an admin run to Da Nang were diverted
to Delta Company at coordinates YD 15§733 to pick-up five med evacs. The air-
craft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons {'ire approaching the zone,
The enemy fire damaged the number two aircrafi's engine oil pump forcing if.
Lo make an emergency landing in the zone. Delta Company immediately provided
security for the downed aireraft and arrangements were made with the LPH=2 {o

{1y in necessary parts and a maintenance crew to repair the aircraft, The

maintenance crew was floun into the zone and temporary repairs were made by
the crew while the zone was under sporadic, enemy, small arms fire. Ynemy
mortars began bracketing the zone as the crew completed the temporary repairs.,
The bird then lifted from the zone without further damage and landed at L2
Eggle where it remained for the night.

Seven squadron aircrafi continued resupply missions in conjunction with

.other migsions throughout the afterncon in support of 1lst Bn., 26th Marines.

Two of the aircraft went to L& Sparrow where they picked up 2 med evacs

3
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and 5 YC prisoners. The med evacs were returned to the LPH.2 and the pris-
oners were then transported to Lai An,

Two resupply aircraft were launched from LZ Sparrow later in the afiernoon
to Glimmeyr Delta at coordinates YU 153734 on an emergency resupply mission.
‘ Both aircraft encountered enemy fire approaching the zone and the lead aire
craft sustained twe hits resulting in minor damsge. There were no injuries io
crews and suppressing fire was not used.

Three aircraft launched from the LPH.2 to YD 285763, extracted a 17 man
recon team and transported them to L& Sparrow without incident. The air.
craft then returned to the ship where they refueled and were joined by two
additional aireraft for an ammo resupply mission into coordinates YD 151733,
A11 of the aircraft encountered enemy small arms fire entering the zone, but
there were no hits or injuries and suppressing fire was not used., The same
five aircraft then launched from LZ Sparrow to coordinates YD 171683 and made
an emergency retraction of 72 troops. The troops were retracted back te Ld
Sparrow in two trips without incident.

Three of the above aircraft then launched to Dong Ha and 1lifted the SLF
Party to LZ Sparrow. They then returned te the ship with 1 U,S, WIA from L4

‘ Sparrow.

Tyo aircraft launched at 2¢45H to Da Mang with one U.5, WIA in critical
condition. The aircraft returned to the LPH.2 at 2245H without incident.

18 September: HMM.363 reperted as directed Ffor Opfon to the Firsi MAW at
1220F on this date, thus terminating Operation Deckhouse IV and entering
Operation Prairie, |

Four aircralft proceeded to the U.5.5, Vancouver at §64%H to 1ift an AmTrac
platoon to L2 Bagle., IEnroute to the IPD.2, fwo of the aireraft were diverted
to Glimmer Bravo at coordinates YD 152717, where they picked up 11 U,S; WIA
and returned them to the IPH-2. The remaining two aircraft completed the
troop 1ift in two trips., They then joined two additional resupply aircraft
and transported water, rations, fresh fruit to L4 Sparrow. WNo enemy fire
was encountereqd.

Tuo aireraft launched from the LPH.2 to Glimmer Velta's position at coordie
nates YD 152733, Seven U.5, WIA yere picked up and evacuated to the LPR.2
without inecident,

Two additional aircraft transvorted 8 U.S. KIA from the U,5.5, Two Jima
to the eity of Hue at 1158H,

. Two aircraft on resupply missions in support of 1726 were diverted to
Glimmer Delta at coordinates YD 152733 where they picked up 6 U,S, WIA and
.evacuated them to th. LPH-2, No enemy fire was encountered.

Two additional aircraft on resupply missions in support of 1/26 encountered
eneny small arms fire departing the zone zt ccordinates YD 132668, No hits
vere received and suppressing fire was not used. '

I .
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Squadron aircraft flew resupply missions consisting of amno, vater and
rations throughout the afternoon and into the eve Dlﬂg in support of 1/ [26.,
¥o additional enemy fire incidents were reported,

Two aireraft launched at 2210H on an emergency blood transfer, Blood
ponated from personnel of the U.S,5, St, Paul was picked uvp and transported
.) the U,5,5, Repose. Medical supplies needed aboard the LPH.2 were then
picked up and returned to the ship.

19_Seplember:

Twelve aireraft launched from the LPH.2 at 643¢H for Dong Ha where they
were on standby for the remainder of the day as direct support for Cperation
Prairie.

Most missions flown during the day were resupply missions in support of
1/26, 1/4 and 2/7.

Four aircraft retracted 38 troops from L4 Sparrow to Yong Ha in two trips.
Mo enemy fire was encountered.

Two requpply ajreraft were diverted to coordinates YO 962598 where they

ckad up 2 U.S. WIA and returned them to Delts Med., Two additional resupply
arrceraft worked steadily throughout the morning and early afterncen transJ
vorting resupplies to the 2/7 CP at YD 962605 and to the 1/4 CP ap ¥D 975567,
Ho enemy fire was encountered,

Seven aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha t¢ Glimmer Alfa's position at 1335H
ond transported troops and externals to a new position at cocrdinates YO 142683,
“he 1ift was completed by 1720H without ineident.

. Iyg aircrafi on resupply missions were diverted to the 1st Bn., %th Marines
at ¥D 142688 where 1 U.S, WIA was picked up and evacuated to Uong Ha without
ncident.,

Two night med evac standby aircraft on standby at Vong Ha were launched at
16301 1o coordinates YD 136769 to pick-up one eritical U.S, WIA, One Jeadlock
gunship accompanied the launch and upon arrival at the pick-up coordinates
they found the friendly unii engaged in a heavy f{ire fight with the enemy:

The aircraft then orbited the zone until it was secured by ground forces,

pioked up the WIA | and evacuated him to Uelts Med., The same two aircr raft then
rroceceded to coordinates D 1+¢724 vhere they picked up 12 U.S. WIA and returned
them to Delta Med, ’ '

Two additional standby aircraft were launched, along with a Deadlock escort,
29°3H from Dong Ha to coordinates XU 978564 to pick-up 6 U.S. WIA, This
no was also under heavy enemy [ire and the aircraft zgain set up an orbit.
e sround forces reported one of the WIA to be in very critical condition.
2 lead aireraft then proceeded into the zone to pick-up the med evac and
eceived no hits in the proczss. The aireraft ithen proceeded for eltz Med

.’“ :
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while the number two aircraft continued orbiting with the Deadioeclk gunship,
Wnen fuel became more of a problem to the aireraft than ememy fire, the air.
craft landed and picked up the remaining med evacs without incident. The
ned evacs were then returned to Uelta Med,

29 Seotember:

Most £lichts on this date were med evac and resupply missions in support
of 1/%, 27 and 1/26,

Two aircraft launched from the LPH-2 at #155H and transferred one med
evac from the ship to the U.S5,5, Repose,

Two aircraft on standby at Dong Ha were launched at #630H to drop four
passengers at coordinates XD 975565 and then to proceed to X0 96(598 and
pick-up 6 U, S, KIA and 3 U,S. WIA, Twc Deadlock gunships preceded the air-
craft to the zone and reported a possible .50 caliber position just north
of the zone. The lead aircraft approached the zone and encountered heavy
enciny automatic weapons and small arms fire from all sides. The gunships
made gun runs to the north and seuth of the zone, but the enemy fire con-
tinued while the aircraft landed to pick-up 4 U.S, KIA, The aircraft then
1ifted and began to immediately use suppressing fire, and no hits were re-
ceived. The number two aircraft then approached the zone while the gun-
ships continued their gun runs near the zone. While sitting in the zone
%o pick-up the remaining med evacs the aireraft sustained three (3) hits.
There were no injuries to the crew or pagsengers, but later examination
showed one of the aircraft's serves had been damaged by one of the enemy
rounds. The two aircraft evacuated the med evacs to Uelta Med and then
returned to the ship without further incident.

Two aircraft were launched to XU 96¢598 te pick-up & U,S. WIi, The
med evacs were picked up without incident and returned to Delta Med. Twe
2dditional aircraft departed Dong Ha at this time to Glimmer Brave's
rosition at coordinates YD 152718 where they picked uwp 2 U.S, #IA and &
" 4.8, KIA and evacuated them to the Delta Med. Mo enemy fire was encounterad.

‘Two aircraft departed Dong Ha ai #R12H wikh a 5 man recon team. The
teoam was inseried at coordinates XU 9425318 without incident and the alr.
craft returned to Dong Ha, At 1238H, the same two aircraft departed Yong
Ha for an emergency retraction of the-same recon team. The aircraft en-
countered enemy small arms and .50 caliber fire in the vicinity of the
zone, The lead aircraft sustained one hit resulting in winor damage, and
there were no injuries,

Two aircraft with one UVeadlock escort, inserted another 5 man recon
team durine the afternocon in the vicinity of coordinates YU ggn7, Mo
enemy: fire was encountered,

Twelve squadron aireraft flew in direct support of operation Prairie
211 through the afterhoon, resupplying each of the battalions and returning
their med evacs to Delta Med, No further enemy fire was reporied.

6
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20._Senfauber;
The majority of missions flown this date were med evacs in support of 1/28,

1/4, 2/? and 2/, Other missions flown by squadron aircraft included serial
recon, resupply, S8R and logistic troop shuttles.

‘ Two aircraft departed Dong Ha at ¢63¢H and provided SAR for Deadlock aire
craft while they inserted recon teams at coordinates YD 14¢723 and YD 924497,
No enemy fire was encountered.

The remainder of the morning found squadron aircraft picking up med evacs
at Glimmer Charlie's position and from Permission 1/4's positions at eoordie
nates XD 966500, XD 985573 and XD 922498, Other squadron aircraft transe
ported med evacs from Delta med to the LPH.2 and from the LPH.2 to the U.S.S,

Reposa.

Tyo aircraft deparied the LSA at 130¢H and proceeded to Y 275509 where
1 U3, KIA vas picked up and returned to Delta Med. The same aircraft- them
began resupply wissions to iD 973567 in support of 1. After making two
trips to the zone with earro and passenpers, the aireraft lifted med svacs
from D 987562 to Dolta Med for the remainder of the afternoon., '
’ Four sguadr«m aircraft flew resupply missions to the County Fair CP
(4D 987562), Climmer CP (YD 144681), and Glimmer "B" (YD 1457¢2) throughout
the afternoon. 9Six U.S, WIA were returned from the various zomes to Yelta '
Med in the course of the flirhts. WNo enemy fire was encountered.

. Tvo aircraft lavached at 1555H from Vong Ha and evacuated 2 U.S, med
evacs frem ID 136717 to Delta Med., They then flew to YD 61548 to pick-up
observers for an aerial recon of the area in the vicinity of coordinates
D (25595, Mo enemy fire was reported.

‘ The remaindeér of the afternocon and evening was devoted primarily to
med evac missions. U.S, med evacs were evacuated from Delta Med to the
LPHo2, the U,5,5, Repose and to Hue, Others were svacuvated from Glimmer
Charlie (XD, 136717). and from Glimmer Delta (YD 14¢722). and returned to the .,

ER iy ) -

LPHo2womy Five was e nountsee 1.

" Two night med evac aircraft on standby at Uong Ha launehed at 2330H to
ID 986559 where they. picked up 3 U.S, WIA and evacuated them to Yelta Med.

No enemy fire was encountered,
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22_September.:

The majority of the missions flown this date were med evac missions.
Other missions flown were aerial recon, combat troop 1ifts, resupply, and
logistic troop shuibles between the various company and hattalion positions.

Four airecraf?{ began the day's missions when they departed Dong Ha for
coordipates YD 986559 and YD 13723, Five U,S, WIA and 1 U,S, KIA were
evacuated from these coordinates respectively, and transported to Delta Msd.
Two of the aircraft then launched to YD 152717, picked up & U,S, WIA and
evacuated them to Delta Med, No enemy fire was encountered.

Two aircraft departed Dong Ha at 065¢H to the Glimmer CP at coordinates
YD 142689, CGlimmer Siz was then carried on an aerial recon of the area imme-
diately west of the zone. The aircraft dropped Climmer Six at his CP upon
completion of the recon and returned to Uong Ha without incident.,

Two additional aireraft then launched from Dong Ha to the Glimmer CP
and 1ifted 46 passengers from 1/26 to Dong Ha. Three trips were required
to complete the 1ift and no enemy fire was encountered.

The remainder of ¢he wmorning found squadron aireraft flying routine med
‘Wac missions from Delta Med to the LPH.2, Elements of 1/26 at coordinates
YD 130722 and YD 155882, "A" Battery, and elements of 1/13 at coordinates

YD 168682 were resupplied during the morning.

Squadron aircraft began resupply missions at 14#¢H for all units opera~
ting on Opsration Prairie. During the course of missions flown, 1 U.S, WIA
was evacuated from YD 953567 to Delta Med, No enemy fire incidents were
reported., :

Three aircraft with Deadlock escort inserted a 10 man recon team into
coordinates YD (23655 without ineident.

Two aircraft departed Dong Ha at 174¢H for the Glimmer CP at coordinates
YD 132675, Glimmer Six was then transported to the Brave Company positiom
at YD 116717. CGlimmer Six wns then returned to his CP and the aircraff re-
turned to the LPH.2, .

23 September:

Most missions flovm on this date were resupply missions in support of
1/26, 1/4, 2/7 and 3/b. Fourteen squadron aireraft flew the resupply missions
and during the course of the morning evacuated 35 U,S, WIA to Delta Med,

8 N
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Two aireraft departed Dong Ha at #650H to make an aerial recon of the
"M" and "L“ Company positions of 3/k at coordinates YD $5¢623 and YD ¢55625,

respectively., Afler the aerial recon, the lead aircraft landed at YD ¢#5562%
and retwned 1 U,S, WIA to Delta Med without incident. ‘

.a Four aircrafi proceeded from Dong Ha to YD 138444 at (¢755H and inserted
12 man recon team of the 1st Recon Co. of 1/4, No enemy fire was encoun-

tered,

Two aireraft took a 17 man civil affairs team from the LPH-2 to YD 226719
without inecident., Two additional aircraft departed Dong Ha at 10¢sH and
made an aerial recon of coordimates XD 9764, After returning to Uong Ha, they
launched again to YD $56608 where they picked up 5 passengers and 2 captured
automatic weapons and returned to Dong Ha,

One aircraft departed the IPH.2 at 1235H for the U.5.3, Repose to pick-up
an emergency blood supply for the LPH-2, After returning to the ship the
aireraft launched apain with Hearsay Six and staff to the Glimmer CP, The
aireraft then returned to the LPH-2 without incident.

Two aircraft on standby at Dong Ha departed at 13158 for County Fair
Foxtrot's position at ¥D 985597 to pick-up an emergency med evac. Lue %o
he many obstacles in and about the zone, the lead aircraft was forced to
wave-off the first approach and come in from a different direction. On the
second approach, the aircraft encountered enemy automatic weapons and small
arms fire, but continued to ihe zone where it had to remain in a hover be-
cause of the zene's terrain. During the approach, the corpsman aboard the
alreraft was slightly wounded from fragments flying through the aircraft asg
a result of the enemy action. The aircraft remained in a hover under fire
while the med evac was lifted aboard with the assistance of the wounded
corpsman, A11 during this time the aircraft’s crew chief and gunner were
.sing suppressing fire to compensate the enemy fire. Also, while in the zone
explosions from either mortars or grenades occurred sending fragments into
the aireraft. The airerafi lifted successfully out of the zone under fire
and returned the wmed evac to Delta Med, . Later inspections showed the alr-
craft had eight bullet holes and numerous punctures in the skin caused by
the explosions. The corpsman was the only crew member wounded in the action,

Squadron aircraft continued resupply missions for all units participating
in Operation Prairie throughout the afterncon without any further incidents.

Two aireraft flying resupply missions picked up 5 U.S, WIA ot XD 953567
and returned them to Delta Med. Two additional aireraft flying resupply
nissions picked up 6 U.S, WIA from coordinates XJ 953%66 and XD 95656% and

evacuated them to Delia Med,

Ligison and resupply missions comtinued on into the evening in support
." Operation Prairie,
9
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A1l squadron aireraft were aboard the LPH-2 by 193¢H and six of them
were placed on a condition IIT standby to 1ift a reaction force from the
ship if it was needed ashore during the night.

24 September:

FMM.363 chopped OpCan from CG, First MAW to CTG 79,5 at 120¢H this date.

Twelve squadron aireraft were utiliszed for the direct support of all units
participating in Operation Prairie.

Two aireraft flying resupply missicas to the 1lst Ba., 4th Marines at
coordinates XD 975567 encountered enemy mortar fire while sitting in the zone
on one occasion. There were no injuries to the crew and the aircraft returned
to Dong Ha without further incident. ILcter in the morning two aireraft evacu-
ated 5 U5, WIA from coordinates XD 975467 and 3 WIA from coordinates KD 975567
and 3 WIA from coordinates XD 953867 anc carried them to Delta Med.

Four aircraft with one PDeadlock esecrt retracted Glimmer B and Glimmer D

 back to the LPH-2, Six trips were required to complete the 1ift which went

without incident.

Q Four aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha to ¥D 2144 and retracted a 15 man

+ o
.'I : 14

Yecon team back to Dong Ha., Deadlock aireraft provided escort for the 1ift
and there were no incidents, Three of the aircraft lawnched again at 13458
and retracted a 1¢ msn recon team from coordinates Yo $61655. Two of the
recon team personnel were WIA prior to the aircraft’s arrival at the zone,

and while sitting in the zone enemy automsiic weapons Cire opened up on the
aircraft. No hits were received and the aircraft returned the team to dJdong Ha.

Two aircraft proceeded to YD 167682 from Dong Ha at 1W@7PH to retract troops
nd cargo of "A" Battery to Uong Ha. #ight trips were reguired to complete
he 1ift which went without incident.

Two aircraft wmade six trips betwesen LZ Bluebird and the U.5.5. Vancouver
carrying troops and cargo back teo the ship. :

Three aireraft were diverted from resupply missions to coordinates XD 953572
at 179¢H for emergency med evacs. The aircraft arrived at the zone to find it
under attack from enemy fire, Fixed wing air support was called in to suppress
the enemy fire and although still encountering enemy mortar and automatic
weapons fire in the zone, the aireraft returned 25 U,S, WIA to Velia Med in two
trips. HNo hits were received,

Two additional aircra’t were diverted from resupply missions to XD 958572
to pick-up more emergency med evacs. JThe zone was under enemy mortar attack,
but ‘the aircraft wmenaged %o pickeup 2 U,S5, WIA and 1 U.S, BIA and evacuate them

Delta Med withowt receiving any hits.
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Two aircraft removing med evacs from XD 959568 encountered enemy fire in
the vicinity of XD 988566, but no hits were received,

0

Six aircraft remained on condition III standby throughout the night aboard
the IPH-2 to provide 1ift capabilities for a reactiom force aboard ship im the
event it was needed ashore,

5_September

Twelve squadron aircraft began departing the LPH-2 to LZ Bluebird (Glimmer
CP) to retract remaining troops and cargo back to the LPH.2 and the LPD.2,
One aircraft experienced a rough running engine during the 1ift and had to
shut down in the LZ, A test pilot and maintenance crew were flown ashore
to determine whether or not it could be flown back to the ship, On the subse-
quent test Iflisht the engine quit completely and the aircraft auto-rotated
into the L& without sustaining any damage. The aireraft was then made ready
to be lifted to the LPH.2Z by a CH-46 and o CH.37, Remaining troops in the
zone provided security for the aircraft and at 14#pH, the retraction resumed
when the downed aircraft was 1lifted out to the LPH.2, No enemy fire was en-
countered, and the 1ift was completed without further ineident.,

11 -
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i - o STATISTICAL SUMMARY

OPERATION DECXHOUSE TV

DATE ﬁﬂﬁé PAX  CARGO TOKS MED EVACS  FLT HOURS
@ 554 1292 36,6 19 151.5
16 SEP 283 184 32.2 2 734
17 SEP 364 4g6 3.4 51 83.7
TOTAL: 1197 1862 1922 ol 3¢8.6

OPERATION PRAIRIE

18 SEP 299 279 3.1 62 85.5
19 SEP 443 548 59,6 53 109.8
2¢ SEP 239 25¢ 15.8 - 59 79.1
.21 SEP 242 30k | 17.2 . 87 74
22 SEP 276 o 32 22,2 53 86.4
27y SEP 304 375 1.2 75 98.5
24 SEP 962 55k 97,9 146 112.9
25 SEP 264 625 22.9 26 83k
.TOTALs 2459 3247 23%.9 5p¢ 738 .0
COMBINED .
TOTALS 3656 5129 338.1 50% 1438.6
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