
 

.~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 363 

Marine Aircraft Group 36 
1st Marine Aircraft ''ling, Fl-lFPac 

FPO, San Francisco. 966¢2 
3: RAM : erh 
575¢ 
¢JA¢1867 
17 Jan 1967 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 36 (Attn: S-3) 

Subj: Command Chronology Report for Period 1-18 January 1967; 
submission of 

Ref: (a) lstMAlvO 575¢.lB 
(b) GruO 575¢.lA 

Encl: v/c1) Command Chronology tteport 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

HMM - 363 ~ of 3 

S&C # 012-67-c-3 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

DOD DJR 52¢¢ .1¢ 

670{tO 
-. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
PART I _ ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

a. Squadron Commander and Staff, with inclusive dates of duration in 
assignedbi~l~ts: 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
Operations Officer 
Administrative Officer 
Logistics Officer 
Maintenance Officer 
Safety Officer 
Intelligence Officer 

1-18 Jan 67 
1-18 Jan 67 
1-18 Jan 67 
1-18 Jan 67 
1-18 Jan 67 
1-18 Jan 67 
1-18 Jan 67 
1-18 Jan 67 

b. Task Organization and unit location: 

HMM-363, MAG-36 , lstMAW, FMFPac 

MCAF Ky Ha, RVN 
c. Average monthly strength of squadron: 

LtCol. K.E. HUNTINGTON 
Major M. E. DAY 
Major R. P. ECKMANN 
Capt. G. E. THillY 
Major F. OWLETT 
Major E. J. MURPHY 
Capt. R. M. NEBEL 
2ndLt. R. W. BOLTON 

1-18 Jan 67 

1-18 Jan 67 

Officers: 51 USMC 1 NAVY Enlisted : 19~ 

d. Important visitors to the squadron: 

Major General L. B. ROBERTSHAW visited the squadron on 7 January to 
award.the Purple Heart Medal to four squadron personnel. 

e. Statistics summation for period: 

HMM-363 flew 799.2 hours and 2,951 sorties were flown this month in 
support of III MAF units, Republic of Korea Marines, ARVN forces and other 
I Corps units. A total of 192.'5 tons of cargo and 2, '514 troops including 311 
battle evacuations were carried. Fifty-three (53) fire incidents were reported 
and fifteen (15) aircraft were hit. 
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PART II - NARRATIVE SUM!1ARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

1 January 1 q67 

This months flight operations commenced with the launching of two 
Millpoint aircraft to Chu Lai Airfield to assume SAR duty. 

Two aircraft flew three med-evac missions, evacuating four patients 
to Quang Ngai Hospital. While enroute to Due Pho during one mission, YZ-84 
received sniper fire from the vicinity of BS 785435. No hits were reported 
and no fire returned. 

Two aircraft fle'l three missions in support of Operation Sierra. 7625 
lbs of combat cargo and 19 troops were lifted. 

Millpoint aircraft flew five routine admin. and passenger shuttles this 
date. }~st missions were aborted due to marginal weather. 

2 January 1967 

Two aircraft flew three missions in snpport of the ROKMC this date. 
645¢ lbs. of combat cargo and 11 troops were lifted. 

46¢¢ lbs. of cargo and 3 troops were lifted in support of Operation 
Sierra. 

Two Millpoint aircraft flew six med-evac missions. Thirty patients 
were evacuated to Quang Ngai Hospital and ist Med. Bn.. Enroute to Quang 
Ngai Hospital with two wo~nded ARVN aboard, YZ-69 and YZ-62 received enemy 
small arms fire from the vicinity of BS 73~5¢¢. Both aircraft were hit. 
YZ-69 took a round in the forward fuel cell. YZ-62 received a round through 
the co-pilots window (this round was stopped by the co-pilots armor plating). 
Shrapnel struck the co-pilot on the back of the neck. No other injuries were 
reported, and no fire was returned by the crews. 

\ 

Millpoint aircraft flew five routine admin. and passenger shuttles this 
date. Marginal weather caused the cancellation of most missions. 

3 January 1967 

Three aircraft flew seven med-evac missions, evacuating twenty-eight 
patients to Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st Med. Bn. at Ky Ha. 

Two aircraft flew seven missions in support of the ROKJI1C, carrying 
12,6¢¢ lbs. of combat cargo and 66 troops. 

Two aircraftlifted 74¢¢ lbs. of cargo and 23 troops in support of 
Operation Sierra. 

Flight operations for the remainder of this day consisted of six routine 
admin. and passenger shuttles between Chu Lai and Quang Ngai. 

;2 Enclosure (1) 
...•. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
4 January 1967 

Two aircraft flew seven missions in support of the ROID{C; 3550 lbs. of 
cargo and 37 troops were lifted. During one mission fire was received from 
the vicinity of BS 57577¢. No hits were reported and 1¢¢ rounds of 7.62 were 
returned into the enemy position. 

Two aircraft received enemy sniper fire from BS 62¢43¢ and BS 610525 
while on a routine passenger hop enroute to BATO (BS 565335). No hits were 
received. J0 rounds of 7.62 were returned into the sniper positions. 

74¢¢ lbs. of combat cargo and 27 troops were lifted by two aircraft in 
support of Operation Sierra. 

T1-10 aircraft flew five med-evac missions, evacuating seven patients to 
Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st Hed. Bn.. During one mission YZ-78 received 
heavy enemy sniper fire while on approach and during take-off from a zone 
located at BS '567833. A Klondike escort gunship expended rockets and 7.62 
fire into the sniper position. YZ-78 sustained two hits, one in the tail 
pylon, and one round hit a tire causing it to b~ow out. No injuries were 
received and the gunners returned 2¢¢ rounds of 7.62 into the sniper's pos­
tion. 

Two aircraft launched on a night rned-evac mission and flew to BS 713548. 
Upon arrival over the zone the :pilots were informed by personnel on the . 
ground that the patient had mirior wounds. vleather was marginal and the air­
craft returned to Ky Ha to await daylight and improved weather conditions. 
Enroute to Ky Ha YZ-77 received enemy .50 caliber fire from the vicinity of 
BS 545835. No hits were sustained, and no fire returned. 

Flight operations for the ~emainder of the day consisted of routine admin. 
and passenger shuttles between'Chu tai, Da Nang, and Quang Ngai. 

5 JanuarY 1967 

One Millpoint aircraft flew three med-evac missions, evacuating four 
patients to Quang Ngai Hospital. 

All other flight operation~ were cancelled due to marginal weather. 

6 January 1967 

Four aircraft flew thirteen med-evac missions, evacuating thirty-six 
patients to Quang Ngai Hospital. and 1st Med. Bn.. During five of these 
missions enemy small arms fireiwas received while med-evac aircraft were in 
the pickup zones. No hits wer~ reported, and no fire was returned due to the 
close proximity of friendly troops in the zones. 

Four aircraft flew twenty-two missions in support of the ROKMC. 49,6S¢ 
lbs. of combat cargo and 163 t~oops were lifted. 
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Two aircraft flew seven missions in support of Operation Sierra. 22,88¢ 

lbs. of combat cargo and 36 troops were lifted. 

Millpoint aircraft flew eight routine admin. and passenger shuttles 
between Chu Lai and Quang Ngai. 

7 January 1967 

Two aircraft flew nine med-evac missions, evacuating fifteen patients to 
Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st ~~d. Bn .• During one mission at BS 528263. YZ-71 
sustained six hits while sitting in the landing zone. A Klondike escort gun­
ship expended rockets and 7.62 fire into the enemy positions. Upon take-off 
the crew members of YZ-71 returned 8¢¢ rounds of 7.62 fire at the enemy posi­
tions. The gunner aboard YZ-71 received a minor shrapnel wound on his right 
hand. The pilot was able to fly the aircraft safely to 1st Med. Bn. at Ky Ha. 

Two aircraft flew five missions in support of Operation Sierra. 9.375 lbs. 
of combat cargo and 75 troops were lifted. 

Two aircraft lifted 34 troops in support of the ROKHC. 

Hillpoint launched hTO aircraft on a routine passenger hop in support of 
the .'5th Marine Regiment. While returning to Ky Ha from a landing zone at 
BT 312146, both aircraft received enemy fire from BT 323177. Both aircraft 
sustained hits. No injuries were reported and fifty rounds of 7.62 were 
returned. 

Flight operations for the remainder of the day consisted of routine admin 
and cargo shuttles between Tam Ky, Chu Lai, and Quang Ngai. 

8 January 1967 

Millpoint aircraft flew fourteen med-evac missions this date, evacuating 
21 patients to Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st V~d. Bn •• Enemy fire was received 
during two missions with no hits reported. or fire returned. 

Two aircraft flew seven missions in support of the ROKMC. 3¢,¢¢¢ Ibs. 
of combat cargo and 49 troops were lifted. 

6,700 Ibs. of cargo and 44 troops were lifted by two Millpoint aircraft 
in support of Operation Sierra. 

Nine routine admin. and passenger shuttles were flown by Millpoint air­
craft during flight operations. 

9 J aDuary 1967 

Millpoint aircraft fle10J thirteen med-evac missions this date. 
patients were evacuated to Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st Med. Bn •• 

Twenty 
Fire was 
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received during three of these missions. No hits were sustained by any air­
craft. 

Hillpoint's SAR aircraft were launched from Chu Lai Airfield and flown to 
BS 827340, and aircraft crash site. Seven men were killed when their C-47 
flare ship crashed. The cause of the crash has not been determined as of this 
date. The crew members of the SAR aircraft recovered the remains of the seven 
men, and three mini guns, and returned to Ky Ha. Enemy small arms fire was 
received during approach and retirement from the crash site. No hits were 
reported. Later in the day these aircraft were launched once again to search 
for a downed observation plane. At BS 7780 an orange dye marker, and oil 
slick was sighted, but no survivors could be found. Enemy fire was received 
in the vicinity of the crash site, No hits were reported, or fire returned. 

I 

Two aircraftflew seven missions in support of Operation Sierra, carrying 
36,28¢ lbs, of combat cargo and 36 troops. Enemy fire was received during 
three of these missions. No hits were sustained, or fire returned. 

Two aircraft flew five missions carrying 3.375 lbs. of cargo and 17 troops 
in support of the ROKMC. 

While flying a routine passenger shuttle from LZ Dove to BS 777526, two 
Millpoint aircraft were unable ,to land due to enemy fire in this zone. One 
aircraft received a round through a rotor blade and returned to Ky Ha. 

10 January 1967 

Millpoint aircraft flew seven med-evac missions this date. evacuating 38 
patients to Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st Hed. Bn.. During one mission at 
BS 744571, YZ-84 received a round through a main spar of one rotor blade. The 
crew of YZ-77, which .ms flying wing, fired 475 rounds of suppressing fire 
from 150¢' while orbiting the pickup zone. 

Enemy fire was received during two other missions. No hits or injuries 
were reported. 

Two aircraft operating out of Quang Ngai Airfield in support of Operation 
Sierra, flew 4,¢¢¢ Ibs. of combat cargo to Mo Due. While enroute, YZ-64 
sustained a hit in the forward fuel cell. 

All missions were cancelled for the remainder of the day due to marginal 
weather, 

11 January 1967 

Millpoint aircraft flew nine med-evac missions, evacuating sixteen 
patients to Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st Med. Bn •• 

Two aircraft operating out. of Quang Ngai Airfield in support of Operation 
Sierra lifted 1¢,4¢¢ lbs. of cpmbat cargo and 25 troops to various rifle 
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companies in the field. 

Two Hillpoint aircraft launched from Ky Ha. and were proceeding to 
Quang Ngai Airfield to stand night med-evac. YZ-74 had to make a passenger 
pickup at the Admin Pad before continuing on to Quang Ngai. The section 
leader radioed his wingman in YZ-76 to orbit over the beach at Chu tai to 
wait for IZ-74. While' the lead aircraft was on the Admin Pad a radio trans­
mission was received from.YZ-76 stating that the aircraft was down and that 
the pilot was returning to Ky Ha to get another aircraft. The section leader 
rogeredthis transmission. A period of thirty seconds elapsed when the pilot 
of YZ-76 radioed that he had lost his engine and was ditching in the water off 
Chu LaL The pilot of YZ-74 lifted out of the Admin Pad and arrived over the 
downed aircraft. YZ-76.hit the water at the surf line and due to heavy seas 
and surf the aircraft was breaking up very fast. There were no survivors to 
be . .found 01) the. surface. Millpoint 8M aircraft arrived over the scene min­
utes later and assumed command of rescue operations. 12-76 went down with a 
crew of four t and six 1-l'arine troops aboard •. 

Marginal weather caused the cancellation of all flights during the remain­
der of this day. 

12 January1967. 

Millpoint aircraft flew twelve med-evac missionst.evacuating thirty-six 
patients to Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st Med. Bn.. There were two fire inci­
dents reported. ~fuile on approach to a zone at BT 3¢1146, YZ-73 received three 
hits from enemy small arms. No ~nJ~ries were reported and'8¢ rounds of 7.62 
were returned. During an approach to landing at BT 314146, YZ-73 received a 
round through the forward fuel cell. No injuries were reported, and no fire 
was returned. 

Two aircraft lifted 9,4¢¢ lbs. of combat cargo and 33 troops in support 
of Operation Sierra. 

Two aircraft lifted .39 troops during support operattons for the ROKMC. 

Most flights were cancelled due to marginal weather. 

13 January 1967 

Millpoint aircraft flew eighteen med-evac missions, evacuating 32 patients 
to Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st }~d. Bn.. During approach to landing at . 
BT 52¢1¢¢, YZ-?2 received one enemy round. There were no injuries reported, 
and S¢ rounds of 7.62 were returned. 

Four aircraft flew nine missions in support of Operation Sierra. 27,6S¢ 
lbs. of combat cargo aryd 124 troops were lifted, 

Most routine admin. missions were cancelled during the day due to marginal 
weather. 
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14 JanuarY 1967 

Hillpoint aircraft lifted 14,¢35 lbs. of combat cargo and 79 troops in support 
of Operation Sierra. 

Two aircraft lifted 66 troops while supporting the ROKMC. 

Millpoint aircraft flew nine m~d-evac missions, evacuating twelve patients 
to Quang Ngai Hospital and 1st Med: Bn.. While enroute to Ky Ha from one mis­
ion, YZ-66 received enemy small arms fire from the vicinity of BS 567¢19. One 
round entered the aircraft forward of the cabin door. Thecrew chief was struck 
on the left arm by shrapnel, the corpsman was hit on the left knee, and the co­
pilot was struck by shrapnel in the left ankle. 5¢ rounds of 7.62 were return­
ed into the ememy position. 

~~rginal weather forced the cancellation of most flights this date. 

15 January 1967 

Millpoint aircraft operating out of Quang Ngai Airfield lifted 16¢¢ lbs. 
of cargo and nine troops in support of Operation Sierra. 

One med-evac mission was flown, and two routine admin. hops were completed. 
All other flight operations were cancelled due to marginal weather. 

16 January 1967 

Millpoint aircraft flew fourteen med-evacs to Quang Ngai Hospital and 
1st Hed. Bn •• 

Four aircraft,flew eight missions in support of Operation Sierra. 27,74¢ lbs. 
of combat cargo and 9¢ troops were lifted. Enemy fire was received during three 
of these missions. No hits or injuries were reported. 

Two aircraft flev1 aerial recon of the following areas: BS 564975 t BS 434852, 
and Grid Squares BT 1513 - 1613. 

Flight operations for the remainder of the day consisted of routine cargo, 
and passen~er shuttles. 

17 January 1967 

Flight operations during this date were of a limited nature. Routine admin. 
and passenger shuttles were flown from Da Nang, Tam Ky, Chu Lai, and Quang Ngai. 
No fire incidents were reported during any mission. 

Marginal Heather caused the cancellation of most missions. 

1S January 1967 

Group Operations placed rfrm-J63 on a stand-down condition this date. All 
aircraft and Squadron personnel were prepared for deployment aboafci'tM USSlwo Jima 
(LPH_Z). 
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PART tn· _MISCELLANEOUS 

a. Casualties 

Circumtances surrounding the below listed personnel's injuries are 
described in the narrative portion of this report: 

CORDOVA, A. Cpl 163742~/6422 Wil(7 Jan 67) 

HOWELL, D. S. 2ndLt ~929J5/7)35 WIA(14 Jan 67) 

J ANIKO\-JSKI t D. lstLt ¢9¢.514/733.5 WIA( 2 Jan 67) 

MOYER, W.· c. Cpl 214S¢11/6422 WIA( 14 Jan 67) 

a SMUND SEN , S. M. PFC 21451¢¢/6422 WIAe 7 Jan 67} 

SCHENA, R. P. lstLt ¢91¢24/7335 Died by drowning(l1 Jan 67) 

SHIELDS, G. D. 2ndLt ¢9262¢/7335 Died by drowning(ll Jan 67) 

WILSON. E. H. Cpl 212867¢ /6422 Died by drowning(11 Jan 67) 

WOOD, P. L. LCpl 2141848/6422 Died by drowning(ll Jan 67) 
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HARINE HEDIUM m~LICOPTER SQUADRCN 163 

MarLie Aircraft Group 1') (Re:inr 
9th Mar:ine Amphibious Bri~ade 
FPO. San Francisco~ 96602 

Commanding Officer 
Commander~ Special Landing Force 

3:RAM:fe 
'575¢ 
2 Feb 1967 

Subj: Command Chronology for Period 19 Janu~'- 31 January 1967; 
submission of . 

Ref: (a) BrigO 575~Ll 

Encl: v(:l) Command Chronology Report. 

10 In accordance l",ith reference (a) I en:llo surs (1 )is submitted. 

/:~': CI)I/i * ~·::;;'~::yjA/'vJJ/,/l .~ 
k<:1. IfIJNTIN Gl'O 
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PART I _ ORrxANlZATIONAL DATA 

a. Squadron COmm8.der and Staf:' ~ i-r:i:~li. ".71clusive dates of duration in 
assigned billets: 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
Operations Officer 
Administrative Officer 
Logistics Officer 
IVialli-cen;:mce Offi eer 
Saf ety Offi cer 
Intelligence Officer 

19~Jl Jan 67 
19-31 Jan 6'7 
19--31 ·':an 67 
19~,)1 j'an 67 
19,-31 Jan 6'7 
19-31 j"an 67 
19-31 Jan 67 
19·-3:!. Jan 6'7 

b o Task Organization and unit locatir)n: 

HMl1-)6)~ 11l\.G~15$ 9thVuUl, FHFPac 

U.S.S. Iwo hma (LPH •. 2) 

c. Average monthly st,rength of squadron: 

Officers: 59 (1 Navy) 

LtCo:!..o K. E .HUNTJNGrON 
Ma. :jor N. Eo DAY 
Major R. p. ECKMA.NN 
Capt. G. E. THIRY 
Ma. jo r F" OVllETT 
:rvraJor Eo J. MURPHY 
Ca'Jt. R. M. N1"13EL 
C<tPt •. A. RATLIFF 

19-:31 Jan 67 

19··31 Jan 67 

d. Important visitors to the squadJ'Qi'1: None 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
PART II - NARRATIVE Sill1MARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

At ¢83¢H, four C1Llj-6 aircraf'c,J a".:.tacb.c-G. G:) If.1.fM •• 262, cormnenced 
lifting Millpoints (HM~LJ6J) personnel &nd eq1..'.i?men"~ aboard the U.S.S. 
Iwo Jima (LPH_2) 0 

Millpoi.:.t lau1ched four H..34 IS to job b t.he lift. These aircraft 
completed three trips to the carrier before they w-ere shut-down and 
secured t~ the flight deck, 

By l2:WiH. the rra.j0rity of Hnlpoi!rc~s Gear was aboard the carrier. 
At this stage of the ci.1-10ad~ Millpoint opel'aU.ons started lamching 
its aircraft to fly the l·emaj.njng squadrOll pe.i.~sa:me::i.. a..""ld gear aboard 
the U.S.S o Ivro Jima. 

e This on,~load of Imlv1~363 was con:plete:l by :!-73¢Eo At 2¢54H~ the 
UoS.S o IvfO Jima depart~d f:'Qnl Ghu Lai o R'!N arid .s·~al"ted to steam 
towards the is:and cf Okinm-ra. 

Enroute to Okir.airJa, no flig:1t operat:i..cns scheduled. 

T"10 Hillpoint aircraft were launched from the U. SoSe Iwo Jima at 
¢83¢I. 'l'hese aircraft flew a r0v:tine passenger shuttle to MCAS Futema. 
Okinawa 0 

Ccrr.mencing at ¢9J¢I~ H:"J.Jp():l.~1',;. lr1"~t'lc~"..ed tW€,lri.".y-two aircraft to 
MCAS Futema. 'rhese air..:.:ra;"(· vere ser;D:::-ed "~1pon arrival o 

For the rema:bder of the (;ay~ t\~::) a~"rcra£"::' flew routine passenger 
shuttles between the U.S.S. lwo Jima aEd vai~ioue landing zones on 
Okinawa~ 

Two aircraft "Jere launched to Whi te Beach~ Okinawa. These aircraft 
were to be ut ilized as Command and Gontrol aircraft for '':,he SLF Staff. 

Two aircraft were launched from MCAS Futel'la to White Beach. The~e 
aircraft were used for three routine passenger shuttles by the SLF Staff. 

Two a ircraft -were launched to v-Thi te Beac h where a passenger pick-up 
Was made and returned to MCAS Futema. 
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22 Ja.nuary 1 q6Z 

At ¢83¢I, Millpoint launohed its t.wellty ... tuo a::'rcraft from MCAS 
Futema to the U.S.S o Iwo Ji;i1c,e The 2.i:rr::::'a.ft 'V.Tere launched [)IJ sections, 
and upon landing aboard the carri8i~ 10]'e1"8 se"~1.:.l:'eC:c 

Two airc~~aft lvere ut ilized as CommarHl and CO!'1hol aircraft by the 
SLF Staff e 

While the U.S.S o Iuo Jima >vas EJnrout.e tc KGel,~,g9 Formosa~ Millpoint 
co:thllencec_ a carri er qc:alifica'ciOl'l period :':\:'iliz :l:.1g fO-Jr aircraft 0 

Du.ring tM.s period!1 the ship was :in p:.:..~c a::-, KAeJ.1.r:1.g~ Formosa, and 
the or:ly fIight o;,eratiO::is COl1duct0d wa.r3 ()i1 ::.)1.8 ?)th tJhen two aircraft 
were launched on a ro'Tl-,'lT..e pC1'3Ser;,ger sh~.:::r.le ah~f_~.i'e<> 
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