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To:  Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 36 (Attns S-3)

Subj: Command Chronology for the Period 1 December 1968=31 December 1968

Refs (a) MCO 5750,24
(v) Grud 5750,1B
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1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosurs (1) is submitted, o
03
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PART I - CRGANIZATIONAL DATA

1, Squadro® Commander and Staff, with inclusive date of duration in
assigned billetst

Commanding Officer 1 Dec =~ 31 Dec 1968  Maj. T.J. CRONIN JR
Executive Officer 1 Dec - 31 Dec 1968  HMaj, H.Fe SABEGER
Operations Officer 1 Dec = 31 Dec 1968 Maj, T.J. FALESKIE

Maintenance Officer 1 Dec - 31 Dec 1968 Capte. Reda HOOTON

Administrative Officer 1 Dec ~ 31 Dec 1968 Capte TeBe DICKSON

Logistics Officer 1 Dec = 31 Dec 1968 Maj T.B. HIIL

Aviagtion Safety Officer 1 Dec = 31 Dec 1968 Capt G+F. HALLIDAY

Intelligence Officer 1 Dec = 31 Dec 1968 1stLT J.Ce. HAGERMAN
‘ 2. Task organization and unit location with inclusive datess

HMM-363, MAG=36, 1stMAW, FMFPac  1-31 Dec 1968
Phu Bai, RWN

3. Average strength of squadron during period

Officer L&
Enmlisted 169

he Importent visitors to the squadron: None
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PART II - LARRATIVE SUMIALY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DURING REPORTING PERIOD (C)

Normal daily fliiht operations during this reporting period consisted
of med-evac, rosups'lb, acrial recon, command and control, VIP chase, and
admin/liaison missions, The events listed took place during the ccurse of
these operationss

1 Dec 1968

Maj HILL led a section in Support of 3rd MerDiv in the Quang Tri ™
TACR on operation Kentueky and Scotland II., They cerried 54 US pax and
400 1bs of eargo in 25 combat sorties, Lt HAGERMAN was in charge of a
section which carried 50 US pax and 300 1bs of cargo. Lt TOMEK flew
VIP chase with Seaworthy aircraft carrying 58 US nax and 600 lbs of cargos.

Lt FLICKINGER flew night mortar watch over the PhuBai air facility
reporting negative enemy action,

2 Dec 1968

Haj CHONIN was in charge of a section in sumort of 3rd MarDiv
operations (Scotland IT and Kentucly) in the Queng Tri TAOR carrying
77 US pax and 500 1lbs of eargo. Capt HOOTQ's flicht carried 28 US
pax and 1000 lbs of cargo in 22 combat sorties, A section led by
Capt HIRE carricd 2/, US Hax and 100 lbs of carge. His wingman crashed
at XD769587 at 1035 whilc attempting to land for passenger drop off,
Damage ond injury recorded on flash report, Lt STERMETZ and Lt
KELLEHER flew VIP chosc and Dong Ha taxi carrying lhO US pax and 1000
lbs of cargo.

Lt HAGERMAY led a section in support of 9th MAB carrying 25 US pax
and- 5000 1bs of corge on an admin/liaison mission from PhuBai to Da Nang

Lt HALLTDAY flew night mortar watch over the PhuBai air facility
reporting nezative encuy action,

3 Dec 1968

mt CITRANC led & section in support of 3rd MarDiv operations
(Ke.n‘buclq,r and Scotlend fI) in the Quang Tri TAOR carrying 50 U8 pax
1500 1bs of cargo and 1 US medeevac, A flight led by Capt HIRE carried
60 US pax and 600 1lbs of cargo in 38 Combat sorties, Ca.pt DICASON was
in’ charg se of a section which carried 20 US pax, 1 US med-cvac and 1100
lbs of CaT'g0 -

It's GILLESPIE and SYSLO flew VIP chase and Dong Ha taxi carrying
115 US pax and 500 1lbs of cargo.
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w0 Mad GhOnLl 1ol r pucblon in mupport of 3rd MarBiv in the Quang Tri TAOR
carrying 12 US pax, lnj FALuSEIRSs scction carricd 50 US pax and

750 1bg of cargo ia kO coubat sorties. 4 Jlight led by Ugpt HIRE carried
5h U8 pox and@ 3000 1bs of corgv... At 1500.his Flight reveived enemy fire
from. YBO9IE3E, Negativ: injury or damape, [ HAGERMANS section carried
115 U8 pax 2 Y8 medmevacs and 2000 Ibs of €argo im 60 combat sorties.
Lt HAMNOND flew VIP ehsse with Seaworthy aircraft corrying 2 pax,

 Capt CTTRANO and Lt HALLIDAY flew admin/liaison hops for $th MAR
from PhuBai o Da Nang corrying 20 US pax and 900 1ba of cargo.

Lt ROSE assimed the night mortar watch over the muBsi air facility
reporting negabtive snemy action,

c Dec 1968

Ggpt HIRE was im gharge of & Section in supyrit of 3rd MarDiv
operaticns (Kentueky aic Sgetland II) in the Quar: Vri TAOR carrying
71 U pax, X VB med-evee and 1500 1bs of eargo. ‘

k section Yed by Copt DICKSON capried 39 US pax and 1000 1bs of
cargos Lt's ESLER and HALLIDAY flew VIP chase ard admin/liaison missions
- carrying 8l US pak, 3 US medwevacs and 40O 1bs of ourge,

6 Dec 1968

Maj CROMIN was im charge ©f a section im suppert of 3rd MarDiv in
the Quang Tri TAOR carrying 73 US pax and 200 1lbs of carge in 4O combat
sorties, 4 flight led by Capt HOOTOR eqrried 38 US pax, 1 US medeevac, |
Capt TROXER and Lt HAGERMAW flew VIP chase and Dong Ha taxi carrying
1h5 US pax, 2 US medmevecs and 1600 1bs of caryo., Lt HAGERMAN received
eneny fire at 1050; from ¥I28318, Negative injur; om damage report &id
mission completed,,

~_ Gapt CITRANO and Lt TOMEK assuned hiight mortar watch over the
PluBai air focility reporting negative eneny action. '

7 Beg 1968

_ Moj HIIL led & f1ight in support of 3rd MarDiv In the Quawg Tri TAOR
oarPying 80 US pax and 2200 1bs of gargo in 72 combat sortiesy '

A section led by Capt TROYER carried 62 US pax and 1000 1bs of cargo
in bl combat sorties, Capt WILLIAE and Lt SEALING flew VIP chase and
Dong Ha taxi cerrying 88 US pax aad 1700 lbs of cargo.

8 Dec 1968

Capt HOOT(N led a scetion in support of 3rd MarDiv operations
(Kentucky and Scotlend IT) in the Quang Tri TAOX carrying 60 US pax and
1000 1bs of cargzo.. Capt TROYER and Lt TALBOIT flew VIP chase and Dong
Ha taxi ecerrying 161 US nax and 1700 1lbs of cargoe
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Lt HAGERMAN was in charge of a section in supoort of 1st MarDiv
in the Da Nang TACR carrying 11 US pax, 1 US medeevac and 500 1bs of
‘cargo, ' : '

Maj CRONIN and It ESLER flew night mortar watch over PhuBai
air facility repcrting negative enemy action,

9 Dec 1968 A

Maj HILL led a flight in support of 3rd MerDiv operations (Kentucky
and Scotland II) carrying 16 US pax ahd 300 1bs of cargo. A section
led by Lt MOORE carried 36 US pax and 1150 lbs of eargo, Lt CACCIOLA
led a section in swport of lst MarDiv in the Dg Nmg TAMR carrying
L7 US pax, and 300 1bs of cargo. -

Maj FALESKIiE and Lt HALLIDAY flew night mortar watch over the - -
PhuBai air feeility reporting negetive enemy actione :

10 Dec 19648

Maj CRONIN was in charge of a 3 plane flight in support of 3rd MAR
DIV operations (Kentucky and Scotland II) in the Quang Tri TiOR, The
flight assumed Dong Ha Taxi duty plus working birds carrying 96 US
PAX and 1500 1bs of cargo. 4 section led by CAPT WICAERSHAN carried
194 US PAX anc 5000 1bs of cargo in 60 combat sorties,

LTs HALLIDAY, VEAZEY and GILLESPIE flew VIP chase with Comprise .
aircraft in the Da Nang TAOR in support of 1st MAR DIV,

CAPT HIZE and LT HAGERMAN flew misht mortor watch over the Phu Bai
&ir Facility reporting negative enemy action, .

11 Dec 1968

~

Vaj FLLESKIE led a section in support of 3rd MiR DIV in the Quang
Tri TAOR carryinz 6l US PAX.

. GAPT WICKERSIUM was in charge of a section in support of 1st MAR DIV .
in the Da Nang TAOR carrying 52 US PAX on VIP chese with Gomprise aircraft.

12 Dec 1968

Maj CRONIN was in charge of a section in suoport of 3rd M4R DIV in the
Quang Tri TAOR carrying LS US PAX and 1 US Med-fvac and 1000 1bs of CargDe

CAPT HOOTON flew VIP chase with comprise aireraft in support of 1st
MAR DIV in the Da Nang TAOR carrying 1 US PLX. ,

LT RUCH flew uizht mortor watch over the Phu Bai dir Facility reporting _
negative encmy actions

ENCLOSURE (1)

CONFTDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTILL
13 Dec 1968

Mej FALESIIE was in charge of a section in support of 3rd MaR DIV in
the Quang Tri TAOR cerrying 174 US PaX and 1500 1bs of cargos The section
assumed the Dong He Taxd in the afterncon, Lt HAGERMAN led a section
which carried 78 US PiX, 1 US Med-Bvac, 650 lbs of carzo end 15 POW,

Maj HILL led a section in support of lst M4R DIV in the Da Nang
TAOR with Comprise aireraft on VIP chase cerrying 38 US PiX and 20 ROKMC
and 1000 1bs of cargzo.

~ Capt DECKER and Lt TALBOTT flew night mortar watch over the Phu Bai
Air Facility reporting negative enemy action,

Capt CITRANO was in charge of a section assigned the SiR at Chu Lai
in support of 1i4Gw-12 & 13 from 8~13 December 1968, The section carried
9 US PAX curing their stay. They were called out several times but
negztive enemy action reporteds

1l Dec 1968

Capt WILLIIMS led a section in support of 3rd M4R DIV operations
(Kentucky end Sc-tland II) in the Quang Tri TLOX carrying L6 US PiX and
1100 1bs of cargos. 4 section led by Capt TROYER carried 69 US PiX and
LOOO 1bs of cargo. .

Lt HLGERMiN's section carried 73 US PAX and 900 1lbs of cargo,

Capt DICKSON flew a section in support of 1lst MiR DIV in the Da Nang
TAOR with Comprisc alreraft on the VIP chase, They carried 1L US PiX.

Lt CLCCIOLL flew night mortar watch over the Phu Bai Lir Facility
reporting negative encmy action.

15 Dec 1968

Maj HILL was in charge of a section in support of 3rd MiR DIV in the
Quang Tri TLOR carrying 109 US FiX and L4700 1bs of cargo in 56 combat
sorties. A section led by Lt HAGERMAN carried 25 US PiX.

Lt RUCK flew VIP chasc with @omprisc aircraft in support of lst MAR
DIV in th Da Nang T4OR.

Maj FLLESKTE and Lt CARBORY flew night mortar watch over the Phu Bai
fdr Facility reporting negative enemy action,
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16 Dec 1968

Maj FALESKIE led a division in support of 3rd MuR DIV in the Quang Tri
TAOR. Once arriving at Dong Ha the division was broke#up and aircraft
were assigned to chasec Scarface aircrafte Together they carried 129 US
P4X, 2 Med-Evac anc 1000 1bs of cargo.

Copt TAOYER led a section in support of 1st MR DIV in the Da Nang
TiOR which chascd Oomprise aircraft on VIP ghase carrying-1l US PAX .
PiX and 18 ROKMC PLX, .

17 Dec 1968

Maj CRONIN led a division in support of 3rd MiR DIV operations (Kentucky
and Scotland II) in the Quang Tri TaOR. Arriving at Dong Ha they reported
and chased Scarface aircraft, Together they carried 130 US PiX and 2500
1bs of oargo.

Capt HOOTION flcw a seotion in support of 1lst MuR DIV in the TAR with
Gomprise aircraft on VIP chase, They carvied L9 US PrX, 2 WCIV, 1 VNCIV
Mod-Evac and 1700 1bs of cargo. Capt HOUTON's aircraft YZ-8 (BuNo 150718)
took fire from (2D 1801 and 2D 1901), Negative injury or demage reporteds
Mission was completed.

18 Dec 1968

Lte STIENMETZ and HALLIDAY led sec¢tions in support of 3rd MaR DIV in
the Quang Tri TiO4. Arriving at Dong Ha the section was .split up and
they chased Scarface aircraft and Dong Ha Taxi was assumed, Together they
carried 123 U.8¢ PLKL and 3500 1bs of carpo.

Capt DICKSON led a section in support of lst MAR IIV in the Da Nang
TAOR with Comprise aircraft on VIF chase, They carried 3l PiXe

Lts BESIER and STETSER flew night mortar watch over the Phﬁ"‘Bai Air
Facility reporting ncgative encmy action.

- Maj SLEGER led a section in support of MWG«12 & 13, at Chu Lai providing:
S4Re  On 17 Deccmber 1968 they picked up 6 US Med-Bvacs from an airplane
crash at Chu Lai, The SiR period covered fsem 13 to 18 December 1968, ..

Maj SLECGER ran a priority mission for lst MW from Phu Bai to Chu Lai
and return for a pick up of a priority passcnger,
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19 Dec 1963

Maj FLLESKIE led a section in support of 3rd MAR DIV in the Quang Tri
TLOR on operations (Kentucky and Scotland II), They carried 39 US PAX
and 500 1bs of crrgc, Capt TROYER's section carried 5 US PLX.

Maj CACNIN was in charge of m section in support of lst MAR DIV in
the 24 NLNG T.OR, They broke the scction up to ghase Comprise airoraft
on VIF missionse They carried 17 U.S. PAX and 33 ROKHC -p4X and 1100 1bs
of cargo,e :

It's KBLIGHER and RUZICSKL flew night mortar watch over the PHU BLI
Idr Facility renorting negative action.

20 Dec 1968

Maj SLEGER led a section in support of 3rd MLR DIV in the QUANG TRI
TiOR, The section was broken up for VIP chase and DONG Hi Taxi, they
carried 15 U,S. PA% and 500 1bs of cargoe A section lod by Lt, SELAING
carricd 105 U.5, fAX, 1 U,S, med-cvac and 3400 1bs of cargo in 5l combat

sorties, Ca t DICKSCN was in charge of a scetion which carried 16 U.Se
PAX‘ . .

MiR IV for VIP chase with Comprise aireraft, They carriecd 5 U.S. PAX.

21 Dec 1963

Maj CRONI¥ was in charge of a section in support of 3rd Mait DIV in
the QUANG TRI TLOR carried 64 U.S. £aXancd 2000 1bs »f cargo. Sections
led by Lt's HLGERMLN and FLICKINGEL were broken up uzen retvrainc oo 005"
Hi and chaséd Scarface aircraft, together they cerried 133 U,S, PAX, 1
U,S. med~evac and 90C lbs cf cargo., Lt HLGERMIN'g aircraft YZ-12 (2ulNo
147192) recieved fire from XD 829640 and XD 84662 at 0915, Negative injury
or damage reported end the mission was completed,

Capt PLATAIDGE and Lt,. HOOuL flew VIP chasc with.Cimprise aircraft
in sup ort ~f 1ot MiR DIV in the DA NANG TACR, They carried 21 PaX and
1000 1bs of cargc. '

Lt's STEINMETZ and SYSLO flew night mortar watch over the PHU BLI
Faecility reporting negative enemy action directed at the bases

22 Dec 1968

Maj FLLESKTE led a division flight in support of 3rd M4k DIV in the
QUANG TRI TiORe The division broke up for Taxi service, VIP chase with
Scarface aircraft and 1 section of werking birds. Together thcy carried
73 U.S. FPAX, 8 VNCIV -PaX and 3200 1lbs of cargos

Bnclosuer (1)
CONFILENTILL

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

CONFILENTI.L

22 Dec 1968 (conts)

Oapt HALLIDAY and Lt PENSCHENAT flew night mortar watch over the FHU
BAL Air Facility and reported negative encmy actions

23 Dec 1968

Lt SYSLO flew in support of 1st MAL DIV in the Di NiNG T4AOR carrying
36 pax and 100 1bs of cargo on a VIP chase with Comprise alrcrai"b

Lt GUILFCAD assumed m.ght mortar watch over the FHU BAL &qr Fax:ility
reporting negative enemy action, ,

Poor weather conditions cancelled all other routine and pr:.orlty misge
sions today,

2L Dec 1968

Maj SLEGER was in charge of a section in support of 3rd &l DIV in the
QUANG TRI TLiOR carrying 51 U.S. PAX and 1000 1bs of cargo. 4 section led
by Lt STEINMETZ carried 76 U.S. Pil and 1250 1bs of carge in L5 combat
sorties, Capt TiO0YuR's secticn carried 33US PAX and 4200 1lbs of cargoe

Maj CRONIN led a section in support of 1lst M4R DIV in the D4 NaNG
TiOR carrying 17 UsS. PAX and 1000 1bs of cargo on VI? chase with Compe
rise aircrafts.

Lt SYSLO flew in support of 3rd MLF over the Northern I Gorps chas:l.nr?

- a Comprise aircraft. Negative pax or cargo were carried.

25 Dcc 1968

Copt DICKSON was in charge of a section in support of 3rd MAR DIV
in the QUANG TRI T/OR carrying Lh U.S. 24X, 2 U.S. med=evacsg and 3500
1bs of cargo in 65 combat sorticse Capt PARTRIDGE!s section carried 15
U.S. Pif and 200 1be of cargo. i section led by Lt. HiGERMAN carried 60
U.S. PiX and 5000 1bs of cargo in 70 combat sorties,

Capt HCOTON and Lt FLICKINGER flew VI: chase with Comprise aircraft
in the Qi NANG TAOR supporting the lst Mar DIV, Together they carried
22 PaX and 800 1bs of cargo.

Maj HILL returned 2 section of aircraft from CHU L4l where they had
assumcd the Silt responsibility on 18 Dece The section was in suppert of
1st MW at CHU Lil. During their watch the section carried 10 U,S, F&X
and 3 U.S. med—evacs, .

Lt's GUILFOiD gnd RUZIGCSKL assumed night mortar watch over the PHU
BAI Air Facility reporting negative enemy action.
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26 Dec 1968

Maj CRONIN led a section in support of 3rd MarDiv in the Quang Tri
TACR carrying L6 US pax and 1000 1bs of cargo. Lt GUILFORD lecd his section
carrying 25 US pax, Lt STETSER was the odd man today and was assigned as
a VIP chase which carried 1 pax.

Lt's RUZICSKA and BAMMOND assumed the VIP chase with Comprise
aircraft in support of lst MarDiv in the Da Nang TAOR. Together they
carried 19 US pax and 150 1bs of cargo.

Lt HAMMONLS aircraft (BuNo 150718) received fire at 0910 from .
coordinates ZCL80540, Negative injury or damage reported and the mission
was completed,

Capt HOCTON flew VIF for the ROKMC in which he carried 57 pax and
3500 1bs of cargo in 27 combat sorties. :

27 Dec 1968

Maj SLEGER led a section in support of 3rd MarDiv in the Quang Tri
TAOR., The section was broken up for taxi service and VIP chase, together
they carried 219 US pax and 3000 1bs of cargo in L9 combat scrties. 4
section led by Capt TROYER carried 37 US pax and 40O 1bs cf cargo.

Lt GUILFORD's section carried 14 US pax and 300 1lbs of cargo.

Lt's MLRTIN and RUZICSKA flew VIP chase with Comprise aircraft in
the Da Nang TARR supporting 1st Mar Div, Together they carried li pax and
200 1bs of cargo, Capt HOOTON and Lt XELLEHER were assigned to pick uwp
an aircraft at Marble Mountain Air Facility and return to Phu Bai, This
mission was in support of lst MAW.

Maj FALEZSKIE and Lt ZEHMS flew night mortar watch over the Phu Bai
Air Facility repurting negative enemy action,

28 Dec 1968

Lt STEIMETZ was in charge of a section in supnort of 3rd MarDiv in
the Quang Tri TAOR carrying 2k US pax, 1 US medevac and L50 1lbs of cargo.
Capt PARTRIGGE and Lt VEAZEY, 1t SEARING and Lt GUILFORD were broken up and
worked with scarface aircraft throughout the Quang Tri area. Combining
their work load thoy carried 211 US pax, 1 US medevac and 3500 1bs of
cargo in 91 combat sorties., Their missions consisted of Dong Ha taxi,

VIP chase and chasing working birds.

Lt's FLICKINGER and AYE flew VIP chase in the Da Nang TAOR in support
of 1lst MarDiv, While chasing Comprise aircraft they carried L US and 33
ROKMC pax plus 800 1bs of cargo.

Lt's ELLEFER and RUZICSKA assumed night mortar watch over the
Phu Bai Air Facility repcrting negative enemy activity directed at the
base
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29 Dec 1968

Capt WICKERSHAM and Lt's ZEBHMS, HAMMOND, AYE, and MARTIN flew in support
of the 3rd MAR DIV in the QUANG TRI TAOR., A1l the aircraft were fragged
to chase Scarface aircraft, Combining their totals, they carried 102 U.S.
PAX, 1U.S, and 3 VNCIV medwevacs and 2100 lbs of cargo in 86 combat sortiese
Capt WICKERSHAM's aircraft (BulNo 15050L) received fire from coordinates

YD0962 at 1100, Negative damage or ihjury reported and the mission was comm
pleted, :

Maj SAEGER and Capt TROYER flew VIP chase with Comprise aircraft in
support of the lst MAR DIV in the DA NANG TAOR. They carried 9 U.S. PAX
and 25 ROKMC PAX.

Capt's HALLIDAY and WILLIAMS were assigned SAR at CHU IAI Air Field
from 25 to 29 Dec, They reported negative SAR assignments while on duty,

30 Dec 1968

Capt's PARTRIDGE, HALLIDAY, and PINSCHENAT and Lt's ZEHMS, MOORE, AYE,
and VEAZY were working in support of the 3rd MAR DIV in the QUANG TRI TAOR,
A1l flights were broken up and each aireraft flew chase with a Scarface
aircraft, either VIP chase or the DONG HA TAXI, They carried a combined total
of 147 U.S. PAX, 2 U.S., med=evacs and 2600 1lbs of cargo,.

Capt WILLIAMS and Lt HAMMOND flew in support of the 1st MAR DIV in the
DA NANG TAOR, Both chased Comprise aircraft on VIP., Combining their totals
they carried 107 pax and 1100 1bs of cargos

Tt SYSLO assumed the night mortar watch over the PHU BAI Air Facility
reporting negative enemy action,

31 Dec 1968

Capt's HALLIDLY and DICKSON flew VIP chase with Comprise aircraft in
the DA NANG TAOR in support of the lst MAR DIV and ROKMC.

Capt WILLIMS flew a two plane section in support of the 11lth Engineerse
Capt WILLIAMS section carried 25 pax and 1100 1lbs of cargos

Capt PINSCHENAT flew VIP chase with a Scarface aireraft and carried
8 pax and 500 1lbs of cargo.

Lt AYE and Lt KELLEHER each flew a night mortar watch mission over the
PHU BAI Air Facility, They reported negative enemy action,
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PART III - SIGIIFICANT EVENIS
1. Eromotions
ae. Officers: Three (3) to Captain
b. BEnlisted: None
2. Awards
a. A total of 5 Air Medals were awarded to the Officers of HMM-363.
be A total of 0 Air Medals were gwarded to the Enlisted men of HMM=363.

3. Casualtics

RANK 1 A1 : SERNO MOS DATE PLACE
1stIt. T. BUSCEMI 0100089/7561 3Decé8  Speeding Home Kilo
XD770587
Lepl, R, L. HASH 2316322 /6332 3Dec68  Speeding Home Kilo
XD770587
Cple R. 0. MAZUR 2163871/6331 3DecH8 Speeding Home Kilo
XD770587
1stit, Je G, RUZICSKA  0L01699/7561 . 3Dec68  Speeding Home Kilo
: XD770587

Le 4ir Operations

a. Total Flight Hours: 1555,1
be Total Sorticss L4390
ce Total Cargo, Tons: 6546
de Totzl Mecd=Bvacs: 51
e. Totagl Passengers: 5767V
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