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~;Zj2aJII a \ 
1. PART ONE: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 
.~.--

a.. Commander Be Statf 
(1) CoJllDalld1ng Office:!" - - - LtCol D. A. SOl'.llmvnu 
(2) Executive Officer .,.. ... -Major to{. J. NE.EJ)HAM 
(3) 3-1 - - - - - .. - " , .. - i'1aJor W. R. CA:BIE 
(1,,) 54 ...... - - - - ... ' rp - 1STLT G. M. AIIDHES 
(,5) 5-,3 - - - - - - - - - - -Major H. M. l{[C}[El!J,S 
(6) s-4 - - - - - - - - - - -Major J. R. KUTC:lf1.1AlmK 
(7) tldnt,enance Officer - - -Capt. R. E. GLElSON 
(8) Satety Otticer - - - - - Capt. C. D. RIOliDAN 

b. Task Organization 
(1 ) MAG-,36, 1 ST MA~'l from 1 April 1966 to 15 JlprU 1966 

(a) Location- KY HA, South Viet Nam (1 Ap--S Apr) 
(2) NAG-13, 9th ~iAB, CTU 79.23 from 1.5 April 1966 to 30 AprU 19S6 

(a) Location- USS mnlcE'foN (9 A~30 Apr) 

,~. i'hl'age Strength for .i.eportin8 feriod 
(1) Officers- 55 
(2) ~8t.ec1- 169 

11. Important Visitors to the Command 
(1 ) FNF PAC (ForwaJld) BGG%l VA.1J STOC~l 

(,51 NA, ,3 AG, 1 USN (Me ': 
166 usr£, 3 USN (NO)j 

, hf:, (C7~~"'llJP. MJ.]:]:RAth 
, 

.~., 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

"'0i1 •• 1:~ 
Enclosure (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 
-~ 

C((]llQfUJ lllJJ1EJ t~lFHlf!L -,,,''''1 "'~l'966' 
~ ':JI8r".'" . 'H'~Y"""" ...-.~III~i,,;,~;·,'\I;;ii;~ 

I 

" ' 

SUNMARY OF SIGNIFICAl'rr HIGHLIGHTS FR~l 1 APliIL 
1966 t.o ,30 APRIL 1966: 

L~~~~~~t\~:i:~<:'·}.f.I\P,~: ' fl9C'Series I1r,:>,!/}-1:. ~f6, and ~'dE49-13 

:1, 

'. ' 

1 APril: Operations fl'·'.' 1i£JlF K1 Ha, Chu La! complex.. Two aircraf~i 

picked up the 'Commandirig Officer of "M" Company, 2nd En, 4th Marin",!" 
an aerial obserVer and a U. S., goverment agricultur~ specialist from' 
LZ .Robin (00536028) •. The: flight conducted a recol1ilaissance of the 
_Sopg Tra Bong Valley io1eElt' of Tra Bong. The reCCrlJlal,.ssa..'1.Ce was t.erm­
ip.ated because of an 'a1..,tdllery spotting mission;) when the aeial ')b-
server sighted J 0-1 S Vi.at Cong in Khaki unifo~ running along a road 
at coordinates BS56S914o . The 'artillery was terminated after fift.;en 
minutes ot accurate fire so that a night of Ox:wood A4's controlhd 
by a Klondike 'TAC (A) (UfI..,.lE) could be utilized for the mission. do 
estimate wae. given' of 'the VC killed 'by ,artillery and air. 

; .' " 

.. On an a.dmiriistrati'V~/Uaison fllght trom the Ass~ , Division Cel ~­
mander's helipad to the ARVN' 2nd Dinsion Hqtrs at Quang Iigai, 
ground tire was received f'romBS640820. The flight was at 2700 f<';3t 
above the ground yet the tracers Iron the aut.omat.i.c weapon were 
easily d1et.inguished. ,After the d.rq) at Quang Ngai, ,the flight re­
turned to KiY Ha. 

Four aircrait retracted 1tM'lc'Onpany 2/4 train BS5S690S. The first 
and second waves into the zone wa'e greeted by~n1per fire from the 
vicinity of BS55S903 as the" landed. On the third ~fip into the zone 
automatic weapons tire was reed ~ from BS557914. The, flight leader 
reqUested permiSSion from the DA£ to utilize two ,Oxwood. A-4 t S over­
head to suppress the eneuv fire (Ul"ing the final lift from the zone. 
The request was denied. On the liJlal. lift, the night was just get­
ting airborne when several automatic weapons opened fire. Suppressive 
fire was returned by the halos wi1h unknown results. Two aircraft 
sustained minor damage from enenv fire. There were no injuries. 

2 April: Four aircraft carr1ed 1;00 Ibs of cargo and 29 troops from 
AT986746 to Thong Duc (ZC1 50541) 10 support of U.S. Arro:! Special For~.s 
and I Corps to Da Nang. 

Four aircraft were utiliaed f.r field carrier landing practice at 
Ky Ha. During the period, &.1xtefn pilots were initially' quaJ.ified 
or requalified. 

3 April: "WI company 2nd lin, ~ Marines, consisting of 156 troops, 
,was retracted from BS553912 and taken to LZ Robin(BS536028) by twelve 
aircraft. Light small arms .r~ was received from BS564950 and B5-
573946 causing minor damage to one aircrait which continued the lift. 
, The l'IediC~-i7!~ation stand by was launched at 1655 to rescue an 

"t.J'·.i2jt.d-ecrT~ ad fallen from a seaside clift at BT5161570 
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It was necessary to lower'a corpeman to the scene b.Y hoist to prn­
pare the inJured man tor evacuation. Following firist aid, thj;t cor1""~ . 
man and evacuee were hoisted abo~ the aircrel'1i and taken to ItB" 1-. ,,,' 
ical Company at Chu La":.~ 

4 April: During a Med~~.; stand by for I Corps at' QuaIl.; Ngai, two 
aircraft were launched .~: .. ,'ee tilDes to evacuate seven caS".lalities 
which Were'taken to ~Quang 11gai hospital. Fire '/I8.S received i'l"Om 
BT24,0168. NO' hits were l"'t'Iceived. 

Several administrativE.!resupp].y flights were tlownin support 
ot ground'1.:..rdts in the C;lU ,W complex. A total ot 9000 lbs (.)f cargo A 
,was deliveZ'·ed. .. 

5 'April: The Squadron flew' a limited schedule :In preparation to!' the 
pending shipboard deployment aboard the USS PHINCETON (LPH-5). 
Primary squaciron activities consisted of packing equipment and P!~r.'-

, forming aircrattmaintenance. Shortly after miclnight •. two standh.\ 
Med~vac aircrait wer.e launched to evacuate ele<ren wounded Vietn::..;:, ':89 

. civilians from Bihn Sahn to the Quang Ngai hosp:Lt~ • 

6 April: Eight aircraft were utilized to carry 72 Vietnamese ci v:i.lia.:];'! 
from Gt'uang Ngai to the 1st Marine Division CP a1~ Chu Lai. The Viet­
~ese civilians participated in ceremonies decora.ting ~.a.rineB. tor 
aCtion against the Viet Cong. Following the cel·emonies. the civil­
ians were retUrned to Quang llgai. This, was the last mission bytbe 
Squadron 'prior to: deployment. ' , 

7 April: ,''nle DqwI.d.zoon performed maintenance WOlak on the aircraft and e 
completed l'1nal packing for shipboard deploymen1~. 

SApril: At l230~eight airr.raft. begah a shuttle of squadron person­
nel. and equipnent aboard the USS Princeton. Twc; aircraft proceeded 
~o Danang to escort an aircraft just arrived frem O&R to Ky Ha. The 
final squadron personnel arrived aboard the Prir.ceton at 1730. The 
ship sailed for ~ubic Bay, P .. I. shortly therc~tE;r,. 

9 April:' 1Vhile undenray to Subic. Bay, the squadron flew two carrier 
qua1ifica~i~n periods. , Twenty",,~wo pilots were initia.lly qualified 
or requilifJ.ed. '.. . 

, 10 April: . The USS Princeton arrived Subic Bay .. shortly after midnight. 
Liberty cOIlllIlenced at 0900. ~,' , . . 

11 April: ,All squadron, aircraft were flown asho.rc to the seaplane 
ramp at NAS' Cubi Point for fresh water Wash'and coniprehensive maint­
enance w!>ile the sh:(p r-aned in port.~~ 

.~. ')r~P~'Sl~'''' .. c.:' :EnClo6ure (1) 
'tIf~~ jfL~ID 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

,~. 

Ser: 03A15266 
1 June 1966 

12 April to 18 April: During the stay at Subic Bay, several 'V'!P flights 
and numerous administrative missions to Clark AFB, Baguio and lilanila. 
were flown. From the 12th to the 16th the 1st Battalion, 5th Narines 
waa supported during snmll unit training exercises in the Subic Bay 
area. 

14 April: Four aircraft led by LtCol S01iJERVILLE departr:--d fur NAS 
Sangley Point for the rehearsal of a VIP flight the following d~. 
The flight remained overnight at NilS Sangley Point. 

15 April: The ,.four airc .. Ct participating in the VIP flight from Nll2 
Sangley and Hanila to CL '. . llFB carried President M&X60S, li.dmiral . 
SHARPE (CINCPAC), U"S. Amtdssardor to the Philippines Mr. BLAIR and 
a number of other dignita.ries. Following ceremonies and briefing 
at Clark AFB, the ,party W:,8 returned to Hanila. 

18 April: All squadron inrcraft, maintenance 0quip;~lent and persun~ 
nel were returned to the USS Princeton in prcpara"i:,ion for cl:eparturc. 

19 April:, At 082$ Princeton sailed for Danang, HVN, in compuny with 
Pickaway and iUamo. 

20 April: Day carrier landing practice and instrument training i'li:hts 
were flown while underway. 

21 April - 26 April: Princeton arrived off Danang early the L10rnLs 
of 21 April. ' Daily adr.1inistrntive flights were ma.de to Chu Lai, 
Danang and Hue Phu Bai during the period prior to the C0Ti:mencement 
of cumbat operations on 27 ilpril. 

On the nights of 23 and 24 April~ night carrier qualifications 
were conducted. During the t,,[O periods., forty-six pilots were night 
carrier qunlified. 

27 April: At 0600 Operation Osage commenced when 16 aU:craft led by 
the squadX'on cOIl'.mn.nder, LtCol SONEli.VILLE, lifted tWi.l companies of BLT 
1/5 into HLZ Crow (ZC135975) !lIld one cmapany into HLZ Hawk (2D130007). 
Two additi0nal aircraft were used for S,.R and maintenance' 'airborlle 
standbys. 

During the troop lift/strike, light sniper fire was received from 
ZD132996. No hits were received. '. . ; 

During the afternoun seVel'al r.led-evacs \-Iere flown by the laed-eva 
standby Ale and also by Ale that were diverted from other missions. 

After the troop lift the troops were re~pplied eleven-aircraft 
A 134 man Howtar team and three Howtars were moved frull the LPH-5 to 
LZ Eagle.. Besides the Howtarteam, 33.,860 Ibs of CllllrtlO and supplies 
were moved from ship to shore. ~ihile trying to deliver these sup-
plies to the troops, one Ale was lost and another was damaged extensive­
ly. Both of the aircraft were hovering over high: trees trying to de­
liver supplies by'hoist. The airc~aft that was destroyed (YK-S) 
began to settle while hovering and as the pilot attempted to take off 
the airc~aft struck a tree and bounced into another one, finally 
coming to rest right side up about 500 meters froLl the drop zone 
(ZD153005). 
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The section. leader picked up the crew members by hoist after drop­
ping his gunner, co-pilot and all removable t5ear on the beach. Jill 
four of the crew members were kept in sick bay over ~1ight. The pilot 
and co-pilot were released the next moming" however, the crew chief 
and gunner were kept for treatment. 

The strike damaged helicopter was destroyed by 'burning after rt;;­
movable gear had been lifted out. 

The second aircraft did not receive as Iuuch damQge and none of 
the crew members were in,~llred. This aircraft (YK-:-I) was also tryin< 
to lower supplies by hoi.;:!j into a zone in which ',laS irapossible to Ie' 
in because of the high t· "'0 . 

As the aircraft wae . ;.ering it struck a tr~e with a 4l3.in rotor 
blade and the aircraft let;'. '~ed striking another t.ree. as . the l"oti-qr was 
disengaged. One of the main rotor blades broke ·Jff and struck the ~ 
tail pylon 9aUSing extenfJ).ve damage. The crew ::-emOved the ro1ior ., 
blades to prepare it to be lifted out" then were accompanied by a 
squad to a clear area so they could be picked up, Shortly after 
reaching the clearing tho crew was picked. up and returnt."<i to LPH-5. 

28 April: The second day of C1peration Osage was filled with med-wacs, 
resupplies, recons, nuintenance h6ps~ and one tr)op lift. The firnt 
aircraft launched were to take maintenance perso:me1 to the two e.ir­
craft that went down yesterday. Crews were lowe:red into the two 
zones by hoist. A maintenance crew disassenbled YK-l into four S';'.­

tions to be lifted out by CH-46s and taken to Danang for preparat:::-n 
for shipncmt to O&R. 

During the day 42,$70 Ibs of supplies were dlilivered to the troops 
in the field. Host of the supplies were picked up at the LPH-5. 

Troop movement by aircraf't was at a minimum;, with only 190 troops 
being moved. "A/company was picked up at Hawk (ZD131005) and taken 
to Red Bird (AU842042) by eight aircraft.' e 
29 April: At 0630 14 aircraft took off for a trc,op lift from l.Z 
Hawk to 12 Red Bird. Two of the aircraft acted <LS TAC(l~) during the 
lift and were not involved in the actual troop movement. The 257 
troops of C company 1/5 were moved in four waves by the 12 aircraft. 
No fire was received during the hour and. a. half ·lift. 

During a resupply mission to EagleJ two aircraft picked up an 
AH.VN General and two members' of his staff a~d toc·k them to the USS 
Princeton. ilt1300 the General was taken to Phu Loc (ZD085008). The 
same aircraft took CO 1/5 to each of the compaQy CPs and then returned 
him to Eagleo 

Four aircraft carried 18 med-evacs from AU828073 to the Princeton. 
During the pick up one of the aircraft received one 30 cal hit through 
the aft fuel cell. The fire was not returned. 

. While on a mL~-evac ndssi~n two aircraft received automatic 
weapons fire from AU825085 and while in. the pick Llp zone at AU8J3075. 
No hits were received. One KIA and 3 WIits were picked up and taken 
to the Princeton. 

In less tha.n 35 minutes five aircraft moved the 198 troops of D 
company from AU803033 to il.U832048. The company W3.S moved in as a 
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blocking force for a sweep of the peninsula to the NE of the zone. 
The aircraft returned to the Princeton 40 minutes after taking off. 

30 April: Today was a day of resupplies and med-evacs. Eighteen 
aircraft were involved in seven different resupply missions. A total 
of 37,050 pounds of cargo was moved from the LPH-5 to the troops in 
the field. On the return trip to the Princeton from the resupply 
missions the aircraft car]'ied a total of 12 med-evacs of which 4 wer<; 
non-combatant casualties During one of these combination resupply/ 
med-evac missions one 0[.,:.\'3 aircraft was hit by a .30 cal round. TL' 
bullet passed through ths .' ':.1 pylon. The fire was recei7ed frum the' 
vicinity of 1.U835062. 

·One administrative lT~",_.··evac was taken to the USS Repose vlhich _ 
was in the Danang harbor,. < 

Two 60rnm mortars wer2 !'etracted from AU834048 to the Princeton 
along with -the 23 troops cf the m0rtar sections. 

3. PARTTHR.FE; SIGNIFIC/;i'JT EIlEI'JTS 

a. Awards - During the month of April SGT. N. B. SUNI'JER 1805926 
USHC was picked as the outstanding Non-Commissi0ned Officer servin[; 
in Viet Nam. For this he was given a gold watch and has been recom­
mended for meritorious prumution to SSGT. 

b. Casualities - On 27 ii,pril four crew members were injur(it! v:>c;n 
their aircraft struck a tree durin,s a resupply rnissivn. The four 
people were taken to the LPH-5 where they were placed under observ~­
tion. The next morning the pilot and co-pilot were released with only 
minor bruises. The co-pilot received a sprained leg. The crew chief 
received lacerativns to his face and left side of his body ~ld re­
mained under the doctors care. The gunner received a leg injury as 
well as minor bruises to the left side of his body. 

c. Embark - The squadron sucessfully deployed aboard the LPH-5 
24 hours prior to the scheduled time. The Llove was commenced early 
due to the early arrival of the ship. JUter receiving word that the 
squadron had to be aboard the LPH-5 by 1700 on 8 April the squadron 
successfully completed staging and embarkati0n in 4.5 huurs. The lift 
was completed by UH-34D ' s lifting approximatelJ- .160 externals in 
additivn to the personnel and bag6age. 

The squadron was assisted by two CH-46s of m:rH-164 which carried 
the majority of the squadron's internal lifts. 

d. Special operatiuns - One operation was conducted during the 
reporting period. Operatiun Osage was underwny frum 27 ;l.pril until 
3 May. .". ".- -" ~ 
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All pilots were given 11 night flying brief by ship's personnel. 
Both the SLF and BLT cODL~ders spoke to all the officers concern­
ing our role and mission in regard to the cO~Ung oper~tion and in 
general a.s the helicopter support element. P.riOI' to b03J'ding the 
ship, all officers were given briefings on shipbcard operations .. 

The enlisted r.J.embers of the squadron were slated to receive 11 

series of 3 lectures on cr.ipboard aircraft handling procedures how­
ever, the early deployme.n:, of the squadron precluded this. Familiar·· 
izatiun firing of per6t3~i.,,: ,:;wd crew ~s was conduc'::'ed from the 
stern of the ship and me.Y,.,· :,f the enlisted members partic~.pated. 

\_.' .r" 
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MAlIDJE MEDIUM HEUCOPTER SQUADRON 364 

Marine Aircraft Group 13 (Reit) 
9th Marine lunphibious Brigade 
Fro San Francisco I 96602 

SECRET 
SECRET 
From: Commandjng Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, Special Landing Force 

Subj: Combat After Ac-:'ion Report, Operation "OSAGE" 

Ref: (a) CTG 7905 Op Order 328-66 

03:HMM;rhl 
3500 
Ser: 00311.12666 
6 May 1966 

Encl: (1) Chronology of Significant Events-Operation IlqSAGE" 
(2) Operationa1. Analysis - Operation "OSAGE" 
t3 ) Statistical Summary - Operation "OSAGE" 

1. Operation "OSAGE", a combined amphibious surface assault and vertic·'.:l . 
envelopment" was condu~ted in the vicinity of Phu Loc, THUll. THIEN Prov~:.' :.1"::; 

Republic of Viet Nam" during the period 27 April to 2 May 19660 J.t, H/., 
hour (270630H April) BLT 1/5 landed over White Beach (ZD1750068) and ir~ 
HLZts Crow (ZC136974) and Hawk (ZD135005) to conduct search and destroy 
operations" '-, 

2. Squadron Mission: 

During Operation nOSAGEII troop lift/strikes, aerial. reconnaissance" 
TAD(A), re-supply and medical evacuation missions were performed in the 
objective area in support of 1st Battalion, 5th Marines in accordance 
with reference (a) .. ' Enclosure (1) contains a detailed day to day summation 
of th~ Squadron! s operations~ Enclosure (2) contains discussions of 
operational. discrepancies and/or items for analysis.. Enclosure (3) con­
tains a statistical summary. 

D. A. SOMERVILLE 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEARINTERV~Ls;=j 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

DOD DIR 5200.10 
. - -~~-N%':id;~ _~·lk2~~~ 
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Preliminary planning for "OSAGEIt begun on about 22 Ap~i1 
1966 with liaison flights to the III MAP und 1st MAW neadijuarters 
at Dunang. The preliminary conferences were followed by recon .. , 
naisance flights into the objective area and additional conferenc~ 
as to effect coordination with units already operating in the 
objective areas" 

At 0630H on 27 APril 1966, the squadron launched eighte<31 
aircraft on a troop lift in support of BLT 1/50 The lifts of 
and "D" companies to landing zone "CRown and "A" company to 10' .. , .. , 
zone "HAWK!! were accomplished smoothly and only sporadic sma:'~' 
arms fire was reported from coordinates ZC125985, ZC131996 and 
ZD129012~ 

Resupply missio~.1s commenced in the aftern.oon, but extremely 
rugged terrain feat't.-c. .• es in the operating area required the ur-e 
of 'special delivery techniques and cost the squadron the use of 
two aircraft which were involved in accidents. One aircraft while 
lowering supplies by hoist in a hover over seventy foot treG~ 
sustained slight damage when one of the rotor blades struck tre~ 
The aircraft comoander elected to descend to a small clearin~ 
below and investigate the damage rather than attempt to cont '. :'lue 
the hover. The desc'3nt to the ground was made without incid _It'j 

but upon shutdown of the rotor system, the rotor blades stru".~;: a 
stump causing substantial damage to the rotor blades, transG"3si~ 
and gear shafts" Surrounding trees and the tactical si tuatio!'".l. 
made complete repair of the aircraft impossible at tho accident 
site (ZC128966)G It was therefore decided to extract the compon­
ent parts ~f the helicopter from the zone by CH.46 helicoptors 
(HMl'1-l6lt). In order to accomplish this lift, a Marine deLloli tion 
team had to be called upon to clear the area of trees and stumps~ 
In the process of clearing the trees and stumps, wood fragments 
punctured the aircraft skin in several places. Further damage 
resulted when the CH-46 lifting the transi:J.lssion from the fusGlag~ 
of the downed aircraft dragged the transmission forward into the 
cockpit area. Accumulated damage to the aircraft was such that 
overhaul repair will be necessarY8 

Another aircraft on a similar mission at coordinates 
ZD153005, lost power and struck a tree with a rotor blade while in 
a hover and went out of control. The aircraft settled into the 
trees an. heavy underbrush and caBe to rest on the down slope of 
a hill. All four crewmembers suffered minor injuries and the 
aircraft sustained IIALPHAu damage. Recovery of the entire air­
craft was impossible, but useable parts vlere salvaged. It was 
then destroued by burning to prevent local VC from using any of 
the l11etal for weapons. 

Two aircraft lifted fifty troops and 3900 pounds of cargo 
from the LPH-5 to coordinates ZD174068 and made an aerial recon­
nisance flight of the operating arene 
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Two aircraft lifted 6650 pounds of cargo froe th2 LPH-5 
to coordinates ZC113001. They alsoevaGl;1'i,.tet.. fi.fJ-'vei~··)~a\·J.ne non­
conbat casualties fron ZCl13001 to landing zone 'S:::gl(;)" 

Two aircraft performed the following JJJ.issions~ A li.ft of 
one Marine non-corJbat casualty from coordinates ZDl13010 to 1 ,'-, n. , 1 .. 
ing zone Eagle; a lift of five ~,furine casualties frO!:l ZC13396S 
to landing zone Eagle; and a lift of five passengers fran 
ZC133969 to the LPH-5. 

Two aircraft J!.r-~edthre0 Marine non-combat cas1}LLlt.ies L 

l.~oordinates zC1559'/'-· to ~i_cmding zone Eagle. 

Two aircraft lifted twenty-three passengers frOJ:l LHI-5 to 
the Phu Loc cOrJpound., 

28 April: Two airc: ~::·t iifted 2300 pounds of '.2rgo froD tho LPH-5 
to coordinates ZDl~,;07" 

Three aircro.ft :_ifted 7450 pounds of co.rgo fran c:)ordi:r:.-:-.tes 
ZDl17C07 to ZDlllto05' nnd one Marine non-conbat casunlty fro' 
ZD17lt068 to the LPH-5. 

Two aircraft P(-;:~fOr[led th,e following fJissions: 11. lift -,.,. 
seven passengers frl,:'} the LSD-33 to Phli Loc; 0. lift of 100 2-' ;mde 

of cargo and six pa;::Jengers from coordinates ZD094007 to la:.: __ :~ng 
zone Eagle; a lift of rl.i.llle passengers fron ZDl15005 to ZC1379, 7 ~ 
and a lift of nine Marmo casualties froD. la.Ylding zone Eagle~o 
the LPH-5. 

Two aircraft lifted 2200 pounds of cargo fron the LPH-5 to 
coordinates ZD180064 and 1000 pounds of c2,rgo fran the: LPH-5 to 
Au842029. 

Two squadron naintenonce nircrnft lifted 6900 pounds of carg( 
and forty-four troops during the process of tho recovery and 
destruction of the two aircraft which were daL1Qged on tho 27th. 
The SQD8 aircraft lifted thirtoen Marino non-conbat c~3ualtios 
froLl landing zone Eagle to the LPH-5 .. 

Two aircraft porforned the follo\',ring Elissions: A lift of 
600 pounds of cargo fron the LPH-5 to coordinatcs ZC133973; a 
lift of 600 pounds of cargo froo the LPH-5 to ZC133968; a lift 
of 10 passengers fran Phu Loc to the LPH-5; and a lift of seven 
Marine non-conbat casualties froQ lru1ding zone Eagle to tho LPH-5. 

Eight aircraft acconpanled by two squadron TAC(A) aircraft 
lifted "A" COrlpany 1/5 (190 troops) fron landing zone Ha.wk to 
landing zone Redbird. The troop lift was followed by a resupply 
of l~OO pounds of cargo froo the LPH-5 to landing zone Redbird 
and 1~,425 pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to landing zone Eagle. 
The same aircraft lifted one Marine non .. c:)J'1.1bat casualty fron land-
ing zone Eagle to the LPH-5. S~ ,\\' reT 
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of cargo fron the LPH-5 to 
the LPH ... 5 to lc..mdin[5 zone 

Two aircraft [Jade an aerial reconnnissance flight of Han 
San Cha Island. 

Two aircraft lifted 3200 pounds of cargo fran the LPH-5 -+:;,1 
coordinates ZG155976. 

Two aircraft lifted two Marine non-conbat casualties fro; 
coordinates AU8350~C to the LPH-5. 

29 April: T"TO aircraft perforr.1ed the following nissions: A 1',' . 
of 2000 pounds of cargo fron the LPH-5 to c)ordinates ZD82205J.i 
a lift of 1100 p:mnds of cargo fran the LPH-5 to ZD832049; a l~.ft: 
of 250 pounds of ca:r:go and seV8n passengers froo la.."'1ding zone 
Eagle to ZD832047; 1',:1.:1 the evacuation of one lviarine casualty 
froD landing zone Je,;;le to the LPH-5. 

Two aircraft ev~cuated a Marine HIA frOi] the LPH-5 to U~0 
USN Hospital ship REPOSEo 

Two aircraft perforLled the following nissions: A lift ,£ 
2300 pounds of cargo fron the LPH-5 to coordinates ZD202016~ J 
lift of two Marine sasualties fr:Jn Au822052 to landing ZJn: 
Eagle; a lift of 22CO pounds of cargo fr:m the LPH-5 to AU8::-, :)44~ 
and a lift of one Harine non-casualty froD AU843044 to landi:', ~ 
zone Eagle. 

Two aircraft liftod 4850 pounds of cargo fron the LPH-5 to 
landing zone Eagle and three passengers froLl the LPH-5 to co­
ordinates ZD155975. 

Two nircraft lifted eleven passengers frocl Innding zone 
Eagle to Phu Loco 

Twelve aircraft acconpanied by two squadr·Jn TJ:.C(A) 2.ircraft 
lifted "Gil conpany 1/5 (265 troops and 2650 pounds of cargo)froo 
landing zone lliiwk to landing zono Redbird. The sanG aircraft 
carried one Marine non-coobat casualty froD landing zone Hmik 
to landing zone Eaglo e Two F8E h01icopter escort aircraft ex­
pended 250 rounds of 20nJ:1 on SLF objective 5 following the troop 
lift. 

Two aircraft lifted one ~1arine KIA and tl{O Mnrine VJIA fran 
coordinates il.U827063 to the LPH-5. Eneny Clutor:ntic weapons fire 
was (incountered at coordin3.tes AU833075 and AU825058. There 1-inS 
no battle danage. 

Two aircrc.ft lifted El Harine non-conbat 
WIA froD coordinates 1~u825055 to the LPH-5. 
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Four aircraft piJrfornod the follm.ring ,lissions~ A lift of 
two passengers froD the LPH .... 5 to Phu Loc; a lift of 100 troops 
and 13,000 pounds of carGo frorl landing zono Ee.gle to the LPH-5; 
and a lift of four Harino KIA and fourteen Marine HIll. frOG co­
ordinates AU828073 to LPH-5.. EnerJY s1".12.1l Qr:.~s fire vlaS Gl1count~ 
ercd at coordinates AU828073 and one aircraft received a slJ.2,11 
caljber round in the aft fuel cell. 

Five aircraft lifted "D" conpany 1/5 (192 troops) froD 
coordinates L.u803033 to AU83204-8. 

1(- A3'ril: TvlO aircf'':'.ft lifted 4-600 pounds of cargo, froD the 
LPH- to coordinati"'>;'3 il.U839051f and one Marine rIA fr'.::u landinG 
zone Eagle to tho 1PH-5" 

Two aircraft pC'!'forned the following :lissi.ons: L. lift of 
5700 pounds of cargc' fro~.l tho LPH-5 to coordir.:~ltes AU83001.!-8; a 
lift of six troops ':' ,d c:d.ght passengers fr,)J] LU830048 to lo.nc1ing 
zone Eagle; and a :::j./t of two Harine non-c:Jnbnt casualties fr~)f.l 
landing zone Engle to the LPH-5. 

One aircraft on a T",·l.C(A) 1:1is8ion directed an airstrik r: .t 
coordinates Au835078 and AU836017. Three 500 pounds of na~J: ~_..:.l 
bonbs were dropped and npproxinately 4-00 round.s of 20nn a1:1-
nunition vrere expended on the targets in the SLF objective:; :'..rGn 

Two aircr::tft lifted 1600 pounds of cargo fron the LPH-~ to 
landing zone E::tgle and 1700 p01l.."lds of cargo frOG the LPH-5 t.) 
coordinates Au822055. 

Two aircraft lifted one },farinG 1.1Itl. froD the LPH-5 to the 
USN Hospital ship REPOSE. 

Two Qircraft pcrforned the follm.n.ng nissi:ms: ii, lift of 
two passengers froLl the LPH-5 to the USB i.LAMO; [~ lift of t"lO 
passGngers fr::xl the LPH-5 to landing zone Redbird; a lift of 
1500 pounds of cargo frOLl the LPH-5 to landing zone Eagle; and 
a lift of throe passengers and one Marine VfL'l. froLl landinG z::;ne 
Eagle t:) the LPH-5o 

Three aircraft lifted 5650 pOlUlds of cargo fron th~; LPH-5 to 
landing zone Eagle and tvlGnty-three troops frJ~] coordinates 
AU8340Lr8 to the LPH-5. 

T\vo aircraft lifted 2200 pounds of carso fro;:l the LPH-5 
to coordinates 1~U817058 and one Marine nCJll-coGbat casu8.lty fron 
Au817058 to the LPH-5. 

Two aircraft lifted throe passengers frOD the LPH-5 to 
landing zone Eagle ':[nd returned to the LPH-5 with the three pas­
sengers and a Marine non-conba t ct::LsuCLlty. 
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\:j, ' ,,- " ~, '" - , 
TWo 'a-lrcro..ft on a resupply of III ... " coapcillY, lifted 2600 

pounds of cargo QIld seven passeng0rs fron tho LPH-5 to coord­
inates AU835062. Eneny smlll arns fire was receivod in the land­
ing zone and one aircraft was struck in the tC'l.il pylon by 0.. light 
calib or rOUL"ld. 

Two a.ircraft lifted 11,2.00 pounds of ca.rgo fr:x:l the LPE;....5 to 
eoordinatos hU8l5065. 

Four a.ircro.ft porfor~ed the following nissi:Jns~ L lift 
3000 pounds of c:~:: ::'~) froG the LPH-5 to lc:mdinE; zone Eaglo9 a 
~Lift of 3100 pound~" "'( ":':}rgo froG the LPH- 5 to coo:;:,:l,~.na tc;s 
AU832063 nnd a lift ')f four HarinG vJIf~ fron A"'J~:32063 to the LPL 

TvJO aircraft lifted a. Marine WIl.. fron coordinates Au835060 
to tho LPH-5o 

1 Nq,x: Two aircraf" lifted 8310 puunds of cal~go and thirty­
seV811 passengers f1 :>1., the LPH-5 to, IG.ndin::; zone EaGIG. 

One aircraft lifted 5400 pounds of car;::;o and two lJQSser~'~ers 
froD the LPH-5 to landing zone Eagle. 

TvlO aircro.ft lifted 6000 pounds:)1' cargo fr:JLl tho LPE--' 
to landing zone Eagle. 

One aircraft lifted t1"O ptlssencers fron tho LPH-5 to Pr", __ Loc. 

Four aircrilft lifted eiehty-ti\ro tr:)ops froG lo.nding zone 
Engle to the LPH-5. 

Two aircrnft lifted four tro:;ps and 300 pounds of careo froLl 
the LPH-5 to landing zone Eagle. 

T,'-1o aircraft lifted 10,000 pounds of annuni tion froLl the 
LPE-5 to lnnding zone Eagle and three passengers frou coodiniltos 
AU836068 to 1~U822050tl 

Two aircraft perfJrnod the followinG nissi·Jns; t. lift of 
seven Marino KIL. fron the LPH-5 to lie" r1ec1 2, t; Danang; a lift of 
ntJno passengers fron "CII Mod to tho LPH-5; a lift of 16 Marine 
vHf .. fron the LPH-5 to the USN Hospital ship REPOSE .. 

Two aircraft lifted one l-ic,rine n~:m-coDbat· casualty fran 
~1j6~a::tnutes AU835065 to the LPH-5. 

Two aircraft lifted thirty-five LRVN pRss8ngers fron tho 
LPH-5 to Phu Loc ilnd one l:.RVN' n'Jn-coubo.t casualty fro!:l Phu Loc 
to Phu Bai. 

Twelve aircraft acconpo.nied by a squadron Ti~C(;.) CLircraft 
retracted 111.", nell and H&HS dOr:J.panies (502 troops n...'1.d 33lt5 pounds 
of cargo) froD coordinates L.U802050, ZD178065 and White Beo..cl:. 
EnerlY snaIl arns fire was encountored at ooordinates L.U8482~ 

(\t;t;}~U ~~i 1\ 
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and Ii.U828061. There \v11S no battle dllL1ag 8. The r8trc:.cti.::m ilns 
delayed while "L." cOLlpany noved to Ct Gore S0cure pick up zone 
a.nd while fixed ".ring aircraft vIere c.::lled in to suppress the 
ener.1Y fire. The TJ~O Ud Ctircraft cliroctod air strikes c'n co­
ordinates 11U828806, 1~U82805l;. and ZD175059 to suppress the enGuy 
firo during the retre:.ctions. The T1;,0(1 ... ) aircraft rewained '~:n 
station until all troops had be~~ ~nthc~awn froQ the objective 
area. 

NOTE; Landing Zone Coordinates as follows: 
Eag~o ZDl75065 
Ha1Ni~ ZD135007 
Oro!,\}" 20137974 
Redbird AU8380l;.5 
White Beach ZD175065 
Retraction "1.. 11 & 110" Co.,' s 1~u822050 
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OPERATIONAL ANJ,LYSIS - Operation "OS~~GE" 

1 ~ ITEM: Tactical Air Observer/Tactical Air Controller (.Airborne) 

"CON~1ENT: Throughout "OSAGE" the lack of support for TAC(1I.) 
hampered airborne control of aircraft in the objective area. 'J'h.0/ 
TAC(A) support was sporadic, dependent on other commitments of VMO. 
In addition" pilots entering the AO], as Ti\.O/T,i.C(1i.) were not "read 
into" the operational scheme cf manuever or dispositions a: fririndly 
units. Although the organic j-ll''1H CBrt provide aircraft to' function 
in the role of TAO/T,'l.C(A) in an "emergency", this practice should 
not become routine for two reasons: 

a. UH-J4D I S are nc:-, ":"nf:; f';ured for direct fire sl.!['~)Jrt of ground 
troops. 

b. The use of transpvrt helicopters for this mission deprives the 
SLF of its full transport helicopter lift potential. 

RECONMENDj~TIOH : 
a. That a minimum of two (2) UI-I-1E helicopters be acquired by the 

SLF for temporary use for the duration of any operation. These air­
craft to remain aboard throughout the operation so that they lllay al­
ways be readily available; and so that their crews may continually" be 
apprised of the tactical situation ashore. In the Tii.O/T.,e(1\.) rol'.~, 

'one (1) armed UH-1E escorted by an H-34 may be employed to preclude 
over-utilization. 

b. That the Forward Air Controllers of the BLT direct close air 
support aircraft in their areas of responsibility when possible. The 
FAC usually has a better perspective of the ground situation, direction 
and source of en~ fire, etc., than has an airborne controller/ob­
server, nevlly arrived on station. 

2. ITEM: Close Air Support and Landing Zone Preparation 

CONi.vlENT: 
a. During the initial helicopter landing in HLZ CROvI, planned 

fixed wing air preparation of the landing zone was omitted due to 
late arrival of the attack aircraft. 

b. During the retraction phase, there was no fix,;d '\fling air on 
station for coverage of the pick up zones. e,iS aircraft were called 
for and arrived 25 minutes after the retractions commenced. 

,idditionally, during retrn.ction, there were several occasions 
when no relief was available for Cii.S aircraft on station. The re­
sultant gaps in air cover durll1g the retraction from the beach cre­
ated a precarious situation not easily covered by other supporting 
arms. 

RECOIvlMEND.!l.TION: 
a. Landing Zone preparation should be utilized whenever possible, 

particularly when high ground corrrrnands the area of the 1:::.n(li!'!i.~ zone. 
This preparation may consist of a amoke cover of the high ground if 
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b. That CAS aircraft be maintained on station throughout the 
retraction phase of an operation. 

3. ITID1: Helicopter I1ission Requests 

COMHENT: During Operation "OSAGE" Helicopter mission requests 
came to the squadron from three different sources, Battalion, Tac 
Lug, Tf.CRON and HOC. In some cases requests were made from one 
source without the knowledge of either of the other agencies or, 
subsequently, pr~nary flight control. In handlh1g requests from three 
separate agencies, the squadron Operations Duty Officer is unable 
to assign priorities an'). is l:~.l.able to intellig\.mtly coordinate the 
different missions to 1.~e hardLed. This results in duplication of 
effort, poor utilization of aircraft and lack of mission coordinatiun 
by the Helicopter Direction Center. NVfIP 22-6(A), Ship tv Shore 
Novement (U), (chapter 9, paragraphs 932, 940 and 941) outlines the 
procedureil. All the requests are eventually prucessed thruugh HDC. 
This is the single agency through which the helicopter unit should 
receive instructions. 

IillCOM11ENDiSION: That procedures outlined in NWIP 22 Ct.) be ut­
ilized. 

4. I~: Helicopter resupply in Rough Terrain Areas 

COMMENT: During 1I0SAGEII it became necessary to resupply el.:;nents 
of the landing force in extremely rugged, heavily wooded terrain. In 
most of these areas there were few adequate helicopter lundli1g zones. 
The hydraulic rescue hoist 'I.ao: utilized- oL 's~vcral occasions- to s~ . 
plies to the hard pressed troops on the ground .. mile hovering clear of 
all obstacles. These necessary resupply miSSions, under severe oper­
ating conditions, aggravated by crew fatigue, cranted an atmosphere in 
vlhich two aircraft accidents occurred. 

RECOMt>iENDATION: 
a. During operations requiring the hover/rescue hoist resupply 

technique, it is advisable to greatly reduce allowable maximum gross 
weights (hence cargu payloD.d) if the combat situati0n permits. 

b. The use of the external cargo hook in conjunction with a long 
sling (dependent on the height of obstacles) is preferred because of 
shorter hovering time required to deliver a given cargo load. In 
areas of rugged terrain at higher elevations and/or with higher aLiliient 
temperatures, the TAC/LOG and Combat Cargo personnel should be advised 
that smaller packaged loads (for externals) must be prepared .. 

5. ~: Reports 
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COlVj}lENT~ On a daily basis, the squadron Operations Office 
submits the following reports: 

a. SITREP - to eTG 79.5 every six hours (less early morning) .• 
b. Daily Swmnary of Flight Operations to eTG 76.5 due at 1900. 
c. TACRON Daily Sunmary of Air Operations to SACe due at 1900. 

Al1 of the above reports are sirailiar with slightly varied formats, 
but containing the same statistical inforumtion. 

H.ECOIvIMENDATION: That the squadron be permitted tu submit one 
comprehensive daily rep·~ct w:i. i)) adequate copies for distribution to 
eTG 76.5, CTG 79.5, SACe; 1 ffi)e; ,l.nd files at completion uf daily flight 
operations. 

3 
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L~ SEC Rt. \'TATISTICAL SlJMlIARY Or¥IATl"n "OSAGE'~ 
SECRET 

DATE SORTIES TROOPS TONS CARGO 
27 Apr 324 705 12 
28 Apr 255 236 19* 
29 Apr 365 598 14 
30 Apr 136 37 21 
1 May 179 88 35 
2 May 203 ~ 2 

1,462 2,1 103* 

~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

HOURS 
71 !Off' 
00 0 1 
60 .. 9 
29,,3 
4804 
1~ 

32702 

S6r~vOJA12666 
6 ~"iJ¥ 1966 

rvlED-EV A.S: 
---29-'" 

37 
40 
'14 
23 

1 
144-

~
/ \\ I " ) ,,~ .", . " . .-. 

j L / ( \u 1/' ,\ .- ,:,' , 
~ .=J i: 1)\ I L ! '\...;! I:i . 11\ II ~ i 

~. , ;~7 '::, ! 
SECRET . '. . I. 

Enclosure (3) 


