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1. ~~: ORGANIZATIONM . JATA 

a. Commander & Statt 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 

(7) 
(8) 

Commanding Oft' ""'_~"~ - - - --LtCol D. i.. SC1ilm'i;1::t.LE 
Executive Off}·- .' "" - - - - Major t-i. ~'. I-IE.W'~X.:\ 
5-1 - - - - - . - - - - Major l-i. F.~. CABLE 
S-2 - - - - - .. .- - - - - - 1 ST LT G41 M. ANDRES 
5-3 .... - - - - "' ,..- - - - - MAJOR H. H. MICHg-::~I,S 
5-4 - - - - ..... -, .. ~ - - - - - Major J. 1:. KUTCHV.lfu:mK 1-13 ~Ja;..,. 

. Capto H. He BART~L 1 h-31 Nay 
l-iaintenance OLicer

f 
- - - - Cap!:.o R. r. J GLEASON 

Surety Officer ~ - - - - - - Capto C. to RIORD1~ 

b. TASK ORGANIZATION 
(1) 1 Mcq 1966 - 31 Mq 1966, MAG-13, 9th :;:.)J CTU 79.5.3 

(a) Location- USS PRINCETON 

c. Average Strength for Re~~ing Period 
(1) Officers- 52 (48NA - JAG - - 1 Nav,v) 
(2) Enlisted- 170 (167 ¥.arme - - 3 nav,y) 
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2. . PART 'NO, NARRATIVE SUjV~WlY 'JP SIGNIFICANT tlIG-HLIGHT5 FHOM 1 May 
1966 to 31 MaJr 1966. 

l·lAP. REF: AGC Nb 4.8-1 f 

1~: l'Jith epc)ratic:,-.ge in the tinal phase the G~,:mon new 
a total of fourteen [C':.," Lens. Eight ot these missions ''1ere ncnm. 
to resupply all' of thl: ~)attaliorls companies. Five administrative~p_. 
liaison flights were l:1";',e. 

On two Fled-Ewe miB',\:~'r.tnS seven fatally wounded U.5 0 t:iarines were 
withdrawr, from the ob:1.'.,,::t1ve area and. flown 1;.o::·he U":;'l,, Na''Y Hosp­
ital ships the USS n:c.;)!}3E. whicll was lo(;&.ted ix' Da Na...").g Ha:i:·~,~r. 
Sixteen ,..rounded ~Iar1n;;;3 we~e also evacuated allt:i, flown to the USS 
PRIl'lCGToN tor pre]jL1.:!.nary medical treatment J they were f'urt,her 
transferred by helicopter to the USS REPOSE. 

The largest tactical lift or the daf took 302 hours to complete 
and involved 4 aircraft. Eighty two ¥iarlnes \-/ere retracted, frOr 
AU065175 and flown to the USS PRINCETON. 

During the morning the .:3Upp4--s!.ip USS SACHA1:4ENTO rondezvoue 
with th • ..tmphibieus 'l'ualCl.J:l'ou.p.supplinl for the USS ilLl'J-IO as we: . 
as the USS PRINCETON were flown to the PRINCETON by two USS SAC~"._ 
I~mNTO CH-46 helicopters, From the flight deck of the PRINCETmT 

ave HMl-1-364 airoraft transported 58,322 lbs of stores to tl.e 
USS ALAMO LSD-33 .. in a ship to ship resupply effort. The total 
flight time for the dq was 31.7. 

2 l-iay: Operation Osage drew to a cla.e as twelve squadron a.ircraft 
effected a 410 man Marine helicopter retraction of com~ B + C 
from coordinates AU802050 and Z0178065. Simultaneously the remain­
ing 11arines ashore were withdrawn over l'rbite beach by amphil:10\\8 
landing craft. . 

rJhUe the helibome retraction was in progress sniper tire was 
received in the pick-up zone at coordinates AUS28061 and AU8280S4 • 

. The pick-up zone was promptly changed to a more seeure area. l{ean­
while I'bjor ~!licheels who had. been a.ssigned as tactical air con­
troUer airborne for the period ot the retraction directed close 
air support strikes on the targeto . FSil and f4Baircraft from HAG-
11 stationed at Da lIang air bas~ parlic1pated in dropp:l.ng several 
l~apalm bombs. They also delivered 20 mjJ]imeter cannon on the 
suspected target area. trlhile marking their target Najor Micheels 
aircraft received small arms tire but sustained no hitso 

Durjng the final phase of the beach withdrawal the Taotical Air 
Controller t~bome directed further air strikes on a. ridge line 
over-lOOldng v-lhite beach at coordinates ZD175059. '!his action was 
undertaken as.; percautionary nove to discourage further ha.rra.ssm.ente 

.cOl&,n~Hlf) r~rrn,it U,· 
2 46iJE mUdli? 
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3 1vjq: Vl1th all the SQ.Uadlron aircraft aboard and during the early morn­
ing hOur's the USS PRINCETON d"'l~ed the waters off the coast of Hile fiR, 
Bai where she had remained dux ;.'?g Opera:t-ion "OSAGEII!) The ship proceeded 
south along the coast t)f V~.e·', .• '"1 and by dq light was at. anc:h"r oft the 
coast near the Chu I.e':;. Nari:." ,;:03.' 

4. - ~ • May: Flew yariou.;- .ministration and.liai~, ,;). flights from "liT e 
US:3 Pr.tnceton which r~:B.n"ef, ' .':.1' ~ ~ oJ: Sou't,h rietnam in the Vi.cinit:, 

., 

of '~he ChuLai'~jarine compla.-. During ~his time the 1st Battalion 5th • 
Marine!? was off loaded and r~! Hined at C!mLai. e 
9 Hay: On 9 }fay at 0300'hou' ,'; the Princeton departed :or vJhite Beach 
Okinawa. for the purpose of e:')arking a new Battalion Landing Tenm, the 
3rd :Bat~alionJ5thl'1arine Reg~cnt. ' . 

lO l~y:, No flights wer~ flown during 10 May. 
.',. ( 

°t ' ... 

11 Ihy: ' While the ship was under way, at 1430 hours ;20 squadron aircr:<'t 
tool. off from the Princoton and flew 67 miles to HeAF FutG1l1a, Okina\,la'. Be·· 
foro departing on' cQur.se the squadron leader LtCol. D. A. Smilll1VIIJ...E 
conducted a formation fly.:-over the ship. During th~ :ltay at Okinawa, ,;in­
clement' wfjatherproducad by'the southwest monsoon per:.od necessito.ted, a 
sev:t:re cur~ailm(;:nt, of flying' operations. ' 

12 !fat; . One aircraf:l; which su~~eeded in getting airborne was forced 
to make an unscheduled landing ill the vicinity' of KadEma Air Force Base. . ' 

" . 
13 }hy: ' The squadron re-embarked the aircraft aboard the Princeton~ 

14 lvay:' The 3rd Battalion 5thIM.nr:mes h~d completed lctading aboard 
Amphibious Group 3. 

Departure for Subic Bay in the Phillj:>pines Islanc,s oeeured on this datfj" 

15-20 May: Amphibious Group Three ~ercli:.aed· storm evasion procedures. 
,Tro}:ical stormIRNA had turned into a typhoon which 'even~ passed over 
Mindoro Island and adversely influenced theweathor over a large area in­
cluding Manila and Subic Bay. 

21-22 May: Alnphibious G:;-oup 3 arrived .in Subic Bay but the after effects 
of typhoon IRMA continued to bring' heavy ·,ra.ins and prEvented any flying 
operations on this.day. ' 

23 M\\y: Elements of: the 3rd battalion SthMarines conducted a comb:ined 
assa~t across Green Beach ,in Subic Bay with 'a s£multaneous vertical 

envelopment at landing zone Swan at coordinates ~!9t~~JillH¥Yi5:lHTHA i; 
,'-<. ',' CSrTWWnp , ,~~ 
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The operation was conducted in rehearsal for operation Hilltop V. 
At 0800 ten squadron aircraft too~ off from the USS Princeton and landed 
245 troops of 1 and M companies at LZ Swan at 0815. The entire lift took 
one hour and twelve minutes. A complete tactical retraction was conducted 
short~ there after to the USS Pr~~eton. 

24 May: At exact~ 1300 hours in the afternoon the USS i,Princeton together 
with llJl1phibious Group 3 departed Subic Bay; it t S ,destination was a position 
off the coast of Mindoro Island in the vicinity o£ the city of San Jose; 
it I S mission, to conduct tra'>dng excercise "Operation Hilltop V. II 

25 May: At H Hour, 0800 hou' 3 1 Operation Hilltop V comtlenced when K and 
I rifle companies of the 3rd battalion 5th Harines made an assault across 
Red Beach. At 0810 heliborne troops comprised of L ru~ M rifle cumpanies 
commenced a vertical envelop8ment when they landed at coordinates TP931747 
which was designated landing zone Sparrow. 

, A total of 611 troops a;~j 3650 pounds of cargo were lifted into the 
landing zone in two huurs an-.l eighteen Iilinutes by sixt,fjen helicopters. 

Low visibility and heavy rains curtailed flight operations in tht:') 
afternoon, however the squadron accunlulated '~a4 hours, carried 17,955 
pounds of cargo along with 611 troops and 73 passengers. 

26 May: Two aircraft performed the following missions: A lift of 220C 
pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to landing zone Sparrow; a lift of 2200 
pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to coordinates TP89975lj and an air search 
for fourdisoricntffd Marines in the vicinity of TF932762, two of the 
Marines were found by the search aircraft. 

Two aircraft lifted 3000 pounds of cergo and fifteen troops from 
the 1T'H-5 to coordinates TP930762 (I company). 

Three aircraft lifted thirty observers and civilian dignitaries from 
San Jose to the LPH-5 ~d later returned them to San Jose. One of the air­
craft lifted 200 pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to coordinates TF934762 
(I company) and returned to the ship with five operational casualties. 
(non-cornbat illness) from TP930760 and 932765. ; t 

Two aircraft lifted 1360 pOunBS of cargo and twenty~three passengers 
from the LPH-5 to coordinates TP935720 (1 company). : 

Six aircraft lifted 186 troops of the provisional rifle comp:"!.ny fNm 
the &.-m Jose airstrip to coordinates TP933762 (LZ Cardinal). 

Two aircraIt lifted 1945 pounds of cargo from the LPB-5 to coordinates 
TP960750 and TP984790 in support of M company. The aircraft returned to the 
ship with a simulated Marine KDl from coordinates TP984790. 

Two aircraft lifted 1350 pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to coordinates 
TP900760 (K company) anJ two passengers frum TP934762 to TP933762 (I company) 

Two aircraft lifted a simulated Cholera patient from Bed Beach to " 
the LfU-5 and three passengers from coordinates TF9.34762 (3/5 CP) to the 
following locations: TP901769, TP942717, and TP960750, (K, I, M cuopanies). 

27 May: One aircraft made a night med-evac of Marine WIA from coordinates 
TP960750 to the },},]~~~""'cellent vectering by the fIDe uncl a fine job 

.':'" ' <" .• oi_lightine '0£ the, zone, added greatly to the success of the mission. 
Ei~ht aircraft were utilized to retract the heli-lifted units from 

..... '~" • ,0 ~~~J'alcon and Cardinal. Six aircraft began the tactical withdrawl of 

o· (eOHfllHJ)~dhi. 
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supporting units from LZ Cardinal at 0910H. At 11)10 1ji."0 aircraft joined 
the flight to lift the HOWTlll1S. At the completion of Cardinal lift, the 
flight began the withdrawal o'.)f }II company from LZ Falcon (This was a very 
smooth, swift evelution). At 1230 a TAO aircraft, picked up CO 3/5 to 
provide command control of ti'le final phases of thl~ ret:~action. At 123.5 
the retraction of L company from LZ Cardinal cOnJm1mcecl. The lift was 
completed at about 1350. 

One aircraft lifted 200 pounds of cargo e.nd four passengers from th~' 
LPH-5 to San Jose and later ;:'eturned the passengel~s to the 'LPH"~r:::=~ 

28 Mayc All squadron aircrr. -:t departed the USS I'rincet,on at 0630' arid. 
flew to NAS Cubi Point. 

Four aircraft flew an [;.dninistrative flight to '~~!mila. 

29 May: ,The LPH-5 WclS still in port. 'A 
Several aircraft stood by all day to make rims:() Manila and Baguio .. 

30 May: 12 aircraft stood 1..7 all day. 2 aircraft f'lew an administration/ 
passenger hop to Baguio. 2 aircragt flew an 03.dminisi:.rati ve run to Mri~la 
and returned. 

31 ~y: 8 aircraft stoodby for a personnel/admin run to Baguio and ~':~:lliJ..a, 
however only-2 aircraft actua1Jy were utilized on each run. 

Three squadron aircraft also flew training fl:)PS :in the local art:l:" 
which included instrument work" rough area landing practice and auto-
rotations. ' 

,c.~~~tfi~~;-" ~. ~ 

.. 

CANEWlfNTTI: I .... 
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MARINE MEDIUl-1 HELICOPTER SQUflDRON 364 
Marine Aircraft Group 13 

9th Narine Amphibious Brigade 
FPO San Francisco, 96601 

Commanding Officer 
Commander; Task Group 79.5 

Subj: After Action Report" Operation "HILLTOP_V" 

Ret: eTG 79.5 OP Order :330-66 

Enel: (l),vNarrative Summary-Operation If Hilltop-V" 
(2) .... Operationnl Problems-Operation IIHilltop-V" 
(3) .... Statistical Summary-Operation IIHilltop-V" 

-. 
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1. In accordance with refeNnce 
submitted. 

(a) enclosur€8(l), (2), and (3) are 

~/.t/;i.{J~ 4!t1 J1UifEELs 
By direction 

;:c·.·r·~=:~n.~":D .r~·,· 3 'r~.t~ lf~~~~V~tLS; 

c' ~,-;_,L::':":: ;",:T:::,; 12 Y~ArrS 
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, 2,3 M9.y: In prepg.ration for Operation "Hilltopll V, £1 rehearsal troop lift 
of L and M companies ~s conducted at Subic Buy nnd twd V(;l Squadron air­
craft lifted 390 troops from the Lf'H-S to coordinates SS996404. Upon oomple­
tion of the insertion, n retraction ot the troops was accomplished. The 
Itquildron provided a tJl.C(A)a.1rcratt and one a.ircra.ft for SAR both the initial 
llli',and the retraction. 

25 May: Operation "Hillt~p" V c~enced when six;te~n aircraft lifted L 
and M companies and a cOlIlllJalld group (6il. troops and 3659 pounds ot cargo) 
from the LPH-5 to TP933745 (LZ Sparrow ) rive miles North of the city of 
San Jose, ~tind.oro~ Republic of the Philippines. Two additi<.mal aircraft 
were utilized for TAe(A) a.ncl SAR purposes. Durill8~: resupply of the Porce 
recon aggressor troops, the same two aircraft lifted 335 pounds of cargo 
to coordinates TP878678 and TP934754. 

One aircraft lifted 1000 pounds of cargo from the' Lm ... , to landing 
zone Sparrow and eight passengers from LPH-5 to Hed Beach (TPS606S0). ' 

Four aircraft lifted twenty-six Filipinu officer observers from LZ 
Sparrow to the LPH-5 and later returned them to the San Jose airstrip. 

Two aircraft lifted thirteen passengers from the LPH-5 to landing 
zone Sparrow and later returned., them to the LPH-5. 

Two aircraft littEl<il ,3000 pounds of cargo from landing zone Spar:tow 
to coordinates TI'944793 in support of L company and 900 pounds vf cargo 
and three passengers trom Red Beach to the LPH-5. 

Four aircraft performed the following missions: A lift of 1800 
pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to qoordinates TP919765 in support of L 
company' a lift of 1800 pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to TP960750 (M 
compatV) j and a lift of 3605 pounds of (:argo I'rom the LI'H-5 to lled Beath., 

26 M9.y: '1Wo aircraft performed the following missi0ns: II. lift of 2200 
pounds ot cargo from the LPH-5 to landi.ntL zone Sparrow; a lift of 2200 
pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to coordinates TPS99751j and an air search 
for fourcitsoril.Xltoo. M:l.rines in the vicinity of TP932762. TWo of the Marines 
were found by the search aircraft. 

Two aircraft lifted 3000· pounds of cargo and .fifteen troops from the 
LPH-5 to coordinates TP930762, (I company). 

Three aircraft ,lUteEl thirty observers and civil:i£n dignitaries from 
San Jose to the LPH-S arnt later returned them to San Jose. One of the air­
craft lifted 200 pounds ot cargQ from the LPH-5 to coordinates TP934762 
(I company) and returned to the ship with five operational casuSl'tit~ 
(non-combat illness) from T1'930760 and 932765. 

T\10 aircraft lifted l360 pounds at cargo and twenty-three passengers 
from the LPH-; to eoortliMtes TP935720 (L company) ~ 

Six aircraft lift", ... l~ troops -of the provisi..->nal. r1ne company from 
the San Jose airstrip to coordinates TP933762 (U Cardinal). 

Two aircraft lifted 1945 pounds ~f cargo from the LPH-5 to coordinates 
TP960750 and TP984790 in support of 111 cump;lny. The aircraft returned to the 
ship with a simulated Marine 'KIA from coordinates TP984790. 

Tw aircraft.,llfted 1:350 pounds ot cargo from. the LPH-5 to coordinates 
TF900700 (K company) and two passengers from TP93416;~)r#1~J.=rt.EW~ ~iiij!i1tW}. 
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Two aircraft lifted a simulated Cholera patient :l~ ~~ Beach to 
the LPH-5 :m.d three passengers from coordinatcis TP934'762 (3/5 CP) to the 
foJ.:Lowing locations: TP90l769" TP9427l7J~d TP960750, (K; I" lYI cC1'lpmUes) .. 

27 Ha.y: One aircraft macle a night med-evac of ~Iarin6 vfJ:h from coordinates 
TP9/;0750 to the LPH-5. Excellent vectoring by thvT HDG and a. fine job of 
lighting of the zone, addecl Greatly to the success of the cission. 

Eight, aircra1"t were utilized to retract the heli·-lifted units .f~rom 
LZ'II Falcon an.d Cardinal. Six aircraft began the tac-~ica::" withdrawal of 
supporting units from LZ CarUinal at 0910H. At 1010 '~wo aircraft joined 
the flight to lift the HOWTARS. At the completion of Cardinal lif+,:, the 
flight began the withdrawal of M company from LZ Falcon (tr,is was a very 
smooth, swift evolution). At 1230 a TAO aircraft p1::ked u.p CO 3/5 to 
provide command. ~ontrol of the final Fhases of the re';.raction. At 1235 
the retraction of L cvmpany from LZ Cardinal corrmenced. 'The lin, was complut,. 
ed at about 1350... e 

One aircraft lifted 200 pounds _of iar~o and four Passengers from the 
LPH··5 to San Jose and later returned' the' ~assengers t<) the LFH-5. 
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OPERATIONII.L PROBLEHS - Operation IHilltop"_V 

1. Item: Ground - Air Communications 

• Ser: 00.3B~66 
1 June 1966~ 

Comments: a. Two assigned company tactical FM frequencies loJ'ere out of 
the FM frequency spectrum of -the equipment installed in the UH-34D (the 
highest FM frequency available is 51.9 Meg.).. 

- : b. There was a considerable amvuntof difficulty with air -
. 'ground communications. Stations were either not on the air, not on pre­

_ brief~ frequency or unable to corrununicate due to failures in equipment. 

Recommendations: a.. That considerable attention be devoted to solution 
of the problem of dispa:rity between the FRC-lO and the radio equipment 
installed in the UH-34D. " 

b. That.!1rm prebriefed frequencies be utilized to in­
sure radio control of helicopters assigned missions with"ground units. 

c. That the Battalion lILO/FIlC act as controller/co­
ordinator of resupply, med-evacs and administrative helicopters, when pos­
sible" to insure positive control. The Battalion ALO/FAG can "hendl! the 
flight off to the company concerned for terminal control. "This system 
would permit screening by Battalion of all support missions,and would 
provide reliable PRG-4l (UHF) and PEG-lO (FI1) radio availability. In ad­
dition the Battalion can immediately unscramble confused frags, incorrect 
coordinates, etc. This system has proven quite effecti~e,in combat. 

2. Item: Landing Zone Selection" Marking and Control of Helicopters. 

Comment: Landing zone selection varied from outstanding to poor., 
In SOLle cases, terrain and winds created an~soluable situation for selec­
tion of a zone. Over<ealour HST teams created some co¢'usion early in the 
operation with strange arrays of panels, interminable radio' checks and 
some" over control by HST members. It was necessary to abandon combat tech­
niques due to low clOUds, visibility and lack of radio control and/or m.ark­
ing of zones by smok' or mirrors. Pilots were required to search for zones 
at 500 feet above the eround or less. This could not be done safely in 
combat. 

During the ni8ht med-evacuation on D+2, the HST team and radio operators 
of M company performed in an excellent manner toli5ht the zone and control 
the inbound helicopter. In-general, HST/landing zone control durin6 the 
retraction was excellent. In most cases the aircraft required minimum 
ground time to load troops and equipment. 

Recommendation: a. That the ·u~~ of smoke Grenades be permitted in future 
operations to achieve desired realism and permit helicopters to operate at 
the optimwn altitudes (2000 1 - 3000 1 ) for combat o}.-'€rations. 

b~ That pOSitive rhdio contact be made a prerequisite for 
helicopter support operations. 

c. That helicopter landing zones,: be kept clear of troops, 
gear and indigQIlOUS personnel for the sake' of safety. 

~ ( '. . 
,- -, 

.... ..;,...,., 
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" , 
CoIll1l1ent: a.During/the .oper~t,1dn there were seve:ral o:cca~..ons of the 
following: . '. ... . 

. . ,1. 'Wrong16ads ! .', 

2. Inco.rrect or inaccura,te eoordiIlates of, ground unit to be re­
supplied. 

3. No intol1Mtion regarding eallsign and/or radio frequenl~y of 
. unit to be resupplied. 

,. 

4. Duplication of frags in that on arri""al 'lt destination,. pil.Qt 
was informed that the unit had previouslr be~n resuppJ.:Led. 

Recommendation: a. That a Battalion 5-3 representative be made ava:tl3ble 
to ~rAc/LOG to keep pace of the movement ashore to preclude grossly incorrect 
coo:xlinate~ and. briefings from reaching HOC or Ready Room. 

"b •. That a chit be used on the flight deck to confinn the 
f:ollowing:' .. ,' .' .' '., ': ..... ~ ... ~, ~.': f':"':~'~:'('::~' 

; ,; 't'".,:.;, .. ,.~ .cl. :I1nJ.t .'o.'~.ba *,.esupPll1eU.~"t;"'; x ,. '''l " ".J. " . ~~.,. y L. \ . 
. . ' ::. '. '2""Ca~ ~iBi:' . . '. ',.' . ~.:;,~:~J.; .. y:~';'~;:";:~;::;:; .. ~~~t:~~ 

. ,;;1H ; (:: , ;'t."1.';,t.311t'''Radl!10.:.e1'~U;enl'!y .J;:"i1:~. r~i e'!'·'l.~ .. ·~\U, t~,<c·: .. ~:I> '~".l.t:~. . ... 
pJ ; :1r;':.~4.1'- .1;.dcata.onJ:v·, ".i.' l" ~!, .~ ',\ Li .v\:; ,. ",~J .•. 1 .. ' .. _1 .,to"..!' t...... J. i' .' ~ ~ -,. "I"..." , '" ... .. .. > ':.'~' 

,".- .:...;.~ CompOsftion of load ",' .'.'. ,": . ..:., '. :. '. " . .' . 
. , ,r'h.\t h.; i: i\-LG .. ,· Renil::tl'Rr.t~Qun1t ·1on~~tn.'e',rii#"liltj ~t'c~}:" ,~&U1' .. i: ,a: .. ::i'.!.' ,;) :",'1'; :~'::.:~ : 

:I-~F'~!l:~~~ ,:,[":':~'1.~,, o.m'll"l&1S{"seVerttlrl1"esllfjp1Y'lrr~~eiAijnes '6ei podlud tJ(f;:tiimiIle 
best effective and efficient use of resupply aircraft. 

d. That TAC/lf)G reconfirm long standin~ requests to determine 
if the requirement still exists and to confirm unit I S location ... 

. , '.. e. That the policy of "no contact (ra:lio and visual) no 
resupply". be adopted during routine missions during operations of this sort • 

. 4. ::tem.! Helicopter Ueq.liests 
~" . 

ComIlerit: a .. DUri.ne the operation, there were numer0us "pop Upll helicopter 
requests for priority ASAP missions which in reality could have been pre- A 
schoduled. W' 

p_ Several ~ttempts were made by TAC/LOG fli5ht deck personnel, 
lancling zone control (consequence Sparrow) and ground. uni:' personnel to 
diSpat.ch helicopters hither and yoD on "missions of c:mvience". 

Recommendation: a. 'l'hat maximum lead time be given roJ.tine helicopter mis­
sion request (ideal - 90 minutes) to permit thoughtful consideration and 
planning 0 f each mission. 

b. That personnel be reindoctrinated ~s to the operation 
of iihe helicopter control/request system with emphasis on the Battalion as 
th~ clearinglreques~ing agency. TAC/IbG of th~ proc.ir~e/coordinating 

.llr~~1i ~d ;l;lDC' .ot., t.hl.s '£ontroll~ ael~~. '~.. .... e~ , • ." 

.. ; .'. ,~~,."; ~. -. , f ", Y; 

..... ,... ~ ' .... ,~'! . . ~"'!.....f.: ':.>~,.:.1;.' .. :"·_. ;~:"">'. ~" .... 1.. "'~·.~I .,;.-.~: ~ .i, ::.: ':":" .. 

COllnent: The following arC;ll,tems; ·that were .found ,to be'unr,eal1stic during 
. ,.:It,he ]~l.ay of, the' pI'(!)'Qlem 'ili:regaWs~.ta· ·helicopter dper'1tidns i:;:: : .. , . 
:", •.. ,. ·a. Tl)e ~use ofl1)he,··U~':':'34D~a~ i8,; 'l'AO{A,iiQr 'TAO·'airOrttft'. ,,\ t, •. ,,' 

b. The iniWia.l helicq:p~er' strike, '\'.roo1'. lifts under low ceilings into 
a.n \lnprepa.red zone (simu.l8.te(i ~{!.val g1,U1fire ,was requested in the abse~c~=,.c9 
of GAS cover for beach prep but denied by SACC). '~F""~-'--"'" ,<=" , ,'. I ': , . : ',i\ -":> ., '. . r' " 

'; "C j{ }' ,; .• ~,o " . ·U··· 'e1i'21" 
\('\ ,)~' 1>,._ h '1 .. I~· ,~'h~ 1\ 
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c. TIiougli--r1el1copter control points and routt;lS we~~e eat'lblished .. they 
were not used af'ter the initial assault waV0 0 'nero ",ere nJ restrictive 
fire plans, no warnings of simulated firin8 or SAV,..,A-,Plane pronclUncem.ents. 

d. Routine resup~ and admin missions were r-~:.:., l->TEhout radio crmtrol 
(out of necessity) and under adverse weather conditivn,:" Fcrhaps cren'-::,ing 
false impressions of helicopter capabilities and vulnerability in CDmoat. 
The many courier and purely administrative missions flown would be L~­
feasible in combat. 

Iii!tw There were instances of prolonged delays in the landing 7.():Gf;S whi:!. 
ground unit personnel briefed the pilots or attempted to straiGhten ,ilt 2. 

confused situation. In combat the "sitting duck ll helicopter. assisJ
: ' the 

Viet Cong more than the friendlies. 

Hecommendation: a. That every effort be made to ~.nject realism into future 
Hilltop operations for the good of all participanjs. 

b. That all the elements of the amphibious team/system 
be employed as extens:ii1l,1;,~ as possible dtu·ing pra~tice exercises perhaps 
hy greater use of simulated fires, concentr!:1.-i:,ions and enenw anti-aircraft 
fires. 

EnCJ.O,JU!'O (2) 
.3 
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s £'ti'- miIDi' e '. 
Ser: 003B1.5~66 ,\,~,!,,, \Ii 4,.~ 
1 J\me 1966 ' :~ ~ '.m -1~i fA ~)l")~-'" 'e L·w-J !.. ". • '.,I..o,~ •• - \ ' , 

~ISTICAt SUMMiLilY - Operation "2!Ultop'~ 

Q£ru. l!Q!ffi§. SORTIES TROOPq ~ ~)""EV'1tCS 

23 17.3 116 390 

25 54.0 304 634 17,080 1 

26 32.6 la3 l87 16,405 12 

3L '8.0 ~ 11& 6,:)C>q ....L 
TOTALS: 141.9 844 1,S~ 39,,485 14 
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