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1. DPART ONE: ORGANIZATIONAD ATA

a. Commander & Staff S '
(1; Commanding Ofi "= = = = = «LtCodl D. L. SCMIRTTLLE

(2) EDxecutive Offi: = = = = = = Major M, <, NEEDTAN
(3) Sl @ m = e = « = = = Major W. F. CABLE

(4) SR m e w e e e e e 18T LT G, M. ANDRES
(5) Se3 @ =~ = = ew~a= MAJOR He Mo MICHEZLS

(6) Sl = ma == m- s« ==w= Major Jo }'o KUTCHMAAEK 1-13 May
. Capt. He Mo BARTEL 1431 May

(7) Maintenance Of:icer’ = = = = Capto Re i., GLEASON

(8) Safety Officer - = = = = = = Capto Co L[, RIORDAN

b, TASK ORGANIZATION -
(1) 1 May 1966 - 31 May 1966, MAG=13, 9th V3 CTU 79,543
(a) Location- USS PRINCETON :

c. Average Strength for Re rting Period
(13 Officers- fgm -1 Navy;
(2) Enlisted- 170 167 Marme - = 3 Navy
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. 2., -PART TWO: NARRATIVE SUMMARY o SIGNIFICANT HIGHLIGHTS FROM 1 Mar
- 1966 to 31 May 1966,

MAP REF: AGC Nu 48«16

1 May: With Operatics - e in the final phase the soiadron flew

a total of fourteen .. .icnse Light of these missions were flawm

to resupply all of the nattalions compan:Les. Five administrative =:v.

liaison flights were 1:sie,

. On two Med=Evac mis:icns gseven fatally wounded U,S, Marines were
withdrawr. from the obi::tive area and flown to the U.S, Navy Hosp-

ital ehip. the USS RE: rkm, vhich was located ir Da Nang Haroor.

Sixteen wounded Marin~s were also evacusted and flown to the USS

PRINCLTON for preliminary medical treatment, they were further

transferred by helicopter to the USS REFOSE,

The largest tactical 1lift of the day took 3.2 hours to complete
and involved 4 aireraite Eighty two Marines were retracted. fro:
AU065175 and flown to the USS FRINCETON,

During the morning the .supply sh.ip USSSACRAMENTO rendezvouc
with the Amphibieus TaskGroup.Supplies for the USS ALAMO as we. .
as the USS PRINCLTON were flown to the PRINCETON by two USS SACi..—
MENTO CH-46 helicopters, From the flight deck of the PRINCETON

five HMM=364 aircraft transported 58,322 1bs of stores to the
USS ALAMO ISD=33, in a ship to ship resupply effort. The total
flight time for the day was 31.7.

. 2 May: Operation Osage drew to a close as twelve squadron aircraft

' effected a 410 man Marine helicopter retraction of company B + C
from coordinates AU802050 and Z0178065. Simultaneously the remain-
ing iarines ashore were withdrawn over White beach by amphitious
landing craft,.

¥hile the heliborne retraction was in progress sniper fire was
received in the pick-up zone at coordinates AUS28061 and AUS28054.
"The plck-up zone was promptly changed to a more secure area., Mean-
while Major Micheels who had been assigned as tactical air cone
troller airborne for the peried of the retraction directed close
air support strikes on the targe...F8U and P,Baircraft from HAGe
11 stationed at Da lang alr base¢ participated in dropping several
Napalm bombs. They also delivered 20 millimeter cannon on the
suspected target area, While marking their target Major Micheels
aircraft received small arms fire but sustained no hits,

During the final phase of the beach withdrawal the Tactical Air
Controller Airborne directed further air strikes on a ridge line
over-looking ihite beach at coordinates ZD175059. This action was
undertaken as 2 percautionary move to discourage further han'aasmento
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3 May: With all the Squadron aireraft aboard and during the early morn-

ing hours the USS PRINCETON ﬂ;par'ted the waters off the coast of Hue Ihv
. Bai where she had remained during Operation "OSAGE", The ship proceeded

south along the coast of Vie: " and by day light was at anchfsr oft‘ the

coast near the Chu Lei Mari:. 3@

4 - 5 - Mey: Flew variovr ministration and liais: o flights from the
US55 Princeton which rectdnec  f the osbast ol South Vietnam in the vieimit:
of =he Chu Lai Marine comple. During this time the lst Battalion Sth

. Marines was off ]oaded and reained at Cbe Lai.

9 May: On 9 May at OBOO ‘hour thc Prinecton departed ‘or White Beach
Okinawa for the purpose of e urk:mg new Battalion Land:Lng Tea.m, the
3rd .Battalion, 5th ‘Marine Regiment. :

10 l{Ipy. . No fllghts were flown during 10 May.

11 I*Ia‘jr" While the ship was under way, at 1430 hours ’O squadron a:.rch ‘4
took off from the Princcton and flew 67 miles to MCAF Futema, Okinawa, Be-
fore departing on:course the sguadron leader LtCol. D. A. SOMERVILLE
corclucted a formation fly-over the ship. During the stay at Okinawa, jin-
clement weather produced by the southwest monsoon per:.od necessitated:a
severe curta:.lmunt of flying: operatlons. ’ '

12 Nay~ o One aircraft which suceeeded in gettlng airborne was forced
to make an unscheduled landing in the ncmlty of Kadena Air Force Base .

13 May: " The squadron ref-embarked ‘the aircraft aboard the Princeton.

lll.. May:- The 3rd Battallon Stthar:mes had completed loading aboard
Ampkibious Group 3.
Departure for Subic Bay in the Phllipplnes Islancs occured on this date.

15-20 May: - Amphibious Group Three exerpcised storm evasion procedures.
Trorical storm IRMA had turned into a typhoon which eventually passed over
. Mindoro Island and adversely influenced the weathcr over a lc.rg\, area in-
cluding Manila and Subic Bay.

2122 May. Amphibious Group 3 arrived in Subic Bay but the after effects
of typhoon IRMA continuéd to bring heavy ‘rains and prevented any flying
Operatlpns on this.day. _

23 May: Elements of the 3rd battalion 5th 'Marlné,s conducted a combined
assault across Creen Beach in Subic Bay with a simultaneous vertical
envelopment at landing zone Swan at coordinates % o P

L PN . o 2 A
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The operation was conducted in rehearsal for operation Hilltop V.
At 0800 ten squadron aircraft took off from the USS Princeton and landed
245 troops of L and M companies at LZ Swan at 08l5. The entire 1lift took
one hour and twelve minutes. A complete tactical retraction was conducted
shortly there after to the USS Princeton, e

24 May: At exactly 1300 hours in the afternoon the USS Prlnceton together
with Amphibiocus Group 3 departed Subic Bay; it's destination was a position
off the coast of Mindoro Island in the vicinity @f the city of San Jose;
itt's mission, to conduct trai-ing excercise "Operation Hilltop V."

25 May: At H Hour, 0800 hou' s, Operation Hilltop V commenced when K and
I rifle companies of the 3rd battalion 5th Marines made an assault across
Red Beach. At 0810 heliborne troops comprised of L and M rifle cumpanies
cormenced a vertical envelopement when they landed at coordinates TP931747
. which was designated landing zone Sparrow.

A total of 611 troops ani 3650 pounds of cargo were lifted into the
landing zone in two hours and eighteen minutes by sixteen helicopters.

Low visibility and heavy rains curtailed flight operations in the
afternoon, however the squadron accumulated 5l.4 hours, carried 17,955
pounds of cargo along with 611 troops and 73 passengers.

26 May: Two aircraft performed the following missions: A 1ift of 2200
pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to landing zone Sparrow; a 1ift of 2200
pounds of cargo from the LPHw5 to coordinates TP899751; and an air search
for fourdisoricnited Marines in the vicinity of TP932762, two of the
Marines were found by the search aircraft,

Two aircraft lifted 3000 pounds of cargo and fifteen troops from
the LIH=5 to coordinates TP930762 (I company).

Three aircraft lifted thirty observers and civilian dignitaries from
San Jose to the LPH~5 and later returned them to San Jose. One of the air-~
craft lifted 200 pounds of cargo from the LIH-5 to coordinates TF934762

. (I company) and returned to the ship with five Operatlunal casuplties,
(non=combat illness) from TP930760 and 932765.

Two aircraft lifted 1360 pounds of cargo and twanty—three passengers
from the LPH-5 to coordinates TP935720 (L company).

Six aircraft lifted 186 troops of the provisional rlfle company from
the Sen Jose airstrip to coordinates TP933762 (LZ Cardinzal).

Two aireraft lifted 1945 pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to coordinates
TP960T50 and TP984T790 in support of M company. The aircraft returned to the
ship with a simulated Marine KIA from coordinates TP984790.

Two aircraft lifted 1350 pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to coordinates
TP900760 (K company) and two passengers from TP934762 to TP933762 (I conpany)

Two aircraft lifted a simulated Cholera patient from Red Beach to N
the LFH~5 and three passengers from coordinates TP934762 (3/5 CP) to the
following locations: TP901769, TP942717, and TP960750, (K, I, M cumpanies),

27 May: One aircraft made a night med—evac of Marine WIA from coordinates
TPI60750 to the LPH;ﬁ*nm.xcellent vectering by the HDC and a fine jJob
, .o -0f lighting of the zone, added greatly to the success of the mission.
Eight aircraft were utilized to retract the heli-lifted units from
LZ1s Falcon and Cardinal. Six aireraft begen the tactlcal w1thdrawl of
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supporting units from L& Cardinal at 0910H, At 1010 fwo aircraft joined
the flight to 1ift the HOWTARS. At the completiou of Cardinal 1ift, the
flight began the withdrawal of M company from LZ FFalcon (This was a very
smooth, swift evelution). At 1230 a TAO dircraft picked up CO 3/5 to
provide cormand control of the final phases of the retraction. At 1235
the retraction of L comipany from LZ Cardinal commenced, The 1ift was
‘completed at about 1350,

One aircraft lifted 200 pounds of cargo end rour passengers from the
LPH-~5 to San Jose and later returned the passengens to the LPH-I” .o -

28 Maye All squadron aircre.’t departed the USS Irinceton at n630 and
flew to NAS Cubi Point,
Four aircraft flew an cdministrative £light to ‘!onila.

29 May: The LIMH-5 was still in port. ,
Several aircraft stood by all day to make runs o Manila and Baguio.

30 May: 12 aireraft stood | 7 all day. 2 aircraft fiew an admlnistratioq/
passenger hop to Baguio, 2 alrcravt flew an administrative run to Manila
and returned,

31 May: 8 aircraft stoodby for a personnel/admin run to Baguio and itnila,
however only -2 aircraft actually were utilized on each run.

" Three squadron aircraft also flew training nops in the local are:
which included instrument work, rough area landmg pract.:Lce and auto-~
rotations,

RN = PR ST )
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 344
Marine Aircraft Group 13
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

FPO San Francisco, 96601
03:HlMM:be
3120
Ser: 003B15266
1 June 1966

To: Commander, Task Group 79i5
Subj: After Action Report, Operation "HILLTOP-V*
Ref: CIG 79.5 OP Order 330-66

L

' Encl: (1)-Narrative Summary-Operation "Hilltop-Vt 3
(2)-Operational Problems-Operation "Hilltop=V" ~

(3)-Statistical Summary-Operation “Hilltop=V" b

Uy

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclosures (1), (2), and (3) are &
submitted. o *

By direction \?-\.

~

s

-,

LAV 3 VIAR ITIVALS:
Aoonnas AITAT 12 YEARS
cdo bl 520110

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

«

‘ Ser: 003815266
' 1 June 1966

JARRATIVE SUMMARY =~ Operation "HILLTOP-V"

© 23 May: In preparation for Operation "Hilltop" V, & r”éhearsal troop lift
of L and M companiey wids conducted at Subic Bay and twelve Sguadron air-

craft lifted 390 troops from the LFH-b to coordinates S5996404. Upon comple-

tion of the insertion, a retraction of the troops was accomplished. The
squadron provided a TAC(A) aircraft and one aircraft for SAR both the initial
11t and the retraction. , , ,

25 May: Operatlon "Hllltop" v commenced when s:xheen alrcra.ft lifted L
and M companies and & command group (611 troops and 3659 pounds of cargo)
from the LPH-5 to TP933745 (LZ Sparrow) five miles North of the city of
San Jose, Mindoro, Republic of the Philippines. Two additiounal. ajrcraft
were utilized for TAC(A) and SAR purposes. During & resupply of the Force
recon aggressor troops, the same two aircraft lifted 335 pounds of cargo
to coordinates TP878678 and TP934754.

One aircraft lifted 1000 pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to land:.ng
zone Sparrow and eight passengers from. LPH-S to Red Beach (TP860680).

Four aircraft lifted twenty-six Filipino officer observers from LZ
Sparrow to the LPH=-5 and later returned them to the San Jose airstrip.

Two aircraft lifted thirteen passengers from the LFH~5 to landing
zone Sparrow and later returned them to the LPH=~5.

Two aircraft lifted 3000 pounds of cargo from landing zone Sparrow
to coordinates TP9L4793 in support of L company and 900 pounds of cargo
and three passengers from Red Beach to the LPH-5.

Four aircraft performed the following missions: A 1lift of 1800
pounds of cargo from the LPHe5 to coordinates TP919765 in support of L
company; a 1lift of 1800 pounds of carge from the LPH-5 to TP960750 (M
comparvs and a 1ift of 3605 pounds of cargo rrom the LPH-5 to lled Bea¢h.

26 May: fTwo aireraft performed the following missions: A 1ift of 2200
pounds of carge from the LPH=5 to lamding gone Sparrow; a lift of 2200 '
pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to coordinates TP899751; and an air search
for fourdisoriwntad Marines in the vicinity of TP932762, Two of the Marines
were found by the search aircraft.

Two aircraft lifted 3000 pounds of cargo and fifteen ‘troops from the

LPH-5 to coordinates TP930762, (I ecompany).

Three aircraft lifted thirty observers and civilian dignitaries from
San Jose to the LPH~5 and later returned them to San Jose, One of the air=
craft lifted 200 pounds of carge from the LPH-5 to coordinates TP934762
(I company) and returned to the ship with five operational casual’ies
(non-combat illness) from TP930760 and 932765,

Two aircraft lifted 13606 pounds of cargo and twenty-three passengers
from the LPH-5 to ecordinates TP935720 (L company).

Six aircraft liftcd 186 troups of the provisional rifle company from
the San Jose airetrip te coordinates TP933762 (LZ Cardinal).

Two aireraft lifted 1945 pounds of cargo from the LPH-5 to coordinates
TP960750 and TP984T90 in suppert of K cumpany. The aircraft returned to the
ship with 2 simulated Marine KIA from coordinates TP98LT90.

Two aircraft lifted 1350 pounds of carge from the LPH—S to covrdinates
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Two aircraft lifted a simlated Cholera pat.:.,cnt from Fe& Beach to
the LPH~5 and three passengers from coordinatcs TP934762 3/ 5 CP) to the
folllowing loeations: TPOL769, TP942717, and TP960750, (K. I, M ccupanies).

27 May: One aircraft made a night med-evac of Marine VIA from coordinates
TP9H0750 to the LPH-5,. Excellent vectoring by thw HDC and a fine job of
lightingz of the zone, added greatly to the success of the mission.

Eight aircraft were utilized to retract the heli-lifted units from
LZ'y Falcon and Cardinal, Six aircraft began the taciical withdrawal of
supporting units from LZ Cardinal at 0910H. At 1010 -wo aircraft joined
the flight to 1lift the HOWTARS. At the completion of Cardinal 1lift, the
flight began the withdrawal of M company from LZ Falcon (this was a very
smoath, swift evolution). 4t 1230 a Ti0 aircraft pizked up CO 3/5 to
provide command c¢ontrol of the final phases of the reiraction. At 1235
the retraction of L compaily from LZ Cardinal commenced. The lift was complot.-
ed at about 1350,

One aircraft lifted 200 pounds of ¢argo and four passengers from the
LPH--5 to San Jose and later returned the' passengers to the LFH=5,
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OPERATIONAL FROBLEMS - Operatlon "Hllltop"-V
1. Item: Ground - Air Communications.

Comments: a, Two assigned company tactical FM: frequencies were out of
the FM frequency spectrum of ‘the equipment installed in the UH-34D (the
_hlghest FM frequency available is 51.9 Meg. ).
' i be There was a considerable amount of difficulty with air -
ground communications, Stations were either not- on the air, not on pre-
.briefed frequency or unable to commmnicate due to failures in equipment,

" Récommendations: a. That considerable attention be devoted to solution
of the problem of disparity between the PRC-10 and the radio equipment
installed in the UH-34D,

by That firm prebriefed frequencies be utilized to in-

. sure radio control of hellcouters assigned missions with ground units.

c. That the Battalion ALO/FiC act as cbntroller/co-
ordinator of resupply, med-evacs and administrative helicopters, when pose
sible, to insure positive control. The Battalion ALO/FAC can %hand' the
flight off to the company concerned for terminal control. This system
would permit screening by Battalion of all support missions.and would
provide reliable FRC-41 (UHF) and PRC-10 (FM) radio aveilability. In ad-
dition the Battalion can immediately unscramble confused frags, incorrect
coordinates, etc. This system has proven quite effective in combat,

2. Item: Landing Zone Selection, Marking and Control of Helicopters.

Comment: Landing zone selection varied from outstanding to poor.
In some cases, terrain and winds created an insoluable situation for selec-
tion of a zone. Overmzealour HST teams created some confusion early in the
. operation with strange arrays of panels, interminable radio checks and

. oome. over control by HST members, It was necessary to abandon combat tech-

. niques due to low clouds, visibility and lack of radio control and/or mark-
ing of zones by smokd or mirrors, Pilots were required to search for zones
at 500 feet above the ground or lesq. This could not be done safely in
combat .

During the night med-evacuation on D+2, the HST team and radio operators
of M company performed in an excellent manner to lizht the zone and control
the inbound helicopter. In-general, HST/landing zone control during the
retraction was excellent. In most cases the aircraft requlred minimum
ground time to load troops and equlpment.

Reconmendation: a¢ That the use of snoke grenades be permitted in future
operations to achieve desired realism and permit helicopters to operate at
the optimum altitudes (2000! - 300Q!) for combat operations.

be¢ That positive radio contact be made a prerequlsite for
helicopter support operations.

¢« That helicopter landlng zones ‘be kept clear of troops,
gear and indigenous personnel for the sake of safcty.

‘e . - 3%
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The TAC/IDG and Resupply Missions, * ¢

— I

Comnent: a. During’ ‘the Qpexza.{tl-on there were several occésions of the

following: : o oo SR
.27 . 1. Wrong loads

2, -Incorrect or inaccurate coordlnates of- ground unit to be re~w

o supplleo.

3. No information regarding calls:l.gn and/or radiv frequency of
unit to be resupplied,

L4e Duplication of frags in that on arriwval at destination, pilot

- was informed that the unit had previocusly besn resupplied.

Recommendation: a, That a Battalion 5-3 representative be made available
to 'MAC/LOG to keep pace of the movement ashore to preclude grossly incorrect
coo:rdinates and briefings from reaching HDC or Ready Room.

b. Thc.t a ch:Lt. be used on the fllbh« deck to confirm the

foZLLom.ng :
¥ (o A .Unlt, Yo~ barﬁsuppl&eﬂuz
- ‘2. Call sifn- b8
JURS 0 TR anRadmo’ﬁrequency 2h
o ey o BdcgBiontviei) ol

= Ba Composﬁ;lon of 1oad T
SIS P S g ;-Remarké funtt 1gnzthe: msv‘éi»‘é%”)* % AN ST O AN Lo
Amnpminnnt vieoogh optEhatcrseverad Mpssdpply YreqiiPentnts” BeipodLad t!

best, effect:.xre and efficient use of resupply aircraft.
de That TAC/LOG reconfirm long standing requests to determine

:Lf the requlrement still exists and to confirm unit's locatione-

es That the policy of "no contact (raiio and visual) no

resupp]y" be adopted during routine missions durlng operations of this sort.

,h, tem, H_ellcopter Requests

Conment a. During thé operation, there were numerdus "pop up" helicopter

requests for prlor:.‘oy ASiAP missions which in reality could have been pre- .

schvduled. . h
. be Several attempts were made by TAC/LOG flizht deck personnel,

lancling zone control (consequence Sparrow) and ground unii persomnel to

dislntch helicopters hither and yoR on "missions of convience".

Recommendation: a. That maximum lead time be given rouitine helicopter mis- _

sion request (ideal = 90 minutes) to permit thoughtful consideration and \

planning ©f each mission, :
be That personnel be reindoctrinated as to the operation

of the hellcopter control/request system Wlth emphasis on the Battalion as

the clearing/requesting agen 1 TaC/10¢ of the proc:.rlnv/ cOurdmat:Lng ,

.Aunli. a.nd HD(" of. fh:l.s contral 395 aganq. R S FERE N A N

. ; b,
PRI R S U 4
MLE

Lo

‘ ”:5. tan- 1Unreallsm.1n i et j” 71‘;';':»,.0
e SRR : ey,

Conment. The follow:mg are’ items. that were i‘ound to be unrea.l:.stlc durlng
#he ‘play of the problem in re[rarflsute hellcopter dperatléns.
smrs -2¢ The-use of,¥he-UH=34D-as & PAC(A)vor TAO airsraft.
b. The inifial he11c0ptet' strike troop lifts undsr low cen.llngs into

an unprepared zone (simulated Naval gunfire was requested in the absence . _
of GAS cover for beach prep but denied by SACC). I —

* 4
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Ca Tﬁougﬁ”ﬁelicopter control points and routes were established, they
were not used after the initial assault wave., There were no restrictive
fire plans, no warnings of simulated firing or SAV-/-Plane proncuncenents,

d. Routine resupply and admin missions were run without radio control
(out of nece551ty) and under adverse weather cunu1t¢un4, purhaps creating
false impressions of helicopter capabilities and vulnerability in combat.
The many courier and purely administrative missions flown would be ine-
feasible in combat,

% There were instances of prolonged delays in the landing zones whil
ground unit personnel briefoed the pilots or attempted to straighten .at o
confused situation, In combat the "sitting duck" helicopter assis’ * the
Viet Cong more than the friendlies, .

Hecommendation: a, That every effort be made to inject realism into futurc
Hilltop operations for the pood of all participan:c.
. b. That all the elements of the amphibious team/systen

be employed as extensi¥.l” as possible dwring practice exercises perhaps
by greater use of simulated fires, concentrations and enemy anti-aircraft
fires,
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STATISTICAL SUMMATY ~ Operation MHilltop" V

DATE
23
25
26

27

TOTALS:

HOURS SORTIES TROOPS

17.3
54.0
32'6

:8.0
1.9

16
304
183

241
"

390
634
187

248
1,883

K
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CARGD  MEXMEVACS
17,080 1
16,405 12
6,000 1
39,485 1A
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