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5 Novempex 1970
Sor: 03430870

‘-Jhoﬁ, et 1830 ou 30 dct-her, the flizht crews of "BIi-364 were -
rocelled ther hod ammssed A totel of 58,5 flight hrurs and hed
rogcuod 988 peovle, '

The cffort put £-rth in the rescue wms crmmented upon by the
0¢ IIT ILF in his 022151 Hov 70 message in which he stotcod; the
mery inmdividuel acts of hervism shovld by justly rowerded, I en just-

Fal

ifiebly end oxtremoly proud of lMarine Corvg dviationd,

The "Purnle Poxes" meintained an avercgoe a.tI:ch:‘Li availahili ’c*r
of 12 end an eircrew evailability of 18 during the month. The high
Pilot flew O07.5 hurs frr tho month end the high crew chief and gun-

nee flew 77.2 end 84.6 h~urs respectively. 218 iir Lodals and soven
air Coor THngs wore avarded.

PART IIX

STSUSTTAL LISTING, OF SICHIFIGLNT (VIS
9 Oct:ber 1970+ During & mod cvec migsi.n, aircraft 155354
received eix hits virilc im 2 z-ne, knccking ut the suporviscry nanol,

Thac crew demorted the zomo witlicud furdhor ineident,

10 Octovor 1970: The crow of aircraft 154020 was ~n & rosundly
mission carrute to LZ 425 when the #2 fuel corntrol failed. “Tiocreunin
tho pilot gwt the ongine down and reburned tr lerdle Mountain iiv
WMo cility.

12 Oct~bor 1970: Threo f-rwerd bledos end <ne aft blade were dom-
egad whon tho »ilot ~f aireraft 154838 hit s mo wiroes in tho zino
@w1ile tn o2 night med ovac. Theo rupber one ongine ~f aircraft 154020
hed o comrcas r gtall, Tho pilet vhe wes ~n missi-n 73 (Reeon)
eborted exd fleov the aircreft hWeck to Morble Muntain iiv Fooility.

18 Ootmer 1970: The »il-t of cireralft 153354 es

“n'a resunnly
migsizn to Lill 270(8) wien ho tosk throo hits in the aft twan llSulOn .
Jue to the Ivgs of nres sure, & procow uti rary lending ws modo ot 1S3
A_S ) |
20 Octoheor 1970: Roturning from o night med covec missisn, the -, .

pil t o cireraft 154798 <ms ~u 2 ghisrt fiml +hen t‘ie'}véreulic 211
co 1o foilod and tho 2 wor st pr\,s'sm*o ws Loat, The pilet londed
yith~ut furthor ined dont.

21 Octobar 19¥0: Tho wil~t of 154926 s ~n a med ovoe mission
waicn o took ono hit in t‘ forierd r-obor blade.

23 Ootobor 1970: Tho pilwt ~f 154020 landed fcly aftor it lost
its .4 ongine dwring e h ver, c-n,cL.

5 ~ Bnclosure (1)
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Mwveombor 1870
Ser:  03.L30378

1970: Duriaz ot jw oxtract, Jr,'lo nilct T aircreft
155547 Gerpgod tac oft rotor bledes when o ,ut e. troo in tho L7,

27 Octhor 1970: Tw incidents and ~ne accident scovrrad, ~irerafd
154830 cxc.shod ond burned cn hill ¢7o(s) wicn e aircroft s -
¢t d-un whiile rn o med eovec missi‘ne The pil-ts of advercft 1 54027
ond 154015 roccived hits dn thc fuseloge and oft pylon 'ﬁilc flving 1-
1~w lovel on mod covoes., Whao »ilcs of 154015 s £oreed b malko an
osnergency londing.. ’ '

20 Oct “hor 1970:  Duriny o tuensun £ ciock the dlade drock of
cirerntt 154042, it wenw cut L e criteel and excshed in tho revotment.

29 Ock-hen 1970 The nil~t f aivercft 15334S wos m nissi-n
- nL in five shropnel h-lesqain the belly I

; "
S PATRG 4 UR AN

30 Oct box 10705 Aivom

ts 153349 cnd 153376 ool received n2
nit vhon roburning from o thoe CACFONcy ove cuctitn ~f foo~d victime,
Moo pilits weore Llving 1o lovel -raon circwralt 153349 had' it?‘ junctirn
b hit oend 153375 wos hit in the oo pilsts side ~f $he aivexnid,
Ldremeft 154026 receivel tort hits no in tho nisc ond the 'rb.‘,z;:r
.

nooT t w0 1aft stub wing hile the wil-te were flying ned ovoc missitns.
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C—— 5 November HOTON ™.
; e, ’ Sexs 03130870

1,.0 7ing day, the 20th ef October, TIi ad an cecident
waen Ln airereft went out of comtrol in the cilocks and turned ovexr: -
on itg sido. Tie airercft suff ereo Cﬂljs‘bcl'tlal damagze but tlie ovev got

cut unhwerned.

Jecruse of the lieavy rains that occured during the' last pert ef L
the montl, A ti*emendous rescue effort was flown £or $hwee days by the
'Purple Foxes!, On 29 October, mission 88 efterncon crews launched o
regcus. 400 Vietnonese s‘c**"ndea due t9 rviging flood wetbers. In Ii2
westher witioub gunship sunport, these crews resoued Vietnamnese
civiliang wao OL..]OI"JJ_SG nizht ."*m dxovmed .

L
a“n

R

Things were getting nrogressively worse by the morning of 30
October, g L w areas up to 20 miles s uth ~f Daneng were devigboted by
the flo0d, American servicemen, Keoreon Harines, 4LVIT goldiers and
thousands of Viotnenese civilicng were in sericus danger from the uneon~
trollied deluge, Dvery availeble aircraft wes diverted 14 the disester
creag, During the entire day, rescue enerati ng were hamnered due 1o
1l-w ceilings, prr visibility end enemy ground fire, The '"Yurple
Poxesty -ritl: full kasvledge of the inherent dangers of the iperati-n
flew witlout $he use of gunsiips ox revigeti n aids. It ws a +“cm ndouu

~

eff-xt =L both Dil~t end. crew.

‘mﬁb e J.ncwaert was 1llustrative -f the events »f 30 Qct-ber
cecurred waen JstLt RLFOM and 1atlt TIOMPSON hovered precari-usly ol
close ¥ nearby trees and a church sbeeplée to -ull 16 children
rom the roof of a ohurch south of ol Ane With the aircrafts mein
mruts on the tile rof of the emwrsh, crew chief LCpl BROTN, laying
sn the lover hetch dorr, helped the chilédren imto the aircraft.

Duxing t’lo 13.450 afterns'n and intc the wening daylight -f 30
 Octnber, IRjor Ven Loeuwen and ItC~l SIEADITY, wirking in the aree
wacre thwe raglng S“)t, Vit Gin ocmerges int: the coaghal plains, particinoe~—
ted in a dering roscue of meny strenfed and fla:d brund civilians.
After siglding the frendlc flad victims, the.sircralt . vas put d-~wn
~n a vator ¢ vered reoady L1th- ub 1othe roed wag o*nsxderablj highor
then the surz-urding terrain, the water wes of suffiocient depth -
sever the ¥l antonm and disruwst norml eommunicati-ng with U.S.
ground writs. Sceing swpll children in imacdiate danger of drowming
LCpl LITCIFIEID, +the crew chdef, jumped into the sx-rj_rling weters
and effcctod geveral seves. He was sarrtly £ollowed inte $ho wvatoer
by the tw: aorial gunnors, GrSgt TEOMPSON and St DEENy; Por the next
tue and o half howes, theso morines wopo elm gt ennstantly in the wator
effeecting rescucs,

During the day, ldreds of nesnle wore rescued. Stme of the creus
nevor lofh blheir eirernft i‘ r woven Aours bechuge there wes 87 much
wvork 2 he done, :

N
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PART IT

e ..

NRRATIVE UM aRY

FL i ettt ey

The "Purnle Fexes" of M1i-364 flew 1095.7 hour:sduting the meuth
of Octover, This eflort represented 1321 tagks for 4130 sorties incl-
uding the transport of-10,258 passengers/troons and 242.5 tons of
cargo. One mndred and m.netv five missions were flown in sumoort ef -
two mndred end forty four casualities. These casualbies represented
84 enercency, 53 priority end 107 routine evacuses.

The "Purnle Roxes' received fire twenty six times during the month
and nad over thirty hits in their aireraft., £11 duriny the month
operat ons were hompered by poorvweather, which made it necessary for
the YPursnle Foxes!" $o fly loy level many times to complete their
nission. *his lov level flying undoubtly accounts for the.mmerous
fire incidents ond hits reported by HiI=354.

n the mornin._, of 13 October, a Vietnomese army truck loaded with
civiliens and AQVIT goldiers ms stalled on Liverty Bridge. Risin water
and’ swift{ surrents grevented any rescue from the growd, lstlt LABRIE
wvas directed to the scene where he dGescended amid power lines to try to
pick un the entrapned pesple, Because of the winds he could hot hover
the aircraft go the neople cowld enter through the resr ramp. Realiz-
ing the urgency of the sitwation, he furned the aircraft so the evacuaes
oould enter the gide door, During this time the aircraft reaxr vheels
and ramp were unier weler and the blades close to the m.re, Hig actions
undoubtlyy saved these neople,

On the 27th of October, ITi-364 lost it's first aircraft of the
montiy due to hostile fire. 1stLt DENTON the pilet, and 1stin RIENSGRD,
the co-pilot of the duty med-evac chose aircraft were on short final
to hill 270 (aT 999315) Soutr wvhen their aircraft ceme under heavy
fire. In a fe; short secomds they had an engine shot up with resultant
fire/povmr-loss and the circroft craghed into the hillside, Their
aircraft orcke into two nerts and burned, In a heroic effert the
Iarines on hill 270 helped rescue the crew of the downed aircraft,

The entire creir suffered minor injur‘ieq and the aircraft was a total
loss, During tais time, IBjor VAW LEISUEN, the pilot of the lecd mede-.
evac aircraflt t2g directed to the scene to evacuate tie casualties.
Ignoring the danger of exploding .50 calilep ammnition and the hostile
area around tie downed aircraft, he proceeded to reseue ¥he orev,

On the soze day as the above enemy action, 1gtlt 3 R0ON amd 1etlt
TIOMESON were on & ned-evac :ussn.on viaen tiey received fire and had
mamerous hits. Procoea:.n(‘ back to lerble ilountain iir Ta mlrbv, they
were foreed to make an euergenc" lending. '1stLt 3 RON and nis crewy
caief did an excellent job of getting tiie aircraft safely to the zreund
under adverge comdifions. Because of tlais no furtier démege resulted.
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