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PAR.T I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DIi.TA 

1. DESIDNl~TION COMMANDER 

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 364 LWol H. vi. STEADMAN 
1 - )0 1Tovember 1970 

2 .. LOCATION 

1 - )0 November 19700 ¥Ul.rble Mountain Air Facility, Dll.nang~ llVN 

30 STAFF OFFICE.i.1S 

Executive Officer 

Administrative Off.iOe~ 
Operations Officer 
Aircraft Maintenance Officer 
Log~.stics Officer 

NATOPS Officer 
Flight Surgeon 
Intelligence Officer 

Motor Transport Officer 
Sergeant ~1ajor 

4... fl. VEili'lG E MONTHLY STRENGTH 

Off:i.cer 
BnJ..isted 

Maj or W. Lo BECKER 

Major D. S. JENSEJ.1 
Major J. M. SOlJJN 
Major G. F. DOOLEY . 
lstLt J • ~l. STilPLES 
Capt. D.W. NELSON 
Capt. A. J. GAlICIA 
Lt tTD(MC) R. 11.. MOYER 
lstLt J. A. O'mrs 
1st!, t J. C. NOHHl>.RDT 
IstLt TI. L. COOPER 
MSgt E. P. EWING 

1;.J.6 November 1970 
17-30 November 1970 

1.;..30 November 1970 
1-..30 November.> 1970 
1-.30 November 1970 
1-13 November 1970 

14-.30 ~! ovember 1970 
1-30 November 1970 
1-30 November 1910 
1-25 November 1970 

26-30 November 1970 
1-30 November 1970 
1-30 November 1910 

US11C 
44 

174 

USN O'IHER 
1 ---0 

TOTAL 
-1;5. 
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The lIpurple FOXGslt of ID1H ... 364 flew 1047 hours durj.ng the month of 
November 1970. This effort represented 1273 tasks for 4111 sorties in­
cluding the transport of 9861 passengers/troops and 214~4 tens of cargo. 
There wore 129 missions flown in support of 27, ca.sualties. These cas ... ' 
ualties represented 106 emergenc7, 92 priority and 77 routine evacuees. 

The "Purple Foxes" received fire nina times during the month and 
had taken six hits in their aircraft. It is of interest to note that 
all of the fire incidents,and hits taken during the month oOllrred 
while flying medevac missions. 

On the 12th of November Lt SMITH and Lt NICHOLS were pnrt of the 
mission 86/41 Fk~ckage working out of Balclyo They were launched out on. 
t"ro separate occassions to medeV'1lC 1..roundeo Innr:l_nes. The first time 
zone AT98840l had ~iO modevacs in ito Duo to the nature of the zone 
they were unable to land and had to lift the medevacs out of the zone 
~- a jungle penetrator. The second zone was located at AT9B1452 and 
was no different .. Again Lt SMITH had.,.to ca11 upon the help of his 
CreloT Chief, Sgt SHEi\REil. to help him .J,.~ft the medevac out of t,he zone 
by the jungle penetrateI'. . ' . 

The following day Capt GARCIA, on mission 73, was called upon to 
extt'act a :l.econ Team from BaNa ~,rountain. For the past three days air­
craf·~ from H1I.G-16 had been tryin~ to extract the team but dne to bad 
weather and high altitude (4000') of the zone, were unable to get in. 
When the t..reather finally cleared and Capt GARCIA pulled the team off 
tho side of the moun+~in they had an emergency medevac with them fo~ 
threo days and had been Without food for the last four days. 

Bad luck hit lfrllt..364 on the 17th of the month. The SDO was turning 
up an aircraft at night &0 that squadron maintena.nce could make some 
checks on it. The aircraft hoo no wheel brMes and just as the SOO was 
running the engine up the aircraft drifted into another parked aircraft 
throwing debris over the night line dnmneing tbl~es aircraft in all. 

The 24th of November started out with a NBC Drill being held in 
the squadron aroa.Ever,yone was required to woar their eas mask while 
porforming their duties between the hours of 0000 - 0900, the squadron 
area being under a simulated gns ~ttack. 

That same day Lt '!JlJNSON was get tinS his aircraft comr:tanc1er check 
from Maj JENSEN on m1ssion 86/41. During the day they were called upon 
to extract some medevacs from the Que Son ~1ountnins at AT99l438. Arr", 
iving at tho scene the discovered that there were more medevacs than they 
previously informed about and that they were in several different 
locations. The weathor was closi~g in as Lt BENSON started his 

3 
Enclosure (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

. 'tInti 7 i> • ~7S0 
4 November 1.970 
O.3A.33870 

opprrach to the first zono locntedat AT 991438. The cloods and visibi­
li ty in the area ca.used Lt ;JENSON to loose sight of the zone and he 
turned control of. the aircraft over ti Maj J~TSEN who set up for the 
approach to the zone" As N:aj JENSEN came in on final to the zone he 
started receiving hostile ~reJ dispite this fire, poor visibility 
nnd turbulan.ce he completed the mission and flew' the waundad to l,Z 
Daldyc Outbound to the second zone a.t AT993437·he roa.lized that the 
terrain would prevent him l~.ndi~f, in the zone. He elected to make 
a low approach ~~d had the crew chief throw a Neil Robertson to the 
troops in the zone. He circlen overhead while the ground personnel 
prepared the medevac and when thoywere ready he again ap~roached the 
zone end came to a hover over the mcdevac so he could he hoisted 
aboard in the Neil ~obertson. The finnl zone was.locnted in a ravine 
at AT 982421 alx1 tho approach had to be maGe head on and then the air­
craft had to be turnod into it and held in a hover while the ramp was 
lowered and the mecevacs were loaded a 1::oard. I);,spite the turbule~').ce in 
the area and poor weather }1aj JENSEN agdn ct)mpleted a c1ificult mission 
that undoubted~ saved soveral Marine lives. 

On the nieht of the 28th of November the mission 80 crews were 
called upon to rescue t~10 downed Oobra pilots in the Que Son's. Due 
to the weather and the fact that both pilots were safe in' a friendly 
posiM.on the packaee did not launch. ' . 

vJhile on routine missions wi thin the Dannng area and close to 
milHary compounds mm-364 received fire twice at two differont 
locations (LZ-11 and Red Deach)6 

The "Purple FOA~S maintained an average aircraft availaDili~ 
of 12 <mO an aircrew availability of 20 during tho month. The high 
p~.lot flew 86 hours for the month and the high crew chief and gun­
ner flew 110 and 114 hours respectively. There were 141 Air }1edals 
and 42 Air Crew WinGS awarded fmring the month, 

PART III 
SEQUENTIJ..L LISTTh1G OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

:3 November 1970 ... l/fuile on a mission 87 strike j.n the Que Sons the 
pilot of aircraft 154014 landed on a tree stump in the zone and tore 
a hole in the right Wk~2 stub. The troops woro disembarked nnct the 
aircraft was flotm back t·) Marble Motmtain .. 

o November 1970 - The pilot of c.ircraft 153358 took fire lorhile on a 
night medevac missi0n at AT815516 resulting in five holes in the aft 
pylon and above tho pilot cockpit. 

Enclosure (1) 

(/_111 -11trKH 

DECLASSIFIED 



t-~-:'! !l .. ~ 
• ..(~~JiloI:..\ " II 

DECLASSIFIED 

• ~vember 1970 
,03A33810 

8 November 1970 - Aircraft 1533,5 received fire at AT 8955 while 
flyine at 500' in bad w'1ather which knocke(l out both essential/ 
monitor buses and the main line cont.actor~ He continued the mission 
until the medevac was comp1eted~ 

15 Uovembe:r 1970 - Aircraft 153350 had to make a precautionary- land­
ing at LZ Ross due to #1 Boost Pressure Line hlowingr 

17 November 1970 - Aircr~ft 153365 while having its EOLls positioned 
by the SDO started movin/?: fonmrd ann struck another aircraft; and 
caused damage to tllrl:e aircraft in all. 
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