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5750 
:3 Janu..'U'y 1971 
So:!,' ~ 0,3.A00371 

PARlI'I 
ORGANIZATIONAL UTA 

MJ.:cino i'l1cdiun Helicopter Squadron 364 1'(;001 H Q W" STEADMAN 

1-~/i Docoooor 1970 0 Mlrb1c :t-1ountnin .·\.1.\" Fno:i.ii"i:iy~ fu Nffij'5, RVN .. 

3. §XAFF OF1"lGEJ:lli 

R!locutivo Off1(}e~t' 
Adcrl.nistro. ti va Off:.c,,~:' 
O:r01'o..tions Officer 
M"'~mft M2intoT'..d..!'-c;;l .Cr(·L:~2ro 
Logistics Officoz· 
NA'I'OPS O:f\';.qel' 
Flight SU/i g,3on 
Int.Glligenco Officer 
futor Tro..nsport- Of:J":i.cor 
SOl' ("oant M?j or 

, 
4" 

Of to. Co OT.' 

Enl.:stcCl 

" 

'" 

"\ 

iVhjoI' N" R~ VAN I£EUWEN' 1.-31 DecenPer 1970 
·tt.,::-:r D~ So j"El'JSEN 1.-.31 DeconbeI' 1970 
fihjor J. Mo SOIJ.N' 1-31 Deconber 1970 
!'L,o:;:, G6~·F.DOOLEY '1-31 Deccnbcr 1970 
CCIJi,ain'n" vL NELSON .1 .... 31 Deconber 1970 
Cc';~taln A .. , ".: G..tI.R.c;rll. 1-:31 Decenber 1970 
Lr;·· USN (M(;) ii .... A •. MoYER 1-:31 Doconbor 1970 
IS';',Jje J G CG H,)RFL'U~.DT 1-31 Doconbor 1970 
'I ::d:.}A. D., COOPER 1-:31 Doo;)nber '1970, i.:, ... 
Sgtrh;; fl.) J .. RAP?OLD 1-31 Doccnber 1970·';';"'; J 

USMC !mill: Q.'l1fg,E TOTAL ;-7;4 ~-..... 
1 0 I" '+.' 

167 c' 0 
"",' 

0 167 

. ,: ,'~ . , 

{,' 

~Sl.Fll!ID ,-._ .. 
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3 In:r'J.U:''l.l'Y 1971 
Ser: 03,A0037l 

It tins an extremely difficult zone due tb the all:1ost verlical bill 
and the, high t~ees;in.the,~~a~ As the I:'iedevac was being hoist.ed " 
aboard the left ~e±< lost his intercotl 'and ,vas unable t.o speak ,to 
the.~est of the crew-.; Despite ,his frantic, efforts to warn the pilot 
of the trees arouno the area the gUlll).er, bB.:d to 'va tch as one tre&. 'Has 
get.ti;nga. Ch:dstnas itree .trim job. At t1).e comp:i.e·tion of thenedevac 
Lt," BARON pulJ,ed out of the zone and started to gain airspeed when a 
b't)nendoUs beat d.evelopedo He notified the chase' aircraft. th-'l.t he 
'"iould meet up ,with him at LZ Ross l/here they s"litched the Ilede~rac off 
to tile chase for fU1'ther transport to, a medical facility.' ,Upon shut·· 
down; it 1.mS easy to see \.,rhat caused ,the vibration. Therfil lle:r.e four 
blades heavily'" damged ,by ,the tree trimDl.ng. It shotlld be n,")tec1H 
W(1.S an ulr:lOSt inpossible' zone, under eneny fire and yet Lt~ BARON 
comple'~ed the extract and saved 'ijhe 11Orine' slife. The honors wore' 
many this day but the unnentioned hOl1ox's go. to the r.laintenan~e· sect,ion 
who sonahow :h.ad the aircraft' f,)~(' i 7 conDi tnents despite ttmparari1y 
losing three o.ir~raft due to· J,-:);~ti1e fire and blade dnroge • 

• ;",:On the 19th of Doc8J"1.ber, Eg.:';,;,;:1 on mssion 86~ ~MM-.364 ran into 
'trouble. ' LiCel STEADNIlli and m.s:jJngrJaIl, Lt LEEK tiere dbmg D.. flip 
flop of troops' from LZ Ross to ,1~:;->'::~.3343 in the QUe Son nounta:ins •. LtCol 
STEADMAN 'Has on~ short fj.I".n1. to':~:.;) ~one ,,;1:811 he lost pOVTcr [lnd settled 
int.o tb? troes and :i.'(')cks. Imlc::J:l.qi~Gly l:::1,b,;-:i,ngrnn fle"l back toLZ Ross 
to drop j:1.J.S, troops so he could 3 L"~!1d by j\:Y any n8c.G-v.acs. Upon arri y­
i"g baek on the scene 1 Lt. LEEK ~i::bj::-,cd l:"r8J'head '0}'111.10 tile 'gro"U.'ldforces 
vere pro6eod-tn~ '~vith rescue operr:~.'i.,.';~'t,~;" )'L1.8 aircr'lft was engulfed in 
f:L:lnes and ,,;as exploding i\,:")lJ. 0,,':,. C',::6, dl:rJm:~ticn b-..rrnine aboard the 'air­
c~:'lft. Wb.iJ.o the injured \TeTe r'':.:i.Df, 'Lu,,)c!.~tr~ to a cJ.ear~~:).g, lit: DPANDT 
G<"dvcd on t.ho scene 'Il"th' l'~'" ",r!Y'g"~'''" T+ l"'FiYDU"'T<DT' SJ.l"·",ne 1+, BRA1\TDT ~ . ..!..."'_.) W..L..~ ... l.w .. l.L, _.oJ.JIl lu.Ll .. U.J,U"".. ..I,\,.. L,,'C l' 

h'::1 a Corpsmn aboa.rd he went ink t.he zone, While he was in the zone 
ct:JDC ~rcur sti.ll e~q>loding, but tllis didn't st0pbia from picki.ng up thr00 

cr::·..,)~cgonoy lJec1.wncs. The ne}.rt nodevac "available reqm.recT a Ni3i1 R::Jburtson 
so Lt" HOlliiAiWT ,"ent in and dropped a rig to the poople on thG grGund~ 
He wi ted i.mtil the ren was on the rig and lTent bade into the zone and 
hoisted hiLi abond,. About this tine, t.t." BRANDT \iV.S rock fro 1'1 delivering 
his nedevncs. "The ground forces infori-1e"d Lt. BRANDT and" Lt, LEEK t.liat 
due to the diff:i.ctllty of the terrain it would bo rmothqr 20 Dinut.os bofore 
they could get any nedevacs up to a clearing. Lt. LEEK fle", down into 
the crc..sh nrea and dropped off n Neil Robertson rig after VIlliell ijhOg1Jll 
birds, Lt. BRANDT nad Lt. LEEK fle,. reck to Bnldy to 'refml. Upon I:'~rri v­
ing oc.ck on the scene, J;,t. BRANDT 'vent in'and p1.1l1et:i. out tbree "nero ener­
gancy nedevacs. Lt. LEEK followed five runutes lct6rc~!ldpullea.out:one 
cncrge,noy and four' routine nedevn.cs. ,F1nc.lly, Lt"' MOBl-;:ARDT ·1..Jont ;L'Yl' and 
pulled ~hc rest of the injured out. In ('.11 thore' "18r'o . $ anorgency"o.:pd 
12 priority and routine rJedcvncs. 

'" .' " A l~()rd of' rnntion a bout LtCol $TEADMAN. Despi to h"i.s inj uric s, hc 
·,stayed on the""sccne and directed rescue operations. Uno ollbto clly , P..is 
quick thinking suved the lives ,of Lt. DAVIS and LCpl TROSTERUD who wore ~~~~ .. ~ .. "::.~::_ 
trapped in the aircraft. 
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PART II 

NAMA TIVE SUl:!~.Ill 

The nPurpleFoxes li of HMM-364 flew 111:-31'4 hOlES during tl'le rr:onth 
of December..'. "This effort represente<i 1153 tasks for 4505 SOl"ties inCl­
,lding the transPort of 9879 passengers/troops and 212$3 tons o.r. cargo~ 
.One hundred and one missions were- flown in support of t·.10 hundred and 
thi.rty two casUal ties. These casualties represented 94 Bmergency , 54 
p:dori ty ~ and 76 routine evacuees" 

The' nPtU'ple Foxes" recei\red fire 10 times during tbEr mO:'ltiJ. and h9.d 
'iv h .. 'i.ts,.j;.n.~',:'~~¥, aircrafto It seemed that December Imsgoing to bE: a pretty 
qLlietm.ooth the WD.Y everything i.;rent for the first t,to 1'leeks~ The only 
real e~ccitem~l1t occ1.1red on the. 6th of December when the Purple :r'OA~S . -

beat HMM 262 in a football game: to take the Group trophy~ This is a 
real tribute (,0 the men of HlvN~·364, who, dGsp~.i:c t.hahcavy coimrJ.triic;n~s·. 
and nevermving tho same peorl0 on the field from game to go.mo,wot'o 
.stil1 ahlec.o cONplle a 9 ... 1-:1 l',:,'x,rd. " 

It was bound to haDDen SOOl'"c!;' or 1a.ter. Despite a quiet h8gim~"1g,~ 
on the 16th of Dcee!"jbe~: the c1n:r.l ... ~"t·Qko 0 ThG Purple Foxes bad ,8. to·!b.l 
corn'1i tment of 17 a:trcraft thcdi '(i,:,), ancl c!G~\pit.e t,r.a subsequent .happenings 
they' up·:lold. those commihnm"t,8 Gc)l'::,)lGtins '.; <""'3ry m1:ssiono 

Tho dny stoi-rtea. out '\{1'[.hGnp·co..2.:n Eu\DID2. lGoJUng the wJ.ssiqn S6 
flight:. HissGcJ..;5.oY.Lin8o:r'tcc: n :'"">V~-t:l.',:,Xlf.':''7:? .::'o:rcG to try and trap about 
:~J) enemy oPG~eo.ttug a.t BT03i~8"j ~~f'-:j"2.r -;:,1~.-~~0 "HaS cOT:J.pletccl 11i8 Se0~jton. 
:coturnod to l"SBBaldy whore 'i:':::!,l~ i'::2'i~ of b:hl fUght. was briefed on inserting 
I1 .. :Jre troops in the uroa~ AgaiJ.1 Cnpta:i.i1 Dr..AJ)ES lmmched but tr1.is. t.ime with 
o. DivisJ.on. There were two om hird 7unos tlmt/. thed.i~.sj_on '{8.S to oper­
nte in~,.As one a,iTer-aft apPl'oo.ched eo.chizpne eV2iyi'l:dng,\~o.s going fino. 
8aptc.:1.n Gli..i1.GIA Has o.pproo.c}:dng. 0. zone 0. t m034i1-38:;., He tras' no sooner in 
thG_zono.tho~~ J10 reci3iv0d heavy nutomtic woapons firo" :H:1~ Cr9\·T ch:tof, 
Sgt OTTO, 1~'D.S shot. in the neck and Capt.c'l.in G.ilRCIA 8.oorted his portlo:J.' 
of the mssioD. to fly the injured ero;\>< chief to medical fo.cili tios .\11';1,10 
tho he10 gun;;ln.ps were searching the area for cmoTJ.jT, ; tho :teet of . tho t::-oop. 
insort wo.s cor.rpleted. 

Not nore thc.n 30 ninutos 10. ter, Lt.TENNEl.'iT vTUS flyi.!1g t.o 1lT966394 
to ,oJctrlJ,~:r~:,o:n~;oTJorgeneynedevo.c by jungle ponotrator. Juot as Lt .• 
TENNEN'll'hrougl1t his aircraft into a hover ovor tho zone, he recioveec 
heavy fire, one round of which hit his crow chiof Cpl HORB.IS in tho J-og.; 

Lt TENNENT c.harted his TJodovc.c to got his crow ehiof ned1,co.1 o.ttontiono 
His wingnan, Lt. BARON, toolt over o.nd after "m.iting ,for nnother H~46 
o.nd gunships to o.rrivo on tho scono, he went into tho zanG o 
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The probable ~uSo of. the crash is direct cneny action. M.1.rines on 
the ground undin the drcratt reported tracers . and heard firing as the 
aircr~rt appro~ched tl~ zone, 

The 24th of Deeonbcr rolled around and Bob HOPE and his 811m,; were in 
tt~o . Ih Nang aroo. onca agili:o. o tt BARON and Lt ClJIILL rod t,he honor of 
Dying Bob HOPE and his cast !:I.round for the shows in the Da Nc.ng arec.. 
Ti:18se are conbnt pilots? 

For the second tine in as Inny years HMM-364 extended tho hn:-Jd of 
friendship to our brothers in field. Mc:.j or VAN LEEuw'.LI:N and Lt GH.:\.SSO 
along lrr.l th M.'1.jor, SOMN and Lt TUGEER flo, .. colcl beer and socla to th9 grunts 
in tho fiold. This boor and ~iiQ(y. vlr:S donated by the Den of 364 "nd the 
ero,,! of the two aircrc.ft devot.ed their off duty tj.ne to fly it. to them in 
tho field. Neodless to sny, tl'.~! grunts Here not expecting it and for them. 
it '"w.s c. tvelcone Christms Eire ;' !):c·?rise. 

The following (by again tho;·\'.'·:::'plQ Fmws spcmt thoir tina brtnging 
a little bit of ChristTl2.S to th;::; l.:to·ld.' They delivored hot chow to 
the gr1.Ults nnd thoj.r effGrt was c .. !)pJcic..teo. b;y- the CO of tho 1st RGcon 
Bn as evidenced by h:J.s ~onnont 1 ,. sir.r;3·~;:::t thanks for bringing 
ChristIT'.s to r.w Den in the fieJj, .- ~.here ,;.):.rJ.d '·10 be without the "S1,Jift 
Birds" • 

6 Deccnber 1970 - While land:Lng in a zone (AT 9554(2) on r.rl.ssiml 86 the 
p:.J.ot struck n stunp and rock in the zone punctu:cirig D. hole 1.71 the ranp 
mcc~ stub wing" Returned to LZ BALDY with no further incident. 

g Dcccnbor 1970 - During a nedevnein'poorwcathor and low altitude the 
'pHot of A/e 153376 rocei ved fire resulting j,n (1) one hole in the nose, 
(1) one in the blade o.nd (1) <;Jnc in the cc.bin nrec e (AT 9055.'38) 

16 Decenber 1970 ~ The pilot 0. f nircraft 154014 flyin~ J21.ission 86 wa.s on 
short tindl into a zona a-e 034201 when he receiwd (4) hit,s in :the cab:tn 
area inj~ing tho crew chief. 

16 Dccenber 1970 - The pilot of l1ircro.ft 153350 HIlS ho'Vering in c.. zor~ c..t 
AT. 966394 pcrforning 11 T.ledevac extract. Fire uo.s rece:i.yed .resU!.ting in (;3) 
tha'ee hits·in the cabin area, (1) one hiting crew chief in leg. 

16 December 1970 - At AT 966394 the pilot of J./C 154807 dnnagec1 for~ 
bllldes while porforning n jungle penetro.tor eXtmct. fi ....• ~~ 
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.i19 DGcell1~il':~~+6~~~C:~e pilot of 153351 receivod fire on short ;;~~:,;~~ .. ~ .. , ,~' 
zone nt AT 963343 pOllOI' W2.S lost< and aircraft, settled in'~o -:~Tnos·. The 
o.ircraft cnught nrc and i:Jt1S a total loss. Allerei:! m01'100rSi,!8re injured 
vr:l.th the co-pilot, crow chief and 0.. gunner l1iodovnc()d out of Viotmil. 
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