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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 26/
Merine Aircraft Growp 16
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
FI0, Son Francisco, California 96602

S _ 3 Janmwary 1971
Ser: 03A00371

From:  Commanding Officer
Tc: s Commnding Officer, Marine Aircr=i% Group 16

Sebf: Cowrnad Chronology for period i through 31 Dscenbor 1970

Refs ia) Wad 57504
b) Grud 57501

Fact: J(1) tharie Medium Heliropter Squadren 364 Commnd Chronology

1o rdmes with the provisicns sei forth in references(a) and {b)
enclegrus 1) is hereby submiited.

25 Downgg‘_ag%grr instructions. Group 4, WICLASSIFIED upon remsval of
enelosure (1).
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 34/ L
Marine Aireraft Group 16
18t Mavrine Aireraft Wing, FMFPae
FPO 8an Frencisco, California 96602

- 3 Janvacy 1971
Ser = 03A00371

COMMAND .CHRONOLOGY

} December 1970 to 31 December 1970
PART I  ORCATZATIONAL DATA
PART IT NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART IIT SEQUENTIAL ISSTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
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Sexs 03400371
PART I o
ORGANIZATIONAL THTA ,;:3{.:&&{#55?4!': o Mgy
1, DESIGNATION ' COMMANDEx |
Marine Medium Felicopter Squadron 364 LitCol Ha Wo STEADMAN
2. LOCATICN
1-51 Decomber 1970, Merble Mountain Aiiv Facility, Dn Namg, RVN.
3. SIAFF OFFIGLRS
Euceutive Offizew . Major No R. VAN LEEUWEN  1-31 December 1970
Lémindistrative Officcr 0 Mator Do S. JENSEN 1«31 Decenber 1970
Operctions Ofiicer . Mogor Je Mo SOLAN : 1«31 Decenber 1970
Aiveraft Maintendreo Givisor Myror Ga+Fo DOOLEY 1=31 December 1970
Logistics Officer -~ Gephain Da Wo NELSON' . 1<31 Dec¢ember 1970
NATOPS Ofiicer ‘ : Cortain 4. . GARCIA 1-31 Decenber 1970
Flight Susgoon o g USN (MG) . Ae MOYER 1-31 December 7970
Intclligence Officer istidt J. Co MORHARDY - 1-31 Deeember 1970
Motor Transport Cfficer istif D. CCOPER - 1=31 Deecnber 1970;..
Serzeant Major ) Sgthoi 4, J. RAPPOLD 1=31 December 1970-+7"%/

4» Avorago Mopthly Stropgth
-

Ofiiecy _ . C M 1 o 45
Enlisted 167 .0 0 167
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It vas an’ exbremely d:.ff'n.cul-b zone due to the alrost vertical hill

and the. high trees in the area. As the medevac¢ was being hoisted
aboard the left gunner lost his intercori‘and was unable to speak to
‘the rest of the crei.. Despite his frantic:efforts to warn the pilot
of the trees around the aréa the gunner had to watch as one tree was
getting a Christmas ‘tree trim job. At the compietion of the redavac
T, BARON pulled out of the zone and started to gain airspeed when a
tremendous beat developed. He notified the chase aireraft that he
would meet Up with him at LZ Ross where they switched the medevac off
to the chase for further transport to & medical facility.  Upon shut-
down, it was easy to see what caused the vibration. There were four
blades heavily - darmaged by the tree trimming, It should be noted 4t
wos an almost irpossible zohe, under enemy fire and yet Lt, BARON
completed. the extract and saved the Morine's life. The horors were -
rany this day but the unmentioned honors go to the raintenanse section
who somehow had the aireraft for 17 cormitpents- despite terporarily
losing three alr"raft due to- h atile fire and blade darage. '

n on nission 86, HMMF364 tan into

ngnan, Lt LEEK trere doing a. flip )

53343 in the Que Son rountains, . LtCol

zone when he lost power and settled
iMe vingman flew back to 1Z Ross

'y any medevacs, Upon arriv-
snead while the ground forces
e aireraft was engulfed in

... .On the 19th of DeceLber ags'
”trouble. LtC61 STEADMAN ;nd b
£lop of troops‘fron LZ Ross to 2
STEADMAN was on’short final to
into the ‘recs and rocks, Irmed
to drop his.trodps so he could :
1ng baek on the scens, Lt, LEFK
vere proceeding wlth rescue operx
flanes and was cxploding from Ge4 on nitien burning aboard the air-
craft, While the injured were btoing br( w5 to a clearimg, *t DBRANDT
arrived on the seene with his wingion, [H. MCRHARDT. Since Lit.. BRANDT

tod a Corpsman aboard he went intc the zone. While he was in the zone

Qe wWas JULII exploding, but this didn't stop in fronm chk1ﬂ3 up. three
erorgendy medevacs, The next nedevac avallable required a Neil Eoberison
so Lt, MORHARDT went in and dropped a rig to the people on the ground.

He walted intil the man was on the rig and went baclk into the zone and
holsted hinm aboard. About this tine, Lt. BRANDT was back fron delivering
his nedevacs. The ground forces inforned Lt, BRANDT and, Lt. LEEK that

dwe to the dlffwoulty of the terrain it would he another 20 ninuteg before
they could get ony riedevacs up to a clearing.. It. LEEK flew down into

the crash area and dropped off a Neil Robertson rig after which the gun
birds, Lt, BRANDT nad Lt, LEEK flew beck to Baldy to refusl, Upon arriv-"
ing back on the seene, Lt, BRANDT went in-and pulled out threec more ener-

. gency nedevacs, Lt. LEEK followed five ninutes loter.cond pulled.out:one
energency. and four routine medevacs, . Finolly, Lt MDPLARDT wont in’ and
pulled the rest of the injured out. In all there were 8 eLcrgcncy, and
12 priority and routine nedevacs, o

. A word of rention about LtCol STEADMAN. Despite hls injurics, he

4stayed on the scéenc and directed rescuec operations, Undoubtedly, his y }
quick thinking saved the lives of Lt. DAVIS and LCpl TROSTERUD who were [EOTASSITLE
trapped in the aireraft. o
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PART IT . L Qe

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

The “Purple Foxes“ of HMM=36/ flew 1143.4. hnurs during the mopth
of December. This effort represented 1153 tasks for 4505 sorties incél—
uding the tranuport of 9879 passengers/troops and 212,3 tons of cargo.

_One hmdred and one missions were flown in support of two hundred and

thirty two casualties, These casualties represented 94. emergancy, 54
pricrity, and 76 routine evacuees. ,

-

The "Pvrple Foxes" received fire 10 times during the mon%h and had.

e

10 hits.dn;their aireraft, It seemed that December was going to hﬁ a pretty

quie’ morth the way everything went for the first two weeks, The only
real excitement occured on the 5th of December when the Purple Yoxes
beat HMM 262 in a football gams to take the Group trophy, This is a >
real tribute to the men of’hM\.*éA, who, desplte the heavy 0omm_tmeﬁ
and never having the same peopie on the field from game to game, TS

stdll ahle ©o corro;.-ge a 9<1=1 rocord. -

It was bound to happen sooncr or later, Despite a quiet b nnlng,
on the 16th of December the dam The DUrpln Foxos had a totnl
cormitment of 17 alircraf® that v apit subseqvnnt happenings
they wpincld those commitumte o SVRTY m3551onn .

The day started.out with Sapualin BLALLS 1
flicht. His soction ingerted o
30 ehemy opcthjnb at BIOZ/4RS.
returned to ¥58 Baldy where ile o

ading the migsicn 86
Zorece to try and trap aboutb..
% was completed his seetion

a Division. There wers two onz tird zones that the divi ,1on was 1o oper-
ute in.. As one aireraft approached each/ zone chl*uﬁ*ﬂg was going fine.
Captein GARCYA wns approaching a zone at BIN34438. He wqo N0 sooner in
the..zone. then he received heavy automntic weapons Tire, “His crew chvnf
Sgt 0TTO, wns shot: in the neck and Captain GARCIA ﬁbor‘od his poriion™
of the mission te fly the injured crew chief to medical facilitles, While

the helo gunships were gearching the area LOT cnovv, ~the reet of the troop.

insert was coanoted.

Not more than 30 ninutes later, Lt. TENNENT was flying to ATOGA394
to .extragt;onenergency nmedevac by  jungle penetrator,  Just as Lb.
TENVENT’brougnt hs aircraft into a hover over the zone, he recicved
heavy fire, one round of which hit his ercw chicf Cpl MORRTS in the leg.

Lt TENNENT chorted his nedevae to get his erew chief nedical attontions

iis wingman, Lt. BARON, took over and after wniting for another H=46
and gunships to arrive on tho scene, he went into the zone, :

3 . '_Enclosure ﬂi)
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The probable equso of the crash is dircét enery uc'l::i.on. I\’wr:.ne‘s:'on‘
the ground ond in the aircraft reported tracers-ond heard firing as the
aircraft approached the zone.

The 24th of Dedenmber rolled zround and Bob HOPE and his show were in
tie Do Nang area omce again, Lt BARON and Lt GABILL had the honor of
fiying Bob HOPE and his cast around for the shows in the D= Neng areo
These are combat pilots?

For the second tine in as mny years HMM-364 extended the hand of
friendship to our brothers in field. Mcjor VAN LEEUWEN and Lt GRASS0
along with Major SOLAN and Lt TUCKER flew cold beer and soda lo the grunts
in the field. This beer and sy . wes donated by the men of 364 ond the
crew of the two aircraft devoted their off duty time to fly it to them in
the field. Needless to soy, tho gprunts were not expecting it and for them

it was o welcone Chrlstms Eve swrorise.

le Foxecs spent their time bringing
a little bit of Christm old," They delivered hot chow to
the grunts and their eff ort was weiated by the CO of the 1st Recon
Bn as evidenced hy his cormment, ' sim“"-"""{' thanks for bringing
Christrms to ny men in the field - whe
Birds".

The following dﬂy g in the -

ard tub wing, Roturnod to LZ BALDY with no furthor ineci dcnt

8 December 1970 ~ During 2 medevae in poor weather and 1ow altlume the
-pilot of A/C 153376 received fire resulting in (1) onc hole in the nose,
(1) one in the blade ond (1) one in the cabin arez. (AT 9055”9)

16 Decenber 1970 ~ The pi lot of '\:.rcruft 154014 fly:m mission 86 wae on
short f4ndl into a zone at 034201 vhen he reeeived (4) hits in the cabin
area injuring the erew chief, -

16 Decenber 1970 - The pilot of aireraft 153350 was hovering in a zore at
AT 966394 performing o nmedevac extract. Fire was received resulting in (2)
thiree hits in the cobin area, (1) one hiting crew chief in leg.

: blades whlle performng a jungle penetrator extr'wct
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zone at AT 963343 power was losk and aireraft settled into
airvcraft caugltt fire and was o total loss.
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70 = The pilot of 153351 received fire on short fs?_né.i";w:a
trees, The -
411 crew members were injured

with the co~pilot, crew chief and a @uner riedevaced out of Vietnan,
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