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Th8 ';Pllrplo Foxosl1 of 1l1':'li .. %4 flew 1191 hours 'during thOIP.DU1,h of' 
,!;l,l1:!c':tc',:'< 2:hip off'.J.1:t reprosented 1,175 k,sks for 4,892 sOTties' ic.i~·11J..ding 
t"'~j t:t'2'''.'"!:;~:;··: ·Y~!", 7'~<i Pc.ssougers!troops c.nd 228 tons of r:c.l~gr) ~ .~ 0'/ 
ll'.-L,"siotlS 1,'-:rG fL;.;,m i'J. ['Hpport uf' 170 cc..sml ties Q Thoso 8['.8 IJnlt.ios J.'('V· 
:~~_· •• 'lOntecl /~~ m'n('goY!.cY·l 65 :,)J.'iQ)~5.t.y Qnd 61 roul:;inG ovanueus" 

T:hc "Purnle Foxes;' m::'.in\io.in.,·j C.n 2.vel'[igo of 12 cro·.vs (-:cnd 1.3 cd:(·cro.ft 
f01' tIcr) 1ll0l1th of' Jo..nuo.ry" 1'110 :'l:;_gh p:c~.ot. c'!ld erOH chief floil 90 c.nd ,09 
h'~)'l1J.\g l'ospoctt·VGJ..Jr Hh..ilo th0 {11g11 gT~;.~~h-::14: i':~cnJ 122 hours 0 ;1. tot~,-'"tl of" .,:) 
I':.ir Hod2.1s and '17 Jiir Crail \o.J:i.ngs woro 01!c"i.::-:i:)cl c.u'('iLg this time " 

. On ·j~c.mL'.r:r ~)th l.;L !.<i.i~NDT L,nd Lt GRL.,sSO tn.co ny-illg C,!lO miGsicn 
gt)/41 troop in8(,ri>'m0Cliill~: (; po.cko.ga opero.ti:lg in tho QU.0 Son tJ)Qt1llto.ins 
',hem tl10y illera co.l.1.8d~jo (10 o.n r:)"mergc3nc;y modoVD.c c.t !.T980344~ Tho unit 
',J'fl •. g in (;ont::!.c-(, nnd h<-"1.'::i )_i1el.1::·l'od '3 OIl.O:t:'goncy, 1 routino tJ.lh.1 1 porm."1.!lGnt 

4 n dr' • d.' th d t .. ·- , . f' l.'CUGJ.110 no' eV'-'.(~,.;.s SCOE c'.S ilL) ,::.rrlVO, lD (; o.ron c.n go illS zone 01'10 

;,1. BRLNDT s tnr t,9(;. ')~ ;.2 L1.PF("rx::''-~h to tLo zona. Once he 1;T["S :l.:c. tl-:....: "ono 1:10 
.. ,:\:.rV::d ~'(,)Goiviog -iiI'.' ii")L''!. ]:-dB :~=5 o:clock position" His l'iV):)'+' gunner' 
L,:.]J'1t; ~lJ.ttl tho [wlp vi' ;r. U\i~·-i:':'s!·!31'O suppressing tho firo, 'u'"L due to 
t.::,u dJ fficul.ty or t.hG -i.;C'i":r'c.:in :l-i.:, took 4 minutes to loo..d. tln Il'odevo..c 
c~;:.,)·.J:6. 'oOfOl'G 3i-l:i.ft 27 cO·iJ..:Ld Jopo.:d. the zone. Dospite 0. horrendous 
:~-,,'l"nf c-i' Xi.;;,"; l'olSoj.vedQ lie :SWiNDT:s c.ircro.ft recoived no l1i~Jf;3 2.(:' he 
~n:' cs;: ~'·';i .. '-~T .,!QJD.plotoG. unothal' S"d.l't n0.joVo.c~ 

i..".i:~ 8-::" of j-2.n1.][',rYl Lt TEUNEN'J.' o.nd 1t GRASSO 'WGre '~C1.1J.oG llV,l1 '::'0 
t,,' r,'Cl ';,;;m'gcn':} 'J.'l.i;.X'8C-t [\ t A1955364. ':::'ho +.le(lH vJc.gu Enrno.c was in cont.act 
~, t.L", ·J:c1.c ,,,,-rJ\-,;'::'::; :1.11 c.iL'l1ger o.f· Leing surrouDG,ed. S-.Iii'L 13 o.r:L~v(;d on 
tb, $('.0':10 o..UC; ;.·:J-[::)cl t·/hilo Sc~rfc:.co 55 o.nd Hosto..g,' Eagle lwrked OllOT tho 
o.:~·oc, arc~ro::: -;~·t; I:C,~,1() ~ L.s 1;[· TENNENT iJ8:1t 5.nto t!.lG :,ono ho started receiiTing 
fir~ nno. hip, ;::;'iii,DC;lJ:'S ()l)G!Yjd up all ~;1l3 surro1.1n,ii:c.g L'X02. to su-pruss -::'ho 
op.or.:ry fi:ro. C1CD j;,i t)y' zon~ and lOJ.clodq Lt. 'lEj\TlI?H'l' h.'.d 1:;0 fJ.y mxt of tho 
zeno 1'l0l'lenk.!'lL~( ::TH\·;:·cI.LO rocohd.llg' :"2.1'Oc ;_\LlC C}Oo..l' of tho ['.rca he 
returned to l,Z IiLld,y uj_t.i: tho seven miln roeoll tCl:n safoly nDonrct, It is 
of interest +.0 TluLoth:.t tho g'.mbirds sc..id tL:.'.t f:Lro \Jus ..;lQ!':fi.:".g ·f'.10l;! 

sovor.:::1.1 10c.:::1. tieDS [,,:i.eng [:':'10 ridgolinG nGCor tbu :';C.tlO < 

It happo~~,'3 vGry soldum but. on tho night of tl10 1 L!:r.:,]:l of i/c..nu:J.:::'Y, tho 
mission 80~~.'·!'){Qgo :'..o.u'J.chod 0U1~ for tho c)[1eX'genC;7 OJ;:ct'.:::1.ct of tho .tenm 
lLgo EnrnoII·'}Jicll ,,;:::_s in ecmtc.c:Go Co.pt NELSON '-1-net h1;.; '::.o--pilot Lt LEEK 
\;'uro 5.n the lOCed o..:l.:~r.r2.ftQ Is'the soction of /.;.6's neo.or·3c1 the .:::1.roo. it 
~«~amo nor" Cend nC:J:'G interosting. Wage fume:.' ho..dx;OD in contc.ct in Cc 

3S0 P()):"J.l'1ctor" Thoy 1TOro Toceiv5.ne sLell c.rms fire .:::1.nd lr,d ChicOE! gronc.des 
tl:::o1tm into their [~re2." 'Tho ro('on tOo.l'1 deton.:::1. ted 0. pot'ir,:e-Go:1- of elaymoro8 
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en cl tlftor th.'l.t only ho.d ,nov-a mont \o;ih~; tc~,t~ .Capf~NEi.$dI(~rr·lvod' on 
'. . ~',' ,. _ ,', ' ',. . ,_ "-• ..,' , "'.,.1.... • . 

tho scono and'\>Jc.~ ted, "ibilo Sco.rfo.co 3, guided Be . .::Jkoth.'l.1L ~ll, th()~r f12.ro 
d:r.ops and C'..lso'got tl{o~}rijccl1 toc.mf3ituc,tip~; Hith o.ssiqto.nco .pro'!idod by 
S()crfc.cc Cc.pt I'fELSCN H'L'.S il 110 to hnd ;".nel rotrieve thetoi'lD silfoly. 

O~1 tho 21 st, of Jo.n1.l'J.ry Lt T~~OHPSON and Lt TENNENT H'oro flying cho.so 
bi:c'lj O.d ~J:i8si0n 6" i.en c1.dr1in hop for tho 1st Vnrinos .. vlith 18 troops 
nt>«::rd '0h):'I [1· 1;(I'O[c.;).10.:1 ,,,,- zene cc,llod Hill 363 (ZC172587). A:1 thoy ~Jerc 
on ;3hm:·tdru..ci" tho Llircrc . .ft sto.rtod loosing turns o.nd dospit.o -Crying 
to lic.va 'Jff tho o.ppro£lch tho "ircro.ft started sottling into tho trees" 
The: crash ros'l,~ t0cl in six }h:rincs 1ci.Uod 'Qn.o. tho rotl':.ining scvon-:;oon 
pms onnol injured o 'Tho eXnuti cr';''L'lSu (.1) of tho o.ClJiclont l'or.n:l,ns 1i1l1.:~'.Jlm 

• f'" 1 ~ " ."}, '~" ... rl 1)~T {".~l·.1"'."··' i:i1 '1n :;_HGOCUl'J :z,0noo .s:l.~.icf'3 :0QO o.~rc:ro._'(i 'WUS conp_8 '.,".'1 ~,,;-o I".,;,:.:;" ~-;, J. - v 

()H tb(,l 23:fo. r'lt ~~'.:~·i':.l.~'7 l{;J.lo flying n rC1'~t,inc ad.m.i:1 mission" Lt 
r\U)'.: heG:i..'d 0. dis'Gl'oSS '.~C1J.l over gu-:crcl frOl:l o.n LOH tlll.,t '..las sho+' down 
in thoi'..rizono. Tur:C:~'~'();:7'" D.L',')pping off his po.sso.ngers ho rushod i',o 
tho 0.1"00. to So(~ if he; "c;"tiL;1 be of o.ny o.ssistnl1cc. Tho gunbirds on the 
scono had hin 1"ci:i:, c."Gf\i2.::" 65 for 45 ninutos \vhilo tho LCE: vms propo.rod 
to bo lifJc,od h:'.ckc :'1' :~ cc;}l,,-cc,Hrco J:C. Vlo.S roo.dy o.nd o.ftor 0. Ii ttlG dolo.y 
in 1100king up J tho o.:~.x'(;:':'L: ~\.. CL1yl :l.b ero.J lvoro lifted out of tho o.rec... Ln 
Hl-1H aircJ:nf't Qr:civcc: jC:cst r'S:C'>iC job WLtS conplotcd and got this DOSSn.gO, 
\i r._-~_.Dtlcr tIns S1Jift (: inc; JTC ·'~L.:' ~,vOJ:·kif 0 

Tho·:;9th of Jal1mry proVided n J_ittJ.o oxcitoncnt fo:c Lt LEEK o.l1cl Lt 
JC:i~~S L.;'6.'1g land bird on recon •. l.ftor :Jponding hD.J.f tho do.y Jr.sorting 
-Cr~1:'i.!9 c':d :!'~,Hp flopping othors """.: .. .',', they tnde ql cnorgoncy Ox/;J'CLct of 
tC::.l~l l:·,·,:ic~,"'l'. 3,uddoY' and nnothcr teaD l\.rc111ll08, both of l-lhon Hero inserted 
C:'.<!.:LoT' in t~'lO dny, woro in troUble. Co.pt. NELSON led CL throe plo.l1o troop 
In~·;;,rt. ::.nt.c Acn:Lllos position to holp than out whilo Lt T,F.EK oxtro.cted 
to:.'Il Ludr'.01'< ;',£'tor x'ocoiv:i.ng tho briof Lt LEEK hovered ovor the too.a while 
c. t;pio :,:':lg '.JQS d'C'cH'6C i to tilOTI 3 Desp]::·.::; rocd"ving fire o.nd hovering down­
lvir::' the ·i~oc:.;:;. :,:;:'.3 snfo:Ly uycro.c GeeL IJ~:ch tho to<:'.fl suill on the spie rig 
Lt LEEK lleo.c1ocl fo:r LZ noss "50 drop tho 'i~GnE off J but enroutc t.he teo.n : 
po:vpeel a rod smolw :-:.100.11:1.n; '~hoy '.-i"oro in tJ.~oublc" ~l:.o Crew C1:.iof, SSgt . 
ImZ,LOSK.I~ did o.n excellent ;job of dirocting Lt TEEle into o. rice field 
\-Thore the tem'. 'Wl.S lot dmm [md then loo.dod o.boc.rc~ tlm o.:l.rcro.ft.. One rJD.n 
wounded in tho f1.re fight VC.S [:.11 onorgcncy nodcV8c n.nd this Vl2,sthe rec.son 
fer the rod sr',oke popped~ Not 15 l1inutos lc.tcr the T:loClo'VC,g \>lQS being 
"tiro:J.tec1 o.t 1stM?d~ 

- 21 Jo.l1l1D.ry 1971 ~ vrnil(i fJ.y:'i.ng Y:1ission 6 thE; pilot of l'.ircrn.f"G 153364 
,lo:::"h rotor turDS o.ppr'oo.ching en LZ c.t ZC1725870 DesI-ito trying to abort 
the o.pproo.ch tho :.,:lrc:enft sottled into tho ~roos resulting in tho total 
loss of the cj.:r-c:mft and sj.x mrincs killed. ~%8~~j 
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