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PART I Organizational Data 

10 (C) OIC LtCol William R. BEELER 
Xe- Maj Myrddyn E. EDWARDS 
S-l IstLt Benjamin F" COLLINS 
S-2 2ndLt Samuel J. NICKELE 
S· ... 3 Capt D Q M. FERRIS 
s-4 Capt R. L. PHILLIPS 
MD Maj James L. SHELTON 

23Decl966 ~ 2~~yI967 
18Ja.n1966 ... 23May1967 
30Janl966 - 2)May1967 
30Dec1966 - 23May1967 
30Dec1966 - 23May1967 
30Dec1966 - 23May1967 
2SDec1966 - 23May1967 

2. (C) Detachment "A" Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 463, Marble 
Mountain Air Facility; Republic of South Viet Nam" 23 December 1966 - 23 May 
1967. 

3" Average Monthly Strength: 
Officer: 11 NA Enlisted: 41 

4. (C) Important Visitors to Command 

lMay1967 - Lieutenant General Victor H. ImOLAK, USMC, Comartding 
General, Fleet Ma.rine Force Pacifie,-and Party visited MAG-16. LtCo1 
1-T" R. BEELER briefed the party on CH-S3A combat operations and problem areas. 

PART II Chronological Summary of Month's Major Activities. 

4May1967 ~ CH-S3 attempt to lift partially submerged CH-46 from river 
'Was unsuccessful. Attempt by CH-S4 Flying Crane vlas also unsuccessful 
until components 'W·erew.emov~d from the CH-46. 

SlJIay1967 - 'l'tm CH-53A moved a lOS MM Howitzer battery from Bl' 131389 
to QUE SON. As dnsk approached.\) the pick-up zone came under enemy mortar.\) 
automatic weapons, and small arms fire. Number two aircraft departed the 
area due to mechanical difficulties <I LtCol BEELER :in nwnber one aicraft 
returned to the zone to retrieve the ikaEl;,t 16 men of the security force. The 
aircraft received 7 hits but there were no injuries" During return to Marble 
Mountain number tv10 aircraft experienced an :in flight emergency. The number 
one gear box froze causing sudden stoppage of pOi,mr turbine. The pm.ler 
turbine rotor blades sheared from the hub and entered the cabin of the air­
craft striking the crffilJ' chief" Cpl Daniel p. FORD" :in the upper torso. 
Capt O. L" BUSBY, USMC" made a sucessfuJ. night emergency landing at Marble 
Mountain Air Facility vThere the wounded man vlasinnnediately lifted by H-34 
to medical aid. 
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13 May 1967 - During cargo move from Viet An to Hill 29, an aircraft was 
inadvertently overloaded at Viet An.. The overload was not discovered until 
the aircraft had moved out of the restricted zone of Viet An.. The pilot was 
unable to set down due to the rough terrain and unable to gain flying speed 
due to excessive Height. The right main landing gear struck a rice paddy 
dike causing the aircraft to bounce into the air.. This extra altitude enabled 
the pilot to gain flying speed and the aircraft was able to climb out. 
Another aircraft was called to examine the gear and reported that the gear 
was damaged.. The CH-53 jettisoned the cargo and returned to Marble Mountain 
where it was landed on sand bags 0 

14 May 1967 - A CH-46 was being externa11ed from Khe Sanh to MMAF.. At 
Quang Tri, the aircraft was forced to land because of turbulence from thunder­
storms in the area. The CH-53A took three hits during the approach to Quang Trio 

20 May 1967 - Late in ~the day a CH-.53 was diverted from one mission to an 
aircraft recovery missionJ The CR-53 proceeded with the UR-IE escort to the 
site of the downed Ol-C with no prior brief as to the enemy situation or friend­
ly positions surrounding the zone. The volume of fire between enemy and secur­
ity troops was so heavy that the escort could not safely make gun runs on the 
enemy positionso The CH-53 had all exterior lights out and was able to make 
the pick-up in the twilight. ROK security units did a fine job of rapidly 
spotting and suppressing the multiple enemy automatic v-Jeapons positions. 
The Ol-C was a difficult load to carry because ,the wings had not been removed -
causing the the Ol-C to fly into the belly of the CR-53 at airspeeds greater 
than 33 kts. 

23 May 1967 ... HMH .. 463 arrived in country.. All Detachment IIA" personnel and 
property absorbed by HMH-463,. Detachment IIAII no longer exists. 

PART III Significant Events 

1. (C) Personnel" 
ao Transferred: 0 Officers 2 Enlisted 
b. Joined: 0 Officers 0 Enlisted 
:a;;:(G7;;pr,o.m.oted~ Two PFC I s to Lance Corporal 

Three Lance Corporals to Corporal 
do Transferred to HMH-463 on 23 May 1967: 

11 Officers 39 Enlisted 

2. CU) Administration 

30 CU) Awards: First IvIarine Aircraft Wing received a letter of appreciation 
from LtCo1 Nguyen Due Khanh Co:rnmander, 41st ~ving!l VNAF concerning recoveryof 
dOl.med aircraft by CR-46 and CR-53 aircraft. See copy and endorsements by 
MajGen ROBERTSHAW and Col MARTIN (Appendix C). 

4. (U) Casualties: 
Corporal Daniel P. FORD, 2142394, USMC. Injured 2000H, 5 May 1967, 

while acting as cretiJ chief of CR-53A. Corporal Ford was struck by shrapnel frmrn. 
an exploding turbine engine as the helicopter returned to base i' from a tactical 
mission 0 
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5. (U) Civil Action: None 

6. (u) Moralsl\ofeliare Programs: 

7. (U) Informational Services: 

8. (0) Intelligence/Counter-Intelligence: 

a. Six(6) detachment aircraft were hit in six different incidents 
resulting in 14 hits. Five hits were taken while in landing zones, five 
hits were taken during approaches to landing zones, and four hits were taken 
while enrouteq Four incidents were associated'tdth external loads and two 
incidents involved internal loads. 

b. Recent developments indicate the enemy is dissenrinating infor .. 
mation on aircraft recoveries. The new' trend of enemy action concerning 
dmmed aircraft is to avoid contact with friendly security forces. Friendly 
forces report the zone is secure to recov~ helos and escorts. As the ~ 
recovery helo comes to a hover over the downed aircraft, the enemy emerges 
from hiding to direct intense fire at the recovery aircrai't and security forces • 
.After the recovery is made enemy fire halts mltil retraction helos come into 
the zone to pick-up the security forces. When the helos are late in the final 
approach they encounter intense fire. 

9. (0) Air Operations: 

a. Hou.:t'S nmm: 305.3 
b. Sorties: 927 
c. Passengers~ 2,228 
d. Cargo:TDtal: l,496.0Tons 

(1) Internal: 90006Tons 
(2) Externalg 454.5Tons 
(3) TAR: 31 recoveries, 14009 Tons 

(A) Typ-e aircraft recovered; 
UH ... 34D 25 
UHo;:lE 4 
CH .. 46A 1 
Ol .. C 1 

10. (0) Air control~ 
a. Detachment aircraft radar controlledg 
b. Hours of GC..Il. operation: 
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11. (C) HMH-463 Detachment "A" participated in Operations Hiclrory, Crockett, 
Beaver Cage, Unmon, and Union II. 

12. (u) Ground Def ens e: 

13. CU) Command Relationships/Command and Control: 

14. (U) NBC 1,..Jarfare: 

15. cU) Training: 
ao Completed JEST School: 4 

16. cU) Logistics: 

17. (U) Supply: 

18. CU) Motor Transport: 

19. (U) Engineering: 

20. CU) Maintenance: Normal aircraft maintenance was performed on all 
aircraft with the exception of repairs made as a result of the following 
incidents: 

5 May 1967 an inf1ight material failure of the port nose gear box 
caused the power turbine blades to shear from the hub. Most of the disenti­
grating power turbine blades exited from the engineat the 5 0 1 clock position 
passing through the fuselage and striking the cre"l chief 0 One blade struck 
the starboard bulkhead and came to rest inside the starboard fuel cello 

13 May 1967 one aircraft was ina~ertently over loaded in the 
landing zone. The aircraft could not gain flying speed after moving from 
the zone. The right main landing gear struck a rice paddy dike. The fitting 
assembly, of the aft sponson main landing gear inboard right side was torn 
loose from the bulkhead mounting point. liB" damage to the aircraft. 

210 CU) Avionics 

22. CU) Base Development/Military Construction 

230 CU) Communications/Electronics 

Page ~ of to Pages 
Copy --L of ...a... Copies 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (2) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CON FI DENTIAL 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
CONFiDE~rn 1\ I 

CONFIDENTIAL 

• 
3:m.M:crt 
5750 
5 June 1961 
03Al5667 

Appendix A (Table of Operational Statistics) to HMH-463 DET. "All 
Command Cp~ono1ogy for 1 - 23 May 1961. 
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Appendix B (Daily Narrative Summary) to HMH-L,63 DEl'. !lAft Command 
Chronology for 1 - 23 May 1967. 
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m."A" "JJ0f=463 NARRATIVE SUMMARY Fot'-f'.Y 1967 

MISSION 142 WA.S COOLE'l'ED. RETRIEVED ONE H-34 FRCM HILL 29 AiID ONB 
H-34 FROM: TAN KY AND DELIEVERED BOTH TO THE USS OKINAWA. 

MISSION 145lil8 lNCOOLETE. INTERNAL AMMO RESUPPLY to QUE SON, NUl 
LOe SON, VIET ANARD 'IHlEN PHOUC HOWEVER THE WEATHER DETDIORATED IN 'mE 
LATE AFT.IR1tOCI1 MAICINGTHE LIFT UNFEAsiABLE~ 

TOTALS: CABJO: 
lNT: 
EXT: 
PAX: 

FLIGHT TDmz 

51.2'1 
42.6'1' 
8.6'1' 

15 
11.1HRS. 
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OIT. "All IIIH-It§l !WIAt~ Stll!ARY FOR 2 )(AT -1967 
o-

• 
MISSION 142 WAS INCQ(PLETE Dtm TO LACK OF AeFT AVAILABLE. ONE ACF'r _ 

KOVED 41,600LBS OF AMMUNITION. 

KISSI<»1143 WAS INCOMPLETE DUE TO AMOUNT OF CARGO TO BE MOVED. TWO 
ACF't SHUTTLED AMMUNITION FRat QUE SCfi. TO VIET Ali. OR !eFT MonD 155 'S 
FR(J( QUB SOl TO VIET AN. 

MISSION #48 WAS INCCHPLETE DUE TO MECHANICAL TROUBLE. <JlE ACFT MOvD ~ 
SIX (6) 105 t S, AMMUNITION, AND CRmiS FRCM HIIJ.. 29 TO BT128388. UNABLE -
TO CCIITINUE MIS~',ION AND SOME CARGO REMAINS ON THE LSD TO BllIO'fED. 

-, 

MISSION 1149 WAS COIPLE'l'FD. ONE ACFT BlIUTl'LED FUEL FRQ{ COCO BEACH TO _­
SHAWNEE LSA. ~--

MISSION 1147 OF 1 MAT WAS CCMPLETED EARLY THIS MOBNlHG. TWO ACFT 
MADE A TACLOO FLIGHT TO DONG HA. WE ACFT WENT DOWN At DONG HA. " 
ACFT RETURNED TO MMAF FOR PARTS AND WnJT BACK TO DONG HA. BOTH ACFT RE­
!URNED TO IlMAF. 

TOTALS: CARGO: 121.5T 
M: 52.91 
11"1': 68.6T 
PAX: 108 

FLIGHT TEME: 25.4HRS. 
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m. "A" HHH-463 NARRATIVE SUMMARY FOR 3 MAY 1967 

MISSIctl13.9 WAS CCMPLETED. THERE IS MORE CARGO AT TAM KY TO BE MOVED, 
BUT MlBSIC*'WAS TERMINATED A'l" R~UEST ,OF 'rAE 96 AT VIET AN.' FOUR Acrt 
SHUTrI..1JD. DC two PLANE ,RELAYS, AMMUNITION AND !ROOPS FROM TAM ICY TO VIET 
AN.'" 

MISSION #38 WAS DlOOMPLE'l'E DUE TO DARKNESS. FOUR ACFT SHUTl'LID AMMUNIT­
ION FROM LZ 22 TO VIIT AN AND QUE SON. 

toTALS: CARGO: 100.31' 
INT: 8,.1'l' 
EXT: ,to.OT 
PAX: 138 

FLIGHT TDtI. :' 19.2HRS. 
fAR: 5.21 
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ONE ACFT LAUNCHEl> 00 MISSION 1140 TO PHU BAI CARRYn~ IN~A.L CARGO lOll 
MARBl.E MOUNTAIN Am FRIEGHT. THE SINGLE ACFT CARRIED 45.500LBS. OF CARGO 
BETWEEN COCO BEACH AND THE OPERATIQ.l SHAWNEE TAros. PRIOR TO BEING CALlQ 
BACK TO MMAF TO STAND BY FOR AN ACPT RECOVERY. 

ANOTHER ACF! WAS FLIGHT TESTED AND PUT ON STANDBY FOR THE ACFT RlWOVIRJ. 

THE FIRST ACFT WAS rum LAUNCHED 00 MISSION 132. WHILE THE ACFT WAS WORK­
ING ON MISSICM 132 LANDSlWUC BY MISfAKE ORDERED THE ACFT TO RETURN TO MMAF. 
THE I DISCOVERED THE MISTAKE UPCI{ RETURN TO MMAF, THEN RF-LAUNCHED TO 
ATTF>IPT TO ACCOMPLISH MISSION 11'],2. 

THE STANDBY ACft WAS LAUNCHED '1'0 A'l'TDU'T TO HOVE THE DOWNJm Clf,..1.6PJl(Jl 
THE WATER OF A lUVIR TO A SAND BAR 50 THAT THE RECOVERY CREWS COlJU) . 
RI!HOVE ENOUGH CQ(P()N!NTS FOR A CH-53 LIFT AT A IATER DATE. THE HOOl\..UP 
WAS HADE AND THE at-53 ATTDIPED TO LIFT OR MOVE THE CH-46 TO THE SAND­
BAR. FULLPOWER WAS USED AND EVEN THOUGHT THE CH-53 WAS AT MINIMUM WEIGHT 
FUEL, THE CH-46 COUIJ) NOT BE MOVED. 

TOTALS: CARGo: 41.91' 
INT2 19.21' 
EXT: 22.7T 
PAX: 19 

FLIGHT TIHB: 1'.6HRS. 
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DE'l'. "A" HMH..46l NARRATIVE SUMMARY FOR 5 MAY 1967 

., KISSION (140 WAS CCHPLEl'ED. ONE ACFT CARRIED CARGO TO PHU . BAI AND 
DONG HA. AFTER THE TACLOG WAS COMPLETED, TWOUH-34D'S, bNE FRQ( 00)1) 
HA AND alE FRCM QUANG 1ftI STADIUM, WERE RECOVERED TO THE USS OKDlAWA. 

MISf.ION (138 WAS CCllPLETED. (lfE ACFT SHUTTLED 105 AND 155 AMMUNITION 
FROM LZ 22 TO VIET AN. TWO 105'S WERE MOVED FROM LZ 22 TO VIET AN AND 
TWO 105 t S FROM vDf AN TO LZ 22. 

MISSION 146 WAS COOLETED. TWO ACFT MOVED A 105 BA'l'TERY FROM BT131389 
TO QUE Sal. 61 ACP'T RECEIVED MORTAR FIRE IN THE PICK-UP ZONE AND REQUESTED 
FlIED WING AND HELO ESCORT. BOTH AeFT :RECEIVED AUTOMATIC WlAPONS FIRE 
IN THE ZONE AND ENROOtE TO QUE SON. ESTIMATED 50 CAL. FIRE WAS RECEIVED 

, FROM BT115365 WHERE PREVIOUSLY PLOTTED. IJI ACFT TOOl( AT LEAST 'l'Dl (10) 
HITS FROM SMALL ARKS. 12 ACFT HAD AN ENGINE EXPLODE ON RETURN TO Ham 
BASE WOUNDING THE CR!.W CHIEF. ' 

'l'OTALS: CARGO: 72.7T 
mT:36.7'1' 
EXT: 36.0T 
PAIs 214 

BATTLE EVACS: :51 
TAR: TWO (2) lJH-34D'S 

FLIGHT TIME:, 17.4HRS. 
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DET. "All HHH-463 NARRATIVE, SUMMARY FOR 6 MAY 1967 

HISSICfi #46 WAS COMPLETED. ONE ACFT CARRIlIiD AMKUNITI~ FRCM TAX KY 
TO NUl toe SON AND QUE'·&)N. FIRST LOAD CARRIED WAS REJECTED BY NUl 
LOC SON AS DIFICTIVE AMMO. 

MISSION 112J:J wASfXl{PlEl'ED. TACtoo CARGO WAS CAlUUBD '1'0 PHU BAI AND 
DONG HA. upc. CCMPLEflON OF TACLOO, FUEL WAS CARRIED FRCH COCO BEACH 
TO THE SHAWNEE LSA. . ' 

: totALS z CARGO: 39.fjT 
M: 27.3T 
XXT: 1l.7T 

, PAX: .18 
FLIOHTTIME: 6.aHRS. 

, 
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mt"-l"~-_TIJI tyOfAJtY PORi MAY 1967 

KISSION 149 WA5-C~l&TID. ~E (1) (JH....34D WAS RECOVERJID ,JIQk -~.34.3 
TO II HI. AHD OD (1) tJH,;.j4J) WAS RECOVERED FRCM AT812.391 TO lOW'. 

MISSION '47 WAS CCMPLETED CARRYING ONE cnmNT MIDR FRCJI MKAF TO 
THONG DUO. 

TOTALS: CARGO: ,tJ.c;lT 
KIT a 'cJ.rJT 

FLIGHT Tna:: .3.1 HRB • 

. -, 
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DET. "An HMH-463 NARRAtIVE 8tJ)IURY FOR 8 MAY 1967 

SH~~41Rbmm t&,HHoMIdfBI ~.m:P~§BltIfllJll~f1'D~ 
BY ROSE ANN' "B" 10 RETURN '1'0 MARBLE MOUNTAIN ANDSTAND BY FOR AN ACFT 
RECOVERY. 

ONE (1) UH-34 WAS RECOVERED FROM HIlL 55 TO MKAF.' ONE (1) UH-34 
WAS RECOVERED FR(J( QUE SON '1'() KY HA~ 

ONE NIIIHT CARGO 3H.l"rTLE FOR AIR FREIGHT WAS LAtJNCHEDTO DONG HA. 

TOTALS: CARGO: 29.9t 
INT: 11.2'1' 

. EXT: 't.7T 
PAX: 4 

FLIGHT TIME: 6.3 
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'm. "A" ~63 NARRATIVE SUMMARY FOR 9 MAY 1967 

MISSlctl 147 WAS COMPIErED. oNE (1) UH-34D WAS CARRIED FRCK THE OltlHAlfA 
TO KY HA. . 

HISSION 149 WAS A TACLOG TO PHU BAI AND DONG HA AND EXTERNAL FUEL TO THE 
OPiRATION SHAWNRI w. 00 ACFTCAREIED CARGO TO PRU BAI AND SHV'%'TLED 
FUEL TO THE LSA. 

JlIBSION ISO WAS NOT CCJ(PLETED. ONE ACFT LAUNCHED AT 1715 AND MOVED 
'l'BBEE <:3) 10S'S. out GUN WAS MOVED FROM QUE SON TO HILL 55. ~E GUN 
FRCK VIET AN TO QUI ~ AND OOE. GUN FReI{ qUE SON TO LZ 412. 

'l'OTAUh CARGO: 7O.3T 
INT: 11.4T 
EXT: 54.6T 

PAX: 77 
TAR: 4.3'1' 

PLIGHT TlMB: 13.oHRS. 
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• 
'.i~e~'_.yMIJtAnVB SlIHMARY FOR 1$ MAY 1967 

xl~~';'·PJ9'WAS '''L&T.BI). THIS WAS A CON'l'INUATICll or MISSION ISO 
OF 9MAY. ONE AeFT HOVED em: 105 BATTERY FRQ( VIET AN to ,QUISCl4 AND 
ONB 105 HAnER! FRCII QUE SON TO LZ 412. 

lUSSla. 149 WAS C(}(PLETED. ONE ACFT EXTERNALIED am '.WTOR TO 
JlOHO Hi AND Rlt'l'URNED A BAD GENERATOR 'f'O )I(AF. 

)(I3SICli 143 WAS NOT COMPLETED. ONE ACFT LAUNCHJ1) AT 19;1 FOR A TAil 
AT AfC}16,'6. COORDINA'l'I~ WAS POOR AND UH..1J)GUNS DID NOT ARRIVI (J1 

TlMB AND THE ACPT HAD TO ORBIT UNTIL ARTILLERY FlU WAS LIFTED. 'IRST 
A'rl'EMPT AT PICJC.UP FAILED WHEN SUNG CAME OFF OF THE HOOJ(. BY 'lHI,.TlD 
THE SECOND PI<LUP ATTFlIPT WAS MADE IT WAS DArut AND $AND FRQ( LZ .. 
MIGHT laTERNAL HOOK-UP IMPOSSIBLE. ACF'l' RECEIVED SMALL AltlS FIRE nf 
ZONE AND 'l'OOK TWO (2) HITS. 

TOTALS: CARGO: 38.9'1' 
INT: 12.6'1' 
EXT: 26.3'1" 
PAX: t~8 

FLIGHT TDlE: 8.6HRS. 
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Dli:1'. "A.n HMH:;463 NARRATIVE SUMMARY FOR 11 MAY 1967 
,. ~". 

MISSION 143 WAS COMPLE'rED. ONE (1) UH-34D WAS RECOVEun FROIl A'1'9352" 
TO J9Wi'. ONE (1) UH-)4D AND em: (1) UH-11 WERE RlCO'VERED FJO( HII.L 5~ 
TO MMAF. . 

MISSION 144 WAS CUT SHORT BY LANDSHARK "C". ONE ACFT CARRIED EHPTY 
FUEL BAGS lI'RCH THE SHAWNEE LSA TO COCO BEACH. THERE AU OJLY 'l'IUiEE (3) 
SERVICABLE SLINGS LEF't AT COCO BEACH. NO FUEL WAS CARRIED BlCAUSE THE 
AeFT WAS DIVERTED TO MISSION #45. 

MISSION 145 WAS NOT CQ(PLETED AS FRAGGED. THE ACFT WAS UlUBtB TO 
LIFT THE 155'5 ViQ{ VIET AN TO QUE· SON SO THE ·10~tS :rr~QUE·_~ 
NOT BE PUl.IJW OUT. INSTEAD, AlOOlNITION AND 107 15 WERE CAiRIID FRCM 
QUE SON TO USB OIDlAWA. ONE (1) UH ... 34D WAS RECOVERED l"ll()( B'1'138389 
TO KY HA. 

TOTALS: CAlt!lO: 39.71' 
lNT: . 23.01' 
TAR: 16.'tT 
PAX: ~j" 

FLIGHT TIME: 7.4 
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m. f4,a !III-It6, ' •• Tm' SJMKAilFOR 12 HAl 1967 

ftIO >&en LAUNCHED m MISSION #41 AND #42. PILOrS WEft& BRUFD to 
BI PBPitlm to DIVERT FOR A t1H-34 HECOVERY n<Jl DIA LOC. KISSICllS 1141 
AND 142 WERE CQMPl..E1'EJ) AND ACFT RETURNED TO MKAF FOR A CREW. SWITCH. 
!HE len' WID NOT REQUESTED TO PICK-UP THE UH .. 34 AT DAl too. (liE AcrT 
WAS SlMT TO DCMG HA. CIi MISSION 111'12, A UH-34 RECOVDY rRQI JiIU HIU. 
881 'lO DONG Hi. MISSION 11(,2 WAS WELL COORDINATED BI lOSi AD "Au 3. 
THE 0'lH!R leFT ENCOUNTERED MECHANICAL PROBLm4S AND WAS £GBLI 1'0 C~CI 
HISSICt4 143. 

'!'HE AHOUNT OF CARGO SPECIFIED (Ii THE FRAG AND THI AJlOUNT OF CABOO 
CARRIED FRO( tHE ZOOS DIFFERED GREATLY. THI) DIFFDDCI MAS B~ NOTED 
ON MANY OCCASICJl5 AND AUlOST ALWAYS RESULTS IN THE Aen HOVDG MORE 
CARGO TlWI WAS ~ECIFI!D IN THE FEAG. . UNITS REQUESTDlO SUPPORT SHOULD 
BE AS ACCtmATE AS POSSIBlE WHEN INDlCATDIG '!HE AHOUlifCP C.llGO TO • 
TRANSPORTED. ' 

tJlDBR ESTIHATnm REQUIREJ4ENTS WILL RESULT IN to FEW Aen' BlDO'AlSIGNED 
'1'0 mBMISSI<Ji. TO FEW ACF1' CAUSES THE MlSSIClil TO BI DBA'WN OUT LafGER 
!HAN IS NECESSARY. 'l'HIS IXCEssm TIME REQUIRED COUlD MAli nil DIFFERENCE 
BI"1'W:EFli CCIIPLlTlNG 'fHE MISSlCfi IN 00 DAY OR HAVING '1'0 JUmmN AND };'lNISH 
THE NEXT MORNINO. 

OVBR IS'l'DA TING ~UlRlJiENTB SHOULD ALSO BE AVOIDED. HllVER NEED­
LESSLY TIE UP AN ACFT THAT COUID 131 WORKING ESL1!lWliEliE. 

MISSION 61 .no FOR: 
ACTUALLY 'fRAN sPORrID: 
UNDER ESTlMA1ID: 

IUSSIOH #42 

CALlED FOIt: 
ACTUALLY ftARSPOR'tED: 
UNDER ES't'DfA!JI). 

TOTALS: CAHOO: 
IN'!': 
EX.,: 
TAR: 
PAX: 

P'LIGH'l' 'l'DUt: 

125 TROOPS 7,aooI IIDBH!L 
1'2 TROOPS 12~2OOI :rtft'IJttaL 

26,0001 MAL 

83 'fliOOPS NO IIi! CAJOO 
79 TROOPS 39,EO')I Dll'EBNAL 

39,8001 TOTAL 

33,0001 EX'l'ERNAL 
54.WJI IXTUNAL 
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DET. "A" HMH-463 IWtRA!M 5l1MMARY FOR 13 MAY 1967 

MISSICif I~ 148 calPLErID. TWO A CFT LAUN CHEn AT ¢31 5 FOR A 'l'1lOOP 
Lm. taBACP'f MOVED 176 TROOPS Fldl HOI AN TO B'rl641. !HE DROP ZONE 
WAS POORLY LITE AND THREE LZ'S ON THE SAME FREQUENCY A.RI too MANY. 

lUSSltJI 136 WAB UlCOMPLETE. THE HOOK-UP T.EAH WAS NOT READY ON TIME 
so THE Acrt CARRml FUEL FRCM COCO BEACH TO SHAWNEE LSA.. WHIN THE ACFT 
WAS READY POR REOOVERY THE CH-53 WAS UNABLE TO LIFT THI UH-ll BECAUSE 
OF LOCATION IN A RAVINE. 

KISSION 137 WAS COMPLETED. TWO JEEPS WERE CARRllt> P'RCIl HILL 2!J !O 
THE IPD. 

MISSlOO 138 WAS INCOOLETE. ONE ACPT MOVED J. l~S 'S PBCil VIET AN 
TO HILL 29. WH»i THlI: ACFT RETURNED '1'0 THE ZONE ON 'l'HB lAST TiIP. IT 
WAS OVER LOADED BY 2fIYJI. FRCK WHAT 'lHE LOAD MASTER II THE ZONE SAID. 
THE AeFT WAS DAMAGED ON T.O. FORCING THE ACFT TO ~RT. 

MISSIOR 1139 WAS OOHPLETED. ONE (1) UH-34D WAS RECOVERED FRaI HILL 5S 
AND ONE (1) UH-34D WAS RECOVERED FR(J{ DIA LOC. BOTH AeFT WERE RE'l'UIm:D 
TO MXAF. 

MISSION #41 WAS CCHPLETED. ONE ACFT CARRIED AMHUHITICli rroM LZ 22 
TO QUE SON. UNDSHABlt ~STED THE ACFT TO MAD ANOTHIR TRIP WITH 1 55 
POWDER BUT THE 06 OF THE ~. STATED HE NEEDED ROUNDS NOT POWDER" 

MISSION '42 WAS cctn>Lb.'TED. ONE ACFT RECOVERED <JIE (1) tlI-11 PRCH 
KI HA TO THE USS OllNAWA. 

MISSICII 169 WAS C()(PlETED. TWO ACFT CARRIED WATER, "C" RATIONS, . 
AND AMMUNITION FRCM TAM. KY TO QUE SON. THE ACFT COULD NOT RAISE QUE SCli 
00 ASSIGNED FREQUENCY UNTIL OVER THE LZ. THIS CREATES A DANGEROUS SITUATION 
AS QUE 800 ARTlllERY IS CONSTANTLY FIRING. 

TOfAL8: CARGO: 
M: 
EXT: 
TAR: 
PU: 

PLIGH'!' TIM!: 

122.51' 
62.5'1' 
48.2'1' 
l'.8T 

237 
2S.5HRS. 
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DII. "An HIIH-MJ NARRATIVE SUHMARY FOR 14 MAY 1967 

MISSION II 33 INC<JU>LETE. CARRIED CARGO FRCM MMAF TO PHU BAl. 
PROCEEDED TO SHAWNEE L$A ANt> WAS TOLD MISSION WOULD NOT BE READY UNtIL 
AFTERNOCII. 

MISSICli /I 38 WAS COMPLETE. RESUPPLY TO HILL 881. 

MISSION I 40 WAS c<:MPJEl'E. RESUPPLY FR<H TAM KY TO QUE SON. BACKLOADED 
. FRGt ,mT AN TO HILL 29. 

MISSION II 45 WAS DlCOMPLETE. CARRIED H-46 lRCK KHE SANH TO QUANG TRI. 
ABORTED DUE TO TURBULENCE. Ale BECEIVED FIRE AND TOOl 3 HITS ON APPJt()lCH TO 
QUANG TBI. 

MISSION # 100 WAS COMPLETE. Fl4ERGENCY MEn EVAC FLOWN FRCH "c" MEn TO 
KY HA ON EVENING OF 13 MAY 1967. . 

MISSION I 100A WAS COMPLETE. NIGHT EMERGENCY RESUPPLY FRCH LZ 22 TO 
QUE sm. FI.OWN IN CONJUNCTION WITH MISSION # 100 Oti " KAY 1967. 

STATISTICS OF MISSIONS # 100 & l00A OF 13 NOT PREVIOUSLY REPORTED. 

TOTALS: CARGO: 
Ill!': 
EXT: 
TAR: 
PAX: 

FLIGHT TlME: 

67.8 T 
60.7 T 

1.9 If 
5.2 T 

101 
16.4 MRS. 

Page ~ or'~ Pages 
Copy -L- of -2- Copies 

.'. ' ." 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENT1AL 



DECLASSIFIED 

~ONFIDENTlAt • • 
cOnFIDENTIAL 

, DET. hA" fD:!H!4t, PRBA'l'lVB BUHMABI 'OR 15*1 1967 . " . 
M'ISSION--143IS 1 COITlJIUATI<»t OF 14 MAY 67. HISSICf{ 143 -uutiCHID 

AlTER 14 HAY REPOITS WIBE SOJJUTTED. THIS WAS AN JlfERGENCY RESUPPLY OF 
31OOO1ba. OF 155 .AMMO AND (liE 105 HOW rim LZ 22 TO QUE 0. 

MISSION 1149 IS A LATE REPOR'!' FROM 14 HAY 67. OHE AIRCRAFT RECOVERED 
~".~",~~ "(11 XD 384337 TO PHU BAl. UPON CG'PLITION, TffE AIRCR,U'T WAS 

to MISSION #14-16 AND CARRIED PART OF A RADIO REIAY TEAK FROI HILL 
661 TO SCA'l'LSA. .' 

MISSION I 44 WAS FiAOOED FOR IS,4OO1b •• OF AMMO. THE AIRCBUIr JloVED 
ONE LOAD OF AMMO, 6,7001ba., FRQ>1 TAM ICY LSA TO .1'HAMG-BIR CCMPLl'nNG THE 
MISSION. 

MISSION #44 .OVED TWO '55 HOWITZERS FRQl BT 142576 'l'O HILL 29. 

MISS_ I 45 WAS AN AMKORI:;SUPPLY FRCH tz 22 TO QUE SCN. TWO AIRCRAFT 
MOYD ~2,2001ba. OF AMMO UD am 105 GUN FRCM LZ-22 TO QUE SON. 

MISSION /I 49 WAS A TACLOG TO DONG Hi. UPON ARRIVAL AT DONG lIl, '!'HE 
AIRCRAFT CAWED 4.2 AMMO TO BA ImG AND ~T TO MISSION /I 32. 

MISSION Ii 32 RECOVERED <m; CH.;.46 FR()( QUANG TftI TO MMAF. 

MISSION II 47 liAS A TROOP LIP"l' 'R(J{ AN HOA TO HOI AN. MIBSION WAS WELL 
COORDINATED AND 102. TROOPS WERE CARRIED IN THREE TRIPS. 

HISSlOO II 101 WAS A 1ACLOG '1'0 PHU BAl. 

TOTALS: CARGO: 
INT: 
EXT: 
TAR: 
PAX: 

FLIGHt 'I'IME: 

83.1 T 
56.4 T 
17.6 T 
9.~ T 

t62 
18.9 1mB. 
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. m. HAlf HMH-1t6' NARRATIVE SpRY FOR 16 MAY 1962 

am AIRCRAFT LAUNCHED TO PHU BAI WITH Am FRElGHT CARGO ON HI .... ' 
#45 &: 48. '!'HE LZ AT HILL 670 WAS FOUND TO BE T<X\ flfALt AND CONTAlNl\I":.·WO· 
MANY SHARP S'l'l.iIPSWHICH ENDANGERED THE AIRCRAP'l' BELLY. THIS ZONE IS "{i;­
SAFE FOR CH-53 OPDATIOlIiS. THE AIRCRAP!' THEN CoomNCED MISSION 48 BUT 
WENT TO A DOWN SfATUS AT PHU BAl. ANOTHER CH-53 LAUNCHED FRCH MMAF TO PHU 
BAI WITH REPLACDO:1I! PAftTs FOR THE DOWNEO AIRCRAFT. THi DOWNED AIRCRAFT 
WAS REPAIIID AND WORDD ON HISSION 48 THE RrHAlNDER OF THE IllY. 

THE OTHER AlftCBAP"l' DELIVERED THE PARTS AND PROCEEDEO TO KY HA (II )(ISSI(J( 
43. PRIOR TO REACHING ICY HA THE AIRCRAFT CONTACTED MAG 36 5.), IUS, lY lU 
TOW"ER,LDlDSHAlUC "A", AIID LANDSHARK, BlIT NO CN'E KNEW THE WHEREABOUTS or 
THE TWO H-34 TAll PILWS 'to BE PICKED U' NOR WAS ANYONE AWARE or lUSSICJf 43. 
THE AIRCRAFT THEN C(JO(DCED M.ISSION 44, AN AMMO RESUPPLY FReM TAM XI TO QUE 
BOO. AFTER CCMPLE'fIOH. OF MISSION 44, THE AIRCRAFT Rh"'TURNED TO !!MAF AHD WAS 
LAUNCHED ON 'MIssIQq 4!&. J.. TROOP RETRACTION FRat BT 155405 TO HOI AN. 'fHI .. 
AlRCRAF'l' THEN pm:eDDJW to LZ 401, PICKED UP A DOWN H-34 AND CARRIED IT TO 
HMAF. 

TOTALS: CAJlGO: 
INT: 
EXT: 
TAR: 
PAX: 

FLIGHT TDm: 

".0 T 
27,1 T 
1.6 T 
4.' '1' 

271 
12.0 1mB. 
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Dft. "A" HHH-463 NARRATIVE SUMMARY FOR 17 MAY 1967 

MISSION #43 WAS CCMP~TE. EXTERNALtEO ONE CH-h,6 FRI]( MHAl TO THE 
USS PRlNCETCIl. 

MISSION 1144 WAS INCCHPLETE DUE TO WEATHER HOWEVER THE ruGGED AMOUNT OF 
CARGO WAS KOVED FlQ( KIIE SANH TO HILL 881 AND 861. 

MISSION 1Ih,7 WAS COOLE'i'E. TACLOG MMAF TO DONG HA TO SHAWNEE LSA TO 
PHU EAI TO HKAF. 

MISSION #48 WAS INC<E'LETE. TACWG FROM MMAF TO DONG HA. MOVBmNT OF 
105s FR<ll CAM 10 TO CON THlEN WAS NOT COOLETED DUE TO DARINESS AND THi .... 
DROP ZONE BEING UNDER MORTAR ATTACK. 

TOTALS: CABOOs 
INT: 
EXT: 
TAR: 
PAX: 

FUGHT TIKE: 

26.4 T 
21.1 T 
0.0 T 
5.4 T 

98 
10.3 
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DET • itA tf HHH-463 NARRA rIVE Stl4MARY FOR '8 )(ay 1967 

MISSION 142 WAS C<J.DlLETED. ONE (1) UH-34))'WAS SCOVEUD FRCM In 640272-
TO PHU BAl. 

MISSION 144.8 CQlPLE'l'ED. TWO (2) UH-341>8 WERE RECOVERED rRQ( AN HOA 
·t,,: TO MMAF .• · 

MISSION 138 WAS COMPLETED. TWO (2) AIBCRAF'l' SHUTTLED CARGO FliQ( DONG HA 
TO CONTHIEN ALL DAY. MISSION WAS FRAOOED FOR 90 TROOPS, 25,OOOlbs. J.1ft) 
6 10521. THE AIRCRAFT KOVED 171 TROOPS, 132,OOIlbe, and CARRIED 'l'HE 105e. 
#2 AIRCRAFT KECOVERED ONE (1) UH-34D FR(]( CON'l'HlEN TO DCIIG' HA, AND ONE UH-1E 
FRat DORG KA 'to PHU BAl. 

TOTALS: . C1I00s 
DT, 
lIT: 
TAR: 
PAX: 

FLIGHT TIMEt 

105.1 '1' 
66.1 T 
17 •. 5 '1' 
21.5 T 

171 
18.4 HRS. 
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DET. CIA" !iM-=463 NARRATIVE SUl4KARlFOR 19 MAY 1967 

ONE AIRCRAFT LAUNCHED TO DONG HA ON MISSION 3g, A TOP PRIOIIT! AIOIO 
RESUPPLY TO CON TIEN. UPON ARRIVAL AT DONG HA AT O~, THE PILOT FOUND NONE 
or THE 88,OOOlba. OF AMMO WAS READY TO BE LIFTED. PILOT PROCEEDED TO . 
KHE SANH' (lBHISSION 33, RESUPPLY OF HILLS 861 AND 881. A't C(J{PLET1ON OF 
X1SS10N 33 AT 1205, AIRCRAF'l' RETURNED TO DONG HA, lUSSICti 38 STIU. NOT 
READY. AIRCRAFT PROCEEDXO TO PHUBAI, PICKED UP FORX un., AND LIFTED IT 
rODOOG HA. MISSION 3g NOT YET READY. AIRCBArt STANDIM) BY AT DQiG HA. 
",,6.30 THE LSA WAS READY AND BEGAN LOADING THE AIRCRAFT, EIGHT AND ONE 
HALF HOURS LATE. 27,OOOlba. OF THE FRAGGED gg,OOOlbe. WAS CARRIJD BEFORE 
DARKNESS ENULOPID THE ZONE. 

ONE AIICbFT WAS LAUNCHED ON MISSIONS 36 AND 37, XOVE 07 ARTILI..DI 
BATTERY'" QUI SON TO B'l'026342, PLUS TRUCKS FRCJf TAM lYe PRAG CALLED FOR 
40,OOOlbs. or CABOO, ZONE ACTUALLY HAD 1~,OOOlb.,. TO BE MOUD. NOT 
COMPLETE DUE TO DARKNESS. 

TOTALS: CARGO: 

'''''''!l\. ... > '. 

INT: 
lIT: 
TAR: 
PAX: 

FLIGHT TIMI: 

72.1 T 
5'.3 T 
9.' 't 
7.5 T 

53 
11.8 HRS. 
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DJrl'. "A" HKH-463 IIARRATlVE SUMMARY FOR a> MAY 1967 

ONE AtJI'T LAUNOHID ON lUSSION #42 AND 144. AND WAS LATU JOINED BY A 
SECOND ACFT. MISSION 144 WAS AN ARTlIJ..Dr POSITION II-SUPPLI. THE rBAG 
CALLED FOR 89,OOOLBS. or lWTEBNAL CARGO TO BE 'l'BAHSPOIl'l'!D. M fhl') .lon 
ACTUALLY CARRIED 146~OOOLBS. OF DTERN4L CARlO RlFORl mtJRllDiG TO IIW'. 
'mE TWO ACFT RETURNED TO MMAr. (tiE WASDOWNHICHAIlICALLY. 'IHI O'fHD SWITCHED 
CREWS AND PROCEEDED Cti MISSION #42. THIS MISSION WAS TO TRANSPOfti 'BOX 
ARTILLEJtY POSITlal PRCI1.BS63{1856 to BS6778ffi. THE ROk MARINIS DlD AN 
OUTSTANDING JOB OF HAND ~DlNG AND UNLOADING THE 00-53. THE .leFT HAD TWO 
LIFTS LEFT TO PERrORM PRIOR TO COMPLETING THE MISSION WHEN THE .leFT WA.S 
DIVERTED TO MISSIQI #42A. THIS MISSION WAS PERFORMED RAPIDLY DUE TO APPROACH­
nm DAnRNESS. mB at-~3 PROCEEDED WITH THE UH-1E ESCORT TO THE SITE or 
THE DOWNED o,.c WITH NO PRIOR BRIEF AS TO mil!HY SITUATIOO OR FRIENDLY 
POSI'l'IONS SUBiOUNDOO THE ZONE. THE VOLUMNI OF FInE Bl!.'TWEEN ENEMY AND 
SECURITY TROOPS WAS so HIlVY THAT THE ESCORT COULD NOT SAFELY MAKE GUN 
RUNS (]l THE FmXt POSITICIlS. 'mE CH-53 HAD AU, EXTERIOR LIGHTS OUT AND 
WAS ABLE TO MAKE THI PICK-UP IN THE TWILIGHT. IiOK SECURITY UNITS DID 
A FINE JOB OF RAPIDLY, SPOTING AND SURPRESSING THE MULTIPLE AW POSITIONS. 
'mE 01-C WAS A DIFFICULT LOAD TO CARRY EXTERNALLY BECAUSE THE WING HAD 
MOT BEEN RmoI0VED t CmmG THE 01-C TO FLY INTO THE BELLY OF THE CH-53 
AT AIR SPEEDS GliEA,..EI THAN 33KTS. 

ONE AeFT WAS LAUNQlID TO DONG HI. ONE MISSIONS #39, 40 AND 41. }U5SIONS 
139 AND tl4¢. RE-itJpPLY OF HILLS 861 AND gSI, WERE RUN SIMULTANEOUSLY. 
MISSION 14', RESUPPLY OF CON THIm, WAS CCMPIETF..D EXCEPT FOR TROOP LIFT 
PRCM III UJlQ TO CAM LO. THE 85 TROOPS WERE NOT AT BA L~G AS WAS BRIEFED. 

TOTALS: CARGO: 
INT: 
EX! I 
TARe 
PAX: 

FLIGHT TIMBs 

149.7! 
9'~9'f 
".51' 
1.)T 

11 t . 
22.6HRS. 
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DET. "Alr HMH-463 NARRATIVE SUMMARY FOR 21 MAY 1967 

MISSION #35 WAS CGfPLETED. n~TERllAL CARGO FROM t 5th AERIAL CARGO 
TERMINAL TO USS PRINCI!.'TON. . 

MISSION #35A WAS CANCELI..J:,1) BY WING. 

MISSION 1140 WAS CCMPLETE. EMERGENCY FOOD RESUPPLY FRQ.2 TAM KY LSA TO 
QUE SON. 

MISSION 1141 WAS CbCELLED BY TAM KY LSA. 

TOTALS: CARGO: 
INTs 
EXT: 
TAR: 
PAl: 

FLIGIJT TIME: 

27.7 T 
23.4 T 
0.0 T 
4.3 T 

15 
6.0 HRS. 

I 
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nET. MAtt HMH=}t63 NAWTlVE SUMMARY FOR 22 MAY 1967 

• 
MISBI~ #34 WAS C(J(PLETE. AMMO RE8UPPLY FRCM TAM IY LSA TO B'f 027341. 

MISSION '37 WAS INCCMPLE'l'E. UNABLE TO LIFT 155e DUE TO HIGH TEMPERATtmE 
-~ OD 110 WIND CONDITIONS. 

MISSION 1J40 WAS INCCMPLETE. AN H-34 INTENDED FOR MHAF WAS LE1I'T AT HUEI 
PHU BAI DUE TO CR-53 MECHANICAL DIFFICULTIES. 

MISSION 140A WAS CCHPLETE. TAe LOG FR<M MMAF TO PHO· BAl. RETRIEVED 
ONE H-34 FRCJ4: HUE CITADEL HOSPITAL PAD TO PHU BAl. 

TOTAL$.: CARGO: 
INT: 
EXT: 
TAR: 
PAl:: 

FLIGHT rDlE: 

70.5 T 
43.4 T 
17.7 T 
9.4 T 

49 
14.8 HRS. 
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Appendix C (CG, 1st MA.loJ Letter of Appreciation) to HMH-463 DEl'. "A II 
Command Chronology for 1 - 23 May 1967. 
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F.r(lll: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircr"lft, Grou;:- "1 (, 
To: Command~ Crfieer, Harine MeniU'l1 Helicopt~r ~f1 ... !tircn ")"'5 

Conms.ndinp: Officer, f·fl'lr:i.ne Hedium H~J ie01')t~:r gru"nron h(.'" 

Subj: Letter of Appreciation 

1 • Readdressed and fOI'!'Plrded with pleOFlure. 

2. Reports such 11.() t.h~5e :'\re A. source of !"l'p;tt pride to m.e".nC/, 
reflect superior 'lirm~nship hy all coneemed. Fl!'!Rse COJTflP-Y' 
my personal anpreciation to those resnonflihle for the~e aetions. 

of -1 I1J Ps 
COttfHJ Ef'H~L 

-I 
( 0 i" '1 I of :2. (Q;~-:'"~s 
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BUJlQUARTERS 
1st Mar1rle Aircraft Wing 

Fleet Marine 10l'Ce, pacific 
FPO San Franciaoo 96602 

Prom: COJlJlUlnding General 
To r Ocmmanding Officer, Marine A1re1"att Group 16 

Su"oj: Letter of Appreciation 

7Blaeb/2 
16~O 

MfW J J. 1~~H 

Encl: ~ (1) Copy Oadr bl.t Wg VNAF Itr ot Appreciation SO 307fJ/kdlil/kt/vp 

1. The contents of enclo.ure (I) are noted 'With extreme pleasure. 

2. fhe IJU8tained perfonumce ot the officers and men of your COlllllland 
in the a"Utenee rendered to the 41st Wing Vietnamese Air Foree i8 a 
fine Qli:<lmple of "Free World Forces" .fighting for the same cause. 

3. Through your prol •• sional skill and superb aeronautical fiying your 
Group has enabled a fighting .lement t.o retain its combat effectiveness 
in its fight against the insurgent Communist forces. 

4. Please extend ~ sincere appreciation to the officers and roan oon­
eel'ned 1'01" a job -well done. n 

L. B. ROaERTSI1Avl 
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Kbo 3.198 nga;y 2:5 thang 4 nam 1967 

FROM: Lt ColDnel. NGUYEN DUe KHANR 
Commander. 41 st W.ing Vl:;AF 

• ttET tUM eONG ROA 
BO Quoe moNG 

:00 TONG TRAM MW 
mom QUAN 

KRONG OOAN 41 

To ***** 
C¢lJlt!i8n d1ng General. SO 3 Q '] iJ /lID41/If!E/VP 
1 st 14arine A:i.r Wing 

~: Let.ter o£ app:reojati.on 

1 .... Over the past year. your 1 st 1·1ar:1.ne Air Wing baa been respona1bl.e f'or the 

recO"l1'ery or SOllle 13 downod 41 st l-ling (VNAF) aircraft. .AJ.J. of these aircra.f't 

have been J.oca.ted ld'th1n the I Corps area, ne~eJ.eSSf 7fJ!, or them haw 

been downed i.n a.rea.s lrIhere aeeu:rity vas questionab1e. The :1mmed:iate re­

action 1:u your uni:ts has perm5.tted a record of' 100% e1':f'ectiveness on each 

recovery attempted. 

2." Wort.hy of' mention are the f'our most recent rocoveries lw H-46 and a-53 

a.:ircra£t and crews of' your command. First, the reoO'li'e17 by :tI-$s, engine 

tmd.-ro'tor head of an H-34 VUAF helicopter that crashed in a J..agoon south 

of PHU BAI (ZD 050/<J7S) As a rasul.t of' th:is reoovery. 'We were able to 

determine the most prol:la.bl.e cause and take necessary oorreotive act:1.on in 

the hopes to preclude a.IW" such future accidents. Secol'ld.l¥,. the recovery of 

an o-1E FAC VNAF aircra.i't from 'l'hien Fhuoo (BT 120/1)0).,. wh:tch is present~ 

back:in the inventory f"4ring at th:i.s moment.. ~,. a downed H-34 VNAF 

he1..:1.copter l.ocated at Phuoc lam (BT 065/045) was recovered. l:(r your new 

II-53 hell. copter and escorted by our A.1H .fighters. Th:l.s recovery was 

compl.eted within three and one hal.t.' hours. Four, on Tbursd.ay,. 18 AprU, 

H-46 airerai"t recovered. an o..1E VNAF ah-craft .from HUE Ci.tad.el.. This 

was aocnmpl1shed wi thin two and one hal.f' hours. 

3.- lathO\J.t the v:LtaJ. support provided us tv your units" our 1nvent.Q1"y of a.:tr­

erart would have dropped al.a.rm3.nely, 8eriousl¥a:tf'eoting our over all. 

attitude ot: yrru::c mGn. and the £ast reaction provided us, we have sustained 

~ minor 1.o8ses.. We nppreciato your support. and request that the 

appJ.'opriato u.n:tts be conaratuJ.ated on a job well done. 

DECLASSIFIED 


