
 DECLASSIFIED 

.• ~:0' ........ ,,(~@MrtDE JIAl 
I~H1~AW Fm!COPT:jR SQrjAnOOlt 463 

Frolj1: 
To;: 
Vial 

, ,H~3.rino. A1~l'ri£t ,Gro'up' i'6 q 

, 

1st lmina!Mioraf·;; ,T'Me; FNF Pacific 
FPdl Ba6 Frandisco 96602 

po~ing Offi~or", . 
COllll1DMantof tho Marine Corps (Code A03D) 
eo.'U'1ding Otficer, Marine .ld.rcra.£t Group 16 
Cozmnahdihg General, 1st Marine .rt:f.rcraft ~'lirig' 
Commanaing GCllel'al, F}1FPacii'ic 

.3:H1l.G :scb ' 
03A03670 '" 
, > Fobruary 197 b 

~, ': . 

", ,i I . 
Subj' ~ Command Chl'onology tor period 1 January 1970 to 31 Janu~ 1970 

nor: ~~l) '~~p!g65~7~~.8A " 
(0 . '!rIgO 5'l~O,4 
(a GruO 51;0.10' 

~Olt J(l) lwipe I{oavy Hel!ddptoio SqJsidron, h63 Coratnand ChrO~bldgy 

: :. 

~ . ~ . , j ', 

16 In accord8nco ~ththo p~oVisi6ns br reforences (a), (b), (e) and (d) 
enclosuro (1) is' submitted. ',. ' 

20 1l1is lot tor is downgradOd to uit6J.tlS s1fied upon, reinoval of dnclos1..1re (1). 

OmtFIDEHTJJJ. •••• -=-_ ....... w ... " ............ .• ""' __ 

DECLASSIFIED 



CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

HM.H·463 S&C fijlES 
CONTROL #_~.c:2 - ? d . 

COpy # ! ofJl-L 

MARINE HEAVY rmLICOPTER sQtrADRbN 463 
Narble Nounta:1n .Atr F acilf.ty . 

Republ:tc of Vie"t.neJil . 
1 JANUARY 1970 - 31 JAJ.IJUARY 1970 

I 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PART I 

PART II 

Pll.RT In 

DECLASSIFIED 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Organiz8.tional, Datia 

1 .. Designation 
2. Loc~tion 
3. Staff Ofri oors 
4. Average ~bnthly Streng"l:.h 

Narrative Summary 

3rHAG:acb 
o3A0.361O 
5 Fehrttary'1970 

Sequential Listing of Significant ~vents 

1. FMF Organizations Connnitted to Combat and SLF 

a. Comba.t l1issions Assigned 
b. Significant Operations Conducted 
c. Casualitics Inflicted on the Ene~ 
d. Casualitios Sustained 

",eo N8Vl TE)chniques Employed 
f. Connnand Relations 
g. Equipment 
h. Logistics 
i. Civic Action 
j. .Adm:i.nistraUon 
k. PersonnC31 
1. Intelligence 
m. ConnnunicaUons 
n. Ifeather ' ' " 
o. Fire Support 
p. .Air SUPP01't 
q .A.cti vations/Deacti va:l:.ioI)B/Redos1gna. tioD.e 

, . 
"-' ".' 



DECLASSIFIED 

PART I oroorIZATIONAL DATA 

1 • ' D9,piwe.tion , 
Marino Hca-v.1 Helicopter Squadron 463 

Comander 
Ltcole C. A. BLOCK 

2. ~ocatioll' 23 May, 1967 - 31 Janum"lJ 1970, }srb1e lTotUltain" RiTN. 

';, ,',' ,"':.3. ~e.ff Officors :,)n} 
," , X.O, Haj Richard A. GOVONI 

r,iaj Stephen roSIDNIS 
S-1 Capt Robert G. TIJ:11TE 
S~2 lstL-ti Donald H. PEnSEY 
S-3 'l'faj Stephen IDSOONIS 

Uaj H. A. GIDEOHSE 
, 's-4 " Uaj Pater F. J&'lSS 

" ',':4. AvorD,BO- l1onthl;y Strength 

!!§l£ 

Oft. '00. 
:3r'" W 

Pf.RT II ' NARP..ATIW Smn'lhRY 

... ,~ - .... > \ 

1 Jrulf 7'0 ,': 1 J$1 70 
8 JIlN 70 - 31 JAN 70 ' 
1 JAN 70 -
1 JJI.l~ 70 .. 
1 ,JM~ 10 -7 JAN 70 
8 Jm 70 - 31JiiN' 70 
1 JAN 70 -

Off. ::hl. 
0-- 0-

1 JAN 70c, ,In eupport of Operation VICTORY DRliGON one CH-53 floW' 30 ~6I'-
, ",' ,,;tios 'liJl '4., hours transportinG 66 troops 'and 36.6 tons of cargo 

; (0.6 ;f.nternal ond 36.0 external)' i'l~om LZ 211 to BT 085527, 
,BT019509, BT 060509, BT 0605~0, l'J'ld BT 032509. , A total of 
43 sortios, in 10.2 hours, wore fimm transporting 1 05 troops 
and 52.0tonso! oargo '(12.0 intcmru. and 40.0 9xternal). A 
TAR of on() QH-46 was aco,o~1ishod from ,It! 925912 to MWW Q 

2 JAN 70: In, supp,ort of Operation VICTORY DRLiGOU one ClI .. 53 flew 16 sortios 
'in 2.0 hours. tr~sport1ng 126 troops and,9.0,tqn~ of exterl181. 
cargo from LZ 211,to DT 0450" DT 0953,BT 0450"J3T 0360, and 
BT 0450. ,A total of 59 sorties in 15.9 hours ~~cro flown this 
date transporting'196 troops and 100.0 tons of cargo (4.5 
internal and,95.5,oxtornal). 

3 JMi 70: In support of Operation VICTORY DP ... \GoW ,one CH-53 flew 10 sorties 
in 2.0 hours tr~llsporJc.ing 39 troops !!!ld 1300 tons of external 
carGo from LZ· 211 to DT Cr' ,-;ho, BT 070515, .nnd DT 032509 e 

'~\ toJc.al of 63 sortios in ,6 hours wore flown this date trans-
pozr'c.ing 592 troops and 5.: tonso! curao (6.1 internal and 
47.1 external.). ~ TJ.R of .)no CH-46 t'las accomplish~d from YD 
386002 to Mr'11F. 
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4 J/iN 10: 
~:. < 

A total of 88 sort.ies in 18.6 liotU's. Here fiOt-lIl this da.te.. . 
transporting 81 0 '"roops al1d 90.3 tons of oargo (13.8 intarria:t . ':~::: 
and 76 oS oxternaJ.). Two TAR IS .101"0 acconplished: a CH-46 
from AT 935365 to .~ll1AF L1l1d'Dll AH-1G'from LZ Ross, to MMrlF •..... 
Tho squadron at1sta~cCl nogativocasiullties or damage in ' .• ~ . 
early morning mcirtbr' and Rocket attack. 

5 JAH70: A total. of 19 sorties in 14.3 hours 'Wore flown this da:pe ~ra.ns­
porting 114 troops and 6.0 tons of cargo (210 1b.tornriJ. and '.' 

.,:'t, I," 

4.0 external) 0 ." .":.' ,. 

Th,suppbrt of Opohltibrl.trtaront DlW.G~T one eR-53 flew 38. 
sorties :th 4.3 hours transporting 199 troops Dnd 2605 tens ()f . 
externa.l cargo from LZ 2111;0 DT 101530, nT' 049509, BT 020571, . 
nnel BT 037308. A total of 100 sorties :in 18.9 hours were f'lm1n' 
~his da.to transporting 638 troops ru:ld 70.3 tons of cargo (7;4.::: 
internal and 62. 9 extornp~)., ' , ", 

1 vI!Jl 79; ~",~g~~~,~~r.]ri8~~~~!J~AA"1P,,;.,P8l.l;~'·JfR~fJ;?:}1nth~~ ~1i~, Fan~­
", R?~~ll' j2.JiZ;~H?l?~",QJl ... ,~;,>~2'.@; 1R~ .g~.fi~~9, .. !..~,q, ~~prns~ ~~;,~~~g 

'; . • i,~qrn\,·.{!" 4- :tAR, 8&: .. Rtlfr. #J~ )), J:Tq.fl.I;\Q99.~1,;~.~~R~tJ~,qm,~ b~~i<;; 
'~;, ;:~: :H, Je9::~t~ .... ",' '. ',; ,;,', \ .. ;. ..' .. , .. 

B JAN 70: 
~~ .,' >-:".~ ~ ~I 

~'~t~ 'ri~i 

Q cl4N 1QI ~o~~if2AQ~r~~b~;:d~2a:4~ t~~~l:~fl~~~(~.;h~~~~l t~~~~ 
111 .6 cxtcrn..'1l). . . . 

10 J.hN 70: A total of 1.03 sorties in 26~a, hours, woro fiOt-lIl this date trans­
porting 396 troops end 160.6 tons of cargo (10.4 intorn~ and 
150.2 extornal). .A TARof ona AI-I .. 1G: from l\n Hoa to M1W' UM 
~ccomplished. . 

11 JAN 70: A. total of 131 sorties in 30.8 hours woro no~m this dnto trnns~, 
. port:tng305 troops md 221.5 tons of cargo (4.6 intcrnaJ.l'nd . 

216.9 external). A TA~ of one M-r-1G.was McomPlisllod from 
Ch,u Lo1 to l'lMlIF." , 

12 J1.N 70: In support of opornt.:i.o~, V"0,~RY D~ol.l olie Cl.I"53 fi01-1 2.1 sor-aos 
ill 3.5 hours trnnsp~r·::'l.nf: ',J -lir~ops .cnd 25.4; tons of' .cnrr:;o. . 
(0.4 internal em 25.0 e: .;,':1al) from LZ 211 to BT 07051;, .. ' 
DT 057568, BT 037608, a:v' . .3\' 020571. A total of 59 sorties 
in 12.3 hours were i'lowlll:his date transporting 720 troops and. 
31.9 tons of carGo (6.9 :i.ntel'mQ Mel 25.0 external);. 

\. 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

, .;, 



1,3J1lJ.il 70: 

14 JAN 70:. 

15 JAN 70: 

16 JAN 70g 

17 J1l1:~ 70: 

16 J1lN70: 
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In support of dd0ration VICTORY Dr-AGO'N one. CH-53 new 19 sor­
ties in 2.8 houlls trnnopol,oc,il.1g 93. t:.11001'8 and 23.1 tons of 
cargo (2!, lintefuDlnnd 21.0 oxtol'ncl.) from LZ 2H to BT 
020571 J : 'DT 037608', {l,l'ld DT 03?h09 ... ' '1\10 TA~' aware accomplished: 
a UH-m from :aT 12.5.509 to Ht'f4F' and a CR-hiS from LZ Ross to X-fI'mF. 

. :\. .,,' . 

In support of' ~erat1.~n .VICTORl'- PRAGo1~ (me CFI~53 fiet-1 19 sorties 
in' 2.6 h:ours trP-hsport:1nz 6~trqops ro:ld 23.5 tons of: ~~go 
(1.0 internal ahd 22., extt=lmDl) from LZ. 211 to J3T,~49509, 
BT 0.8.5527, BT g,~0571, an4 DT10'5,~01' . lL totru. :ot ".~~s6rties 
in 31 eO hours.w~re noun tJlis qa:cb trQ11sportine ~96trdops end 
97 ~4 Icons of cdltgo ,(14.2 inMrrlc.1tU'ld 83.2 extom,nl). ,Tt.zo Tf.R's 
v~ere. McontJlish~~ this. dn·te~. an 1.;'4 was t:t-lll1sportedf.r0m Ohu 
tkd. to Druiang M~ Base and onAII-1G from D~ 209515 to ~mF. 

)" ~dt~ 0£ til . so~tiM th 11.6 ,h?urs \i1cr~O f1.0~ this date trrols­
por'~ing 4jo t~oop~ and 33L8 ·~Ol'lS of cqrgo (4.6 internal and 
29.2 extcmeJ.). Mission time this d£'Jttl wha sevozioly lim:i:tCd 
duo to ad~erse ~eather~ , 

In support of Operation VICTORY DMGCN onsCH-53 flew 33 
sorMes in 5.3 hours tronsporting 302 troops and 25.1 tons of 
cargo (1 06 in~ornru. and 23.5 externnl) f1.'om ~ 211,.to BT 092 
538, BT 049509, and TIT 037508. A totrJ. of 123 sorties in 31.1 
hours wero nown this d~djo tl1 nnsporting 1182 troops end 15203 
tons of cargo (26.7 intornnl QDd 125.5 external) • 

...- '" 

+n support of Oporntj,on VIC~RY DrJ..aoN ono OR-53 new 17 sorties 
in 3.1 :ho,Ufs trm1sporting21 ~2 '~oI1,s of~argo (1.0 intomC1l Mel 
20.2 o%t6rnal) from LZ 2'.1 to DT 070515.p DT 020571" 13~ 020550" 
mtd 045509. A total of 80so1"bies j.11 18.0 hours were flown this 
date ~ransporting 63.5 troops and 81.8 tons of cargo (2.1' ' 

, interneJ. and 79.7 externQl). 
" , 
.' - . 

:qt support of Operation VICTORY DRAGON one CH-53 new 19 sorties 
in 3.9 hours transporting ?2,5 tons of c~o (2.5 intem.'\l am 
20.5 i3~ernal) from LZ 211 toDT 060540" 'BT080540" 13T 085527, 
DT 038608" and BT 203551. "4 totcl. of 80 s.ortie s in 16.3 ,hours 
were nom this da.te trm1Sporting 419 troops and 121,.0 tons 
of cargo (4. a internoJ. eJ'ld79. 7 O~CJIiCrnru.). 

19 J.AJ.1 70: A total of 72 sorties :in f~.8 hours 't1ore £lawn this da.te 
tl'nnsporting BB4 troopsand.66..4 .Jlionsof cargo (25.4 internal 
onq. 41. 0 external) _ . '. . 

- ,. .: . 

20 JAN 70: in'support of Opcrrrhion V": 'C,nY DI'If.GON one CU-53 flew 30 sorties 
:in 4.9 hours trlJIlsportin:-:':"'':;"O ,;c.o.ns of cargo (1.2 internal Dlld 
24.B external)'JJrom LZ 2L >:~J.1JT 03050o,DT 020570) DT 049.509, 
and DTo6054oo"1J.. t6tnl ok,12~ sortie~ werp' n9~ in 20.5 hours 

3 '. , ...... "UIm (1) " ,. "J),,), I· •• 1,,0 , 
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transporting 973 troops nnd 105.0 tons of cargo (9.9 internal· 
and 96.1 extornal)0 

21 Jlll~ 70g fl. to-c,al of 99 sorties were flown in 26.6 hours trnnsp,ort:iDe 
499 troops and 95.7 tons of cargo (15.4 internal and 95.7 
external) • 

22 JhN 70: 

i 
,~U JAlf 70i 

24 JAN 70, 

25 JMT 70: 

26 JAN 70g 

27 J1.l'T 70: 

Tn support of Operation VICTORY DRMl-ON one CH-53 flOw 24 
sorties'in 7.0 hours transporting 33~0 tons of carBO (0.6 
internal and 32.5 extemtli) from LZ 211 to DT 045599, DT 
203551, DT 032509 and DT 855527. A total of 135 sorties . 

, tiere fiownin 33.5 hours tl'nnsport;mg 1376 troops and 150.4 . 
tons of c~go (3205 :interrtal and 117.9 external). 

. i 
J I ' , 

. In st~portot. Ope~t\tioh+f.cdTd~ brJpON b~e OH~53 nck, 28 ~or.lGie8 
a.n, !~.O hoUl:'~ trnnsport~i ,16J,~ t~s,of corM oxto~Y i';t'o!l1 

·LZ, 211 -eo DT 01b511, ~ a~0571, B'L' 2055~t,and,riT 1()1~)Oo A 
totnl of 143' so~ties wc:re floWn in 3Q~O h6U1-S trMsportll'lg 
1387 troops and 153.3 tons of cargo (10.2 internal and 143.1 
external) • 

In support of Operation VICTORY DRhGON one CR-53 flew 9 sorties 
in 1.4 hours transporting 66 troops and 1 a. 0 tons of cargo (2.0 
internal and 8.0 oxtcrnol) fl'C'lil LZ 211 to DT 07057" DT 060540, 
mld DT 020571.; A total of 123 sorties were flotm in 29.3 
hours transporting 649 troops and 114.0 tons of cargo (0.1 
internal and 105.9 external). 

In support of Operation VICTORY DIW10H one CH-53 flew 19, sorties 
in 3.7 hours transpOrting 170 troops and 9.4 tons of c['.rgo 
(0.2 1nternru. and 902 external) from LZ 211 to DT 032,09, DT 
101530~ and BT 007567. A totnl of 152 sortios were flown· in 
3704 hours transporting 1432 troops ond 137. 5 tons of cC1.rG 0 

(6.1 internal and 105.9 oxternal). 

Tn support of Operntion VICTORY DrJI.GON one CH-,3 flew 17 sorties 
in 2.8 hours transporting 63 troops and 16.2. tons of careo 
(0.2 into:rnaJ.. and 16.0 ex-bornal) from LZ 211 to DT 060540" 
DT 092539, and 203551. A total 6f 171 sorties were nown 
in 34.6 hours trru1SRorting 1765 troops and 147.4 tons of 
Cm'GO (25.7 internal and 121 07 extornal) 0 

,., . 
. . 

In Stlpport of Operation VICTORY nPJlGON one CH-,3 flew 16 sarlios 
in 307 hours .t,r~.nsporti~Je"~5 troops <md 21.1 tons of. carGo 
(1,,1 internal and 20.0 Cj;';::~:w.l) from LZ 211 to DT 070515, 
DX 049507, DT 0,7,68, m1.c'lT 203551. 
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.Ii. totcl. of 160 sOl'tics ~JQro flot-m :in 3811> 1 hours transportil'lG 
1604 troops and 110.3 tons of co.rGo (11. 1 intorlk"1l nnd 118.3 
oX"Gemal) 0 

20 JIJJ 70: In support of Operation VICTORY DIU\GOlr one OR-53 Uet'l 12 sorties 
in 2.0 hourstrruwporting 4Qtl"oOPS snc1.17.0 tons of cargo (0.2 
intornru. ond 170-6 oxtornnl) from 12 2.11 to DT'032509, DT070515 
mlC1 101530. A totcl. ,of 127 . sorties wo~o flown :iJ"l 31.1 hours 

, transportinG 966 troops 2llc1 1 26.6 tC4ls pi' curgo . (17 .. B intornnl 
and 1 08.8 OxtO!'l1nl). ' 

29 JIll-T 70: In support of Operation VIOTOllY DIU'lGON one CH~53 nCi~ 33 'sortios 
in 5.0 hours transportinG 228 troops and 27.6 tons of cargo • 
.A total of 154 sortioswel"oi'101'1Jl :in 30.0 hours trunsporti.nc 877 
troops nnd 107.2 tens of COJ;'SO '(18.1intemnl and 16901 oxtC1~".l)~ 

30 J1lJ.if 70z In support of Operation VICTOrcr DrJ.GON one CH~53 neigh3 sorties 
. . in 5.5 hours trMsportinc: 124 troops ruld.'139.5 tons of carGo 

(0.7 intornl)J. arid'nO.2 oJrtcrnnl) fromLZ 211 to DT032509, 
DT'020571, DT 203511, mld ;JT 1015300 !I. total of 210'sortios 
~1Oro'nolm trt'llsport:tng 1614 troops and 1,91.7 tons of CD.rgo 
(5.2 internal M4 106 .. 5 cxtcrncl). 

31 J.fll.T 70 g In support of Operution ilIOTCny DW'.GOl'l onoCH-53 fiOl-r22 sorties 
in' J. .. 8hours tra..'l'lspcI·tine 1:)5 tl'vvPS and 24.4 tons of carso 

,,;:(0.4 intcrn[!J. nnc124.o 'Qxt,crmQ} from LZ 211 to DT 060540, ru1d 
I TIT 005529. A total ,of 150 ,sor'Gios \101'0 nown in 32.0 haul'S 
tr~sporting1297troClP~ anq, 10~.5tons of.,cnrao (1.J·;illtcrnt'.l 

. and 102.4 qx-l;,ernSti). ',' . . :, , ... ' 

PART III Sequontial List1na of Significent Jvants 

, 1'0' FNF orr;ariizut;ions connrd.t:tcd to combat. md:tho. SLF 

0.. C6mbatMissions Assi@lcd 
. 204 1ti.ss.ions Comploted. ." 

6 Miss~onsIncomplete duo to, Hcuthu' 
7 11i.ssions Inconipletc due to aircraft lllOCl:i\tdcal problcnis 

,2 Nissio11S, rncomplqt~ du.otol11<.".:ldrqum crow time , ' 
219 l'tLssions P.ssianed, ' 

h. Significant Opcra;Cions Con:luc:~od 

1 e Opera,tionVICTORY nJ;'lAGOH . 
. ;'....'. , 

c. CusualtioG lni'lictod'on'tho lli •. ' I~;r . 

1" None 
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d. Casunltios Sustained 

L None 

o~ ilel1 Techiliques mployod 

1. Notio 

f. Command Uclations 

t:i ( . i, ,i i i ~ I • e. Equipment 

-1.' "None, 

DECLASSIFIED 

1. Total Passengers Transported: 2~1395 
Totcl' CarBO Tr~or'bod: .3L~51. 6 'l'ona 
Sorties Flown: 3259 
Hours Flown This Honth: 799.0 

i. ciVic Action 

1., None 

1. en 1 Janu~.l"'J 1970 ID'lH-463 sent ';'hrec (3) CH-,JD oircr~,ft as 
" . '·'po.rt of thedctachmont knOtvn as Luminous Delta to the Uopl1blic 

of }~qysia. Tho pu~oso of tho dotachment was to provide 
" s1"l.pport, 'in, CO;'lj;unction with tho Vico Prcsdential visit to tho 
,-Republic of lialayna. The mission tms vary satisfactorily 

comPleted and received I1k-my' plt1.udits for a job \mll donel) 
" Tho total fliGht time flo!m by tho three (3) HMH-463 aircraft 
:,' 't..fas 50.3 hours (Jftmich 1.0 hours t-las in direot support of 
" tho Vico Presidential visit. Total distance covered dur:i.nG tho 

mission was 1,220 mi.les. Total tirnD aircraft committod was 
from 1 Jilnuary 1970 to 12 J~uary 1970. 

k.', Personnel 

1. TrQnsforrcr1: Off ~ 10 ' [1.1.is·ood .. 15 
)J.istod - 35 Joined: Off -23 
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C,oI~1P2i~Z~ 

1, I'nt.olligonco 

1. The mornlne 8-2 briof c;:nt,im~os to pro-vide our pilots tnth 
up to dnte infor.mntion roGnrdinG fire incidonts in tho local 
':MOR n.s tV'oll ns siGl'lificnn"/j ovents occurinc iA I Corps. 

m. Communications 

1. None 

n.. UGa.thor 

1. None 

o. Fire Support 

1. None 

11. 'Ail' Su.pport 

1. None 

q. Acti vc.tion/Dc2.cti vations/roc1osir::;nntions 

1. None 
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