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MARINE ALL WEATHER ATTACK SQUADRON 533
Marine Aircraft Group 15 -
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
Fleet Marine Force Pacific
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PART 1

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIGNATION

Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 533

2, GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

Royal Thai Air Force Base
Ngm Fhong, Thailand

3. STAFF OFFICERS

Executive Officer
S=1 Officer

S=2 Officer

S=3 Officer

S-4 Officer
Maintenance Officer
Aviation Safety Officer

4o AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

UsMC UsN
OFF BL OFF
42 299 0

COMMANDER

LtCol J. C. BROWN
1-30 November 1972

PERIOCD

1-30 November 1972

Major K. G. BATEMAN
1-30 November 1972

Captain D, ¥W. COPELAND
1-30 November 1972

First Lieutenant

H. L. TRAUFFER

1=5 November 1972
Captain B, N, CAVINESS
10-30 November 1972

Major M. A. HUFFORD
1-30 November 1972
T

Captain R. L. GARTNER
1=30 November 1972

Captain P. R. HEMMING
1-30 November 1972

Captain N. W. MORLEY
1=30 November 1972
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

(C) During the period covered by this report, 1 November - 30 November
1972, Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 533 continued to support the
Government of the Republic of South Vietnam through interdiction and
direct air support. 74 interdiction missions were flown in the skies

of Route Package One of North Vietnam with the primary targets being
moving trucks bringing supplies for ultimate use against the Army of

the Republic of Vietnam in the Southe Secondary targets for these
missions consisted of supply storage areas, petroleum storage areas,

troop concentrations, ferry crossings, highway and railway bridges, and
supply line or road cuts. The squadron continued to carry out thesge
missions despite of what the news media calls "severe weather conditions
which has almost brought the bombing to North Vietnam to a halt"., KNumerous
supplies and other military targets were destroyed utilizing the night all
weather delivery capabilities of the A6A Intruder.

(c) The squadron flew 130 visual sorties in South Vietnam's Military
Regions One, Two, and Three as well as the Barrel Roll and Steel Tiger
regions of Laose The squadron flew a total 231 sorties and 4332 flight
hours in the month of November, There were 745.7 tons of ordnance delivered
" resulting in significant BDA.

(C) There was only one aircraft inducted into PAWPRA, Cubi Point, for
repair to wing cell fuel lezks this month. This is a significant reduction
over previous monthse Despite continuing high NORS situation, an average
of 433 items per day, the squadron was able to fly an 83 percent combat
sortie completion rate, including a 69 percent completion rate of night
systems sorties. Although full systems availability has remained unchanged
for the month of November there has been a noticeable improvement in

search radar and computer performance., This inecreased performance greatly
enhanced strike capability. Toward the end of this period the squadron

is very close to achieving the goal of full systems capable aircrafte.

(U) The contonement areas for the enlisted and Staff NCO personnel now
consist of Southeast Asia huts with tin roofing, This has raised the morale
of the squadron personnel and made it possible for the persomnel who must
sleep during the day to do so in relative comfort., The contonement area
for the squadron's officemgcontinues to gonsist of hard back tents due

to the nonavailability of tin at present.

(U) There were no squadron aircraft lost in the month of November either
to hostile action or to accidents. However, on 6 November one of the
squadron's aircraft returned from a visual dive delivery mission in the
Barrel Roll area of Laos with battle damage inflicted by a small arms

" round which struck the aircraft in the bullet proofed portion of the
pilot's windscreen. There was no serious damage or injury but the aircraft
was not available for operations for 24 days due to repairs., The aircrew
on this mission consisted of Captain C. C. NELMS and Captain R. L. GARTNER.
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(U) On 23 November Lieutenant Colonel J. C. BROWN and Captain B. N. CAVINESS
made a liaison visit to 474th Tactical Fighter Wing, RTAFB, Takali, Thailand.
The visit produced some insight into the tactics and problems of our Air
Force counterparts in the all weather attack role of the F~11ll and increased
the insight of the squadron personnel in the area of night missions in

North Vietnam,

(C) A 1.0 sortie rate continues to be the goal of the Marines of Marine
All Weather Attack Squadron 533+ This month the sortie rate was 84 and
the squadron's officers and emlisted men rededicated themselves to the
attainment of their goal during the month of Decemberd

(U) The squadron career planner had 5 reenlistments during the month, a
reenlistment/retention rate of 100%, There were 3 promotions to Sergeant,
10 to Corporal, 2 to Lance Corporal, and 1 to Private First Classe Three
533 Marines were awarded Meritorious Masts One 533 Marine received his
high school equivalency through GED, and four others completed the high
school GED test, Additionally, 9 Marines were administered the AAT
examination,

(U) During the Month of November, 13 Marines attended the 3M basic course
and 10 attended the 3M supervisors course conducted by the lst Harine
Aircraft Wing NAMP Schools Also, 40 Marines participated in a drug semingr
conducted by MACV,

PART 11T
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
6 November 1972 Aircraft hit by ground fire
6=-26 November 1972 3M NAMP School
8, 9 November 1972 MACV Drug Seminar
23 November 1972 Commanding Officer and Capt
Caviness to RTAFB, Takli, Thailand
29 November 1972 Emphasis shifted to full systems
capability
30 November 1972 Three VMA(AW)-533 Marines awarded
Mertorious Mast
PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
ao - (U) VMA(AW)=533 Aircraft Incident Report 6-73I

. bs -(C) BDA for VMA(AW)=533 for the month of November 1972 ,
ce ~ (U) Mépertiﬁgrious Mast certificates for Corporals MENDEL, MESSENGER,
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" CONFIDENTIAL@

CONFIDENTIAL

1.
2,
3
4o
5
6e

Te
8,

9.

TAB B’

BDA FOR VMA(AW)-533 FOR NOVEMBER 1972

Secohdaxy Explosions{ 61
Sustained Fires: 16

Trucke Destroyed: 15

Bunkers Destroyed: 5, Damaged: 1
Road Cuts: 1

Guns: One 105MM
One 122MM

Supplies: 12 Stacks
Storage: 3 POL

Barges: 2 Destroyed

10, KBA: 10 Confirmed
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MERITORIOUS MAST AWARDS

MARINE ALL

SJUADRON BULLETIN 1650

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Distribution List

Subj: Meritorious Mast

Ref: (a) MCO 1850.9

DECLASSIFIED

TAB C

WEALHER ATTACK SQUADRCN 533
Marine Aircraft Group 15

1st Marine Aircraft Wing
Fleet karine Force Pacific

FPO, San Francisco 96602

Kl

3.2 DWC s pew
1650
30 November 1972

1. Purposs. To publish the award.ng of a Meritorious Mast %0 Corporal
Robe - MENDEL, 315 60 53 21 USML and Corporal Frederick A. MESSENGER,

205 40 85 17 USMC

2. General. The following Meritoricus Mast is awarded by the Cormanding

Officer of Marine Al

in the followings

Jeather Attack Symadron 533 this date for oute
standing and noteworthy performance of duty. The citstion is set forth

¥Sines tiis Squadron has been depioyed to RTAFB Nam Phong the lack
of recreaticnal fscilities have been a constant problem to the men of
this Unit. Now, thanks to the unstinting efforts of Corporals MENDRL
and MESSENGER, anc. Sergeant STEELE. the enlisted men of this Syuadran
have available a rlace wiiere they tan go and relax if a pleasant and

convivial atmosphers.

Between 5 and 10 November 197! Corporals MEMDEL and MESSHINGER and
Sergeant STEELE, showing great perdcnal iniative and enthusiasm,
almost singlehandedly ccnverted an vnoccupied Southeast Asia Ilut into
an enlisted recreation area that is Loth attractive and cunfortable,
These three Marines acguired the necessary materials and toals and

performed all the necessary planning and labor to coavert t.e hut into
what is now "The Intruder Inn%,

C=1
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30 Novenber 1972

It is most gratifying lo see young Marines who are willing to
do sorething construetive to improve their living conditicns, rathcr
than be content to merely wait for somebody else to do something,
This kind of leadership is sssential to the harmonious opcration of
a military organization in surroundin s such as this, Their actions
reflect great credit upon themselves, on this Squadron, and on the
United States Marine Corps.”

3. Action. The Administrasive Secti.n will ensure that a copy of
this Pulletin is placed in she Service Record Book of Corporal
MENDTL and Corporal MESSENGIR. A copy of this Bulletin will be
forwarded to the Commandant of the Marine Corps to became part of his
permanent record,

Lo Self-Cancellation, Thi; Bulletin is cancelled for record purposes

on 31 Decsmber 19,2,
. ’27
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MARINE ALL WEATHER ATTACK SQUADEON 533
Marine Alreraft Group 15
1st Maiine Aircraft Wing
Fleet ¥arine TForce Pacific
FPD, Sun Irancisco 96602
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SqdnBul 1650
1:DiCipew
30 November 1972

S JUADRON BULLETIN 1650

Froms Commanding Offiecer
Tos Distribution Lis$

Subjs Meritorious Mast

Ref: (a) MCO 1650.9
(b) #MCO Fl070,8, IRAM, yaer LO12,ls

1. Purpose, To pronulgate information concerning « Meritorious Magt
held for Sergeant Michael H, STEELE, LS 48 76 38 UsMC

2, Fromulgationc Meritoricus Mast was held tiis date by the Coumanding
Officer in accordance with the provision of refsrence (a), The followirg
ramarks were mades

#Since this Squanron has bean deployed to RIAFB Nam Phong the lack
of recreational facilities hsve been a constant prcblem to the men of
this unit. Now, thaiks to the unstinting efforts of you and two fellow
Marines, the enlisted men of tiils Squadron have available a place wnste
they can go and relix in a pleasant and ccnvivial atmosphere.

Between 5 anc 10 November 1972 you and Corpor.ls MENDLL and
MSSENGER, showins great personal iniative and entnusiasm, almost single-
handedly converted an unoccupied Southeast Asia b into an erlisted
recreation area ihat is boti atbractive and cunfurtable, Tom 4Wres
Marines acquired the neecessary materials and toc s and performed 211 the
necessary planuing and labor to convert the hut i-to what is now '
"The Intruder IrmM,

It is mosh gratifging bo see young Marines whe are willing to
do something zcnstructive 1o improve their living cunditions, rather
than be contsnt to merely sait for scmebody else to ‘o sometnings
This kind of leadership is essential to tne harmoniol; eperation
of a military organizatica in surroundin;s such as tha, Tow?  sctions
reflect great credit upon yuwwselves, on this Squadror, and on the
United States Marine Corpso® '

, .
3. Actlon. In compliance with referc.ce (b), an entrywili be made in
your service record bok abtesting to this mast. Additionally your
regporting Officer is hureby instructed to affix a copy o' this ilast to
your next regular fitn2ss repori,

Lo BSelf-Cancellation. 31 December 1972 //9
c-2 /" y B 0 D,
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