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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DESIGNATION 

Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 533 

2. GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 

Royal Thai Air Fbroe Base 
Nam Phong, Thailand 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Offioer 

S-l Offioer 

B-2 Officer 

5-3 Offioer 

8-4 Offioer 

Maintenanoe Offioer 

Aviation Safety Offioer 

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY Sl'RmGTH 

.QFE 
42 

m1 
299 

QU 
o 

COMMANDER , 

LtCol J. C. BROWN 
1-30 November 1972 

PERIOD 

1-30 November 1972 

Major K. C. BATEMAN 
1-30 November 1972 

Captain D. 1'1. COPELAND 
1-30 November 1912 

First Lieut enant 
H. L. TRAUFFER 
1-9 November 1972 
Captain B. N. CAVINESS 
10-30 November 1972 

Major M. A. IftJ1I'roRD 
1-30 November 1972 

t;>o. 

Captain R. L. GARTNER 
1-30 November 1972 

Captain P. R. HEMMING 
1-30 November 1972 

Captain N. W. MORLEY 
1-30 November 1912 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SOO·1ARY 

(c) Duririg the period covered by this report, 1 November - 30 November 
1912, Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 533 continued to support the 
Government of the Republic of South Vietnam through interdiction and 
direot air support. 74 interdiction missions were flown in the skies 
of Route Package One of North Vietnam with the primary targets being 
moving trucks bringing supplies for ultimate use against the Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam in the South. Second.ary targets for these 
missions consisted of supply storage areas, petroleum storage areas, 
troop concentrations, ferry crossings, highway and railway bridges, and 
Slipply line or road cuts. The squadron continued to carry out these 
missions despite of what the news media calls Itsevere weather oonditions 
which has almost brought the bombing to North Vietnam to a halt". Numerous 
supplies and other military targets were destroyed utilizing the night all 
weather delivery capabilities of the A6A Intruder. 

(c) The squadron flew 130 visual sorties in South Vietnam's Military 
Regions One, Two, and Three as well as the Barrel Roll and Steel Tiger 
regions of Laos. The squadron flew a total 231 sorties and 433.2 flight 
hours in the month of November. There were 745.7 tons of ordnance delivered 
resulting in significant BOA. 

(C) There was only one aircraft inducted into FAWPRA, Cubi Point, for 
repair to wing cell fuel leaks this month. This is a significant reduction 
over previous months. Despite continuing high HORS situation, an average 
of l~ items per day, the squadron was able to fly an 83 peroent oombat 
sortie completion rate, including a 69 percent completion rate of night 
systems sorties. Although full systems availability has remained unchanged 
for the month of November there has been a noticeable improvement in 
search radar and oomputer performance. This increased performance greatly 
enhanced strike capability.' Toward the end of this period the squadron 
is very close to achieving the goal of full syst ems capable aircraft. 

(U) The contonement areas for the enlisted and Staff NCO personnel now 
consist of Southeast Asia huts with tin roofing. This has raised the morale 
of the squadron personnel and made it pos~tble for the personnel who must 
sleep during the ~ to do so in relative comfort. The contonement area 
for the squadron IS officefjcontinues to::':Qonsist of hard baok tents due 
to the nonavailability of tin at present. 

(U) There were no squadron airoraft lost in the month of November either 
to hostile action or to acoidents. However, on 6 November one of the 
squadron's aircraft returned from a visual dive deliver,r mission in the 
Barrel Roll area of Laos with battle damage inflicted Qy a small arms 
round which struck the aircraft in the bullet proofed portion of the 
pilot's windscreen. There was no serious damage or injury but the aircraft 
was not available for operations for 24 days due to repairs. The aircrew 
on this mission consisted of Captain C. C. NELMS and Captain R. L. GAffi'NER. 
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(u) On 23 November Lieutenant Colonel J. C. BROWN and Captain B. N. CAmESS 
made a liaison visit to 474th Tactical Fighter Wing, RTAFB, Takali, Thailand. 
The visit produced some insight into the tactics and problems of our Air 
Force counterparts in the all weather attack role of the F-lll and increased 
the insight of the squadron personnel in the area of night missions in 
North Vietnam. 

(C) A 1.0 sortie rate continues to be the goal of the Marines of Marine 
All Weather Attack Squadron 533. This month the sortie rate was .84 and 
the squadron's officers and eDlisted men rededicated themselves to the 
attainment of their goal during the month of December. 

(u) The squadron career planner had 5 reenlistments during the month, a 
reenlistment/retention rate of 100%. There were 3 promotions to Sergeant, 
10 to Corporal, 2 to Lance Corporal, and 1 to Private First Class. Three 
533 Marines were awarded Meritoriou~ Maat. One 533 Marine received his 
high school equivalency through GED, and four others completed the high 
school GED test. AdditionallY. 9 Marines were administered the !AT 
examination. 

(u) During the Month of November, 13 Marines attended the 3M basic course 
and 10 attended the 3M supervisors course conducted by the 1st kine 
Aircraft Wing NAMP School. Also, 40 Marines participated in a drug seminar 
oonducted by MACV. 

PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LIm'JNG OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

6 November 1972 

6-26 November 1972 

8. 9 November 1972 

23 November 1972 

29 November 1972 

30 November 1972 

PART tv 

Aircraft hit by ground fire 

3M NAMP School 

MACV Drug Seminar 

Commanding Officer and Capt 
Caviness to RTAFB, Takli. Thailand 

Dnphasis shifted to full systems 
capability 

Three VMA(AW)-533 Marines awarded 
Mert orious Mast 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

a. "' (U) VMA(AW)-533 Airoraft Incident Report 6-731 

~ b. ~(C) BDA for VMA{AW)-533 for the month of November 1972 

and ~~r~~~tM~l~rious Mast oertifioates for Corporals MENDEL, MESSENGER. 
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fCONf~DENT~AL. • e CONFIDENTIAL 

BDA FOR VMA(AW)-533 FOR NOVEMBER 1912 

1. Secondar,y Explosions: 61 

2. Sustained Fires: 16 

3. Trucks Destroyed: 15 

4. Bunkers Destroyed: 

5. Road cuts: 1 

6. Guns: One 105MM 
One 122MM 

1. Supplies: 

8. Storage: 

12 stacks 

3 POL ", 

9. Barges: 2 Destroyed 

10. KBA: 10 Confirmed 

5, Damaged: 1 
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TAB C 

MERITORIOUS MAST AWARDS 

MPJU m~ fILL ~'.il,i;Jl.'.I.HJ!:tl ATTACK S,JUADR( N ;;33 
r~~ine Airc:raft Group 15 
1st Narine Aircraft vli..l1g 

Fleet Earine Force Pacific 
FPO,? San Francisco 96602 

S~UATlRON BULLETIN 1650 
~, =.....,..,. :u::;;=~ 

From ~ Connnanding' Offico1\? 
To; Distribution List 

SUbj~ Meritorious Naat 

Ref: (a) Mea 16500 9 

l,gDIrJCgpew 
1650 
30 November 1972 

10 pnOS60 To publish the a11la;rd:.ng of a Meri toZ'ious Hast 'lio COX'poral 
Robe~ 0 NENDEL~ 315 60 53 21 USMf. and Corporal Frederick Ao MESSENGER,\) 
205 40 8~ 17 USMC 

2" General" The f'ollo!:1ing Meritol'iuua Mast is awarded by the Commanding 
Officer-01'=~Iarine All ';Jeather Attack S luadrOll 533 tillS date for outo 
standing and noteKorthy performance of duty 0 The citation is set £'orth 
in the following: 

liSince t,:lis Squadron has been dep+oy~d to RTAFB Nam Phong the lack 
of recreational f<icilities have be ell a constant problem to the men of 
this Unito Mowl' tha.nks to the unstInting efforts of Corporals MENDE] .. 
and MESSENGERIl ano, Sergeant STEELE:, the enlisted men of tIlis Squadron 
havH available a [lace wiJere they (!aI1 go and relax: i1B a pleasant and 
convivial atmosphere", 

Between 5 and 10 November 197:: Corporals NEr'!DEL and l-lESSENGER and 
Sergeant STEELE" showing great per~lvnal iniative and enthusiasmo 
almost singlehandeaJy c:cnverted tln 11.noccupied Southeast Asia Hut into 
an enlisted recreation area 'that i~ Lot,h i9.ttr~ctive and cum£ortab1e o 
These three Marines acq,uired the ner;essary :materials and too.1s and 
performed all the necessary planni:ne and labor to coml'ert t_~e hut into 
tl1'hat is now "The Intruder Inn" 0 

0-1 
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SqdnBul 1650 
30 November 1972 

It is most gratifying!;o see young IvIarines who are willing to 
do sor;lething constructive to improve the.ir living conditicns,9 ratheJ:' 
than be content to merely vBi t for somebody else to do somethingo 
This kind of leadership is 9ssential to the harmonious oporation of 
a mill tary organization in !.iu:.'roundin;s s11ch as thiso Their actions 
reflect great credit upon themselves" on 'this Squadron,? and on the 
United States l-1arine Corpsorl 

30 Action 0 The )\dministra:.i7e Seen. n w.i.ll ensure that a copy of 
this B!lnetin is placed in iha Service Rsclord Book ot' Corporal 
t-1ENDf-L and Corporal ME;)SGr;Gmo A cOpJi of this Bulletin Hill be 
i'orwa;rded to the Commandant of the ~tar.L ne Corps to bac om~ part of his 
p0rIl!anent recordo 

t~o Self'=Cancellaiiiol1o Thil Bulletin is callcelled for r.acord pUl"poses 
on .:3'1 December 19';'2:'" 
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MARn!i~ llLL liEA'.i.'H@ A'fTACK Si,lUADRON 533 

Marine Ai~craft Group 15 
1st Nal:'ina Aircrart Wing 

Fleet lIirJ.Ti:"Q Force Pacific 
FPO, S!m francisco 96602 

SqdnBul 1650 
18D::C:pew 
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)0 November 19'12 

S~UADRON BULLETIN 16,0 

From: 
Tog 

Subjg 

, 

Commanding Office7' 
Distribution List 

Meritorious Mast 

Ref; (a) Meo 165009 
(b) l-iCO PI070,8 .... rfW'19 r.ar 401201e 

1" !'lP2!!o To prolliulg<tte information concex:ning ~. Meti torious rvIast 
held or Sergeant Micllael H., S'J'EELE,v 41&5 48 71:.-' 38 tT:3JI((C 

2", Fromulga-t;ionc' Meritol.'iowi Mast was held tris date by the OOJ,:manding 
Offi~5COrdance ~Jitll the provision of 1'ef",re:10® (a)o The followiIg 
remarks were made: 

'liSinoe this Squa'ct"on has l>e'm deployed to R'lAFB Nam Phong ,the lack 
of recreational faciJities have been a constant p?oblem to the men ~f 
this uni to Now!) ijha:lks to the unstinting efforts of you and two fel10li 
Marines~ the enlistr:d men of tllis Squadr('ln have available a place t'1~:18:1: e 
they can go and rel.ill( in a pleasant and cc.uvivial .\tmoslJhe.rso 

Between 5 anci 10 Novembe'.' 19'12 you and G'Jrpor:.ls f4ENDI:L and 
tf'SSENGER, shOll1in,~ great. l)er!)Onal iniative and en-I'uusiasm

tJ 
aln;.ost Single" 

handedly converte;i an unoccnpied Southeast Asia Hl-G into an enlisted 
recreat.ion area -i bat is bot!! attracti va and cGmf-Jl'table" ],'0"",, i-,ru~ee 
Marines acquired the necessary materials and too, .. :! and perf'orIlied all the 
necessary plan:ning and 1aLo'(' to convert the hut i,;to what is notlT 
"The Intruder 1m;)! 0 

It is mOS'I, gxoatif'ging to see young Marines \lhc are Hilling to 
do something l)onstructiv0 1,0 improve their living C('1d.i.tions» rather 
than be cont~'nt to merelJr .vait for s(mebody else to It) something" 
This kind o.i' 1 eadership if, essential to tne harmonioH oporation 
of' a militaI'jl organization in sur:.."oundin.;s such as th:.I.'lo 1f<w~l" actions 
retlect gr'eat credit UPClIlll;t&ii?,selves9 on this Squadrot, and on the 
Ifni ted States Marine CO)7PSQ" 

I 

30 Act:l.OXl o In compliance ~vi t.h refert:_lC9 (b)" an entry Hill be ma.de i:n 
yours~'mce record bool< attesting to this mast" Adcliti:mally your 
X'eport:Lng Officer is h,)raby instructed '(,0 affix a copy 0.' this Hast to 
your next regular fi tmss report" 

4" Self'=Cancel1ationr 
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