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From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 11
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Subj: Command Chronology for the month of Merch 1966; submission of (U)

Ref: (a) WgO 5750.1B
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fnecl: V/l) Part I - Crganizational Data S
2) Part II - Narrative Summary A7 4L
3% Part III - Significant Events / 5/’%

1., In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (3) are sub-
mitted,

2, This letter may be downgraded to UUCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclosures
(l) through (3).
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PART I
ORGANIZATTIONAL DATA
1, Commander and Staff
a. Lieutenant Colonel Eddie E., PEARCY, Commanding
b. Major Donald W, ANDERSON, Ixecutive Officer
2, Task Organization and Unit location
a.v VMFA-5L2, En-route RVI\I; 1-6 March 1966
b. ViFA-542, DA NANG RVN, 6-31 March 1966
3. Average Monthly Strength
a, Marine Officer- — — = = = = = = = = = = = & = = = = - - - L6
(1) Naval Aviators- = = = = =~ = = = = = = = = = = = = - = = 21
(2) Naval Flight Officers~ - = = = = = = = = = = =~ = - -~ 21
(3) Aviation Ground Officers- - - - = = = = = =~ = = = = = = L
b, Naval Officer— = = = = = =« = = o = = = = = - - - -~ - - - 1
c. MNaval Enlistede = = = = == = = = w0 m = o e e e - o = = - 1
d. Marine Enlisted- ~ ~ = ~ = = = ~ = = = = = = = = = .- -~ 262
e, Total Strengthe = = = = = =~ c = w0 & = o = = = = = =~ ~ = - 310
PN NGRADED AT 3-VEAR ”SW&%@
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PART II.

" NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. On 1 March 1966, VMFA-542 commenced its second combat deployment to the
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIET MAM, Ten FAB aircraft were flown to NAF NAHA on 28
February 1966, Iieutenant Colonel E. E. PEARCY arrived at DA HANG Air Base
with four aireraft on 1 March 1966, utilizing aerial refueling in the vicinity
of LAOAG TACAN, REPUBLIC OF THE PHILLIPINES for a non-stop flight., All ten air-

craft were in place by 6 March 1966 and combat operations began in earnest,
During the month, VMFA-542 flew combat missions in support of the following oper-
ations:

AS HAU

OPFRATION UTAH

OPERATION TEXAS

OPERATION CREGON

OPERATION INDIANA

OPERATTON KINGS
During support of the withdrawal of the Special Forces persomnel at AS HAU,
F\B WH-10, Bureau Number 151458, piloted by First Lieutenant JOHN S. HOGG
086059 received a hit by a .50 caliber round on 10 March 1966,
During support of OPERATION TEXAS, F4B WH«~6, Bureau Number 151483, piloted by
First Lieutenant Thomas E. MULLINS 087869, received three hits from enemy ground

fire. Both aircraft returned to DA NANG Air Base without further incident.

By 23 March 1966, VMFA-542 had delivered over one million pounds of ordnance
on enemy targets,

2, A recapitualation of sorties, hours and ordnance expended follows:

Total HOUurs— = = = = = ~ = = = = = = =« = = = = = = = = = = = = =~ 926.9
Combat HOUrs- = = = = = = == = = = = = = - = = = = = = =« = = =~ 894.6
Total Sortiese = = « = = = = = ~ 0 ;oo = = - = = m =~ - =~~~ - 720
Combat Sorties~ — = = = = 2 = o = - = = - m e = = — = = - 709

Total Ordnance Expended= ~ = = = = = = = = = = = « = = ~ = = ~ 1, 549,039 lbs
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These figures represent the highest number of sorties flown and ordnance
expended by any FA4B squadron during its first month in the REPUBLIC OF SOUTH
VIET NAM,

Battle damage assessment for the month was:

a. Structures Destroyed- - ~ - - - - - = - o — - - - 271
b. étructures Damaged= = = = = = = = = ~ === =~ = = =~ = - ~ - ~ = 92
Ce  Kil1ed By AP = = = = = = = = mom =~ m - m e o == e 30
d. Secondary Exblosions- -------------------- 48
€y TPUCKS= = = = = = = = = = = = "o == m = — = = o = = e - 21
f. Tunnel Complexes destroyed/damaged= - - — ~ = = = = = = =~ = = 6
g. Food/Ammunition Storage- - - - - - - e e e e - - 1
He BUNKEPS = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =« = = = = = = — = ~ — 1
1. Road CubSe ~ = = = = = = = = = = e = === -~ = = = = L

Barges- =~ = = = = = — = = = = = = = = = .= ==~ - == 3
Water Buffalo~ =~ = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = o~ = = = = =~ = 3
Radio Station — — = = = = = = = = = e = = - = .= - - - - 1
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PART IIT

SIGHIFICANT EVENTS

1. [Personnel
a. Three promotions to Captain were effected during the month,

b. One Gunnery Sergeant and three Staff Sergeants were selected for temp-
orary appointment to Second Lieutenant.

¢, One Gunnery Sergeant, four Sergeants, and two PFC's were promoted to
their present rates during March.

2. Awards. One Distinguished Flying Cross, one Navy Commendation Medal and
thirty air medals were awarded to Officer!'s of the squadron. Five good conduct
medals were awarded,
3. NBC

a. As directed by GruBul 3440, all ATROPINE SYRETTES on charge to this
Squadron were inspected and destroyed upon being found defective., New ATROPINE
SYRETTES have been placed on Priority V requisition.

b. Protective ointment also was found defective due to age. New protective
bintment was also placed on requisition,
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