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PREFACE

This compilation was first published by the Committee on Foreign
Relations on January 14, 1965, updated on June 16, 1965, and issued
as a revised edition. The second revised edition was published in
March 1966, This third revised edition includes documents through
June 1967.

It contains material deemed useful in discussion of the situation in
southeast Asia. The material has been assembled by the staff of the
Committee on Foreign Relations with the assistance of the Legislative
Rfeéerence Service of the Library of Congress, and the Department
of State.

It should be noted that this compilation is limited to statements
by officials of the executive branch and pertinent official documents,
with the exception of the material on the positions of South Vietnam,
North Vietnam, the National Liberation Front, and Secretary Gen-
eral U Thant (which in most instances were obtained through the
Department of State). The volume would, of course, be more useful
if it also contained materials from sources outside the Government,
such as articles by experts on southesst Asia. However the selection
of nonofficial items for inclusion would have placed the committee in
8 most difficult position. Rather than run the risk of subjecting the
committee and its staff to attack for showing bias in one way or
another on the most controversial foreign policy issue to arise in
many years, it was decided to limit the contents to the scope indi-
cated above. Therefore, this volume does not pretend to be a well-
rounded treatment of the subject.

J. W. FuLsricar.
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations.
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A. SUMMARY OF EVENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA,
1948-1987

{Prepared by the Legislative Reference Service, Library of Congress, and the ataff
of the Committese on Foreign Relatlons?

1948

June 6—~Bao Dai, French High Commissioner Emile Bollert, and
Gen. Nguyen Van Xuan sign the Baie d’Along Agreement to estab-
lish State of Vietnam with Bao Dai as chief of state within the
French Union.

1949

March 8—The Elysee Agreement, in the form of an exchange of
letters between Bao Dal and President Auriol of France, outlines
the general principles affecting French-Vietnam relations.

June 14—An exchange of letters between Baoc Dai and French
High Commissioner Leon Pignon puts into effect the Elysee Agree-
ment. United States sends message of welcome to Bao Dai.

July 1.—Bao Dai decrees formally establishes State of Vietnam and
provide a basis for its organizafion on a constitutional framework.

1950

&ebruary 7.—Great Britain and the United States extend de jure
welcomes to Vietnam.

February 19.~-U.S. consulate general in Saigon is raised to Legation
and Minister accredited to Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos.

December 23 —United States signs Mutual Defense Assistance Agree-
ment with France, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos for indirect%].S.
military aid to Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos.

1951

September 7.—United States signs ngreement with Vietnam for direct
economic assistance.

September 8—Delegates from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Taos partici-
pate in the signing of the Japanese Peace Treaty at San Francisco.

19562

July—U.S. Legation in Saigon is raised to Embassy status. .S,
Ambassador presents credentials to Bao Dai. Vietnamese Embassy
is established in Wa.shir{?ton, D.C.
cho@er 12.—The 200th U.S. ship carrying military aid arrives in
aigon,

! This chronology hae been compiled primarily on the basia of “Deadllne Data on Waork
Affuirs,” Deadiline Date, Inc., New York, and Memorandum RFE-14, Department of State
Bureau of Intelligence and Research, Jan. 10, 1962, and the current press.
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1964

May 8-July 21.—Geneyn Conference on Indochina. The delegates are
from gvreat Britain and the U.S.S.R. (joint chairmen), France,
the United States, Communist China, Cambodia, Laos, and Viet-
nam, and the Vietminh regime. Agreements are signed on July
20 and 21 and the main provisions concerning Vietnam are that
(1) Vietnam isto be partitioned along the 17th parallel into North
and South Vietnam, (2) regulations are iinposed on foreign mili-
tary bases and personnel and on increased armauments, (3) coun-
trywide elections, leading to the reunification of North and South
Vietnam, are to be held by July 20, 1056, and (4) an International
Control Commission (ICC) is to be established to supervise the
implementation of the agreements. The United States and Viet-
nam are not signatories to the agreements. The United States
issues a unilateral declaration stating that it (1) “will refrain
from the threat or the use of force to disturb” the Geneva agree-
ments, (2) “would view any renewal of the aggression in violation
of the aforesaid agreements with gmve concern and as seriously
threatening international peace and security,” and (8) “shall con-
tinue to seek to achieve unity through free elections, supervised
by the U.N. to insure that they are conducted fairly.” )

July 7—Head of State and former Emperor Bao Dai appoints Ngo
Dinh Diem Premier of Vietnam.

August—Flow of almost 1 million refugees from North to South
Vietnam begins.

Oviober 11 .—Tl%e Communist Vietminh regime formally takes over
control of Hanoi and North Victnam. . )

October 2;—President Eisenhower gends a letter to Premier Diem of
South Vietnam stating that Amnerican assistance will be given
hereafter not through the French authorities, but directly to the
Government of South Vietnam. The letter also states that the
U.S. Government “expects this aid will be met by * * * under-
taking needed reforms.” .

December 29.—Conference of France and the Associated States (Cam-
bodia, etc.) terminates the economic and customs union between
the Associated States.

1956

January 1.—United States promises to render direct assistance to Viet-
nam, on the basis of the existing pentalateral agreement of Decem-
ber 1950, for support of the Vietnamese Armed Forces.

February 5—Premier Diem decrees the first of o series of laws initiat.
ing 1mportant and extensive land reform program.

February 12.—The U.S. Military Assistance Advisory Group (MA-
AQG) takes over the training of the South Vietnamese Army, fol-
lowing the relinquishing of command authority by the French.

February 19.—Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty (SEATO)—
with its protocol covering Vietnam, Cambndia, and I.nos—comes
into force.
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March 2.—Cambodia’s King Sihanouk abdicates in favor of his father
Prince Norodom Suramarit after criticism by the International
Supervisory Commission of his proposed electoral reforms.

March 7—United States and South Vgatnam sign agreement which
sbup%ements existing economic cooperation agreement of Septem-

er 1951.

March £9.—Armed revolt is precipitated in Saigon by the Binh Xuyen
political-bandit group, spreading ultimateﬁy into large-scale dis-
sidence in the southern provinces with the participation of ele-
ments of the Cao Dai and Hoa Hao religious sects.

April 17—South Vietnamese Government appeals to the U.N. against
the North Vietnamese Communists, who, in violation of the Gen-
eva agreements, prevent northerners from migrating to South
Vietnam.

April 23.—Chou En-lai and the North Vietnamese Foreign Minister
ives assurances of “noninterference” to ex-King Sthanouk of
ambodia.

May 10.—Premijer Diem forms a new Cabinet composed largely of his

own followers.

May 16 —United States signs agreement with Cambodia for direct
military aid to replace the aid formerly given through the French
Governmeént.

July—Communists initiate first overt propaganda move in South
Vietnam b distributing literature signecfa by North Vietnam's
“National t‘}nited Front.”

July 1—France formally relinquishes command sauthority over the
Vietnamese Navy.

July 7.—F1rench formally transfer Nha Prang Airbase to Vietnamese
control.

July 20.—~Talks were scheduled to begin (according to Geneva agree-
ment) for the preparation of all-Vietnam elections to be held on
July 20, 1956, to reunite the country. The Government of South
Vietnam rejects the North Vietnamese Government’s invitation to
discuss the elections, on the grounds that in North Vietnam the
people would not be able to express their will freely and that
Talsified votes in North Vietnam could overrule the votes in South
Vietnam.

August 16.—Last French High Commissioner in Vietnam departs.

September 25—Cambodia leaves the French Union. Cambodis de-
clared an “independent and sovereign state” by the Cambodian
National Assembly.

Octoéaer.—Binh Xuyen i defeated as an organized armed insurgent
orce,

October 23—A national referendum deposes Bno Dai, former Em-
peror and since March 7, 1949, head o? State of Vietnam. Ninety-
eight percent of the votes express preference for Premier Diem.

Qotober 26.—A Republic is proclaimed by Ngo Dinh Diem who be-
comes the first President of South Vietnam.

October 31.—President Diem issues his first order to the Vietnamese
Armed Forces as their supreme commander.

December 12.- -U.S. consulate in Hanoi is closed.
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1956

January —South Vietnamese Army units occupy T? Ninh, prin-
cipal Cao Dai political center, leading to breakup of the organized
Cao Dai armed insurgency. Agreement with Cao Dai leaders on
February 28 legalizes Cao Dai religious practices and forbids its
political activities as a religious sect.

February 12—Tran Van Soai, leader of an important Hoa Hao fac-
tion, surrenders. Ba Cut, another principal Hoa Hao leader, is
captured on April 13, lea(iing to breakup of organized Hoa Hao
armed insurgency, .

February 18—Sihanouk on a visit to Peiping declares that Cambodia
renounces SEATO protection, i .

March j.—General elections for South Vietnam’s first National Con-
stituent Assembly, which is to have 123 members, results in the
victory of the National Revolutionary Movement and other polit-
ical parties supporting President Diem. o

March 31.—Souvanna Phouma becomes Prime Minister of Laos.

A pril 6.—Vietnam Government announces it will continue to cooperate
with the ICC and reiterates its position of su%)ortmg Vietnam-
wide elections at such time as conditions in Communist North
Vietnam permit genuinely free voting. ) ) ]

May 9—Communist China signs a 2-year economic and technical aid
agreement with Cambedia. ) . )

May 17~Soviet Union announces the establishment of diplomatic
relations with Cambodia. ) .

July 4—Constituent Assembly in Vietnam approves unanimously a
draft constitution providing for a strong executive with safe-
guards for individual citizens. The President, whose term of
office is to be 5 years, has veto power over all legislation of the
unicameral parliament and may rule by decree when the National
Assembly (elected for 4 years) 1s not in session.

July 6—U.S. Vice President Richard Nizon visits Vietnam, hands to
President Diem of South Vietnam a letter in which President
Eisenhower declares he is looking forward to many years of
partnership between the two countries. As guest sPeaker before
the Constituent Assembly, Nixon declares that “the militant
march of communism has been halted.” ) ]

July 30.—Vietnamese liaison mission to the ICC is established pre-
paratory to the transfer of functions from the French lialson
mission.

August 6—Accord reached between Premier Prince Souvanna
Phouma and Pathet Lao leader Prince Souphanouvong for estab-
lishment of a coalition government, )

September 19.—French Air Force officially transfers the Touraine
Airbase to Vietnamese control,

October $6.—South Vietnam’s first constitution is promulgated and
the National Constitutent Assembly is officially transferred into a
National Assembly.
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1957

Janvary S.—International Control Commission reports that between
December 1855 and August 1956 neither North Vietnam nor South
Vietnam have been fulfilling their obligations under the 1954
armistice agreement.

May 5-19.—President Diem visits the United States. He addresses
on Maav 9 a joint session of Con, . In a joint communique
(issued May 11), President Eisenhower and President Diem de-
clare that both countries will work toward a “peaceful unification”
of Vietnam. The United States will continue helping South
Vietnam to stand irm against communism,

June—French naval and air force training mission withdrawn.

July 29.—United States establishes consulate in Hue.

Qotober 88.—Bombing of U.S. MAAG and USIS installations in Sai-
gon; U.S, personnel injured.

November 19.—Two Pathet Lao leaders receive Cabinet portfolios to
form government of national union.

19568

January 4.—Large Communist guerrille, band attacks plantation north
of Saigon, reflecting steady increase in Communist armed activity
in South Vietnam since m1d-1957,

May 17 —North Vietnamese linison mission to the ICC withdrawn
from Saigon.

June £6—Camhodian royal proclamation, alleging that South Viet-
namese troops have “invaded” and occupied several Cambodian
border villages; accuses South Vietnam of 19 cases of violation
of Cambodian territory since January 1957. Allegation is re-
pudiated by the Foreign Minister of South Vietnam.

July 18.—Cambodia recognizes Communist China.

September 10.—France and South Vietnam sign agreement under
which France provides aid for the Vietnam Government’s
agrarian reform program—1,490 million francs.

November 19.—Cambodia signs trade and payments agreement with
North Vietnam. 9%

1959

May 13.—Japan signs a World War IT reparations and loan agree-
ment with South Vietnam.

June.—Pathet Lao resumes attack in northern provinces of Laos.

July 8-—Communist guerrillas attack Vietnamese military base at
Bien Hoa, killing and wounding several U.S. MAAG personnel.

July 10—In Belgian Communist publication Red Flag, Ho Chi Minh,
head of the North Vietnamese Communist re ime, states “we are
building socialism in Vietnam, but we are uilding it in only
one part of the country, while in the other part we still have to
direct and bring to 2 close the middle-class democratic and anti-
imperialist revolution.”

July 31—Lao Government announces renewed Pathet-Lao attacks
on Government forces,



6 SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM

1959—Continued

August 30.—Second national elections give the National Revolu-
tionary Movement and other pro-Government political parties
overwhelming majority in the National Assembly in South
Vietnam. .

October 30.—Spolesman of the Vietnamese Army discloses that a
campaign against Communist guerrillas in the country’s southern-
most region, the Camau Peninsula, resulted in heavy guerrilla
losses.

November 14—French Minister of Finance and Vietnamese Vice
President initial (in Saigon) agreements for the settlement of
financial claims between the two countries and for a French loan
of 7 billion (old) francs (about $14 million) and a credit of i1
billion (old} francs (about $22 million} for the purchase by South
Vietnam of capital equipment.

December 31.—General %osavan takes over control of Lao Govern-

ment.
1960

April 17.—North Vietnam protests to the chairmen of the 1954 Geneva
Conference (Britain and the U.S.S.R.) against a “formidable”
increase of personnel in the American Military Assistance and Ad-
visory Group in South Vietnam; and accuses the United States of
turning South Vietnam into “a U.S. military base for the prepara-
tion of a new war.”

April 30.—An opposition group of 18, calling themselves the Commit-
tee for Progress and Liberty, send letter to President Diem de-
manding drastic economic, administrative, and military reforms.

May 3—Cambodian armed forces repulsed South Vietnamess troops
who had crossed into Cambodia. g

May 5.--Tnited States announces that at the request of the Govern-
ment of South Vietnam, the U.S. Military Assistance and Ad-
visory Group will be increased by the end of the year from 327 to
685 members, )

June-October—Communist guerrilla activities in South Vietnam
increase,

June 1-2—1.8. top-level policy conference on southeast Asin (in
Hawaii}).

June 13-—Prince Sihanouk becomes Chief of State of Cambodia.

July 2—Prince Sihanouk declares that if the United States does not
“radically revise” its military nid policy, he will ask the Soviet
bloc for aircraft and arms. )

July 20.—Vietnumese National Assembly delegation leaves Saigon for
6-week visit to the United States.

August 3—Kong e takes over Vientiane in couE.

August 15.—Prince Souvanna Phouma becomes Premier of Laos agnin.

September 29.—-Sihanouk urges the East and West power blocs to turn
Cambeodia and Laos into a guaranteed neutralized buffer zone ns
means of bringing peace to southeast Asia, )

Ootober 26.—President Eisenhower assures President Ngo Dinh Diem,
in & letter of good wishes on South Vietnam’s fifth anniversary,
that “for so long as our strength can be useful, the United States
will Eo:}tinue to assist Vietnam in the difficult yet hopeful struggle
ahead.
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November 10—South Vietnam Government sends letter to the ICC
charging that Communist attacks in the Kontum-Pleiku ares in
Octo%ler (1) involved regular army forces from Communist North
Vietnam through Laos, %2) constituted open aggression which was
well prepared, commanded by high-ranking officers, and con-
ducteg by regular forces trained in North Vietnam, and (3) em-
ployed weapons made in North Vietnam and other Communist
countries.

November 11.—Military coup attempt against President Diem’s regime.
Paratroop battalions led by C}:)l. %I yen Van Thi and Lt. Col.
Vuong Van Dong beseige the presig::ntial palace. An order of
the day issued by Colonel Thi declares that struggle against the
Communists will be intensified, that President Diem is guilty of
autocratic rule and nepotism and has “shown himself incapable of
savins, the country from communism and protecting national
unity.

November 12.—Loyalist troops enter the capital and subdue the rebels.
According to press reports from Saigon, an estimated 200 sol-
diers and civilians were killed during the fighting.

November 13.—U.S. State Department expresses satisfaction at the
failure of the coup against President II))iem and also hopes that
“his powers will be established on a wider basis with rapid imple-
mentation of radical reforms and energetic action against corrup-
tion-suspected elements.”

November 16—Ngo Dinh Nhu, President Diem’s brother and political
adviser, announces that President Diem plans to appoint a new
Government and introduce a far-reaching reform rogram baged
on reports of the Ford Foundation and of a French study group.

December 16—Phoumi Nosavan retakes Vientiane.

1961

January 4—Prince Boun Qum installed as Premier of Laos,

January 29—Radio Hanoi praises establishment of the “National
Front for Liberation of South Vietnam (NFLSV),” allegedly
founded in December 1960. On Ja.nmul}y 30, Radio Hanoi, quot-
ing the press organ of the Lao Dong Party in North Vietnam,
states that the “sacred historical task” of the NFLSV is “to over-
throw the UJ.S.-Diem clique” and “to liberato the south.”

February 6.—President Diem announces (at the first press conference
he]g/b him in 5 years) his administrative reform program.
February 7.—President Diem announces he will be a cu.ndit%nte for re-

election in the presidentia] elections to be held on April 9.
March 6.—Pathet-Lao forces begin advance toward Luang Prabang
and Vientiane.

- March 10—The Communist-led newly formed National Front for the

Liberation of South Vietnam announces that a guerrilla offensive
against the Government will be started to prevent the holding of
the April 9 elections. The “National Front” also declares that it
will fight with every means the “dictatorial regime set up by the
Americans,” that it stands for the “peaceful reunification of the
country.”
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1961—Continued

March #7—Cambodian and South Vietnamese representatives reach
agreement in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, on settling the Cambodian
refuges problem which has recently strained relations between
the two countries. Large numbers of Cambodians settled in Viet-
nam crossed into Cambodia during the past weeks complaining
that both Communist guerrillas and Government forces have com-
mitted atrocities against them.

April 3.~—United States-Vietnamese Treaty of Amity and Economic
Iriela.tions signed in Saigon. National Assembly ratifies treaty on.
June 14.

April j—President Diem appeals to the ICC to make an “immediate
and energetic investigation” of rowing Communist terrorism and
subversion throughout South Vietnam.”

April §—President %iem and Vice President Tho are elected by an
overwhelming majority in Vietnam’s presidential elections.

April 22.—Prince Souvanna Phouma, in Moscow, signs joint com-
munique calling for neutralizing of Laos.

Moy 2—North Vietnam calls for a cease-fire in Laos.

May 5—President Kennedy declares at a press conference that consid-
eration is being given to.the use of %.S. forces, if necessary, to.
help South Vietnam resist Communist pressures. He decf'ares
that this will be one of the subjects discussed during the forthcom-
ing visit of Vice President Johnson-in South Vietnam.

May 11-13—U.8. Vice President Johnson in South Vietnam. Joint
communique on May 13 declares that additional U.S. military and
economic aid will Iv)e given to help South Vietnam in its fight
against Communist guerrilla forces.

May 12.—International Control Commission reports a de facto cease-
fire has been brought about in Laos.

M ay i16.—Fourteen-nation conference on Laos convened in Geneva.

June 4—President Kennedy and Premier Khrushchev, in Vienna, re-
affirm their support of a neutral and independent Laotian Gov-
ernment and oF mternational agreements to assure Lao neutrality.

June 12 —Communist Chinese Premier Chou En-lai and North Viet.
namese Premier Phan Van-dong (in Peiping on a visit) accuse the
United States of aggression and intervention in South Vietnam.

June £1.—Three Lao princes meet at Zurich and agree to form coali-
tion government.

August £.—President Kennedy declares that the United States will do-
all it can to save South Vietnam from communism.

September 1-j.—~-Series of attacks by 1,000 Communist guerrillas in
Kontum Province, Army Command communique states that dur-
ing the month of August there were 41 engagements between

- Government forces and Communist rebels in South Vietnam.

September 17— British advisory mission on administrative and policy
matters, headed by R. G. K. Thompson (former Permanent De-.
fense Secretary in Mulaya), leaves for South Vietnam.

September 18 —Communist forces estimated at 1,500 men attack and
sS?ige the capital of Phuoc Thanh Province, only 60 miles from.
Saigon.

September 25.—President Kennedy, addressing the U.N. General As
sembly in New York, declares that a threat to peace is “the smoul-.
dering coals of war in southeast Asia.”
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October 1.—Military experts of SEATO meet in Bangkok, Thailand,

. to consider the increasing Communist menace to South Vietnam.

" ™dm. Harry D. Felt, U.S. Navy commander in chief in the Pacific,

/ declares that there is no immediate prospect of using U.S. troops

¢ tostop the Communist advance in southeast Asia, but he indicates

i . that among the plans evolved for “every eventuality” some do call
for the use of American troops.

October 2.—President Diem declares at the opening of the National
Assembly’s budgetary session: “It is no Jonger a guerrilla war
waged by an enemy who attacks us with regular units fully and
heavily equipped and who seeks a strategic decision in southeast
Asia in conformity with the orders of the Communist interna-
tional.” The President also says that the U.S. committee headed
by Dr. Eugene Staley recommended an increase in aid both for
military measures and for economic and social development.

October 8 —The three Laotian princes—neutralist Souvanna Phouma,
pro-Western Boun Oum, and pro-Communist Souphanouvong—
agree on Souvanna Phouma as head of coalition government.
Agreement subsequently breaks down in dispute over distribution
of Cabinet posts.

October 11.—President Kennedy announces (at his new conference)
that he is sending Gen. Maxwell D). Taylor,-his military adviser,
to South Vietnam to investigate there the military situation and
toreport on it to him personally.

October 18—State of emergency is proclaimed in South Vietnam by
President Diem. On the same day the I’resident also begins 2
series of consultations with Gen. Mazwell . Taylor.

October 26.—Sihanouk declares that he has “lost all confidence in the
Americans,” and that Cambodia “is reud;{ to do without American
aid f it implies * * * obligation * * *.’

November 16.—Following closely the recommendations in General
‘Taylor’s report, President Kennedy {with the approval of the Na-
tional Security Council) decides to bolster South Vietnam’s mili-
tary strengtl, but not to commit U.S. combat forces at this time.

December 8118, State Department publishes “white paper” that
South Vietnam is threatened by “clear and present danger” of
Communist conquest,

December 14.~—U.S. President Kennedy pledges increased aid to South
Vietnam.

1962

February—United States withholds cash grant aid from Lao Govern-
ment “pending further progress toward formation of a govern-
ment of national union.”

January 4—A joint United States-South Vietnamese communigque
announces “Lroad economic and social program [to raise living
standards], * * * Measures to strengthen South Vietnam’s de-
fense in the military field are being taken simultaneously.”

February 7—Two U.S. Army air support companies totaling 300 men
arrive in Saigon, increasing (according to the New York Times)
the total of [?.S. military personnel in South Vietnam to 4,000,

February 8-—United States reorganizes its South Vietnam military
command, establishes new “U.S. Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam” under four-star Gen. Paul D, Harkins.

T9-682 O - 47 - 2
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1962—Continued

February 24~—In a Peiping Radio broadcast, Communist China de-
clares her security seriously threatened by an “undeclared war”
being waged by the United States in South Vietnam. The broad-
cast demands the withdrawal of U.S. personnel and equipment.

February 87—Two fighter planes, piloted Ey members of the South

. Vietnam Air Force, bomb and strafe Presidential palace in Saigon
for 25 minutes. President Diem and his staff not injured.

March 17—Tass Soviet news agency publishes Soviet Ministry note
to the signatories of the 1954 (ganeva. agreements, The note
charges the United States with creating “a serious danger to
peace” by its “interference” in South Vietnam, in contravention
of the Geneva agreements, and demands immediate withdrawal
of U.S, troops.

March 22.—“Operation Sunrise,” o comprehensive plan to eliminate
the Vietcong guerrillas in South Vietnam, begins with a mopping-
up ?ern.tion of rebels in Binh Duong Province.

April 20.—National Assembl pledges full support to President
Diem’s plan to establish thousands of “strategic hamlets” in the
Communist-infested Mekong Delta during the current year,

Moy 6-27.—Communist forces in Laos gain control of large terri-
tories; about 2,000 Lao Royal Army troops with their commander
fles into Thailand crossing the Mekong River.

May 15—President Kennedy announces that at the request of the
Thai Government and “because of recent attacks in Laos by Com-
munist forces and the subsequent movement of Communist mili-
tary units toward the border of Thailand,” he has ordered U.S.
military forces to Thailand,

May 22—President Diem promulgates the protection of morality law,
which prohibits all dancing and beauty contests, and makes pros-
titution and “unnatural methods” of birth control illegal.

June ~Canadian and Indian members of the ICC find North Viet-
nam guilty of subversion and covert ag%ression against South
Vietnam. The Polish delegation to the Commission rejects the
charge.

June 12.£Three Lao factions sign an agreement for the establishment.
of a neutralist regime under Souvanna Phouma with Cabinet
posts to be divided between the three factions.

June #6.—South Vietnam’s National Assembly votes to extend its term
of office by 1 year, to August 1963. The explanation given is
that 1t is impossible to hold elections now, because it would tie
down troops needed against the Communist guerrillas.

July 6.—11.S, gecretary o? Defense Robert McNamara declares that,
while a final victory over the Communists in South Vietnam is
years away, he is encouraged by the increased effectiveness of U.S.
aid to the South Vietnamese forces. ) o

July 23—Declaration and protocol on the neutrality of Laos is signed
by 14-nation conference at Geneva.

July 30.—United States completes the withdrawal of the 5,000 Ma-
rines sent to Thailand. i )
August 20.—Sihanouk asks President Kennedy for an international
conference to guarantee Cambodia’s neutrality—threatens to ask
for Chinese Communist protection in the absence of guarantees.
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September 12.—General Taylor, Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs
of Staff, visits the central highland of South Vietnam where
mountain peasants (montagnards{r are being trained by the U.S.
special forces for war against the Vietcong Communist guerrillas,

October 26—National Assembly extends by 1 year President Diem’s
emergency powers torule by decree.

November 8.—South Vietnam withdraws its Ambassador to Laos asa
result of Laos’ establishment of diplomatic relations with North
Vietnam.

December 6.—South Vietnamese Government protests to the ICC
against the introduction of Chinese-made weapons and ammuni-
tion. A large cache was discovered by a patrol in the central
highlands.

December 29.—Government in Saigon announces that 4,077 strategic
hamlets have been completed (of a total of 11,182 to be built) and
that 39 percent of South Vietnam’s population is now living in
these communities.

1963

January 9-1/.—Adm. Harry D. Felt, commander in chief of U.S.
forces in the Pacific confers with Gen. Paul D. Harkins and de-
clares, before his departure, that the Vietcong guerrillas face
“inevitable” defeat, and he says: “I am confident the Vietnamese

~ are going to win the war,”

March-June.-—Pathet-Lao launch attack on Kong Le’s forces,

March 6.—U.S. military sources report that the Vietnamese Nav
has taken over patrol of South Vietnam’s coast from the U.g
Tth Fleet.

April 8-10—SEATO Ministerial Council meeting in Paris (to discuss
the Communist threat to southeast Asia) issues communique on
April 10 expressing “concern over the continuing and widening
threats to the security” of the treaty area; takes note of the “con.
siderable progress” made in Soutl Vietnam in the fight against
Communist subversion and rebellion; emphasizes that eﬂ%ctive
Ineasures to “prevent and counter subversion continues to be o
major tnsk facing the member countries”; and notes the improve-
ments in the “plans for defensive action, in the light of chang-
ing and anticipated situations.”

April IO.PSEATE) Minigterial Council meeting in Paris calls on the
parties to the 14-nation Geneva Conference “to assure the main-
tenance of peace, neutrality, and national unity” in Laos.

April 14~—U.5. Under Secretary of State Averell Harriman (in a
television interview) says that President Kennedy has decided
that the United States must not become involved in the continuin
conflict in Laos. He says that there are no plans to commit U.S,
troops, and military supplies will only be sent if requested by the
Lao Government.

April J7—President Diem proclaims an “open arms” campaign to
induce V'ietcon%l %xerrillus to give up their weapons and return to

the side of South Vietnam.
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1963—Continued

April 22—U.8. Secretary of State Dean Rusk calls the gituation in
South Vietnan “difficult and dangerous,” and says that the United
States “cannot promise or exeect a quick victory” and that its
role is “limited and supporting.”

May 8—Riot erupts in northern city of Hue, former imperial capital,
400 miles north of Saigon. Involves Buddhist cele ration of the
anniversary of Buddha’s birth and the flying of flags on the
special da.f'——12 persons are killed, including some children.
Buddhist leaders charge that Government trog 8 fired into the
crowd, while (Government officials say that Communists were
responsible for the explosion.

June 3.—Buddhist demonstrations bresk out in Hué. Martinl law

b isswiftly imposed,

June 7—President Diem (in a broadeast) appeals for calm and makes
8 partial concession to Buddhist demands that the Government
accept responsibility for the incidents in Hue,

June 17—Buddhist monk {Thich Quang Duc) commits suicide by

~ burning himself to death with gasoline in front of the Cambo-
dian legation. Further aggravates religious crisis involving
South Vietnamese Buddhists. .

June 16.—Tentative agreement is reached between Buddhist leaders.
and representatives of President Diem to end alleged religious dis-
crimination and meet Buddhist demands.

June 16.—Government troops use tanks, tear gas, clubs, firearms, and
barbed wire to suppress riots in Saigon which follow an ngree-
ment between Bucﬁ)hist leaders and the Government.

June 27.—President Kennedy announces (in Ireland while on o Euro-
pean tour) the appointment of Henry Cabot Lodge as the next
American  Ambassador to South Vietnam, effective September-
1963, to succeed Frederick Nolting,

July 11.—U.S. Ambassador Nolting returns to South Vietnam after
consultations in Washington and issues & statement assuring con-
tinued U.S. support to President Diem and warning that “unity-
of purpose and purpose in action” must not be weakened by
“internal dissension.

July 17—Armed policemen use clubs against 1,000 Buddhists pro-
testing religious discrimination in front of a pagoda in Saigon.
On the same day, President Kennedy says (at his news confer-
ence) that the religious crisis in South Vietnam is interfering
with the war effort against the Vietcon guerrillas and expresses
hope that President Diem and Buddhist leaders will “reach an
agreement on the civil disturbances and also in respect for the
rights of others.”

August 21 —Martial law is proclaimed throughout South Vietnam by
President Diem after hundreds of armeg police and government
troops raided the main Buddhist Xa Loi pagoda in Saigon.

August £8—Foreign Minister Vu Van Mau {a Buddhist) submits his
resignation to President Diem. Also on the same day, South
Vietnam’s Ambassador to the United States Tran Van Chuong
{father of Mme. Ngo Dinh Nhu) resigns. Both resign in dis-
approval of Government policies towarfﬂuddhists. Department
of State issues statement deploring action against Buddhist
pagodas.
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August 26.—U.S, Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge presents his cre-
dentials to President Diem. i . ) .

August €7 —Cambodia breaks off diplomatic relations with South
Vietnam. .

.—French President de Gaulle issues policy statement on

Aw%fufﬁ Vil:;mam. He declares that France is able “to appreciate
the role this people would be capable of J)la.ym in the current
situation of Asia for its own progress and for the benefit of in-
ternational understanding once it was sble to exercise its activity
in independence from foreign influence, in internal peace and
unity, and in concord v;lithfits nﬁlg}ll‘)rqri. Tc:fla.y, more than ever,

is1s what France wishes for all of Vietnam.

Aug;g;SSg.—French Ambassador to the United States Herve Al hanfl
declares, after meeting with U.S, Secretary of State Dean Rusk,
that General de Gaulle’s statement is part of a long-range French

olitical solution which would reunify No and South
ietnam in “independence and neutrality” and that his declara-
tion is not meant as a slap at the United States. )

September 2—Times of Vietnam charges that II.S. Central Intelli-
gence Agency agents had planned a coup d’etat for August 28
to overthrow President Diem. On the same day, U.S. President
Kennedy declares (in a television interview with CBS Corre-
spondent Walter Cronkite) that the United States is Frepnred to
continue to assist South Vietnam “but I don’t think that the war
can be won unless the people support the effort and, in my o inion,
in the last 2 months, tEe aovernment has gotten out of touch with
the people.” ) ) .

—President Diem declares (in a press interview) that

Sept‘f:?ﬁggagvernment considers this [Budﬂhistﬁ affair c]osed.)’ He
denies reports that his brother Ngo Dinh Nhu has taken control
of the Government. On the same day, Ngo Dinh Nhu says ’(m 8
press interview} : “I have never controlled the Government.

September 8—David Bell, Administrator of the U.S. Agency for
International Development, warns (in a television interview) that
the U.S. Congress may cut back aid to South Vietnam unless the
Diem government changes its policies. Cambodia receives from
Soviet Union three MIG-17 jet fighters and other military equip-
ombe, President K dy (in a televised interview) says that

— S1G.6N enne m C 3

Septﬁ:wgi;i,t thli;k “it would beyhel ful at this time” to reduce U.S.
aid to South Vietnam, because that might bring about a collapse
similar to that of the éhiang Kai-shek government in China after
World War II.  On the same day, U.S. Ambassador Henry Cabot
Lodge confers with President Diern. ) )

September 14.—Presidential decree announces end of martial law in
Vietnam on September 16,

September 21 —President Kennedy orders Secretary of Defense Rob-
ert S. McNamara and Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, to go to South Vietnam to review the mili-
tary efforts against the Communist Vietcong. McNamara and
Taylor in South Vietnam from September 24 to October 1.
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1863—Continued

September 27.—Elections are held for the 123.member National As-
sembly. All candidates were approved in advance by the Govern-
ment ; many were unopposed, including President Diem’s brother,
Ngo Dinh Nhu, and his wife, Mme. Nhu.

October £.—-Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara and Maxwell
D. T:Elor, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, report to Presi-
dent Kennedy and the National Security Council on their mission
to South Vietnam. The statement says that the United States will
continue its “policy of working with the people and Government
of South Vietnam to deny this country to communism and to sup-
{:fljess the externally stimulated and supported insurgency of the

letconﬁ 88 promptly as possible. Effective performance in this
undertaking is the central object of our policy in South Vietnam.”

October 7—Mme. Ngo Dinh Nhw, sister-in-law of President Diem
grrives in New York to begin a 8-week unofficial visit to the United

tates.

October 8~—U.N. General Assembly agrees to send a factfinding mis-
sion to South Vietnam to investigate charges of Government op-
pression of Buddists. The Diem government on QOctober 4 had
invited the U.N. to send such a mission.

October 24—U.N. fuctfinding mission on the Buddhist situation in
South Vietnam arrives in Saigon, and on the next day confers
with President Diem and his brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu.

October 27.—Buddhist monk burns himself to death in Saigon—the
seventh such suicide since June 11,

November 1.—Military cou (organized by the key generals of the
armed forces) against the Diem regime. Rebels lay seige to the
presidential palace in Saigon which is captured hy the following
morning. President Diem and his brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu escape
from the palace, but a few hours later are taken by the rebels, and
while being transported in an armored carrier to rebel headquar-
ters they are assassinated. A proclamation broadcast by the(iea.d-
ers of the coup (a council of generals, headed by Maj. Gen. Duon
Van Minh) declares that they Lave “no political ambitions” an
that the fight against the Communists must be carried on to a sue-
cessful conclusion,

November 2—Military leaders in South Vietnam set up a provisional
Government heagyed by former Vice President Nguyen Ngoe Tho

a Buddhist) as Premier. The Constitution is suspended and
the National Assembly dissolved. Buddhists, students, and other
political prisoners arrested by the former regime are released.

November }—Premier Nguyen Ngoc Tho of South Vietnam an-
nounces formation of a mixed military-civilian Cabinet which
has been approved by the military leaders. United States recog-
nizes the new provisional Government of South Vietnam. U.g.
Secretary of State Dean Rusk rejects, during a press conference,
French President de Gaulle’s proposals for a neutral, independent

Vietnam, stating that the result would be a Commuiist ietnam,

November 9.—United States announces resumption of its commodity-
import aid to South Vietnam, suspended in Augusf.
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Novembor 14—President Kennedy, in his news conference, states his
confidence in Gteneral Flarkins and denies reports that Harkins
“lost his usefulness in Vietnam because of his identification with
the Diem regime.” - )

November 156—U.S. military spokesman in Saigon re orts that 1,000
U.S. servicemen will be withdrawn from South Vietnam, be-
ginning December 3. .

November 19.~—Sihanouk declares end to all U.S. military and eco-
nomic aid to Cambodia, charging that the CIA is trying to oust
him from power.

November 20—U.S. Defense Secretary Robert S. McNamara and
Secretary of State Dean Rusk confer in Honolulu, Hawaii, with
U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam, Henry Cabot LO(}E‘B and
commander of U.S. military operations in the area, Gen. Paul D.
Harkins. .

November 22.—President John F. Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas,
Tex. His successor, Lyndon B. Johnson, affirms on November 24
the 17.8. intention to continue its military and economic support
of South Vietnam’s struggle against the Communist Vietcong.

December 12.—Sihanouk announces the recall of the Cambodian Am-
bassador to the United States and the entire staff.

Deoember 1,—U.8. military spokesman in Saigon reports on stepped
up guerrilla attacks on hamlets, outposts, and patrols in Novem-
ber, estimating Government casualties at 2,800 and Vietcong Josses
at 2,900.  He also reports that enougl weapons were captured by
tho Vietcong to arm five 300-man battalions. )

December 19-20.~—11.8. Defense Secretary McNamara and Director
of CIA, John A. McCone in Saigon to evaluate the new Govern-
ment’s war efforts against the Vietcong.

1964

January 2.—Secretary Rusk anncunces in news conference that “A
Vietnamese Army group seized in the delta area of Vietnam some
800,000 rounds of amnall arms ammunition, weapons like mortars,
recoilless ammunition, made in China” and that almost certmnll?vA
Hanoi was primarily responsible for their infiltration into Sout
Vietnam. N

January 6.—Government decrees a three-man military command over
the Vietnamese forces and Government &c:nnsistmg of Maj. Gen,
Duong Van Minh (chief of state), Maj. . Tran Van Don and
Maj. éen. Le Van Kim. i

January 10.—Sihanouk postpones the departure date for 1.8, aid per-
sonnel, who had been told to leave Laos by January 15. o

January 11.—Sihanouk says he is willing to accept U.S. aid if it is
offered “without conditions.”

January 27 —U 8. Secretary of Defense McNamara in a speech before
the House Armed Services Committee states that the situation in
South Vietnam “continues grave,” but that “the survival of an
independent Government in South Vietnam is so important to
the security of southeast Asia and to the free world that I can con-
ceive of no alternative other than to take all necessary mensures
with our capability to prevent a Communist_victory.” France
establishes diplomatic relations with Communist China.
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196 4—Continued

January 30.—Military coup, organized by Maj. Gen. Nguyen Kh
: . . yen Khanh,
ousts Government of Maj. Gen. Duon i i
o Fontn Gove : j g Van Minh from power in
evruary 4—6.—Vietcong launches offensive in Tay Ninh rovince and
the Mekong De]ta?%n ensuing fighting hundieds oprovérnment
troopsare &egorted dead.

February 7.—When asked at o press conference about certain neutrali-
zation -pr%posa]s _regarding South Vietnam, Secretary Rusk
rerterates U.S. policy that, “If the agreements which have alread
been reached and which have been signed by those in the nort,
would be fulfilled, there could be peace in southast Asia.”

February 8—~—Maj. Gen. Khanh, leader of the military junta, announces
formation oI a new Vietnamese (Government with himself as
Premier, Maj. Gen. Duong Van Minh as nominal Chief of State,
and a mixed civilian-military Cabinet in charge of administration,

February 19 —Sihanouk proposes that a four-nation agreement be
signed by the United States, Thailand, South Vietnam, and Cam-
bodia to “recognize” Cambodia’s neutrality and territorial

inte _12!;

March 7—General Khanh announces a 1-year reform program to
rebuild South Vietnam’s political and administrative structure
and raise standard of living.

March&—]ﬂ.—Manmara and Taylor in Saigon.

March 22.—Vietnam Milita ouncil gives unanimous vote of con-
fidence to Premier Khanh.

April 13~15—SEATO Ministerial Council communique declares the
defeat of Vietcong is “essential” to the security 0? southeast Asia
and SEATO to fulfill its treaty obligniions.

April 19—Military coup Sby rightwing generals) against the govern-
ment of Souvanna Phouma in Laos. Unifed States, U.S.S.R.
United Kingdom, and France protest the coup as a violation of
the Geneva accords.

4 pﬂﬁ £3.—Legitimate government of Souvanna Phouma restored in

.08,

Azmé £56.—Qeneral Westmoreland to replace General Harkins in

aigon.

May I1—Souvanna Phouma announces merger of rightwi
neutralist forces in Laos. 8 rightwing and

May ]ﬂ?:——Explosion in Saigon Harbor sinks U.S. aircraft transport
ship.

May 1%—Secretary Rusk asks NATO members to give gr -
port to South I\-VViegtmsnm. BIV6 greater sup

Moy 19-13—Secretary McNamara and General Taylor make fifth
on-the-spot. review of South Vietnam.

May ._L!.——Ca.n;bodm calls for urgent meeting of TN, Security Coun-
cil to consider the “repeated acts of aggression” by United States-
South Vietnamese forces. '

May 77—Pathet Lao forces begin overrunning neutralist forces in
the Plain of Jars,

May £0.—France proposes reconvening of 14 nation conference on
Laos in Geneva. This proposal is rejected by the United States
and United Kingdom and endorsed by the Soviet Union, Poland
Cambodia, India, and Communist China, ’
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May 21.—United States initiates reconnaissance flight over Laos.

May 22—Secretary Rusk stating the choices in iet.lml:nfl gays: “A

third choice would be to expand the war. This can be the result if
the Communists persist in their course of aggression.”

May 256—U.N. Security Council considers establishment of & commis-
sion of experts “to help define and mark the border line between
South Vietnam and Cambodia.”

HMay 27—United States announces that several T-28 fighter-bombers
have been sent to Laos,

June 6-7.—Two U.S, reconnaissance planes are shot down by Pathet
Lao ground fire from the Plain of Jars. )
June 18 —President de Gaulle calls for an end to all foreign inter-

vention in South Vietnam.

June 23—President Johnson announces a pointment of General Tay-
lor to be U.S. Ambassador to South ‘?mtnam and Alexis Johnson
as Deputy Ambassador.

August 2—U.8.8. Maddow is attacked in international waters off the
coast of North Vietnam by North Vietnamese torpedo boats.

August 4.—Destroyer O. Turner Joy and destroyer Maddoo are at-
tacked by North Vietnamese PT boats.

August 4. —President Johnson orders U.S, “air action” against “gun- -

boats and certain suﬁ)porting facilities in North Vietnam.”
August 5.—President Johnson’s message to Congress; joint resolution

is introduced “T'o promote the maintenance of international peace -

and security in southeast Asia.”

August §—United States sends reinforcements to Tonkin Bay area. _

August 6—Cambodia charges “Americens in uniform joined South
Vietnamese in firing into Cambodia,”

August 7.—11.8. Congress approves southeast Asia resolution (Senate
vote, 88-2; House vote, 418-0). General Khanh declares state of
emergency in Vietnam, ! . o

August 11.—President Johnson signs southeast Asia resolution into
law (Public Law 88—408). .

August 16—General Khanh elected Vietnamese President by Military
Revolutionary Council, ousts Duong Van Minh as chief of state
and installs new constitution.

August 25.—General Khanh promises liberalization of regime after
repeated protests by Vietnumese.

August 87.—New Vietnam Constitution is withdrawn ; Revolutionary
Council disbands; General Khanh, Duong Van Minh, and Tran
Thien Khiem are named provisional lea.dgers. ‘

August 29—Nguyen Xuan Oanh is named acting premier of Vietnam
to head caretaker government for 2 months.  He states General
Khanh has suffered mental and physical breakdown.

September 3—Qeneral Khanh resumes premiership; Taylor sees him
“rested and recovered”; dissolves triumvirate and restores Duon
Van Minh to position of chief of State. Cambodia charges Soufi
Vietnam launched “major attack” near Koh Rokar, penetrating
into Cambodia territory.

September 13.—Bloodless coup by Brig. Gep. Lam Van Phat against
General Khanh in Saigion. LS f G ? e
September 18.—Forces loyal to General Khanh regiin control of Viet-

nam Government.
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1964—Continued

September 156.—Cambodia indefinitely postpones presentation of cre-
dentials by U.S. Ambassador-designate Kidder.

September 16.—Laotian talks in Parisend because of deadlock.

September 18—U.8. Defense Department reports U.S, destroyers in
Tonkin Gulf fire on and presumably hit four or five hostlle tar-

gots.

September 19 —Vietnam Government makes sweeping changes in mili-
targ command following abortive coup of Sa ber 13.

September 26.—Vietnam High National Counci formally inaugu-
rated and is charged with preparing a new constitution.

October z’.—Sihanouﬁ, at Communist China’s 15th anniversary cele-
bration, says China will grant Cambodia military and economic

assistance,
October 20—Revolutionary Council presents new Vietnam constitu-
tion.

October £1—United States charges Cambodian troops crossed South
Vietnam border and seized a U.S. officer.

October 2, —USAF C-128 loaded with ammunition shot down by
Cambodia.

October 26—VUnited States charges Cambodians fired on U.S. heli-
copter in South Vietnam searching for missing U.S. officer.
October 26—Vietnam Revolutionary (%onncil elects Phan Khac Suu

chief of state,

October 27.—Cambodia claims it shot down U.S. C-123, United States
admit,s? plane over Cambodian territory due to “mapreading
error.

November 1.—Tran Van Huong named Premier of Vietnam.

November 2—Russia delivers new arms shipment to Cambodis to re-
place American equipment.

December j—South Vietnam military leaders announce support of
Premier Tran Van Huong’s government. ~
December 8-17.—Ambassador Bonsal meets with Cambodian Delegate
Son Sann in New Delhi in an attempt to clear away misunder-

standings.

December 20.—Military stage purge: dissolve civilian High National
Council (provisional le is?a.tures. United States opposes power
takeover of military and dissolution of civilian parliament.

December 21.—General Khanh supports power of mi 1tar1y versus .S,
appeals; declares Vietnam forces would not fight “to carry out
the policy of any foreign country.”

December 24—Terrorist bombing in Saigon kills 2 Americans and
wounds 52 Americans and 13 Vietnamese.

1985

January 8—South Korea sends 2,000 nﬁlitary advisers to South Viet-
nam.

January 13—Defense Department confirms that two 1.8, planes were
shot down over Laos,

January 27 ~~Premier ITuong ousted. General Khanl asked to solve
the political crisis.
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January 28—General Khanh nominates Nguyen Xuan Oanh as acting
Premier,

February 6—Russian Premier Kosygin arrives in Hanoi.

February 7.—President Shastri of India proposes a meeting between
Russian and American leaders to solve proglems of southeast Asia.

February 7.—Communist guerrillas stage attack on U.S. outpost.
U.8. planes strike targets in North p{feietnam. U.S. dependents
evacuated from South Vietnam.

February 8—South Vietnamese Air Force planes accom any U.S.
air mission into North Vietnam. President Johnson indicates that
further developments depend on Communist response. Indian
Foreign Ministry requests a new Geneva conference.

February 8—Premier Kosygin announces Soviet willingness to aid
North Vietnam if she is invaded. _

February 10—Vietcong blow up U.S. military billet at coastal city
of Quinhon, killing 23 soldiers.

February 11.~S8ecretary General U Thant calls for international ne-

otiations on Vietnam inside or putside of the U.N, :

Fe%ruary 15.—Chinese Communists threaten to enter the war if Amer-
ican troops enter North Vietnam,

February 16 —South Vietnamese Armed Forces Council announces
that Phan Iuy Quat has been named new premier.

February 18—South Vietnamest Army and Marine units stage blood-
less coup in Saigon and oust GeneralyKha.nh.

February 19—Khanh regains temporary control of the Government.

February 20.—Armed forces council demands resignation of General
Khanh.

February 21.—Khanh bows to council demands for resignation.

February 24—Premier Phan Huy Quat announces South Vietnam’s
determination to end the war with honor.

February 25 ~North Vietnamese officials state negotiations would be
considered if American troops were withdrawn.

February 7.—-State Department issues white paper detailing charges
of agpression on the part of North Vietnam.

February 27 —Prince gihnnouk calls for a new Geneva conference on
Indochina.

February 28.—United States and South Vietnamese officials declare
that President Johnson has decided to open continuous limited
air strikes against North Vietnam in order to bring about a negoti-
ated settlement.

March 1.—President Quat rules out peace until the North Vietnamese
stop their infiltration into South Vietnam.

March 6—Two U.S. Marine battalions sent to South Vietnam for
limited duty.

March 8 —Secretary General U Thant proposes that the United States,
the U.S.S.R., Great Britain, France, Communist China, and North
and South Vietnam participate in a preliminary confcrence,

March 9.~-United States rejects U Thant’s offer until North Vietnam
stops its aggression against South Vietnam,

Maroh 22—United States discloses that it has provided the South
Vietnamese Army with certain types of nonlethal gases.

March 23.~—Russian Communist Party Secretary Brezhnev hints of
Russian participation in the war.



e

20 : SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM

1966—Continyed

March 25.—1In a public statement, President Johnson held out to North
Vietnam the prospect of economic aid if peace is secured.

March 29.—Bomb explodes outside U.S. Embassy in Saigon, causing
heavy damage and casualties.

April I —Seventeen nonalined nations meeting in Belgrade appeal for
immediate negotiations.

4 pril 2—United States announces intention of sending several thou-
sand more troops to South Vietnam.,

April 7.—President Johnson, in a speech at Johns Hopkins University
stresses our willingness to negotiate, and suggests a $1 billion aid
program for southeast Asia.

April 8—U.S.S.R. proposes international conference to guarantee
Cambodian neutrality.

April 8—Peiping announces that U.S. peace offer is a trick.

April 11.—North Vietnam officials denounce President Johnson’s offer

to m;gotia,te.

April 12—Gordon Walker is unsuccessful in British attempts to meet
with officials in Hanoi and Peiping over southeast Asia,

April 14—The United States urges Hanoi to consider the plea of 17
nonalined nations for peace talks.

Aprid 23 —Secretary Rusk requests Cambodian parley.
ey 3—Cambodia breaks diplomatic relations with the United States.

A ay {.—President Johnson requests $700 million supplemental appro-
prf?matlon for Department of Defense for Vietnam effort.

May 5—House of Representatives g proves President’s request for ad-
ditional $700 million in defense fgnds by vote of 408 to 7.

May 5—~SEATO condemns Communist aggression in Vietnam war.

May 6.—Senate passes $700 million supplemental appropriation bill
by vote of 88 to 3.

" May 6—Two U.S. Marine battalions sent to Vietnam; first combat

units to be deployed to South Vietnam.

May 12—Red Chinese Chief of Staff calls for preparation for atomic
war. President Johnson declares that Peiping prevents Hanoi from
agreeing to talks.

May 13—United States halts bombing missions on North Vietnam.

May 19—United States resumes air attacks on North Vietnamese tar-

ts.

May 25—Soviets announce construction of antiaircraft missile sites
are underway around the capital of North Vietnam.

June 1.—President nsks Con to authorize $89 million for ex-
Rm_lded program of economic and social development in southeast

sin.

June 7—U.S. military authorities disclose that number of American
military personnel 'in South Vietnam has passed 50,000 mark.
?E %6'(1)1')1 » 21,500; Marine Corps, 16,500; Air Force, 9,500; and Navy,

, L]

June 7.—By vote of 42 to 26 Senate adopts amendment adding $89

t1}111110;1 to foreign aid bill in accordance with President’s request of
une 1.
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June 8 —State Department spokesman saﬁs that U.S. military com-
mand in South Vietnam has been authorized to send American
troops into combat alongside Vietnamese forces if such “combat
support’’ is requested by South Vietnam.

June 9.—White House issues statement that “There has been no
change in the mission of U.S. ground combat units in Vietnam in
recent days or weeks.” )

June 12.—Spokesman announced that Premier Quat had decided to
hand back the reins of government to the military following Chief
of State Suu’s refusal to approve proposed cabinet changes.

June 16.—Secretary McNamara announces new troop movements to
Vietnam which will bring total there to over 70,000. o

June 17.—A four-nation British Commonwealth peace mission to
find an end to the Vietnam war is formed at the opening session
of a Commonwealth conference in London. The ‘mission will con-
sist of representatives from Britain, Ghana, Nigeria, and Trinidad-
Tobago.

June 2£—~The new South Vietnamese Government under Brig. Gen.
Nguyen Cao Ky announces a series of measures including a formal
state of war, extension of Saigon’s curfew, and price controls.

June 2j.—The Saigon government also severs diplomatic relations
with France but retains consular ties.

June 24.—Soviet news agency Tass reports that Soviet Premier .

Kosygin has informed the Ambassadors of Britain, Ghana, and
Nigeria that he would refuse to meet with the Commonwealth
peace mission. .

June 26.—Communist China formally rejects any visit by the Com-
monwealth peace mission to Peiping. Two days later a similar
response is received from the National Liberafion Front of the
Vietcong. o

June 25— President Johnson in an address at ceremonies in San
Francisco commemorating the 20th anniversary of the signing of
the U.N. Charter declares that “bilateral diplomacy” for a peaceful
settlement has ‘yielded no results:” He adds, “I now call upon
this gathering of the nations of the world to use all their influence,
individually and collectively, to bring to the table those who seem
determined to make war. 'We will support your efforts as we will
1sa\}lpport ?ﬂ"ect,ive action by any agent or agency of these United

atlons.’'

June 26.—Prime Ministers of the British Commonwealth issue a
“Statement of Guidance’” outlining the objectives of the Common-
wealth’s Vietnam peace mission. Expressing “grave doubts” as
to an early solution of the conflict “by military means” the mission
states its objectives as: (1) “A suspension of all U.S, air attacks on
North Vietnam.” (2) A North Vietnamese halt in “the movement
of any military forces or assistance or material to South Vietnam.”
(3) “A total cease-fire on all sides to enable a conference to seek a
peaceful solution.”

“ofune 28.—American troops participate in their first major attack of

‘the Vietnamese war. _ .
July 1.—North Vietnam formally rejects a request by the British
Commonwealth peace mission on Vietnam for talks in Hanoi.

R
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1966—Continued

July 4.~—In a Voice of America broadcast Secretary of State Dean
lgusk says that on several occasions, the United States, actin
through an unnamed intermediary, had asked Hanoi “what woul
be stopped if we stopped the [aerial] bombing * * * we’ve never
had a reply.”

July 8—The White House announces that Gen. Maxwell D. Tavlor
has resigned as U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam and will be
replacef by Henry Cabot Lodge.

July 10.—President Johnson declares in a press conference that in

letnam, *““we committed our power and our honor and that bas
been reaffirmed by three Presidents.”

July 12-18.—The vanitad States begins a large-scale buildup of its
forces in South Vietnam.

July 14-21.—Ambassador Lodge and Defense Secretary McNamara
arnve in Saigon and confer with General Taylor, General West-
moreland, ans South Vietnamese Premier Ky.

July 16.—A “voluntary censorship” of news is requested of journalists
by the U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam.

July 16.—U.8. Ambassador W. Averell Harriman begins informal
talks in Moscow with Soviet Premier Alexey Kosygin.

July 20.—Secretary McNamara leaves Vietnam after receiving
requests for additional U.S. troops. He states that “in many
respects there has been a deterioration’ in the Vietnam war since
his last visit 14 months ago.

July 28—In a press conference, President Johnson states: “We
must not let this [the unconventional nature of the fighting] mask
the central fact that this is really war.”

July 28.—U.8. Ambassador Arthur Goldberg delivers a note to
Secretary General U Thant from President Johnson asking the
U.N. to employ its “resources, energy, and immense prestige” in
finding ways “to halt aggression and bring peace in Vietnam,"

August 11.—The Soviet I%nion indicates, in an editorial, in the Com-
munist Party paper, Pravda, that it would have no part of any
American eﬁ%rts to involve the U.N. in Vietnam.

August 13.—The United States formally affirms its adherence to the
1949 Geneva Convention on the treatment of prisoners of war and
war victims.

August 18.—The Senate approves a $1.7 billion supplementary appro-
priation for military operations in Vietnam. )

August 19.—The Defense Department reports that 561 Americans
had been killed, 3,024 wounded, and 44 missing in Vietnam between
January 1, 1961, and August 16, 1985.

A t 23.—The U.S. policy in Vietnam is reaffirmed in a White

ousé pamphlet entitled “Why Vietnam.”

August 24—The House Republican Committee on Planning and

esearch issues a “white paper” criticizing the administration’s
actions in Vietnam. It accuses the Johnson administration of “an
uncertain policy,” “lack of candor,” and ‘‘migleading statements.”

October 4.—Pope Paul VI flies to New York to address the United
Nations where he makes a plea for an end to the war in Vietnam,

October 14.—The Defense Department orders & military draft call of
45,224 men for December, the biggest quota since the Korean
WAT.
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October 15-16.—The student-run National Coordinating Committee
To End the War in Vietnam sponsors & series of nationwide demon-
strations. A number of sympathy demonstrations were also staged
in foreign cities. :

October 18.—David J. Miller, 22, a volunteer worker in & relief program
run by the Catholic Worker, is arrested by FBI agents in Hookset,
I;Ir'H],';’ for burning his selective service card on October 15 in New

ork.

October 21.—U.S. Defense Department casualty report states: Viet-
cong deaths in 1965 totaled about 25000; 830 U.S. military
personnel had been killed between January 1961 and October 18,
1965.

October 23.—U.S. military authorities in Saigon reported that U.S.
forces in South Vietnam have reached a total of 148,300 men:
89,000 Army, 8,000 Navy, 37,000 Marine Corps, 14,000 Air Force,
and 300 Coast Guard.

November 2—Norman R. Morrison, 32, a Ql;mker of Baltimore, Md.,
commits suicide by fire in front of the Pentagon “‘to express his
concern over the great loss of life and human suffering caused by
the war in Vietnam.”

November 9.-—Roger Allen LaPorte 22, of the pacifist Catholic Worker
movement, burns himself in front of U.N. headquarters in New
York as a protest against war. LaPorte dies of his injuries on
November 10,

November 11.—Defense Secretary McNamara announces that the
administration “believes it wiﬁybe necessary to add further to the
strength of U.S. combat forces in Vietnam.”

November 16.—Correspondent Eric Sevareid reports in a Look magazine
article that the United States rejected a Hanoi proposal in 1964
that United States and North Vietnamese representatives meet in
Rangoon, Burma, to discuss a possible means of ending the Vietnam
war, State Department spokesman Robert J. McCloskey states
that ‘“‘on the basis of the total evidence available to us, we did not
b:llli:w’? at any time that North Vietnam was prepared for serious
talks.

November 17 —The State Department confirms that another North
Vietnamese peace feeler hac{) been made May 20, 1965, during talks
in Paris between a Hanoi representative and French officials.

November 17.—In a letter to U.S. Physicist Linus Pauling, North
Vietnamese President Ho Chi Minh charges that U.S. proposals
for peace negotiations were “deceitful talk.”

November 18.—A Defense Department casualty report states that 108
U.S. soldiers were slain in the week ending November 15, a weekly
record total, bringing to 1,095 the number of Americans slain since
January 1, 1961.

November 26.—The North Vietnamese official newspaper, Nhan Dan
denies that Hanoi has issued any proposals for peace negotiations
with the United States.

November 27 —Marchers variously estimated as numbering from 15,000
to 35,000 converge on the White House in a march on Washington
for pence in Vietnam initiated by the National Committee for s
Sane Nuclear Policy (Sane).
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19656—Continued

November 27.—The Vietcong release two U.S, soldiers who had been
captured November 24, 1963. A National Liberation Front broad-
cast claims that the prisoners are free in appreciation for the
antiwar demonstrations in tbe United States.

November 28-29.—Defense Secretary McNamara meets with U.S.
military leaders in Saigon. It is reported that the U.S. military
authorities request that U.S. forces in Saigon be increased to 350,000
to 400,000 men.

November 29.—Defense Secretary McNamara sbates in a press confer-
ence that the Vietcong’s “expressed determination to carry on the
conflict * * * can lead to only one conclusion-——that it will be a
long war.”

December 1.—In n meeting with British Foreign Minister Stewart,
Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko declares that peace talks on the
Vietnamese war would be conditioned on the halting of U.S. air
strikes against North Vietnam and the withdrawal o% U.S. troops
from South Vietnam, :

December 9.—Ho Chi Minh, in an interview with British Journalist
Felix Greene, calls President Johnson’s offer of unconditional talks
“‘absolutely unacceptable.”

December 15.—U.S. Air Force planes bomb and destroy a North
Vietnamese thermal power plant-at Uongbi in the first American
air raid on a major I\Karth Vistnamese industrial target.

December 17.—U.S. Government sources confirm a report that Ho
Chi Minh relayed an offer to hold talks leading to negotiations
through two private Italian intermediaries.

December 18.—A North Vietnamese statement calls reports of Hanoi’s
peace feelers “‘sheer groundless fabrications,”

December 19.—U.S. Senate majority leader, Mike Mansfield, reports
to President Johnson on an international fact finding mission he
had conducted for the President.

December 24—256.—A 1-day Christmas truce is agreed to by the United
States and the Vietcong. The United States also suspends air
strikes as part of the short cease-fire.

December 26.—Upon the expiration of the 30-hour cease-fire General
Westmoreland issues an order to United States and allied troops to
retain their defensive posture and not to fire unless attacked.

December 26 —United States and South Vietnamese offensive opera-
tions are resumed in the face of a vesumption of heavy Vietcong
attacks; however, the suspension of air raids on North Vietnam is
continued.

December 28.—The Vietcong propose a 4-day cease-fire for Januar
20-23, 1966, to mark the Vietnamese lunar New Year. TU.S.
troops are not included in the proposal; nevertheless, American offi-
((ii_a.dls report that U.S. troops would accept the truce if Premier Ky

i

December 29.—The United States dispatches high-ranking emissaries
to various capitals of the world to sound out the possibilities of
achieving a negotiated settlement of the Vietham war.
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January 1.-Pope Paul VI makes public messages he had sent on
December 31 to Moscow, Peiping, Hanoi, and Saigon urging their
leaders to seek an end to the Vietnam war.

January 2-3.—1U.S. Ambassador to the UN., Arthur Goldberg, and
Vice President Hum}phrey return from foreign tours representing
part of & concerted U.S. camnpaign to achieve a cense-fire and peace
in Vietnam. Their efforts are denounced by the North Vietnamese
newspaper, Nhan Dan, as a ‘“noisy propaganda eampaign.”

January 3—Cambodia informs the 6& that it will use force to repel
any invasion of its territory by United States and South Vietnamese
troops.

January 7-12.—A five-man Soviet mission, led by C. P. Central Com-
mittee Secretary Aleksandr Shelepin visits Hanoi and arranges for
increased Soviet military aid to I\ﬁyrth Vietnam,

January 8.-Senate majority leader, Mike Mansfield and four other
Senators file u report with the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
based on their trip to South Vietnam and other countries. The
report expresses the view that “a rapid solution to the conflict in
Vietnam is not in immediate prospect.” The report states that
despite the U.S. expanded military effort, the Vietcong offensive had
only been “blunted,” not “driven back.”

January 9.—Yule Prof. Staughton Lynd returns to New York after an
unauthorized 10-day visit to North Vietnam where he held a 90-
minute interview with North Vietnamese Premier Pham Van, Dong.

January 16.—Secretary Rusk and Ambassador at large Averell
Harriman meet with South Vietnam Premier Ky in Saigon, re-
portedly to allay South Vietnamese fears that U.S. peace efforts
would be detrimental to the Saigon regime.

January 16 —South Vietnam Premier Ky pledges a popular referen-
dum in October on a new constitution for South Vietnam to pave
the way for “real democratic elections in 1967 for a civilian gov-
ernment to replace the current military regime. One of the gov-
ernment’s principal tasks in 1966, he declares, will be a rural con-
struction program,

January 16.-—A communique issued at the end of the United States-
South Vietnamese talk states: “The basic positions of the two Gov-
ernments were consistent in all fundamental respects.”” The com-
munique also restated Saigon’s demands that “all aggression” in
South Vietnam must stop before Ky’s regime would attend a peace
conference,

January 16.—Communist China denies what it states are Soviet-
supported rumors that Peiping is impeding the transshipment of
Soviet military equipment through China to North Vietnam.

January 17 —Gen. Wallace M. Greene, Jr., U.S. Marine Corps com-
mandant, declares after returning from a 13-day tour of southeast
Asin: “You can kill every Vietcong and North Vietnamese and still
lose the war unless” the Vietnamese villages are rehabilitated and
reorganized.

January 19.—The President sends Congress a request for an addi-
tional $12.76 billion i supplemental funds primarily for Vietnam
expenses. New authorization will be needed for $4.8 billion of this
amount,

TR-662 O - 87 - 3
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January 20.—Defense Secretary McNamara reports that the United
States lost 351 planes and helicopters in Vietnam in 1965.

January 20.—U.N. Secretary-General U Thant infers in a news con-
ference that any future South Vietnamese Government should in-
clude the National Liberation Front, the political arm of the Viet-
cong.

January 20-23—The Vietnamese lunar New Year is marked by a tem-
porary cease-fire. The truce was largely observed although many
1nstances of minor clashes are reported. The truce expires at 6 p.m.
on January 23.

January 21.—Secretary of State Rusk says in a Washington news
conference: “‘I regret that I cannot report * * * any positive and
encou:a%mg response [from North Vietnam] to the hopes of the
overwhelming majority of mankind,” for negotiations to.end the
Vietnamese war.

January 24—North Vietnamese President Ho Chi Minh states in a
message to world Communist leaders that the United States must
accept Hanoi’s four-point peace formula as the basis for ending the
war and that if the “United States really wants peace it must
recognize” the NLF ‘‘as the sole genuine representative of the
people of South Vietnam.”

January 24.—President Johnson submits his budget for fiscal year
1967 to Congress. The budget proposes a $4.2 billion increase in
defense expenses to a total of $57.05 billion. The President also
requests $9.1 billion of new obligational authority for Vietnam
expenses. Vietnam expenditures for fiscal 1967 are estimated at
$10.5 billion.

January 24.—The Senate Foreign Relations Committee hears 3 hours
of testimony from Secretary Rusk in a closed hearing. It is
reported that Rusk opposes Senator Fulbright’s suggestion that
the Vietcong be invited to peace talks before the bombings are
resumed.

January 31.—President Johnson announces in a broadcast speech the
resumption of U.S. air strikes against North Vietnam. At the
same time he instructs U.S. Ambassador Arthur Goldberg formally
to request the U.N. Security Council to intervene in the crisis to
seek an international conference to end the war and establish a
permanent peace in southeast Asia.

January 31, —Secretary Rusk at a news conference following President
Johnson’s speech summarizes “‘the unprecedented effort of the past
40 days, an effort aimed at peace, and the tragically negative re-
sponses from Hanoi.”

February 1.—The U.N. Secretary Council meets to consider a U.S.
draft resolution calling for Council action to arrange an inter-
Tngiona.l conference to bring peace to South Vietnam and southeast

sia. ‘ :

February 2.—The North Vietnamese foreign ministry formally rejects
any U.N. action on the Vietnamese war, :

Feb 2.—The U.N. Security Council agrees by a 9-to-2 vote
(U.S.5.R. and Bulgaria opposed; France, Mali, KTigeria, Uganda
abstaining) to consider the %’ietnam war.
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February 4.—Defense Secretary Robert McNamara refuses on the
grounds of security to testify publicly before the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee. His position is publicly endorsed by President
Johnson,

February 6.—President Johnson and other U.S. officials arrive in
Honolulu for discussions with Premier Ky and other Saigon rep-
resentatives concerning the Vietnamese war. In his remarks at
airport ceremonies President Johnson declares that those who
“‘counsel retreat’” from the war “belong to a proup that has always
been blind to experience and deaf to hope.”

February 7.—Retired Lt. Gen. James Gavin appears before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee to present his views on the Vietnam
conflict.

February 7.—Senator Fulbright, chairman of the Senate Foroign Rela-
tions Commiitee, states that he doesn’t agree with an attitude of
“quiet and acquiescence’” on the part of Conpress toward adminis-
tration policies in Vietnam.

February 8.—President Johnson states his determination, at the con-
clusion of the 3-day Honolulu conference, to fight the battle against
aggression as well as the battle for social construction in Vietnam.

February 8.—Vice President Humphrey leaves Honolulu for Saigon
with Premier Ky and other Vietnamese leadors, reportedly to spur
action on economic and social problems in South Vietnam.

February 10.- Speaking before the Scnate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, former U.S. Ambassador George Kennan urges the United
States to seek an orderly end to the Vietnam conflict without on-
larging it in order Lo concentrate on ‘“potentially more important”
world probloms.

February 11.—President Jolinson in a news conference disavows any
desire to escalate the war. However, he adds that “‘additional troops”
will be sent as militarily required,

February 11.—Le Duc Tho, a leading North Vietnamese Communist,
castigates & minority in the Hanol government opposed to a long
drawn out war in an article appearing in the ofﬁcia{) party publica-
tion Ioc Tap. Tho also accuses this faction of favoring negotintions
with the United States.

February 14.—Vice President Humphrey announces that the United
States will increase military aid to Thailand to meet the threat

osed by Communist guerrillas in that country.

February 17.—Gen. Maxwell Taylor testifies before the Senato Foreign
Relations Committee that the United Statos intends to wage a
limited war in Vietnam.

February 18.—Secretary Rusk, in testimony before the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, places empliasis on the SEATO Puact as tEa
legal basis for the U.S. commitment in Vietnam.

ebruary 19.—Senator Robert Kennedy states that the National
Liberation Front should be included in any postwar Saigon Govern-
ment. Senator Kennedy later (February 22) clarified gjs position,
stating that the NLF sﬁould not be “automatically excluded” from
ower in an interim (Goverment preceding elections.

February 20.—South Korea announces it will send an additional
division and a regiment to South Vietnam.

February 21, —Vice President Humphrey criticizes Senator Kennedy’s
suggested inclusion of the NLF in a Vietnam coalition govern-
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ment, agserting that popular front governments are either paralyzed
from within or taken over by the Communists,

March 1.—Congress approves a $4.8 billion military authorization
bill to provide additional funds for the Vietnam war,

March 1.—President Johinson renews his offer of aid to North Vietnam
and exhorts Hanoi Lo negotiate.

March 2.—Secrctary McNamara reveals that the U.S. forces in South
Vietnam had reached a total of 215,000 men, with 20,000 additional
men on their way.

Mﬁrci{) & —Gen. Maxwell Taylor proposes the mining of Haiphong

arbor.

March 6.—Communist China accuses the Soviet Union of pressing
North Vietnam to negoliate.

March 8. —Australia announces its intention of tripling its Vietnam
foree from 1,500 Lo 4,500 by June 1966,

March 9-—U.8. planes carry out the heaviest bombardment of tbe
war, and U.N. Secretary General U Thant issues an appeal for a
cessation of the bombing, a reduciion of military activities, and par-
ticipation of the National Liberation Front in any pesce sctilement.

March 10.—The South Vietnamese Government removes Li, Gen,
Neuyen Chan Thi as District Commander in Hue on the grounds
thal he was acling independently of the Government.

Mareh 11.—Vice President Humpbrey bars any settlement of the
Vietnam war that would give the {rfietcnng a Tole in u coalition
government nol earned in {ree elections.

March 10--16 —Protests in Hue and Danang ensue over the dismissal
of General Thi and, thought increasingly anti-American, urge U.S.
support against the Government. Buddhist demonstrations begin
in Saigon, protesting General Tbi’s removal and demanding a
return to civilian rule.

March 18 —South Vietnam’s Government votes tuo make no conces-
sions to Buddhist demonsiralors,

March 23.—General strikes occur in Danang and ITue.

March 25.—Premier Ky announces that s commitles will be ap-

winted to draft a conslitution to be followed by clections.
arch 37.—10,000 Buddhists demonstrate in Saigon.

April -5 —Anti-government demonstrations intensify in Saigon and
sFrcnd to other leading towns in South Vietnam. Premier Ky
threatens the use of troops and flies to Danang to quell the rebellion.

April 6 —Secretary General Thant states that all parties in the
Vietnamn conflict must accept the concept of u unified, independent
and nonaligned country, guaranteed by all the major powers.

April 11.—Delense Departinent officials acknowledge that Buddhist
demonstrations have hampered operations against the Vietcong.

April 12.—B-52's from the U,S. Sirategic Ar Command base in
Guam bomb North Vietnam for the first time. The press reports a
Pentagon decision to use B-52's regularly in bombing the north.

April 12-14.—The National Political Congress (boycotted by Buddhist
and Catholic organizations) meets in Saigon and adopts o program
designed to meet Buddhist demands. Demonstrations end. i

April 16.—South Vietnam’s military National Leadership Committeo
sets elections for a Constituent Assembly in August. .

Aprid 18 —Senator Mike Mansfield proposes a “direct confrontation
across g peace table” between the United States, Communist
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China, North Vietnam, and “essentinl elements” from South Viet-
nam, to be held in either Japan or Burma—u proposal rejected by
Peiping April 21. Hanoi on April 22 calls Senator Mansfield’s
proposal a “new peace trick.”

Aprd 22.—Pauline Frederick, NBC reporter, quotes a Soviet informant
as stating that North Vietnam would be willing to enter into peace
negutl;iatiuns, if the United States would halt the bombing of the
north.

Aprid 24.—Communist MIG-17’s appear in strength for the first time
in the air war in North Vietnam.

April 256 —Senator Richard Russell proposes a poll in major South
Vietnamese cities to decide whether the Vietnamese people want
U.S. assistance. He asserts that if the answer is “No,” the U.S.
should pull out.

April 26 —The State Department reiterates previous warnings that
planes of Communist China or other nations attacking allied aircraft
over North Vietnam will be pursued into the territory of their home
“sanctuary’ if necessary.

April 26.—North Vietnam'’s official news agency reports speeches by
Ho Chi Minh and Premier Pham Van Dong before the National
Assembly reaffirming Hanoi’s four points as the conditions for peace
in Vietnam.

April 30.—1U.8, officials in Saigon set the rate of North Vietnamese
infiltration of the south at 5,500 men per month.

Mai/ 1.—An American battalion drives Communist units across the
ili-defined frontier into Cambodia.

May 2.—Secretary McNamara predicts an increase in U.S. troop
strength in order to offset rising North Vietnamese infiltration.

May 3.—U.S. forces fire on Vieteong units in Cambodia.

May 7.—Premier Ky declares that he has no intention of resigning
following the election of a constituent assembly.

May 13 —Communist China charges that five U.S. planes had
“flagrantly” intruded over Yunnan Province May 12.

May 15-23—Vietnamese QGovernment troops regain control of
Danang from pro-Buddhist army units.

May 18.—Thbe [nited States protests to Cambodia concerning the
Vietcong’s use of its territory.

May 20-23. —Saigon police a.n(i7 army units break up massive Buddhist
demonstrations.

May 22.—Harold Brown, Secrctary of the Air Force, states that
President Johnson has decided against expanding the list of bombing
targets in North Vietnam to include industrinl and port installations,
and fuel storage facilities.

May 24.—Secretary General Thant calls on the parties participating
in the Vietnam war to start scaling down military operations and to
agree to discussions among all powers concerned, including the

letcong and Communist Ching.

May 81.—Buddhist leaders and South Vietnamese Government
officials begin talks in Saigon in an attempt to resoclve the 2%-
month-old political crisis.

May 31.—Anthony Eden proposes the establishment of a neutral belt
cﬁmposed of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia as a means of ending
the war,
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June 8.—South Vietnam requests United Nations observers at the
Constituent Assembly elections now scheduled for September. The
reaction at U.N. head(}uarters is described as cool.

June 6.—South Vielnam’s ruling military National Leadership Com-
mittee of 10 generals is expanded to include 10 civilians.

June 8.-—Buddhist leader Tri Quang begins a fast in protest against
American support of Premier Ky.

June 16.—South Vietnam’s Government niloves troops into Hue to
deal with Buddhist disorders.

June 18.—President Johnson, at a news conference, declares that the
United States would persist in using ““the ground, naval, and air
strength required to achieve our objective” and warns that: T
must observe that this does not nean that we shall not inerease our
forces or our operations.”

June 20.—Premier Ky signs a decree setting September 11 as the
date for the election of a constituent assembly to be known as the
National Constituent Assembly, which will draft a new constitution.

June 28.—South Vietnamese froops seize the principal Buddhist
atronghold in Saigon, the Unified Buddhist Church’s Secular
Affuirs Institute.

June 26.—Secretary Rusk, in Canberra, Australia, states that he
see no prospects for an early peace in Vietnam.

June 29.—--American planes conduct the first of continuing attacks
on oil installations mn the areas of Hanoui and Ilaiphong.

June 80.—Spesking in Omaha and Des Moines, President Johnson
warns that attacks on military targets in North Vietnam ‘‘will con-
tinue to impose a growing burden and a high price on those who
wage war agmnst the freedomn of their neighbors,” and calls for
unconditional peace talks, saying “there need only be a room and
a table and people willing to talk respectfully.”

July 2-—-State Department officials estimate that 40,000 Chinese
workers are in North Vietnam repairing bombed facilities.

July 6 —Australian Prime Minister Harold Holt, speaking before
the National Press (lub, endorses U.5. policy in Asia, including the
bombing of North Vietnam.

July 6.—Sevoral captured American pilots are paraded through the
streets of Hanoi. Communist mobs demand their punishment.

July 7 —The Warsaw Pact nations issue a declaration stating that
they are ready to send ‘‘volunteers” to Vietnam, if Hanoi asks for
them.

July 7 —Prime Minister Gandhi of India calls for an immediate end
to the U.S. bombing of North Vietnam and a peace conference to

. end the wur.

July 8.—South Vietnam’s Chief of State, Lt. Gen. Nguyen Van
Thieu, states that the allies should invade North Vietnam if neces-
sary in order to end the war.

July 9—Communist China rules out reconvening the Geneva Con-
ference on Vietnam unless the United States withdraws its troops
from that country. .

July 10.—The Defyt;nse Department announces that U.S. forces in

ietnam will expand to 375,000, by the end of 1966 and to 425,000 by
the spring of 1967. .

July 1 ﬁ,ﬁ he United States is reported to be carrying out over 100

alr strikes a day over Communist infiltration routes in Laos.

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM 31

~July 12.—Premier Sato of Japan cslls on North Vietnam to enter

into peace talks with the United States.

July 14.-~Secretary Rusk warns Hanoi against trying captured U.S,
pilots as war criminals.

July 16.—~Eighteen U.S. Senators who had expressed opposition to
administration policy in Vietnham sign a statement calling on North
Vietnam to refrain from any act of vengeance against captured
American airmen.

July 16.—Secretary General Thant urges North Vietnam to exercise
restraint in its treatment of American prisoners and calls on both
sides to observe the 1949 Geneva Convention on prisoners of war.

July 16.—Prime Minister Gandhi, in Moscow, reaffirms her belief
that a cossation of the U.S. air raids over North Vietnam is a pre-
condition for negotiations to end the war.

July 19.—North %ietnamese Ambusadors in Peiping and Prague
report that captured American pilots will go on trial in Hanoi.

July 20.—At a news conference, President Johnson warns Hanoi that
the American people would regard war-crime trials of American
prisoners as ‘‘very revolting and repulsive” and that they would
“react accordingly.” Pope Paul calls on North Vietnam to accord
American prigoners ‘‘the safety and the treatment provided for by
international norms.”

July 23.—In response Lo & cable from the President of CBS, Ho
Chi Minh declares there is “no trial in view” for American prisoners.
Speaking in Indianapolis, President Johnson says: ““We are not goin
to run out on South Vietnam. . . . However long it takes, we wi

ersist until the Communists end the fighting or negotiate an
onorable peace.”’

July 24.—North Vietnam’s official publication Nhan Dan reiterates
Ha.%fi)i’a four point plan as the “snie basis” for settling the Vietnam

roblem.

July 26.—In an interview published in U.8, News & World Report
Premier Ky urges an allied invasion of North Vietnam even at the
risk of o military confrontation with Communist China, as the sole
alternative to a long war. The Department of State tells reporters
that the United States is “not seeking any wider war. . . . We do
not threaten any regime.”

July 30.—B-52 bombers initiate the first of series of attacks on
growing North Vietnamese troop concentrations in and around the
demilitanzed zone.

July 81.—Premicr Ky states that he will not be a candidate for
President in 1967,

August 8,—Thailand proposes an all-Asian peace conference on Viet-
nam. Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia suggests that the United States
should negotiate directly with the Vietcong.

August 3,—A House Approprintions Subcommittee makes publie
testimony of May 11 by Secretary Rusk in which he said that the
United States observes a no-bombing buffer zone along North
Vietnam’s border with Red China.

August 7.—Former Vice President Nixon, in Saigon, suggests that
500,000 American troops are needed in Vietnam to shorten the war,

August §—Premier Ky expresses a willingness to negotiate an end of
the war with North Vietnam, provided “they would be willing to
compromise’’ by agreeing to accept the 17th parallel as the border
and “to withdraw their agents and soldiers from South Vietnam.”

/
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August 10,—Thailand’s Premier officially opens the U.S. nirbase at
-Tapao, capable of handling B-52 bombers.
August 13-14.—At the end of 2 days of conferences with General
estmoreland in Texas, President Johnson warns that, while a
Communist nilitary take-over in South Vietnam is impossible,
there will be no quick victolc-{y. ]

August 18 —North Vietnam denounces the proposed all-Asia peace
conference as ‘“‘shop-worn merchandise” from President Johnson’s
“cli ua.!!

Augrus(tl 24.—DPresident Johnson endorses proposals for an all-Asian
conference to settle tbe Vietnam war, but cautions that “we do not
want to make it appear that we are trying to direct it or force it.”

August 28 -—The U.é.S.R. announces that it is training North Viet-
namese fighter pilots at an unidentified Soviet airbase. )

August 30.~Chinese Communist Party newspaper, Peoples Daily,
calls for anti-American uprisings throughout the world, claims that
U.S. forces are “bogged down” in Vietnam. '

September 1.—President Charles de Gaulle calls on the United States
to pledge to withdraw from South Vietnam in a fixed period as a step
toward restoring eace, declaring that such a pledge of U.3. military
withdrawal woul& be a prelude to genuine international negotiations
on peaco m Yictnam. .

September 5.—President Johnson says that a U.S. trooP withdrawal
rom South Vietnam is dependent upon a pull-out of Communist
forces.

September 11.—South Vietnam voters (80.8 percent of those eligible)
elect a 117-mewmber constituent assembly to draft a new consgtitution
and pave the way for restoration of civilian government in 1967.

September 22.—Ambassador Goldberg states that the United States
will halt the bombing of North Vietnain when it recelves assurances,
privately or otherwise, thut Hanoi will respond by a reduction of its
war effort. The United States will then be prepared to participate in
& mutual withdrawal of military forces under international super-
vision, )

September 24,—Both Communist China and North Vietnam reject
the U.S. peace proposals put forward by Ambassador Goldberg.

Seplember 27.—President Jognson nccepts the invitation of President

arcos of the Philippines to attend a heads of government con-
ference in Manile to discuss the Vietnam conilict. )

October 3.—The Soviet Union announces s new aid agreement with
North Vietnam providing for both military and economnic assist-
ance, Washington officials cite evidence that Russian advisers
might at times be operating Hanoi’s air defenses.

October 4.—U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet Union, Foy D. Kohler,
warns that an American blockade of North Vietnam would raise the
risk of s military confrontation with the US.SR.

October 4.—French Foreign Minister Couve de Murville is reported
to have told President Johnson that North Vietnam no longer
believes it can achieve a military victory, but that it is in no mood
for negotiations.

October 6.-—North Vietnam rejects Secretary General Thant’s appeal
for u mutusl de escalation of the ground war but endorses his call
for a cessation of the U.S. bombing of the north.
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October 10.—The Soviet Union declares that an end to the U.8, air
raids on North Vietnam is the key to improved Soviet-American
relations.

October 13.—President Johnson rules out cnding the bombing of
North Vietnam without an indication that Hanoi will, in turn,
deescalate its miliLar‘y activities in South Vietnam,

October 14, 1966.—1.S. pilots fly a record 175 missions over North
Vietnam,

October 16.—President Johnson leaves on a 17-day trip that will
include the Manila Conference.

October 24.-—The Manila Conference opens. Premicr Ky tells the
Conference that South Vietnam will press a program of political-
economic reform,

October 25.-—The United States and five other nations assisting South
Vietnam militarily offor to withdraw their troops from South
Vietnam 6 months after Hunot disengages itself from the war,

October 26.— President Johnson puys a surprise visit to Camranh Bay,
South Vietnam, snd pledges ullysup yort to U.S. forces,

October 27.— Hanoi and Pcking reject tfle Manila Conference’s mutual
troop withdrawal offer.

November 6.—Secretary MeNamare states that the number of U.S.
troops in Vietnam will continue to grow in 1967 but at a lower rate
than the incroase in 1966,

November 10.—North Vietnam announces that the U.S.S.R., China,
and other Communist countries have pledged increased aid, both
military and economie.

November 12. —Hanson Baldwin, New York Times military writer,
asserls that Pentagon military experts have estimated that 600,000 to
750,000 U.8. troops are needed in South Vietnam to achieve the
objectives of defeating the Communists and pacifying the country.

November 18.—Socretary Rusk states that the United States might
agreo to a short holiday truce in December but does not intend to
begin another prolonged bombing pauuse. He repeats the U.S.
position that Hanoi must indicate that it will take reciprocal action
n response to a halt in the bombing.

November 25. -The Vietcong offers to observe 48-hour truces at
both Christmas and New Year’s. On November 30, South Vietnam
follows suit, adding a 4-day period for the Vietnamese New Year
(February 8-12),

November 26.---The New York Times reports that U.S. advisers and
other military personnel are taking an active part in operations
against Communist guerrillas in Thailand,

December 2 —Preatier KB annotinces that U.S. troops will be sta-
tioned in the Mekong Declta area, where operations previously were
conducted solely by the South Vietnumese Army.

December 2-6.—U.S. bombers stage heavy raids on truck depots, rail
yards, and fuel dumnps in the immediate vicinity of Hanoi.

December 7.—-The State Department confirms reports that U.S.
helicopter crews are flying Thai troops to zones where antiguerrilla
operations ure taking place.

December 8- -Pope Puul urges the combatants in Vietnam to oxtend
the holiday truces into an armistice and begin peace negotiations.

December 8. —Air Force Secretary Brown asserts that the U.S. bomb-
miE of infiltration routes has severely hampered the enemy’s capa-~
bility and has reduced his ability to launch major attacks.
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December 12.—The New York Times reports that the Soviet Union
has sent North Vietnam 100 new Mig 17, 19, and 21 jet fighters,
thus doubling the size of Hanoi’s air force. The State Department
and Defense Department neither confirm nor deny the report.

December 13.—The Soviet press agency Tass claims that [J.S. planes
attacked residential areas of Hanoi,

December 14-16 —U.S. officials admit that American nircraft have
bombed military targets in Hanoi but deny Soviet charges.

December 16 —Communist China charges thai American planes
bombed its Embassy in Hanoi. Rumania follows suit December 17.

December 19.—The United States asks Secretary General Thant to
take whatever steps he considers necessary to bring about cease-fire
talks in Vietnam.

December 21.—North Korean pilots are reported to be flying Mig jet
fighters in North Vietnam and training Hanoi’s pilots.

December 25.—Harrison Salisbury of the New York Times begins a
visit to North Vietnam and claims U.S. planes have bombed towns
and cities including Namdinh, the country’s third largest city. U.S.
officials admit that American planes have ‘“accidentally struck
civilian areas while attempting to bomb military targets.”

December 30.—Britain invites North and South Vietnam ilo begin
cease-fire talks on British territory.

Britain invites North and South Vietnam to begin cease-fire talks on
British territory.

December 31.—Secretary General Thant, in a reply to the U.5. request
that he take the initiative in bringing ahout a Vietnam settlement,
calls on the United States to halt “unconditionally’” its bombing
of North Vietnam.

December 31 —President Johnson states that tarpets bombed in North
Vietnam are militgry in nature and that the United Stales mukes
every effort to minimize civilian casualties.

December 31.—U.S. troop strength in South Vietnam rcaches 389,000,
U.S. baltle deaths in Vietnam reached 6,644, while total wounded
reached 37,738.

1967

January 1.—The National Liberation Front announces that it will
observe a 7-day truce during the Lunar New Year celobration of
February 1967. U.S. planes down seven Communist Mig fighters,
North Vietnam'’s biggest daily loss of the war.

January 3.-—South Vietnam accepts the British proposal of December
30. North Vietnam rejects it.

January 3.—North Vietnamese Premier Pham Van Dong asserts that
Hanoi’s four points are not “conditions” for peace talks but con-
stitute a *‘basis for settlement’’ and “valid conclusions for discus-
sion.” U Thant states that North Vietnam’s willingness to negotiate
depends on an unconditional cessation of the U.S. bombing.

January 3.-~Thailand announces its intention to send troops to Viet-
nain and begins to train a 2,400-man volunteer regiment; which is
expected to be sent in the summer of 1967.

January 4.—Senate Majority Leader Mansfield proposes that U.S.
troops seal off South Vietnam by setting up a defensive line runnin
along the 17th parallel. Such a line, he said, should be extend
into Lanos to cut off the Ho Chi Minh trail and other infiltration
Toutes,
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January 6 —North Vietnam’s chief diplomatic representative in
Western Europe states that if the United States will “definitively
and unconditionally’” stop bombing his country, Hanoi will “ex-
amine and study” proposals for negotiations.

January 8 —Ambassador Lodge predicts “sensational” military gains
in 1967 and that open peace negotiations would probably never
take place. United States and South Vietnamese troops begin Oper-
ation Cedar Falls in the Mekong Delta, tbe largest aingle offensive
of the war.

Jaenuery 10.—In a released statement, U Thant rejects the view that
Vietnam is vital to U.S. security and dismisses the so-called “‘domino
theory.” He also states his disagreement with “the generally held
view that the National Liberation Front in South Vietnam is a
stooge of Hanoi” and describes the NLF as “an independent
entity’’ similar to the National Liberation Front of Algeria.

January 11.—Hanoi demands that Thailand prohibit the United
States from using bases in its territory to bomb North Vietnam.

January 183—Gen. Earle Wheeler, Cbairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, says the United States will not bomb Mig bases in North
Vietnam.

January 13.—Representatives of seven Asian nations tell U Thant
that the outcome of the Vietnam war is very important to the
security of Southeast Asia and adjacent territories.

January 16.—French editor Rene Dabernat of the magazine, Paris
March, states that Peking informed Washington that 1t would not
enter the Vietnam war, if the United States would not invade Red
China and/or North Vietnam and would not bomb the dikes of the
Red River in North Vietnam. The State Department declines to
comment on the statement.

January 17 —South Vietnam proposes talks with Hanoi on extending
the Lunar New Year’s truce.

Jenuwary 20.—Senator John Stennis calls for an intensification of the
U.S. bombing of North Vietnam to include industrial and power
installations and jet airfields. He also predicts that over 500,000
American troops will be needed in South 'Eietnum by the end of 1967.

January 23 —In his annual posture statement before the Senate
Armed Services Committee and Defense Appropriations Subcom-
mittee, Secretary McNarmnara lists enemy strength in South Vietnam
at 275,000 men including 45,000 North Vietnamese regulars. The
Secretary claims that U.S. strategy is limiting the buildup of Com-
munist forces in the south, because they are losing as many men as
they can recruit.

January 23.--Senator Fulbright’s book “The Arrogance of Power” is
publisbed, detailing an eight-point peace plan for Vietnam which
provides for a series of negotiations between all parties concerned
including the Vietcong, the cessation of U.S. air attacks against
North Vietnam and a reduction of U.S. military operations, and the
eventual neutralization of South Vietnam.

January 256—Tho Associated Press reports an order by the Johnson
administration barring American planes from venturing within 5
miles of the center of Hanoi.

January 256 —The President presents bis budget for fiscal year 1968
to Congress. For Vietnam, it estimates expenditures at $21.9 billion,
Total (gfense spending for fiscal 1968 is estimated at $73.1 billion,
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Defense Department expenditures for Vietnam in fiscal 1967 are
estilnated at $19.4 billion.

January 26.—U.S. oflicials acknowledge previous reports of secret
negotiations with the National Liberation Front but claim that
these dealt only with American prisoners held by the Vietcong.

January 28.—North Vietnam’s Foreign Minister asserts that “it is
only after the unconditional ending of the bombing and other acts
of war being carried oul by the United States against North Viet-
nam thal there can be talks hetween the two countries.” He also
reiterates that Hanoi's four points provide the basis of u settlement.

January 3/.—Former U.S. Ambassador to Japan Edwin O. Reisch-
auer, in testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
urges a prudenl deescalation of the bombing of North Vietnam as a
step toward peace talks, although he describes the prospects for
negotiations as gloomy.

January 31.—The State Department declares that it sees no change
in Hanoi's position on tﬁe opening of negotiations despite the
January 28 comments of North Vietnam’s Foreign Minister.

February 2.—President Jobnson, at a news conference, says thai he is
unaware of any serious North Vietnamese cffort Lo stop the fighting
and move toward negotiations.

February 2.—The U.S.5.R. charges Communist China with hampering
its nid shipments to North Vietnam.

February 8.—The Lunar New Year’s truce begins.

February 8. —Premier Kosygin, in London for discussions with British
officials, says that an unconditional balt in the U.S. bombing of
North Vielnamn is necessary to enable negotiations to take place.

February 8. —In a message to Pope Paul, President Johnson expresses
the hope that the New Year’s truce can be extended and open the
way for negotiations.

February 9.—Secretary Rusk tells newsmen that the United States
will not cense bombing North Vietnam until Hanoi shows a willing-
ness to reduce its military effort in the south. He accuses Hanot
of trying to secure a halt in ilie air raids without any limitations
on its own military sctivities.

February 10.—The State Department voices “scrious concern’” over
reports that North Vietnam has taken advantage of the New Year’s
truce to increase its supplies to Communist forces in the south.
Ainbassador Goldberg reaffirms the U.S. willingness to enter into
negotiations without preconditions. .

February 11.—The Soviet newspaper lzvestin terms an end of the
U.S. bombing a first step to the limiting of military operations in
Vietnam and ultimately their cessation.

February 12.—The Allies resmne ground action with the end of the
truce, but U.S. planes do not bomb the north. o
February 18.-—Premior Kosygin ends his visit to Britain. Both Britain
and the U.5.8.R. pledge to inake every possible effort to achieve

eace in Vietnain.

Fegmry 14.—The United States bombs North Vietnam after a pause
of nearly 6 days. President Johnson cites Hanoi's “mujor resupply
efforts’’ during the break as justification for this action. o

February 1}.—Radio Hanoi declares that there can be no bargaining
on North Vietnam’s demand that the United States halt the
bombing ‘““unconditionally and for good.”
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February 16.—Secretary McNamara tells newsmen that the northern
bombing has been effective but that the major military objectives of
the war must be achieved in South Vietnam.

February 20.—A Chinese Communist Party IleWSﬁa er publishes an
article opposing any negotiations in return for a ai)t in the U.S. air
attacks on North Vietnam.

February 23-24.—25,000 Allied troops begin Operation Junction City
in a wide area near the South Vietnam-Cambodia border. U.S,
artillery in South Vietnam shells North Vietnam for the first time.

Februar 24.—Secretary McNamara states at a news conference that
the United States might bomb new targets in North Vietnam.

February 26.—A newly released Gallup Poll indicates that 67 percent
of the American people favor continuing the bombing of North
Vietnam.

february 27.—U.8, planes begin to drop mines in North Vietnam’s
rivers.

February 27.—A high-level North Vietnamese delegation arrives in
Rangoon, Burma. Rumors circulate that it will meet with Secretary
General Thant, who is vacationing there.

Mareh 1.—North Vietnam’s Premier Pham Van Dong states that
he does not think there is any possibility of negotiations between
the opposing sides in Vietnam,

March 1.—The Senate, by a vote of 75 to 19, passes a resolution
tied to a $4.5 billion military spending hill (for fiscal 1967) pledging
support to President Johnson and others who are trying to prevent
the expansion of the Vietnam war. President Johnson signs the bill
on March 16 with the resolution attached.

March 2.—Senator Robert Kennedy proposes a three-step peace
plan with Vietnam providing for a suspension of the U.S. bombing
of North Vietnam and an offer to negotiate within a week, negotia-
tions linked with a mutual agreement not to increase the scale of
infiltration and reinforcement, end a settlement allowing all major
political elements in South Vietnam to participate in elections. The
administration immediately replies, reaffirming U.S. policy that
Hanoi must reduce its militery activities in response to a suspension
of the bombhing.

March 3—A North Vietnamese diplomat in Rangoon states that
Secretary General Thant held discussions on Vietnam with envoys
from Hanoi,

March 6 —Premier Kosygin declares that the recent U.S, escalation
of the war will result 1n a corresponding increase in Communist aid
to Hanol.

March 8 —Former presidential adviser Arthur M. Schlesinger charges
that the Johnson administration does not want to enter into
negotiations on Vietnam.

March 10.—U.S. warplanes bomb the North Vietnaniese Thainguyen
iron and steel works for the first time.

March 16.—President Johnson announces in Nashville that Ellsworth
Bunker will replace Henry Cabot Lodge as U.S. Ambassador to
South Vietnam.,

March 16-20.—The House and Senate pass a $12.2 billion supplemen-
tal (fiscal 1967) defense money bill for Vietnam. Senate vote, 77-3;
House vote, 385-11.



38 SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VINTNAM

Mareh 20.—President Johnson arrives on Guam for meetings with
United States and South Vietnamese officials. Premier Ky, in his
opening speech, opposes a coalition government in South Vietnam
which would include the Vietcong.

March 21 —North Vietnam’s Foreign Ministry discloses that President
Johnson and Ho Chi Minh exchanged letters in February. Ho re-
jected the President’s call for peace talks unless the United States

alted the bombing and all other acts of war against North Vietnam.

Mareh 22.--U.5. ofhcials announce plans to base B-52 bombers in
Thailand for use in Vietnam.

March 23.—Senator Edward Brooke, upon his return fromn Southeast
Asia, shifts his position on Vietnam to one of general support for
adnunistration policy. He expresses the opinion that North Vietnam
at present is not interested in meaningful ne;i:]ot.iations.

March 26 —Senator Stuart Symington suggests that the United States
should bomb more meaningflul targets in North Vietnam and indi-
cates such targets should inelude Hanoi’s Mig airfields.

Mareh 27 —South Vietnam’s Government approves the new cousti-
tution voted by the Constituent Assembly on March 18, The
constitution was promulgated on April 1.

April 1.—The Government alsu decrees that elections for the President
and the Scnate will be held September 1, 1967, while the lower house
of the Parliament will be chosen October 1, 1967.

Mareh 27.—A Senate Armed Services subcoinmitiee issues a report
charging that restrictions on U.S. pilots bombing North Vietnam
have resulted in increased American casualties in the air war.
The report proposes a relaxation of these limitations.

March 28.—Secretary General Thant discloses that, on March 14, he
proposed to both sides a “‘standstill” truce in Vietnam as a first step
toward peace negotiations. The United States and South Vietnam
approved the plan but Hanoi rejected it.

March 28 ~-Communist China’s Premier Chou En-lai, in an interview
published in several U.S. newspapers in May, warns that China
will enter the war if a U.S. invasion of North Vietnam occurs which
threatens China’s “security”. Chou states that “Americans won’{
be allowed to approach our borders.” He reportedly states that
China would intervene if Hanoi was threatened with a “seilout
peace” arranged by the U.S. and the US.S.R. He repeats past
statements by Chinese lepders that war between the U.S. and
Ching is inevitable, but does not indicate that he believes such a
war is imminent. Chou states that the Chinese had warned North
Vietnamese leaders in January not to propose negotiations with the
United States in exchange for a cessation of the bombing of North
Vietnam.

March 81-April 1—Senator Joseph Clark proposes that the United
States put U Thant's sta,ndstilll cease-fire into effect unilaterally.
Thant endorses Clark’s idea.

April 3~—The State Department expresses concern that North
Vietnam is brainwashing captured American pilots to obtain propa-
ganda statements attacking U.S. policy.

April 8. —S8aigon announces it will oLserve a 1-day truce on Buddha’s
birthday, May 23. 'The United States says it will observe the truce,
including a halt to all bombing, but states that if the Communists
use the period to resupply their troops then air attacks might be
resumed.
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Aprd 11.—U.8. officials state that the Soviet Union and Communist
China have apparently worked out an agreement to speed the flow
of Soviet aid to North Vietnam.,

April 18.—A SEATO ministerial meeting opens in Washington. Adm.
Ulysses 8. G. Sha.rF, commander of U.S. Pacific Forces, tells a
Pentagon news conference that at least three North Vietnamese
divisions threaten “a large-scale attack’” along South Vietnam’s
northern border.

April 18 —S3aigon, in response to a Canadian proposal, suggests that
one means of bringing about peace might be a withdrawal by both
sides from the demilitarized zone. Hanoi had already rejected the
Canadian Il)lmlt);)sal

April 19—The United States Erogoses that both sides pull back mili-
tary forces 10 miles from the demilitarized border zone as a first
step toward peace talks. The North Vietnamese on April 21 rejected
the proposal, calling it a “trick.” The NFL on April 23 denounced
the U.S. ;i{oposal.

April 20.—The SEATO ministers end their conference by issuing a
communique stressing “that reciprocity is an essential element of
an acceg}:able proposal for reduction in the fichting” in Vietnam.

Aprit 20.—U.S. planes homb two powerplants inside Haiphong for the
first time. The United States and allies participating in the Vietnam
war hold a strategy conference in Washington.

April 24—U.S. planes attack two North Vietnamese MIG bases,
marking the first strike against such installations.

Aprid 24 —Communist China claims to have shot down 2 U.S. jets
over Kwangsi Province bordering North Vietnam.

April 26.—Secretary McNamara states that North Vietnamese MIG
activity lhas increased sufficiently within the last 3 weeks to justify
bombing raids on the MIG bases.

April 27.—The Vietcong announces in a radio broadcast that it will
ohserve a 48-hour truce for Buddha’s birthday on May 23.

April 27 —Senator John McClellan charges that the use of some U.S.
aid funds in Vietnam has been improper and “of highly questionable
legality.” He also describes the program as showing “gross laxity
and inefficiency.”

Aprid 28.—In a speech before Congress, Gen. William Westmoreland
predicts that U.S. forces will “prevail in Vietnam over the Commu-
nist aggressor.” He nlso asserts that “in evaluating the enemy
strategy, it is evident to me that he believes our Achilles heel is
our resolve.”

April 29.—State Department officials warn of the possibility of a full-
scale North Vietnamese invasion across the demilitarized zone and
assert that a major attack of this type could change the nature of
the war from a guerrilla to a conventional one.

April 30.—Communist China rejects a recent appeal by Soviet Com-
munist Party leader Brezhnev for unity in aiding North Vietnam
and the Vietcong.

April 30.—South %ietnam rules out any extension of the truce on
Buddhe’s birthday without direct negotiations between Saigon and
North Vietnam,

May 1.—Tn a speech before the annual meeting of the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, Secretary Rusk lists 28 peace proposals “made by
ourselves and others”” which North Vietnam had turned down.
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May 1.—The Senate Republican Policy Committee releases a staff
study critical of many aspects of U.S. Vietnam policy. The report
questioned whether Republicans should continue to support “an
open-ended—unilateral commitment to an Asian land war.” Some
Republican Senators, including Senate Minority T.eader Dirksen,
insisted this did not mean that Republicans might withdraw their
support of administration policy in Vietnam. Senator Dirksen said
that while “preserving the right of full and fair inquiry and criti-
cism——we reaflirm our position standing four-square belind (the
Commander-in-Chief} and our field, air and sea commanders in
Southeast Asia.”

May 2.---The New York Times reports information received from
“informed sources” in Saigon that General Westmoreland had
asked President Johnson to increase American strength in Vietnam
to at least 600,000 men.

May 3—At a news conference, President Johnson states that he has
no “iinminent” plans to substantially increase U.S. fighting strength
in Vietnam.

May 4 —Testifying before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Sec-
retary Rusk J:aclares that the United States “is not contemplating
any nuclear ultimatum to North Vietnam’ and insists that the
United States remains ready and eager to meet with North Vietnam-
ese leaders. Ho rules out, iowever, any unconditional halt to the
American bombing of North Vietnam.

May 4—Senator Cooper warns of the danger of a confrontation with

ommunist China if the Vieinam war continues to escalate. He
calls on the administration to confine bombing to infiltration
routes entering South Vietnam.

May 5.—U.S. Marines caplure the third and final peak of Hill 881
:}Iter days of bitter fighting.

May 8.—Administration officials state that the United States did not
bomb the immediate Hanoi area from mid-December to late April
in an unsuccessful effort to open negotintions with North Vietnam.
Washington reportedly informed the Ho Chi Minh regime that if
it took reciprocal steps, the United States would make other moves
Lo deescalate the fighting.

May 10.—U.N. Secretary General Thant calls on the United States to
“take n calculated risk” and halt the bombing of North Vietnam,
He asserts lis belief that such a step would result in peace talks
within “a few weeks’ time.”

May 11.—Secretary General Thant expresses his fear that “the initial
phase of world war JJI” is being fought in Vietnam. He states that
if the present trend in the fighting continues, a United States-
Chinese Communist confrontation is inevitable, .

May 11.—South Vietnam’s Premier Ky tells his Cabinet that he will
run for president in the election scheduled for September 3. Later,
Lt. Gon. Nguyen van Thieu, the country’s chief of state, said it
was “entirely possible” that he would oppose Ky in the contest.

May 18.—Premier Ky indicates he might respond “militarily” if a
civilian whose policies he disagreed with ia elected president. Ky
also declares that press censorship will continue during the election
campaign. On his reasons for continuing censorship, Ky on June 18
stated: “There ure parts of a constitution that can be respected
right away and there are others that take time.”
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May 14.—South Vietnam’s Chief of State Thieu states his belief that
50,000 American or allied troops will be needed 10 to 20 years after
the end of the Vietnam war to guard against future aggression.
He also states that he expects %wa.vy fighting to continue for
2 to 3 yoars followed by 3 or 4 years of cleanup operations.

May 1.~ -General Lewis W. Walt, U.S. Marine Commander in Viet-
nam, states thal more allied troops are needed there, particularly
in order to insure the success of the pacification effort.

May 15.—South Vietnam’s National Assembly rules that military
men can run for the presidency in the September 3 elections with-
out regigning from the armed forces.

May 15 Senator Mansfield, in a Senate speech, repeats previous
calls for a U.N. Security Council meeting, to be attended by all
belligerents, to debate and attempi to achieve a peacelul solution
ol the Vietnam war.

May 17 —Sixteen U.S. Senators, who in the past have criticized the
extent of American involvement in Vietnam, issue a statement
urging Norih Vietnam to nepgotinte and warning that, despite dis-
agroemerts with some aspects of U.S. policy, they remain “stead-
fastly opposed” to an unilateral withdrawal of American forces.

May 18 15, 1.S. and South Vietnamese forces for the first time in
the war, move into the demilitarized zone separating North and
South Vietnam while U.S, planes bomnb a powerplant 1 mile north
of the center of Hanoi,

May 19-—South Vietnam’s chief of state Thieu declares his candidacy
for President in the September 3 elections. Then on June 14 made a
“formal’”’ announcement of his candidacy.

May 21.—1In s television interview, Goneral Eurle Wheeler, Chairman
of the Joint Chicfs of Staff, states that U.8. commanders in Vietnam
have strict orders to stay out of North Vietnam even if engaged in
“hot pursuit’’ of the enemy. He said that: “We have no intention of
invading North Vietnam.”

May 22.—In issuing his Memorial Day proclamation, President
Johnson calls on North Vietnam to help negotiate a way “out of this
bloody impasse.”

May 23— State Department officials reportedly state that if Con-
munist China inlervenes with massive forces in Vietnam, the
United States would have to take action with everything it had.
They add that they consider s Chinese intervention very unlikely at
the present time.

May 24 —Former Premier Tran Van Huong announces his candidacy
for President of South Vietnam,

May 30.— Secretary of Defense McNamarn authorizes the Navy to
spend $800,000 for “exploratory” demothballing of the battleship
New Jersey to sco how much it will cost to prepare it for service o
Vietnam. Press reports earlier in May had claimed a decision had
been made by the Defense Department to recommission a battle-
ship for Vietnain service.

May 31.—The National Liberation Front issues n statement that
it will “respect the territorial integrity of Cambodia in its present
borders” and ‘“recognize and undertake to respect the present
border between South Vietnam and Cambodia.”

June 11.—11.8. jots attack the North Vietnamese airfield at Kep.
(Reconnaissance photos show 10 MIG's destroyed or damaged.)

7868682 0—6T—4
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June 12.—South Vietnam releases 39 sick and wounded North Viet-
namese prigsoners at the border separating North and South Vietnam.
According to press reports, the U.S. Government prompted the
move because of its concern over the treatment of American cap-
tives in North Vietnam and in the hope that Hanoi might respond
by releaging sick and wounded prisoners.

June 12.—U.S. military spokesmen state that U.S. planes have
destroyed 116 North Vietnamese aircraft, roughly equal to the
strength of the North Vietnamese combat air force in 1965. How-
ever, American intelligence sources reportedly have stated that
Soviet deliveries of MIG fighters have kept the Hanoi air force
at a strength of 100 planes or more.

June 13.—Prince Norodom Sihanouk announces that Cambodia will
establish diplomatic relations with North Vietnam and that both
Hanoi and thoe Vietcong have recognized Cambodia’s frontiers.

June 16.—The Constitutent Assembly, acting as the provisional
national legislature, promulgates the electoral law for both sena-
torial and presidential elections in South Vietnam. The law had
been passed by the assembly on May 16, Both elections are sched-
uled to take place on September 3. All sonatorial candidates will
run on 8 nationwide basis,

June 16.—Premier Ky states that 600,000 U.S. troops are needed in
Vietnam, KK also said he had changed his mind about his earlier
statement that he would not oppose Chief of Staff Thieu in the
presidential election.

June 19.—U.8. pilots fly 160 missions against targets in North Viet-
nain, making this tIV]e heaviest day of air activity since last
November.

June 20.-—The United States forinally expressed regret for damages
caused to the Soviel ship Turkestan on June 2 off the North Viet-
namese port of Campha. The Department of Defense on June 18
had conceded that fire from U.S. planes aimed at antiaircraft guns
protecting Campha may have struck the Turkestan. The U.S. note
added that every effort would be made to “insure that such inci-
dents do not occur.” The United States had earlier denied Soviet.
charges that American planes had damaged the Soviet ship.

June 22.—According to Dopartment of Defense figures, total U.S,
troog strength in South Vietnam is 463,000 es of June 17. U.S,
combat deaths stand at 11,099 and number of wounded totals
67,083. Four hundred seventy-six U.S. servicemen are missing
while 184 are captured or interned. U.S. deaths resulting from
noncombat causes reaches 2,159. Total ARVN (Army of the Re-
public of Vietnam) strength is over 600,000, while ARVN deaths
total 47,695. Other free world forces in South Vietnam total 54,000,
Communist force strength in South Vietnam is estimated to be
294,000, including 50,000 North Vietnamese regulars.

¢
{
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B. OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS ON UNITED STATES-
VIETNAM RELATIONS'

(On March 8, 1949, France signed an agreement with the state of
Vietnam under Bao Dai, agreeing to recognize the independence of
Vietnam. Similar agreements were later stgned with Cambodia and
Laos.)

UNITED STATES RECOGNITION OF VIET-NAM, LAOS,
AND CAMBODIA: Statement by the Department of State,
February 7, 1950

The Government of the United States has accorded diplomatic rec-
ognition to the Governments of the State of Viet Nam, the Kingdom
-0of Laos, and the Kingdom of Cambodia.

The i-’resident, therefore, has instructed the American consul gen-
eral at Saigon to inform the heads of Government of the State of
Viet Nam, the Kingdom of Laos, and the Kingdom of Cambodia that
we extend diplomatic recognition to their Governments and look for-
ward to an exchange of diplomatic representatives between the United
States and these countries.

Our diplomatic recognition of these Governments is based on the
formal establishment of the State of Viet Nam, the Kingdom of Laos,
and the Kingdom of Cambodia as independent states within the French
Union; this recognition is consistent with our fundamental policy of
giving support to the peaceful and democratic evolution of dependent
peoples toward self-government and independence.

In June of last year, this Government expressed its gratification at
the signing of the France-Viet Namese agreements of Muarch 8, which
provided 51&3 basis for the evolution of Viet Namese independence
within the French Union. These agreements, together with similar
accords between France and the Killlquoms of Liaos and Cambodia,
have now been ratified by the French National Assembly and signed by
the President of the French Republic. This ratification has estab-
lished the independence of Viet Nam, Laos, and Cambodia as associ-
ated states within the French Union.

It is anticipated that the full implementation of these busic agree-
ments and of supplementary accords which have been negotiated
and are awaiting ratification will promote political stability and the
growth of effective democratic institutions m Indochina. This Gov-
ernment is considering what steps it may take at this tine to further
these objectives and to assure, in collaboration with other like-minded
nations, that this development shall not be hindered by internal dissen-
sion fostered from abroad.

E;'fhletml:tter printed In italics 18 a staff note on the documents and not part of the
official text.
1 Department of Btate Bulletin, Feb, 20, 1680, pp. 201-292.
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The status of the American consulate general in Saigon will be raised
to that of a legation, and the Minister who will be accredited to all
three states will be appointed by the President.

{Hostilities between the French and Viet Minh Forces began late
in 1946 and gradually worsened until the Geneva Agreements of 1954.
This statement marks the beginning of U.S. military and economio
assistance to the Associated States and France to restore stability in
the area. Formal agreements were signed later.)

EXTENSION OF MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID: State-
ment by the Secretary of State, May 8, 1950

. The [French] Foruign Minister and I have just had an exchange of
views on the situation in Indochina and are in general agreement both
as to the uz;ﬁancy of the situation in that area and as to the necessity
for remedial action, We have noted the fact that the problem of
meeting the threat to the security of Viet Nam, Cambodia, and Laos
which now enjoy indta?ndence within the French Union is primarily
the responsibility of France and the Governments and peoples of
Indochina, The United States recognizes that the solution of the
Indochina Eroblem depends both upon the restoration of security
and upon the development of genuine nationalism and that United
States agsistance can and should contribute to these major objectives.

The United States Government, convinced that neither national
independence nor democratic evolution exist in any area dominated
by Soviet imperialism, considers the situation to be such as to warrant
its according economic aid and military equipment to the Associated
States of Indochina and to France in order to assist them in restorin
stability and permitting these states to pursue their peaceful ang
democratic development.

'ECONOMIC AID PROGRAM: Note From the American
Chargé d’Affaires at Saigon to the Chiefs of State of Viet-Nam,
Laos, and Cambedia, May 24, 1950 ¢

I have the honor to inform you that the Government of the United
States has decided to initiate a program of economic aid to the States
of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. My Government has reached this
decision in order to assist Canibodia, Laos, and Vietnam to restore
stability and pursue their peaceful and democratic development.

With these purposes in mind, the United States Government is
establishing, with headquarters in Saigon and associated with the
United States Legation, a special economic mission to Cambodia
Laos, and Vietnam. This mission will have the responsibility of
working with the Governments of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam and

1Igrued at Paris, where the Secretary of State was attending a Western Forelgn
Ministery meeting ; Department of Stete Bulletin, May 22, 1850, p. K21,

$ Department of Btate Builetin, June 12, 1980, pp. 9TT-H78. bavtd Bruce, the Ametican
émh:;s%c:ﬂ; at Parls, simultaneously delivered an identical note to the President of the

Ten. o.
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with the French High Commissioner in developing and carrying out
a eoordinated program of economic aid designed to assist the three
eountries in restoring their normal economic life. The members of
the American economic mission will, at all times, be subject to the
authority of the Government of the United States and will not
become a part of the administrations of the Associated States.

The Government of the United States reco%ﬁzes that this American
assistance will be complementary to the effort made by the three
Associated States and France, without any intention of substitution.
American aid is designed to reinforce the joint effort of France and
the Governments and peoples of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam, on
whom rests the primary responsibility for the restoration of security
and stability.

United gta.tes economic aid will be granted in accordance with
separate bilateral agreements between each of the Associated States
and the United States of America. The approval of these agreements
will be subject to legal conventions existing between the cinted
States and France. Initial economic aid operations, however, may
begin prior to the conclusion of these agreements.

he United States Government is of the opinion that it would be
desirable for the three governments and the French High Commis-
sioner to reach agreement among themselves for the coordination of
those matters relating to the aid program that are of common interest.
The American economic mission will maintain contact with the three
Associated States, with the French High Commissioner in Indochina
and, if desired, with any body which may be set up by the Associated
States and France in connection with the aid program.

Mr. Robert Blum has been appointed Chief of the United States
special economic mission to Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. _

Identical letters are being addressed today to the governments of
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and the President of the French Union.

—_—

THE MILITARY AID PROGRAM: Statement by the Depart-
ments of State and Defense, September 23, 1951 *

Discussions which have been going on for the past week between
General of the Army, Jean de La.ttrg%e Tassigny, French High Com-
missioner in Indochina, and Commander in Chleg of the French Union
Forces in Indochina, and officials of the Departments of Defense and
State were concluded September 22 in an atmosphere of cordiality
and unity of purpose.

The participants were in complete agreement that the successful
defense of Indochina is of great importance to the defense of all
Southeast Asia. United States oflicials stated that General de Lat-
tre’s presentation of the situation in that area had been invaluable to
them and had demonstrated that United States and French policies
in the Associnted States were not at variance.

In the course of the discussions with the Department of Defense,
the military-aid program for Indochina was reexamined, with the

t Department of Btate Builetin, Oct. 8, 16061, p. 570,
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regult that considerable improvement will be made in the rate of
deliveries of many items of equipment. General de Lattre has been
advised that the question of additional aid for the French and Viet-
namese forces in Indochina in the fiscal year 1952 program is under
study by the United States Government.

THE DEFENSE OF INDOCHINA: Communiqué Regarding
Discussions Between Representatives of the United States,
France, Viet-Nam, and Cambodia, June 18, 1952 *

Mr. Jean Letourneau, Minister in the French Cabinet for the
Associated States in Indochina, has just concluded a series of conver-
sations with U.S. Government officials from the Department of State,
Department of Defense, the Office of Director for Mutual Security,
the Mutual Security Agency, and Department of the Treasury. The
Ambassadors of Cambodia and Viet-Nam have also participated in
these talks. :

_The principle which governed this frank and detailed exchange of
views and information was the common recognition that tha struggle
in which the forces of the French Union and the Associated States are
engaged inst the forces of Communist aggression in Indochina is
an integral part of the world-wide resistance by the Free Nations to
Communist attempts at conquest and subversion. There was unani-
mous satisfaction over the vigorous and successful course of military
operations, in spite of the continuous comfort and aid received by the

ommunist forces of the Viet-Minh from Communist China. The
oxcellent performance of the Associated States® forces in battle was
found to be a source of particular encouragement, Special tribute
was paid to the 52,000 officers and men of the French Union and
Associated States’ armies who have been lost in this six years’ struggle
for freedom in Southeast Asia and to the 75,000 other casualties.

In this common struggle, however, history, strategic factors, as
well as local and general resources require that the free countries
concerned each assume primary responsibility for resistance in the

ific areas where Communism has resorted to force of arms. Thus
the United States assumes a large share of the burden in Korea while
France has the frima.ry role in Indochina, The partners, however,
recognize the obligation to help each other in their areas of primary
respongibility to the extent of their capabilities and within the limita-
tions imposed by their global obligations as well as by the require-
ments in their own areas of special responsibility. ﬁ was agreed
that success in this continuing struggle would entail an increase in
the common effort and that the United States for its part will, there-
fore, within the limitations set by Congress, take steps to expand its
aid to the French Union. It was further agreed that this increased
assistance over and above present U.S. aid for Indochina, which now
approximates one third of the total cost of Indochina operations,
would be especially devoted to assisting France in the building of the
national armies of the Associated States.

1 Department of Btate Bullietin, June 50, 1852, p. 1010,
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Mr. Letourneau reviewed the facts which amply demonstrate the
determination of the Associated States to pursue with incrensed energy
the strengthening of their authority and integrity both against internal
subversion and against external aggression. _

In this connection Mr. Letournean reminded the partictpants that
the accords of 1949, which established the independence within the
French Union of Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam, have been liberally
interpreied and supplemented by other agreements, thus consolidating
this independence. Mr., Letourneau pointed out that the goveriments
of the Associated States now exercise full authority except that a
strictly limited number of services related to the necessities of the
war now in progress remain temporarily in French hands. In the
course of the examination of the Far Fastern economic and irade
situation, it was noted that the Governments of the Associated States
are free to negotiate trade treaties and agreements of all kinds with
their neighbors subject only to whatever special arrangements may
be apreed between members of the French Union. )

1t was noted that these states have been recognized by thirty-three
foreign povernments.

The conversations reaffirmed the common determination of the
participants to prosecute the defense of Indoghina and their confidence
n a free, penceful and prosperous future for Cambodia, Laos, and
Viet-Nam.

Mr. Letourneau was received by the President, Mr. Acheson, and
Mr. Foster, as Acting Secretary of Defense. Mr. John Allison,
Assistant. Scereiary of State for I*X:n' Eastern Affairs, acted as Chair-
man of the U.S. Delegation participating in the conversations,

SUPPORT BY NATO OF THE FRENCH UNION DEFENSE
" EFFORTS IN INDOCHINA : Resolution Adopted by the North
Atlantic Council, December 17, 19521

The North Atlantic Council

Recognizes that resistance to direct or indirect aggression in any
part of the world is an essential contribution to the common security
of the free world;

1Taving Brexy Inrormen at its meeting in Paris on the 16th Decem-
ber of the latest developments in the military and political situation
in Indo-China;

Exzpresses its wholeliearted admiration for the valiant and long con-
tinued struggle by the French forces and the armics of the Associated
States against Communist aggression ; and

Acknowledges that the resistance of the free nations in South-East
Asia as in Korea i in fullest harmony with the aims and idcals of the
Atlantic Community;

And therefore agrees that the campaign waged by the French Union
forces in Indo-Cginu deserves continuing support from the Nato
governments.

1 Department of Btate Bulletéin, Jan. 5, 10063, p. 4.
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. ADDITIONAL UNITED STATES AID FOR FRANCE AND
INDOCHINA: Joint Franco-American Communiqué, Sep-
tember 30, 1953:

The forces of France and the Associated States in Indochina have
for 8 years been engaged in a bitler srtuggle to prevent the engulfment
of Southeast Asia by the forces of international communism. The
heroic efforts and sacrifices of these French Union allies in assurin
the libert)lf of the new and independent states of Cambodia, Laos n.ng
Vietnam has earned the admiration and support of the free world.
In recognition of the French Union effort the United States Govern-
ment Las in the past furnished aid of various kinds to tbe Governments
of France and the Associated States to assist in bringing the long
struggle to an early and victorious conclusion.

The French Goverrinent is firmly resolved to earry out in full its
declaration of July 3, 1953, by which is announced its intention of
perfecting the independence of the three Associated States in Indo-
china, through negotiations with the Associated States.

The Governments of France and the United States Liave now
agreed that, in support of plans of the French Government for the
intensified prosecution of the war aguninst the Viet Minh, the United
States will make availsble to the French Governmnent prior to De-
cember 31, 1954 additional financial resources not to exceed $385
million. This aid is in addition to funds already earmarked by the
United States for aid to France and the Associated States.

The French Government is determined to make every effort to
break up and destroy the regular enemny forces in Indochina. Toward
this end the government intends to carry through, in close cooperation
with the Cambodian, Laotian, and Vietnamese Governments, the
plans for increasing the Associated States forces while increasing
temporarily French forces to levels considered necessary to assure
the success of existing military plans. The additional United States
aid is designed to help make it possible to achieve these objectives
with inaximum speed and effectiveness.

The increased Krench effort in Indochina will not entail any basic
or permanent alteration of the French Government’s plans und pro-
grams for its Naro forces.

(On May 7, 1954 Dien Bien Phu fell to Viet Minh Forces after a
long siege. T'hss development led France to submit armistice pro-
posals to the Geneva Conference convened the previous month to dis-
cuss Korea and “peace in Indochina.” This statement sets forth the
United States position on the Geneva negotiations.)

_ THE THREAT OF DIRECT CHINESE COMMUNIST IN-
TERVENTION IN INDOCHINA: Address by the Secretary
of State, June 11, 1954 (Excerpt) *

At the moment, Indochina is the area where international eom-
munism most vigorously seeks expansion under the leadership of Ho

{

:&Yllrtmgnfngf Bt:]lie ﬂlluiin, ?ct.‘%’z, ﬁ’s?ﬁ l:ip. 1088—481.
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Chi-Minh. Last year President Eisenhower, in his great “Chance for
Peace” address, said that “aggression in Korea and Southeast Asia
are threats to the whole free community to be met by united action.”
But the French were then opposed to what they called “international-
izing” the war. They preferred to treat it as'a civil war of rebellion.
However, on July 3, 1953, the French Government made a public
declaration of independence for the three Associated States, and in
September it adopted the so-called Navarre plan, which contemplated
a rapid buildup of national native forces. The United States then
agreed to underwrite the costs of this plan. .

But last winter the fighting was intensified and the long strain
began to tell in terms of the attitude of the French people toward a
war then in its eighth year. Last March, after the siege of Dien-
Bien-Phu had begun, I renewed President Eisenhower’s proposal that
we seek conditions which would permit a united defense for the area.
I went to Europe on this mission, and it seemed that there was agree-
ment on our proposal. But when we moved to translate that iro-
posal into reaﬁity, some of the parties held back because they had
concluded that any steps to create a united defense should await the
results of the Geneva Conference.

Meanwhile, the burdens of a collective defense in Indochina have
mounted. The Communists have Yructiced dilatory negotiating at
Geneva, while intensifying their fighting in Indocbina. e%’he French
and national forces feel the strain of mounting enemy power on their
front and of political uncertainty at their rear. I told the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee Jast week that the situation is grave but
by no means hopeless, The future depends largely on decisions
awaited at Paris, London, and Geneva.

The situation in Indochina is not that of open military aggression b
the Chinese Communist regime, Thus, in Indochina, the problem 1s
one of restoring tranquillity in an area where disturbances are fo-
mented from Communist China, but where there is no open invasion
by Communist China. This task of pacification, in our opinion, cannot
be successfully met merely by unilateral armed intervention. Some
other conditions need to be established. Throughout these Indochina
developments, the United States has held to a stable and consistent
course and has made clear the conditions which, in its opinion, might
justify intervention. These conditions were and are (1) an invitation
from the present lawful authorities; (2) clear assurance of complete
independence to Laos, Cambodia, and Viet-Nam; &3) evidence of
concern by the United .’Nations; (4) a joining in the collective effort of
some of the other nations of the area; and (5) assurance that France
will not itself withdraw from the battle until it is won.

Only if these conditions were realized could the President and the
Congress be justified in asking the American people to make the sacri-
fices incident to committing our Nation, with others, to using force to
help to restore peace in the area.

nother problem might, however, arise. If the Chinese Commu-
nist regime were to show in Indochina or elsewhere that it is determined
to pursue the path of overt military a ion, then the situation
would be different and another issue wouﬁ emerge. That contingenc;
has already been referred to publicly by the President and myself.
The President, in his April 18, 1963, address, and I myself, in an ad-
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dress of Septemuber 2, 1953, made clear that the United States would
take a grave view of any future overt military Chinese Communist
aggression in relation to the Pacific or Southeast Asia aren. Such an
aggression would threaten island and peninsular positions which se-
cure the United States and its allies.

If sueh overt military nggression occurred, thut would be a deliberate
threat to the United States itself. The United States would of course
involte tho processes of the United Nations and consult with its allies.
But we could not escape ultimate responsibility for decisions closely
touching our own seeurity and self-defense.

There are some, particularly abroad, who seem to asswmne that the
attitude of the United States flows from a desire for a general war with
Communist China. That is clearly false. 1f we had wanted such a
war, it eould easily have been based on the preseuce of Chinese aggres-
sors in Korea. But last July, in spite of dificulties which at times
seemod insuperable, we concluded a Korean armistice with Communist
China. 1low could it be more surely demonstrated that we Lave both
the will to make peace and the competence to make peace

Your Governmeut wants peace, and the American people want
peace. But should there ever be openly launched an attack that the
American people would clearly recognize as a threat to our own
security, then the right of self-preservation would demand that we—
re(iaqdless of any other country—meet the issue squarely.

t is the task of statesmanship to scel peace and deter war, while
at the same time preserving vital nﬂtionn‘) interests. Under present
conditions that dual result is not easy to achieve, and it cannot be
achieved at all unless your Government is backed by a people who are
willing, if need be, to sacrifice to preserve their vital interests.

At the Geneva Conference I said: “Peace is always easy to achieve—
by surrender.” Your Government does not propose to buy peace at
that price. We do not believe that the American people want peace
at that Erice. So long as that is our national will, and so long as that
will be backed by u capaeity for effective action, our Nation can face
the future with that calm confidence whicl is the due of those who, in
a troubled world, hold fast that which is good.

(The Geneva Agreoments theorctically ended the war between
French Union forees and the Victmink in Laos Cambodia, and Viet-
nam. These states were to become fully iﬂdepenafent countries, with the
last-named partitioned near the 17th paralell into two states pending
reunification through “free elections” to be held by July 20, 1956. The
United States and Vietnam are not signatories to these agreements.)

. AGREEMENT ON THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES IN
VIET-NAM, July 20, 19541

Crarrer I—I'rovistonar. Miurraky Demarcationy Ling anp
) DeMmILITARIZED ZONE
Article 1
A provisional military demarcation line shall be lixed, on either side
of whieh the forces of the two parties shall be regrouped after their

11C/42/Rev. 2, 20 July 1954,

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM 51

withdrawal, the forces of the People’s Army of Viet-Nam to the north
of the line and the forces of the E‘ rench Union to the south.

The provisional military demarcation line is fixed as shown on the
map attached (omitted). _

l}; is also agreed that a demilitarized zone shall be established on
either side of the demarcation line, to a width of not more than 5 kms.
from it, to act as a buffer zone and avoid any incidents which might
result 1n the resumption of hostilities.

Avticle 2 ‘
The period within which the movement of all the forces of either
party into its regrouping zone on either side of the provisional military
demarcation line shall be completed shall not exceed three hundred
(300) days from the date of the present Agreement’s entry into force.

Avrticle 3 o .

When the provisional military demarcation line coincides with n
waterway, tha waters of such waterway shall be open to civil navign-
tion by both parties wherever one bank is controlled by one party and
the other baml( by the other party. The Joint Commission shall estab-
lish rules of navigation for the streteh of waterway in question. The
merchant, shipping and other civilian craft of each party shall have
unrestricted access to the land under its military eontrol.
Avrticle 4

Tho provisional military denarcation line between the two final
regrouping zones is extended into the territorial waters by a line per-
pendicular to the genernl line of the coast.

All coastal islands north of this boundary shall be evacuated by the
armed forces of the I'rench Union, and all islands south of it shall be
evacuated by the forees of the l‘onllie’s Army of Viet-Nam.

Article 5

T'o nvoid any incidents which might. result in the resumption of hos-
tilities, all military forces, supplies and eqnipment shall be withdrawn
from the demilitarized zone within twenty-five (25) days of the pres-
ent A greement’s entry into foree.

Article 6

No person, military or civilian, shall be permitted to cross the pro-
visional military demareation line unless specifically authorized to do
80 by the Joint Commission.

Artiele 7

No person, military or civilian, shall be permitted to enter the demili-
{nrized zone except persons concerned with the conduct of civil adinin-
istration and relief and persons specifically authorized to enter by the
Joint Commission.

Article 8

Civtl ndministration and relief in the demilitarized zone on either
side of the provisional military demarcation line shall be the responsi-
bility of the Commanders-in-Chief of the two parties in their respec-
tive zones. The number of persons, military or civilian, from each side
who are permitted to enter the demilitarized zone for the conduct of
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civil administration and relief shall be determined by the respective
Commanders, but in no case shall the total number authorized by either
side exceed at any one time a figure to be determined by the Trung Gia
Military Commission or by theg}cl)int Commission. The number of civil
golice and the arms to be carried by them shall be determined by the

oint Commission. No one else shall carry arms nnless specifically
authorized to do so by the Joint Commission. -
Article 9

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed as limiting the
complete freedom of movement, nto, out of or within the demilitarized
zone, of the Joint Commission, its joint groups, the International Com-
mission to be set up as indicated below, its inspection teams and any
other persons, supplies or equipment speciﬁcalll)y authorized to enter
the demilitarized zone by the Joint Commission. Freedom of move-
ment shall be permitted across the territory under the military control
of either side over any road or waterway which has to be taken be-
tween points within the demilitarized zone when such points are not
connected by roads or waterways lying completely within the demili-
tarized zone.

CHapTER II—PriNcIPLES AND PrOGEDURE (GOVERNING IMPLEMENTATION
) OF THE PRESENT AGREEMENT
Article 10

The Commanders of the Forces on each side, on the one side the
Commander-in-Chief of the French Union forces in Indo-China and
on the other side the Commander-in-Chief of the People’s Army of
Viet-Nam, shall order and enforce the complete cessation of all hostili-
ties in Viet-Nam by all armed forces under their control, including all
units and personnel of the ground, naval and air forces.

Article 11

In accordance with the principle of a simultaneous cease-fire
throughout Indo-China, the cessation of hostilities shall be simultane-
ous throughout all parts of Viet-Nam, in all areas of hostilities and
for all the forces of the two parties.

Taking into account the time effectively required to transmit the
cease-fire order down to the lowest echelons of the combatant forces on
both sides, the two parties are agreed that the cease-fire shall take effect
completely and simultaneously for the different sectors of the country
as follows:

Northern Viet-Nam at 8:00 a. m. (local time) on 27 July 1954
Central Viet-Nam at 8:00 a. m. (local time) on 1 August 1954
. Southern Viet-Nam at 8:00 a. m. (local time) on 11 August 1954

It isagreed that Pekin mean time shall be taken as local time.

From such time as the cense-fire becomes effective in Northern Viet-
Nam, both parties undértake not to engage in any large-séale offensive
' dction in any part of the Indo-Chinese theatre of operations and niot-
to commit the air forces based on Northern Viet-Nam outside that
sector. The two parties also undertake to inform each other of their
plans for movement from one regrouping zone to another within twen-
ty-five (95) days of the present Agreement’s entry into force.
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Article 12
All the operations and inovements entailed in the cessation of hos-
tilities and regrouping must proceed in a safe and orderly fashion:
(a) Within a certain number of days after the cease-fire Agree-
ment shall have become effective, the number to be determined
on the spot by the Trung Gia Military Commission, each party
shall be responsible for removing and neutralizing mines (in-
cluding river- and sea-mines), booby traps, explosives and any
other dangerous substances pluced by it. In the event of its being
impossible to complete the work of removal and neutralization
in time, the party soncerned shall mark the spot by placing visi-
ble signs there. All demolitions, mine fields, wire entanglements
and other hazards to the free movement of the personnel of the
Joint Commission and its joint groups, known to be present atter
the withdrawal of the military forces, shall be reported to the
Joint Commission by the Commanders of the opposing forces;
(b) From the time of the cease-fire until regrouping is com-
pleted on either side of the demareation line: .

(1) The forces of either liurty shall be provisionally with-
drawn from the provisional assembly arens assigned to the
other party.

(2) When one party’s forces withdraw by a route (road,
rail, waterway, sea route) which passes through the territory
of the other party (see Article 24), the latter party’s forces
must provisionally withdraw three kilometres on each side of
such route, but in such a manner as to avoid interfering with
the movements of the civil population.

Article 13

From the time of the cease-fire until the completion of the move-
ments from one regrouping zone into the other, civil and military
transport aircraft shall follow air-corridors between the provisional
assembly areas assigned to the French Union forees north of the de-
marcation line on the one hand and the Laotian frontier and the re-
grouping zone assigned to the French Union forces on the other hand.

The position of the air-corridors, their width, the safety route for
single-engined military aircraft transferred to the south and the search
and rescue procedure for aircraft in distress shall be determined on
the spot by the Trung Gin Military Commission.

Article 14
Political and administrative measures in the two regrouping zones,
on either side of the provisional military demarcation line:

(a) Pending the general elections which will bring about the
unification of Viet-Nam, the conduct of civil administration in
each regrouping zone shall be in the hands of the party whose
forces are to be regrouped there in virtue of the present Agree-
ment;

{b) Any territory controlled by one party which is transferred
to the other %art l? the regrouping plan shall continue to be
administered by the former party until such date as all the troops
who are to be transferred have completely left that territory so as
to free the zone assigned to the party in question. From then on,
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such territory shall be regarded as transferred to the other party

who shall assume responsibility for it. ’

Ste?s shall be taken to ensure that there is no break in the trans-
fer o responsibilities. For this purpose, adequate notices shall
be given by the withdrawing party to the other party, which ghall
make the necessary arrangements, in particular by sending ad-
ministrative knd police dotachments to prepare for the assumption
of administrative responsibility. Thegcngth of such notice shall
be determined by the Trung Gia Military Commission. The
transfer shall be effected in successive stages for the various ter-
ritorial sectors. '

The transfer of the civil administration of Hanoi and Haiphon
to the authorities of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam shall
be completed within the respective time-limits laid down in
Article 15 for military movements. ‘

_(c) Each party undertekes to refrain from any reprisals or

discrimination against persons or organizations on account of
their activities during the hostilities and to guarantce their demo-

\ cratie libertics.

‘ (d) From the date of entry into force of the present agreement
until the movement of troops is completed, any civilinns residing
1;:) :edlztsylct e(‘:;ngtrf}lledtl}oly one part_}r \]vhlc)) wish to go and live in the

48812 0 the other party shall be permitted :
do so by tﬁe authorities in thlztt d{strict. P and helped to

Artiole 15

The disengagement of the combatants, and the withdrawals and
transfers of military forces, equipment and supplies shall take place
In accordance with the following prineiples:

(1) The withdrawals and transfers of the military forces

nipment and supplies of the two parties shall be completec’l
within three hundred (300) days, as Inid down in Article & of
the present Agreement ;

(b} Within either territory successive withdrawals shall be
mado by sectors, portions of sectors or provinces. Transfers from
one regrouping zone to another shall be made in successive monthly
;nstn.lc}mﬂnts proportionate to the number of troops to be trans-

erred ;

(e¢) The two parties shall undertake to carry out all troop
withdrawals and transfers in accordance with the aims of the
present Agreoment,_ shall permit no hostile act and shall take no
step whatsoever which might hamper such withdrawals and trans-
fers. They shall assist one another ns far as this is possible;

(d) The two parties shall permit no destruction or sabotago of
any public property and no injury to the life and property of the
civil population. They shall permit no interference in local civil
administration;

(e) The Joint Commission and the International Commission
shall ensure that steps are taken to safeguard the forces in the
course of withdrawal and transfer:

(f) The Trung Gia Military Commission, and later the Joint

Commission, shall determine by common agreement the exact
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procedure for the disengagement of the combatants and for troop
withdrawals and transfers, on the basis of the principles men-
tioned above and within the framework laid down below:

1. The disengagement of the combatants, including the con-
centration of {he armed forces of all kinds and also each
party’s movements into the provisional assembly areas as-
signed to it and the other party’s provisional withdrawal
from it, shall be completed within a period not exceeding
fifteen (15) days after the date when the cease-fire becomes
eflective,

The general delineation of the provisional assembly areas
ia set out in the maps * annexed to the present Agreement.

In order to uvoid any incidents, no troops shall be stationed
less than 1,500 metres from the lines delimiting the pro-
visional assembly areas.

During the period until the transfers are concluded, all the
coastal islands west of the following lines shall be included
in the Haiphong perimeter:

—meridian of the southern point of Kebao Island
—northern coast of the Ile Rousse {excluding the island),

extended as far as the meridian of Campha-Mines
—meridian of Chainpha-Mines.

2. The withdrawals and transfers shall be cflected in the
following order and within the following periods (from the
date of the entry into force of the present Agreement) :

Forees of the French Union Days
Hanol perimeter . o ———— 80
Haiduong perimeter. e 100
Haiphong perimeter o e 300

Forece of the Peuplc’'s Army of Viet-Nam

Ham Tan and Xuyenmec provisional assembly area..... . 80
Centrat Viet-Nam provisional assembly area—frst instalment______ 80
Plaine des Jonce provisional assembly area. _— - 100
Point Camau provisional assembly area—. - oo 200
Central Viet-Nomn Provisional assembly area—last installment_____ 300

Cuarrer 111—Ban on Intropuction ofF Fresn Troors, MiLiTanry
Pursonnern, Aums anp Munimons, Minitary BBases

Article 10

With effect from the date of entry into force of the present Agree-
ment, the introduction into Viei-Nant of any troop reinforcements and
additional military personnel is prohibited.

It is understoo!, 1owever, that the rotation of units and groups of
personnel, the arrival in Viet-Nam of individual personnel on a tempo-
rary duty basis and the return to Viet-Nam of individual personnel
after short periods of leave or temporary duty ouiside Viet-Nam shall
be permitted under the conditions laid down below :

{a) Rotation of units (defined in paragraph (c) of this Arti-
cle) and groups of personnel shall not be permitied for French

t Not reprinted here.
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Union troops stationed north of the provisional military demarca-
tion line laid down in Article 1 of the present Agreement, during
the withdrawal period provided for in Article 2,

However, under the heading of individual personnel not more
than fifty (50) men, including officers, shall during any one month
be permitted to enter that part of the country north of the pro-
vistonal military demarcation line on a temporary duty basis or
to return there after short periods of leave or temporary duty
outside Viet-Nam.

{b) “Rotation” is defined as the replacement of units or groups
of personnel by other units of the same echelon or by personnel
v;'lho are arriving in Viet-Nam territory to do their overseas service
there;

{c) The units rotated shall never be larger than a battalion—
or the corresponding echelon for air and naval forces;

{d) Rotation shall be conducted on a man-for-man basis, pro-
vided, however, that in any one quarter neither party shall intro-
duce more than fifteen thousand five hundred (15,500) members
of its armed forces into Viet-Nam under the rotation policy.

&e) Rotation units (defined in paragraph (c) of tiis Xrticle)
and groups of personnel, and the individual personnel mentioned
in this Article, shall enter and leave Viet-Nam only through the
ent? points enumerated in Article 20 below :

5[ (f) Each party shall notify the Joint Commission and the In-

# ternational Commission at lenst two days in advance of any ar-
rivals or departures of units, groups of personnel and individual
personnel in or from Viet-Nam. Reports on the arrivals or de-
partures of units, grou{)s of personnel and individual personnel in
or from Viet-Nam shall be submitted daily to the Joint Commis-
sion and the International Commission.

All the above-mentioned notifications and reports shall indicate
the places and dates of arrival or departure and the number of
persons arriving or departing.

{g) The International Commission, through its Inspection
Teams, shall supervise and inspect the rotation of units and
groups of personnel and the arrival and departure of individual

ersonnel as authorized above, at the points of entry enumerated
1n Article 20 below. . |

Article 17

(s) With effect from the date of entry into force of the present
Agreement, the introduction into Viet-Nan of any reinforcements
in the form of all types of arms, munitions and other war mate-
rial, such as combat aircraft, naval eraft, pieces of ordnance, jet
engines and jet weapons and armoured vehicles, is prohibiteci.

b) It is understood, however, that war material, arms and
munitions which have been destroyed, damaged, worn out or used
uF after the cessation of hostilities may be repinced on the basis
ol piece-for-piece of the same type and with similar characteris-
tics, Such replacements of war material, arms and munitions
shall not be permitted for French Union troops stationed north
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of the provisional military demarcation line laid down in Article
1 of the present Agreement, durihg the withdrawal period pro-
vided for in Article 2.

Naval craft may perform transport operations between the
regrouping zones.

(¢) The war material, arms and munitions for replacement
purposes provided for in paragraph (b) of this Article, shall be
1ntroduceg into Viet-Nam only through the points of entry enu-
merated in Article 20 below. %Vnr material, arms and munitions
to be replaced shall be shipped from Viet-Nam only through the
points of entry enumerated in Article 20 below ;

(d) Apart from the replacements pernitted within the limits
laid down in paragraph Fb) of this Article, the introduction of
war matertal, arms and munitions of all types in the form of un- |
assembled parts for subsequent assemb,}jy is prohibited ;

(e) Each party shall notify the Joint Commission and the
International Commission at least two days in advance of any
arrivals or departures which may take place of war material, arms
and munitions of all types.

In order to justify the requests for the introduetion into Viet-
Nam of arms, munitions and other war material (as defined in
paragraph (as of this Article) for replacement purposes, a report
concarning each incoming shipment shall be submitted to the Joint
Commission and the International Commission. Such reports
shall indicate the use inade of the items so replaced.

{f) The Internationn]l Commission, through its Inspection
Teams, shall supervise and inspect the replacements permitted
in the circumstances laid down in this Article, at the points of
entry enumerated in Article 20 below.

Article 18

With effect from the date of entry into force of the present Agree-
ment, the establishment of new military bases is prohi{;ited through-
out Viet-Nam territory.

Article 19

With effect. from the date of entry into force of the present Agree-
ment, no military base under the control of a foreign State may be
established in the regrouping zone of either party; the two parties
shal] ensure that the zones assigned to them do not adhere to any mili-
tary alliance and are not used for the resumption of hostilities or to
further an aggressive policy.

Article 20
The points of entry into Viet-Nam for rotation personnel and re-
placements of material are fixed as follows:

—Zones to the north of the provisional military demareation line:
Laokay, Langson, Tien-Yen, Haiphong, Vinh, Dong-Hoi,
Muong-Sen;

——Zone to the south of the provisional military demarcation line:
Tourane, Quinhon, Nhatrang, Bangoi, Saigon, Cap St. Jacques,
Tanchau,

To-663 O - 67 - 8
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N .
Criapter IV—PrisoNers oF WaRr anp CIVILIAN INTERNERS

Article 21

. The liberation and repatriation of all prisoners of wur and civilian
mternees detained by each of the two parties nt the coming into force
of the present Agreement shall be carried out under the following
conditions: )

(a) All Frisoners of war and civilian internees of Viet-Nam
Fronch and other nationalitios captured since the beginning of
hostilities in Viet-Nam during military operations or in any other
circumstances of war and in any part of the territory of Viet-Nam
shall be liberated within a period of thirty (30) davs after the
date when the ccase-fire becomes effective in ench thentre,

(b) The term “civilian internees” is understood to mean all
persons who, having in any way contributed to the political and
armed struggle between the two parties, have been arrested for
that reason and have been kept in detention by either party during
the period of hostilities. "

(¢) All prisoners of war and civilian internces held by either
party shall be surrendered to the appropriate authorities of the
other party, who shall give them all possible assistance in procecd-
Ing to their country of origin, place of hahitual residence or the
zone of their choice.

) Cnarrer V—MIscrrLLaNeous
Avrticle 22
gy -
I'he Commanders of the Forces of the two parties shall ensure that
persons under their respective commands who violate any of the pro-
visions of the present Agreement ave suitably punished.

Article 23 '

In cases in which the E]ace of burial is known and tho existence of
graves has been established, the Commander of the Forces of either
party shall, within a specific period after the entry into force of the
Armistice Agreement, permit the graves service personnel of the other
puarty to enter the part of Viet-Nam territory unc‘er their mililary con-
trol for the purpose of finding and removing the bodies of decensed
military personnel of that party, including the bodies of deceased pris-
oners of war. The Joint (%ommission shall determine the procedures
and the time limit for the performance of this task. The Commanders
of the Forces of the two parties shall communicate to each other all
information in their possession as to the place of burial of military
personnel of the other party.

Article 24

The present. Agreement shall apply to all the armed forces of either
party. Tho armed forces of each parly shall respect the demilitarized
zone and the territory under the military control of the other party,
and shall commit no act and undertake no operation agninst the othar
party and shall not en%a e in blockade of any kind in Viet-Nam.

For the purposes of the present Article, the word “territory”™ in-
cludes territorial waters and air space.
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Article 25
The Commanders of the Forces of the two parties shall afford full
rotection and all possible assistance and co-operation to the Joint
%ommission and its joint groups and to the International Commission
and its inspection teams in the performance of the functions and tasks
assigned to them by the present Agreement,

Article 26
The costs involved in the operations of the Joint Commission and
joint groups and of the International Commission and its Inspection
eams shall be shared equally between the two parties.

Article 27

The signatories of the present Agreement and their successors in
their functions shall be responsible for ensuring and observance and
enforcement of the terms and provisions thereof. The Commanders
of the Forces of the two parties shall, within their respective com-
mands, take all steps and make all arrangements necessary to ensure
full compliance witﬁ all the provisions of the present Agreement by all
elements and military personnel under their command.

The procedures laid down in the present Agreement shall, whenever
necessary, be studied by the Commanders of the two parties and, if
necessary, defined more specifically by the Joint Commission.

Cuaprer VI—Jomvr CommissioNn AND INTERNATIONAL CoOMMISSION
FOR SUPERVISION AND CoNTror IN VIET-NAM

28. Responsibility for the execution of the agreement on the cessa-
tion of hostilities shall rest with the parties.

29, An International Commission shall ensure the control and super-
vigion of this execution.

30. In order to facilitate, under the conditions shown below, the exe-
cution of provisions concerning joint actions by the two parties, a Joint
Commission shall be set up in %let—Nn.m. '

31. The Joint Commission shall be composed of an equal number
of representatives of the Commanders of the two parties.

82. The Presidents of the delegations to the Joint Commission shall
lhold the rank of General.

The Joint Commission shall set up joint groups the number of which
shall be determined by mutual agreement betwecn the parties. The
joint, groups shall be composed of an equal number of officers from

oth parties. Their location on the demarcation line between the re-
grouping zones shall be determined by the parties whilst taking into
account the powers of the Joint Commission.

33. The Joint Coinmission shall ensure the execution of the follow-
ing provisions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities:

(a) A simultaneous and general cease-fire in Viet-Nam for
all regular and irregular armed forces of the two parties.

(b} A re-groupment of the armed forces of the two parties.

(¢} Observance of the demarcation lines between the re-
grouping zones and of the demilitarized sectors.
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Within the limits of its competence it shall help the parties to exe-
cute the said provisions, shall ensure linison between them for the pur-
pose of preparing and carrying out plans for the application of these
provisions, and shall endeavor to solve sueh disputed questions as may
arise between the parties in the course of executinf these provisions.

34. An International Commission shall be set up for the control and
supervision over the application of the provisions of the agreement on
the cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nam. It shall be composed of rep-
resentatives of the following States: Canada, India and Poland.

It shall be presided over by the Representative of India.

35. The International Commission shall set up fixed and mobile in-
spection teams, composed of an cqual number of officers appointed by
each of the above-mentioned States. The fixed teams shall be located
at the following points: Laokay, Langson, Tien-Yen, Haiphong,
Vinh, Dong-Ii0i, Muong-Sen, Tourane, (guinhon, Nhatrang, Bangol,
Saigon, Cap St. Jacques, Tranchau. These points of location may,
at a later date, be nltered at the request of the Joint Commission, or
of one of the parties, or of the International Commission itself, by
agreement between the International Commission and the command
of the party concerned. The zones of action of the mobile teams shall
be the regions bordering the land and sea frontiers of Viet-Nam, the
demarcation lines between the re-gronping zones and tho demilitarized
zones. Within the limits of these zones they shall have the right to
move freely and shall receive from the local civil and military authori-
ties uil facilities they may require for the fulfilment of their tasks
(provision of personnel, placing at their disposal documents needed

or supervision, summoning witnesses necessary for holding enquiries,
ensuring the security and freedom of movement of the inspection teams
etc. . .). They shall have at their disposal such modern means of
transport, observation and communication as they may require. Be-
yond the zones of action as defined above, the mobile teams may, by
agreement with the command of the party concerned, carry out other
movements within the limits of the tasks given them by the present
agreement.

36. The International Commission shall be responsible for super-
vising the proper execution by the parties of the provistons of the
agreement, For this purpose it shall fulfill the tasks of control, obser-
vation, inspection nml) investigation connected with the application of
the provisions of the agreament on the cessation of hostilities, and it
shall in particular:

(a) Control the movement of the armed forces of the two
parties, effected within the framework of the regroupment plan.

(b) Supervise the demarcation lines between the re-grouping
areas, and also the demilitarized zones. )

{c) Control the operations of releasing prisoners of war and
civilian internees.

(d) Supervise at ports and nirfields as well as along all frontiers
of Viet-Nam the execution of the provisions of the agreement on
the cessation of hostilities, regulating the introduction into the
country of armed forces, military personnel and of all kinds of
arms, munitions and war material.
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37. The International Commission shall, through the medium of
the inspection teams mentioned above, and as soon as possible either
on its own initiative, or at the request of the Joint Commission, or of
one the parties, undertake the necessary investigations both documen-
tary and on the ground. .

48. Tho inspection teams shall submit to the International Com-
mission the results of their supervision, their investigation and their
observations, furthermore they shall draw up such special reports
a3 they may consider necessarr or as mnay be requested from them by
the Commission, In the case of a disagreement within the teams, the
conclusions of each member shall be submitted to the Commission.

39. If any one inspection team is unable to settle an incident or con-
giders that there is a violation or a threat of a serious violation the
international Commission shall be informed; the latter shall study
the reports and the conclusions of the inspection teams and shall in-
form the parties of the measures which should be taken for the settle-
ment of the incident, ending of the violation or renioval of the threat.
of violation.

40. When the Jotnt Commission is unable to reach an agreement
on the interpretation to be given to some provision or on the appraisal
of a fact, the InternationaﬁCcmmission shall be informed of the dis-
puted question. Its recommendations shall be sent directly to the
parties and shall be notified to the Joint Commission.

41. The recommendations of the International Commission shall be '
adopted by majority vote, subject to the provisions contained in
article 42.” If the votes are divided the chairman’s vote shall be
decigive, \

The International Commission may formulate recommendations con-
cerning amendments and additions which should be made to the pro-
visions of the agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nam, in
order to ensure a more effective execution of that agreement. These
recommendations shall be adopted unanimously.

42, When dealing with questions concerning violations, or threats .
of violations, which might Jead to a resumption of hostilities, namely: |

(a) Refusal by the armed forces of one party to effect the move-
ments provided for in the regroupment plan;
{b} Violation by the armed forces of one of the parties of the
regrouping zones, territorial waters, or air space of the other !
arty;
the decisions of the International Commission must be unanimous, \

43. If one of the parties refuses to put into effect a recommendation
of the International Commission, the parties concerned or the Com-
mission itself shall inform the members of the Geneva Conference.

If the International Commission does not reach reach unanimity in
the cases provided for in article 42, it ghall submit a majority report
and one or more minority reports to the members of the Conference,

The Internationnl Commission shall inform the members of the
Conference in all cases where its activity is being hindered.

44, The International Commission shall be set up at the time of
the cessation of hostilities in Indo-China in order that it should be able
to fulfill the the tasks provided for in article 36.
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45. The International Commission for Supervision and Control in
Viet-Nam shall act in close co-operation with the International Com-
missions for Supervision and Contro! in Cambodia and Laos.

The Sccretnries-General of these three Commissions shall be respon-
sible for co-ordinating their work and for relations between them.

46. The International Commission for Supervision and Control in
Viet-Nam may, after consultation with the International Commis-
sions for Supervision and Contrel in Cambodia and Laos, and having
regard to the development of {he situation in Cambodia and Laos
progressively reduce its activities. Snuch a decision must be adopte
unanimously.

47. All the provisions of the present Agreement, suve the second
gub-paragraph of Artiele 11, shall enter into force at 2400 hours
(Geneva time) on 22 July 1954,

Done in (Geneva at 2400 hours on the 20th of July 1954 in French
and in Viet-Namese, both texts being equally authentic.

For the Commander-in-Chief of  For the Commander-in-Chief of

the People’s Army of Viet-Nam the French Union Forees in
Ta-Quane Buu Indo-China
)’ . .
Vice-Minister of National Defence Brigadier-General Devreir.
of the Democratic Republio of
Viet-Nam

AnNEx 10 TuE AcreeMENT oN THE Cressation oF Hostirnrries 1w

Vinr-Nam

I. DerineaToN orF rTHE IProvisioNnal Minitary DemarcarioNn Line
AND THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE

(Article 1 of the Agreement: Reference Map: Indo-China 1/100,000)

(2) The provisional military demarcation line is fixed as follows,
reading from east to west:
the mouth of the Song Ben Hat (Cua Tung River) and the course
of that river (known as the Rao Thanh in the mountains) to the
village of Bo Ho Su, then the parallel of Bo Ho Su to the Laos-
Viet-Nam frontier. ) ) .
(b) The demilitarized zone shall be delimited by Trung Gia Mili-
tary Commission in accordance with the provisions of article 1 of the
Agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nam.

IT. GenERAL DELINEATI0N OF THE PROVISIONAL ABREMBLY AREAS
(Article 15 of the Agreement ; Reference Maps : Indo-China 1/400,000)
(n) NORTH VIET-NAM

Delineation of the boundary of the provisional assembly area of the
French Union forces

1. The perimeter of IIanoi is delimited by the arc of & circle with a

radius of 15 kilometres, having as its centre the right bank abutment of
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Doumer Bridge and running westwards from the Red River to the
Rapids Canal in the northeast.
n this particular case no forces of the French Union shall be sta-

tioned less than 2 kilometres from this perimeter, on the inside thereof.

2. The perimeter of Haiphong shall be delimited by the Song-Van-
Uc as far as Kim Thanh and a line running from the Song-Van-Ue
three kilometres northeast of Kim Thanh to cut Road No. 18 two ki-
lometres east of Mao-Khé. Thence a line running three kilometres
north of Road 18 to Cho-Troi and a straight line from Cho-Troi to the
Mong-Duong ferry.

3. A corridor contained between:

In the south, the Red River from Thanh-Tri to Bang-Nho
thence a line joining the latter point to Do-My (South-west of
Kesat), Gia-Loc and Tien Kieu;

In the north, u line running the Rapids Canal at a distance of
1,500 metres to the north of the Canal, passing three kilometres
north of I’ha-Lai and Seven Pagodas and thence paraliel to Road
No. 18 to its point of intersection with the perimeter of ITaiphong.

Note: Throughout the period of evacuation of the perimeter
of TTanoi, the river forces of the French Union shall enjoy
complete freedom of movement on the Song-Van-Ue. And the
forces of the People’s Army of Viet-Nam shall withdraw
three kilometres south of the south banlk of the Song-Van-Ue.

Boundary between the perimeter of Hanoi and the perimeter of
Haiduong

A straightline running from the Rapids Cannl three kilometres west

of Chi-ne and ending at Do-My (cight kilometres south-west of Kesat).

(b) CENTRAL VIRT-NAM

Delineation of the boundary of the provisional assembly area of the
forees of the Viet-Nam People's Army south of the Col des Nuages
parallel

The perimeter of the Central Viet-Nam area shall consist of the
administrative boundaries of the provinces of Quang-Ngai and Binh-

Dinh as they were defined before the hostilities.

(¢) B0UTH VIET-NAM

Three provisional assembly areas shall be provided for the forces
of the People’s Army of Viet-Nam.
The boundaries of these areas arc as follows:
1. Xuyen-Uoe, Ham-Tan Area
estern boundary: The course of the Song-Ray extended
northwards as far as Road No. 1 to & point thercon eight kilo-
metres east of the intersection of Road No. 1 and Road No. 3.
Northern boundary : Road No. 1 tron the above-mentioned
intersection to the intersection with Route Communale No. 9
situated 27 kilometres west-south-west of Phanthiet and from
that intersection a straight line to Kim Thanlh on the coast.
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2. Pluin des Joncs Area

Northern boundary: The Viet-Nam-Cambodia frontier.

Western boundary: A straight line from Tong-Binh to
Binh-Thanh.

Southern boundary ; Course of the Fleuve Antérieur (Me-
kong} to ten kilometres south-east of Cao Lanh. From that
ﬂ)int, n straight line as far as Ap-My-Dien, and from Ap-

y-Dien a line parallel to and three kﬁ’ometers east and then
south of the Tong Doc-Loc Canal, this line reaches My-Hanh-
Dong and thence Hung-Thanh-My.

Hastern boundary ! i straight line from Hung-Thanh-My
running northwards to the Cambodian frontier south of Doi-
bao-Voi.

3. Point Cumau Area
. Northern boundary: The Song-Cai-lon from its mouth to
its junction with the Rach-Nuoc-Trong, thence the Rach-
Nuoc-Trong to the bend five kilometers north-east of Ap-Xeo-
La. Thereafter a line to the Ngan-Dua Canal and following
that Canal as far as Vinh-Hung. Finally, from Vinh-Hung
a north-south Jine to the sea.

'AGREEMENT OF THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES IN
' CAMBODIA, JULY 20, 1954*

Cuarter I-—PrincipLes aNp ConpiTioNs (GovErNING ExecUTiON oF
THE CrasE-FIre

Ariicle

As from twenty-third July 1954 at 0800 hours (Pekin mean time)
complete cessation of all hostilities throughout Cambodia shall be
ordered and enforced by the Commanders of the Armed Forces of the
two parties for all troops and personnel of the land, naval and aip
forces under their controF.

Artiole®

In conformity with the principle of a simultaneous cease-fire
throughout Indo-China, there shall Ee a simultaneous cessation of hos-
tilities throughout Cambodia, in all the combat areas and for all the
forces of the two parties.

To obviate any mistake or misunderstanding and to ensure that both
the ending of hostilities and all other operations arising from cessation
of hostilities are in fuct simulianeous,

(a) due allowance being made for the time actually required |

for transmission of the cease-fire order down to the lowest
échelons of the combatant forces of both sides, the two parties
are aﬁreed that the complete and simultaneous cease-fire through-
out the territory of Cambodia shall become effective at 8 hours
(local time) on 7 August 1954. It is agreed that Pekin mean
time shall be taken as local time,

1IC/82, 21 July, 19634, Original ; French.
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{b) Each side shall comply strictly with the time-table jointly
agreed upon between the parties for the execution of all opera-
tions connected with the cessation of hostilities.

Article 3

All operations and movements connected with the execution of the
cessation of hostilities must be carried out in a safe and orderly
fashion.

(a) Within a number of days to be determined by the Com-
manders of both sides, after the cease-fire has been achieved, each

arty shall be responsible for removing and neutralizing mines

ooby traps, explosives and any other dangerous devices place
by it. Should it be impossible to complete removal and neutraliza-
tion before departure, the party concerned will mark the spot
by placing visible signs. Sites thus cleared of mines and any
other obstacles to the free movement of the personnel of the In-
ternational Commission and the Joint Commission shall be noti-
fied to the latter by local military Commanders.

(b} Any incidents that may arise between the forces of the
two sides and may result from mistakes or misunderstandings
shall be settled on the spot so as to restrict their scope.

(¢} During the days immediately preceding the cease-fire ench
party undertakes not to engage in any large-scale operation be-
tween the time when the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities
is;f signed at Geneva and the time when the cease-fire comes into
effect.

CuaprTER I1—PROCEDURE FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE FOREIGN ARMED
Forces anp Foreiaw Mivitary PrreonNen From Tar TERRITORY OF
CaMBoDIA

Article §
1. The withdrawal outside the territory of Cambodia shall apply to:

{a) the armed forces and military combatant personnel of the
French Union; _

(b) the combatant formations of all types which have entered
the territory of Cambodia from other countries or regions of the
peninsula; ) ) )

(¢) all the foreign elements (or Cambodians not natives of
Cambodia) in the military formations of any kind or holding
supervisory functions in all political or military, adminjstrative,
economic, linancial or social bodies, having worked in liaison with
the Viet-Nam military units. )

2. The withdrawals of the forces and elements referred to in the
foregoing paragraphs and their military supplies and materials must

. be completed within 90 days reckoning from the entry into force of

the present A greement. .

3.p The twog;-mrties shall guarantee that the withdrawals of all the
forces will be effected in accordance with the purposes of the Agree-
ment, and that they will not permit any hostile action or take any
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action likely to create difficulties for such withdrawals. They shall
asgist one another as far as possible.

4. While the withdrawals are proceeding, the two parties shall not
permit any destruction or sabotage of public property or any attack
on the life or property of the civilian population. They shall not pec-
mit any interference with the local civil administration.

5. The Joint Commission and the International Supervisory Cora-
mission shall supervise the execution of measures to ensure the safery
of the forces during withdrawal.

6. The Joint Commission in Cambodia shall determine the detailed
procedures for the withdrawals of the forces on tho basis of the above-
mentioned principles.

Cuarter 1TT—OTHER QUESTIONS

A. THE KHMER ARMED FORCES, NATIVES OF CAMBODTA

Article &

The two parties shall undertake that within thirty days after the
cense-fire order has been proelaimed, the Khmer Resistance Iforces
shall be demobilized on the spot; simultaneously, the troops of the
Royal Khmer Army shall abstain from taking any hostile action
against the Khmer Resistance Forces.

Article 6

The situation of these nationals shall be decided in the light of the
Declaration made by the Delegation of Cambodia at the Geneva Con-
ference, reading as follows:

“The Royal Government of Cambodia,

In the desire to ensure harmony and agreement among the peo-
ples of the Kingdom,

Declares itself resolved to take the necessary measures to inte-
grate all citizens, without discrimination, into the national com-
munity and to guarantee them the enjoyment of the rights and
freedoms for which the Constitution of the Kingdom provides;

Affirms that alt Cambodian citizens may freely partieipate ns
electors or candidates in general elections by secret ballot.”

No reprisals shall be taken against the said nationals or their fam-
ilies, each national being entitled to the enjoyment, without any dis-
crimination as eompared with other nationals, of all constitutional

arantecs concerning the protection of person and property and
emocratic freedoms. o

Applicants therefor may be accepted for service in the Regular
Army or local police formations if they satisfy the conditions required
for current recruitment of the Army and Police Corps.

The same procedurs shall apply to those persons who have returned
to civilian life and who may apply for civilian employment on the
same terms ns other nationals.
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B. BAN ON THE INTRODUCTION OF FRESH TROOPS, MILITARY PERSONNEL,
ARMAMENTS AND MUNITIONS, MILITARY BASES
Article 7
In accordance with the Declaration made by the Delegation of Cam-
bodia at 2400 hours on 20 July 1954 at the Geneva Conference of
Foreign Ministers:

“The Royal Government of Cambodia will not join in any
agreemont with other States, if this agreement carries for Cam-
bodia the obligation to enter into a military alliance not in con-
formity with the principles of the Chnrter of the United Na-
tions, or, as long as its security is not threatened, the obligation to
establish bases on Cambodian territory for the military forces of
foreign powers.

“During the period which will clapse between the date of the
cessation of Lostilities in Viet-Nam and that of the final sottle-
ment. of political problems in this country, the Royal Government
of Cambodia will not solicit foreign aid in war material, personnel
or instructors except for the purpose of the effective defence of
the territory.”

C. CIVILIAN INTUTRNEES AND PRISONFERS OF WAR—BURIAL

Article 8 :

The liberation and repatriation of all civilian internees and prison-
ers of war detained by each of the two parties at the coming into force
of the present Agreement shall be carried out under the following
conditions:

(n)} All prisoners of war and civilinn internees of whatever
nationality, captured since the beginning of hostilities in Cam-
bodia during military operations or in any other circumstances of
war and in any part of the territory of Cambodia shall be Jiber-
ated after the entry into force of the present Armistice ngreement.

(b) The term “civilian internees” is understood to mean all
persons who, having in any way contributed to the political and
armed struggle between the two parties, hnve been arrested for
that reason or kept in detention by either party during the period
of hostilities.

(c) Al foreign prisoners of war captured by either party shall
be surrendered to the appropriate nut]imrities of the other party,
who shall give them all possible agsistance in proceeding to the des-
tination of their choice.

Article 9

After the entry into force of the present Agreement, if the place of
burial is known and the existence of graves has been estnblished, the
Cambodian commander shall, within a specified period, authorize the
exhumation and removal of the bodies of deceased military personnel
of the other party, including the bodies of prisoners of war or per-
sonnel deceased and buried on Cambodian territory.
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The Joint Commission shall fix the procedures by which this task
isl to(;)e carried out and the time limit within which it must be com-
pleted.

Cuarrer IV—JorNT CoMMISSION AND INTERNATIONAL CoMMISSION
ror SupervisioN anp CoNTrROoL 1IN CAMBODIA

Article 10

Responsibility for the execution of the Agreement on the cessation
of hostilities shall rest with the parties.

Article 11

An International Commission shall be responsible for control and
supervision of the application of the provisions of the Agreement on
the cessation of hostilities in Cambodia. It shall be composed of rep-
resentatives of the following States: Canada, India and Poland. ?t
shall be presided over by the representative of India. Its headquar-
ters shall be at Phnom-Penh.

Article 18

The International Commission shall set up fixed and mobile inspec-
tion teams, composed of an equal number of officers appointed by each
of the above-mentioned States.

The fixed teams shall be located at the following points: Phnom-
Penh, Kompong-Cham, Kratié, Svay-Rien%, Kampot. These points
of location may be altered at & later date by ag ent betwean the
Government of Cambodia and the International Commission.

The zones of action of the mobile teams shall be the regions borderin
on the land and sea frontiers of Cambodia. The mobile teams sha.
have tho right to move freely within the limits of their zones of action.
and they shall receive from the local civil and military authorities all
facilities they may require for the fulfillment of their tasks (provision
of personnel, access to documents needed for supervision, summoning
of witnesses needed for enquiries, securf:ﬁ and freedom of movement o
the inspection teams, etc%. They shall have at their disposal such
modern means of transport, observation and communication as they
may require.

: utside the zones of action defined above, the mobile teams may,
with the agreement of the Cambodian command, move about as re-
quired by the tasks assigned to them under the present Agreement.

Article 18
The International Commission shall be responsible for supervising
the execution by the parties of the provisions of the present Agree-
ment. For this purpose it shall fulfill the functions of control, ob-
servation, inspection and investigation connected with the implementa-
tion of the provisions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities,
and shall in particular:
(a) control the withdrawal of foreign forces in accordance
with the provisions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities
and see that frontiers are respected ;
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(b) control the release of prisoners of war, and civilian inter-

nees

(cB supervise, at ports and airfields and along all the frontiers
of Cambodia, the application of the Cambodian declaration con-
cerning the introduction into Cambodia of military personnel and
war materials on grounds of foreign assistance.

Article 1)

A Joint Commission shall be set up to facilitate the implementation
of the clauses relating to the withdrawal of foreign forces.

The Joint Commission may form joint groups the number of which
shall be decided by mutual agreement between the parties.

The Joint Commission shall facilitate the implementation of the
clauses of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities relating to the
simultaneous and general cease-fire in Cambodia for all regular and ir-
regular armed forces of the two parties.

_ It shall assist the parties in the implementation of the said clauses;
it shall ensure liaison between them for the purpose of preparing and
carrying out plans for the implementation o]f) the said cﬂuses; it ghall
endeavor to settle any disputes between the parties arising out of the
implementation of these clauses. The Joint Commission may send
L(;mt oups to follow the forces in their movements; such groups shall
disbanded once the withdrawal plans have been carried out.

Article 15 :
The Joint Commission shall be composed of an equal number of rep-
resentatives of the Commands of the parties concerned.

Article 16

The International Commission shall, through the medium of the in-
spection teams mentioned above and as soon as possible, either on its
own initiative or at the request of the Joint Commission or of one of
the parties, undertake the necessary investigations both documentary
and on the ground.

Article 17

_The inspection teams shall transmit to the International Commis-
sion the results of their supervision, investigations and observations;
furthermore, they shall draw up such s eciafreports as they may con-
sider necessary or as may be requested from them by the Commission.
In the case of a disagreement within the teams, the findings of each
member shall be transmitted to the Commission.

Article 18

If an inspection team is unable to settle an incident or considers that
there is a violation or threat of a serious violation, the International
Commission shall be informed; the Commission shall examine the
reports and findings of the inspection teams and shall inform the
parties of the measures to be taken for the settlement of the incident,
ending of the violation. or removal of the threat of violation.
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Article 19

When the Joint Commission is unable to reach agreement on the
interpretation of a provision or on the appraisal of a fact, the Interna-
tional Commission shall be informed of the disputed question. Its
recommendations shall be gent directly to the parties and shall be noti-
fied to the Joint Commission.

Article 20

The recommendations of the International Comniission shall be
adopted by a majority vote, subject to the provisions of article 21. If
the votes are equally divided, the Chairman’s vote shall be decisive.

The International Commission may make recommendations con-
cerning amendments and additions which should be made to the provi-
sions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Cambodin, in
order to ensure more effective execution of the said Agreement. These
recommendations shall be adopted unanimously.

Article 21

On r}uestions concerning violations, or threats of violations, which
might lead to a resumption of hostilities, and in particular,
{(a) refusal by foreign armed forces o effect {he movements
provided for in the withdrawal plan,
(b) violation or threats of viclation of the country’s integrity
by foreign armed forces, o
the decisions of the International Commission mmust be unanimous.

Article 22

If one of the parties refuses Lo put a recommendation of the Inter-
national Commission into effect, the parties concerned or the Commis-
gion itself shall inform the members of the Geneva Conference,

If the International Commission does not reach unanimity in the
cases provided for in article 21, it shall transmit a majority report and
one or more minority reports to members of the Conference.

Tha International Commission shall inform the members of the
Conference of all cases in which its work is being hindered.

Article 83

The International Commission shall be set up at the time of the
cessation of hostilities in Indo-China in order that it may be able to
perform the tasks prescribed in article 13.

Article 24

The International Commission for Supervision nnd Control in Cam-
bodia shall act in close cooperation with the International Commis-
giong in Viet-Nam and Laos,

The Secretaries-General of those three Commissions shall be respon-
sible for coordinating their work and for relations between them.

Article 256

The International Commission for Supervision and Contrel in Cam-
bodia may, after consultation with the International Commissions in
Viet-Nam and in Laos, and having regard to the developinent of the
situation in Viet-Nam and in Laos, progressively reduce its activities.
Such n decision must be adopted unanimously.
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CuAPTER V—IMPLEMENTATION
Article 26
The Commanders of the forces of the two parties shall ensure that
persons under their respective commands who violate any of the pro-
visions of the present A greement are suitably punished.

Article 27
The present Agreement on the cessation of hostilities shall apply to
all the armed forces of either party.

Article 28

The Commanders of the forces of the two parties shall afford full
protection and all possible assistance and co-operation to the Joint
Commission and to the International Commission and its inspection
tenms in the performance of their functions.

Article 29

The Joint Commission, composed of an equal number of representa-
tives of the Commands of the two parties, shall assist the parties in
the implementation of all the clauses of the Agreement on the cessation
of hostilities, ensure linison between the two parties, draw up plans
for the implementation of the Agreement, and endeavour to settle
any dispute arising out of the impi‘ementation of the said clauses and
plans.

Article 30

The costs involved in the operation of the Joint Commission shall
be shared equally between the two parties.

Article 31

The signatories of the present Agreement on the cessation of hos-
tilities and their successors in their functions shall be responsible for
the observance and enforcement of the terms and provisions thereof.
The Commanders of the forces of the two parties shall, within their
respective commanas, take all steps and make all arrangements neces-
sary to ensure full complinnee with all the provisions of the present
Apgreement. by all personnel under their command.

Article 82

The procedures laid down in the present Agreement shall, when-
ever necessary be examined by the Commands of the two parties and,
if necessary, defined more specifically by the Joint Commission.

Article 33

All the provisions of the present Agreement shall enter into force
at 00 hours (Geneva time) on 23 July 1954.
Dane at Geneva on 20 July 1954.

For the Commnander-in-Chief of For the Commander-in-Chief of
the Units of the Khmer Resist- the Khmer National Armed
ance Forces and for the Com-  Forces
mander-in-Chief of the Viet- (signed) General Nmmex
Nnmese Military Units TiovLoNg

(signed) TaA-Quanc-Buu

Vice-Minister of National Defence
of the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nam
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AGREEMENT ON THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES
IN LAOS, JULY 20, 1954

Cuaprter I—Crase-Fire AND EvacuaTioN oF Foreran Arvep Forces
AND ForeiaN Minitary PenrsoNNEL

[

Article 1

The Commanders of the armed forces of the parties in Laos shall
order and enforce the complete cessation of all hostilities in Laos by all
armed forces under their control, including all units and personnel of
the ground, naval and air forces.

Article 2

In accordance with the principle of a simultaneous cease-fire
throughout Indo-China the cessation of hostilities shall be simultaneous
throughout the territory of Laos in all combat areas and for all forces
of the two parties.

In order to prevent any mistake or misunderstanding and to ensure
that both the cessation of hostilities and the disengagement and move-
ments of the opposing forces are in fact simultaneous.

(a) Taking into account the time effectively required to trans-
mit the-cease-fire order down to the lowest echelons of the com-
batant forces on both sides, the two parties are agreed that the
complete and simnltaneous cease-fire throughout the territory of
Lunos shall become effective at 8 hours (local time) on 6 August
1954. It is agreed that' Pekin meantime shall be taken as local
time. '

(b) The Joint Commission for Laos shall draw up a schedule
for the other operations resulting from the cessation of hostilities.

Note: The cease-fire shall become effective 15 days after the
entry into force of the present Agreement,

Article 8

All operations and movements entailed by the cessation of hostilities
and mgmu%nﬁlmust proceed in a safe and orderly fashion:

(a) Within a number of days to be determined on the spot by
the Joint Commission in Laos each party shall be responsible for
removing and neutralizing mines, booby traps, explosives and any
other dangerous substance placed hy it. In the event of its being
impossible to complete the work of removal and neutralization in
time, the party concerned shall mark the spot by placing visible
signs there.

_ (b) Asregards the security of troops on the move following the

lines of communication in accordance with the schedule previously
drawn up by the Joint Armistice Commission in Laocs, and the
safety of the assembly areas, detailed measures shall be adopted in
each case by the Joint Armistice Commission in Laos. 1}:1 ar-
ticular, while the forces of one party are withdrawing by a line
of communication passing through the territory of the other party
(road or waterways) the forces of the latter party shall provision-
ally withdraw two kilometres on either side of such Tine of com-
munication, but in such a manner as to avoid interfering with the
movement of the civil population,

11C/61, Rev. 1, 20 July 1854, Original : Freoch.
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Article 4
The withdrawals and transfers of military forces, supplies and
equipment shall be effected in accordance with the following prin-
ciples:
P (a) The withdrawals and transfers of the niilitary forces, sup-
plies and equipment of the two parties shall be completed within
a period of 120 days from the day on which the Armistice Agree-
ment enters into force.

The two parties undertake to communicate their transfer plans
to each other, for information, within 25 days of the entry into
force of the present A%reement.

(b} The withdrawals of the Viet-Namese People’s Volunteers
from Laos to Viet-Nam shall be effected by provinces. The posi-
tion of those volunteers who were settled in Lnos before the hostili-
ties shall form the subject of a specinl convention.

{¢) The routes for the withéruwal of the forces of the French
Union and Viet-Namese People’s Volunteers in Laos from Lao-
tian territory shall be fixed on the spot by the Joint Commigsion.

(d) The two parties shall guarantee that the withdrawals and
transfers of all forces will be effected in accordance with the pur-
poses of this Agreement, and that they will not permit any lhns—
tile action or take action of any kind whatever which might
hinder such withdrawals or transfers. The parties shall assist
each other as far as poszible.

() While the withdrawals and transfers of the forces are pro-
ceeding, the two parties shall not permit any destruction or sabo-
tage of any public property or uny uttack on the life or property of
the local civilian population. They shall not permit any inter-
ference with the local eivil administration.

(f) The Joint Commission and the International Commission
shall supervise the implementation of measures to ensure the safety
of the forces during withdrawal and transfer.

{g) The Joint Commission in Laos shall determine the detailed
procedures for the withdrawals and transfers of the forces in ac-
cordance with the above-mentioned principles.

Articles

During the days immediately preceding the cease-fire each party
undertakes not to engage in any large-scale operation between the time
when the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities is signed at Geneva
and the time when the cease-fire comes into effect.

Cuavrrer II—Promumirion oF THE INTRODUCTION oF FrEsH Troops,
Mruitary PERSONNEL, ARMAMENTS AND MUNTTIONS

Article6

With effect from the proclamation of the cease-fire the introduction
into Laos of any reinforcements of troops or military personnel from
outside Laotian territory is prohibited.

Nevertheless, the French High Command may leave a specified num-
ber of French military personnel required for the training of the
Laotian National Army in the territory of Laos; the strength of such
personnel shall not exceed one thousand five hundred (1,500) officers
and non-commissioned officers.

70-882 O - &7 - 6
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Article?

Upon the entry into force of the present Agreement, the establish-
Ent of new military bases is prohibited throughout the territory of
os.

Article 8

The High Command of the French forces shall maintain in the ter-
ritory of Laos the personnel required for the maintenance of two
French military establishments, the first at Seno and the second in
the Mekong valley, either in the province of Vientiane or downstream
from Vientiane.

The effectives maintained in these military establishments shall not
exceed a total of three thousand five hundred (3,500) men.

Article 9

Upon the entry into force of the present Agreement and in accord-
ance with the declaration made at the Geneva Confercnce by the Royal
Government of Laos on 20 July 1054, the introduction into Laos of
armaments, munitions and military equipment of all kinds is pro-
hibited, with the exception of a specified quantity of armaments in
categories specified as necessary for the defence of Laos.

Artiole 10

. The new armaments and military personnel permitted to enter Laos
in accordance with the terms of Article 9 above shall enter Laos at the
following points only: Luang-Prabang, Xieng-Khouang, Vientiane,
Seno, Paksé, Savannalkhet and Tehépone,

CaaPrER TIT—DISENGAGEMENT OF THE FORCRS—ABSEMBLY AREAS—
CONCENTRATION AREAS

Article 11

The disengagement of the armed forces of both sides, including con-
centration of the armed forees, movements to rejoin the provisional
assembly areas allotted to one party and provisional withdrawal move-
ments by the other party, shall be completed within a period not ex-
ceeding fiftcen (15) days after the cease fire.

Article 12

The Joint Commission in Laos shall fix the site and boundaries:
—of the five (5) provisional assembly areas for the reception of
the Vietnamese People’s Volunteer Forces,
—of the five (5) provisional assembly areas for the reception
of the French forces in Laos,
—of the twelve (12) provisional assembly areas, one to each
province, for the reception of the fighting units of “Pathet Lao”.
—The forces of the Laotian National Army shall remain in sity
during the entire duration of the operations of disengagement and
transfer of foreign forees and fighting units of “Pathet Lao”.

Article 18

The foreign Forces shall be transferred outside Laotian territory
as follows:
(1) French Forces: The French forces will be moved out of
Taos by road (along routes laid down by the Joint Commission
in Laos) and also by air and inland waterway;
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(2) Vietnamese People’s Volunteer forces: These forces will
be moved out of Laos by land, along routes and in accordance with
a schedule to be determined by the Joint Commission in Laos in
accordance with principle of simultaneous withdrawal of foreign
forces.
Article 14
Pending a political settlement, the fighting units of “Pathct Lao”,
concentrated in the provisional assembly areas, shall move into the
Provinces of Phongsaly and Sam-Neua, except for any military per-
sonnel who wish to be demobilised where they are. They will be free
to move between these two Provinces in a corridor along the frontier
between Yaos and Viet-Nam bounded on the south by the Line SOP
KIN, NA MI-SOP SANG, MUONG SON,
Concentration shall be completed within one-hundred-and-twenty
(120) days from the date of entry into force of the present Agreement.

Article 15

Each party undertakes to refrain from any reprisals or discrimina-
tion against persons or organizations for their activities during the
Lostilitics mufJ also undertakes to guarantee their democratic freedoms.

CuarTER IV—Prisoners ofF WaRr AND CrviriaNy INTERNEES

Artiole 18

The liberation and repatriation of all prisoners of war and civilian
internees detained by each of the two parties at the coming into force
of the present Agreement shall be carried out under the following
conditions: i

(a) All prisoners of war and civilian internees of Laotian and
other nationalities captured since the beginning of hostilities in
Laos, during military operations or in any other circumnstances of
war and in any part of the territory of Laos, shall be liberated
within a period of thirty (80) days after the date when the cease-
fire comes into effect. i

(b) The term “civilian internees” is understood to mean all
persons who, having in any way contributed to the political and
armed strife between the two parties, have been arrested for that
reason or kept in detention by either party during the period of
hostilities. ) ‘

(¢c) All foreign prisoners of war captured by either party shall
be surrendered to the appropriate authorities of the other party,
who shall give them alF possible assistance in proceeding to the
destination of their choice.

CraPTER V—MISCELLANEOUS
Article 17
The Commanders of the forces of the two parties shall ensure that
persons under their respective commands who violate any of the pro-
visions of the present A greement are suitably punished.

Avrticle 18 .
In cases in which the place of burial is known and the existence
of graves has been established, the Commander of the forces of either
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party shall, within a specified period after the entry into fo
present Agreement, permit the graves service of 1313 otherr;eat?tgﬂtlg
enter that part of Laotian territory under his military control for
the purpose of finding and removing the bodies of deceased military
gffonnel of that party, including the bodies of deceased prisoners of
The Joint Commission shall fix the procedures by which this task i
carried out and the time limits Withllfl which it gmst be compl:g‘;eé?
The Commanders of the forces of each party shall communicate to
the other all information in his possession as to the place of burial
of military personnel of the other party.

Article 19

The present Agreement shall apply to all the armed forces of either
party. The armed forces of each party shall respect the territory
under the military control of the other party, and engage in no hostile
act against the other Farty.

For the purpose of the present article the word “territory” includes
territorial waters and air space.

Article 20

The Commander of the forces of the two parties shall afford full
protection and all possible assistance and co-operation to the Joint
Commission and its joint organs and to the International Commission
and its inspection teams in the performance of the functions and
tasksassigned to them by the present A greement.

Article 21
The costs involved in the operation of the Joint Commission and its

joint groups and of the International Commission and its in ti
teams shaﬁ)be shared equally between the two parties, spection
Article £8

The signatories of the present Agreement and their successors in
their functions shall be responsible for the observance and enforce-
ment of the terms and provisions thereof. The Commanders of the
forces of the two ﬁnrtles shall, within their respective commands, take
all steps and make all arrangements necessary to ensure full com-
pliance with all the provisions of the present eement by all mili-
tary personnel under their command.

Azrticle 28

The procedures laid down in the present Agreement shall, whenever
necessary, be examined by the Commanders of the two parties and, if
necessary, defined more specifically by the Joint Commission.

Cirtavrrer VI—JornT CoMuMIssioN AND INTERNATIONAL CoMMISSION POR
) Sueervision axp Conrrorn 18 Laos
Article 84

Responsibility for the execution of the Agreement on the cessati
of hostilities shall rest with the parties. 8 o

Article 25

An International Commission shall be entrusted with control and
supervision over the application of the provisions of the Agreement on
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the cessation of hostilities in Laos. It shall be composed of representa-
tives of the following States: Canada, India and Poland. It shall be
presided over by the representative of Indin. Its headquarters shall be

at Vientiane.

Article 26

The International Commission shall set up Hxed and mobile inspec-
tion teams, composed of an equal number of oflicers appointed by each
of the above-mentioned States.

The fixed teams shall be located at the following points: Paksé, Seno,
Tehépone, Vientiane, Xieng-Khonang, Phongsaly, Sophao (province
of Samneua). These points of location may, at a later date, be altered
by agreement between the Government of Laos and the International
d:)mmission.

The zones of action of the mobile teams shall be regions bordering
the land frontiers of Laos. Within the limits of their zones of action
{hey shall have the right to move freely and shall receive from the local
civil and military authorities all facililies they may require for the ful-
filment of their tusks (provisions of personnel, access to documents
needed for supervision, summoning of witnesses needed for holding
enquiries, the security and freedom of movement of the inspection
tearus ete. . . .). They shall have at their disposal such modern means
of transport, observation and communication as they may require.

Outside the zones of action defined above, the mobile teams may, with
the agreement of the Command of the party concerned, move about
as required by the tasks assigned to them by the present Agreement.

Article 87
The International Commission shall be responsible for supervising
the execution by the parties of the provisions of the present Agreement.
For this purpose it shall fuliill the functions of control, observation,
inspection and investigation connected with the implementation of the
rovisions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities, and shall
in particular; : )
(a) Control the withdrawal of forei%n forces in accordance
with the provisions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities
and see that frontiers are respected : o
(b) Control the relcase of prisoners of war and civilian inter-
nees:
¢) Supervise, at ports and airfields and along all the frontiers
of Laos, the implementation of the provisions regulating the in-
troduction into Laos of military personnel and war materials;
{(d) Supervise the implementation of the cluuses of the Agree-
ment on the cessation of hostilities relating to rotation of person-
nel and to supplies for French Union security forces maintained

in Laos.

Article 28

A Joint Commission shall be set up to facilitate the implementation
of the clauses relating to the withdrawal of foreign forces.

The Joint Commission shall form joint groups, the number of which
ghall be decided by mutual agreement between the parties.
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The Joint Commission shall facilitate the implementation of the
clauses of the agreement on the cessation of hostilities relating to the
simultaneous and general cease-fire in Laos for all regular and irregular
armed forces of the two parties. )

It shall assist the parties in the implementation of the said clauses;
it shall ensure liaison between them for the ;f)urpose of preparing and
carrying out plans for the implementation of the said clauses; it shall
endeavour to settle any disputes between the parties arising out of
the implementation of these clauses. The joint groups shall follow the
forces in their movements and shall be disbanded once the withdrawal
plans have been carried out.

Article 29

The Joint Commission and the joint groups shall be compesed of an
equal number of representatives of the commands of the parties
concerned.

Artiole 30

The International Commission shall, through the medium of the
inspection teams mentioned above, and as soon as possible, either on its
own initiative, or at the request of the J oint Commission, or of one of
the parties, undertake the necessary investigations both decumentary
and on the ground.

Artiele 31

The inspection teams shall submit to the International Commission
the results of their supervision, investigation and observations; fur-
thermore, they shall draw up such special reports as they may consider
necessary or as may be requested from them by the Commission. In
the case of a disagreement within the teams, the findings of each mem-
ber shall be transmitted to the Conimission.

Article 38

If an inspection team is unable to settle an incident or considers that
there is a viclation or a threat of a serious violation, the International
Commission shall be informed ; the latter shall examine the reports and
findings of the inspection teams and shall inform the parties of the
measures which should be taken for the settlement of the incident,
ending of the viclation or removal of the threat of violation.

Article 33

‘When the Joint Commission is unable to reach an agreement on the
interpretation of a provision or on the appraisal of a fact, the Inter-
national Commission shall be informed of the disputed question. Its
recommendations shall be sent directly to the parties and shall be
notified to the Joint Commission.
Article 34

The recommendations of the International Commission shall be
adopted by majority vote, subject to the provisions contained in arti-
::ile 35. If the votes are equally divided, the chairman’s vote shall be

ecisive.
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The International Commission may make recommendations con-
cerning amendments and additions which should be made to the provi-
sions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Laos, in order
to ensure more effective execution of the said Agreement. ’?hese rec-
ommendations shall be adopted unanimously.

Article 35

On questions concerning violations, or threats of violations, which
might lead to a resumption of hostilities, and in particular,
(n) refusal by foreign armed forces to effect the movements
provided for in the withdrawal plan; .
(b) violation or threat of violation of the country’s integrity
by foreign armed forces,

the decisions of the International Commission must be unanimous.
Artiele 36
If one of the parties refuses to put & recommendation of the Inter-

national Commission into effect, the parties concerned or the Commis-
sion itself shall inform the members of the Geneva Conference.

If the International Commission does not reach unanimity in the
cases provided for in article 85, it shall transmit a majority report
and one or more minority reports to the members of the Conference.

The International Commission shall inform the members of the
Conference of all cases in which its work is being hindered.

Article 37

The International Commission shall be set up at the time of the
cessation of hostilities in Indo-China in order that it may be able to
fulfill the tasks prescribed in article 27.

Article 38

The International Commission for Supervision and Control in Laos
ghall act in close co-operation with the International Commissions in
Viet-Nam and Cambodia.

The Secretaries-General of these three Commissions shall be respon-
sible for co-ordinating their work and for relations between them.

Article 39

The International Commission for Supervision and Control in Laos
mn(.f, after consultation with the International Commissions in Cam-
bodia and Viet-Nam, having regard to the development of the situ-
ation in Cambodia and Viet-Nam, progressively reduce its activities.
Such a decision must be reduced unanimously. These recommenda-
tions shall be adopted unanimously.

Cuarrer VII
Article 40

All the provisions of the present Agreement, save paragraph ( ? of
ﬁ)l;icle 2, shall enter into force at 24 hours (Geneva time) on 22 July
Article }1

Done in Geneva (Switzerland) on 20 July 1954, at 24 hours, in the
French language.
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+ FINAL DECLARATION OF GENEVA CONFERENCE,
JULY 21, 1954 *

Final declaration, dated July 21, 1954, of the Geneva Con
on the problem of restoring peace in Ind(;-Chinn, in which thef?'gertl'g?
sentatives of Ca.mbodla.’, the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam
France, Laos, the People’s Republic of China, the State of Viet-Nam.
theh Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the Unitetd Kingdom, and
the United States of America took part. ’

- Lhe Lonference takes note of the agreements ending hostilitjes i
Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam and orgunizing interna%ional oo:tsrgi
:{ld tthe supervision of the execution of the provisions of these agree-

ents.

. 2. The Conforence expresses satisfaction at the ending of hostiliti

in Cambodia, Laos and Viet-N. am; the Conference ex B;'essas its ct)ll??
viction that the execution of the provisions set out in the present dec-
laration and in the a reements on the cessation of hostilities will permit
Cambodia, Laos an Viet-Nam henceforth to play their part, in full
independence and soversignty, in the peaceful community of nations.

3. The Conference takes note of the declarations made b the Govern-
ments of Cambodia and of Laos of their intention to atf:)pt measures
perrmtt:m% all citizens to take their place in the national communit;
In particular by participating in the next general elections, which n
f)(l):\fgli'm:ﬁy with the ;;?lnstitutinn of cte)n.ch o% these countries, shall take

n the course of the year 1955 ret ballot i iti
of respect for fundamcntaf’freedomé. V¥ ot endin conditions

4. The Conference takes note of the clauses in the agreement on the
cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nam rohibiting the introduction into
Viet-Nam of foreign troops and miFita personnel as well as of all
kinds of arms and munitions. The Conference also takes note of the
declarations made by the Governments of Cambodia and Laos of their
resolution not to request foreign aid, whether in war material. in
Personnel or in instructors except for the purpose of the effective
defence of their territory and, in the case of Laos, to the extent defined
by the agreements on the cessation of hostilities in Laos.

5. The Conferqn‘cg takes note of the clauses in the agreement on the
cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nam to the effect that no military base
under the control of a foreign State may be established in the regroup-
1ng zones of the two parties, the latter having the obligation to see that
the zones allotted to them shall not constitute part of any military
alliance and shall not be utilized for the resumption of hostilities or in
the service of an aggressive policy. The Conference also takes note of
the declarations of the Governments of Cambodia and Laos to the
offect that they will not join in any agreement with other States if
this agreement includes the obligation to participate in a military alli-
ance not in conformity with the principles of the Charter of the United

ations or, in the case of Laos, with the principles of the agreement on

11C/43/Rev. 2, 21 July 1954, Original : French
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the cessation of hostilities in Laos or, so long as their security is not
threatened, the obligation to establish bases on Cambodian or Laotian
territory for the military forces of foreign Powers. :

6. The Conference recognizes that the essential purpose of the agree-
ment relating to Viet-Nam is to settle military questions with a view
to ending hostilities and that the military demarcation line is provi-
sional and should not in any way be interpreted as constituting a politi-
cal or territorial boundary. The Conference expresses its conviction
that the execution of the provisions set out in the present declaration
and in the agreement on the cessation of hostilities creates the necessary
basis for the achievement in the near future of a political settlement
in Viet-Nam.,

7. The Conference declares that, so far as Viet-Nam is concerned,
the settiement of political problems, effected on the basis of respect for
the principles of independence, unity and territorial integrity, shall
permit the Viet-Namese people to enjoy the fundamental freedoms,
guaranteed by democratic institutions established as a result of free
general elections by secret ballot. In order to ensure that sufficient

progress in the restoration of peace has been made, and that all Qhe§
necessary conditions obtain for free expression of the national will,:
general elections shall be held in July 1956, under the supervision of

e L

an international commission composed of representatives of the Mem- .
ber States of the International Supervisory Commission, referred to |

in the agreement on the cessation of hostilities. Consultations will
be held on this subject between the competent representative author-
ities of the two zones from 20 July 1855 onwards.

8. The provisions of the agreements on the cessation of hostilities
intended to ensure the protection of individuals and of property must
be most strictly applied and must, in particular, allow everyons in
Viet-Nam to decide freely in which zone he wishes to live.

9. The competent representative authorities of the Northern and
Southern zones of Viet-Nam, as well as the authorities of Taos and
Cambodia, must not permit any individual or collective reprisals
against J)ersons who have collaborated in any way with one of the
parties during the war, or against members of such persons’ families.

10. The Conference takes note of the declaration of the Government
of the French Republic to the effect that it is ready to withdraw its
troops from the territory of Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam, at the
request of the governments concerned and within periods which shall
be fixed by agreement between the parties except in the cases where,
by agreement between the two parties, a certain number of French
troops shall remain at specified points and for a specified time.

11, The Conference takes note of the declaration of the French
Government to the effect that for the settlement of all the problems
connected with the re-establishment and consolidation of peace in Cam-
bodia, L.aos and Viet-Nam, the French Government will proceed
from the principle of respect for the independence and sovereignty,
unity and territorial integrity of Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam.

12. In their relations with Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam, each
member of the Geneva Conference undertakes to respect the
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sovereignty, the independence, the unity and the territorial integrity
of the above-mentioned states, and to refrain from any interference
in their internal affairs,

13. The members of the Conference agree to consult one another on
any question which may be referred to them by the International Super-
visory Commission in order to study such measures as may prove
necessary to ensure that the agreements on the cessation of hostilities
in Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam are respected,

THE CEASE-FIRE AGREEMENTS IN INDOCHINA:
Statement by the President, July 21, 1954

I am glad, of course, that agreement has been reached at Geneva
to stop the bloodshed in Indochina.

The United States has not been a belligerent in the war. The pri-
mary responsibility for the settlement in Indochina rested with those
nations which participated in the fighting. Our role at Geneva has
been at all times to try to be helpful where desired and to aid France
and Cambodia, Laos, and Viet-Nam to obtain a just and honorable
settlement which will take into account the needs of the interested
people, Accordin%ly, the United States has not itself been party to
or bound by the decisions taken by the Conference, but it is our
hope that it will lead to the establishment of peace consistent with

{ the rights and the needs of the countries concerned. The agreemegt
| contains features which we do not like, but a great deal dependson
] how they work in praectice.

The United States is issuing at Geneva a statement to the effect

* that it is not prepared to join 1n the Conference declaration, but, as
loyal members of the United Nations, we also say that, in compliance
with the obligations and principles contained in article 2 of the United
Nations Charter, the United States will not use force to disturb the
settlement. We also say that any renewal of Communist aggression
would be viewed by us as a matter of grave concern.

As evidence of our resolve to assist Cambodia and Laos to play
their part, in full independence and sovereignty, in the peaceful com-
munity of free nations, we are requesting the agreement of the Gov-
ernments of Cambodia and Laos to our appointment of an Ambassador
or Minister to be resident at their respective capitals (Phnom Penh
and Vientiane). We already have a Chief of Mission at Saigon, the
capital of Viet-Nam, and this Embassy will, of course, be maintained.

"he United States is a,ctive]g pursuing discussions with other free
nations with a view to the rapid organization of a collective defense in
Southeast Asia in order to prevent further direct or indirect Com-
munist aggression in that general area.

! Department of State Bulletin, Aug. 2, 1004, p. 163,
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(T'his umilateral declaration by the United States Government sets
forth its position with regard to the Geneva Accords, which it did
not sign.)

" STATEMENT BY THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE*
AT THE CONCLUDING PLENARY SESSION OF THE
GENEVA CONFERENCE, JULY 21, 1954°

As I stated on July 18, my Government is not pregared to join in a
declaration by the Conference such as is submitted. However, the
United States makes this unilateral declaration of its position in these
matters:

Declaration

The Government of the United States being resolved to devote its
efforts to the strengthening of peace in accordance with the principles
and purposes of the United Nations takes note of the agreements con-
cluded at Geneva on July 20 and 21, 1954 between (a& the Franco-
Laotinn Command and the Command of the Peoples Army of Viet-
Nam; (bl) the Royal Khmer Army Command and the Command of
the Peoples Army of Viet-Nam; (¢) Franco-Vietnamese Command
and the Command of the Peoples Army of Viet-Nam and of para-

raphs 1 to 12 inclusive of the declaration presented to the Geneva

onference on July 21, 1954 declares with regard to the aforesaid
agreements and paragraphs that (i) it will refrain from the threat or
the use of force to disturb them, in accordance with Article 2(4) of the
Charter of the United Nations dealing with the obligation of members
to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of \
force; and (ii) it would view any renewal of the uggression in violation ||
of the aforesaid agreements with grave concern and as
threatening international peace and security.

In eonnection with the statement in the declaration concerning free
elections in Viet-Nam my Government wishes to make clear its posi-
tion which it has expressed in a declaration made in Washington on
June 29, 1954, as follows; ‘

In the case of nations now divided against their will, we shall continue to seek -
to achieve unity through free€lections supervised by the United Nations to insure
that they are conducted fairly.

With respect to the statement made by the representative of the
State of Viet-Nam, the United States reiterates its traditional position
that peoples are entitled to determine their own future and that it
will not join in an arrangement which would hinder this. Nothing
in its declaration just made is intended to or does indicate any de-
parture from this traditional position.

We share the hope that the agreements will permit Cambodisa, Laocs
and Viet-Nam to play their part, in full independence and sovereignty
in the peaceful community of nations, and will enable the peoples of
that area to determine their own future.

seriously
|

1 Walter Bedell Smith,
? Department of State Bulletin, Aug. 2, 1684, pp, 182-1468.
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.. (This treaty was emz’sag_ed by the United States several years before
#48 creation but was especially sought by President Eisenhower and
Secretary of State Dulles after the Geneva Conference. The treaty
entered into force on February 189, 1955.) :

. SOUTHEAST ASIA COLLECTIVE DEFENSE TREATY
AND PROTOCOL THERETO, SEPTEMBER 8,1954:

Text of Treaty

The Partiesto this Treaty, :

Recognizing the sovereign equality of all the Parties,

Rmtemtm% their faith in the purposes and principles set forth in the
Charter of the United Nations and their desire to live in peace with
8ll peoples and all governments,

Reaflirming that, in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations, the, uphofd the princiﬁle of equal rights and self-determina-
tion of peoples, and declaring that they will earnestly strive by every
peacoful means to promote self-government and to secure the inde-
pendence of all countries whose peoples desire it and are able to under-
take its responsibilities,

Desiring to strengthen the fabric of peace and freedom and to up-
hold the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of
law, and to promote the economlc well-being and development of all
peoples in the treaty aren,

Intending to declare publicly and formally their sense of unity, so
that any potential a,ggressor will appreciate that the Parties stand to-
gether in the area, an

Desiring further to coordinate their efforts for collective defense for
the preservation of peace and security,

Therefore agree as follows:

Articie 1

The Parties undertake, as set forth in the Charter of the United
Nations, to settle any international disputes in which they may be
involved by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace
and security and Justice are not endangered, and to refrain jn their
International relations from the threat or use of foree in any manner
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations.

AxrioLe 11

In order more effectively to achieve the objectives of this
the Parties, separately and jointl{ by means o:"f continuous anc;r :e&aéig
tive self-help and mutual aid wi | maintain and develop their indi-
vidual and collective capacity to resist armed attack and to prevent
and counter subversive activities directed from without against their
territorial integrity and political stability,

14 UST 81 ; Treaties and Other International Acts Serles 8170.
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ArtrcLe IT1

The Parties undertake to strengthen their free institutions and to
cooperate with one another in the further development of economic
measures, including technical assistance, designed both to promote
economic progress and social well-being and to further the individual
and collective efforts of governments toward these ends.

Articie IV

1. Each Party recognizes that aggression by means of armed attack
in the troaty area against any of the PartieS of against any State or
territory which the Parties by unanimous agreement may hereafter
designate, would endanger its own peace and safety, and agrees that
it will in that event act to meet the common danger in accordance with
its constitutional processes. Measures taken under this paragraph
:st‘}Tmll be immediately reported to the Security Council of the United

ations.

2. If, in the opinion of any of the Parties, the inviolgbility or.the
integrity of the territory or tie soversignty or political independence
of any Party in the treaty area or of any other State or territory to
which the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article from time to time
a.gply is t}greatened in any way other than by armed attack or is
affected or thresténéd by any fact or situation which might endanger
the peace of the area, the Parties shall consult immediate%y in order to
agree on the measures which should be taken for the common defense.

3. It is understood that no action on the territory of any State
designated by unanimous agreement under ]pa.mgra.ph 1 of this Article
or on any territory so designated shall be taken except. at the invitation
or with the consent of the government concerned.

Artice V

The Partics hereby establish a Council, on which each of them shall
be represented, to consider matters concerning the implementation of
this Trenty. The Council shall provide for consultation with regard
to military and any other planning as the situation obtaining in the
treaty area may from time to time require. The Council shall be
so organized asto be able to meet at any time.

Arricir VI

This Treaty does not affect and shall not be interpreted as affecting
in any way the rights and obligations of any of the Parties under the
Charter of the U&'nited Nations or_the responsibility of the United
Nations for the maintenance of international peace and security.
Each Party declares that none of the international engagements now
in force between it and any other of the Parties or any third party is
in conflict with the provisions of this Treaty, and undertakes not to
enter into any international engagements in conflict with this Treaty.
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Articie VII

Any other State in a position to further the objectives of this Treaty
and to contribute to the security of the area may, by unanimous agree-
ment of the Parties, be invited to accede to this ifreaty. Any State
so invited may become a Party to the Treatﬁ bﬁ depositir;g its instru-
ment of accession with the Government of the Republic of the Philip-

ines, The Government of the Republic of the Ehilippines shall in-
¥0rm each of the Parties of the deposit of each such instrument of

accession.
Arricre VIII

As used in this Treaty, the “treaty area” is the general aren of South-
east Asia, including also the entire territories of the Asian Parties, and
the genernl area of the Southwest Pacific not including the Pacific area

+ north of 21 degrees 80 minutes north latitude. The Parties may, by

unanimous ent, amend this Article to include within the treaty
area the territory of any State accedinghto this Treaty in accordance
with Article VII or otherwise to change the treaty area.

Arricie IX

1. This Treaty shall be deposited in the archives of the Government
of the Republic of the Philippines. Duly certified copies thereof shall
be transmitted by that government to the other signatories.

2. The Treaty shall%:a ratified and its provisions carried out by the
Parties in accordance with their resgzctive constitutional processes,
The instruments of ratification shall be deposited as soon as possible
with the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, which shall
notify all of the other signatories of such deposit.

3. The Treaty shall enter into force between the States which have
ratified it as soon as the instruments of ratification of a majority of
the signatories shall have been deposited, and shall come into effect
with respect to each other State on the date of the deposit of its instru-
ment of ratification.

Articre X

This Treaty shall remain in force indefinitely, but any Party may
cease to be a {’arty one year after its notice of denunciation has heen

iven to the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, which
519.]1 inform the Governments of the other Parties of the deposit of
each notice of denunciation.

Articre X1

The English text of this Treaty is binding on the Parties, but when
the Parties have agreed to the French text thereof and have so notified
the Government o%rgﬁe Republic of the Philippines, the French text
shall be equally authentic and binding on the Parties.
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Understanding of the United States of America

The United States of America in executing the present Treaty does
so with the understanding that its recognition of the effect of aggres-
sion and armed attack and its agreement with reference thereto in
Article IV, paragraph 1, apply only to communist aggression but
affirms that in the event of other aggression or armed attack it will
consult under the provisions of Article IV, paragraph 2.

In witness whereof, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed
this Treaty.

Done at Manila, this eighth day of September, 1954.

For Australia:
R. G. Casey

For France;
G. La CaaMpre

For New Zealand :
Crirron Weps

For Pakistan:
Signed for transmission to my Government for its consideration
and action in accordance with the Constitution of Pakistan.
Zarrorra Knax

For the Republic of the Philippines :
Carros P. Garora
Fraxcisco A. DeLcabo
Tomas L. Capix
Lorenzo M, Tafapa
Corngerio T. VILLAREAL

For the Kingdom of Thailand :
Wan Warrnayagon KroMMuN NARaDHIP BoNGSFPRABANDH

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Treland:
Reaping

For the United States of America :
JoHN Foster DuLiLEs
H. Avexanper SMrTH
Mrcasrn J, MaNsriELD

I cERTIFY THAT the foregoing is a true copy of the Southeast Asia
Collective Defense Treaty concluded and signed in the English lan-
guage at Manila, on September 8, 1954, the signed original of which
15 deposited in the archives of the Government of the Republic of the
Philippines.

In TesriMoNy wHEREOF, I, Ravr S. Manararus, Undersecretary
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines, have hereunto
set my hand and caused the seal of the Department ogsi?oreign Affairs
to be affixed at the City of Manila, this 14th day of October, 1954.

[8EAL] Raul S. Manglapus
RauL S. MaNgLaPUS
Underseoretary of Foreign Affairs
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Protocol to the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty

DESIGNATION OF STATES AND TERRITORY A8 TO WHICH PROVISIONS OF
ArticLe IV anD Articre IT1 Are To Bn ApPPLICABLE

The Parties to the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty
unanimously designate for the purposes of Article IV of the Treaty
the States of Cambodia and Laos and the free territory under the
jurisdiction of the State of Vietnam,

The Parties further agree that the above mentioned states and terri-
tory shall be eligible in respect of the economic measures contemplated
by Article ITI.

This Protocol shall enter into force simultaneously with the coming
into force of the Treaty.

In wrrNEss wHEREOF, the undersigned Plenipotantiaries have
signed this Protocol to the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty.

Done at Manila, this eighth day of September, 1954.

&Wz'th the Geneva accords, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia became

Jully independent states. Accordingly this communigué announced

agreement by France and United Stales to channel .S, assistance
irectly lo these counlries.)

"DIRECT AID TO THE ASSOCIATED STATES: Commu-
‘niqué Regarding Francco-American Conversations, September
29, 1954

Representatives of the two Governments have had very frank and
useful talks which have shown the community of their views, and are
in full agreement on the objectives to be attained,

The conclusion of the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty in
Manila on September 8, 1954, has provided a firmer basis than hereto-
fore to assist the free nations of Asia in developing and maintainin
their independence and security. The representatives of France an
the United States wish to reaflirm the support of their Governments
for the principles of self-government, independence, justice and liberty
proclaimed by the Pacific Charter in Manila on September 8, 1954.

The representatives of France and the United States reaffirm the
intention of their governments to support the complete independence
of Cambodia, Laos, and Viet-Nam. Both France and the United
States will continue to assist Cambodia, Laos, and Viet-Nam in their
efforts to safeguard their freedom and independence and to advance
the welfare of their peoples. In this spirit France and the United
States are assisting the (Rovernment of Viet-Nam in the resettlement
of the Vietnamese who have of their own free will moved to free
Viet-Nam and who already number some 300,000.

In order to contribute to the security of the area pending the further
development of national forces for this purpose, the representatives

1Issued at Washington; Department of Etate Bulletin, Oct. 11, 1904, p. 634. The
United Btatea was represented by Acting Seeretary Smith and France by Guy LaChambre,
ilﬂn:n::r of State for Relations with theql'hree Apsociated States, and Edgar Faore, Finance
nister,
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of France indicated that France is prepared to retain forces of its
Expeditionary Corps, in agreement with the government concerned,
w1t£in the limits permitted under the (Geneva agreements and to
an extent to be determined. The United States will consider the ques-
tion of financial assistance for the Expeditionary Corps in these
circumstances in addition to support for the forces of each of the three
Associated States. These questions vitally affect each of the three
Associated States and are being fully discussed with them.

The channel for French and United States economic aid, budgetary
support, and other assistance to each of the Associated States will be
direct to that state, The United States representatives will begin
discussions soon with the respective governments of the Associated
States regarding direct aid. The methods for efficient coordination
of French and United States aid programs to each of the three Asso-
ciated States are under consideration and will be developed in
discussions with each of these states.

After the bilateral talks, the chiefs of diplomatic missions in Wash-
ington of Cambodia, Laos and Viet Nam were invited to a final
meeting to have an exchange of views and information on these mat-
ters. The representatives of all five countries are in complete agree-
ment on the objectives of peace and freedom to be achieved in
Indochina.

. AID TO THE STATE OF VIET-NAM: Message From the
President of the United States to the President of the Council
of Ministers of Viet-Nam, October 23, 1954*

Drar Mr. PresmeENT: I have been following with great interest the
course of developments in Viet-Nam, particularly since the conclusion
of the conference at Geneva. The implications of the agreement con-
cerning Viet-Nam have caused grave concern regarding the future of
8 country temporarily divided by an artiﬁciaﬁumilitary grouping,
weakened by a long and exhausting war and faced with enemies with-
out and by t{leir subversive collaborators within,

Your recent requests for aid to assist in the formidable project of
the movement of several hundred thousand loyal Vietnamese citizens
away from areas which are passing under a de facto rule and political
ideology which they abhor, are being fulfilled. I am glad that the
United States isable to assist in this humanitarian effort.

We have been exploring ways and means to permit our aid to Viet-
Nam to be more effective and to make a ter contribution to the
welfare and stability of the Government of Viet-Nam. I am, accord-
ingly, instructing the American Ambassador to Viet-Nam to examine
with you in your capacity as Chief of Government, how an intelligent
program of American aid given directly to your Government can serve
to assist Viet-Nam in its present hour of trial, provided that your Gov-
ernment is prepared to give assurances as to the standards of perform-
ance it would be able to maintain in the event such aid were supplied.

The purpose of this offer is to assist the Government of Viet-Nam
in deve oplzgland maintaining a strong, viable state, capable of resist-
ing attempted subversion or aggression through military means. The

1 Department of State Bullsfin, Nov, 18, 1054, pp. T35-780.
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Government of the United States expects that this aid will be met by
performance on the part of the Government of Viet-Nam in under-
taking needed reforms. It hopes that such aid, combined with your
own continuing efforts, will contribute effectively toward an independ-
ent Viet-Nam endowed with a strong government. Such a govern-
ment would, I hope, be so responsive to the nationalist aspirations of
its people, so enlightened in purpose and effective in performance, that
it will be respected both at home and abroad and discourage any who
might wish to impose a foreign ideology on your free people.

MISSION OF THE SPECIAL UNITED STATES REPRE-

SENTATIVE IN VIET-NAM: * Statement Issued by the White

House, November 3, 1954 *

The President on November 3 designated Gen. J. Lawton Collins
as Special United States Representative in Viet-Nam with the per-
sonaf) rank of Ambassador, to undertake a diplomatic mission of
limited duration. He will coordinate the operations of all 17.5.
agencies in that country. .

General Collins will proceed immediately to Saigon, where he will
confer with Ambassador Donald R. Heath prior to the latter’s already
scheduled return to the United States for reassignment following 414
years of distinguished service in Indochina. For the duration of this
assignment General Collins will relinquish his other duties, 1ncludm%l
that of U.S. representative on the Military Committee of the Nort
Atlantic Treaty Organization.

Since the conclusion of hostilities in Indochina, the U.S. Govern-
ment has been particularly concerned over developments in Viet-Nam,
a country ravaged by 8 years of war, artificially divided into armistice
zones, and confronted by dangerous forces threatening its independ-
ence and security.

" The U.S. Government is fully aware of the immense tasks facin
the Government of Viet-Nam in 1ts effort to achieve solidarity, interna
security, and economic rehabilitation. The United States has already
played an.important role in the evacuation of hundreds of thousands
of refugees from Communist rule in North Viet-Nam.

Moreover, as the President told Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem
in his letter of October 23d, U.S. representatives in Viet-Nam have
been instructed to consider with the Vietnamese authorities how a
program of American aid given directly to Viet-Nam can hest assist
that country. General Collins will explore this matter with Prime
Minister Ngo Dinh Diem and his Government in order to help them
resolve their present critical problems and to supplement measures
adopted by the Vietnamese themselves.

In executing his temporary mission, General Colling will maintain
close liaison with the French Commissioner General, Gen. Paul Kly,
for the purpose of exchanging views on how best, under existing cir-
cumstances, the freedom and welfare of Viet-Nam can be safeguarded.

1 Gen. J. Lawton Collins.
* Depnrtment of State Bulletin, Nov. 22, 1854, pp. 777-T78;

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM 01

(A national referendum on October 23, 1955 deposed Bao Dai, for-
mer Emperor and since March 7, 19}9, head of state of Vietnam, who
had lived mostly abroad. On October 26, Diem became first Presi-
dent of South Vietnam and proclaimed a Republic.)

RECOGNITION OF THE NEW CHIEF OF STATE OF

VIET-NAM: Statement by the Department of State, October 26,
1955 2

On October 26, the Government of Viet-Nam sent the following
communication to the American Embassy at Saigon: -

“The Ministry of Foreign A ffairs has the honor to inform the United
States Embassy that by referendum October 23 the Vietnamese
Beqple ‘have pronounced themselves in favor of the deposition of Bao

ai and have recognized President Diem as Chief of State. It is
hoped that the Government of the United States will continue as in
the past to entertain diplomatic relations with the new Government
of the State of Viet-Nam.” ,

U.S. Ambassador G. Frederick Reinhardt, under instructions, has
rePhed ag follows:

“The Government of the United States looks forward to main-
taining with the new Government of Viet-Nam the same cordial and
friendly relations which have in the past so happily existed between
the two governments.” :

The United States affirms its intention to maintain friendly rela-
tions with the Government of Viet-Nam. We are glad to see the
evolution of orderly and effective democratic processes in an area of
Southeast Asin which has been and continues to be threatened by
Communist efforts to impose totalitarian control.

1 Department of Biate Bulletin, Jan, 10, 1936, pp. 51-32.
1 Department of Btate Bullelin, Nov, 7, 19065, p. 760.





