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PREFACE 

This compilation was first published by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations on January 14, 1965, updated on June 16, 1965, and isslled 
as a revised edition. The second revised edition was published in 
March 1966. This third revised edition includes documents through 
June 1967. 

It contains material deemed IIseful in discussion of the situation in 
southeast Asia. The material has been assembled by the staff of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations with the assistance of the Legislative 
Reference Service of the Library of Congress, and the Department 
of State. 

It should be noted that this compilation is limited to statements 
by officials of the executive branch and pertinent official documents, 
with the exception of the material on the positions of South Vietnam, 
North Vietnam, the National Liberation Front, and Secretary Gen­
eral U Thant (which in most instances were obtained through the 
Department of State). The volume would, of course, be more useful 
if it also contained materials from sources outside the Government, 
such as articles by experts on southeast Asia. However the selection 
of nonofficial items for inclusion would have placed the committee in 
a most difficult position. Rather than run the risk of subjecting the 
committee and Its staff to attack for showing bias in one way or 
another on the most controversial foreign policy issue to arise in 
many years, it was decided to limit the contents to the scope indi­
cated above. Therefore, this volume does not pretend to be a we\!­
rounded treatment of the subject. 

J. W. FULBRIGHT. 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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A. SUMMARY OF EVENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, 
1948-1967 

/Prepared by the Legislative Reference Service, Library ot Congress, and the statr 
ot the Committee on ForelgD Relations 1 

1948 

.June 5.-Bao Dai, French High Commissioner Emile Bollert, and 
Gen. Nguyen Van Xuan sign the Baie d'Along Agreement to estab­
lish StaUl of Vietnam with Bao Dai as chief of staUl within the 
French Union. 

1949 

.Maroh B.-The Elysee Ajll"eement, in the form of an exchange of 
letters between Bao Dal and President Auriol of France, outlines 
the general principles affecting French-Vietnam relations . 

.June 14.-An exchange of letters between Bao Dai and French 
High Commissioner Leon Pignon puts into effect the Elysee Agree­
ment. United StaUls sends message of welcome to Bao Dai . 

. July 1.-Bao Dai decrees formally establishes State of Vietnam and 
provide a basis for its organization on a constitutional framework. 

1960 

F ebr-uary 7.-Great Britain and the United States eXUlnd -de jure 
welcomes to Vietnam. 

February 19.-U.S. consulaUlgeneral in Saigon is raised to Legation 
and Minister accredited to Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos . 

.December 1l3.-United States signs Mutual Defense Assistance Agree­
ment with France, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos for indirect U.S. 
military aid to Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. 

1961 

• -September 7.-United States sigus agreement with Vietnam for direct 
economic lU3Sistance. 

• 

-September B.-Delegates from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos partid­
paUl in the signing of the Japanese Peace Treaty at San Francisco. 

1951l 

July.-U.S. Legation in Saigon is raised to Embassy status. U.S. 
Ambassador presents credentials to Bao Dai. Vietnamese Embassy 
is established in Washington, D.C. 

October 11l.-The 200th U.S. ship carrying military aid arrives in 
Saigon. 

I This chronology has been compiled primarily on the basis ot "Deadline Datu 011 Work 
AtralrM," Headline Data, Inc., New York, and Memorandum RFE-14, Department ot Stutf' 
Bureau ot IntellIgencf> and Research, Jan. 10, 1962, and the current press. 

1 



2 SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VmTNAM 

1964 

May8-Jul1l fl.-Geneva Conference on Indochina. The delegates are 
from Great Britain and the U.S.S.R. (joint chairmen), France, 
the United States, Communist China, Cambodia, Laos, and Viet­
nam, and the Vietminh regime. Agreements are signed on .J uly 
20 and 21 and the main provisions concerning Vietnam are that 
(1) Vietnam is to be partitioned along the 17th parallel into North 
and South Vietnam, (2) regulations are imposed on foreign mili­
tary bases and personnel and on increased armaments, (3) coun­
trywide elections, leading to the reunification of NOlth and South 
VIetnam, are to be held by July 20, 1056, and (4) an International 
Control Commission (ICC) is to be established to supervise the 
implementation of the agreements. The United States and Viet­
nam are not signatories to the agreements. The United States 
issues a unilateral declaration stating that it (1) "will refrain 
from the threat or the use of force to disturb" the Geneva agree­
ments, (2) "would view any renewal of the aggression in violation 
of theaforesai<J. agreements with grave concern and as seriously 
threatening international peace and security," and (3) "shall con­
tinue to seek to achieve unity through free elections, supervised 
by the U.N. to insure that they are conducted fairly." 

July 7.-Head of State and former Emperor Bao Dai appoints Ngo 
Dinh Diem Premier of Vietnam. 

Au.qust.-Flow of almost 1 million refugees from North to South 
Vietnam begins. 

October ll.-The Communist Vietminh regime formally takes over 
control of Hanoi and North Vietnam. 

October f4.-President Eisenhower sends a letter to Premier Diem of 
South Vietnam stating that American assistance will be given 
hereafter not through the French authorities, but directly to the 
Government of South Vietnam.. The letter also states that the 
U.S. Government "expects this aid will be met by • • • under­
taking needed reforms." 

December fO.-Conference of France and the Associated States (Cam­
bodia, etc.) terminates the economic and customs union between 
the Associated States. 

1966 

January I.-United States promises to render direct assistance to Viet­
nam, on the basis of the existinl!" pentalateral agreement of Decem­
ber 1950, for support of the Vietnamese Armed Forces. 

Februa1"!l6.-Premier Diem decrees the first of a series of laws initiat­
ing Important and extensive land reform program. 

February If.-The U.S. Military Assistance Advisory Group (MA­
AG) takes over the training of the South Vietnamese Army, fol­
lowmg the relinquishing of command aut hority by the French. 

February 19.-Southeast ASIa Collective Defense Treaty (SEATO)­
with its protocol covering Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos-comes 
into force. 

, 

• 
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March f.-Cambodia's King Sihanouk abdicates in favor of his father 
Prince N orodom Suramarit after criticism by the International 
Supervisory Commission of his proposed electoral reforms. 

Marah 7.-United States and South Vietnam sign agreement which 
supplements existing economic cooperation agreement of Septem­
ber1951. 

March f9.-Armed revolt is precipitated in Saigon by the Binh Xuyen 
political-bandit group, spreading ultimately into large-scale dis­
sidence in the southern provinces with the participation of ele­
ments of the Cao Dai and Hoa Hao religious sects. 

April 17.-South Vietnamese Government appeals to the U.N. against 
the North Vietnamese Communists, who, in violation of the Gen­
ev.a agreements, prevent northerners from migrating to South 
VIetnam. 

April fS.-Chou En-Iai and the North Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
gives as~urances of "noninterference" to ex-King Sihanouk of 
Cambodia. 

May IO.-Premier Diem forms a new Cabinet composed largely of his 
own followers. 

MayI6.-United States signs agreement with Cambodia for direct 
military aid to replace the aid formerly given through the French 
Government. 

July.-Communists initiate first overt propaganda move in South 
Vietnam bJ' distributin?, literature signed by North Vietnam's 
"National United Front. ' 

July I.-France formally relinquishes command authority over the 
Vietnamese Navy. 

July 7.-French formally transfer Nha Prang Airbase to Vietnamese 
control. 

July fO.-Talks were scheduled to begin (according to Geneva agree­
m.ent) for the preparation of all-Vietnam elections to be held on 
.Tuly 20,1956, to reunite the country. The Government of South 
Vietnam rejects the North Vietnamese Government's invitation to 
discuss the elections, on the grounds that in North Vietnam the 
peo!?le would not be able to express their will freely and that 
falSified votes in North Vietnam could overrule the votes in South 
Vietnam. 

Augu8t 16.-Last French High Commissioner in Vietnam departs. 
September U.-Cambodia leaves the French Union. Cambodia de­

clared an "independent and sovereign state" by the Cambodian 
National Assembly. 

October.-Binh Xuyen is defeated as an organized armed insurgent 
force. 

Ootooer fS.-A national referendum deposes Bao D".i, former Em­
p.eror and since March 7, 1949, head of State of Vietnam. Ninety­
eight percent of the votes express preference for Premier Diem. 

October f6.-A Republic is proclaimed by Ngo Dinh Diem who be­
comes the first President of South Vietnam. 

October Sl.-President Diem issues his first order to the Vietnamese 
Armed Forces as their supreme commander. 

December 1f.- -U.S. consulate in Hanoi is closed. 
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1958 

January.-South Vietnamese Army units occupy Tay Nioh, prin­
cipal Cao Dai political center, leadiog to breakup of the organized 
Cao Dai armed iosurgency. Agreement with Cao Dai lea<lers on 
February 28 leg-alizes Cao Dai religious practices and forbids its 
political activitIes as a religious sect. 

February le.-Tran Van Soai, leader of an important Hoa Hao fac­
tion, surrenders. Ba Cutl another principal Hoa Hao leader, is 
captured on April 13, leading to breakup of organized Hoa Hao 
armed insurgency. 

February 18.-Sihanouk on a visit to Peiping declares that Cambodia 
renounces SEATO protection. 

March ,f.-General elections for South Vietnam's first National. Con­
stituent Assembly, which is to have 123 members, results m the 
victory of the National Revolutionary Movement and other polit­
ical parties supporting President Diem. 

March .I'l.-Souvanna Phouma becomes Prime Minister of Laos. 
April 6.-Vietnam Government announces it will continue to cooperate 

with the ICC and reiterates its position of supporting Vietnam­
wide elections at such time as conditions in Communist North 
Vietnam permit genuinely free voting. 

May 9.-Communist China SIgnS a 2-year economic and technical aid 
agreement with Cambodia. 

May 17.-Soviet Union announces the establishment of diplomatic 
relations with Cambodia. 

July ,f.-Constituent Assembly in Vietnam approves unanimously a 
draft constitution providmg for a strong executive with aafe­
guards for individual citizens. The President, ~hos~ term of 
office is to be 5 years, has veto power over all legISlatIon o! the 
unicameruI parliament and may rule by decree when the NatIOnal 
Assembly (elected for 4 years) is not in session. 

July 6.-U.S. Vice President Richard Nixon visits Vietnam, ha.nds to 
President Diem of South Vietnam a letter in which President 
Eisenhower declares he is looking forward to many years of 
partnership between the two countries. As guest sp'eaker before 
the ConstItuent Assembly, Nixon declares that 'the militant 
march of communism has been halted." 

July .1'0.-Vietnamese liaison mission to the ICC is established pre­
paratory to the transfer of functions from the French liaIson 
mission. 

August 5.-Accord reached between Premier Prince Souvanna 
Phouma and Pat.het Lao leader Prince Souphanouvong for estab­
lishment of a coalition government. 

September 19.-French All' Force officially transfers the Touraine 
Airbase to Vietnamese control. 

October 1i6.-South Vietnam's first constitution is promulgated and 
the National Constitutent Assembly is officially transferred ioto a 
National Assembly. 

'. 
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1957 

January 3.-International Control -Commission reports that between 
December 1955 and August 1956 neither North Vietnam nor South 
Vietnam have been fulfilling their obligations under the 19M 
armistice agreement. 

May 5-19.-President Diem visits the United Stat.es. He addresses 
on May 9 a joint session of Congress. In a joint communique 
(issued May 11), President Eisenhower and President Diem de­
clare that both countries will work toward a "I,'"aceful unification" 
of Vietnam. The United States will contInue helping South 
Vietnam to stand firm against .communism. 

June.-French naval and air force training mission withdrawn. 
July 1i9.-United States establishes consulate in Hue. 
Ootobe1' I!I!.-Bombing of U.S. MAAG and USIS installations in Sai­

gon; U.S. personnel injured. 
NfYI)emb61' 19.-Two Pathet Lao leaders receive Cabinet portfolios to 

form government of national union. 

1958 

January ,f.-Large Communist guerrilla band attacks plantation north 
of Saigon, reflecting steady mcrease in Communist armed activity 
in South Vietnam smce mld-195'7. 

May lr.-North Vietnamese liaison mission to the ICC withdrawn 
from Saigon. 

June 1i5.-Cambodian r0r.al proclamation, alleging that South Viet­
namese troops have 'invaded" and occupied several Cambodian 
border villages; accuses South Vietnam of 10 cases of violation 
of Cambodian territory since January 195'7. Allegation is re­
pudiat.ed by the Foreign Minister of South Vietnam. 

July 18.-Cambodia recognizes Communist China. 
September 10.-France and South Vietnam sign agreement under 

which France provides aid for the Vietnam Government's 
agrarian reform program-1,490 million francs. 

November 19.-Cambodia signs trade and payments agreement with 
Nort.h Vietnam. 

1959 

May lS.-Japan signs a World War II reparations and loan agree­
ment with South Vietnam. 

June.-Pathet Lao resnmes attack in northern provinces of Laos. 
July 8.-Communist guerrillas attack Vietnamese milit.ary base at 

Bien Hoa, killing and wounding several U.S. MAAG personnel. 
July 10.-In Belgian Communist publication Red Flag, Ho Chi Minh, 

head of the North Viet.namese Communist regime, states "we are 
building socialism in Vietnam: but we are building it in only 
one part of the country, while m the other part we stilI have to 
direct and bring to a close the middle-class democratic and anti­
imperialist revolution." 

July 31.-Lao Government announces renewed Pathet-Lao attacks 
on Government forces. 
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1959-Continued 

AugU8t 30.-Second national elections give the Nati~n.al Revo~u­
tionary Movement and other pro-Government polItIc,!1 parties 
overwhelming majority in the National Assembly m South 

. Vietnam. 
October 30.-Spokesman of the Vietnamese Army discloses that a 

campaign against Communist guerrillas in the ~ountry's southe,rn­
most region, the Camau PenInsula, resulted m heavy guerrilla 
losses. 

November l4.-French Minister of Finance and Vietnamese Vice 
President initial (in Saigon) agreements for the settlement of 
financial claims between the two countries and for a French loan 
of 7 billion (old) francs (about $14 million) and a credit of 11 
billion (old) francs (about $22 million) for the purchase by South 
Vietnam of c"pital equipment. 

December 3i.-General Nosavan takes over control of Lao Govern­
ment. 

1960 

April17.-North Vietnam protests to the chairmen of the 1954 Geneva 
Conference (Britain. and the U :S.S.R.) . against !t "formidable" 
increase of personnelm the American MIlitary ASSistance and Ad­
visory Group in South Vietnam; and accuses the United States of 
turning South Vietnam into "a U.S. military base for the prepara­
tion of a new war." 

April30.-An opposition group of 18, calling themselves the Commit­
tee for Progress and Liberty send letter to President Diem de­
manding drastic economic, ad,;;inistrative, and military reforms. 

May S.-Cambodian .armed force~ repulsed South Vietnamese troops 
who had crossed mto Cambodra. . 

May 5.--United States alllounces that at the request of the Govern­
ment of South Vietnam, the U.S. Milit.ary Assistance and Ad­
visory Group will be increased by the end of the year from 327 to 
685 members. 

June-October.-Communist guerrilla activities in South Vietnam 
increase. 

June [-2.-US. top-level policy conference on southeast Asia (in 
Hawaii). 

June n.-Prince Sihanouk becomes Chief of State of Cambodia. 
July :2.--Pl'ince Sihunouk declares that if the Ullited States does not 

"radically revise" its military aid policy, he wiII ask the Soviet 
bloc for aircraft and arms. 

JUly 20.-Vietnamese National As.~embly delegation leaves Saigon for 
6-week visit to the United States. 

Au!!ust 9.-Kong I.e takes over Vientiane in coup. 
AU!!U8t l5.-Prince Sou vanna Phouma becomes Premier of Laos again. 
September :29.-Sihullouk urges the East and ''Vest power blocs to turn 

Cambodia and Laos into a guaranteed neutrahzed buffer zone as 
means of brin~ing peace to southeast Asia. 

October 26.-Presldent Eisenhower assures President N go Dinh Diem, 
in a letter of good wishes on South Vietnam's fifth anniversary, 
that "for so long as our strength can be useful, the United States 
will continue to assist Vietnam in the difficult yet hopeful struggle 
ahead." 
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Novem1>er 10-South Vietnam Government sends letter to the ICC 
charging that Communist attacks in the Kontum-Pleiku area in 
October (1) involved regular army forces from Communist North 
Vietnam through Laos, (2) constituted open aggression which was 
well prepared, commanded by high-rankin~ officers, and con­
ducted by regular forces trained in North Vietnam, and (3) em­
ployed weapons made in North Vietnam and other Communist 
countries. 

November ll.-Military coup attempt against President Diem's regime. 
Paratroop battalions led by Col. N guyen Van Thi and Lt. Col. 
Vuong Van Dong beseige the presidential palace. An order of 
the day issued by Colonel Thi declares that struggle against the 
Communists will be intensified, that President Diem is guilty of 
autocratic rule and nepotiem and has "shown himself incapable of 
savinlj the country from communism and protecting national 
unity.' . 

November U.-Loyalist troops enter the capital and subdue the rebels. 
According to press reports from Saigon, an estimated 200 sol­
diers and civilIans were killed during the fightin/l" 

November lS.-U.S. State Department expresses satisfaction at the 
failure of the coup against President Diem and also hopes that 
"his powers will be established on a wider basis with rapid imple­
mentation of radical reforms and energetic action against corrup­
tion-suspected elements." 

November l6.-Ngo Dinh Nhu, President Diem's brother and political 
adviser, announces that President Diem plans to appoint a new 
Government and introduce a far-reaching reform program based 
on reports of the Ford Foundation and of a French study group. 

December l6.-Phoumi Nosavan retakes Vientiane. 

1961 

January; 4.-Prince Boun Oum installed as Premier of Laos. 
Jarvuary 29.-Radio Hanoi praises establishment of the "National 

Front for Liberation of South Vietnam (NFLSV) ," allegedly 
founded in December 1960. On January 30, Radio Hanoi, quot­
ing the press organ of the Lao DonI? Party in North Vietnam, 
states that the "sacred historical task' of the NFI.SV is "to over­
throw the U.S.-Diem clique" and "to liberate the south." 

February 6.-President Diem announces (at the first press conference 
held by him in 5 years) his administrative reform program. 

February 7.-President Diem announces he will be a candidate for re­
election in the presidential elections to be held on April 9. 

March 6.-Pathet-Lao forces begin advance toward Luang Prabang 
and Vientiane. 

MarchlO.-The Communist-led newly formed National Front for the 
Liberation of South Vietnam announces that a guerrilla offensive 
against the Government will be started to prevent the holding of 
the April 9 elections. The "National Front" also declares that it 
will fi,/(ht with every means the "dictatorial regime set up by the 
AmerIcans," that it stands for the "peaceful reunification of the 
country." 



8 SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM 

IB61-Continued 

]J{ arch 97.-Cambodian and South Vietnamese representatives reach 
agreement in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, on settling the Cambodian 
refugee problem which has recently strained relations between 
the two countries. Large numbers of Cambodians settled in Viet­
nam crossed into Cambodia during the past weeks complaining 
that both Communist guerrillas and Government forces have com­
mitted atrocities against them. 

April S.-United States-Vietnamese Treaty of Amity and Economic 
Relations signed in Saigon. National Assembly ratifies treaty on 
.Tune 14. 

April4.-President Diem appeals to the ICC to make an "immediate 
and energetic investigatIOn" of !l'rowin?, Communist terrorism and 
subversion throughout South VIetnam. ' 

April B.-President Diem and Vice President Tho are elected by an 
overwhelming majority in Vietnam's presidential electionR. 

April ~~.-Prince Souvanna Phoumal in Moscow, signs joint com­
munique calling for neutralizing of Laos. 

May ~.-N orth Vietnam calls for a cease-fire in Laos. 
May D.-President Kennedy declares at a press conference that consid­

eration is bein~ given to.the use of U.S. forces, if necessary, to· 
help South VIetnam resist Communist pressures. He declares 
that this will be one of the subjects discussed during the forthcom­
ing visit of Vice President Johnson in South Vietnam. 

May ll-IS.-U.S. Vice President Johnson i,! ~outh Vietn~~. Joint 
communique on May 13 declares that addItIOnal U.S. mlhtary and: 
economic aid will be given to help South Vietnam in its fight 
against Communist guerrilla forces. 

M ay I~.-International Control Commission reports a de facto cease­
fire has been brought about in Laos. 

May 16.-Fourteen-nation conference on Laos convened in Geneva. 
JllIne 4.-,---President Kennedy and Premier Khrushchev, in Vi.enn~ re­

affirm their support of a neutral and independent Laotian uov­
ernment and of mternational agreements to assure Lao neutrality. 

June I~.-Communist Chinese Premier Chou En-Iai and North Viet­
namese Premier Phan Van-dong (in Peipingon a visit) accuse the 
United States of ag!l'ression and intervention in South Vietnam. 

June ~I.-Three Lao pnnces meet at Zurich and agree to fol'lll coali­
tion government. 

Auqu .• t Ii.-President Kennedy declares that the United States will do· 
all it can to save South Vietnam from communism. 

September 1-4.-Series of attacks by 1,000 Communist guerrillas in. 
Kontum Province. Army Command communique states that dur­
ing the month of AuguRt there were 41 engagements between. 
Government forces and Communist rebels in South Vietnam. 

Septpm.hpr 17.-British advisory mission on administrative and policy 
matt.ers, headed by R. G. K. Thompson (former Permanent De· 
fense Secretary in Malaya), leaves for South Vietnam. 

September 18.-Communist forces estimated at 1,1100 men aUack and: 
seize the capital of PhuQC Thanh Province, only 60 miles from 
Saigon. 

September IiD.-President Kennedy) addressing the U.N. Geneml A9 
sembly in New York, declares tllRt It threat to peace is "thesmoul .. 
dering coals of war in southeast Asia." 
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Ootober I.-Military experts of SEATO meet in Bangkok, T~ailaIld, 
to consider the increasing Communist menaCe to South VIetnam. 

.(., ".Adm. Harry D. Felt, U.S. Navy commander in chief in the Pacific, 
declares that there is no immediate prospect of. using U.~. t!Coops 
to stop the Communist advance in southeast ASia, but he mdlCates 

I that among the plans evolved for "every eventuality" some do call 
".... for the use of American troops. 
Ootober ~.-President Diem declares at the opening of the National 

Assembly's budgetary session: "It is no longer a guerrilla war 
w~ged by an enemy who attacks us with ~egul,,:r.units fully and 
heavily equipped and who seeks a strategIc deCISIOn l!l s,?utheast 
Asia in conformity with the orders of the Commu'!,st mterna­
tionaL" The PreSIdent also says that the U.S. commIttoo headed 
by Dr. Eugene Staley recommended an increase in aid both for 
military me,lSures and for economic and social development. 

October 8.-The three IJaotian princes-neutralist Souvanna Phouma, 
pro· Western Boun Oum, and pro-Communist Souphanouvong­
agree on Souvanna Phouma as head of coalition government. 
Agreement subsequently breaks down in dispute over distribution 
of Cabinet posts. 

Ootobe1' Il.-President Kennedy announces (at his new conference) 
that he is sending Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor,hi.s military adviser, 
to South Vietnalll to investigate there the 1111htary SItuatIOn and 
to report on it 10 him personall,)'. 

Ootober 18.-State of emergency IS proclaimed in. South Vietnam by 
President Diem. On the same day t.he PreSIdent also beglIls a 
series vf commltations with Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor. 

Ootober ll6.-Sihanouk declares that he has "lost all confidence in the 
Americans," and that Cambodia "is read, to do without American 
aid if it implies' • • obligation * • *,' 

November 16.-Followin,g closely the recommendations in General 
') Taylor's rep?rt, Presl4ent Kennedy (with the approyal of t,he ~'!-­

tional SecurIty- CounCIl) deCIdes to bolster South VletnnlJ\ s mIli­
tary strength but not to commit U.S. combat forces at thIS tIme. 

Deoernbe1' 8.--U.8. State Department publishes "white paper" t.hat 
South Vietnam is threatened by "dear and present danger" of 
Communist conquest. 

Deoember 14.-U.S. President Kennedy pledges increased aid to South 
Vietnam. 

1962 

February.-United States withholds cash grant aid from Lao Govern­
ment "pending further progress toward formation of a govern­
ment of national union," 

January 4.-A joint United States-South Vietnamese communi'!ue 
an. nonnces "broarl economic and social program [to raise livmg 
standards] * • * Measures to strengthen South Vietnam's de­
fense in th~ military field are being taken simultaneously." 

February 7.-Two U.S. Army air support companies totaling 30~ men 
arrive in Saigon, increasing (according to the New York Times) 
the total of U.S. military person!!el i~ South Vie~nam to 4,~~. 

February 8.--United States reorgamzes Its South VIetnam mIhtarv 
command establishes new "U.S. Military Assistance Command, 
Vietnam'" under four-star Gen. Paul D. Harkins. 

70-682:0-67-2 
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February B4.-In a Peiping Radio broadcast, Communist China de­
clares her security seriously threatened by an "undeclared war" 
being waged by the United States in South Vietnam. The broad­
cast demands the withdrawal of U.S. personnel and equipment. 

February B7.-Two fighter planes, piloted b:y me,!,bers of ~he S?uth 
Vietnam Air Force, bomb and strafe PreSIdential palace m SaIgon 

)

'.' for 26 minutes. President Diem and his staff not injured. 
March 17.-Tass Soviet news agency publishes Soviet Ministry note 

to the signatories of the 1954 Geneva alf::eements. The note 
charges the United States with creating 'a serious danger to 
peace" by its "interference" in South Vietnam, in contravention 
of the Geneva agreements, and demands immediate withdrawal 
of U.S. troops. 

March BB.-"Operation Sunrise," a comprehensive plan to eliminate 
the Vietcong guerrillas in South Vietnam, begins with a mopping­
up operation of rebels in Binh Duong Province. 

April BO.-N ational As~mbly pledges full sUPI?0rt to Pr~ident 
Diem's plan to estabhsh thousands of ".strateglc hamlets" m the 
Communist-infested Mekon~ Delta durmg the current year. 

May 6-B7.-Communist forces m Laos gain control of large terri­
tories' about 2,000 Lao Royal Army troo!;,s with their commander 
flee into Thailand crossing the Mekong RIver. 

May 15.-President Kennedy announces that at the request of the 
Thai Government and "because of recent attacks in Laos by Com­
munist forces and the subsequent movement of Communist mili­
tary units toward the border of Thailand," he has ordered U.S. 
militsry forces to Thailand. 

May BiI.-President Diem promulgates the protection of morality law, 
which prohibits all dancing and beaut~ contests, and makes pros-
titution and "unnatural methods" of bIrth control Illegal. . 

Jwne B.-Canadian and Indian members of the ICC find North VIet­
nam gUilty of subversion and covert aggression against South 
Vietnam. The Polish delegation to the Commission rejects the 
charge. . 

Jwne lB.-Three Lao factions sign an agreement for the es!abhsh~ent 
of a neutralist regime under Sou vanna Phouma WIth Cabmet 
posts to be divided betwee~ the three factions. . 

June 26.-South Vietnam's NatIOnal Assembly votes to ex!end I!S ter,!, 
of office by 1 year, to August 19~3. The explanatl.on given IS 
that it is Impossible to hold electIOns now, because It would tIe 
down troops needed against the Communist guerrillas. 

July 6.-U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert ¥cN:amara decl~res tha~, 
while a final victory over the Com~umsts m Sou.th VIetnam IS 
years away, he is encouraged by the mcreased effectwenessof U.S. 
ain to the South Vietnamese forces. . . . 

July B3.-Declaration and protocol on the neutrahty of Laos IS SIgned 
by 14-nation conference at Geneva. 

Juliy 30.-United States completes the withdrawal of the 5,000 Ma-
rines sent to Thailand. . . 

A uqU8t BO.-Sihanouk asks President Kennedy ,for an mternatlOnal 
. conference to guarantee Cambodia'S neutrahty-threatens to ask 

for Chinese Communist protection in the absence of guarantees. 
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September 1B.-General Taylor, Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff visits the central highland of South Vietnam where 
mountsi~ peasants (montagnards) are beinO' trained by the .U.S. 
special forces for war against the Vietcong ~ommuni.st guerr.llla~. 

October B6.-National Assembly extends by 1 year PresIdent DIem s 
emergency l'0wers to rule by decree. 

November 8.-South Vietnam withdraws its Ambassador to Laos as a 
result of Laos' establishment of diplomatic relations with North 
Vietnam. 

December 6.-South Vietnamese Government protests to the ICC 
against the introduction of Chinese-made weapons and ammuni­
tion. A large cache was discovered by a patrol in the central 
highlands. 

December BO.-Government in Saigon announces that 4077 strategic 
hamlets have been completed (of a total of 11,182 to be built) and 
that 39 percent of South Vietnam's population is now living in 
these communities. 

1963 

1:anuary O-ll.-Adm. Harry D. Felt, commander in chief of U.S. 
forces in the Pacific confers with Gen. Paul D. Harkins and de­
ciares, before his departure, that the Vietcong guerrillas face 
"inevitable" defeat, and he says: "I am confident the Vietnamese 

~ are going to win the war." 
March-June.-Pathet-Lao launch attack on Kong Le's forces. 
March 6.-U.S. military sources report that the Vietnamese Navy 

has taken over patrol of South Vietnam's coast from the U.S. 
7th Fleet. 

ApriI8-l0.-BEATO Ministerial Council meeting in Paris (to discuss 
the Communist threat to southeast Asia) issues communique on 
April 10 expressin~ "eOnCeI'll over the continuing and widening 
threats to the secuflty" of the treaty area; takes note of the "con· 
siderable progress" mllde in South Vietnam in the fight against 
Communist subversion and rebellion; emphasizes that effective 
meaSures to "~Jrevent and counter subversion contin ues to be a 
major task facmg the member countries"; and notes the improve­
ments in the, "plans for defensive action, in the light of chnng­
;'ng and anticipated situations." 

AprillO.--SEATO Ministerial Council meeting in Paris calls on the 
parties to the 14-nation Geneva Conference "to assure the main­
tenance of yeace, neutrality, and national unity" in Laos. 

April 14.-U.S. Under Secretary of State Averell Harriman (in It 

television interview) says that President Kennedy has decided 
that the United States must not become involved in the continuing 
conflict in Laos. He says that there are no plans to commit U.S. 
troops, and military supplies will only be sent if requested by the 
Lao Government. 

April 17.-President Diem proclaims an "open arms" campaign to 
induce Vietcong guerrillas to give up theIr weapons and retnrn to 
the side of South Vietnam. 
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Aprilllll.-U:.S. Sec:;e~ary of State Dean Rusk calls the situation in South VIetnam dlfli~ult and dangerous," and says that the United Sta~s "?,~not promIse or ex~ect a quick victory" and that its role IS ~'hmlted a~d supporting. ' 
May 8.-I!:lOt erupts m nO!'thern CIty of Hue, former imperial capital, 400 .mlles north of SaIgon. Involves Buddhist celebration of the anmyersary of Buddha's birth and the flying of flags on the specIal. day-12 persons are killed, including some children. BuddhIst l~aders charge that Government troops fired into the crowd, .whlle Government officials say that Communists were responsIble for the explosion. {'111M. S.--;Bud?hist demonstrations break out in Hue. Martial law : IS SWIftly Imposed. 
June ?'.-P.resident D!em (in a broadcast) appeals for calm and makes a partIRI conces~lOn to Bucld.hist demands that the Government accept respon.slblhty for the mcidents in Hue. 
June lJ.-;-Buddhlst monk (Thich Quang Duc) commits suicide by b~rnmg hl!TIself ~o death with gasohne in front of the CRmbo­dIan leg!'tIon. Further !,ggravates religious crisis involving South V,etnamese Buddh,sts. 
June 15.-Tentative agreement is reached between nuddhist leaders. 

a~d ~epr~sentatives of President Diem to end alleged religious dis­crlmmatlOn and meet Buddhist demands. 
June 16.-Go~ernment troops use tanks, tear gas, clubs firearms and barbed wIre to suppress riots in Saigon which foiIow an agree­

m~nt betw~n Buddhist leaders and the Government. J1J/M 1I1.-Presldent Kennedy announces (in Ireland while on a Euro­pean !our) the appointment of Henry Cabot Lodge ItS the next AmerICan Ambassador to South Vietnam effectIve September 1963, to succeed Frederick Nolting. ' 
July 11.-U.~. Al!lbassad~r Nolting returns to South Vietnam after c~lUsultat.lons m 1Vashmgton and issues a statement assurin!!" con­tmued U.S. support to President Diem and warning that 'Yunity ?,f purpose. and 'purnose in action" mnst not be weakened by mternal dIssenSion." 
July 17,-Arm.e4 polic.em~n .use .clu~s against 1,000 Buddhists pro­testmg relIgIOUS dlscrlmmatlOn m front of a pagoda in Saigon On the same day, .P!,"siden.t .K~nnedy says. (at h,s news confer~ en.ce) that the relIglOu.s crIsIs m. South V,etnam is interfering WIth the war etrort aga!nst the VIetcong guerrillas and expresses hope that Preslden~ P,el!l and BuddhIst leaders will "reach an agreement on the CIVIl dIsturbances and also in respect for the rights of others." 
Aug-uat B!.-Mat:tiallaw is proclaimed throughout South Vietnam by Preslden~ D,em afte~ hundreds of armed police and government troops raIded the mam Buddhist Xa Loi pagoda in Saigon August.III1.-:Foreigu Mi!1ister V~ Van Mau (a Bnddhist) submits his re~lguatl~n to PreSIdent Dlem. Also on the same day, South VIetnam s Ambassador t? the United .States Tran Van Chuong (father of Mme. Ngo Dmh. ~hu) reslgus. Both resign in dis­approval of Government poltCles toward Buddhists. Department. of State Issues statement deploring action against Buddhist pagodas. 
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August 116.-U.S. Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge presents his cre­
dentials to President Diem. 

August S?'.-Cambodia breaks off diplomatic relations with South 
Vietnam. 

AU{fI!8t 119.-French President de GauUe issues policy statement on South Viemam. He declares that France is able "to appreciate the role this people would be capable of playing in the current situation of Asia for its own progress and for the benefit of in­ternational understanding once it was able to exercise its activity in independence from foreigu influence, in internal peace and unity, and in concord with its neighbors. Today, more than ever, this IS what France wishes for all of Vietnam." August SO.-French Ambassador to the United States Herve Alphand declares, after meeting with U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk, that General de Gaulle's statement is part of a long-range French political solution which would reuni~ North and South Vietnam in "independence and neutrality and that his declara­tion is not meant as a slap at the United States. September II.-Times of Vietnam charges that U.S. Central Intelli­gence Agency agents had planned a coup d'etat for August 28 to overthrow President Diem. On the same day, U.S. President 

~ 
Kennedy declares (in a television interview WIth CBS Corre­spondent Walter Cronkite) that the United States is prepared to continue to assist South VIetnam "but I don't think that the war can be won unless the Ie support the effort and, in my 0 inion, in the last 2 months, theOovernment has gotten out of t<>n~ with 
the people." 

Sept&/nber 5.-President Diem declares (in a Eress interview ~ that "the Government considers this [BuddhistJ affair closed.' He denies reports that his brother N go Dinh Nh u has taken control of the Government. On the same day\ Ngo Dinh Nhu says (in a press interview) : "I have never contro led the Government." September 8.-David Bell, Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development, warns (in a telev1sion intervIew) that the U.S. Congress may cut back aid. to Sonth Vietnam nnless the Diem g~vernment changes its policies. Cambodia receives from Soviet Union three MIG-1'/' iet fighters and other military equip­
ment. 

September 9.-President Kennedy (in a televised interview) says that he doesn't think "it would be helpful at this time" to rednce U.S. aid to South Vietnam.t because that might bring about a collapse similar to that of the uhiang Kai-shek government in China after World War II. On the same da:y, U.S. Ambassador Henry Cabot I.odge confers with President D,em. 
September 14.-Presidential decree announces end of martial law in 

Vietnam on September 16. 
September I!l.-President Kennedy orders Secretary of Defense Rob­ert S. McNamara and Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to go to South Vietnam to review the mili­tary efforts against the Communist Vietcong. McNamara and Taylor in Sonth Viemam from September 24 to October 1. 



14 SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM 

1983-Continued 

SeptemiJer ~.-Elections are held for the 123-member National As­
sembly. All candidates were approved in advance by the Govern­
menti many were unopposed, including President Diem's brother, 
Ngo vinh Nhu, and his wife, Mme. Nhu. 

October l1.-Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara and Maxwell 
D. Taylor, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, report to Presi­
dent Kenn~dy and the National Security Council on their mission 
to South Vietnam. The statement says that the United States will 
continue its "policy of working with the people and Government 
of South Vietnam to deny this country to communism and to sup­
p~ess the externally stimulated and supported insurgency of the 
Vietcong as I.'romptly as possible. Effective performance in this 
undertaking IS th~ central object of our policy in South Vietnam." 

October ?,.-Mme. Ngo Dinh Nhu, sister-in-law of President Diem 
arrives in New York to begin a 3-week unofficial visit to the U nit;;J 
States. 

October B.-U.N. General Assembly agrees to send a factfinding mis­
sion to South Vietnam to investigate charges of Government op­
pression of Buddists. The Diem government on October 4 had 
mvited the U.N. to send such a miSSIOn. 

Ootober l14.-U.N. factfinding mission on the Buddhist situation in 
South Vietnam arrives in Saigon, and on the next day confers 
with President Diem and his brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu. 

October ~.-Buddhist monk burns himself to death in Saigon-the 
seventh such suicide since June 11. 

November 1.-Military coup (organized by the key generals of the 
arm~d fo~ces) agai,!-st th.e Diem .regjme. Rebels lay seige to the 
presl~entJal pal.ace III ~Rlgon wh.lCh IS captured by the following 
mornmg. PreSIdent DIem and hIS brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu escape 
fro!ll th~ palace, but a fe~ hours later are taken by the rebels, and 
while bemg transported m an armored carrier to rebel headquar­
ters they are assassinated. A proclamation broadcast by the lead­
ers of t~e coup (a council of generals, headed by Maj. Gen. Duong 
Van Mmh) declares that they have "no political ambitions" and 
that the fight against the Communists must be carried on to a suc­
cessful conclusion. 

N ovembe .. B.-Military leaders in South Vietnam set up a provisional 
Government headed by former Vice President Nguyen Ngoe Tho 
(a Buddhist) as Premier. The Constitution is suspended and 
the National Assembly dissolved. Buddhists, students, and other 
political prisoners arrested by the former regime are released. 

Novembe .. 4.-Premier Nguyen Ngoc Tho of South Vietnam an­
nounces formation of a mixed military-civilian Cabinet which 
has been approved by the military leaders. United States recog­
nizes the new provisional Government of South Vietnam. U.S. 
Secretary of State Dean Rusk rejects, during a press conference, 
French President de Gaulle's proposals for a neutral, independent 
Viet.nam, stating that the result would be a Comml1"1ist Vietnam. 

November 9.-United St.ates announces resumption of its commodity­
import aid to South Vietnam, suspended in August. 
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November 14.-President Kennedy, in his news conference, states his 
confidence in General Harkins and denies reports that Harkins 
"lost his usefulness in Vietnam because of his identification with 
the Diem regime." 

i November 15.-U.S. military spokesman in Saigon reports that 1,000 
U.S. servicemen will I)e withdrawn from South Vietnam, be­
ginning December 3. 

November 19.-Sihanouk declares end to all U.S. military and eco­
nomic aid to Cambodia, charging that the CIA is trymg to oust 
him from power. 

November .eO.-U.S. Defense Secretary Robert S. McNamara and 
Secretary of State Dean Rusk confer in Honolulu, Hawaii, with 
U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam, Henry Cabot Lodge and 
commander of U.S. military operations in the area, Gen. Paul D. 
Harkins. 

November l1l1.-President .Tohn F. Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, 
Tex. His successor, Lyndon B. Johnson, affirms on November 24 
the U.s. intention to continue its military and economic support 
of South Vietnam's struggle against the Communist Vietcong. 

Deoember JI3.-Sihttnouk announces fhe recall of the CRInbodian Am­
bassador to the United States and the entire staff. 

DeoemiJer 14.-U.S. military spokesman in Saigon reports on stepped 
up guen·iIIa attltcks on hamlets, outposts, and patrols in Novem­
ber, estimating Government casualties at 2,800 and Vietcong losses 
at 2,900. He ,tlso reports t hat enough weapons were captured by 
the Vietcong to arm five 300-man battalions. 

December 19-110.-U.S. Defense Secretary McNamara and Director 
of CIA, .T ohn A. McCone in Saigon to evaluate the new Govern­
ment's war efforts against the Vietcong. 

mal 

January B.-Secret.ary Rusk announces in news conference that "A 
Vietnamese Army group seized in the delta area of Vietnam some 
300,000 rounds of small arms ammunition, weapons like mortars, 
recoilless ammunition, made in China" and that almost certainly 
Hanoi was primarily responsible for their infiltration into South 
Vietnam. 

January6.-Government decrees a three-man military command over 
the Vietnamese forces and Government (consistmg of Maj. Gen. 
Duong Van Minh (chief of state), Maj. Gen. Tran Van Don and 
Maj. Gen. La Van Kim. 

January 10.-Sihanouk postpones the departure date for U.S. aid per­
sonnel, who had been told to leave Laos by January 15. 

January 11.-Sihanouk says he is willing to accept U.S. aid if it is 
offered "without conditions." 

January ~.-U.S. Secretary of Defense McNamara in a speech before 
the House Armed Services Committee states th"t the situation in 
South Vietnam "continues grave," but that "the survival of an 

'i-
independent Government in South Viet.nnm is so important to 
the security of southeast Asia and to the free world that I can con­
ceive of nf) alternative other than to take all necessary meaSUres 
with our capability to prevent a Communist victory." Frsnce 
establishes diplomatic relations with Communist China. 
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196J,-{)ontinued 
January SO.-Military coup, organized by Maj. Gen. Nguyen Khanh, ousts Government of Maj. Gen. Duong Van Minh from power in South Vietnam. 
February 4-4.-Vietcong launches offensive in TI1Y Ninh province and the Mekong Delta; m ensuing fighting hundreds of Government troops arertported dead. 
February 7.-When asked at a press conference about certain neutrali­zation proposals regarding South Vietnam, Secretary Rusk reiterates U.S. policy that} "If the agreements which have already been reached and which nave been signed by those in the north would be fulfilled, there could be peace in southast Asia." February 8.-Mai. Gen. Khanh, leader of the military junta, announces formation of a new Vietnamese Government with himself as Premier, Maj. Gen. Duong Van Minh as nominal Chief of State, and a mixed civilian-military Cabinet in charge of administration. February 19.-Sihanouk proposes that a four-nation agreement be signed by the United States, Thailand, South Vietnam, and Cam­~odia . to "recognize" Cambodia's neutrality and territorial Integrity. 

March 7.-General Khanh announces a 1-year reform program to rebnild South Vietnam's political and administrative structure and raise standard ofliving. 
March8-111.-McNamara and Taylor in Saigon. 
March .es.-Vietnam Military Council gives unanimous vote of con­fidence to Premier Khanh. 
AprilI3-15.-SEATO Ministerial Council communique declares the defeat of Vietcong is "essential" to the security of southeast Asia and SEATO to fulfill its treaty obligations. 
AprilI9.-Military coup (by rightwing generals) against the govern­ment of Sou vanna Phouma in Laos. United States, U.S.S.R. United Kingdom, and France protest the coup as a violation of the Geneva accords. 
AprilI13.-Legitimate government of Souvanna Phouma restored in Laos. 
April 115.-General Westmoreland to replace General Harkins in Saigon. 
May 1.-8ouvanna Phouma announces merger of rightwing and neutralist forces in Laos. 
May e.-Explosion in Saigon Harbor sinks U.S. aircraft transport ship. 
May 111.-Secretary Rusk asks NATO members to give greater sup­port to South Vietnam. 
May 111-I.,.-Secretary McNamara and General Taylor make fifth on-the-spot. review of South Vietnam. 
May I,'.-Cambodia calls for urgent meet.inl!' of U.N. R •. enrity Coun· cil to ~'(lDsider the "repeated acts of aggression" by United States-South Vietnamese forces. . 
May 17.-Pnthet Lao forces begin overrunning neutmlist forces in the Plnin of.Tars. . 
May 11O.-Frnnce proposes reconvening of 14 nation conference on Laos in Gen •. va. This proposal is rejected by the United Rtates and United Kinl!'dom Rnd endorser! hv the Soviet Union, Poland, Cambodia, India, and Communist China. 

, 
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May 111.-United States initiat~ reconnaie:san~ dig!'t over Laos." 1-May .es.-8ecretary Rusk stating the chOices In Vietnam) says: !>-third choice would be to expand the war. This can be the result If the Communists J."lrsist in their course of aggression." . May B5.-U.N. Security Council considers establishment o! a comnns­sion of experts "to help define and mark the border lme between South Vietnam and Cambodia." 
May B7.-United States announces that several 1'-28 fighter-bombers have been sent to Laos. 
June 6-7.-Two U.S. reconnaissance planes are shot down by Pathet Lao ground fire from the Plain of Jars. . . June lB.-President de Gaulle caIls for an end to all foreign mter­vention in South Vietnam. 
June BS.-President Johnson announces ap,Pointment of Ge!,eral Tay­lor to be U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam and AleXIS Johnson 

as Deputy Ambassador. , / August B.-U.S.S. Maddow is attacked in international waters off the V coast of North Vietnam by North Vietnamese torpedo boats. August J,.-Destroyer O. Turner Joy and destroyer Maddow are at­tacked by North Vietnamese PT boats. 
August J,.-President Johnson. orders.V.~. ".air action" .against,."gun-boats and certain supportmg faClhtJes m North YI.etnam.·. '. August 5.-President Johnson's messa!(e to Congre!'8; Jomt. resolutIOn, "1 is introduced "To promote the mamtenance of mternatJonal peace and security in southeast Asia." . Au,qust 5.-United States sends reinfo~ceme~ts to :ronkll~ ~ay aN'll. , August 6.-Cambodia charges "Americans m unIform Jomed South Vietnamese in firing into Cambodia." August 7.-U.S. Congress approves southeast Asia resolution (Senate vote, 8S-2; :aou!!" vote, 416-0). Ge,neml Khanh declares state of 

emergency In Vietnam. . August 11.-President Johnson signs southeast Asia resolution mto 
law (Public LitW88-408). . . August 16.-General Khanh elected Vietnamese ~resident ~y Military Revolutionary Council, ousts Duong Van Minh as chief of state and installs new constitution. 

August B5.-General Khanh promises liberalization of regime after repeated protests by Vietnam.,se. 
August 117.-New Vietnam Constitution is withdrawn; ,Revolutionary Council disbands; General K~a!,h, Duong Van Mmh, and Tran Thien Khiem are named proViSIonal leaders. 
August B9.-Nguyen Xuan Oanh is named acting premier of Vietnam to head caretaker government for 2 months. He states General Khanh has suffered mental and physical breakdown. September 3.-General Khanh resumes ,Premiership; Taylor sees him "rested and recovered"; dissolves trIUmvirate an~ restores Duong Van Minh to position o~ chief of State. Cambodia charges SO!,th Vietnam launched "maJor attack" near Koh Rokar, penetratmg into Cambodia territory. 
September 13.-Bloodlesscoup by Brig. Gen. Lam Van Ph,at,against General Khanh in Saigon. Li co ., > ' <{ C·" ,'0';" September 13.-Forces loyal to General Khanh regrun control of Viet­

nam Government. 
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196~ntinued 

SeptemlJer l5.-Cambodia indefinitely postpones presentation of cre­
dentials by U.S. Ambassador-designate Kidder. 

SeptemlJer l6.-Laotian talks in Paris end because of deadlock. 
September l8.-U.S. Defense Department reports U.S. destroy-ers in 

Tonkin Gulf fire on and presumably hit four or five hostIle tar-

S ~~. V' G k' ha.n . 'Ii epteuwerl9.- Ietnam overnmentma essweepmgc gesmnu-
tary command following abortive coup of September 13. 

September lI6.-Vietnam High National Council formally inaugu-
rated and is charged with preparing a new constitution. 

October 1I.-Sihanouk, at Communist China's 15th anniversary cele­
bration, says China will grant Cambodia military and economic 
assistance. 

October lIO.-Revolutionary Council presents new Vietnam constitu­
tion. 

Ootober lIl.-United States charges Cambodian troops crossed South 
Vietnam border and seized a U.S. officer. 

Ootober lI4.-USAF 0-123 loaded with ammunition shot down by 
Cambodia. 

Ootober U.-United States charges Cambodians fired on U.S. heli­
copter in South Vietnam searching for missing U.S. officer. 

Ootober lI6.-Vietnam Revolutionary Council elects Phan Khac Suu 
chief of state. 

Ootober 1l7.-Cambodia claims it shot down U.S. 0-123. United States 
admits plane over Cambodian territory due to "mapreading 
error." 

November l.-Tran Van Huong named Premier of Vietnam. 
November lI.-Russia delivers new arms shipment to Cambodia to re­

place American equipment. 
Deoember 4.-South Vietnam military leaders announce support of 

Premier Tran Van Huong's government. , 
Deoember 8-17.-Ambassador BonsaI meets with Cambodian Delegate 

Son Sann in New Delhi in an attempt to clear away misunder­
standings. 

December to.-Military stage purge' dissolve civilian High National 
Council (provisional legislature). United States opposes power 
takeover of military and dissolution of ci vilian parhament. 

December 1I1.-General Khanh supports power of milita'J. versus U.S. 
appeals; declares Vietnam forces would not fight' to carry out 
the policy of any foreign country." 

December lI4.-Terrorist bombing in Saigon kills 2 Americans and 
wounds 52 Americans and 13 Vietnamese. 

1965 

J llffIuary 8.-South Korea sends 2,000 military advisers to South Viet­
nam. 

January lS.-Defense Department confirms that two U.S. planes were 
sbpt down over Laos. 

January 2?'.-Premier IIuong ousted. General Khanh asked to solve 
the political crisis. 

'. 
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January £B.-General Khanh nominates Nguyen Xuan Oanh as acting 
Premier. 

February 6.-Russian Premier Kosygin arrives in Hanoi. 
February ?'.-President Shastri of India proposes a meeting between 

Russian and American leaders to solve problems of southeast Asia. / 
February ?'.-Communist guerrillas stage attack on U.S. outpost. 

U.S. planes strike targets in North Vietnam. U.S. dependents 
evacuated from South Vietnam. 

February 8.-South Vietnamese Air Force planes accompany U.S. 
air mission into North Vietnam. President Johnson indICates that 
further de,velopments depend on Communist response. Indian 
Foreign Ministry requests a new Geneva <lOnference. 

Feb7'uary 8.-Premier Kosygin announces Soviet willingness to aid 
North Vietnam if she is invaded. 

FebrlULryJ 10.-Vietcong blow up U.S. military billet at coastal city 
of Qumhon, kiIling 23 soldiers. 

F ebruaryJ 11.-Secretary General U Thant caIls for international ne­
gotiatIOns on Vietnam inside or outside of the U.N. 

February 15.-Chinese Communists threaten to enter the war if Amer­
ican troops enter North Yietnam. 

February 16.-South Vietnamese Armed Forces Council announces 
that Phan lIuy Quat has been named new premier. 

February l8.-South Vietnamest Army and Marine units stage blood­
less coup in Saigon and oust General Khanh. 

February 19.-Khanh regains temporary control of the Government. 
February lIO.-Armed forces council demands resi!,TJlation of General 

Khanh. 
February i21.-Khanh bows to council demands for resignation. 
February lI.q.-Premier Phan Huy Quat announces South Vietnam's 

determinatipn to end the war with honor. 
February lI5.-North Vietnamese officials state negotiations would be 

considered if American troops were withdrawn. 
February ?'.-State Department issues white paper detailing charges 

of aggression on the part of North Vietnam. 
February 1l7.-Prince Sihanouk calls for a new Geneva conference on 

Indochina. 
February £B.-United States and South Vidnamese officials declare 

that President Johnson has decided to open continuous limited 
air strikes against North Vietnam in order to bring about a negoti­
ated settlement. 

March I.-President Quat rules out peace until the North Vietnamese 
stop their infiJt,ration into South Vietnam. 

.1IJ arch 6.-Two U.S. Marine battalions sent to South Vietnam for 
limited duty. 

March8.-Secretary General U Thant proposes that the United States, 
the U.S.S.R., Great Britain, France, Communist China, and North 
and South Vietnam participate in a preliminary conference. 

March 9.-U nited States rejects U Thant's offer until North Vietnam 
stops its aggression against South Vietnam. 

Maroh lIlI.-United States discloses that it has provided fhe South 
Vietnamese Army with certain types of nonlethal ga:les. 

March lIS.-Russian Communist Party Secretary Br""hnev hints of 
Russian palticipation in the war. 
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.I1f ar~h .e5.-1n a public statement President Johnson held out to N ortb 
VIetnam the prospect of economic aid if peace is secured. 

, I 1IIarch .e9.-Bomb explodes outside U.S. Embaeey in Saigon causing 
~ heavy damage and casualties. ' 

A 'J!'I'il1.-:-Seventee~ n.onalined nations meeting in Belgrade appeal fof' 
ImmedIate negPtIatlOns. 

Aptil.e.-United States announces intention of sending several thou­
sand more troops to South Vietnam. 

April7.-Presid~n.t Johnson, in a speech at Johns Hopkins University 
stresses our willingness to negotIate, and suggests a $1 billion !lid 
program fpr southeast Asia. 

April 8.-U.S.S.R. proposes international conference to gnarantee 
Cambodian neutrality. 

Apr(l 8.-Peiping ~nnounces that U.S. peace offer is a trick. 
Aptilll.-NortJl Vietnam officials denounce President Johnson's offef' 

to negotiate. 
AprJll.e.-~or~on Wal~er is uns~~ful in British attempts to meet 
wI~h offiCIals m ~IanOl and Pelpmg over southeast Asia. 

Aprtllf·-The .Umted States urges Hanoi to consider the plea of 17 
nonahned natIons for peace tslks. 

April 23.-Secretary Rusk requests Cambodian parley. 
M(fy 3.-Cam!'odia breaks diplomatic relations with the United States_ 
liI ay 4.~P~Ident Johnson requests $700 million supplemental appro-

prop natIOn for Departnlent of Defense for Vietnam effort. 
AI ay5.-House of Representativee approves President's request for ad­

ditional $700 million in defense funds by vote of 408 to 7. 
111 ay 5.-SEATO condemns Communist aggression in Vietnam war. 
111 ay B.-Senate passes $700 million supplemental appropriation bill 

by vote of 88 to 3. 
\ ,I 111 ay B.-Two U.S. Marine battalions sent to Vietnam' first combat 
\; units to be deployed to S,?uth Vietnam. ' 

liI ay 12.-Re~ Chmese Ch,ef of Staff calls for preparation for atomic 
WitI' .. President Johnson declares that Peiping prevents Hanoi from 
agreemg to talks. 

.llay IS.-Un,ited States halts bombing missions on North Vietnam. 
liIay I9.-Umted States reeumes air attacks on North Vietnamese tar­

gets. 
111 ay 25.-Soviets announce construction of antiaircraft missile sites 

are underway around the capital of North Vietnam. 
J"ne I.-PresIdent asks ConlP'e8" to authorize $89 million for ex­

p",!-ded program of economIC and social development in southeast 
ASIa. 

J1tn~ ,7.-U.S. military. authorities disclose that number of American 
military personnel m South Vietnam has paesed 50 000 mark 
(Anny, 21,500; Marine Corps, 16,500; Air Force, 9,500;'and Navy; 
3,500). 

J"n~ ~.-By vot~ of ~2 t!J 2.6 Senate adopt.~ amendment adding $89 
milhon to foreIgn aid bilim accordance WIth President's request of 
June 1. 
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J"ne 8.-State Department spokesman says that U.S. military com­
mand in South Vietnam has been authorized to send American 
troops into combat alongside Vietnamese forces if such "combat 
support" is requested by South Vietnam. 

June B.-White House issues statement that "There has been no 
change in the mission of U.S. ground combat units in Vietnam in 
recent days or weeks." 

June 12.-Spokesman announced that Premier Quat had decided to 1\, / •• 
hand back the reins of government to t,he military following Chief I 
of State Suu's refusal to approve proposed cabinet changes, 

June lB.-Secretary McNamara announces new troop movements to 
Vietnam which will bring total there to over 70,000. 

J"ne 17.-A four-nation British Commonwealth peace mission to 
find an end to the Vietnam war is formed at the opening session 
of a Commonwealth conference in London. The mission will COII­

sist of representatives from Britain, Ghana, Nigeria, and Trinidad­
Tobago. 

June 24.-The new South Vietnamese Government under Brig. Gell. 
Nguyen Cao Ky announces a series of measures including a fonnal 
state of war, extension of Saigon's curfew, and price controls. 

June 24.-The Saigon government also severs dIplomatic relations 
with France but retains consular ties. \. ' ' 

June 24.-Soviet news agency Tass reports that Soviet Premier {",' 
Kosy~in has infonned the Ambassadors of Britain, Ghana, and 
Nigena that he would refuse to meet with the Commonwealth 
peace mission. 

June 25.-Communist China formally rejects any visit by the Com­
monwealth peace mission to Peipmg. 'rwo days later a similar 
response is received from the National Liberation Front of the 
Vietcong. 

J"ne 25.-President Johnson in an address at ceremonies in Sail 
Francisco commemorating the 20th anniversary of the signing of 
the U.N. Charter declares that "bilateral diplomacy" for a peaceful 
settlement has "yielded no results." He adds, "I now call upon 
this gathering of the nations of the world to use all their influence, 
individually and collectively, to bring to the table those who seem 
determined to make war. We will support your efforts as we will 
sUPl?ort effective action by any agent or agency of these United 
NatIOns." 

June 25.-PrinIe Ministers of the British Commonwealth issue a 
"Statement of Guidance" outlining the objectives of the Common­
wealth's Vietnam peace mission. Expressing "grave doubts" as 
to an early solution of the conflict "by military means" the missioll 
states its objectives as: (1) "A suspension of all U.S. air attacks on 
North Vietnam." (2) A North Vietnamese halt in "the movement 
of any military forces or assistance or material to South Vietnam." 
(3) "A total cease-fire on all sides to enable a conference to seek a 
peaceful solution." 

"'lune 28.-American troops participate in their first major attack of 
the Vietnamese war. ' 

July I.-North Vietnam fonnaUy rejects a request by the British 
Commonwealth peace mission on Vietnam for talks in Hanoi. 
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1965-Continued 

July 4.-In a Voice of America broadcast Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk says that on several occasions, the United States, acting 
through an unnamed intermediary, had asked Hanoi "what would 
be stopped if we stopped the [aerial[ bombing • • • we've never 
had a reply." 

July B.-The White House announces that Gen .. Maxwell D. T.aylor 
has resigned as U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam and will be 
replaced by Henry Cabot Lodge. 

July 1O.-President Johnson declares in a press conference that in 
Vietnam, "we committed ou~ power and our honor and that ha. 
been reaffirmed by three Presidents." 

July IS-lB.-The United States begins a large-scale buildup of its 
forces in South Vietnam. 

July 14-SI.-Ambaseador Lodge and Defense Secretary McNamara 
arrive in Saigon and confer with General Taylor, General West­
moreland, and South Vietnamese Premier Ky. 

July 15.-A "voluntary censorship" of news is requested of journalists 
by the U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam. 

July 15.-U.S. Ambassador W. Averell Harriman begins informal 
talks in Moscow with Soviet Premier Alexey Kosygin. 

July SO.-Secretary McNamara leaves Vietnam after receiving 
requests for additional U.S. troops. He states that "in many 
respects there has been a deterioration" in the Vietnam war since 
his last visit 14 months ago. 

July SB.-In a press conference, President Johnson states: "We 
must not let thIS [the unconventional nature of the fighting] mask 
the central fact that this is really war." 

July SB.-U.S. Ambassador Arthur Goldberg delivers a note to 
Secretary General U Thant from President. Johnson as~g "t~e 
U.N. to employ its "resources, energy, and Immense prestige In 

finding ways "to halt aggression and bring peace in Vietnam." 
August ll.-The Soviet Union indicates, in an editorial, in the Com­

munist Party paper, Pravda, that it would have no part of any 
American efforts to involve the U.N. in Vietnam. 

August la.-The United States formally affirms its adherence to the 
1949 Geneva Convention on the treatment of prisoners of war and 
war victims. 

August lB.-The Senate approves a $1.7 billion supplementaryappro-
priation for military operations in Vietnam. . 

August 19.-The Defense Department reports that 561 Americans 
had been killed, 3,024 wounded, and 44 missing in Vietnam between 
January 1, 1961, and Au~ust 16, 1965. 

August Sa.-The U.S. pohcy in Vietnam is reaffirmed in a White 
House pamphlet entitled "Why Vietnam." 

August S4.-The House Republican 9~n:'-I!'ittee on Pl~n.ning. an~ 
Research issues a "white paper" critICIZing the. ,!dmln.lStratl~p 8 
actions in Vietnam. It accuses the Johnson adminIStratIOn of an 
uncertain policy," ''lack of candor," and "misleading statemen!,>." 

October 4.-Pope Paul VI Hies to New York to address .the ,umted 
Nations where he makes a plea for an end to the war In Vietnam. 

October 14.-The Defense Department orders a military draft call of 
45,224 men for December, the biggest quota since the Korean 
war. 

, 
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October 15-16.-The student-run National Coordinating Committee 
To End the War in Vietnam sponsors a series of nationwide demon­
strations. A number of sympathy demonstrations were o.!so staged 
in foreign cities. - . 

October lB.-David J. Miller, 22, a volunteer worker in a relief program 
rUIl by the Catholic Worker, is arrested by FBI agents in Hookset, 
N.H., for burning his selective service card on October 15 in New 
York. 

October Sl.-U.S. Defense Departm.ent casualty report states:. Yiet­
cong deaths in 1965 totaled about 25,000; 830 U.S. military 
personnel had been killed between January 1961 and October 18, 
1965. 

October sa.-U.s. military authorities in Saigon reported that U.S. 
forces in South Vietnam have reached a total of 148,300 men: 
89,000 Army, 8,000 Navy, 37,000 Marine Corps, 14,000 Air Force, 
and 300 Coast Guard. 

November S.-Norman R. Morrison, 32, a Quaker of Baltimore, Md:, 
commits suicide by fire in front of the l>entagon "to express hIS 
concern over the great loss of life and human suffering caused by 
the Wa.r in Vietna.m." 

November 9.-Roger Allen LaPorte 22, of the pacifist Catholic Worker 
movement, burns himself in front of U.N. headquarters in New 
York as a protest against war. LaPorte dies of his injuries on 
November 10. 

-t
November 11.-Defense Secretary McNamara announces that the 

administration "believes it will be necessary to add further to the 
strength of U.S. combat forces in Vietnam." 

November 15.-Corresp.ondent Eric S~vareid reports ~ a Look m.agazine 
article that the Umted States rejected a HanOI proposal In 1964 
that United States and North Vietnamese representatives meet in 
Rangoon, Burma, to discuss a possible means of ending the Vietnam 
war. State Department spokesman Robert J. McCloskey states 
that "on the basis of the total evidence available to us, we did not 
believe at any time that North Vietnam was prepared for serious 
talks." 

November 17.-The State Department confirms that another North 
Vietnamese peace jeeler had been made May 20, 1965, dlJ!ing talks 
in Paris between a Hanoi representative and French offiCials. 

November 17.-In a letter to U.S. Physicist Linus Pauling, North 
Vietnamese President Ho Chi Minh charges that U.S. proposals 
for peace negotiations were "deceitrul talk." 

November IB.-A Defense Department c,,".ualtv report states that 108 
....-I U.S. soldiers were slain in the week ending November 15, a weekly 

record total, bringing to 1,095 the number of Americans slain since 
January 1, 1961. 

November S6.-The North Vietnamese official newspaper, Nhan Dan 
denies that Hanoi has issued any proposals for peace negotiations 
with the United States. 

November S7.-Marchers variously estimated as numbering from 15,000 
to 35,000 converge on the White House in a march on Washington 
for peace in Vietnam initiated by the National Committee for a 
Sane Nuclear Policy (Sane). 
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November 27.-The Vietcong release two U.S. soldiers who had been 
captured November 24, 1963. A National Liberation Front broad­
cast claims that the prisoners are free in appreciation for the 
antiwar demonstrations in tbe United States. 

N01!ember 28-2B.-Defense Secretary McNamara meet. with U.S. 
militar;\, leaders in Saigon. It is reported that the U.S. military 
authonties request that U.S. forces in Saigon be increased to 350,000 
to 400,000 men. 

November 2B.-Defense Secretary McNamara sbates in a press confer­
ence that tbe Vietcong's "expressed detennination to carry on the 
conflict • • • can lead to only one conclusion-that it will be a 
long war." 

December I.-In a meeting with British Foreign Minister Stewart, 
Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko declares tbat peace talks on the 
Vietnamese war would be conditioned on tbe halting of U.S. air 
strikes against North Vietnam and the withdrawal of U.S. troops 
from South Vietnam. 

December B.-Ho Chi Minh, in an interview witb British Journalist 
Felix Greene, calls President Jobnson's offer of unconditional talks 
"absolutely unacceptable." 

December 15.-U.S. Air Force planes bomb and destroy a North 
Vietnamese thennal~ power plant' at Uongbi in the first American 
air raid on a major North VIetnamese industrial target, 

December n.-u.s, Government sources confirm a report that Ho 
Cbi Minh relayed an offer to hold talks leading to negotiations 
through two private Italian intennediaries, 

December 18.-A North Vietnamese statement calls reports of Hanoi's 
peace feelers "sheer groundless fabrications," 

December lB,-U.S, Senate majority leader, Mike Mansfield, reports 
to President Johnson on an international fact finding mission he 
had conducted for tbe President, 

December 24-25,-A I-day Christmas truce is agreed to by the United 
States and tbe Vietcong, The United States also suspends air 
strikes as part of the short cease-fire, 

December 25,-Ul!on tbe expiration of tbe 30-hour cease-fire General 
Westmoreland Issues an order to United States and allied troops to 
retain their defensive posture and not to fire unless attacked, 

December 26,-United States and South Vietnamese offensive opera­
tions are resumed in the face of a resumption of beavy Vietcong 
attacks; bowever, the sllspension of air raIds on North Vietnam is 
continued, 

Dece1T'ber 28.-The Vietcong propose a 4-day cease-fire for January 
20-23, 1966, to mark tbe VIetnamese lunar New Year. U.S, 
troops are not included in the propos",,; nevertheless, ~meric~n offi­
cials report that U ,So troops would accept the truce If PremIer Ky 
did, 

December 2B.-The United States dispatches high-ranking emissaries 
to various capitals of the world to sound out the possibilities of 
achieving a negotiated settlement of the Vietnam war. 

• 
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January 1,-Pope Paul VI makes public messages he had sent on 
December 31 to Moscow, Peiping, Hanoi, and Saigon urging their 
leaders to seek an end to the Vietnam war, 

January 2-3,-U.S, Ambl1ssador to the U,N" Arthur Goldberg, lind 
Vice President Humphrey return from foreign tours representing 
part of a concerted U,S, campaign to achieve a cellse-fire and peace 
m Vietnam, Their efforts are denounced by the North Vietnamese 
newspaper, Nhan Dan, as a j1noisy: p~opagandfL campaign." 

January 3,-Cambodilt informs the U,N, thllt it will use force to repel 
any invasion of its territory by United States and South Vietnamese 
troops. 

January 7-12,-A five-man Soviet mission, led by C, P. Central Com­
mittee Secretary Aleksandr Hhelepin visits Hanoi and Ilfranges for 
increltsed Soviet military aid to North Vietnam, 

January 8,-Senate majority leader, Mike Mansfield IlUd four other 
Senators file " report with the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
based on their trip to South Vietnam and other countries, The 
report expresses the view Hlllt "a rapid solution to the conflict in 
Vietnam is not in immediate prospect." 'rhe report states thlLt 
despite the U.S, expanded military effort, the Vietcong offensive had 
only been "blunted," not "driven back." 

January 9,-Y ale Prof. Staugh ton Lynd returns to New York after I'" 
unauthorized 10-day visit to North Vietnam where he held a 90-
minute interview with North Vietnamese Premier Phalll Van.Dong, 

January 15.-Secretary Rusk and Ambassador lit lar~e Averell 
Harriman meet with South Vietnam Premier Ky in Sltigon, re­
portedly to allay South Vietnamese fears that U,S, peace efforts 
would be detrimental to the Saigon regime. 

JanuanJ l5,-South Vietnam Premier Ky pledges 11 popular referen­
dum in October on a new constitution for South Vietnam to pave 
the way for "rettl democratic· elections in 1967" for It civililtn gov­
ernment to replace the current militltry re~ime, One of the ~ov­
ernment's principal tasks in 1966, he declares, will be a rural con­
struction program, 

January 16.-A communique issued at the end of the United States­
South Vietnamese talk states: "The basic positions of the two Gov­
ernments were consistent in all fundamental respects," The com­
munique also restated Saigon'S demands that "all aggression" in 
South Vietnam must stop before Ky's regime would attend a peace 
conference. 

January l6.-Communist China denies what it states are Soviet­
supported rumors that Peiping is impeding the transshipment of 
Soviet military equipment through China to North Vietnllm, 

JanuanJ n.-Gen, Wallace M, Oreene, Jr" U,S, Mllrine Corps com­
mandant, deelares after returning from a 13-day tour of southCltst 
Asia: "You can kill every Vietcong and North Vietrullnese and still 
lose the war unless" the Vietnamese villllges are rehltbilitllted and 
reorgnnized. 

January lB,-The President sends Congress a request for an addi­
tional $12.76 billion in supplemental funds primarily for Vietnam 
expenses, New authorization will be needed for $4,8 billion of this 
amount. 

79-662 0 - 67 - 3 
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January 20.-Defense Secretary McNamara reports that the United 
States lost 351planes and helicopters in Vietnam in 1965. 

January 20.-U.N. Secretary-General U Thant infers in a news con­
ference that any future South Vietnamese Government should in­
clude the National Liberation Front, the political arm of the Viet­
cong. 

January 20-28.-The Vietnamese lunar New Year is marked by a tem­
porary cease-~re. The truce was largely observed although many 
mstances of mmor clashes are reported. The truce expires at 6 p.m. 
on January 23. 

January 21.-8ecretary of State Rusk says in a Washington news 
conference: "I regret that I cannot report' • • any positive and 
encouragine; response [from North Vietnam] to the hopes of the 
o,:"erwhelmmg majority of mankind," for negotiations to end the 
Vietnamese war. 

Janllary 24.-N orth Vietnamese President Ho Chi Minh states in a 
message to world Communist leaders that the United States must 
accept Hanoi's four-point peace formula as the basis for ending the 
war and that if the ,I United States really wants peace it must 
recognize" the NLF "as the sale genuine representative of the 
people of South Vietnam." 

January 24.-President Johnson submits his budget for fiscal year 
1967 to Congress. Tbe budget proposes a $4.2 billion increase in 
defense expenses to a total of $57.05 billion. The President also 
requests $9.1. billion of ne~ obligational authority for Vietnam 
expenses. Vietnam expenditures for fiscal 1967 are estimated at 
$10.5 billion. 

January 24.-·The Senate Foreign Relations Committee hears 3 hours 
of testimony from Secretary Rusk in a closed hearin~. It is 
report~d that R~sk .opposes Senator Fulbright's suggestIOn that 
the Vietcong be mVlted to peace talks before the bombings are 
resumed. 

January 81.-President Johnson announces in a broadcast speech the 
resumption of U.S. air strikes against Nortb Vietnam. At the 
same time he instructs U.S. Ambassador Arthur Goldberg formally 
to request the U.N. Security Council to intervene in tbe crisis to 
seek an international conference to end tbe war and establish a 
permanent peace in southeast Asia. 

January 81.-8ecretary Rusk at a news conference following President 
Jobnson's speech summarizes "tbe unprecedented effort of the past 
40 days, an effort aimed at peace, and the tragically negative re­
sponses from Hanoi." 

February 1.-The U.N. Secretary Council meets to consider a U.S. 
dr,,!"t resolution calling .for Council action to arrange an inter­
na!lOnal conference to bnng peace to South Vietnam and southeast 
~L . 

February 2.-The North Vietnamese foreign ministry formally rejects 
any U.N. action on the Vietnamese war. 

February 2.-The U.N. Security Council agrees by_ a 9-to-2 vote 
(U.S.~.)l. and Bule;aria opp~sed; France, Mali, Nigeria, Uganda 
abstllJDmg) to consider the Vietnam war. 

• 
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February 4.-Defense Secretary Robert McNamara refuses on the 
grounds of security to testify publicly before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. His position is publicly endorsed by President 
Johnson. 

February 6.-President Johnson and other U.S. officials arrive in 
Honolulu for discussions with Premier Ky and other Saigon rep­
resentatives concerning tbe Vietnamese war. In his remarks at 
airport ceremonies President Johnson declares that those who 
"counsel retreat" from the war "belong to a group that has always 
been blind to experience and deaf to hope." 

February 7.-Re~ired Lt. G~n. James Gavlll appe~rs before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Commlttee to present hIS views on the Vietnam 
conflict. 

February 7.-8enator Fulhright, chairman of the Senate Forei!)n Rela­
tions Committee, states that he doesn't agree with an attitude of 
"quiet and acquiescence" on the part of Congress toward adminis­
tration policies in Vietnam. 

February 8.-·President Johnson states his determination at the con­
clusion .of the 3-day Honolulu conferenee, to fight the b~ttle against 
aggressIOn as well as the hattie for social construction in Vietnam. 

February 8.-Vice President Humphrey leaves Honolulu for Saigon 
with Premier Ky and other Vietnamese leaders, reportedly to spur 
action on economic and social problems in South Vietnam. 

February 10.-- .speaking before the Senate Foreign Relations Com­
mittee, former U.S. Ambassador George Kennan urges the United 
State.q to seek an orderly end to the Vietnam conflict without en­
larging it in order to concentrate on "potentially more important" 
world probloms. 

February 11.-President Johnson in a news conference disavows anr, 
desire to escalate the war. However, he adds that "additional troops' 
will be sent as militarily required. 

February 11.-Le Duc Tho, a leadin~ North Vietnamese Communist, 
castigates a minority in the HanOi government oPfosed to a long 
d,rawn out war in an article appearing in the officia party publica­
tIOn Hoc Tap. Tho also accuses this faction of favoring negotiations 
with the United States. 

February 14.-Vioe President Humphrey announces that the United 
States will increase military aid to Thailand to meet the threat 
posed by Communist guerrillas in that country. 

FebruaT'f! 17.-Gen. Maxwell Taylor testifies before the Senate Foreign 
RelatIOns Committee that the United States intends to wage a 
limited war in Vietnam. 

FebruaT'f! 18.-Secretary Rusk, in testin10ny before the Senate Foreign 
RelatIOns Committee, places emphasis on the SEATO Pact as the 
legal basis for the U.S. commitment in Vietnam. 

February 19.-8enator Robert Kennedy states that the National 
Liberation Front should be included in any postwar Saigon Govern­
ment. Senator Kennedy later (February 22) clarified bis position 
stating that the NLF should not be "automatically excluded" fro~ 
power in all interim Goverment preceding elections. 

February 20.~qouth Korea announces it will send an additional 
division and a regiment to South Vietnam. 

February 21.-Vice President Humphrey criticizes Senator Kennedy's 
suggested inclusion of the NLF in a Vietnam coalition govern-
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ment, asserting that popular front governments are either paralyzed 
from within or taken over by the Communists. 

March l.-Congress approves a $4.8 billion military anthorization 
bill to provide additional funds for the Vietnam war. 

March 1.--President Johnson renews his offer of aid to North Vietnam 
and exhorts Hanoi to negotiate. 

March 2.~'3ecrctary McNamara reveals that the U.S. forces in South 
Vietnam had reaehed a total of 215,000 mon, with 20,000 additionui 
men on their way. 

March 5.-Gen. Maxwell Taylor proposes the mining of Haiphong 
harbor. 

March 6.-Communist ChiIla accuses the Soviet Union of prcl.ising 
North Vietnn.Ill t() neg()tiaic. 

March S.-Australia announees its intention oC tripling its Vietnam 
force from 1,500 to 4,500 by June 1966. 

March B.-U.S. planes carry out the h."viest bombardment of the 
war, and U.N. Secretary General U Thant issues an appeal Cor a 
cessation of the bombing, u. reduction of military activities, and par­
ticipn.iion of the N ationiLI Liberation Front in any pcucc set.tlement. 

March 1O.-The South Vietnamese Government removes Lt. Gen. 
Nguyen Chuu Thi as District ConuBII,nder in Hue on the grounds 
that he WIlS acting independently of the Government. 

March 11.--Vicc President Humphrey bars any settlement of the 
Vietnam war that would give the Vietcong a role in It eoalition 
government Bot carued in free eleetiollH. 

March 1O·~16.--Pro(.csts in Hue and Danang ensue over the dismissal 
of General Thi and, thought increasingly anti-Americall, urge U.S. 
8upport u,gnillstJ the Government. Buddhist; demonstratioJls begin 
in Saigon, protcHting General Thi'H removal and demanding a 
return to civilian rule. 

March JR.-South Vietnnm's Government voteH to mn.ke no conces-
sions to Buddhist dernollHtratorH. 

March 23.-General strikes occur in Danang and IIue. 
March 25.-Premier Ky IiTlIlOUnCes Umt a commil,tee will be ap­
_ j)ointed to draft t1 cOflHtitlltioll to be followed by elections. 
Ma,rch 31.-10,000 Buddhists demonstrate in Saigon. 
April 2-5.-Anti-government demonstrations intensify in Saigon and 

spread to other leading towns in South Vietnam. Premier Ky 
threatens the use of troops and flies to Danang to quell the rebellion. 

April 6.~'leeretary General Thant statcs that all parties in the 
Victnmn conflict Illust accept the concept of u. unified, independent 
and nonaligned country, guaranteed by all the major powers. 

April ll.-Defensc Department officials acknowledge that Buddhist 
dcmonstrn.tiollH have hUlnpered operations againHt the Vietcong. 

April 12.-B-52's from the U.S. Strategic Air Command base in 
Guam bomb North Vietnam for the first time. The press reports a 
Pentagon decision to usc B-52's regularly in bombing the north. 

April 12-14.-The Nationui Political Congress (boycotted by Buddhist 
and Catholic organizations) meets in Saigon and adopts a program 
designed to meet Buddhist demands. Demonstrations end. 

April 16.---8outh Vietnam's military National Leadership Committee 
sets elections for a Constituent Assembly in August. 

April lS.---8enator Mike Mansfield proposes" "direct confrontation 
across a peace table" between the United States, Communist 

• 

'. 

• 

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM 29 

China, North Vietnam, and "essential elements" from South Viet­
na!"t to be h~ld in either .Japan or .Burma-a proposal rejected by 
PClpmg April 21. HanOl on Apfll 22 calls Senator Mansfield's 
proposal a "new peace trick." 

April 22.-;-Pauline Frederick, NBC reporter, quotes a Soviet informant 
as sta.tm.g that N orth V.ietna~n would be willing to enter into peace 
negotiatIOns, If the Umted States would halt the bombing of the 
north. 

April 24.-ComnlUIIist MIG-17's appear in strength for the first time 
in the air war in North Vietnam. 

April 25.~'lenator Richard Russell proposes a poll in major South 
Vietnamese cities to decide whether the Vietnamese people want 
U.S. assistance. He asserts that if the answer is "No," the U.S. 
should pull out. 

Apru 26.-The State Department reiterates previous warnings that 
planes of Communist China or other nations attacking allied aircraft 
over North Vietnam will be pursued into the territory of their home 
"sanctuary" if necessary. 

April 2~.-;-N ?rth Vietnam'~ official news agency reports speeches by 
Ho Chi Mmh and PreHner Pham Van Dong before the National 
Asse.mbly reaffirming Hanoi's four points as the conditions for peace 
In V Ietnanl. 

April 30.-U.S. officials in Saigon set the rate of North Vietnamese 
infiltmtion of the south at 5,500 men per month. 

May 1.-An American battalion drives Communist units across the 
ill-defined frontier into Cambodi". 

May 2.~'lecretary MeN amara predicts an increase in U.S. troop 
strength in order to offset rising North Vietnamese infiltration. 

May 3.-U.S. forces fire on Vietcong units in Cambodia. 
May 7.-Premier K:y dedares that he has no intention of resigning 

following the electIOn of a constituent assembly. 
May 13.-Communist China charges that five U.S. planes had 

"flagrantly" intruded over Yunnan Province May 12. 
May 15-23.-Vietnamese Government troops regain control of 

Danang from pro-Buddhist army units. 
May lS.-The United States protests to Cambodia concerning the 

Vietcong's use of its territory. 
May 20-23.-Saigon police and army units break up massive Buddhist 

denlOnstrations. 
May ~2.-Harold Brown, Secretary of the Air 1<'orce, states that 

PreSident Johnson has decided agamst expanding the list of bombing 
targets in North Vietnam to include industrial and port installations 
and fuel storage facilities. ' 

May 24.-Secretary General Thant calls on the parties participating 
m the VietI~am war to start scaling down military operations and to 
agree to dIscussions among all powerH concerned, including the 
Vietcong and Communist China. 

May 31.-Buddhist leaders and South Vietnamese Government 
officials begin talks in Saigon in an attempt to resolve the 2)1-
month-old political crisis. 

May 31.-Anthony Eden proposes th.e establishment of a neutral belt 
cOlnposed of Vietnunl, Laos, and Cambodia as a Ulealls of ending 
the war. 
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June S.--South Vietnam requests United Nations observers at the 
Constituent Assembly elections now scheduled for September. The 
reaction at U.N. head9uarters is described as cool. 

June 6.--South Vietnam s ruling military National Leadership Com­
mittee of 10 generals is expanded to include 10 civilians. 

June B.-Buddhist leader Tri Quang begins a fast in protest against 
American support of Premier Ky. 

June 16.--South Vietnam's Government moves troops into Hue to 
deal with Buddhist disorders. 

June lB.-President Johnson, at a news conference, declares that the 
United States, would per~ist in using. Ht~e 9;ound, naval, and ~~r 
strength requJ1'ed to achlOve our objective and warns that: I 
must observe that this does not mean that we shall not increase our 
forces or our operations." 

June 20.-Prermer Ky signs a decree setting September 11 as the 
date for the election of a constituent assembly to be known as the 
N at.ional Constituent Assembly, which will draft a new constitution. 

June 2S.~'louth Vietnamese t,roops seize the principal Buddhist 
stronghold in Saigon, the Unified Buddhist Church's Secular 
Affltirs Instit.ute. 

J'lvne 26.~'3ecretary Rusk in Canberra, Australia, states that he 
see no prospects for an e~rly peRee in Vi,etnum. .. 

June 29.---Ameri!1lUl (llanes conduct the first of contul1ung attacks 
on oil installations III the areas of Hanoi and Haiphong. 

June SO.-Speaking in Omaha and Des Moines, President. Johnson 
warm;; that u .. ttl1nkA on military targets in N ~)rth V~etnam "will con­
tinue t.o impose a growing burden and a lugh [ll'lce on those who 
wage war agamst the freedom of their neighbors," and calls for 
uJlconditional peace talks, saying "thore need only he a room and 
a t,able and people willing to t.alk respectfully." _ 

July 2.--St.ate Department officials ~s~imat.e t.hat 40,.o.o~ Chmese 
workers are in North Vietnam repairing bombed faCilities. 

July 5.-Australian Prime Minist,er ~l1rold H;olt, ~pe!,king _ before 
the National Press Olub, endorses U.s. pohcy III Asut, mcludlllg the 
bom bin~ of North Viet.nam. 

July 6.--§everal captured American pilots are p~raded. through the 
streets of Hanoi Communist Inobs demand thelI' Jlumshment. 

J;Uy 7.-The Wa;"aw Pact nations issue a declaration sta!ing that 
they are ready to send "volunteers" to Vietnam, if Hanm asks for 
them. . 

July 7.-Prime Minister Gandhi of India calls for an irnme(hate end 
to the U.S. bombing of North Viet,ll!Ull and a peace conference to 
end the war. 

July B.-South Vietnam's Chief of .State, Lt. Gel!' NglI.Jien Vall 
TWeu, states that the allies should Invade North Vietnam If neces-
sary in order to end the war. . 

July 9.-Communist China rilles OU! rec~nvemn~ the Gell.eva Con­
ference on Vietnam unless the Umted States Withdraws Its troops 
from that country. . 

July 1O.-·The Defense Department announces that U.S. forces m 
Vietnam will expand to 375,000. by the end of 1966 and to 425,000 by 
the spring of 1967. 

Julll11.--The United States is r~po~ted to ~e carryin~ Ollt over 100 
IIlr strikes a day over Commumst mfiltratlOn routes m Laos_ 
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July 12.-Premier Sato of Japan calls on North Vietnam to enter 
into peace talks with the United States. 

Jul1/, 14.--Secretary Rusk warns Hanoi against trying captured U.S. 
pilots as war criminals. . . 

July 15.-Eighteen U.S. Senators who had expressed oPPosItion to 
administration policy in Vietnam sign a statement calling on North 
Vietnam to refrain from any act of vengeance against captured 
American airmen. 

July 16.-Secretary General Thant urges North Vietnam to exercise 
restraint in its treatment of American prisoners and calls on both 
sides to observe the 1949 Geneva Convention on prisoners of war. 

July 16.-Prime Minister Gandhi, in Moscow, reaffirms her belief 
that a cessation of the U.S. air raids over North Vietnam is a pre­
condition for negotiations to end the war. 

July 19.-North Vietnamese Ambssadors in Peiping and Prague 
report that captured American pilots will go on trial in Hanoi. 

July 20.-At a news conference, President Johnson warns Hanoi that 
the American people would regard war-crime trials of American 
prisoners as "very revolting and repulsive" and that they would 
"react accordingly." Pope Paul calls on North Vietnam to accord 
American prisoners "the safety and t.he treatment provided for by 
iniernatiol1n.l nOTIns." 

July 2S.-In response to a cable from the President of CBS, Ho 
Chi Minh declares there is "no trial in view" for American prIsoners. 
Speaking in Indianapol~s, President Johnson says: "'f'I e are not going 
to TUn out on South Vietnam .... However long It takes, we Will 
persist until the Communists end the fighting or negotiate an 
honorable pestee." 

July 24.-N orth Vietnam's official publication Nhan Dan reiterates.; 
Hanoi's four point plan as the "sole basis" for settling the Vietnam 
problem. 

JlI.ly 25.-Jn an interview published in U.S. News & World Report 
Premier Ky urges an allied invasion of North Vietnam even at the 
risk of a lnilitary eonfronil1tion with Communist China, as the Bole 
.. lternative t.o It long war. The Department of State tells reporters 
that the United Stlltes is "not seeking any wider war .... We do 
not threaten any regime." 

.July 30.-B-52 bombers initiate the first of series of attacks on 
growing North Vietiliunese troop cOllcentmtions in and around the 
demilitarized zone. 

July 31.-I'remicr Ky states that he will not be a candidate for 
President in 1907. 

August 3.-Thailand proposes an all-Asian peace conferen~e on Viet­
nam. Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia suggests that the Umted States 
should negotiate directly with the Vietcong. . 

Aug'ust 3.-A HOllse Appropriations Subcommit.tee ma~es pubhc 
testimony of May 11 by Secretary Rnsk in which he said that the 
United States observes It no-bombing buffer zone along North 
Vietnam's border with Red China. 

August 7_-Formcr Vice President Nixon, in S .. igon, suggests that 
500,000 American troops are needed in Vietnam to shorten the war. 

Aug'u8t .9.-Premier Ky expresses It wi!lingness to negotiate a,! ~nd of 
the war with N ort.h Viet.nam, prOVided "they would be willmg to 
compromise" by agreeing to accept the 17th parallel as the border 
and "to withdraw their agents and soldiers from South Vietnam." 



32 SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM 

August 1O.-Thailand's Premier officially opens the U.S. airbase at 
U-Tapao capable of handling B-52 bombers. 

AU!fU8t 18-i,~.-At the end of 2 days of conferences with Ge'.leral 
Westmoreland in Tex"s, Presid~nt~ohnsoll. warns .t1u~t, wh~e a 
Communist military take-over m South V,etnam IS mIposslble, 
there will be no quick victory. . 

August lB.-North Vietnam denounces the proposed all-AsIa peace 
conference as "shop-worn luerchandise" froul President Johnson's 
"clique." . 

August 24.-President Johnson endorses propo~als for a!~ all-AsIan 
conference to settle the Vietnam war, but cautIOns that we do not 
want to make it appear that we are trying to direct it or force it." 

AU!fU8t 2B.-The U.S.S.R. anno~nc~ that, it.is tr.aining North Viet­
namese fighter pilots at an ullldentlfied SOVIet alrbase. 

August 80.-Chinese Communist Party newspaper, People~ Daily, 
calls for anti-American uprisings throughout the world, claIms that 
U.S. forces are "bogged down" in Vietnam. . 

September I.-President Charles de G,aulle calls O!I the Ulllted States 
to pledge to withdraw from South VlOtnam m a fixed perIo~ as .a. step 
toward restoring peace, declaring that ~uc~ a pledg.e of U.S.' 1~lli~ary 
withdrawal would be a prelude to genume mternatlOnal negotlatlOns 
on peace in Vietnam. . 

September 5.-President Johnson says that a U.S. troop wlthdrav.:al 
from South Vietnam is dependent upon a pull-out of Commulllst 

forces. f I el' 'bl ) September 11.~"outh Vietnam voters (80.8 percent 0 t lOse ,.gI. e 
elect a 117-member constituent assembly- to draft a new con~tltutlOn 
and pave the way for restomtion of CIvili"" government m 1967. 

September 2.~.-Ambassador Goldb.erg states th.at th~ United States 
will haIt the bombing of North Vletn!,m when It reCeIves assurances, 
privately or otherwise, that HanOI wIll respond by a reduct.'~n of I~S 
war elrort. The United States will tben be prepared to p~rt1Clpate III 
a mutual withdrawal of military forces under mternatlOnal super-
VISIOn. h V' . 

September 24.-Both Communist China and N ort Ietnam reject 
the U.S. peace proposals put forward by A~b,,:,sa~or Goldberg· 

September 27.-Presi~~nt. Johnson accepts the IllvltatlOn of PreSIdent 
Marcos of the Phillppmes to att~nd a heads. of government con-
ference in Manila to discuss the V,etnam conflICt, . 

October 8.-The Soviet Union announces. !' new aId agreem~nt w.lth 
North Vietnam providi',lg for. both .mllitary and ecoI~omIC as.8ISt­
ance. Washington offiCIals CIte eVIdence that RUSSIan adVIsers 
might at times be operating Hanoi's air defenses. 

October 4.-U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet U.nion, Foy D. ~obler, 
warns that an American blockade of North V,etnam would raIse the 
risk of a military confrontation with the U.S.S.R. . . 

October 4.-French Foreign Minister Couve de Murville IS reported 
to have told President Johnson ~hat North Vle~n,,:m. no longer 
believes it can achieve II military VIctory, but that It IS m no mood 
for negotiations. , 

October 6.-North Vietnam rejects Secretary General Thant s ,,:ppeal 
for a mutual de escalation of tbe ground war but endorses his call 
for a cessation of the U.S. bombing of the north. 

• 
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October lO.-The Soviet Union declares tbat an end to the U.S. air 
raids on North Vietnam is the key to improved Soviet-American 
relations. 

October lS.-President .Johnson rules out ending the bombing of 
North Vietnam wit.hout an indication that Hanoi will, in turn, 
deescalate its militar,Y act,ivit.ies in South Vietnam. 

October 14, 1966.-U.s. pilots fly a record 175 missions over North 
Vietnam. 

October l6.-President Johnson leaves on a 17-day trip that will 
include the Manila Conference. 

October 24.--The Manila Conference opens. Premier Ky tells the 
Conference that, SOUl h Vietnam will press a program of political­
economic reform. 

October 25 ... -The United States and five other lwt,ions assisting South 
Vietnam militarily offer to withdraw their troops from South 
Vietnam 6 months after Hanoi disengages itself from the war. 

October 26.--President Johnson pays a surprise visit to Camranh Bay, 
South Vietnam, and pledges full suP/wrt to U.S. forces. 

October 27.-Hanoi and Peking reject t 1e Manila Conference's mutual 
troop withdmwal offer. 

Novtmber 5.-Secret.ary McNamam slates that the number of U.S. 
troops in Vietnam will conl.inue to grow in 1967 but at a lower rl1te 
than Ute incrouse in 1966. 

November 1O.-North Viet,llltm announces that, the U.S.S.R., China, 
and other Communist countries have pledged increased aid, both 
military and economic. 

November 12. -Hanson Baldwin, New York Times military wriler, 
asserts that Pentagon military experts have estimated that 600,000 to 
750,000 U.S. !,roops are needed in South Vietnam to achieve the 
objectives of defeating the Communists nnd pacifying the country. 

November lR.-Secretary Rusk st."t.es that lhe United States might 
agree t,o a short. holid"y truce in Der-ember but does not. intend to 
begin I1not.her prolonged bombing pause. He repeats the U.S. 
position that Hanoi must indicate that it will t.ake reciprocal action 
in response to a 11IlIt in the bombing. 

November 25. ·The Vietcong offers to observe 48-hour truces at 
both Christmas and New Year's. On November 30, South Vietnam 
follows suit, adding a 4-day period for the Vietnamese New Year 
(February 8-12). 

November 26 .. ·The New York Times reports that U.S. advisers and 
other military personnel are taking an active part in operations 
against Communist guerrillas in Thailand. 

December 2.-PreInier Ky announces tbat U.S. troops will be sta­
tioned in the Mekong Delta area, where operations previously were 
conducted solely by the South Vietnamese Army. 

December 2-5.-U.S. bombers stage heavy raids on truck depots, rail 
yards, and fuel dumps in the inunediate vicinity of Hanoi. 

December 7.- -The State Department confirms reports that U.S. 
helicopter crews are flying Thai troops to zones where antiguerrilla 
operations are taking place. 

December B., ··Pope Paul urges the combatants in Vietnlllll to extend 
the holiday truces into an annistice and begin peace negotiations. 

December B.-Air Force Secretary Brown asserts that the U.S. bomb­
ing of infiltration routes has severely hampered the enemy's capa­
bility and has reduced his ability to launch major attacks. 
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December 12.-The New York Times reports that the Soviet Union 
has sent North Vietnam 100 new Mig 17, 19, and 21 jet fighters, 
thus doubling the size of Hanoi's air force. The State Department 
and Defense Department neither confirm nor deny the report. 

December 13.-The Soviet press agency Tass claims that U.S. planes 
attacked residential areas of Hanoi. 

December 14-15.-U.S. officials admit that American aircraft have 
bombed military targets in Hanoi but deny Soviet charges. 

December 16.-00mmunist Ohina cha~es that American planes 
bombed its Embassy in Hanoi. Rumama follows suit December 17. 

December 19.-The United States asks Secretary Geneml Thant to 
take whatever steps he considers necessary to bring about cease-fire 
talks in Vietnam. 

December 21.-North Korean pilots are reported to be flying Mig jet 
fighters in North Vietnam and training Hanoi's pilots. 

December 25.-Harrison Salisbury of the New York Times begins a 
visit to North Vietuam and claims U.S. planes have bombed towns 
and cities including N amdinh, the country's third largest city. U.S. 
officials admit that American planes have "accidentally struck 
civilian areas while attempt,ing to bomb military t!"gets." . 

December 30.-Britain invitos North and South Vietnam to begm 
cease-fire talks on British territory. 

Britain invites North and South Vietnam to begin cease-fire talks on 
British territory. 

December 31.----Secretar'y General Thant, in a reply to the U.S. request 
that he take the initiative in bringing about a Vietnam settlement, 
calls on the United States to halt "unconditionally" its bombing 
of North Vietnam. 

December 31.-President Johnson states that targets bombed in North 
Vietnam are military in nature and that the United States makes 
every effort to minimize civilian casualt,ies. 

December 3t.-U.S. troop strength in South VietnalI.' reaches 389,000. 
U.S. battle deaths in Vietnam reached 6,644, while total wounded 
reached 37,738. 

1967 

January 1.-The National Liberation Front announces that ~t will 
observe a 7-day truce during the Lunar New Year celebratIOn of 
February 1967. U.S. planes down seven Oommunist Mig fighters, 
North Vietnam's biggest daily loss of the war. 

January 3.--South Vietnam accepts the British proposal of December 
30. North Vietnam rejects it. 

January 3.-North Vietnamese Premier Pham Van Dong asserts that 
, / Hanoi's four points are not "conditions". for peace. talks hut. con­
V stitute a "basis for settlement" and "valid conclUSIOns for diSCUS­

sion." U Thant states that North Vietnam's willingness t9 negotiate 
depends on an uuconditional cessation of the U.S. bombmg. . 

January 3.-Thailand aunounces its intention to send. troops to .vle~­
nam and begins to train a 2,400-man volunteer regunent; whICh IS 
expected to be sent in the summer of 1967. 

January 4.-Senate Majority Leader .Mansfield prol?os",~ that ~.S. 
troops seal off South Vietnam by settmg Up a defenSive Ime runlllng 
along the 17th parallel. Such a line, he said, should b~ exten~ed 
into Laos to cut off the Ho Ohi Minh trail and other mfiltration 
routes. 
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January 5.-North Vietnam's chief diplomatic representative in 
Western Europe states that if the United States will "definitively 
and unconditionally" stop bombing his country, Hanoi will "ex­
amine and study" proposals for n~otiations. 

January B.-Ambassador Lodge predicts "sensational" military gains 
in 1967 and that open peace negotiations would probably never 
take place. United States and South Vietnamese troops begm Oper­
ation Oedar Falls in the Mekong Delta, the largest smgle offensive 
of the war. 

January to.-In a released statement, U Thant rejects the view that 
Vietnam is vital to U.S. security and dismisses the so-called "domino 
theory." He also states his disa!;feement with "the generally held 
view that the National LiberatIOn Front in Sou th Vietnam is a 
stooge of Hanoi" and describes the NLF as "an independent 
entity" similar to the National Liberation Front of Algeria. 

January 11.-Hanoi demands that Thailand prohibit the United 
States from using bases in its territory to bomb North Vietnam. 

January lS.-Gen. Earle Wheeler, Ohairman of the Joint Ohiefs of 
Staff, says the United States will not bomb Mig bases in North 
Vietnam. 

January lS.-Representatives of seven Asian nations tell U Thant 
that the outcome of the Vietnam war is very important to the 
security of Southeast Asia and adjacent territories. 

January 15.-French editor Rene Dabernat of the ma~azine, Paris 
March stat",. that Peking informed Washington that It would not 
enter the Vietnam war, if the United States would not invade Red 
Ohina and/or North Vietnam and would not bomb the dikes of the 
Red River in North Vietnam. The State Department declines to 
comment on the statement. 

January 17.~"outh Vietnam proposes t,alks with Hanoi on extending 
the Lunar New Year's truce. 

January 20.----Senator John Stennis calls for an intensification of the 
U.S. bombing of North Vietnam to include industrial and power 
installations and jet airfields. He also ~)Jredicts that over 500,000 
American troops will be needed in South Vietnam by the end of 1967. 

January 2S.-In his annual posture statement before the Senate 
Armed Services Oommittee and Defense Appropriations Subcom­
mittee, Secretary McNamara lists enemy strength in South Vietnam 
at 275,000 men including 45,000 North Vietnamese regulars. The 
Secretary claims that U.S. strategy is limiting the buildup of Oom­
munist forces in the south, because they are losing as many men as 
they can recruit. 

January 23.-~'ienator Fulbright'S book "The Arrogance of Power" is 
published, detailing an eight-yoint peace plan for Vietnam which 
provides for a series of negotiations between aU parties concerned 
mcluding the Vietcong, the cessation of U.S. air attacks against 
North Vietnam and a reduction of U.S. military operations, and the 
eventual neutralization of South Vietnam. 

January 25.-The Associated Press reports an order by the Johnson 
administration barring American planes from venturing within 5 
miles of the center of Hanoi. 

January 25.-The President presents his budget for fiscal year 1968 
to Oongress. For Vietnam, it estimates expenditures at $21.9 billion. 
Total defense spending for fiscal 1968 is estimated at $73.1 billion. 
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Defense Department expenditures for Vietnam in fiscal 1967 are 
estimated at $19.4 billion. 

January 26.-U.S. officials acknowledge previous reports of secret 
negotiaLiolls wit.h the National LiberatIOn l<'ront but "'aim t.hat 
these dealt only with American prisoners held by tho Vietcong. 

January 2B.-N orth Vietnam's Foreign Minister aS8erts that "it is 
only after the unconditional ending of ilie bombing and other acts 
of war being carried out by the United States agai.nst North Viet­
nam that there can be talks between the two countries." He also 
reiterates that Hanoi's four points provide the hasis of a settlement. 

January 31.-Former U.S. Ambassador to Japan Edwin O. Reisch­
auer, in testimony before the Senate l<'areign Relations Committee, 
urges a prudent deescalation of the bombing of North Vietnam as It 
step ~o~ard peace talks, although he describes the prospects for 
negotIatIOns as gloomy. 

January 31.-The State Department declares that it sees no change 
in Hanoi's position on the opening of negotiations despit.e Ule 
January 28 comments of North Vietnam'. l<'oreign Minister. 

February 2.-President Johnson, at a news conference, says that he is 
unaware of any serious North VietIllunese effort. to stop the fighting 
and move toward negotiations. 

Februar1j 2.-The U.S.S.ft. charges Communist China with hampering 
its aid shipments to North Vietnam. 

February B.-The Lunar New Year's truce begins. 
February B.-Premier Kosygin, in London for discussions with British 

officials, says that an unconditional halt in the U.S. hombing of 
North Vietnalll is necessary to enable negotiations to take place. 

February B.-In a message to Pope Paul, President Johnson expresses 
the hope that the New Year's truce can be extended and open tho 
way for negotiations. 

February 9.-·Secretary Husk tells newsmen I.hat the United States 
will no t cease born bmg North Vietnam until Hanoi shows a willing­
IleH8 to reduce its military effort in t,he south. He accuse.·,; Hunoi 
of trying to secure a halt in the air raids without any limitations 
on its own military activities. 

February 10.~The State Departrnent voices "sorious concern" over 
reports that North Vietnam has taken advantage of the New Year"s 
truce to increase its supplies to Communist forces in the south. 
Ambassador Goldberg reaffirms tho U.S. willingness to onter into 
negotiations without l?reconditions. 

February 11.-The SOVIet newspaper Izvestia terms an end of the 
U.S. bombing a first step to the limiting of military operations in 
Vietnam and ultimately their cessation. 

February 12.-The Allies resume ground action with the end of the 
truce, out U.S. planes do not bomb the north. 

February 13.-Premier Kosygin ends his visit to Britain. Both Britain 
and the U .S.S. R. pledge to mako every possible effort to achieve 
peace in Vietnam. 

February 14.-Tho United States bombs North Vietnam after a pallse 
of nearly 6 days. President Johnson cites Hanoi's "mltjor resupply 
efforts" during the break as j llstification for this action. 

February 14.-Radio Hanoi declares that there can be no bargaining 
on North Vietnam's demand that the United States h"lt the 
bombing "unconditionally and for good." 

., 
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Februa'!'1l15.--8ecretary McNamara tells newsmen that the northern 
bombIng has been effective but that the major military objectives of 
the war must be achieved in South Vietnam. 

February 20.-A Chinese Communist Party newspaper publishes an 
article opposing any negotiations in return for a halt in the U.S. air 
attacks on North Vietnam. 

Fe?ruary 23-24.-25,000 Allied troops begin Operation Junction Cit;r 
In a wide area near the South Vietnam-Cambodia border. U.S. 
artillery in South Vietnam shells North Vietnam for the first time. 

February ;!I4.--8ecretary McNamara states at.a news conference that 
the Umted States llllght bomb new targets In North Vietnam. 

February 25.-A newly released Gallup Poll indicates that 67 percent 
o~ the American people favor continuing the bombing of North 
VIetnam. 

February 27.-U.S. planes begin to drop mines in North Vietnam's 
rivers. 

February 27.-A high-level North Viet.namese delegation arrives in 
Rangoon, Burma. Rumors circulate that it will meet with Secretary 
General Thant, who is vacationing there. 

March I.-North Vietnam's Premier Ph am Van Donlj states that 
he does not think there is any possibility of negotiatIOns between 
the opposing sides in Vietnam. 

March 1.-The Senate, b;V a vote of 75 to 19, passes a resolution 
tied to a $4.5 billion mihtary spending bill (for fiscal 1967) pledging 
support to .President Johnson and ol.her~ who are trying to prevent 
the expansIOn of the VlCtnam war. PreSident Johnson Signs the bill 
on March 16 with the resolution attached. 

March 2:-Se!lat.or Robe~t. Kennedy prop,?ses a three-step peace 
plan With ~letnam prOVIdIng for a suspensIOn of the U.S. bombing 
o.f Nor.th Vletn.am and an offer to negotiate within a week, negotia­
tIOns hnked wlt.h a mutual agreement not to increase the sCBJe of 
infiltration and reinforcement, and a settlement allowing all major 
polit.ical ele~en~s in S,?uth Vietn~m to participate in elections. 'rhe 
adml~lstrat\On lm".'edlat~ly reph~s, . .rea!firmmg U.S. policy that 
Rallm must reduce It.S mIhtary actiVItIes 111 response to a suspension 
of the bombing. 

March 3.-A North Vietnamese diplomat in Rangoon states that 
Secretary General Thant held discussions on Vietnam with envoys 
from Hanoi. 

March 6.-Pre~ier Kos;vgin declares that the recent U.S. escalation 
of the wltr wtll result In a corresponding increase in Communist aid 
to Hanoi. 

March B.-Former presider.lt~al ad.viser Arthur M. Schlesinger charges 
that the Johnson admllllstratlOn does not want to enter into 
negotiations on Vietnam. 

M,!rch 1O.-U.S. warplanes bomb the North Vietnamese Thainguyen 
Iron and steel works for the fir"t time. 

March 15.-President Johnson announces in N'lshvillc t.hat Ellsworth 
Bunker will replace Henry Cabot Lodge as U.S. Ambassador to 
South Vietnam. 

March 16-20.-The House and Senate pass a $12.2 billion supplemen­
tal (fiscal 1967) defense money bill for Vietnam. Senate vote 77-3' 
House vote, 385-11. ' , 
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March 20.-President Johnson arrives on Guam for meetings with 
United States and South Vietnamese officials. Premier KYl in his 
opening speech, opposes a coalition government in South Vietnam 
which would include the Vietcong. 

March 2I.-N orth Vietnam's Foreign Ministry discloses that President 
Johnson and Ho Chi Minh exchanged letters in February. Ho re­
jected the Pr .. ident's call for peace talks unless Ute United States 
halted the bombing and all other acts of war against North Vietnam. 

March 22.-U.S. officials announce plans to base B-52 bombers in 
Thailand for use in Vietnam. 

March 23.--8enator Edward Brooke, upon his return from Southeast 
Asia, shifts his position on Vietnam to one of general support for 
administration policy. He expresses t,he opinion that North Vietnam 
at present is not interested in meaningful negot,iatioJlH. 

March 26.--8enat,or Stuart Symington suggests that the United States 
should bomb more meaningful targets in N ort,h Vietnam and indi­
cates such targets should include Hanoi's Mig airfields. 

March 27.~"outh Vietnam's Government approves the new consti­
tution voted by t,he Oonstituent Assembly on March 18. The 
constitution was promulgated on April I. 

April I.-The Government also decrees that elections for the President, 
and the Senate will be held September 1,1967, while the lower house 
of the Parliament will be chosen October 1, 1967. 

March 27.-A Senate Armed Services subcommittee issues a report 
charging that restrictions on U.S. pilots bombing North Vietnam 
have resulted in increased American casualties in the air war. 
The report propos .. a relaxation of these limitations. 

March 28.-Secretary General Thant discloses that, on March 14, he 
proposed to both SIdes a "standstill" truce in Vietnam as a first step 
toward peace negotiations. The United States and Sou th Vietnam 
approved the plan but Hanoi rejected it. 

March 28.-Communist China's Premier Chou En-lai, in an interview 
published in several U.S. newspapers in May, warns that Ohilll1 
will enter the war if a U.S. invasion of North Vietnam occurs which 
threatenH China's "security". Chou states that lfAmcricans won't 
be allowed to approach our borders." He reportedly stl1tes that 
China would intervene if Hanoi was threatened with a "sellout 
peace" arranged b;y the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. He repeat~ past 
statements by Clunes" leaders t.hl1t war betwcen the U.S. and 
China is inevitable, but does not indicate that he believes such a 
war is imminent. Chou states that the Chinose had warned North 
Vietnamese leaders in January not to propmm negotiations with the 
United States in exchange for a cessation of the bombing of North 
Vietnam. 

March 81-April I.-Senator Josel,h Clark proposes that the United 
States put U Thant's stl1ndsti I cel1se-fire into effect unilaterally. 
Thant endorses Cll1rk's idel1. 

April 3.-The St.ate Department expresses concern that North 
Vietnam is brainwashing captured American pilots to obtain propa­
gandl1 statements attackmg U.S. policy. 

April 8.--8l1igon announces it will observe a I-day' truce on Buddha's 
birthday, May 23. The United States Bays it will observe t.he truce, 
including It halt to all bombing, but states that if the Oommnnists 
use the period to resupply tbeir troops then air attacka might be 
resumed. 

.. 
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April II.-U.S. officials state that the Soviet Union and Communist 
China have apparently worked out an agreement to speed the flow 
of Soviet aid to North Vietnam. 

April I8.-A SEATO ministerial meeting_opens in Washington. Adm. 
Ulysses S. G. Sharp, commander of U.S. Pacific Forces, tells a 
Pentagon news conference that at least three North Vietnamese 
divisions threaten "a large-scale attack" along South Vietnam's 
northern border. 

April I8.--8aigon, in response to a Oanadian proposal, suggests that 
0.ne means of bringi.n.g a~out peace migh~ be a withdrawal by both 
SIdes from the demIlitarIzed zone. HanOI had already rej ected the 
Canadian proposal. 

April I9.-The United States proposes that both sides pull back mili­
tary forces 10 miles from the demilitarized border zone as a first 
step toward peace talks. The North Vietnamese on April 21 rejected 
the proposal, calling it a "trick." The NFL on April 23 denounced 
the U.S. proposal. 

April 20.-The SEATO ministers end their conference by issuing a 
communique stressing "that reciprocit;y is an essential element of 
any acceptable proposal for reduction m the fighting" in Vietnam. 

April20:-U.S. planes bomb two powerplants inside Haiphong for the 
first tIme. The United States and allies participating in the Vietnam 
war hold a strategy conference in Washington. 

April 24.-U.S. planes attack two North Vietnamese MIG bases, 
marking the first strike against such installations. 

April 24.-Communist China claims to have shot down 2 U.S. jets 
over Kwangsi Province bordering North Vietnam. 

April26.~"ecretary McNamara states that North Vietnamese MIG 
activity has increased sufficiently within the last 3 weeks to justify 
bombing raids on the MIG bas ... 

April 27.-The Vietcong announces in a radio broadcast that it will 
observe a 48-hour truce for Buddha's birthday on May 23. 

APT.iI27.~ena~or John McOlel\an charges that the use of some U.S. 
aId f~nd~ In Vwtnam ha~ been Improper and "of hi~hly questionable 
legahty. He also deSCrIbes the program as shOWIng "gross laxity 
and inefficiency." 

April 28.-In a speech before Oongress, Gen. William Westmoreland 
p~edicts that U.S. forces will "prevail in Vietnam over the Oommu­
mst aggressor." He also asserts that "in evaluating the enem;y 
strategy, it is evident to me tl1l1t he believes our Achilles heel IS 
our resolve." 

April 29.--8tate Department officials warn of the possibility of a full­
scale North Vietnamese invasion across the demilitarized zone and 
assert that a major attack of this type could change the nature of 
the war from a guerrilla to It conventional one. 

April30.-Communist China rejects a recent appeal by Soviet Com­
munist Party leader Brezhnev for unity in aiding North Vietnam 
and the Vietcong. 

April 30.--8outh Vietnam rules out any extension of the truce on 
Buddha's birthday without direct negotiations between Saigon and 
North Vietnam. 

May 1.-In a speech before the annual meeting of the U.S. Ohamber 
of Oommerce, Secretary Rusk lists 28 peace projlOsals "made by 
ourselves and others" which North Vietnam had turned down. 
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May I.-The Senate Republican Policy Committee releas&'! a staff 
study critical of many aspects of U.S. Vietnam policy. The report 
questioned whether Repuhlicans should continue to support "an 
open-ended-unilateral commitment to an Asian land war." Some 
Republican Senators, including Senate Minority Leader Dirksen, 
insIsted this did not mean that Republicans might withdraw their 
support of administration policy in Vietnam. Senator Dirksen said 
that while "preserving t.he right of full and fair inquiry and criti­
cism-we reaffirm our position standing four-square behind (the 
Commander-in-Chief) and our field, air and sea commanders in 
Sout.heast Asia." 

Ma" 2.---The New York Times reports information received from 
"Informed sources" in Saigon that General Westmoreland had 
asked President .Tohnson to increase American strength in Vietnam 
to at least 600,000 men. 

Ma"II.-At It news conference, President. Johnson stat&'! that he has 
no "imminent" plans to substantially increase U.S. fighting strengt.h 
in Vietnam. 

May 4.-Testifying before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Sec­
retary Rusk declares that the United States "is not contemplating 
any nuclear ultimatum to North Vietnam" and insists that the 
United States remains ready and eager to meet with North Vietnam­
ese leaders. He rules out, however, any unconditional halt t.o the 
American bombing of North Vietnam. 

May 4.--8enator Cooper warns of the danger of " confront,ation with 
Communist China if the Vietnam war continues to cRcalate. He 
calls on the administration to eonfine bombing to infiltration 
routes entering South Vietnam. 

May 5.-U.S. Marines capture the third and final peak of Hill 8R1 
after days of bitter fighting. 

May B.-Administration officials state that t.he United States did not 
bomb the immediate Hanoi area from mid-December t.o late April 
in an unsuccessful effort to open negotiations wHh North Vietnam. 
Washington reportedly informed the Ho Chi Minh regime that if 
it took reciprocal steps, the Unit.ed States would make other moves 
to deescahtte the fight.ing. 

May 10.-U.N. Secretary General Thant calls on the United States to 
"take a calculated risk" and halt the bombing of N ort.h Vietnam. 
He asserts his belief t.hat such a step would result in peace talks 
within "a few weeks' time." 

May 11.~<;ecretary General Thant. expresses his fear that "the initi"l 
p'hase of world war III" is being fought in Vietnam. He states that 
If the present trend in the fighting continues, a United States­
Chinese Communist confrontation is inevitable. 

May 11.--8outh Vietnam's Premier Ky tells his Cabinet that he will 
run for president in the election scheduled for ~eptember :l. L.ate~, 
Lt. Gen. Nguyen van Thieu, the country's chief of state, saId It 
was "entirely possible" that he would oppose Ky in the contest. 

May IS.-Premier Ky indicates he might respond "milit .. rily" if a 
civilian whose policies he disagreed with is elected president. Ky 
also declares that press censorship will continue during the election 
campaign. On his reasons for continuing censorship, Ky on .June 18 
stated: "There are parts of a constitution that can be respected 
right away and there are others that take time." 
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May 14.--8outh Vietnam's Chief of State Thieu states his belief that 
50,000 American or allied troops will be needed 10 to 20 years after 
the end of the Vietnam war to guard against future aggression. 
He ,lIso stutes that he expects heavy lighting to contInue for 
2 to 3 years followed by :1 or 4 years of cleanup operations. 

May 11/.-" General Lewis W. Walt, U.S. Marine Commander in Viet­
nam, st.at,es t.hat more allied troops are needed there, particularly 
in order to immre the success of the pacification effort. 

May 15.--South Viet.nam's National Assembly rules that military 
mon can run for the presidency in the September a elections with­
out resigning from the armed forces. 

May 15. -Senat.or Mansfield, in a Senate speech, repeats previous 
calls for f1 U.N. Security Council meeting, to be atl,ended by all 
bclligerent.s, t.o debate and Itt.tempt, to achieve a peltceful solution 
of the Vietnam war. 

May 17.--Sixtecn U.S. Senlltors, who in the past have crit,icized the 
extent of American involvement, in Vietnam, iSf:me a statement 
urging North Vietnam t.o negotiate and warning that, despite dis­
agreements with some nspeeb4 of U.s. policy, they remain "stead­
fastly opposed" to an unilateral withdrawal of Americnn forces. 

May 1B19.-U.S. and South Viet.namese forces for the first time in 
the war, move into t.ho demilitltrized zone separat.ing North and 
South Vietnam while U.R. planes bomb a powerplant 1 mile north 
of the center of Hanoi. 

May JB.--South Viot,nalll's ehiof of stat.e Thieu declares his candidacy 
for President in the September :l elections. 'I'hen on June 14 made a 
"formal" announeernent of his candidacy. 

May 21.~In a t,elevision interview, Genemll<Jarle Wheeler, Chairman 
of t.he Joint. Chiefs of Staff, stat,es that U.s. commanders in Vietnam 
have strict orders to stay out of North Vietnam even if engaged in 
"hot pursuit" of the enemy. He said that: "We have no intention of 
invltding North Vietnltm." 

May 22.~ln issuing his Memorial Day proclamat.ion, President 
.Tohnson calls on North Vietnam to help nogotiate a way "out of this 
bloody impasse." 

May 211.~St.ltte Department officials reportedly state that if Com­
munist Ohina intervenes with maSSIve force,.~ in Vietnam, the 
United States would have to t.ake action with everything it had. 
They add that. t,hey consider a Chinese intervention very unlikely at 
the present time. 

May 24.-Former Premier Trun Van Huong annOuncf'A'i his eandidacy 
for PrcHident. of Sout.h Vietnaln. 

May 110.- -Secretary of Defense McNamara authorizes t.he Navy to 
spend $8()O,O()() for "exploratory" demothballing of the hattleship 
New Je'rsey to see how mueh it; will CORt to prepare it for service off 
Vietnam. Press rcports eltrlier in May had claimed a decision had 
been Illafie by the Defense Departlnent to recommission a battle­
ship for Vietnam service. 

May ."i1.-The National Liberation 'Front issues a statement that 
it will "respect the territorial integrity of Cambodia in its present V 
borders" and "recognize and undertake to respect, the present 
border between Houth Vietnam and Cambodia." 

Jwne 11.-U.S. jets IItt.ack the North Vietnamese airfield at Kep. 
(Reconnaissance photos show 10 MIG's destroyed or damaged.) 

79-662 0--67---4 
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June lS.-'south Vietnam releases 39 sick and wounded North Viet­
namese prisoners at the border separating North and South Vietnam. 
According to prees reports, tbe U.S. Government lrompted the 
move because of its concern over the treatment of merican cap­
tives in North Vietnam and in the hope that Hanoi might respond 
by releasing sick and wounded prisoners. 

June lS.-U.S. military spokesmen state that U.S. planes have 
destroyed 115 North Vietnamese aircraft, roughly equal to the 
strength of the North Vietnamese combat air force in 1965. How­
ever, American intelligence sources reportedly have stated that 
Soviet deliveries of MIG fighters have kept the Hanoi air force 
at a strength of 100 planes or more. 

June lS.-Prince Norodom Sihanouk announces that Cambodia will 
establish diplomatic relations with North Vietnam and that both 
Hanoi and tho Vietcong have recognized Cambodia's frontiers. 

June 15. -The Constitutent Assembly, acting as the provisional 
national legislature, promull;(ates the electoral law for both sena­
torial and presidential electIOns in South Vietnam. The law IlILd 
been paesed by the assembly on May 16. Both elections are sched­
uled to take place on September 3. All senatorial candidates will 
run on a na.tionwide basis. 

June 15.-Premier Ky states that 600,000 U.S. troops are needed in 
Vietnam. Ky also said he had changed his mind about his earlier 
statement that he would not oppose Chief of Staff Thieu in the 
presidential election. 

June lB.-U.S. pilots fly 166 missions against targets in North Viet­
nam, making this the heaviest day of air activity since last 
November. 

June 20.-The United States formally expressed regret for damages 
caused to the Soviet ship Turkestan on June 2 off the North Viet­
namese port of Campha. The Department of Defense on June 18 
had conceded that firo from U.S. planes aimed at antiaircraft guns 
protecting Campha may have struck the Turkestan. The U.S. note 
added that every effort would be made to "insure that such inci­
dents do not occur." The United States had earlier denied Soviet 
charges that Americanplanes had damaged the Soviet ship. 

June S2.-According to DeJlartment of Defense figures, total U.S. 
troop strength in South Vietnam is 463,000 as of June 17. U.S. 
combat deaths stand at 11,099 and number of wounded totals 
67,083. J<'our hundred seventy-six U.S. servicemen are missing 
while 184 are captured or interned. U.S. deaths resulting from 
noncombat causes reaches 2,159. Total AltVN (Army of the lte­
public of Vietnam) strength is over 600,000, while ARVN deaths 
total 47,695. Other free world forces in South Vietnam total 54,000. 
Communist force strength in South Vietnam is estimated to be 
294,000, including 50,000 North Vietnamese regulars. 
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B. OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS ON UNITED STATES· 
VIETNAM RELATIONS' 

(On March 8, IBJ,fJ, France Bi.gned an agre~ment 'I1?ith the state of 
Vietnam uruler Bao Va>, agre .. ng to recogmze the ,ruleperulenee of 
VietMm. Similar agreements were later signed with Oambodia arul 
LM8.) 

UNITED STATES RECOGNITION OF VIET-NAM, LAOS, 
AND CAMBODIA: Statement by the Department of State, 
February 7, 1950' 

The Government of the United States has accorded diplomatic rec­
ognition to the Government.; of the State of Viet N am, the Kingdom 
·of Laos and the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

The President, therefore, has instructed the American consul gen­
<3ral at Saigon to inform the heads of Government of the State of 
Viet Nam, the Kingdom of Laos, and the Kingdom of Cambodia that 
we extend diplomatic recognition to their Governments and look for­
ward to an exchange of diplomatic representatives between the United 
States and these countries. 

Our diplomatic recognition of these Governments is based on the 
formal establishment of the State of Viet N am, the Kingdom of Laos, 
and the Kingdom of Cambodia as independent states within the French 
Union; this recognition is consistent with our fundamental policy of 
giving support to the peaceful and democratic evolution of dependent 
peoples toward self-government and independence. 

In June of last year, this Government expreesed its gratification. at 
the signing of the France-Viet Namese agreements of M.irch 8, wInch 
provided the basis for. the evolution of Viet Namese in~epende.nce 
within the French Ulllon. These agreements, together WIth sanIlar 
accords between France and the Kingdoms of Laos and Cam bod in, 
have now boon ratified by the French National Assembly and signed by 
t he President of the French Republic. This ratification has estab­
lished the indeJ?endence of Viet Nam, Laos, and Cambodia as associ­
ated states witlnn the French Union. 

It is anticipated that the full implementation of these basic agree­
ments and of supplementary accords which have been negotmted 
and are awaiting ratification will promote political stability and the 
gTOwth of effective democratic institutions III Indochina. This Gov­
ernment is considering what steps it may take at this time to further 
these objectives and to assure, in collaboration with other like-minded 
nations, that this development shall not be hindered by internal dissen­
sion fost.ered from abroad. 

I The matter printed In ltllllea 18 a starr Dote on the document. and Dot part of the 
~melal text. 

I Department ot Btate BuUetbl, Feb. 20, 19M, pp. 291-292. 
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The status of the American consulate general in Saigon will be raised 
to that of a legation, and the Minister who will be accredited to all 
three states will be appointed by the President. 

(Hostilitie8 between the French and Viet Minh Forc68 began late 
in 19461I1n1i gradually wor8ened '/J/fItil the Geneva Agreement8 of 1964. 
This statement mo:rka the beginning of V.S. military and eoonomie 
aaaiatanae to the Associated States and France to restore stability in 
the area. Formal agreements were signed later.) 

EXTENSION OF MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID: State­
ment by the Secretary of State, May 8, 1950 ' 

The [French] Foreign Minister and I have just had an exchange of 
views on the situation m Indochina and are in general agreement both 
as to the urgency of the situation in that area and as to the necessity 
for remedial action. We have noted the fact that the problem of 
meeting the threat to the security of Viet N am, Cambodia, and Laos 
which now enjoy independence within the French Union is primarily 
the responsibility of France and the Governments and peoples of 
Indochma. The United States recognizes that the solutIOn of the 
Indochina problem depends both upon the restoration of security 
and upon the development of genuine nationalism and that United 
States assistance can and should contribute to these major objectives. 

The United States Government, convinced that neither national 
independence nor democratic evolution exist in any area dominated 
by Soviet imperialism, considers the situation to be such as to warrant 
its according economic aid and military equipment to the Associated 
States of Indochina and to France in order to assist them in restoring 
stability and permitting these states to pursue their peaceful and 
democratic development. 

'ECONOMIC AID PROGRAM: Note From the American 
Charge d'Affaires at Saigon to the Chiefs of State of Viet·Nam, 
Laos, and Cambodia, May 24, 1950' 

I have the honor to inform you that the Government of the United 
States has decided to initiate a program of economic aid to the States 
of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. My Government has reached this 
decision in order to assist Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam to restore 
stability and pursue their peaceful and democratic development. 

WiLli these purposes in mind, the United States Government is 
establishing, with headquarters in Saigon and associated with the 
United States Legation, a special economic mission to Cambodia 
Laos, and Vietnam. This mission will have the responsibility of 
working with the Governments of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietllam and 

1 Issued at ParIa, where the Seet'f'tllry ot State WilY B ttcnding 8. Wel>tern }I·orel.gn 
MtnisterH meeting; Department ot State Bulletin, May 22 1950 p. S21. 

I Department ot 8tate BtdleUn, June 12, IOaO, pp. 977-97S. David Brucf!, the American 
Ambassador at Paris, simultaneously delivered an Identical Dote to the President or the 
French Union. 
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with the French High Commissioner in developing and· carrying out 
a coordinated pr0ll"'am of economic aid designed to assist the three 
countries in restormg their normal economic life. The members of 
the American economic mission will, at all times, be subject to the 
authority of the Government of the United States and will not 
become a part of the administrations of the Associated States. 

The Government of the United States recognizes that this American 
assistance will be complementary to the effort made by the three 
Associated States and France, Without any intention of substitution. 
American aid is designed to reinforce the joint effort of France and 
the Governments and peoples of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam, on 
whom rests the primary responsibility for the restoration of security 
and stability. 

United States economic aid will be granted in accordance with 
separate bilateral agreements between each of the Associated States 
and the United StatAls of America. The approval of these agreements 
will be subject to legal conventions existmg between the Associated 
States and France. Initial economic aid operations, however, may 
begin prior to the concl usion of these agreements. 

The United States Government is of the opinion that it would be 
desirable for the three governments and the French High Commis­
sioner to reach agreement among themselves for the coordination of 
those matters relating to the aid program that are of common interest. 
The American economic mission will maintain contact with the three 
Associated Statesl with the French High Commissioner in Indochina 
and, if desired, With any body which may be set up by the Associated 
States and France in connection with the aid program. 

Mr. Robert Blum has been appointed Chief of the United States 
special economic mission to Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. 

Identical letters are being addressed today to the governments of 
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and the President of the French Union. 

THE MILITARY AID PROGRAM: Statement by the Depart· 
ments of State and Defense, September 23, 1951' 

Discussions which have been going on for the past week between 
General of the Arm;r, Jean de Lattre de Tassi~l' French High Com­
missioner in Indochma, and Commander in Ch,e of the French Union 
Forces in Indochina, and officials of the Departments of Defense and 
State were concluded September 22 in an atmosphere of cordiality 
and unity of purpose. 

The participants were in complete agreement that the successful 
defense of Indochina is of great importance to the defense of all 
Southeast Asia. United States officials stated that General de Lat­
tre's presentation of the situation in that area had been invaluable to 
them and had demonstrated that United States and French policies 
in the Associated States were not at variance. 

In the course of the discussions with the Department of Defense, 
the military-aid program for Indochina was reexamined, with the 

1 Department or 8tnte Bunet"', Oct. 8, 19ftl, p. G70. 
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result that considerable improvement will be made in the rate of 
deliveries of many items of equipment. General de Lattre has been 
advised that the question of addItional aid for the French and Viet­
namese forces in Indochina in the fiscal year 1952 program is under 
study by the United States Government. 

THE DEFENSE OF INDOCHINA: Communique Regarding 
Discussions Between Representatives of the United States, 
France, Viet·Nam, and Cambodia, June 18, 1952' 

Mr. Jean Letourneau, Minister in the French Cabinet for the 
Associated States in Indochina, has just concluded a series of conver­
sations with U.S. Government officials from the Department of State, 
Department of Defense, the Office of Director for Mutual Security, 
the Mutual Security Agency, and Department of the Treasury. The 
Ambassadors of Cambodia and Viet-Nam have also participated in 
these talks. 

The principle which governed this frank and detailed exchange of 
views and information was the common recognition that the struggle 
in which the forces of the French Union and the Associated States are 
engaged against the forces of Communist aggression in Indochina is 
an integral part of the world-wide resistance by the Free Nations to 
Communist attempts at conguest and subversion. There WaS unani­
mous satisfaction over the vIgorous and successful course of military 
operations, in spite of the continuous comfort and aid received by the 
Communist forces of the Viet-Minh from Communist China. The 
excellent performance of the Associated States' forces in battle was 
found t~ be a source of particular encouragement. Special tribute 
was paid to the 52,000 officers and men of the French Union and 
Associated States' armies who have been lost in this six years' struggle 
for freedom in Southeast Asia and to the 75,000 other casualties. 

In this common struggle, however, history, strategic factors, as 
well as local and general resources require that the free countries 
concerned each assume primary responsibility for resistance in the 
specific areas where Communism hIlS resorted to force of arms. Thus 
the United States assumes a large share of the burden in Korea while 
France has the primary role in Indochina. The partners, however, 
recognize the obligation to help each other in their areas of primary 
responsibility to the extent of their capabilities and within the limita­
tions imposed by their global obliB'".:tions as well as by the require­
ments in their own areas of special responsibility. It was agreed 
that success in this continuing struggle would entail an increase in 
the common effort and that the United States for its part will, there­
fore, within the limitations set by Congress, take steps to expand its 
aid to the French Union. It was further agreed that this increased 
assistance over and above present U.S. aid for Indochina, which now 
approximates one third of the total cost of Indochina operations, 
would be especially devoted to assisting France in the buildmg of the 
national armies of the Associated States. 

1 Department of State Bulletfn, June 80. 1952, p. 1010, 
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Mr. Letoumeau reviewed the facts which amply demonstrate the 
determination of the Associated States to pursue with increased energy 
the ~t l'(~lIgthening o~ their authority nnd i~ltegrity both against internal 
subversion and ao'nmst external aggressIOll. 

In this connection 1\11'. Letourneau reminded the part.icip~n~ that 
the "c"ord, of lMU, whi"h established tIle indepmldence wI!}lIn the 
Fren"h Union of Cambodia, Laos and V.et-Nam, have been h?er~lly 
interpreted and supplemented by other !'greements, thus consohdatmg 
this independence. MI'. Letourneau l,'oillted out that the govemments 
of thc Associated Stat"s now exercIse full authority except that a 
strictly limited number of services rel~te~ to the necessities of the 
war now in progress remam tempol'Unly m French hands. In Ole 
course of the examination of the I .. "ar I~astern economic and trade 
situ.tinn, it "'as noted that the Governments of the Associat,ed Sta~,es 
arc fI'PB to lI{'gotiat.c trade treaties and ngrt~elll.('nts of all kInds WIth 
their neighbors subject only to whatever sp',Clal arrnngements may 
be agl'l'ed between members of the French Union. . . 

It was noted that these st.)te" have been recognIzed by tlurty-three 
foreign governments. . . 

Tllc cOllv(,J'flutions reaffirmed the rOllunon deternunutlOl1 of t.he 
pltrticipants to prosecute the defense of Indochina and th~il' confidence 
III a free peaceful and prosperous future for CambodIa, Laos, and . , 
Vwt-Nam. 

Mr. Letonrneau was received by the Prcsident, Mr. Acheson,. and 
Mr. Foster as Acting Secretary of Defense. Mr. John AllIson, 
Assistant S~cretnry of State for Far Eastern Affltirs, acted as Chair­
man of the lJ.S. Delegation participating ill the conversations. 

SUPPORT BY NATO OF THE FRENCH UNION DEFENSE 
. EFFOHTS IN INDOCHINA: Resolution Adopted by the North 

Atlantic Council, December 17, 1952' 

The North Atlantic Council 
Recognizes that resistance to direct or indirect aggression in a.ny 

part of the world is an essential contribution to the common securIty 
of t.he free world; 

HAVING lllOEN INFORMED at its meeting in Paris on the 16th Decem­
ber of the latest developments in the military and political situation 
in Indo-China; 

Expresses its wholehearted admiration for the ,:aliant [md long, con­
tinued struggle by the French forces and the armIeS of the Assoemted 
States against Communist aggression; ftnd 

Acknowledges that the resIstance of the free nations in South-East 
Asia as in Korea is in fullest harmony with the aims and ideals of the 
Atlantic Community; 

And !herefore ag:ees that the camp~i~ waged by the French Union 
force. m Indo-Chm" deserves contmumg support from the NA'ro 
governments. 

1 Department of State Bulletfn, Jnn. 5, tOG3, p. 4. 
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ADDITIONAL UNITED STATES AID FOR FRANCE AND 
INDOCHINA: Joint Franco-American Communique, Sep­
tember 30, 1953' 

The forces of France llnd the Associated States in Indochina have 
for 8 years been engaged in a bitter srtuggle to prevent the engulfment 
of Southeast Asia by the forces of international communism. The 
heroic efforts and sacrifices of these French Union allies in assuring 
the liberty of the new and independent states of Cambodia, Laos and 
Vietnanr has earned the admirntion and support of the free world. 
In recognition of the French Union effort the United States Govern­
ment has in the past furnished aid of various kinds to the Uovernmmlls 
of Frnnce and the Associated States to assist in bringing the long 
struggle to an early and victorious conclusion. 

The French Government is firmly resolved to C:trry out in full its 
declaration of July 3, 105:3, by which is announced its intention of 
perfecting the independellee of the three Associa ted States in Indo­
china, through llegotiations with the Associated States. 

The U')I'ernments of France and the United States Imve now 
agreed thal, in support of plans of the French Government for the 
intensified prosecutIOn of the war ";!Iainst the Viet Minh, the United 
States will make available to the .n-ench Government prior to De­
cember;{l 1954 additional financial reHOUlTes not to exceed $385 
million. This aid is in addition to funds already earmarked by the 
United StMes for aid to France and the Associated States. 

The French Govemment is determined to make every effort to 
break up and destroy the regular enemy forces in Indochina. Toward 
this end t he government intends to carry thl'ough, in close coopera.tion 
with t.he Cambodian, Laotian, and Vietnamese Governments, t.he 
plnns fOl' increasing the Associaterl Stutes fol'cPS while inere-asing 
temporarily French forces to levels cOllsidered neces~al'y to as.,)Ul'C 

the success of existing military plans. The additional United States 
aid is designed to help make it. possible to ,,,,hieve these objectives 
wit.h maximum speed and effectiveness. 

The increased French effort in Indochina will not entllil any basic 
or permu,nent alteration of the French Govenlment's plans and pl'o~ 
grams for its NA1'O forces. 

(On May 7i 1954 Dien Bien Ph", lell to Viet Minh Forces after a 
long siege. 'M .. development led Franae to submit armu,tioe pro­
p08als to the Geneva Oonferenae c01l//)ened the previous month to du,­
CUB8 Korea and "peace in Indochina." Thu, 8tatement BetB forth the 
United State8 pos.tion on the Geneva negotiations.) 

• • • • • • • 
THE THREAT OF DIRECT CHINESE COMMUNIST IN­

I· TERVENTION IN INDOCHINA: Address by the Secretary 
of State, June 11,1954 (Excerpt) • 

At the moment, Indochina is the area where international com­
munism most vigorously seeks expansion under the leadership of Ho 

1 Department or State Build' •• Oct. 12, 1958 pp. t86-487 . 
• Deltftred betore the Loe AnJrelee World Affaire Counell, Loll Anple., Department 01 

State B.U." .... JUDe 28, 19M. pp.971-978. 
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Chi-Minh_ Last year President Eisenhower, in his great "Chance f?r 
Peace" address said that "aggression in Korea and Southeast ASIa 
are threats to the whole free community to be met by united action_" 
But the French were then opposed to wh~t they c.alled "internatiol.'al­
izing" the war. They preferred to treat It as a CIvIl war of rebellIon. 
However, on July 3, 1953, the French Government made a publ.1C 
declaration of independence for the three AssoCIa~d States, and m 
September it adopted the so-called Navarre plan, whICh contemplated 
a rapid buildup of national native forces. The United States then 
agreed to underwrite the cos~ of this pl.an. . . 

But last winter the fightmg was mtensdied and the long stram 
began to tell in terms of the nttitude of the French pe,?ple towa~d a 
war then in its eighth year. Last March, after the sIege of DIen­
Bien-Phu had begun, I renewed Presi~ent E~senhower's proposal that 
we seek conditions whIch would permIt a unIted defense for the area. 
I went to Europe on this mission, and it seemed that there was agree­
ment on our proposal. liut when we moved to translate that pro­
posal into reality, some of the parties held back because they had 
concluded that any steps to create a united defense should await the 
results of the Geneva Conference_ 

Meanwhile the burdens of a collective defense in IndochiM hn ve 
mounted. TllC Communists have practiced dilatory negotiating at 
Geneva, while intensifying thei~ fighting in. Indochina. The Fren<:h 
and national forces feel the stram of mountmg enemy power on theIr 
front and of political llI.'certainty at their rear.. I ~Id. the Senate 
Foreign RelatIOns CommIttee last week that the sItuatIon IS grave but 
by no means hopeless. The future depends largely on decisions 
awaited at Paris, London,.and. Geneva. . . . 

The situation in In~ochlll~ IS not \ hat o.f open mIl!tary aggressIOn b;r 
the Chinese CommulllH! re!(lm~. 'I hus, m Indoch!na, the problem IS 
one of restoring tranqUIllIty III an area where dIsturbances are fo­
mented from Co~munist ~~hina, but w.here .ther.e is no op~n invasion 
by Communist Chma. TIllS task of paCIficatIOn, m our opmlOn, cannot 
be successfully met merely by u,!ilateral armed intervention. SO.me 
other conditions need to be establIshed. Throughout these Indochma 
developments the United States has held to a stable and consistent 
course and h;s made clear the c0l.'~itions which, in its opini~m,. mi~ht 
justify intervention. These condItIons were and are (1) an mVltatIon 
from the present lawful authori!ies; (2) c)ear assurance of. complete 
independence t.o I.aos CambodIa, and Vlet-Nam; (3) eVIdence of 
concern by the United Nations; (4) a joinin~ in the collective effort of 
some of the other nations of the area; and ~5) assurance that France 
will not. itself withdraw from the battle untIl it is won_ 

Only if these conditions were realized could the President. and t~e 
Congress be justified in asking the American people to make the sacrI­
fices incident to committing our Nation, with others, to using force to 
help to restore peace in the area. 

Anoqler problem mig~t howev:er, arise. If the CJ.li~ese Com.mu­
nisI. regIme were to show 111 Indochma or elsewhere that It 18 determmed 
to pursue the path of overt military aggression, then the s!tuation 
would be different and another issue would emerge. That contmgency 
has already been referred to publicly by the President an~ myself, 
The President, in his April 16, 1953, address, and I myself, In an ad-
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dress of Septenlber 2, 1953, made clear that the United States would 
take a grave view of allY future overt military Chinese Communist 
aggression ill relution to the Pacific or Southeast Asia area. Sueh Itn 
aggression would threaten island and penillsular positions which se­
cure the United States and its allies. 
If such overt military aggression occurred, that would be a delibel'llte 

~hreat to the Unit"d States itself. The United States would of course 
Invoke the processes of the United Nations and consult with its nllies. 
But ~e could not escape ultimate responsibility for decisiolls closely 
touchmg our own securIty and self-defense. 

r.f'hcre are sOJlle~ IJRl'ticularly abroad, who seem to assume that t.he 
attItude of the UnIted States 1I0ws from a desire for a general IVaI' with 
Communist China. That is clearly false. If we had wanted such II 

war, .it could easily have been based on the presence of Chinese agO'rcs­
SOl'S In ~(orea. But last July in spite of difficulties which at times 
seemed lnsuperable, we concluded a Korean armistice with Communist 
China. How could it be more smely demonstrated that we have both 
the will to make peace and the competence to make peace! 

Your Government wants peace, and the Americltn people want 
peace. But should there ever be openly launched an attack that the 
American people would clearly recognize as a threat to oUt' own 
security, then the right of self-preservation would d,mlllnd that we­
regar.dless of any other countl),-mcet the issue squarely. 

It IS the task of statesmanshIp to seek peuce Ilnd deter war while 
at th~ ,same time pl'C'servillg vital natiollal intereHts. Under IH'cHcnt 
con~lItlOns that dual result is not ellsy to achieve, and it cannot be 
Il~hl~ved.at all unless your Government is backed b:y a people who are 
wlllmg, If need be, to sacrifice to prcserve their vllal interests. 

At the Geneva Conference I said: "Peace is always easy to achieve­
by surrender." Your Government docs not propose to buy peace at 
that price: We do not believe that the American people want peace 
at.lhat prwe. So long as that is our national will, and so Ion" as that 
WIll be backed by It capacity for effective action, our Nation ~an face 
the future with that calm confidence which is the due of those who, in 
a troubleil world, hold fast that which is good. 

(The Oc'!"wa Agreemcnt" theoretirally ended the war between 
Freneh,unwn force" and the Fictmin" in !.a08 Oambodia, and Viet­
nam. 1he.<e states "'ere to become fully independent countrieB, 1!Jith the 
last-,,;amed 'fXlrtitioned near the 17th l)(Jralell into two slo,ies J>ending 
reur;4icatimt through "free elections" to be held by July 20 1956. The 
Unded States and Vietnam are not signatories to these af"eements.) 

'AGREEMENT ON THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES IN 
VIET-NAM, July 20, 1954 ' 

CnAI'TER I-PnovISIONAL 1\11LITAUY DEl\IARCATION LINJ<~ .\Nn 

Article 1 
DE1\ULITAIUZED ZONE 

A provisional military demarcatio!, line shall be fixed, on either side 
of wluch the forces of the two partIes shall be regrouped after their 

1 IC/42/Hev. 2, 20 July IDI')4. 
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withdrawal, the forces of the People's Army of Viet-Nam to the north 
of the line and the forces of the French Union to the south. 

The provisional military demarcation line is fixed liS shown on the 
map attached (omitted). 

It is also agreed that a demilitarized zone shall be estahlislwd on 
either side of the demarcation line, to a width of not more thull 5 kms. 
from it, to net as n buffer zone and avoid any incidents which might 
result m the resumption of hostilities. 
Article e 

Th" period within which the movement of nil the forces of either 
pllrty inlo its regrouping zone on either side of tho provisiollal mililary 
demarcation line shall be completed shall not exeepd Ih,'p" hlllHlrcd 
(:lOO) days from the dllte of the present Agreemenl's entry into force. 

AT/ide 3 
Wh<lll tho provisional military demarcation line coincides with It 

"'nterway, the waters of sHch waterway shall be open to civil nnvign­
tion by both lmrties wherever one bRnk is controlled by one party and 
the other ban {by the other pnrty. The .Joint Commission shall estnb­
lish rilles of navi!~ati()n for t.he stretch of watC'rwny in qupstion. The 
nWJ'('liallt shipping ano otll('I' civilian ('raft of pnell party Hhnll have 
nnrestricted !lrcess to the land under its military control. 

Article 4 
Tho provi:.;iollal military dClllltl'Cation line between the two final 

regrouping zones is pxtellded into the territorial waters hy 1\ line per­
ppndi('lda[~ to the {...reneral line, of the coast.. 

All coastal islands norlh of' Ihis boundary shall be evacuated by the 
armed forces of the French Union and all islands south of it sbllll be 
cVll('uat('(l hy t11t', foJ'(,(~s of 11H' l\\opie's Army of Viet.-Nn.rn. 
Ar/icle ii 

To avoid all,)' incidents whieh might. result in the resumption of hos­
tilit ies, all miiltary forces, supplies and equipment shall be withdrawn 
from the demililarizeil ZOIW wllhin t.wenly-five (25) ilays of the pres­
ent Agl'eement's£'ntry into for(,e. 

Arlide (I 

No person, military or civilian, ,hall be permitted to cross the pro­
visiollal military dem'arcation line unless spedAeally authorized to do 
so by th£' .Toint. Commission. 

A rtide 7 
No person, military or civilian, shall be permilled to enter the demili­

tarized zone except. persons concerned with the conduct of civil admin­
istration and relief and persous specifically authorized to enter by t.he 
.Toint Commission. 

Article 8 
Civil administrat.ion and relief in the demilitarized zone on either 

side of the provisional military demarcation line shnll be the responsi­
bility of the Commanders-in-Chief of the t.wo partie .. in their respec­
tive zones. The number of persons, military or civilian, from each side 
who are permitted to ent<~r tll(> demilitnrized zone for the conduct of 
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civil administration and relief shall be determined by the respective 
Commanders, but in no case shall the total number authorized by either 
side exceed at a.ny one time a fignre to be determined by the Trung Gia 
Military Commission or by the Joint Commission. The number of civil 
police and the arms to be carried by them shall be determined hy the 
Joint Commission. No one else shall carry arms unless specifically 
authorized to do so by the Joint Commission. . 
Article 9 

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed as limiting the 
complete freedom of movement/mtol out of or within the demilitarized 
zone l of the Joint Commission, Its jomt groups, the International Com-'l miSSIOn to be set up as indicated below, its inspection teams and any 
other persons, supplies or equipment specifically authorized to enter 
the demilitarized zone by the .Toint Commission. Freedom of move­
ment shall be permitted across the territory under the military control 
of either side over any road or waterway which has to be taken be­
tween points within the demilitarized zone when such I.'oints are not 
connected by roads or waterways lying completely withm the demili­
tarized zone. 

CHAPTER II-PRINOIPLES AND PROCEDURE GOV.~HNJNO IlIPLElU:NTA'l'ION 
OF THE PRESENT AOREEl'tIENT 

Article 10 
The Commanders of the Forces on each side, on the one side the 

Commander-in-Chief of the French Union forces in Indo-China and 
on the other side the Commander-in-Chief of the People's Army of 
Viet-Nam, shall order and enforce the complete cessation of all hostili­
ties in Viet-Nam by all armed forces under their control, including all 
units and personnel of the ground, naval and air forces. 
Article 11 

In accordance with the principle of a simultaneous cease-fire 
throughout Indo-China, the cessation of hostilities shall be simultane­
ous throughout all parts of Viet-Nam, in all areas of hostilities and 
for all the forces of the two parties. 

Taking into account the time effectively required to transmit the 
cease-fire order down to the lowest echelons of the combata.nt forces on 
both sides, the two parties are agreed that the cease-fire shall take effect 
completely and simultaneously for the different sectors of the country 
&II follows: 

Northern Viet-Nam at 8:00 a. m. (local time) on 27 July 1954 
Central Viet-Nam at 8 :00 a. m. (local time) on 1 Augnst 1954 
Southern Viet-Nam at 8 :00 a. m. (local time) on 11 August 1954 

It is agreed that Pekin mean time shall be taken as local time. 
From such time as the cease-fire becomes effective in Northern Viet­

N amt-both parties undertaKe-not tOengage"i!l-Jliiy:lI1l1~lFS6aje offensive 
; acTIon in any part of the Indo-Chinese theatre of operatioiis-ai!Qilor 

to'commit the air-forceS based on Northern Viet--Namoutside that 
sector. The two parties also undertake to inform each other of their 
plans for movement from one regrouping zone to another within t"'''n­
ty-five (n5) days of the present Agreement's entry into force. 
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Arf'icle 1e 
All the operations and movements entailed in the cessation of hos­

tilities and regrouping must proceed in a safe and orderly fashion: 
(a) Within a certain number of da.ys a.fter the cease-fire Agree­

ment shall have become effective! the number to be determined 
on t.he spot by the TrunA' Gia Military Commission, each party 
shan be responsible for removing and neutralizing mines (in­
cluding river- and sen-mines), booby traps, explOSIVes a.nd any 
other dangerous substances placed by it. In the event of its be~ng 
impossible to complete the work of remova.l a.nd neutralizatIOn 
in time, the part.y ooncerned shan mark the spot by placing visi­
ble signs there. An demolitions, mine fields, wire entanglements 
and other hazards to the free movement of the personnel of the 
.Toint Commission and its joint groups, known to be present after· 
the withdrawal of the military forces, shall be reJ.>Orted to the 
Joint Commission by the Commanders of the opposmg forces; 

(b) From the time of the cease-fire until regrouping is com­
pleted on either side of the demarcation line: 

(1) The forces of either party shan be provisionally with­
dra wn from the provisional assembly areas assigned to the 
other party. 

(2) When one party's forces withdraw by a. route (road, 
rail, waterway, sea route) which passes through the territory 
of the other party (see Article 24), the latter party's forces 
must provisionally withdraw three kilometres on each s~de of 
such route, but in such a manner as to avoid interfering with 
the movements of the civil popUlation. 

Article 13 
From the timo of the cease-fire until the completion of the move­

ments from one regrouping zone into the other, civil and military 
transport aircraft shall follow air-corridors between the provisional 
assembly areas assigned to the French Union forces north of the de­
marcation line on the one hand and the Laotian frontier a.nd the re­
grouping zone a.ssigned to the French Union forces on the other ha.nd. 

The position of the air-corridors, their width, the sdety route for 
single-engined military aircraft transferred to the south a.nd the search 
and rescue procedure for aircraft in distress shall be determined on 
the spot by the Trung Gia Military Commission. 
Article 14 

Political and administrative measures in the two regrouping zones, 
on either side of the provisional military demarcation line: 

(a) Pending the general elections which will bring- about the 
unification of Viet-N am, the conduct of civil admirustration in 
each regrouping zone shall be in the hands of the party whose 
forces are to 00 regrouped there in virtue of the present Agree­
ment; 

(b) Any territory controlled by one party which is transferred 
to the other party by the regrouping: plan shall continue to be 
administered by the former party untIl such date as all the troops 
who are to be transferred have completely left that territory so as 
to free the zone assigned to the party in question. From then on, 
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such territory shall be regnrded as transferred to the other party, who shall assume responsibility for it. 
Steps shall be taken to ensure that there is no break in the trans­fer of responsibilities. For this purpose, adequate notices shall be given by the withdrawing party to the other party, which shall mltke the necessary arrangements, in particular by sending ad­ministrative and police detachments to prepare for the assumption of administrative responsibility. The length of such notice shall be determined by the Trung Gia Military Commission. The transfer shaIl be eITected in successive stages for the various ter­rilorial sectors. 
The transfer of the civil administration of Hanoi and Haiphong to the Ituthorities of the Democrat ic Republic of Viet-N am shall be completed within the respective time-limits laid down in Article 15 for military movements. 

\ 

(c) Each party undertakes to refrain from any reprisals or discrimination against persons or organizations on account of their activities during the hostilities and to guarantee their demo­, cralic liberties. 
(d) From the date of entry into force of the present agreement )mtil the movement of troops is complet c(l, any civilians residing m a dist~ict controlled by one party who wish to go ann1ive in the zone assIgned to the other party shall be permitted and helped to do so by the authorities in that dIstrict. 

Artwle15 
The disengagement of the comhabtnts, anel the withelrawals and transfers of military forces, equipment and supplies shall take place in accordance with the following principles: 

(II) The withdrawals ~nd transfers of the military forces equipment anel supplies of the two parties shall be completed WIthin three hundred (300) days, as lain down in Article 2 of the present Agreement; 
(b) Within either territory successive withdrawals shall be made by sectors, portiolls of sectors or province,s, Transfers from one regrou ping 7AJlle t.o another shall be made in successive month ly installments proportionate to the number of troops to be trans­ferrpd; 
(c) TI", two parties shnll unelertake to carry out all troop withdrawals and transfers in accordance with ihe aims of the present Ag-I'e('mcnt, shall permit no hostile act and shall take no step whatsoever which might. hamper such withdrawals and trans­fers, They shall assist one another as far as this is possible; (d) The two parties shall permit no destruction or sabotag-o of any puhlic property and no injury to the life and property of the civil population. They shall permit no interference in local civil ndministrntion j 
(e) The .Toint Commission and the International Commission sh,,11 ensure that, steps are taken to safeguttrd the forces in the course of withdrawal and transfer: 
(f) The Trung Gia Military Commission, and later the Joint Commission, shall determine by common agreement the exact 

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM 55 

procedure for the disengagement of the .combatants ~n~ for troop withdrawals and transfers,' on the baSIS a! the prmclplcs men­tioned above and within the framework laId d?wn b~low: 1. The disengagement of the combatan~, mcludmg the con­centration of the armed forces of all kmds and also each party's movements into the provisional !,,!"embly.areas as­signed to it and the other party.'s provl~lOnal W1thdra~al from it, shall be completed Wlthm a perIod not exceedmg fifteen (15) days after the date when the cease-fire becomes 
e/recti ve. . . bl The general delineation of the proVISIOnal assem y areas is set out in the maps' annexed to the present Agreel1le~t. In order to avoid any incidents, no troops shall be statIOned less than 1,500 metres from the lines delimiting the pro­
visional assembly areas. 

During the period until the tran,sfers. are conclude':', all the coasud ishtnds west of the followmg hnes shall be mcluded 
in the Haiphong perimeter: . 

-meridian of t he southern pomt of Kebao Island -northern coast of the IIe Rousse (excluding the island), 
extended as far as the meridian of Campha-Mmcs 

-meridian of Champha-Mines. . 2. The withdrawals and transfers shall be .effecte~ m t.he following order and within the followmg perIods (from the date of the entry illto force of the present Agreement) : 
Il'ureea Of tlte French Union Dall' 

E;~~~::n~~l::1~~::::::===:===:::====:::::::::::::::=:::==::= ~~ ,; 
Parnes of the PCIJplc's Army 01 Vict-Nam 

Ham Tlln and Xuycnmec provisional aR~lt~mbly ~r('8.____________ 80 Central Viet·fI,"nm provisional assemblY area-first Im'ltaIDlenL_____ SO Plaine des Joncs provIsional assembly area _______________________ ~OO Point Camau provisional Ilssembly arcD _________ -: _______________ 200 
Central Viet-Naill Provisional assembly area-last IIlstalhnenL---- 300 

CIIAI'I'ER III-BAN ON IN'I'RODUCTION OF FRESII TROOPS, MILITARY 
Pf<.:JtSON N f<ir., AUMS AND M U NIl"lONS, M TLITARY BASI<:S 

Article }6 
With effect from the date of entry into force of the present Agree­ment the introduction into Viet-Nam of any troop remforcements and additional military personnel is prohibited. 
It is understood, however, that the rotation of U11its and groups of personnel, the arrival in Viet-Nam of individual p'crs~n.nel on a tempo­rary duty basis and the return to VlCt-Nall1 of mdlvld~al personnel after shOrt periods of leave .0: temp?rary dut.y outSIde Vlet-Nam shall be permitted under the condItIOns laid down below: ., (Il) Hotation of units (defined in paragraph (c) of thIS, Arti­cle) and grollps of personnel Hhall not be pel'llIlUcd for 1< milch 

1 Not reprinted here. 
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Union troops stationed north of the provisional military demarca­
tion line laid down in Article 1 of the present Agreement, during 
the withdrawal period provided for in Article 2. 

However, under the heading of individual personnel not more 
than fifty (50) men, including officers, shall during anyone month 
be permitted to enter that part of the country north of the 'pro­
visIOnal military demarcation line on a temporary duty basIs or 
to return there after short periods of leave or temporary duty 
outside Viet-Nam. 

(b) "Rotation" is defmed as the replacement of units or groups 
of personnel by other units of the same echelon or by personnel 
who are arriving in Viet-N 8Jll territory to do their overseas service 
there; 

(c) The units rotated shall never be larger than a battalion­
or the corresl?onding echelon for air and naval forces; 

(d) RotatIOn shall be conducted on a man-for-man basis, pro­
vided, however, that in anyone quarter neither party shall mtro­
dl1(:e more than fift.een thousand five hundred (15,500) members 
of Its armed forces mto Vlet.·Nam under the rotation policy. 

(e) Rotation units (defined in paragraph (c) of this Article) 
and groups of personnel, and the indiVidual personnel mentioned 
in thiS Article, shall enter and leave Viet-Nam only through the 
entry points enumerated in Article 20 below: 

d (f) Each party shall notify the .Toint Commission and the In­
~ t~rnat.ional Commission a~ least two days in advance of any ar­

rivals or d~pflrtures of ,!m~".I groups of personnel and indiVidual 
personnel m or from Vlet-l'Oflm. Reports on the arrivals or de-

~ 
partures o~ umts, groups of perso.nne.! and individual'personnel in 
0." from Vlet-Nam shal! be submitted dally to the Jomt Commis­
sion and the International Commission. 

All the above-mentioned notificat.ions and reports shall indicate 
the places and dates of arrival or departure and the number of 
persons arriving or departing. 

(g) The International Commission, through its Inspection 
Teams, shall supervise and inspect the rotation of umts and 
gronps of personnel and the arrival and departure of individual 
person.nel as authorized above, a.t the points of entry enumerated 
m Article 20 below. . 

Artiole 17 
(a) With eff~t from t~e ~"te of .entry into force of the present 

:\greement, the mtroductlOn mto Vlet-Nam of any reinforcements 
I'.' the form of all types of arms, munitions and ot.her war mate­
rial, such as .combat aircraft, naval craft, pieces of ordnance jet 
engmes and Jet weapons and armoured vehicles is prohibited 

(b) It is understood, however, that war m~terIRI arms ~nd 
mumtions which hve been d";S~r?yed, damaged

l 
worn 'out or used 

uf a.ftAll" the ~tIon of hosl.!htws may be reI? aced on the basis 
o. pIece-for-plece of the same type and with Similar characteris­
tiCS. Such replacement.q of war material arms and munitions 
shll not be permitted for French Union troops stat.ioned north 
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of the provisional military demarcation line laid down in Article 
1 of the present Agreement, duriilg the withdrawal period pro­
vided for in Article 2. 

Naval craft may perform transport operations between the 
regrouping zones. 

(c) The war material, arms and munitions for replacement 
purposes provided for in paragraph (b) of this Article, shall be 
mtroduced into Viet-N am only through the points of entry enu­
merated in Article 20 below. War material arms and munitions 
to be replIwed shall be shipped from Viet-Nam only t.hrough the 
points of entry enumerated in Article 20 below; 

(d) Apart from the replacements permitted within the limits 
laid down in paragraph (b) of this Article, the introduction of 
war matAlrial, arms and munitions of all types in the form of un- \ 
assembled parts for subsequent assembly is prohibited; 

(e) Each party shall notify the Joint Commission and the 
International Commission at. least two daYR in advance of any 
arrivals or departures whic'h may t:tke place of war ma.tel'iu.l, arms 
and munitions of nil types. 

In order to justify the requests for the introduction into Viet­
N8Jll of arms mumtions and other war material (as defined in 
paragra'ph (a) of this Article) for replacement purposes, a report 
concernmg each incoming shipment shall be submitted to the Joint 
Commission and the International Commission. Such reports 
shall indicate the use made of the items so replaced. 

(f) The International Commission, through its Inspection 
Teams, shall supervise and inspect the replacements permitted 
in t.he circumstances laid down in this Article, at the points of 
entry enumerated in Article 20 below. 

Article 18 
With effect. from the date of entry into force of the present Agree­

ment, the establishment of ne,w military bases is prohibited through­
out Viet-Nam territory. 
Article 19 

With eff,,!,t from the. date of entry into force of the present Agree­
ment, no mlhtary base under the control of a foreign State may be 
established in the regrouping zone of either party; the two parties 
shall ensure that the zones aSSigned to thcm do not adhere to any mili­
tary alliance and nre not, use.d for the resumption of hostilities or to 
further an aggressive policy. . 
Article 00 

The points of entry into Viet-N am for rotation personnel and re­
placements of material are fixed as follows: 

-Zones to t.he north of the provisional military demarcation line: 
Laokay, Langson, Tien-Yen, Haiphong, Vinh, Dong-Hoi, 
Muong-Sen; 

-Zone to the sonth of the provisional military demarcat.ion line: 
Tourane, Quinhon, Nhatrang, Bangoi, Saigon, Cap St .• r RC'IUes, 
Tanrhan. 

79-663 0 . 67 - & 
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CIIAPTF.:R IV-PRISONERS OF WAR ANn CIVILIAN IN'l'EHNEI-!S 

Article 131 
The liberation lind repatriation of all prisoners of war and civilian 

internees detained by each of the two parties at the coming into force 
of the present Agreement shall be CllI'l'i(ld Dllt undel' IIHI follo\dllg 
conditions: 

(a) All fri,~'oners of war and civilian internees of Viet-Nam 
French anf other IlHtionalitics captured Rince the beginning of 
hostilities in Viet·Nnm during- military operations or in any other 
circumstnnces of war and in any part of the territory of Viet-Naill 
shall be liberated within II period of thirty (30) days nfter the 
date when the cense-fire becomes etfecti\'e in each thentl'e. 

(b) The term "civilian internees" is understood 10 mean all 
persons who, having in any way contributed to Ihe political and 
armed struggle between the two parties, have been arrested for 
that reason and have been kept. in detention by either party during 
the period of hostilities. 

(c) All pri"lIIers of Wllr and civilian internees held byeit.her 
party shall be surrendered to tho appropriate lIuthorities of the 
other party, who shall give them all possible assistanee in procA'NI­
ing to theIr country of origin, place of habitual residence or the 
zone of t heir choice. 

Article, 2.~J 
C'IAPTI-::R V-}hR(:IO,LAXEOUS 

The COllllllanders of the I·j"orces of the two parties shall ensure that 
persons ullder tlwir ['e~pcctive commallds who violate any of the pro­
visions of the present Agreprncnt are suitably punished. 
Article :2.1 

In cases in whie-h tho plnce of hnrinl is known and the existcllC'.e of 
graves has been estahlished, the Commander of the Forces of either 
party shall, within a 'p""ific period after the entry into force of the 
Armistice Agre(>ment, permit the gruves service \)ersonnel of jhe other 
party to enter the part of Viet-Nam terrilory une er their milil ary con­
lrol for tlllI purpose of finding and removmg the bodies of deceased 
military personnel of that party, including the bodies of deceased pris­
oners of war. The .Toint Commission shall determine the procedures 
and t.he time limit for the performance of this task. The Commanders 
of the Forces of the two parties shall communicate to each other all 
information in their possession as to the place of burial of military 
personnel 0 f I he other party. • 
Article 13i 

The present. Agreement. shall apply to all the armed forces of either 
party. The armed forces of each party shall respect the demililarized 
zone and the territory un,ler the military control of the otlwr party, 
and shall commit no act and undertake no operation against the other 
party and shall not engage in blockade of any kind in Viet-Nam. 

For the purposes of the present Article, the word "territory" in­
cludes territorial waters and air space. 

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND VIETNAM 59 

Article 135 
The Commanders of the Forces of the two parties shall afford f~,11 

l'rotection and all I?ossible assistance and co-operatIOn to the ~TOlllt 
Commission and its Joint groups and to the Interna.tlOn~1 CommISSIOn 
and its inspection teams in the performance of the functIOns and tasks 
assigned to them by the present Agreement. 

Article 136 
The costs involved in the operations of th~ ~ oint Co~nrnission ~nd 

joint groups nnd of the International CommlsslO~ and Its InspectIOn 
Teams shall be shared equ<llly between the two parties. 

Article 137 
The signatories of the present Agreement. and their successors in 

their functions shall be responsible for ensurmg and observance and 
enforcement of the terms and provisions thereof. :rhe Com!,lUnders 
of the Forces of the two partIes shall, Wlthm t hell' respectIve COlll­

mands take all steps ane! make all arrangements necessary to ensure 
full co:Upliance with all the provisions of the present Agreement by all 
elements and military persOlUlel under thell' command. 

The procedures laId down in the present Agreement shaU,. whenev~r 
necessary, be studied by the Commanders o~ the two l'a~tlCs and, If 
necessary, defined more specifically by the Jom! CommlSSlOll. 

CHAPTER VI-JoIN'r COMMISSION AND INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION 
FOR SUPERVISION AND CONTROL IN VIET-NAM 

28. Responsibility for the execution of the agreement on the cessa­
tion of hostilities shall rest with the partIes. 

29. An International Commission shall ensure the control and super­
vision of this execution. 

30. In order to facilitate, under the cO!1ditions shown bela."', the e:<e­
cution of 'provisions concerning joint actIOns by the two partles, a J omt 
CommiSSIOn shall be set up in VlOt-Nam. 

31. The .Toint Commission shall be composed of an equal number 
of representatives of the Commallde~s of the two ~artles. .. 

32. The Presidents of the delegatIOns to the J omt CommISSIOn shall 
hold the rank of General. . 

The Joint Commission shall set up joint groups the numbcr.of whICh 
shall be determined by mutual a!!reement between the parlles. The 
joint. o-roups shall be composed of an equal l!umb.er of officers from 
both parties. Their location Ol! the c1emarcatlO~ Ime \letwee!! th~ re­
grouping zones shall be det~rnllned by ~he partIes wlnlst takmg mto 
account the powers of the Jomt CommlSRlOn. . 

33. The .Toint Commission shall ensure the.executlOn ?~ ~he follow­
ing provisions of the Agreement on the cessatIOn of h~stJh~lC.s: 

(a) A simultaneous and general cease-fire m Vlet.-N~m for 
all regular and irre!!ular armed forces of the two partIes. 

(b) A re-groupment of the armed forces ofthe two parties. 
(c) Observance of t he dem.n~cat.ion lines between the re­

grouping zones and of the demlhtnrlzed sectors. 
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Within the limits of its competence it shall help the parties to exe­
cute the said provisions, shall ensure liaison between them for the pur­
pose of preparing and carrying out plans for the application of these 
provisions, and shaH endeavor to solve such disputed questions as may 
arise between the parties in the course of executing these provisions. 

34. An InternatIOnal Commission shall be set up for the control and 
supervision ovcr the application of the provisions of thc agreement on 
the cessation of hostilities in Viet-Naill. It sl1l111 be composed of rep­
resentatives of the following States: Canada, India and Poland. 

It shall be presided over by the Representative of India. 
35. The Internat ional Commission shall set up fixed and mobile in­

spcction teams, composed of an equal number of officers appointed by 
each of the above-mentioned States. The fixed teams shall be located 
at the following points: Laokay, Langson, Tien-Yen, Haiphon~, 
Vinh, Dong-Hoi, Muong-Scn, Touranc, (.,luinhon, Nhatrang, BangOl, 
Saigon, Cap St. Jacques, Tranchau. These points of location may, 
at a later date, be altered at the request of the Joint Commission, or 
of one of the parties, or of the International Commission itself, by 
agreement between the International Commission and the command 
of the party concerned. The zones of action of the mobile teams shall 
be the regions bordcring the land and sea frontiers of Viet-Nam, the 
dcmarCtttion lincs between the re-grouping zones and the demilitarized 
zones. Within the limits of these zones they shall have the right to 
move freely and shall receive from the local civil and military authori­
ties all facilities they may require for the fulfilment of their tasks 
(provision of personnel, placing at their disposal documents needed 
for supervision, summoning witnesses necessary for holding enquiries, 
ensuring the security and freedom of movement of the inspection tea.ms 
etc ... ). They shall have at their disposal such modern means of 
transport, observation and communication as they may require. Be­
yond the zones of action as defined above, the mobile teams may, by 
agreement with the command of the party concerned, carry out other 
movements within the limits of the tasks given them by the present 
agreement. 

36. The International Commission shall be responsible for super­
vising the proper execution by the parties of the provisions of the 
agrccment. For this purpose it shall fulfill the tasks of control, obser­
vation, inspection and investigation connected with the ap-plication of 
the proviSIOns of the agreement on the cessation of hostIlities, and it 
shall in particular: 

(a) Control the movement of the armed forces of the two 
parties, effected within the framework of the regroupment plan. 

(b) Supervise the demarcation Jines between the re-grouping 
areas, and also the demilitarized zones. 

( c) Control the operations of releasing prisoners of wltr Itnd 
civilIan internees. 

(d) Supervise at ports and airfields as well as along all frontiers 
of Vlet-Nam the execution of the provisions of the a~reement on 
the cessation of hostilities, regulating the introductIOn into the 
country of armed forces, military personnel and of all kinds of 
arms, munitions and war material. 
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37. The International Commission shall, through the medium of 
the inspection teams mentioned above, and as soon as possible either 
on its own initiative, or at the request of the Joint Commission, or of 
one thelarties, undertake the necessary investigations both documen­
tary an on the ground. 

38. The inspection teams shall submit to the International Com­
mission the results of their supervisionl their investigation and their 
observations, furthermore they shall draw up such special reports 
as they may consider necessar" or as may be reqnested from them by 
the Commission. In the case of 11 disagreement within the teams, the 
conclusions of each member shall be submitted to the Commission. 

39. If anyone inspection team is unable to settle an incident or con­
siders that there is a violation or a threat of a serious violation the 
international Commission shall be informed; the latter shall study 
the reports and the conclusions of the inspection teams and shall in­
form the parties of the measures which should be taken for the settle­
ment of the incident, ending of the violation or removal of the threat. 
of violation. 

40. When the Joint Commission is unable to reach an agreement 
on the interpretation to be given to some provision or on the appraisal 
of a fact, the International Commission shall be informed of the dis­
puted question. Its recommendations shall be sent directly to the 
parties and shall be notified to the Joint Commission. 

41. The recommendations of the International Commission shall be ' 
adopted by majority vote, subject to the provisions contained in 
article 42. If the votes are divided the chairman's vote shall be: 
decisive. . 

The International Commission may formulate recommendations con­
cerning amendments and additions which should be made to the pro­
visions of the agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Viet-N am, in 
order to ensure a more effective execution of that agreement. These 
recommendations shall be adopted unanimously. 

42. When dealing with questions concerning violations, or threats ' 
of violations, which might lead to a resumption of hostilities, namely: ! 

(a) Refusal by the armed forces of one party to effect the move­
ments provi.ded for in the regroupment plan; 

(b) Violation by the armed forces of one of the parties of the 
regrouping zones, territorial waters, or air space of the other f 
~~; . 

the decisions of the International Commission must be unanimous. \ 
43. If one of the parties refuses to put into effect a recommendation 

of the International Commission, the parties concerned or the Com­
mission itself shall inform the members of the Geneva Conference. 
If the International Commission does not reach reach unanimity in 

the cases provided for in article 42, it shall submit a majority report 
and one or more minority reyorts to the members of the Conference. 

The International Commission shall inform the members of the 
Conference in all cases where its activity is being hindered. 

44. The International Commission shall be set up at the time of 
the cessation of hostilities in Indo-China in order that it should be able 
to fulfill the the tasks provided for in article 36. 
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45. The International Commission for Supervision Rnd Control in 
Viet·Nam shall act in close co·operation with the International Com­
missions for Supervision and Control in Cambod5a .and Laos. 

The Secretarles·General of these three Commissions shall be respon­
sible for co·ordinating their work and for relations between them. 

46. The International Commission for Supervision and Control in 
Viet-Nam may, after consultation with the International Commis­
sions for Supervision and Control in Cambodia and Laos, and having 
regard to t he development of t he situation in Cambodia and Laos 
progressively reduce its activities. Such a decision must be adopted 
unanimously. 

47. All the provisions of the present A&reement, save the second 
sub· paragraph of Article 11, shall enter mto force at 2400 hours 
(Geneva time) on 22 .Tuly 19M. 

Done in Genev" Ilt 2400 hours on the 20th of .Tuly 1954 in French 
and in Viet-N amese, both texts being equally authentic. 
For the Commander·in·Chief of For the Commander-in-Chief of 
the People's Army of Viet-Nam the French Unio~l Forces in 

TA-QUANG Buu, Indo·Chnlll. 
Vice·A[ ir';8ter of National Defence Brigadier-General DEL'rEIl. 

of the Democratic Republio of 
Viet·Nam 

ANNEX TO '£IIE AGREEMENT ON 'l'HE CESSATION OF IJOSTILITIEB IN 
Vm'l'·NAM 

I. DELINEATION 01" 'rUE PROVISIONAL l\1rLlTARY DEMARCATION LINE 
AND THE DEMrLITARI~ED ZONE 

(Article 1 of the Agreement: Heference Map: Indo-China 1/100,000) 

(a) The provisional military demarcation line is fixed as follows, 
readmg from east. to west: 

the mouth of the Song Ren Hat (Cua Tung Hiver) and the course 
of that river (known liS the Hao Thanh in the mountains) to the 
village of Ro no Su, then the para !leI of Bo Ho Su to the Laos­
Viet-Nam frontier. 

(b) The demilitarized zone shall be delimited by Trung Gia Mili­
tary Commission in accordance with the provisions of article 1 of the 
Agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Viet·Nam. 

II. GENERAL DELINEATION OF THE PnOVIBIONAL ASSEMBLY AREAS 

(Article 15 of the Agreement; Reference Maps: Indo-China 1/400,000) 

(a) Non'rH VIET-NAM 

Delineation of the boundary of the proviYional a88embly area of the 
French Union forces 

1. The perimeter of lIanoi is delimited by the arc of a circle with a 
radius of 15 kilometres, having as its centre the right bank abutment of 
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Doumer Brid~e and running westwards from the Red River to the 
Rapids Canalm the northeast. 

In this particular case no forces of the French Union shall be sta­
tioned less than 2 kilometres from this perimeter, on the inside thereof. 

2. The perimeter of Haiphong shall be delimited by the Song-Van­
Uc as far as Kim Thanh and a line running from the Song-Van-Uc 
three kilometres nort.heast of Kim Thanh to cut Road No. 18 two ki­
lometres east of Ml1o-KM. Thence a line running three kilomet.res 
north of Road 18 to Cho· Troi and a straight line from Cho-Troi to the 
Mong-Duong ferry, 

3. A c01"l"ldor contained between: 
In the south, the Red River from Thanh-Tri to Rang-Nho 

thence a line joining the latter point to Do-My (South-west of 
Kesat), Gia-Loc and Tien Kieu; 

In the north, It line running the Rupids Canal at a dist ance of 
1,500 metres to the north of the Canal'iassing three kilometres 
north of I'ha·Lai and Seven Pagodas an thence, pamllel to Road 
No. 18 to its point of intersection with the perimeter of Haiphong. 

Note: Throughout the period of evacuation of the perimeter 
of Hanoi, t.he river forces of the French Union shall enjoy 
complete freedom of movement on the Song-Van-Uc. And the 
forces of the People's Army of Viet-Nam shan withdraw 
t.hree ldlometres south of the south bank of the Song-Van-Uc, 

Boundarlj behoecn the perimeter of llanoi and the perimeter 01 
llaiduong 

A straight'line running from the Rapids Canal three kilometres west 
of Chi-ne and euding at Do·My (eight kilometres south-west of Kesat). 

(b) UENTRAJ, VHO'l"NAM 

Delineation of the boundarlj of the prov'i8i<mal assembly arca of the 
forces of the Viet-Nam People's Army south of the 001 des Nuage8 
parallel 

The perimeter of the Central Viet-Nam arell shall consist of the 
administ.rative boundaries of the provinces of Quang-Ngai and Binh­
Dinh as they were defined before the hostilities. 

( c) SOUTH VIET-N AM 

Three provisional assembly arc"s shall be provided for the forces 
of the People's Army of Viet-Nam. 

The boundaries of these areas are as follows: 
1. XU1jen-Moc, IIam·Tan Are" 

Western boundary: The course of the Song-RIIY extended 
northwards as fill' liS Road No.1 to a point thereon eight kilo­
metres east of t.he intersection of Road No.1 !lnd Road No.3. 

Northern boundary: Hoad No.1 from the above·mentioned 
int.ersection to the intersection with Route Communale No.9 
situated 27 kilometres west-south-west of Ph!lnthiet and from 
that intersection a st.might. line to Kim Thanh on the coast. 
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2. Pl(tin des Jones Area 
Northern boundm'Y: The Viet-Nam-Cambodia frontier. 
Western boundary: A straight line from Tong.Binh to 

Binh-Thanh. 
Sotdhern boundary: Course of the Fleuve Anrerieur (Me· 

kong) to ten kilometres south-east of Cao Lanh. From that 
point, a straight line as far as Ap-My-Dien, and from Ap­
My-Dien a line parallel to and three kilometers east and then 
south of the Tong Doc-Loc Canal, this line reaches My-Hanh­
Dong and thence Ilung-Thanh-My. 

Eastern boundary: A straight line from IIung.Thanh-My 
running northwards to the Cambodian frontier south of Doi· 
bao-VOI. 

:l. Point Camau Area 
Northern bot,ndary: The Song-Cai-Ion from its mouth to 

its junction with the Rach-Nuoc-Trong, thence the Rach­
Nuoc.Trang to the bend five kilometers north-east of Ap-Xeo­
La. Thereafter a line to the Ngan-Dua Canal and following 
that Canal as far as Vinh·Hung. Finally, from Vinh-Hung 
a north·south line to the sea. 

AGREEMENT OF THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES IN 
CAMBODIA, JULY 20, 1954 1 

CHAPTER I-PRINCIPLES AND CONDITIONS GOVERNING EXECUTION OF 
THE CEASE-FIRE 

Artielel 
As from twenty-third July 1954 at 0800 hours (Pekin mean time) 

complete cessation of all hostilities throughout Cambodia shall be 
ordered and enforeed by the Commanders of the Armed Forces of the 
two parties for all troops and personnel of the land, naval and aiD 
forces under their control. 
Artielee 

In conformity with the principle of a simultaneous cease-fire 
throughout Indo-China, there shall be a simultaneous cessation of hos­
tiliti.,. throughout Cambodia, in all the combat areas and for all the 
forces of the two parties. 

To obviate any mistake or misunderstanding and to ensure that both 
the ending of hostilities and all other operations arising from cessation 
of hostilitIes are in fact simultaneous, 

(a) due allowance being made for the time actually required 
for transmission of the cease-fire order down to the lowest 
echelons of the combatant forces of both sides, the two parties 
are agreed that the complete and simultaneous cease-fire through­
out the territory of Cambodia shall become effective at 8 hours 
(local time) on 7 August 1954. It is agreed that Pekin mean 
time shall be taken as local time. 

1 ICIIS', 21 J'uI7. 19G4, 01'1,,081: French. 
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(b) Each side shall comply strictly with the time-table jointly 
agreed upon between the parties for the execution of all opera­
tions connected with the cessation of hostilities. 

Artiele3 
All operations and movements connected with the execution of the 

cessation of hostilities must be carried out in a safe and orderly 
fashion. 

(a) Within a number of days to be determined by the Com­
manders of both sides, after the cease-fire has been achieved, each 
party shall be responsible for removing and neutralizing mines, 
booby traps explosives and any other dangerous devices placed 
by it. Should it be impossible to complete removal and neutraliza­
tion before deEarture, the party concerned will mark the spot 
by placing viSible signs. Sites thus cleared of mines and any 
other obstacles to the free movement of the personnel of the In­
ternational Commission and the Joint Commission shall be noti­
fied to the latter by local military Commanders. 

(b) Any incidents that may arise between the forces of the 
two sides and may result from mistakes or misunderstandings 
shall be settled on the spot so as to restrict their scope. 

(c) During the days immediately preceding the cease· fire each 
party undertakes not to engage in any large-scale operation be­
tween the time when the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities 
is signed at Geneva and the time when the cease-fire comes into 
effect. • 

CHAPTER II-PROCEDURE FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE FOREIGN ARMED 
FORCES AND FOREIGN MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM THE TERRITORY OF 
CAMBODIA 

Article 4 
1. The withdrawal outside the territory of Cambodia shall apply to: 

(a) the armed forces and military combatant personnel of the 
French Union; 

(b) the combatant formations of all types which have entered 
the territory of Oambodia from other countries or regions of the 
peninsula. ; 

(c) all the foreign elements (or Cambodians not natives of 
Cambodia) in the military formations of any kind or holding 
supervisory functions in all political or military, administrative, 
economic, financial or social bodies, having worked in liaison with 
the Viet-N am military units. 

2. The withdrawals of the forces and elements referred to in the 
foregoing para~ral'hs and their military supplies and materials must 
be completed wlthm 90 days reckoning from the entry into force of 
the present Agreement. . 

3. The two parties shall guarantee that the Withdrawals of all the 
forces will be effected in accordance with the purposes of the Agree­
ment, and that they will not permit any hostile action or take any 
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action likely to create difficulties for such withdrawals, They shall 
assist one another as far as possible. 

4. While the withdrawals are proceeding, the two parties shall not 
permit any destruction or sa:bota~e of public property or any attack 
on the life or property of the civilian po!;,ulatioll. Tho,y shall not per­
mit any interference with the local ciVIl administration. 

5. The .Toint Commission and the International Supervisory COIJl­
mission shall supervise the execution of measures to ensure the safery 
of the forces durmg withdrawal. 

6. The Joint Commission in Camborlia shall determine the detailed 
procedures for the withdrawals of the forces on the hasis of the above· 
mentioncd principles. 

CUAI'T"n III~OTHEn QUF:STIONS 

A. Tl1l~ ]{ll1tIRR AHMED FORCES, NA'l'IVF.S OF CAMBODJ.\ 

Article 5 
The two parties shltll undertake that within thirt.v clays aft .. !' the 

ccns~-f1l'e ordrT has been prorlaime<1, the I(hmer Resistance Forces 
shall be demobilized on the spot; simultaneously, the troops of the 
Royal Khmer Army shotll abstain from taking any hoetil" action 
against the Khmer Resistotnce Forces. 
Article 6 

The situation of t.hese nationals shall be decided in the 1 ight of t.he 
Declarat.ion ml1d(~ by the Delegation of Cambodia at the Gf'JleVa Con­
ference. reading as follows: 

"The Roynl Government of Cambodia, 
In the desire to ensure harmony and agreement among the peo· 

p los of the Kingdom, 
Dechtres itself resolved to take t.he necessary measures to inte­

gratH fill citizens, wit.hout discrimination, into the national com­
munit.y and t.o guarantee t.hom the enjoyment of the rights and 
freedoms for which tho Constitution of t.he Kingdom provides; 

Affirms tlmt. nil Cambodian cit.i"ens mny freely partIcipate as 
electors or candidates in general elect.ions by secret ballot." 

No repris"ls shall be taken against the said nat.ionals or their fam­
ilies, each nnt.ionnl being ent.itled to the enjoyment, without any dis­
criminat.ion as comparecl wit.h other nat.ionals, of all const.itutional 
guarantees concemmg the proteetion of person anrl property and 
democrat.ic freedoms. 

Applicant.s therefor may be "ceepted for service in the Regular 
Army or local police formations if they sat.isfy the conditions required 
for current recruitment of the Army and Police Corps. 

The same procedure shltll apply to tllOse 'persons who have returned 
t.o civilian life and who may apply for CIvilian employment on the 
same terms as ot.her nlttionals. 
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B. nAN ON 'rHE INTRODUCTION OF FRF..B1I TROOPS, MILl'fAUY PERSONNEL, 

Article 7 
ARMAM.~N1'S AND MUNITIONS, MILITARY BASES 

In accordance with the Declamtion made by the Delegation of Cum· 
bodin at 2400 hours on 20 .Tuly 1954 at the Geneva Conference of 
Foreign Ministers: 

"The Royal Government of Cambodia will not join in any 
agreement with other States, if this "l\reement. carries for Cam­
bodia the obligation to cnter into a mIlitary .Hinnce not in con­
formity with the principles of the Charter of the United Na­
tions, or, ns long as its security is not threatened, the obligation to 
establish bases on Cambodian territory for the military forces of 
foreign powers. 

"During the period which will elapse between the date of the 
cessation of host.ilities in Viet-NaIn '11](\ that. of the final sGttle­
ment. of political problem. in this country, the Royltl Government 
of Cambodia will not Rolicit -foreign aid in waf material, perHonnel 
or instructors except for the purpose of the eiTective defence of 
the territory." 

C. crVIJ.IAN l~TEtnn:F.S AND PHISOSEHS 01" WAR-BURIAL 

Article 8 
The liberation and repatriation of all civilian internees and prison­

ers of war cletained by each of the two parties at the cOlllin" into force 
of t.he presGnt. Agreement shall be carried out under th~ following 
conditions: 

(It) All prisoners of war and civilian internees of whatever 
nationality, captured sinee the beginning of hostilit.ies in Cam­
bodia durmg military operations or in any other circumstances of 
war and in any part of the territory of Cambodia shn 11 be liber­
ated a fter the entrr into force of the I?resent Armistice agreement. 

(b) The term' civilian internees is understood to mean all 
persons who, having in any way contributed to the politicltl and 
armed struggle between the two pltrties, have been arrested for 
that reason 0[' kept in detention by either party during the period 
of hostilities. 

(c) All foreign prisoners of war captured by either party shall 
be surrendered to the appropriate authorities of the other party, 
who .hall give them all possible assistance in proceeding to the des· 
tination of their choice. 

Article 9 
After the entry into force of the present Agreement, if the place of 

burial is known and the existence of graves has been established, the 
Cambodian commander shall, within a srecitied period, authorize t.he 
exhumation and removal of the bodies 0 deceased militllry personnel 
of the other party, including the bodies of (,risoners of war or per­
sonnel deeensed and buried on Cambodian terrItory. 
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The Joint Commission shall fix the procedures by which this task 
is to be carried out and the time limit within which it must be com­
pleted. 

CHAPTER IV--JOINT CoMlIlIBSION AND INTERNATIONAL CoMMISSION 
FOR SUPF.RVISION AND CoNTROL IN CAMBODIA 

Article 10 
Hesponsibility for the execution of the Agreement on t.he cessation 

of hostilities shalll'l'6t with the parties. 
Article 11 

An International Commission shall be responsible for control and 
supervision of the aeplication of the provisions of the Agreement on 
the cessation of hostIlities in CambodIa. It shall be composed of rep­
resentatives of the following States: Canada, India and Poland. It 
shall be presided over by the representative of India. Its headquar­
ters shall be at Phnom-Penh. 
Article 18 

The International Commission shall set up fixed and mobile inspec­
tion teams, composed of an equal number of officers appointed by each 
of the above-mentioned States. 

The fixed teams shall be located at the following points: Phnom­
Penh, Kompong-Cham, Kratie, Svay-Rieng, Kampot. These pointe 
of location may be altered at a later date by agreement between the 
Government of Cambodia and the International Commission. 

The zones of action of the mobile teams shall be the regions bordering 
on the land and sea frontiers of Cambodia. The mobile teams shall 
have the right to move freely within the limits of their zones of action 
and they shall receive from the local civil and military authorities all 
facilities they may require for the fulfillment of their tasks (provision 
of personnel, access to documents needed for supervision, summoning 
of witnesses needed for enquiries, security and freedom of movement of 
the inspection teams, etc.). They shall have at their disposal such 
modern I!'eans of transport, observation and communication as they 
may r"9U1re. 

OutSIde .the zones of action defined above, the mobile teams may, 
with the a"reement of the Cambodian command, move about as r&­
quired by the tasks assigned to them under the present Agreement. 
Article IS 

The International Commission shall be responsible for supervising 
the execution by the parties of the provisions of the present Agree­
ment. For this {>urpose it shall fulfill the functions of control, ob­
servation, inspectIOn and investigation connected with the implementa­
tion of the provisions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities, 
and shall in particular: 

(a) control the withdrawal of foreign forces in accordance 
with the provisions of the Agrecment on the cessation of hostilities 
and see that frontiers are respected; 
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(b) control the release of prisoners of war, and civilian inter­
nees' 

(c ~ supervise, at ports and airfields and along all the frontiers 
of C.ambOdi!" the apeliCl!-tion of the 9amb04i!'ll declaration con­
cernmg the mtroduction mto Cambodia of mIhtary personnel and 
war materials on grounds of foreign assistance. 

Article 1/f 
A Joint Commission shall be set up to facilitate the implementation 

of the clauses relating to the withdrawal of foreign forces. 
The Joint CommiSSIOn may form joint groups the number of which 

shall be decided by mutual agreement between the parties. 
The Joint Commission shall facilitate the implementation of the 

clauses of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities relating to the 
simultaneous and general cease-fire in Cambodia for all regular and ir­
regular armed forces of the two parties. 

It shall assist the parties in the implementation of the said clauses; 
it shall ensure liaison between them for the purpose of preparing and 
carrying out plans for the implementation of the said clauses; it shall 
endeavor to settle any disputes between the parties arising out of the 
implementation of these clauses. The Joint Commission may send 
joint groups to follow the forces in their movements; such groups shall 
be disbanded once the withdrawal plans have been carried out. 
Article 15 

The Joint Commission shall be composed of an equal number of rep­
resentatives of the Commands of the parties concerned. 
Article 16 

The International Commission shall, through the medium of the in­
spection teams mentioned above and as soon as possible, either on its 
own initiative or at the request of the Joint Commission or of one of 
the parties, undertake the necessary investigations both documentary 
and on the ground. 
Article 17 

The inspection teams shall transmit to the International Commis­
sion the results of their supervisionj,investigations and observations; 
furthermore, they shall draw up suc special reports as they may con­
sider necessary or as may be requestsd from them by the CommIssion. 
In the case of a disagreement within the teams, the findings of each 
member shall b~ transmitted to the Commission. 
Article 18 
If an inspection team is unable to settle an incident or considers that 

there is a violation or threat of a serious \'iolation, the International 
Commission shal! be informed; the Commission shall examine the 
reports and findings of the inspection teams and shall inform the 
parties of the measures to be taken for the settlement of the incident, 
ending of the \'ioIlttion. or remo\'al of the thrent of \,joIntion. 
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Article If} 
When the Joint Commission is unable to reach agreement on the 

interpretation of a provision or on the appraisal of a fact, the Interna­
tional Commission shall be informed of the disputed question, Its 
recommendations shall be sent directly to the parhes and shall be noti­
fied to the Joint Commission. 
Article 130 

The recommendations of the International Commission shall be 
adopted by a majority vote, snbject to the provisions of article 21. If 
the votes are e'lllldly divided, the Chairman's vote shall be decisive. 

The InternatIOnal Commission may make recommendations con­
cerning amendments ,md additions wlllch should be made to the provi­
sions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Cnmbodia, in 
order to ensure more effective execution of the said Agreement. These 
recommendations shall bendopted unanimously. 
Article 131 

On questions concerning violations, 01' threats of violations, which 
might lead to a resumption of hostilities, and in particular, 

. (a) refusal by foreign armed forces to effect the movements 
proVIded for in the withdrawal plan, 

(b) violation or threats of VIOlation of the country's integrity 
by foreign armed forces, 

the decisiolls of the International Commission llmst Le unanimous. 
Art icle 1313 

If one of the parties refuses to put a recommendation of the Inter­
national Commi.ssion into effect, the part ies concerned or the Commis­
sion itself shall inform the members of the Geneva Conference. 

If the International Commission does not reach unanimity in the 
cases provided for in article 21, it shall transmit a majority report and 
one or more minority reports to members of the Conference, 

The. Internat.ional Commission shull inform the mp,mbp-rs of the 
Conferenre of all cases in which its work is being hindered. 
A rtiele 13.1 

The International Commission shall be set up at the time of the 
cessation of host iliti"s in Indo-China in order that it may be able to 
perform the tasks prescribed in article 13. 
Article 134 

The Illternation,d Commission for Supervision and Control in Calll­
bodia shall act in dose cooperation with the International Commis­
sions in Viet-Nllm and Laos. 

The Seeretaries-General of those three Commissions shall be respon­
sible for coordinating their work and for relations between them. 
Article 135 

The International Commission for Supervision and Control in Cam­
hodia muy, after consultation with the International Commissions in 
Viet-Nam and ill Laos, and having regard to the devel0l.'ment of the 
sit.uation in Viet-Nam and in Laos, progressively reduce Its activities. 
Such a decisionlllust be adopted unanimously, 
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CHAPTER V-IMPLEMENTATION 
Article 136 

The Commanders of the forces of the two parties shall ensure that 
persons under their respective commands who violate any of the pro­
visions of the present Agreement are suitably punished. 
Article 137 

The present Agreement on the cessation of hostilities shall apply to 
all the armed forces of either party. 
Article f38 

The Commanders of the forces of the two parties shall afford full 
protection and all possible assistance and co-operation to the Joint 
Commission and to the International CommiSSIOn and its inspection 
teams in t he performance of their functions. 
A rtide 13f} 

The .Toint Commission, composed of an equal number of representa­
tives of the Commands 'of the two parties, shall assist the parties in 
the implementfltion of all the clauses of the Agreement on the cessation 
of hostilities, ensure liaison between the two parties, draw up plans 
for the implementation of the Agreement, and endeavour to settle 
any dispute arising out of the implementation of the said clauses and 
plans. 
Article M 

The costs involved in the operation of the .Toint Commission shall 
be shared equally between the two parties. 
Article.1! 

The signatories of the present Agreement on the cessation of hos­
tilities nnd their successors in their functions shan be responsible for 
the observance and enforcement of the terms and provisions thereof. 
The Commanders of the forces of the two parties shall, within their 
respective commands, take all stel.'s and make all arrangements neces­
sary to ensure full complinnce WIth all the provisions of the present 
Agreement by all personnel under their command. 
Article~ 

The procedures laid down in the present Agreement shalll when­
ever necessary be examined by the Commands of the two parhes and, 
if necessary, defined more specifically by the Joint Commission. 
Article .1.1 

All the provisions of the present Agreement shan enter into force 
at 00 hours (Geneva time) on 23 July 1954. 

Done at Geneva on 20 July 1954. 
For the Commander-in-Chief of 

the Units of the Khmer Resist­
ance Forces and for the Com­
mander-in-Chief of the Viet­
N amese Military Units 

(signed) TA-QUANG-Buu 
Vice-Minister of National Defence 

of the Demofffatio Republio of 
Viet-Nam 

For the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Khmer National Armed 
Forces 

(signed) General NIIlEK 
TIouLONG 
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AGREEMENT ON THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES 
IN LAOS, JULY 20, 1954 1 

CHAPTER I-CEASE-FIRE AND EVAOUATION OF FOREIGN ARMED FORCES 
AND FOREIGN MILITARY PERSONNEL 

Article 1 
Tho Commanders of the armed forces of the parties in Laos shall 

order and enforce the complete cessation of all hostilities in Laos by all 
armed forces under their control, including all units and personnel of 
the ground, naval and air forces. 
Article P3 

In accordance with the principle of a simultaneous cease-fire 
throughout Indo-China the cessation of hostilities shall be simultaneous 
throughout the territory of Laos in all combat areas and for all forces 
of the two parties. 

In order to prevent any mistake or misunderstanding and to ensure 
that both the cessation of hostilities and tho disengagement and move-
ments of the opposi.ng forces are in fa:ct simultaneous. . 

(a) Taking Into account the tIme effectively reqUIred to trans­
mit the~cease-fire order down to the lowest echelons of the com­
batant forces on both sides, the two parties are agreed that the 
complete and simultaneous cease-fire throughout the territory of 
Laos shall become effect.ive at 8 hours (local time) on 6 August 
1954. It is agreed that: Pekin meantime shall be taken as local 
time. 

(b) Tho Joint Comlpission for Laos shall draw up a schedule 
for the ot.her operations resulting from the cessation of hostilities. 

Article 3 

Note: The cease-fire shall become effective 15 days after the 
entry into force of the present Agreement. 

All operations and movements entailed by the cessation of hostilities 
and regrouping must proceed in a safe and orderly fashion, 

(a) Within a number of days to be determined on the spot by 
the Joint Commission in Laos each palty shall be responsible for 
removing and neutralizing mines, booby traps, explosives and any 
other dangerous substance placed hy it. In the event of its being 
impossible to complete the work of removal and neutralization in 
time, the party concerned shall mark the spot by placing visible 
si gus there. 

(b) As regards the security of troops on the move following the 
lines of communication in accordance with the schedule previously 
drawn up by the .Toint Armistice Commission in Laos, and the 
safety of the assembly areas, detailed measures shall be adopted in 
each case bI the Joint Armistice Commission in Laos. In par­
ticular, whIle the forces of one party are withdrawing by a lin. 
of communication passing through the territory of the other party 
(road or waterways) the forces of the latter party shall proVision­
ally withdraw two kilometres on either side of such line of com­
munication, but in such a manner as to avoid interfering with the 
mOI'ement of the civil population_ 

lIC/~l, Rev. 1, 20 July 19M, OrtartDal: French. 
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Article 4 
The withdrawals and transfers of military forces, supplies a?d 

equipment shall be effected in "ccordance WIth the follOWIng prIn­
ciples, 

(a) The withdrawals and transfers of the military forees,sup­
plies and equipment of the two parties sl.mll be com~le~ed wlthm 
a period of 120 days from the dny on willch the Arnn,tlCe Agree­
ment enters into force. 

The two parties undertake to communicate their transfer plans 
to each other, for information, within 25 days of the entry into 
force of t he present Agreement. 

(b) The withdrawals of the Viet-Namese People's Volunteers 
f"om Laos to Viet-Nam shall be effected by provinces. The posi­
tion of those volunteers who were settled in Lnos before the hostili­
ties shall form the subjed of a special convention. 

(c) The routes for the withdmwal of the forces of the French 
Union and Viet-N amese People's Volunteers in Laos from Lao­
timl territory shall be fixed on the spot by the .Toint Commission. 

(d) The two parties shall guarantee that the withdrawals and 
transfers of all forces will be effpcted in accordance with the pur­
poses of this Agreement, and that they will not permit any hos­
tile action or take action of any kind whatever which might 
hinder such withdrawals or transf!'rs. The parties shall assist 
each other as far as possible. 

(e) While the withdm wals and transfers of the fore ... are pro­
ce.eding, the two parties shall not permit any destruction or sabo­
tage of any public property or any attack on the life or property of 
the local civilian populatIOn. They shall not permit any inter­
ference with the local civil administration. 

(f) The Joint Commission and the International Commission 
shall supervise the implementation of measures to ensure the safety 
of the forces during withdrawal and transfer. 

(g) The Joint Commission in Laos. shall determine the detailed 
procedures for the withdrawals and transfers of the forces in ac­
cordance with the above-mentioned principles. 

ArticleS 
During the days immediately preceding the cease-fire each party 

undertakes not to engage in any large-scale operation between the time 
when the Agreement on the cessation of hosttlities is signed at Geneva 
and the time when the cease-fire comes into effect. 

CHAI'TER II-PROHmITION OF THE INTRODUCTION OF FaF.8H TROOPS, 
MILrrARY PERSONNEL, ARMAMENTS AND MUNITIONS 

Article 6 
With effect from the proclamation of the cease-fire the introduction 

into Laos of any reinforcements of troops or military personnel from 
outside Laotian territory is prohibited. 

Nevertheless, the French High Command may leave a sJ;>ecified num­
ber of French military personnel required for the traIning of the 
Laotian National Army in the territory of Laos; the strength of such 
personnel shall not exceed one thousand five hundred (1,500) officers 
Rnd non-commissioned officers. 

79-6620-67-6 
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Artiale7 
Upon the entry into force of the present Agreement, the establish­

ment of new mihtary bases is prohibited throughout the territory of 
Laos. 
Artiole8 

The Hi!!,h Command of the French forces shall maintain in the ter­
ritory of Laos the personnel reqnired for the maintenance of two 
French military establishments, the first at Seno and the second in 
the Mekong valley, either in the province of Vientiane or downstream 
from Vientiane. 

The effectives maintained in these military establishments shall not 
exceed a total ofthree thousand five hundred (3,500) men. 
Article 9 

Upon the entry into force of the present Agreement and in accord­
ance with the declaration made at the Geneva Conference by the Royal 
Government of Laos on 20 .Tuly 1954, the introduction into Laos of 
armaments, munitions and military equipment of all kinds is pro­
hibited, with the exception of a specified quantity of armaments in 
categories specified as necessary for the defence of Laos. 
Artiole 10 

The new armaments and military personnel permitted to enter Laos 
in accordance with the terms of Article 9 above slmll enter Laos at the 
following points only: Luang--Prabang, Xiellg--Khouang, Vientiane, 
Seno, Pal,sc, Savannakhet and TeMpone. 

CHAPTER III-DISENGAOE""NT OF THE FOROF.s-ASSEMBI.y AREAs­

CONCENTRATION AREAS 
Article 11 

The ~iseng-al!"m"nt of the armed forces of both sides, including- con­
cent.rlltlOn of the armed forces, movements to rejoin the provisional 
assembly Ilreas allotted to one party and provisional withdrawal move­
men~s by the other party, shall be completed within a period not ex­
ceedmg fifteen (15) days after the cease fire. 
ArticlelB 

The Joint Commission in Laos shall fix the site and boundaries: 
--of the five (5) provisional assembly areas for the reception of 

the Vietnamese People's Volunte"r Forces, 
--of the five (5) provisional assembly areas for the reception 

of the French forces m Laos, 
-of the twelve (12) provisionlll assembly areas, one to each 

province, for tbe reception of the fig-hting units of "Pathet Lao". 
-The forceB of the Laotian National Army shall remain in .itu 

during the entire duration of the operations of diAAng-Rg-nment and 
transfer of foreign forces and fig-hting- units of "Pathet Lao". 

Article 19 
The foreign Forces shall be transferred outside Laotian territory 

as follows: 
(1) French Foroes: The French forces will be moved out of 

lAWS by road (along routes laid down hy the .Toint Commission 
in Laos) and also by air and inland waterway; 
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(2) Vietname.e People'. Volunteer foroe.: These forces will 
be moved out of Laos by land, along routes and in accordance with 
a schedulo to be determined by the Joint Commission in Laos in 
accordance with principle of simultaneous withdrawal of foreign 
forces. 

Artiole 1J,. 
Pending a political settlement, the fighting units of "Pathet Lao", 

concentrated m the provisional assembly areas, shall move into the 
Provinces of Phongsaly and Sam-Neua, except for any military per­
sonnel who wish to be demobilised where they are. They will be free 
to move between those two Provinces in a corridor along the frontier 
between Laos and Viet-Nam bounded on the south by the Lino SOP 
KIN, NA MI-SOP SANG, MUONG SON. 

Concentration shall be completed within one-hundred-and-twenty 
(120) days from the date of entry into force of the present Agreement. 
Artiole 15 

Each I;'arty undertakes to refrain from any reprisals or discrimina­
tion agamst persons or organizations for their activities during the 
hostilities aud also undertakes to guarantee their democratic freedoms. 

CHAPl'ER IV-PRISONERS OF WAR AND CIVILIAN INTERNEES 

Artiole 16 
Tho liberation and repatriation of all prisoners of war and civilian 

internees detained by each of the two parties at the coming into force 
of the present Agreement shall be carried out under the following 
conditions: 

(a) All prisoners of war and civilian internees of I,aotian and 
other nationalities captured since the beginning of hostilities in 
Laos, during military operations or in any other circumstances of 
war and in any part of the territory of Laos, shall be liberated 
within a period of thirty (30) days after the date when the cease­
fire comes into effect. 

(b) The term "civilian internees" is understood to mean all 
persons who, having in any way contributed to the political and 
armed strife between the two parties, have been arrested for that 
reason or kept in detention by either party during the period of 
hostilities. 

(c) All foreign prisoners of.war captu,:,,~ by either party shall 
be surrendered to theappropnate authorItIes of the other party, 
who shall give them all possible assistance in proceeding to the 
destination of their choice. 

CHAPTER V-MIsCELLANEOUS 

Article 17 
The Commanders of the forces of the two parties shall ensure that 

persons IInder their respective comma~ds who ~olate any of the pro­
visions of the present Agreement are SUItably pumshed. 

Article 18 
In cases in which the place of burial is known and the existence 

of graves has been established, the Commander of the forces of either 
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party shall, within a specip.ed period after the entry into force of the 
present Agreement, pel'l!llt the waves service of the other party to 
enter that part of .Laotlan terrItory under his military control for 
the purpose of findmg and removing the bodies of deceased military 
personnel of that party, including the bodies of deceased prisoners of 
war. 

T!.e Joint Commission shall fix the procedures by which this task is 
carrIed out and the time limits withm which it must be completed 
The Comman?ers of t~e ~orces of each party shall communicate t~ 
the '?t~er all mformatlOn m his possession as to the place of burial 
of mlhtary personnel of the other party. 
Article 19 

The present Agreement shall apply to all the armed forces of either 
party. The. ~rmed forces of each party shall respect the territory 
under !:he mlhtary control of the other party, and engage in no hostile 
act ,agamst the other rarty. 

F?r t~e purpose 0 t~e present article the word "territory" includes 
terrItorIal waters and aIr space. 
Article fJ() 

ThelJommander of t?e forc~ of the two parties shall afford full 
protec~IO!l and aJI I!o'!Blble asSIstance and co-operation to the Joint 
COm"IllS~IOn an~ Its Jomt o.rgans and to the International Commission 
and Its !nspectlOn teams m the 'performance of the functions and 
tasks aSSIgned to them by the present Agreement. 
ArticlefJ1 
. .The costs involved in the operation of the Joint Commission a.nd its 
lomt groups a.nd of the International Commission a.nd its inspection 
teams shall be shared equally between the two parties. 
ArticldfJ 

'1:'he sign!'-tories of the present Agreement and their successors in 
theIr functIOns shall be responsible for the observance and enforce­
ment of the terms an? provisions thereof. The Commanders of the 
forces of the two partIes shall, within their respective commands take 
alj steps !,nd make all arrangements necessary to ensure full' com­
plIance WIth all the proyisions of the present Agreement by all mili­
tary personnel under theIr command. 
ArticlefJ3 

The procedures I.nid down in the present Agreement shall, whenever 
necessary, be exammed by the Commanders of the two parties and if 
ne.('essary, defined more specifically by the Joint Commission. ' 

CII."'T"R VI-.ToINT COMMISSION AND INTERNATIONAL CoMMISSION FOR 
SUPERVISION AND CON'I'HOf. IN J..,,\08 

Article fJ4 
ResJ!O!l~ibility for the. execution of the Agreement on the cessation 

of hostlhtles shall rest WIth the parties. 
Article fJ5 

An ~~ternational Commission shall be entrusted with control and 
sup"rvlslon over the application of the provisions of the Agreement on 
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the cessation of hostilities in Laos. It shall be composed of represeJlta­
tives of the following States: Canada India and Poland. It shall be 
presided over hy the representative of India. Its hl'adqnnrters shall be 
at Vientiane. 
Article 136 

The International Commission shall set up fixed and mobile inspec· 
tion teams, composed of an equal number of oflicer" appointed hy each 
of the above-mentioned States. 

The fixed teams shall be located at the following points: Pakse, Seno, 
TcliCpone, Vient.iane, Xieng-Khonang, Phongsltly, Sophao (province 
of Samneua). These points of location may, at a later dat.e, be altered 
by agr~'!lent between the Government of Laos and t.he International 
CommISSIOn. 

The zones of act ion of the mobile tea.ms shull be l'rgions bordering 
t.he land frontiers of Laos. Within the limit.s of their zones of action 
t he~ shall have the right to move freely and sh,dl receive from the local 
ciVIl and military authorities a1\ facilities they may require for the ful­
filment of their tasks (provisions of perHolllIel, access to documents 
needed for Hupervision, summoning of witmosses needrd for holding 
enquiries, the security and freedom of movement of the inHped ion 
teltlllS etc .... ). They shall have at their disposnl such rnoclerIlllleans 
of transport, observation and communication as t.hey may J'{'quire. 

Outsido the ZOIl('.S of action defined above, the mobile teams may, wit h 
the agreement of the Command of the party concerned, move about 
as required by the tasks assigned to them by the preSl'nt. Agr<'.clllent. 

Article ~7 
The International Commission shall be responsible for supervising 

the eXeAmtion by the parties of the provisions of the present Agreement.. 
For this purpose it shall fuliill the functions of control, observation, 
inspection and investigation cOllnected wit.h the implementation of the 
provisions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities, and shall 
m particular: ' 

(a) Control the withdmwal of foreign forces in accorrinnee 
with the provisions of the Agreement on t.he cessation of hostilities 
and see that frontiers are respected: 

(b) Control the release of prisoners of war nnd civilinn inter· 
nees: 

(c) Supervise, at ports and airfields and along nil t.he frontiers 
of Laos, the implementation of the provisions regulat.ing the in­
troduction into Laos of military personnel and war materIals; 

(d) Supervise the implementation of the clauses of t.he Agree· 
ment on the cessat.ion of hostilities relating to rotation of person· 
nel and to supplies for French Union s{'eurity forces maintained 
in Laos. 

Article 138 
A Joint Commission shall be set up to facilitate the implementation 

of the clauses relating to the withdrawal of foreign forces. 
The Joint Commission shall form joint groups, the number of which 

shall be decided by mntual agreement between the parties. 
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The Joint Commission shall facilitate the implementation of the 
clauses of the agreement on the cessation of hostilities relating to the 
simultaneous and general cease-fire in Laos for all regular and irregular 
armed forces of the two parties. 

It shall assist the parties in the implementation of the said clauses i 
it shall ensure liaison between them for the purpose of preparing and 
carrying out plans for the implementation of the said clauses; it shall 
endeavour to settle any disputes between the parties arising out of 
the imI?lementation of these clauses. The joint groups shall follow the 
forces III their movements and shall be disbanded once the withdrawal 
plans have been carried out. 
Artiele B9 

The Joint Commission and the joint groups shall be composed of an 
equal number of representatives of the commands of the parties 
concerned. 
Artiole30 

The International Commission shall, through the medium of the 
inspection teams mentioned above, and as soon as possible, either on its 
own initiative, or at the request of the Joint Commission, or of one of 
the parties, undertake the necessary investigations both documentary 
and on the ground. 
Article 31 

The inspection teams shall submit to the International Commission 
the results of their supervision, investigation and observations; fur­
thermore, they shall draw lip such special reports as they may consider 
necessary or as may be requested from them by the Commission. In 
the case of a disagreement within the teams, the findings of each mem­
ber shall be transmitted to the Commission. 
Article3B 

If an insI?ection team is unable to settle an incident or considere that 
there is a VIOlation or a threat of R serious violation, the International 
Commission shall be informed; the latter shall examme the re'ports and 
findings of the inspection teams and shall inform the partles of the 
measures which should be taken for the settlement of the incident, 
ending of the violation or removal of the threat of violation. 
Article 33 

When the Joint Commission is unable to reach an agreement on the 
interpretation of R provision or on the appraisal of a fact, the Inter­
national Commission shall be informed of the disputed question. Its 
recommendations shall be sent directly to the parties and shall be 
notified to the Joint Commission. 
Article 34 

The recommendations of the International Commission shall be 
adopted by majority vote, subject to the provisions contained in arti­
cle 35. If the votes are equally divided, the chairman's vote shall be 
decisive. 
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The International Commission may make recommendations con­
cerning amendments and additions whIch should be made to the provi­
sions of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Laos, in order 
to ensnre more effective execution of the said Agreement. These rec­
ommendations shall be adopted unanimously. 
Article 35 

On questions concerning violations, or threats of violations, which 
might lead to a resumption of hostilities, and in particular, 

(a) refusal by foreign armed torces to effect the movements 
provided for in the withdrawal plan; 

(b) violation or threat of VIOlation of the country's integrity 
by foreign armed forces, 

the decisions of the International Commission must be unanimous. 
Article 36 

If one of the parties refuses to put a recommendation of the Inter­
national Commission into effect, the parties concerned or the Commis­
sion itself shall inform the members of the Geneva Conference. 
If the Inteniational Commission does not reach unanimity in the 

cases provided for in article 35, it shall transmit a majority report 
and one or more minority reports to the members of the Conference. 

The International Commission shall inform the members of the 
Conference of all cllses in which its work is being hindered. 
Article 37 

The International Commission shall be set up at the time of the 
cessation of hostilities in Indo-China in order that it may be able to 
fulfill the tasks prescribed in article 27. 
Artiole 38 

The International Commission for Supervision and Control in Laos 
shall act in close co-operation with the International Commissions in 
Viet-Nam and Cambodia. 

The Secretaries-General of these three Commissions shall be respon­
sible for co-ordinating their work and for relations between them. 
Article 39 

The International Commission for Supervision and Control in Laos 
may', after c~nsultation with the International Commissions in Cam­
b~dia .and VIet-~am, hav!ng regard to the. development of the situ­
atIOn m CambodIa and V,et-Nam, progressIvely reduce its activities. 
Such a decision must be reduced unalllmously. These recommenda­
tions shall be adopted unanimously. 

CHAPfER VII 
Article 40 

All the provisions ~f the present Agreement, save paragraph (a) of 
ArtIcle 2, shall enter Illto force at 24 hours (Geneva time) on 22 July 
1954. 
Artiele 41 

Done in Geneva (Switzerland) on 20 July 1954, at 24 hours, in the 
French language. 



80 HOU'I'HEAS'l' ASIA AND VIETNAM 

FINAL DECLARATION OF GENEVA CONFERENCE, 
JULY 21, 1954 1 

Final declaration, dated July 21, 1954, of the Geneva Conference 
on the problem of restoring peace in Indo-China, in which the repre­
sentatives of Cambodia the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, 
France, Laos, the People's Republic of China, the State of Viet-Nam 
theh Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the Unitetd Kingdom, and 
the United States of America took part. 

1. The Conference takes note of the agreements ending hostilities in 
Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam and organizing international control 
and the supervision of the execution of the provisions of these agree­
ments. 

2. The Conference expresses satisfaction at the ending of hostilities 
in Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam; the Conference expresses its con­
viction that the execution of the provisions set out in the present dec­
laration and in the agreements on the cessation of hostilities will permit 
Cambodia, Laos and Viet-N am henceforth to play their part, in full 
independence and sovereignty, in the peaceful community of nations. 

3. The Conference takes note of the declarations made by the Govern­
ments of Cambodia and of Laos of their intention to adopt measures 
permitting all citizens to take their place in the national communit,~, 
III particular by participating in the next general elections, which, III 
conformity with the constitution of each of these countries, shan take 
place in the course of the year 1955, by 'lI'Cret ballot and in conditions 
of respect for fundamental freedoms. 

4. The Conference takes note of the clauses in the agreement on the 
cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nam prohibiting the introduction into 
Viet-Nam of foreign troops and military personnel as well as of all 
kinds of arms and munitions. The Conference also takes note of the 
declarations made by the Governments of Cambodia and Laos of their 
resolution not to request foreign aid, whether in war material, in 
personnel or in instructors except for the purpose of the effective 
defence of their territory and, in the case of Laos, to the extent defined 
by the agreements on the cessation of hostilities in Laos. 

5. The Conference takes note of the clauses in the agreement on the 

I 
cessation of hostilities in Viet-N am to the effect that no military base 
under the control of a foreign State may be established in the regroup­
ing zones of the two parties, the latter having the obligation to see that 
the zones allotted to them shall not constitute part of anx military 

I alliance and shall not be utilized for the resumptIOn of host!lities or in 
the service of an aggressive policy. The Conference also takes note of 
the declarations of the Governments of Cambodia and Laos to the 
effect that they will not join in any agreement with other States if 
this agreement includes the obligation to participate in a military alli­
ance not in conformity with the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations or, in the case of Laos, with the principles of the agreement on 

1 Ie/4a/Rev. 2,21 July 1954, Orla-Ina]: French 
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the cessation of hostilities in Laos or, so long as their ~curity is ~ot 
threatened, the obligation to establish bas.es on CambodIan or Laotian 
territory for the Imhlary forces of foreIgn rowers. 

6. The Conference recognizes that the 6l!s!lntlal purp'ose of .the ag~ee­
ment relatin to Viet-N am is to sett,l~ mIlitary ques1;lOns .wlth a vle~ 
to ending ho~tilities and that t.he mlhtary demarcatlO~ Ii~e IS pro.v!­
sional and should not in any way be interpreted as constlt,;,tlllg a p'0I!tJ­
calor territorial boundary. The Conferen~e expresses Its ~nvlct!on 
that the execution of the prOVISIOns set out III the present declaratIOn 
and in the agreement on the cessation of hostilities crea~e~ the ne" •• seary 
basis for the achievement in the near future of a politiCal settlement 
in Viet-Nam. . N' ed 

7. The Conference declares that, so far as Viet-a~ IS concern , 
the settlement of political problems,. effected on ~he I?asIS of I'Il!'pect for 
the principles of independence, umty. and terfltorlRl Illtegrlty, shall 
permit the Viet-Namese people to enJoy the fundamental freedoms, 
guaranteed by democratic institutions established as It result of !ree 
general elections by secret ballot. In order to ensure that suffiCIent !1 
progress in the restoration of peace has bee~ made, and tl?-at all ~he ! 
necessary conditions obtain fo~ free expressIon of the natlOn.a~ wIlll ·, 
general elections shall.be. held III July 1956, under tl?-e supervISIOn ot l' 
an international commISSIOn composed ?f represent":tll:'es of the Mem- ; 
ber States of the International Supervlsor,1;. 9ommlsslOni re!erred .to :, 
in the agreement on the cessation of hostJhtJes. Consu t!'tlOns WIll , 
be held on this subject between the competent representatIve author-
ities of the two zones from 20 July 1955 011 wards.. ' , . 

8 The provisions of the a~reements on the cessation of hostilitIes 
in~ded to ensure the. protectIOn of i.ndivid,!als and of property mu.st 
be most strictly applied and ~ust, III part!cular, a.llow everyone III 
Viet-Nam to decide freely in whICh zone he WIshes to live. 

9. The competent representative authorities of t~~ Northern and 
Southern zones of Viet-Nru,n, as w~1I ~s. the authorIties .of Laos .and 
Cambodia, must not permIt any Illdlv!dual or colle~tlve reprIsals 
against persons who have coll.aborated III an,! way WIth ~ne o~ ~he 
parties during the war or agalllst members 0 such fersons famIlies. 

10. The Conference t~kes note of the dec~ar~tion 0 the ~overnm~nt 
of the French Republic to the effect t~at It IS ready ~<1 WIthdraw Its 
troops from the territory of CambodIa, Laos and Vlet-Nam, at the 
request of the governments concerned a,!d within p'eriods which shall 
be fixed by agreement between the partIes except III the cases where, 
by agreement between the. two p,,;rties, a certalll nu.mber .of French 
troops shall remain at speCIfied POlllts and for a speCIfied tune. 

11. The Conference takes note of the declaration of the French 
Government to the effect that for the settle,,\ent .of all the p~oblems 
connected with the re-establishment and consohdatlOn of ~ce III Cam­
bodia Laos and Viet-Nam, the French Government. WIll p~~ 
from 'the principle of respect for the independence and "?verelgnty, 
unity and territoria) inte~ity of Cam!x>dla, Laos and. Vlet.-N am. 

12. In their relations WIth CambodIa, Laos and Vlet-Nam, each 
member of the Geneva Conference undertakes to respect the 
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BOvereignty, the independence, the unity and the territorial integrity 
of the .. bove-mentioned states, and to refrain from any interference 
in their internal affairs. 

13. The members of the Conference agree to consult one another on 
any question which may be referred to them by the International Super. 
visory Commission in order to study such measures as may p'rove 
necessary to ensure that the agreements on the cessation of hostIlities 
in Cambodia, Laos and Viet·Nam are respected. 

THE CEASE-FIRE AGREEMENTS IN INDOCHINA: 
Statement by the President, July 21, 1954 1 

I am glad, of course, that agreement has been reached at Geneva 
to stop the bloodshed in Indochina. 

The United States has not been a belligerent in the war. The pri­
mary responsibility for the settlement· in Indochina rested with those 
nations which participated ill the fighting. Our role at Geneva has 
been at all times to try to be helpful where desired and to aid France 
and Cambodia, Laos, and Viet-Nam to obtain a just and honorable 
settlement which will take into account the needs of the interested 
people. Accordingly, the United States has not itself been party to 
or bound by the decisions taken by the Conference, but it is our 
hope that it will lead to the establIshment of peace consistent with 

II 
the ri$hts and the needs of the countries concerned. The lI£T!"lme,ut 

'I contams features whi~ we do not like, but a great deal depenasoh 
Iii Iiow t1ieyv('ol'kin practICe. 
~ The United States is issuing at Geneva a statement to the effect 
, that it is not prepared to join m the Conference declaration, but, as 

loyal members of the United Nations, we also say that, in compliance 
WIth the obligations and J?rinciples contained in article 2 of the United 
Nations Charter, the Umted States will not use force to disturb the 
settlement. We also say that any renewal of Communist aggression 
would be viewed by us as a matter of grave concern. 

As evidence of our resolve to assist Cambodia and Laos to play 
their part, in full independence and sovereignty, in the peaceful com­
mllDity of free nations, we are requesting the agreement of the Gov­
ernments of Cambodia and Laos to our appointment of an Ambassador 
or Minister to be resident at their respective capitals (Phnom Penh 
and Vientiane). We already have a Chief of Mission at Saigon

l 
the 

capital of Viet-Nam, and thIS Embassy will, of course, be maintamed. 
The United States is actively pursuing discussions with other free 

nations with a view to the rapid organization of a collective defense in 
Southeast Asia in order to prevent further direct or indirect Com­
mllDist aggression in that general area. 

t Department of State Bulletin, Aug. 2, 19ri4. p. H18. 
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(This wnilateral deolaration by the United States Gove~n.t se!B 
forth its position with regard to the Geneva Accords, whwh .t dUl 
not sign.) 

. STATEMENT BY THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 1 

, AT THE CONCLUDING PLENARY SESSION OF THE 
GENEVA CONFERENCE, JULY 21, 1954' 

As I stated on July 18, my Governme~t is not prepared to join ina 
de.claration by the Co~fereI.'ce such as IS S?bmltt;ed. ~,?we,:,er, the 
United States makes thIS UnIlateral declaratIOn of ItS pOSIt.Ion III these 
matters: 
Declaration 

The Government of the United States being resolved to devote its 
efforts to the strengthening of peace in accordance with the principles 
and purposes of the United Nations takes note of the agreements con­
cluded at Geneva on July 20 and 21,1954 between (a) the Fran.co­
Laotian Command and the Command of the Peoples Army of VIet­
Nam; (b) the Royal Khmer Army Command ,,!,d the Command of 
the Peoples Army of Viet-Nam; (c) Franco-VIetnamese Command 
and the Command of the Peoples Army of Viet-Nam and of para­
graphs 1 to 12 inclusive of the declaration presented to the Geneva 
Conference on July 21, 1954 declares with regard to the aforesaid 
agreements and paragraphs that (i) it will refrain from the threat or 
the use of force to disturb them, in accordance with Article 2( 4) of the 
Charter of the United Nations dealing with the obligation of members , 
to refrain in their international relations from the t~reat o~ use. of \ 
force; and (ii) it would view any.renewal of the aggressIOn m vlO!atlOn I, 
of the aforesaid agreements WIth grave concern and as. serIOusly" 
threatening intern!'tlOnal peace and. security.. . I 

In connection WIth the statement m the declaratIOn concernmg free 
elections in Viet-Nam my Government wishes to make clea~ its posi­
tion which it has expressed in It declaration made in Washmgton on 
.June29,1954,asfollows: 

In the CRse of nations now divIded against their wi we sball continue to seek 
to achieve unity through tree~ectiori8su se y the United Nations to insure 
that they are conducted fairly. 

With respect to the statement made, by the. repres~r:tativB of the 
State of Viet-Nam, the Umted States reIterates Its traditIOnal posltl~n 
that peoples are entitled to determine tJleir ow!' future, alld thll~ It 
will not join in an arrangement which would hmder thIS. N othmg 
in its declaration just made is intended to or does indicate any de­
parture from this traditional position. 

We share the hope that the agreements will permit Cambodia,. Laos 
and Viet-N am to play th~ir part, i~ full indep~dence and soverelgntyz 
in the peaceful communIty of natIOns, and WIll en .. ble the peoples Of 
that area to determine their own future. 

1 Walter Bedell Smith. 
~ Department of State B.dJe"ft., Aug. 2. 19M. pp. 162-168. 
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• (Thill ~reaty was e'1llOillag~d by the United Stat,es several years be/or. 
.ts oreatwn but was eapeciall;y sought by PreB'ldent Eillenlwwer and 
SecretOfil of State Dullea after the Geneva Oonference. The treaty 
entered onto force on February 19, 1955.) 

SOUTHEAST ASIA COLLECTIVE DEFENSE TREATY 
AND PROTOCOL THERETO, SEPTEMBER 8, 1954 1 

Text of Treaty 

The Parties to this Treaty, . 
Recognizing the sovereign equality of all the Parties, 
Reiterating their.faith in the purposes and principles set forth in the 

Charter of the Ullited Nations Ilnd their desire to Ii"e in peace with 
all peoples and all governments, 

R~affirming that in accordance with t,he Charter of the United 
~atlOns, they uphold the principle of equal rights and self-determina­
tion of peoples, and declaring that they will earnestly strive by every 
peacefu1 means to promote self-government and to secure the inde­
pendence of all countries whose peoples desire it and are able to under­
take its responsibilities, 

Desiring to strengthen the fabric of peace and freedom and to up­
hold the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of 
law, and to promote the economic well-being and deyelopment of all 
peoples in the treaty area, 

Intending to ?eclare publicI:)' and fo~ally their sense of unity, SO 
th.t any potential aggressor Will apprecmte that the Parties stand to­
gether in the area, and 

Desiring further to coordinate their efforts for collective defense for 
the preservation of peace and security, 

Therefore agree as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

The Parties undert.ake, as set forth in the Charter of the United 
~ ationsl to settle any international disputes in which they may be 
mvolvea ~y peace~ul '!leans in such a manner that international peace 
!,nd sec,!rlty and Justice are not endangered, and to refrain in their 
mternatlOnal relatIOns from the threat or use of force in any manner 
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations. 

AlrrICLE II 

In order more effectively to achieve the objectives of this Treltty 
t~e Parties, separately and j.ointIXj 

by !"ea!ls of continuous and effec­
tIve self-help and mutual aid wiI mamtam and develop their indi­
vidual and collectiv~ capa?it,v. to ~ist armed att.nck and t? prevent 
and counter subversive activIties dll'ected from Without agamst their 
territorial integrity and political stability. 

16 UST 81: Treatlell and Other International Acta Serte8 8170. 
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ARTICLE III 

The Parties undertake to strengthen their free institutions and ~o 
cooperate with one another in the further development of economIC 
measures, including technical assist.ance, designed both 1? p~mote 
economic progress and social well-bemg and to further the mdlvldual 
and collective efforts of governments toward these ends. 

AnTICI,E IV 

1. Each Party recognizes that aggression by means ~J!~attaek 
in the treaty area agamst any of the Parties or agamst any State or 
territory which the Parties by unanimous agreement may hereafter 
desi~ate, would endanger its own peace and safety, and agrees t~at 
it Will in that event act to meet the common danger m accordance With 
its constitutional processes. Measures taken under this paragraph 
shall be immediately reported to the Security Council of the United 
Nations. 

2. If, in the opinion of any of the Parties, the inviQ.l!!bility or the 
integrity of the territory or the sovereignty or political indep~dence 
of 1l11TPn1'tyin Ilie treaty area or of any. other. State or ~rrlt01'J.' to 
which the provisions of paragraph 1 of t.hlS ArtICle from time to time 
a.pply is threatened in any way other than by armed attack or is 
affectedor tnrl!llre-nea by any fact or situation which might endanger 
the peace of the area, the Parties shall consult immediately in order to 
agree on the measures which should be taken for the common defense. 

3. It is understood that no action on the territory of any State 
designated by unanimou~ agreement under paragraph 1 of t~is -:\rti.cle 
or on any territory so deSignated shall be taken except at the mVltatlOn 
or with the consent of the government concerned. 

ARTICLE V 

The Parties hereby establish a Council, on which each of them shall 
be represented,!. to consider matters concerning the implementation of 
this Treaty. The Council shall provide for ~ons';1ltatlOn wi.th r.egard 
to military and any other plannmg as the situation obtammg m the 
treaty area may from time to time require. The Council shall be 
so organized as to be able to meet at any time. 

ARTICLE VI 

This Treaty does not affect and shall not be interpreted as a.ffecting 
in any way the rights and obligations of any of the Parties under the 
Charter of the United Nations or the responsibility of the United 
Nat.ions for the maintenance of internatIOnal peace and security. 
Each Party declares that none of the international engagements now 
in force between it and any other of the Parties or any t.hird party is 
in conflict with the proviSIOns of this Treaty, and undert.akes not to 
enter into any international engagements in conflict with t his Treaty. 
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ARTIOLE VII 

Any other State in a position to further the objectives of this Treaty 
and to contribute to the soourity of the area may, by unanimous agree­
ment of the Parties, be invited to accede to this Treaty. Any State 
SO invited may become a Party to the Treaty by deposit.ing its instru· 
ment of accession with the Government of the Republic of the Philip­
pines. The Government of the Republic of the PhilipJ;>ines shall in· 
form each of the Parties of the deposit of each such mstrument of 
accession. 

ARTICLE VIII 

~ 
As used in this Treaty, the "treaty area" is thegen .. rnl area of South­

east Asia, including also the entire territories of the Asian Parties, and 
the g)lneral area of the Southwest Pacific not including the Paci'fic area 
north of 21 degrees 80 minutes north latitude. The Parties may, by 
unanimous agreement, amend this Article to include within the treaty 
area the territory of any State acceding to this Treaty in accordance 
with Article VII or otherwise to change the treaty area. 

ARTICLE IX 

1. This Treaty shall be deposited in the archives of t.he Government 
of the Republic of the Philippines. Duly certified copies thereof shall 
be transmitted by that government to the other signatories. 

2. The Treaty shall be ratified and its provisions carried out by the 
Parties in accordance with their respective constitutional processes. 
The instruments of ratification shall be deposited as soon as possible 
with the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, which shall 
not.ify all of the other signatories of such deposit. 

3. The Treaty shall enter into force between the States which have 
ratified it as soon as the instruments of ratification of a majority of 
the signatories shall have been deposited, and shaIl come into effect 
with respect to each other St.ate on the date of the deposit of its instru­
ment of ratification. 

ARTICLE X 

This Treaty shall remain in force indefinitely, but any Party may 
cease to be a Party one year after its notice of denunciation has been 
given to the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, which 
shall inform the Governments of the other Parties of the deposit of 
each notice of denunciation. 

ARTICLE XI 

The English text of this Treaty is binding on the Parties, but when 
the Parties have agreed to the French text thereof and have so notified 
the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, the French text 
shall be equaIly authentic and binding on the Parties. 
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Understanding of the United States of America 

The United States of Ameriea in executing the present Treaty does 
so with the understanding that its recognition of the effect of aggres­
sion and armed attack and its agreement with reference thereto in 
Article IV, ,Paragraph 1, apply only to communist aggression but 
affirms that m the event of other a~gression or armed attack it will 
consult under the provisions of Article IV, paragraph 2. . 

In witness whereof, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed 
thls Treaty. 

Done at Manila, this eighth day of September, 1954. 
For Australia: 

R. G.CASEY 
For France: 

G. LA CUAMBRE 
For New Zealand: 

CUFTONWEBB 
For Pakistan: 

Signed for transmission to my Government for its consideration 
and action in accordance with the Constitution of Pakistan. 

ZAFRULLA KHAN 
For the Republic of the Philippines: 

CARLOS P. GAROIA 
FRANClSOO A. DELGADO 
TOMAS L. CABILI 
LoRENzoM. TANADA 
CORNELIO T. VILLAREAL 

For the Kingdom of Thailand: 
WAN W AITHA YAKON KROMMUN NARADHIP BONGSPRABANDH 

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 
READING 

:For the United States of America: 
JOHN FOSTER DULLES 
H. ALEXANDER SMITH 
MIOHAEL J. MANSFIELD 

I CERTIFY THAT the foregoing is a true copy of the Southea.st Asia 
Collective Defense Treaty concluded and signed in the English lan­
lP'age at Manila, on September 8, 1954, the signed original of which 
IS de,Posited in the archives of the Government of the Republic of the 
Philippines. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I, RAUL S. MANGLAPUs, Undersecretary 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines, have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the seal of the Department of Foreign Affairs 
to be affixed at the City of Manila, this 14th day of Octooor, 1954. 

[SEAL] Raul S. Manglapus 
RAUL S. MANGLAPUS 

Under8euretary of Foreign Affair8 
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Protocol to the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty 

DESIGNATION OP STATES AND TERRITORY AS TO WHICH PROVISIONS OP 
ARTICLE IV AND ARTICLE III ARE To BE APPLICABLE 

The Parties to the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty 

I 
unanimously designate for the purposes of Article IV of the Treaty 
the States of Cambodia and Laos and the free territory under the 
jurisdiction of the State of Vietnam.. . 

The Parties further agree that the above mentIOned states and terri­
tory shall be eligible in respect of the economic measures contemplated 
by Article III. . . . , 

This Protocol shall enter mto force Simultaneously With the commg 
into force of the Treaty. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOP, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have 
signed this Protocol to the Southeast Asia ColleiCtive Defense Treaty. 

Done at Manila, this eighth day of September, 1954. 

(With tM Geneva accords, Vietnam, Laos, and Oambodia became 
fully Vndependent statetJ. Accordingly this communique announced 
agreement by France and United States to channel U.S. assistance 
direotly to thetJe countrietJ.) 

. DIRECT AID TO THE ASSOCIATED STATES: Commu­
nique Regarding Franco-American Conversations, September 
29, 1954' 

Representatives of the two Governments have had very frank and 
useful talks which have shown the community of their views, and are 
in full agreement on the objectives to b~ attained.. . 

The conclusion of the Southeast ASia Collective Defense Treaty In 
Manila on September 8, 1954, has p~ov!ded a fi~er basis tha,n h~~to­
fore to assist the free nations of Asut In developm.g and mamtammg 
their independence ":nd security. The representatives. of France and 
the United States Wish to reaffirm the support of their Governmente 
for the principles of self-government, indep,endence, justice and liberty 
proclaimed by the Pacific Charter in Manila on September 8, 1954. 

The representatives of France and the United State~ reaffirm the 
intention of their governments to support the complete mdependence 
of Cambodia, Laos, and Viet-Nam. Both France and the United 
States will continue to assist Cambodia, Laos, and Viet-Nam in their 
efforts to safeguard their freedom and independence and to advance 
the welfare of their peoples. In this spirit France and the United 
States are assisting the Government of Viet-N am in the resettlement 
of the Vietnamese who have of their own free will moved to free 
Viet-N am and who already number some 800,000. 

In order to contribute to the security of the area pending the further 
development of national forces for this purpose, the representatives 

lluued at WUhtD&'tOD; Department of State BuUdm, Oet. 11, 19~., p. rl8.. The 
Untted Bta-tee 19'&1 reprelented by ActtnlLSeeretary Smith and Fmnce by Guy LaChambre, 
Minister of State for Relation. with the Three AI80clated Btate., and Edgar Faure, F'lnance 
Minister. 
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of France indicated that France is prepared to retain forces of its 
Expeditionary Corps, in agreement witli the government concerned, 
within the limits permitted under the Geneva agreements and to 
an extent to be determined. The United States will consider the ques­
tion of financial assistance for the Expeditionary Corps in these 
circumstances in addition to support for the forces of each of the three 
Associated States. These 9uestions vitally affect each of the three 
Associated States and are bemg fully discussed with them. 

The channel for :Ii'rench and United States economic aid, budgetary 
support, and other assistance t? each of the Associate<!- State:~ will ~e 
direct to that state. The Umted States representatives will begm 
discussions soon with the respective governments of the Ass?cia!'ld 
States regarding direct aid. The methods for efficient coordmatlOn 
of French and United States ai.d pro~ams to ea?h of the three Ass~­
ciated States are under consideratIOn and Will be developed In 
discussions with each of these states. 

After the bilateral talks, the chiefs of diplomatic missions in Wash­
ington of Cambodia, Laos and Viet N am were invited to a final 
meeting to have an exchange of views and information on these mat­
ters. The representatives' of all five countries are in complete agree­
ment on the objectives of peace and freedom to be achieved in 
Indochina. 

, AID TO THE STATE OF VIET-NAM: Message From the 
President of the United States to the President of the Council 
of Ministers of Vlet-Nam, October 23, 1954' 

DEAR Ma. PRESIDENT: I have been following with great interest the 
course of developments in Viet-Nam, particularly since the conclusion 
of the conference at Geneva. The implications of the agreement con­
cerning Viet-Nam have caused grave concern regarding the future of 
a country temporarily divided by an artificial military grouping, 
weakened by a long and exhausting war and faced with enemies with­
out and by their subversive collaborators within. 

Your recent requests for aid to assist in the formidable project of 
the movement of several hundred thousand loyal Vietnamese Citizens 
a way from areas which are passing under a de faoto rule and political 
ideology which they abhor, are being fulfilled. I am glad that the 
United States is able to assist in this humanitarian effort. 

We have been exploring ways and means to permit our aid to Viet­
Nam to be more effective and to make a greater contribution to the 
welfare and stability of the Government of Viet-Nam. I am, accord­
in,gly, instructing the American Ambassador to Viet-Nam to examine 
With you in your capacity as Chief of Government, how an intelligent 
program of American aid given directly to your Government can serve 
to assist Viet-N am in its present hour of trial, provided thatlour Gov­
ernment is prepared to gIve assurances as to the standards 0 perform­
ance it would be able to maintain in the event such aid were supplied. 

The puryose of this offer is to assist the Government of Viet-Nam 
in developmg and maintaining a strong, viable state, capable of resist­
ing attempted subversion or aggression through military mea ns. The 

1 Department of State Btdl.",., Nov. 15, 19154, pp. 786-788. 
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Government of the United States expects that this aid will be met by 
performance on the part of the Government of Viet-Nam in under­
taking needed reforms. It hopes that such aid, combined with your 
own continuing efforts, will contribute effectively toward an independ­
ent Viet-Nam endowed with a strong government. Such a govern­
!'lent would, I hope, be B<! responsive to the Ill:'tio~alist aspirations of 
Its people, so enlightened In purpose and effectIve In.performance, that 
it will be respected both at home and abroad and dISCourage any who 
might wish to impose a foreign ideology on your free people. 

MISSION OF THE SPECIAL UNITED STATES REPRE­
SENTATIVE IN VIET-NAM: 1 Statement Issued by the White 
House, November 3, 1954 2 

The President on November 3 designated Gen. J. Lawton Collins 
as Srecial United States Representatrve in Viet-Nam with the per­
sona rank of Ambassador, to undertake a diplomatic mission of 
limited duration. He will coordinate the operations of all U.S. 
agencies in that country. 

General Collins will procced immediately to SaIgon, where he will 
confer with Ambassador Donald R. Heath prior to the latter's already 
scheduled return to the United States for reassignment following 4% 
years of distinguished service in Indochina. For the duration of this 
assignment General CoJlins will relin~uish his other duties, incluiling 
that of U.S. representative on the MIlitary Committee of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

Since the conclusion of hostilities in Indochina, the U.S. Govern­
ment has been particularly concerned over developments in Viet-Nam, 
a country ravaged by 8 years of war, artificially divided il\to armistice 
zones, and confronted by dangerous forces threatening its independ. 
ence and security. 

The U.S. Government is fuJly aware of the immense tasks facing 
the Government of Viet-Nam in Its effort to achieve solidarity, internal 
security, and economic rehabilitation. The United States has already 
played an important role in the evacuation of hundreds of thousands 
of refugees from Communist rule in North Viet-N am. 

Moreover, as the President told Prime Minister N go Dinh Diem 
in "is letter of October 23d, U.S. represent .. tives in Viet-Nam have 
been instructeo to consider with the Vietnamese authorities how a 
program of American aid given directly to Viet-Nam rAn best assist 
that country. General Collins will explore this matter with Prime 
Minister N!,\,o Dinh Diem and his Government in order to help them 
resolve th~lr present critical problems and to supplement measures 
adopted by the Vietnamese t.hemselves. 

In executing his temporary mission, General Collins will maintain 
close liaison with the French Commissioner General, Gen. Panl Ely, 
for the purpose of e,xchanging views on how best, under existing cir­
cumstnnres, the freedom and welfare of Viet-Nam can be safeguarded. 

1 Gen. J. Lawton Colllni. 
I Df>pnrtment of State Bulletin, Nov. 22, 19ft4, pp. 111-778. 
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(A national referendum on October liS, 1955 deposed Baa Dai, for­
m.er Emperor and .. ince March 7, 191;9, head of 8tate of Vietnam, who 
had lived mo8tly abroad. On October 136, Diem becamu fil'st Presi­
dent of South Vietnam and proclaimed a Republic.) 

RECOGNITION OF THE NEW CHIEF OF STATE OF 
VIET-NAM: Statement by the Department of State, October 26, 
1955 2 

On October 26, the Government of Viet-Nam sent the following 
communication to the American Embassy at Sargon: ' 

"The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has the honor to inform the United 
States Emba""y that by referendum October 23 the Vietnamese 
people have pronounced themselves in favor of the depORition of Bao 
Dai and have recognized President Diem as Chief of State. It is 
hoped that the Government of the, United State" will continue as in 
the past to entertain diplomatic relations with the new Government 
of the State of Viet-Nam." 

U.S. Ambassador G. Frederick Reinhardt, under instructions, has 
rer-lied as follows: 

'The Government of the United States looks forward to main­
taining with the new Government of Viet-Nam the same cordial and 
friendly relations which have in the past so happily existed between 
the two_governments." 

The United States affirms its intention to maintain friendly rela­
tions with the Government of Viet-N am. We are glad to see the 
evolution of orderly and effective democratic processes in an area of 
Southeast Asia which has been and continues to be threatened by 
Communist efforts to impose totalitarian control. 

1 Department of Btate BtlJlIUfl., .Tan. 10, 191115, pp. 51....a2. 
J Department of State BtlU.t4n, Nov. 7, 181511. p. 780. 




