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Dear Mrs. Fitzgerald: 

I have enclosed the requested information regarding the actions 
which must be undertaken if the National Park Service is to permit 
construction of a memorial within the Nation's Capital. Your goal 
to add a plaque at the site of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial would 
require the passage of legislation in accordance with the standards 
of the Commemorative Works Act (copy enclosed). 

We respect your intentions. The National Park Service means no 
disrespect to the patriotic service and sacrifices of the Vietnam 
War veterans when we state that the memorial, as it now exists, is 
complete and honors all of those who served in Vietnam. 

Whi Ie understanding our position, you remain committed to your 
belief that additional recognition is due at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. Your attention is directed to Section 2. (c) of the 
Commemorative Works Act (copy enclosed) which includes plaques in 
the term "commemorative work". 

If we can provide further advice on your project, please contact me 
or Mr. Glenn DeMarr, of my staff, at (202) 619-7027. 

;z:elg~J 
1<17 Mr. John Parsons 

Associate Superintendent 
Stewardship and Partnerships 

Enclosures 



24 Step. to Erecting a Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

1. Draft a bill containing the appropriate language (see attached I 

2. Seek out a RepresentaliVe or Senator who is willing to sponsor the legislation. 

3. Visit Committee staff members with sponsor's staff. 

4. Contact staff of National Capital Memorial Commission INCMC) for technical advice 

• Chairman: John G. Parsons 12021619·7025) 
. Staff: Glenn DeMar<. Nancy Young (2021619·7097) 

5. Introduce bill Ineed 100 sponsors) 

6. Seek and hold hearings", both House and Senate. 

7. Conference between House and Senate to mark up bill. 

8. Bill passes both Houses and is signed into law by President 

9. Segin planning for fund·raising efforts. 

10. Work wIth staff of NCMC to IdentIfy alternatIve sites. 

, 1. Submit study of alternatIve sites to NCr.."C ~or approval of preferred site. 

12. Approved site IS submItted by the National Park ServIce (NPS) to the NatIOnal CapItal PlannIng 
CommIssion (NCPC); D.C. State Histonc PreservatIon Officer. Advisory Council an Histone 
PreservatIon. and the CommIssIon of Fine Arts !CFA). An Environmental Assessment must 
accompany the sIte plans. 

13. After site approval by the NCPC and CFA. and the comments are received from the D.C. State 
Historic PreservatIon Officer and Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. the Secretary of the 
Intenor approves the site. 

14. Select III a deSIgner. or 121 a coordinator for deSIgn competition if a competition is to be held. 

15. Submit proposed prelimInary deSIgn to the NCMC for approval. 

16. NPS submIts prelimInary deSign to the NCPC, the D.C. State Historic Preservation Officer, AdVISOry 
Council on Historoc PreservatIon, and the CFA. 

17. Refine deSIgn based on comments, if any, and resubmit to the NPS 

18. NCMC gives final approval. 

19. NPS submlls final deSIgn to the NCPC, the CFA, the D.C. State Historic PreservatIon Off,cer, and the 
Adyisory Council on Histone Preservation, 

20. Complete fund·raising. 

21. SubmIt final draWIngs and speCIficatIons. cost estImate, and evidence of funds on hand. pluS 10 
percent cash payment for maIntenance to the NaliOnal Park Service, for final approval by the 
Secretary of the Interoor. 

22. NPS issues a construction permit. 

23. BegIn construction and prepare for dedication ceremony. 

24. DedIcatIon and transfer to the NaIJonal Park ServIce for management. 




