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COMMAND INFORMATION FACT SHEET 
PUBLISHED FOR USE IN COMMAND INFORMATION PROGRAMS. THIS FACT SHEET 

CONTAINS MATERIAL OF INTEREST TO A LARGE NUMBER OF .ACTIVE ARMY PERSONNEL. 

Issue No 109 19 June 1968 

(Rep lace sIs sue No 46, .1hich shou 1 d be de stroyed) 

PQACTICAL INFORMATION FOR PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO VIETNAM 

This fact sheet contains information, in question and answer form, designed 

to assist US Army personnel in making personal plans for travel 'to an as­

signment within the Republic of South Vietnam. This information has been 

assembled by Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, and represents ques­

tion~ most frequently asked by newcomers to the area. Information Officers 

are urged to coordinate with local command agencies responsible for oversea 

orientations to insure that this material is available to them. It is rec­

ommended that, where possible, the fact sheet be locally reproduced.for pro­

vision to personnel on orders for Vietnam. 

Clothing -- Baggage 

Q. What kind and how many uniforms should I take to Vietna~? 

A. Male personnel are required to arrive in Vietnam wearing khaki short­

sleeved shirt and trousers, Enlisted personnel deploying to Vietnam as inc 

<!,ivt'pual replacements will have in their possession the following items of 

:c1ot~ing: two IUlllller khaki uniforms, one fatigue uniform, one pair. of leather 

combat boots, and one pair of low quarter shoes. The Army green uniform, 

overcoat, and raincoat are withdrawn at port of embarkation CONUS. (Specific 

clothing allowances for male enlisted personnel being deployed to Vietnam are 

s~o~ in Appendix IV, AR 100-8400-1; allowances for female enlisted personnel 

are .shown in Appendix V, AR 700-8400-1). . 

.:,';1, 

.. Q. Am I permitted 
wha< quant ity? 

.~. 

to take civilian clothes? I f so, what type and. in 

A. Light-weight wash and wear civilian suits and/or wash apd wear 

slacks with conservative wash and wear sport shirts are recommended. All 

clothing should be wa.hable, as the quality of dry cleaning work is poor. 
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CLOTHING FOR OFFICER 'PERSONNEL DEPLOYING TO VIETNAM 
IAW DA MESSAGE 898336, DATED 20 FEBRUARY 1969 

Mandatory Clothing Items 

",-Bel t,-trousers ," cotton 
Buckles, belt, brass 

.-Cap,'garrison, AG344 " 
Cap, utility, OGI06 
Coat, mans WRS (Field Jacket) 

"Shirt, khaki, cotton, short sleeve 
,Shoes, dress black 
Socks, cotton, black 
Trousers, khaki, cotton 

Additional Mandatory 
Clothing Items for Aviators 
anti Flight Crew M<,:mbers 

Boots, c~mbat, leather 

-'"'l"ea 
1 ea 
'lea 
1 ea 
1 ea 
2 ea 
1 pr 
3 pr 
2 pr 

• 

2 pr 

Optional Clothi~Items 

'RaintOa:t-(AG274 or Taupe 1I9) 
Civilian casual wear (wash & 
, c'Wear 'type recommended) 

*AG34 l , uniform complete with 
poplin or Sl! 446 shirt 
and tie 

1 ea 

2 sets 

1 ea 

*although this uniform is not worn in 
RVN, officers returning to CONUS on 
rotation, TDY, or emergency leave 
require the uniform to qualify for 
the reduced commercial transportation 
fares. 

The following organizational clothing 
__ •. ~~rr'itl1to.f;Uc,exs ,uponarrival.in RVN. 

through a personnel pro"essing Center 
at the personnel processing centers. 

items are issued to all officers and 
Dfficers"ar.d '.arrant officers who process 

enroute to Vietnam may be issued these items 

Boots, combat tropical 
Coat, mans, combat tropical 
Handkerchief, OGl09 
Dra"ers, mans, OG10,) 
Socks, cushion sole OG408 
Towel, OG109 
Trousers, mans, combat tropical 

" «,- ",-_. "Undershirt";" mans,' OGI09 

OPO, RCPC FL 55a 
25 MAR 69 

2 pr 
5 ea 
5 ea 
5 ea 
5 pr 
3 ea 
5 ea 
5 ea 



Q. 14nw long will it take my hold baggage to get to Vietnam? 

A. It will take 30 days or more for your hold bagsageto arrive in 
Vietnam. 

Q. How much US currency sMuld I have in my possession when I arriv';i,', 
in Vietnam? 

"A. You should arrive in Vietnam with sufficient. funds to defray el(,., 
penses until you receive your firot pay in Vietnam ($75'.00 is the ",' 
mend~d minimum amount). 

"Q. Am I required to convert all US currency into mn~t!,ry scrip); 
piasters? If so, where and when do I accomplish this? 

(A. When you arrive in Vietnam you must irmnediately conltllrt all yOUI .... "·I' 
US currency and dollar instruments into MPC's. You may el(chans~ your money 
at t-~e replacement center or at the finance office that serviciloll your unit" 
Finallce offices, clubs and messes, the USO, and American Embassy will -el(­
change MPC's for piasters. 

Q. What means of saving some of my money are available? 

A. You can participate in the US Savings Deposit Program, which pays 
ten percent interest on your deposits, and you can do it by payroll deduc­
tion as well as by cash deposit of current unalloted pay and allowances; 
You can also earn five percent quarterly on deposits in your checking ac­
count with one of the military banking facilities operatins in Vietnam, pro~ 
vided your account balance does not go below $100.00 during the quarter. 
Additionally, you can establish allotments for the purchase of us Savings 
Bonds and Notes (Freedom Shares), or send money by class E allotment to 
your CONuS bank or your family. 

O. Can I cash persan~l checks. money order~ and travelerls checks? 

~. YOll can cash tr~veler's checks and personal checks at clubs, 
I::es<,,,,, post exchanges end military banking facilities (Chase Manhattan, 
Bank of A~erica. and American Expreis) operating in Vietnam. Postal money 
orders can be ca;hed at APO' s. Savings Bonds may be cashed at the military 
banki~g facillti~s. 

Q. Is proficiency pay awarded in Vietnam? 

A. Yes. A certain percenta~e of non-tested pers~nnel are authoriz~d 
special rind proficiency pay. PersonnQL who were tested in the States will 
normally rece}ve this pay, if qualified by test score. 
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Personal Services -- PX's 

Q. Will.,. ·eat.in the mess hall :01' on the local economy? 

A. Hilitary messes, to include BOQ and BEQ facilities, are available 
throughout Vietnam. 

Q. WillI live in tents, barracks, or on the local economy? 

A. Billets vary in each 
squad tents ~re widely used. 
or hotels. 

area. Screened tropical wooden hutments and 
In some cases, personnel will live in house, 

Q. What type of laundry facilities are available? 

A. Qu,rtermaster laundry facilities are limited. Host individual 
laundry takes from two to three days to be completed. 

Q. What types of PX services are ,available? 

A. PX facilities in Vietnam are primarily for the individual soldier's 
needs. LUX)1ry items, such as watches, cameras, radios" TV's, etc., are 
available at the larger PX,s. 

Q. What personal items should I bring? 
; 

,.,' A. P,rsonal items to include cameras, transistor-type radios, cordless 
electric r.zors, extra underclothing, light wash and wear trouaera, and' 
spOrts, shirts can be used in Vietnam. 

;, ~,; .... : 

t· Q. A~e AER and Red Cross facilities available in Vietnam? 

A. Yes, AER facilities are at major troop concentrations,an!! Red Crosi 
p,er.sonnel are with units in the field. 

Q. Are certain items, such as cigarettes, rationed? 

A. ,Yes, cigarettes and luxury items are rationed. 

Curfews 

Q. Do c~rtain areas in Vietnam have curfews? 
';. 

",;,.' 

~" A. Curfews ate established in accordance with the military situation 
" ,and local civilian regulations and policies. 
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Q. Can I purchase money orders in Vietnam to mail home? 

A. Facilities for the purchase of postal money orders are located 
throughout Vietnam. 

Length of Tour 

Q. What is the length of th~ present tour? 

A. The normal foreign service tour in Vietnam is now 12 months. Ex­
tension and curtailment policies are in effect in this as in every other 
over.sea command. 

Q. If I so desire, may I extend my tour in Vietnam and what is the 
) maximum tour permitted? 

A. Tour lengths for enlisted personnel may be extended on a voluntary 
basis for periods other than multiples of six months provided the prescribed 
maximum tour lengths are not exceeded. Therefore, with a voluntary exten­
sion, the maximum tour length in Vietnam is currently 24 months. 

Q. Do 1 have diplomatiC immunity while stationed in Vietnam? 

AI By special agreement between our two countries, United States mili­
tary personqel in Vietnam are immune from arrest and prosecution by Vietna­
mese authorities. However, the US authorities in Vietnam may waive that im­
munity in a particular case. All military personnel are required to obey 
the laws of RVN, and are, of course, subject to the Uniform Code of Hilitary 
Justice. 

Q. " While is the maximum period that I can defer filing my federal in­
come tax ~.turn 'and state tax return? 

A. Federal income tax returns are not required to be filed until 180 
,days aftet''t,eaving Vietnam. When filing ypur return show the inclusive 

" ~ 

dates of Vietnllm service. You should determine from your home state the 
f~ll~g state income tax returns. 

Leaves 

Q. What is the policy on emergency leave in Vietnam? 

An emergency leave is authorized upon the receipt of a coniirm~d 
{f,ep,p,~'t,of the specific situation requiring the presence of the service 

Normally, 30 days are authorized. Travel time within the country 
tion is chargeable leave. 
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Q. Are leaves allowed in Vietnam? 

A. Yes, in-coul\try leave is authorized for no longer than 7, day,s, 
One such leave, in addition to R&R, is authorized per 12-month period. 
Leave to the United States is authorized for compassionate reasons (l'n" 
addition to emergency leave) for 30 days. Space available transport'a~~, 
tion is authorized, but the individual must be able to pay his way on",' 
commercial flight if required. Leave starts upon. departure from duty -
station and terminates upon return. Individuals extending in Vietnam· , 
for an additional six months are authorized 30 days leave before be- ':/ 

'1\1nning their additional tour. ',," 

,Q. What, is the general policy on r<lst and recreation leav.lis? 

A. Military personnel in Vietnam may utilize' the R6d!. program t'o 
lIangkok, Hawaii, Hong Kong, Kula Lumpur, Manila, Penang,S1ngapore, , .• 
Sydney ,Taipei, and Tokyo. One five-day R&R leave is authQr1ze,(for ,., 
every 12 months served in Vietnam. There are three in-country R60R area,';,,' 
where individuals may go for a three-day pass. "c-,' 
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Churches -- Schooling 

Q. Are religious services available for all denominations?" 

A. Religious coverage is on the area conc~pt. This means that all 
unitH, whether assigned a chaplain or not, will have religious services. 
Services for major faiths are held. AFRS (~rmed Forces Radio Service) 
also broadcasts devotional programs. 

Q. Is it possible to continue individual schooling, such as taking 
correspondence courses? 

A. Many courses of instruction for all levels of education are 
available through USAFI. In addition, more than 6000 correspondence 
cOUrses are available from the extension division of 44 leading schools. 
In the Saigon, Long Binh area, a limited number,of college courses are 
available through the University of Maryland. 

Immunizations 

Q. What imr.lunizations are required during the tour here? 

A. A record of baving completed basic series of oral polio; annual 
influenza when scheduled if nol received wilhin lbe previous nine months; 
typhus reimmunization within one, year when directed by area cO!!l!landers; 
plague .1111,.1 d1'11crJl vlithi.n ~.ix f"li:1Lh~; sr.-!.111pLlx 'dithtr: or.\;.. Yl'ar; l;phuid 
within three years; tetanus-diphtheria within six years; and yellow 
fever within 10 ypars. 
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The flag of RVN consista of three horizontal red .tripe. on a yellow backgrolUld. The three stripe. represent the three regions of Vietnam: North, Central and the South, re­united in the national community. Central and South Vietnam currently lie within the boundries of RVN j North Vietnam is controlled by the COlDJUunist regime in Hanoi. The colo'~ red, a vibrant color, ia a symbol of euccees. Yellow 115 the traditional color of the an­cestral land eymbolizing golden rice grain and the Metal, gold, considered t.o be the most precious by humanity. 

AUTHORIZED N&lSPAPE.RS AND Tllli STA!',S AND STRIPES 

Both HACV and USARV and most major cOIllmands have command newspapers. The MACV Observer covers civic actions efforts and the Free 'World Forcee activitiee. It ie distrib­uted at the ratio of one copy per five men. The A~ R.eport~rJ USARV) covers !!1aterial partainil1$ to the US Army's actions and operations. Printed each week in 90;000 copies (in Tokyo), one cop,y serves approximately 3.5 men. The Pacific Edition of the Stars and Stripes is printed daily in Tokyo, and arrives in South Vietnam every morning. By late afternoon or early evening the more than 100,000 copies are in the hands of US troops and the Free World Forces. It is tree to the men, and is distributed at the ratio ot one cop,y per five individuals. 

ffiIEFmGS 

Each individual receives hi. first in-country briefing at the replacement battalions. Upon arrival at hi. unit, he will receive another briefing pertaining to the mission of hi. lUlit and the area where he is working. There is a monthly USARV Command Orientation for all assigned officer. and .ergeanto-major given by the G oections, CORDS, and Aviation. 
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Religious groupings are as important ao ethnic divisions. The majority of the popu_ 
lAtion follOW'S some torm of Buddhism, usually blended with or modified by other codes of 
belief such as Confucianism, Taoism, and ancestor and spirit w·orship. Roman Catholics form 
the largest and strongest religiou8 minority, amounting to about 10% of the population; 
thia 18 the highest proportion of Catholics in any ASian country except the Philippines. 
There are also two important religious sects which have developed within Vietnam itself 
within the past 30 to 40 years. The largest of these is the Cae Dai, which blends elements 
of Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhi:m., and Catholicism; the Cae Dai is strongest in Tay N1..I;1h 
Province. The second native Vietnamese r£>ligiouB sect is the Hoa Haa, an off-shoot of 
Buddhism, whose followers are concentrated in An Giant Province in the Mekong Delta. 

In addition to ethnic and religious divisions, the population of South Vietnam is also 
jivided along lines of geographic origin. The sharpest regional differences exist between 
~-he natlve southerners and the approxirr14tely 1 million refugees from North Vietnam who 
fled south after the establishment of the Co:umunist regime in Hanoi in 1954. Theee 
':~_c!:;;icnal .'h:fe1"'(·Ylce~ e.re bl'lsed on different dialects, attitudes, I'l.nd ways of life; t,}1~:v 
exist not oelT between the northern refugees and the southerners, but aLeo to Borne. extent 
between the southernera and the residents of the central part of the country between Saigon 
and Hue. 

'!'he social system of Vietnam revolves around the family and the village. These claim 
first allegiance. Members of a family, for instance, have an absolute obligation-to be 
violated only at the risk of serious dishonor- to care for their relatives and to prevent 
any of them from being in want. The traditional family unit includes not only the living, 
but also the dead member. and the member. not yet born. In keeping with the Confucian 
tradition older people with their accumulation of a lifetime of experience are the Wisest 
members of society and therefore are accorded the highest standing. 

The traditional position ot women is totall,y subordinate to men, and their social 
life is limited. At the ,same time, wives often exercise R. great deal of influence in the 
ram1~, particul.&r~ in connection with financial affairs and in .electing marriage part­
ners tor their sons -"d daughters. People of upper-class familiee, as well as people 
living in villages removed from big city and Western influences, continue to follow time­
honored traditions and cuetoms. Among other segments of the population t the custOl1l8 have 
been considerab~ modified. Women are aSSuming a new and important posi ticn in the life 
of the nation, and young men and women are begiIUling to chOvse their awn marriage partners • 

. , The Vietnam.se hove alltays felt that a deep divi.ion exists between manual and. intel-
~ lectuAl"labor. 'Traditio~ Vietnamese such as governrn.ent officials, doctors; teachers, 
and so on, who have achieved positions as a result of long and patient stuqy, avoid using 
their h&nds tor tasks they feel they have outgrown. It would be unusual, for example, to 
see euch'8 person washing his car, helping his wife clear the tabl., or working in his 
garden. ' 

Even among the most sophisticated Vietnamese, manners have not become lax or social 
customs -pnrtistrained. Mannere: are conditioned by age-old religious t"acht'ngs and are 
deep~ iilgr~ed in the life of the people. Public display of emotion ie almoet always 
1i1 bad ta8t~. "_-. Di8~8 of affection are confined to the privacy or the home, and even 
th~re not' Practiced betore guetts. Raising the voice, shouting, or gesturing wild~ are 
"",st impoli~ •• 'In aocial relations, hinting and indirection are preferable to maldng out­
right statements or requests. It is b.ot to avoid launching too quickly into a new topic, 
or'disagreefnS'tob'vehoment~. In all things, moderation and the general practice ot 

. good manners andcourteoy are particul.&r~ important. You will fulfill your duty as a 
re:presentatiye Q,t the US beat by remembering at all times that you are in a l.a.nd where 

'disnity, restr",Uih and politeness are high~ regarded by the people. 

q., 
the .capital and largest city in RVN, 10 located on tile "est bank of the Saigon ' 
50 milos inland from the South China Sea. It is an important comercial port. 

'1»~~At1an, which waa about 400,000 before World War II, haa now increased to an eat1-

S~~j~~:f~l~~f'~1i~~nCliiding the twin city or Cbo:ion. Overcrowding of the city hae resulted . atreete, an atmosphere or eonstant activity and an extreme housing ahort'-.· 
the great increase in population and business activity, Saigon rotains most ot 

Public gardons and t.he ..any street. bordered with large .hode tree. ap-' 
V1e1t,or, Becau •• ot French architectural and eultural influence, Saigon hoe' ' 

1I'~'JY.~a ot the Orient." ' 

.. "', '. ';-,",_ -- .. ,-,," 1;:'1:;. 
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PHONE CALLS TO THE UNITED STATES 

Phone calls to the US may be made at the usa building in Saigon and from the Service 
Club of the 90th Replacement Battalion, Long Dinh. Hilitary Affiliate Radio Service (MARS) 
facilities available throughout Vietnam afford personal message and telephone patch service 
to the US. 

Normal time for air mail to and from the US and Vietnam is four t,o eeven days J de­
pending on your in-country location. Letters and personal tapes are dispatched postage­
',"r'ee to the US. Letters to foreign countries are also postage-free. Parcels shipped by 
~.\lrfacemail take 30 to 45 days. Parcels weighing five pounds or les8 aTe sent air mail 
.. f, surface mail rates. US military pE:rsonnel may Bend gifts of foreign manufacture out­
;f-country tax and duty free, providing the value does not exceed 50 dolJ,ars. This applies 
<Jnly to goodf"J purchased through authorjzed agendes of thE! ATI"led Forces. The APO for 
your return addre •• 1. 96375. 

AER AND RED CROSS 

AER and Red Cross facilities are found at major troop concentrations and Red Cro •• 
personnel are with ~i~8 in the field. 

VlETNAH - THE COUN'l'RY 

The Republic of Vietnam extends in crescent shape along the .outhe .... tern face ot the 
Indochinese Peninsula. Fran its 45-<nile long border with North Vietnam at the 17th 
parallel, .outhWard to the tip ot the Mekong Delta below the 9th parallel" the COl!lltl'T 
occupies an area sanewhat less than halt the size of California. It has & seacost of" 
1,500mile8 on the South China Sea and the Gull of Siam. Its western borders with Cambodia 
and La08 tracs some 900 miles through delta, jungle, plain, and mountains. 

~,"' ,:. 

The northern two-third. of the Republic i. dominated by the Southern Mountain ~Pla~u 
of th~ Mnami to, Chain. The peak. ot this mountain chain lie generally between' 2,000 and 
7,000 feet; but sane'peaks are in exc .. s of 8,000 feet, canparable in height and rugg"dnen 
to IIl&ll7 part"~Of the AlP" and the Rocky Mountains. Thi8 chain. extends from the border 
with North Vietnallf southWard to a line about 60 mile8 northeast of Saigon. Throughout its 

").~;;f,', length, tn,',,,~n .thrCIWS out spurs to the sea, dividing the coastal plain into sections. 
,,' , Between thes88JlU"', deltas have formed around the short rivers lObich run down from the 

mountaii1~. :'~~"t'~-: .' ; 
"""';.,1',.' ,-/'\, _, _ ," 

The c~t" of the Republic of Vietnam is tropical and monsoonal. 'There. are tin> ",a-'" 
sons: hot;.aI\cl ,dry and hot and ra~. In the southern Delta, the rain begins late May and 
continueili:rl/!1gb S,Iptember. It is hottest and most humid in April and earl;y May. Along 
the central. ~Q!,st" the rainy season begins in October and lasts until March. Jul;y and 
A~t are:the: hottest and moet humid months here. In the l)ighlands of the country, hOWj , 
ever,the.Q,j,ti!~'. are cool regardless of the se .... on. .. . ' t 

, "t" '''i-~'~' '- ' 

Climateiirid the shape of the land have had their inevitable effects on the nation'" 
15i million'Pilople. The bulk of these people exist by cultivating rice on lands irrigated 
by gravity or ,'bTprimative pumP" and sluice". Since two-thirds of the country i. mountlloin-

" and 80% isC<.covered with trees or brush (about half of Which i. high stand tree cover 
QU'OrJ.gnlO jungle), the overwhelming majority of the population lives in the open lowland 

the ric.e-bearing deltas. The vast uplands themselves are largel;y left to the 

\
.~i~~::"! alien and primitive mountain tribe.. Perhape about 15% of the people of South 

in citiee; Saigon, the capital, is the largest with about 2,500,000 people; 
runs a distant second with about 110,000. 

majority of't.he population of South Vietnam is ethnically and culturall;y Viet-

: ,ii:]i:~i~~Th~~e~r~~e are, however, significant minorities. There are at least 1 million Chinese 
of whom live in the Saigon-Cholon metropolitan area), and a half-<nillion 

Khmers. In the highland. live the approximately 1 million members of the 
"~ .. '~" .. '" !il<"U\'~inIFJ.b"S, the Montagnarde, who maintajn their elaborate tribal and social structure 

odds. 
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In 4<idition t.o 
of duty in Vj.etnam. 
authorized for R&R. 

R&R, personnel are authorize.:! :me 7-w.y J..ea,,"f.! during their nonnal t.our Ordinar,r leavtl may be ta.}{ttll L(" Ok:;'TiAWI1, Guan'J RVt: and thofte places 

Personnel who extend t.heir tour ef duty in Vi€JtruUl1 t~r 8::...7- m(mt.hs or lO!Jger are "'-!l~ thorized ,& special thir.:,y day leave to a iocktion tJi' HI.~::'r ch~ice, ~pecih1 lfUtvlt mu~ bf, taken in one increment &nd is not cha.r-rfJ.:.! against acc~ued ~ eli,V!;. nnUTld trip tra.nf.jlt"Jr"va­ticn Will be furni8hed at. GaveI'!lnlfmt expense to the ~pec: c..l ~fja"'f:, ~::: t~ tleleet.f:'C! ty th~ :i.n­di\oi:iual .. 

Imt:rgency leave ill Buthorized up:m ;r'f!::'f:ipt n~ .E. !:ed. C~,jfj5 .~o:u"i::'med .. report of ~ s!)tlcif: r. emergency which 1"6::r<.li~es YOU!' p::-'f:!8e!I~~e ir.l t.hfs J: 01' o'!..tle!' nt.:t-o~'-!:ou.."t.!'y J.oca.tion. Nornw.ll;" ',tP t,o 30 days ifl E:,-... tho:rizfld. ~'r!:.T/oQJ t:'..roe .. -~ t,L: . .:. :,,")!: :;.-,unt.ry cf QtlSt.i!l&1,iorl is ::r..m'!w~t.·:.t. lJ.r, J.e .. !nrs. 

Legal advice and &IIl!Ii8ta.~ce il available: to all mil.it.ary pEl' Bonnel and American citizens world.ll8 with ·USAr.:l'. The USMZV Staff Judge A.::tvClcate is &'tJle to prepare legal .documents, including "Wills and powers of attorney.. In &dj:.tion, a letal Asaistance officer ls available far consulta.tion and referf'lnce serv:..cee. 

lou need not tile a federal income !.a.x return while ycrol are in Vietnam, btrt. ycu mat rile within 180 da,y'S .afte:r leaVing RfN. HOWEver, j"Oll 8bould make pric.r a.n-anaemente With the Internal Revenue Service 80 that the Govermnent WiD not be expecting your r~turn at the regular time.. You should determine i'rom your home et.ate the rules on filing _tate in­come tax returns. 

.All miUtary personnel tltatimed in Vietnam Are immune from criminal &Jld civil le!a1 ". action. in RVN courts. Neverthelesa" all personnel are requireci to obey the pollce &ltd ~D of RVN, and are, of c.ourse, subject to t:he UnifoI"Jl! Code of Milit.ary ,Justice. 

BELlGIO!.S SERVICES 

} . The .. eligioua needs ot US persdrmel in Vietnam are tu11illed by US l!ilita1"7 Cbapl&ina. ~ usistanoe of missionaries and other clergymen are available when required. 

Detailed schedules of religious services are posted on bulletin boarda Uld vide).s' iipiblicized in official bulletins and ~ocal papers. 

J®ICAL CAP.E 

Medical tre~ent facilities in Vietnam are Excellent. 

Required hmnmizations for Vietnam inc~ude amallpox, typhoid, tetanus, influenza, cqOl.e1B. PJ.ia&ue and typhus. During your tour or duty in Vietnam, you will be requ1re4 to ~t.!hesil mnnmizations current. Questions dealing with .... l&r1a prop/1flaxis .,cul4 be '~d to medical personnel at the time of imlruni.ation prior to departure tor Viet"""'. rem >tilt be NQUired to take one chloroquine-primaq-nne tablet within 24 houro ot arriVing fa lIlekam. and once weekly while in-<:ount1"7. '- ,,~ , 

,. ~ 'Ill&jor dental work should be complet.ed prior to departure 1'7'0,. COIIllS. 

HEALTH lIAZ1IIllS IN VIETNAM 

·.-:".,·WATrn.: Most t.ap water in Vietnam, including well or spring water, is eonsidered nan.­poWJ>~. OnlJ' potable .... ter .hould be used tor drinldng !'ll"pooeo, brushing t.eeth, III&ldIl& ice.::cu.bee, .finl.l rinse or vegetables, and for other personal usa. Locall;y made ice ia not'Potable. ~ ice made by individuals using potable water, and ice procured tor the mill.t.a't7 melSses. ie considered safe; however, improper handling at either the source or in transit can .cause contaminAtion. U$e aanitary precautions and remember that water in most rlocal restaurants and hotels ia not potable • .... \ -::.' 
FOOD:: Intectioue hepatitie is 8. tJa.ior cause at noneffectivenees in Vietnam. Almost inv~b~ it is eontracted by using nonpota~le ice in drinks or eating in Vietnamese r8llt&v&nta; therefore, it is advisable to eat only in military messes. Should it become necea~ in the course of official dutie8, salads and other uncooked foods should be avoided. 
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HOLD BAGGAGE 

Currently, hold baggage shipm~nt9, regardless of mode of tranaportatjon, are taking in exeees of sixty days to arrive in Tan Son Nbut' (Saigon). Therefore, it 18 recommended that either required clothing be shipped in hold baggage at least sixty days before your availability date or that you bring it in hand carried baggage. 

ARMY FACILITIES 

There are several small pxla in the Long Binh Post Area for everyd~ necessities and two large Exchanges which offer most of the IttxU.ry' and souvenir items .'" Commissary &TId QM clothing sales storea are not in operation at Long Binh Post but are available in Saigon. It is possible to order military clothing fram the Clothing Sales Store by mail. 

TIME ZONE 

Vietnam i. in a time zone that has a standard time difference ot 16 hours ahead of San Francisco, and 13 hours ahead of New York City. Vietnam ia acrosS the International Date Line from the United States. 

DUTY HOORS 

Normal .,eek-day duty hours at HQ t5ARV are 0730 - 19)0, except that 50% of each ataff section mJr/' depart at 1830. On Saturday morning 100% ot the staff 10 on duty; from 1230 - 1730 a minimum of 50% must be present. On Sundays and holidays a I11inimum of 25% ot the working torce i8 required to be present from 0730 - 1730. 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 

Currently there are Education Centers available for militaf7 parsonnel in Vietnam located at Saigon', Long Binh, Bear Cat, Di An, An Khe, Cu Chi, Qui Nhon, Cam Rarth Bar, ·Nha Trang, Vung .Tau, and Pleiku. 

Jt·, These center. offer professional educational guidance and eounael.ing, correspondence :"i\~our.ea of the United States Armed Forces Iruoti tute (USAFI) at the preparatory high school, ~1"Wgh school and coUege level; correspondence courses fran /JJ USAFr participation colleges ;',<!~d universities; and testing for high school equivalency and first year college equivalenc)" .\.nd first :rear college completion. '"\.'-".' 
" ~,1.:\,' 
, .:", The Saigon, Long Sinh Post, Cam Ranh Bay, Nha Trang, Qui Nhon, Vung Tau, and Chu Lai :' "cen,ters are conducting spoken Vietnamese and University of Maryland under-graduate reaident '·c'If~ea. UniveraitT of llar;yland enrollment for this term is 596 students. It is anticl-, p;.;ia that all the above listed opportunities will expand rapidly in participation.' " "'_i ;. 
.;;} ; ARMED FreCES RADIO AND TEIEYISION . ., 

; /Ai'med Force. Radio Stations (AM 8< I'M) operate 24 hours daily, presenting a varlety Qt. prQUiIln~ trom top t5 radio networks a • .,ell as complete local mu.ic and n ..... progrlllllllin4.:, .'/'he'AM" atation is received on 540 kilocycles on the .tandard broadcast band in fo~ B1n~;'.i and .~. PM .tation is heard on 99.9 megacycl... ' . ~~ . . .• ' ';S;atelide television programa ere broadealt every day on Channel 11, Saigon. Hours of ·oper.~,n are: Ibnda.Y thru Friday, 1830 - 0045; Saturday, Sunday and holiday", 1230 - 0045. , ,t~l : 

:l~!j '. R&R PROORAM AND LEAVE , • 
C~nt~ there are ten out-of-countr;y areas to which US milit&l7 and chartered eom­~~l~-'~~rart transport R&R passengers on a scheduled basis. The areas are Auatr~a, Barigkok,.:,~ .. aii, Hong Kong, Japan, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Penang, Singapore, and TaiWan. KilitarylI'Proonnel are authorized one out-of-country R&R trip for' the fir.t 12 montha in theRe~~ ot Vietnam and an additional one if theT extend for 90 da:re or longer. The len,gth !>t"m R&R trip is normally based upon five nights in the hoot city. Normally, an 1n<lividua1'.~ll have served at leaat three months in Vietnare before being selected for out­ot-country~1!¥l • 

. ::f'i,." 
An ~~C;tuntry R&R center ia located a1:t Vung Tau, where three days ot reet and recrea­tion are PT~ded for enlisted personnel, company grade officers, and 'Warrant officers serving with "?ornbat unit •• 
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SAVINGS ffiOGRAM 

You have an opportunity unequaled anywhere for eaving your money while in Vietnam. 

In addition to your allotment for purchase of US Savings Bonds and Freedom,Sil&res, 
,..,U can earn 10% interest, compounded quarterly, in the Savings Deposit Program.~" Deposits 
to this program may be made by allotment or by cash depoSit. 

Also, the Bank of America and the Chase Manhattan Bank operate military banking 
facilities ,in Vistnam. You may avoid pay lines by haVing your pay deposited by ,..,ur finance 
officer in a personal checking account established with one ot the.e faciliti... Your 
money will earn 5% interest per annum paid quarterl;y (calendar quarter) on the buia of 
minimwn balance in your account during the quarter. No interest is paid if your' balAnce is 
belov$lOO.OO on any da7 in the calendar quarter. . 

Select a savings option that will suit your personal financial situation. :rr for,some 
rea.on, none of the savings programs suits your need., then you may wish to increaaetour 
allotments, or let your pay accrue "on the books" and draw just the minimum cash to, meet 
,..,ur iIlmediate needs. Contact your personnel or finance officer for detailJl. ' 

PIASTERS 

Military personnel in Vietnam may exchange I!R] for Vietnamese piasters bnli at au­
thorised places (finance ottice., USO, me •• es, and club.). The official rate ot exchange 
ia llS piaeters to one US dollar (I!R]). There is an active black market operating in the' 
cities for currency exchange. If you are approached by private Vietname.e citizens and' 
'asked to change MR: for piaaters, you should report such contacts to the proper American 
military authorities. 

One of the lIIOSt .erious problems facing Vietnam i. that of inflation. We IllUst do all' 
we, can to avoid compounding this problem. The mo.t important thing we can do is avoid 
.pimding pia.ter. a. much a. possible. Patronize the Post Exchange and military messes 
and clubs. When you do spend piasters, do not throw your money around indiscriminatel;y; 
do not pey more than a reasonable price for anything. The average Vietnamese citizen is 
quite poor by our standards. fie cannot compete with a free-spending American, and the 
merchants knOW' this. If we do our best to keep prices down within the range that the 
local people can aftord, we are aignificantl;y helping the war effort. 

BILLETS AND MESS 

Billets at Long Binh Post are quite adequate. Each BOQ offers maid service to include 
light laundry and shining shoes for a billeting fee of 800 piasters (about $7.00) to 
majors and below and 900 pia.ters (about $8.oclto L'ro and above, each month. You may 
arrange with the maid to have your uniforms laundered or utilize cammercial laundry 
facilities operating in the BOQ area. Quartermaater laundry service is uailable. The 
USARV Open Meos operates in the OOQ area and offers light sMeke. Officer field ration 
mesaes are available al well. 

PRIVATE FIRF.AR~~ 

Military personnel are not authorized to purcha.e locall;y or to import privatel,y 
owned firearms while assigned in fiVN, except upon approval of written requests for excep­
tien to USARV Reg 210-5,. Custody and Control of Firearm. and Dangerous Weapon.. Reque.ts 
for exception will be forwarded to the Deputy Commanding General, USARV, AT1N: Provost 
Marshal, except that personnel assigned to units in the Saigon/Cholon/Tan Son Nhut area. 
will forward requests to the Commanding General, USAHAC. 

Personnel who gain exceptions and personnel who own firearm-war trophies and wish to 
apply for an export license must make application to the CG, USAflAC, at least one month 
prior to owner'l! acheduled date of departure from Vietnam. The owner's firearm permit will 
accom~ the request for the firearm export license. 
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ARRIVAL 

There are three aerial ports 01' entry into miN. :'ieutenant colonels and below ~ as­
I5jgned to units in the highlands secter or to the central pCl~tion of V~etnamJ will normally 
arrive at Carn Ranh Bay. Those officers a3si~ed tc BeaJquarters, USARV or to units in the 
Saigon area will normally arrive at Bien Hell. Air Field ncar Long Birul Poat. Colonels will 
normal.1y arrive at Tan ~on Nhut and be .:net by l:L sponsor and escorted t.o the appropriate 
inproctlSsing activities. All other officere "''ill be met '.1pol1 arrival by a USARV represen­
tative and transported to the appropriate replacement. ill1it for proces8ing. During replace­
ment processing, (Jfficer9 will receive an in-cmmtry orient.aticn and ccr.flrmation of their 
aSl!ignments. Genera1..lyJ ~fficer3 remain a~ the rep:.acement l.ctivity le~:'J t.han 24 hO\lrn. 

Evel"y /t1Ilerican in Vietnam is an amtaesadcr. It is up to each indivi,rual to conduct 
himself :3~ a:i to 'cring credit upon ~::'rn~eli' and the ~;ni!.ed Jtates. I~ addition, a.n important 
aspect f)f: f)llr ef'fort in Vietr.am is to w~n the hearts a.."1c! 'fIir.dB , . .,f thrl people. T!'') :le·· 
compUsh thia, we must toreat the Vietname:Je peop.le with courteey and friendliness. We 
are guests in this country and we must remember to behave accordinglJ-. 

SECURITY 

It :should be obvious to al.l that m personnel &n;7Where in Vietnam nllust obeen-e strict 
Pf"ecauticnary measures. In a guerilla war such as this one, there is no safe rear area. 
Terrorists operate even in the streets of Saigon, and they look for easy targets, luch u 
&_ large group of Americans at a bus atop or an intoxicated individual trying to find his 
way back to hi~ quarters. Be alert to the po83ible danger around YOu; avoid potent1&! 
trouble or danger areas. 

The Vietnamese police are charged with the responsibility of protecti", American 
servicemen. The cooperation of each American i8 easent1a.l if the local police are to cart7 
out their reaP9nBlbilities. 

CLOTHING 

THe dut;y uniform for personnel assigned to USARV is the tropical canbat unito..... W'" 
,or DMS tropical or standard combat boot is optional. Upon arrival you will be ileued the 
'~pical it...., of wear. The khaki uniform is required to De lmrn while trave1in« to or 
trO!ll"Vietnam on res. ~o, depending en the country and season, the khald unif'~ 1IIAT be 
required whil~ traveling on TDY, R&H, or leave status. Three sets of khaki uniforms and: 
~ sets o~ fatigues are recommended. It is optional to have one set of light weight 
*~_~ns.- for le .. ve or TOY travel out of the area. A raincoat is a necessity. 

, '-'The duty' uniform for f'emale personnel is the Green Cord uniform or the field W'l.ifom, 
~ .,appr,,~'priat8". Officers of the Army Nurse Corps wear the white' hospital drees only at ' 
a_in lacado,... ANC per80nnel will be individuall<r advised concerning this <mi,c<>l'll\ reo-, . 

. ::~ent... ' .. 

f' ." ,.,:;~\' ,Q'ff.:.ctutYc dreas is usually casual, and sport shirts and s'lacks Are acceptable attire, 
<iii,!","".' at, Jui:iat., social events.. Short-elecved shirts should be generally conservative in coloI'". 

Ymi<'&hou~d brill!! a lightweight suit and a few pair. of slack. for leave and R&!l purpo.e •• 
Foi·:,ocjA~ events, temale nilitary personnel nonnally wear lightweight waehable dresses 
of t~~' ',:fe:sort_ wear" type. All clothing should be washable since dry cleaning ie- expensive 
andOt poor qualit;y, 

,i.;'''-' 

PAY FROCEDURES 
c~., 

You'should arrive in Vietnam with sufficient funds to cover necessary expenses for 
the ·l~r8t' several ''Wee~s. ($75.00 is the recommended minimum &rlount.) Traveler's cheeial, .- ~ 
other-:ne~otiable instrwnents, and US currency :'DUst be converted to 1-tilltary Payment Certi­
ficat-~ .;(MPC) within 48 hours after your arrival in-country. You may exchange your money 
at th.,.,replacement center or at the finance office that eerves your unit. 

'-I' -, < 

Al+,'l~~U.ary pers?nnel in Vietna.m receive hostile fire pay of $65.00 per month. 
Marrieq:(pe:.rsonnel recel.ve a f&rnily separation allowance of ~)O.OO per month unless the 
family' occupies Government quarters while tha sJ=lOnsor is in Vietnam. F->llllsted men and 
waM'ant officers pay no federal income t8JI OIl money earned fur service in Vietnam' co.."TI-
missjoned officers pay no tax on the. first $500.OCl of their monthly salary. ' 
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