
FIRST TEAM CARTOON BY lLT LAWRENCE MACKEH1la· 

Wrong Channel? 
"w.n, it lookllik. we miss 'Combat' on TV tonlghtl" 

Cov, Allies Net 
783 Enemy KIA 

DUling Pegosus 
By SP5 MIKE LARSON 

Covololr Stoff WrH..-

DIE SANH-Soldiers of the 
1st Air Cavalry Division's Third 
Brigade met surprisingly light 
North Vietnamese Army resist­
ence as they swept Into besieged 
Khe Sanh Combat Base, spear­
heading the drive to relieve the 
surrounded base. 

A total of 783 enemy had been 
killed by U_S. Army, Marine 
and ARVN units during the first 
phase of Operation Pegasus, 
aimed at taking pressure off Khe 
Sanh. 

The drive on Khe Sanh went 
smoothly for the 1st Cav troop­
ers until Alpha and Bravo Com· 
panies, 2nd Battalion, 7th Caval­
ry slammed into a _ company­
sized NVA blocking force three 
kilometers southeast of the Ma· 
rines. Charlie company, 2nd of 
the 7th, slipped behind the ene­
my and cut oll his escape. The 
action netted 14 NYA killed, in· 
cluding treetop snipers. 

From that pairit, the march 
went swiftly. 

"The men seemed eager 10 
rt!ach Khe Sanh," said Master 
Sergeant Jack E. Shroyer, 
Durant, Okla., . with the 2nd of 
the 7th, "and the closer we got, 
the faster they walked. 

"When we reached the outer 
wire, the Marines were standing 
on top of their bunkers, waving 
at us, taking pictures, and throw­
ing us C·rations. They seemed 
pretty happy to see us." 

Cav had come to help." 
Three days before, the 2nd of 

the 7th, anticipating a large 
enemy force, had air assaulted 
three kilometers southeast of 
Kbe Sanh. Not a shot was fired. 
That morning, the 2nd of the 7th 

.captured one NVA and killed 11 
others, Including an NY A cap-
tain. . 

Joined by the 3rd Brigade's 
lst Battalion, . 7th Cavalry .. and 

(CoDtlDued 0. Back Pase) 

Khe Sanh From . Above 
*** *** *** First There1s The Craters 

B1 51'S MIKE LARSON 
c.r...1OIr SIoH wrltn' 

DIE SANK-First you see 
the huge craters dug into the 
green mountains by 8-5% 
bombs that increase in number 
as you near Khe SaM. 

You spot the NVA's dgug­
trenches snaking toward the 
perimeter. some less than 100 
meten from the outer barbed 
wiu. 

And finally, lying below )'ou, 
ruddy, dusty, shell marked but 
not beaten, Ii the Marine 
camp you've read and beard 

so much about-Khe Sanh. 

For 78 days, the Marines 
here were pounded by enemy. 
artillery, rockets and mortars, 
receiving up to 1.500 rounds in 
a single day. But now, as the 
lst Air Cavalry Divi5ion enter­
ed the camP. the pounding had 
stopped and, while the 'job of 
clearing NVA from the sur­
rounding countryside sUlI re-_ 
malned, It seemed the 20,000 
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enemy troops SUlTOundlng the 
camp had left, abandoning the 
plan to make Khe Sanh an 
American Dien Bien Phu. 

"The Marines looked sort of 
downhearted when they left," 
said Private Flrst Class Ray 
Knott, East Riverda1e, Md., 
with the lst Cav's 5th Bat­
talion, 7th Cavalry, " but 1 
th1nlr: they were happy to 
leave .. 

"I Ute Khe Sanh," he added. 
"These bunkers they've built 
here are some of the best I've 
seen, and their perimiter is out 
of this world. 1 don't th1nlr: they 
could have ·been overrun. 1 
just hope we stay bere awhile." 

The 1st Cav's Third Brigade 
has moved two batlallODS, plus 
its command post into the 
camp, freeing the Marines to 
patrol the nearby hilis and 
push out the NV A . 

When Cavalrymen moved in, 
they found deep, solid bunkers 
replete with food-tomato 
juice, orange juice, oranges, 
apples, C-rations--the Marines 
had left behind. But they also 
found trash, empty cans, paper 

1 st Air Cavalry Division 

Completes Relief Effort 

that the Marines could not dis­
pose: of during the heavy 
bombardment. 

Soldiers working feverishly 
to clean the bunkers brought 
the camp alive. Helicopters 
sliced in and out of the air­
field with supplies needed until 
Marine engineers open High­
way No. V, the only overland 

supply route to Khe SaM. 
Not a single enemy round 

feU during the day, a nd it was 
dlllicu1t to imagine how hard 
the Marines had been pounded, 
how they waited and listened 
inside their bunkers for the 
next artillery shell to land. 

But one 1st Cav soldier felt 
sorry for them. 

"There was something that 
struck me odd about th<' 
Marines when we first pushed 
Into the camp," said Private 
First Class Claude S. Brown, 
Pascougola, Miss., also with 
the 5ntb. "Finally 1 knew. 
They were pale, and 1 thought 
how happy they must be to get 
out of their buRkert. Somc 
of these Marines are going to 
,et a nice sunburn." 

Mey 1, 1968 

2nd/7th First Into Khe Sanh 
By SPS DON GRAHAM 

CcMIlalr Slatf W,II .. 
KBE SANH-The 1st Air Cav­

alry Division's 2nd Battalion, 
7th Cavalry shot Its way into the 
Marine base at Khe Sanh alter 
four days of fighting with an 
entrenched enemy force. 

AU four companies of the 2nd 

of the 7th fought at close quar­
ters against North Vietnamese 
Army troops who h a v e been 
surrounding Khe Sanh. At last. 
the NVA gave way under a bar­
rage of artillery and air strikes, 
leaving behind the bodies of 12 
men, plus a staggerin, pUe of 
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equipment including 71 weapo 
'M. 

AU the action took place with­
in sight of Kbe Sanh, and when 
the shooting was over, C and D 
Companies of the 2nd of the 7th 
moved into the Marine base to 
lake up security. 

Completed Relief 
In effect, the arrival of the Air 

Cavalry battalion completed the 
relief of Khe Sanh. Where the 
embattled Marines had been 
employing some 5,000 troops to 
guard the perimeter of the com­
bat base, the Air Cavalrymen 
were able to entrust the sprawl­
ing perimeter to a single bat· 
talion, so saturated with U.S. 
and South Vietnamese troops 
was their territory around Khe 
Sanh_ The 26th Marine Regi­
ment, which had defended Khe 
Sanh for months, moved out of 
the base to attack the North 
Vietnamese who had been sur­
rounding them. 

Towards Khe Sanh 

That night, the Cavalrymen 
slept outside the perimeter, and 
the next morning. led by Charlie 
Company, they moved through 
the front gate of the camp while 
Marines, lining the road, sUently 
watched. 

"They didn't say anything," Cavalrymen prepare to jump off at Landing Zone Stud for Operolion Pegasus while over-
said one soldier. "It was probab- head Chinook helicopters move out with troops and supplies as Ihe FIRST TEAM spearheaded 
ly hard for them to believe the.' , th. operation that lifted the ,l8-day .iege lo' .the Maliae outpost. 

Even as they advanced into 
Khe Sanh, the men of the 2nd 
of the 7th were able to see that 
the dangers of the place were 
-at least tempararily-not what 
they had read about in the 
newspapers. The deadly anti­
aircraft and mortar fire which 
had threatened the existence of 
any aircraft flying into Khe 
Sanh slackened. Four-engined 
C-130's, which for weeks had 
been unable to land at the base , 
because they drew too much 
mortar fire, were landing reo 
gularly. The 1st cavalry's heli· 
copters were fiying resupply to 
the base, drawing only occasion­
al fire_ 

(CoDUaued OD Back Page) 



.------Editorial-~--__, 

The Reserves 
Every month thousands of Americans put on the 

unifonn of their respective services and devote a few 
hours of their time to attending training and drill periods 
of their reserve units. These are the men of the Ready 
Reserve, available (or call to active duty in any emergen­
(:y declared by the President or Congress. 

The value of a strong Reserve WILl readily apparent 
during the crises in Betlin, Cuba and, most recently, Viet,.. 
nam. The show of force needed to help keep the lid on 
wOI'ld trouble spots such, as these ean be provided only 
by ' a strong regular force, backed by a ~ ready 
rese<ve fO«e. 

Whether actually called to active duty or not, ~ the 
mere existence of a strong, trained, available reserve force 
is a significant factor in our world military position. 

Of course, everyone who entered the mili~ service 
before his 26th birthday has a statutory obligation ' to 
serve a total of six ye&rB in the Armed Fon:ee. This 
obligation may be met by sUr. years -of active service or 
by serving varying periods of active service combined with 
service in either the Ready Resene, u.e Standby Re6efve, 
or both. 

Members of the Standby Reserve. although they can 
be called to active duty only in the event of war or na­
tional emergency declared· by Congress, do not serve on 
active duty or active duty for training under normal 
conditions. 

In the past, our Reserve forces have played an im­
portant role in our military preparecineslk Today and in 
the future they play an even more vital role in prevent­
ing full-scale war. 

However, the Reserve is only as strong as the trained 
men who serve in it. Your country needs your experience 
in the Reserv~not only for the remainder of your mili­
tary obligation, but for longer if you are willing to serve 
again if needed. 

Of course, you aren'.t expected to remain available 
for active- duty with no consideration. Ready- Reservists 
receive pay for training and drill periods and for active 
duty for training. Promotions are made in the Reserve 
just 28 in the regular establishmeo.t and technical ~. 
ing available can not only help you in your Reserve as­
signment, but may be of definite value in your civilian 
occupation. 

While you're in the Reserve and advance in rank or 
move to warrant or commissioned status, you have a 
source of substantial and dependable income. Then when 
you reach the age of 50, ana have met the necessary 
requirements, you become eligible for retirement benefits, 
including pay. 

This can prove to be a worthwhile extra measure of 
security and financial independence for yourseU and your 
family. 

Our Reserve forces are an important part of our 
Nation's military team. There is a place for you on 
that team 'for as long as you want to serve. 

Coming On May 18th 

Armed Forces Day 
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Leaming Those ABCs ... 
Chaplail'! (Majorl Wilbur Pel.r,on of . the hi Alt Cavalry ..Divi'ion', artillery, asks a Vj.l~ 
nam.,. child a question about th. Engli'h alphab.t. Th. chaplain teach., about 20 chil-
dr.n near the Cavalry's Camp Evan, ba,.. ' 

To Vietnamese Children .. 
Cav Chaplain Teaches ABCs 
CAMP EVANS - Chaplain English words and phrases that the 20 or so children who at­

(Major) Wilbur Peterson of the case commulcations between tbe tend have learned the English 
1st Air Cavalry's division ar· Vietnamese. and the American alphabet and its sounds. They 
tillery, teaches English in the soldiers working in areas around have also demonstrated their 
refugee viIlage of Tan Nguyen, them. understanding of certain reo 
just outside of the division's new H~ tries to get them to under· quesls by performing !\lJch ac· 
I Corps base at Camp Evans. stand and recognize English as tions as walking out the door 

Chaplain Peterson, whose fam· it is both spoken and written. in response to a statement by 
-Uy ·· reeldes In<'-Seettle,- Wash.;_ Chaplain-l'e'enon bps hMn _ the chaplain. __ . _1-
teaches the children common encouraged at how rapidly the The chaplain hopes that the 

Vietnamese he teaches are pick- progress will continue and that 

Brothers ing up the language. ]n the two the class will increase in size 
weeks that the class has met, as time goes on. 

Meet In 
An Khe 

By SP 5 DON GRAIIAM 
Cowlalr SI<rfI wrll ... 

BONG SON - After Specialist 
Four Darryel Erdmann had 
been in Vietnam lor six months, 
he went in to his division's An 
Khe base camp to start his rest 
and recuperation leave. 

"] went back there, and one 
or the first things ] saw was 
my brother." 

Erdmann, a 1st Air Cavalry 
Division infantryman, had head 
that his brother, Dale volunteer· 
ed for duty in Vietnam. "But 
I never expectcd to find him in 
An Khe, let alone in my own 
battalion," he remarked. 

An Army policy says that no 
one with a brother serving in 
Vietnam will be assigned to the 
country unless he volunteers. 
Darryel had heard that Dale had 
volunteered for duty in Vietnam, 
but not that he had been assign· 
ed to the 1st Cavalry. 

Darryel, 20, Is a year older 
than his brother. He was draft· 
ed, and six months later his 
brother enlisted. and was as· 
signed to Germany. 'After servo 
ing several months there, Dale 
decided to go to Vietnam. 
. The two brothers saw each 
other frequently when Darryel's 
company passed through the 
battalion's treining area, where 
Dale Is a driver and generator 
repairman. 

"I live a little rougher out In 
the field than he does at base 
camp," Darryel grins, " but 
when I leave here, he'll have 
six: months left, and I keep him 
thinking about that." 
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Visual Aids 
Chaplain IMajo,) Wilbur Peterson of the 15t Ai, Cavalry 
Diyj,ion u,., visual aids, including a blackboard and himself 
during an Engli,h teaching J."on to Vietnam.,. childr.n., 



Kuala · Lumpur, · Penang-Malaysia 
For those wishing a Malaysian R&R, there is a choice 
of the capital city of Kuala Lumpur or the beach city of 
Penang. Both offer a wide variety of things to do and see. 

Pri •• t carried on palanquin in Kuala Lumpur during a Chin ••• f •• tival. 



Re-Linking Khe Sanh 

US AlUIT PHOTO BY SP6 J'OHN PE'rrWAY 
Alt.t delivering a bridge to repair Highway Nine the Cav', 'Iylng Crane mov .. oH for anoth., mission . 

US AlUCr J 
A Flying Crane lifts a br¥se I 

HII.Y and Chinook aircraft abound at LZ Cal., o. lit Air Cavalry loldie" deploy for Operation 'ego,u. to r.lieve Kh. 



; ARln' PHOTO BT SPS CHARLES EKBERG 

By Land · And By Air 

. -~ ~ • '",* ~ ............. 
~.... - . -

us ARKT PHOTO BY SPl:i CHARLES EKBERG 
Skytroopen walt Cit LZ Stud for aircraft to carry them Into Operation Pegasul. 



1st/9th Rescues 
Down~d Chopper 
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Traveling Light? 

By SP4 SCO'IT SMITH 
CG¥a101r Stoff Wrner 

QUANG TRI - Helicopter 
crews from the lst Air Cavalry 
Division's A Troop, 1st Squad· 
ron, 9th Cav, succeeded in the 
rescue of a chopper crew Ihat 
was downed by heavy Commu· 
nlst ground fire 12 kilometers 
southwest of Quang Trl. 

Scout helicopters and gun· 
ships from the 1st of the 9th had 
spotted 80 to 85 bunkers and 
structures earlier in the day and 
retumed for a second look. 

Suddenly the sky exploded 
with heavy small arms and au· 
tomatlc weapons fire. The in· 
lense volume of the lire hit the 
command ship. It fluttered out · 
of control, and crashed on a 
hillside, then rolled to the bot· 
tom of a deep gorge. 

Immediately, other 1st of the 
91h choppers converged on the 
crash scene. WO·l M i c h a e I 
Bond, from Roanoke Va., was 
the first to arrive. His observer, 
Platoon Sergeant Otto See, from 
Washington, D.C., leaped out 
and headed toward the downed 

Sky troopers use a little brain and brawn fo move a fent from on. location to another at 
land ing Zone Jane in I Corps, the Army's northernmost ar.a of tactical operations. 

Mortars 
Returned 
NVA Fire 

In 2nd Of The 8th 

Medic ITrusfs In The Lordi LZ SNAPPER - When the 
1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, lst 

By SP. BILL BLESSINGTON the difference between calchlng late that night, Gladden was the Air Cavalry Division, set up at 
CoVCIloir SI"II Wrner tropical diseases and staying first man to bandage the wound LZ Snapper, four miles south of 

QUANG Till _ He is one of healthy. and give an injection for pain. Khe Sanh Combat Base, the 
He stayed beside the soldier mortars of the Inlantry com· 

~I~t:a~. ~et~~e~'!it~n~~~t~~~~ When the C~:p~:y cleared a until he was evacuated. ~:~~Sto ~r~utt~~ ~~fl~on~ulp, 
ing men on their "travels with small landing zone for the_night About noorr....ql the loHowll'lg It pald ;off on \he flrlt , nlght. 
Charlie" and gets shot at just on Ii ":Jungle mountain, Gladden day, 'another ritan was wounded, According to 1st Lieutenant 

busied ' himself with the treat· and under Gladden's care, was Tommy Bye, Dallas, Texas. the 
like eveO'one else. But in 1m· ment of cuts, scrapes and on his way to a field hospital assistant operations orriCt!r for 
portant ways Specialist Four scratches. within 15 minutes. the battalion, NY A mortar 
Edward Gladden, 21, of Colum· The red stains of antiseptics Throughout the battle l illed rounds began failing on the 
bus, Ohio, is different. seemed to pop up on just about elght-day operation, Gladden basee about dusk. ''TIle mh0rtars 

. k d treated the wounds of war and of Company were rig t with A senior medic with the 1st everyone, covering mc s an the program. They had their 
Air Cavalry Division's 2nd Bat· bruises that could easily be· through his seemingly unbreak· tubes ready to go after the 
talion, 8th Cavalry, Specialist come inlested in the humid ambl~d''''. mposure, seethed their first few incoming rounds. 
Gladden does not carry a weap. climate. " They let loose, and the mortnr 

Later, as heavy mist settled When asked what it's like to rounds stopped." 
on. On the side of his helmet is over the LZ, "Doc" drifted art be In the middle of a firelight A morning search of the site 
the 11}0tto which molds his life: to sleep, an ominous quiet without anything to defend him· of the NVA mortars revealed 
"Praise the Lord". pervading the jungle. self with, "Doc" Gladden rep!l. live NVA bodies, thlrty.two 

ed, "Well, I put my trust In the 82mm mortar rounds, one AK· 
On a recent search mission Gives Aid Lord and He'll take care of 47 automatic rine, and two 

with his company, now working _:W;;h:.:"--.:a~m:a:"::..-:w:ai'~~ii~~m~.~.'~' i'l.!;a;iiiiiiii;;;jiiiitf"i[~~S~KiS~ri~n~ .. ~. ~~:;;~"ii in the northern·most two provo 
Inces of South Vietnam, Glad· II 
den showed his trust in the Lord 
In many ways. For one thing he 
was there while his lrlends 
moved through NVA infested po. 
sltlons, rines at the ready, and 
keyed for battle. '!'he only weap· 
on "Des" Gladden carried was 
a small medical kit and a 
heartfull of courage. 

Sniper Rounds 
When sniper rounds buzzed 

though the brush near his posl· 
Ilon, Gladden hit the ground 
while the inlantrymen about 
him tightened their grips on 
their black rines. The "Doc" 
didn't move a muscle during 
these firs t long seconds of si· 
lence, but when It appeared as 
though the Immediate danger 
was ever, Gladden could be 
heard asking the radio operater, 
"Did anyone get hit?" 

Sp. Gladden has a key job 
with the infantry. He takes 
care of friendly or enemy 
wounded, and advises his com· 
pany commander if any Injured 
men must be helicoptered back 
to field hospitals. He is also 
responsible for seeing to the 
little things that might mean 
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Moving Out For Khe Sanh 
VOCT 

6 CAVAlA1R 
Sky troopers and one of their .cout dogs pour out of a Chinook helicopter as th ey prepare 
to move out on a pha.e of Operation 'egasu. to bring r.llef to the Madne. at Kh. Sanh , 

: .... 

crew. 
Captain Phillip Branstuder, 

from Key West, Fla., followed 
suit, and used his gunship to 
serve as MEDEVAC. His co· 
pilot, WO·I Arthur F. Chaney, 
(rom Vienna, Va., as well as his 
doorgunner and crew chief, 
jumped out to help the stricken 
crew. 

Platoon Sergeant See cut his 
way through the tall elephant 
grass until he came to the 
chopper. "At lirst I thought 
they were all dead," recalled 
See. "Then I saw the doorgun· 
ners working to pull the co·pllot 
out, so I ran over to help". 

At this time the gunship crew 
arrived, and together they sue· 
ceeded in freeing the two serl· 
ously wounded pilots lrom the 
wreckage. 

After first aid had been ad· 
ministered, the group started up 
the steep incline. 

When. they were halfway up 
the hill, red snipers opened up 
from the undergrowth. Platoon 
Sergeant See grabbed an M-16 
and returned fire while the ex· 
hausted pilots and crewmen ' 
dragged their wounded buddies 
to the awaiting gunship. 

As the wounded were being 
lifted out, P latoon Sergeant See 
returned and the remaining five 
men haslily formed a defensive 
perimeter. 

Choppers were standing by, 
and quickly extracted the crew· 
men. 

Leeches 
Present 
Problem 

By SP5 !lUKE LARSON 
CG¥a101r s ... " Wrll« 

LZ STUD - Most soldiers 
dread leeches. 

One leech confronted with 
mosquito repellent or a cigarette 
lighter will usually retreat hast· 
i1y, but with friends he can be a 
problem. 

The lst Air Cavalry Division's 
lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry was 
war kin g some 25 kilometers 
northwest of Hue and set up 
their perimeter in a deserted 
rice paddy, belore moving into 
the mountains the following 
morning. 

"It started raining about 6 or 
7 o'clock that night," said 
P r i vat I.' First Class Douglas 
Reidsema, "We were going on 
a listening post that night. All 
of a sudden Steele (PFC James 
E. Steele, Birmingham, Ala.) 
came running from his tent, his 
chest covered with blood, calling 
for the medle." 

Checking Steele, the medic 
discovered a leech had made 
the wound. 

"He found three or lour more 
on my leg," remembers Steele, 
who has been in Vietnam seven 
months. but can't recall so 
many leeches in one place, 
"then pretty soon everyone was 
complaining. This old rice paddy 
had grown full 01 elephant grass, 
but it still held water. Even the 
inside of our hootch was lull of 
It." 

Starr Sergeant Frederick C. 
Michalchik, Reedsville, Pa., at· 
tracted the most leeches, though 
-.1,. 

"All you could do," he ex· 
plained, "was to s p ray the 
ground where you slept, but 
then you'd be depriving some· 
one else 01 Insect repellent. We 
just bloused our pants, buttoned 
our sleeves, and I even put rub­
ber bands around my sleeves. I 
still spent all day picking off 
leeehes." 
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That Old Hitchin' Post 
We're not sure what kind of hitchin' Miss Svetlono MishoH has on her mind but whatever 
if is we are to be most obliging. 

Medevac Member 

Medic Serves Second Tour 
By SP 5 HERB DElI.'TON 

CoYtIlOlr StoH Wrller 

LZ JANE - Specialist Five 
William F, Word, Long Beach, 
Cam., could be sitting in a com­
fortable dispensary at a state­
side Army post helping treat 
indigestion and common colds. 

Instead he chose to come back 
to Vietnam to be a flight medic 

for the 1st Air Cavalry Division. 
He is a member of a medical 

evacuation helicopter crew_ 
They often fly a tight COUr5e 
around enemy bullets to pick up 
wounded soldiers"nd take them 
back to an aid station or hos· 
pital. 

In the air, Word is a decisive 
factor. In some cases he has 

The ISniffer l Seeks Out 
Charlie In Hideaways 
By SPS MONTY JERNIGAN 

CoYtIlalr Stoff Wrll .. 

CAMP EVANS - The enemy 
is finding it harder and harder 
to stay secluded in his hiding 
places. 

Thanks to the Army's suc­
cessful man,pack and airborne 
personnel detector5. nick­
named "The Sniffer," the men 
of the 1st Air Cavalry Divi­
sion's 184th Chemical Platoon 
are able to literally smell out 

. the insurgents. 
The instrument detects am­

monia given off by the human 
body into the air. The am­
monia trace is then mixed with 
an acid solution which con­
denses the chemical In what 
resembles a cloud chamber. 
The condensation is then regis­
tered on a meter. The device 
was originally designed to be 
carried by an Infantryman In 
1 ,.1 01 nh 

much more effective when at­
tached to a helicopter. 

The airhorne "SniUer" is 
equipped with a second meter 
capable of detecting smoke in 
the air. 

"We fly crosswind, then 
turning into the wind," said 
1st Lieutenant Jan A. Van 
Prooyen, commanding officer 
of the platoon, "There is a 
cone shaped pattern made as 
the ammonia is given off. and 
we can lind its origin by flying 
back and forth." 

The machines are generally 
used in free fire zones and 
areas where there are no alJied 
troops. Once the enemy is 10' 
cated, 1st Cav fire power Is 
called in. "We have gunships 
flying above us fo-r cover," 
said 2nd Lt. John W. Smith, 
the platoon's executive officer, 
"and sometimes we carry an 
artillery observer who calls in 
f r ," 

' had to administe'r external heart 
massage or mouth-to-mouth re­
suscitation the entire flying 
time. 

On one occasion he and anoth­
er medic gave mouth-to·mouth 
and a heart massage simulta­
neously to one critically wound· 
ed soldier as the chopper soared 
to the hospital. 

The medical evacuation chop­
pers must be ready to go any 
time, in any kind of wealher. 

When infantrymen in the field 
were wounded during a mortar 
attack on their nighttime posl· 
tion, Word's helicopter sailed 
through a thunderstorm to evac· 
uate the wounded. 

It was a dark evening illumi­
nated only sporadically by the 
flashes of lightning. The Infan­
trymen burned small chunks of 
C-4 plastic explosive to guide 
the chopper in. 

As they flew back, Word ex­
amined the wounded with a 
flashlight. His , medical equip­
ment Includes typical first aid 
gear plus clamps, forceps and 
plastic resuscitators. He is so 
famlliar with the set-up, he 
says, that he can find every· 
thing in the dark. 

Word served a previous Viet· 
nam tour as a field medic with 
the lst Infantry Division. He 
has been awarded the Purple 
Heart, the Bronze Star Medal 
for Valor, the Army Commenda· 
tion Medal for Valor, the Air 
Medal, flight wings and the 

I .~ 

J3,500-man · Move­
Irs Just~ Rout;ne? 
By SM DON GRAHAM too. 

c-alalr Stoff Wrlt..- The resupply mission is the 
LZ snm - The start of Op· more hllpressive; because the 

eratiOI1 ,Pegasus involved moy- Air Cavalry's G4, under LTC 
ing 13,500 trOops, and setting up Robert Vaughn is planning re­
a brand new line of communi ca· supply not only for its own men 
tion to keep them supplied. The , but for the lst Marine Regiment 
1st Air Cavalry Division's log!- and an ARVN task lorce-some 
sties office (G4) considered 17,000 men in all. 
this a..routlne task. .: ',' ,"The thing that made the op. 

"After moving the entire divl- eration go smoothly was being 
sipn up to I Corps , from ,Binh' able to pre-position supplies ,at 
DInh Province in. mld..January, ' . LZ Stud," Sproul said. Stud was 
this was a relatively - sim'ple opened two weeks before -Oper. 
deployment," said MA.J Hugh B. aUon Pegasus began by Seabees 
Sproul, plans ' and operations of- 'who carved out an air.strip on 
fieer in the All' Cavalry's , G4. the new base, nine miles north. 

But to - an observer on ' the , ~st of Khe Sanh. "we had not 
ground, ,the deployment that -only the runway, but refueling 
started Operation Pegasus look· sItes and an ammunition storage 
ed like an amazing logistical -, base before the troops began 
feat. Within five days, all three " . . .. Slid 
of the _ Cavalry's 'brigades had ;~ov~g 10, ~~u sa. , 
moved lnto 'poslUons within five ,;-::~':The Air Caftlry's unique' abU­
miles of the Khe Sanh cOmbat ', lty: to move supplles by hellco~ 
base and were ready to move., ter permitted . the division ' to 
'nle supplies to keep them going ~deploy to slz · ' landing zones 
were pouring into tlje new area, i)Vhich are not- served by any 

In.fcmtryman 
Gets Wish 
Near Hue 
By SP4 G. W. BUTZ 

CoYtIlOlr SIoH Wrller , 
CAMP EVANS - Specialist 

Four Lesley D. Fikl'l came to 
Vietnam as an infantryman, but 
wanted to be a medic. His wish 
canie true In the Battle of Hue. 

In a fire fight - a couple days 
earlier, his Ist Air Cavalry Di­
vision company had lost all of 
its medics. One morning a med­
ic came out to assist the com· 
pany in case it ran into any 
trouble. 

Delta Company, lst Battalion, 
7th Cavalry was making its way 
towards a woodline through 
some rice paddies when it was 
hit by sniper fire. Fike and the 
medic went to the aid ot these 
who were wounded. Soon enemy 
mortar rounds began raining in­
to the paddies. The medic had 
to be medevaced along with the 
wounded due to a high tempera­
ture. This left Fike as acting 
medic. 

The Cavalrymen were forced 
to pull back due to the constant 
incoming mortar rounds. Fike 
received a shrapnel wound. 
SP4 Fike refused evacuation to 
stay with his buddies. "I 
COUldn't go in because there 
wouldn't have been anyone to 
help the men," he said. 

As the company pulled back, 
an M-60 machine gun ncr 
couldn't make it because of a 
head wound. Keeping down and 
crawling through the rice pad­
dies, Fike eventually made it to 
the gunner. 

_road. Supplies: -are taken py 
'-convoy along Higbway Nine­
,secured by the Third Marine 
"Division-to Landing Zone Stud. 
'From there, Chinook and Huey 
helicopters lift the supplies to 
the Cav's , maneuver battalions 

.. in the field near Khe Sanh. , 
.The Cavalry faees two daily 

resupply problems that no other 
division has to cope with. Be· 
cause it has more than 400 
organic 'helicopters, the division 
needs , some 120.000 gallons of 
"JP-4" helicopter fuel every 
day_-About half this amount Is 
brought forward daily into the 
Pegasus area of operations; the 
rest is at the division'S bases 
to the east in the Jeb Stuart 
area of operations, where the 
helicopters return overnight. 

The second dally resupply 
problem is artillery ammunition. 
"This division shoots about half 
again as much artillery as any 
other division in Vietnam," 
Sproul said. "We're planning on 
expending 500 tons of artillery 
ammunition a day in this area." 

There is of course a third 
major daily supply problem­
food-but that is by no means 
unique to the Cavalry. Cavalry­
men like their food hot and 
should he pleased to hear that 
MAJ Sproul feels logistic needs 
are in line with their taste. 
"We'd rather move A or B 
rations (hot food) than C­
rations," Sproul says, "because 
they weigh less." 

The Air Cavalry, of course, 
works hand-In-hand with a num­
ber of units of the 1st Logistics 
Command to solve its supply 
problems. The 26th General 
Support Group, stationed In 
Quang Tri, and the Marine 
Force Logistics Command have 
been co-operating in the resup­
ply of the division. 

One Is A Crowd ... 
Four Is Ridiculous 

By SP5 MIKE LARSON 
CoYtIlalr Stolf Writ ... 

CAMP EVANS - One enemy 
soldier inside a unit's defensive 
perimeter at night can be a nui­
sance; four is just ridiculous. 

Companies A and D of the 1st 
Air Cavalry Division's 1st Bat· 
talion, 7th , Cavalry, had set up 
their perimeter for the night 
some seven kilometers north­
west of here, along the sandy 
beaches lining the Gulf of 
Tonkin, when one man, standing 
guard in a foxhole , heard some­
one moaning. 
' ''I heard a wheezing," said 

Private First Class Rodrick G. 
McArthur, Ludington, M i c h., 
with Alpha Company, "just like 
someone couldn't get any air and 
'was gasping. Wlth'another man 

t wa t n 

found a spider hole. Someone in­
side was gasping," 

For the rest of the night, ex­
tra guards were placed to watch 
the spider hole, and when morn­
ing came an interpreter and the 
men pulled four weak NV A from 
the hole, all alive but one still 
gasping for air. 

"We found a plywood board 
covered with sand over most of 
the hole," McArthur added. "On 
the way to our night camp, we 
had killed one NV A, and we 
think he might be the one who 
covered the hole. but he did too 
good a job." 

"We thought all the holes had 
been checked," said another 
man, "but we missed this one." 

CAVALAll 7 
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Everybody Out! 
Heavily-laden and camouflaged 111 Air Cavalry Division troops of the 2nd BoHalion, 12th 
Cavalry pour out of a Huey liftship on an air alsault during on ~p ... ation in Qu!!ng 1rl 
Province. 

Cay, Allies Net 783 KIA-
(CoatlDaaed From Pale 1) 

5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, the 
2nd of the 7th pressed toward 
Khe Sanh, locating tons of equip. 
ment and great numbers of 
enemy bodies, Itilled by arUllery 
and B-52 strl.kes. 

The second morning of the op­
eration, one of the 2nd of the 
7th radio-telephone operators, 
while adjusting h18 radio, came 
upon an NV A frequency. 

"Sergeant Mink (a 2nd of the 
7th interpreter) monitored the 
r a d I 0," re<:alIed Specialist 5 
Steve Robinson, a 1st Cav pho­
tographer. ''The first transmis· 
sion stated that the NY A were 
combining small groups of men 
into one large group, and send· 
ing them across a valley to 
obtain more ammunition. 

"We contacted AJpha Com· 
pany. One of their men climbed 

a tree and, through a sniper 
scope, spotted the NVA. AJpha's 
FO (forward artillery observer) 
called artillery in on them. 

"Alter that, we heard two 
mwe transmi5sions," Robinson 
added:-"Flrst, that they had lost 
aU contact with the patrol sent 
for ammo; second, that their 
main group was down to just 34 
men." 

Carefully moving through ter­
rain that one soldier called "per­
fect for the enemy," methodical­
ly checking enemy trenches and 
bunkers with well..amoufiaged 
overhead cover, the three bat· 
talions slowly tightened the ring 
around Khe Banh, closing It the 
following morning. The 2nd of 
the 7th took over positions on 
the Marine perimeter, allowing 
the Leathernecks to move into 
the hills surrounding ~e camp. 

2nd/7th First-
(CODUDued From Page 1) 

Last ResIstaDce 
The 2nd of the 7th Cavalry­

men eliminated one of the last 
pockets of resistance around 
Khe Sanh when they blasted 
their way past enemy troops 
south of the base. From these 
positions, just south of the run· 
way at Khe Sanh, NVA marks­
men had been bringing fire on 
aircraft approaching the base. 
Their bunkers had been careful­
ly prepared during the six­
month siege of Khe Sanh. 

They defended the positions 
ferociously. As A and B Com­
panies of the 2nd of the 7th ad· 
vanced, they dre~ fire from 
enemy riflemen. some of whom 
waited until the Sky troopers 
were within five yards of their 
bunkers beIore opening fire. 

"These were the best enemy 
soldiers I'd fought against," 
said Captain AI Degyansky, El 
Paso, Texas, who has command­
ed A Company for six months. 
"Their camouflage was terrific, 
and their fire discipline almost 
unbelievable. The machinegun­
ner would pull off six rounds 
and wait, then when some GI 

poked his head up, someone else 
would take him under fire." 

Nose-To-Nose 
After two days of nose-to·nose 

fighting, the battalion com­
mander, IJeutenant Colonel Ros­
coe Robinson, air assaulted C 
and D Companies of the battal· 
ion ' behind the enemy lines. 
Moving up swiftly on the NVA 
positions, C Co surprised one 
group of enemy during a chow 
'break. At one point in the bitter 
fighting. Lt. Cot. Robinson 
landed his helicopter to evacu· 
ate 5 men from D Co despite 
heavy enemy fire. 

The same moming, the 5th of 
the ·7th moved into the camp to 
take up security aJong part of 
the perimeter. Private Fir s t 
Class Rar. Knott, East River­
dale, ·Md.: tboIight some of the 
Mar i n e s looked downhearted 
when they had to leave, "but I 
think they were really happy to .,. 

"Anyway, I hope we stay here 
for awhile," he smiled, glancing 
around the perimeter at the 
solid bunkers connected by deep, 
zigzag trenches. "Before I had 
seen this place I was a little 
afraid of Khe Sanh, but I'm not 
anymore. Now the Cav is here." 

2nd /J2thUndergoes 
Major IFacelilting l 

By SPS DON Gl;lAIIAM " 
Cavalalr SIaH 'w,1tw 

QUANG TRJ-Since October, 
1~, the 2nd Battalion, 12th 
Cavalry ,has been on the move 
in South Vietnam., Most of the 
time It has been moving north. 
towards .the Demilitarized Zone 
and the heavier concentrations 
of North Vietnamese troops and 
weapons there. 

The moving has worked 
changes in the day-to-day life 
of the men in the 2nd of the 
12th's rifle companies. 

"Back in Bone Son," said Spe­
cialist Four Thomas Richards, 
recalling the Cavalry's Oper­
ation Pershing as if it had been 
a vacation trip; "they'd say 
'Dig in' at night, and you'd 
scratch a hole in the ground, 
just something you could put 
your feet In.'' 

But as B Company works with 
the Air ' ~valry's Second Bri­
gade during Operation Jeb 
Stuart, Richards and, the other 
men in the company not only dig 
in waist or chest dee~ey 
each carry 10 sandbags which 
help mate overhead cover for 
a foxhole. The bags are filled at 
night, emptied in the morning, 

. and carried until the company 
stops again, . . 

That's one measure of how 
much things have changed /.for 
B Company. They started chang­
ing in October when the unit 
moved to Landin, Zone Ross, 
at the mouth of the Que Son 
Valley. For three months, the 
battalion engaged in bitter fight­
ing with the 2nd North Viet-

dally. "We started that during 
the Hue campaigD," said Lt; 
"Butch" Herbaugh, the com­
pany's uecutive officer, reeall­
ing the battalion's assault. 01;1 , 
North Vietnamese forces occupy- , 
ing South Vietnam's imperial 
capital. "Too many guys were 
being sniped at, from here up," 
-he gestured at the "V" of his 
collar. The company also camou­
flages its -helmets and some­
times goes in for more elaborate 
camouflaging. 

One medic who carries a 
litter in the field every day 
(another policy adopted since 
the Hue dlmpaign) reca1ls dis­
guising the stretcher to look like 
a tree ' and ltanding behind it 
for ten minutes while the mem­
bers of his platoon vainly looked 
for him. 

"We're moving a1 night all 
the time now, that's another 
difference," recalled Sgt. W)lllan 
McCune of Chicago, another of 
B Company's handful of veter­
ans who can recall such ancient 
history as Bong Son. 

"We used to wear soft hats, 
some of us," Richards, the RTO, 
rec'alled. "We didn't even think 
we needed -helmets. Loot at us 
now!" 

NVA Select 
Wrong Time 
ForRAndR 

namese Army (NVA) Division. CAMP EVANs--choosiDg the 
At that time, ,8 Company's wrong rest and recuperation 

men s tarted to ~ry gas masks area, a group of NVA soldiers 
jus t in case the NVA started found themselves in the hands 
getting any ideas. . of the 1st Air Cavalry Division's 

When the battalion moved Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, . _ ~, 
farther north, · to"' 'l'h--uaThle~lth~Cavali) . ...... '!.."II 

Province, there was another Alter making an air assault, 
addition to the daily costume- the men of Bravo Company 
"flack jackets," to protect were on a search and destroy 
against fragmentation wounds. mission on the outskirts of Hue, 
The heavy vests make a soldier Upon entering a deserted vil-
on a day's walk feel like a lage the Cavalrymen found sev­
lobster being slow-boiled, but eral North Vietnamese Army 
they've saved lives in mortar, packs. Upon further probing, 
rocket, and grenade attacks. the men found two NV A offi-

The soldiers look different, cers and one NCO hiding in a 
too. They camouflage their bunker. Two more NVA were 
faces with camouflage sticks netted from another bunker. 
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Stream Crossing 
8 CAVALAIR 

Finally, with the four com­
panies sealing off the NY A, 14 
air strikes and more than 1.000 
rounds of artillery were brought 
in. Advancing through the burn· 
ed-out terrain, some three kilo­
meters from Khe Sanh, the Air 
Cavalrymen found an assort· 
ment of enemy weapons, includ­
ing a 7.62 mm anti·aircraft mao 
chine gun, ' two 60 mm mortars, 
11 B-40 rocket launchers, six 
,RPD light machine guns, .and 
dozens of individluaJ weapons. 
Some of the weapons were 
stored In bunkers; others ' had 
simply been abandoned along. 
side the trail as the North Viet­

. namese 'fled, ' 
Sky troopers of Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry (ron a slippery stream bed 
during an operation ·in I Co,ps near Quang 1,i City . 


