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FOREWORD 

In December, naval forces regained SOIll9 of the ,"omentum lost 

to monsot·" weather during November • 

Although the weather continued to be fierce and erratic, eapec-. 

ially in the First Coastal Zone, MARKET TIME and Vietname.e Navy '., 

activity increased. In D<?lang and Saigon, the respectc\.ve Support . ~" 
Activities surpassed certain prior achievements in the critical 

area of supply. 

To the south, in a village in Kien Hoa province, military civic 

action and psychological operations were coordirated with precision 

in an aggresBive venture called WH»IO 1-66. GAM.~ WARDEN units, 

meanwhile, continued to surprise and hurt the er~my in areas long 

considered re:!.atively inviolate. 

In.~ brief ce~~mony held at DaNang's Camp Hoskins on 9 December, 

Rear Arnniral Paul E. SEUFER, CEC, USN, relieved Rear Admiral Robert 

R. WOODING, CEC, USN, as Commander THIRD Naval Construction Brigade. 

Adudral ~OODING was presented with the Legion of Merit by Rear 

Admiral Norvell G. WARD, USN, Commander U.S, Naval Forces, Vietnam. 

The month and the year ended on an ominous note with the 

discovery on 31 December of a Soviet-type contact mine in Saigon's 

main shipping channel. It was the first time a contact mine' had 

been detected in inland waters. 

Despite this new threat, in retrospect it was clear that 

during 1966 naval forces had wrested the initiative away from the 

enemy. Along the coastline, the enemy was finding it increasingly 

ii CONFIDDiTIAL 
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dHficult to cope with the long ann of· .MAIiKETTM:;:;~.'·th:D"~ta,· 
further refinements of GAME WARDEN tactics wre c~tt1~iiltJ'the' 

, • _.: t I _, • " ,c "', -' 

en~~ts sanctuarieo. At year's end" it was eqUa~ clear that the 
, . I . ' ,- • 

growing effectiveness of the naval ef.fort -..as a vital factor in,the 

Allied counter-offensive campaign. 

* * * * * 
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fHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Z Dec - Premier KY and General WALT visit Vietnamese Marines 
during Operation J)U~ SON 331. p. 79. 

- I:rJG KLEIN, PuR patrol officar~ killed during engagement 
wi th the Viet Congo One Viet Cong killed and two 
wounded. p. 5. 

4 Dec - MARKET TIME aircraft damaged during Viet Cong attack on 
Tan Son Nhut Airbase. p. 36. 

- PERs, supporting Ii search and destroy operation, kill 
five Viet Cong and detain nine suspects. p. 12. 

4 Dec - Forty-five adrift Chinese Communist fishermen and children 
8 Dec assisted by MARKET TIME units. p. 35. 

9 Dec - RADM SEUF~R relieves RADM WOODING as C~~nder THIRD Naval 
Construction Brigade. p. 57. 

10 Dec - Coastal Group Yabuta junk br0aches; salvage attempt 
fails. p. 72. 

11 Dec - Major Viet Cong crossing thwarted. Fifteen Viet. Cong 
killed and 28 sampans destroyed. p. 16. 

15 Dec - USCGC POINT GRACE struck by Viet Cong rocoilless rifle 
fire. p. 38. 

15 Dec - PBRs ambushed by a large Viet Cong force. PBRs, helicop-
16 Dec ters, RAGS, artillery and jet aircraft suppress fire. p. 9. 

18 Dec - PBRs, oupportine an ARVN operation, are taken under fire 
by a large Viet Cong force. Six U.S. sailors wounded; 
several Viet Cong casualties. p. 15. 

23 Dec - SuspicIous, steel-hulled trawl ... r sighted and tracked by 
MARKET Tll1E units. p. 36. 

28 Dec - PBRs kill nine Viet Cong in the first major fire fight in 
the Ham Luong River. p. 23. 

29 Dec - wllAMO 1-66, a large-scale military c~v~c action proj:.ot, 
is conducted in Ki,en Hoa provir,~e. p. 60. 

30 Dec - PBRs on the Soirap kill two Viet Cong; at least four more 
probably killed. Two sailors slightly wounded. p. 30. 

31 Dec - Contact mine discovered in inland weters. p. 2 • 

***** 
v CONFIDENTIAL. 



• CONFIDENTIAL 

RIVER PATROL FORCE 

,In December, tho River Patrol Force continued to interdict 

enemy movements and inflict heavy losses on the Viet Cong along the 

major rivers of the Mekong Delta and the Rung Sat Special Zono. 

Enemy crosBing attempts were disrupted by GAME WARDEN forces 

in the Soi Rap, Mekong (My Tho) and Ham Luong rivers. On one occasion, 

a PER patrol boldly swept up a narrow canal and surprised a large , 

number of ~~n Force Viet Cong preparing for a crossing. In the 

ensuing engagement, 1) Viet Cong were killed and 28 sampans destroyed. 

Ene~~ activity in the Rung Sat increased sharply during the 

month as PER patrols oper"ting in the Soi Rap River engaged Viet. 

Cong e;ampans on several occasions 0 In the long Tau main shipping 

channel a minesweeper detected a large, c,ontact mine containing 

a 500 lb. explosive charge. It was the first contact-type mine 

discovered in the territorial waters of South Vietnam. 

SEAL teams operating in the Rung Sat Speci.,l Zone discovered 

3everal Viet Cong ba5e camps and weapons caches. At one camp, 

during a mission i~ the mangrove swamp south of NHA BE, a terun came 

upon and seized a number of automatic weapons and a large quantity 

of anununi tiono 
r 

Support missions performed by GAME WARDEN forces ranged from 

providing cover and blocking forces for ground operations to 

evacuating sick and wourxled Vietnamese from towns aOO .outpostfl 

along the rivers, On two occasions during the month, GA~ WARDEN 

• helicopter fire teams came to the assistance of besieged outposts 
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several miles inland from the major wate~ys of the Delta. 

PERs continued to transport medical civic action teams to 

hamlets and outposts along the rivers as well as carry~ Vietna­

mese Psycholgical Warfare Teams on loudspea!;:~~ missions. 

Of notable significance was the growing mutual respect and 

confidence between the men of GAME ~ARDEN and the Vietnamese people. 

Tangible evidence of the extent of the rapport was the in~rea5ing 

voluw.e and reliability of intelligence furnished river patrols by 

the Dc lta inhabitants. 

The GAl-IE v,ARDEN support ship, USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST-816), 

operated successfully during the early J>lrt of the month in sheltered 

waters near Can Tho. On 12 December, she returned to the mouth of 

the Bassac, and experienced great difficulty in handling PBRs and 

helicopters in the high winds and heavy seas of the Northeast 

Monsoon. At month '5 end certain aspects of the support ship concept 

were undergoing re-evaluationG 

CONTACT rUNE DISCOVERED IN INLAND 1,<;ATERS 

On 31 December, at 0815, the Petty Officer in Charge of MSB 

52 spotted approximately 15 inches of a cont~ct mine floating in 

the Long Tau lliver, near the junction of the Song Nga Bay and Song 

Dua rivers, Five contact horns were exposed. At 1000, the ~ine 

was disarmed by a Navy EOD team ~nd taken to Nha Be. 

MSB 52, in company ""ith three other minesweepers, had been 

engaged in routtne -!n.eeping operaticns, which commenced at 0400 
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frem Nha Be. Two IISBa s"",pt the center of the channel with Oropeea 

gear on both sides, while the other two stl"eamed close to the bank. 

The cUrI'ent was beginning to ebb at the time of departure, and the 

minesw~epers completed their first )'ass at 0700; then the two boats 

along the bank changed to chain-drag sweeps for the return pass. 

r'"::.:s it \Was estimated that the boat~ l:ad last passed the area whare 

the wine was locat8d at approximatel~ 0615. 

The mine, Jh~ inches in diameter and 52 inches in length, 

carried an explosive charge of 500 pounds; twenty feet of anchor 

wire were still attached. The bitter end of the cable wae fra.yed 

and shiny, indicating it had been cut recently .. 

The mirlf'. was coated "d.th r'ed lead, and its surface showed 

little rustj hoy.-ever the horn containing nuts and the locking ring 

on the arming device were heavily corroded. There was a singlo 

layer of fresh barnacles on the mine. Subsequent analysis indicated 

that the mine had been submerged in Vietnam's river water for 

approximately 12 months and that the mine was lJrobably planted in 

the Long Tau the night before it was swept. 

The mine resembleci the Soviet MKB-Varia tion mine in every 

respect except for the absence of a mercury safety switch.. Russian 

lettering was found on the booster cover and on the arming and 

depth-setting devices. 

This w&s the first contact-detonated mine discovered in the 

inland waters of South Vietnam. 
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DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUP 

~'rations in the Lower Ba.sac River 

At 2030 on 2 Decdmber, a PBR patrol in the lower Ba.sac River 

picked up two smail, high-speed contacts moving from the northern 

end of Cu Lao Dung Island toward the "~st bank of the river. The 

lead PER moved upstream to investigate and, at a range of 200 yards, 

illumi~ated the contacts--two motorized sampans. No one was visable 

and the patrol officer, LTJG Hem-.r 1. KLEIN, Jr., USN, fired two 

warning shots. 

Suddenly the sampan's occupants began firing with automatic 

.... ;eapons. The PI3I{'s searchlight. was secured, and the sampans taken 

under fire. Th~ PBR cover boat then moved in to support the lead 

boa t 's withdrawal. The PBIl.' M-79 grenades and .50 caliber machine 

gun fire destroyed one of the sampans. One Viet Cong was killed 

and t~o were wounded. 

LTJG KLEIN died of a gunshot wound in the chest. He was the 

first GAl1E "AIUJE~ officer to be killed in action. 

On e December, PERs 58 and 60, acting on a detailed ir.telli­

gence ~eport, intercepted a junk carrying a shipment of medicine 

concealed in nuDe mam (fish sauce) jars. The junk was stopped in 

the vicinity of eu lao May I::sland and. towed to Can Tho. Included 

in the carFO were 1,062 penicillin tablets, 20 bRgs of aureomycin, 

and 64 packets of hypodermic needles. 

At 1555 on 8 Deceu.ber, PBRs 38 and 58 picked up a suspect 

wa'1ted by the Ke Sach sub-sector; the apprehension occured during 
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a routine ID card check in the vicinity of Cu Lao Ne.i Islarxl. 'As 

the patrol was taking the man to Can Tho for interrogation, it was 

taken urxler small arms fire from Cu Lao May Island in the vicinity 

of a Anown Viet Cong crossing route. Fire was suppressed by the 

PRRs and the suspect was subsequently turned over to the Vietnamese 

authorities. 

On 10 December near Tra On, a PBR patrol disco,rered 10,000 

units of US-made penicillin in a sampan that had been stopped for 

a rou t:"ne search. The sampan dnd iL~ occupant were t',l'rned over 

to the I~ational Police. 

On the afternoon of 16 December, while conducting a routine 

search of river tral'f:i.c near the northwest tip of eu Lao May, PBRs 

60 and 28 apprehended a Vietnamese with 80 gallons of kerosene, 27 

bottles of glucose, 28 bottles of penicillin, and 500 feet of 

copper wire in his sampan. None of the cargo was covered by the 

manifest, and the suspect was subsequently delivered to the 

Vietnamese authorities. 

On 17 December~ a special PBR patrol was ~tationed near the 

sQutheJ.'n tip of eu lao lfuy in response to an intelligence report 

that the Vecet Cong would attempt a river crossing. At 1945 the 

patro 1 observed wha t appeared to be a torch high in the trees along 

the bank. As the patrol closed to investigate, it received sniper 

fire. The PBRs retorted with M-16 arn M-79 fire, and the torch 

was seen to fall from the trees. No subsequent action developed. 

On 27 December, a PBR patrol sighted a sampan with two 
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occupants standing out of the mouth of a canal near the northwest 

tip of Cu Lao May, three an1 one half miles southeast of Can Tho. 

Tr.e sampan ignored hails and warning shots and continued to evade. 

As the patrol approached, Viet Cong positions on the east bank of' 

the river opened up ~~th automatic weapons fire. 

The PBRs took the sampan and the bank positions under fire. 

The sampan was sunk and its two occupants were killed. Fire fram 

the bank was suppressed, and the patrol withdrew. Twenty minutes 

1ater the patrol returned and received small arms, automatic weapons 

and mortar fire~ Artillery support was called in from Tra On sub­

secto~, and the enemy fire was· suppressed. There were no £asualties 

to friendly forces; enemy casu&lt~es were undetermined~ 

Support of Friendly Forces 

On 2 December, PERs 39 and 40, in CODlpailY with units of Coastal 

Group 36, wit.h the IDng Phu District Chief and his U.S. Army advisor 

emba~ked, e~cori:.ed four Vietnamese LCVPs on a resupply mi.'3sion to 

island outposts in the mouth of the Bassac. 

At 0850, as the colunUl entered the channel between Cu Lao Dung 

and eu Lao Tron islands, the second LCVP w&.s mined and sunk, wounding 

one Vietnamese r Simultaneous~ small arms fire broke out from the 

beac", and the PERs suppressed the outburst with .SO caliber 

machine gun fire and M-79 grenades. The 'WOunded Vietnameae flailor 

was evacuated to the Coastal Group 36 base by PER. There vere uo 

U.S. casualties. 

SUDsequently, at the request of the LDng Phu District Chief, 
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PBRs provided escort and fire support services as Vietnamese LCVPa 

ep~aged in salvage operations of the sunken LGVP. No en~ contact 

developed. 

At 2340 on 10 December, PERs 36 and .34 "ere requested by a 

Vietnamese LSIL to stop an evading 'sampan in a known Viet Cong 

crossing area near the northern end of CuLao May. The LSIL had 

detected two sampans attempting to cross fran east t,.:l we.'~t aft!:r 

curfew, C'_nd had been taken under fire by the sampans. The LS_IL 

sank one of the sampans, and the PBRs destroyed the other. There 

were no friendly casualties. 

Other Assistance 

PBRs in the BaSSBC conducted a number of evacuation missions 

during the month. The ~~ope of the evacuations ranged from wounded 

Vietnamese military perse-nnel to civilian. victims of Viet Cong 

booby-traps to children ~,:,uffering from serious illnesses. In all, 

26 Vietnamese were evacuated. 

Operations in the Co Chien River 

On 7 December, PERs 86 and 82 sighted a sampan lying close to 

the bank 25 miles southeast of Vinh Long. ·The patrol had been 

warned by a local Vietnamese outpost that a Viet Cong unit, equipped 

with a 57mm recoilless rifle, was in the area. Sensing an ambush 

the two patrol boats remained 'in mid-stream and hailed the sampan. 

Then warning shots ~~re fired as the sampan continued toward the 

bank. Suddenly the Viet Cong opened up with recoilless rifle fire 

and numerous automatic weapons from positions on the bank behind 
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the sampan. The PBRs returned th~ fire, sank the sampan,and killed 

its two occupants. 

The PBRs then cleared the area and rr,quested artillery support 

from the Huong My sub-sector. ShortlY, the ambush site was neutra-

lized by 105l11l1\ artillery fire as well as M-79 grenades and M-60 

and .50 caliber machine gun fire. There were no friendly casual-, 

ties. 

At 1300 on 15 December, PBRs 97 and 86 were taken under auto-

matic weapons fire from munerous posit.ions along th~ south bank of 

the s0utheastern tip of Cu Lao Giai Island. The Viet ,Cong used at 

least one .50 ca,]:'.ber machine gun in the ambush. The PBRs returned 

the enemy fire and cleared the area. 

PBRs 117 and 82 joined the action, and the HC-l (Deto 25) fire 

team was scrambled from Vinh Long., The helicopters drew heavy 

automatic weapons fire during all runs on the target. The four PBRs, 

marking the target area for the helicopters with .50 caliber tracers, 

also came under heavy fire" 

As the helicopters finished their runs, units of VNN River 
I 

Assault Group 23 moved in to bombard the en~my positions at close 

range. Then an Army helicopter fire team arrived and fired on the 

targe~ area until,the Navy fire t~rum returned from rea~ing and 

re fueling 0 

Upqn completion of the f:'ring ru!,)"j by air 8.00 surface unit~, 

the Vinh Binh province 155= artillery, battery flred five rounds 

into the area. By 161U the area was considered neutralized. There 
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were no friendJ~ casualties; Viet Cong casualties were undetermined. 

At 1336 on 16 December, PBRs III and 113 came under heavy auto­

matic weapons fire from the south bank of the river while the boats 

were searching a sampano The enemy again used numerous automatic 

weapons, including at least one <>50 caliber machine gun.. The pat~~ol 

clear8d the area to the southeast, returning fire as it withdrew. 

PBRs 86 and 97 joined the engagement and came under fire from the 

Buuth bank. 

The four PBRs then stood by to the southeast of the kill zone 

as the Cang Long sub-sector artillery battery fired eight rounds of 

155mm into the area. In addition, the Navy light helicopter fire 

team arrived and fired on targets marked by th .. ~ PBRs. 

At 1700, a section of jet aircraft delivered a strike into the 

area, and all firing ceased. During the engagement, PER 111 had 

been hit in the radome, and PBR 113 had taken two hits in the hull. 

Helicopters destroyed one hut and initiated a small POL fire. There 

were no personnel casualties to friendly forces o Viet Cong cas­

ualties were undetermined; ~owever, this locale, the scene of num­

erous ambush at tempts earlier in the month, was not heard frOl'l again 

during December~ 

Support of Friendly Forces 

On thre.e occasions in December, PBRs came to the assista::1ce 

of a Vietnamese outpost on the south bank of the Co Chien, 17 miles 

southeast of Vinh long~ In each instanc3 .the outpost was under 

small arms and mortar attack and in serious danger of being overrun. 
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The PBUs supprecsed the enemy fire with .50 caliber.nd 11-60 fire, 

and successfully broke up the three attacks. On 22 December a 20-

kilo water mine ~as found in the approach to this outpost. 

On 5 December in the Giao Due sub-sector, a t"wo-boat cover and 

blocking force supported a Vietnamese counter-assault against an 

outpost which had been overrun by an estL~ted company of Viet Gong, 

five miles north of Vir_" long on the Mekong. PBRs took station in 

the :..~i rer, while an AC-l..7 am Army he licop~er3 conducted reconnais­

s~~ce by fire at t~e outpost a~d ~t5 p.nvironso 

At 1000, the PBRs rendezvoused with tho Vietnamese reaction 

force, consistirl[ of 130 truops embarked in three LCVPs and a wat.er 

t:ucL Wi":.t: PBRs 111 and ~'I in the van, the force proceeded to the 

objec~ive arE.1l at the mouth 1)1' 2. canal.. The PBRs entered the canal 

and ,,;ere taken under sniper fire, l.hi--:h they suppressed" A~ the 

LCVPs entered the area i they too were taken under sniper fire, 

l-.hich was quickly suppressed by the FERa, and the troops were 

landed under covering fire of the PBRs 0 ThE;', Viet Cang retreated 

and the Vietnamese forCE: :"'eoccupie.d the outpost" 

On 6 December~ PBRs supported an outpost 25 mtles downstream 

from Vinh Long, which was being harassed by the Viet Cong from the 

bank of a canal opposite the posto At 2000, as the patrol closed 

to ",,"i thin 500 :yards of the outpos t, it. reeei ved seven rounds of 

small arms fire .• ".-hieh it returned~ An adjacent PER patrol moved 

in to block a Viet Cong crossing route in the area, in case the 

out.post attack was merely a diversiooo The attack was successfully 
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broken up by the PBR fire and no crossing materialized. 

On 28 December, PBRs 86 and 113 were requested hy an Army 

light helicopter fire team to deliver direct fire in support of 

two Regional Force companies which had been ambushed by the Viet 

Cong on the nort~l bank of the Song Pang Tra channel, fourteen miles 

southeast of Vinh Longo 

The ~\rmy fire team was under heavy automatic weapons and small 

arms fi re from the ambush area.. The PBRs moved into firing position 

and fired 4,000 rounds of .50 caliber and 1,200 rounds of M-60 

fire into the enemy positions, ",,1.th the Anny he.licopters adjusting 

th., fhe. In addition, the Navy helic opter fire team from Vinh 

Long was diverted from a normal reconnaissance mission and helped 

saturate the target area o 

Operations in the Mekong River 

On 4 December, in Kien ?hong province, PBRs operating· as a 

blocking force for a combined U.S~ Special Forces and Vietnames~ 

Chil Irregular Defense Group (CIlX:) force 3earch and destroy 

operation, sighted a sampan moving out from the east bank of the 

Mekong River, six miles below the Cambodian bordero 

The sampan opened fire on the patrol hoats. The PBRs returned 

the fire, and killed one Viet Congo Then the enemy opened fire on 

the patrol from the banks, and the patrol suppressed the fire. 

Special Forces ".Jd elOO troops swept the beach area ar.d discovered 

four Viet Cong bodies, two carbines, two M-l rifles and a quantity 

of gr",ades and ammunition. 
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In addition to the five Viet Cong killed in the actio!:, the 

PBR patrol turned over nine suspeots to the Special ~\il'CeS at '?huong 

Thoi. One of the suspects, a woman, had been apprehended using a 

horn as a warning device just prior to the fire fight. 

In the Mekong en 9 December, a PBR patrol spotted a sampan in 

tha vicinity of the northern tip of Cu Lao Ta Island, 35 miles 

northwest of Sa Deo. The patrol illuminated the sampan and hailed 

it to r.ome alongside. The sampan's five occupants abandoned the 

craft and attempted to evade to the beach. Two were cap~.u:l"'ed in the 

water and two were killed on the beach by M-16 r~re. The fifth 

occupant, believed to be a woman, escaped. 

The two bodies were retrieved from the beach and taken to 

Long Xuyen "'lith the tl'iO prisoners and the sampan; the latter con­

tained personal items and one homemade 0]0 caliber rifle. Int.er­

rogation of the prisoners revealed they were bandits who had ter­

rorized the Kien Phong province area for several weeks. They were 

returned to the province to stand trial. 

On 11, 24 and 26 Decemb&r, Mekong river petrols received sniper 

fire from positions on the northern end of Cu Lao"Gien Island, 22 

miles northwest of Sa Dec. At the time, the patrols were attempting 

to apprehend evading sampans~ In each instance fire was not re­

turned to avoid civilian casualties in a populated and predaminant~ 

friendly area. 

On 19 December a PBR patrol on the upper Bassac sighted a 

sampan evading to the beach. Since there were IllBIlJ' large junks in 
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the area, the patrol did not fire on the sampan to avoid endnngering 

friendly Viet!'2IIle;e. Two national policemen attempted to apprehend 

the fleeing Viet Cong but were unsuccessful. 

At 2035 on L9 [ecffiOber, a patrol in the Mekong thirteen miles 

upstream from Sa Dec sighted a sampan in a channel bet.ween two small 

islands. The craft was hailed and brought alongside. Its single 

occupant had no ID careL 

"lI,·hile the man was being taken into custody, the patrol received 

about 30 rounds of small ann3 fire frc~, the beach; the fire was 

quickly suppressed by M-16 fire from the patrol. During the 

engagement, the sampan was sunk and its occupant killed. 

Support Qf Friendly Forces 

On 2 December PBRs provided irdirect azimuth fire support for 

an Ol\~ post under attack twenty miles upstream from Sa Dec. The fire 

)"'as requested by the District Chief of Than Binh District, Kien 

Phong province, .ho spotted for the PBRs. The boats delivered 1,200 

rounds of .50 caliber fire, which effectively broke up the attack, 

On the night of 9 December, at the request of the Lap· Vo s~b­

sector advisor, PBRs 84 and 118 came to the assistance of an outpost 

under attack ten miles northwest of sa Dec. 'fhe PBRs arrived at the 

outcoosl; on the south bank of the river at 2010 and employ~d M-79 

&~eDac",s, and dired M-16, M-60 and .50 caliber machine gI'Il fire. 

At 2025, PERs 80 and 81 arrived to assist in the direct fire on the 

wi thdrawing enemy. The Vietnamese observers reported the PBRs I 
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fire was very effective and the enemy dispersed at 2035 •. Neithor 

the boats nor the outpost personnel suffered casualties. Viet Cong 

casualties were undetermined. 

At 1000 on the 18th, the Vietnamese Army (ARVN) Ninth Division 

requested PER fire support for operations involviI~ the second and 

thirci companies of the 13th battalion in an area four miles north­

west of Sa Dec.. PBRs 84 and 118 were assigned" and continuous air 

coverage was provided by two armed helicopters and two forward air 

.controllers 0 

At 1115, the patrol boats arrived on station in a narrow channel, 

and maintained position with the ARVN units to provide r~F~.d reaction 

fire support. At 1430, the PERs delivAred 2400 raunGs of .50 caliber 

fire at the request o~ one of the FAC spotters. 

At 1525, PER. 54 and 65 arrived with a resupply of ammunition 

and a hospital corpsmand The corpsman treated one ARVN wounded and 

one wounded Vi~t Cong prisoner" The four boats remained in the area, 

and continued to supp~rt the operations ashore throughout the day. 

At 1935, aftel' cove.-ing the extraction of the friendly forces, 

the PBRs began the return trip t.o Sa Dec. At 1940, they ""re taken 

under fire by an estimated Viet Cong company with at least 20 auto­

matic weapons, two rocket launchers or recoilless rifles, snd 

mortars. Two PERs cleared to the east and two to the west, and took 

the enemy under fire with all available weapons at a range of 20-

30 yards. Several of the enemy were soen be~ng hit, and screams 

~ere heard from the bankp In addit~~n, a secondary explosion was 

observed in the area. 
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The forward gunner in PER 54 "'3." seriousJ,y wounded in tho chest, 

but continued to fire at the enemy until ordered by the boat captain 

to lea.e his post. Five others, including the element commander, 

sustained minor wounds in the engagement. 

S~nce Vietnamese A~ (ARVN) troops had canvassed the area less 

than 20 minutes before the ambush, the element cormnand31' ~or.luded 

that t.he 'v'iet Cong had been pursuing the Vi6tnamese trcops ~'.nd had 

taken '~he four PBRs under fire as a target of opportunity_ The 

quick reaction of the Navy units in delivering fire at point blank 

range and clearing the area helped avoid a heavy casualty tollo 

other Assist.ance 

At 1833 on 16 Docer.:ber a PBR patrol in the upper '1ekong "as 

hailed by a woman waving a "",hite cloth from a water taxi. One PBR 

went alongside and found two wounded C!DG tro(',ps, ,,;ho v,ere evacu­

ateu to Long Xuyen. At 1900 the same day, U.S. S(.ecial Forces at 

Thuong Thoi requested HEDEVAC for three Regional Forte trOD};' wounded 

in a Viet Cong attack on their outpost, three miles south of the 

Cambodian border. The three l\'ounded were taken to Long Xuyen for 

treatment .. 

On 2S December, PBRs evacuated !:)lle iJljured civilian from the 

town of Cho Moi to Long Xuyen for treatment. 

Mekong (My Tho) Operations 

Hostile Fire and Evasion Incidents 

On 11 Decer:lber, a bold s;;eep by a PER patrol officer and a 

security lapse by the Vi9t Cong resulted in the rout of a large 

16 CONFIDENTIAL 

• 



• 

-0 J~--------

C') 

§ 

~ 

16 Dec 
(1.-19 aeft) 

MEKONG (MY THO) OPEIU_TIONS 
December 1966 

12 Uec 
~,,,er _ 

JoIe'-<ong "'"" _ ~ 

SCALE: 

o l 

Nautical Hila 

• 
c­
<.: 
~--
t:I 

9 
~ 

yC! TilO ./ 
41'jJ.e~ -



CONFIDENTIAL 
f.. 

enemy force and a major GAME WJuWEN success. 

At 0740 PBRs 98 and 106, on r('utine patrol. ....,st of My T;,o, 

sighted a small sampan with two green-uniformed occupa~t~ heading 

out of a canal on the south bank of the river, near the western 

tip of 1':10i Son Island. "hen the PBRs turned toward the boat, it 

headed back into the canal. 

As the PBRs entered the canal in pursuit, they suddenly came 

upon a J.arge group of green-uniformed Viet Cong, elements of the 

263 l-lain Force Viet Gong Battalion, preparing tu embark into about 

40 sampans along the bank. The patrol immediately came under 

automatic weapons fire~ The PBRs ret~ned fire and continued 
"'-. 

up the channel, k:tlling six sampan occupants as the elements 

along the bank fled tC' the under'bru.sh in disorder. 

As the PERs withdrew; PBRs 103 and 110 arrived, as well as 

the Navy light helicopter fire team from JENNINGS COUNTY. 

With the fire team providing cover and support" PBR. 98 

and 106 re-entcred the narrow canal and came under small anms fire 

from a hut on the west bank. As the PBRs continued their approach, 

four Viet Cong ran from the hut and were killed b," PBR fire. The 

hut itsel~ was set on fire, and a It.rge secof?dary explosion de-

molished it, revealing an ammunition bunker. 

The patrol officer, Signalman First Class C.B. SMITH, USN, 

then ordered the PBR3 to withd~aw because of the ebbing tide; the 

helicopter fire team covered the withdrawal and made additional 

firing passes on the area. The helicopters hit the bunker with 

~cket fire, ~nich trie~ered another secondary exvlosion. 
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The PBRs were taken unier heavy fire during the w1thdraval, 

and the after gunner of PER 106 and a Vietnamese policeman in PBR 

98 were lmUllded slightly; both refused to leave their posts. Three 

Viet Cong who crossed ahead of the .... trol in an attempt to escape 

. vere token under fire and killed.. In addition,. two tree snipers, 

were killed. At 1230, a battalion-sized reaction force from the 

Vietnamese Amy Seventh Division was landed in the area; no further 

contact with the enemy developed. 

hesults of the engagement were as follows: 15 Viet Cong 

killed, 28 sampans sunk, three sampans captured, one bunker 

destroyed, one hut destroyed and three huts damaged. 

The next day, General WESTMORELAND sent the following message 

to Admiral WARD: 

PBIlS 98 AND 106 \'lIlliE RIGHT ON THE JOB ON 'IllE MORNING OF 
11 DECEMBER, RESULTING IN FINE VICTORY AGAINST THE ENEMY 
IN DINH TUONG. ATTACK BY PBIl5 AND I,IGHT FIRE TEAM DIS­
RUPTED LARGE VC FORCE AND WAS OUTSTANDING EXAMPIE OF 
SUCCESS OF GAME WARDEN. PLEASE P.~SS MY HEARTY CONGRATTJ­
LATIONS TO ALL CONCERNED. WESTMORELAND SENDS. 

On l2 December, nine to ten miles west of My Tho, PBRs 96 

and 105 were harassed by sniper fire on three separate OCCAsions. 

Three Viet Cong were killed and PBR 96 sustained tw, superficial 

hits in tile bow. At 1840 that evening, in the same general area, 

a .30 caliber Viet Cong machine gun fired at a patrol from behind 

the shield of a 15 junk convoy proceeding upstream. The .... trol 

officer held fire and numerous Viet Cong posit:0ns on the north 

tank were disclosed as the innocent con·,oy cleared to the west. 
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PBRs 96 and 105 then neutrolized the enemy positions with ,50 and 

.30. caliber machine gun fire • 

On 16 December, an L-19 spott"r aircraft on a routine recon­

naissance mission sighted a sampan in a canal disembarking five 

green-uniformed men in a Viet Gong dominated area, ten miles west 

of My Tho. The L-19 made several rocket firing runs, and initiated 

a small secondary explosion in th'e sampan. Later, about abalf-mile 

to the west, a second sampan was sighted. The L-19 fired a smoke 

rocket across the sampan's bow, and the occupants jumped overboard 

and escaped to the underbrush. The sampan was taken in tow by a 

PBR patrol in the area and delivered to My Tho. 

At 2100 on 19 December, a Viet Gong attempt to sabotage the 

PBR pl.er at My Tho with a watermine failed when the mine exploded 

prematurely about 75 yards from the pier. The explosion shook PBRs 

and RAG boats at their moorings, but caused no structural damage. 

In another attempt, on 30 December, a U.S. Navy sentry was wounded 

wh~n he attempted to fend off a mass of vegetation from the PBR 

pier. The Viet Gong had booby-trapped the vegetation with a grenade, 

and the seaman suffered facial injuries from fragments. 

At 2000 on 19 December, a PBR patrol at the mouth of the My Tho 

River sighted an unlighted sampan moving from south to north, 

apparently heading for a village on 10i Quan Island. The lead boat, 

PBR 124, made a high speed run on the sampan, and was taken under 

small arms and automatic weapons fire from the boat at a range of 

about 50 yards. The cover boat, PER 121, was also taken under fire 
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from the sampan, am from autCllJatic weapons and small arms positions 

on the island. 

As PBR 124 comple'oed the first firing run, PBR 121 directed 

fire at the sampan and the positions on the bank. The fire from 

ashore stopped, but the sampan continved to fire, and the PBR. 

commenced firing runs. Each PBR made f(l".u- runs on the sampan before 

it ceased fire. 

The S'unpan was illuminated, and a total of five swimners were 

seen in the water. Cd"nctl5sion grenades were used to capture three 

of the swimmers, while two surrendered voluntari~. One of the 

latter surrendered by holding up his rifle and shouting IIChieu Hoi. III 

As PER 124 closed the sampan, two Viet Gong still hidden in 

the boat threw gr&nades. The PBR cleared and took the boat under 

fire, killing both its occupants. Two Chinese Communist rifles, 

one grenade, five rounds of 7.62 ammunition, and a quantity of 

documents were recovered from the 25-foot sampan before it sank. 

At 1755 on 27 December, PBRs 98 and 106 received approximately 

600 rounds of automatic weapons fire from the south bank of the 

river, five miles west of My Tho. The patrol returned the fiTe and 

was joined by PERs 105 and 107. 

The four fBRs saturated the area with 5,500 rounds of .5(' 

caliber machine gun fire, as well as H-79 grenades and M-60 and 

1 rrOpc ..... Arms II - The Vietnamese government program intended to 
- induce Vit. t Cong to return to goverrunent jurisdiction. Among 

other inducements, it offers a bounty for weapons turned in. 
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M-16 fire. In addition, '>Vietnamese Army. Seventh Di1(ision artlllel7 

placed 18 rounds of 105mm howitzer fire into the area, destl"07ing. 

three huts and initiating a 75-foot high secondar,r explosion. 

The engineer of PER 98 was wounded in the right I11'IIl from 

sniper fire; PBRs 98 and 107 each sustained three superficial hits 

in the hull. 

That evening, four engagements occurred involving PBRs 105 and 

107. In one incident, near the eastern tip of Bon Thon Island, 

PBR 105 took three hits forward, ore of which destroyed her search-

light. There were no personnel casualties • 

. Th~ four incidents occurred along the stretch of the Mekong 

River between Thoi S0n Island on the east and Ngu Hiep Island on 

the west, the scene 9f numerous ambushes, harassments, and crossing 

attempts in the past. The narrow cansl behind Bon Thon Island was 

the staging area for the crossing attempt broken up by GAME WARDEN 

forces on 11 December. 

On the evening of 28 December, the first major fire fight in 

the Ham Luong River since random patrola were initiatp.d in October 

resulted in nine Viet Cong killed and a quantity of enemy material 

captured. The action occurred when a PBR patrol interdicted a 

crossing attempt nine miles downstream from the junction of the 

Ham Luong and Mekong rivers. 

At 1937, PBRs 101 and 107 sighted a 16-foot sampan crossing 

to the north. The sampan was hailed, hut ignored the call. The 

sampan was illuminated, revealing nine occuppnts. When PBR 101 
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closed to 50 yards, tha men in the sampan opened fire with 'imall ' 

anns. 

PBR 102 raked the sampan with .50 caliber fire, killing all 

nin,{ of the enemy. PBR 101 took the sampan in tow as the cover 

boat, PBR 107, cloeed. 

At this time, seven Viet Cong automatic weapons positions on 

the south bank opened up on the patrol; PBR 107,suppressed the fire 

after a heavy exchange. The PBR patrol then proceeded downstream 

to the town of Ben Tre to deliver the sampan and its contents to 

th'e Ki~n Boa sector chief. Again heavy fire broke out fran the 

south bank, and the PBRs had to fight their way through the kill 

zone to reach Ben Tre. 

Of the four Viet Cong dead in the sampan, two ""re dressed in 

grey uniforms, one in green, and one in black pajamas. All appeared 

to be in their late 'teens. Material captured in the action 

included: seven Chinese C'Jrnmunist MOBain Nagant rifles, one Russian 

7.6= rifle, one U.S. M-l carbine, 100 rounds of carbine BlIIIIlUnition, 

147 round. of 7.62 ammunition, four hand grenades, two grey uniforms, 

three bandoliers, three ponchos, a field pack, and numerous personal 

documents. 

On 29 December, the Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer (NILO) 

at MY Tho received information that a ten-man Viet Cong unit was 

operating from a nuoe mam factory in Phu Phong village, near the 

western tip of Ngu Hiep Island. The report gave the ~es of the 

nine men and one woman in the unit, and indicated- its leader was 
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a Vietn8ll\ese Army deserter named Nguyen Van Hai. 

At 1000 on 29 D .. cember, PBRs 98 and 107 received sniper fire 

from a sampan which had beached on tho north bank, one-half mile 

east of Phu Phong villege. The sampan's lone occu.fBnt was wounded, 

and another man came to his assistance •. The wounded man esc~pe1, 

but the secom man surrendered umer fire. He was taken to My Tho 

where, under interro,;ation, he admitted he was Hal, the guerrilla 

unit leader. 

Helicopter Operations 

Helicopter fire teams of HC-l Detachment 25, operating from 

USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST-846), came to the assistance of friendly 

forces twice on 1 December. In the first incident, a rapid reaction 

helicopter strike was launch6d at the request of a forward air 

controller who had sighted 20 sam.fBns in a canal, 20 miles west­

southwest of Can Tho. In the action that. ensued, t!le helicopters 

killed four VJ.et Cong, destroyed two structures am two sampens, 

and Qa.'l\aged three stn,dures and eight sampans. 

At 2000, Detachment 25 helicopters reacted to an emergency 

call from Sa Cang sub-sector where an outpost, eight miles north~ast 

of Can Tho, was in danger of being overrun by the Viet Congo The 

light fire team delivered strikes in support of the outpost, receiving 

moderate automatic weapons fire from the ground. The helicopters 

returned to JENNINGS COUNTY, reanned and refueled in 12 minutes and 

returned to the outpost. During the second sortie, the enemy 

attack was broken • 
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On 7 December, at the request of the Tra On sub-sector 

advisor, Detachment 25 helicopte·rs conducted two rapid reaction 

strikes in support of Regional Force troops in contact with the 

enemy on Cu Lao May Island. The helicopters killed three Viet Cong 

and wounded one, and destroyed one structure and damaged ten others. 

o~ several occasions during the month, Detachment 25 helicop-

ters were u£ed in perimeter defense at VinlJ long a:irfield. On a 

typical missIon on 14 December, the Navy light fire team killed or 

wounded four Vie~ Cong in response to a call from a forward air 

controller who had spotted the Viet. Cong apparently marshalling for 

an attack oa the airfield. Navy fire teams killed a total of 42 

Viet Cong and wounded eight while engaged in perimeter defense mis-

sions at Vinh Long. 

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE PATROL GROUP 

Hostile Fire, Evasions and Interdictions 

Enemy activity in the Rung Sat S~cial Zone (R5SZ) increased 

sharply during the month. 

At 1430 on 2 December, a Vietnamese Regional Force outposf 

six and one-half miles southeast of Nha Be received 75mm recoilless 

rifle fire from the east bank of the Long Tau River. Nearby in 

the channel, the Saigon-bound French merchantman SINOR, laden with 

explosives, received similar fire. The SINDH's after 8uperstructu~ 

sl~stained considerable damage and two crewmembers were injured. 

Moments later, the Long Tau light helicopter fire team, based 

at Nha Be, arrived on the scene and launched a strike near the 
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mouth of Rach Muoi creek. 

At 1530 the Regional Force outpost (Company 999) dispatched 

a patrol to search the strike area. The patrol discovered one 

dead Viet Cong, a belt of 7.92mm ammunition, two expended 75mm 

cases and traces of blood. At 1545 the patrol made brief ccntact 

with the enemy, then withdrew as U.S. helicopters and a Vietnamese 

Air Force .fixed wing aircraft conducted additional strikes. Final 

results were undeter.mined. 

At 2300 on 3 December. a PER patrol came to the assistance of 

a Regional Force Company (601/783) outpost on the Long Tau. As the 

patrol approached the post, the PBRs carne under heav;.r fire. The , 
PBRs returned the fire, cleared the area, ani called in artillery 

fire from the First Battalion, Seventh Artillery at Ly Nbon. 

The PBRs spotted ror the artillery fire until an L-19 aircraft 

arrived in the area to assist; a total of 129 artillery rounds were 

d~,livered. Also, an AC-47 conducted several strikes in the area. 

The enemy attack was successfully thwarted with no friend~ cas-

uuIties. Viet Cong caSualties were undetermin~d. 

Most of the month's activity occur:ced in the Soirap River and 

its environs. 

At 0950 on 6 December, a Solrap PBR patrol came to the assis-

tance of fishermen ",ho were being harassed by sniper fire from the 

east bank of the river, seven miles south of Nha Be. The PBRs, 

as.isted by the Army's R3SZ light helicopter fire team, suppressed 

the enemy fire. 
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On 7 December a PBR patrol was taken under heaoy automatic 

weapons fire from three positions on the ~~st bauk of the Soirap, 

11 miles downstream from Nha Be. The PBRs returned the fire, then 

cleared the area and spotted while the First Battalion, Seventh 

Artillery fired 46 rounds of high ~"plo8i-,,, aM white phosphorus 

charges into the area. The three enemy positions 'Were neutra,lizedo 

About 1940 on 20 December, a Soirap PBR patrol sighted a 

sampa.n moving from east to west near the n:.outh of the Yam Sat 

River.. The sampan ignored wA!"Iling shots and turne_d toward the 

bank.. About 300 yards fro!::l shore, the S8Dlpan's two occupants 

deliberately capsized their boat and att,mpted to flee. The patrol 

opened fire. One Viet Cong was hit in the t·l;lroat by 8lIlall arms 

fire, and died in a PBR enroute to Nha Be. The other man apparently 

escaped. The sampan and a handbag containing personal items and 

a hand grena~e were captured. 

At 2200 on 24 December, a PBR patrol noted two radar contact.s 

lying close to the west bank of the Soirap, seven.miles south of 

Nha Be. As the PBns closed, they 'WI're take·l \.'flder Qutomatic 

weapons fire from five well-prepared positions along both bauks 

of the river, and from a machine gun in the bow of one of the 

sampans. The patrol returned the fire, then cleared the area. 

An AC-47, aircraft and Army and Navy helicopter fire teams we,'8 

directed to the scene and 4.2-inch mortar fire was requested from 

Quang Xuyen sub-sector battery • 

The PER patrol leader spotted for the AC-47 and the mortar 
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fire. At. 2245 all fire ceased. Two Viet. Cong were killed in t.he 

act.ion, and one of t.he sampans was dest.royed. One PBR crewmember 

, 
was injured slight.ly. 

On 30 December, a PBR patrol sl.ghted a sampan with at least six 

persons aboard heading out of the mouth of the Vam Sat River and 

along the east bank of the Scirap, ten miles south of Nha Be. At 

1920 the lead !:oat, PER 73, closed to within 50 yards arid,was 

taken under fire from a ma.~hine ~ mounted in the bot; of the sampan 

ad small anns fire from both banks. 

Enemy fire severed the steerin.g cable of PBR 73 and wounded t.wo 

of her o~ew .lightly. Despite loss of steering control, PBR 73 con-

tinued the engagement and scored a direct hit on the sampan with an 

H79 grenade; PBRs 73 and 26 then raked aEd :"ank the sampan with .50 

caliber fire, while PERs 21 ar.d 94 ouppressed the fire from the beach. 

Eventually PBR 73 secured her engine3 and was towed to Nha Be. 

PERs 17 and 25 ar1'1 ved in the area and took the two wounded 

from PBR 73 to Nha' Be. At 1913, the Navy helicopter fire team 

arrived on the scene; minutes later an AC-47 joined the helicopters 

in conducting reconnai~~ance Qy fire along the banks. Fire was 

not returned. Enemy losses were two killed and at least fou!' more 

probably killed; oaptured were one U.S. M-l carbine, one 40mm 

grenade, a stretcher, ar.d documents. Vietnhrrase fishermen who 

were in the vicinity of the engagement subsequently reported to 

PBR patrols that the sampan had cQntained eight Viet Cong, all 

of wham, had been killed in the action. 
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SEAL Operations 

At 0645 on 3 December, a SEAL fire team conducted a reconnais­

sance mission in the mangrove swamp 11 miles south-southeast of 

Nha Be. The team discovered a Viet Cong base camp, and captured 

one 57mm recoilless rifle with eight rounds of ammunition, one 

7.92mm machine gill1 and 2,000 rounds of anununition, two carbines, 

and a .45 caliber submachine gun ("grease gun") and 3,500 rounds 

of ammunition. The team spotted one Viet Cong .• whose carbine 

was shot from his hands as the SEALs withdrew. 

On 13 December, a SEAL team discovered a Viet Cong emplacement 

in the southern part of the Rung Sat. The SEALs found 18 trenches, 

six bunkers, ten grenade booby traps, eight rows of punji stakes, 

six punji traps, a sampan, ten batteries, four huts and miscellaneous 

cooking equipnent. The team sank the sampan and destroied other 

equipment prior to withdrawal. 

On 21 December, four SEAL fire teams conducted recon."'18.isaance 

and ambush missions in support of Operati~n CHARLESTON, a search 

and destroy o!><,ration COllL!ucted by the Second Battalion, 18th 

Infantry.. 'The SEALs found a Viet Cong base camp about 12 miles 

fromBha Be. The camp contained 10 bunkers, 20 grenades and mis­

cellaneous tools; all ite~s were destroyed. 

The SEAL teams used UH-ill "Slicks" (a term used to differen­

tiate the transport version of the UH-1 from the "gunship") for 

insertion and extraction. The helicopters were used in areas 
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inaccessible to boats, and provided the SEALe l(.l+:, greater mobilitT 

8S lee 11 as :aore versatile fire SUPPOi""'t.· 

other RSSZ Incidents and Event.s 

At 2320 on 2 Decemoor, .. PER in the Soi;,ap River was mistakenl3' 

fired upon by an Army helicopter fire team. '~he incident OCCUITflJ 

12 miles southeast of Nha 3a and was occasioned by a navigational 

error weich led the fire team to believe the darkened PER was an 

en~ craft transiting a fr~e fire zone. There were no personnel 

casualties; the PER received five scperficial hits. 

On 3 December, a RS3Z helicopter suffered engine failure and 

crashed during landing near the village of Ly Nhon. Security 

forces [rooc the Second Battalion, 18th Infantry were placed around 

the wreck, Wolich ""s l!>ter removed by an Amy HC-47 helicopter to 

Vung Tau. There were no personnel ca~ualties. 

On 22 December, tne province chief of Go Cong province agreed to 

permit random PBR patrols in the Vam Co River. The patrols will begin 

in January following psychological orientation to acquaint. the river's 

inhabitants with the nat'"re and purpose of th~ PER operations. 

On 27 December, tha Rung Sat Special Zone helicopter fire team 

~as shifted from Nha Be to Cat La because of maintenance difficulties 

created by the sand surface of the helicopter pad at Nha Be. In 

recent months, three premature engine chang"s and one engine failure 

were attributed to compression blade erosion caused by sand 

ingestion. 

* * * * * 
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE 

Despite the Christmas holida;r truce period and contiJme4 heav 

weather caused b,- the Northeast MOlUloon, MARKB'l' TIME actirltie. 

shoved a gradual ir.creas('! during Deceaber. Coutal. SllrveU1U1Ce 

forces detected 46,336 crou't, 16,782 ot which vere inspected aDd 

12,302 were boarded. 

The arrival of pey 101 and two LCPLa brought in-country .. s.~ 

t<> programmed levels. SEA SHAliP (Southeast Asia Sud.-Pe:rwanent 

P.arbor Protection) units continued to reliev~ the mobile units. 

MARKET TIKI!: aircraft were damaged during the attack on Tan 

Son Nhut on 4 December. No personnel casualties vare sustainedJ 

however, one aircraft took a direct mortar hit. OperatioDII vere 

affected only to the extent that one patrol flight vas missed 

because of the attack on the airtield. 

MARKET TIME: llni ts rendered assistance to Chinese COJmUIlist 

fishermen on tvo occasions during the IIOnth. On 4 DeceJOber a 

Chinese junk carrying 43 persoDII vas towed to Nba Trang b,- PCP' 54. 

The junk had been swept trom her normal fishing grounds b,- a 

atorm and vas in need ot assistance. On 6 Dec ... ber, USCGC" POIJIT 

ELLIS discovered two Chinese COJmUIlist f1sher.en adrift in their 

small junk. All the Chinese t1shel'llMlll vare residents ot Ha1Mn 

Island and arrangements vere made through diplOllatic channels to 

return them to their homes. , 
On 23 December, MARKET TIM! air and Ilea units turDlld baclc a 

suspicious, steel-hulled trawler which vas identitied as be1l'i 
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COASTAL . SllRnUT.AIICB l'aiCE OPmUTloNs 

IJ1lCBMBER 1966 

First Coastal Zone - Area 1/2 
Second Coastal Zone - Area 3/4/5 
Third Coastal Zone - Area 6/7 
Fourth Coastal Zone - Area 6/9 

- 15 Dec 

~JN(J TAU 

Area 6 

24 - 11 Dec 

, 

34 

NHA TIWIG 

CAM RANI! BAY 

Area 5 

SCAlE: 

o ____ ~so 
Nautical Kilee 
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a1m1l.ar to the in1'il tration trurlerll of 10 _'and 20 J~e. ' . ~ . 

The Christmas tn;.ce period, nmning froa 010024 DeceMber to 

0100 26 December, vas observed bw MARKET TIME forcell in that no 

persons were detained and no gunfire support millsions'veri conducted 

during that time. Enemy activity in MARKET TID areais appeared to 

be significantly less during the truce period. 

CHINESE CmoorNIST FISHEIiMEN INCIDENTS 

At 1815 on 4 December, PCF 54 detected a heavily-damaged 

fishing junk ten miles northeast of Nba Trang. The 8o-root craft 

vas carrying 36 men (and seven chil1ren) who were later identified 

as Chinese fishermen from Tanh 3ien, Hainan Island, CODmnist ChiJIa. 

The junk's cargo consisted of fish and fishing equiplll8nt. No 

contraband was found. Interrogation revealed that the junk had been 

d~ged in a storm and had drifted southeast to the position where 

it was found bw PCF 54. 

At 2000 on 8 December, USCGC POINT ELLIS discovered a ~ 

non-motorized junk 28 miles northwest of DaNang. The two' fishermen 

aboard the junk were determined to be residents of Tanh Sien, 3ainan 

Island, Communist China. A stom had set the men adrift and sepa­

rated them from their mother ship in the fishing grounde near Hainan 

Island. They stated th~t they had been drifting for eight days. 

The two vere taken to Nha Trang to join the group of Communist 

fishermen assisted earlier bw PCF 54. 

Arrangements were made through diplomatic channels for the 

return of both junks and all occupants. 
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TRAWLER SIGHTING INCIDENT 

At 1145 on 23 December, & MARKET TIME aircraft from Patrol 

Squadron 16 sighted a heavily-laden, steel-hulled trawler maneu­

vering on various courses at 10 knots 80 miles northeast of Qui 

Nhon, At 1409, a second vp-16 aircraft held the trawler 70 

miles northeast of Qui Nhon, at this time proceedi.ng on a 

heading of 0600 at 10 knot", By 1150 of the following day, the 

trawle~ was 225 miles north(~ast of Qui Nhon, maintaining course 

and speed. 

Covert air surveillance "as cont.inued until 1214 on 25 

D,ecember when USS HISSEM (DER-400) relieved the aircraft and 

tracked the trawler until it entered the Hainan Straits. 

Photographic analysis indicated that the trawler had the 

same type hull as that of the tra.,;ler captured in June 1966, 

The latest incident was evaluated as an attempt to infiltrat" 

cargo into Binh Dinh province. 

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE AT TAN SON NHUT 

At 0115 on 4 December, the Viet Cong attacked Tan Son Nhut 

Airbase with mortar and small arms fire, I'JJ!KE'f TIME personnel 

sustained no casualties; however, four of the five parked aircraft 

were damaged, One P2A Neptune of Patrol Squadron 17, Detachment A, 

received a direct mortar hit and sustained major damage. One 

recei,ved moderate damage and two others received minor damage while 

the fifth was unscathed, 

Only one MARKET TIME flight was missed because of the attack 
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as regular coverage was resumed at 1200. III damaged aircraft 

were back in operation within 48 hours with the exception of the 

heavily-damaged Neptune which returned to service within two weeks, 

OPERATIONS 

Hostile Fire and Evasion Incidents 

l~elve hostile fire and evasion incidents occureci during 

December with no friendly personnel casualties while one Viet Cong 

suspect was killed and another was captured. The incidents are 

presented in chronological order. Distances are measured from the 

nearest Coastal Surveillance Center. 

7 _ At 2~15 USGGC POINT BANKS sighted two evading sampans off the 

coast of Ca Mau Peninsula, 105 miles southeast of An Thoi. 

After the sampans ignored signal liares and war.ling shots the;r 

were taken under fire. One sampan was damaged while the other 

successfully evaded. The 'liPB received hostile fire from the 

beach in the vicinity of the damaged sampan. POINT BANKS' 

return fire produced three secondary explosioD8. 

8 _ At 1016 USGGC POINT ORIENT sighted an evading junk 85 miles 

northwest of DaNang near Pho Hoi village. The junk'S six 

occupants ignored warning shots and beached their craft. A 

3rd Marine Dl.vision reaction force was called in. When the 

Viet Gong suspects saw the Marine force they atteEpted to 

lie<>. One ~uspect was killed and one other was captured. 

10 _ At 1459 peF 63 destroyed an abandoned basket boat 45 miles 

east of Qui Nhon after the boat had evaded and its occupants 

had lied. 
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11 _ At lOSS POINT BAliKS sighted a sampan making for an island 40 

miles off the tip of Ca !!au Peninsula. When POINT BANIS 

signalled and fired warning shots, the sampan attampted to 

evade. Two occupants abandoned the boat while the third tried 

to move it to the bank. The sampan was taken under fire and 

demsged. 

_ At 1400 peF '15 detected an evading junk while inspecting a 

group of fishing junks 80 miles north of Qui Nhon :l9ar An Dinh 

village. The occupants of the junk ignored warning shots, . 

beached the junk and fled.' Later, the abandoned junk was 

destroyed by JIlOrtar fire. 

13 _ At 1745 USCGC POINT MAST sighted a sampan evading into a canal 

on the coast of An Xuyen province 80 miles southeast of An 

Thoi. An L-19 reconnaissance aircraft provided fire con'urol 

assistance for the WPB. The aircraft received small anr.s fire 

from the area as three structures were demsged by POINT MAST IS 

mortar fire. 

15 - At . '.55 USCGC POINT r.:ACE received recoilless rifle and small 

arms fire from a position at the mouth of the Bo De River on 

the Ca Mau Peninsula, 170 miles southwest of Vung Tau. Several 

rounds, including three 57mm recoilless rifle rounds, struck 

POINT GRACE causing considerable damage to the hull and super-

structure. DespJi:" the demsge, the cutter remained in an 

operational status 8.l'd suppressed the enemy fire. Later, 

BLANCO COUNTY (IET 344) assisted POINT GRACE with tamporary 
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repairs. USCGC POINT GAMMON then escorted the damaged cutter 

to Cat Lo for.repairs. 

18 _ At 1530 a reconnaissance aircraft received ground fire from 

an area on the coast of Cay Duong Bay, 58 miles east of An 

Thoi. peF 91 provided return fire of 21 rounds of 8lmm 

mortar. One camouflaged junk was destroyed. 

19 _ At 1845 PCF 90 sighted an evading sampan near the mouth of the 

Bay Hap stream on the Ca M9U Peninsula, 105 miles southeast of 

An Thoi. When a warning shot was fired the occupants of the 

sampan jumped overboard. PCF 90 received hostile fire from 

the beach and cleared the area. 

20 _ At 0105 PCF 20 destroyed two evading sampans 70 miles north of 

Qui Nhon after they had ignored illumination, signals and 

warning shots. Enemy personnel casualties were unknown. 

21 _ At 0135 USCGC POINT CAUTION illuminated and hailed a junk 

moving along the surfline near Tam Giang lagoon, 55 miles 

northwest of DsNang. The junk evaded to the beach and was 

abandoned. POINT CAUTION destroyed the junk with mortar fire, 

Search and Rescue 

In addition to assisting the Chinese Communist fishermen, 

MAiL~ET TIME units conducted five other search and rescue operations. 

At 0915 on 2 December, PCF 25 rescudd ten persons and recovered 

one body after a junk had sunk 60 miles northeast of Vung Tau. Of 

the 22 persons who had been on board, 18 were rescued, one body was 

recovered and three were missing and presumed drowned. The survivors 
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vere taken to the Coastal. Group 31 base. A Vietnaaese PGM assisted 

PCF 25 in the search and rescue. The operation was terminated at 1700. 

At 1210 on 3 December, USS VIREO (MSC-205) attempted to assist 

a disabled junk 60 miles southeast of An Thoi off the Ca Mau Penin­

sula. VIRE<)'s eff"rts to tow the junk to safety failed. Five of 

the junk's six passengers were rescued when the junk sank. A search 

for the missir'6 passedger produced negative results. 

At 1245 on 6 December, USS FORCE (MSo-445) was designated on­

Bcene commander in a search and rescue mission initiated in an area 

from 25 to 45 miles southeast of Nba Trang in an effort to locate 

a missing U.S. Air Force F-4c aircraft. The operation was terminated 

at 2000 on 7 December with negative results. 

At 1405 on 8 December, USS BLANCO COUNTY (rsT-344) reported the 

crash of a U.S. Air Force B-57 140 miles southwest of Vung Tau. Local 

MARKET TIME units began immediate search and rescue operat:"ollB. PCF 

67 recovered both the pilot and the co-pilot in good condition. The 

rescued crewmen were transferred to BLANCO COUNTY for a subsequent 

helicopter lift. 

At 1045 on 29 December, USCGC POnlT LEAGUE discovered a burning 

junk 30 miles west of Vung Tau. The cu.tter rescued eight persons 

from the water and extinguished the blaze. 

Other Incidents 

At 0345 on 6 December, PCF 6 detained a sampan 45 miles east of 

An Thoi near Cai Ban Cape. Investigation reveal ed that the sampan 

was car:J:)Ji.l:lg 500 pounds of rice and that Us lone occupant was a 

40 CONFIDENTIAL 
• 



• 

CONFIIlEIiTIAL 

hard core Viet Congo The samp~' had been stol9n to be used for 

transportin~ rice. 

At 0600 on 11 December, PCF 24 rs."1 agrolind SS miles southwest 

of V'mg Tau in the mouth of the Co Chien River. Protection and 

assistance were requested and received from Coastal Group 3S units, 

PBRs and a helicopter fire team from Vinh Long. USCGC POINO SLOCUM 

also arrived to asaist. At 1200 PCF 24 was freed and was towed 

into the channel by Coastal Group 35 junks. 

At 1215 on 12 December, PCF 98 supported Coastal Group 32 and 

33 units during an amphibious landing IS miles west of Vung Tau. 

Small arma fire was received as the SWIFT conducted a sweep of the 

area. Six bunker posi.tions were located and one Viet Cong suspect 

was detained. -rhe sUbi'ect did not have identification papers and 

was carrying 55,000 $VN ($465). He had no explanlltion for posse~iliIlg 

so large a sum of money and was taken into custody by Coastal. Gr.oup 

33 personnel. 

At 1930 on IS December, PCF 97 detained a sampan carrying one 

Viet Congo The ~urn indicated a desire to become a Hoi Chanh (returnee) 

under the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) program and was taken to the Coastal 

Group 32 base for interrogation and processing. 

At 1948 on 2h Decemher, a Patrol Squadron 16 aircraft repprted 

that-. steel-hulled craft vas beached 10 miles northeast of DaNang. 

USCGC POINT LOMAS and POINT ELLIS proceeded to the location and 

identified the craft as the Philippine tug, TIBURON. The tug, under 

contract to Naval Support Activity, DaNang, could not be pulled 
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f'ree by the WPBs and major salvage operations were initiated on 25 

December. 

A t.hree-phase GOHRAL operation was begun .:>n the morning of 26 

December off the coast of Phuoc Tuy province in an attempt to 

curtaili1iet Gong use of innocent fishing neets as a cover for 

supply movements. Two PCFs, one ISIL and Coastal Group 31 junks 

participated. During the first phase (0700-1146), 56 junks were 

detected; 47 of these .ere boarded and seven were inspected. 

Nothing suspicious was observed. Phase II, which was a blocking 

operation, was terminated with negative results at 0700 on 29 

December. Phase III was cancelled because of incleroent weather. 

Durlng periods when the SO-foot SWIFT boats w~re restricted to 

harbor areR~ because of heavy weather J Operation RED DOG, a search 

of all craft in a relatively sheitered area, was scheduled. On' 27 

December a RED DOG was conducted on the Thi Vai Hi ver IS miles .' 

northwest of Vung Tau. Three·PCFs searched 16 jUI4~S with nothing 

3uspicious being detected. 

During the week of 19 December the first six EX-IS Ordnance 

Locators (metal detectors) were distributed to MARKET TIME units. 

The EX-IS is an experimental, light-weight searching device designed 

to aid in ~nspecting junks for contraband.. The portable unit, 

equipped with earphones and a 36-inch probe with a sensor tip, will 

emi t electronic signals when metals are present. The probe can be 

thrust into a hold of fish and i~e or into rice or other loose 

cargo, thereby eaving r,lUch time and effort in searching wooden junks. 
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The Air Deployment Delivery System (AJJr6) was Qpanded to 

include service to MARKET TIME "raft in southern areas 6 through 

9. This system parmi ts aircraft, flying out of Tan Son Nhut, to 

rush high priority items to ships in MARKET TIME waters. Small 

engine part~, radar or weapons parts and other IIJIIal.l items can be 

parachuted to the units on station. 

HARBOR DEFENSE (STABLE DOOR) 

With the arrival of 16 skimmer crew personnel on 1 December 

STABLE DOOR forces in Vietnam reached a total of 496 Mn. The new 

arrivals were divided between C"", Ranh Bay and Qui Nhon. The 

Inshore Undersea Warfare Group 1, (IUWG-l), WESTPAC Detachment, 

was moved from Saigon to Cam Ranh Bay on 5 December. 

Cam Ranh By 

Mobile Inshore Undersea Warfare Sun'eillance Unit 11 (MIUWS-ll) 

was relieved at Cam Ranh Bay by Inshore Undorsea Warfare Unit 2 

(IUW-2) on 9 December. Cam Ranh Bay received t".., additional LCPLs 

to increase the patrol boat strength to six. Construction was 

st.arted on two quonset huts for a galley' and mess hall and a 

potable 'water system was installed at the Cam Ranh Bay harbor 

defense base. 

Nha Trang 

At Nha Trang MIUWS-22 continued operations during the month. 

On 1 December heavy weather caused the LCPL pontoon pier to Sink. 

On 5 Dec"",ber, two men were detained for pilfering a barge 

at anchor in the harbor. The following evening a sailor on duty 
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aboard the same buge prevented another attempt to pilfer goode. 

The sentry tired warning shots toward the pe~'Jn9 attempting to 

board. While fleeing to the beach, one suspect was wounded and 

subsequently died. 

During the month three junks and 40 persons were detained for 

not having proper identification papers or for acting in a suspicious 

marmer. 

Qui Nhon 

IUW-3 personnel detained nine junks and 60 persons during 

December. Again the reasons for detention were improper identi-

fication or suspicious actions. 

Vung Tau 

MIUWS-13 personnel detained si~ persons for having improper 

identification during the month, 

On the evening of 10 December, GRAYLING, an ~ contract 

tugboat, collided with LCPL-35. The LCPL was on roatine patrol in 

the harbor when the tug struck the boat's starboard quarter. There 

were no personnel casualties and only minor damage was inflicted 

on the heat. 

Construction was started on four barracks and plans were drawn 

for the erection of a quonset hut for administrative and recreation 

spaces. 

STABLE DOOR Statistics 

Personnel (Officers/Enlisted), 
Cam Ranh Bay 6/118 
Nha Tra.;g 6/101 
Qui Nhon 7/120 

Vung Tau 
IUW Det 

Total 

6/136 
2/4 

27/469 
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S?ABLE DOOR Activity: 

Boats '-ssigned: 16 
Detained: 12 JunkS and 106 Suspecta 
Junks Detected: 26,204-
,junks Inspected: .~ 
Junks Boarded: ~ 

Average number of ships in port per day: 

Cam RaM Bay 35 
Vung Tau 55 
Nha Trang 13 
Qui Nhon 38 

Total Average per <Lv: :UIl 

MARKET TillE UNIT CHANGES 

PCF 101 arrived in country to replace PCF 77 which capsized 

and sank in November. The replacement brought the total of PCFs 

in-country to the programmed level of 84. Two additional Landing 

Craft Peruonnel Large (LCPL) arrived during December bringing the 

total number of theRe craft to the programmed level of 16. 

A Th&1.1and ship, PGM-12, joined MARKET TIME forces as a 

barrier patrol ship. After fill2l outfitting and briefings in 

Saigon, PGM-12 connnenced patrol operations on 23 December. 

oSS CURRITUCK (AV-7) disestablished the .eadrome at Cam ~~ 

Bay on 18 December. Other MARKET TIME air patrols wers flown by 

PJA aircraft from Sangley Point and SP-2A aircraft operating c,.lt 

of Tan Son Nhut. 

The following Seventh Fleet ships operated ~ MARKET TIME 

units during the indicated inclusive dates. 

DER 397 
DER 322 
DER 251 

USB WILHOITE 
USS NEWELL 
USS CAMP 

45 

!lA'ml 
"'(Pl) (15-30) 
(7-31) 
(9-29) . 
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DER 400 
DER 328 
DER 32, 
DER 324 
DER 327 
MSC 199 
MSC 20, 
MSC 208 
MSC 207 
MSO ,10 
MSO 427 
MSC 290 
MSO 436 
MSC 463 
1'.30 464 
HIlO 4lJ4 
MBO !·.34 
MSO 445 
K'l0 446 
MSO 467 
LST 344 

USS RISSEII 
OilS FINCH 
USS LOI!E 
USS FALGOUT 
USS BRISTER 
USS PIlEOBE 
USS VIREO 
USS WIOOEON 
USS '.iHIPPOORWILL 
USS ADVANCE 
USS CONSTANT 
USS GANNETT 
USS EtIERL'Y 
USS PIVOT 
USS PLUCK 
USS FIRM 
USA EMBATTLE 
USS FORCE 
USS PRIME 
USS REAPE.~ 
USS BLANCO COUNTY 

* * * * * 

OATIS 
\If=3I) 
(1-6)(22-31) 
(1-1)(31) 
(1-14)()1) 
~J -21)(30-)1) 
(1-11) 
(1-)1) 
(23-)1) 
(1-11) 
(23.,.)1) 
(12-31) 
(23-)1) 
(12-)1) 
(20-)1) 
(20-)1) 
(1-25) 
(1-19) 
(1-19) 
(1-24) 
(1-22) 
(1-)1) 
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U. S. !lAVAL 3UPPOi<'l' ACTIVITY, DAlIAHG 

In December progress vas achie .... d in all areas of BUpply. 

Monsoon weather conditions, heavy- northern I Corps re81lpply 

requirements and increased requests for assistance in Battalion 

Landing Team (BLT) off-loading combined to produce a backlog c,r 

cargo scheduled for Hue and Dong Ha. However, backlog was re®c::i 

by .:a.nmum utilization of all available Landing Craft Utility/ 

Covered Lighters (LCU/YF!J). Assistance.as provided by two 

Seventh Fleet LSDs which shuttled LCUa from DaNang to Dong Ea during 

a ten day period, and by the usa of an Attack Cargo Shi" (AlA) to 

transport cargo to the mouth of the Cua Viet River for LCU/LCM 

pick-up. 

Although weather delayed sailings for a total of 125 hours 

during the month, LCU/YF!Js made 10) round trips to Dong Ha, 

delivering 7,978 short tons of cargo plUB equipment and operators 

for Marine unit JIlOves. In addition, LCUs assisted in the off­

loading of the 11th Engineering Battalion and a BLT from ships 

anchored off the Cua Viet. 

The Hue/phu Ba! area was resupplied by LCUs which, in 73 trips, 

delivered 6,215 Bhort tons of cargo and also back-loaded a BLT fro .. 

Hue to ships and! ored off the Hue Ri Yllr entrance. The total tonnage 

delivered tv Hue and Dong Ha during December was 14,193 short tons. 

Landing Ship Tanks (LSTa), in 29 round trips, delivered 24,l44 

short tons of cargo back-loaded from DaNang to Chu Lai. 

New throughput and backload records were established for 
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DaNang. A throughput or 250,707 measurement tons (151,921 ahort 

tonal and a backload or 80,179 measur ...... nt tona (44,060 short tonal 

exceeded the previous record aet in October by 10,452 Ile~nt 

tons and 13,}63 measurE!lllent tons, respectively. The new record 

was achieved despite monaoon weather and reduced shipping during 

the latter part of the month. 

The backlog of cargo in deep draft shipe was high for the 

first 15 days of the month, reaching a peak of 73,871 .... asur_nt 

tons on 6 December. By 21 December the backlog was below 20,000 

measurement tons and averagad only 3,000 measurement tons for ehe 

remainder of the month. In December 40 ships arriYed while ,112 

completed ofrloading. There was a net decrease in backlog o.f 

22,124 measurement tons. 

Although weather also restricted offloading at Hue for five 

days, a new record was established for that port. A total or 

12,479 measurement tons was offloaded, which exceeded the record 

set in August, 1966 by 2,691 tons. 

Total throughput for I C01~S in December was 347,440 measure­

ment tons, an increase of :: - 792 tons over the pl'evioU8 month. 

Facilities for storage and transfer of POL continued to 

increase. On 31 DeCember, the China Beach 5ealolj.d line and the 

Shell MY Khe fuel farm were placed in an operational status. 

Transfer lines between the two facilities and the USAF tank farm 

and the Naval Support Activity northwest tank farm also became 

~erational. 
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Total steel tank storage "apacitiea at DaHang increuedto th8 

following levels. 

Jp-4 
AVGAS 115/145 
MOGAS 
DP'-2 

2l4.200 barrels 
37.900 barrels 
10.006 barrels 
41.,00 barrels 

On 31 December. total POL steel tank capacity at DaHang and Chu Lai 

was 373,600 barrels. a dramatic increase from the 20.000 barrel 

capacity of January 1966. 

At Chu Lai. heavy weather affected fueling operations during 

"he early part of Decemb"r and again from 2l December to 31 Dec_ber. 

POL support capability was co"~iderably improved. however. when the 

new 8-inch bottom-lay lir.e was flushed, charged and !lUllped on 8 

December. A flow rate of 2,000 barrels per hour was achieved. 

compared to the 320 barrels per hour rate through a 4-inch line. 

Both the 8-inch line and the new 12-inoh line (not yet fully 

operational) were to be extended approximately 900 feet to seaward 

to accomodate fully-loaded T-2 Tankers. 

Storage and warehouse construction progressed satisfactorily 

and Class II and Class IV supply support improved. Both dellanda 

and issues increased substantially during the month. Demands 

increased by 39 per cent and issues by 48 per cent. lIet effective-

ness increased from 66 per cent to 70 per cent. 

Maintenance shop backlog was reduced to an average of 9.3 

shop days. A major factor in the reduction was the continuous 
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rotation througn all facilities of five preventive mai~tenance 

crews, each composed of masons, carpenters, electricians and 

plumbers. 

Public Works respopsibilitias for operation and maintenance of 

utilities systems continued to expand, In Decem~er, NAV3UPPACT 

maintenance and operation of three generators at the Hill 327 

Marine Exchange complex was approved and takeover WaB scheduled for 

1 JanualY 1967. The 13.8 KV power plant and distribution line at 

DaNang main airport was energized by two 700 KW MobUe Utili ties 

Support Equipment (MUSE) units on 22 December. 

Service craft assets increased with the arrival of a noatlng 

crane (YD-221) and a water barge (YW-118) on 28 December. However, 

the departure of the non-self-propelled Refrigerated Lighter (YFRN-

412) for overhaul and voyage repairs reduced NAVSUPPACT reefer 

barga assets to YFR 888 and YFRN 385. 

Transportation assets increased. Forty-four trucks (including 

thirteen 100ton tractor trucks) were received i~ December. During 

the month, the NAVSUPPACT DaNang C-47 aircraft transported 423 

passengers and 35,795 pounds of cargo, 

Expansion of services and facilities continued. In DaNang, 

the Elephant Beach recreation complex commenced partial operation 

on 4 December with the opening of the Army/Air Force Branch Exchange, 

which includes approximately 50,000 square feet of retail sales 

area and 20,000 square feet of warehouse area. Post Office branch 

17078 (number TWO) of FPO 96695 also opened, T~~ USO branch office 
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opened on 18 December, offering general recreation services and 

snack bar facilities w1!;h approximately 6,000 square feet of fioor 

space, An Industrial Rnlations Department (IRD) branch office was 

dedicated and opened on 28 December at Hill 327;0 provide service 

to 1st Marine Division '!Omponents and the Red Beach area. 

The Camp Tien Sha ',hapel was dedicated on 23 December in 

conjunction with the vil'it of Rear Admiral James W. KELLY, CHC, USN, 

Chief of Chaplains, who:?articipated in the service, 

DaNang was visited W9 times by Seventh Fleet ships during 

the month, Services pro,ided by NAVSUPfACT inclu<ied fleet freight, 

mail, disburSing, ARFCOS, boats, tugs and transient billeting. In 

addition, NAVSUPPACT deEvered 338,875 gallons of diesel fuel and 

502,541 gallons of potable water to Seventh Fleet ships. 

Project SEA ANCHOR construction progressed at all three sites. 

On 31 December the communicat.ions center, receiver site and trans-

mitter site were, respectively~ 35 per cent, 19 per cent and 8 per 

cent complete. 

A new project, designated STARBOARD TACK, was initiated to 

provide ccntingency communi(;at~_on vans for the NAVSUPPACT detachments 

at Phu Bai and Dong H,'. The vans will be transportable by helicopter, 

and will pr"'ide HF, VlF and UHF teletype and microwave equipment 

capable of operating '~n any area of Vietnam. The Naval Electronica 

Systems Corrunand (NA1'ELECSYSCOM) was assigned overall responsibility 

for design and procurement of the vans. An estimated activation 

... date of 15 June 1967 was established for the project. 

General harp.dsment by sporadic small arms fire continued 
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throughout the month. At Camp Tien Sha approximately 70 rounds 

,were received the night of 18 December. During a three hO?I" period 

on 21 December (0130 to 0430) approximately 200 rounds were received. 

The fire was return ed with undetermined results. 

At the packaged POL site four separate instances of mnall anna 

fire were reported" A total of IS rounds were received and )0 

rounds iere ret.urned" In threo other incidentsjl a total of 26 

Toun f haras~ftng fire were directed at the Elej?hant Beacl,i 

Ree.: "J.~ :~on Center.. Six rounds were fired in return.. Tien Sha 

ramp reported 13 round:;:; of small arms fire during a half ;.our 

per.iod on the evening of 30 Dec~~berG The fire was returned in 

each instance 0 

ND fr'iendly casualties resulted from harassing fire during the 

month o On 26 December) however, two DaNang East sentries were 

wounded by a boeby-trap (M26 grenade) at the NAVSUPPACT garbage 

dwT!p(> The grenade was under a C-ration can and when the can was 

rrloved the grenade e:....j:' loded.. One man was seriollsly wounded; the 

ot.her I'E:cei ved rr.inor w0unds .. 

Team One of Harbor Clearance Unit, ONE Ir.ade significant progress 

towarris reir.oval of the ,'3lu'J.:.2n hulk from DaNang Rivero Demolition charges 

(compc~nt.i0n C~4) and cutting torches were employed to cut the hulk 

of the Dutch L.·eighter.; s':lnk in 1945 by the Japanese$' into sections 

of approJG..l1ately 90 tons each. Cutting waB completed on 23 November, 

and by J1 Dece!'lber~ 40 per Gent 0':' the hulk had been lifted .. 

On 31 December Naval Support Activity personnel strength 
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(including !Pta) totaled 8,186, a decrease or 461rroll the"30 

November onboard count. 

***** 
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U. S. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY SAIGON 

During December the activities of Naval Support Activity, 

Saigon (NAVSUPPACT) continued to increase in scope, intensity 

and effectiveness. Construction of interim and. pennanent facil­

ities resulted in significant improvement in overall rabitability 

at several GA.'!E .ARDEN and MARKET 'l'lME bases, and contributed to 

an expanded support and operational ?apability at those locations • 

. -t i'<~ha Be, a new· interim boat ramp was completod, ani i'll,nds 

>lere rna,', available for the planned 6000 square yard enlargement 

of the existing helicopter runway and parking area~ At Can Tho, 

the brews to the causeway and YFNE were improved. Satisfactory 

progress was made in the construction of permanent facilities at 

both bases. 

R.enovation of the living quarters at Vinh long was completl3d. 

The boat ramp aOO sea wall construction projects were, respectively, 

70 per cent and 50 per cent complete on 31 December. At Cat La, 

well-drilling efforts met with a continued lack of success and 

were abandoned. The Officer in C!1arge of Construction (OICC) 

initiated a study on the possible use of distilling uni~s and a 

shallow well system in a different area.~ Meanwhile, construction 

of a sheet pile bulkhead was begun, and two pontoons were assem­

bled and placed in use as an interim pier. 

At My Tho the lack of a Vietnamese Navy (VNN) YOC to replenish 

the Hiver Assault Group (RAG) base resulted in a "drawdcwn" of POL. 

No difficulties ,,:ere experienced in resupply, however, as adequatb 
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support was obtained from the terminal at Nha Be. A lOOO-barrel 

storage tank was under construction at the MY Tho base site. In­

stallation of berthing equipnent continued. Over 100 bunks and 

mattresses had been provided by the end of the month. 

In the sa Dec/Vinh long area, action was undertaken to provide 

additional POL storoge. The Sub-Area patrcleum Office, Vietnam 

(SAPOV) and the First Logistical COllllWld were requested to develop 

at Vinh Long a resupply capability for the NAVSUPPACT detachments 

in Sa. Dec and Vinh long. Under consideration was the possibility 

of utilizing Shell Oil Company assets at Vinh long for resupply 

purposes. Construction projec'~.6 completed at Sa Dec included a 

head, septic tank installaticn, security fence and a generator shed. 

At An Thoi, an automatic resupply system for MrX;AS and 9250 

lube oil was initiated. In addition, an airfield control tower was 

completed at the land base, and construction of recreational 

facilities ashore was started. 

At Cam Ranh Bay, Project BCWLlNE (Naval COlIDJlunications Station 

construction) progressed satisfactorily~ rOn 31 December, 80 per 

cent of the construction work on the communications center had 

been finished. The receiver site and transmitter site, were, 

respective~, 41 per cent and 11 per cent complete. On 28 December, 

six 250 KW generators were received ~or installation in tbe 

communications center and receiver site. 

In Decemb~r NAV3UPPACT assumed responsibility for the main­

tenance and material support of the Defense Communications Agency, 
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Southeast Asia Mainland. Servicing of teletTpe and associated 

electronic equipnent was initiated. NAVSUPPACT alao assumed 

administrative control of 990 service records (840 enlisted, 150 

officer) of Coaatal Squadron ONE. The records were transferred 

to the appropriate NAVSUPPACT detachments. 

Constantly in~rea5ing logist".Lc requirements continued. Water­

borne shi;ments to coastal and delta detachments totaled 988 dis­

placement tons during the month, an increase of lIf 8 tons over Novem­

ber. YFR 889, in compRnT with USS MARK (ft.Y.L-l2), completed its 

first delta resupply run. The NAVSUPPACT aviatJon section set a 

new month's record, transporting 3,023 passengers and 335,233 

pounds of cargo. 

Generally, PCr and PBR material casualties resulted in less 

downtime as in-country repair capabilities and parts back-up in­

creased8 Overe.ll supply requisition effectiveness in December was 

45 per cent gross and 76 per cent net. Priority 11-10 casualty re»)rt 

effectiveness in December ",'as 58.3 per cent gross and 72.8 per rent 

net. December's figures represented an increase of 2 per cent for 

casualty reports over November's percentages. ~The net figures 

represent percentage of possible completion of orders or repairs). 

***** 
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE 

On 9 December 1966, Rear Admiral Paul E. SEUFER, t~C, USN, 

relieved Rear'Admiral Robert R. WOODING, CEC, USN, as Comruander, 

THIRD Naval Construction Brigade. During the change of command 

ceremony, held at Camp Hoskins in DaNang, Admiral WOODING was 

presented ~th the Legion of Merit by Rear Admiral Norvell G. WARD, 

Commander U.S. Naval Forces, Vietnam. Admiral WODIN} had commanded 

the THIRD Brig~de since. its recommissioning in DaNang on 1 June 

1966. Rear Admiral SEUFER continued as Officer in Charge of 

Construction, Republic of Vietnam (OICe) and on 14 Decemoer, 

relieved Admiral WOODn~G as Corrnnander, Pacific Division, Nava.l 

Facilities Engineering C.orrunand, Southeast Asia. 

December brour~t the full force of the monsoon season to I 

Corps. Heavy rains caused some work delays and stoppages, with 

road maintenance aOO horizontal construction project.s most affected. 

The general construction program, however, continued at a reasonable 

.. ' pace despite the adverse weather conditions. Host of the important 

Beneficial Occupancy Dates (BOD) were met on schedule. 

Two of the eight Mobile Construction Battalions (MCB) in 

country were relieved in December.. At Chu Lai, MCB-S relieved 

MCB-J on 4 December, and during the month completed construction 

beguc~ by MCB-). Finished projects included the Naval Support Ac­

tivity (NAVSUPPACT) DaNang covered storage area and additions to 

the administration and BOQ facilities in the Chu Iai area. Work 

begun by MCB-8 and urrler construction at the end of the month 

included a 25-bed dispensary for First Force Hospital, a five-
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t~ilding dair,r plant complex for NAVSUPPACT,various Maintenance 

<.hop buildings for Force· Logis tics Support Group BRAVO, and a 60-

foot timber bridge on Highway ene. 

On 11 December, MCB-62 relieved MCB-7 at Phu Bai, and became 

the first battalion frCllll the .. eopened Construction Battalion Center 

at Gulfport, Mississippi to operate in Vietnam. Construction was 

begun by I1CB-62 on an 800 x 1200 foot perking apron for the FIRST 

I1arine Air ,.ing (1st MAW). The apron, being built next to Hue/ 

Phu Bai International Airport, will be constructed of soil cement 

with an asphalt seal coat. Other work begun by MCB-62 included the 

prefabrication of buildings for the fifth jncrement of the THIRD 

I1arine Division (Jrd MAl,) cantonment. 

In the DaNang East area, MCB-6 started construction of the 

Naval Advisory Detachment Black Rock Bay project. This complex, 

when completed, "'ill include six Butler (rigid frame storage) 

b~ildings, a parachute loft, ammunition magazines, guard towers, 

arrl access roads. 

Mobile Construction Bat.tali.on Ten began work on a new 33,000 

3quare yard parking apron for Marine \\"ing Support Group Seventeen. 

'r.:ork also was started on a i60-foot timber bridge on Route 6, 

southwes t of Hill 327. Construction of a 6o-foot timber bridgo on 

Route I-A was begun by MCB-9. 

Eenova tion of the First Marine Air Wing headquarter& area was 

beeun by I1CB-58. Programmed work included the installetion of new 

electrical sysLems, new roofs, and neli' partitions am ceilings in 

36 ... sonary buildings i:ruilt before t.he arrival of United States 
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Forces in Viet~. 

Logistics difficulties continued to be a problem !.·or the Naval 

Constructior. Forc~s during Decereber. Insufficie~t material delivery 

for the AiX Force T:4;erhound pro.iect at Khe Sanh restricted Seabees 

at that location. However, work on the airstrip «as completed and 

construction of parKing aprons was 70 per cent complete. MCB-5 

repaired 400 feet of AH-2 matting in the runway at Dong Ha. The 

cantonment wurk at Dong H~ ~as 99 per c~nt complete on 30 December. 

Other construction projects included the redesign of the artillery 

pads at Dong Ha. The 30th Naval Construction Regiment provided 

materials from stocks on hand to expedite job completion. 

Construction of the integrated v.!orldwide Conununication System 

(lhCS) proj~ct at DaNang and Chu Lai also slowed due to lack of 

materials and bad weather. The BODs were revised to 1 Februs17 

At Camp J.J. Carroll, west of DaNang, a 35-man detachm~nt 

from Me3-5 completed two of 12 planned gun platforms and 35 tent 

decks, 19 of which included wood framing for tent support. The 

well-drilling detachments continued to operate at An Khe and Chu 

Chi. Two wells were completed at Chu Chi. 

MC3-40 completed a Post Office and Post Exchange for the First 

Marine Air Division, and 4800 lineal feet of steel aircraft revet-

ments for Marine Air Group Thirteen. As part of the continuing 

maintenance at the Chu Lai Airfield, MCR-40 also made necessary 

repairs to the 330,000 square feet of runway and taxiway. 

i..~**** 
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MILITARY CIVIC AC~ON AND FSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 

In December, projects !n\'Olving military civic action (MILCAP) 

and psychological opera tiona continued to increase in scope and 

effectiven~ss. The assistance spread across the entire spectrum of 

human needjl and ranged from relief for flood nctims to emergency 

~urgery to Christmas parties for orphans. In some cases, the help 

came from individual sailors conducting English classe8 fo,!' 

Vietname,e adults and children; in other C""6S, such aa WlIAMO 1-66, 

a combinec, tri-service venture inyol ving an entire village 

produced me~sdngful results. 

,mAMO (1;L'1 Hearts and Minds Operation) 1-66, comucted .on 29 

December in the villa..ge of Ap An Loi ir. Kien Fioa provincs, was a 

large-scale, coordinated p .. vject ):. volving Vietnamese, United States 

and AU5tralia"n units. 

Acting 001 a report that the village, known to be harboring Viet 

Cong, cc>uld he rrw~m over" by a concerted and continuous program of 

medical i~ other types of a3sistance, the Senior Advisor, Third 

Coastal Zone arranged 'ldth the Conn.mnding Officers of Coastal Groups 

34 and )7 to conduct the first of a series of operations designed 

to aid the village. 

At 0650, ambush teams froo Coastal Groups 34 and 37 and Ba Tri 

DifJtrict Popular Force troops were larrl3d from Vietrll1lIl.esG Navy junks 

tf) secure the ;\Xeaj a U.S .. Arm;y Mohawk aircraft provided recormais-

sance support. At 0730, a leaflet drop from a U.S. Air Force 

aircraft (U-IO) informed the villagers of the mission. ~ 
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At 0850, a MEDCAP team, composed of physicians and dentists 

from USS TUTUlLA (ARG-4) and U.S. Navy .corpsmen from the Third 

Coastal Zone, arrived in a Royal. Australian Air Force helicopter. 

During the day, ),000 pounds of cOllllloditie. were distributed. 

More than 1,000 villager. were present at the MEDCAP site, and 

a~out )20 medical patients and 120 dental patients were treated. 

Four serious surgical cases were subsequently taken to Vung Tau 

for tr.eatment. 

Thera were no serious incidents involving cor.tact with the 

Viet Cong, although two rounds of sniper fire were directed at the 

village. Some Viet Cong medicine and a small amount of Viet Cong 

?t'upaganL material were found in a haystack on the outskirts of 

the village. 

In the First Naval Zone, Coastal Group 14 began construction 

on a schoo] house for approximately 350 ch11rlren, in conjunrtion 

with the area IS refugee re~ettlement program. Also, approximate~ 

2,000 calenders and 36,CXX) "Free South" newspapers were distributed 

witllin the Naval Zone. r;ith the cooperation of a captured Viat 

Cong, 200,000 leaflets, noting his good treatment by his captors, 

were dropped in his unit IS area by the Fifth Air Commandos. 

Educational assistance by U.S. Navy and Coast Guard personnel 

included setting up scholarships for childrsn in Than Phu village 

in I Corps, giving financial support to a school teacher in Qui 

Nhon, and conducting English classes throughout th~ country. 

On sev~ral occa~ions, PERs and PCFs transported Vietnamese 
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Psychological. :r~rrare Teams on loudspeaker missions. At Ninh Hoa 

near ~ Trang, one former Viet Cong who returned to the government 

under the Chieu Hoi (Amnesty) program, said that he did so ae a 

direct result of a loudspuker appeal made from a PCF, and agreed 

to make a tape recording to be used on future missions. 

Christmas parties were held by U.S. Navy personr.el in a number 

o locations. In Saigon, Naval Support Activit~ personnel held a 

r .!.rty for 70 children in a local orphanage. In An Thoi. over 400 

toys were distriLuted to local children •. In DaNang, civic action 

supported 22 Christmas parties at \\hich over 12,000 individual 

gifts were distributed. 

On 5 December, a U.S. Navy doctor on a MEDeAP mission in the 

Mekong Delta discovered a 12-year old Vietnamese girl with serioue 

congenital heart disease and impending heart failure. She was 

taKen to the Long Xuyen hospital for an EKG and X-rays, and later 

transferred to USS REPOSE (AH-16) via the station hospital in DaNang. 

On 6 December, Binh Thuy-based PBRs visited three outposts to 

conduct medical and school assistance missions. Thirty Vietnamese 

were treated by NAVSUPPACT Detachment corpsmen, and 100 school kits 

were distribut~d. The next day, JENNINGS COUNTY-based PERs, with 

ship's co~pany embarked, conducted a MEDCAP mission in which 60 

persons were treated at an outpost in the lo~~r Bassac River. 

In the Delta, flood relief operatiomJ were cOOlpleted. Two 

hundred fifty thousand piasters were spent on such project.a aa 

improvements to maternity wards, building a bridge, construction 
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and repair of houses, and school and dispensary improvements. On 

12 December, U.S. Navy LCMs made the last of thrpe deliveries of 

rice seed from My Tho to Chau Doc. On one occa'don, the Viet Cong 

attempted an ambush of the LCM. with heavy automatic .... apons fire. 

At Long Xuyen, base and boat personnel contributed money and 

labor to rebuild a three-family d .... lling. damaged by fire in Novomber. 

The same personnel conducted English classes for local citizens, 

donated 24 pints of blood, and made weekly MEDCAP trips throughout 

their patrol area. 

During December the four special Seabee Teams deployed in the 

III and IV Corps areas completed a variety of military civic action 

projects in. support of the Vietnamese Government fS Revolutionary 

Development Program. Continued emphasis was placed on medical 

assistance, development of village facilities and training of 

Vietnamese in basic construction skills. 

In Tuyen Due province, Seabee Team 0)07 2 cleared and graded a 

300 square-yard area at the Don Bosco School for Boys, located near 

Dran. The work included the removal of several large trees and the 

excavatio~ 01 90 cubic yards of dirt. The team also excavated 40 

cubi~ yards of dirt at the site of a new monastary and school being 

built by the monks of Ch~u Son Monastary. 

The hospital corpsman with Team 0307, during visits to nearby 

2 The first two digits of a team's numerical designator indicate the 
parent Mobile Construction battalion from which the team members 
are drawn • 
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villages, treated a total of 526 Vietnamese patients in December. 

The team also transported a local monk from the Seabee camp to the 

Chau Son Monastary. The monk had been operated on l.Il Nba Trang to 

correct deformed legs. A wheelchair was obtained for his use b7 

Team 1008 and the 31st Construction Regiment of Port Hueneme, 

California. 

Team 0509 completed drainage and sewage systems for tho Thoai 

Son Hospital in An Giang province, and erected a steel tower to be 

used for support of a 3000-gallon water storage tank. The team 

also constructed and installed playground equipnent for the Thoai 

Son public school and prepared a construction site for the Thoai 

Son nHrsery and kindergarten. 

1"am 0509's hospital corpsman treated 341 Vietnames" during 

village sick calls. A majority of the patients treated suffered 

from ear infections and diseases of the skin. 

At Vinh Long in the Delta area, Seabee Team 1107 continued 

work (.n the surgical suite annex to the Vinh Long Hospital. A new 

schoolhouse was completed by the team and turned over to the District 

Chief in ceremonies held ~n Christmas Eve. 

The team's hospital corpsman was assigned to the Vinh Long 

Hospital for six days a week during the month. His wOrk included 

surgical technician's duties, plaster of paris castir~ and physical 

therapy. Approximately 145 patients were treated in December. In 

addition, the corpsman conducted three village sick calls during 

which he treated 230 Vietnamese. 
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At Bao Trai, in the province of Hau Nghia, Seabee Team 0805 

completed construction of a 300-foot-long road to the Cu Chi High 

School. The school had been completely surrounded by water and 

was accessible only via a temporary pontoon bridge. Approximately 

405 cubic yards of fill were used on the project. The team also 

repaired two and one-half miles of the Bao Trai-Cu Chi Road. 

Eleven Hoi Chanhs (Viet Cong returnees) worked with Team 0805 

during December. Three trained with the team's steelworker, and 

two each with the equipment operators, the mechanic ~nd the elec-

trician. 

Also working as laborers and trai:1ees with the team 'Were five 

Viet Cong prisoners from one of the t","(.) Baa Trai prisons. Two of 

the pr.isol:..ers showed considerabl~ aptitude fot" building work and 

were gi ven e)~terjsi va training as an inducement to rehabilitation. 

Beca~se of Viet Cong activity throughout the province, the 

team's hospital corpsman was restricted to work in the village. An 

average of 50 patj_ents a day were seen during sick call at the two 

l'')cal prisons. 

The fo~lowing is a tabulation of const~lction projects completed 
during December by nava~ forces. Projects involvi_ng repairs or 
renovation are markep with an ~. 

USN VNN TOTAL 

e. Bridges 2/lR 0 2/lR 
b. Dis pensaries 5R 0 5R 
c. Dwellings/number of families 7/7 0 7/7 
d. SchOOls/classrooms 1/3-5R 0 1/3-5R 
e. Wella 1 0 1 
f. Grist Mill 1 0 1 
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Medical treatments 

a. General medicine 
b. Dental 
c~ Surg~ry 

d. Emergency evacuations 
e. Cleft Palate operations 
f. Blood donations (pints) 

ilealth and sanitation 

a. Classes on personal hygiene/ 
attendance 

b. Immunizations 
c. Medical aides/nurses trained 
d. Physical examinations 
e. Spray insecticide operations 

9,425 
76 
3 
1 
3 

24 

5/38C 
:i75 

2 
o 
1 

\ ,,-r ,-

2,329 
211 
11 
o 
2 
o 

o 
509 

o 
56 
o 

11,854 
287 

14 
1 
5 

24 

5/380 
684 

2 
56, 

1 

Distribution of C.ommodities (pounds unless otherwise specified) 

a. Blacksmith kits (number) 
b. Cement 
c. Clothing 
d. Food 
e. Lumber (board feet) 
f. Medical, non-prescription 
g. Vitamins (bottles) 
h. School Kits (numbGr) 
i. Soap 
j. Tin sheets (number) 
k. Lumber, scrap (truck loads) 
L Lumber, scrap 
~. Metal, scrap 
n. Salad oil (gallons) 
o. Toothpaste 
p. Tooth brushes (number) 
q. Toys (number) 
r. Candy 
s. Health kits (number) 
t. Sewing kits (number) 
u. Textile kits (number) 
v. Personal kits (number) 
w. Blankbts (number) 
x. School supplies 
y. Notebooks w/paper (number) 
z. M-boats, damaged (number) 
aa. Psy Op. bucket (number) 
bb. Radios (number) 
ce. Newopapers/magazine. (number) 

66 

500 
),000 
1,845 

19,874 
1,140 

50 
o 

317 
1,754 

20 
5 

3,000 
1,000 

336 
488 
500 

1,183 
167 

5 
76 
o 
o 

10 
30 

140 
8 

138 
5 

14,250 

o 
0' 

320 
65,242 

o 
o 

170 
o 

1,930 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

629 
o 
o 
o 
o 

226 
26 

524 
26' 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

8,000 

500 
3,000 
2,165 

85,116 
1,140 

50 
170 
317 

3,684 
20 

5 
3,000 
1,000 

'336 
1,117 

500 
1,183 

167 
5 

302 
26 

524 
36 
30 

140 
8 

138 
5 

22,250 
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in 

dd. Textbooks (number) 
ee. Gasoline water pump (number) 

USN 

150 
1 

Recovered good. redistributed to the people 

e.. Sampans (number) 
b. Sewing machines (number) 

Educational efforts 

lO 
3 

a. English classes/attendance 182/2,824 

Voluntax-f contributions (Piasters - 118 to 
support of: 

a. Schools 6,000 
b. Orphanages 14,000 
c. Needy families 2,000 

***** 
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SPECIAL IlANDLING REQUIRED 
NOT RELEASABLE TO 
FOREIGN NATIONALS 

NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP 

VIETNAMESE NAVY 

The personnel strength of the Vietnamese Navy at year's end 

stood at 15,978 officers and enlisted men. Thirty-nine deserters 

were officially discharged during December as the number of personnel 

absent wit~out leave rose from 31 in November to 214 in December. 

The sharp increase waz attributed to the Christmas holiday season. 

During the last qual'ter of 1966 several minor changes were made 

in the Vietnamese Navy unifo~_ bringing the shoulder board designs 

of Lieutenants and Lieutenants junior grade cJ aser to those of the 

u.s. Navy •. Also, a silver unfouled anchor has been added to the 

~houlder boards of non-commissioned officers. 

Operations 

Fle~t Command 

Eleven Vietnamese ships off the coast of Vietnam and four 

ships in the Mekong Delta conducted 21 gunfire support missions 

and searched 238 junks and sampans in Fleet Command operations in 

December. PCe, PCEs and PGMs patrolling the coasts of all four 

Naval Zones, with PGMs alao patrolling in the Rung Sat Special 

Zone, pr0vided gunfire support on eight occasions. 

On 7 December, PCE 11 fired no 3-1nch rounds in s,,-pport or 

Coastal Group 16 units at Co Luy, Quang Ngai province. Five day. 

later, PCE 11 fired 60 rounds of 3-inch ammunition supporting units 

of Coastal Group 14 at Cua Dai, Quang Nam. 
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On the same day, 12 December, PGI! 609 was struck· by the merchant 

vessel, JOPLIN VICTORY. PGI! 609, in the process of mooring at Nha 

Be at the time, sUBtained minor damage on the port side and lost an 

anchor. LSILs and LSSLs provided coastal and river patrol, gunfire 

support and convoy escort services in the 2nd and 3rd Naval Zones, 

the Rung Sat Special Zone and the 4th Riverine Area. These ships 

fired 12 gunfire support missions. 

On 11 December, LSSL 230 collided with a cargo junk which sank 

fi ve miles downstream from Nha Be in the Long Tau chromel. The 

junkls crewmen were rescued and were returned to Saigon. 

Cn 10 December it was revealed that LSSL 229 had been engaging 

in illegal livestock trading in the 2nd Naval Zone. The craft would 

load cattle in one area and then transport the cargo to another area 

where the cattle would be sold at a profit. Action was taken to 

preclude recurrence of such activity. 

MSC 116 carried out one gunfire support mission in conjunction 

.~th Coastal Group 14 units near their base off ~he coast of Quang 

Nam province. 

MLMS continued their daily minesweeping operations on the 

Saigon, Nha Be and Long Tau rivers. 

From 28 November to 19 December, LSM(H) 400, the Vietnamese 

hospi tal ship, carried out psychological warfare, and MEDCAP missions 

~t, Con Sou Island and Phu Quoc Island. The other LSM, which had 

70 CONFIDENTIAL • 



• .. 

• 

COIlFIDENTIAL 
SPIOOIAL IlAliDLING REQUIRED 
NOI' RELEASABLE TO 
FOREIGN NATIONALS 

been moved to Guam for conversion to a hospital Ship, arrlved in 

Saigon in early December, designated ISM(H) 401. The Ship has been 

receiving logistic lift assignments, and will take up hospital ship 

duties as soon as the dental and medical vans (small clinics) are 

installed. 

The LDNN3 (UDT) assisted River Assault Group (RAG) 23 bOhts 

from 5 to 12 December salvaging equipment from two sunken LeVPs 24 

miles norttcrest of Sa Dec. The sa"!.vage opers.tion was undei' the 

supervision of U.S. advisors of the Western Repair Facility at Can 

Tho. Four LDNN inspected bottoms of hulls of ships berthed at the 

Saigon port. 

During December, a total of 35 logistic missJ.OnB lifted 2,657 

tons of cargo and 3,585 persons. i:BHs carried 85 per cent of the 

personnel while LSTs transported the remaining 15 per cent. LeUs 

~ved 47 per c~nt of th~ cargol ISTs moved 33 per cent; LSMs moved 

the remaining 20 per cent uf the cargo, 

Inadequate p:\.er space, cargo handling equipment and .taging 

areas continued to hamper loading operatiolls. 

On 27 November, IGU 536 was attacked by the Viet Cong at the 

junction of the Ham Luong and Mekong rivers near ~ Tho, Four 

Vietnamese sailors were killed and nine were wounded as the boat 

Bustained heavy damage. 

JLien Doi Nguoi Nhai (literally. soldiers who fight under the Bea) 
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At 1645 on 1 December, LST 501 broaohed on a beach south ot 

!Ita Trang. The ship, vhich "as pulled tree by a tug 19 hours 

later, was drydocked for hull repairs. 

Coastal Groups 

Of the 357 junks assigned to the Coastal F¢rce, 263 were 

available for daily operations and 130 were actually used. During 

the month, Coastal Group units searched 16,6n craft. This was an 

increase of 2,009 over November ' s effort. The average number of 

searches by a Coaatal Junk unit was 4.3 per day. 

On 16 and 17 Deoember, units of Coastal Group 14 supported 

the U.S. Marin~B ~n an operation 8 miles northwest of Cua Dai, 

Quang Nam province. The Coastal Group units searched 37 jurJcs and 

120 paople. Two junks and two suspects were detained. Seven 20-

litre cans of oil were confiscated. 

On 20 December, the Viet Cong attacked the Coastal Group 14 

base at Tien Sa just south of DaNang. The enemy's automatic weapons 

fire was s'"ppressed by Blmm mortar and artillery fire by friendly 

~nitiJ. The case suffered no casualties. 

On 10 December, a Yabuta junk of Coastal Group 21 broached 

in surf in the Degi area of Phu Yen province. A firefight resulted 

when the six crewmen waded ashore. The Vietnamese Na~en Buffered 

no casualties while they killed seven Viet Cong and captured seven 

others. During the subsequent salv"ge attempt, two Viet Cong defec-

tors surrendered to Coastal Group 21 personnel. 
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An L-19 aircraft in the area requested a U.S. 1st Cavalr:y unit 

to establish a perimeter around the broached junk. Arter security 

was established by the Army, PCF 87 sent personnel ashore to secure 

a line toGhe junk. After three unsucc~·%ful attempts to pull the 

junk free, heavy weather curtailed. further Bdlvage attempts. 

Finally, on 17 December, the tug OSCEOLA pulled the now-

battered junk free and began towing it toward Qui Nhon. During 

the passage, the hswser parted ,md the jun." disappeared, and was 

not recovered. 

In the 3:rd. Naval Zone, various CORRAL operations, combined 

with land and amphibious operatiop~~ netted an increased number ot 

Viet Cong suspects and draft dodgers detained. At 0600 on 11 

December, PCF 24 r~~ aground at the mouth of the Co Chien P~ver. 

Two junks of Coastal Grcup 35 provided support until the SWIFT was 

refloated six hours later. 

Activities in the 4th Naval Zone lnvol ved ashore ambushes and 

reconnaissance of suspected tnfil t.ration areas. 

On 1 and 2 December, Coastal Group 41 and Regional Force/ 

Popular Force (RF/PF) troops from the HAl Secret Zone killed three 

Viet Cong and captured one in an operation conducted 23 £lIes vest 

of Nam Cam in the Cau Mau Peninsula. 

At 0400 on 3 December, Coastal Groups 43, 44 and 45 attacked 

a small Viet Cong unit 16 miles south of Rach Gia near the Cai L~n 

River. Om, Viet Cong was killed and one Russian rine ,,1.th some 
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IUIIJ!Ulli tion was captured. 

River Assault Groups 

1'.ro River :esauJt Group (RAG) opert',ions were conducted in the 

3rd fd.urine Area, eight in the Rung Sat Special Zone (JiSSZ) and 

16 in the uth Riverine Area. Of the 227 boats aseigrad to River 

Assault Groups, 153 were available daily for operations whL~~ 119 

of these units were used in escort, river patrol, static defense 

and combat operations. RAG boats searched 4,101 river craft during 

December. 

Results of search and destro7 miSSions, conducted in the JiSSZ 

and in ""he 3rd Riverine Area b7 RAG units and Regional·Forces, were 

the destruction of two Viet Cong base cmnps and one junk. Another 

junk 'Vas ~Ctpturf\d. 

On 20 necember, River Assault Group )0 was commissioned and a 

U ,5. advisor was assigned to the grouP. Boata of this Saigon-baaed 

RAG had beer. utilized in the eupp<'rt of other groups since Jul7. 

Seven to nine of the RAG 30 C1 aft supported the U.S, infantI7 unite 

from 4 t(' 26 December during Operation FAIRFAX in Gia Dinh province, 

adjacent to the RSSZ. R6s·ults of this operatilln up to 29 D~cember 

were. lh7 friendlies wounded (60 V.s.), one killed; 99 Viet Cong 

killed, 28 Viet Cong I.ud 831 Viet Cong 81111pscte detained, 27 

weapons captured. 

All operations condu,.ted within the 4th Riverine Area _de 

cOl.tact with the eralllTi fOUl· of the operations were eepeciallT 

significant. 
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Operation LO!lO PHI 994/SD was conducted ten miles southeast; 

of Sa Dec 29 November to 1 December by the J1iet.llamese,.An;y: • .(~VII) 

9th Infantry Battalion aupported:by 21 craft of RAGs 23 anei 31. 

Four ARVII soldiers were killed and 31 were wounded. Seventeen Viet 

Cong were killed and 22 were captured. A Viet Cong p rison was 

discovered and 14 civilian hostages were released. 

Noar the same area, five miles southeast of Sa Dec, Operation 

LONG PHI 996/3D v.s conducted by ARVN tOTcesvith'aupport by 14 

boats of RAGs 23 and 31. The operation, running "rom a through 

23 December, resulted in ARVN losses .:.f 19 killed compared to Viet 

Cong 10s8e8 of 41 killed and 17 captured. Friendly force:! also 

captured 24 individual weapons, five cases of .50 caliber ammuni­

tion, three rockets, 100 grenades, 4,500 yarffil of electrical wire, 

So cl18es of antibiotics, medical equipment and documents. 

From 0700 to 2000 on 17 December, 7th ARm Division forces 

and rtne craft of RAGs 21 and 27 conducted Cperation CUU LONG 48/SD 

16 miles eas t of Giong Trom, Uen Hoa proviru;e. Three J.RVN soldiers 

were wounded while the Viet Cong had four kilLed and 12 captured. 

Also captured were 20 individual weapons, SJO rifle cartridges, four 

mines, seven anti-tank Mines, one generat'Jr, one t);Alvriter and a 

number of homemade grenades. Friendly forces destroyed four weapons 

factodes, 100 Mines, 220 pounde of explosives, 4,000 grenades and 

a quantity of Western medicines. 

CAN CHI 270/D/SD was a combined oper .. tion running from 27 to 
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31 Decellber in An Xuyen province. The friend1.y fcrces comprised 

two ARYN regiments, three RF/PF battalions, fivs llVN reserve 

battalions, three LCUs and 17 craft of RAGs 21, 2), 29 and 31. Two 

llYN soldiers were killed and t en were wounded in the action. Viet 

Cong forces suffered 124 killed and 24 captured. Three crew-served 

weapons and 37 individual veapone were captured. n..stroyed were one 

factory, one first aid station, 600 grenades o.nd two mines. 

Regional Force Boat Groups 

The Regional Force Boat Group organization comprises a hea~-

quarters, a training center, three maintenance platoons and 24 boat 

companies with eight LCVPs eacb. The boat companies are stationed 

in 20 provinces in the 3rd and 4th Riverine Areas. The Vi6tnamese 

Navy's control over the Regional Force Boat Groups is limited to 

the administration of headquarters and the training units and the 

maintenance of all craft. The Regional Force/popular Force Directorate 

maintains operational and logistical control of the boat groups. 

At 0855 on 2 December, four craft of Regional Force Patro~ 

Company 12 (RFPC) were subjected to a Dll.n1ng attempt 45 miles east-

southeast of Soc Trang while tramporting !IIIlIIUIlition and food 

supplies. One .. .an was wounded .aid one LCVP vas serio"sly damaged. 

On 10 De~ember, RFPC 16 discovered a Viet Cong mine under the 

Lai Thieu villa~e bridge in Chuang Thien province. Two dqs later, 

RFPG 16 was returning from an operation with the 21st ARVN Infantry 

Division when it came under a Viet Gong 57mm recoilless rifle attack 
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24 miles southwest of Hoa Luu. One LeVP was damaged. 

On 14 December, the commanding officer of RFPC 21 and two 

sailors were killed and 11 were wounded when their four patrol 

boats were attacked by rockets on the Van Co Tay Rive~ 32 miles 

northeast of My Tho. Three of the four boats sustained damage. 

On 2l December, five boats of RFPC 28 killed five Viet Cong 

while participating in Operation XAY DONG 65/IS near t.he Iron 

Triangle region northwest of Saigon. Six roc!o::et launchers and a 

~lantity of leaflets were captured in t~e action. 

M2intenance and Supply 

The level of maintenance aboard 'Iietnamese Fleet Command ships 

continued to remain below minilllal U.S. standards. During December, 

11 major ce.sualties on six ships were repaired by ship's personnel. 

Fleet Command patrol and logistical ships continued to carry U.S. 

enlisted technical advisors when deployed. 

Among Coastal Groups, weapon maintenance was usually outstanding 

but engine and boat maintenance was often very poor. A lack of 

trained personnel, tools and spare parts contributed t.o this 

The Vietnamese Navy Shipyard scrap accumulation areBS 

75 per cent cleared of scrap. Scr3p material remaining to be moved 

includes 2l boat hulks tur .. ;ed in by the port authority, 15 French 

patrol hulks and six LCMs. 

The Navy Supply Center has gained upproximately 8,000 square 

feet 01 covered storage space by disposing of obsolete or exceos 

78 CONFIDENTIAL 
• 



• 

• 

COIIFIDDiTIAL 
SPm::UL IIAIiIlLIm REQUIRED 
NOT RELEASABLE TO 
FOREIGN NATIONALS 

SUPP17 P"'"'-". Excess material lists were distributed to those U.S. 

units which might have use for the parts earmarked for dieposal. 

During December the ColllllUUldi!r in Chief of the Vietnamese Nav,. 

appr07ed plans to establish a supply depot at each of the five 

Coastal Surveill .... 1ce Centers. 

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS 

A visit D-J Premier ICY and General WALT on 2 December and 

preparation for Operation DECKHOUSE V highlighted the significant 

activities of the Vietnmaese Marine Corps for the month. Contact 

wi th the enemy vas light for the most part; however, on two occasione 

Marine Command Posts came under Viet Gong mortar attacks. 

Six Marines were killed and 39 were wounded in December while 

the Viet Cong suffered eight killed and one captured. Marinas 

captured 33 indi vidual weapons and one crew-served weapon. The kill 

ratio f'. 'lecember was 1 :1.3; tve average ratio for the year was 116. 

Generally, moral .. was high and leadership was excellent in the 

Vietnamese Marine Corps throughout the month. 

Brigade Force ALpha, consisting of a headquarters, the 1st, 4th 

a.~d 5th Vietnamese Marine Battalione, and Battery B of the artillery 

battalion, continued its participation in Operation LAM SON 331. 

This search and de$tro7 operation controlled by the 1st ARVN Division 

continued to sweep the coast of Quang Tri province. 

On 2 December, Premier Nguyen Cao ICY and Lieutenant General 

Lewis W. WALT, USMC, CollllllaDding General, )rd Maz:ine Amphibious Force, 

visited Brigade Force Alpha in the field of operatione. 
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Operation LA!! SON 331, hampec3d by torrential rains, low 

ceilings and cold temperatures, was terminated on 9 December. 

Three Vietnamese Marines were wounded in the December phase of 

the operation while three Viet Cong were killed and one Viet GDng 

and two weapons were captured. 

On 20 December, the Marine force, operating north of Dong Ha, 

made light cor-tact .~th the en~. Two Vietnamese Marines were 

killed and four were wounded. The next day the brigade force command 

!,ost was mortared. Three Marines were killed and 27 .. ere wounded 

in the attack. 

On 22 December Marine paoools killed five Viet Cong and captured 

one light machine gun with no casub..1ties ',0 the Marines. 

During the early morning hours of 28 December the brigade 

force command post received 7S rounde of 6Qnm mortar fire which 

wounded four Marines. On the following day, one Marine was killed 

when a patrol made light contact with the Viet Con&. On 30 December, 

two Marines were wounded by a Viet Cong mine explosion. 

Bri.ade Force Fravo was not operational until 28 December when 

the force, consisting of a headquarters, the 4th Vietnamese Marine 

Battalion and Battery C of the artillery battalion, moved from 

Saigon to Vung Tau to prepare fo!" Operation DECKIIOrSE V, a combined 

U.S.-Vietnamese Marine amphibiqus operation in the Delta. 

The 2nd Vietnam~se Marine 'Battalion spent the first ten days 

of December undergoing M-16 rifle training at its Thu Due base camp. 
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On 10 December the battalipn relieved the 7th Airborn~ Battalion 
,-: ,'<;1. •• ;;, ,,,1. . 

at Ba Hom in the Capital Military District ani at Vinh Loc in the 

Tanh Binh sub-sector. On 14 December the battalion returned to M-16 

training at, b.,se camp and then op 17 December it replaced the 4th 

Battalion with Brigade Force Alpha at Dong Ha. It remained there 

through the end of the month. 

***** 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

During December, the COMNAVFORV Communications Center processed 

88,687 messages: 47,263 sent, 41,424 received. This represented a 

12,000 message increase oV,er the November level, and was the highest 

sin81e month total to date. In all, 716,153 messages were processed 

during 1966. C~_rcuit nnd equipment reliability was at an acceptable 

level. 

In DaNang, December message volume WaB 31,671, a slight incre~e 

over Nove~ber. Circuit reliability was diminished by about 5 per 

cent as a result of the monsoon weather. However, traffic quality 

improved and the number of requests for reruns and services was 25 

per cent less than November. 

l-ionsoon ",-eather was res[::::;-;.:;ible for a high level of maintenance 

and repair problems. Heavy surf am high seas accounted for a high 

failure rate of AN/VRC-46 and, AN/VfiC-58 traGsceivers used aboard 

peFs and LeUs. 

To help ease the DFssage traffic burden on ships operating 

off the coast of Vietaam, USS ANNAPOLIS (AGMR-l) took station off 

Cam Ranh Bay on 3 Def:ember and instituted a local area l:::roadcast, 

code-named ANI,ALAB. 

Because ships operating in the Western Pacific ... rea are nonnally 

required to co~ two broadcasts, th~ Guam radio telet~ (GRTT) and 

the Guam over-load (GRaT), many of the ships engaged in operaticns 

off the RVN coast are unable to maintain complete broadcast files • 
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This is due primarily to poor frequency propagation in much of the 

South China Sea and limitations in personnel and equipment. By 

only broadcasting traffic addressed to ships copying her local 

area broadcast traffic, ANNAPOLIS reduced the number of schedules 

to be copied by the ships involved ~ This relieved the strai.n on 

the equi~ent required to copy the overload broadcast, reduced the 

workload on sorrmunications personnel, and greatly expedited traffic 

delivery.to ';pecific units. 

In addition to the local area broadcast, A~~APOLIS provided 

full-period and on-call ORESTES termination, enabling units to 

clear ship-shore traffic rapid~ and to originate message service 

requests directly to ANNAPOLIS. 

During her 18 days on "tation ANNAPOLIS broadcast 7,569 first­

run numbers, 320 retransmis:3ions and a total of 9,650 broadcast 

numbers. 

* * * * * 
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HARliliT'TIME STATISTICAL SUnofARY, DECEMBER 1966 

1. U.S. ships/craft: 

DEft 

Total craft days 
on patrol 155 155 93 464 1082 31 

Daily Average of 
craft on patrol 5 5 3 15 35 1 

2. VNN ships/junks: 

SEA FORCE RHER FORCE COA STAL FORCE 

Total craft days 
on patrol 

Daily average 0f 
craft on patrol 

3. u.s. Activity: 

TOTAL DETECTED 

TOTAL INSPECTED 

TOTAL BOARDED 

TOTAL DETAINED 

4. VNN Activity: 

682 3751 

22 121 

WOOD - DAY 20811 NIGHT 16090 

STEEL - DAY _ 670 NIGHT-2!!2. 

WOOD - DAY J0'324 NIGHT ~ 

STEEL - DAY __ 449 NIGHT.-M!2. 

1I'00D - DAY _ 8963 NIGHT 3323 

STEEL - DAY' _-12. NIGHT __ 1 

Junks ~~ People ~ 

SEARCHED 17,091 junks 61,271 suspects 

DETAINED 28 junks 331 suspects 

III-l 

4030 

130 
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GAME WARDEN STATISTICAL SUMMARY, DECEMBER 1966 

1. PBR Statistics: 

a. Total Patror. (ho boats): Day 630 Night 788 

b. Total Contacts: Day 53611 Night 13372 

c. Total Inspected: Day 12759 Night ~ 

d. Total Boarded: Day '16302 Night mQ 

e. Suspects Detained: 681 

f. Sampans/Junks Detained: 48 

g. Total Patrol Hours: .22!tl2 

2. Helo Fire Team Statistics: 

Ii. Total Flight Hours: 220.2 

b. Helo Missions Supported: 
(1) Pre-planned strikes: ~ 
(2) Reaction: 20 
(3) Targets of Opportunity: 1 
(4) Support: 21 
(5) !!EDEVAC • .Q 

3. GAME WARDEN Totals: 

a. Fire fight s : 
(1) PBR 12. 
(2) Helo 8 
(3) !,iSB 0 
(4) PACV (5 
(5) ape 0 

b. Sampans: 
Destroyed: 21 Damaged : 8 Captured: ~ 

c. Structures: 
Destroyed: .2.Q Damaged: 11 • 

d. Huts: 
Destroyed: 8 Damaged: ~ 
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e. Bunkers: 
Destroyed: 11 

f. Enemy: 
KIA ': ':ll. KIA (pos.): 10 

g. Friendly: 
KIA : 1 WIA : 16 

h. Fri end ly Ba t tIe Damage: 
(1) PER II 
(2) helo 0 
'3) MSB IT \ -

i. PBR f:EDEVAC: 20 

IV-2 

Ca pturec. : 8 

, 
... 
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1. Contraband/suspect cargO ine:ld~ntll 

a. Total Incidents: 
0.) PeZ:1 ,- Detained: 
(2) Steel iIIoU, ' 
(3) ArfIIa/"- (Trawlers): 
(4) Arms/Ammo (Incidents): 
(5) Rice: ' 
(6) Medicine (Incidents): 
(7) Salt: 
(8) C .... ent: 
(9) Fuel/Oil: 

(10) Explosives (IncidllllWh 
(11) Tax Collectors (Incidents): 

158 
779 

4 (2 Detained) 
125~ons 
19 

30;2 tons 
43 

79.7 tons 
7.1 tons 

1,270 gallons 
10 
13 

(12) Sampan/Junk destroyed or· captured: 
(13) Total Firefights: ' 

l44 
482 

(14) Viet Cong KIA: 
(15) Viet Cong captured: 
(16) Friendly KIA: 
(17) Friendly WlA: 
(18) U.S. lost, DOD-hoatile action 

2. Detainments without cargo 
i 

a. Total: 
(1) '(No·' 10); (au'spidous papers). 
(2) Draft dodgers: 
\J) Deserters/UA (ARVN):, 
(4) Curfew/ares violators: 
(5) Viet Cong suspacts' 
(6) Gunfire support missions: 
.(7) SAli/ImIlEVAC mslll1o ... 

b. 1 Combined Actions: 

(, Weapons Captured: 
(1) 8i2na Kortar., 
(2) 4cmn Rocket Launcher: 
(:3) 75mm RR: 
(4) 5'7lml RR: 
(5) 7.62 BAR type: 
(6) LMG (CHICOM) 7.62: 
(7) 7.62 Semi-sutcrnatic rifle: 
(8) 7.62 pistoh, ' 
(9} 7.62 Automatic rifle: 

V-2 

161 
177 
29 (16 U,S.) 
97 (42 U.S.) 
5 

4,936 
3,165 

397 
216 
378 
780 

73 
23 

4, 

7 
25 
20 

1 
67 
22 

605 
100 
316 
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(10) Ilille (variOw. mant.). 
(11) 12.7 AM: 

d. Ammunition captured: 
(1) 82mm Mortar: 
(2) 4<Amn Rocket" 
(J) 75mm RR: 
(4) 57mm RR: 
(5) 4Qnm Heat: 
(6) 12.7 API: 
(7) 7.62nun: 
(8) Min~: 
(9) Grenade I 

(10) TNT block (200 grama each). 
(11) Demolition charge: 
(12) General ammunition: 

V-J 

1% 
1 

1851 
1500 

761 
5 

2000 
122,000 

1300 
1 

66 
J5 

4 
15 ton. 
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APPENDIX VI 

1. Total§. 

a. .Iunka/Sampans: 
(1) Detected: 
(2) inapected: 
(3) Board6d: 

b ~ Persods detained: 
c. Hostile Fire Incidenta: 
d. Viet Cong killed: 
e. Viet Cong captured 
f. V.S. KIA: 
g. V.S. tiIA: 
h. Boata aeriously damaged: 
1. V • S. los t non-hostile: 
j. Gunfire support missions: 
k. SARjMJ,;DZ'!' r, mis sions : 
L Com'bined operations 

2. Material captured 

a. Individual.eapon.: 
b. Crew served weapon: 
c. Hand grenades: 
d. Rounds of S/A ammunition: 
e. Rifle grenades! 
f. Rounds of C/S ammunition: 
g. Outboard motors: 
h. Rice (tons): 

(. ) i. S.I11t \pounds : 
j. Other foods (pounds): 
k. Petroleum (gallona): 
L Viet Gong documents: 
ffi. Printing press: 
n. Radio: 

VI-l 

340,818 
75,729 
82,170 
2,170 

244 
381 

95 
7 

65 
3 
1 

23 
111 

9 

40 
1 

24 
5589 

2 
99 
6 

235 
105 

2305 
50 

106 
1 
1 
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APPENDIX VII 

CHRONOlOOY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, 1966 

8 Jan - Coastal Group 33 unit. intercept two junks carrying con­
traband jUAt off tr~ coast of Go Cong provinco. After a 
fire f1.ght, including air strikes, the 'junks are dalllaged; 
weapons and ammunition are captured. 

21 Jan - USS DYNAMIC (MSO 432) and USS NICHOLAS (00 449) assi.t in 
the rescue of all 28 crewmen f~m Panamanian rn~rch~nt 
ship, BRIGHT STAR, which had run aground on a r",ef off 
Cu Leo Re Island near Chu Lei. 

13 Feb - Captain Robert W. NETTING, USN, i. assigned as .lrst 
Senior Advisor, Vietnamese Navy Headquarters. 

14 teb - PCF 4 is sunk by a corrms.nd-detonst,d mine attached to a 
Viet Cong fLeg 250 yards off Hon Queo Island, 15 miles 
northwest of Rach Gia. Four crewmen are killed, two 
serious~ wounded. 

28 Feb - CTr' 116 (GAME WARDEN) Operation Order is published. First 
two officers and one enlisted man assigned to CTF 116 
arrive in-country. 

7 March - USCGC POINT ~~lTE hails and il1uminat.s a 25-foot motor­
ized junk crossing the Soirap River, 10 ~les upstream 
from its mout'l at the South China Sea. The junk fires on 
the c"t,t.er. POINT WHITE returns the fire and rams and 
sinks the junk killing seven Viet Cong and capturing four. 
Four rifles and some ammunition are captured. 

10 March - Four U.S. minesweepers (MSOs) arrive in Vung Tau-fir.t 
U.S. minesweeping units assigned to sweep Long Tau channel. 

15 March .. River Squadron 5 (COMRIVRON FIVE) is established to 
admirister newly-arriving GA.~ WARDEN units. 

15 March - PCr' and ~'PB patrols begin continuo"s surveillance of 
Soirap River as far as Nha Be in the Hung Sat Special 
Zone (RSSZ). 

21 March - The first 11 PBRs arrive in-country; USS BELLE GROVE 
(130-2) acts as interim support ship at Cat La. 

26 March - Nine .'PB. and 6 PCFs (SWIFTs) participate in Operation 
6 Apr JA~KSTAY, a search &nd clear operation conducted in the 
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RSSZ with ships am Marines of, the '7th Flee!; Ampbibious 
Task Foree. !lEIJ.E GROVE acts as cOllllll&Ild ship'.- - Dur1JIg' 
the 12-day operation, 'the SWIFTs engage in' nine" seperate; 
fire fights am four Coast Guard cutters take, partin 
two junk roundups. Tl>.ree LCPls, ....nnedby U.S. ciewa; 
participate in 12 engagements with the Viet Cnrig-; 

I April- U.S. Naval Forces, Vietnam (NAVFORV) is established. 
Rear Admiral Norvell G. WARD, USN, become. COMNAVFORV. 

15 April - PBRs commence patrol operotions; initial patrols operate 
011 the Long Tau River in theRSSZ. 

16 April _ captain Clifford 1. STh'WART, USN, relieves Rear Admiral 
Norvell G. WARD, USN, as Commander, Coastal Surveillance 
Force (CTF 115). 

10 May _ USCGC POINT GREY, on patrol off the eastern shore of the 
- Cs Mau P~ninsula, detects a 12O-foot steel-hulled trawler 

attenipting to infiltrate supplies. '!'he trawler is forced, 
aground near shore and abandor.ed by her crew. Initial 
boarding attempts are thwarted by heavy Viet Cong shore 
fire. The trawler i. taken under fira by eurface units 
and aircraft. A violent seconiary explosion tears th'3 
hull into two sections. Six crew-.erved wespons and/15 
tons of ammunition and explosives are recovel"...::1. fraJ. the 
wreckage. 

11 May _ Three Patrol Air Cushion Vehicles (PACV) arrive in Vung 
Tau and form PACV Division 107. 

17 May - U. S. Naval Support Activity, Saigon is established. 
Captain Herbert T. KING; USN, becomes Commanding Officer. 

18 May _ Captain Burton B. WITHAM, Jr., USN, relieves Rear Admiral ' 
Norvell G. WARP, USN, as Commander, River Patrol Force (CTF 116). 

22 May _ PCF 41, patrolling in the RSSZ, is hit by recoilless rifle 
fire. One sailor is killed and another is wounded as the 
shell destroys the pilot house causing the boat to lose 
steerage. An attempt to tow the SWIFT fails and the boat 
sinks. Salvage attempts fail. 

26 May _ Panamanian merchant ship, EASTERN MARINE, is mined at Nha 
Be. Three tugs and three LCM pusher boat. move the stricken 
vessel clear of the main shipping channel. Two other 
mining attempts are di8cJvered in same area. 

20 June _ USCGC POINT lEAGUE, patrolling off the mouth of the Co Chien 
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River, .ight. a~::~~:~S;r~~i!~:~~~ number 2135. ~ The 
for the, beach, 
weapon. fire 1. l'ftceivoid from the 
units suppress the fire from Viet in 
.and dunes. The trawler i. saJ.v"j(eIQ to Saigon. 
Approximate~ 100 tons, of cargo, UlCll.llll.ng Chinose; 
Soviet and North Korean ""apons, salvaged from the 
trawler. 

9 Ju~ .. RAG unit. <ollide with PBR near My Tho. PBR suffer3 
extensive damage; t~o J.S. cre~en rec~ive minor" injuries. 

]2 Ju~ - peF 35, patrolling nea~ the eastern shore of the tip of 
Ca Mau Peninsula, sustains a direct hit by recoilless 
rifle rvund, resulting in se~ere damage to the starboard 
fuel tank and producing a hole in the hull one foot ir 
diameter. No personnel casualties are sustained. 

14 Ju~ - A Coastal Group 41 Command junk 
Cong 57mm recoil16S. rifle fire. 
are wounded~ 

is hit and sunk Ly VIet 
Four Vietnamese sailors 

23 Ju~ - USS MAll( (AKL-12) becomes the first cargo ship to transit 
the Ha'p dac River in ten years. 

)0 Ju~ - PER 70 is hit by a recoilless rifle round on the SOirap 
River soutt, of Quang Xuyen village, sUBtain!ng a hole on 
the starboard side two feet long and nine inches high. 
Two crewmen are wounded. 

4-)0 Aug - l-lARKET TIME units, Vietname.e Navy Coastal Groups and 
Fleet Command units and USS TUTUILA (ARG-4) provide support 
for oper£tion SEA MOUNT on Phu Quoc Island. 

5 Aug - PEns' begin operations at V:Jili Long. 

11 Aug - USCGC POINT WELCOME is attacked m1staken~ by U.S. Air 
Force aircraft; two men are killed antI'!i ve are wounded. 
POINT ~ELCOME receives extensive damage. 

16-28 Aug - peFs conduct blocking pstrols off coast of Phuoc Tuy 
\ province in support of Operation DECK HOUSE III. ' 

19 Aug - SEAL team member is killed in ambush while on reconnaissance 
in RSSZ • 

20 Aug - PERs begin operations at Sa Dec. 

23 Aug - Vietnamese Navy 'mines_per is hit by recoilless rifle 
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round on Long Tau River. One crewman is killed; three 
wounded. 

23 Aug - BATON ROUGE VICTORY is mined while transiting Long Tau 
River to Saigon; seven crewmen die in flooded engine room. 
Vessel is towed to 'Jung Tau for rePRirs one week later. 

24 Aug - Two PBR. and PCF 38 e~age in the fir"t mutual interference 
fire fight involving GAME "'"ARDEN a,,~ MARKET TIME forces. 

28 Aug _ Vietname,e Navy minesweeper (J1lMS-156) i. destroyed by a 
Viet Cong mine; two crewmero.bers are killed, two are wounded 
and two U.S. advisors are wounded. MIE>-156 is the first 
minesweeper lost to enemy action since Long Tau sweep 
operations began in 1963. 

29 Aug _ USN MSB-54, while sweeping the Long Tau River, i. extensively 
damaged when a Viet Cong mine explodes 15 feet off the port 
bow. There are no perf.;oIUlel casualties~ 

'/ Sap - USCGC POINT GREY detect~ the French merchant ship TATIANA 
dead in water surrounded by junks off 50uthwest cO:;Jst of 
Ca Mau Peninsula. Nothing suspicious is found when ship 
is searched after complying with request to proceed to 
Vung Tau. 

11 Sap - One U.S. crewmember is kill-ed when PBRs come uneer automatic 
weapons fire on the Co Chien River. This marks first PBR 
fatality since the inC':-.!ption of GAME v..!ARDEN operations. 

18 Sep _ Captain Carson R. TALLENT, USN, relieve. Captain NETTING. 

22 Sep - HSB-15 is hit by rocket projectile while swe"ping the Long 
Tau River; one U.S. crewman is killed and nine are wounded. 

27 Sep -
17 Oct 

2 Oct -

PBRs conduct flood operations in the Plain of Reed. resul­
ting in a large number of enemy killed. Junks, sampans, 
structures are destroyed; quantities of Viet Cong supplies 
are captured. 

Vietnamese Navy LSSL-227 is mined at anchor near PER. base 
at My Tho. Extensive damage results in Vietnamese Navy 
decisi.on to decorrunission the craft. 

4 Oct - french Overseas l'.arine (FOM) craft of RAG 22 i8 destroyed 
by Viet Cong mine 15 miles downstr~am from Nha Be, in the 
l~ng Tau channel. 

5 Oct - PBR &.nd PACV collide near Vung Tau. Three cre ... men .uffer 
mir.r.r injur.ies; both craft are damaged. 
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7 Oct - Viet Cong ambush SEAL detachment as 15 u.s. personnel are 
wounded when mortar round hits LCM-3 carr,ring the SEAls. 

10 Oct - CTF 116 shifts headquarters from Saigon to Can Tho • 

12 Oct - CLARKSBURG VICTORY strikes a submerged wreck near Vung 
Tau. Ship suffers 45-foot gash in hull. 

16-26 Oct - MARKET TIME units provide gunfire support for Operat on 
PEPPER BUSH on Phu Quoc Is Is nd. 

18 Oct - Three U.S. Navymen are killet..:. and two \<v'ounded wilC!n mortar 
explodes aboard peF 9 one-half mJle off east coast of Phu 
Quoc Island. 

20 Oct - paRs commence random patrols in Ham Luong River. 

21 Oct - Viet Cong explode claymore mine in.Tra On ~rketplace. 
Six PBRs from Can Tho provide MEDEVAC services. Nine 
Vietnamese are killed and h8 are wounded. 

26 Oct - PDR crewman is killed as PBRs and helicopters thwart Viet 
Cong crossing attempt 42 miles downstream fram Can Tho. 

31 Cct - Vietnamese Joint General Staff appoints Captain Tran Van 
CHON as Commander in Chief of the Vietnamese Navy. 

31 Oct - GAME WARDEN units interrupt a major Viet Cong crossing 
attempt near Ngu Biep Island in the Mekong River. Fifty­
sever, craft are destroyed and six are captured. Two Viet 
Gong are killed.. No U030 casualties are sustained. 

1 Nov - 1'wo U.S. Navymen are killed when MSB 54 is destroyed by a 
Viet Cong mine four miles do~~stream from ~~a Be on the 
Long Tau River. 

11 Nov _ USS JEmllNGS COUNTY (LST-846) arrives to act as PBR 
support ship. 

15 Nov - peF 77 broaches and sinks in heavy seas near mouth of Hue 
Harbor. Three crewmen are kil1ed~ 

20 Nov _ PACVs conduct highly Buccessful Operation QUAI VAT in the 
Plain of Reeds. 

27 Nov - Vietnamese Navy LCU-536 ambushAd near My Tho, recei-,eo 
rive 75mm recoilleso rifle hits killing four Vietnamese 
sailors and wounding nine. 
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2 Dec _ PBR patrol officer is killed during fire fightw1.th two 
s""'pans in lower Bassac River. _ One Viet' Cong is killed; 
two are wounded. 

4 Dec - PBRa, supporting U.S. Special Forces and CIDG operation 
on Mekong River six miles below Cambodian border, kill 
five Viat Coog and detain nine d~~Dects. 

4 Dec - l-lARKET TIME aircraft are d .. ,::aged in Vi9t Cong attack on 
Tan-Son Nhut Airbase. 

4 -and 8 Dec - Adrift Chinese Communist fishermen and ch~ldren are 
assisted by MARKET TIME units. 

11 Dec - Fifteen Viet Cong are killed and 28 sampans are destroyed 
as major Vip.t Cong Mekong River crossing is thW8~t~. 

15 Dec _ USCGC POINT GRACE is hit by Viet Cong recoilless rifle fire. 

15 Dec - The three experimental-Patrol Air Cushion Vehic1 .. 
(PACVs) return to Coronado, California for tests and 
evaluation. 

18 Dec - Six crewmen are wounded as PBRs support a Vietnamese Army 
operation four miles west of Sa Dec. 

23 Dec _ A suspicious, steel-hulled trawler 1s sighted and tracked 
by MARKET TIME air and sea units. 

28 Dec - PBRs kill nL~e Viet Cong in first major fire fight in the 
Ham Luong River. 

29 Dec _ ,iHAMO 1-66, a large-scale military civic action project; 
is ~onducted in an unfrie,ridly' area of Kien Hoa province. 

31 Dec - Soviet-type contact mine is discovered in tne Long Tau 
shipping channel in the RSSZ. Incident marks first 
.detec~ion of a contact mine in inland waters. 

31 Dec - U.S. Navy personnel strength in-country reaches 23,880. 
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