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FOREWORD 

The month of May was marked by numerous incidents invo>:·1g 

undel"Water activ1ty by the enemyo In the Mekong Delta, at least 

three Viet Cong swimmers were killed during a series of abortive 

attempts to sabotage units (·f Operatic" GAME ,lARDENo In I Corps, 

a dredge aai 3. lighter were mined in the Cua Viet approaches to 

Dong Ha, 85 mi~e5 northwest of Darango 

On 15 May and again on the 19th, elements of the Riverine 

Assault Force operat.ing in the Delta experienced their firAt major 

contact with the Viet Congo During the encounters, conducted at 

close range}l the special armor of the assault craft p!'oved effec-

tive against 57··mm" recoilless-rifle fire" However, 82-mm" 

caliber ammunit.ion penetrated the armor", 

The unit composition of Operotion HARKET TIHE underwent a 

number of changes in May .. , Two of the newly-constructed, high­

speed gunboats (PGs:' arrived for duty" and three high-endurance 

Coast Guard ·outters (IIHECs) arrived as replacements for DERso In 

addition t.;;o patrol craft of the Vietn""",s,, Navy operated as 

MARKET T1!oIE units during the secom half of the month o 

The 20ntinuing fierce tempo of combat operations in I Corps 

took iLS toll of Seabees in Maya" twn battalions suffered 21 

casualties, M0St of the injuries occ=red on 8 May, 2,000 yard. 

from the DemiLitarized Zone" when 13 men were wourrled cturing an 

a"t.tempt by enemy troor's to overrun a SJ)e('ial Forces camp the Sea·-

bees ;..ere b'lilciingo 

ii ,/iJ?UPiiJ!ll.lA L .. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Saigon's Naval Support Activity detachment at Nha Be battled 

two intense POL fires dudng the month. On 3 May, a 60-foot junk 

loaded with gasoline caught fi~e and eventually exploded after it 

was towed away from a fuel pier. On 11 May, a blaze aboard a 

Philippine tanker carrying 10,000 gallons of JP-4 fuel was finally 

brought under control after almost nine hours of sustained effort 

by detachment personnelo 

In May the Vietnamese Navy activated a River Assault Grollp at 

\ the Coastal Group 12 base fiaar Hue, n:;.!:!5ing tt\!! fhst..J,ime.-iL.!lbiL 

I 
, 
I 
i 
i 

has operated beYQnd the Delta .ana. surrounding._Olgion .. J3inc,",_ii9\lth 

Vietnam became an ;L,!d.~perlde"trl,,:tio,:.~ .. On 11 May, two of tha four 
~~-"'.-.'-. - . 

new motor gunboat' (PGMs) recently acquired by the Navy completed 

. underway training and were assigned to the Fleet Command. 

**~*** 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

RIVER PATROL FORCE (TASK FORCE 116) 

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP 

In May there was no major hostile fire activity in the Rung 

Sat Special Zone. In a series of winor incidents GAME WARDEN units 

engaged small groups of Viet Cong along enemy lines of communica­

tions and ambush sites o 

On 18 May a helicopter fire team discovered a SO-foot watch­

tower overlooking "he junction of the Lo Ren and Vam Sat rivers, 

The helicopters took the tower under fire and killed its two 

occupwts while they were attempting to flee. That same day Navy 

helicopters supporting the uperations of the ARVN 46th Regiment in 

Long An province, sout~.~st of Can Gioue, killed at least five, 

and possibly ten more, Viet Congo Two Navy pilots were slightly 

WQu"ded during the en!;agement. 

On the night of 25 May 2 a PBR patrol in the central Soirap 

River received about )0 rounds of automatic-weapons fire from a 

sampan near the north bank. The patrol returned the fire and was 

joined by a heav-y he}.icopter fire team, which discovered and des­

·croyed 16 <'ampans a"d two huts in the area. In addition, fire 

·~m the helicopters triggered one secondary explosion, There were 

no UcS c casualties o The extent of the Anemvis personnel casualties 

was undeternined o 

"ill' 

DELTA RIVER PATROL CROUP 

~ations i!! U,e Ham Luong River 

During 11ay most of the activ:lty in the Ham Luong River occurred 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

near eu Lao Oc, a long, narrow island three milsB dov.natream fr~ 

the mouth of the B"" Tre Canal. On 24 May the Offic9r in Charge, 

River Patrol Section 5)1, three PBR crewrr.en and a Vietnamese 

national policeman were killed by intense enemy fire from the north 

bank of the river, four miles downstream from Cu Lao Oc. Five other 

U.S. sailors were woundeJ during the action. 

The patrol, composed of PBRs 101 and 106, was attacked by 

automatic-weapons and recOl-HeRs-rifle fire from several Viet Cong 

positions. The patrol returned the fire. Then a recoilless-rifle 

round struck the forward .50 caliter mount of PBR 101, 'dlling the 

gunner, the patrol officer and the helmsman o The midships gunner 

was sub3equently killed by machine gun fire ~~ the PBR veered toward 

the bank out of control. The wounded after ~!nner finally managed 

to bring the boat under control and turned clear of the range of fire. 

The Vietnamese policeman, embarked in PER 106, was killed ,,"en 

a recoilless~rifle round struck the patrol boat amidshipso The 

effects of the burst also seriously wOImded t,l,e boat captain and the 

after gunner ll an rl. disabled the craft i' 5 port engine" 

During the engage~ent armed helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft 

launched strikes against the amhush sites~ Subsequent intelligence 

reports indicated that the air strikes and the PER fire had killed 

at least 19 Vie+, Cong and wounded 36 others. 

In early ~ay, to meet the threat pused bJ the reported presence 

of about 3,000 ffiain-force Viet Cong troops in Kien Hoa province, the 

co~~ander of the Delta River Patrol Group redeployed certain forces 

3 CONFIDlllTIAL 
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CONFIDEmIAL 

(Operation OVERLOAD) in an effort, to interdict enemy lines of C"JIllTlU­

nications witnin the province and from adjacent provinces. Units 

were moved from the upper rivers to provide increased patrol density 

in the I'.y Tho, Bassac and Ham Luong rivers, and to pave the ""¥ for 

incur~tons in+o the va Lai, g narrow river running between the Ba 

Tri and bHU. Jai .reas of Kien Hoa province. During the latter part 

of the rr.onth helicopters conducting patrols along the Ba Lai (where 

a 24-hcur curfew had teen placed in effect) killed 22 Viet Cong, 

destroyed 2S sa."'pans and 18 strlctures, dameged four sampans and 

five structu!'es J and triggered three secondary explosions" 

Operaticns in the Mekons (My Tho) R:ver 

During Aay there war; an increase in the number of host.ile fire 

and evasion incidents along the My Tho st.retch of the Mekong r~ver. 

On 10 May PBRs interdictEd" crossing by tlu'ee Vlet Cong in " 

saJilpan three m.i.les eas t of Cai Be n The three men took to the water 

upon being hailed and swam ashore.~ from the beach they opened fire 

on the patrol with small arms" Th~ PBRs v return fIre killed one 

man and wounded anotilel'" who managed to escape.., Tte third Viet 

Gong was captured and delivered to the Vietnamese authorities at My 

Tho for :!.nterrogation.., 

On the mcrlling of 13 May,- a four, .. m&.n 8K~L patrol was lanr~ed on 

Thoi Son Island to s,~t up a "listening post" near the house of a 

suspected Viet Congo An ho~r later seven men were landed 0n the 

island by a water-taxi and entered the houso. The SEALe waited IS 

minutes, thAn called the Sroup out. The men :iJnmediately tried to 
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escape and the SEALs opeped fire, killing two of the Viet Cong and 

wundi 11& t;ro c.thers" Later9 documents found on one of the corpses 

~ndic~ted that the man had been a member of a sapper squad (a Viet 

Cong sabotage unit). The incident r..lso resulted in the capture of 

a quanti"" of documents, which include~ a muster list of a Viet 

Cong sapper ple.to<:m, descriptions of some of the platoon's past 

activities.? and reconnaissance reports on potential ta':gets" 

On 18 Kay a seven~'man SEAL :-econnaissance team was landed on 

Ilo llo Isla,,,l, near the ffivuth of the My Tho, in response to an 

i"telligenc~ report about a Viet Cong medical training center. The 

team found an aid station r~c confiscated assorted medicines, medical 

supplies and m~d.ical books" Moving sOll'i:.hwestward,9 the ~EALs disco­

vered a oamp containing three huts, two bunkers, numerous conmand­

detonated booby traps, and six Viet Congo Th" team killed five of 

the Viet Gong, wounded the sixth, and captured four Chinese Communist 

rifles. The SEPLe then destroyed the camp and withdrew, with a 

number of Viet G(mg in uIls:~ccessft!l pursuitc 

Q£~:!:"tions in the Co Chien River 

In May, mos'o of the encounters KL th thA Viet Cong along the 

Co Chi;:!1 River 1nvulved PER support for Vietnamese out.posts under 

att.Cick .. or ellemy f~re directed at the PBRs from the river banks 

ot" from evading SaItJpans t> 

On j.l Ma~r.? }-BRB pursuj.ng ar'. ';,.<Yading sampan ;rere taken under 

srnall~'armB fir& from the south bank of the river near the mouth 

of the Hang ~W.t Canal. The FBRB uuFpressed the fire with M-16 

6 CONFIDENTIAL 
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rifles am'. then embarked three Popular Forces troops .. t a nearby 

outpost in order to investigate the sampan, which had been aban­

doned a short distance up the canal, 

Once inside the canal the patrol noted considerable sampan 

activity and again came under small···arms fire. The return .:eire 

from the PBful triggered one secondary explo~j. (n from a sampan on 

the banka The PBRs then crone under h9avy auLo1llat.ic~~weapons fire~ 

which was returned o Sho.i.·tl;v til":'>. ~aftp.r, Vito ~namese RAG units and 

an lSSL relieV'ed the PBf,. and th .. p.trol withdrew, its supply of 

..mrnunition needy deplEted. The PBR fire had killed at least one 

Viet Gong and destroyed two jur~s and a sampan o Th6re were no 

U "So caBualties o 

QEeratio~~ in the Bassac Hi ver 

On the morning of 6 May the Viet Cong exploded a mine against 

a PER patrol neac the mouth of the Bassac Rivero At the same time 

heavy fire broke out frem the bank or.. nearby Con Coc Island o The 

four PBRs returned t.he f1.re with t.heir . .,50 :al.i.ber machine guns and 

60-mrn o mortal'so The mc.rtar fire tri~gered a series of secondary 

explosions which lasted for 30 minutes 0 Although the mine explosion 

had lifted one PEB. about five feet out of the water.~ there were no 

U ~S 0 casual ties or material damagso At least one Viet Cong was 

killed during t!1e engagement. 

On 9 May, PBRs supporting a SEAL ambush team destroyed one 

junk and six sampans and killed at least two Viet Cong in a narrow 

channel between Tan Dinh Island and the north bank of the river. 

7 CONFIDENTIAL 
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The PBRs had entered the channel in an attempt to draw VIet Cong 

uni ts toward the northern end, where the SEAL ambush was Bet. 

However, the ene~ opened fire on the patrol from two bunkers 

and from a junk, The PBRs silenced the fire from the junk and 

one bunker<~ and called in a helicopter strike,ll whi.ch neutralized 

the other bunker. 

After the bunkers were silenced the PBRl! continued down the 

channel, engaging snipers and automatic'"weapons positions on both 

banks. With support from the helicopters, the PBRs suppressed 

the enemy fire. 

On 19 May, PBRl! disrupted a Viet Cong loudspeaker team which 

had been broadcasting propaganda in connection with the birth~ 

of t.h "orth Vietnamese President.. Ho Chi Mi.,~o The river patrol, 

which ho.d been informed of the team! s locat:!.c.n by the commanding 

officer of Coastal Group )6, surprised the Viet Cong as they were 

leaving Tron Island .-tn sampans t' w'hen the sampans attempted to evade 

to the bank they were taken under fire, which resulted in seven of 

the enemy belr~ killed, 

GAME WARDEN Sup.£ort Ships 

On several occasions dQrlng the month, GAME WARDEN support 

LSTs conducted gunfire missions against targets of opportunity or 

in response to requests. On 11 May HUNTERIlON COUNTY blew up an 

ammunition cache in the Long Toan Secret Zone, The ship had 

detected a moving contact on radar as it entered a canal, At the 

request of the Vietnamese Sub~oector Control Center, the contact 

8 CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

was taken under fire. A night observation device was used to spot 

the fall of shot as semi-automatic 40-mm. fire waB ..... alked· up the 

canal. The fire triggered a secondary explosion 75-100 feet in 

height and several smaller e:xpl08iooo. Thirty minutes later the 

bright orange flash of another explosion, accompanied by a fire'ball 

100-125 feet in diameter" erupted in the same area. 

Viet Cong Swimmer Activity 

During Mays Viet Gong swimmers were encountered in several 

areM of the Mekong Dei.ta amid i.ntelligence reports that the 

Thanh Phu Secret Zone was being used as a sapper training area, 

On the night of 15 May a PBR patrol killed two Viet Cong 

swimmers near Dung leland, On 19 Maya Navy helicopter spotted 

six Viet Gong in black rabber Buita and swim fins off the Thanh 

Phu Secr~t Zone. The helIcopter killed (me of the swimmers prior 

to being driven off by enemy ground fire o 

Later in the month, several unsuccessful sabotage attempts 

were made against USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) while it was 

anchored in the mouth of the Ham Luong near the Thanh Phu Secret 

Zone, On 28 May, when a deck sentry killed a man astride a log 

near the shi~s a small secondary explosion ensue do On 29 May a 

sentry threw a grenade at a man wh~ was Been in the water near 

the forward boat boom. SlIDsequent investigation disclosed that 

the boom had been tampered with, 

On the morning of 30 May " PBR patrol engaged two swimmers 
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near the mouth of the Ham Luong. Four rounds of M-79 grenad'ls were 

fi~ed at the swimmers, who disappeared. 

10:1 •• ' 
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COASTAL SURVEILLANGE ?ORCE (TASK FORCE 112.2 

In May the unit composition of the Coastal Surveillance Fo,",," 

underwent a number of changes, 

Early in the month the first of the newly-constructed gunboats-­

ASHEVILLE (PG 84) an~ GALLUP (PG 85)--arrived and began MARKET TIME 

patrols, In mid-May the first three 311-Class, high-endurance Coast 

Guard cutters-BARATARIA (WHEe 381)., BERING STRAIT (WHEC 382) and 

GRESHAM (WHEC 387 )--chopped to CTF li5 as I'.ARKET TIME replacements 

for SEVENTH Fleet DERs o 

On 1) May, the Vietnamese Navy's PCE 08 relieved USS LUCID 

(MSO 4,8) of MARKET TIME duties in the First Coastal Zone ann 

remained on station until the 2~th 0 On 17 May, the VNN 0 s PCE 12 

relie'Fed USS GANNET ',MSC 290) In the Second Coastal Zone and con­

ducted MARKET TIME patrols th'-'):lgh the end of the month, 

GANNET proceeded to ~he Fourt-l~ Riverine Area for special patrol 

duties
Q 

LUCID._ meanwhile ,1 pro~eeded to Danang for special mine­

sweep~ng duty occasioned by the sapper threat to Danang's harbor 

and bayo 

OPERATION MARKET TIME 

In May MARKET TUE Ull'.ts detected almost 115,000 junks and 

sampans.9 over cz:e-·thi.rd of these were inspected and over one-fourth 

were boardedo The boardings resulted in the detention of over 100 

junks and nearly 1,,00 ~lspeotso In addition, MARKET TIME unit. 

detected over 700 st-p.61·Thuiled craft during the month; over one­

third of these were Inspected or boarded o 

12 CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE OPERATIONS 

May 1967 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

The month's MARKET TIME activity also included participation 

in eight groWld operations, 20 gunfire support missions, 50 hostile 

fire incidents, 12 evasion incidents and six search and rescue 

mis =2.l')ns. 

HARKET TIME Swift boats and Coast Guard cutters provided 

exfiltration patrols and g>nfire support. for four operations 1n 

each of the first two coastal zones. In tr,e First Coastal Zone, 

support for a combined U.S. Anny/R.O.K. Marine operation condt.ctect 

60 miles southeast of Danang from 5 to 13 May resulted in one Viet 

Cong killed by patrol units. Operation BEAU CHARGER, conducted 

from 19 through 26 May just south of the Demilitarized Zo""" 

resulted in three Viet Cong suspects captured, and one junk 

destroyed and two d~ged. 

In the Second Coastal Zone, Swift boats and Coast Guard cutters 

conducted exfiltration patrols for four U.S. Army operations on 8, 

9, 13 and 24 May. The patrols were conducted along 20 miles of the 

coastline in tl1e northern pa.rt of the Zone ani resulted, respectively, 

in the detention of 20 junks and 150 persons, four junks and 16 

persons~ eight so.mpans and 49 persons, and 6h junks and sampans and 

324 persons. 

May's 50 hostile fire incident s accounted for eigh t sampans 

and six structures destroyed and three Viet Cong suspects captured. 

On the afternoon of the 14th PCF 99 received hostile fire from the 

beach, 67 miles eoutheaBt of Danang, while broadcasting a "psywar" 

appeal. PCFs 19, 75 and 76 joined PCF 99 and returned the fire. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Throe sailon and on. U.S. Marine were wounded during the engag .... ent. 

The ... onth' s 20 gunfire support missions resulted in two junklS 

and nine sampans destroyed, 11 samparuo damaged and one captured, 18 

structures destroyed and 12 damaged, and 28 t.lnkers destroyed arvi 

13 damaged. In addition, three secondary explosions and 11 secondary 

fires were observed o 

Three Viet Cong were captured and six were killed (probables) 

"s a result of May's 12 evasion incidents. Also, four junks and 

two sampans were dest.royed, two junks were damaged, and two basket 

boats were destroyed and three captured o 

Two of the month's six SAR missions involved Marine CH-46 

helicopters which crashed 31 and 18 miles southeast of Danang. 

Nine of the 17 pe rsons aboard were rescued in the first incident; 

the bodiee of the cr~ were recovered in the second incident. In 

a third aircraft incident involving MARKET TIME units, one cre~n 

was rescued from a Navy US-2C which crashed six miles east. of An 

Thai; the bodies of the other two crew~n were recovered during 

subsequent salvage operations o 

On 9 May, PCF 37 and USS KOINER (DER 3:31) assisted the U.S. 

tug OJCEOLA which had run aground 45 miles east of Vung Tau. The 

Swift remained on the scene until salvage tugs arrived. On 22 May 

peF 16 found a drifting junk containing two adults and a boy, 16 

miles southeast of Danang. The junk's occupants stated that they 

had been adrift for two weeks. The PCF towed the junk to the 

Coastal Group 16 base near Quang Ngai, 

*** 
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l','ERA1'ION STABLE OOOR 

In May STABLE DOOR wIlt"~ detected over 75,000 junks aId 

sampans; ever 15.,000 of the". were inspected, Both figures more 

than doubled any previous mOi,th's total since STABIE DOOR operaticns 

began in November 1']66, In addition, nearly 8,000 craft were 

boarded in May; 38 of these werd detained together with almost 400 

suspects" 

On 9 May, harbor defense LCPL. and MARKET TIME peFs rescued a 

number of Vietnamese c:~ vilicms fl'""Jl Qui Nhon ~ s inner harbor 

following a Viet Cong nort.ar.ttack . .'0 the port facilities. The 

mortars struck fuel pUI:l.pS in the h3..rb~':r and caused extensive 

cta .... geo 

During the month, the fi.rst four 4.';-foot harbor patrol picket 

boats arrived in count cy and were assigned to Inshore Undersea 

Warfare Uni.t 1 at Vung Tau. In addition" IlIWU 4 at Nha Trang 

received two more Skimnerso 

In May IlJWU 1 detained :IS junk. and :.8:2 persons; IUWU 2 at 

Cam Ranh Bay detained one junk and 40 penon.; IUWU 3 at Qui Nhon 

detained two junks and 84 persons; and IUW) 4 detained 83 persons. 

"***"* 
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE (TASK FORCE 1172 

On 15 May, the Riverine Assault Force experienced He first 

maj or contact with the Viet Cong when e1 ements of Task Group 117.2 \ 

engaged enemy units ann .. d with heavy automatic weapollll and recoil- '. 

less rifles 15 miles west of My Tho. 

1ni tial contact occurred at 0815 while the monitor and four 

ATCs of Task Element 117.2.1.2 were proceeding to -"lozking stations 

along Tra Tan Creek after ha',ing landed U.S. troops partiCipating 

i" Operation HOP TAC XVIII, a multi-battalion search and destroy 

mldsion involving the Second Erigade, ,INTH Infantry Division. 

The enemy opened fire on the riverine craft. wi. th small arms, then 

",truck ATC 92-6 with a round of 57-1,,,,,. recoilless-rifle fire. 

Tl,e craft's special bar-and-plate armor checked the round'. impact 

and helped avert serious st.ructural damage" The enemy fire was 

subsequently suppressed and the task element continued nort,h along 

the waterway. 

At 1300, du~ng a southbound sweep of Tra Tan, the element 

was attacked again by Viet Cong forces. A round of recoilless-

rifle fire hit ATC 92-6, wounding three cre.>nen and the snbarKed 

river division commander. Two other ATCs and a CCB were also hit 

by recoilless-rifle rounds, but sustained no personnel casualties 

or material damage. 

An hour later Monitor 91-2 took one of the recoilles~-rifle 

positions under fire, killing one Viet Congo At the same time four 

of the monitor 3 s crewmen 'Were -wunded by small-arms fire. The 
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riverine aE5ault units then withdrew from the area Wile air strikes 

were delivered agains. the enemy 5i tes. 

About 1630, in the same general area, Task Element 117.2.1.4 

(tlu-ee ATCs) killed three Viet Cong before aircraft moved in to 

launch sk.l kes against the withdrawing Viet Cong. 

The encoun~ers on IS May were the major incidents between 

riverine assault units and the ene"Y during tho month. On several 

other occasions units engaged in trocp--1ifts biocking or patrol 

opera·oions exchanged fire with thA ~nemy in the My Tho-Dong Tmn 

area., Most of these incidents involved. small-arms fire. Howdver, 

on 10 May thr~e ~TCs were hit by thJ:ee rounds of 82-DIDI o caliber 

Ill11lbO!."Oi tivn (probably B-40 rockets) ~ll the Xang Canal, just south 

of tho Long !linh Eridge. Thre Viet Cong were killed by the ATCs' 

return fire, which also triggered , ~econdary explosion. Although 

the damage to the assault craft was relatively minor, it was found 

that 82-mm. caliber ammu~'tion was capable of penetrating the ATC's 

armor., 

In the Rung Sat Special Zone, Task Group 117.1 continued t~ ... 
support Operation SPEARHEAD I until its termination on 11 May. f:", 

operation accounted for 13 Viet Cong killed, six more probably 

killed, and four captured. 

During j,~e remainder of th~ ",onth Task Force 117 units in the 

J:~~SZ- coruucted advanced training exercises s security patrols and 

interdiction operations. In addition, periodic landing operations 

iI, the RSSZ were conducted with troops lUted from Dong Tam IJY 
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Task Group 117.2 units. 

On 2 May, with the arrival. of USS COLLETON (APB )6), the 

Mobile Riverine Base was complete, and plans 'Iere formulated to 

move the MRB to Dong Tam in early June. By the end of Mq aJ.l 

LCM conversions, except for two command/control boats and four --_._------ , 

monitors, had arrived ~!l country...o,... The a.1'r remaining cratt w~~ 

expected to am ve in Jun,ll...~ 
..... 

X .... If. 
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u.s. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY. DANANG 

During lIay the Cua Viet-the major supply route to Dong Ha 

from the South China Sea-was the scene of several mining incidents. 

On 9 May the U.S. Amy dredge HYDE was mined while operating in 

the Cua Viet entrance channeL 'HYDE was repaired and hack in 

operation wi thin 24 hours. 

A sec0nd incident occurred on 15 May when NAVSUPPACT Danang'a 

YFU 59 was mined while anchored near the LCM/LCU ramp at Dong Ra. 

The damaged craft subsequent ly returned to Danang and was drydocked 

for repairs. On 18 May, on the basis of intelligence received from 

local fishermen, a controlled mine containing 350 pounds of '!'NT and 

ten pounds of plastic explosives was found in the Cua Viet by Navy 

divers" 

As a result of the ominous enemy actlvity, NAVSUPPACT insti­

tuted additional security measures" An LCPL and four divers l."ere 

assigned to Dong Ha to augment the harbor and river security forces. 

At Dan,mg the number of harbor patrol craft operating at night was 

increased from five to seven, and the Viet!lamese lir\ison personnel 

aboard the craft were augmented by Vietnamese national policemen. 

Also, a floating-barrel fence was positioned around the APLs and 

the small boat basin to provide a barrier against swinmerso 

During the month Danangharbor patrol craft apprehended a 

total. of 70 sampans and junks for curfew, identification-card and 

res~ricted-area violations" On one occasion bubbles were observed 

in the water near the NAVSUPPACT boat house. A junk nearby was 
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boarded and found to contain two diving masks. However, an under­

water search of the area produced negative results. 

On another occasion~ a patrol craft sighted an object in the 

water with strings attachedo ~hen a hand grenade was thrown near 

the object, a secondary explosion ensued. The incident took place 

approximately 200 yards from the barricade near the APLs. 

Despite the sapper activity, the high level of cargo operations 

occasioned by the accelerated tempo of combat operations ill I Corps 

was sustained throughout the month. 

In the Cua Viet LCM-8. and Y! 'Je conLmued to shuttle between 

the 1ST ramp and the LCM/LCU ramp at Dong Ha, transporting approx­

imately 900 short tons of cargo and 40,000 gallons of POL daily. 

A total of 25,670 short tons of cargo was processed at Dong Ha in 

May. 

At the port of Danang th6 volume of cargo back-loaded for 

transshippment to other ports-69 .• 853 short tons-was the highest 

monthly total to date. The month's throughput for Danang was 

almost 200,000 short tons. The combined throughput for all I 

Corps ports was almost 300,000 short tons. 

At 0110 on 13 Hay, the NAVSUPPACT Detachment canpound near Chu 

Lai and the adjacent compound of Naval Mobile Construction Battal­

ion 8 were attacked by a Viet Cong force using 57-mmo rl9cl)i.l~_ess 

rifles and 82-mma mortarso One Seabee was killed in the P~tack; 

eight other Navymen and two Japanese nationals ~re wounded g 

At the Bame time two USNS ships beached at the 1ST ramp were 
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hit by 57-mmo recoilless-rifle fire, resulting in e~en8ive damage 

to both shipso No major damage was sustained by the compound 

areas" 

During the month theN was continued prc'gress in clearing the 

Cua Viet approaches tu Dong Hao On 29 May, dredging of the Cua 

Viet entrance channel as well as the turning basln by the IST ramp 

was completed.. Meanwhile, action was initiated to procure the 

services of the suction dredge THUBON for the removal of two sam­

bars which, during periods of low water, impede craft transiting 

from the IST ramp to Dong Hao The sandbars presented the only 

remaining natural obstacles to the unrestri~ted transit of the Gua 

Viet by lighterageo 

On 31 May Naval Support Activity personnel strength (including 

APL strength) was 7,9630 That same day the number of United States 

and other Free v·lorkl llilitary Assistance Force persormel supported 

by NAVSUPf,\CT Danang reached 130,8000 

*****.* 
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U.So NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY~IGON 

On two occasions in May the efforts of NAVSUPPACT detachment 

personnel at Nha Be helped avert major d.! ~a~terso 

On 3 May a 6o-foot junk berthed at the Esso fuel pier at the 

Nha Be tank farm caught fireo The junk, loaded with sixty 50-­

gallon drums of gasoline and forty 55-gallon drums of other 

inflannnables, was set addft by its crew am subsequently became 

wedged between the pilings of a highway bridge, threatening the 

bridge and a heavily·-populated marketplace and housing area nearby. 

The detachment's fireboat, unable to extinguish the intense 

fire, towed the burning junk to an uninhabited rice-paddy area 

three-fourths of a mile away and pushed it against the river banko 

As the fireboat turned clear the junk exploded, hurtling drums as 

much as 100 yards awayo There were no injuries to the fireboat's 

crew; three members of the junk's crew were hospitalized for burnso 

On 11 May the Philippine tanker MARlKADO caught fire while 

berthed near the Nha Be tank farm. The tanker had approximately 

10,000 gallons of JP-4 fuel on board. The Nha Be detachment's 

LCM, assisted by PIlFi.s, towed the burning vessel away from the pier 

to prevent the fire from spreading to the POL storage area~ After 

almost nine hours of sustained effort, the fire was extinguishedo 

Four det.3.~hment personnel were blown into the water by one of 

Bever~~ minor explosions which erupted from the conflagrationo 

None of the men suffered serious injuries 0 

On the night of the 7th, Can Tho detachment personnel were 
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also called upon to assist in fighting fires after the Binh Thuy 

Air Base was shelled by Viet Cong using mortars and recoilless 

rifles., The enemy attack destroyed a number of structures and 

aircraft and started numerous fireso Fifty Can Tho detachment 

personnel joined with UoS. and Vietnamese Air Force personnel in 

evacuating aircraft and equiflllent and in bringing the fires under 

controlo 

During May the construction of interim and permanent facili-

ties at GA~IE ,!ARDEN and MARKET TIME bases continued to progress 

satisfactorily., 

At Cam Ranh Bay, the installation and wiring of a lOO-kilowatt 

generator and an electrical distribution system were completed at 

the Naval Air Facilityo Construction of an ordnance storage area 

was begun. 

At Dong Tam further improvements were made to the repair 

facilities~ boat wharves and the sewer system., At the end of the 

month, preparations were being made for th9 construction of 

additional messing and berthing facilities. The facilities would 

eventually accommodate a total of 750 personnel., 

On 1 V.ay USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (1ST 1126) was placed under the 

operational control of NAVSUPPACT Saigon and began coastal and 

Delta resupply operations. On 7 May YFG 890 completed outfitting 

and made its first supply run to the Delta. 

The ships and craft of NAVSUPPACT transported a total of 

1,976 short tons of cargo during the month. Meanwhile, the 
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NAVSUPPACT aviation section (Air Cafat) transported 2,906 

passengers and 150.5 short tons of cargo. 

On 31 May the number of personnel assigned to NAVSUPPACT 

Saigon was 1,870. The number of personnel provided logistic 

support by NAVSUPPACT headquarters in Saigon and its 11 detach­

ments stood at 5,700 at monthjs end o 

iBBHDU: 
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE 

In May the number of Seabee casualties increased markedly. 

Most of the injuries occurred on 8 May, 2,000 yards from the 

Denulitarized ZODe, when 13 men of a 23-man MCB-4 detachment were 

wounded by enemy forces 8.ttemptirg to overrun a Special Forces 

camp at Con Thien which the Seabees had been building. 

In addition, MCB-8 's camp at Rosemary Point in Chu Lai was 

struck by seven mortar rOlmds on 12 May, which killed one Seabee 

and wounded five others. On 10 May, south of Danang, two men from 

MCB-4 were injured when their truck hit a mine o 

On 5 May the number of Seabee battalions in country increased 

to ten with the arrival at Phu Bai of an advance detachment from 

MCB-3. The detachment limnediately began constructing base facili­

ties for the battalion in the G;a Le Combat Camp, fi va miles north­

west of the Phu Bai airstripo 

By the end of the month the detachment had completed 70 per 

cent of the facilitieso In addition, work was begun on a Marine 

air group cantonment at the Phu Bai airstrip and a parking apron 

and hangar site for the VoSo Army's 131st Aviation Company. 

Meanwhile, MCB-l completed three 50-foot-high observation 

towers for Marines in the Dia Lac area, as well as a bOO-foot 

timber bridge. And, in the Delta, a 64-man detachment from the 

battalion began constructing addit~onal cantonments at Dong Tamo 

MCB-4 '. "Liberty Bridge" project (which will span the Thu Bon 

River) was bolstered in May by the addition of a second crew. At 
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month's end the bridge was 20 per cent complete. 

At Chu Lai, members of MCB-S and MCB-71 built a helicopter 

facility for the U.S. Army's Task Force Oregon in 15 days. In 

addition, MCB-S's persor~el also completed a water and sewer 

system, a fire station and an electrical distribution system for 

the area's Naval Support Activity detachment. 

At Dong Ha, /;CB-ll began work on a cantonment. for the 

Marines~ Force Logistic Support Unit} and constructed a complex 

consisting of 16 Butler buildings for the THIRD Marine Division o 

At the same time, a 75-man detachment from the battalion was 

deployed to Khe Sanh to rebuild the airfield. 

At Danang, I1CB-58 completed several buildings for the 

iietnamese Armyls Balst Ordnance Platoon~ The battalion also 

built COIIDnunication centers fer the FillST Marine Division and the 

Marine Force Logistic Ccmrrnand" 

At Danang East, I1CB-13J extended the ARVN POW compound near 

Marble Mountain to handle an additional 500 prisoners. The 

battalion also built an 1ST pier near III MAF's headquarters, and 

started construction of a major ammunition storago area for the 

Vietnamese Air For~e~ 

Major proje-ots completed by MCB-62 in the Phu Bai area during 

May included an addition to the 131st Aviation Company cantonment, 

and the completion of galleys (each one able to accommodate 250 

men) for the Third Medical Battalion and the Third Motor Transport. 

Battalion. HCB-62 also improved the 1ST/LCU ramp at Hue and, 

30 CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

together ldth MCB-3. started rel"ir work on Route 1 bet.ween Phu 

Bai and Hue. 

1000001: 
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.£Q!!!!UNICATIONS 

The COMNAVFORV communications center pr~cessed 95,280 messages 

in May, the highest one-month total to date o The figure represented 

an increase of 6j 965 messages over April's traffjc .. 

During the month the eqllipnent installation phase of PROJECT 

SEARCHLIGHT was begun at Nha Be, where it was scheduled to be 

completed by 15 Juneo The p"oject (the basic requirements for 

which were developed by a survey c~~pleted in 1966) is designed to 

improve the communications facilities at COMNAVFORV headquarters 

and at GAHE \(ARDEN bases and the Coastal Surveillance Centerso 

Essentially the project entails pro:urement g installation and 

testing of t,h~ components reqUITed to upgrade voice and teletype 

communicationso After the installation at Nha Be is complete a 

similar phase will begin at My Tho, th~: CycJ..6 mIl continue else­

where ~~ electronic materials become available .. 

In Project BOVILlNE at Cam Ranh Bay, the installation of 

electronic equipment at the new communications center \<la5 77 per 

cent complete; at the transmitter ani receiver sites the percent­

age of electronic installation exceeded 85 per cento Meanwhile, 

the c,0nstruction phase was more than 90 per cent complete at each 

of the siteso 

In Froject SEA ANCHOR at Danang j construction work on the new 

comm,mications center and the transmitter and rec.eiver sites was 

80 per cent completeo In addition, the power supply was 95 per 

cent COOlplete in the communications center and 90 per cent complete 
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at the receiver and transmitter s;.tes. The installation of air 

conditioning ..... s 80 pt;r cent complete at all three sites. 

On 26 May the edablishment of a landline teletype circuit 

between the Naval Air Facility and the Naval Communications Station, 

Cam Ranh Bay ended the need for Air Transportable Communications 

;'nit lOOA. The lollo>ring day the Unit returned to the Naval 

Communications 0tation, Philippines 6 
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ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND 

On 10 May Adnriral Willard J. SMITH, USCG, Commandant of the 

U.S. Coast Guard, arrived in An Thoi to begin a three-day tour of 

Navy am Coast Guard facilities in South Vietnam. Among the areas 

visited by Admiral SMllH were Binh Thuy, Saigon, Vung Tau, Cat 1.0, 

Cam Ranh Bay and Danang. 

On l2 May, Vice Adnriral John J. HYLAND, USN, Commamer U.S. 

SEVENTH neet, visited the headquarters of Cornmamer River Patrol 

Force (CTF 116) at Binh Thuy. Vice Admiral HYLAND participated in 

a PBR patrol and observed certain phases of GAME WARDEN operations. 

On 20 May, Admiral Ulysses S. G::-ant SHARP, USN, Commander in 

Chief, Pacific, arrived in Saigon to confer with CO.ruSMACV. In 

the cour~e of his visit Adnriral SHARP was briefed by key officers 

of COMNAVFORV'e staff, and visited Chu Lai and Danang. 

*****" 
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MILITARY CIVIC ACTION AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 

During May psychological operations conducted by U.S. and 

Vietnamese naval personnel continued to produce encouraging 

results .. 

In the First Coastal Zone the efforts of Coastal Group 14 

resulted in four Viet Cong, including an assistant village leader, 

returning to government jurisdiction on 18 Mayo With help from 

the Zonels U .. 3" Navy IIpsyOpSll officer, the Vietnamese took photo­

graphs of the returnees (Hoi Chanhs), obtained written statements, 

and had both imprinted on leaflets. In addition, interviews with 

the Hoi Chanhs were taped for broadcast purposes" During the next 

six days IOC,OOC of the leaflets were dropped throughout the area, 

and the former village leader made personal loudspeaker appeals 

from a Vietnamese Navy junk. As a result, three more Viet Cong 

rallied. All of the Hoi Chanhs proved cooperative and reported 

that other Viet Cong were close to defection .. 

In the Second Coastal Zone, loudspeaker missions conducted by 

Swift boats and junks in the Hon Heo Secret Zone resulted in two 

ralliers. In the Mekong Delta, a PBR patrol playing a taped 

message in a known hostile area in the Bassac River ~5 taken 

under fire from three positions on Tan Dinh Island. The PBRs 

suppressed the fire ani continued the mission, att:'acting a large 

crowd in the May Island area, a known enemy crossing route. At 

one point, a sampan was rowed out from the bank and its occupants 

thanked the patrol personnel for the broadcast and informed them 
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that PBRs had killed too Viet Cong and wounded five others during 

a fire fight in the a:rea the previous week. 

Elsewhere in the Delta five Viet Cong rallied to PBRs in May, 

using the special USN-VNN amnesty leaflets first distributed in 

March. 

In the Rung Sat Special Zone two ralliers, one of whom claimed 

to be a fO~hr Viet Cong platoon leader, turned in a .45 caliber 

machine gun and led Regional Force troops to an enemy camp. Fol­

lowing a brief fire fight with a Viet Cong platoon, the troops 

capture, { a machine gun, two mortars, two carbines and a large 

quantity of aL1JD.unition. 
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SPECIAL HANILING REQUIRED 
NOT RELEASABLE 'IO 
FOREIGN NATIONALS 

NAVAL ADVISOK( GROUP 

VIETNAMESE NAVY 

The personnel atrenght of the Vietnamese Navy on 31 May was 

15,998 officers and anlisted meno The number of personnel dis-

charged during the month as deserters and the number of unauthor-

ized absentees was 35 and 314, respectively; the figures represen-

ted a continuing decline in both categorieso 

In May~ for the first time sinCe an independent gpvernment 

was established in South Vletnamjl a River Assault Group was 

acti vated outside of the Delta and surrounding regiono The new 

group, comprising six craft~ was established at the Coastal Group 

l/. base at Thua Thien} northeast of Hue o The primary mission of 

the RAG was to support ARVN FIRST Di vi aion search and destroy 

operations around the inland bays and rivers of the First Naval 

Zone o 

On 11 May Patrol Motor Gunboats 616 and 618 were made available 

for assignment to the Fleet Commando Of the four new PGMs which 

arrived in April, these were the first to complete underway training. 

The formal transfer of ownership of the craft from the U.S. Navy to 

the Vietnamese Navy was expected to be completed in June. 

Operations 

In May the Fleet COIll!nand maintained 12 ships on stations along 

the coast, four ship3 on river patrol and one ship on convoy-escort 
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duty between Vung Tau and Tan Chau, The missions of the ships 

included MARKET TIME patrols, escort patrols, gunfire support, 

and psychological ", ... rfare operetions. During the month the ships 

fired 32 gunfire support missions, searched 939 junks and 4,377 

persons, and detained four junks and 17 suspects, 

On 15 May peE 08 relieved USS LUCID (MSO 458) on MARKET TIME 

patrol in the First Naval Zone, and on 17 May PCE 12 relieved USS 

GAIDlET (MSC 230) in the Second liaval Zone, Each PCE remained on 

station for 14 days constituttng the most significant integration 

of the VNN Fleet Conunand f'nd USN Coastal Surveillancf' !"oree to date .. 

During tl~e month Vietnamese Coastal. Force unite searc"ed over 

20,000 junks and over 80,000 persons, Thirty-thl<ee junks and 624 

suspects were detainedo On a dai ly a·~·erdge, 54 per cent of the 

force was employed on patrolo 

In a "psywarll mission conducted on 9 May Coastal Groups 32.» 

33, 34 and 37 .• together with L311 327, L3M 404 and PCF 35 landed 

two companies of Regional Force troops and four landing parties of 

Coa stal Group sailors 24 miles southwest of Vung Tau. Once the 

area was secured, VNN medical personnel provided treatment for 

apprcximately 80 villagers, 

At 2350 on 22 May, a sampan manned by Coastal Group 13 

personnel and U,S, advisors encountered two er.cmy craft on Cau Hal 

Bay, 28 miles northwest of IJar ... ..ngo The resulting 15-minute fire 

fight left 19 North Vietnamese and Viet Cong dead. Four more were 
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probably killed, and one Viet Cong was captured. In addition, two 

carbines, a.nrnunition and pereonal papers were seizedo There were 

no friendly casual ties. 

During the month the River Assault Groups conduct"d two 

operations in the Third Riverine Area, crix in the Rung Sa" Special 

Zone, eight in the Fourth Riverine Area and one in the First Naval 

Zone. The RAG units "lso conducted escort duty, river patrols, ba 

base defense and psychological warfare missions. With a daily 

average employment of 70 per cent, of the force, the RAGs searched 

1,827 junks and 4,881 persons, and detained two junks and 11 

suspectso 

On 17 V.e.y., in the First Naval Zone, the new River Assault Group 

participated in its first operation, code-named TIEN SHA 1. The 

one-day operation included the transportation and support of a two-

platoon Vietnamese Army and Security Group force deployed near 

Tien Sha Mountain, wes::' of Danango 

On 5 May four craft from RAGs 25 and 39 conducted a psychological 

warfare mission near Long Phu, 34 miles southeast of Can Tho" 

Accompanying medi cal personnel treated 200 persons while the RAG 

sailors distributed gifts to 400 families. 

On the same day a three-day operation, DUCK PIN, ..as begun 

along the Vam Co Dong River 15 miles southwest of Saigon. Conducted 

by units of the U.S. Army 199th Light Infantry Brigade and craft 

from RAGs 24 and 28, the operation resulted in the detention of 
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five Viet Cong suspects. In addition, large quantities of medicine 

and medical 51ppliesa explosives, and documents were seized; and 

several btu,~ers and foxholes and three emplaced 57~o recoiless 

rifle s were destroyed. 

During May the Vietnwnese Navy conducted 19 logistical 

support missions, transporting 3,270 tons of cargo and 2,423 

personneL LSMs carried 47 per cent of the cargo and 81 per cent 

of the personnel; 1STs carried 47 per cent of the cargo an:! 19 

per cent of the persormel; and LeUs carried 6 per cent of the cargo .. 

*** 
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS 

In May Brigade ForCe A. consisting of a headquarters, the 4th 

and 5th Marine Battalions, and Battery B of the Artillery Battalion, 

oontinued operations begun in April in the Bong Son area of the II 

Corps Tac tical Zone. Light contac t was made with thp. enemy through 

the month and resulted in 27 Viet Cong and North Vietnamese killed, 

14 captured and 174 suspects detained. The Marines suffered 14 

kllled and 33 wounded. 

Brigade Force B, composed of a headquartere, the 1st and 3rd 

Battalions, and Battery C of the Artillery Battalion, was activated 

on 24 May and transported by road convoy from Saigon to the Can 

Tho area~ The Force operated as a reaction and search unit under 

the control of the NINTH and 22nd ARVN DivisioM until 31 May when 

it was returned to Saigon. Two Viet Cong were idlled and six 
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suspects were detained during this period; seven Marines were 

wounded, 

The 1st Battalion and Artillery Battery A had conducted water-

way seeun ty and search and destroy operations in the Rung Sat 

Special Zone until II May when the 1st Bactalion was relieved by 

the 6tho Two Marines were killed and two were wounded during the 

operations, Jixth Battalion ot=€ ratlons subsequently a~counted for 

one Viet Cong killed and thE destruction of an enemy base camp on 

the 29th< from 19 to 24 May the 1st Battalion maintained security 

in the Capital Mili"tarJ Dlstrict .. operating principally in the Go 

Vap sector north of Salgon~ 

Meanwhile~ the 2nd Battalion continued conducting search and 

destroy missions am civic action projects \orith units of the UoS o 

199th Light Irdantrj' Br'tgade in Operation FAIRFAX in the Nha Be 

Distrlr: to 

The 3rd Battalion remai ned at, its base ,:amp until 11 May when 

it begar. a weEk ::.:f securlty c:rJ.ty on the perimeter of Tan Son Nhut 

Ai!' Base, The battalion "(.her.. r~turned to camp until the 24th". 

:';'1'2 moral.e of tte Vietnamese Marine COrp.3 renained at a high 

level and T.he leadership in all units was considered to be excellent 

throughout the month.. During May the Corps a~counted for 30 enemy 

kllled; l4 captured ... and 180 suspects detained o Sixteen Marines 

were killed and 42 otoers were wounded o 
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APPENDIX I 

USN/VNN/VNMC STATISTICS FOR MAY 1967 

U.S. NAVY , 

MARKET TIME GAME WARDEN STABLE DOOR 
DETECTIONS ll6,176 81,413 
INSPECTIONS 44.,688 26,382 
BOARDINGS 29,210 42,481 
PERSONS DETAINED 1,292 776 
JUNKS DETAINED 106 9 

MARKET TIME Detections of Steel Hulls 
Total Steel Hulls Transiting MARKET TIME Areas 
Dis position of the 728 Steel Hull s' 

Inspe oted or bo arded 289 
Identified as not suspicious 102 
Arrived/departed RVN ports 284 
UnknoWTI 1 not suspicious 53 

76,685 
15,985 

7,970 
378 
38 

1,936 
728 

VI ETNAMESE NAVY: 
SEARCHED DETAINED 

COAST AI.. ror..CE JUNKS----PEOPLE JUNKS PEOPLE 
.-----n:iZ 7,Cf15 27,079 29 469 

II NZ 5 .• 360 19,171 3 144 
~II NZ 6,303 25.,231 ° 7 

IV NZ 2,545 9,348 1 4 

Sub-Totals 21,303 80,829 33 624 

FLllliT COMMAND 
--PATROL SHIPS 93', 4.37'1 4 17 

RIVERINE AR!,:~ 
CRAFT 1,827 4,881 2 II 

TOTALS .24)Ch9 90,087 39 652 

VI~II!.AMJ'SlU".ARINE _~Omz§~ 

TOTALS 
274,274 

87,055 
79,661 
2,446 

153 

VG/NVA: 30 KIA, 14 VC CAPTURED, 180 VC SUSPECTS DETAINED. 

VNMC, :6 KIA, 42 WIA. 
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FOREWORD , 

The month of May was marke-:' by numerous incidents involving 

unden.rater activHy by +lce "nenr.r. In the Mekong Delta at least 

three Viet Cong swimmers were killed during a series of abortive 

attempts to sabotage units of Oper ... tion GAME WARDEN. In the Fir.t 

Coastal Zone " dredge and a lighter were mined in the eua Viet 

approaches to Dong Ha~ 85 miles northwest of Dansng. 

On 15 May and again on the 19th, elements of the Riverine 

Assault Force operating in the Delta experienced their first major 

contact with the V~et Cong" Durin:; t.ht:l encC",'...."1ters~, conducted at 

close range,,) the special annor of the assault craft proved effec= 

tive against Sl"Iflffi o recoilless=rifle fire" Hcrwever.~ 82='IIITlo caliber , 

3If!rlUni tion penetrated th.3 arrr,o=" 

The ur....:t. compos1ticn of Op-srati,on MARKET Tll1E underwent a 

mnnber of changes in May" Two of the newly~constnlcted~ high-

speed gunboats (PGB) ar-ri.v~d for ililty r and "i:.hree high·..,endurance 

Coast Guard cutters (rmECs) arrived as replaCe1!lents for DERs" In 

addit:lon,. two patrol craft of "he Vietnamese Navy operated as 

MARKET TIME ~ts during the second half of the month. 

The continuing f1erce ~empo of combat operations in the I 

Corps Tactical Zone to,..:·k 'lts toll of Seabee'S in Mayas two battalions 

suffered Zi casualtleS o Most of the injurieB occurred on 8 May~ 

2,000 yards from the Demilltanzed Zone 9 when 13 men were wounded 

during an attempt by enemy tl'OOPS to o"lerrun a Speci~l Forces camp 

the Seabees were bu11dlng. 

U NCU\SS\f1Hl 
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Saigon's Naval Support Activity detachment at Nhh Be battled 

two intense POL fires during the month. On 3 May a 6o-foot junk 

loaded with gasoline caught fire and eventually exploded after it 

was towed away from a fuel pier. On 11 May a blaze aboard a 

Philippine tar.ker carrying 10,000 gallons of Jp-4 ruel was finally 

brought under control after almost nine hours of sustained effort 

by detachment personnel o 

In May the Vletnamese Navy activated a River Assault Group 

detachment at the Coastal Group 12 base near Hue, marking the first 

time RAG craft have operated beyond the Delta and surrounding region 

since South Vietnam becarr~ an independent nationo On 11 May. two of 

the four ne .. metor gunboats (PGMs) recently acquired by the '1:1 Navy 

completer! under..-ay traini,ng and were assigned to the Fleet. Commando 

UNC[ASSIFIED 
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CHRONOLOGY 

3 May - GALLUP; a newly-designed patrol gunboat, begins HARKET 
TIME patrol" 0 Sister ship, ASHEVILLE, begins patrols on 
the 12tho po 29" 

_ Support Activity personnel at. Nha Be battle intense fire 
aboaI"i jUnk loaded .nth ga.oline" po 510 

6 - PBR fire triggers a series of suotained secondary 
explosions during an engagement off Con Cee Island, in 
t:he mouth of the Bassac River" p, 120 

8 ~ Thlr-teen Seatees are wounded w-hen enemy troops attempt to 
D7e-r:."''0.n Q. Spec-ial Forces camp at Con Thien., po 57" 

The 61.:,;'. Ba.t.:.alion .. VNMC.~ is activated as a combat unito 
p, gfL 

9 Dredg.<: HYDE 15 nuned in the Cua Viet supply route to 
Dong Ea, po !.j" 

11 - HUNTEROON COUNTY' s 40-mm, fire blows up an anmunition cache 
10 t:r..~ Long Toan Secret Zont <> p~ 1.4 .. 

13 - SEALs ambl..lSh an enerny sapper u.nit on Thai Son Island j in 
!.he. My Tno IC. .... er~, documents dea.ling with sabotage 
actlvltles are selzed" pc 9 .. 

1:; " VNN peE 08 begins MARKET TIME pa tNls in the First 
C()d.stal Zone pp .10 and 740 

" COO", Guard cotters BARHARTA, BERING STRAIT and GRESHAM 
beg:.n rep1.a-:.ing SE\t"'BN'T"H Fleet DERs on coastal patrols. 
p 30, 

_ Rlver:'ric Assault. For-:e units, in first major contact with 
Viet. Cor.g)o engage enemy forces armed with heavy automatic 
weapons and reCOilless rifle5, action occurs 15 miles west 
of Hy ':I:"hQ~ Elghr· U"S., pErsonnel are wounded; four Viet 
('cng a.re killed. po 37 c· 

J...! Fo~ the f:.rst time 81.nCe tile establishment of an independent 
goverro.nent in South Vietnams a River Assault Group detachment 
i3 activated out5~de of the Delta and surrounding regionc p~ 730 

_ VNN peE 12 begins l',ARKE'!' TIME patrols in the Seoorrl Coastal 
Zone, pp~ 30 ani 74" 
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23 May _ MARKET 'riME units supporting Operation BEAU CHARGER 
intercept a group of enemy junks carrying arnlS and 
supplies. p. 23. 

24 - PBR patrol i6 ambushed in the Ham Luong River, six miles 
south of Ben Tre. Four Americans and one Vietnamese 
maritime policeman are killed. p. 5. 

28-29 _ Enemy swimmers try unsuccessfully to sabotage HARNETT 
GOUNTY in the Delta. p. 15. 
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RIVER PATROL FORCE (TASK FORCE 116) 

During May the River Patrol Force inflicted and suffered its 

highest rate of fatalities for any month since Operation GAME WARDEll 

bega". One hum red and oixteen Viet Cong were killed in May; 37 

other Viet Cong were listed as possibly killed. Meanwhile, ene~ 

ftre killed five U.S. Navymen. 

Four of the Americans as well as a Vietnamese maritLme police­

lIBn were killed on the 24th of May when a GAME WARDEll patrol was 

ambushed in the Ham Luong River; the other fivc sailors aboard the 

t>fO PB&! involved were ....,unded. Two days earlier, in the Io:y Tho 

area of the Mekong Delta, a Navy petty officer was killed whll< 

accompanying Vietnamese Popular Force troops am directing PBR gun­

fire support for the mission" 

During the month U.S. Navy SEALs conducted a number of success­

ful. operations in various areas of the DeltaD In one incident, on 

13 May. a SEAL patrol ambushed several members of an enemy sapper 

unit. The ambush resulted in the seizure of document s containing 

valuable intelligence data about Viet Cong sabotage methods---a 

subject of growing com,ern in a month marked by a considerable 

increase in er.1erny swinner activit yo 

One such area of activity was the mouth of the Ham Luong River 

where
j 

on several occaeiOl.9 i enemy swinrnera tried unsuccessfully to 

sabotege USS HARNETT COUW-r (L'3T 821), ore of the GAME WARDEN 

support shipso 

The GAME WARDEN LSTs fired a number of gunfire missions in May, 
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either against targets of opportunity or in response to requestso 

On the evening of 11 May, in the Long Toan Secret Zone, USS HUNTERDON 

COUNTY (LST 838) blew up an amnunition cache by using a night ohser­

va Uon devi ce to spot the fall of shot as 40-mmo fire was "walked" 

up to the targeto 

RUN} SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP 

In May U,ere was no llBjor hostile fire activity i.n the Rung 

Sat Special Zone~ In a series of minor incldenLs GAME WARDEN units 

engaged small graul'S of Viet Cong along enemy lines of communi""U0ns 

and ambush siteso 

On 18 May u helicopter fire team discovered a 50-foot watch­

tower oyer looking the junc.tion of the Lo Ren and Vam Sat riverso 

The helicopters took the tower under fire and }C ... lled its t.wo 

occup3.nts while they were attempting tv flee" That same day, in 

Long An proVlnce 1 Nav7 helicopters supporting the Vietnamese Army~s 

46th Regtroent in operations southwest of Can Giouc killed at least 

five,. and possibly ten more" Viet Gong" Two Navy pilots were 

slight::"y wounded dUrJ..ng t-he engagement" 

On th~ night of 25 Maya PBR patrol in the central Soirap River 

rece:;..ved abou! 30 I'O'...:..nds of automatic-weapons fire from a sampan 

near the no::-th banko The pg.trol returned t..1.e fire arrl was joined 

by d. hel..lx,p1:.er fir~ team." 'Whi(h Qiscovered and destroyed 16 sampans 

and two hilts in the area" In add_l tj ons fire from the helicopters 

triggered one secondary eXpl.C6.:.ono There were no UoS" "'~asu.<'l1t.ie8o 

The extent of ·~-he enr;;m;y 5 c.asual tles was undetennlned" 

"""* 
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RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE OPERATIONS 

LEGEND, 
A " Watchtower -, 18 May 
B - PBRs,IBelos - 25 Hay 
C ,- See Delta chart (po 10) for location 

of 18 !lay helicopter SCALE I 
inc:"dent" 

4 

o 5 
Nautical Miles 
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DELTA RIVER PATROL GROuP 

Ope I'l tions in the Ham Luong River 

o.,ring May most of the acti vi ty in the Ham Luong River occurred 

near eu Lao Oc., a long, narrow island four miles south of Ben Treo 

On 19 May a PBR patrol intercepted a sampan near the southern 

t.ip ·.)f eu Lao OCo When t.he sampan attempted to eyade after warning 

shots were fired., the patrol t.ook the. c:: raft under fire (I The sampan 

and enemy pOed tions on the r-i yer ba.."lk then opened up on the patrol 

wiJ',h autorratlc weapons" The PBRs ~ return N.ra suppressed the bank 

empla~ements and triggered two secondary explosions in the sampan., 

Subsequ.ent intelligence reports indicated that four of the enemy 

were k1-11ed;< inclu:ting a deputy comp3.ny corrmander of tile Viet Cong's 

m3.1n-fQrCE 261st Batta,Liono In addition, a company comnarxler and 

SlX ot.,he r Viet Cong were wourrled during the engagement 0 

On 24 Hay tho Officer in Charge, River Patrol Section 531, 

thxee PER c,rewmen a..id a V5_etnamese rraritime policema..n were killed 

by 1nt..e,nse f:Eemy f:ire from the north bank of the Ham Luong~ six 

miles south of Ben Trer F~ve other UoSo sailors were wounded 

durl ng the action o 

Tr,e rl,oer p>trol, composed of PBRs 101 and 106, was attacked 

by a.utoma+:.i :-weapons fire f:-om several Viet Cong positions along 

the bank, The leadlng boat, PBR 101, returned the fire an:! was 

almost 1Jlr.lediately hit fo!Ward by a round of 57-mm, recoilless­

rifle fire, The burst kE1ed the patrol officer, LT C. Do WITT, 

USN, the fOl~ard gunner, Fir~ To F. LEAZER, USN, and the boat 
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Z4 MAY INCIDENT IN THE HAM LUONG RIVER 

LEGEND: 

0- PBRs 

x - Viet Cong automatic­
weapons positions 

o _ Viet Cong recoilless­
rifle posi tiona 

\ 
BEN TRE - 3~ MILES 

Ham Luong River 

SCALE: 

o 1 

Nautical Mile 
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captain, El.ec~ronics Technician SecoIXl Class R. L. CASTIEBERRY, USN. 

Homents lat.er, machine-gun fire kille<i the midships gunner, Seanan 

K. O. QcmN, USN, as the PBR veered toward the bank out of oontrol. 

The PBR"s sole survivor, Seaman K. J. DEVLIN, USN, was woo.nded 

but managed to bri'lg the stricken boat urxler control and turn clear 

of the range of fire. 

PBR 106 covered lO1"s withdrawal arxl launched a high-speed run 

against the enenv pos~tions. During the ensuing heavy exchange of 

fire, a 57-maL round .truck the boat"s vertical armor, killing a 

Vietnamese, National Maritime Policeman Troung Houng CHAU, and 

seriously wounding the boat captain arxl the after gunner. In 

addition, the round's =pact disabled the boat's port engine. The 

PBR continued the engage ... nt, weaving and delivering a high volume 

of fire at the stretch of enemy site. until the PBR' s supply of 

amnunition wa,'3, nearly €xMustedo 

Shortly thereafter a PBR patrol from an adjacent area rend~z­

voused with PBRs 101 and 106 and escorted them to Ben Tre. As a 

resui>, of the action, PBR 101' s radar and forward gun moun'- were 

destroyed, and PER 106 sustained extensive damage to its engines 

8.nd hulL Intelligence reports later indicated that the fire from 

the PERs arxl subseqlOent air strikes killed at least 19 Viet Cong 

arxl wounded 36 others. 

On 31 May, in the same area, Navy helicopters acting on 

intelligence reports disrupted an enemy attempt to set up an amwsh. 

During the air strikes, fire from th6 helicopters killed seven Viet 
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Cong and destroyed tm enemy structures. 

On 6 May, to meet the threat posed by the presence of almost 

3,000 !Min-force Viet Cong troops in Kien Hoa province, the cOIIlJlB,nder 

of the Delta River Patrol Group redeployed certain forces (Operation 

OVl'RLOAD) l.n an effort to interdict enemy lines of conmunications 

wi thin the provinc.e and from adjacent provinces.. Units were moved 

from the uV)"r rivers to provide patrol density in the ~ Tho, 

Bassac and !larr : ... uong ri vers.~ and to pave the way for inrursions into 

the Ba Lai,. a narrow river running between the 3a Tri and Bin.1, lJa.i 

areas of Kien Hoa province. On 25 May HARNETT COUNTY, with River 

Patrol Section 513 and Detachment 4 of Light Helicoptel' Attack 

Squadnon THREE (HA(L)3) embal'ked, anchored in the mouth of the Ham 

Luong and began 8t"1.r.fei llane-e opera tiona in the lower reache s of the 

river Q 

Du.-:ing the latter part of the month helicopters con:luct~ 

patrols along the Ba Lai (where a 21,-hour curfew had been placed 

in effect) killed 22 Viet, ConI'" dest,rayed 25 sampans and 18 

structures ... damaged fOl ... r s.a.mpans and five st:ructures~ and triggered 

three secondary explO5.l0llS .. 

Ql;era tione :cn the Mekong.i& Tho) Ri vee 

Dunr.g lotay therl3 was an tncreB,se in the number of hostile fire 

and .-mS10r.. lnOld e"ts a1-: ng the My Tho stretch of the Mekong River. 

On 10 May PERs wLerdl~ ted a crossinb by three Viet Cong in a 

sampan tllree mi.ies east of Cai Be" The three men look to the water 

·opon being hailed and ewam ashore; from the beach they opened fire 
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on the patrol with small anns. The PBRs' return fir .. lc1lled one 

man and wounded another, who managed to escape. The third Viet 

Gong was captured and delivered to ilie Vietnamese authorities at 

My The for interroga tio n. 

At 0515 on 13 May, a four-man SEAL patroJ. was landed on Thoi 

Son Island to set up a ffl!stening paste\' ~a:!:" the hruse of a 

s~pected Viet Congo A..'1 hour later seven men were landed on the 

is~and by a watet'·tax-... and entered the house" The SEALs waited 

15 minutes, ther, called the group out. The men imnedia tely tried 

to ,,"cape and the SEALs opened fire, killing two of the men and 

wounding two others~ CQct.lIJ:lants subsequently fO:lnd on one of the 

corpses ~ndicated. that tl man had been a rre:mber of a sappe:: squad 

(a 'lie t Cong ,aDOtage unit). 

Among the other documents found. by the SEALs were a roster of 

the 1st squad", 332nd Sapper Platoon:.- description:) of SOID3 of the 

W1it:g past (:i(tivit~ee (incluctiug data linking t~ platoon to the 

January mining of r.he dre0ge JAMAICA BAY) ani recol'maiSSanc3 reports 

on pcteniial ta .-gets" 

On 18 May a seven-IIBn SEAL reoonnaissar~te team was lamed on 

110 11·) Island) near the mcutt~ of the My Tho, in response to an 

intellige.nce rept>rt abou.t the presence ')f a Viet Cong IlEdical 

training cer:ter~ ,!,b.e team !otmd an ai.d station and cortfiscateo..i. 

a.ssor+..ed medicines ... medical supplie~ and roodical books.. Moving 

southwestward, the SEALs discovered .. camp containing three huts, 

two bunkers, numerous boo by trap., ar,d six Viet Gong. The team 
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killed five of the Viet Gong, wowxled the sixth, and captured four 

Chinese Conmunist rifleso The SEALs then destroyed the camp, two 

sampans and" rice cache, and withdrew under the covering fire of 

their armored LCM wi th .. number of Viet Cong in unsuccessful pursuito 

On 22 May Boatswain's Mate First Class W. Ko BATCHELDER, USN, 

was killed by enemy fire while accompanying Popular Force troops on 

a sweep of a .mall islani four miles southeast of CFi Beo At the 

time .• Petty Offi cer BATCHELDER was coo rdina ting fire from PBRs 

supporting th~ Vietnamese troops. Two Viet Gong were killed and 

one Chinese GOllJIlunist carbine was captured during the opera lion. 

Operations in the Go Chien River 

In May most of the encounters with the Viet Cong along the Co 

Chien River inv'Olved PER S"pport for Vietnamese outposts umer 

atta-ck~ or enemy fire directed at. the PBRs from the river banks or 

from evadi ng sanrana <> 

On 11 May PBRs 141 and 143, pursuing an evading sampan, were 

taken under small···ar:;Ll..e fire from the south bank of the river near 

the mouth of the Mang Thit canalo The PBRs suppressed the fire 

with M--16 rifles and then embarked three Popular Force troops at a 

r1ear9y ou.tpost ir. order to investigate the sampan) which had been 

beached ar.d abandoned a short distance up the canaL 

Once in5ide the canal the patrol noted considerable sampan 

activity and once again (-ame W1der small-anns fire" The return 

fue from the PBRs triggered one secDndary explcs.ion from a san pan 

on the banko The PBRs then came umer heavy autormtic-weapons fire 
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from the tree line, which was silenced. Shortly thereafter, 

Vietnamese Navy units relieved the PBRs and the patrol withdrew, 

its supply of ammunition nearly depleted. The PBR fire had killed 

at least one Viet Cong, and destroyed two junks and a sampan. There 

were no U"S .. casual ties" 

Op~,,"d.tions in the Bassac River 

On the morning of 6 May the Viet Cong exploded a mine agaiMt 

PBRs conducting Operation FERREl' near the mouth of the Bassac. 

Simultaneously, ilie enemy opened fire on t.he PBRs from at least 

four m3.dJ.ine-gun emplacements on nearby Con Coc Island" The patrol·~ 

PBRs 37 and 3S--was joi"ed by PBRs 31 and 32, and the four boats 

deli vered a high volume of .50 cal.iber machine-gun and 60-rmn" mortar 

fire into tile enemy POSl tions" 

Then ilie helicopter fire team from HUNTERIXlN COUNTY arrived in 

the area ane! conducted a series of strikes against the ambum sites .. 

When the nelicopters departed;" the PBRs fired additional mortars on 

the Viet Cong posit:.on~,~ tr1ggering a series of seoorrlary explosions 

which lasted for approximately 30 minutes. 

Although the mir.s explos~on had lifted one PBR about five feet 

out of the watery there were no U",So casualties or material da.m9.ge 

during "he engagement 0 At leaet one Viet Cong was killed. 

On 9 May, PBRs supporting a SEAL ambush team destroyed one 

junk and six sampans and killed at least two Viet Cong 1r, the 

narrow channel between Tan Dinh Island and the north benk of the 

Bassac. The PBRs--35 and 36--had entered the channel, which lies 
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between two Viet Cong-controlled areas, in an attEmpt to draw eneD\Y 

units toward the northern tip of the island, where the SEAL ambush 

was seto However, the en8D\Y opened fire on the patrol from two 

bunkers am a junk situated on the mainland side of the chamel. 

The PERs silenced the fire from the junk and one wnker, killing at 

least. two Viet Congo A helicopter strike then neutralized the 

other bunker with a direct 2075-inch rocket hito 

With t.he bWL~ers silent the PBRs continued down the channel, 

engagir..g Sffi!)€rS and automa.tic-weapons positions on both banks", 

Supported by the helico pters the PBRs suppressed the eneD\Y fire, 

then rendezvoused with the SEALs and withdrew from the islando A 

Vietnamese policeman embarked in one of the PBRs suffered slight 

.wounds during the engagemento At least two, and probably six, of 

the eneD\Y were killedo 

On 11 May PBRs 36 and 38 disrupted a Viet Cong loudspeaker 

team which h9.d been broadcasting propaganda in c.onnection wi th the 

birthday of the North Vietnamese President, Ho Chi ;'!i.nho The patrol 

boats, which had been informed of the team's location by the 

co~~ding officer of Coastal Group 36, surprised the Viet Cong as 

they were leaVJ.ng Tron Island in sampanso When the sampans attemp­

ted to evade to the bank they were taken under fire~ which resulted 

in seven of the enemy being killed o 

Throughout the month a half-mile-long area on the south bank of 

the Bassac_i 12 miles downstream from Can Tho, was the Bcene of a 

series of~ sharp epcount.ers between ?BRs and enemy positions on the 
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bank and on nearby Nai Islando On 14 May, four PBR cr_n were 

wounded when a blocking force composed of PBRs 35 and 127 was 

ambushed by Viet Cong on Nai Island employing heavy automati c weapons 

and rifle grenadeso In the first burst of fire the patrol officer, 

Boatswain's Mate FJrst Class Ho Ro MOONEY, USN, was struck in both 

legs, Despite his wounds, Petty Officer MOONEY continued to direct 

t.he patrol ~s raQ,··te::.=:-_:.~ :.: --:;:.:- ?BRs rrade firing runs on the enemy 

emplacements, Then PBR 39 reli0Y,'.o "BR 127 and the wourrled were 

evacuated to Can T'no" In the meantiIr!"~ helicopter strikes and 

l05-mmo hOW"itzer fire from Tra On damaged three enern;y bunkers and 

two trenches in the area" 

undetennined" 

The extent of Viet Gong casualties was 

*** 
GAJ:1E-,--WARDE!! SllE.J:>2n Ship' 

On several oocasions dunng the montll GAME WARDEN support LSTs 

conducted gunfire missions against targets of opportunity or i.n 

response t.o request" On 1: May HUNTEJWO'l coum:y blew up an 

ammunition cache in the Long Toan Secret :'"ne o The ship had detected 

a moving contact on rada.:- as it. entered a c.9.nal <> At the request. of 

the Vietnamese Sub-sector Control Center:; the c-ontact was taken 

under fire" A night ob.ervatio;} devic~ Was used to spot the fall of 

shot as semi~-automa tic 4O-mno fiTe was "walkedtl u.p the canalo The 

fire triggered a secondar.r explosion 75-100 feet; in height arrl 

several smalle" explosions" Thirty minutes l"ter the bright orange 

flash of another explosion, accompanied by a fireball 100-125 feet 
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in diameter, erupted in the same area. 

"** 
Viet Cong Swimmer Activity 

During May Viet Cong awimners were encountered in several 

areas of the Mekong Delta amid intelligence reports that the TtJl.nh 

Phu Secret Zone was being used as a sapper training are8 0 

On the night of 15 May a PBR patrol killed two Viet Cong 

swimners near f'llIlg Island in t.he Bassa" River. On 19 May • Navy 

helicopter spotted six Viet Cong in black rubber suits and swilIl fins 

of f the Thanh Phu Secret Zone. The helicopter killed one of the 

5wimners prior to being dri ven off by ere:my ground fire" 

Late-r in the month several unsuccessful sa'botage attempts were 

nade against USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) while she was anchored in 

the mouth of the H= Luong River, near the Thanh Phu Secret Zon~. 

On 28 V",y, when a deck sentry killed a nan astride a log near the 

ship, a small secondary explosion ensued. On 29 May a sentry threw 

a grenade at a ID.d.n who was seen in the water near the forward boat 

boorne Subsequent in;restigation disclosed Uat a ooat at the boom 

had been tampered with" 

On the morning of 30 May a PBR patrol engaged two swimmers 

near the mouth of the Ham Luong. Four rounds of M-79 grenades 

we~ fired at the S"l'IIimmers,? who disappeared .. 

*** 
GAME', \,ARDEN UNI!S 

On 11 May USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST 846) relieved USS GARRETT 
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COUNTY (LgT 786) in support of RIVPATSEX) 543 at the mouth of the 

Soirap Rivero 

On 25 May HARNETT COUNTY, with RIVPATSEX) 513 and HAL 3 (Det o 4) 

embarked, shifted to the mouth of the Ham Luong River from the mouth 

of the Co Chien Rivero 

GAME WARDEN STATISTICAL SUMMARY 
May 1967 

10 PER Statisti~.: 

a o Total Patrols (two boats), Day 685 Night 712 

bo Total Contacts~ Day 65! 982 Night 

Co Total Inspected: Day 20,73§. Night 

do Total Boarded: Day lliti'2.'1. Night 

e, People Detained' lI2. 

to Sampans/ Junks Detai ned:: 'l 

go Total Patrol Hou rs; 22,,12'l 

b o H€lo Mission3~ 
(1) Pre-planned .trikes: II 
(2) Rea"tion, 1.'1. 
(J) Targets of Opportunity: 8 
(4) Support: 1~1 

30 GAME: WARDEN 'l2ot al s , 

"0 Fire Fights, 
(1) PBR n 
(2) Helo II 
(3) LCM 2 
(4) LCFL -2 
(5) STAB 2 
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b. Sampans, Destroyed 22 DaOBged !!. Captured .l 

c. Struc tures: Destroyed 11 Damaged 1 

d. Junks: Destroyed §. 

e. Huts: Destroyed II 

f. Bunkers: Destroyed It;l Damaged 1 

g. Enemy' KIA 116 KIA (Poss.) 21 WIA M CaptuN,d 1 

h. "riendly: KIA.2 WIA ~ 

i. Friendly Bat tIe Damage' 
(1) PBR 21 
(2) Helo 2: 

j. PBR MEDE.,rAC, 22 
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COIIPIlIdl'IlL 

COASTAL SUllVlILLlIICK J'OIlCI (TA8X JOIICK 11S) 

III Mq the IIII1t oOlllJlol1tioll ot tJll Coutal SlIrTeUl&llO. F_ 

un4erwwnt a naab.r ot ohans.I, 

Zarq 1n the IIOntJI the tirlt ot the nevlT-oonltncted pDboatl­

USS ASlIIVILLII: (po 84) and. USS QALUlP (po 8S)-arri.,.d and. be,an 

~erat1on IWIICIT TIME patroll. In III14-Mq the tirlt thZ'Ie 3ll-ClUI, 

hi,h-en4uranoe Cout Quard outter .. -USCOC BW.TARll (WIIBC 381), USCOC 

BDIIIO STlWT (WIIItl 382) and. USCOC QUSIWI (WIIIIl 38n--ohopped to 

OTP llS u JWIICI'1' TD!I replao_ntl to'l' U.S. SBV!m'I! neat DIllI. 

On lS Mq, the VietNIIIIII" la",,'1 POE 08 rllieTed USB LooID 

(MBO 4,8) at JWIICI'1' TIME clut1.. 1n the Pint Coutal Zone and 

reII&1ned on l\at1on until the 29th. On 17 Mq, the VlI1I'1 PCB 12 

ra11eTld USB QJ.KN:s:T (MSC 290) in the Sea and Coaltal Zone and. oon-

4ucted JWIICI'1' TIME patroll tJIroUCh tJle end or the IIOnth. 

QAJIJII'l' proc.eded to the Fourth RiTirilll Area tor epeo1al patrol 

dut1... LUCID. meanwhile. prooeeded to Danan& ror eploial III1ne­

IVIIPins duty ooo&810nld by the lepper tJlreat to Danans'l harbor 

and 'cq. 

In Mq MAltXI'1' TIME l1li1 ta deteoted alJDolt 11S. 000 junkl and 

UIIIP&nll olll-third ot the.. WIre 1nepeoted and olll-tourth ,,81'. 
boarded. The 'coardinsl relul ted in the detention at 106 junk. and 

1,292 luaplota. In addition, MAlXI'1' TIME unit, deteotld 728 .teel­

hulled craft during the IIIOnthl '0lI\l or the'e WIre deteoted IIIOre 

than onc. u th"1' traneit.d rrOlA 0111 JWIICET TIME area to anotJIer. 

More than olll-thirii ot the 728 oraft vere 1nlpeoted or boarded. 
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Other MArUCET TIME activity included participation in eight 

ground operation.; > ~(j gunfire support missions, $0 hostile fin 

incidents, 12 ev~'ion incidents, and six search ~d rescue missions. 

Units of Operation STABLE DOOR, meanwhile, detected 76,000 

junks and sampar.s during the month, 16,000 of these we"e inspected. 

Both figures represented more than twice the nwmber of any previous 

month's to\;alsinc9 STABLE DOOR operations began in November 1966. 

In May nearly 8,000 craft were boarded; 38 of these were detained 

together with almost 400 suspects. 

OPERATION HARKET TDIE 

First Coastal Zone 

Mft~ET TIME units in the First Coastal Zone detected 48,000 

junks and sampans during May, over twice the number detected in 

April. In addition, Swift boats and Coast Guard cutters provided 

exfU tration patrols and gunfire support for four ground operations 

as well as participattng in aev~ra1 search and rescue missions 0 

On the evening of 1 May a CH-46 helicopter enroute to USS 

SANCTUARY (AR 17) with 13 patients aboard crashed 31 miles south 

of Danang. USCGC POI:IT ORIENT and PCF 19 joi.ned a number of U.S. 

SEVENTH Fleet unit. in an all-night search for survivors. Nine of 

the helicopterrs 17 occupants were rescued o 

On the rr.orning of the 12th USCGC POINl ELLIS detected three 

ju.~s near the shore, about one mile south of the Demilitarized 

Zone. When the junks' six occupants abandoned the craft and 

attempted to escape to the tree line, POINT ELLIS took them under 
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fire. Two of the Viet Cong were probably killed and the three 

junks were destroyed. 

The following day PCF 75 detected a sampan evading into a 

river 67 miles south of Danang. When PCF 75 sounded its siren 

and fired warning shots, the craft is three occupants abandoned the 

sar,<pan and swam for shore. The Swift boat then took the Viet Cong 

under direct fire, killing all three. With PCF 79 providing cover, 

personnel of PCF 75 inspected the abandoned sampan and found two 

diving masks and three home-made explosive units .• one of which was 

f~sed and contained granulated TNTQ The i~ms were removed and 

the s~an was de~troyedo 

On the 14th, PCF 99 received automatic-weape"s fire from the 

shore while conducting a 'ps;ywar" loudspeaker mission 67 miles 

south of Danang. PCF 19 joined to asdst. and provided cover as 

PCF 99 engaged the enemy positions. During the en~ounter, PCF 99 

sustained eight hits which ~ounded four of the crew and forced the 

Swift boat to withdraw. peF 75 then arriveG on the scene and, 

teg~ther with PCF 19, conducted t.en firing runs against the ambush 

area while a fourth Swift boat, PCF 75, provided covering mortar 

fire. f,Ur:'._~ tha action. PCFs 19 and 76 each were struck six 

times l)y enemy fire and PCF IS sust,ined the loss of an antenna. 

The extent of Viet Cong casualties was undete~~ned. 

On 22 May PCF 16 found a junk adrift, 16 miles soutneast of 

Danang. The craft's engine WaG inoperative and the occupantA, two 

adults and a boy, statea that they had been adrift ~or two ~ekB 
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vi thout fMd. The 5"Wi.ft boat· s personnel gave them sOlIe food and 

towed the jUIL'< to the Coastal Group 14 base near Danang for further 

assistance and disposition. 

MARKET TIME unita were ir.volved in a aeries ~f incidents on 

22 a"d 23 May while supp.,rting Opera1.ion BEAU CHARGER, an amphibious 

~ssaQlt near the Demilitarized Zone conducted by the SEVENTH Fleet's 

Ready Grou;> A. 

On the 22nd USCGC POINr DIlME took an evading jQnk under fire, 

90 miles north of D~ng. The junk's three oc~upants jumped over­

boa,.d and t-ried ~o escape but were apprehended. the jQnk _5 then 

destroyed and the dE',tainees were subaequ\!ntly tt.:ned over to the 

Vietnamese authorities. 

Later that night, in the same area, POINT ITJME detected a 

contact «hich attempted to eVllde as the cut ter approac.-.~d. POINT 

DUME then fired illttminatl.on rounds and warning shots, and c","" 

under automatic-weapons and sw.a1.1-anns ~ire. The cutter also received 

heavy artUlery fire from p",.1 tiona Oil Jlearli;r Hon 010' Islud-.'· • 

FOINT DIlME returned the barl'age and turned clear of t he range of 

fire 0 T~ere w-3:re no U "S .. casual ties or damae;e during the incident. 

The extent of enemy casualties was undetermined" 

At 0315 on the 23rd, while enroute to join POINT DUME, PCF 13 

detected two jurks and approached t) investigate. The S,dft bQat 

fired warning shots and called on" of the junks alcllgBide. The 

jurJ<'s crew took to the w .. ter 'illd the other jQnk evaded to the 

north. PCF 13 stopped to J.r.ep",ct the abandoned jQnk and found 
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approxiJllataly ten IOo-pound bags of rice with Communist Chinese 

markings. ten crates of 81-JIlDl, mortar aJIlDlunition, " nUll'ber of 

rifles, ana 3. .45 caliber pistol. The Swift hcqt then fired on 

the jur~js waterborne crew with concusBio~ grenades» and turned 

toward six nearby junks making for Hon Gio Island, :'s the PCF 

approached the nearest craft a;)d fired warning shots,9 the crew 

of the junk jumped int<. tho, "ater and dispersed, A check of the 

j~ disclosed a ~uantity of rice and arms, 

The Swift boat and POP-IT DUME then converged on the remaining 

junks and came under srnall-anP-" and grenade fire during the pursuit, 

The MARKEr TIME units returned the fire, destroying three of the 

.junks and damaging two others. The U.S. craft then began receiving 

artillery fire from enemy positions on Hon Gio, and withdrew as 

the SEVENTH Fleet's USS OZBOURN (DD 846) moved in and silenced the 

artillery emplacements G 

MAPJeEr TIME participation in Operatio" BEAU CHARGER, which began 

on 19 May, was terminated on the 26th, During this period one member 

of POINT DUME' s crew and two members of PCF 13' s crew were wounded 

slightly by enemy fir". Both craft sustained minor hull damage. 

On 24 May USCGC porNr WELCOlfE and PCF 76 responded to a report 

fro~ a f~l~ard air controller about ene~ activity in the vicinity 

of Cape Batangan, 66 milea 5",,.,h of Danang. PC,' 76 arriv?d on the 

s~ene first aru1 carne under fire during its approach to the beach. 

Wi th POrNT WELCOME providing cover, the Swift boat suppressed the 

hoatile fire. LAter, during " search of the are" by POINT WELCOME 
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personnel, three men were discovered hiding ber~nd rocks near the 

beach. The Bu~pects were detained ar:d. delivered to +.he Vietnamese 

authorities. Tuo of the detainees admitted to being 'let Cong 

intelligence agents during subsequent interrogationo 

On 31 May USCOC POINT CAUTION, PCF 22 and the SEVENTH Fleet's 

USS ST FRANCIS RIVER (LSMR 525) provided gunfire support for an 

aircraft under hea"Y autornatic",weapons fire from an estimated Viet 

Cong battalion, 79 miles south of Danang. A spotter aircraft 

subsequently reportod that; the naval gunfire resulted in three 

secondary explosions and nine ~c~,o"dary fires, and destroyed 27 

bunke:-S;l ten struct·.lres,~ and a l$'200~foot stretch of trenches o 

There were no UoS .. ca3ualties o The extent of enemy casualties was 

undetermined. 

Second Coastal Zone .---------.--
MARKET TIME uni ts patrolling the Second Coastal Zone during 

May detected 47,000 junks and sampan.s~~an increase of 13,000 over 

April's figure. In addition, Swift boats supporting operations of 

the U.S. FIRST Cavalry Division detained 98 junks and sampans and 

539 person •• 

On 8 May PCF 65 detained 20 junks and 150 persons attempting 

"0 leave the ar~a ~f the gr~und op~rations. 27 miles north of Qui 

Nh"n. The next day PCF 91 detained four junks and 16 persons, 39 

miles north of Qui Nhon. On 13 Ht;Y PCF 90 detained eight sampans 

and 49 per80ns in respona~ t.o a request from a FIRST Cavalry unit. 

L,i) miles nC'rth of Qui Nt,.,n. 
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\~eration MAJ~ET TIME piers at Cam RAnh Bay . 
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PCFs 57> 61. 64. 66 .• 82 and 91 conducted an Operation ROUNDUP 

sweep on 24 May> 48 moUes north of Qui Nhon. That day the Swifts 

detained 66 junks and sampans and 324 persons. 

Third Coastal Zone 

In addition to detecting almost 7.000 junks and sampans durl.ng 

the month, MARKET TIME units in the Third Coastal Zone conducted 11 

gun:fire support missions and assisted a hydrographic survey boat 

struck by enemy fire, 

On the 2nd of May, 52 ~dles southwest of Vung Tau. USCGC POINT 

LEAGUE observed approximately ten persoru fleeing toward bunkers "" 

the c"tter approached the Long Too..'1 Secret ZOne. At the request of 

the Viet~~ese Sector Control. POINT LEAGUE took the bunker. under 

fire, A spotter aircraft subsequently reported that the cutter'. 

81-m:m. mortar and .50 caliber machine-gun fire set at J.east one of 

the bunkers abla~e. There were no U.S, casualties) the ertent of 

enemy casualties was undetermined o 

On '5 May, 55 miles southwest of Vung Tau, POIN'f LEAGUE fired 

on a group of bunkers shielding approximately ten Viet Cong, The 

cutter!a fire destroyed one of the bunkers and. a number of camou­

flaged c·J.~atea in the area o 

About an hour later, one mile farther south, USCGC POINT 

CYPRESS fired 81-mm. mortars on seven camou...'1.aged Viet Gong huts. 

In addition to damaging all of the huts. the mortars initiated a 

series of fires. The extent of enemy casualties was undetermined, 

On 13 May, a survey boat from USS HAURY (AG~ 16) was hit bY' 
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57-mm. recoilless-rifle fire while conducting hydrographic operations 

53 miles southwest of Vung Tau. USCGC POINT KENNEDY took the stricken 

craft alongside and provided a repair party equipped with a submersible 

pump and patching equipment. At this time, POINT KENNEDY began receiving 

recoilless-rifle fire frol .• the beach. The cutter suppressed the outburst 

wi th 51-nun. mortar. and kept the enemy pOSitions pinlled down while the 

repair party successfully arrested the flooding ill the survey boat. 

POINT KENNEDY then tawed the boat to MAURY. There were no U.S. casual-

tie.; the extent of enemy casual ties was undetermined. 

Fourth ~oastal Zone 

MARKET TIME units in the Fourth Coaatal Zone detected 119000 

junks and sampans duri ng May, and conducted seven gunfire support 

missions against Vi~t Cong positions. 

Shortly after midnight on 9 May units of the Vietnamese Navy's 

Coastal Group 45 detected a Viet Gong junk and sampan which had 

evaded to the bea0h, 70 miles north of Ga Msu Point. The VNN units 

engaged the ene~· erafo as well as Viet Gong shore positions. In 

the enduing exchange, wnieh lasted until 0500 and reslll ted in the 

capture of the enemy junk, PCF 03 and uscnc POINT YOUNG provided 

illumination and h~"~"5ment fire in support of the VNN units. 

On 13 May a forward air controller under heavy automatic-

weapoM fire frrm Viet Cong ground positions 51 miles east of An 

Thoi requested naval gunfire support. PCFe 93 and 94 proceeded to 

the area and suppressed the hcstile fire. The spotter aircraft 

reported that tlle PCF .. ' fire destroyed six sampans and damaged two 
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enemy structures. There were no U.S. casualties o 

At 1605 on the 13th a Navy US-2C aircraft crashed five miles 

east of An Thoi. Thirty minutes later PCF 9) arrived on the scene 

and picked up the sole survivor. The bodies of the other two crew 

members and most of the wreckage were recovered during subsequent 

salvage operations. 

On 14 May a forward air controller under h~avy automatic­

weapons fire f.rom a Viet Cong position on Cape Bai Bung received 

assistance from PCF 92. The Swift boat's fire destroyed one sampan 

and damaged se--,eral other s8lI1pans and four Viet Cong stIUctures. 

There were no UoS~ casualties o 

On the 22nd? five miles east of Ca Mau Point, one of the Coast 

Guard's newly arrived )ll-Class cutters, USCGC BARATARIA (WHEe 381), 

furnished naval gunfire support to ground units at the request of 

the Vietnamese Sector Control. The cutter's fire destroyed five 

structures and three sampans ll and initiated a large fire. 

**" 
MARKET TIME UNITS 

Two of the newly-designed patrol gunboats joined Operation 

MARKET TIME in May. The first to arri78, GALLUP. reached Cam Ranh 

Bay on 30 April and began MARKET TIME patrols on 3 May, The gunboat·s 

features include a light, all-aluminum hull, a speed of ]7 knots, 

and one 3"/50 caliber gun, one 8l-mm. mortar and two .50 caliber 

machine guns. A second gunboat, ASHEVILLE, arrived on 10 Ms.T and 

commenced oparations on the 12th, 
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Ou 15 May the high-endurance Coast Guard cutters BARATARIA, 

BERINJ STRAP and GRESHAM began replacing SEVENTH Fleet DERB on a 

one-for-one basis. The ships are units of Coast Guard Squadron 

THREE, have a speed of 19 knots, and mount one 5-/38 caliber gun, 

six 050 caliber machine guns. one Mark 10 torpedo launcher with 

six torpedos 2 and two 81~mmo mortars. 

The Con Son Island radar site--designed to improve MARKET TIME 

detection capabilities in the Third Coastal Zone--became operational 

on 15 M,r, under the cognizance of CTU 115.3.8. 

At 0800 on 15 May, the VNN's peE 08 relieved the ocean mine­

sweeper LUCID of MARKET TIME dutieti in the First Coastal Zone and 

remained on patrol lli~til 29 May, At 0600 on 17 May, the VNN's PCE 

12 relieved the coastal minesweeper GANNET in the Second Coastal 

Zone and rereained on patrol until 31 May. 

Durlng the month aircraft from four patrol squadrons provided 

air surveillance for Operation MARKET TIME, A detachment of Patrol 

Squadron 42 new SP-,2A Neptunes from Tan Son Nhut Air Base, A 

dp.tachment of Patrol Squadron 16 new P-JA Orion aircraft from the 

Naval Air Stato.on, Sangley Point, and a Patrol Squadron 46 detach­

ment flew OriOllS from U Tapeo, Thailand, Meanwhile a detachment of 

Patrol Squadron 1 Neptunes began operations on 18 May at the Naval 

Air Facility. Cam Ranh Bay, relieving the Patrol Squadron 42 

detachment which had been at Cam Ranh since 1 April, 

In May the following U ,S, SEVENTH Fleet ships operated as 

MARKET TIME unit. ~uring the indicated inclusive detes. 
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USS BRISTER 
USS FALGOUT 
USS FOPBTER 
USS HAVERFIELD 
USS HISSEM 
USS KOlNER 

Dates 
1-15 
10-31 
1-15 
12-28 
1-1 
1-15 

DER 327 
DER 324 
DER 334 
DER 393 
DER 400 
DER 331 
DER 329 
DER 387 
LST 525 
LST 819 
MSC 290 
:'SC 209 
MSO 434 
HSO 437 
MSO 439 
MSO 444 
r,so 445 
r,so 447 
MSO 490 
MSO 458 
MSG 466 
MSO 467 
PG 84 

USS KRETCHMER 
USS VANCE 

1-10, 29-31 
1-12 

PG 85 
WHEe 381 
WHEC 382 
WHEe 387 
WHEC 380 

USS CAROLINE COUNTY 
USS HAMPSHIRE COUNTY 
USS GANNET 
USS OOODPECKER 
U3S EMBATTLE 
USS ENHANCE 
USS EXCEL 
USS FIRM 
USS FORCE 
USS GUIDE 
USS LEADER 
USS LUCID 
USS PRIME 
USS REAPER 
USS ASHEVILLE 
USS GAILUP 
USCGC BARATARIA 
USCGC BERING STRAIT 
USCGC GRESHJ.M 
USCGC YAKUTAT 

11-31 
1-12 
12-31 
1-~2 
1-6 
6-31 
6-31 
1-6 
1-6 
6-31 
6-31 
6-31 
1-6 
1-6 
9-31 
3-31 
15-31 
15-31 
15-31 
31 

MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY 
May 1967 

1, U ,S. Ships/Craft, 
DER/WHEe MSO MSC WPB peF LST 

Daily aver~e numt~r 
of craft on patrol 

2. U,S, Acti,~ty' 

TOTAL DETECTED 

TOTAL INSPECTED 

WOOD - DAY 55,265 

STEEL - DAY 1 L094 

WOOD - DAY 2l.51~ 

STEEL - DAY 596 

1 16 45 1 

NIGHT 58,975 

NIGHT 842 

NIGHT 22,092 

NIGHT 487 

n6,176 

44.688 
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TOTAL BOARDED 

TOTAL DETAINED 

WOOD - DAY 17.643 NIGHT 11,439 

STEEL - DAY _-,91c: NIGHT _~3l.!.7 

JUNKS 106 PEOPLE 1,292 

3. Naval Gunfire Support Missions, 

TOTAL MISSIOI5 20 

Structures" 18 destroyed g clamaged 

BunkerB~ 28 destroyed U damaged 

29,210 

Graft, g destroyed g damaged 2!. captured 

4. Hostile Fire Reaction Missions, 

TOTAL MISSIONS 50 

Structures, £ destroyed 

Craft, ~ destroyed 

Personnel, 2. Viet Gong suspects captured 

50 Evasion Incid~nts~ 

TOTAL INGIDE."TS 1; 

Junk. " 

Sampans , 

~ destroyed ~ damaged 

~ destroyed 

Basket boats' ~ destroyed 2. captured 

Personnel: 1 Viet Cong captured 6 killed (probab1es) 

6. Support of Ground Operations, 

TOTf.L OPERATIONS 8 

7~ Search and Rescue Missions3 

TOTAL rtISSIONS 6 
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OPERATION S'!JJlLE DOOR 

In May units of Operation STABLE DOOR detected 76.685 junks 

and sampans. Of this nUInbel' 15,985 were inspected and 7,970 were 

boarde~. Thirty-eight suspicious craft were detained together 

with 378 persons. 

During the month Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit 1 (IUWU 1) at 

Vung Tau--composed of six officero and 122 erJisted men--provided 

surveillance for a daily average of 25 ships anchored in the harbor. 

The STABLE DOOR patrols resulted in the detention of 35 j~~ and 

172 suspects, At month's end IUWU l'~ inventory of craft had been 

bolstered by the IorriVal of the first four h5-foot harbor patrol 

picket boats, 

At Cam Ranh Bay IUWU 2 (seven officers and 129 enlisted men) 

detained one junk and 40 persons in May while providing surveilhnce 

for ~ daily average of 27 ships in the harbor. 

IUWU 3 at Qui Nhon, consisting of seven officers and 136 

enlisted men, provided harbor defense for a daily in-port average 

of )0 ships, Tt. .. pai·.rols d&tair.dQ two junks and 8h persons, 

eitt.er for improper identific£ltion papers or sus-picioUB activit Yo 

At 0730 on 9 May, ::;kimmers 06 and 12 sighted five sampans in 

a cove in the inner harbor. After warning chots were fired by the 

Skimmers.« four of the sampans emerged fr<:G\ the cove lihile the fifth 

evaded. At thi, time fire was received fran positions behind the 

cove. The Skimmers returned the fire with unknown results as the 

occupant of the fifth sampan successfully escnped into the brush. 
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The occupants of the four other saMpanJ1 (three boys and one old man) 

ware interrogated and subsequently released. There were no U. S. 

casualties. 

On 9 May, harbor defense LCPts and MAFJ(ET TillE PCFs rescued a 

number of Vietnamese ci viIi ... ," from Qui Nhon' s inner harbor following 

a Viet Gong mortar attack on the port facilities. The mortars struck 

fuel pumps in the h,'rbor and caused enensi ve ~-=age. 

In May, the .ix officers and 101 enlisted men of Nha Trang"s 

IUWU 4 detai"ed 8) suspects while providing surveillance for a daily 

average of 12 ships in port. Two additio.,al Skimmers arrived at Nha 

Trang duri.ng the mont", bringing to 12 the total number of Skilnmers 

asdigned to Operation STABLE lXlOil. 
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORer: (TASK FORCE 117) 

On 15 May the Riverine Assault Force experienced its first 

major contact with the Viet Cong when elements of Task Group 117.2 

engaged enemy units armed with heavy automatic weapons and recoll-

less rifles, 15 miles west of MY Tho, 

Ini tial contact occurred at 0815 while the monitor and four 

ATCa of Task Element 117.2.1.2 were proceeding to blocking stations 

along Tra Tan Creek. Thp. Element had just landed U.S. troops par-

ticipating in Operation HOP TAC XVIII, a multi-battalion search and 

destroy mission involving the Second Brigade, RINTH lJU"antry Division. 

The enemy opened fire on the riverine craft with small arms, then 

struck ATC 92..6 with a round of 57-mm. recoilless-rifle fire. The 

* cro.ft's special bar~and-plate armor checked the round's impact 

and helped avert serious structural damage. The enemy fil~ vas 

subsequently suppressed and the task element continued north along 

the waterwayo 

At 1300, during a southbound sweep of Tra Tan, the element 

was attacked again by Viet Cong forces. A round of recoillesB-

rifle fire hit ATC 92,"6, wounding three of the crew and the embarked 

,rl ver division commander" Two other ATCs and a CCB were also hit 

*The converted LCMs of the Riverine Assault Force are equipped with 

an armor arrangement designed to prevent penetration of the craft. s 

vital spaces from projectiles up to and including those of 57-mm. 

caliber. The sides of the craft are protected by 9/10. thick, 

high-hardness steel plate. Eighteen inches outboard of the plate, 

there is a steel shield consisting of spaced rods each with a dia­

meter of 5/8 ~f an inchJ the rods trigger striking projectiles, 

thereby lessening the impact on the steel plate. 
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by recoilless-rine rounds. but sustained no personnel casualties 

or material dsmage. 

An hour later Monitor 91-2 took one of the recoilless-rine 

positions under fire, killing one V;."t Congo At the same t:il!le 

four of the monitor's crew weN wounded by small-arms fire. The 

riverine assault units then withdrew from the area whUe air strikes 

were delivered against the enemy sites. 

About 1630, in the same general area, Task Element 117.2.1.4 

(three ATCs) killed three Viet Cong before aircraft moved in to 

launch strikes against the withdrawing Viet Cong. 

The action on 15 May was the only major contact between 

riverine assault units and the enemy during the month. On several 

other occasions units engaged in troop-lift, blocking or patrol 

operations exchanged fire with the enemy in the ~ Tho-Dong Tam 

area a MOBt of theBe incidents involved arnall-arms fire. However» 

on 19 May three ATCs were hit by three 8~'111111. caliber projectiles 

(probably B.40 rocket.*) in the Xang Canal, just south of the Long 

Dinh Bridge. Thre .. Viet Cong were kl.lled by the ATCs' return fire, 

*The B.40 is the Viet Cong designation for the RUBsi~~ anti-tank 
grenade launcher, Model RPG-2, or the Chinese Communist TYPe-56 
anti«tank grenade launcher 0 The launcher has a 4(}omm. bore and 
the rocket!. warhead haa a diameter of 82 millimeters. According 
to the MACV-Vietnsnese Joint Gereral Staff handbook, War Material 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ in .~ Vietnam !?E. Presumably AVailable ~ 
North Vietnam, this weapon has an effective range of 16S yards, 
arurrte fiIgh explosive anti-tank (HEAT) .round is capable of pene­
trating six to seven inches of armor. The HEAT round fired by & 

Chinese CODUllunist 57-·1!lI'l. recoilless rifle, TYPe 36, is capabh of 
penetrating two and three-quarter inches of armor. 
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which also triggered a seconda.r;r explosion. Although the daIIIage 

to the assault craft '.taB relatively minor, it was found that 62_. 

caliber projectiles were capable of penetrating the ATC's armor. 

In the Rung Sat Special Zone. Task GX1)UP 117.1 continued to 

support Operation SPEARHEAD I until its te11llination on 11 Mq. The 

operation account-ed for 1) Viet Cong killed, six more probably 

killed, and four c'Ptured. 

During the remainder of the month Task Force 117 un! ts in the 

RSSZ conducted advanced training exercibes, security patrols ar~ 

interdiction operations. In addition, periodic landing operations 

in the RSSZ were conducted wit.h troops lifted fram Dong Tam by 

Task Group 11702 unitso 

Riverine Assault Force Units ----, 
On 1 May USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (IST 1126) assumed the duties 

,r re,.,'pply ship for the Mobile Riverine Force. 

On 2 May 0 In t" the arrIval of USS COLLETON (APB )6)9 the 

MobUe Riverine Base was complete and plans were formulated to 

move the MRB to Dong Tam in early June. By the end of May all 

LCM conversions.9 except for two command=control boats and four 

monitors, had arrived in country, The six remaining craft were 

expected to arrive in June o 
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U.S. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG 

During May the Cua Viet-the III6j or supply route to Dong Ha 

frOO! the South China Sea-I<as the scene of several mining incidents ~ 

At approximately 0430 on 9 May the U.S. Army dredge HYDE 1<88 mined 

while operating in the Cua Viet entrance channel. The explosion 

tore a six by seven-foot hole in the dredge's starboard bow, caus­

ing the rapid floooing of several compartments. IflUE 1mmed1ste1y 

unlooded her hoppers and maneuvured o"to the beach near the IBT 

ramp .. 

Approximately two hours later a second explosion, on HYDE's 

port quarter,. blew a one-foot nole in the dredge's hull just above 

the waterline. Two of the craft's personnel were slightly wounied 

by the blast. The dredge's crew ani NAVSUPPACT Danang damage 

control personnel subsequently repaired the damaged areas" and 

HYDE was back in operation "1'I"it.hin 37 hours .. 

Another incident occurred on 15 May when NAVSUPPACT Danang's 

YFU-59 was mined .hile anchored near the LCM-LCU ramp at Dong Ha. 

The force of the explosion, directly beneath the craft, penetrated 

the bottom pL~ting, blew off a watertight hatch cover ani ruptured 

sections of the main deck outboard on the port side. There were 

no personnel casualtieso '!'he damaged craft subsequently returned 

to Danang wher"e it was drydocked for repairso 

On 18 !'.ay, on the ba' Jis of intelligence received from local 

fishermen, a controlled mine was foon::! in the Cua Viet by Team 12 

of Explosive Ordnance Demolition Unit 10 The mine, encased in 
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wood, contained 700 one-half pound blocks of TNT and ten pounds of 

plastic exploeive rigged for cClllllland detonation; three electrical 

detonators and 19 non-eledncal detonators were distributed 

throughout the charge. 

As a re.~lt of the ominous enemy activity, NAVSUPPACT insti­

tuted additional security measures. An LCPL and four divers were 

assigned to Dong Ha to cugment the harbor and river security 

forces in that area. At Danang the =,ber of harbor patrol craft. 

operating at. night was increased from five to seven, and too Viet­

namese liaison personnel aboard the craft were augnented by Viet"" 

namese national policemen~ Also~ a floating-barrel fence was 

positioned araun! the barracks ships CAPLs) and the small boat 

basin to provide a barrier aga.inst swimmers" Additionally, from 

24 to 31 May, the 'JoS. SEVENTH Fleet's LUCID (MSO 458) conducted 

minesweeping operatione in the main channel end anchorage area oi 

Danang i 5 harbor 0 

During the ,conth the Danang harbor patrol craft apprehended a 

total of 70 sampans and junks for curfew, identification-car:! and 

restricted-area violation~~ On one occasion bubbles were observed 

in the water near the NAVSUPPACT boat ~ouse. A junk nearby was 

boarded and found to contain two diving masks 0 However~ an under­

water search of tte area produced negative resultso 

On another occasion a patrol craft sigpted an object in the 

water with strIngs attached, "ben a hand grenade W"'" thrown near 

the object, a secondar-.r explosion ensued, The incident took plece 
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approximately 200 yards fran the barricade near the APLe. 

At 0110 on 13 May, the NAVSUPPACT detachment compound near 

Chu Lei and the adjacent compound of Naval Mobile Constl~tion 

Battalion 8 were attacked by a Viet Cong force using 57-l1li1. 

recoilless rifles and 82-mm. mortars. One Seabee was killed in 

the attack; e:4:;ht other Navymen and t>oo Japansse nationals were 

wounded 0 

At. the same time ho USNS ships beached 8 t the LST ramp were 

hit by 57-mm. recoilless-rifle fire, resulting in extensive damage 

to both ships. No major damage was sustained by the compound 

areas o 

From 17 to ~2 May NAVSUPPACT's YFUs 55 and 57 were temporar­

ily assigned to Task Group 79.4 of the lI.S. SEVENTIl Fleet to 

provide logistic support for Marines engaged in Operation BEAU 

CHARGER~ and to assist in the evacuation of Vietnamese refugees 

froll the Demilitarized Zone. On 19 May, one Nayyman was sl:4>htly 

wounded ~len YFU 55 C&~e under intense enemy mortar fireo 

The growing intensity of combat operations in I Corps 'WaS 

evidenced by a 20 per cent increase in the total number of 

patients admitted to the NAVSUPPACT hospital in Danang. Of the 

1,262 l"tients ,·,,~eived at the 404-bed hospital in May, 572 were 

admitted for combat injuries~ an increase of 55 per cent over 

April's figure. An added factor was the increasing complexity of 

wounds. Many of the casualties suffered from head wounds that 

required surgical and neurosurgical treatment. 
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As e result of tho rising derrands placed on Danang's hospital, 

action was initiated to obtain additional medical personnel. And 

at month's end, the extent of the neert for additional hospital 

facilities at Dz.nang and other I Corps sites was under review. 

Meanwhile, the accelerated pace of combat operations was met 

by a correspondingly high Jevel of ~argo operations at all I Corps 

ports. 

At Danang the '{olume of cargo back-loaded for transshipnent 

to other ports-69,853 shc.rt tons-was the highest monthly total 

to date. The ~onth's throughput for Danang was almost 200,000 

short tons. The combined throug;.put for all I Corps ports was 

almost 300,000 short tore .. 

In the Cua Vie'G LeM-8s an.! YFUs continued to shuttle between 

the 1ST rwnp and the LeM-LeU ramp at Dong Ha, transporting approx­

imately 900 short tons of careP ani 40,000 gallons of POL daily. 

A total of 25,670 short tone of cargo was processed at Dong Ha. 

During the mont.h there was continued. progress in clearing tht:' 

Cua Viet approaches to Dong Ha. On 29 May dredging of the Cua 

Viet entrance channel as well as the turning basin by the 1ST ramp 

was ~ompleted" Alao}l action was initiated to procure the services 

of the suction dredge THUBON for the removal of two sandbars which, 

during pariods of low water, Uipede craft tr&.nsiting from the 1ST 

ramp to Dang Ha. The sandbars l'I"Gsented the only rem .. ining natural 

obstacles to the unrestricted transit 'Of the CUB. Viet by lighterage. 

In May NAVSUPPACT'. overall support responsibility was expand'od 
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to incl"c!" c::ass I and Class H1 eupport for U,S. Army units in 

the Duc Pho area. Class II azd Class IV support for all I Corps 

units continued to be sati~;actory" Net 8l:..PFJ.s" r~qu::· ition effec­

t.i"eness at Danang "as 88 per cent. At Chu Lai net effectiveness 

was J9 per ce..'"1t; a decrease of nine J:er cent umer Aprfiis figure", 

The general level of Class I supplies rece1 ved PJd experr:led 

rose considerably. On 31 May the quantity of C-re',;ions (indivirl 

\1"1 combat. meals) available totaled 6,198,962 meals which, based 

upon the -::xL'5 f.ing T'riffiO Marine AmT't-.:"bioua Force requil'ements,SI cons­

tituted a 21-day supply. Dunng the month t,hree and one-half 

million r,'n,icns \-:el"(; :1 JS. ed} an increase of two million over the 

:'otal ::5S1.le,i in Apr~:;'. 

Heanwhile t.he availability of sarrlbags reached a crl+,).cs.l 

stage bec8~e 0f the sharp increase in combat operations and the 

deployment. of additional U.S. Marine arr:l Army units within I Corps, 

Almost two millio:1 5andba&~ -.... ere issued during the month:;l exhau8~ 

ting NA\~U?PACT'" stocks. By month's end over 29 milli~n sandbags 

had been ordered t,c meet the rising requirements. 

Tl,e Port of Danang -..as vi.ited 12:2 times b) U,S. SEVEN'IlI 

Fleet ships dw-ing May, The ships were provided with 545,340 

gallons of diesel fuel a"o; onr 1.,000,000 gallons of potable 

water, ill addit~on to mail, freight" courier, tl'ansient billeting 

and disbursing servi~es. 

The Naval Support Activity' b C-47 aircraft made 21 flights 

during the month; trans port, in/!: 547 passengers an! 47,195 pound. of 
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cargo 0 

On 31 May the number of p'rsonne1 assigned to the Naval 

Support Activity was 7,96). That same day the number of United 

States and other Free World Military Assistance Forces supported 

by NAVSUPPACT reached 1)0,800. 
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u • S • NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY i SAIOON 

On two occasions in May the efforts of personnel of the Naval. 

Support Activity detachment at Nba Be helped avert major disasters. 

On 3 May a 6o-foot junk berthed at the Esso fuel pier near the 

Nha Be tank fann caught fire. The junk, loaded with sixty 55-gallon 

drums of gasoline and forty 55-gallon drums of other inflammable 

liquids, was set adrift by its crew and subsequently became wedged 

between the pilings of a W_ghway bridge, threatening the bridge and 

a heavily-populated markeiplace and housing area nearby. 

The detachment i s fireboat, unable to extinguish the intense 

fire, towed the burning junk to an uninhabited rice-padt':;, area 

three-fourths of a mile away and pushed it against the river bank. 

As the fireboat turned clear the junk exploded, hurtling druIIa- as 

much as 100 yards away. There were no injuries to the fireboat I s 

crew; three of the junk's Vietnamese crew were hospitalized for 

burns 0 

On 11 May the Philippine Tanker MARIKADO caught fire while 

berthed near the Nba Be tank farm. The tanker had approximately 

10,000 gallons of JP-4 fuel on board. The Nba Be detachment's LCM. 

assisted by PBRs, towed the burning vessel away from the pier to 

pravent the fire from spreading to the POL storage area. After 

almost nine hours of sustained effort, the fire was ext.inguished •. 

At one point four detachment personnel were blown into the water 

by one of several minor explosions which erupted from the confla­

gration. None of the men suffered serious injuries. 
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On the night of the 7th, Can Tho detachment personnel were 

called upon to assist in fighting fires when '~h 8 Binh Thuy Air 

Base was shelled by Viet Cong using mortars and recoilless rifles. 

The enemy attack destroyed a number of structures and aircraft and 

started numerous fires. Fifty Can Tho detachment personnel joined 

with U.S. and Vietnamese Air Force personnel in evacusting aircraft 

and equipment and in bringing the fires under control o 

During May the construction of interim and permanent facilities 

at GAME WARDEN and MARKET TIME bases continued to progress, within 

the limitations imposed by a fixed contractor personnul ceiling and 

a fixed amount of available funds. 

At Cam Ranh Bay, NAVSUPPACT personnel completed the installation 

and wiring of a IO<J..kilowatt generator and an electrical distribution 

system at the Naval Air Facility. In addition, the construction of 

an ordnance storage area was beguno 

At Nha Be, half of the existing helicopter landing pad was 

dismantled by NAVSUPPACT personnel p. "eliminary to the construction 

of an enlarp;e:u l;;.J.1dizl£ pad on a recently-filled si~ ... J next to the 

perimeter security fence. The larger pad, which is needed to provids 

adequate parking space for GAME WARDEN helicopters, will be constructed 

by U.S. Army personnel. 

At Vinh Long renovation of the new living quarters was 25 per 

cent complete at month's end. The roofing and screening of the 

building was completed, and concrete foundations had been poured 

for a water tank and a septic tank. 
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At Dong Tam further improvements wera made to the repair 

facilities, boat wharves and the sewer system. At the end of the 

month, preparations were being made for the construction of add!.-

tional messing and berthing facilities. The facilities would 

eventually accommodate a total of 750 personnel. 

The number of line items stocked at NAVSUPPACT Saigon increasod 

by l'r per cent during May to a total of 26,630. Gross supply ! 
requi~i tion effectiveness was 38 per cent. nine per c"nt less than! 

i 1 
the rate recorded in April. The decline was attributed to a 8izabra 

incre'ase in the number of requests for parts not normally' carrled I 
! 

in stock. Meanwhile net supply requisition effectiveness remained 
! 

esseI\tially stable at 70 per cent. i 

The operatic"al availability of GAME WARDEN MId MARKET TIME 

patrol boats continued to be generally excellent, ranging from 91 i 
\ 

per C:ent for PCFa and WPBs to 93 per cent for PBRs. The availa-

bili ty of STABLE DOOR craft ranged from 90 to 99 per cent. I ' 

On 1 May USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (IST 1126) was placed under the, 

operational control of COMNAVSUPPACT Saigon and began coastal and 

Delta resupply operatlons. On 7 May YFG 90 completed outfitting 

and made its first resupply run to the Delta. 

The ships and craft of NAVSUPPACT transported a total of 1,976 

short tons of cargo during the month. Meanwhile, the NAVSUPPACT 

aviation section (Air Carat) transported 2,906 passengers and 150.5 

short tons of cargo o 

On 13 May a Navy US-2C aircraft, temporarily assigned to 
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NAVSUPPACT Saigon froll) Fleet Composite Squadron FIVE, crashed 

shortly after takeoff into the Gulf of Thailand, approx:iJnately 

five miles east of the An Thoi airfield on Phu Quoc Island. The 

pilot and co-pilot were killed; the third crew member was rescued 

by PCF 93 which was on patrol nearby. 

Salvage operations to recover the plane were conducted by USB 

KRISHNA (ARL 38) and a ten-man detachment from Team 3 of Harbor 

Clearance Unit 1. Approximately 85 per cent of the aircraft, 

including both engines, the 'tail sedion and a portion of the 

fuBelage~ was recovered o 

At 1730 on 24 May USS MARK (AKL 12) struck an uncharted bar 

at the mouth of the Co Chien River. At the time, the ship had 

just completed replenishing USS HARN1"fT COUNTY (LST 821) at River­

mouth Station BRAVO and was stanr~ng out on a favorable tide. 

Eight hours later MARK floated clear on a rising tide. The ship 

was unda!naged and proceeded to Saigon via Vung Tau for further 

cargo operations o 

On 31 May the number of personnel assigned to NAVSUPPACT 

Saigon was 1,870. The number of personnel provided logistic 

support by NAVSUPPACT headquarters and its 11 detachments stood 

at 5,700 at month's end. 

tlII:IMI' 
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE 

In May the number of Seabee casualties increased markedly. 

Most of the injuries occurred on 8 May, 2,000 yards from the 

Demilitarized Zone, when 13 men of a 23-man MCB-4 detachment were 

wound~d by enemy troops attempting to overrun a Special Forces 

camp which the Seabees were building at Con Thien. 

In addition, MCB-8's camp at Rosemary Point in Chu Lai was 

struck by seven mortar rounds on 13 May, which killed one Seabee 

and wounded five others. On 10 May, south of Danang, two men from 

MCB-4 were injured when their truck hit a mine. 

On 5 May the number of Seabee battalions in country increased 

to ten with the arrival at Phu Bai of an advance detachment'from 

MCB-3. The detachment immediately began constructing base camp 

facilities for the battalion in the Gia Le Combat Camp, five miles 

northwest of the Phu Bai airstrip. 

By the end of the month the detachment had completed 70 per 

cent of the base camp facilities. In addition, the Seabeea ere~ted 

two Butler buildings for the Marines' 3rd Engineers, and started 

survey am design work on a Marine air group cantonment at the Phu 

Bai airstrip and a parking apron an.d hangar site for >,he U.S. 

Army's 13lst Aviation CompaIo/. 

Meanwhile MCB-l completed three 50-foot-high observation 

towers for Marin,s L, the Dia Lac area, as well as a 600-foot 

timber bridge. Am, in the Delta, a 64-man detachment from the 

'~ttalion beg~n constructing additional cantonments at Dong Tam. 
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MCB-4's "Liberty Bridge" project (which will span the Thu Bon 

River) ""s bolatered in May by the addition of a secon:! crew. At 

month's en:! the bridge was 20 per cent complete. The battalion 

also paved a 33,OOO--square-yard parking apron at the Danang Air 

Base. 

At Chu Lai members of MCB-8 and MCB-71 built a helicopter 

facility for the U.S. Army's Task Force O,-egon in 15 days. In 

addition~ MCB-8~s personnel completed work on a water and sewer 

system .. a fire station am an electrical distribution system for 

the area's Naval Support Activity detachment. 

At Dong Ha a detachment from MCB-5 constructed a lOO-bed 

hospi tal. Meanwhile MCB-ll began work on ~. cantonment for the 

Marines' Force Logistic Support Unit, an:! constructed a complex 

consisting of 16 Butler bu~lding. for the THIRD Marine Division. 

Aleo, a 75-man detachmwt from the battalion was deployed to Khe 

Sanh to rebuild the airfield. 

At- Danan g MCB-5B completed • everal buildings for the Vietna­

me.e Army'. BOlst Ordnance Platoon, The battalion also built com­

munication. center. for the FIRST Marine Division an:! the Marine 

Force Logis tic Cornman:!. 

At Danang &,t MCB-133 extenled the AHVN POW compounl near 

Marble Mountain to handle an additional 500 prisoners. The bat­

talion also built an IST pier near III MAF's headquarters, and 

started construction of a major ammunition storage area for the 

Vietnamese Air Forl!e .. 
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Major projects completed by MCB-62 in the Phu Bai area during 

May included an addition to the 13lst Aviation Company cantonment, 

and the ocmpletion of galleys (each one able to accommodate 250 

men) for the 3rd Medical Battalion am the 3rd Motor Transport 

Bat.talion. MCB-62 also improved the IBT-LCU ramp at Hue am, 

together with MCB-3, started repair work on Route 1 between Phu 

Bai and Hue. 

During the month two replAcEment Seabee Teams arrived in 

country. At Thoai Son Seabee Team 0309 began preparations to 

~lieve Team 0509. Team 0407, scheduled to relieve Team 0307, 

was temporarily stationed at Tan Son Nhut Air Base where it will 

complete a warehouse and supply compound begun by Team 0307. The 

newly-arrived Team will eventually be deployed to Can Tho to 

assist"!1 the improvement of provincial hospitals am naintenance 

facilities in the IV Corps area" 

)000001 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

The COHNAVFOKV communications center processed 95.2&1 messages 

in May, the highest one-month total to date. The figure represen­

ted an increase of 6,965 messages aver April's traffic. 

During the montb the equipment installation phase of PROJECT 

SEARCHLIGHt was begun at Nha Be, where it was scheduled to be 

completed by 15 June. The project (the basic. requirements for 

which were developed by a survey completed in 1966) is designed to 

improve the communications facilities at COMNAVFORV headquarters 

and 'lt GAME WARDEN bases and the Coastal Sm'veillance Centers. 

Essentially the project entails procurement, installation and tes­

ting of the components required to upgrade voice and teletype com­

munications. After the installation at llha Be is complete a simi­

lar phase will begin at My Tho; the cycle will continue elsewhere 

as electronic materj~ls become availableo 

In Project BOWLINE at Cam Hanh Bay the installation of elec-

tronic equipment at t~e new communications center was 77 per cent 

complete; at the transmitter and receiver sites the completion 

percentage of t~e electronic installation exceeded 85 per cent. 

Meanwhile, the C0n3tructior. ~_-' 4ae was more than 90 per cent 

complete at each of the siteso 

In Project SEA ANCHOR at D~~ng construction work on the new 

communications center and the transmitter and receiver sites was 

80 per cent comple.e. In addition, the power supply in.tallation 

was 95 per cent comp~ete in the communications center and 90 per 
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cerr;; complete at the receiver and trans.rltter sitee. The instal­

lation of air conditioning was 80 per cent cOlOlplete at all three 

sites. 

On 26 May the e.tablishment of a lamline teletype circuit 

between the Naval Air Facility am the Naval COIIIIlWIicationa 

Station, Cam Ranh Bay ended the need for Air Transportsble 

Communications Unit lOOA. The following day the Unit returned 

to the Naval Communications Station in the Philippines. 

t;;t •••• 
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ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND 

On 10 Kay Admiral Willard J. SMITH, USCG, Commandant of the 

U.S. Coast Guard, arrived in An Thoi to begin a three-day tour of 

Navy ani Coast Guard facilltites in South Vietnam. Among the 

areas visited by Admiral SMITH were Binh Thuy, Saigon, Vung Tau, 

Cat 10, Cam Ranh Bay and Danang. 

On 12 M.v Vice Admiral John J. HYlAND, USN, Commander U.S. 

SEVENTH Fleet, visi~ed the headquarters of Commanier River Patrol 

Force (CTF ll6) at Binh Thuy. Vice Admiral HYIAND participated in 

a PBR patrol ani observed certain phases of GAME WARDEN operations. 

On 20 May Admiral Ulysses S. Grant SHARP, USN, Commander in 

Chief, Pacific, arrived in Saigon to confer with COMUSMACV. In 

the course of his visit Admiral SHARP was briefed by key officers 

of COMNA VFORV' s staff, and visited Chu Lai and Danang. 

)I !UOIkJf 
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Vice A6JrJ.rlll lrrl.A~1l rmd Captain Paul N, GRAY, USN, COl"lUVPATFOR, 
during the fonr.er'. tour at GAl"oE 'wARDEN f .. cilities at 81nh Tht;y . 
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MILITARY CIVIC ACTION AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 

During Kay psychological operations conducted by U.S. and 

Vietnamese naval personnel continued to produce encouraging results. 

In the First Coastal Zone the efforts of Coastal Group 14 

resulted in four Viet Cong, including an assistant village leader, 

returning to Government jurisdiction on 18 Kay. With help from the 

Zone's UoSo Navy "psyops" officer, the Vietnamese took photographs 

of the returne6S (Hoi Chanhs), obtained written statements, and had 

both impri nted on leaDets 0 In addition, interviews with the Hoi 

Chanhs were taped for broadcast purposes. During the next six days 

lOO,COO of the leaflets were dropped througj1out the area, and the 

forn»r village leader made personal loudspeaker appeals from a 

Vietnamese Navy junk. As a result, three more Viet Cong rallied. 

All of the Hoi Chanhs proved cooperative and reported that other 

Viet Cong were close to defection. 

In the Second Coastal Zone loudEpeaker missions conducted by 

Swift boats and junks in the Hon Heo Secret Zone resulted in two 

r"Uiers, In the Mekor,,; DeUa a PBR patrol playing a taped message 

in ~. known hostile area. in the Bassac River was taken under fire 

from three positions on Tan Dinh Island. The PBRs suppressed the 

fi re and ~or..tlm ... ed the mis.9ion ... attracting a large cruwd in the May 

Islam area -' a known enem;y .: rossing rout eo At one point a sampan 

wae rowed out froffi the bank and its occupant. thanked the patrol 

personnel for the broadcast and informed them that PBRs had killed 

two Viet Cong and wounded five others during a fj re fight in the 
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area the previ ous week. 

Elsewhere in the Delta five Viet Cong rallied to PBRs in May, 

using the special USN-VNN amnesty leaflets first distributed in 

March 0 

In the Rung Sat Special Zone two ralliers, one of whom claimed 

to be a former Viet Cong platoon leader, turned in a .45 caliber 

machine gun and led Regional Force troops to an enem;y ClIlIpo 

Following a brief fire fight with a Viet Cong platoon, the troops 

captured a machine gun, two mortars, two carbines and a large 

quanti ty of ammuni tiono 

Among the month's civic action projects was an extensive mission 

in the Second Naval Zone conducted by the VNN's hospital ship, LSM(H) 

4010 From 20 May until the end of the month the ship stopped at 

seven different locations between Nha Trang and Phan Thiet. During 

the trip the ship's doctors and corpsmen treated almost 2,000 

villagers in need of medical or dental attention" Some of the cases 

involved minor surger,yo 

On the afternoon of 14 May Coastal Group 36 units, Popular Force 

troops, and a Navy corpslIBn from USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST 838) 

visited a village on Dung Island near the mouth of the Bassae Rivero 

While the UoSo and Vietnwr.ese medical personnel treated 250 villagers 

in the area, the troops and sailors distributed literature espousing 

the Government IS cause. 

The next day Coastal Group 36 units and a battalion of Ba Xuyen 

Sector forces conduc ted a search and destroy mission on the island. 
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Five Viet Cong were killed during the operation and another was 

captured. Following the incident, medical persomel treated 500 

villagers for routine ailments while the troops distributed food 

and gifts. 

On the 20th unit. of Coastal Groups 34 and 37 transported 200 

Regional Force t,'vOrq , a joint U.S., Australian and VNN medical 

contingent, and the Third Coastal Zone's "psyops" team to the hamlet 

of Xam Giong Bong, 30 miles southwest of Vung Tau. One Vietnamese 

sailor was wounded by sniper fire during the landing and one Viet 

Cong suspect was detained" After the area was "securedjl" the 

medical team treated 150 Vietname se in need of dental care am 500 

others requiring medical help; one of the latter was subsequently 

evacuated for 3lrgical treatnent. 

Throughout the month, in the Nha Be District oouth of Saigon, 

the 2nd Battalion of the Vietnamese Marine Corps conducted a 

continuing series of civic action missions" The projects were 

woven into the battalion"s participation in Operation FAIRFAX, and 

resulted in the medical treatment of 2,500 persons, the dissemination 

of 32 1 000 Itpsywar" leaflets and bookletsjI the construction of 16 

roofs for private dwellings, and the distribution of over 300 tons 

of rice and other foodstuffs. 

The following is a tabulation of certain military civic action 

projects conducted during May by U.S. and Vietnamese naval forces 

and the Vietname se Marine Corps, 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Construction: 
a. Dis pensa rie e 1 
b. Dwellings/number of families 

K6 c. Schools/classrooms 3 12 
d. Wells 5 
e. Churches 1 
r. Flagpoles 1 

Medil!al treatment ~ 
a. General medicine 18,743 
b. Dental 1,278 
c. Surgery 80 
d. Emergency· evacuations 23 
e. Cleft rala te operations 1 

Health and sanitation: 
a. Classes on personal hygiene/attendance 3/35 
b. Imnunizations 991 
c. Medical aides or nurses trained 3 
d. Physieal examinations 2,040 
e. Spray insecticide operations 4 
f. Swamp areas drained 1 

Distrirution of corrmodi ties (pounds unless otherwise 
a. Cement 50,854 
b. Clothing 4,510 
c. Food 190,147 
d. Lumber (board feet) 68,664 
e. Medical~ non-prescri)tion 140 
f. Midwife kits (number 10 
g. School kits (nuniJer) 468 
h. Soap 14,237 
i. Tin sheets l nu.rriJ Eo r ) 503 
j, Woodworking kits (number) 2 
k. Paper bla~~ets (number) 2,256 
l. Personal kits (r.lllllber) 810 
m. Magaz~nes (number) 18,225 

Educa tional efforts ~ 
a. English classes/attendance 52/689 

Volu.ntary piaster 
a. Orphanages 
b, Scha-olB 

(ont Ii tutions in support ofl, 
ll7,OOO 
23,000 

IBOHOOt 

specified): 
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP 

VJETNAMESE NAVY 

At the end of May the personnel strength of the Vietruunelle 

Navy stood at 13,988. Of this number 1,080 were officers, 3,029 

were non-commissioned officers and the remainin& 117879 were 

enlisted men., The number of personnel discharged during the month 

as deserters and the number of unauthorized absentees was 35 and 

314, respectively; the figures represented a continuing decline in 

both categories .. 

On 11 Hay Patrol Motor Gunboats 616 and 618 were made avail-

able for assignment to the Fleet command. Of the four ne,; PGMa 

which arrived in Apri11 these were the first to complete the 

training ~ycle conducted by the VNN's Underway Training Group in 

Saigon. The formal transfer of ownership of the craft from the 

u.S. Navy to the Vietnamese Navy ~as expected to be completed in 

June .. 

On 17 May, for the first time since an independent government 

was established in South Vietnam, a River Assault Group detachment 

was activated outside of the Delta and surrounding region. The 

new unit, ccmpris ing six craft, was established at the Coastal 

Group 12 base at Thus Thien, northeast of Hue. The primary 

mission of the detachment is to conduct j:8trols and support amphib-

ious operations along the rivers, canals and inland shore. of the 

area 20 to 80 miles northwest of Danang. 
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On 24 May the 241 personnel assigned to the last r .. cruit 

training class programmed for i967 completed their indoctrination 

at the Recruit Training Canter, Gam Ranh, At month's em certain 

sections of the center were being revamped to provide facilities 

for the Gunner's Mate am Boatswain's Mate Class A schools sched-

uled to s tart in July, 

Fleet CODJIIaOO 

Of the 26 ships available to the Fleet Cornman! in Ms,y 9 12 

were maintained on st.ation off the coast of South Vietnam~ four 

conducted river p3.trols i and one performed convoy escort duty 

between Vung Tau ani Tan Chau. During the month the shipe of the 

Fleet COlJlMnd conducted 32 ,gunfire support missions, searched 939 

junks ani 4,377 persons, ani detained four junks and 17 suspects, 

Patrol craft (PCs aOO peEs) patrolled the coasts of the First, 

Second and fourth Naval Zones, On 15 May PCE 08 relieved USS LUCID 

(MSO 458) in the northern surveillance barrier of the First Naval 

Zone, On 17 May peE, 12 relieved USS GANNET (MSC 290) in the Second 

~aval Zone, Each peE remained on station for 14 days, constituting 

the most significant integration of the V1~ Fleet Co~nd and USN 

Coastal Surveillan'.:e Force to date o 

landing support ships (LSILs ani LSSLs) provided gunfire 

support and acted a5 convoy escorts in the Third Naval Zone, the 

Fourth Riverine Area and the Rung Sat Spe cial Zone, The ships 

conducted a total of 24 gunfire missions in May, On 5 ani 6 May, 
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LSSL 231 conducted three gunfire support missions against ""ell\)'" 

positions on the north bank of the Bassac River, 50 miles south-

east of Can Tho. The gunfire resulted in the destruction of Uvo 

Viet COiig structures J one bunker am one sampan.. Ir .. additionj 24 

structures were damaged" 

In May the Fleet Command is gunboats (PGMs) conducted river 

and coastal patrol. in the Rung Sat Special Zone ard in tl.s four 

naval Zones, while lhe coastal minesweepers (MSCs) were deployed 

on coastal patrols in the First ani ThJrd Naval Zonee. In the 

RSSZ, moto~ launch minesweeper. (MlMSs) continued their daily 

s.eep operation,' on the Saigon, Long Tau and Nha Be rivers. 

The month's 19 logistical missions resulted in the movement 

of 3,270 tons of cargo and 2,423 personnel. Medium larding shipe 

(ISMs) lifted 1,523 tons of cargo ani 1,968 personnel; tank 

landing shlps (LSTs) lifted 1»522 tons of cargo and 455 personnel; 

and utility landing craft (LeUs) lifted 225 tons of cargo. 

Personnel of the VNN ,lnderwater Demolition Team (IDNN) con-

tinued their nightly hull im'pections of shipe in the Port of 

Saigon, and conducted four operations during tl " month. Two de-

tachments operated in the RSSZ with U.S. Navy SEALs from 1 to 6 

and 15 to 25 May; three IDNNs worked with SEAL detachments in the 

Fourth Riverine Area from the 19th to the 31st; a 15-man detach-

ment conducted beach survey operations in the First ard Second 

Naval Zones from 17 May into June; and two IDNNs assisted the ARVN 
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303rd Engineering Battalion from 13 through 16 ~ while the bat-

talion was constructing bridge defenses at Ban luc. 

Coastal Force 

In May the available units of the Coastal Force-238--had a 

doily employment average of 50 per cent. The units searched 

21.303 ,junks and 80,829 persons during the month, detaining 33 

junks and 624 persons. 

On 2 and 3 May Coastal Group 12 and Headquarters, I Corpe 

Tactical Zone units r.onducted Operation LAM SON 47, 70 miles 

northwest of Danang. One hundred and four Viet Cong were killed 

during the operation and 30 suspects were detained. In addition, 

13 crew-served weapons~ 80 individual weapons, and 24 cases of 

BAR-type ammunition were captured. 

On the afternoon of 7 Ma.r a Coastal Group 14 po.tro"l sighted 

nine Viet COIJ< attempting to cross the Cua Dai River, 14 miles 

south of Danrulg, and req~ested and spotted for U.S. artillery fire 

from a Marine unit. The artillery fire killed t"" of the Viet 

Congo At 0330 the next day, three miles farther east, other Coas-

tal Group 14 units po.rticipated in an operation which resulted in 

the destruction of two Viet Cong check points, the capture of one 

Viet Cong, and the detention of 11 suspects. 

From 16 to 18 Ma.r Coastal Groupe 11, 13, 14 and 15 conducted 

a series of small raids and search and destroy missions along the 

coast. One Viet Cong was killed during this period, another ws" 
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captured, and four others defected. In addition, a 200-pound 

water mine and a small assortment of small...,nns ammunition and 

grenades were seizedo 

On the 20th, COilBtal Grcup 14 and U. S. Marine ground unit .. 

conducted a one-day operation, QUYET TIlANG, 14 miles southeast of 

Danang. Four Viet Cong were killed during the operation and one 

Viet Cong defected. One Marine was wounded. 

That same day Coaseal Group 16 supported the ARVN FOURTH 

Division in Operat~on LIEN KET 104, 67 miles southeast of Danang. 

During the operation, which ended on the 28th, Coastal Group unit. 

detained one junk and 89 5uspect5~ The ground forces, meanwhile~ 

killed 137 Viet Cong and detained over 1,000 suspects. 

At 2350 on 22 May a sampan manned by Coastal Group 13 person-

nel and U.S. Navy advisors encountered two enemy craft on Cau Hai 

Bay, 28 mile. northwest of Danang. During the ensuing l5-minute 

fire fight 19 North Vietname,e and Viet Cong were killed, and one 

Viet Cong was captured. The materiel seized included two carbines, 

a submachine gun, 24 grenades> and a quantity of ammunition and 

documentsc> There Wbre no friendly casualtieso 

On 12 May Coastal Group 24 units in the Second Naval Zone 

conducted a series of s6arch and destroy operations near MY Quangs 

23 mile. south of Qui Nhon. The units destroyed three tons of 

rice contained in th::ee caches, and four enemy tunkerso 

On 4 May, in the Third Naval Zone, Coa.tal Group 36 unit. and 
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Vinh Binh Sector forces coniucted " search and destroy operation 

on the north shore of the Bassac River, ten miles upstream from 

the mouth of the river. Two Viet Cong were killed and t"" inii-

vidual weapons were seized; five members of the sector force were 

>IOwded. On 7 May Coastal Group 36 supported t"" ARVN Special 

ForCBS missions on islands in the mouth of the Bassac River& 

During the t..., operations five Viet Cong were killed; t"" others 

were captured along with a nwnber of rifles and grenades. 

On 8 and 9 May Coastal Groups 32, 33, 34 and 37, together 

with LSIL 327, LSM 404 and PCF 35 Landed and supported Regional 

Force companies 907 and 983 and laOOing psrties from each of the 

coastal groups in Opsration HAl SU 5. The larrling occurred near 

the mouth of the My Tho River, 24 miles southwest of Vung Tau, 

and was opposed by a Viet Cong platoon. Six of the enemy were 

killed (probables) and two were wounded. The ensuing sweep of the 

area by South Vietnamese troops result.ed in the destruction of 200 

punji-stake foot traps, and the seizure of a large quantity of 

documents. The troops also provided protection for VNN medical 

personnel, who tr~ated approxirmtely 80 villagers during the 

operationo 

On the night of 24 May two Coastal Group 36 junks ani four 

U.S. PERs supported a platoon of Vietnamese Special Forces from 

Soc Trang in an operation on the northern end of Dung IslaOO. 

During the mission the platoon was ambushed by an estimated 40 
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Viet Congo Four Vietnamese troops were killed in the action and 

another was wounded" One Viet Cong was capturedo 

At 0030 on 9 May; in the Fourth Naval Zone, junks from Coas-

tal Group 45 detected and forced aground a 40-foot motor junk car-

rying arms o As soon as the enemy junk grounded, 70 miles north of 

Ca Hau POint, the o~cupants began firing on the Coastal Group junkeo 

The Government UIQt., supported by two MARKET TIME craft, suppressed 

the enemy fire, killing two (probables) of the fleeing Viet Congo 

The captured junk was sub.equently towed to the Coastal Group base, 

Included in its cargo were three Russian carbines, one M.-l rifle 9 

three grenade launchers.1 and 800 rounds of small-anns RImlunitiono 

giverine Area Naval Command~ 

In Hay the River Assault Groups conlucted one operation in 

the First. Naval Zone J three in the Third Riverine Area, six in the 

Rung Sat Special Zone ani eight in the Fourth Riverine Are .. o 

The RAG units also performed escort duty and conducted river 

patrol~ base defense and psychological warfare missionso With a 

daily •. verage employment of 70 per cent of the available force of 

141 craft, the RAGs searched 1,827 junks and 4,881 persons, an1 

detained two junks and 11 persons 0 

On 17 May the newly-activated River Assault Group Detachment 

in the First Naval Zone conducted its first operation, code-named 

TIEN SHA 10 ,he one-day operation included the transportation and 

support of a two-platoon force of ARVN Special Forcee and Special 
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A Ri vor A.osauJ. t Group craft 11l."'ld6 U.S. troops of the FIRST Infn.ntry 
DiTi.len during o.,eration IUNHATl'AN, north "f Saigon. 
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Operations Group personnel deployed near Tien She Mountain, 3 

miles east of Danang. 

The month is three operations in the Third Riverine Area in-

volved support of U.S. Army units. From 5 to 7 ~9 13 craft from 

RAGs 24 and 28 provided blocking forces for uI,its of the lm.h 

Light Infantry Brigade conducting Operation DUCK PIN, 15 miles 

southwest of Saigon. The sweeps along the banks of the Vam Co 

Dang River resulted in the detention of five Viet Cong suspects 

and the seizure of large quantities of explosives, medical sup-

plies and document8~ In additionJ several bunkers and foxholes 

and three emplaced 57-mm. rifles were destroyed. 

From 6 to 10 May, 1.4 craft frern RAGs 28 am 30 "nd three 

craft from the River Transport Escort Group* psrticipst,ed in the 

U.S. FIRST Infantry Division's Operation MANHAT'i'AN, 25 miles north 

of Saigono Numerous Viet Cong bunkers am tunnel c~;.,lexes were 

destroyed during the operation. Afterwards two VNN sailors ""re 

wounded when their craft, returning to its base~ was mined o 

* A specially-trained Vietnamese Navy unit under the operational 
control of the Waterway Transport Office of the Government's 
Public Works Dep'rtment. The principal mission of the River 
Transport Escort Group (RTEG) is to escort commercial traffic 
along the waterways of the Mekong Delta between Saigo nand Bac 
Lieu. Composed of seven officers, 200 enlisted men, and 28 
river assault craft, the RTEG assigns five to seven craft to 
accompany each convoy; the size of the convoy ranges from 15 
to as many as 70 junks and barges. A convoy leaves Saigon 
approximately every ten days, arriving back in the Capital 
about 22 daye later. 
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Units of RAG 30 supported U.S. NINTH Infantry Division units 

in Operation FAIRFAX from 17 to 20 and 25 through 31 May. On the 

28th a RAG unit killed four Viet Cong and captured an enemy sMlpan 

during a fire fight on the Tao River, 8 miles northeast of Saigon, 

In a one-day operation on the 31st, LSIL 331 and 13 craft 

from RAGs 22 and 28 :!.:..nded tlW Regional Force companies in an area 

12 miles southeast of Saigon, Two Viet Cong were killed during 

the assault as the troops destroyed one junkj seven sampar~j 57 

structures~ one medical aid station j 20 'water mines and two cases 

of locally-made land mines and grenadeso 

On 2 May seven craft from RAGs 25 and 29, enroute from Can 

Tho to Ca MaUl' engaged an enemy unit in a canal 40 miles south of 

Can Tho, During the fire fight three ~in-force Viet Cong of 

Company 404 were captured." together with a quantity of arms,<I 

documents and medical Buppliesc 

On 9 and 10 May RAGs 23 and 31 supported a multi-battalion 

force of the AhVN NINTH Division and Regional and Special Forces 

units in Operation lDNG PHI 999/J. During the operation, corrluc-

ted ten miles north of Sa Dec.~ the grolli1d forces killed ten Viet 

Congj captured ten others,; and detained ten suspectso At the same 

time RAG personnel searched 107 junks and 245 persons. 

On the 12th and 13th, the VNN's LCU 538 and 21 craft from 

hAGs 25, 27, 29 and 32 supported the ARVN NINTH Division in 

Operation LONG PHI 999, 18 miles southeast of Can Tho. Twenty-
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five Viet Cong were captured during this period, another wae 

ki: led, and four suspects ""re detained. One RAG sailor _. 

wounded, as well as three ARVN 9olrliarso 

Vietnamese Navy Statistical SummaEf 
May 1967 • 

Searched Detained 
Coastal Force Junks PeoEle Junks PeoEle 

I NZ 7,095 27,079 ----z9 469 
II NZ 5,360 19,171 3 144 

III NZ 6,303 25,231 0 7 
IV NZ 2,545 9,348 1 4 

Sub-Tota~ 21.303 80,829 33 624 

Fleer. Command 
Patrol Ships 939 4,377 4 17 

hiverin~rea 

Craft 1.827 4,881 2 11 

Tc-:..als 24,,069 90,087 39 652 

"*" 
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS 

During the month the six battalions of the Vietnamese Marine 

Corps operated in the 11 and III Corps Tactical Zones, the Rung 

Sat Speclal Zone and the Fourth Riverine Area. The infantry bat-

talions were committed to ~ombat operations 84 per cent of the 

time and the three batteries of the Artillery Battalion were com-

mitted 74 per cent of the time. 

Brigade Force A, consisting of a headquarters, the 4th and 

5th Marine Battalions, and Battery B of the Artillery Battalion, 

continued operations be~un in April in the Bong Son area of the 
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II Corps Tactical Zone o 

The operations resulted in light, scattered contact with Viet 

Cong unitso From the 1st through the 4th there were eight minor 

incidents which resulted in three Viet Cong being killedo r..o 

Viet Cang '\I."8re captured in addition to an ass')rtment of grenades 9 

clothes and documents" Three Marines were killed and six were 

wounded 0 In an encounter on the 5th~ one Marine was killed and 

two were wourrled .... nile four Viet Cong were killed arrl one was 

captured~ That. day the: p.ar:ines detained 68 suspects" 

From 6 to 16 Hay !I in a series of brief incidents~ nine Viet 

Cang were killed j one was captured~ and one ARVN deserter and 

seven suspects were detained" Three Marines were killed and 16 

were wourrled, two of those killed and nine of the wourried were 

felled by snipers or booby trapso 

At 0400 on 17 May a Viet Cong platoon attacked a Marine out-

post and killed two Marines 0 Between the 17th and the 24th one 

Viet Cong was k.illed~ two were captured" and six suspects were 

detained 0 One Marine was woundedo 

On the 24t.h a un~t of the Force made contact with a Viet Cong 

platoon;. killing ten j capturing five 9 and detaining four 5USpeCtso 

One Marine was killed and a..l1other 1"m.5 wounded o Among the items 

seized were a 045 caliber piator and 17 grenades o 

From t.he 25th through the 31st, in eight separate incidents, 

three Viet Cong ",ere captured and nine suspects were det-ained. 
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Ifl.lI'ing this period three Marines were killed and seven were woun;" 

ded. 

Brigade Force B, composed of a headquarters, the 1st and Jrd 

Battali~ns, and Battery C of the Artillery Battalion, _s activated 

0n 24 May and transported by road convoy from Saigon to the Can 

Tho area" The Force operated as a reaction and search unit under 

the operational control of the ARVN 21st Division until 27 May, and 

under the ARVN NINTH Division from the 28th to the 31st. 

On the 28th the Force participated in Operation WNG PHI 

999/N, ten miles southeast of Can Tho. Landed by RAG craft, the 

Marines swept the area on the 28th and 29th, killing two Viet Cong 

and detaining six suspectso Seven Marines were wounded" On 31 

May tha Force returned to Saigon" 

Earlier in the month, the 1st Battalion and Battery A of the 

Artillery Battalion had conducted water..ay security and search and 

destroy operations in the RSSZ. Contact with the enemy was spora-

die and light. On 1 May the Jrd Company discovered an enemy base 

camp 16 miles northwest of Vung Tau and destroyed five huts (two 

of vhich were booby-trapped), nine sampans, ten lani mines and one 

ton of rice. Two Marines were killed and t"" were wounded. 

On the Hth the 1st Battalion was relisved by the 6th 3attal-

ion and returned to its base camp at Thu Duc. From 19 to 22 May 

the 1st Battalion maintained security in the Capital Military 

District, operating principally in the Go Vap sector north of 
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Saigon. On 24 Ms;y- the Battalion deployed as a part of Brigade 

Force Bo 

The 2nd Battalion, operating in the Nha Be District through-

out the month, cont.inued to conluct search an! destroy missions 

an! civic action projects tcgether with units of the U,S, 199th 

Light Infantry Brigade conducting Operation FAIRFAX, The battalion 

provided daytime security patrols and nighttime ambushes and patrols 

designed to protect the progress of their civic action undertakings. 

The 3rd Battalion remained at its base camp at Thu Due until 

11 May when it began a week of security duty on the perimeter of 

Tan Son Nhut Air Base, The battalion then returned to camp until 

the 24th, when it joined Brigade Force B, 

At Thu Duc on the 8th of May the 6th Battalion was inspected 

by Lieutenant General Le Nguyen KHANG, VNMC, Commandant, VietnallEs. 

Marine Corps" In a subsequent dedication ceremony the battalion 

was formally activated as a canbat unit, On 11 May the battalion 

relieved the 1st Battalion in the RSSZ, There was no contact with 

the enemy until 29 May when one Viet Cong was killed and another 

was wounded during an atta~k on a Viet Cong base camp on the west 

bank of the Long Tau River, 2!J miles northwest of Vung Tau, The 

battalion destroyed the camp .• which contained 23 huts, an! with-

drew o 

The morale of the Vietnamese Marine Corpa remained at a high 

level and the leadership in all units was considered to be excellent 
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throughout the month. During May the Corps sccounted for 30 enemT 

killed, :u. captured and 180 suspects detained. S1xteen Marines 

were killed and 42 Marines were wounded. 

Vietnamese Marine Corps Statistical Summary 
)(ay 1967 

"IC/NVA, 30 KIA, :u. captured, 180 suspects detained. 

VNMC: 16 KIA, 42 WIA. 

Materiel Captured or Destrozed: 

Hand Grenade. 
Bangalore torpedos 
Submaohine guns 
M-l rifles 
K-50 SMGs 
.45 caliber pistols 
Huts 
Sampans 
Rice (tons) 
RUle grenade. 
K-50 ammunition (rounds) 
Shelters 
Trench lines (meters) 
Bunkers 
Mines 

35 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
5 

13 
1 
1 

1,000 
26 

100 
2 

15 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF NAVAL AIJIlISORY GROUP-U. S. NAVAL FORe!'S, 
VIETNAM 

The U,S. Navy's advisory effort in Vietnam began in 1950. In 

October of that year, a staff of eight officers and enlisted men 

established the Navy Section of the U ,S, Ki1itary Assistance end 

Advisory Group (MUG). The primary mission of the Navy Section was 

to provide aid that would help strengthen the coastal and river 

security of Vietnam Q 

Throughout the 1950'5 and the early 1960's, thE advisory effort 

increased gradually as the Navy Section supervised the transfer of 

craft and equipment to the Vietnamese i;" rf and furnished advisors 

to the various training centers, the Saigon shipyard and the coastal 

and river patrol units, Assistance was also provided to the Vietnamese 

Marine Corps, 

In 1962 the expanding American effort led to the establishment 

of the U, S, Mili tary Assistance Command. Vietnam (MACV). The MUG, 

meanwhile, continued to administer the functional aspects of the 

military ;;.1d program. The end of 1962 brought the arrival of the 

first Seabee Technical Assistance Teams, highly-skilled groups 

destined to play a key role in the field of mill tary civic action. 

By 1963 there were over 700 U, S. personnel in the Navy Section; 

many of these men were assigned to the Headquarters Support Activity, 

a Navy command that provided logistic support for most of the U. S, 

forces in South Vietnam, In 1964, the functions of the HAAG were 

absorbed by MACV and in ~ the title of the Navy Section was changed 
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to Naval Advisory Group. On 10 Hay 196, Rear Admiral Norvell G. WARD, 

USN, assumed the duties of Chief, Naval Advisory Group. 

In July, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet units engaged in coastal patrols 

(Operation MARKET TIME) were placed under the operational control 

of Chief, Naval Advisory Group, and the Coastal Surveillance Force 

(Task Force 115) was activated. Fast patrol craft (PCFs) and 

Coast Guard cltters (ViPBs) eventually became the backbone of the 

sea surveillance effort as TF lIS continued to grow in late 1965 

and early 1966. 

In March 1966 the first river patrol boats (PBRs) arrived in 

South Vietnam as the River Patrol Force (Task Force 116), est4D~ished 

in December 1965, moved to counter enemy activity in the Mekong Delta 

(Operation GAME WARDEN). At the same time, minesweepers began opera­

tl.ons in the Long Tau channel in order to keep that vi tal shipping 

lane open from th~ South China Sea to Saigon. 

The need to unify the burgeoning U. S. Navy commitment under 

a single component commander directly responsible to COMUSMACV led 

to ~he establishment in April of a major Navy conunand, U. S. Naval 

Forces, Vietnam (NAVFORV). On 1 April Rear Admiral WARD assumed 

the additional duty of Commander U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam. 

In addition to Task Force 11, and Task Force 116, the new 

command included opp.rational control of the Naval Support Activity, 

Danang, the Naval Support Activity, Ssdgon (the U. S. Army had 

assumed the Headquarters Support Activity functions), and the 30th 

Naval Construction Regiment. In June, the activities of all Seabee 
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units in South Vietnam were consolidated with the recommissioning 

of the THIRD Navsl Construction Brigade, under the operational 

control of COMNAVFffiV 0 

During 1966 COMNAVFORV's widely deployed forces helped improve 

the posture of the Vietnamese Navy and the Vietnamese Marine Corps, 

reduced sea infiltration, disrupted enemy lines of communications, 

constructed facilities valued at 28 million dollars, and supported 

100,000 combat forces in the I Corps Tactical Zone as well as navsl 

forces throughout the Republic of Vietnam, 

In February 1967 a new component of NAVFORV, the Riverine 

Assault Force (Task Force 117), was activated under the operational 

control of COMNAVFORV o The mis~ion of the new force included 

riverine assault operations in support of Uo So Army forces in the 

Mekong Delta and the Rung Sat Special Zone, 

On 27 April Rear Admiral Kenneth L, VETH, USN, relieved Rear 

Admiral WARD and assumed t.."e duties of COMNAVFORV/CHNAVADVGRP. 

By the end of May the numerical strength of U, So Naval Forces, 

Vietnam exceeded 24,000 officer. and enlisted men. 
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APPENDIX III 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

The folloving tabulation is a statistical SUMmBrT of the 

religious services conducted during May. 

I, Religious Servicee, 

a o Divine Servicesg 

(1) U ,S. Naval Forces, Vietn8lll Installations 

Number of Services 
Attendance 
Communed 

Sunday 
170 

5,2)6 
1,4)9 

(2) Other Military Installations 

Number of Services 
Attendance 
Comnruned 

(3) Civilian Churches 

Number of Services 
Attendance 
C OIlll11Uil<: d 

Sund6! 

2,443 
896 

SundY. 
3 

847 
)1:5 

Weekd~ 

262 
117 

Weekday 
o 
o 
o 

Total 
300 
6,554 
2,115 

Total 
~ 
2,705 
1,01) 

Total 
'--3 

847 
345 

b. Religious services conducted by lay leaders and chaplains 
other than those attached to NAVFORV, 

Denomina.tion 

Catholic 
Protesta.:...t 

Chaplains 
No. Attend. 

73 -2;'i!'i 
23 811 

Lay Leaders 
No. Attend, 
b 5h 

27 15~ 

Co Other religious servi·;e;o in which chaplains participated8 

Type of Service 
Memorial (71 
Burial at Sea (1) 
Morning prayer (14) 
Lutheran Communion (1) 
Church of Christ (1) 

III-l 

Attendance 
762 
110 

48 
23 
18 
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