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FOREWCORD

The month of May was marked by numercus incidents inveol~! g
underwater activity by the enemy. In the Mekong Delta, at least
three Vist Cong swimmers were killed during a series of abortive
attempts to sabotage units of Operavicn GAME WARDEN. In I.Corps,
a dredge a:sd a lighter were mined in the Cua Viet approaches to
Dong Ha, 85 miles northwest of Danang.

Cn 15 hay and again on the 19th, elements of the Riverine
Assault Force operating in the Delta experienced their firat major
contact with the Viet Cong., During the encounters; conducted at
close range, the special armor of the assault craft proved effec-
tive against 57-mm. recoilless-rifle fire., However, 82-mm,
caliber ammurition penetrated the armor.

The unit compcsition of Operation MARKET TIME underwent a
number of changes in May. Two of the newly-constructed, high-
speed gunboats (PGs; arrived for duty, and three high-endurance
Coast Guard cutlters (WHECS) arrived as replacements for DERsQ_ In
addition, two patrol craft of the Vietnsmese Na%% ;éé}étéd as
MARKET TIME units during the secord half of the month.

The zontinuing fierce tempo of combat operations in I Corps
took its toll of Seabees in May aw twn battalions suffered 21
casualties., Most of the injuries occurred on 8 May, 2,000 yards
from the Demilitarized Zone, when 13 men were wourded during an
attempt by enemy trcops to overrun a Speclal Forces camp the Sea-

bees were building.
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Saigon's Naval Support Activity detachment at Nha Be battled
two intense POL fires duving the month. On 3 May, a 60-foot junk
loaded with gasoline caught fire and eventually exploded after it
was towed away from a fuel pier. On 11 May, a blaze aboard a
Philippine tanker carrying 10,000 gallons of JP-4 fuel was finally
brought under control after almost nine hours of sustainea effort
by detachment personnel,

In May the Vietnamese Navy activated a River Assault Group at
the Coastal Group 12 bese near Hue, QQEEEEE_EQQ_iixg&_&;mqngﬂﬁﬁgu
ggquoperated beycnd,the_Delta.and_surroundingQRﬁgion“sincﬁ Seuth

Vietnam became an independent nation, On 11 May, two of the four

[

! new motor gunboats (PGMs) recently acquired by the Navy completed

. underway training and were assigned to the Fleet Command.

SRR
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RIVER PATROL FORCE (TASX FORCE 116)

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP

In May there was no major hostile fire activity in the Rung
Sat Special Zone, In a series of minor incidents GAME WARDEN urits
engaged small groups of Viet Cong along enemy lines of communica-
tions and ambush sites,

On 18 May a helicopler fire team discovered a S0-foot watch=
tower overlooking the junction of the Lo Ren ard Vam Sat rivers,
The helicopters took the tower under fire and killed its two
occupants while they were attempting to flee, That same day Navy
helicopters supporting the operations of the ARVN héth Regiment in

Long An province, southwest of Can Gioug, killed at least five,

and possibly ten more, Viet Cong, Two Navy pilots were slightly

wounded during the engagement,

On the night of 25 May, a PBR patrol in the central Soirap
River received about 30 rounds of automatic-weapons fire from a
sampan near the north bamk, The patrol returned the fire and was
joined by a heavy helicopter fire team, which discovered and des-
yroyed 16 sampans and two huts in the area, In addition, fire

»m the helicopters triggered one secondary explosion, There were
no U,S, casualties, The extent of the enemv’s personnel cagualties
was undeterriined,

o
DELTA RIVER PATRCL GROUP

Operations in the Ham Luong River

During May most of the activity in the Ham Luong River occcurred

CONFIDENTIAL
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near Cu Lao Oc, a long, narrow island three miiss do¢¥natream from

the mouth of the Ben Tre Canal, On 24 May the Officer in Charge,
River Patrol Sectlon 531, three PBR crewmen and a Vietnamece

national policeman were killed by intense enemy fire from the north
pank of the river, four miles downstream from Cu Lao Oc, Five other
.S, sailors were wounded during the action,

The patrol, composed of PERs 101 and 106, was attacked by
automatic-weapons and recoilless-rifle fire from saveral Viet Cong
positions, The patrol returned the fire, Then a recoilless-rifle
round struck the forward ,50 caliter mount of PBR 1Cl, 't1lling the
gunner, the patrol officer and the helmsman. The midships gunner
was subsequently killed by machine gun fire as the PBR veered toward
the bank out of control., The wounded after gunner finaily managed
to bring the boat under control and turnzd clear of the range of fire.

The Vietnamese policeman, embarked in PBR 106, was killed xoen
a recoilless-rifle round struck the patrol boat amidships. The
effects of the burst also seriously wounded ihe boat captain and the
after gunner, an< disabled the craftfs port engine,

During the engagement armed Lelicopters and fixed-wing aircraft
launched strikes against the ambush sites, Subsequent intelligence
reports indicated that the air strikee and the PBR fire had killed
at least 19 Vie% Cong and wourded 36 others.

In early May, to meet the threat posed by the reported presence
of about 3,000 main-force Viet Cong troops in Kien Hoa province, the

commander of the Delta River Patrol Group redeployed certain forces

CONFIDENTIAL
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(Operation OVERLOAD) in an effort to interdict enemy lines of commi-
nications within the province and from adjacent provinces., Units
were moved from the upper rivers to provide increased patrol density
in the My Tho, Bassac and Ham Luong rivers; and to pave the way for
incuraions intn the Ba Lal; 2 narrow river running between the Ba
Tri and bini. Jal zreas of Xien Hoa province, During the latter part
of the month helicopters conducting patrols along the Ba Lal (where
a 2l-heur curfew had been placed in effect) killed 22 Viet Cong,
destroyed 25 sampans and 18 strictures, damsged four sampans and
five structures; and triggered three secondary explosions,

Operaticns in the Mekong (My Tho) River

During day there wag an increase in the number of nostile fire

and evasion incidents along the My Tho stretch of the Mekong River,

On 10 May PBRs interdicted a crossing by three Viet Cong in a

sampan three miles east of Cai Be, The three men took to the water
upon being hailed and swam ashore; from the beach they opencd fire
on the patrol with small arms, The PBRs' return fire killed one
man and wounded anotier, who managzed to escape, Tre third Viet
Cong was captured and delivered to the Vietnamese authorities at My
Tho for interrogation,

On the merming of 13 May. a four-man SEAL patrol was landed on
Thoi Son Island to set up a "listening post® near the house of a
suspected Viet Cong, An hour later seven men were landed on the
island by a water~taxi and entered the house, The SEALs walted 15

minutes, then called the group out. The men immediately tried to
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escape and the SEALs opened fire, killing two of the Viet Cong and
wounding two ¢thers, Later, documents found on one of the corpses
indicated that the man had been a member of a sapper squad (a Vet
Cong sabotage unit), The incident alss resuvlted in the capture of
a quantivy of documents, which included.a muster st of a Viet
Cong sapper platoon, descriptions of some of the platoon®s past
activities, and reconnaissance repcrts on potential tawvgets,

On 18 May a seven-man SEAL —econnaissance team was landed on
Ilo Tlo Island; near the muuth of the My The, in response to an
irtelligence report about a Viet Cong medical training center, The
team found an aid station ~nd confiscated assorted medicines, medical
supplies and medical books, Moving southwestward, the SEALs disco-
vered a camp containing three huts, two bunkers, numerous cormand-
detonated booby traps, and six Viet Cong, The téam killed five of
the Viet Cong, wounded the sixth; and captured four Chinese Communist
rifles, The SEfLs then destroyed the camp and withdrew, with a
number of Viet Cong in unsuccessfrl pursuit.

Operations in the Co Chien River

In May. most of the encounters wi.th the Viel Cong along the
Co Chien River involved PBR support for Vietnamese outposts under
attuck . or enemy fire directed at the PBRs from the river banks
ot from evading sampans,

On 31 May, YBRs pursulng ar svading sampan were taken under
gmall-arms fire from the scuth bank ot the river near the mouth

of the Mang Thit Canal, The FBRs suppressed the fire with M-16
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rifles amc' then embarked three Popular Forces troops 4t a nearby

outpost in order tc investigate the sampan; which had been aban-

doned a short distance up the canal,

Once inside the canzl the patrol noted considerable éampan
activity and again came under small-arms fire, The return Iire
from the PBRs triggered one secondary explosicn from a sampan on
the bank, The PBRs then came under heavy auiomatic-weapons flre,
which was returned, Shortiv thov-after. Vietnamese RAG units and
an LSSL relieved the PBEl# and tia pairel withdrew, its supply of
ammunition nes:ly depleted, The PBR fire had killed at least cne
Viet Cong and destroyed two junks and a sampan, There were ne
U.S, casualties,

Operations in the Bassac River

On the morning of 6 May the Viet Cong exploded a mine against
a PER patrol near the mouth of the Bassac River, At the same time
heavy fire broke out frem the barnk or nearby Con Coc Island, The
four PBRs returned the fire with their .50 caliber machine guns and
6Q=mm, mortars, The martar fire triggered a series of secondary
explosions which lasted for 30 mimutes, Although the mine explosion
had 1ifted one PBR about five feet out of the water, there were no
V.S, casuaities or material damage, At least one Viet Cong was
killed during the engagement,

Cﬁ 9 May, PBRs supperting a SEAL ambush team destroyed one
Junk and gix sampans and killed at least two Viet Cong in a narrow

channal between Tan Dinh Island and the north bank of the river,
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The PBRs had entered the channel in an attempt to draw Viet Cong
units toward the northern end;, whers the SEAL smbush was set,
However, the enemy opened fire on the patrel from two bunkers
and from a junk, The PBRs sllenced the fire from the jurk and
one bunker, and called in a helicopter strike, which neutralized
the other bunker,

After the bunkers were silenced the PBRs continued down the
channel, engaging snipers and auntomatic-weapons positlions on both
banks,. With support from the helicopters, the PBRs suppressed
the enemy fire,

On 19 May, PBRs disrupted a Viet Cong loudspeaker team which
had been broadcasting propaganda in connection with the birthdgy
of tl= Yorth Vietnamese President, Ho Chi Mi.>, The river patrol,

which had been informed of the team's locatiza by the commanding

officer of Coastal Group 36, surprised the Viet Cong as they were

leaving Tron Island in samparns,., Wwhen the sampans attempted to evade
to the bank they were taken under fire, which resulted in seven of
the enemy being killed,

GAME WARDEN Support Ships

On several occasions during the month, GAME WARDEN support
LSTs conducted gunfire missions against targets of opportunity or
in regponse to requests, On 11 May HUNTERDON COUNTY blew up an
ammunltion cache in the Long Toan Secret Zone, The ship had
detected a moving contact on radar as 1t entered a canal, At the

request of the Vietnamese Sub-sector Contrel Center, the contact

CONFIDENTTAL
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was taken under fire, A night observation device was used to spot
the fall of shot as semi-automatic LO-mm, fire was "walked® up the
canal, The fire triggered a secondary explosion 75-100 feet in
height and several smaller explosions, Thirty minutes later the
bright orange flash of another explosion; accompanied by a fireball
100-125 feet in diameter; erupted in the same area,

Viet Cong Swimmer Activity

During May; Viet Cong swimmers were encountered in several
areas of the Mekong Delta amid intelligence reports that the
Thanh Phu Secret Zone was being used as a sapper training area,

On the night of 15 May a PBR patrol killed two Viet Cong

swimmers near Dung Igiand, On 1% May a Navy helicopter spotted

six Viet Cong in black rubber suits and swim fins off the Thanh

Phu Secret Zone, The helicopter killed ene of the swimmers prior
0 being driven off by enemy ground fire,

Later in the month, several unsuccessful sabotage attempts
were made against USS HARNETT COUNTY {LST 821) while it was
anchored in the mouth ¢f the Ham Luong near the Thanh Phu Secret
Zone, On 28 May, when a deck sentry killed a man astride a log
near the shiz, a small secondary explesion ensued, On 29 May a
sentry threw a grenade at a man whe was seen in the water near
the forward boat boom, Subsequent investigation disclosed that
the boom had been tampered with,

On the morning of 30 May a PBR patrol engaged two swimmers

10 CONFIDENTI AL
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near the mouth of the Ham Luong, Four rounds of M=79 grenadns were

fired at the swimmers, who disappeared,
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE ¥ORCE (TASK FORCE 115)

In May the unit composition of the Coastal Survelllance Force
underwent a number of changes,

Early in the month the first of the newly-constructed gunbcats--

ASHEVILIE (PC 8,) and GALLUP (PG 85)—arrived and began MARKET TIME

patrols. In mid-May the first three 311-Class, high-endurance Coast
Guard cutters--BARATARIA (WHEC 381 ), BERING STRAIT {WHEC 382) and
GRESHAM (WHEGC 387 )-~-chopped to CTF 115 as MARKET TIME replacements
for SEVENTH Fleet DERs=,

On 15 May, the Vietnamese Navy's PCE 08 relieved U3S LUGID
(MSC 458) of MARKET TIME duties in the First Coastal Zone and
remained on station until the 29th. On 17 May, the VNN’s PCE 12
relieved USS GANNET (MSC 290) 1n the Second Coastal Zone and con.
ducted MARKET TIME patrols through the end of the month,

GANNET proceeded to *he Fourtk Riverine Area for special patrol
duties, LIJCID, meanwhile, prozeeded to Danang for special mine-
sweeping duty occasioned by the sapper threat %o Danang's harbor
and bay.

OPERATION MARKET TiME

In May MARKET TIME un'ts detected almost 115,000 junks and
sampans; over cre-third of these were inspected and over one-fourth
were boarded. The boardings resulted in the detention of over 100
junks and nearly 1,500 suspects. In addition, MARKET TIME units
detected over 700 steel-huiled craft during the month; over one-

third of these were inspected or boarded,
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BEAU CHARGER
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The month's MARKET TIME activity also included participation
in eight ground operations; 20 gunfire support missions, 50 hostile
fire incidents, 12 evasion incidents and six search and rescuse
miscinns,

MARKET TIME Swift boats and Coast Guard cutters provided
exflltration patrols and gunfire support for four operations in
each of the first two coastal zones. In the Pirst Coastal Zone,
support for a combined U.S. Army/R.0.K. Marine operation conducted
40 miles southeast of Danang from 5 to 13 May resulted 1n one Viet
Cong killed by patrol units, Operation BEAU CHARGER, condicted
from 19 through 26 May just south of the Demilitarized Zom:,
resulted in three Viet Cong suspects captured, and one junk
destroyed and two damaged.

In the Secord Coastal Zone, Swift boats and Coast Guard cutters
conducted exfiltration patrols for four U.S. Army operations on 8,
9, 13 and 24 May. The patrols were conducted along 20 miles of the
coastline in the northern part of the Zone amd resulted, respectively,
in the detention of 20 junks and 150 persona, four junks and 16
persons, eight sampans and 49 persons, and 65 junks end sampans and
32!, persons,

May‘'s 50 hostile fire incidents accounted for eight sampans
and six structures destroyed and three Viet Cong suspects captured.
On the afternoon of the lith PCF 99 received hostile fire from the
beach, 67 miles eoutheast of Danang, while broadcasting a "psywar”

appeal. PCFs 19, 75 and 76 Joined PCF 99 and returned the fire.

1 CONFIDENTIAL
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Throe sailort and one U.S. Marine were wounded during the engagement.
The month's 20 gunfire support missions resulted in two junks
and nine sampans destroyed, 11 sampans damaged and one captured, 18
structures destroyed and 12 dsmaged, and 28 bunkers destroyed and
13 damaged. In addition, three secondary explosions and 11 secondary
fires were observed,
Three Viet Cong were captured and six were killed {probables)
a3 a result of May's 12 evasion incidents. Also, four Junks and
two sampans were destroyed, two junks were damaged, and two basket
beoats were destroyed and three captured,
Two of the month's six SAR missions involved Marine CH-46

nelicopters which crashed 31 and 18 miles southeast of Danang.

Nine of the 17 perscns aboard were rescued in the first incident;

the bodies of the crew were reccvered in the second incident. In
a third aircraft incident involving MARKET TIME units, one crewman
was rescued from a Navy US-2C which crashed six miles east of An
Thoi; the bodies of the other two crewuen were recovered during
subsequent salvage operations.

On 9 May, PCF 37 and USS KOINER (DER 331) assisted the U.S.
tug OJCEOLA which had run aground 45 miles east of Vung Tau. The
Swift remained on the scene until salvage tugs arrived. On 22 May
PCF 16 found a drifting junk containing two adults and a boy, 16
miles southeast of Danang. The junk's occupants stated that they
had been adrift for two weeks, The PCF towed the junk to the

Coastal Group 16 base near Quang Ngai.

HF
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OPERATION STABLE DOOR

In May STARLE DOOR units detected over 75,000 junks amd
sampans; cver 15,000 of these were inspected, Both figures more
than doubled any previous monath's total since STABLE DOOR operaticns
began in November 1366, In addition, nearly 8,000 craft were
boarded in May; 38 of these werw detained together with almost 400
suspects.

On 9 May, harbor defense LCPL3 and MARKET TIME PCFs rescued a

number of Vietnamese civilisans fr.a Qui Nhonls inner harbor

following a Viet Cong nortar attack wn the péuz*t. facilities, The

mortars struck fuel pumps in the harbir and caused extensive
damage.

During the month, the first four 435-foot harbor patrol piclret
boats arrived in countty and were assignsd to Inshere Undersea
Warfare Unit 1 at Vung Tau. In addition, IUWU 4 at Nha Trang
received two more Skimmers.

In May IUWU 1 detained 35 junks and .82 persons; IUWU 2 at
Cam Ranh Bay detained one junk and 40 persons; IUWU 3 at Qui Nhon
detained two junks aml 84 persons; and IUWY 4 detained 83 persons.

SR
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE (TASK FORCE 117)

On 15 May, the Riverine Assault Force experienced its filrst

major contact with the Viet Cong when elements of Task Grovp 117.2
engaged enemy units armed with heavy automatic weapons and recoils~ *
less rifles 15 miles west of My Tho,

Initial contact occurred at 0815 while the monitor and four
ATCs of Task Elememt 117.2.l.2 were proceeding to hwlocking stations
along Tra Tan Creek after having landed U.5, trocps participating
in Operation HOP TAC XVIII, a multi-battalion search and destroy
misstion involving the Second Brigade, NINTH Infantry Division,
The enemy opened fire on the riverine craft with smgll arms, then
atruck ATC 92-6 with a round of 57-um, recoilless-rifle fire,
The craft's speclal bar~and-plate armor checked the round s impact
and helped avert serious structural damage, The enemy fire was
subsequently suppressed and the task element continued north along
the waterway,

At 1300, during a southbound sweep of Tra Tan, the element
was attacked again by Viet Cong forces, A round of recoilless-
rifle fire hit ATC 92-6, wounding three cre.men and the embarxed
river division commander, Two other ATCs and a CCB were also hit
by recoilless-rifle rounds, but sustained no personnel casualtles
or materlal damage,

An hour later Monitor 91-2 tock one of the recoillesu=-rifle
positions under fire, killing one Viet Cong, At the same time four

of the monitor?s crewmen were wounded by small-arms fire, The

19 CONFIDENTTAL
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| riverine assault units then withdrew from the area wnile air strikes
were delivered againse the enemy sites,

About 1630, in the same general area, Task Element 117,2,1.4
(three ATCs) killed three Viet Cong before aircraft moved in to
launch st:ikes against the withdrawing Viet Cong,

The encounters on 15 May were the major incidents between
riverine assault units and the eremy during tho month, On several
other occasions units engaged in trocp-1lift, blocking or patrocl
operations exchanged fire with the =remy in the My Tho-Dong Tam
area, Most of these incidents iwvolved small-arms flre, However,
on 19 May thrre ATCs were hit by three rounds of 82-mm, caliber
ammunition {probably B-LO rockets} in the Xang Canal, just seouth
of the Long Dinh Bridge, Thre:- Viet Cong were killed by the ATCs!
return fire, which also triggered a fecondary explosion, Alt.hoﬁgh

the damage to the assault eraft was relatively minor, 1t was found

that B82-mm, caliber ammuvn!tion was capable of penetrating the ATC's

armor,

In the Rung Sat Spacial Zone, TWcomimed ta
support Operation SPEARHEAD I until its termination on 11 May, Tue
operation accounted for 13 Viet Cong killed, six more probabliy
killed, and four captured,

During ike remainder of the month Task Force 117 units in the
1SS7 comlucted advanced training exercises, security patrols and
interdiction operations, In addition, periodic landing operations

iy the RSSZ were conducted with troops lifted from Dong Tam by

20 CONFIDENTIAL
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Task Group 117.2 units,

On 2 May, with the arrival of USS COLLETON (APB 36), the

Mobile Riverine Base was complete, and plans vere formlated to

move the MRB to Dong Tam in early June, By the end of May all

LCM conversions, except for two command/control boats and four

monitors, had arrived in country,. . The si: were
’_‘____.._____‘______.._.._.___..._——.-"— -

expected to arrive in =W,

I
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U.S. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG

During May the Cua Viet——the major supply route to Dong Ha
from the South China Sea--was the scene of several mining incidents.
On 9 May the U.S, Army dredge HYDE was mined while operating in
the Cua Viet entrance channel. HYDE was repaired and bhack in
operation within 24 hours.

A second incident occurred on 15 May when NAVSUPPACT Danang's

YFU 55 was mined while anchored near the LCM/LCU ramp at Dong Ha.

The damaged craft subsequently returned to Danang and was drydocked
for repairs. On 18 May, on the basis of intelligence received from
local fishermen, a controlled mine containing 350 pounds of TNT and
ten pounds of plastic explosives was found in the Cua Viet by Navy
diversa,

As a result of the ominous enemy activity, NAVSUPPACT insti-
tuted additional security measures, An ILCPL and four divers were
assigned to Dong Ha to augment the harbor and river security forces.
At Danang the number of harbor patrol craft operating at night was
increased from five to seven, and the Vietnamese linison personnel
aboard the craft were augmented by Vietnamese national policemen.
Also, a floating-barrel fence was positioned around the_APIs ard
the small boat basin to provide a barrier againat swimmers.

During the month Danang harbor patrol craft apprehended a
total of 70 sampans ard junks for curfew, identification-card and
restricted-area violations. On one occasion bubbles were observed

in the water near the NAVSUPPACT boat house, A junk nearby was

22 COMFIDENTIAL
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boarded and found to contain two diving masks. However, an under-
water search of the area produced negative results,

On another occasion, a patrol craft sighted an object in the
water with strings attached. When a hand grenade was thrown near
the object, a secomdary explosion ensued. The incident took place
approximately 200 yards from the barricade near the APLs,

Despite the sapper activity, the high level of cargo operations
occasioned by the accelerated tempo of combat operations in I Corps
was sustained throughout the month.

In the Cua Viet LCM-8s amd Y7'J« coniinued to shuttle between
the LST ramp and the LCM/LCU ramp at Dong Ha, transporting approx-

imately 900 short tons of cargo and 40,000 gallons of POL daily.

A total of 25,670 short tons of cargoe was processed at Dong Ha in

May.

At the port of Danang the volume of cargo back-loaded for
transshippment to other ports--69,853 short tons--was the highest
monthly total teo date. The month's throughput for Danang was
almost 200,000 short tons. The combined throughput for all I
Corps ports was almost 300,000 short tons.

At 0110 on 13 May, the NAVSUPPACT Detachment compound near Chu
lai and the adjacent compound of Naval Mobile Construction Battal-
ion 8 were attacked by a Viet Cong force uQing 57-mm, recoilless
rifles and 82-mm, mortars. One Seabee was killed in the #%tack;
eight other Navymen and two Japanese nationals were wounded.

At the same time two USNS ships beached at the IST ramp were
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hit by 57-mm. recoilless-rifle fire, resulting in extensive damage
to both ships., No major damage wes sustained by the compound
areas,

During the month there was continued pragress in clearing the

Cua Viet approaches to Dong Ha, On 29 May, dredging of the Cua

Viet entrance channel as well as the turning basin by the 1LST ramp
was completed., Meanwhile, action was initiated to procure the
services of the suction dredge THUEON for the removal of two sand-
bars which, during periods of low water, impede craft transiting
from the LST ramp to Dong Ha. The sandbars presented the only
remaining natural obstacles to the unrestricted transit of the Cua
Viet by lighterage.

On 31 May Naval Support Activity personnel atrength (including
APL strength} was 7,963, That same day the number of United States
and other Free World Military Assistance Force personnel supported

by NAVSUFFACT Danang reached 130,800,

A3
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U”37 NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, SAIGON

On two occasions in May the efforts of NAVSUPPACT detachment
personnel at Nha Be helped avert major disasters,

On 3 May a A0-foot junk berthed at the Esso fuelpier at the
Nha Be tank farm caught fire. The junk, loaded with sixty 50~
gallon drums of gasoline and forty 55-gallon drums of other
inflammables, was set adirift by its crew amd subsequent ly became
wedged between the pilings of a highway bridge, threatening the

bridge and a heavily-populated marketplace and housing area nearby,

The detachmert *s fireboat, unable to extingulsh the intense

fire, towed the burning junk to an uninhabited rice-paddy area
three-fourths of a mile away and pushed it against the river bank.
As the fireboat turned clear the junk exploded, hurtling drums as
mich as 100 yards away. There were no injuries to the fireboat's
crew; three members of the junk's crew were hospitalized for burms.

On 11 May the Philippine tanker MARIKADG caught fire while
berthed near the Nha Be tank farm. The tanker had approximately
10,000 gallons of JP-4 fuel on board. The Nha Be detachment’s
LCM, assisted by PBiis, towed the burning vessel away from the pier
to prevent the fire from spreading to the POL storage area. After
almost nine hours of sustained effort, the fire was extinguished,
Four detachment personnel were blown into the water by one of
several minor explosions which erupted from the conflagration,
None of the men suffered serious injuries.

On the night of the 7th, Can Tho detachment personnel were
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also called upon to assist in fighting fires after the Binh Thuy
Air Base was shelled by Viet Cong using mortars and recolilless
rifles. The enemy attack destroyed a number of structures and
aireraft and started numerous fires, Fifty Can Tho detachment
personnel joined with U.S. and Vietnamese Air Force personnel in
evacuating aircraft and equipment and in bringing the fires under
control,

During May the construction of interim and permanent facili-
ties at GAME WARDEN and MARKET TIME bases continued to progress
satisfactorily.

At Cam Ranh Bay, the installation and wiring of a 100-kilowatt

generator and an electrical distribution system were completed at

the Naval Air Facility. Construction of an ordnance storage area

was begun.

At Dong Tam further improvements were made to the repair
facilities, boat wharves and the sewer system. At the end of the
month, preparations were being made for ths construction of
additional messing and berthing facilities. The facilities would
eventually accommodate a total of 750 personnel.

On 1 May USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (LST 1i26) was placed under the
operational control cf NAVSUPPACT Saigon and began coastal and
Delta resupply operations. On 7 May YFG 890 completed outfitting
and made its first supply run to the Delta.

The ships and craft of NAVSUPPACT transported a total of

1,976 short tons of cargo during the month, Meanwhile, the
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NAVSUPPACT aviation section (Alr Cofat) transported 2,906

passengers and 150.5 short tons of cargo.

On 31 May the number of perscnnel assigned to NAVSUPPACT
Saigon was 1,870, The number of personnel provided logistie
support by NAVSUPPACT headquarters in Saigon and its 11 detach-

ments stood at 5,700 at month's end.

L miry
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE

In May the number of Seabee casualties increased markedly.
Most of the injuries occurred on 8 May, 2,000 yards from the
Demilitarized Zore, when 13 men of a 23-man MCB-) detachment were
wounded by enemy forces attempting to overrun a Special Forcesa
camp at Con Thien which the Seabees had been building.

In addition, MCB-87s camp at Rosemary Point in Chu Lai was
struck by seven mortar rounds on 12 May, which killed one Seabee

and wounded five others, On 10 May, south of Danang, two men from

MCB-4 were injured when their truck hit a mine.

On 5 May the number of Seabee battalions in country increased
to ten with the arrival at Fhu Bai of an advance detachment from
MCB-3, The detachment immediately began constructing base facili~
ties for the battalion in the Gia le Combat Camp, five miles north-
west of the Phu Bai airstrip.

By the end of the month the detachment had completed 70 per
cent of the facilities. In addition, work was begun on a Marine
air group cantonment at the Phu Bai airstrip and a parking apron
and hangar site for the U.S. Army's 131st Aviation Company.

Meanwhile, MCB-1 completed three 50-foot-high observation
towers for Marines in the Dia Loc area, as well as a 600-foot
timber bridge. And; in the Delta,; a bl~man detachment from the
battalion began constructing additional cantonments at Dong Tam.

MCE-4's "Liberty Bridge" project (which will span the Thu Bon

liver) was bolstered in May by the addition of a second crew. At
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month's end the bridge was 20 per cent complete,

At Chu lai, members of MCB-8 and MCB-71 built a helicopter
facility for the U,5. Amy's Task Force Oregon in 15 days. In

addition, MCB-8's personnel also completed a water and sewer

system, a fire station and an electrical distribution system for

the areais Raval Support Activity detachment,

At Dong Ha, MCB-11l began work on a cantonment for the
Marines! Forece logistic Support Unit, and constructed a complex
consisting of 16 Butler buildings for the THIAD Marine Division,
At the same time, a 75-man detachment from the battalion was
deployed to Khe Sanh to rebuild the airfield,

At Danang, MCE-58 completed several buildings for the
vietnamese Army's 80lst Ordnance Platoon, The battalion also
built communication centers fcr the FIRST Marine Division and the
Marine Force Logistiz Command.

At Danang Hast, MCB-153 extended the ARVN POW compound near
Marble Mountain to handle an additional 500 prisoners. The
battalion alsc built an IST pier near III MAF's headquarters, and
started construction of a major ammunition storage area Ior the
Vietnamese Air For:ze.,

Major prcjeczts completed by MCB-62 in the Phu Bai area during
May included an addition to the 13ist Aviation Company cantonment,
and the completion of galleys {each one able to accommodate 250
men) for the Third Medical Battalion and the Third Motor Transport

Hattalion, MCB-62 alss improved the IST/LCU ramp at Hue and,
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together with MCB-3, started repair work on Route 1 between Phu

Bai and Hue.
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COMMUNICATIONS

The COMNAVFORV communications center processed 95,280 messages
in May, the highest one-month total to date. The figure represented
an increase of 6,965 messagea over April's traffic.

Thuring the month the equipment instalilation phase of PROJECT
SEARCHLIGHT was begun at Nha Be, where it was scheduled to be
completed by 15 June. The project (the basic requirements for
which were developed by a survey completed in 1966) is designed to
improve the communications facilities at COMNAVFORV headquarters
and at GAME WARDEN bases and the Coastal Surveillance Centers.
Essentially the project entails procurement, installation and
testing of the comporents required to upgrade veoice and teletype
communications. After the installation at Nha Be is complete a
gimilar phase will begin at My Thoj the cycie will continue else-
where 23 electronic materials become available,

In Project BOWLINE at Cam Ranh Bay, the installation of
electronic equipment at the new communications center was 77 per
cent complete; at the transmitter and receiver sites the percent-
age of electronic installation exceeded 85 per cent, Meanwhile,
the construction phase was more than 90 per cent complete at each
of the sites,

In Froject SEA ANCHOR at Danang, construction work on the new

commanications center and the transmitter and receiver sites was

80 per cent complete., In addition, the power supply was G5 per

cent camplete in the communications center and 90 per cent complete
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at the receiver and transmitter sites., The installation of air
conditioning was 80 per cent complete at all three sites,

On 26 May the establishment of a landline teletype cirecuit

setween the Naval Air Facility and the Naval Communications Station,

Cam Ranh Bay ended the need for Air Transportable Commnications
snit 100A. The following day the Unit returned to the Nawval
Communicationa Gtation, Philippines.
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ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND

On 10 May Admiral Willard J. SMITH, USCG, Commandant of the

U.S. Coast Guard, arrived in An Thoi to begin a three-day tour of
Navy and Coast Guard facilities in South Vietnam, Among the areas
visited by Admiral SMITH were Binh Thuy, Saigon, Vung Tau, Cat Lo,
Cam Ranh Bay and Danang.

On 12 May, Vice Admiral John J. HYLAND, USN, Cqmmander U.s,
SEVENTH Fleet, visited the headquarters of Commarder River Patrol
Force (CTF 116) at Binh Thuy. Vice Admiral HYLAND participated in
a PER patrol and observed certain phases of GAME WARDEN operations.

On 20 May, Admiral Ulysses S. Grant SHARP, USN, Commamder in
Chief, Pacific, arrived in Saigon tc confer with COMUSMACV. In
the course of his visit Admiral SHARP was briefed by key officers

of COMNAVFORV's staff, and visited Chu Lai and Danang.

S
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MILITARY CIVIC ACTION AND PSYCHOIOGICAL OPERATIONS

During May psychological operations conducted by U.5. and
Vietnamese naval personnel continued to produce encouraging
results.

In the First Coastal Zone the efforts of Coastal Group li
resulted in four Viet Cong, including an assistant village leader,
returning to government jurisdiction on 18 May. With help from
the Zone's U.3. Navy npsyops" officer, the Vietnamese took photo-
graphs of the returnees (Hoi Chanhs), obtained written statements,
and had both imprinted on leaflets. In addition, interviews with
the Hoi Chanhs were taped for broadcast purposes, During the next
six days 100,000 of the leaflets were dropped throughout the area,
and the former village leader made personal loudspeaker appeals
from a Vietnamese Navy jurk., As a result, three more Viet Cong
rallied, All of the Hoi Chanhe proved cooperatlive and reported
that other Viet Cong were close to defecticon.

In the Second Coastal Zone, loudspeaker missions conducted by
cwift boats and junks in the Hon Heo Secret Zone resulted in two
ralliers. In the Mekong Delta, a FBR patrol playing a taped
message in a known hostile area in the Bassac River was taken

under fire from three positions on Tan Dinh Island. The PHRs

suppressed the fire amd continued the mission, attracting a large

crowd in the May Island area, a known enemy crossing route. At
one point, a sampan was rowed out from the bank and its occupants

thanked the patrol personnel for the broadcast and informed them
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that PBRs had killed two Viet Cong and wounded five others during
a fire fight in the area the previous week.

Elsewhere in the Delta five Viet Cong rallied to PHHs in May,

using the special USN-VNN amnesty leaflets first distributed in

March,

In the Rung Sat Special Zone two ralliers, one of whom claimed
to be a formzr Viet Cong platoon leader, turned in a .45 caliber
machine gun and led Regional Force troops to an enemy camp, Folw-
lowing a brief fire fight with a Viet Cong platoon, the troops
capture( a machine gun, two mortars, two carbines &nd a large

quantity of awmunition,
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SPECTAL HANIELING REQUIRED
NOT RELEASAHLE TO

FOREIGN NATIONALS

NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP

VIETNAMESE NAVY

The personnel strenght of the Vietnamese Navy on 31 May was

15,998 officers and enlisted men. The rmmber of personnel dis-
charged during the month as deserters and the rmmber of unauthor-
ized absentees was 35 and 31, respectively; the figures represen-
ted a continuing decline in both categories.

In May; for the first time since an independent government
was established in South Vielnam, a River Assault Group was
activated outside of the Delta and surrounding region. The new
group, comprising six craft; was established at the Coastal Group
12 base at Thua Thien, northeast of Hue, The primary mission of
the RAG was to support ARVN FIRST Division search and destroy
operations around the inland bays and rivers of the First Naval
Zone,

On 11 May Patrol Motor Gunboats 616 and 618 were made available
for assigmment to the Fleet Command. Of the four new PGMs which
arrived in April, these were the first to camplete underway training.
The formal transfer of ownership of the craft from the U.S. Navy to
the Vietnamese Navy was expected to be completed in June.

Operations
In May the Fleet Command maintained 12 ships on stations along

the coaat, four ships on river patrol and one ship on convoy-escort
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SPECTAL HANDLING HEQUIRED

NOT RELEASABLE TO

FOREIGN NATIONALS

duty between Vung Tau and Tan Chau. The missions of the ships
included MARKET TIME patrols, escort patrols, gunfire support,
and psyckological warfare operstions. During the month the ships
fired 32 gunfire support missions, searched 939 junks and 4,377
persons. and detained four junks and 17 suspects,

On 15 May PCE 08 relieved USS LUCID (MSO 458) on MARKET TIME
patrel in the First Naval Zone, and on 17 May PCE 12 relieved USS
GANNET (MSC 230) in the Second Naval Zone, Fach PCE remained on
station for 14 days constituting the most significant integration

of the VNN Fleet Comnand rnd USN Coastal Surveillance rorce to date.

During ti:e month Vietnamese Coastal Force units searched over

20,000 junks and over 80,000 persons, Thirty-three junks and 624

suspects were detained. On a daily average, 54 per cent of the
force was employed on patrol.

In a Ypsywar" mission conducted on 9 May Coastal Groups 32,
33, 34 and 37, togetner with LSIL 327, LSM 4O4 and PCF 35 landed
two companies of Regional Force troops and four landing parties of
Coastal Group sailors 24 miles southwest of Vung Tau. Once the
area was sgsecured, VNN medical personnel provided treatment for
appreximately 80 villagers,

At 2350 on 22 May, a sampan manned hy Coastal Group 13
persormel and U.S. advisors encountered two enemy craft on Cau Hai
Bay, 28 miles northwest of Danang. The resulting 15-mimute fire

fight left 19 North Vietnamese and Viet Cong dead. Four more were
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probably killed, and one Viet Cong was captured. In addition, two

carbines, ammunition and personal papers were seized, There were
no friendly casunalties.

During the month the River Assault Groups conducted two
operations in the Third Riverine Area; six in the Rung Sai Special
Zone, eight in the Fourth Riverine Area and one in the First Naval
Zone. The RAG units also conducted escort duty, river patrols, ba
base defense and psychological warfare missions. With a daily
average employment of 70 per cent of the force, the RAGs searched
1,827 junks and 4,881 persons, and detained two Junks and 11
suspects.

On 17 May, in the First Naval Zone, the new River Assault Group
participated in its first operation, code-named TIEN SHA 1, The
one-day operation included the transportation and support of a two-
platoon Vietnamese Army and Security Group force deployed near
Tien Sha Mountain, wes: of Danang.

On 5 May four craft from RAGs 25 and 39 conducted a psychological
warfare mission near Long Phu, 34 miles southeast of Can Tho.
Accompanying medical personnel treated 200 persons while the RAG
sailors distributed gifts to LOO families.

On the same day a three-day operation, DUCK PIN, was begun
along the Vam Co Dong River 15 miles southwest of Saigen. Conducted
by units of the U.S, Army 199th Light Infantry Brigade and craft

from RAGs 24 and 28, the operaticn resulted in the detention of
41 SOOI
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five Viet Cong suspects. In addition; large quantities of medicine
and medical sipplies, explosives, and documents were geized; and
several bunxers amd foxholes and three emplaced 57-mm., recoiless
rifles were destroyed.

During May the Vietnammese Navy conducted 19 logistical
support missions, transporting 3,270 tons of cargo and 2,423
personnel. LSMs carried L7 per cent of the cargo and 81 per cent
of the personnel; LSTs carried L7 per cent of the cargo and 19
per cent of the persomel; and LCUs carried 6 per cent of the cargo,

e
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS

In May Brigade Force A, consisting of a headquarters, the ALth
and 5th Marine Battalions, and Battery B of the Artillery Battalion,
continued operations begun in April in the Bong Son area of the II
Cerps Tactical Zone. Light contact was made with the enemy through
the month and resulted in 27 Viet Cong and North Vietnamese killed,
14 captured and 17, suspects detained, The Marines suffered 14
killed and 33 wourded.

Brigade Force B, composed of a headquarters, the 1st and 3rd

Battaliors, and Battery C of the Artillery Battalion, was activated

on 24 May and transported by road convoy from Saigon to the Can

Tho area. The Force operated aa a reaction and search unit under
the control of the NINTH and 22nd ARVN Divisions until 31 May when

it was returned to Saigon, Two Viet Cong were killed and six

UNCLASSIEIED.
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suspects were detained during this ﬁeriod; seven Marines were
wounded.

The lst Battalion and Artillery Battery A had conducted water-
way security and search and destroy operations in the Rung Sat
Special Zone until 11 May when the lst Battalion was relieved by
the éth, Two Marines were kilied and two were wounded during the
operations, Jixth Battalion operations subsequently accounted for
one Viet Cong killed and the destruction of an enemy base camp onh
the 29th, From 19 to 24 May the 1st Battalion maintained security
in the Capital Military District, operating principally in the Go
Vap sector north of Saigen.

Meanwhile, the 2nd Battalion continued conducting search and
destroy missions and civiec ac;tion projects vith units of the U.S5,
199th Light Infantry Brigade in Cperation FAIRFAX in the Nha Be
Bistrmct.

The 3rd Battalion remained at its base camp until 11 May when
it began a week c¢f security duty on the perimeter of Tan Sonr Nhut
Air Base. The bhattalion thern returrsed to camp until the 24th,
when 1t joined Brigade Force B,

ne moraie of the Vietnamese Marine Corpas remained at a high
level and the leadership in all units was considered to be excellent
tnroughout the month. During May the Corps accounted for 30 enemy
k1lled, 14 captured, and 180 suspects detained, Sixteen Marines

were killed and 42 otbers were wounded,
W R
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APPENDIX T
USN/VNN/VNMC STATISTICS FOR MAY 1967
U.S. NAVY:

MARKET TIME . GAME WARDEN  STABLE DOOR  TOTALS
DETECTICONS 116,176 81,413 76,685 274,274
INSPECTIONS L4 ,688 26,382 15,985 87,055
BOARDINGS 29,210 42,481 7,970 79,661
PERSONS DETAINED 1,292 776 378 2,L46
JUNKS DETAINED 106 9 38 153

MARKET TIME Detections of Steel Hulls 1,936
Total Steel Hulls Transiting MARKET TIME Areas 728
Disposition of the 728 Steel Hulls:

Inspected or boarded 289

Tdentified as not suspicious 102

Arrived/departed RVN ports 284

Unknown, not suspicious 53

VIEiNAHESE NAVY :

SEARCHED DETAINED
COASTAL ¥OLCE JUNKS PEOPLE JUNKS PEOFLE
' I NZ 7,095 27,079 29 1,63
II NZ 5,360 19,171 3 14
III NZ 6,303 25,231 o 7
IV NZ 2,545 9,348 1 b

Sob-Totals 21,303 80,829 33
FLEET COMMAND
FATROL SHIPS 339 4,377 17
4,881 11
TOTALS 2y, 059 90,087 _ 652

VIEINAMESE MARINE CORPS:

VC/NVA: 30 KIA, 14 VC CAPTURED, 180 VC SUSPECTS DETAINED.

VNMC : 16 KIA, 42 WIA.
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FOREWORD

The month of May was marke< by numercus incidents involving
undervater activity by the cenemy, In the Mekong Delta at least
three Viet Cong swimmers were killed during a series of abortive
attermpts to sabotage units of Oper..tion GAME WARDEN, In the First
Coastal Zone a dredge and a lighter were mined in the Cua Viet
approaches to Dong Ha, 85 miles northwest of Danang,

On 15 May and again on the 1Gth, elements of the Riverine
Assault Force operating in the Delta experienced their first major
contact with the Viet Cong, During the enccinters, conducted at
close range. the special armor of the assault craft proved effec-
tive against 57.-mm, recoilless-rifle fire, Hewever, 82-mm, caliber
ammuniticn penetrated thz armor,

The unit compesiticn of Operation MARKET TIME underwent a
number oi changes in May. Two of the newly-constructed, high-
speed gunboats {PGa) arrived for duty, and three high-endurance
Coast Guard cutters (WHECs) arrived as replacements for DERs, In
addition, two patrol craft of the Vietnamese Navy operated as
MARKET TIME units during the second half of the month,

The comtinuing fierce *empe of combat operations in the I
Corps Tactical Zore tovk 1ts %oll of Seabees in May as two battalions
suffered 21 casualties, Mcst of the injuries occurred on 8 May,
2,000 yards from the Demilitarized Zone, when 13 men were wounded

during an attempt by enemy tiroops to overrun a Special Forces camp
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Saigon's Naval Support Activity detachment at Nhn Be battled
two intense—POL fires during the month, On 3 May a 60-foot junk
loaded with gasoline caught fire and eventually exploded after it
was towed away from a fuel pler, On 11 May a blaze aboard a
Philippine tarker carrying 10,000 gallons of JP-l fuel was finally
brought under contrel after almost nine hours of sustained effort
by detachment personnel,

In May the Vietnamese Navy activated a River Assault Group
detachment at the Coastal Group 12 base near Hue, marking the first
time RAG craft have operated beyond the Delta and surrocunding region
since South Vieinam became an independent nation, On 11 May, two of
the four new motor gunboats (PGMs) recently acquired by the Vi Navy
completed underway training and were 2ssigned to the Fleet Command,
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CHRONOLOGY

GALLUP, a newly-designed patrol gurboat; begins MARKET
TIME patrols. Sister ship, ASHEVILLE, begins patrols on
the 12th. p, 29.

- Support Activity personnel at Nha Be battle intense fire
aboard funk loaded with gasoline. p. 51.

PER fire triggers a serles of sustained secondary
explosions during an engagement off Con Coc Island, in
the mouth of the Bassac River. p. 12,

Thirteen Seabees are wounded when enemy troops attempt to
>verrun « Special Forces camp at Con Thien., p. 57.

The b6th Battalicn, VNMC, 19 activated as a combat unit.
p. E&8.

Predgs HYDE is mined in the Cva Viet supply route to
Dong Ha. p. 43,

HUNTERDON COUNTY's 4O-mm., fire blows up an ammunition cache
in the Long Toan Secret Zone. p. 1.

SEALs amoush an enemy sapper unit on Thol Son Island, in
the My Tno River: docurents dealing with sabotage
activities are sexrzed, p. 9.

VNN PCE G2 beginz MARKET TIME patmls in the First
Cozstal Zone. pp 30 and T4,

- Coast Guard cutters BARATARIA, BERING STRAIT and GRESHAM
beg:n repiacing SEVENTH Fleet DERs on coastal patrols.
p. 2C.

Riverine Assaulr Force units, in first major contact with
Viet Corng, engage enemy forces armed with heavy automatic
weapong and recoilless rifles; action occurs 15 miles west
of My Tho. Eight U.S. persomel are wounded; four Viet
CTong are killed. p. 37.

For the fzrst time since the sstablishment of an independent
government in South Vietnam, a River Assault Group detachment
i3 activated outside of the Delta and surrounding region. p. 73.

YNN PCE 12 begins MARKET TIME patrcie in the Second Coastal
Zone. pp. 30 ani 74,

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTTAL

23 May - MARKET TiME units supporting Operation BEAU CHARGER
intercept a group of enemy Junks carrying arus and
supplies. p. 23.

24 - PBR patrol is ambushed in the Ham Luong River, six miles
south of Ben Tre. Four Americans and one Vietnamese
maritime policeman are killed. p. 5.

28-29 - Enemy swinmers try unsuccessfully to sabotage HARNETT
(OUNTY in the Dalta. p., 15
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RIVER PATROL FORCE {TASK FORCE 116)

During May the River Patrol Force inflicted and suffered its
highest rate of fatalities for any month since Operation GAME WARDEN
began., One hundred and sdxteen Viet Cong were killed in May; 37
other Viet Cong were llsted as possibly killed, Meanwhile, enemy
fire killed five U.S. Navymen.

Four of the Americans as well as a Vietnamese maritime police-
man were killed on the 24th of May when a GAME WARDEN patrol was
ambushed in the Ham Luong River; the other five sallors aboard. the
two PBRs involved were wounded, Two days earlier, in the My Tho
area of the Mekong Delta, a Navy petty officer was killed while

accompanying Vietnamese Popular Force troops and directlng PBR gun-

fire support for the mission.

During the month U.S. Navy SEALs conducted & number of success-
ful operations in various areas of the Delta, In ons incident; on
13 May, a SEAL patrol ambushed several members of an enemy sapper
unit. The ambush resulted in the selzure of documents contalning
valuable intelligence data about Viet Cong sabotage methods--a
subject of growing conrern in a month marked by & considerable
increase in enemy swimer activity.

One such area of a-vtlivity was the mouth of the Ham Luong River
where, on several occasions, enemy swimmers tried unsuccessfully to
sabotage USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821), one of the GAME WARDEN
suppoert ships.

The GAME WARDEN LSTs fired a number of gunfire missions in May,

CONFIDENTIAL







CONFIDENTIAL
either against targets of oppertanity or in response to requests.
On the evening of 11 May, in the Long Toan Secret Zone, USS HUNTERDON
COUNTY (LST 838) blew up an ammunition cache by using a night ohser-
vation device to spot the fall of shot as 4O-mm. fire was "walked"
up to the target.
RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GRCUP

In May there was no major hostile fire activity in the Rung
Sat Special Zone. In a series of minor incidents GAME WARDEN units
engaged small groups of Viet Ceng along enemy lines of communications
and ambush sites.

On 18 May o helicopter fire team discovered a 50-foot watch=
tower overlooking the junction of the Lo Ren and Vam 3at rivers.

The helicopters took the tower under fire and killed its two

occupants while they were attempiing to flee. That same day, in

Long An province, Navy helicopters supporting the Vietnamese Army's
L&th Regiment in operations southwest of Can Giouc killed at least
five, and possibly ten more, Viet Cong. Two Navy pilots were
slightly wounded during the engagement.,

On the night of 25 May a PBR patrol in the central Soirap River
received aboutr 2C pounds of automatic-weapons fire from a sampan
near the north bank, The patrcl retvrned the fire and was joined
by a helizopuer fire team, wnich aiscovered and destroyed 16 sampans
and two huts in the area, Ir addition, fire from the helicopters
triggered one secondary exploaion. There were no U.5. rasualties.

The extent of the enemy s casual ties was undetermined.
s
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DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUP

Operations in the Ham Luong River

Diring May most of the activiiy in the Ham Luong River occurred
near Cu Lao Oc, a long; narrow island four miles south of Ben Tre.

Cn 19 May a PBR patrol intercepted a sampan near the southern
tip of Cu Lao Oc. When the sampan attempted to evade after warning
shots were fired, the patrol Look the craft under fire. The sampan
and enemy positions on the riwver bank then opened up on the patrol
wi‘h automatic weapons. The PBRs® return fire suppressed the bank
emplacements and triggered two secondary explosions in the sampan,
Subsequent intelligence reports indicated that four of the enemy

were killed, including a deputy compary comander of the Viet Cong's

main-force 26lst Battalion. In addition, & company commander and

six other Viet Cong were wounded during the engagement,

On 24 May the Officer in Charge, River Patrol Section 531,
three PBR crewmen and a Vietnamese maritime policeman were killed
by i1ntense enemy fire from the rorth bank of the Ham Luong, six
miies south of Ben Tre. Five other U.5. sailors were weurnded
during the action,

The river patml, composed of PBRs 101 and 106, was attacked
by aulomati:-weapons fire from agveral Viet Cong positions along
the bank. The leading boat, PBR 101, returned the fire ard was
almost 1mmediately hit forward by a round of 57-mm. recoilless—
rifle fire. Tne burst killed the patrol officer; LT C. D. WITT,

USN, the forward gurner, Firsman T. F. LBAZER;, USN, and the boat
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24 MAY INCIDENT IN THE HAM LUONG RIVER
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X - Viet Cong automatic-
weapons positions

O - Viet Cong recoilless-
rifle positions

Ham Luong River

Nautical Mile

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

captain, Electironics Technician Second Class R. L. CASTLEBERRY, USN,
Moments later, machine-gun fire killed the midships gunner, Seaman
M. 0. QUINN, USN, as the PBR veered toward the bank out of control,

The PBR!s sole survivor, Seaman M. J. DEVLIN; USN, was wounded
but managed to bring the stricken boat under control and turn clear
of the range of fire.

PBR 104 covered 101 ‘s withdrawal and launched a high-speed run
against the enemy positions. During the ensulng heavy exchange of
fire, a2 57-mm. round struck the boat's vertical armor, killing a
Vietrame se, National Maritime Policeman Troung Houng CHAU, and
seriously wounding the boat captain and the after gurmer. In
addition, the round®’s impact disahled the boat's port engine. The
PBR continued the engagement, weaving and delivering a high volume
of fire at the stretch of enemy 3sites until the PBR’s supply of
amnunition was nearly exhausted.

Shortly thereafter a PBR patrol from an adjacent area rendeg-
voused with PBRs 101 and 106 end escorted them to Ben Tre. 4s a

result of the action, PBR 10l's radar and forward gun mount were

destroyed. and PBR 106 sustained extensive damage to its engines

and mull. JIntelligence reports later indicated that the fire from
the PBRs and subsequent air strikes killed at least 19 Viet Cong
and wounded 36 others.

On 31 May, in the same area, Navy helicopters acting on
intelligencs reports disrupted an enemy attempt to set up an ambush.

During the air strikes, fire from the helicopters killed seven Viet
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Cong and destroyed ten enemy structures.

On 6 May, to meet the threat posed by the presence of almost
3,000 main-force Viet Cong troops in Kien Hoa province, the commander
of the Delta River Patrol Group redeployed certain forces (Operation
OVERLOAD) 3n an effort to interdict enemy lires of communications
within the province and from adjacent provinces. Unita wers moved
from the upner rivers to provide patrol density in-the My Tho,
Bassac and dag Luong rivers, and to pave the way for inaursions into
the Ba Lai, a marrow river running between the Ba Tri and Binh Dal
areas of Kien Hoa province., On 25 May HARNETT COUNTY, with River
Pattol Section 513 and Detachment 4 of Light Helloopter Attack

Squadren THREE (HA{L)3) embarked, anchored in the mouth of the Ham

Luong and began surveillance operations in the lower reaches of the

river.

Du.ing the latter part of the month helicopters conducting
patrols along the Ba Lai {where a 24-hour curfew had been placed
in effect) killed 22 Viet Cong, destroyed 25 sampans and 18
structures, damaged four sampans and five structures, and triggered
three secondary exploslcns,

Qperaticne in the Mekong (My Tho} River

Durirz May thers was an increase in the number of hostile fire
and evasior incidents al-ng the My Tho stretch of the Mekong River.
On 10 May PBRs interdizted a crossing by three Viet Cong in a
sampan three miies east of Cail Be, The three men Look to the water

upon being hailed and swam ashore; from the beach they opened fire
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on the patrol with small arms. The PBRs® return fira killed one
man and wourded another; who managed to escape. The third Viet
Cong was captured and delivered to the Vietnamese authorities st
My Thc for interrogation,

At G515 on 13 May, a four-man SEAL patro). was landed on Thoi
Son Island to set up a "listening post™ near the house of a
suspected Viet Cong. An hour later seven men were landed on the
igiand by a watev-taxiy and entered the house, The SEAlLs waited
15 minutes, then called the group out. The men imuediately tried
to eacape and the SFALs opened fire; killing two of the men and
wounding two others. DCocuments subsequently foand on one of the
corpseg indicated that t* . man had been a member of & sappe: squad

(a Viet Cong sabotage unit),

Among the other documents fourd by the SEALs were a roster of

the let squad, 332nd Sapper Platoon, descriptions of some of the
unit ‘s past activities (including data linking the platoon to the
Jenuary mining of the dredge JAMAICA BAT) and reconnaissancz reports
on pctential tagets,

On 18 May a seven-man SEAL recomaissance team was landed on
Tiz 115 Island, near the mcuth of the My Tho, in respense to an
intelligence report about ihe presencze of a Viet Cong medlical
training center. The team found an aid station and confiscated
assorted mecicines, medical suppiies and medical books. Moving
southwestward, the SEALs discovered a camp containing three huts;

two bunkers, numerous booby traps, and six Viet Cong. The team
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Killed five of the Viet Cong, wounded the sixth, and captured four
Chinese Communist rifles. The SEALs then destroyed the camp, two
sampans and & rice cache, and withdrew under the covering fire of
their armored LCM with a number of Viet Cong in unsaccessful pursuit.

On 22 May Boatswain's Mate First Class W, K. BATCHELDER, USN,

was killed by enemy fire while accompanying Popular Force troops on

a sweep of 2 small islamd four miles southeast of C21 Be. At the
time, Petty Officer BATCHELDER was coordinating fire from PBRs

supporting the Vietnamese troops. Two Viet Cong were killed and
one Chinese Communist carbine was captured during the operation.

Operations in the Co Chien River

Ir May most of the encounters with the Viet Cong along the Co
Chien River inwlved PBR s'pport for Vietnamese ocutposts under
attack, or enemy fire directed at the PBRs from the river banks or
from evading sampans.

On 11 May PBRs 141 and 143, pursuing an evading sampan, were
taken under small-arms fire from the south bank of the rlver near
the mouth of the Mang Thit canal. The PBRs suppressed the fire
with M-16 rifles and then embarked three Popular Force troops at a
rearby outpost ir order to investigate the sampan, which had been
beached arnd abamdoned a short distance up the canal.

Once inside the canal the patml noted considerable sampan
activity and once again came under smell-amms fire. The return
fire from the PBRs triggered one secondary explcsion from a sampan

on the bank. The PBRs then came under heavy automatic-weapons fire
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from the tree line, which was silenced. Shortly thereafter,

Vietnamese Navy units relieved the PBR3 and the patrol withdrew,

its supply of ammunition nearly depleted. The FBR fire had killed
at least one Viet Cong, and destroyed two junks and a sampan. There
were no U.3, casualties.

Opciations in the Bagsac River

On the morning of & May the Viet Cong exploded a mine againat

PBRs conducting Cperation FERRET rear the mouth of the Bassac.

Simil taneously, the enemy opened fire on the PBHa from at least

four machine-gun emplacements con nearby Con Coc Island. The patrol--
PBRs 37 and 38--was joined by PBRs 31 and 32, and the four boats
delivered a high volume of .50 caliber machine-gun and 60-mm., mortar
fire into the enemy positions.

Then the helicopter fire team from HUNTERDON CCUNTY arrived in
the area and conducted a series of strikes against the ambush sites.
When the nelicopters departed, the PBRs fired additional mortars on
the Viet Cong positions, triggering a series of secordary explosions
which lasted for approximtely 30 minutes,

Although the mine explosion had lifted one PBR about five feet
out of the water, there were no U,5. casualties or material damage
during the engagement., At least one Viet Cong was kdlled,

On 9 May, FBRs supporting a SEAL ambush ieam destroyed one
Junk and six sampans and kilied at least two Viet Ceong ir the
narrow chamel between Tan Dinh Island and the north bank of the

Bassac, The PBRs-~35 and 36--had entered the chamnel, which lies

12 CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

between two Viet Cong-~controlled areas, in an atteampt to draw enemy
units toward the northern tip of the island; where the SEAL ambush
was set. However, the enemy opened fire on the patrol from two
bunkers ard a junk situated on the mainland side of the chamel.
The PBRs silenced the fire from the junk and one bunker, killing at
least two Viet Cong. A helicopter strike then neutralized the
other bunker with a direct 2.75-inch rocket hit,

With the bunkers silent the PBRs continued down the channel,
engaging snipers and automatic-wempona positlons on both banks.
Supperted by the helicopters the PBRs suppressed the enemy fire,
then rendezvoused with the SEALs and withdrew from the island. A

Vietnamese pcliceman embarked in one of the PBRs suffered slight

wounds during the engagement, At least two, and probably six, of

the enemy were lilled.

On 19 May PBRs 36 and 38 disrupted a Viat Cong loudspeaker
team which mad been broadcasting propaganda in commection with the
birthday of the North Vietnamese President, Ho Chi Hinh. The patrol
boats, which had been informed of the team's location by the
commanding officer of Coastal Group 36, surprised the Viet Cong as
they were leaving Tron Island in sampans, When the sampans attemp-
ted to evade to the bank they were taken umder fire; which resulted
in seven of the enemy being killed.

Throughout the montnh a half-mile-long area on the south bank of
the Bassac, 12 miles downstream from Can Tho, was the scene of a

series of sharp ercounters between PBRs and enemy positiona on the
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bank and on nearby Nai Island., On 14 May, four PBR crewmen were
wounded when a blocking force composed of PBRa 35 and 127 was
ambushed by Viet Cong on Nai Island employing heavy automatic weapons
and rifle grenades. In the first burst of fire the patrol officer,
Boatswain®s Mate First Class H. R. MOONEY, USN, was struck in both

legs. Despite his wounds, Pelty Officer MOONEY continued to direct

emplacements, Then FER 39 relioved FBR 127 and the wounded were
evacuated to Can Tho. In the meantime, helicopter strikea and

105-mm. howitzer fire from Tra On damaged three enemy bunkers and
two btrenches in the area, The extent of Viet Cong casualties was

undetermined.

E-a

GAME WARLEN Support Ships

On several o:casions during the month GAME WARDEN support LSTs
conducted gunfire missions against targets of opportunity or in
response to requests, On 1. May HUNTERDON COUNTY blew up an
ammunition cache in the Long Toan Seczcret :one. The ship had detected
a moving contaci on radar as it entered a canal. At the request of
the Vietnamsse Sub-sector Control Center, the contact was taken
under fire. A night obuervaticu devics was used to spot the fall of
gshot as semi-automatic 40-mm. fire was "walked" up the canal. The
fire triggered a secondary explosion 75-100 feet in height amd
several smalle: explosions. Thirty minutes later the bright orange

flash of another explosion, accompanied by a fireball 100-125 feet
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in diameter, erupted in the same area.

38R

Viet Cong Swimmer Activity

During May Viet Cong swimmers were encountered in several
areas cf the Mekong Delta amid intelligence reports that the Thanh
Phu Secret Zone was being used as a sapper training area.

On the night of 15 May a FBR patrol killed two Viet Cong
swimmers near Dung Island in the Basgsaz River. On 19 May & Navy

helicopter apotted six Viet Cong in black rubber suits and swim fins

off the Thanh Phu Secret Zone. The helicopter killed one of the

swimmers prior to being driven off by enemy ground fire,

Later in the month several unsuccessful sabotage attempts were
mde against USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) while she was anchored in
the mouth of the Ham Luong River; near the Thanh Phu Secret Zona.
On 28 May, when a deck sentry killed a man astride a log near the
ship, a small secondary explosion ensued, On 29 May a sentry threw
a gremade at a man who was seen in the water near the forward boat
boom. Subsequent investigation diselosed that a boat at the boom
had been tampered with.

On the morning of 30 May a PBR patrol engaged two swimmers
near the mouth of the Ham Luong. Four rounds of M-79 gremades
were fired at the gwimmers, who disappeared.

R
GAME WARDEN UNITS

On 11 May USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST BL6)} relieved USS GARREIT
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COUNTY (LST 786) in support of RIVPATSEC 543 at the mouth of the
Soirap River.

On 25 May HARNETT COUNTY, with RIVPATSEC 513 and HAL 3 (Det. &)
embarked, shifted tc the mouth of the Ham Luong River from the mouth
of the Co Chien River,

A

GAME WARDEN STATISTICAL SUMMARY
May 1967

PBR Statistics:

Total Patrols (two boats): Day 685 Night 737

Total Contacts: Day 565,982 Night  15;431
Total Inspected: Day 20,736 Night 5,646
Total Boardeds Day 34,759 Night 7,722
People Detaineds 776

Sampans/Junks Detained: 9

Total Patrol Hours: 36,109

Helicopter Fire Team Statistizs:

a. .Total Flight Houra: 437,85

b, Hele Missiona:
(1) Pre-planned etrikes: 15
(2) Reaction: 19
{3) Targets of Opportunity: 8
{4) Support: 121

GAME. WARDEN Tctals:

a, Fire Fights:
(1) PBR T3
(2) Helo 15
{3) LCM 2
(4) LCFL 2
(5) STAB 2
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DETECTIONS, INSPECTIONS, BOARDINGS BY GAME WARDEN UNITS

— — — — DETECTIONS
INSPECTIONS
«.~,=.= BOARDINGS
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b.

Ca

Sampans: Destroyed 59 Damged 11 Captured 3
Structures: Destroyed 11 Damaged 7

Jurks: Destroyed 6

Huts: Destroyed 14

Bunkers: Destroyed 43 Damaged 1

Enemy: KIA 116 KIA (Poss.) 37 WIA 44 Captured 7

Friendly: KIA 5 WIA 24
Friendly Battle Damagse:
(1) PBR 21

(2) Helo 3

PBR MEDEVAC: 33

CONFIDENTI AL




CONFILKNTIAL
COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE (TASK FORCE 115)

In May the unit cempositicn of the Coastal Surveillance Force
underwent a mmber of changes,

Early in the month the first of the nswly-constructed gunboats--
US8 ASHEVILLE (PG 81) and USS OALLUP (PG 85)e=arrived and began
Operation MARKET TIME patrols, In mid-May the first three 31l=Class,
high-sndurance Coast Guard cutters--USCGC BARATARIA (wHEC 381}, Uscac
BERING STRAIT (WHEC 382) and USCOC GREZSEAM (WHEC 387)--chopped to
CTP 115 as MARKET TIME replacemsnts for U,5, SEVENTH Fleet DERs,

On 15 May, the Vistnamess Navy's PCE 08 relieved USS LICID
(W80 L5B) of MARKET TIME duties in the First Coastal Zone and
remained on station until the 29th, On 17 May, the VNN's PCE 12
relieved USS GANNET (MBC 290) in the Second Coastal Zone and oon-

ducted MARKET TIME patrols through the end of the month,

JANNET proceeded to the Pourth Riverine Area for speoial patrol
duties, LUCID, meanwhils, proceeded to Danang for special mine=-
sveeping duty occasioned by the sapper threat to Danang's harbor
and bay,

In May MARKET TIME units detected almost 115,000 junks and
sampansj one-third of these were inspected and one=fourth wers
boarded, The boardings resulted in the detention of 106 junke and
1,292 suspects. In addition, MAYXET TIME units deteotesd 728 steel=
hulled craft during the monthj some of these wers detected morse
than once a8 they transited from one MARKET TIME area to another,

More than one-third of the 728 oraft were inspected or boarded,
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Other MAGKET TIME activity included participation in eight
ground operations, 20 gunfire support missions, 50 hostile fire
inecidents, 12 evasion incidents, and six search and rescue missions,

Units of Operation STABLE DQOR, meanwhile, detected 76,000
junks and sampars during the month; 16,000 of these were inspected,
Both figures represented more than twice the number of any previcus
month's total since STABLE DOOR operations began in November 1966,
In Xay nearly 8,000 craft were boarded; 38 of these were detained
together with almost LOO suspects,

OPERATION MARKET TIME

First Coastal Zone

MARKET TIME units in the First Coastal Zone dstected 48,000
junks and sampans during May, over twice the number detected in
April, 1In addition, Swift boats and Coast Guard cutters provided
exfiltration patrols and gunfire support for four ground operations
as well as pacticipating in several search and rescue missions,

On the evening of 1 May a CH-46 helicopter enroute tc USS
SANCTUARY (AH 17) with 13 patients aboard crashed 31 miles south

of Danang, WUYSCGC POINT ORIENT ard PCF 1% joined a number of U.3.

SEVENTH Fleet units in an all-night search for survivors. Nine of

the helicopter's 17 occupants were rescued,

On the morning of the 12th USCGC POINT ELLIS detected three
junks near the shore, about one mile south of the Demilitarized
Zone, When the junks' six cccupants abandoned the craft and

attempted to escape to the tree line, POINT ELLIS took them under
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fire, Two of the Viet Cong were probably killed and the three
junks were destroyed,

The following day PCF 75 detected a sampan evading into a
river 67 miles south of Danang, when PCF 75 sounded its sirem
and fired warning shots, the craft’s three occupants abandoned the
sanpan and swam for shore, The Swift boat then took the Viet Corg
under direct fire, killing all three. With PCF 79 providing cever,
personnel of PCF 75 inspected the apandoned sampan and found two
diving masks and three home-made explosive units, one of which was
fused and contained granulated TNT, The items were removed and
the sampan was destroyed.

On the 1lth, PCF 99 received automatic-weapecas fire fram the
shore while conducting a *psywar® loudspeaker mission 67 miles
south of Danang, PCF 1% joined to assist and provided cover as
PCF 99 engaged the enemy positions, During the encounter, PCF 59
sustained eight hits which wounded four of the crew and forced the
Swift boat to withdraw, PCF 75 ther arrived on the scene and,
together with PCF 1%, conducted ten firing runs against the ambush

area while a fourth Swift boat, PCF 75, provided covering mortar

fire, Turi:z tha action, PCFs 19 and 76 each were struck six

times Ly enamy fire and PCF 75 sust=ined the loss of an antenna,
The extent of Viet Cong casualtles was undete-mined,

on 22 May PCF 16 found a junk adrift; 1€ miles soutneast of
Danang, The craft's engine wac inoperative and the occupants, two

adultes and a boy, stated that they had been adrift for twe weeks
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without food, The Swift boat's personnel gave them some food and

towed the junk to the Coastal Group 1l base near Danang for further

assistance and disposition.

MARKET TIME units were iuvolved in a series of incidents on
22 and 23 May whils suppsrting Operaivion BEAU CHARGER, an amphibioua
assanlt near the Demilitarized Zone conducted by the SEVENTH Fleet's
Ready Group A,

On the 22nd USCGC POINT DUME took an evading junk under fire,
90 miles north of Danang, The junk's three occupants Jumped over-
board and tried to escape but were :;pprehended° The junk was than
destroyed and the detainees were subsequently tirned over to the
Yietnamese authorities,

Later that night, in the same area, PCINT DUME detected a
contact which altempted to evade as the cutter approacssd, POINT
DUME then fired illumination rounds and warning shots, and cume
vnder auntomatic-weapons and mmall-arms Tire, The cutter also recelved
heavy art\lery fire from poritions on nearty: Hon Glo Island, .
FOINT DUME returned the barrage and turned clear of the range of
fire, Thkere were no U,S. casualties or damage during the incident,
The extent of enemy casualtles was undetermined,

At 0315 on the 23rd, while enrouts to jJoin POINT DUME, PCF 13
detected two jurks and approached t> investigate, The Swift boat
fired warning shots and called onu of the junks alengside. The
jurk?’s crew took to the water and the other junk evaded to the

north, PCF 13 stopped to inspact the abandoned junk and found
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approximataly ten 100-pound bags of rice with Communist Chinese
markings, ten crates of 8l-mm, mortar ammunition; a number of
rifles, ana a LS caliber pistol, The Swift hcat ther fired on
the jurk's waterborne crew with concussicn grenades; and turned
toward six nearby junks making for Hon Gio Island, 4is the PCF
approached the nearest craft aad fired warning shots, the crew
of the junk jumped inte the water and dispersed, A check of the
junk disclosed a quantity of rice and arms,

The Swift boat and POINT DUME then converged on the remaining
junks and came under small-arms and grenade fire during the pursuit,
The MARKET TIME units returned the fire; destroying threec of the
junks and damaging two others., The U.S5. craft then began receiving

artillery fire from enemy positions on Hon Glo, and withdrew as

the SEVENTH Fleet!s USS OZBOURN (DD BLU6&) moved in and silenced the

artillery emplacements,

MARKET TIME participation in Operation BEAU CHARGER; which began
on 19 May, was terminated on the 26th, During this period one member
of POINT DUME's crew and two members of PCF 113%8 crew were wounded
slightly by enemy fire, Both craft sustained minor hull damage,

On 2L May USCGC POINT WELCOME and PCF 76 responded to a report
fror. a foiward air controller about enemy activity in the vieinity
of Cape Batangzn, 66 miles scuih of Danang. PCI 76 arrivad on the
scene first aml came under fire during its approach to the beach,
with POINT WELCOME providing cover, the Swift boat suppressed the

hostile fire, Later; during a scarch of the ares by POINT WELCOME
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personnel, three men were discovered hiding behind rocks near the

beach, The suspects weres detained arnd delivered to the Vietnamaae

authorities, Two of the detainees admitted to being viet Cong
intelligence agents during subsequent intsrrogation,

On 31 May USCGC POINT CAUTION, PCF 22 and the SEVENTH Fleet's
USS ST FRANCIS RIVER (LSMR £2%) provided gunfire support for an
aireraft nnder heavy automatic-weapons fire from an estimated Viet
Ceng baltalion, 79 miles south of Danang. A spetter alrcraft
subsequentiy reported that the naval gunfire resulted in three
secondary explosions and nine swoondary fires, and destroyed 27
burkers, ten structures, and a 1,200-foot stretch of trenches,
There were na U.S, casualties, The extent of enemy casualties was
undetermined,

ﬁgcond Coastal Zone

MARKET TIME units patrolling the Second Coastal Zone during
May detected 17,000 junks and sampans--an increase of 13,000 over
April®s figure, In addition; Swift boats supperting cperations of
the U,S. FIRST Cavalry Division detained 98 jurks and sampans and
539 persons,

On 8 May PCF 65 detained 20 junks and 150 persons attempting
wc leave the area ¢f the ground operatiocns, 27 miles north of Qui
Nhon, The next day PCF 91 detained four junks &nd 16 persons; 39
miles north of Qui Khon, On 13 Mgy PCF 90 detained eight sampans
and 49 persons in respons? to a request from a FIRST Cavalry unit,

Lo miles nerth of Qui Nhoun,
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PCFs 57, 61, 6l, 66, 82 and 91 conducted an Operation ROUNDUP

sweep on 24 May, LB miles north of Qui Nhon, That day the Swifts
detained 66 junks and sampans and 324 persons,

Third Coastal Zone

In addition to detecting almost 7,000 junks and sampans during
the month, MARKET TIME units in the Third Coastal Zone conducted 11
gunfire support missions and assisted a hydrographic survey hoat
struck by enemy fire,

On the 2nd of May, 52 miles southwest of Vung Tau, USCGC POINT
LEAGUE observed approximately ten person3i fleeing toward bunkers as
the cutter approached the Long Toan Secret Zone, At the request of
the Vietnamese Sector Control, POINT LEAGUE took the bunkers under
fire, A spotter aircraft subsequently reported that the cutter’s
81-mm, mortar and .50 caliber machine-gun fire set at least ome of
the bunkers ablaze, There were no U,5, casualties; the extant of
enermy casualties was undetermined,

On S May, 55 miles southwest of Vung Tau, POINT LEAGUE fired
on a group of bunkers shielding spproximately ten Vliet Cong, The
cutteris fire destroyed one of the bunkers and a number of camou=
flaged crates in the area,

About an hour later, one mile farther south; USCGC POINT
CYPRESS fired 8l-mm, mortars on seven camouflaged Viet Cong huts,
In addition to damaging all of the huts, the mortars indtliated a
series of fires, The extent of enemy casualties was undetermined,

On 13 May, a survey boat from USS MAURY (AGS 16) was hit by

27 CONFIDENTT AL




CONFIDENTIA™

S57~mm, reccilless-rifie fire while conducting hydrographic operations

53 miles southwest of Vung Tau, USCGC POINT KENNEDY tock the stricken
craft alongside and provided a repair party equipped with a submersible
pumrp and patching equipment, At this time; POINT KENNEDY hegan receiving
recoilless-rifle fire frown the beach, The cutter suppressed the outburst
with 8l-mm, mortars and kept the enemy positlions pinned down while the
repalr party successfully arrested the flooding in the survey boat,
POINT KENNEDY then towed the boat to MAURY, There were no U,S, casual-
ties; the extent of enemy casualties was undetermined,

Fourth Coastal Zone

MARKET TIME units in the Fourth Coastal Zone detected 11,000
junks and sampens during May; and conducted seven gunfire support
missions against Viet Cong positions,

Shortly after midnight on 9 May units of the Vietnamese Navy's
Coastal Group U5 detected a Viet Cong junk and sempan which had
evaded to the beach, 70 miles north of Ca Mau Point, The VNN units
engaged the enemy craft as well as Viet Cong shore positions, In
the ensuing exchange, wnich lasted until 0500 and resulted in the
capture of the enmemy junk, PCF 03 and USCGC POINT YOUNG provided
illumination and haressmernt fire in support of the VEN units,

On 13 May a forward air controller under heavy automatic-
weapons fire frem Viet Cong ground positions 51 miles east of An
Thol requested naval gunfire support. PCFa 93 and 94 proceeded to
the area and suppressed the hcstile fire, The spoiter alrcraft

reported that the PCFs' fire destroyed six sampans and dameged two

28 CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL
enemy structurea, There were no U,5, casualties,

At 1605 on the 13th a Navy US-2C alrcraft crashed five miles
east of An Thol., Thirty minutes later PCF 93 arrived on the scene
and picked up the sole survivor, The bodles of the other two crew
members and most of the wreckage were recovered during subsequent
salvage operations,

On 1} May a forward air controller under hzavy automatic-

weapons fire from a Viet Cong position on Gape Bal Bung received

assistance from PCF 92, The Swift boat's fire destroyed one sampan

and damaged several other sampans and four Viet Cong structures,
There were no Y,5. casualties,

On the 22nd, five miles east of Ca Mau Point, one of the Coast
Guard’s newly arrived 311-Class cutters, USCGC BARATARIA (WHEC 361),
furnished naval gunfire support to ground units at the request of
the Vietnamese Sector Contrcl, The cutter's fire destroyed five
structures and three sampans, and initiated a large fire,

27
MARKET TIME UNITS

Two of the newly-designed patrol gunboats Jeoined Operation
MARKET TIME in May., The first to arrive, GALLUP, reached Cam Ranh
Bay on 30 April and began MARKET TIME patrels on 3 May, The gunboatia
features include a light, all-aluminum hull, a speed of 27 knots,
and one 3"/50 caliber gun, one 8l-mm, mortar and two .50 caliber
machine guns, A second gunboat, ASHEVILLE, arrived on 10 Mar and

commenced operations on the 12th,
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Ou 15 May the high-endurance Coast Guard cutters BARATARIA,
BERING STRAIT and GRESHAM began replacing SEVENTH Fleet DERs on a
one-for-one basis, The ships are units of Coast Guard Squadron
THREE, have a speed of 19 knots, and mount one 5%/38 caliber gun,
six ,50 caliber machine guns, one Mark 10 torpedo launcher with
six torpedos, and two 8l-pm., mortars,

The Con Son Island radar site--designed to improve MARKET TIME
detection capabilities in the Third Coastal Zone--became operational
on 15 M~r, under the cognizance of CTU 115.3,8,

At 0800 on 15 May, the VNN!s PCE 08 relieved the ocean mine=
sweeper LUCID of MARKET TIME duties in the First Coastal Zone and
remained on patrol until 29 May. At 0600 on 17 May, the VNN‘s PCE
12 relieved the coastal minesweeper GANNET in the Second Coastal
Zone and rerained on patrol until 31 May.

During the month aircraft from four patrol squadrons provided

air surveillance for Operation MARKET TIME, A detachment of Patrol

Squadron L2 flew SP-2A Neptunes from Tan Son Nhut Alr Base, A

detachment of Patrol Squadron 16 flew P-3A Orion aircraft from the
Naval Air Station, Sangley Point, and a Patrol Squadron L6 detach=
ment flew Orions from U Tapao, Thailand, Meanwhile a detachment of
Patrel Squadron 1 Neptunes began operations on 18 May at the Naval
Alr Facility, Cam Ranh Bay, relieving the Patrol Squadron h2
detachment which had been at Cam Ranh since 1 April,

In May the following U,S, SEVENTH Fleet ships operated as

MARKET TIME units during the indicated inclusive dates:
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: DER 327 USS BRISTER 715
DER 324 USS FALGOUT 10-31

- DER 334 USS FORSTER 1-15
DER 393 USS RAVERFIELD 12-28
DER LOO USS HISSEM 1-7
DER 31l US55 KOINER 1-15
DER 329 USS KRETCHMER 1-1¢, 29-311
DER 387 USS VANCE 1-12
IST 525 USS CAROLINE GOUNTY 11-31
ILST 819 USS HAMPSHIRE CQUNTY 1=12
MSC 250 USS GANNET 12-31
MsC 203 USS WOODPECKER 1-22
MSO Ll U35 EMBATTLE 1-6
M50 L37 USS ENHANCE 6=31
M30 439 USS EXCEL 6-31
MSo LLk USS FIRM 1-6
¥SO LLS USS FORCE 1-6
MSO U7 USS GUIDE 611
MSQ L%0 USS LEADER 6=91
MSO 458 USS LUCID 631
MSG 466 USS PRIME 16
MSO Lé7 USS REAPER 1-6
PG 8k US5 ASHEVILLE 9-31
PG 85 USS GALLUP 3=31
WHEC 3681 USCGC BARATARIA 15-31
WwHEC 382 USCGC BERING STRAIT 15-31
WHEC 387 USCGC GRESHAM 15-31
WHEC 1380 USCOC YAKUTAT 31

St

MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY
May 1967

1, U.S, Ships/Crafts
DER/WHEC MSO MSC WPB PCF IST

Cam—_ dtmram e di——

Daily average rumter
of eraft on patrol 5 5 1 16 45 1

2, U.5, Activity:

|

TOTAL DETECTED WOoOoD DAT 55,265  NIGHT 58,975

116,176

STEEL - DAY 1,094  NIGHT 8L2

TOTAL INSPECTED WOOD =~ DAY 21,513  NIGHT 22,092
_Lb, 688

’ STEEL - DAY 596  NIGHT L,87
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WOOD =~ DAY 17,643  NIGHT 11,439
_25,210
STEEL -~ DAY 91  NIGHT 37
TOTAL DETAINED  JUNKS 106  PEOPLE 1,292
Naval Gunfire Suppert Missicnss
TOTAL MISSIONS 20
Structures: 18 destroyed 12 damaged

Bunkers: 28 destroyed 13 damaged

Craft: 1l destroyed 11 damaged Ol captured

Hostile Fire Reaction Missions:
TOTAL MISSIONS 50
Structures: 6 destroyed
Craft: 8 destreyed
Personnels 3 Viet Cong suspects captured
Evasion Ineldentssz
TOTAL INCIDENTS 17
Junks: L destroyed 2 damaged
Sampans 2 2 destroyed
Basket boatss 2 destroyed 3 captured
Personnel: 3 Viet Cong captured 6 killed (probables)
Suppert of Ground Operations:
TOTAL OPERATIONS B
Search and Rescue Missions:

TOTAL HISSIONS 6
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OPERATION S51ABLE DOOR . :

In May units of Operaticn STABLE DOOR detected 76,685 junks |

and sampans, Of this number 15,985 were inspected and 7,970 were
boarded, Thirty-eight suspicicus craft were detained together

with 378 persons,

During the month Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit 1 (IUWu 1) at
Vung Tau~-composed of six officero and 122 erlisted men--provided
surveillance for a daily average of 25 ships anchored in the harbor,
The STABLE DOOR patrols resulted in the detention of 35 junks and
172 suspects, At month's end IUWU 1!s inventory of craft had been
bolstered by the nrrivai of the first four l5=foot harbor patrol
picket boats, -
At Cam Ranh Bay IUWU 2 (seven officers and 129 enlisted men)
detained one junk and LO persons in May while providing surveillence
for a daily average of 27 ships in the harbor,
TUWU 3 at Qui Nhon, consisting of seven officers and 136
enlisted men, provided harber defense for a daily in-port average
of 30 ships, The patrols detairea two Junks and 8L perscns,
either for improper identification papers or susplcious activity,
At 0730 on 9 May, Ckimmers G6 and 12 sighted five sampans in
a cove in the inner harbor, After warning shots were fired by the
Skimmers. four of the sampans emerged from the cove while the fifth
evaded, At this time fire was received from positions behind the .
cove, The Skirmers returned the fire with unknown results as the )

occupant of the fifth sampan successfully escaped intc the brush,
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The occupants of the four other sampans (three boys and one old man)
were interrogated and subsequently released, There were no U, S,
casualties,

On § May, harbor defense LCPLs and MARKET TIME PCFs rescued a

number of Vietnamese civilians from Qui Nhonts inner harbor folloﬁing

a Viet Cong mortar attack on the port facilities, The mortars struck

fuel pumps in the herbor and caused extensive rfamage,

In May, the six officers and 101 enlisted men of Nha Trang's
IUWU L detaiszed 83 suspects while providing surveillance for a dally
average of 12 ships in pert, Two additional Skimmers arrived al Nha
Trang during the month, bringing to 12 the total number of Skimmers
assigned to Operation STABLE DOOR,

E 2 5 2 o)
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCL (TASK PORCE 117)

On 15 May the Riverine Assault Force experienced its firat

major contact with the Viet Cong when elements of Task Group 117,2

engaged enemy units armed with heavy automatic weapons and recoil-
less rifles, 15 miles west of My Tho.
Initial contact occurred at 0815 while the monitor and four

ATCs of Task Element 117,2,1,2 were proceeding to blocking stations
along Tra Tan Creek, The Element had just landed U,5, troops par-
ticipating in Operation HOP TAC XVIII, a multi-battalion pearch and
destroy mission involving the Second Brigade, NINTH Infantry Division,
The enemy opened fire on the riverine craft with small arms; then
struck ATC 92-6 with a round of 57-mm, recoilless=rifle fire, The
eraft's special bar-and-plate armor™ checked the round?s impact

and helped avert serious structural damage. The enemy fire was
subsequently suppressed and the task element continued north along
the waterway,

At 1300, during a southbound sweep of Tra Tan, the clement

was attacked again by Viet Cong forces, A round of recoilless-
rifle fire hit ATC 92-6, wounding three of the crew and the embarked
river division commander, Two other ATCs and a CCB were also hit
*The converted LCMs of the Riverine Assault Force are equipped with
an armor arrangement designed to prevent penstration of the craftis
vital spaces from projectiles up to and including those of 57-mm,
caliber, The sides of the craft are protected by 9/10% thick,
high-hardness steel plate, Eighteen inches outboard of the plate,
there is a steel shield consisting of spaced rods each with a dia-

meter of 5/8 af an inchj the rods trigger striking projectiles,
thereby lessening the impact on the steel plate,
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by recoilless-rifle rounds, btut sustained no personnel casualtlies
or material damage,

An hour later Monitor 91=2 took one of the recollless-rifle
positions under fire, killing one Viat Cong, At the same time
four of the monitor's crew wera wounded by small-arms fire, The
riverine assault units then withdrew from the area while air strikes
were delivered against the enemy sites,

About 1630, in the same generdl area, Task Element 117.2.1.4
(three ATCs) killed three Viet Cong before alrcraft moved in to
launch strikes against the withdrawing Viet Cong,

The action on 15 May was the only major contact between
riverine assault units and the enemy during the month., On several
other occasions units engaged in troop-1ift, blocking or patrel
operations exchanged fire with the enemy in the My Tho-Dong Tam
area, Most of these incidents involved small-arms fire., However,
on 19 May three ATCs were hit by three Bo-tm, caliber projectiles

(probably B-LO rockets™) in the Xang Canal, just south of the Long

DMnh Bridge, Threa Viet Cong were killed by the ATCs! return fire;

®rhe B-LO is the Viet Cong designation for the Russian anti-tank
grenade launcher, Model RPG-2, or the Chinese Communist Type-56
anti-tank grenade launcher, The launcher has a LO=mn, bore and
the rocket?s warhead has a diameter of 82 millimeters, According
to the MACV=Vietnariese Joint Gereral Staff handbook, War Material
Used by the Viet Cong in South Vietnam or Presumably Available to
North Vietnam, this weapon has an effective range of 165 yards,
and 1te nigh explosive anti-tank (HEAT) round is capable of pene-
trating six to seven inches of armor, The HEAT round fired by a
Chinese Commurdst 57-mn, recoilless rifle, Type 36, is capabls of
penetrating two and three=quarter inches of armor,
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whiéh also triggered a secondary explesion, Although ﬁhe dhnage

to the assault craft was relatively minor; it was fopnd that 82-mm,

caliber projectiles were capable of penetrating the ATC's armor,
In the Rung Sat Special Zons, Task Group 117.1 continued to
support Operation SPEARHEAD I until its terminatdon on 11 May, The
operation accounted for 13 Viet Cong killed, six more probably
killed, and four captured,
During the remainder of the month Task Force 117 units in the
RSSZ conducted advanced training exercises, security patrols ard
interdiction operations, In addition; periodic landing operations
in the RSSZ were comducted with troops lifted frem Dong Tam by
Task Group 117,.2 units,

Riverine Assault Force Units

On 1 May USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (L‘.-‘sT 1126) assumed the duties
=f resuvpply ship for the Mobile Riverine Force,

On 2 May, with the arrival of USS COLLETON (APB 36), the
Mobile Riverine Base was complete and plans were formulated to
move the MRB to Dong Tam in early June, By the end of May all
1CM comversions, except for two command-control boats and four
monitors, had arrived in country, The six remaining craft were

expected to arrive in June,
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U.S. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG

During May the Cua Viet—~the major supply.rou't.e to Dong Ha

from the South China Sea--was the scene of several mining incid;e‘nts.‘
At approximately 0430 on 9 May the U.S. Army dredge HYDE was mined
while operating in the Cua Viet entrance channel. The explosion
tore a six by seven-foot hole in the dredge’s starboard bow, caus-
ing the rapid flooding of several compartments. HYLE immediately
unloaded her hoppers arnd maneuvered onto the beach near the LST
ranp.

Approximately two hours later a second exploslon, on HYDE's
port guarter, blew a one-foct nole in the dredge's hull just above
the waterline. Two of the craft's personnel were slightly wounded
by the blast, The dredge‘s crew and NAVSUPPACT Danang damage
control. personnel subsequently repaired the damaged areas, and
HYDE was back in operation within 37 hours.

Another incident occurred on 15 May when NAVSUPPACT Danang's
YFU-59 was mired while anchored near the ICM-LCU ramp at Dong Ha.
The force of the explosion, directly beneath the craft, penetrated
the bottom plating, blew off a watertight hatch cover and ruptured
gsections of the main deck outboard on the port side. There were
no personnel casaalties. The damaged craft subsequently returned
to Danang where it was drydocked for repairs,

On 18 May, on the basis of intelligence received from local
fishermen, a controlled mine was found in the Cua Viet by Team 12

of Explosive COrdnance Demolition Unit 1. The mine, encased in
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wood; contained 700 one-half pound blocks of TNT and ten pounds of

plastic exploeive rigged for cammand detomation; three electrical
detonators and 19 non—electrical detonators were distributed
throughout the charge.

As a result of the ominous enemy activity, NAVSUPPACT insti~
tuted additional security measures. An LCPL and four divers were
assigned to Dong Ha to cugment the harbor and river security
forces in that area. At Danang the number of harbor patrol craft
operating at, night was increased from five to seven, ard the Viet-
namese liaison personnel aboard the craft were augmented by Viet-
namese national polizemen, Also, a floating-tarrel fence was
positioned arourc the barracks ships (APLs) ard the small boat
basin to provide a barrier against swimmers., Additionally, from
2£+ to 31 May, the .S, SEVENTH Fleet's LUCID (MSO 458) conducted
minesweeping operations in the main channel and anchorage area of
Danang'!s narbor,

During the ronth the Danang harbor patrol craft apprehended a
total of 70 sampans and junks for curfew, identification-card and
restricted-area violations. On one occasion bubbles were observed
in the water near the NAVSUPPACT voat house. A junk nearby was
boarded and found to contain two diving masks. However; an under-
water search of the area produced negative results,

On another occasion a patrol craft sighted an objJect in the
water with strings attached. When a hand grenade way thrown near

the object, a secondary explosjion ensued. The incident took place
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approximately 200 yarda from the barricade near the AFlas,

At 0110 on 13 May, thes NAVSUPPACT detachment compound near
Chu lai and the adjacent compound of Naval Mobile Constiuction
Battalion 8 were attacked by a Viet Cong force using S?AMMQ
recoillless rifles and 82.qmm, mortars. One Seabee was killed in
the attack; eight other Navymen andi two Japaerese nationals were
wounded

At the same time two USNS ships beached at the 1ST ramp were
hit by 57-mm. recoilless-rifle fire, resulting in axtensive damage
to both ships, No major damage was sustained by the compound
areas.

From 17 to 22 May NAVSUPPACT®s YFUs 55 and 57 were temporar-
ily assigned to Task Group 79.4 ol the U,5. SEVENTH Fleet %o
provide logistic support for Marines engaged in Operation BEAU
CHARGER, and to assist in the evacuation of Vietnamese refugees
fron the Demilitarized Zone, On 19 May, one Navyman was slightly
wounded when YFU 55 came urder intense enemy mortar fire,

The growing intensity of combat operationa in I Corps was
evidenced by a 20 per cent increase in the total number of
patients admitted to the NAVSUPPACT hospital in Danang. Of the
1,262 patients received at the 4LOL-bed hospital in May, 572 were
admitted for combat injuries; an increase of 55 per cent over
April's figure. An added factor was the increasing complexity of
wounds, Many of the casualtles suffered from head wounda that

required surgical and neurosurgical treatment.

L5 CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDINTIAL

As e result of the rising demands placed on Danang's hospital,

action was initiated to obtain additional ﬁxedical personnel, " And

at month's end, the extent of the need for additlional hospital
facilities at Dznang and other I Corps sites was under review,

Meanwhile, the accelerated pace of combat operations was met
by a correspondingly high level of cargo operations at all I Corps
ports.

At Danang the volume of cargo back-loaded for transshipment
to other ports—69,853 short tons-—-was the highest monthly total
to date., The month's throughput for Danang was almost 200,000
short tons. The combined througiput for all I Corps porls was
almost 300,000 short tons.

In the Cua Viet LCM-8s and YFUs continued to shuttle between
the 1ST ramp and the LCM-LCU ramp at Dong Ha, transporting approx-
imately 900 short toms of cargo amd 40,000 gallons of POL daily.

A total of 25,670 short tons of cargo was processed at Dong Ha.

During the month there was continued progress in clearing the
Cua Viet approaches to Dong Ha. On 29 May dredging of the Cua
Viet entrance channel as well as the turring basin by the IST ramp
was ~ompleted. Also, action was initiated to procure the services
of the suction dredge THUBON for the removal of two sandbars which,
during pariods of low water, impede craft transiting from the IST
ramp to Dong Ha, The sandbars mresented the only remaining natural
obstacles to the unrestricted transit of the Cua Viet by lighterage.

In May NAVSUPPACTts overall support responsibility was expandsd
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to incicde Class 1 apd Class I1T suppert for U,S. Armmy units in
the Duc Pho area, (lass ITI ard Class IV support for all I Jorps
units cormtinmued to be satizlactory. Net supply rogui--ition effec-
tiveness at Danang was B8 per cent, At Chu lLel net effectiveness

was U9 per ceat, a decrease of nine per cent under Aprii's figure,

The general level of Clasa I supplies received z:d expended

rose considerably. On 31 May the quantity of C-ra%ions (indivin
unl combat meals) available totaled 6,198,962 meals which, based
upori the existing THIRD Marine Amr*lbious Force requirements; cons-
Lituted a 2l-day supply. During the month three and one-hslf
million raticne were iss.ed, an increase of two million over the
total issued in Aprii.

Meanwhile the aveilability of sambags reached a cri*icsl
stage becsuse of the sharp increase in combat operations ard the
deployment, of additional U.S., Marine ard Army units within 1 Corps,
Almost two million sandbags were issued during the month, exhaus-
ting NAVSUPPACT!s stocks., By monthis end over 2% million sandbags
had been ordered Lc meet the rising requirements.

The Port of Danang was visited 127 times by U.S. SEVENTH
Fleet ships during May. 7The ships were provided with 545,340
gallons of diegel fuel and over 1,000,000 gallons of potable
water, in addition tc mall, freight, courler, transient billeting
and disbursing services,

The Naval Support Activity's C-A47 aircraft made 21 flights

during the month, transporting 547 passengers and 47,195 pounds of
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cargo,

On 31 May the number of personnel assigned to the Navai

Support Activity was 7,963. That same day the number of United
States and other Free World Military Assistance Forces supported

by NAVSUPPACT reached 130,800.

S
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U,S, NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, SAIGON

On two occasions in May the efforts of personnel of the Naval

Support Activity detachment at Nha Be helped avert major disasters,

On 3 May a 60-foot junk berthed at the Esso fuel pier near the

Nha Be tank farm caught fire, The jumk, loaded with sixty 55-gallon
drums of gasoline and forty 55-gallon drums of other inflaymable
1iquids, wae set adrift by its crew and subsequently became wedged
between the pilings of a highway bridge, threaterming the bridge and
a heavily-populated marketplace and housing area nearby,

The detachmentis fireboat, unable to extingulsh the intense
fire, towed the burning junk to an uninhabited rice-paddy area
three-fourths of a mile away and pushed it against the river bank,
As the fireboat turned clear the junk exploded, burtling drums' as
much as 100 yards away, There were no injuries to the fireboat's
crew; three of the junk's Vietnamese crew were hospitalized for
burns,

On 11 May the Philippine Tanker MARIKADO caught fire while
berthed near the Nha Be tank farm, The tanker had approximately
10,000 gallons of JP-li fuel on board. The Nha Be detachment's LCM,
assisted by PBRs, towed the burning vessel away from the pier to
prevent the fire from spreading to the POL storage area, After
almost nine hours of sustained effort, the fire was extinguished,.
At one point four detachment personnel were blown into the water
by one of several minor explosions which erupted from the confla-

gration, None of the men suffered serious injuries,
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On the night of the 7th, Can Tho dstachment personnel were
called upon to assist in fighting fires when iz Binh Thuy Alr
Base was shelled by Viet Cong using mortars and recoilless rifles,
The enemy attack destroyed a number of structures and aircraft and
started numerous rires, Fifty Can Tho detachment personnel joimned
with U,S, and Vietnamese Air Force personnel in evacuating aircraft
and equipment and in bringing the fires under control,

During May the construction of interim and permanent facilities
at GAME WARDEN and MARKET TIME bases continued tp progress; within
the limitations imposed by a fixed contractor personnul ceiling and
a fixed amount of available funds,

At Cam Ranh Bay, NAVSUPPACT personnel completed the installation
and wiring of a 100-kilowatt generator and an electrical distribution
system at the Naval Air Facility, In addition, the construction of
an ordnance storage area was begun,

At Yha Be, half of the existing helicopter landing pad was
dismantled by NAVSUPPACT personnel p.celiminary to the construction

of an enlarged lauding pad on a recently-filled sit. next to the

perimeter security fence, The larger pad; which is needed to provids

adequate parking space for GAME WARDEN helicopters; will be constructed
by U,S, Army personnel,

At Vinh Long renovation of the new living quarters was 25 per
cent complete at monthts end, The roofing and screening of the
building was completed, and concrete foundatlions had been poured

for a water tank and a septic tank,
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At Dong Tam further improvements were made to the repair
facilities, boat wharves and the sewer system., At the end of the
month, preparations were being made for the construction of addi-
tional messing and berthing facilities, The facilities would
eventually accommodate a total of 750 personnel,

The number of line items stocked at NAVSUPPACT Sailgon increased
by 1.5 per cent during May to a total of 26,630, Cross aupply-
requipition effectiveness was 38 per cent, nine per cent less than!

i .
the rate recorded in April, The decline was attributed to a'sizab}.

increase in the mmber of requests for parts not normally‘carrisd

1 L
in stock, Meanwhile net supply requisition effectiveness remaine%r‘;_;i{

essentially stable at 70 per cent, .§  ‘

The operaticnal availability of GAME WARDEN and MARKET TIME i
patrol boats continued to be generally excellent, ranging from 91 i.
per cent for PCFs and WPBs to 93 per cent for PERs, The availa- .
biliﬁ} of STABLE DOOR craft ranged from 90 to 99 per cent, - _

On 1 May USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (LST 1126) was placed under th;
opsrational control of COMNAVSUPPACT Saigon and began coastal and
Delta resupply operations, On 7 May YFG 90 completed outfiitting
and made its first resupply run to the Delta,

The ships and craft of NAVSUPPACT transported a total of 1,976
short tons of carpgo during the month, Meanwhile, the NAVSUPPACT
aviation section (Air Cofat) transported 2,906 passengers and 150.5

short tons of cargo,

On 13 May a Navy US«~2C atrcraft, temporarily assigned te
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NAVSUPPACT Saigon from Fleet Composite Squadron FIVE, crashad
shortly after takeoff into the Gulf of Thailand, approximately
five miles east of the An Thei airfield on Phu Quoc Island, The
pilot and co=-pilot were killed; the third crew member was rescued
by PCF 93 which was on patrol nearby,

Salvage operations to recover the plane were conducted by USS
KRISHNA (4RL 38) and a ten~man detachment from Team 3 of Harbor
Clearance Umit 1, Approximately 85 per cent of the aircraft,
including both engines; the tail section and a portion of the
fuselage, was recovered,

At 1730 on 24 May USS MARK (AKL 12) struck an uncharted bar

at the mouth of the Co Chien River, At the time, the ship had

just completed replenishing USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) at River=

mouth Station BRAVO and was standing out on a favorable tide.
Eight hours later MARK floated clear on a rising tide, The ship
was undamaged and proceeded to Saigon via Vung Tau for further
cargo operations,

On 31 May the number of personnel assigned to NAVSUFPACT
Saigon was 1,870, The number of personnel provided logistic
support by NAVSUPPACT headquarters and its 1l detachments stood

at S,700 at month’s end,
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION EBRIGADE

In May the number of Seabee casualties increased markédlya

Most of the injuries occurred on 8 May, 2,000 yards from the
Demilitarized Zone, when 13 men of a 23-man MCB-4 detachment were
woundad by enemy troops attempting to overrun a Special Forces
camp which the Seabees were building at Con Thien.

In addition, MCB-8's camp at Hosemary Point in Chu lLai was
struck by seven mortar rounds on 13 May, which killed one Seabee
and wounded five others. On 10 May, south of Danang, two men from
MCB-4 were injured when their truck hit a mine.

On 5 May the number of Seabee battalions in country increased
to ten with the arrival at Phu Bai of an advance detachment from
MCB-3, The detachment immediately began constructing base camp
facilities for the battalicn in ths Gia Le Combat Camp, five miles
northwest of the Phu Bai airstrip.

By the end of the month the detachment had completed 70 per
cent of the base camp facilities, In addition, the Seabees erected
two Butler buildings for the Marines' 3rd Engineers, ard started
survey and design work on a Marine air group cantomment at the Phu
Bai airstrip and a parking apron and hangar site for *he U.3,
Army*s 131st Aviation Company.

Meanwhile MCB-1 completed three 50-foot-high observation
towers for Marin=s 3. the Dia Loc area, as well as a 600-foot
timber bridge. And, in the Delta, a 6L4-man detachment from the

tattalion began constructing additional cantorments at Dong Tam,
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MCB-4's "Liberty Bridge" project (which will span the Thu Bon
River) was bolstered in May by the addition of a second crew. At

month's end the bridge was 20 per cent complete. The battalion

also paved a 33;000-square-yard parking apron at the Danang Air

Base,

At Chu Lai members of MCB-€ and MCB-71 built a helicopter
facility for the U.3. Army’s Task Force Oregon in 15 days. In
addition, MCB-8's personnel completed work on a water and sewer
system, a fire station and an electrical distribution system for
the area's Naval Support Activity detachment,

At Dong Ha a detachment from MCB-5 constructed a 100-bed
hospital, Meanwhile MCB-11 began work on - cantonment for the
Marines! Force logistic Support Unit; amd comnstructed a complex
consisting of 16 Butler bu.ldings for the THIRD Marine Division,
Also, a 75-man detachment from the battalion was deployed to Khe
Sanh to rebuild the airfield.

At Danang MCB-58 completed several bulldings for the Vietna-
mese Army's B0lst Ordnance Platoon. The battalion alsc built com-
munications centers for the FIRST Marine Division and the Marine
Force logistic Command.

At Danang Ezst MCB-123 extended the ARVN POW compound near
Marble Mountain to handle an additional 500 prisoners. The bat-
talion also built an LST pier near III MAF's headquarters, and
atarted construction of a major ammunition storage area for the

Vietnamese Air Force,
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Major projects completed by MCB-62 in the Phu Bai area during
May included an addition to the 131lst Aviation Company cantonment,
and the campletion of galleys {each one able to accommodate 250
men) for the 3rd Medical Battalion and the 3rd Motor Transport
Battalion. MCB-62 alsc improved the LST-LCU ramp at Hue and,
together with MCB-3; started repair work on Route 1 between FPhu
Bai and Hue.

During the month two replscement Seabee Teams arrived in
country. At Thoai Son Seabee Team 0309 began preparatlions to
relieve Team 0509. Team 0407, scheduled to relieve Team 0307,

was temporarily stationed at Tan Son Nhut Air Base where it will

complete a warehouse and supply compound begun by Team 0307, The

newly—-arrived Team will eventually be deplayed to Can Tho to
assist -n the improvement of provineial hospitals and maintenance

fagilities in the IV Corps area.

A
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COMMUNICATIONS

The COHNAVFORV commun%cationa center processed 95,280 messages

in May, the highest one~month total to date. The figure represen-
ted an increase of 6,965 messages over April's trafflc.

During the month the equipment installation phase of PROJECT
SEARCHLIGHT was begun at Nha Be, where it was scheduled to be
completed by 15 June., The project {the baslc requirements for
which were developed by a survey completed iIn 1966) is designed to
improve the communications facilities at COMNAVFORV headquarters
and at CAME WARDEN bases and the Coastal Surveillance Centers.
Egsentially the project entails procurement, installation and tes-
ting of the components required to upgrade voice and teletype com~-
munications. After the installation at Nha Bs is complete a simi-
lar phase will begin at My Tho; the cycle will continue elsewhere
as electronic materials become available.

In Project BOWLINE at Cam Ranh Bay the installation of elec—
tronic equipment a%t the new comrunications center was 77 per cent
complete; at the transmitter and receiver sites the completion
percentage of the electronic installation exceeded 85 per cent,
Meanwhile, the construction ;- a3e was more than 90 per cent
complete at each of the sites.

In Project SEA ANCHOR at Danang construction work on the new
communications center arnd the transmitter and receiver sites was
80 per cent complete, In addition, the power supply installation

was 95 per cent complete in the communications center and 90 per
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" ceni complete at the receiver and transazitter gites. The instal-

lation of air conditioning was 80 per cent cowplete at all three
sites.

On 26 May the establishment of a landline teletype circult
between the Naval Alr Facility and the Naval Commnications
Station, Cam Ranh Bay ended the need for Air Transportable
Communications Unit 100A. The following day the Unit returned

to the Naval Communications Station in the Philippines,

Tt
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ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND

On 10 May Admiral Willard J. SMITH, USCG; Commandant of the
U.S. Coast Guard, arrived in An Thoi to begin a three-day tour of
Navy ard Coast Guard facilitites in South Vietnam, Among the
areas visited by Admiral SMITH were Binh Thuy; Saigon, Vung Tau,

Cat Lo, Cam Ranh Bay and Danang.

On 12 May Vice Admiral John J, HYIAND, USN, Cammander U.S,

SEVENTH Fleet, visiled the headquarters of Commender River Patrol

Force {(CTF 114) at Binh Thuy. Vice Admiral HYIAND participated in

a PBR patrol amd observed certain phases of GAME WARDEN operations.
On 20 May Admiral Ulysses S, Grant SHARP; USN; Commander in

Chief, Pacific, arrived in Saigon to confer with COMUSMACV. In

the course of his visit Admiral SHARP was briefed by key officers

of COMNAVFOKV's staff, and vlsited Chu lai and Danang.

SR
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MILITARY CIVIC ACTION AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS

During May psychological operstlons conduc ted by U.S. and
Vietnamese maval persomel continued to produce sncouraging results,
In the First Coastal Zone the efforts of Coastal Group 14
resulted in four Viet Cong, including an assistant village leader,
returning to Goverrment jurisdliction on 18 May. With help from the

Zone s U.S. Navy "psyops" officer, the Vietnamese took photographa
P P g

of the returness {Hoi Chanhs), obtained written statements, and had

both imprinted on leaflets. In addition, interviews with the Hol
Chanhs were taped for broadcast purposes. During the next six days
100,000 of the leaflets were dropped throughout the area; and the
former village leader made personal loudspeaker appeals from a
Vietnamese Navy junk. As a result, three more Viet Cong rallied.
All of the Hoil Chanhs proved cooperative and reported that other
Viet Cong were close to defection.

In the Second Coastal Zone loudspeaker missions conducted by
Swift boats and Jjunks in the Hon Heo Secret Zone resulted in two
relliers. In the Mekorg Delta a PBR patrol playing a taped message
in & known hostile area in the Bassac River was taken under fire
from three positions on Tan Dinh Island. The PBRs suppressed the
fire and continued the mission, attracting a large crowd in the May
Island area, a known enemy <rossing route. At one point a sampan
was rowed out from the bank and its occupants thanked the patrol
personnel for the broadcast and informed them that PBRs had killed

two Viet Gong and wounded five others during a fire fight in the
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area the previous week.

Elsewhere in the Delta five Viet Cong rallied to PBRs in May,
using the special USN-VNN amnesty leaflete first distributed in
March,

In the Rung Sat Special Zone two ralliers, ons of whom claimed
to be a former Viet Cong platoon leader; turned in a .45 caliber
machine gun and led Regional Force troops to an enemy camp.

Following a brief fire fight with a Viet Cong platoon, the troops
captured a machine gun; two mortars, two carbines and a large
quantity of ammnition.

Among the month's civic action projects was an extensive mission
in the Second Naval Zone conducted by the VNN's hospital ship, LSM(H)
4L01. From 20 May until the end of the month the ship stopped at
geven different locations between Nha Trang and Phan Thiet. During
the trip the ship's dectors and corpsmen treated almost 2,000
villagers in need of medical or dental attention. Some of the cases

involved minor surgery.

On the afternoon of 14 May Coastal Group 36 units, Popular Force

troops, and a Navy corpsmen from USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LsT 838)
visited a village on Dung Island near the mouth of the Bassac River.
While the U.S. and Vietnamese medical personnel treated 250 villagers
in the area, the troops and sailors distributed literature espousing
the Goverrment 's cause.

The next day Coastal Group 36 units and a battalion of Ba Xuyen

Sector forces conducted a search and destroy mission on the island.
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Five Viet Cong were killed during the operation and another was
captured, Following the incident; medical persormel treated 500
villagers for routine allments while the troops distributed food
and gifts.

On the 20th units of Coastal Groups 34 and 37 transported 200
Regional Force tivors; a jJoint U.S.; Australian and VNN medical
contingent, and the Third Ccastal Zone'a "psyops" team to the hamlet
of Xam Giong Bong, 30 miles southwest of Vung Tau. One Vietnamese
sailor was wounded by sniper fire during the landing and one Viet
Cong suspect was detained, After the area was "secured," the
medical team treated 150 Vietnamese in need of dental care and 500
others requiring medical help; one of the latter was subsequently
evacuated for surgical treatment.

Throughout the month, in the Nha Be District south of Saigon,
the 2nd Battalion of the Vietnamese Marine Corps conducted a
continuing series of civic action missions. The projects were
woven into the battalion?s participation in Operation FAIRFAX; and

resulted in the medical treatment of 2,500 persons; the dissemination

of 32,000 "psywar" leaflets and booklets, the construction of 16

roofs for private dwellings, and the distribution of over 300 tons
of rice and other foodstuffs.

The following is a tabulation of certain military civic action
projects conducted during May by U.5. and Vietnamese naval forces

and the Vietnamese Marine Corps.
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Construction:

lo

a, Dispensaries 1l
b. Dwellings/number of families 3/6
¢, Schools/classrooms 3/12
d. Wells 5
€. ULhurches 1
f. Flagpoles 1

2, Medical treatment: :
a, General medicine 18,743 .

b. Dental 1,278
c. Surgery 80
d. Emergency evacuations 23
a, Cleft mlate operations 1

3., Health and sanitation:

a, Classes on personal hygiene/attendance 3/35
b, Immunizations 991
c. Medical aides or nurses trained 3
d. Physircal examinstions 2,0,0
e. Spray insecticide cperations 4
f. Swamp areas drained 1

L. Distribution of commodities (pounds unless ctherwise specified):

a, Cement 50,854
b, Clothing 4,510
c. Food 190,147
d, Lumber (board feet) 8,664 “
8. Medical, non-prescription 140
f. Midwife kits (nu.mberi)) 10
g. School kits (number) 468
h. Scap 14,237
. i. Tin sheets {rumber) 503
' j. Woodworking kits (number) 2
k. Paper blankets (number) 2,256
1. Personal kits (rumber) 810
m. Magazines {number) 18,225
\ 5. Educational efforts:
a. English classes/attendance 52/689

5., Voluntary piaster rontritutions in support of:
a, Orpharnages 117,000
b. Schosls 23,000
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP

VIETNAMESE NAVY

At the end of May the personnel strength of the Vietnamese
Navy stood at 15,988, Of this number 1,080 were officers, 3,029
were non-commissioned officers and the remaining 11,879 were
eniisted men. The number of perscnnel discharged during the month
as deserters and the number of unauthorized absentees was 35 and
314, respectively; the figures represented a continuing decline in
both categories.

On 11 May Patrol Motor Gunboats 616 and 618 were made avail-
able for assignment to the Fleet Command. Of the four ne: PGMs
which arrived in April, thease were the firat to complete the
training cycle conducted by the VNN's Underway Training Group in
Saigon. The formal transfer of ownership of the craft from the
U.5. Navy to the Vietnamese Navy was expected to be completed in
June,

On 17 May, for the first time since an independent govermment
was established in South Vietnam, a River Assamlt Group detachment
was activated outside of the Delta and surrocunding region. The
new unit, comprising six craft, was established at the Coastal
Group 12 base at Thua Thien, northeast of Hue. The primary
mission of the detachment is to conduct patrols and support amphib-
ious operations along the rivers, canals and inland shores of the

area 20 to 80 miles northwest of Danang.
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On 24 May the 24,) personnel assigned to the last recruit
training class programmed for 1967 completed thelr indoctrination
at the Recruit Training Center; Cam Ranh, At month's end certain
sections of the center were being revamped to provide facilities
for the Gunner's Mate and Boatswain's Mate Class A schools sched-
uled to start in July,

Fleet Command

Of the 26 ships available to the Fleet Commard in Mgy, 12
were maintained on sitation off the coast of South Vietnam; four
conducted river patrols, ard one performed convoy escort duty
between Yung Tau and Tan Chau. During the month the ships of the
Fleet Command conducted 32 gunfire support missions, searched 939
junks and 4,377 persons, and detained four junks and 17 suspects,

Patrol craft {PCs ard PCEs) patrolled the coasts of the First,

Second and Fourth Naval Zones. On 15 May PCE 08 relieved USS LUCID

(M30 458) in the northern survelillance barrier of the First Naval

Zonie. On 17 May PCE 12 relieved USS GANNET (MSC 290} in the Second

Naval Zone. Each PCE remained on station for 1k days; constituting
the most significant integration of the VNN Fleet Commond and USK
Coastal Surveillancze Force to date,

landing support ships (LSILs and LSSLs) provided gunfire
support and acted as convoy escorts in the Third Naval Zcne, the
Fourth Riverine Area and the Rung Sat Special Zone. The ships
conducted a total of 24 gunfire missions in May. On § and 6 May,
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ISSL 231 comducted three gunfire support missions against enemy
positions on the north bank of the Bassac River, 50 miles south~
east of Can Tho., The gunfire resulted in the deatruction of fivc
Viet Cong structures, one bunker and one sampan. In addition; 24

structures were damaged,

In May the Fleet Command's gunboats (FGMs) conducted river

and coastal patrols in the Rung Sat Special Zone and in tlks four

naval 7ones, while the coastal minesweepers (MSCs) were deployed
on coastal patrols in the First and Third Naval Zones. In the
RSSZ, motor launch mineaweepers (MIMSa) continued their daily
sweep operationu on the Saigen, Long Tau and Nha Be rivers,

The month’s 19 logistical missions resulted in the movement
of 3,270 tons of cargo and 2,423 personnel. Medium lamding ships
(1SMs) lifted 1,523 tons of cargo and 1,968 personnel; tank
landing ships (ISTs) lifted 1,522 tons of cargo and 455 personnel;
and utility landing craft {ICUs) lifted 225 tons of cargo.

Personnel of the VNN JUnderwater Demolition Team {LDNN) con-
tinued their nightly hull ingpections of ships in the Port of
Saigon, and conducted four operations during ti+ momth, Two de-
tachments operated in the RSSZ with U.S. Navy SEAlLs from 1 to 6
and 15 to 25 May; three LDNNs worked with SEAL detachments in the
Fourth Riverine Area from the 1%th to the 31lst; a 15-man detach-
ment conducted beach survey operations in the First and Second
Navel Zones from 17 May into Jume; and two IDNNa assisted the ARVN
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303rd Engineering Battalion from 13 through 16 May while the bat-

talion was constructing bridge defenses at Ben luc,
Coagtal Force

in May the available unitas of the Coastal Force--238--had a
daily employment average of 50 per cenmt. The units searched
21,303 junks and 80,829 persons during the month, detaining 33
Junks and 624 persons,

On 2 and 3 May Coastal Group 12 and Headquarters, I Corpa
Tactical Zone units conducted Operation LAM SON 47, 70 miiea
northwest of Danang. One hundred and four Viet Cong were killed
during the operation and 30 suapects were detained. In addition,
13 crew-served weapons, 80 individual weapons, and 24 cases of
BAR-type ammunition were captured.

On the afternoon of 7 May a Coastal Group 14 patrol sighted
nine Viet Cong attempting to cross the Cua Dal River, 14 miles
south of Danang, and requested and spotted for U.S. artillery fire
from a Marine unit., The artillery fire killed two of the Viet
Cong. At G330 the next day, three miles farther east, other Coas-
tal Group 14 units participated in an operation which resulted in
the destruction of two Viet Cong check points, the capture of one
Viet Cong, amd the detention of 11 suspects.

From 16 to 18 May Caastal Groups 11, 13, i and 15 conducted
a series of small raids and search and destroy missions aleng the
coast, One Viet Cong was killed during this period, another was
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captured, and four others defected, In addition, a 200-pound
water mine and a small assortment of small-crms ammnition and
grenades were seized.

On the 20th, Coastal Greup 14 and U, S, Marine ground unlts
conducted a one-day operation, QUYET THANG, 14 miles southeast of
Danang, Four Viet Cong were killed during the operation and one
Viet Cong defected. One Marine was wounded,

That same day Coastal Group 16 supported the ARVN FOURTH
Division in Operation LIEN KET 104, 67 miles southeast of Danang.
During the operation, which ended on the 28th, Coastal Group units
detained one junk and 89 suspects. The ground forces, meanwhile,
kil}led 137 Viet Cong and detained over 1,000 suspects,

At 2350 on 22 May a sampan manned by Ccastal Group 13 person-
nel and U.S, Navy advisors encountered two enemy craft on Cau Hai
Bay, 28 miles northwest of Danang, During the ensulng 15-minute
fire fight 19 North Vietnamese and Viet Cong were killed, and cne
Viet Cong was captured, The materiel seized included two carbinea,
a submachine gun, 24 grenades, and a quantity of ammunition and
documents., There were no friendly casualtles,

On 12 May Coastal Group 24 units in the Second Naval Zone
conducted a serics of search and destroy operations near My Quang,
23 miles south of Qui Nhon. The units destroyed three tons of

rice contained in three caches, and four enemy bunkers,

On 4 May, in the Third Naval Zone, Coastal Group 36 units and
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Vinh Binh Sector forces comducted 1 search and destroy operation
on the north shore of the Bassac Kiver;, ten miles upstream from
the mouth of the river., Two Vist Cong were killed and two indi-

vidual weapons were seized; five members of the sector force were

wourded. On 7 May Coastal Group 3% supported two ARVN Special

Forces missions on islands in the mouth of the Bassac River,
During the two operations five Viet Cong were killed;j two others
were captured along with a number of rifles and grenades.

On 8 and 9 May Coastal Groups 32, 33, 34 and 37, together
with ISIL 327, LSM 404 and PCF 35 landed end supported Heglonal
Force companies 907 and 983 and landing parties from each of the
coastal groups in Operation HAL 5U 5. The lard ing occurred near
the mouth of the My Tho River, 24 miles southwest of Vung Tam,
and was opposed by a Viet Cong platoon. Six of the enemy were
killed {probables) and two were wourded. The ensuing sweep of the
area by South Vietnamese troops resulted in the destruction of 200
punji-stake foot tréps, ard the seizure of a large quantity of
documents. The troops also provided protection for VNN medical
personnel, who treated approximately 80 villagers during the
operation,

On the night of 24 May two Coastal Group 36 junks amd four
U.S. PBRs supported a platoon of Vietramese Special Forces from
Soe Trang in an operation on the northern end of Dung Island,
During the mission the platoon was ambushed by an estimated 4O
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Viet Cong, Four Vietnamese troops were killed in the action and
another was wounded, One Viet Cong was captured.

At 0020 on 9 May, in the Fourth Naval Zone, Jjunks from Coas~-
tal Group 45 detected and forced aground a L0-foot motor junk car-
rying arms, As soon as the enemy junk grounded, 70 miles north of

Ca Mau Point, the occcupants began firing on the Coastal Group junks.

The Government units, supported by two MARKET TIME craft;, suppressed

the enemy fire, killing two (probables) of the fleeing Viet Cong.

The captured junk was subsequently towed to the Coastal Group base.
Included in its cargo were three Russian carbines;, one M-1 rifls,
three grenade launchers, and 800 rounds of small-arms ammunition,

Riverine Area Naval Commands

In May the River Assault Groups corducted one operation in
the First Naval Zone, three in the Third Hiverine Area, aix in the
Rung Sat Special Zone and eight in the Fourth Riverine Area,

The RAG units also performed escort duty and conducted river
patrol, base defense and psychological warfare missions, With a
daily average employment of 70 per cent of the available force of
141 craft, the RAGs searched 1,827 junks and 4,881 peraons, and
detained two junks and 11 persons.

On 17 May the newly-activated River Assault Group Detachment
in the First Naval Zone conducted its first operation, code-~named
TIEN SHA 1, The one-day operation included the transportation and
support of a two-platoon force of ARVN Special Forces ard Speclal
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Operations Group personnel deployed near Tien Sha Mountain; 3
miles east of Danang.

The month's three operations in the Third Riverine Area in-
volved support of U,S, Army units. From 5 to 7 May, 13 craft from
RAGs 24 and 28 provided blocking forces for wilts of the 199th
Light Infantry Brdgade conducting Cperation DUCK PIN, 15 miles
southwest of Saigon. The sweeps along the banks of the Vam Co
Dang Hiver resulted in the detention of five Viet Cong suapects

and the seizure of large quantities of explosives, medical sup-

plies and documents, In addition, several bunkers and foxholes

and three emplaced 57-mm. rifles were destroyed,

From 6 to 10 May, 14 cratt from RAGs 28 aml 30 and three
craft from the River Tramsport Escort Grcup* participated in the
U,S. FIRST Infantry Division's Operation MANHATTAE,; 25 miles north
of Saigon. MNumerous Viet Cong bunkers and tunnel couplexes were
destroyed during the operation. Afterwards two VNN sailors were

wounded when their craft, returning to its base; was mined,

% p gpecially-trained Vietnamese Navy unit under the operational
control of the Waterway Transport Office of the Government's
Public Works Department. The principal mission of the River
Transport Escort Group (RTEG) is to escort commercial traffic
along the waterways of the Mekong Delta between Saigon and Bac
lieu, Composed of seven officers, 200 enlisted men, and 28
river assault craft, the RTEG assigns five to seven craft to
accompany each convoy; the size of the convoy ranges from 15
Lo as many &8s 70 junks and barges. A convoy leaves Salgon
approximstely every ten days, arriving back in the Capital
about 22 days later,
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Units of RAG 30 supported U.S., NINTH Infantry Division units
in Operation FAJRFAX from 17 to 20 and 25 through 31 May. On the
28th a RAG unit killed four Viet Cong and captured an enemy sampan
during a fire fight on the Tac HRiver; 8 miles northeast of Saigon.
In a one-day operation on the 31lst; ISIL 331 and 13 craft
from RAGs 22 and 28 1-nded two Regional Force companies in an area
12 miles southeast of Saigon. Two Viet Cong were killed during
the assault as the troops destroyed one Jjunk, seven sampans; 57
structures, one medical aid station, 20 water mines and two cases

of locally-made land mines and grenades.

On 2 May seven craft from RAGs 25 and 29; enrcute from Can

Tho to Ca Mau, engaged an enemy unit in a canal 40 miles south of

Can Tho, During the fire fight three main-force Viet Cong of
Company 40i were captured, together with a quantity of arms,
documents and medical supplies.

On 9 and 10 May RAGs 23 and 31 supported a multi-battalion
force of the AKVN NINTH Division and Hegional and Special Forces
units in Operation LONG PHI 999/J. During the operation. cenduc-
ted ten miles north of 3a Dec, the ground forces killed ien Viet
Cong, captured ten others; and detained ten auspects, At the same
time RAG personnel searched 107 junks and 245 persons,

On the 12th and 13ih, the VNN®s LCU 538 and 21 craft from
kAGs 25, 27, 29 and 32 supported the ARVN NINTH Division in
Operation LONG PHI 999, 18 mliles southeast of Can Tho, Twenty-
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five Viet Cong were captured during this period, another was
killed, and four suspects were detained. One RAG sailor was
wounded, as well as three ARVN soldisrs.

Vietnamese Navy Statistical Summary

Searched Detained

Coastal Force People Junks Peopls
I NZ 27,079 29 4,89

154

7

L

II NZ 19,171 3
III NZ 25,231 0
IV NZ 9,348 1

Sub-Totals . 80,829 33 624,

Fleet Command
Patrol Ships L:377 17

liiverine Area
Craf+ . L,88L 1i

Tcmals s 90,087 652

I
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS

huring the month the six battalions of the Vietnamese Marine
Corps operated in the I1I and IIl Corps Tactical Zones, the Rung
Sat Special Zone amd the Fourth Riverine Area., The infantry bat-
talions were committed to combat operations 84 per cent of the
time and the three batteries of the Artillery Battalion were com-
mitted 74 per cent of the time.

Brigade Force A; consisting of a headquarters, the 4th and
5th Marine Battalions, and Battery B of the Artillery Battalion,
continued operations begun in April in the Bong Son area of the
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II Corps Tactical Zone,

The operations resulted in light;, scattered contact with Viet
Cong units. From the 1lst through the Ath there were eight minor
incidents which resulted in three Viet Cong being killed., Two
Viet Cong were captured in addition to an assortment of grenades,
clothes and documents. Three Marines were killed and six were
wounded. In an encounter on the 5th, one Marine was killed and
+two were wounded while four Viet Cong were killed and one was
captured, That day the Marines detained 68 suspects,

From % to 16 May, in a series of brief incidents; nine Viet

Cong were killed, one was captured, and one ARVN deserter and

seven suspects were detained, Three Marines were killed and 16

were wourded; two of those killed and nine of the wournded were
felled by snipers or boocby traps.

At OLOO on 17 May a Viet Cong platoon attacked a Marine out-
post and killed two Marines. Between the 17th and the 24th one
Viet Cong was killed. two were captured, and six suspects were
detained. Une Marine was wounded.

On the 24th a unit of the Force made contact with a Viet Cong
platoon, killing ten, capturing five, and detaining four suspects,
One Marine was killed and another was wounded, Among the items
seized were & .45 caliber pistor and 17 grenades.

From the 25th through the 3lst, in eight separate incidents,
three Viet Cong were captured amnd nine suspects were detained.
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During this period three Marines were killed and seven were woun—
ded.

Brigade Force B, composed of a headquarters, the 1lst and 3rd
Rattalions, and Battery C of the Artillery Battalion, was activated
on 24 May and transported by road convoy from Saigon to the Can
Tho area. The Force operated as a reaction and gearch unit under
the operational control of the ARVN 21st Division until 27 May, and
under the ARVN NINTH Division from the 28th to the 3lst,

On the 28th the Force participated in Operation LONG PHI
599/N, ten miles southeast of Can Tho. landed by RAG craft, the
Marines swept the area on the 28th and 29th, ki1lling two Viet Cong
and detaining six suspects. Seven Marines wera wounded. On 31
May tha Force returned to Saigon.

Earlier in the month, the lst Battalion and Battery A of the
Artillery Battalion had conducted waterway security and search and

destroy operations in the R33Z. Contact with the enemy was spora-—

dic amd light., On 1 May the 3rd Company discovered an enemy base

camp 16 miles northwest of Vung Tau and destroyed five huts (two

of vhich were booby-trapped), nine sampans, ten land mines and one
ton of rice, Two Marines were killed and two were wounded,

On the 11th the lst Battalion was relieved by the 6th Battal-
ion and returned to its base camp at Thu Duc. From 19 to 22 May
the lst Battalien maintained security in the Capital Military
District, operating principally in the Go Vap sector north of
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Saigon. On 24 May the Battalion deployed as a part of Brigade
Force B.

The 2nd Battalion, operating in the Nha Be District through-
out the month, continued to comduct search and destroy missions
and civic action projects tcgether with units of the U,5, 19%th
Light Infantry Brigade conducting Operation FAIRFAX. The battalion
provided daytime security patrols ard nighttime ambushes and patrols
designed to protect the progress of their civic action undertakings.

The 3rd Battalion remained at its base camp at Thu Due until
11 May when it began a week of security duty on the perimeter of
Tan Son Nhut Air Base, The battalion then returned to camp until
the 24th, when it joined Brigade Force B.

At Thu Duc on the Bth ;f May the 6th Battalion was inspected
by Lieutenant General Le Nguyen KHANG, VNMG; Commandant; Vietnamess
Marine Corps, In a subsequent dedication ceremony the battalion
was formelly activated as a cambat unit. On 11 May the battalion
relieved the 1lst Battalion in the RSSZ., There was no contact with
the enemy until 29 May when one Viet Cong was killed and another
was wourded during an attack on a Viet Céng base camp on the west
bank of the Long Tau River, 20 miles northwest of Vung Tau. The
battalion destroyed the camp, which contained 23 huts, ard with-
drew,

The morale of the Vietnamese Marine Corps remained at a high

level and the leaderehip in all units was considered to be excellent
88
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throughout the month., During May the Corps accounted for 30 enemy

killed, 14 captured and 180 suspects detained. OSixteen Marines
were killed and 42 Marines were wournded,

Vietnamese Marine Corpe Statistical Summary
May 1967

JC/NVA: 30 KIA, 14 captured, 180 suspects detained.
VNMC 16 KIA, 42 WIA,

Materiel Captured or Destroyed:

Hand Grenades
Bangalore torpedes
Sutrnachine guns

HM-1 rifles

K-50 SMGs

.45 caliber pistols
Huta

Sampans

Rice (tons)

Rifle grenades

K-50 ammunition {(rounds)
Shelters

Trench lines {meters)
Bunkers

Hines
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APPENDIX I
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APPENDIX TI

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF NAVAL AINISORY GROUP-U, S. NAVAL FORCIS,
VIETNAM

The V.S, Navy's advisory effort in Vietnam began in 1950, In
October of that year, a staff of eight officere and enlisted men
established the Navy Section of the U.S, Military Assistance and
Advisory Group (MAAG), The primary mission of the Navy Section was
to provide aid that would help atrengthen the coastal and river
security of Vietnam,

Throughout the 1950%s and the early 1950's, the advisory effaort

increased gradually as the Navy Section supervised the transfer of

craft and equipment to the Vietnamese wavy and furnished advisors

to the various training centers, the Saigon shipyard and the coastal
and river patrol units, Assistance was also provided to the Vietnamese
Marine Corps,

In 1962 the expanding American effort led to the establishment
of the U, S, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV), The MAAG,
meanwhile, continrued to administer the functional aspects of the
military zid program, The end of 1962 brought the arrival of the
first Seabee Technical Assistance Teams, highly-skilled groupas
destined to play a key role in the field of military civic action,

By 1963 there were over 700 U, S, personnel in the Navy Section;
many of these men were assigned to the Headquarters Support Activity,
a Navy command that provided logistic support for mest of the U, S, .
forces in South Vietnam, In 1964; the functions of the MAAG were
absorbed by MACV and in May the title of the Navy Section was changed
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to Naval Advisory Group, On 10 May 1965 Rear Admiral Norvell G, WARD,
USN, assumed the duties of Chief, Naval Advisory Group.

In July, U, S, SEVENTH Fleet units engaged in coastal patrols
(Operation MARKET TIME) were placed under the operational control
of Chief, Naval Advisory Group, and the Coastal Surveillance Force
(Task Force 115) was activated, Fast patrol craft (PCFs) and
Coast Guard catters (WPBs) eventually became the backbone of the
sea surveillance effort as TF 115 continued to grow in late 1965
and early 1966,

In March 1966 the first river patrol boats (PBRs) arrived in
South Vietnam as the River Patrol Force (Task Force 116}, estaplished
in December 1965, moved to counter enemy activity in the Mekong Delta
(Operation GAME WARDEN), At the same time; minesweepera began cpera-
tions in the Long Tau channel in order to keep that vital shipping
lane open from the South China Sea to Saigon,

The need to unify the burgeoning U. S, Navy commitment under
a single component commander directly responsible to COMUSMACV led

to the establishment in April of a major Navy command;, U, S. Kaval

Forces, Vietnam (KAVFORV)., On 1 April Rear Admiral WARD assumed

the additional duty of Commander U, S, Naval Forces, Vietnam,

In addition to Task Force 115 and Task Force 116, the new
command included cperational control of the Naval Support Activity,
Danang, the Naval Support Activity, Saigon (the U, S, Army had
assumed the Headquarters Support Activity functions), and the 30th

Kaval Construction Regimernt, In June, the activities of all Seabee
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units in South Vietnam were consclidated with the recommissioning
of the THIRD Naval Construction Brigade; under the cperational
control of COMNAVFORV,

During 1966 COMNAVFORY's widely deployed forces helped improve
the posture of the Vietnamese Navy and the Vietnamese Marine Corps,
reduced sea infiltration, disrupted enemy lines of communications,

constructed facilities valued at 28 million dollars, and supported

100,000 combat forces in the I Corps Tactlical Zone as well as naval

forces throughout the Republic of Vietnam,

In February 1967 a new component of NAVFORV, the Riverine
Acsault Force (Task Force 117); was activated under the operational
control of COMNAVFORV, The misesion of the new force included
riverine assault operations in support of U, S, Army forces in the
Mekong Delta and the Rung Sat Special Zone,

On 27 April Rear Admiral Kenneth L, VETH, USN, relieved Rear
Admiral WARD and assumed the duties of COMNAVFORV/CHNAVADVGRP,

By the end of May the mumerical strength of U, S, Naval Forces,

Vietnam exceeded 24,000 officers and erlisted men,
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APPERDIX III
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES -
The following tabulation is a statlatical summary of the
raligious services conducted during May,

1, Religious Services:

a, Divine Servicess
(1) U.S. Naval Forces, Vietram Installations

Sunday  Weekday
Number of Services 170 136
Attendance 5,236 1,318
Communed 1,439 676

Other Military Installations

Sunday Weekday
Number of Services ol 15 b3
Attendance 2,443 262
Communed, 896 117 1,013

{3) Civilian Churches

Sunday Weekday Total
0

Number of Services 3 3
Attendance 847 0 847
Commuined 35 0 345

b, Religious services conducted by lay leaders and chaplains
other than those attached to NAVFORV:

Denomination Chaplains Lay Leaders
No, Attend, No, Attend,

Catholic _'Tj -“29 LT -8 Sh

Protesta. i 23 811 27 15¢%

Other religious servi:es in which chaplains participateds

Type of Service Attendance
Memorial (7) 7162
Burial at Sea (1) 110
Morming prayer (1k) 48
Lutheran Communion (1) 23
Church of Christ (1) 18
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