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ll'ERATIIlN SEA LullDS SUMHAhY 

During t,he month of August, Operation SEA L\llDS, combining the e.fforts 

of eler.tents of the Coastal Surveillance. !liver Patrol, and Mobile Riverine 

Porces (the latter for the J ast time since it was disestablished' on 25 Aug-

ust) in coordination with other U.S. and Vietnamese Forces, placed increased 

emphasis on interdicting enemy infiltration routes from Cambodia. At the 

~&me time these forces continued to pacify vital trans-Delta waterways and 

to harrass the enemy in his base areas. 

Several changes were made in the various caapaigns during the month, 

the first of which was on 6 August when CTG 116.1 assumed the deSignator CTG 

194.3 acd became commander of the Search Tul~ (Rach Gia) Campaign. At the 

s"",e time, CCMRIVDIV 513 vacat.ed CTU 116.1.3 and assumed 194.3.2 as did COM 

RlVDIV 55) when he aa.umed 194.3.2 from CTU 116.1.0. H&l 3 DET 8 assumed 194.3.3 

in another change. The OV-l0's previoual,. under the' operational control of SEA 

l.ORL'S ,-everted back to TF 116 although they continued to support SEA LORDS 

forces. Finally, TF 117 was disestablished on 25 August with the remaining 

Navy components being redesignated the Riverine Strike Group under Commander 

Task Group 194.7 and taking over the responsibility for tha Song Vam Co patrol 

on 28 August and for the Cho Gao Canal on the last of the month. 

<Jverall activity for the SEA LURDS clll!lpaigns illcreued aignificant17 in 

August with 585 enemy killed bT all the SEA LORDS force~ this month, August 

" ranks higher than any other previous month in teras of enemy casualties in­

flicted and ia significantly ireal~er than July when 354 enem;y weN killed (ex-

cluding Search Turn).The san. is true for hoatile fire incidents which in-

creased froll 217 in July to 253 in August. Th .. e increaaed results were not 

without. cost t.o USN and VNN forcea olS their caau&ltie. doubled froa 6 killed 

and 43 wounded in July t.o 13 killed and 90 wounded in AuSUet. 

11151 I (IlLU l 
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GIANT SLTI1GSHc1r CAMPAION 

<, ,.. 

Cperation Giant Slmgshot was initiated.'to interdict th~ enemy's infil-
.. • :_ .' _J.' ,. 

tration of ",en and supplies from the "Parrot's Beak" arcaof Cambodia into 

Vietnam. It is a combined operation involving the efforts of the three major 

:J. S. ?:avy Task Forces (until TF 117 was disestablished· on 25 August), Viet-

namese River Assault Groups, and U. S. and ARVN grourA troops. During August, 

an average of 72 PBR' s, 29 RAC' s, 3 ~1SH' s, and 49 VNU craft (for a total of 153) 

lIere committed to Giant Slingshot. 

DBspi te the i'act tb.t the number of hostile fire incidents (122 in August 

versus 118 in July) and the number of two boat patrols conducted (1752 L'1 Aug-

ust versus 1765 i.n July) were similar for the two months, casualties for both 

sides were up significantly during August. Enemy killed by l'SN and VNN units 

increased from 147 in July to 216 in August. Similarly, casualties for the 

Navy forces increased from four killed a.Tld twenty-three wounded to ten killed 

and sixty-nine wounded. 

The TA~R's for most 194.9 Task Lnits were modified at the end of July 

and "ere in effect throughout the mcnth of August. The realigr.ment waS 

made tal.<ing L"lto consideration district boundaries, Army AO's, and a.rtillery 

fang in the respectlve areas in order to provide the optimum in co?rdination 

and to eliminate any problems of mutual interference. On 28 August, cro 194.7 

(Riverine Strike Force) assumed the TAOR for the Song Vam Co between the 

cwfluance Vam Co Doog/Vam Co Tay and the J\lncture of the 'lam Co/Soi Rap 

formerly patrolled by 4 ASPS's of TE 194.9.4. The new boundaries are de-

lineated an the asset locator that follows the incident narrative and SEA 

LORDS statistics. 

3 eOI,rmmi 



The ineident narratives which f,.llow have been chosan to provide an 

overview of activity/combat operations in the Gian-t Slingshot area of op­

erat·:.i..ons: 

QI the :nomillg of 3 August, VlEl RAID 73 units pickEd up the Duc Hoa 

Dictrict Chi.ef, the AssiEtant District Chief, the Duc Hoa RF Company 362, 

and the Due !loa District CRIP p::.atoon from District Headquarters and inserted 

the'll on the west bank of the Vam Co Dong River across from H}'!p !-toa. The 

OI? platoon .'1 th the District. Chief and the Assistant Chief pat.rolled south 

inLo a r8cently vacated VC base camp located approximately two miles south­

east of Ii; 8? Hoa. ~;itll the aid of a metal detector, the CRIP platoon recovered 

a 'lel1 preserved cache containing 32 82mm mortar rounds, 12 camm mortar rounds, 

1? B-ho rockets and propellent charges, 5 cases of detooators, 2 cases of 

Chicom grenades, 1 ho Ib anti-tank mine, and 1 Chicom dish type claymore mine. 

-Jus t prior to midni~ht 00 5 August, two PBR I s of TU 19h. 9.2 were in 

,1:1 terborna g,urdpost positions ten miles northwest of Tan An (XS h59 732) 

on the V,,", Co Tay River ,men they observed movement on the beach. The 

PIH's took the area -cmder fire Hith unknown results and without receiving 

retilrn fire. The follOWing day, local intelligence sources reported that 

fO'lr VGliJ1IA Here kil2.ed in the action, one of ,mom was shot in the head 

a:1d another in the abdomen. This information correspon~ t. troop reports 

of inteotines and blood trails in the area. 

In an operatioo based on lntelligence reports of an enel11Y commo-liaison 

st::l.tion located appr'oxi'1l8tely ten milel!! soatheast of Ben Luc (XS 698 625), 

:.1. oS. iiavy SEAL' 5 !lccompanied by two VNN WHIP s were inserted on thE< west 

bmk of the VllJI'I Co Dong River about a mile east of their objsctive by LCFL 

in the everting 00 (0, Augu~t. Taking up positions around the target area, 

observed a two man armed roving patrol and 16-20 men coover sing 

4 
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in hodches. At five minutes after midnight, the SEAL's initiated ad:tm ~1 

ceased fire after 15 minutes to allow firing runs by Seawolves and Black 

Pony aircraft th2t ha.d been called in aIld were hoMing in the area:. Artil.,. 

lery Has ce.~ led in after the airstrikes for illur.tirl.ation of the site wbile a 

search '''as conducted that revealed four VC/lNJ. broies along with nU'1Ierous 

\;'000 trails, t,10 AI,-47' s, two 1(-51! pistols, rud 30 kilos of documents. There 

,.,-ere no friendly c2sualties. 

In "he early evening on 6 August, rul Army cbse,,-vation aircraft.. spotted 

VC rwmin£ along a 5"T3.11 caIlal "ff t.he west <.ank of the 'Jam Co ilong River 

tl,'O n"'les south of !liep Iloa (XT 1.:40 0112). Seawolvas or. patrol nearby were 

vertored to the area and. coordinate! with a P'i3R patrol from RIVDIV 552. A· 

: ·ep tea.'lL." dnIDush positions nearby.na the aircraft. fired into the area 

with auto:naUc weaVJns. The LRHP monitored a bur"t of AK-h7 fir·~ directed 

at the ?unships from a t"eeline 200 meters to the south and the PBR patrol 

tl>a t was stand ing by proceeded to the area end placed H-60 fire and 4amm 

frenades into the treeline. As the gur.ships departed to rearm and refuel 

~',. ::",c 'loa, the FAC obse,"ved three more VC running from the area. Artillery 

was then ~a~leti in (reaction time of 6 minutes) resulting in one VC killed 

and t.:o VC probably killed. At this time, the PBR I S received 2 or 3 rounds 

of small ar",s fire from the east bank of: the rtver and closing the bank re­

turned fire ,r!. t h 14Om:n ilIld CS grenades. One man seen running away was taken 

:rnder fire ~nd was observed as he fell into the canal by the PBR patrol 

and ~he FAC. By now, two additional patrols of PBR's t~ moved in to .. aiat, 

.:., e of which had a LRRP team embarked which wa~ inserted to search for 

bOOies. After insertion, the team heard movement and voices very near their 

positiCl1 and initiated contact with claymores and automatic weap'~'" The 

·r.nm~l 6 
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te,r'l =lced its flanks for extraction and immediately thereQftel', 

a lr;rge explosion - possibly a booby trap or laIne set off when the, t9am 

ohifted positions. ene of the PBR patrols placed fire on the tea:n's 

flanks and MOVed i" for extraction. Due to personnel casualties among the' 

L'(i1?' s, they cou!d not be immediately extr~c ted. Another patrol of boat.s 

,~oved in and "BR sailors ,jumped ashore to establish a landing zone for the 

d list off helo Hhile other crewnen administered ~'irst aid. Air evacuation 

of seriously wounded personnel "las accomplished with the now returned LHF'I' 

providing overhead cover and la.t&r placing an additional strike 0'1 the con-

tact area, 'Ipon completion of the strike, additional L&'lP's returned to 

the contact area and retrieved the field gear of the wounded in action. 

Friendly casualties amo;mted to two U, S. Army troops killed and four 

HOUll<'ed (tHO serious), Enemy casualties were ene VC killed and three VC 

probably killed, 

On 1') August, U, s, :Iavy SEAI,' s led by a Hoi Chan attempted recovery 

of two 'reported iPtelligence caches. ;,fter insertion by LSSC and PBR six 

"liles nort~"8st of Ben LUG on the east bank of the Vam Co Dong Ri"J'er 

(XS 558 f22), the SEAL's "atrolled 30e meters to the south where they 

found 70 ec~m mortar rounds in a bomb crater. After extraction, the SEAL's 

were reinserted 3',; miles down river and found the second reported cache 

site. hQ\olever, it had been emptied within the past 72 hours. 

Tn the morning on 12 August, two Seawolves of TU 194.9.8 were plaCing 

a strike for IT, S. Army SpeCial Forces at Due Hoa when they were called to 

support TU 194.?,) units in contact two miles nOrth of Hiep Hoa on the Vam 

Co Dong River (XT 415 105), The LHF'I' expended remaining amrmmitlon, re­

turned to base and reflleled, and sortied to the cmtact area to cover troop 

'1 IIflt"'H'." A" 
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in<::ertioo, receiving and supressing small arms fire in the process. Upen 

release by CTG 194.9.3, the Seawolves proceeded to assist U. S. A~ units 

four rules south",est of Duc Eoa, placing a strike on a b\U1ker complex with 

assistance from a 'JSA;" cAe. \'.'hile rearming, the Seawolves were again 

scrambled, this time to support TU 194.9.4 illlits who pad spotted 8-10 vc 

on the river ban!< of the 'lam Co Ta~' five miles west northwest of Tuyen 

;:hon ;,here they placed a strike. The two Seawolves, during the morning's 

operatia1s, expended 27,000 rounds of 7:62mm and 70 2.75" rocketa. Later in the 

day, OJ-IO's from TU 116.4.9 placed an airstrike in a wooded area 8 mil ••. weat 

of Huc Eoa (;,-S 910 915). Grotmcl unit" broke contact to allow the airstrike, 

and heliborne units ebserved the strike devastate the main enen~ positian 

which resulted in -,;; VC probabl:v killed. 

,Just af+.er mictnight on the 14th of August, TE 194.9.5.1 units censisting 

of " V:f.4 CCB and two 'JSN ATC' s were en routine patrol of the Vam Co Dong 6 

miles south"est of Tay llinh with me platom of ARVN Airborne Ready Reaction 

Troops when they were called to respend to an enemy att.9.ck <n an ARVN Airborne 

base camp. The units made &pproximately ten firing runs and provided constant 

illumination for the ':lase camp.Reeeiving return tire on all run". it _3 quicklJ' 

suppressed. The USA advisor at the base camp coordinate:', TACtla, gunship, 

and artillery str lkes in the area where an estimated -,;hree enemy batt9.1iona 

were assaulting the base. The Navy was credited with 20 out of the 73 vc 

kill'od by body count while suffor·ing no casualties. The ARVN lost 14 

killed and had 43 personnel wou.nded. In addition, the ARVN captured two 

.. 

. ' 
VC and 42 enemy weapens " J 

Four PBR's of RIVDIV 592, an routine patrol of the Vam Co Dong River 

ten milas southeast of Tay Ninh, were ambushed just before midnight on 13 

DllffIftfI A r 8 
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August receiving heavy recoiles" rifle fire. The lmits took several hits, 

suffered persormel casualties, and attempt.ed to clear to the south. Due to 

co~uJlunications d'lfficulties, the patrol officer trans fez-red to the coyer 

boat which ooon began sinking. The wounded personnel were taken off the 

cover boat, but the patrol officer lias not recovered. Listed as missing 

i.n actien, he was subsequently declared killed in action. Bronco aircraft 

"ere ca:>.led in and recei vecl heavy automatic we.'Ipens fire over the target. 

TACAIR was then requested and placed strikes. An additional PBR patrol 

Has dispatched to assist, and when they arrived c.n the scer.e, they received 

hea V'J enemy fire which resulted in one of the boats having to beach due 

to excessive flooding. :':eapons and personnel were removed from the beached 

craft Hithout sustaining casualties. Artillery l~as called in and :w troops 

were lifted to the area to provide security. Galvage operations began at 

first liCht and by that afternoon, both boats had been recovered and ryne 

waG helo-lifted to Tra Cu, and the other waB towed to Go Dau Ha. Friendly 

casu<,lties Here one USll killed and eight USN and three VlIH wOUllded. fu"''''Y 

casual ties "rere tmknown. 

h:o ?Ell', of RTVDIV 534 were Oll routine patrol of the Vam Co :Jong 

Rivp.r eight niles south south,mst of Tay Ninh (XT 2813 377) when th"y re­

cei'Jecl four !l-40 rockets !l.l1d auto:-.atic weapcns flre at 2025 on 14 August. 

l'l1e of the boats took a B-40 hit !Jhleh ruptured a fuel tank followed ~:y 

an other h l.t which ignited the fuel. Crew mambtlrs managed, to exting'1ish 

the bL3ze, but in spite of th6ir efforts, the boat sank in about five 

",Lnutec. Buth boats were able to clear the kill zen".! prior to the nink-

ing. Seawol ves J Broncos, and artillery were calle<! in on the area ,md 

alternated Dtrikes. Additional PBR' s with RF troops o~ibarked were sent 
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f'nl1r,nr"TlAl 
t 0 th~ scene to ~eC'lre tre area around the sunken craft, which was lat.er 

calv~ged and sent to Ben Iuc. ~ the action, two J~:' (one scrious) and 

one '!';: Here l,ounded. Ene:>lY casnal ties are un\mO>.'I1. 

~ll~l" "n tran!"it on the Va:" Co Don[ River 1!J ",Hes sout.hwest "f Saigon, 

one of the tl:o V~,~; A'l'C I S Ii'. th AH\~: and USA troops embarked took a direct hit 

in the l:ell cicek ;ust after midnieht on the fifteenth of Aur,llst. The boats 

!:'-e<1chOO, a.'1d thee ar:ny l:l1-L ts secured the area for dust-off helos. Later analysis 

eel ".h8 sheJ,1 fral"'"ents identified the round as a 75= :~ecoilles3 rifle round. 

lriendly cae,wl ties amcunted to six AR'll! killed and 11 ARVN and three USA 

I:o'mcle<i. T11ere '-.'ere no enemy casual ties. 

':'he i'olJ.ol·I1ns 'lornine at 0222, hlO VIm RAC and aU. S. Zippo on patrol 

"Uh 17 troops e;.lb".r'ced received several hits frOln enemy rocket and automatic 

fire 13 Plilas south of Tay liinh on the 'lam Co Dong River (x-r 342 270). 

,he units rgtllrnecl fire and cleared with the exceptioo of the 7ippo which flamed" 

'!mm tl1~ contact are" "hUe the other 'mits returned to Go Dau Ha to medevac 

t:leir casualties. Seawol ves and Broncos were called in and placed airstrik,es 

cn th~ area followed by artillery. TACAIR was requested but was unable to 

put in a strike dl1e to the low ceiling. Friendly casualties in tho actim 

Here 2 'Vim killed, two USN wot'nded (one serious), 6 VNN wounded (two serious), 

and four HF wounded (serious). Enemy casualties are unknown. 

On the .,orning of 17 August, PER I S and VNN RAC provided support for a 

troop sweep al.:me the Vam Co Dong River eight '~nes south southeast of Tay 

J inh City, the ~ its of a prsvious ambuoh. During the sweep, the troops 

fO'.lIId me B-40 launcher, five B-40 rockets, two B-40 boosters, one back 

pack and the burned and mangled remains of three VC. Heavy bloOO trails 

In the area indicated that at least three more bOOies had been dragged 

off. There was no enemy cuntact. 

CUUli&IlAL 11 



T>1o n: 1?1~.?S.1 :iAC were in waterborne guardpost positioos on the 

'lao: Co Doni! '~ive," "est ~outh"est of Tay liinh when "n ARVl, airborne base 

ca1p ne"rby (X".' 11,) ~,33) reported th.:>.t they ~;ere nnder mortar, auto~tic 

HeapOf'S, and rifJe grem1de f5.re at 0205 on 17 August. The >mits irr.mediately 

con,.-:encoo f:'.anking fire north of the camp af'd a nearby PER p&trol moved 

Lnto positi"!' '"O'lt!1 of the camp and befan flanking fire while two addition-

-,1 DJ3R patr"ls were ccrambled to ensure against an e.ne'"\Y river crossing 

atte.,pt. U.:;. Ar-ny advisors at the camp coordinated fire from afloat 

'm: ts, 3r Ullery, and Bronco aircraft. At 0410, the enemy broke contact 

and retre'lted to the >!est, how0ver, the "float units continued to provide 

1L~'r"in"tjon \mti.l daylieht .. A sweep of the battlefield at first light 

'.UIT.e<l elp LS ;·;VA bo:lies. Two V:'TN were killed and three wounded in the 

,CCCiOl' alone "ith one US" sliehtly wounded. General Henderson visited 

:>cn ;;eo after the battle and expressed his ""ell done" to TE 194.9.5,'1 

:wi (.'''-1 J' s for assistir.g the AllVll airborne in repelling the attack. 

I, debrief by I-.irborne Advisors revealed that the OV -10' s were respon-

"iole for repulsing a counter attack 1)y the VC at. about 0400. 

the 

FO-lr VC :to.C of RHD 71 acted as a blocking force for a sweep by 

., r 
). d. Any S/60th Tnfantry Ba·~talion troops of the 9th Division along 

the Va'" co Dong River 1 S Milen !"outh>1est of Saigon (XS 6)0 709). While 

in position at 1730 ')1'1 18 August, the boats observed 6 VC/NVA at the water's 

edge pretendinc to bEl dead and who attempted t.o evade &8 the boats approache1 

to inve"tignte. The units beached and took the enemy under fire killing 

thrae and wounding on,3 but were unable to fire on two of the evadees due 

to the close proximity of friendly troops. However, they were later killed 

by Army perscnnel. Upon co:npletion of the sweep, troops ashore had accounted 
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for ~6 VC killed by booy count, 6 VC prisoners, and one Hoi Chan. Friendl:r 

casualties were one USA hUed alld 6 USA wounded. Ground units also C!lP-

tured 17 A;{-h7' s, one B-ho launcher, two :;-54 pistols, and six mortar rounds. 

. Beginning at 0500 on the 20th of August, VNN RAC of RAID 70 i11serted, 

2upported, and extracted 300 troops from the 25th ARV,. Division 18 miles 

south,T8st of Saigon on the Vam Co Tay River (XS 635 624). The troops had 

liffht contact which resulted in 7 VC killed by body count and one ARViI 

\oloui1ded (!'linor). ;eive A!<-h7 's wer~ also captured in the action. 

Tn the eveninG on 21 August, two PER's of 19h.9.2 inserted a seven ~ 

na.'1g8r team frOM the 9th Division, 19 miles south south'-1est of Saigon on the 

Va:n Co ':'ay River (XS 700 580). A little over an hour later, the team made 

contact with approximately tHO squads of VC, and Seawolves were requested 

on a 2tandby basis. The team had c(,me across a large complex which was later 

found to be a VC hospital containin~ IS beds, a mess hall, and other accomodations. 

Shortly afterward, th" troops came \!mder heavy enemy fire, and Seawolves put 
, 

:'n aL'otrikes along with Broncos that had been scrambled. A second ~'even 

l1:U1 RanE!er tean was insert,~ by two more PER's and still two more PBR's 

!'loved in to provide a blocl:in;;; force. Three additional squads of Rangers 

Hgre inserted by helo folle'wed by airstrikes when one of the squads hoard 

movements en three sidet' of thetr position. There was no further action 

during the nieht} and at fi~ ~ l, light., !l sweep proved enemy casualties to be 

fO'lr VC killed by body count. Two were credited to the Arrrry and two to 

Seawolves. There wera no friendly casualties. 

Late in the morn1.ng a1 26 August, PBR' s were approached by ch.ndren 

who showed t!.em the 10catia1 of one B-40 rocket on the 'Jank of the Vam Co 

Dooe River ~2 miles southeast of Tny Ninh (XT 346 31$). Later in the 
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CmFIDEN'tIAI. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
afternoon, the units discovered three more 3-40'5 and a n~er of spider 

holes ~~ 'he sarne area, 1,hich is directly across the river from a 10catioo 

,Jhich Co Dau 11a 'mi ts use to medevac casualties. o\pparent1y, the enelllY 

lIa.s setting up to attack the boats during a dust-off. 

Act ine on LTltelligence report.s 'l1ld led by a Hoi Chan, SEAL's were in-

serteri en the Va, Co Dong 16 miles south~lest of Saigon (XS 574 776) 00 

2e A"l;ust ~.n seare!: of an enillllY cache. Among the articles recovered ;.rere: 

'25 boxes of fuze ignitors and detonators, 21 grenades, 20 batteries, 50 

electric olasting caps, 100 qrdinary blasting caps, 18 cans of 60nun pro-

oe11ant, 12 mines, five satchel charges, 1,000 rounds of 30 caliber am-

munitien. It is believed that the area was used extensively as a rear 

service supply depot for local water sapper units and that the supplies 

were possibly targeted against the boats that patrol thiu section of 

river and for use against Ben Iuc Bridge. Also on 28 August, two FBR's 

of T'] 191...9.3 inserted, supported, and extracted LRRP Team 21 00 the Yam 

Co Den!; River approximately 2 miles north of Tra Cu. Tho LRRP's initiated 

contact >:ith eight VC who were evading an A~ troop swe'3p to the northwest. 

Three '1C were killed by body count, and there were no friendly casualties. 

en the 31st of Augut.i., "R's of RIVDIV 573 were cooducting a routine 

canal incursien "hen they sighted a 55 galloo oil drum E.t thA water's edge 

seven miles east of Tuyen Nhoo just off the Yam Co Tay !liver (XS 388 774). 

The barrel contained 227 ChicO!l1 "Potato Masher' grenadell • 
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GUNT SLlNGSHOT ASSET LOCATOR CONFIDENTIAL 

TE 194.9.5.1 (RIVDIV 531) 
Tay Ninh Patrol Element 
10 PBR's 
12'RAC's 

TE 194.9.8.3 
HAL 3 DET 7 

<AYNINH 2 H 

TU 194.9.5 (RIVDIV 59:2) 

'-.. ... \ Upper Vam Co Dong Pat)~ol Unit 
(TE 194.9.7.3 - RAID '13) 
10 PBR's 
1 RAC 

~.v;;\c==,\17 VNH (until 28 August) 

eo 

.~ ... 
CAMSIODiA , 

, , 
-.:' 

.... ~.-
. ·'"--'-0; 
. , ,-~. &-

" ~~ 
TU 194.9.3 (RIVDIV 552) '. 
Middle Vam Co Dong 
Unit 
10 PBR's 

2 VNN 

t . ..I"-.... \, 
"-... --.,. i 

TV 1:14.9.6 
(RrmrV 511) 
Upper Vam Co T,"y 
Patrol Ele;oent 
10 PBR' s 

TIT 1711.9.L ~I 
(RIVDIV 153) 
l{~ddlo Vam Co THY 
P,,-trol Un H 

r~, 4 ASPB 

16 

TAN 
TE 194.7.0 
(RAID 70) 
17VNN 

COOF!DENTIAL 

TU 194.9.1 
(RIVDIV 534),< 
Lower Vam Co Dong, I~ 
Patrol Unit }; 
10 PBR's ' '; 
3 MSM's 

\-. 
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i'lang Thit-llicholai/Cho Gao Canal 

AlthouGh 191,.6.1 (ilIVDIV 535) and Til 191 •• 6.2 (nrVDIV 572) were com-

",-i_tted to H, acti'Tity i:1 the l::mr Thit-llicholai/Cho Gao Canal area of 

o;oerations (AG) Ha" relatively light throughout the month with only four 

hostile fire fights recorded. U. S. j-!avy acti vi ty Has aL'1led primarily 

at oftabli2h:'.n[ a ~]F presence on this vi tal north-scuth watenray through 

the use of routine patrols for traffic checks, night uaterborne guardposts, 

psyops, and medcaDs on order to brL'lg about firmer GVN control of the area. 

Support of U. S. Army and Vletnamese forces in the Hay of transport and 

blocking forces HaS also provided. l-Iavy SEAL's participated in a series 

of operations in r,,,sponse to intelligence on suspected VC PC'il camps in 

the area but achIeved no success in locating them. There were no US cas-

u,-,lties d=inf, the per5.od and enemy casualties "ere 19 killed (two prob-

,~ble), one l-lOunded, and fOlli' captured. Specific incident narratives for 

th lS ca,,,,pa;_gn un]. be found in the River ?atrol Force section of this 

summary. 

Border Interdiction Campaign 
Tran Hung Dao and Barrier Reef ,'Jest 

Hedeployment of two U. S. 9th Infantry Brigades, activation of new 

V:,i-) RAID's, and restructuring of TF 117 to become TG 194.7 pr.ompted a 

revie>l of lIavy assets in III and IV Corps to enhance tho inte~ictio.'l 

of infiltration from Cambodia at a time when the enemy is possibly at-

t~mpting to fortify his logistics base capability and to rebuild his 

per.sonnel ~tructure throughout the Delta. As a result, the Border In­

terdiction Campaign, an inclusive term for the Tran Hlme Dao and l\ll.rrier 

CONFIDElITIAL 17 
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~tCDf 1 . ."e::: L r>:I.:--:·1)~ it-n Has increased in rnagni tude during August until it ap-

prc3.chro the r: ~ant Sl-Lr'1.cshot Ca.:.-1paign in terms of assets committed and tempo 

.' 

~d';'Lcr. 1C the'f' r
';),' CCf ~,~ (,'ST CJc,) and RIVDIV 591 which chopped 

011 ths ':J'e" of Aur;uct fol10Hed bw days later by four 

1il,," ~.,3T. c;f Chou Dec ('.:03 401 G5.5) and assigned to 

CDt. i.'j"F:1 f:llP~)Ol~t !'cY' both horder patrol lilll.ts and Barrier- Reef lmi ts. At 

thf: .-"aJ,18 t:i.J1e, Tr{~ ~ J t,'aC-' -:'o,,:·'r~:i to the Chou Doc area to facilitate PER 

trane,!c of :,'e..r: fj-,nF'ho, (n the ccth of August, the USS SATYR (ARL 23) 

'10";(':0 frce: the CLou Doc arca to the I,onE Xuyen canal ill order to service 

()f :,\llrr1l...--L jnci Lcatc tr,;:..t the Ane-w cho:::e to avoid increased contact. Enemy 

ca"oJ .. clti.w' aot",,~ly decreaced from the 55 killed and ei.ght Houh,'ed in July 

to 3~' :'.iU8d "nd onc 1-;Q1mdod in August, USN & VNN casualties changed from 

: k j ',-~c>(1 in .Ju:'y to one 1:1.1100 and six w'1ll1ded In August. A daily incident 
•• , :, 

"arrrt tive fe,r Tran Hun;: Dao and Barrier !1eef • .'est follows: 

The fir,·t night. '11 Aucuot, four PB~' s from CTlJ 194.4.4 and 20 Special 

Force,s troops jn a waterborne ['-lardpost on the Vir.h Te Canal 16 miles north-
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east of I!a T:.en (VS 630 635) spotted se·.ren VC 100 m,,~ers north '01' their 

positirn. lire Nas initiated by the USli sniper and followed by fire from 

the "'BI1' s nI,d SF troops prior to a sweep of the area. During the sweep,. 

a Hounded VC thre~l a grenade Hhich injured the US)i sniper and two SF troops, 

and whUe tryinr: to assist the injured, a Vim "as killed and a USH ,lOundmi 

by a second enerlY grenade. After al1 enemy fire was supressed, Seawolves 

out of Vinh Gia Cledevaced all ~lOunded personnel to Chau Doc. Arrr(! gunships 

<iJld ;')avy Sea"lOlves placed rocket and machL'le gun strikes into the contact 

area, and a sHeep at first light revealed two VC bedies bringin!,: the total 

enemy casualties to four VC killed a.'1d three VC probably killed. In additioE, 

tHO A',:-L 7' c. Here captured il. the action. 

At just after midnight on 5 August, four v}1N junks in Haterborne guard­

post nine railes northeast of Ha Tien (':5 530 597) reported receiving B-40 

anei automatic Heapons fire from the south batIk of the Hach Giang Th",,;:. T:1e 

v~;:: 0fficer in Charge ordered the junks to open fire,and this return Ere 

landed in close r~'oximi ty to another Haterborne guardpost ",anned by tHO 

')'3:·1 ?CF's and 20 PI' troops who ,mre one mile to the south around a bend in 

the ri Vel'. The PCF' s retu.-ned fire and cleared to the south. The si tual:.:.on 

was quickly resolved Hithout friendly casua:.ties. A t'eaction team swept the 

area of initial enemy contact vith negative results. 

late at night on the 15th of A'lgust, five Coae,tal Group :'2 junks and 20 

SF troops sighted 30 VC moving tOW'ard their position on the north bank of the 

Vinh Te Canal 19 miles north Last of Ha Tien ('IS 710 620). 'fhe SF troops took 

+,he enemy under fire and >Jere supported by the VNN junks. Hegative return 

fire Has received, and there Here no friendly casualties. Enell\Y casualtiefJ 

are unknown. 

CHlftOffl' At 



Cn < i ,\tlgtlst, b,o" PER IS :i.n l{aterborne guardpost po"it~.ons nine nti.lfJs 

nortllO st, o:~ !1a Tien on the Ra~h Siang Thanh (VS 532 583) observed one 

indi dual approaching fro:~ the 83.st late at nigpt. The units commc,ced 

_i. ;.ri~ a\t a ranee of 25 .feet. ~ciJ.l~llf, the ene:ny. A fe";·; minutes later a white 

\ 
~~iFht rd c-ic·'u'ette f':1 ()!-,- i,,:ere seen on the v:-est bank of the river vrhich 

t?xt inf;'-\Shc::l ::l:-~ the ·m \_t~; a)proached. A firing rlm HaS made on 7.he area, 
'---., 

,';o':''1J t~·;,o 8118;1.'/ F'2re ?:-n1'),J.b:.y :::illeu. fl'h8re ,,"~ere no friendly casualties. 

The follm-:ins 'cI'J.15.ng .1~Jsl, prior to dawn, VNN tmits ill v1atGrborne 

" , 
" 

reef -1. '.'sd ]_,i,LO ;:o ... ,,:c1 A?: ··b 7 f-ixe ':ro:n a!1 esti:;l2.ted 12 VC. As fire vlaS returned, 

four 01' the '.'C 1;8r3 cpot ted ,on the north bank. A slreep at first light re-

v~aled -'\':0 bloed trail.:: on the north bank and numerous footprints on the 

oo\.'.'h ba:-L":, E'1emy casualtics Fere tln'ee VC probably wounded while there 

-:~'Elre no i'riendly casualties. 

At 0115 on the 26th of A'l£ust, a CmG advisor reported the presence of 

an 8c,ti7.ated ba";talicn size \'l: fOO'ce adjacent to the Rach Giang Thanh eight 

'TIilsc ncrtheast of 'O? 'film, Tl!o I'm, I s and one PCF from TE 194.4.1.1 moved 

il'to the area to act as a blockinC force while Arrcry gunships placed strikes 

"Li1 the ,:'.Y'ea. There HaS no return fire from the area, and a sweup prodllced 

ne:'ative re,:u't,,, , Dne CJ1lG trooper Has ,lOunded slightly by helo fire. 

,~t 'J(,t5 or. 31 AUF;ust, two FER I S from the Vinh Te Canal Patrol Unit "A" 

Fere proc8cd:mf east an the canal ... hen they observed two perso.:s waving and 

heading';mmrd lhem. One Has carrying hlo A,;-47's and the other an ax. The 

tHe state<: t'",t they nesired to Chieu Hoi and that there werl3 nine more in 

C""bcxiia "'ho , .. lshed to do the same. One of the Hoi Chane asked to fire into 

the air to signal the other nine, who came to the boats after the signal was 
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[i ven . All eleven Hoi Chans .. ere disarmed, searched, and embarked for Chau ---

Doc lOlere they "ere turned over to IIILG for di_sposition. 

en the :norning of 6 August, at ~he request of the An Phu District Senicr:-

Advisor, t;:o PB,c's of TU 1?4.4.6 inserted ten PF troops and- a U. S. Army ad-

visor ten :nilce north of Chau Doc "here the Flach Co Lau branches off the Up-

per BassRc (~<T 10" 020). '~he operation Has an innnediate response to intel-' 

ligence reports that t!1ree VC had just MOVed into a small village a.t the 10-

cation. As 8_ result, tuoVC (one male, olle fe=le) ~Iere captured, and one 

VC suspect >las detained. There ,Iere 110 friendly casualties. 

Late c.t nie;ht on 9 August, tl-10 TE 1?4.4.8.1 Sea"olves using night ob-

servation devices sighted hiD enemy sampans on the Rach So Ha just east of 

the Upper '':eleong, 18 miles northeast of Chati Doc (1'lS 400 9S8). The five 

VC cpotted on this knmm enemy infiltration route "ere probably killed .. hen 

taken lIDder fire by the helos. 

Just after midni.ght on the 17th of August, PBR' s reacting to intelligence 

provided .by Vietna.'1lese authorities 'Iere in uaterborne guardpost positions nine 

and one half :niles east of An Long (l-iS 566 803). Cbserv-ing tt,.,) approach of 
-:;' 

t,JO ene:ny S'Mpans, the PER's called in Seawolves and together they opened fire 

on the eneqf craft lcillinr; four VC. The following day during a s'leep of the 

area by ~~F troops, t"o va Here captured. There were no friendly casualties. 

. ~ . 
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CONFIDENTIAL,' 

After a C'on:::-;_d.8r.:lb~-e perioi 0: r·~:~_t:l Ie inacti"vi.ty, the area around the 

',-:.or:. (~';':: :crx-:tc::' tl~.·r h,j_lc,n~ [!~ld to :interdict. the. eno17l.Y's moverrent into the 

offshore day and 

11'1::- r::;-;C!J again become an interd ~_ction barrier, 

';h'3 :-'T?-t siGliiftc;:]?"!.":·, ;Ie c. i(11"; ci' the T:'\Qnth occurred on b August tfhen two 

"'a"'U",'8- fro," CT:j i "u.3.3 ~ccQ"nte~ for five 'JC killed and one armed 1IC 

··1.n~' r1 p '::trc.:1'3d 8T they t.o r ;}: -thE: ,1 1J.!:>:: unrler fire one Mile off the beach 17 
• . · J 

,':1cc' Fect, northwest of Mel! Gi,rl (VS ','50160;. At the termination of the 

• · t~ • fl. i (h~., ::":;0 ~::nall arms hits Here discovered in one of the aircraft. 

,"lct after dark on the fallaHing evening, three CTU 194.3.2 PER's Here 

,n VU[lT'fl!,l'Jst positions on tile Yam Ray Canal Hhich leads fror~ the Gulf of 

1haj ::'and to t;le Ha Tien-Rach GLa Canal, 27 rn.Ues north"lest of Rach Gia 

(V8 796 327), ~lhen two sarnr,>ans Here sighted. 1,'hen hailed, the two sampans 
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opcned fire "hich Has then suppressed by PER's. As they broke their 

posts to inspect the s~~ans, the ?BR's received and suppress~ fire from 

the south banle and then cleared to the north ~ Hter airstrikes' byB~oncos, 

Shadol1 and Spooky a),rcraft, and a troop Sl,eep, the results of the actiOn 

uere Eve iiVA/VC IdEed, tuo Ai:-u 7' s, one rifle grenade, one mine, and 

2,000 rounds of Ai,:-47 ammunition captured. There ~Iere no friendly casu-

alties. 

In the 1O,;me [Ceneral area on the Sot I'fot Canal (VS 797 355) during the 

early :nol"")ing hours on (} August, three sampans were sighted and taken under 

Ere by CTU is')~.3.2 '-'BR's. Under continuous illumination provided by Sha-

dOH "ircraft, the ?Ell cre1-nnen in<lpected the sunken 3ampans that :lad ~one down 

in shallow Hater. ~,;elve 107m'1l rockets and fmles ~rere recovered along with 

four r;renades and a larr:" i'ledical kit. In all!, three VC were killed, and 

three more >lere probably ktlL.>d "hile friendly forces suffered no casualties 

One 'er.ale I{aS detained uho "as suspected of be:ing a scout for a large enemy 

ur..i.t. She HaS turned over to the Fourth Coastal 20:1e Intelligence Officer 

fur interrogation. 

Back on the V~'1l Ray Canal (VS 773296) at ju~,t after midnight the fol-

10>ling day, tHO PER's of CTU 194.3 observed a sampan with three personnel 

approaching their position. 'Ywo of the occupants were holding w~apons while 

the third was paddling. At a r~nge of twenty feet, the PER's took the enemy 

under fire, and all of thQ enemy personnel were observed to fall into the 

water where their bodies were swept aWaJ by the fast current. The bodies 

~;ere not recoverrA, but it is highly probable that all three VC ller", killed. 

During the night on 12 August, the ATSB and the RF compound ne,arby at 

:<ien Son recei vp,d a total of nine row.ds of 75 nun recoilless rifle fire. 

III#tfiIJUL 23 

< 
" 



:\:ter the i.nHial fom' rounds, all units, induding t:19 CCB which acts as 

th~ cperat:i...on center, oli.s:::er:3zd elone: tho 'canals in t.he area. I·HIT I S were 

scrcL.,hled. f'I.j l;ere ovcrheClri in e:'ght minutes for st,ril:es on i'Jui Soc S.on, a 

',olJo·'c.'n to 'el18 E'Outhl:est \)eliev,'i to be the origin of the hostile fire 

('.~ '. d ?60;, ;I.esu'to of the enemy shelling ,rere one RV treoper killed and 

three civ".U.ians 'Hound ad • 

The ATS13 ri.t -~ien Son "728 hit again by ene:rr:l fire along ,nth the .&7 com~ 

T:'o'mcijw;t aftor l1idnirht on the 16th of August. In addition to 10?mm rounds, 

they c.:Lco receivecl t,'0 B-l,o roc!<ets and small arms fire from northeast of the 

b.~se, SealJo'ves and Black ~ony aircraft Here scrambled and placed strikes 

:.n the area fron 1-1hich the ene~ fire \-las eminating. Some of the tmden-ray 

" 0 ., S r,"ce:L ved automatic "eapons fire from both banks of the Tri Ton Canal 

(.,s ~123 2(0) llhich they ret'.lmed and suppressed "hile other PER I S reccnned 

by f;.1'o alone the northeast bank of the Ha Tien-Rach Gi" Canal (vic vs 9..:8 

22;: ) . i,nel'lY casualties as a result of the action Here t,'0 VC killed .>hile 

fri.endJ.y c33'Jalties B.:nounted to tHO R.,.'C killed and two Hounded and one civ-

il i.an kEled, ;·ater in the ;norn;n8 at 0820 , the' ATSB Has hit again "lith 

tc:o 107'1:1 ,'o'rods follCl·,ed that nl.~ht by six B-40 rockets a'1d small arms 

fire at 2330, SeaHolvcs and Broncos ,mre called in to place strikes in 

tho area f,'OOl >lhich the attack had originated. The only casualty Has one 

:j. S. advisor wClU1ded by snaIl arms fire. 

FOUl' PER's of CTU 1~'4.3.2 ,Iere conducting BUSHWACK (combination land 

nnd "aterborne euardposts) operations with 35 Kien Son RF troops on -the 

nifht of 18 August when they sighted two sampans on the Ul7nh Qu11lh Canal, 

19 miles north,Test of Rach Gia (VS C62 240). The sampans, with three 

passengers each, ;rere taken under fire killing three VC while t.he others 
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evaded upstream. Se.n·;olves were scrambJ ed and placed a strike in the area 

and departed. 3everal hours later, the units started receivUlg incoming 

.. "lortar f;.re and support WaS agait! requested. Seawolves, Spooky .• and Delta 

Tia1":' aircraft placed strikes into the suspected enemy positions. A troop 

SHGep Has c","d..;~ted at first light with negati,ve results. Items recovered 

fre,., the captured saMpan included 25 homemade grenade"" two rifles, a mete.l 

conta i:ler of explosives, three back f,acks, and Gome docwnents. 

Tn the early evening on the 23rd of August, during a single shi.!) visual 

recon by a Seauolf from GTU 194.3.3, several sampans were sighted beneath a 

tree. and 1'.J blue-uniforl'led men were seen running from the area located 20 

miles north.,est of Rach Gia (VS [)75 293). A second Seawolf was scramtled, 

clearance ,'as obtejned to place a strike in the are~, and the results .. ere 

h;o 'Ie reilled, nine probably killed, two sampans sun!c, and three sampans 

da':1aEed. A short wh! Ie later, Hhile providing overhead cover for PBR' s 

four 'niles to the southeast.' the Sea;101ves spotted some bunkers, a lean-to 

nrea, 2nd several. enemy scurrying for cover. A second strike was placed 

"hich resulted in five probable kills. 

hte at night on the 29th of August, two PEIl' s of 'I'U 194.3.2 were in 

f;uardpost positions on the Iia Tien-Rach Gia Canal 13 miles northwest of 

~ach GiB. (VS 973 226) "hen they observed 12 VG approaching. from the north-

east. 111en they had closed to 150 meters, they were taken· under fire by the 

' .. PBll's '.'ho received return f.Lre not only from the approaching element but also 

from a security element located 150 meters to the southeast. Supp.easing the 

ene:ny fire, the PER's called in Seawolves, and the patrol officer directed 

the strike into the target area. At this time, the GCB from Kien Son arrived 

on the scen~ and reconned the area by fire. A troop sweep of the area revealed 



four \IC ;:iHed and Ill'ovided thC'l capture of one rifle 2rid assort'ed personal 

docu:~ent~. ';'1:0 IT . .':;.' :;avy sailor" 1-:ere Hounded in the act;,on from 11 double 

lo!td oxplosi on of :~n : :-60 :;::,.ch~.nF.! ElUl ,anci one· vTaS l70Ullded as ;9.. result of a 

"_1:.' Ereml(l8 :, auncl1er ,',e". ,':;'J.1 the Hounded "ere treated on board and re-

tu.rned to ,lut.y. 
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LOCATOR \.... TAY NINH 

·Vinh Te Canal Patrol Units CAMBODIA '.", lVIHm. Wb,I'J .. 
TU 194.4.3 (RIVDIV 514), 10 ?Bll' '.lrf . 
Til Ph.h.!; (mvDIV 551), 10 PBH' DAU HA 
TIT 194.[:.2 (RAID 72) 16 J.AC '("7~~~~o~ Dpper ;'lel,one: Barrier Patrol Unit: 
TIT 1:'4.4.8 (HAl 3, DEl' ;; - 2lt . "J~''''~~ ,..TU 1.2L; .. lL.:Z.{lil'{DIV 512) - 10 ?B}.!s· 

• . I Upper :Iekone: Support Unit • 
"'TU 19h.h.9 USS.JrwTERnCN COID;J' (1ST 

TU 194.4.8.1 HAL 3.Jlli'£ 3.:..21L 838) 
Barrier Reef Fest Patrol Unit 

~::!rJ~AN LONG TU 19i+-:1;:;; (::IVnJ;Y.515) - 10 

~HIIEP HOA 

.---••• ~'T' 
.. ~("" ___ ~I.~mlJ~m.wIV;~.J1l.:1l3~, DET B, 8 IISD. lYl.~1t r ' 5 (HAI, 3, DET 5 - ~,Yl1BR,,20ll 

<i on /-,aJll21.L Patrcl 
194.4.6 

591) 9 
20) 

Ha Tien ~OJrue,r Patrol Unit 
TU 19L,.L,.1 
16 ,Junl,s, 10 

~ T1] 194.3.1, 
USS HAI1:IETT CC:JlITY 

Ttl 1)11.3.3 
T!AI, 3, D'G'}I 0 - 2H 

~~;'i<<. 
\,s;~ 

IS, 9 PC? IS, 1 HON 

j',:inh Son ?ntrol 
TU 19),.3.2 (~~,,,;,~--

10PDJ,'s 

1 ) 

~Rj~C~ SOl lk'1ch G-j.a. Patrol Unit 
I'll 1 ~J .3.1 ("'VDW 513) 
10 ::om: 
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MARKET TIME Raider operations con3isting of two or more PCF'. 

and supported by helicopters, OV-l0, and OV-6A aircraft and U.S. 

Coast Guard \-IPB' .. continued to strike heavily at enemy base are. ' 

along the rivers and canals of the III and IV Corp areas during 

August.. The Third and Fourth Coastal Zone & .. ider. conducted almost 

90 separat e missions in support of Operations SEA LORD3 'lnd SEll 

FLOAT, The Swift boats in addition to conducting H and I fire, and 

responding to requests for urgent gunfire support and manning of 

waterborne guardposta, inserted, extracted, and supported ground 

forces consisting of Underwater Demc)lition TeAlU, Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal Team .. , SEALS, PRU's, RF/PF' troop.. and ARVN soldiera. 

Enem,y initiated hostile f1re in.oid.ents increased again over Jul:r 

w1th 43 incidents reported. There were 'eight USN and one VNN 

Swift boats and three aircraft damaged in the firefight.. Friendl;r 

casualties were one U.S. sailor and one Vietnamese sailor killed and 

eleven U.S. and four Vietnamese sailor .. wounded. 

Enem,y personnel losses b:r combined allied forces increased over 

,illly with 93 Viet Cong kllled (70 boc17 count and 23 probable), lIeYen 

wo,mded, and eleven captured. Enem,y material loeses al.o increa.ed 

over the previous .onth wHh 214 watercraft and 445 structures d",,,-

tro:red, 17 craft and 261 ~tr~ctures heavil;r damaged and two craft 

captured. 

Although the"e operation. continued to aohieve maximua damage 

in secret zonee and en~ base areas, the priaar,r .. phasl. COD-

tinued to center on the pacification of the Ca Mau Peninsula under 

Operation SEA FLOAT/ THAN HUNG DAO III. 
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~T TIME Raiders, consisting of PCF's 32, 98, and 100 on the 

morning of 6 AUgust took targets of opportunity under fire nlong 

the banks of the Rach Sau (X,S 733028), Rach Bang Cung (Xli 7605'62) 

and Rach Eo Lei (Xli 729880) :Ln the al'e.il about 17 miles east of Phu 

Vinh in Vinh Binh Province. The target s had sector alearanc .. il.Ild 

visual recon was provided by the IV (hrp Na.val Gu..nrire LiaiSOD 

Officer (NGLO). The Swift bo.ats scored heavily l:S they destroyed 

41 structure.! and 14 watercraft while 'hllAvily damaging 20 !ltructurea 

and 28 bunkers. There were ne' friendly casualties and enemy 

casualties are unknown. 

On the morning of 8 August, five PCl"s and f·our PHR's con­

ducted area prep fire on He'n W,o Lio bland abouf~ 11 "dles south­

east of Go Cong (XS 9630) prior- to the insertion of airborne troups. 

During the prep fire several so.oondary explo"ions were observed. The 

PRU troops '18""" inserted at 0930 and immediately cams in contact 

with the eneay. Throughout the day and night the Sw'lft boats 

provided H and I fire and blocking force and received int.rudttent, 

A/W fire. At 2230 OV-10 aircraf1; arrived il'l \;he op area .. nd the 

PCF' • p'l"ovided targets and :llluudnation. The ~,wift boats and PBR I S 

were d,,'"ached the morning of 9 August following a prep of the area 

for another troop insertion. PCF 103 rsc:eived S/A fire hitll 

causing onl',. minor d .... ag. and slightly wounding a U.S. sailor. 

The IRFT and PRU troop. killed !i5 Viet Gong ,.nd captured nuaflroua 

.... apon., ,,_un! tion , and docWllltnt •• 
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On the morning of 7 August PC?'" 32, 59, and 102 entered the 

Song Lang Nuoe, Rach Sau, Song Ba Dong and Rach Can Ban in Vinh 

Binh P'~vince taking targets of op~~rtunity under fire about 25 

miles southeaot of Phu Vinh (XR 7372). The probe of the canals 

was unopposed and target s consisted of sampans, bunkers, trench lines 

and small villages. The operation netted 15 water Iraft ,and two 

structures destroyed, ten bunkers, two structures damaged and 70 ft 

of trench line caved in. 

In the early morning hours of lS August, PCF's 37 and 100 

with 20 PRU's from Huang My moved in for insertion about six miles 

nerth af Phu Vinh (XS 470082). Whil. the PIW's sw.pt their objective 

area the Swift boat .. provided cav .. r. Although there wa. no gun 

dllJn&ge assessment reported for the PCF's the PRU's killed 10 Viet Cong 

and captured one VC with several documents. There were no friendly 

casualties. 

":,e PT MARONE (USCG WPB) and PT PAHTlUDGE (USCG WPB) supported 

by OV-l0 aircraft, took targets of opportunity under fire along the 

Song Ganh Hao about 35 miles northeast of the SEA FLOAT MASTB (WQ 

464960) on the morning of 29 August. firing at a range of 10-1500 

yards, the WPB's and OV-l0's achieved ~I. reault". The Bronco 

airstrikes rest,lted in four structur .. and eight sa.pans 1e"troyed, 

three structure. damaged and one larg~ ,,~condar.r explo"ioa. The WPB's 

destroyed 61 saapan., rive structur .. and heavi17 daaaged 60 

structures. One Coaet Guards.an was slight17 wo~ded by a weapon mal­

tunction while enemr casualties are unknown. 

31 COlFA61IIA L 



C!lJ.frirDfrJilTl'tr filled in) 

OPERATICN SEA LORDS STATISTICAL SUNHARY BY CANPAIGN (By USIJ Fe VNN Forces) 
, . ATK;UST. 1969 

&lemy casualties: 
a. Killed 
b. Wounded 
c. Captured 

G lA ," :;LINGSHOT 

11 BBC & 98 EST 
1 

12 
USN & VNN ~asualties: 

w 

'" 

a. Killed 
b. Wounded 
c. Captured 
d. Missing 

2USN 
46USN 

En~ material losses: 
a. Destroyed 

P" 8VNN 
"23 VNN 
o 

1 UStl 

(1) Junks & sa!lIpans : 20 
(2) Structures :24 

b. Captured 
(1) Junks & sampans 
(2) Weapms 

2 
:24 

2500 (3) AIIImlniticn 
(rounds) 

(Ii) Rice (tons) 
c. Damaged 

o 

(1) Junks & sampans 5 
" (2) Structures 

USN & VNN material losses: 
o 

a. Destroyed 
(1) Surflice crai't 1 fuN 
(2) Aircraft 0 

b. Damaged 
(1) Surface craft 8 USN « 8 VNli 
(2) }~rcraft 0 

Hostile fire incidents: 108 

. . '. 

BARRIER REEF 

4 Be R, 25 EST 
0 
2 

0 
0 
0 
0 

4 
0 

0 
3 

1000 

.08 

1 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
3 

TRAN HUNG DAD 

12 Be " 11 EST 
1 
0 

1 VNN 
5 USN ''!: 1 VNN 

0 
0 

3 
5 

0 
0 

-0 

0 

5 
1 

C 
0 

0 
0 

25 

SEARCH TURN 

35EC & 25EST 
o 
5 

o 
3 USN & 2 "ifNI' 

o 
o 

. "5 .-' 
69 

6 
12 

100 

0 

:46 
:69 

0 
0 

1 USN 
0 
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MARKEr TIME HA}lG THIT/ 
RAIDERS NICOLAI! 

dlro GAO " 
31 BC & 19E5"r nBC~. 2& 

7 I 

11 4 

lUSN ~, 1 Villi 0 
11 USN ." 4 \iNN 0 

o (J 

o 0 

214 
445 

2 
10 

4500 

1". ? 

17 
26i 

I 0 
I 0 

8 USN g, 1 

" ,3 
43_ 

VNN 

7 
3 

6 
o 
o 

5 
4 

o 
o 

o 
o 
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CON fCf:lJt>I'HIL When filled i!1) 

Ci'ERATION SEA L STATISTICAL StooWrl BY CAMPAIGN 
Combined result. all friend! forces involved 

AUGUS'l' 1969 

GU ',. SLlllGSHOT BAF.RIER REEF TRAN HUIG DAO SEARCH TURN 

Ene~ casualtiec: , 

a. Killed 258 Be 105 EST, 4BC 25 EST 12 OC 15 &ST 43 OC 31 EST 
b. Wounded 9 0 , 0 , 
c. Captured 29 4 0 5 

Frien~ casualties: 
a. Killed 46 0 1 5 
b. WCllnded 204 0 8 14 
c. Captured 0 0 0 0 
d. Missing 4 0 0 0 

Ene~ material losses: 
a. Destroyed 

(1) Junks & sampans n 4 3 55 
(2) Structures 91 0 5 69 

b. Captured 
(1) Junks & sampans 2 0 0 7 
(2) Weapcns :110 3 13 16 
(J) Amnuni tion 6090 1000 0 300 

(rounds) 
(~) Rice (tons) .02 .08 0 0 

c. Damaged 
/.6 (1) Junks & sampans 5 1 5 

(2) Structures 1 0 1 ~9 
U~I material losses: 

a. Destroyed 
(I) Surface craft 1 0 0 0 
(2) Aircraft f) 0 0 0 

b. Damaged 
16 0 0 1 (I) Surface craft 

(2) Aircraft 0 0 0 0 
;,octile fire incidents: 122 3 26 !<1 

" 

MARKET TIME IWIG THl.'t/ 
RAIDERS ~~~ 

-- O'dO 
70,BC 23 ES't32BC' 2Iiit. ' 

9 2 
15 'I' 
2 2 
35 7 
0 0 
0 0 

257 7 
737 3 

2 6 
17 98 
5000 50 

2.4 0 

17 5 
261 4 

0 0 
0 0 

9 0 
4 0 
57 4 
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE SUMMARY 

Routine operations continued for Y~rket Time and Stable Door 

forces duri.lg August, The weather was generally good and did not effe'ct 

surveillance operations during the month. J.8rket Time units retained 

p.:i1.rol responaibility in tIle Game, ilarden area of operation for the 

lo'.er Bassac aud Co Chien Ri'.rers during the entire month, detecting 

over 5,000 .m.t8rcraft, inspecting 2,322 and boarding another 2,233. 

There were foul' creft detained and 15 persons detained while seven 

cre,ft svaded. Task Force 115 surveillance units deteo"ted l42,484 oraft 

ill their patrol areaS along the coast and in the harbors of thlS 

Republic of Vietnam. A total of 47,936 were inspeoted and another 

24,381 were boarded. As a result of these checks, 280 craft l1!ld l,n4 

persons were detained for violation of restricted areas, possession of 

cont.raband, imp~'oper personal or craft papers, and other suspicious 

activities. There were also 59 Viet Cong suspeots detained. 

EnOIT,y initi-".ted activity r"l1l!l.!.ned at a relatively low level during 

August, the satle as the previous month. Althoagb there were intelligence 

reports citing several significant dntes for possible enemy offensive 

act::'on there ..rere no maj or engagements. There was a marked impJ'l:)ve-

mflnt in enemy weaponry and m.ou-kmanship as 75Dm reooille'ss r1l'les were 

used against. Sea Tiger forces in the First Coastal Zone and heavy 

concentrations of claymores and RPG were used against the y.sF and 

"Swift" boa.ts in the Sea Float area. of operat.ions. The en..., was hard 

to find and his general tactics were to cause all IllUQh cm.ge a8 possible 
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.. ith the least expenditure of personnel. The general indicat.ions at 

month's end .. ere that the VC/NVA are moving out of the III Corps 

Tactical Zone and into the IV Corps Tactical Zone. There .. ere no 

kr,c,'J.'l infiltration attempts of men or supplies by sea during the month. 

Task Force 115 units continued to provide naval gunfire and 

blocking patrols in support of friendly ground operations along the coast 

and in the rivers and canals. Duri:1g August one Navyman, tvo USt::G nen 

and one 'fllN were killed and 14 U.S. sailors, three USCG's, tvo VNN's, 

11 l·;":F's and on6 U.S •. 'Joldier .. ounded in combined operations. Enemy 

losseo .. ere 107 confirmed killed, the highest tot,,-l to date, 42 probably 

killed, a .. cnmde<i and nine captured. 

On 5 August, CDR Paul A. Yost, USCG, relieved CDR Paul P Connolly, 

USN, aB Third Coastal Zone Advisor and CTC 115.3. 
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',' r;UN lJD dl f]'AIA: 
CONFIDENTIAl' 

OPEHATION HAP.KET TIME 

During August there \Jere 611. naval gunfire support, SEA LOIIDS, 

SEA FLO~T and S&~ TIGER missions conducted, approximately 10J less 

than 1]1 JuJ.y. Gun dalll9.ge assesSlDent on these missions was 38.3 

percent, up from 31.5 percent for July and comparable to the high of 

42.3 peroent in May 1969, with the following results being attained: 

149 Viet Gong killed (107 body count, 42 probable). 

21 Viet Gong wounded. 

9 Viet Cong captured. 

228 Junks/Sampans destroyed. 

732 Structures/bunkers destroyed. 

20 Junk8jSaInp8ns datne.ged. 

423 Structures/b=l<:el's damaged. 

There \JGre 15 incidents of evading craft and personnel 

reported and taken under fire resulting in 18 watercraft destroyed 
/ 

and 13 VG killed (9 body count, 4 probable), one VC \Jounded and t\lO 

VG captured. 

SurveiDnnce operations resulted in the det'3Ct1on of 76,265 water,· 

craft. Of these 40,254 \Jere inspected and another 17,974 vere boa.-ded. 

D~tect1on of steel hulled vessels in Market Time areas totalled 669 

wi th 511 being inspected and another :28 boarded and determined to be 

non-suspicious. 
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Swift boets conducting Operations SE. .. FLOAT and..3iA LORDS river 

and canal incursions (!il.rket TiJne Raiders) in the III and IV CTZ 

continued to score heavily against the enemy with 88 nr.ll.ti-:-crai't missions 

being conducted during August. In addition, when the Swit't boats in 

the IV CTZ were not engaged in SEA LORDS missions they were involved in 

tne 3M FLl1i.T/TRAN HUNG DAO III PYSOPS campaign in the lower Co. Hau 

'·'eninscla. These operations are discussed under·Muket T:lme Raiders 

in the Operation SEA LOFJ)3 SUl!llll!lry and Operation SEA FLQt"T SUIIII!"..u"'7. 

SEAL units attached to Task Force 115 continued routine operation 

during August, priI~"rily in the IV CTZ in support of Opera.tion SEA 

FLCit.T. 

Surf Una operations continuEld in August in Areas 1, 4 and 6. 

There were no significant events reported. 
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!'IllST COASTAL ZONE 

i·leather remained excellent in areas 1 and 2 or the First Coastal 

Zone during the entire month or August. There were 21,306 detect!ons 

of Yatercrart by patrol units, not including detections by Vietnamese 

Navy un! ts 3.ssiblled to the First Coastal Zone. or these craf't, 8,148 

werc insllElcted and another 6,710 were boarded. There were 42 CTart 

detained and 294 persons detained for violation of' restricted areas, 

J.:nproper personal or craft papers and curfew violations. 

First Coastal Zona patrols carried out more than 170 naval gun-

fire missions during August. or these, 90 were SEA. l'IGER missions 

or patrols with 4S reporting no gun dacage asssssment due to darkness, 

heavy foliage or no troops available to SW8Sp the area. 

A SEA. TIGE]'. mission YaS conduoted near the mouth of the Truong 

Ciang River (BT 158536) on the morning or 2 August with UDT 13, Det H, 

EOD Team 70 and Duffel Bag Team (CTE ll5.1.5.1) embarked in PCF's 15 

and 39 while the security force, RAG-32 were embarked in Coastal 

Group 14 jWlks. The operation commenced with lido gunShips prepping 

the area 3lld was followed by the insertion or the lleouritr f'oroe and 

the EOD, UDT and Duffel Bag Teams. The gro\Dld roroes swept to the 

south destroying major bunker oomplexell as lIpotted by aD 0-1 

observation aircraft. One bunk4tr \laS destro;red with two VC inside 

aftt-r they could not be oomoinoed to co_ out. A small aIIount of 

fresh rood and cooking utensils vere round snd destro7ld. The 

Duffel Bag Team implanted a sensor rield along a known VC 1JI:1ltration 
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point. Also destroyed ','ere 20 major 1:>unker complexes, one claymore 

lline'llld t.\l0 fishing nets. There ",ere no friendly casualties \lhile 

t\lO VC \lere proh~bly killed. 

On the night af 6 August PC}' 75 and PCF 79, \lhile on normal SEa. 

TIJER patrol established a night observation/=terborlle guardpost on 

the Truong GianG River about 15 miles southeast of Danang (BT 168544). 

Shortly after the l)Ost \las established four VC trying to sneak up on 

PCF 75 \lere i;a;(en under fire and probably killed. Heavy Alfl fire was 

then received and suppressed as the Swift boats exited to the north-

east. After reversing course, the PCF's Sighted six VC in uniform and 

took th.em under fire \lhila heavy enemy All and S/A fire was again 

received and quickly suppressed. The PCF's then cleared the area 

safely \Ii tb only m.ino!" r.ta terial damage. There \.Iere no friendly 

casu.qlties \lhile seven VC \.Iere killed (2 body count, 5 probable). 

PCF's 75 and 7(), EOD Team 70, UDT 13 Det H, CG-14, RAG 32 and 

helo gtmahips participated in a SEtt. TIGER mission on 7 August to 

cOuduct a S\leep of the eastern tip of Lang Dong Island and a smaller 

island to east about 14 miles south-·southeast of Danang (BT 170539/ 

BT 159537). The EOD and UDT Teams were inserted on the small island 

and they destroyed several btmkers \/ithout any enemy opposition. 

They \lore then ext~cted and rein8er~ed along with the CG-14 seourity 

force on the eastern tip of Lang Dong Island. The security force 

S\lept to the vest and provided a blook.t.ng line vhile the EOD and UDT 

Teams destroyed btmkere and various .t'1shing equlpnent. The ground 
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forces were extracted at l500H without incident. bre were no 

friendly casualties while two va were probab17 killed. The day 

operation netted 54 bunkers, two structures and nulll8rous fishing 

Heirs, traps and nets destroyed. 

Early on the morning of 20 August PCF 61 responded to a request 

from an AC-119 aircraft for a SAR operation for a reported downed 

aircraft about 33 miles southeast of Danang (BT 5848). A systematic 

search of the area and questioning of Vietnamese civilians fishing in 

the area failed to reveal any trace of the aircraft and the mission 

,.;as terminated. 

A SEA TIGER mission commenc.oo at noon on 22 August when PCFI s 

39 and 65 inserted an roD, UDT and VNN landing Teams about 16 miles 

southeast of DeMDg on lang Dong Island (BT 168542). The VNN la.oo1ni 

team swept the area while the EOD and UDT T_ oonducted beach 

reconnaiseance and fired at targets spotted u.r a helicopter gunship. 

The UDT and EOD Teams vere extracted while the Th'N Team entablished a 

night observation post. One va walked into the observation post at 

1800 and was killecl.. The team then wi tbdrev to the north and vere 

extracted. The afternoon operation resulted in 18 bul1lters, 14 structures, 

two sampan~ rind a fiShing trap destro:y.d, and one M-16 rill. and 50 

POlUlds of riol! captured. Two large fires vere igJdted and there were 

no friendly casualties. 

While on normal SEA. TIGI!:R patrol of the Truong G1anc Ri .... r on 

23 August, PCF 39 and PCF 65 took targets of opportunity UDder fiN 
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about 18 miles southeast of Danang (BT 161518). The "Svift" boats 

accounted for 20 \;atercraft and two structures destroyed and three 

bunkers danaged. There were no friendly casualties vhile enemy 

cus'ualties <.lre tmknO;ffi. 

On the morning of 27 August a SE. ... TIGEE mission was conducted 

utilizing PCF's 15 and 101, UDT l2Det !I,an EOD and, Duffel Bag Team 

and a Wei Landing ·reruu with helo gunships providing air cover. The 

V!G Landing Team \las inserted on Lang Dong Island about 16 miles 

south-southeast east of Danang (BT 143531) to establish a security 

perimeter. The EOD, UDT and Duffel Bag Teams vere thell inserted and 

destroyed bunker complexes along the shoreline vhile the Duffel Bag 

Team implanted sensors. The troops vere then extracted and reinsert~d 

about one mile to the southeast to allov Duffel Bag perscnnel to 

perform maintenance on a sensor string implanted on a previous opera-

tion. The troops vere then extracted vithout incident vhile the helo 

gunships returned to the first location and took uniformed VG under 

fire killing nine (7 body count, 2 probable). The return of close 

support aircraft to an AO shortly after the departure of friendly 

forces proved to be e lucrative tactic and vill be used in the future. 

The morning operation resulted in the destruction of 61 bunkers, 

four structures, four fishing weirs, four fishing traps, one 250-

pound bomb and numerous food supplies and utensUs. In addition, 

there were ·&wo large secondary explosions. l~ere were no friendly 

casualties. 
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On the afternoon of )0 August, the PT DLNE (USCG WPB) responded 

to a U,S, Army request for an emergency gunfire support mission on 

billL~GrS and people on the beach about 10 miles southeast of Quang 

Nga (3S 763603), The mission was cleared by the Sector Advisor 

from No Due and spotted by the Army, There \lere no friendly 

casualties while three Viet Cong were killed (body gO~t). In 

addition, 11 structures and eight watercraft were destroyed and 

two bunkers hBavily damaged. 
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SECOND COi.ST.ILL ZONE 

Good weather prevailed throughout August in the Second Coastal 

Zone 11.8 patrol units detected a total of 41,919 \/atercraf't. Of 

these, 24,649 were inspected and anotiller 6,656 were boarded while 

five craft evaded. There were 42 craft and 256 persons detained for 

lack of or faulty indentification papers, curfew or restricted zone 

violations, draft dodger, incorrect or faulty manifests and possession 

of contrlibar.d. 

There were 81 naval gunfire missions JI!lported in the Second 

Coastal Zone during August with a minimum amount of gun damage assess­

ment reported. On ~he night of 15 August, PCF 47, while on normal 

Market Time patrol, receivPd information of known va coastal transit 

routes fro'll the Tuy Phong Intelligence Orficer. The Swift boat 

proceeded to a poi.nt about five miles northeast of Tuy Phong (BN 5647), 

shut doYn its engine and established a surveillanoe position close 

to the beach. Shortly a craft was detected on radar and later captured, 

resulting in four persons being detained. One offered 2,500 piastera 

for their relessee A later report frcm the Tuy Phong Intelligence 

Orficer stated that one detainee was the Binh Ha1 District Head VC 

Recruiting Officer and the other three detainees had just been recruited. 

On the morning of 19 August, the PT HUDSON while on normal Market 

Time patrol conducted a gunfire support miedon on a fortified VC 

village about 20 miles southeast of Quang Nga (BS 8244). The miedon 
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was requested, cleared and spotted by an Army gunfire liaison officer 

in an observation aircreft. The spotter reported good coverage o£ 

the target area with the following da:::age reported: two bunkers 

destroyed and three bunkers damaged; four structures destroyed and 

eight structures heavily damaged. 

Fron 19 to 21 A 11"US t, Market Time PCF 1 S providEld gunfire support, 

illumination and acted as a blocking force in support of Korean forces 

in a combined operation. The objective of the ROK sweep waS the Viet 

Gong Secret Sase 19 located about nine m:l.les northeast of [han Rang 

(ml 9484). Although there was no gun damage assessment reported for 

the "Swift" boats, the ROK forces killed 81 Viet Gong and csptured 

45 individual weapons, seven crew served weapons, 100 hand grenades, 

four bangalore torpedoes, 38 documents and various food, Uldforms and 

small arms rumnu.'1ition. There were no friendly casualties rE'ported. 

rGF's 11, 23 ana 91 and IUwG 1 - Det 3 6kimmcr~ provided a water­

borne blocking force for the ROK Capital (Tiger) Divisicon from 23 to 

26 August j.n the vicinity of Qui Nhon (CR 06.25.). The results of the 

ROK s\Jeep were 51 VC killed and tw VC ::aptured. In addition, 26 

individual veapons, one cre\J served weapon and various documents were 

captured. The [(OK forces suffered seven killed and eight wounded. 

The operation was considered extremely succesof"ul aD battalion size 

operetions had not previously been conducted in this area. The 

blocking force was very effectiYe, preventing all esoape by sea. 
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In the afternoon of 28 August, the USCGC TANEY (WHSC 37) fired 

a ~n1fire support mission at a Viet Cong base camp and infiltration 

route about 17 miles north of Qui llhon (CR 095506). The mission 

was requested and spotted by the ROK Capital Infantry Division. The 

results of the mission were one bunker destroyed, 200 meters of 

supply route interdicted, a base camp completely destroyed, and ':wo 

large second'lry fires started. 
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A. P(.F47 - 15 AUl?'Aug.-
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TIUlID COASTAL ZO~!E 

Sl4-veillance operations in the Third Coastal Zone reflected 

an increase in indigenous coastal traffic with 6,923 detections o£ 

waterc""ft during August. Patrol effectiveness remained high -.lith 

3,473 ins?ections and 2,130 boardings of detected craft. There 

were no incidonts of evading ctaft along the coast, while 14 craft 

and U7 persons were detained. In addition, Swift boats patrolling 

the lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers detected 5,016 craft and of 

these 2,322 ,;ere inspected and 2,233 were boarded resulting in four 

cr~ft and 15 persons beinE detained. Seven craft attempted to evade 

on the Bassac Ri'rer. 

Ther.e were 180 naval gunfire support missions conducted during 

August in response to requests for naval gunfire support, targets of 

opportunity, H&I or in pre-planned river and canal i"cursions. These 

missions accounted for 42 enemy killed (30 body count, 12 pro~ble), 

six Hounded and t'NO captured. In addition, there were 137 structures 

and 61 ,-atercraft destroyed and another 248 structures and 4 craft 

heavily damaGed and 10 large secondary explosions. 

On the afternoon of 1 August, the PT V.UWNB (U.iCG .JPB) fired 

on two VC-occupied village'3 at the mouth of the Bassac River about 

45 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 435 615 and XR 440 615). The 

missions had sector clearance and were spotted by an Army observer. 

'n.e afternoon operation resulted in six structures destroyed and 
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L~ heavily da..'"'agcd with three large fires ignited. There were no 

friendly casual ties and enemy casual ties are unJmo~!Il. 

Again on 3 August, the Pr !'".ROI'J!; scored heavily on tl.'O more VC 

lumlets UGOal; :"7 niles southeast of Can Tho (lffi 442610 and lm 4396(9). 

:i.rin£ at a Tang" 01 less than 2,000 yards the ~{PB destroyed seven 

structurE'" and CiE.L'l8.(;ed 16 mOl'S and ignited three fiMn. 

PCF I E· ;,8 and ')2 and twc Coastal Group junks inserted 100 Regional 

FOl~e troops from Long fhu about )0 miles southeast of Can Tho 

(;c. 236 743) on the morning of 4 ;"Ul':ust. The 31Ni1't boats and Coastal 

Grou!" units stood by to pre vide fire suP?ort and act as a blocking 

force. Prior to completion of the operation PCF's 60 and 11 relip.ved 

PCF's -,0 and 92 on station. The RF tro"ps completed their sweep and 

were ~}',tl'"ct.ed at noon having captured 11 Viet Congo There was no 

[,'1Jl1 dc,11age assesS['ent for this operation and there ,Iere no friendly 

easunlties. 

Early on the morning of 6 August, PCF 11 picked up a Long Phu 

PHU platoorl and a Long Phu National Police platoon for a ground sweep 

of a suspected VC PO" camp located about .36 miles southeast of Cun Tho 

(;~; 356 630) on the Bassac R.iver. The troops made a covert landing 

at 0530, utilizing two junks that wera towed to the area by the S1Ni1't 

boat. Two hours later the troops were extraoted whon thay were unable 

to locate the pa~ campi however, they captured one Viet Cong and six 

guerrIllas. There were no friendly casuultiea. 

COli FlDENTIAL 



. ,.' 

r.l'~: r,'T!)!~ :11 T AT 

On 1~ ana 13 J.UL-ust the USCGe SPENCER ("lUG 36 lin two missions 

accounted for three VO killed (body cotmt), one btmker destroyed, six 

bunkers d~gcd, 20 stnlctu~es destroyed, 34 strtlctures damaged, 'four 

second3.ry fires and one VO base camp comp1et>?ly destroyed. The missions 

;!ere requested and cleared by the IV CQrps Naval Gtmfire Liaison Officer 

(HGLO) fro:-, Oan Tho and were spotted by the IV Corps spotter from Tra 

Vinh. 'The t2rgots we:'e located in the vicinity of XR 689 633 about 

25 miles southeast of Phu Vinh. 

The Fi' iii EON]:; conducted a Naval Gunfire Support mission on the 

eveninG of IS AUl~t on a Viet ConG occupied village about 46 miles 

southeast of Can Tho on the Bassac ?iver (XR 445 615). The mission 

was fired with sector clearance and no friendlies in the area. The 

:,:PB accounted for eight strtlctures damaged, five structures destroyed 

and one secondary fire. 

On the morning of 22 August, PCF 17 escorted four Coastal Group 

36 (CG 36) craft with troops embarked into a canal off the Bassac 

River about 40 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 365 615). The troops 

were inserted as part of a combined amphibious hel1borne assault while 

the Swift boat stood by for fire support. The senior advisor from 

Long Phu requested and spotted a gunfire support mission at a suspected 

VO concentration. Tha troops were extracted about noon and exited 

the canal without incident. The troops oaptured one VC and detained 

10 VC suspects. The PCF destroyed tw structures. EnfIIDJ casual ties 

are unknown; however, VC were confirmed as being in the impact area. 

There were no friendly casualties. 
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On :26 All6ust PCi!' 95 was hailed while pnssing the WCO 

?,Ai.nn~LAK Y-45 in the Bassac River about 45 mUes southeast of em 

Tho. The ship, of Philippine registry, was en route Vinh long to 

LonG Xuyen and then to USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (WT 838) at Chau Doc. 

The Philippine ship had sustained a B-40 rocket hit in the pilot 

house killing the first officer rmd a s_n and wounding the 2nd 

Officer. The "ounded man was given first aid and medevaced by 

DU"T-OFF Helo to the 29th EVF"cuation Hospital at Binh Tuy. The 

Swift boat then passed through the area of the sapper attack without 

.incident, findir:g only a populnted area. 

On the evening of 29 August, PCF 64 was called on to serve as 

a blocking force for the 14th Regiment of the 9tp ARVN Division for 

an opem tion .:tlready in progress about 25 miles southeast of Can Tho 

(XE 189 816). The Swift boat pn trolled the adjacent area and served 

as a cOmI:lunications relay station. l'he PCF did not detect any evading 

CT:lft and was not called on for fire support. The ground troops killed 

seven VC, captured two VC suspects and liberated 17 civilian prisoners. 

In addition, air support for the operation killed another seven VC. 
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OPERATiONS IN THE THIRD COASTAL ZONE 

LmEIffi: 
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SEA LORDS 

OPERATIONS IN THE THIRD COASTAL ZONE 
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OPiillATION SEA FLOAT/TRAN HUNG !lAO III 

Operation SEA FLOAT/TRAN HUNG DAO III in the st!cond t'ull JIlOnth 

of it's existence enjoyed the same success as during the mon.th ot 

July. There were over 60 SEA FLOAT missions conducted during Auguat 

utilizing from two to seven peF's and supported by a PG, SEAL, EOD, 

and UDT Teams, Seawolves, Slicks, and OV-l0 aircraft. The SEA FLOAT 

missions were designed to maximize damage to known. or !luspected 

enemy base areas, secret zone, and extortion stations. The Swift 

boats conducted day and night psyops patrols along the waterways 

.)f the SEA FLOAT operating area. In those areas inaccessable to 

the Swifts , psyops missions were carried out by airborne units, 

In add Lt.' on the peF' s inserted SEALS,EOD, UDT, and MSF troop", 

provided waterborne guardF-c,sts, blocking forces, and escort service 

for logistics craft along the Be De and eua Lon Rivers and adjacent 

canals. The six to ten Swift boats assigned to SEAFLOAT al .. o 

participated in SEALORDS missions in areas adjacent to the SEA 

FLOAT AU. In a.ddition, the Mobile Advance Tactical Support Bu., 

peF'" and the PG conducted nightly H and I fire duDing the month 

of August into known VC base camps and extortion area... (Psycho­

logical operations aspects of Seafloat are discussed in Peyops) 

On 1 August, the first MSF troops arrived at SEA FLOAT by 

C-177 helicopter. On 15 August these tronps departed and were 

replaced with 228 MSF troops including a combat recon platoon. 

The USS GAL:UP (PG 85) arrived ~A FLOAT on 18 August and assumed 

the PG duties, 

The 'vietnemese Navy on 23 August proceeded to Pt. Foxtrot 

(VQ08872C) and ~tablish~ the SEA FLOAT Annex, consisting of 
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a 'INN LSIL HQ327 , 'INN LSM(H) HQ401, KCS, 'INN POLWAli Team and 'INN reaction 

forc~. The Q~ts remained on station all day making the SEA FLOAT 

Annex an all 'IN psyops effort for the first time. 

Training for the second 1'F 115 SEA FLOAT team cOllDllenced on 

4 August and topics include two days of Duffel Bag indoctrination, 

first aid training, weapons training, SEA FLOAT mission, personal 

response, psychological warfare, PCF and SEAL operations. 

The numher of Kit Carson Scouts(KCS) aboard SEA FL~T will 

be maintained at the current level of 15 although a total of 50 

are authorized and will be available depending on the needs of 

SEA FLOAT and the status of the Old Nam Can settlement. The KCS 

have been employed in a variety of jobs slllce arriving at SEA FLOAT. 

These include: 

Intelligence: four had operated with the '1C in the SEA FLOAT AU 

and provided operatiC''lal .intelligence support. 

Reconnaisanc.: three to five had been employed on a daily 

basis to conduct periodic sweeps of the immediate area and to check 

for booby traps. 

Population/Resources Control: used at both SEA FLOAT a.ld SEA 

Flo Annex to inspect eampans and evaluate 'Ie suspects. 

Combat Patrols: Operated with SEAL's and on fivA oper~tions 

have killed eight '1C. 

Intero gAtion: ThB older and more experienced KeS have eftect­

ive17 interrogated and interv1~d POW's and detainees, 

PS70PS: KCS have circulated among visitors on an informal 

basis and partiCipated enthusiasticallT in the pS70pe program. 
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Tapes have been prenared to be played by PCF's and helos drawing 

on their knowledge of local conditions and '1C vulnerabilities in 

the region .. 

The KCS have shown themselves to be well disc1plined, aggressive 

ar:.d e~;{!/~r for cOI:tact. 

~i~",L units attached to Sr.A FLOAT (CTG 115.7) were active during 

t.he month of August. Operations included setting up ob3ervation/ 

listenlng posts, interdiction of I[C supply routes and extortion sites, 

night probes along possible I[C supply/infiltration routes, combat 

and cornoat recon patrols, locating and talting p"iooners and reB.cting to 

NlI..J'. intelligence reports on I[C activity in the SEA )LOAT AO. 

Coounander T. R.H. fu"ry, USN, relieved Coumander Paul A. Yost, 

useG as ccmmar.der of SEA FLOAT (eTG 115.7) on 1 August. 

On. J ;,ugust a COHPHlPTRArAC representative and the NAVFORV 

Base Defense Officer visited SEA FLOAT for briefings and discussion 

on the defense of the SEA FLOAT complex. 

Co;amander Task Force 115, CCNLANSHIPRON NIN~, the NAVFORV 

Communication and Ps;rops Officers visiten SEA FLOAT on 5 August 

fur briefing" and an update on SEA I'LOAT operations and problem 

areas. 

en 10 August the Deputy IV Corps Commander, ~njor General R. 

,:ctherill, U.S, Army received a brieofing and tour. 

The Vietnamese Navy Chief of Naval Operations, COlJlllodore Tran 

Van Chon Dnd party in company with the An Xuyen and Bac Lieu Sector 

advisors and assistants received briefings and tours of SEA FLC1l.T 

on 22 August. 
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Un 6 August, Harket Time units conducted a mission utilizing 

105 ).lSI-' troop" for ground sweeps west of the Rach lIai Nhap about 

four miles northeast of the SEA FLOAT MASTS (1'1Q 045693). The to-oopS 

were inserted by PCF's 35 and 96. The initial 35 troops swept to the 

north while 70 troops inserted in the Rach Cai Nbap moved west. PCF's 

31 and 45 were called in to provide gunfire support for the 35 troops 

who had made contact ,rith the enemy. "/hen the enemy fire had be<;n 

suppressed the two M~F groups joined and swept east to the Rach Cai 

r,'hap destro:iinr; a VC village containing fifty multi-room "tructures 

and adjoining bunkers. The village was devoid of people,weapons and 

documents and indications were that the entire populace had departed 

approxL~ately twelve hours earlier. The day operation resulted in 

50 structures, 50 bunkers, and eight craft destroyed. There were no 

friendly casualties. 

Based on intelligence obtained from the SEA FLOAT Naval Intelligence 

Liaison Officer (NILO) and a SEA FLOAT Kit Carson Scout, SEAL telilll Det. 

Golf departed SEA FLOAT aboard PCP 94 at 0800 on 8 August to interdict 

a VC extortionist station along the Cai Nhap Canal in An Xuyen Province. 

At 1030 the SEAL's were tranefered to a VI< junk and first proceeded 

north on the Cai Nhap Canal with negative contact. The SEAL's were 

'. 
then inserted and patrolled north toward the place where the ex-

tortionist was la"t reported and arrived at 1415 and found a hooch; 

however, it had been abandoned. At 1440 a sampan wich four occupants was 

sighted approaching the area and attempted to evade. Afte~ warning 

shots were fired two of these were killed while one eecaped into ths 

treeline. One female was r.covered from the water and detained. , ' 
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A:ter destroying the hooch the SEAL's were extracted by a Seawolf. 

¥~scellaneous documents and photos and a small amount of ammunition 

were captured and one sampan and motor de5troyed. Interrogation 

of the detainee indicated that she had worked for the VC as a message 

passer Ci.!1d that the three men ',",ere confirmed VC. 

li'n ,) ':~ugust, a S£A F10AT mission was conducted witt. seven peF's, 

lIiS c;allup (PG 85) USS Asheville(PC'- 84), EOD and UIJl' 1.3 Det. Golf, 

}lSF troops and Seawolves participating. The operation conunenced with 

the c;w-ift boats inserting the troops on the ltach l3a ThlJl (ltIc;G55680) 

<ind Rach Buone CWl,070682) about five mil"s east of SEAFL0A~' for 

S~1eep3 south. During a day of frequent conta ct peF elements were 

ambushed on five separate occasions with rockets, S/A fire and a mine 

resulting in PCF's 5, 40,and 31 receivin6 minor dam&ge. One U.S. 

seilor and three MSF troops were wounded. The ground troops later swept 

H,e ambush are.." and captured 58 booby traps, two large charges, 60 

Japanese knee mortar grenades, and three hundred rounds of awmunition. 

Ten bunkers, three stro ctures, and one barricade were de3troyed ;ind 

two '<Ie were killed. 

Gn 11 ;,uguet, PCF' s in.erled MSF troops, UDT and EOD personnel 

in the area west of the Cai Nhap Canal about six miles n0rtheast 

of ~ea Float (WQ 088710). The troope swept west to & VC village 

taking 11 detainees and firing on four escaping VC. During an aS3n~lt 

on " bunker a womAn and a child were killed. Sweeping f"rlher west 

the MSF troops detained 40 additional pereons. 

" 





Six 'IC were killed and one VC wOllnded, 13 sampans and three 

structures were destroyed and four sampans damaged during the sweepe. 

The MSF and EOn captured 750 pages of documents, one Russian bolt 

act,ion carbine, three CHICm claymore .c.:wes and three CHICCH 

grenades. At 2000 the PCF's inserted 15 MSF's on the east bank 

.,f the Cai, Nhap Canal to remain as a night observation post 

while the remainder of the troops and the detainee~ returned to SEA 

FLO.\T. The troops on the night observati'Jn P""t accour:t<ld for 

five VC killed and one ve wounded, dnd captur3d 0'1<' Russian carbine 

and three CHICJH gr"!nades, seven CHICm claymore mines and 10 

kilos ,)f documents. The documents indicated that one of the VC 

killed was a high ranting political cadre. There were no frien<i1.y 

c~3ualties in this operation. 

At noon on 13 August, twr Seawolves on a reconnaiesance flight 

s!Jotted three '1C in a bunker complex >Test of Cai r.nap Canal 

('dQ 0757)5). ','lith S6 ctor clearance air strikes w"re put in the Brea. 

Hsr troops were 8crambl"d and in~erted by PCF's and cBFtUl'ed two 

pounds of documen-,s, one CHICm grenade, and one CHIC(M cla;pnore 

mine. The Seawolves destroyed six sampans; five bunkers anrf 25 

,t. ructurea while killing two Vi et Congo There "ere no friendiy 

casualttes .. 

On the afternoon of 16 Auguet, three SEAL's and two Kit 

O::ar"on Scouts departed SEA FLOAT aboard PCF'" 52 and 62 to 

locate and take pri~onere from & Viet Cong Indoctrination Center 

and from La Cal '/C hamlet located about six mile.. northeast of 

SEA FLOAT. The SEAL'e were transferred to a sampan and travelled 

north on 
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the VC Indoctrination Ce._~er. They patrolled 700 meters to a 

heoch and searched it with negative results. Upon arriving at 

the ~outh end of 10 Cal hamlet five males were observed running 

into the treeline. In the en~uing battle, two VC were killed and 

one captured. After the fire wa~ suppressed the patrol mO~3d 

into tile treeline and destroyed two clllJloufluged saJr,pans with 

motor~ and 10 kilos of rice. The patrol then returned to the 

Cai Nhap and were extracted. Interrogation of the detainee 

indicated that he had 3erved as a VC guerrilla a.nd he proyided 

infoL"mation concerning ve pl'l.ns and meeting places which will be 

used for future operations. 

un the night of 19 Auguet, three Si>AL's and thre .. Kit 

Car~on Scouts (KCS) departed SEA FLOAT aboard two PCF's to 

conduct a 12 hour interdiction poet of a '1C supply rov.t:o 

about six miles w"st of SEA FLOAT (VQ 984664). At 2045 the tE,am 

embarked on a skimmer for insertion; hoW&ver while enroute to 

the area they heard four shots and obs~rved a large unlighted 

junk, apprOXimately the size of a PCF approaching four other 

lighted junks, It waS determined by the KCS that the large 

jur.k \.as operated by VC who were making cl,,:im.!J on the lighted 

jU.',k~. As the ve Junk pulled away with the t...-o san:pans in tow 

it was take~l under ski:ll'1er fire with LAW rockets, M-79 grenade 

launchers and M-60 machine guns. The junk returned the fire 

but this was suppreee .. d quicklr. At 2320 the team d€ported the 

area, boarded the peF's and were returned to SEA FLOAT. There 

were no frier.dly casualties while five VC were killed a.nd 3 

63 COllFIDENTIAL 



·- ( .. 

'""und-ed. One large junk was severely damaged. 

On the morning of 20 August, PCF's 56, 35, and 9 with 120 

!':3F tr'Jops er.lbarked, entered the Cai Nhap Canal and inserted 

the troops at three locations along the bank about seven mile" 

north~ast of SSh Fi,vAT (i,Q 085730), 'WQ 082748,'+'Q 081756). Two 

3wift boats exited the canal while PCF's 36 and 56 established a 

Haterborne guard post for support of the troops. The troops 

s,,,eeping west made contact and received and suppressed 60rmn mortar 

and smal.l arms fire and destroyed four bunkers, three structures 

ami numerous digging tools. The second group found several anti­

personnel mines and captured two VC suspects at a VC base camp and 

detained 28 women and children. This group also received 60mm 

mortar, small arms, and A/W fire. Troops and detainees then 

moved back to the canal and all were extracted except 20 MSF 

ambush troops "'ho t'Jok up positions along the bank. At 2045, 

the troops observed three sampans travelling north on the Rach 

Cal Nhap which stopped to pick up 3-4 persons 200 yards south 

of the H3F troop site. "'hen the boats passed the ambush sita 

they were illuminated and taken under fire at. point blank 

range; eight VC were killed and the sampans destroyed. About 

20 minute. later another srunpan with four males came to search for 

the bodies. It was also taken under fire at point blank range 

and four VC were killed. The MSF troops were then extracted and 

returned to S},;,\ FLOAT. The operation resulted in 12 VC killed 

and 30 personnel lietained. Four aampaos. three structures, and 

four bunkers were destroyed. One MSF troop was slightly wounded 
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as the only friendly casualty. . 

S~ven PCF's conducted a SEA FLOAT mission on 25 August when 

they inserted 115 MSF troops and UDT 13 Det GOLF in two groups along 

the Rach Cai Nhap about seven miles northeast; 0f SEA FL0AT (\,~85732) 

for a sweep to the west. The troops made contact "'ith the enemy 

on t\;O occasion~ and Slicks and Seawol'les ware called in for alr 

strikes. The }~P troops established a night camp which came 

under fire. Night air strikes were made by Seawolves and OV-10A's 

in the area ,",ound t.he camp. At fh"st light on the 26 of August 

the MSF broke camp and continued the sweep. The Swift boats 

er:lbarked an additional 35 Jl3F troops to establish a northern 

blocking force, but received B-40 a.:ld recoilless rifle fire from 

an ambush position on the Rach Cai Nhap. The PCF's beached and 

suppres"ed the enemy fire and then proceeded to insert the troops. 

The troops unaovered many structures, bunkers, and food cache. 

which indicat"d that the area was used as a '1C base camp. The 

troops were extracted on the afternoon of 26 August ar.·i were 

returned to SEA FLOAT. The two day operation resulted in four 

'Ie killed and eight '1C wounded. There were 48 bunkers and 39 

structures destroyed along ,~i.th 1,000 kilos of salt, 200 kilos 

of rice, several 57mm recoilless rifle rounds and one CHIC OM mine. 

There '.ere four MSF and one U.S. sailor wounded while one PCF 

l"eceived minor damAge. 

en 29 and )0 August, six PCF's with 70 MSF troops embarked, 

inserted thEllll in Kinh Ngang ( WQ Olcx,74) wit.h tho 

simultaneous insertion of 35 I-\sF troops at WQ 050 75!l by Slick 
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helicopter. The troop~ ,"ade sweeps into known 'IC base areas 

between the two insertion points, making contact with the enemy 

at 1330. At the same time, halos providing air cover and troop 

lift~ received heavy A/vi fire slightly wounding the left door 

gu'lner of the :>1ick. A short time later, Seawoll 12 also received 

heaV'.r A/'/ weapons fire seriously wounding the door gunner. At the 

same time MSF tro~ps were receiving heavy S/A, A/\VJ U1d 60mm 

mortar fire , when 0'1-10 aircraft were called in and suppressed 

the enemy fire. The Swift boat,~ extracted 35 HSF troops in 

late afternoon without incident leaving 70 troops to establish 

a night 9urveillar.ce """'p. At 2000 two VC attempting to probe 

the camp were tak .. n under fire, killing one VC. At first light 

on the 30th, the troops broke camp and continued their sweep and 

captured one man whoSl' house was protected by four claymore min ..... 

In another structure several 'Ie documents were found "-ndicating 

that the area was being held by the Viet Cong Luan-Luu Mobile 

Guerrilla Force. In the afternoon, a VC base camp was discovered 

along '.Uh an arms cache. The sweep continued to the Cai Nhap 

Canal and the troops were extracted by the PCF's without making 

any ~ontact with the enemy on the last day of the operation. The 

two day operation resulted in 32 ~tructures, 13 sampans, and 

29 bunkers de.stroyed along witl. 1,000 pounds of rice, 3100 pounds 

of .alt, and 300 pounds of new punji stakes. 

The MSF troops captured seven 12 kilo CHICCM irln.:!!!, five 

CHICCM grenedes, two K-26 grenades. 500 rounds d' small anu UIIIIO 
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and 20 pounds of VC documents. There were seven VC killed ( four 

body count, three probable) and one VC capt-ured. Friendly 

casualties were one USN, one USA and one MSF ~ounded. One Seawolf 

and one Slick were damaged. 
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HARKET TUlE UNI':lS 

Patrol aircraft detachments from five Navy patrol squadrons 

manned the Market TiJJle air barrier patrols during August. Patrol 

Sc.uadrcn ::;IX (VP-6) operated ot~t or U- Tapao, Thailand. Detachments 

frOrl VP-2, VP-'J, VP-50 and VP-17 operated from Cam Ranh Bay. 

Average number of U.S. Ships/craft on patrol during August: 

liSO ~;SC \,PB PCF 1ST PC IIliliC 

AVC 1.75 1.25 14 40 1 2 3 

Average number VNN ships/junks employed during August: 

SEA FOP-CE IUVER FORCg COASTAL FORCE 

Total 40 235 179 

U.:3. ACTIVITY 

Total Detected ~.jood - Day 32,241 Night 43,355 
76,265 

Steel - Day 457 Night 212 

Total Inspected Hood - Day 14,441 Night 24,266 
39,:::54 

Steel - Day 376 Night 171 

Total Boarded Wooel - Day 11,666 Night 7,183 
13,874 

Steel - Day 18 Night 7 

Total Detained Junks 189 Persons '176 (59 VC suspects) 

VNN ACTIVITY 

Junks Searched 80,582 Junks Detained 291 

Persons Search 264,096 PereoDe Detained 766 
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Nit. VAL GUNFIRE 

Total Missions 614 (InclInes 120 cases of hostile fire 

suppression) 

ENENY CASUALTIES 

lCf7 Killed plus 42 Probable 

21 Wounded 

9 Captured 

EHEI1Y Hil.l'ERIAL LOSSES 

228 Junks/Sampans Destroyed 

732 Structurss/Bunkers Destroyed. 

20 Junks/Sampans Damaged 

423 Structures/Bunkers Damaged 

The follwing SL::VENTH Fleet ships operated in Market TilIle during 

the month of August: 

I2A!I2 
USS CONFLICT (MSO 426) 1 - 3 

USS EXCEL (MSO 439) 4 - 6 10 - 22 

USS CROCKETT (PG 88) 20 - 23 

USS GA~T (MSO 489) 23 - 31 

USCGC SEBAGO (wmx: 42) 1 - 13 

USCGe TA!!ZY (wmx: 37) 14 - 31 

USS WOCIlPECKER (MSC 209) 22 - 24 

usa WIDGEON (MSC 208 ) 1 - 3 25 - 31 
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u",cr:-c .5PENCER (".ffiEC .36) 1 - 24 

U5S LOYALTY (~~O 457) 5 - .31 

USCGC EENDOTA Cmw 69) 1 - 6 25 - .31 

", USS ;IA::iHOE CCUllTY (LST 1165) 1 - 8 

U"CGC KM::';''l'H (.Jl-lEC 66) 8 - .31 

USS ,!INDHAJ1 COUli,)"l (LST 1170) 9 - .31 

Uei'; (,ALLUP (PG 85) 21 - .31 

PC?'::: \-lere assigned to the following Coastal Divisions on .31 August: 

Coastal Div Coastal Div 
Coastal Div Coastal Div Coastal Div FOURTEEN FIFTEEN 
ELl:.""'VEN-An Thoi T,;EL VE-Danang# THIP.TEEN-Cat 10 Cam Ranh Bay Qui Nhon 

.3 45 1.3 17 6.3 42- 11 

5 50 15 21 64 44 2.3 

9 51 20 24 87 47 49 

10 52 .39 25 95 48 67 

l2 55 61 28 98 57 74 

18 56 65 .32 102 58 89 

22 62 70 .37 10.3 68 91 

27 72 75 46 7.3 100 

.31 82 78 5.3 88 

.35 94 79 54 90 

.36 96 80 59 97 , 

.38 81 60 

" . 40 ~ 

101 

(24) (14) (19) 11) (8) 
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Total Assigned }SF - 76 

II - Six PCr" s as:JiL'!led to Chu lei Detachment 

Hon assigned peF!:::;: 

VNN PC!" Treinin(; Location 

PCI' 6 Saigon Boat School 

feF's in Cverheul 

PCF locat.ion Commenceg .§!9. EST Length 

93 Cam Nmh Bay 8Jul 69 31 Aug 69 53 days 

69 Cam Ranh Bay 22 Jul 69 15 Sep 69 56 dayn 

66 Cam Ranh Bay 13 Aug 69 2 Oct 69 50 days 

92 Cat 10 12 Aug 69 27 Sep 69 46 days 

71 Cat 10 19 Aug 69 . 18 Nov 69 90 days 

Total Non-assigned PCF - 6 

Grand Total 82 
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CCNFI1EWi'IAL 

Throughout August, the River Patrol Force counter"d pressure on 

the eneilly~n the I CTZ, Mekong Delta, along the upper Saigon River, 

and in the Rung Sat Special Zone and additionally provided major support 

to on going and some recently activated Operation 3E.< LCl10S Interdiction 

CJ.mpaigns - GIANT SLINGSHOT, Border Interdiction (consisting of Tr«n 

Hung Dao and Barrier Reef Campaigns) Search Turn (Re.ch Gia Canal), 

}hne Thit-Nicholai C&ne.l and Cho Gao Canal operations. 

During the month an average of 220 PBRls yare assignej to the 

force. Tyenty of these were assigned to the I CTZ under the OPCON 

of CTF CleaIV'lter, 20 yere assigned to TG 194.3 (Re.~h G.i.a) yhich became 

operational on 1 August yhen CTG ll6.1 assumed the designator CTG 194.3; 

a monthly average of 72 yere assigned to TG 194.9 (GIANT SLINGSHOT), 

20 yere assigned to TG ll6.3/TG 194.6 with responsibilities for the 

Central Delta Patrol and the Nang Thit-Nichole.i/Cho Gao Canal operations, 

and an average of 34 yere assigned to TG 116.9 operating in the Rung 

Sat Special Zone and along the upper Saigon River. Additionally PCFI s 

of TG ll5.3 continued to patrol tho lower Bassac tIlld Co Chien Rivers 

as replace:nents for PBR I S being utilized in the SEA LORDS Campaigns. 

The employment of Task Force lln assets inoluded the exeoution of 

the population and resources control,mis9ion which resulted in 2,660 

tyO boat petrols, 100,699 detectiorl8, 31,264 inspeotions:; and 23,415 

boardings during the month. These figures do not include the r<ilsults 

CONFIDENTIAL 



of PCF ~~trols which are reported in the Market Time Raider section 

of this sIJJru'XLry. Other PEIl activity included canal iQcursions for 

',111 tp.l"borue tmffic inspecticns, distribution of P:';YOPS me terial, 

intelligence gathering, and general f'lillili[\riza tion; daily Chain 

Dr[\g 3\Jeeps of the Long Tllu shipping channel by HSB's; support of 

:;]:;".L and PItU operations; nir,httima lJP.terborn'l guardposts; transporta-

tion of Vi8tnaCleoe -3.od other free ,;arId armed. forces and l%DCAPS and 

Psychol.oGical .. :arfare operations. 

G,une ,lard en aircraft at the end of the month mnnbered 30 helicopters 

"na 13 OV-lO's assigned as follo ..... s: Detachment ONE (t,,,Jo helos) aboard 

the uS:; WINDHil,H COUNTY (1ST 1170) supporting n' 115 forces in operation 

,iE!\ nOAT/'lilAN HUNG DAD III in the lower Cau Mau Peninsula, Det.achment 

1\10 (four helus) at Nha Be, Detach.'1lont rn::"EE (two helos) aboartl the USS 

HUNTERllOIl COUNTY (WT 838) on the upper l-!ekong River southeast oi "l'an 

ehau, DetachmeI't FOUR (wo helos) at BAn Luc on t;le Vam Co Dong River, 

Detachment FIVE (two holos) aboam the YRBM-16 on the upper BR.ssac River 

southea~t of Chau Doc, Detachment SIX (two helos) aboard the USS 

,nNNINGS COUNTY (LST 8L,.6) er.route ',0 t!J.e Gulf of Thai~d, Deta~hment 

SJiVEN ('0110 helos) 8 t Tay Ninh on the uI'l't!r Vam Co Done River, .uetach-

nwnt EIGHT (two helos) aLoord the USS HARNE'M' COUNTY (LST 821) in the 

Gttlf of Thailand we at of Raeh Gia, and a mainte~oe pool of 12 helos 

at Binh Tl;uy. The 13 OV-lOA airoraft are based at VNAF, Binh Tbuy 

as detaohment A (5 planes), ~';d at Vung Tau as detaohment B (5 planes). 

A mintenanoe pool of three aircraft exists at B~ Thli.v. These air-
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craft accounted for)ver 890 flight hours in combat missions in 

addition to normal surveillance patrols. A breakdo\m of these hours 

fo11o\<s (Game 'darden/SEA LO?JJS): 

L11-lB / OV-lOA 

FREPLU:m:D STRIKES 12/140 5/0 

REACTION 3TnIKSS 13/108 43/0 

TA RG;,,'TS OF OPi'ORTu1TITY 66/112 147/0 

SUPPCRT HI33ION3 41/151 56/0 

Note: Al though no SEA LOHDS missions are listed to OV-lOA' s they 

nonetheless did support SEA LORDS operations while under the OPCON 

of CIT 116; some of the missions listed for UH-lB's in su.pport of 

SEA LOt DS are also in support of Game Warden operations, this disparity 

arises as a result of the split responsibiHty of TG 116.3/TG 194.6. 

The Rung Sat Special Zone continued to receive speoial attention. 

In < ddition to joint operations conducted with Vietnamese forces, two 

named joint operations were conducted with cther free world forces. 

The first of these, Ope~tion Friendship I (2-4 August) involved 

TG 116.9 support of Royal Thai A.rmy volunteer force troops in the 

southern Rhon Trach District of Bien Roa Province. Navy support 

cor..si'1ted of PBR/ASPB blocking forc~ll, \(sterborne guardposts, and 

11.ft oi' Thai troops; SElL reoonnaiBseJl'Je and guardpost; and Seawol.r 

patrols/'ltrikes. The second operation, ~'eration Platypus (10-14 

A.'lgUSt) founti TO 116.9 forces supporting ;m1+'8 of the 1st Armored 

Reg1ll:t'llt, of thll let Australian Task Force (l.TF) in \(estern Phouc 
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1\1~' Province. ;;;""L I s Hi th FrlU Scouts set f,'W.rdposts and conducted 

TeCon missions and PEnls/ASPB's conducted traffic checks, canal 

incursions, and provided waterb(,rne blocking forces. Both of these 

operations were aimed a t cutting enemy commo liD.ison routes int.o 

the :1_'-1118 Sat S::'Gcial Zone. 

On 11 August, RIVDIV 574 \·/as turned over to the VietnaIilese Navy 

at lfua Be, marking the first ACTOV Program turnover of ~ PBR Division. 

G'n the s('..':1e day RIVDiV 571 moved its area of operation from Nha Be 

t.o Fau Cuonr; on the upper Saigon River thereby doubling the number of 

PBc: Divisions operating in thnt area. 

Gpme Warden PER. UH-lB. And OV-1OA Operations 

On the evening of 1 Aueust, Army units called for. an air strike 

on a bllllker and four people in a sampan next to the bunker about 15 

m:i.les south of Vinh Long (x:> 131 179). Bronco I s of TU 116.4.8 were 

diverted from their patrol to place the strikes. Army observers 

credited the strikes with four VC killed, two houses destroyed and 

ono bunker damaged. There were no U.S. casualties. 

Two PER' s of TE 116.9.1.3 inserted a six man U.S, Army t.eaJ1l 12!t 

miles northwest of Phu Cuong (XT 645 315) on the night of 2 August 

a.nd t.hen assumed wterborne guardpoat positions nearby. At 2045 the 

soldiers engaged a four man VC point element of an enemy platoon 

(35-50 VC). The main enemy un! t returned automatic and B-40/41 rooket 

fire resulting in three U.S. soldiers killed and the other three 
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','owlded. The troOr)S then re"uested imncdiate emergency extraction 

and assistance. 1"ne FJ;{ls returned and suppressed the enemy fire, 

"nci ti1en put ashore a. tlrree ".an landL"lg party to move the dead and 

,·!ounded to safer i:·osition.s. Dust-off and artillery illUl!lination werc 

re~uested. Additional P3R1 S arrived on the ccene and three more 

snilo:'s were put c.shore as naval units and personnel continued tc 

suppress th., ene:ny fire and provided security l.mtil the dust-off was 

cOlopleted. Th" Ell.' s then safely ex-t!'acted their Oloffi men and wi thdrel, 

fran the area. Eneny casualties were one killed and six others 

:,!'ooc.oly t-.illccl. There werc no Navy casualties. 

In the Hunt: 3at ::;pecial Zone, shortly after midnight on 8 _~ugust, 

FE'" s in \,'atcrborne (,'Uilrdpost 16 miles south'.nst of Nha Be (Yo;, 178 719) 

".00% an ene;.'lY sa;J!Jan und~r fire. The four occupants of the sampan 

1111Sl<Ored the Flf, , s with small arms fire which was suppressed. En6lllY 

c::tSl1'llt.icE "ere p1:J.ced at four probably killed und one sampan destroyed. 

There 1,.:ere no U • ..J. casual tics. 

3e"wolves "ere cleared b;: ::;TG ll6.3 to place strikes on an estir.ated 

CO::lpany of 'IG, ten mlea northwest of Me Cay (XS 383 235) on the ai'ter-

noon of 10 Au~ust. 1"ne strikes Esulted in eight structures destroyed, 

an additional five ot ,crs damagod, and six of the enemy probably 

killed. 

Bronco's of TU 116.4.8 were Dcrrumb1ed late afternoon of 12 August 

to go to the aid of an A=1 fONard air controller (FAC) who waB 

receirlng ground tire eo t a poin"1; 25 miles northwest of Tra Vinh 

(IS 24908O-XS 260(25). The ail'Craf't arrived on the Boene and placed 

all ot their ordnance on the Target aud received light automatic 
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.. -! •• '::..~,on.-: fi:-e frot! the eneny ~.os:'i. tirJ~:.,-. r;:'he one: .. ;,' fiTe ',:as s~_lenced 

:..:nu. t.lic Ar:ny FAe credited th,e e-/-l(:1 S ' .. Ji th four £neu .. v killed, four 

:~ !.r','c :ure;,; de3t!:o:.-ed D.~1d three da!:" .. ~ged. There \,'C!'C no friendly 

3"">"'1\-02 ':ero rectlcsted to provide o.ir covel' for U.S. _~rw.y 

troops in cont"ct '.;ith the entmy on the afternoon of 15 :'ugust, 15 

::1i18::> ~.outh\.'c~t cf 3en Trc (;.:,s 393 :::57). The helos :l1s-cnd their 

strikes un un c!>tins.ted COITL!">any of Vie:t Cong and recei~lcd sporadic 

~lli;,er fire during their runs, Ener;;y casu'l.lties wel'e listed as 

l:: prok,~,1y hilloc" five structures destroyed, :me five other cL1.maged. 

711e;re ",,'er..::: no r . ..). casual tics. 

On the upr·er Se.igon River, five miles northwest of Phu Cuong 

(J::' 7;o17ce), un tho night of 17 Augnst PEn's in night guurdpor;t 

;;o:,Hions sighted a c01= of approxi!nately 40-50 VC/rlVA t,roops ooving 

t;outh on the bank of the river carrying heavy packs and equipment. 

',Ihon the e!ler.lY closed to 40-60 feet the pm,' s opened fire, killing 

threo of the ene..llY. Two.lore PDR' s sped to the scene from their guard-

post positions to give support. The ~nemy initially fired rockets 

and automatic weapons at the boats but ~cored no hits. On their second 

firin.; run, the PJR's supprafsed the enemy fire and then withdre.J tn 

0.110\.1 LI!FT and art iller; strikes to be placed in the area. While the 

support firing was going on, the PER's sighted an additional 20-)0 

enemy troopo on tile north bank or tho dver alld killed five of them. 

Addi tional aircra.rt strikes )(ere cl'8di ted with killing nine of the 

enemy. No rrieDdl,. casualties were sustained. 
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Cn 19 _,"Uo"J.~t, ?:":j'.1S of TB 116.';.1 uere tlT:..nsporting U.J. ; .. rny 

L:~oo:x~ on tl.c up9cr ..J3.i~·:-:n aivcr ~1.::uut t,.-.'o milec north\1cst of Phu 

Cuonc (X'~' 7':r; 155). After ins€:rtint;; the Ic.ct of th:.: troops, tho PBn t s 

r:~r":'li-l1ed in t:1C ~r0G. to ~j"o"f}ide support [':.nei act ~ s a blockine; fo?:'ce 

":Ill found a ",,-chc cf 15 0-41 rockets lying on the west bank of the 

river in bacl: of "tree. The !'ockets "ere all in individual ;>hstic 

cover1:' and in GOOG nC\'l c::mdl tiOll. The entire cache hnd been covered 

'v:i th [;. 3'een plD..stic tarpulin.. There v:as no contact ·1'11 th enemy forces. 

Just before cmm on 21 ,\U(,'Ust, PiJIt'8 of TU 19/ •• 6.1 were drifting 

in th8 ;;-mg Thit River approximately 15 niles southwest of Cai Nhun 

(JX 143 140) whon they c a;:le upon an unlighted samy:e.n proceeding along 

the east banJ.: of +..he, river. Fuur areed men in the sampan evaded to 

the b:ll'ik of the river when called alongside. The PER's took the men 

un-ier fire, t",o men were observed to be hit and the other two abandoned 

the sampan and went below the surface of: the water. Hand grenades "ere 

dropped in the area but none of the bodies surfaced. All four are 

listed as killed. 

Seawolvcs on a }la.'1g Thit Rivor patrol on the evening of 24 August 

were "irected to strike a VC staging area about ten miles southeast 

of: Vinh Long (XS 1629). The helos brought fire to bear on six evading 

sampans but received no return fire. Enemy casualties 'mre ten killed, 

two sampans destroyed and four others heavily damaged. 

PBR's on patrol seven mileo southeast of Dau Tieng (XT 555 351) 

on the night of 26-7.' Auguot aighted approximately 20 VC attempting 
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to C:COS3 the S:-it;2n River fren north to south. When the VO Here in 

the tenter, the bc· .. ts illUlunated and oleened fire. AK-47 fire "'as 

received from hath bonks nlla support "as recuested from f~re support 

Ea.se !~Lonc. IJorta.r illumination Has received from FSB Fredn. The 

e:1er.,y then fired t\:o 8-40/41. rockets from the north bank but both 

ras30d o.nd the peR's then suppressed the enemy fire. Shade\! a.ircraft 

(0-47) anci UT:: ,,:Caced st.rikes in the area. .!hen the aircraft dePlrted, 

the P-:-.' s c',ntinued \lith lEel fir('. th::,oughout the night to prevent enemy 

rcscue'lnd 1:Jody recovery efforts. Fifteen of the enemy "ere killed in 

the c~counter and an additional five "ere listed as probably killed. 

There Here no fi'iendly casualties. 

T"o Bronco's of TU 116.4.8 "Iere scrambled to assist friendly 

ground forces in heavy cont&ot "ith the enemy about 22 miles suutheast 

of Soc Trang (dR 904 425). The enemy forces "ere anneu with at least 

tHO cre\l served "eapons. A ground sweep after the aircraft strikes 

revealed 25 of th.e enemy killed, three strt\ctures destroyed, and t>lO 

Grew ~erved '.eapons destroyed. The enemy was also estimated to have 

suffered ten others probably killed and three probably wounded. There 

were no U.S. easual~ies. This action took place in mid morning 

27 August. 

On 28 August, Bronco's were called on once again to support troops 

in heavy contact with an estimated two platoons of VC 20 miles south­

east of Soc Trang (XWR 935 457). Their a1r strikes resulted in ten 

of th" I)n~ Idlled. There lIere no Navy casualties. 
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CCNFT[t·;N':'L'...L 

Jhilc conductinc 3. PBR recon of Bo Cap Canal, 15 miles nor1h­

\lost of rhu Cuong (::r 652 .313) on the afternoon of 31 Auguzt, a VC 

'.!as sighted walking on the bank carrying a bag. When the PEn I s took 

the VC under fire, six other VC broke from cover~ the canal crossing 

and ran ",est. The bos.ts imIoediately took the aC:ditioml va under fire 

and killed four of them. The other three wero WQulld"d and captured. 

Also recovered was VC peraonal gear and documents. A ree.dout of th" 

docu,JE)nts revealed that the VC were returning from a mission to 

purcnase rice in Chu Chi and that at least one VC was in Chu Chi. 

The VC were identifier, e.S m€lllb'3rs of the 294 VC Reg'J.ment. There "ere 

no U.S. cas~lti6s. 

GAI·rE WAFJlEN SEU Opm;'TIONS 

Just prior to midnigr_" on I August, S cAL's were inserted by 

L:,;SC approxiInately 14 miles east of Nha Be (Y.3 155 774) in support 

of operat~on Friendship I. After establishing a guardpost position, 

they w'lited almost five hours before ~ighting 15 Viet Cong in three 

sampans. They took the sampans under fire and :received heavy autoWltic 

fire in return. Seawolves were sc:rambled and placed strikes on the 

surrollI\dj.ng river banks. At the end of the encounter lC VC were listed 

as p:robably killed, one sampan was destroyed, four pe:rsonal weapons 

were captured and approximately four kilos of documents concerning 

rocket/llIine use and manufaoture \lere taken into custody. 

no U.S. casualties. 

The:re were 

Reacting to intelligence recei'nd from detainee", seven SlALls 

and one LDNN were inserted b7 LSoo 12 miles vest of tV Tho (XS 305 4(0) 
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in the pre-dalm how.-s of 5 AU'.llst. They P"-trolled south 100 meters 

to " desic= ted ve hootch and se'lrched it ,'!th n"1;" ti ve rasul ts. 

P3.trollinr; to the \-lest t;,ey detained three rJales in cnother hootch. 

:.rhen one 0: the detainees attempted to escape, he vas taken under fire and 

killed. The tHO reroining detainees ",ere questioned,classified ve, 

and then t= d over to authorities at Dong Tam. This \oIaS a TG 194.4 

opcrption. 

Chieu Hoi anel combined intellie;enoe concerning alleged PO>I camps 

tric;r;er'cd a series of TU 194.6,8 SML operations on 9 August in an 

ate~ ~~ miles south~ast of Ben Tre (XR 76 90, XR 82 43). The SEAL's 

open,ting vith <LNll's and PIm's ",ere inserted by Army slicks and searched 

for the three suspected sites vith no success. They did hm/ever, 

discO\'er t",o VC base camps/",ork areas and a ve dispensary. The ",ork­

shops and numerous hand grenades trat were stockpiled thore ",ere 

destroyed. Three VC were killed at the first site when an air strike 

was called in to destroy the enemy structure. Three ve oommo-liaison 

personr.el and one "IC ",orker ",ere captured at the dispensary. After 

destroyinG the buildings at the second site, all f'riendly forces and 

prisoners were extracted. Upon successful extraction H&I fire from 

the USS PRITCHETT we placed in the area of the ",orkshops. Inter­

rogations of the prisoners provided only one person who bad heard of 

POll's in the area within the last month. There were no friendly 

casualties. 

Acting on in telllgence ga tht,red trom previous operations, SEdL' s 

of TU 194.6.8 with tour LDNN's wd three Hoi Chans were inserted b7 
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:CI,; Ie,! mile~, I/est 0': Ny Tho (XS 324 409) on the afternoon of 

11 Au;,ust. The objective 'las a possible ams/weapons cache in a 

suspected 'l,~ base crunp. Seal/olves were scrambled to cover the operation 

and the entire objective area was prepped I<lth mini-GUllS from the LCM. 

Fot:x 'Ie hootches, t/u'ee 'Ie sa:::pa11s, and a 1,000 pc-und rice cache were 

destroyed and 1,000 rounds of AK-47 ammunition, tl<O kilos of documents 

and some clothing and medical gear were captured. 

In 1on[; An Province eight miles southwest of Nha Be (XS 863 704) 

a combined operation in\~lving 12 3EAL's, 26 PfiU's, two LDNr~'sJ PBR's, 

Broncc 's, Sea"olves, and U"'. Amy slick" took place on the afternoon 

of 19 August. S&1.L's and PKU's were inserted by slick and took cover 

awaiting the arrival of 'Ie. Five 'Ie met in a hootch ~d three more 

were seen appr0aching in a sampan. Those in the sampan were taken 

under fire and additional Torces I<ere landed by PER's and r.::;SC' s. After 

the 'Ie had fled, the friendly forces began boarding the boatsjbut during 

extraction , additional 'Ie were sighted in a nippa palm area and taken 

unde:- fire by the PER's and LSSC's. '\.fhen return fire was reoeived 

from the enemy po8itions,S:~L's and PRU's were inserted for a sweep 

of the area, at \.Ihich point the enemy fled. Seawolves and Bronco I s 

were scrambled to place strikes in the target area and cover extraction. 

There were no U.S. casualties. Enemy cas\l8.~:~ies vere seven killed, 

one captured and an additional five li~ted as probably killed. 

In the pre-daw hours of Z7 August, SEAL's and PRU's in waterboI'm guard­

post position sighted three VC in a sampan traveling east on a canal 
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11 ' 1.','1 '''' e.o."'" of In'" '~e (v,': 1).l.~I'l'l',' • .I..- ...... ~ - - <.<..!........ ~ 7he ::..:ru;1!'Q11 \','.:l,G taken under fire 

'".C'lle on;':r c::.se of ener.i.Y h.::ll-::.3fir.1Cn~ of merchant sbippinc- on the 

vi tc.l Lon0 ~:.lU shir:-~,inG cr.:.1.nnel to ~jaiGon occurred on 29 -"~UCUGt 1,1hen 

t;lC 3,-: j:O:,~I;i. cf P~nru.'.<lian regi.stry caJae under roctot fire. The rocket 

r.ussed the t..:::..r;;et :.L-.o. there 1.-i'!}'S no damage or ljCrsorulel casualtie~. 

7ilcr8 t·/ere b·/o C3.::::e:; of enci1Y minint; of ships and one possible 

::lininc ::ttenpt durin!; .'u;;ust. On 2C nUb'U3t" the Japanese ship HIL'.F:I 

,",;;U 'lao mined 1Jith 200-;!50 pounds of high explosive that ble" a hole 

8 ft. through the entire bottom 01' the s tern. One crelJr.JD.n 'las killed 

aml t,IC others injured. The ship maintained its watert.ight intecrity 

and empty tanks provided sufficient buoy:mcy to keep the ship afloat.. 

The m:il"in.; occurred in the vicinity of the Nha Be Tank Fann (:($ 925 

325). On 28 August the Dutch ship KEIIIA at the lIha Be Tank Farm was 

checked by U.S. Army P!1l\ls between 0)15-0))0 and found to be secure. At 

0.345 Arrrry rnll' S sighted a white nylon line attached to KElIIA' s c.nchor 

chain and VNN divers were sent to the scene. Just as the divera were to 

enter the 1Jater the mine detonated. It was est:!Jnated to have been a 400 

pound explosive charge. The explosion caused a 15 rt. by 20 rG. hole 

in the port side of the ship but once again the watertight integrity 

or the ship prevented it from sinking. 
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':'In'''''' hN)1"" Llt.'er ,~ncther "<Ihite nylon line \-Jas zighted att.aehed to tb, j,,: 

.~11l~' 7.~~LCL but no object Has attached to it. It HaS believed that 

the jo.ckin:; of: the ship IS »ropeller hnjl. cut looso a mine Hhieh then 

drjfted avo.y. In all cases c.ttempts by Alliea Forces to locate 

persons !'~sf.:'Onsible ",tere tmsuccess.ful. 

TA..;r FOP.Cll CLFA:'.:ATER 

T",,,·k Yorce Cle3.T'.mter consists of two river security groups 

made u;> of ten ?LEls each. River Divisjon 521, the Hue River security 

group is based at l'~obile Base I at Tam l1y La.:oon and River Division 543, 

based at Gua Viet, !!le.kes up the Dong Ha River security group. Ene:ny 

activity was light throughout the month ,nth only seven hostile fire 

incidents. All river transits of the CUE. Viet and Perfume Rivers 

were made · ..... thout incident. Enemy casualties were three killed, one 

wounded and one captured. Navy casualties for this area were one 

kiJ.:Led aIm nine \.fOunded; only one of tllese was the result of a fire-

fight involving PDRI S • Enemy rocket attacks on U.S. installationo 

ac"ount-ed for one killed and six of the wounded. 

On 9 Au~t, the pier security guard at CuaViet using random 

Scare charges observed a secondary explosion that produced a wat~r 

spout. approximately 60 feet in height. The explosion OCCUlTed abcut 

30 f,eet from the end of the pier. Based on the size of the wntel' spout 

and discussion with EOD personnel. it \Jas believed to have been a mine 

of an unknown type. 
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short.!.'.! :.:ft("'r C~~OG O~ 11 }l.U[)13t. .\botl.t!5 minutes ls.ter G 3attery 
'. 

:/l .. C ~'.. 7'ti llc~':r fiYcd 40 ~otmds of l05r.un c01U1ter ~)a ttery. The 11:. ttlck 

• 
" 

~:illE'd onl'; \:0. ~.~T.'.3.n n.:1Q 'fOlU1ucd tVQ others and ono soldier. The 

T'f":>u.ltr of thL~ C(;ll11tcr C\.tttery 2re un~'J1:)1.·m. There FaS no damaGe 

.~ l(}~p.~ tic cr.-...ft +,p·_::.nsi tlnb' the Cua Viet River on 16 AUbLlSt 

c.i,;l1tcd a ;oossiole ;:ater :tine fbating on the sUl'f'lce three miles 

f'r~" +:'0 ""ut:, ~~ +n' '> r'ver (YD ~"6 667\ ... 'h .• ...... ~'-- ._OJ .. ,l. ... <,;; J... s..;; I. PBR and EOn personnel 

i;weutiGat,cd and fOUlCd the mine to be pressure-influencp. type ;r1th 

tHO Jelay pencilo Cl,Ue S:l;;m chsmicnl long fuse attached. The pressure 

bnl.., and pressure c~'!!ber \lere lost during recovery. Ho explosion 

occurred. !;;OD per'lOnne2. estimated that it contained 150-200 p01mds 

of explosive, the ar-~nb circlut had functioned, both blasting caps ~d 

fired, 9,llG the mil',d was e1 ther " dud 0;;:' " low order explosion detonated 

the prev:..oufi uaj"". 
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HO:lILS ;\1V:JUNE FO:,CE 3lU:ARY 

The i.rmy-Navy Hobile llherine Fo:'ce phased out cf existence as 

Cm.::.IVTI.CC OllZ/CC.J.J:IV::;UFPHCN Si!.~lEN/CTF 117 were disest!l.blished on 

25 AUbU~t after operating in th" Hekcng Delta since February 1967. 

Thd redeployment of units of the U.S. Ninth Division .from Dong Tam 

in conSequbmC of the previously announced 25,000 personnel strength 

reduction, along with previous and planned turnover of river assault 

craft to the Vietnamese Navy, "ere IIl9.jor factors 1n the phase out. 

Rel!lD.ining Navy components of the W..F' have lEen desiGnated the Riverine 

strike Group and p~~ed under the command of Commander Task Group 

194.7, a conponent of the Operation SEA LORDS task organization. 

River ass/nut squadron 13 and 15 remain intact tmder CTG 194.7. USS 

BE1JE'..JAH (APE 35), flagship of the HRF, moved from its usual station 

on the My Tho River near Dong Tam to tloe vicinity of French Fort 

(XS 885 535) on the Vam Co River. 

Otherwise during t.he month, the MRF continued the l:llnited opera·-

tions which r~ye been characteristic since the stand-down of 9th 

Division began. Primary emphasis was again given to local security 

operations in defense of Dong Tam and the preemption cf rocket and 

mort".r attacks against the baSEl. Tactics to accomplish these goals, 

and which involved use cf river assault craft, included daily insertion 

of 6/31 Infantry Battalion troops for interdiction sweeps in the vicinity 

of Dong Ts.m, night interdiction and sniper patrols, burn defoliation 

meeiCllS along the lang Canal, water mobile gua.l'dpcsts, sampan and 
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per~onnel inspection, c.nc hamssment and interdiction fire into the 

southern Pong Tam defensive !Jerir.Jeter and reaction fire to Duffel 

hA (f' ~p.nRnr in~!ic~tionR .. 

Operations out~ide the Dong Tam area were diversified and wide­

spread. Nuoorous riverine assault operations throughout Kien Hoa 

Province took plnce on c.1lnost a daily basis as HAC supported various 

ARVN, Tiger Scout, PllU, Mnriti1Ile National Police and RJ!'/PF activities. 

Th~ majority of these operations \lel'e initiated along the Ham Luong 

and Bai!ai Rivers. Interdiction patrols involving about 8 RAC 

were conducted in the vicinity of S~, Dec and Football Island (,Ii" 90 40) 

in the Mekong River. Operations in the Can Giouc area of Long An 

Province, targetted against the Viet Cong Dong Phu 265 and 508 Battalions 

continued aa RAC supported the 3/7th Infantry Battalion of the Third , 

Brigade. On the 2Bt.1J. of the :nonth, the newly founded Riverine Strike 

Group assumed patrol/interdiction responsibilities for the Vam Co 

Ri w.r and its tribv,tal'ies. After the BI:Nl!lHAH shif"ted locale to French 

Fort, )l.4.; also augmented TG li6.9 patrol units on the Nha Be River 

and oupported TG li6.3 as a ready' reaction force on the Cho Gao Canal. 

Inspections of sampens and personnel recA1.ved special attention in all 

areas throll8hout the month. 

Significant contingents of HAC sUC'P'.lrted various SEA. LORDS and 

other operations, i.e. GIANT SLINGSHOT, Tt"IUl Kung Dao and the RSSZ. 

Furtber details are given in the Opel'ation SEA. LOru;s summary. The 

table btllO\l illustrates the deployment of RAC at lIIOr.th Ie end - of 

. " 
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pa'Cticulur note in tho siLnificant reduction in boats assigned to Kien Koa 

Pl'ovincc oper.1. tions as compared to otiter months: 

(1) (2) 
Opention Sour co of Ir ,.. !I£ A.SPB llQ!! QQg m;[ liW TOTAL .... v -
Giant Slingshot !-lAD 152, 153 J.O 14 3(2F) 1 0 1 29 

~lU1G Sat S:J8C ial Zone Rill 152, 153 1 7 l(F) 0 0 0 9 

Tran Hun:; Doc Rill 131 14 6 2 1 0 0 23 

;( .. 'lcr .. 00i EAD 131 0 0 0 1 0 (1 , ... 

V?Jn Co t{iver Patrol :Lill 151 8 3 2 1 1 1 J.6 

;;use ;}efense ?_{D 151 2 1 0 0 0 0 :3 

Kien Hoa Province Ops HAl) 132 10 4 2(lF) 1 0 2 19 

Repair & Overhaul 9 5 2(lF) 0 1 0 19 

Total 54 40 13(5F) 5 2 4 117 

(1 ) F' - flame thro\ler configured monitor 

(2) l. HSEls utilized in utility role 

Enemy contact vas inconsequential in all NRF operating areaS during the 

mo~th. Of the 14 hostile fire incidents (HFl) reported, only two were enerr~ 

initiated firefights involving an exchange of fire. One friendly initiated 

firefight took place while the balance of the fIFl I S were cases of unilateral 

fire. No U.5. casualties were sustaiuod while 1 PRU and 1 RF were killed 

and 2 PRU and 7 FJ.' wel'e woundoo. EnelIlY casualties were 23 killed (2 probe.ble). 

These casualty figures are the lowest on record. 

The Honorable John M. I'arner, Under Seoretary of the Navy, accompanied 

by Vice Admiral Zumwalt, COMNAVFDftV, visited the MRF on 17 August during 

hia tour of Naval !,lltiv1ties.. As the Seol'etary observed an 11&1 fj.re demonstra-
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tbn on the south bank of the ICy Tho, 4 Viet Cong I?ere sighted in a 

.fre" fire zone by tho helo "unships participating in the demonstration. , . ", 
The ,iRF boats joineu in the shoot and the 4 VO were killed. 

• .-
'fhe fiml contingent of :lome 330 u.s. Navymen from the I-IrIF departed 

Vietnam on 25 August. All were ~,rt of tile 1,200 Navy personnel inoluded 

in the ::5,000 trocps beinE; redeployed by the end of August. 
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,'rE";A TrOllS U; KI;$ no.:. PKOVll'CE 

The ene!,lY's abiU ty t.o avoid contact yet harasa Dong Tam and the 

::JJ ':as a:.;ain demonstr-dted as Vone; 'ra!.1 received rocket and/or mortar 

fire on at least 7 occasions, but no damage to Naval units was reported. 

Reaction fire by ;·1<.13 units and LHFT Here poured on the enemy positions 

ss the attacks occurred "ith undetermined effect. 

A minin~ atte~pt aGainst USS NUECES was believed to have been 

thwarted by mine:wec.ping· activity of t.he mobile riverine base defense 

p2.trol or by the anti-mine protective sleeve which is run up and dO'.m 

LRB anchor chains at 30 minute intervals. At 0623 in the morning of 

1::' ><'.lg',,"t, as NlJ';cES was preparing to get underway from its oV6rnight 

anchorage L, the Hy Tho River # miles eoutheast of My' Tho (XS 569 4(6), 

personnel on bOB1"<i spotted a large flotation device, consisting of a 

rubber inner tube with a solid object suspended from the center, secured 

tt. the port anchor chain. A Navy EOD team was dispatched from Dong 

Tam aboard ASPB 12 and at 0730 confinned the presence of a swimmer placed 

water mine. As the ASPB made an approach to attempt to cut the mine 

loose and tow it away from the ship, the boat's ~ake apparently dislodged 

the mine from the flotation device CllUSin" it to aink. Divers later 

entera.! the water to recover what was believed to be a command detonated 

mine, but met with negative results. A conduotor wire was recovered. 

A subsequent inspection of the ship's hull produced negative results and 

a search of the south bank for evidence of wire or detonators also 

produced nothing. The NUEXlES got undeZ'W.;r at 08,30. 
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11. boat on boIse defense TU trol i..1 the lJont; TaJn anchorage on the 

lly Tho :UYf:lI' reccivod.lbou;; :;; rounue of small urns fire at 0050 

on 12 ."ltSUst fro;;: til'o nouth bank 2 milos ~est of Dong Tam (x.; 316 416). 

::0 damaga HilS sustr3 inpci. 

At 0:;'30 on ::.2 ;'UQ.:.<lt, :.TC 35 and 45, "hile on routine patrol lri th 

a 6/31 InfllYltry snip.or team embarked, received J D-40 roun«s from the 

sOllth bCU1k of the ,-ly Th" R;.ver 4 miles west of Dong Tam (XS 34:3 408). 

it. 'i.': 45 took 1 0-1 ... 0 hit 'rJi th no personnol casual ties and light c'sma.go. 

A LHFT strike liaS placed on the estimated squad size enemy force at 

0345 >1i th unkno;m resul to. Fire had not been returned by tho RAG due 

to the civiliM population in the area. 

).t 0120 on lJ, August, ATe 30 & 34 while conducting routine night 

interdiction patrol with a Navy sniper team embarked, observed two Vi.et 

Can,; moving on the south bank of the My Tho River 4 miles west of Dong 

:Lam. (;c 34J 4ll) The ATe took the va under fire with 2Omm, resulting 

in two KIn. Tne unit then continued on interdiction patrol. This was 

the sume locution from ~hich ATC 35 & 45 reoaived E-40 fire on 

12 Auc;ust. 

At 0500 on 16 July, two RAn 151 ASPB's in support of the operation 

extracted a platoon of My Tho District PRU'e from the bank of the Ba 

Lai River 4 miles northeast of Ben Tre (XS 581 351). The PRU's had 

been inserted on an intelligence target at 20)0 15 August and gained 

contact with a squad of va near the extraction poillt resulting in 5 va 

killed. One PRU was !dlled and another two wounded in the. encounter. 
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.\fter lx1c!d0ui ing 3;0 nw's before afternoon on the 17th, a 

monl tor, 0 CG~ and 7 A'i'C' s inGerted the troops along the Song CUll 

(no!'thern branch oi' the l-!y Tho) 9 miles southeast of My Tho. As 

insertion was conpletGd, contact lias made ,Ii til 15 Viet Cong who 

L'r.ocdiat>?ly clea:"8d t11c area without excmngin(; fire . 

Tieu 

. uter ins ert in;; two Ili" companies along the RJ ch C"i Ce.n! at 0800 

cn :21 AUGust ,,-t positions 5 miles west and .3} miles soutluest of Ben 

Tre resrcctive1y (7..:3 !.l3 323, XS 445 3C6), RAC received rocket, A/vi 

,,-na small aTIOS fire from an enemy pOGition about a half mile inland 

frore, the second landing position (vicinit;r XS 441 3C'2). The i1AC 

rE-t1.lrned and suppressed the fire, killing two VC. The lL"" s gained contact 

accounting for 3 nore VC killed and '.Jere BA-tract<3d at 16)0. ThE:re \.Jere 

no friendly cas=lties. COnDoander R. G •. Hurphy, CommandEr R\S 13 and 

the Don Nhon district chief controlled the operation from the CCB present. 

Enroute to an inspection point with the Don t.'hon District Chief 

"board, :,,\C cane under 3-40, All and small anns fire frol:l the south 

bank of the C"i Can River in Kien Hoa Province, 4 miles south,,'est of 

Ben l're (l.,s 441 ;02) at 09)0 on 21 AUif.lst. Fire Has ret'.uned und sup­

pressed resultir.g in 2 VC killed by ASPB9. !U'/P}' troops were L,scrted 

'U1d ,,"ccounted i:or 3 ~.c.d.:itional VC killed and 4 kilos of documents and 

medical supplies captured. 
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USN STATISTI(;AL SUHHARY 
August 1969 

1·';AHi<E']' TD1E G!UIE HAHDEr, i·lobile Riverine Force 

uetections 
Inspe·~tions 

~oardings 

Craft detained 
?ersons detained 

76,265 
40,254 
17,974 

280 
1,604 

59 
120 

105,7 15 
33,5e6 
25,648 

2 
118 

o 
1"9 

(2) 
3,644 
(2) 
(2) 
47 

(2) 
14 (3) 

Viet ConE SU3Pf.'cts 
Hostile fire inc~d8nt.s 
memy casualties: 

a. :'~illed (1 07BC ,42EST) 
21 

99(BC )1.117 ("FOB) 23 (2 prob) 
b. t'ounded 
c . Ca pt urerl 

5 0 
9 21 3 

[lSi) casualtiee: 
a. Killed II (lUS,:, lUSCG, lVNN) 0 
b. 1-.10lmded 
c. Captured 

31 (14US;.j ,3USCG, 1 USA, 1 H!SF). 
o 

6 
0 

d. lli.ssing 
Enemy ma.terial losses: 

a. Destroyed : 
(1) .Junks or sampars 
(2) Struct.ures 

b. Captured: 

o 

225 
732 

(1) Junks or sampans X 
(2) ':!eapons X 
(3) Amnr.mition (rounds) X 
(1) Rice (tons) X 

c. Damaged: 
(1) Junks or sampans 
(2) Structures 

USil material losses: 
a. Destroyed.: 

(1) Surface r.raft 
(2) Helicopters 

b. Damaged: 

20 
423 

o 
o 

0 

79 
206 

1 
17 

141;; 
.5 

21 
196 

o 
2 

(1) Surface craft. 
(2) Helicopters 

SAR missions 

13 (12PCF,1"'PB) 1 
2 0 
2 

Remarks: 

x - Information net available or not app~icable 
(1)- Hi verine stril:e Group all of 25 Augult. 

(Des troyed ) 

(2)- Intor.ation unknown or unavailable at thill t~ 

0 USN 
0 USN, 
0 
0 

1 
11 

1 
4 

215 
o 

(2) 
(2) 

o 
o 

1 
o 

1 PRU, 1 RF 

(3)- Two en.., initiated firetightll, one friend17 initiated, eleven eallell 
ot en.., unilateral fire which wall not returned. 
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NAVAL ALVI",ORY GEOUP SU11iARY 
Vietnamese Navy 

FLEET CO:·a-!AND 

Fleet Command units actively patrolled 19 Market Tirle statiol1s i.":t 

August. This included two in the First Coeatal Zone (lE, 10), two in 

the Second Coastal Zone (4C, 40), two in the Third Coastal Zone· (6D, 6F), 

and all the stations ill tho Fourth Ccastal Zone (areas 8 and 9). Al-

though there was a s:i~~t decrease in the number of junks c.earched 

from 5,528 in July to 5,059 in Aug~st, there was a substantial recovery 

in the number of people searched from 1),90) in July to 19,516 in August. 

Detaillr.l9nt figures which normally are rather meager for the Fleet 

COlIk'":la11d ships showe:1 a merked :lncrease in Aut,'Ust. There were 27 junks 

and 51 people detained in August in comparison to negative detainments 

in July. 

In addition to Market Time patrols the Fleet Coramand ships fired 

44 NOFS missions, and conducted logistic lifts, river escorts, PSYGPS 

and CiTI.c Action, and river missions. ~nentlly H and I missions are 

performed with little knowledge of the effectiveness of the fire support. 

However, on the ever.j,ng of 5 August LSIL :330 expended 2,841 rounds of 

3"i50, 4OmI:>,' 2Cknm. 8ll11m, .50 cal. and .30 cal. ammunition on suspected 

VC positions eleven miles southeast of Call Tho on the southern bank of 

the Hau Giang River eXR 013592, XR 019947, XR 016904, WR 994915, 

X!i. 001936). Several days later a local friendly Vietnamese sampan 

owner reported to the commanding offioer of the LSIL that his sister 
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li veIl ncar the tareet a ~ea "nel that after the s:dp ceased firing VC 

en ',;cred her he;;]e and tCOlC a hl9.nket to be usen in iIJprovising 11 

medical stretcher. B~fore the. VC left her home they told her that as 

a result of the 1311' s dest.rllctive fire sixteen of their comrades had 

been killen and 27 \lounded. 

On 22 Aur;ust L5IL 3)0 "'as inst.rumental in turning back a VC 

attAck when it fired 3'-/50 and 4Qrun rounds at VC ",ho ",ere sighted in 

an area five miles southeast of Can Tho adjacent to th~ Hau Giang 

River ("R 916012). 

On the roo::-Ling of 27 hl{USt, the VNN LSH(H) HQ40.'. (Hospital Ship) 

vas enroute frum ::lEA FLOAT to thr; SEA FLOAT Annex (both on the Cua Lon 

River). Approximately one and one half miles northeast of Nam Can 

City (,I~ 015687) the ship 1JIl,S atta()ked 1Jith 57mm recoilless rifle, 

3-40 rocket, and autorr.atiu ",eapons fire. One 57mm round and three 

B-I,e rocket rounds fOwld their mark and. causad e:JI,~ensive damage to the 

dental van and the ships galley. H1l1l damage consi6ted o.f one ho19 

one foot in diam6ter, two holes two feet :tn diameter, and superficial 

shrapnel came,ge to the 1'orvard gun mount. The VNN responded !l.llnost 

immediately 1Jith a heavy blanket of ueva!!tatin~ fire directed at the 

enemy positions. One Vietnamese sailor with mac~ive shrapnel ,,,,unds 

to both legs \oIllS medevllced to the evac\'JB,tion hospital at Binh Thuy. 

'.£\.10 other sailors that ",ere "'DUD.ded ",ere t.~eatec. on coard. Four U.S. 

PC?' B wel"fl already proceeding to the NSF ba'3tl to pick up troops for 

a scheduled oppm Uon when the hoa pi tal ship c rune under fire. Wi thin 
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t';f'nty "im:tp.s th.:' troops "ere aboard the p:," s and the striJ'c fo)"ce 

',:etc, C,4"0ute to thE, scone of the ambush, Fi-.-e ninute,; after the anbush 

· ... as ;ngided the r~,T.;2 had struck the "mbush !,oaitions with 8lmm 

["oo'tar fire. A single $';".\-I,1.f that \.las already airborne lashed out 

"t the enemy \lith her machill<l guns and rockets. Once the H3F troops 

had rE~ched the scene of the ~ctdent, they \.Iere inse~ee 200 to 300 

y:crds e),t.her side of th,. ambush point and co)ltllenced " .::w·ep operation. 

Approaching the ambush site the ground troops found six doubl~ tube 

homeI!l1de B-40 launchers :llong \.lith three B-4.0 l'ockets still in the 

tubes. The troops ';ontinued to search the area until noon \.lith nega'Live 

results • 

..1t the end of four runs on the Dong Nat River, the ll'.ines\.Ieepers 

of [lAG 91 recovered el.,,,trical \.lire having a to.tal length of 540 f'f'ct. 

en all four occasicns the lengths of' \Iiro had some conf'iguration of a 

plug, detonator, or blasting £'use attached to at least one 8!'ld. 

RIVER P4Tf.OL CROUP 51 

An average of sixteen of the nineteen boats assigne.: to RPG 51 

performed the routine patrols on the Long Tao and Soirap Rivers during 

tho month of August. The PBR sailore \Nre fired upon three t1JDes in 

A~st (AT YS 058')15, Y:; 062944, and YS (64950) ::oesulting in no VNN 

casualties 0)" damage. H1g~ght8 ot the month occurred on 30 Ac~t 

while two PBR'a were conducting a routine patrol on the Dong Nai River 

ten miles east northeast ot Saigon (IS 064958). \Ih.an a B8IIIpan was 

detected emerging !'rom a nearb7 e&nal, the PBR's fired waming shots 
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across i 'os bO'.I. One of the occupants disappeared in the dense under­

growth along the bank and the other one closed the PBR's and cXPi-,3s:led 

his desire to Chieu Hoi to the PER t s. 

wer8 delivered to Cat Lai. 

The VC a:1<1. his gear and '-itl,'pon 

COASTAL Jill/K FORCES 

Coastal sUl~~llance figures for the Coastal Group Junk Forces 

Were co.nparable to those reported in July as there were 63,951 junks 

(62,7'17 in July) a.rul 1')7,318 people l205, 562 in July) searched in 

August. The detainment fIgures reflected a significant increase irl 

the number of junks detained in the Second aLd Fourth Coastal Zones 

and a large decrease in the number of people detained in the First 

Coastal ZO!l~ partially compensated by increases in the Second, Third, 

and Fourth Coaetal Zones. The totals in August ",ere 314 junks (2.47 

in July) and 825 people (862 in July) detained. 

First Coastal Zone 

The number of enemy initiated incidents remained at a low level 

for Coastal Forces during the month Idth the exception 1)1.' the evening 

of 11-12 August ",han there "'a3 inoreased enemy- aotivity reported through­

out the Republic of South Vietnam. In oomparison to the other coastal 

forces Coastal Group 14, operating ",it..~ U.S. units in the Qua Da1 River 

area of the First Coastal Zone, wI's 1l.'lVOlved in the largest numbor of 

ino1dent9 \11th the en8lD7. On the firet day of the month a surveillance 

team from CGl4 obllerved sampan aotivit;y il., the -'1icinit;y of the CGl4 

bIlse near the IIIOUth of the Cua Da1 RiTer (BT 189553). The team took 
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t~1t~ '"';-1: '~"-=-n \l]1(Ier r~_.·C I.Ti th devn.Gt~ tint; ~ ~cu.!·.::cy. ThrlJe VG O\7crc killed 

... '_ on.:: ,'d' -47, s·:;vcn hand ':.:rc:1adc 3, thirty ronnus of .,)J:Ur.un.i . tion, and 

\ ~ .\11 six rounds 

l:.nG.cu in J':!1C uo.tnr ru'lJ there was no f\lrth.jr contact \·."ith the ene;ny. 

l.c~:£':· t!H~ :-'n.l18 dJ.~r ~ lone Yc.hutJ. jur .. 1c ntt'lched to ~GJJ,. HUS hit by a 

:;in~le :/h:l.T'1 :-cco-Llles:3 rifle round and sume sr.all arms fire appro;d.­

r.~ -_ely cnc t12.1c sOUtill.J8Gt of th8 CG-l.~ base on t.he eua D:~_i !l.i v')r. The 

57D!" ,~ecoiJ.less rifle roun" ripped holes in the POl't and starboard 

side bet·.een the waterline Elue. the min deck and in the process slit0tly 

'founded t;iC ',m sailol's. Artiller.y lias promptly supplied by the U.S. 

ArricricrtJ. Iii vi 3i on and GTU II ~.1. C ,;j~ th unkno\-ffi results. A. third 

sir,nificant. incident occ\u"7ed on 9 August in the First Coastal Zone 

uhen a sm"VeiJ.L1.nce team of nAG 32 found and int,ercepted a floating 

mine of a very crude design two and one half foliles south"est of Hoi 

An on the TIm Son River (TlT 102557). The corloonents of the mine "ere 

styrofoWll, bar>..boo, 3.Ild deteriorated C-4 eX)~,loGives. A pulley syctem 

was used for maneuvering the mine "i t.1l badly detel'iorn ted "ire "hich 

was prooobly the rca.son the mine had not cbtonat"d. 

One surveillance team of CG14 made contact with an unknown number 

of VC on 3arrier Island situated in the center of the CUll D,li River 

(BT 188544) during tile evening hours of darkt).ess on 14 !1lgust. Contact 
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was light however one VNN was killed and. another one wounded. Three 

VC were coni'inned de"d and one AK-47 \.laS captured. 

Second Coastal Zone 

Coast"l Group 27 IDcated near Phan Rang in the Second Coastal 

Zone WIlS involved in a flrefight; on the evening of 9 August when the 

CG27 reaction team reacted to intellige~ce reports that VC w.,re 

entering the l1y An and Khlln..'l Hoi Hamle-!;s for the purpose of extorting 

710ney food, and conscripts. Traveling llLuind and to the north of 

Phan Rang the team \JliS ambushed by an estimated t\olO squads of VC in 

green uniforms (BII 885822), The firefight continued for approximately 

thirty minutes with a steady flow of illum:L"lation fire being provi(led 

by the ~G27 mortars and the Than Hai artillery. When the GG27 team 

IJithdrew, they aco::ounted for nine VC kll.led" (8 probable) and one AK-47 

and some documents captured. The CG27 force followed up their 

extraction "from the area with random H and I fire throughout the night. 

A sIJeep of the area the following morning uncovered blood trails and 

retreating foot prints. 

Third Coastal Zone 

On 6 August twenty miles upstream from the mouth of the Co 

Chien River CG35 provided transportation and blocking for 50 PF troops 

that \191"9 werted on the south bank of the river (XS 445055). The 

CG35 units r~e1ved sniper fire approrl.me.tely one mile south of the 

insertion point (JS 465055) but had no further contM"t. When 

the PFls wre extraoted from the area, they reported that the1 had 
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liGht cont.lc t. whi~h .cesultE:d in the death of t't-:o VC and the capture 

c.f' "h;o hand gr'S!nl'loef:. 

'!hile patrolline the lower Bassac RivGr on 15 A\lf;USt ?) miles 

GOut:lC,lSt or Can Tho, tllO C(;36 junlcs obserTed a sa.npa!l crossing from 

the southern bank of the river (XR 225630) to Dung Island (XR 235630). 

,:her, the j1.lnk~ gave chase, they we1''9 greeted with automatic weaponG 

fire ;/hich they returned and suppressed. Pureuing the '9neLlY ashore a 

fifteen = C(;36 reaction team came under fire from two locations. 

This fire was silenced and the aJ1',bush team later returned to the junks 

without gaining any fur'ther contact. Total results for the brief 

incident were two bU!L~ers destroyed and one sampan captured. 

After inserting members of the CG36 reaction team on the banks 

of the My Thanh River on 21 August 42 miles southea5i; of Can '1'ho, tlCO 

U.s. PCF's and one U.S. '.IPB proceeded .ruther up the river to set up 

a mortar support position. Shortly after 1000 the reaction team 

surprised a small group of 'TC who were returning to an extortionist 

station. In the brlef skinnish that followed olle VC was kill>3d and 

four VG, assorted documents, and some ammunition were captured. Before 

the reaction team returned to the afloat units, the7 destro78d six 

VC srunpans and the extortion station. 

Fourth Coastal Zone 

'!'he 56 VNN junks assigned to Coastal Groups 41, 42, 4.3, and 44 

carried out 1'1 ... r and Market Time patrols, bue derense and SEA. 

FLCllT operations in the Fourth Coaetal Zone. Sinoe the ooe.stal groups 

105 nCRFID~TIAL 



operated as an integrated force, there 'Were jWlks f'rom alJnost every 

coastal ,;roup operatinc out of fu Tien, Old Nam Can, An Thoi, Han Tre 

I sland, and Poulo Obi Isl.:md. (See discussion of Tran Hun~ Dao 

Campdgn in Border Indcrdiction Campaign 'Within Operation SEA. LORDS 

S1.l:!lmary and discussion of 3:::1\ FLOAT in Co"st!ll Surveillance Force 

Sw:u'nry for furth"r dehils.) 

!liVER ASS.~:!LT GROUPS 

In til" Third and Fourth Riverine o\rens the VNN RAG's conducted 

a total of 2,161 amphihio1.ls assaults and 1,335 river patrols. The 

TIAG's w"re also employed in routine troop lifts, escort missions, 

IIGFS, and PSYOP3 and Civic Action operations. 

Support~ a VC National Pollce reaotion force and VNN LDNN 

on 4-5 August, riverine craft of RAG 31 of the Fourth Riverine 

patrolled the river/canal ftoom the northern end of the lUng Thit­

Nicholai 'WateI"'WaY (XS 276237) to the small village of Tam Binh t'Welve 

miles sot;th of Vinh Long (XS 10)107). L9.te in the afternoon of 

4 August :he RAG's fired their guns in preparation for a sweep by the 

National Pollee one mile east of Tam Binh (XS 138137). There were 

negative results from the sweep and the RAG continued to patrol until 

j,.,lt after midnight when they inserted the seven LDNN for a night 

guardpost. In the morning the lDNN returned to the RAG boats with the 

report that they had kiUed one va and vounded tw others during the 

night. The)' also had destroyed two hootches and captured one grenade. 
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RAG 24 units de;:arted Phu Cuong (XT 806138) on the moX'llitlg of 

7 ';'UCU;;t wit;, elements of the 5th AriVN Division embarked. \ihilc they 

transited the Sai~on P~ver towards Ben Sue, 26 miles northwest of 

JRigon and eighteen miles upstream from Phu Cuong (XT 754354), ~~ey 

received a single B-40 rocket from the west bank. As the rocket fell 

harmlessly in the river, the, ~·:AC'ls released their batteries on a VC 

who Has 1enving the scene of the incident. The force completed their 

t ;'lnsH to the northwest Hithout further interruptions. A ground 

s8,'lrch b;: the ARVN ur,i ts the following day three miles southeast of 

Ben :>uc (;';T 620313) yielded two three-day old 'Ie bodies, one AK-47 

and 100 kiloO'aI:ls of rice. The rice and the AK-I;l were in a serarate 

location. 

"ftc." AHVN and llF troops were loaded '\board RAG 25/29 units on 

24 A;J£Ust at Ga }le.U (WR 165145), the amphibious force got underway 

and proceeded wst on the narrow Ganh Hao River to the intersection 

of the Ong Doc River. Turning south on the Ong Doc River, the riverine 

craft traveled another six miles (WR 04$076) before they stopped in 

order to put the soldiers ashore. Continuing south the VNN paralleled 

the troop sweep. Sniper fire ws received during this part of the 

opera tion which wounded one VNN. One campany returned to the boats 

that afternoon while the lest remaiIled ashore. The RAG beached their 

craft for the evening (WR 004042). The following morning they traveled 

farther south (VR 998040) where the one oampeny ws put ashore ai'ter 

the VNN h.'ld prepared the beach with thei: arD'8IIlent. Throughout the 

day the VNN el-tracted the ground units; ollOe they were all on board 
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the bOlts r"turned to Ca !·:au. The ground units accounted for 30 

eead '!~, three VC suspects, Qleven p,'rsonal Heapons, and 500 rouncs 

of Ai;-47 aIi1'TIunition. Four ;,~ Vll '.:ere kiJ~ed and two others wounded. 

ene u._,. ","cvisor attached to the lTound units "'as also wOUJ1ded. 

;\ higher degree of utilization of P.AI[, , s 70 through 75 \-las 

evidenced in :<ugust as cCr.l!)(,red w~ th July with increases in the n=ber 

of river P" trols and amphibious operations from 902 to 1,007 and from 

365 to 624 respe~t·Lv81y. ,:.',ID's 70, 71, and 73 were heavily cOll'.mitted 

to GEm SLIt'G:'>HOT opero.t.ions wit.h lU,ID 70 operation L'om ~!obile 

Base II on t.he Vam Co Tay Hiver at Tc.n An and :AID's 71 and ?3 operating 

from Sen Luc on the Vam Co Dong. Light to moderate contact for the 

H~ID' s during the month accounted for 26 hostile fire incidents. The 

V11t: Here credited with eighteen VC killed (three probable) at the loss 

of eight VNN killcd and 43 'INN \-Iounded. (See discussion of GLINT 

SLIiiG:.,jIOT crunp:dgn in Operation SM LOBDS Swnmary section for further dAt.Ri 13). 

HAID 72 ',las stationed at Chau Doc and was employed in river operations on the 

Vinh Te Canal. (See discussion of Border Interdiction Campaign in 

Operation SEA LORIS Summary section for further details.) 

RAID's 7/. and 75 supported Brigade "A" of the VNl-lC under the 

operational oontrol ,.,f the 21st ARVN Division in thE! 1l0rthMstern 

portion of Base Area 483 in Chuong Thien Province. RAID 74 units in 

company with three river craft of the 18th P.F Boat Compmy were enroute 

on 13 August fram Vi Thanh on the Cai Tu River to the VNMC fire support 

base at the intersection I)f the Cal Tu and Cal Lon Rinrs (WF. ]69(93) 
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lIhen th'JY "ere flc:bu:3hed 1:i th four cOJ:'Jcand detonated nines, fifteen 

:::PG rOlmds, ('.nci [lutor..n. t3.c Hen.;:0ns fire from both banks. The uni tn 

returned ":18 fire and clea:':ed the area. Elnemy casualtie5 were 

U':l;:nJ!ll3.nG. friendly c"slL'lltio3 \.Iere linited to three '1111: slightly 

' .. ;oundec :1.nd ninor shrapnel holes in the superstructure of one 4~:3Pi3. 

(n 16 Al.l\;ust ;,_',TIJ 74 conducted a troop lift eleven miles sOclth­

'c'ot of Vi 7h"nh on the Cai Lon River (from ;,R353670 to ,.TI372702). 

iroc-, 17-20 ,\Ui;;U:Jt the Ol:ll'hibious operations moved to the northeast 

ccnu the Ra Jh ::w)c Trone; (from .,TI378707 to .• RlS3670). ,lh11e searching 

t!1G rher ban.k::; on the 19th, tile 'nn: "ounded one evading VC and 

uncovered three ,U'C rouno s in crude \.Iooden and pipe launcher3, six 

,,r,':r,,,des, four mines of various typeG, and 400 feet of electrical \iiI'e. 
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:Jlu'ing the r.1onth t;:c 'ii.otnamese ~hrine Corps and their U .;:" 

L'lr:i.ne Corp::·- .-./!vi:-.;ors continued op!.Jra~ion3 in the Third and :onrth 

8'.:.'t:. ,·d th the employrnen t 0,: ... :1e:,_~:,:".onnel as ~.i(~nod to t.}L. six. il1.to..ntry 

nf:'L;l:.i.,·i. :"j,e to light cont.act t~'L'i tall units cxpcrienccG. "K1.~; rr;flEc~ed 

in the lO',J nlU.1Der of enel.lY c:.LsU1;1.1ties in C01Jrs..ri:::on t.::. the Jul~r fibure. 

€-ighteen ~IC \-"e!'e captured r 

~~ncl one VC ralli:2d. !<arir e c~:!.sl.lalti6s ,,,ere: alnlost identical +'0 those 

of JD.2.y 1.'i.th i':'f+.een Tnrinc3 killed 3.nd another 63 Hotulded. Enemy 

,::in€l> continued to take th"ir' toll as 50~; of all l'l8.rine casunlties 

\Jere CD. u.sed b:r mine[;. 

Frorr. 1-30 August Erir;aJc ",,' including the Brigade He",dc,llaI·ters, 

the Second and Fourth Infant:y :3a ttulions, and Battery .~ of the First 

.,rtillpry Battalion condt;cted reconnui ssance in force operations in the 

nortLeastern portion of Ease '.rea 483 in Chuone Thien Province, r.; 

~lZ. The miszion of the I1ric;nde \1n8 to open the East_1"rest route 

bot-Ieen Vi Thanh and Rach Gll>. ru.J tc open the North-South portion of 

Eoute 12 in thelr area of operation. Under the operational control 

of the 21st ·\lm; Division, the Farincs, who were supported by the VillI 

RAIL's 74 and 75, Provi~ce Reconnaissance Units, National Field Police, 

and Revolutionary Development Cadre, had negligible activity until 

15 AUgI!8t when the First Battalion, which had been at the Thu Duc 
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loc;~ 01.' O:~C '_'i.rine killed D.!lC: t\,'O ' .. .-otu1deo. Three da)"s l.:-~ter .)n 

13 :· .. u,--,u~t the ?irst ~attalion ::-usto.ineu two IT:.:1,rines killed and 

Enon:: CQ:::l)~~l -: e:; ~.fel'e not dct'~'TI"'...ined. l~",relve miles southYJcst of Vi 

on ;:::6 .<uc;ust tae Second Sattalion discover~<i a )0 

hed disp6n:,o.:-y ·.·!~l::'ch they su~ sequently destroyed. (They also cartured 

2;:0 8:o,..!, ffi'l:!'t.e.r rounds, t. ue 3-40 rounds, and t·.·'O rolls vi: cornmtmieation 

Fire. Duri!1G the sene ope:r.: t ion one VNN \.las l{illed c.nd one VNrJ and one 

VJ1: \ler8 'lounced when tHO (aD boats were taken under fire "hile they 

were att"r.n:-tinc to n.cover three !:?G rounds and three launchers thnt 

t;,e;r h&d dgr..ted along the bunk. :lith the operation concluded on 

JO .lugust, the ;;rigade rotul'lwd to Thu Due i:or a period of stend-<iClm. 

Br:iLade "~,, which includes the Third and Filth InJ:antry Pattalions, 

and Battc'Y E of the Second Artillery Battalion continued rcconnaissCl.nc" 

in force operations in Bien Hoa Provinoe under the operational control 

of the II Corre Tactical Zone until 15 August when the Brigade returned 

to Thu Due and Saigon in order to stand-do\JIl for the remainder of the 

mnnth. The only significant incident oocurred on 2 August (YJ225899) 

~hen the Fifth Battalion killed eight VC in a fight with a company 

size force of VC. 
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·~_nci. h'l::.n C'::.LXT~r.tn;; out rCcorL'1.ai::i;~~ce OPC)"::.i.ionfi lLTlder tho control of 

-:'hc LonL., ~~ien Special Zone in the vicinity of 3ien Hoa air hase. 

~i'hcre "'Ta~ neGo.tive cont:!ct th.·ough 15 :~U611st. The E3.tt.alion r(,,:turr..ed 

1-,0 th(dr '.;'11n Duc 1>-3.5e ca:'lr: :;.nr' 1,·n1.S pL'1ced in ~ one hour standby to JG:3. 

',!hen t:10 Third !la. ttalion relieved the Fifth '?,attalion on ~l :"UCnst, 

th, Fifth S[ltt<'ll"on revert.ed to a st.a,1d-do,,n statu" for the reminder 

cof the' ,,:onth. 

The Fourth 3r:ttalion, ,!hich ret1ll'ned to its b aso =p at VUl1!; Tau 

on 3 Au[;ust, ',las in a reserve status through 31 AUbllilt. 

',:ith ono plato0l1 0,' 3attery D providing the artillery support, 

the 3b:th Battalion ,,,rfonnr.rl rcconnaicsance in force and sectll'ity 

operc.tions north of Bien Hoa under the control of the Long Bien Special 

Zone. Light contact on 10 ,~u,,;ust \.lith a 'Ie squad resulted in t\.lO 'Ie 

killed. During a night guardpost on 16 Au"c-ust the marines confronted 

anoth8r ':~ squad. Four VC \.IerG killed and tHO B-40 rounds, three B-40 

fuses, and 100 ruunds of AK-47 annmmition \.Iere taken into custody. 

Hith no f'urther contact the Sixth Battalion moved to the vicinity of 

HiG!r,TaY 1 between Bien Hoa and long Binh (YT03$l26) on 25 August e.nd 

a')sumed the III GTZ staruiby r,' serve asaignmen't. 

Batteries B and C of the First Artillery Battalion remained at 

the Thu Due base camp for the un tire month. Battery E joined Batteries 

B aLd C after completing operations with Brigade "B" on 15 August. 
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';'''0 platoons of' :3attery D provided cunfiru support from their 

positions at Cat lai. The remrinin" plntoon \laS s'.:.ationcd at Thu 

Due. Battery F spent a second month supporting operation8 in the 
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VIETO'M}1E.SE NAVJ:.. 

Daill A'/ernge Searched Detalned 

~ tmrl ~ People Junks 

COAS','AL FORCE 
1 48.4 46.8 20,532 70,8'9 92 

II 43.5 42.7 26,593 73,981 113 
III 47.3 46 0 0 9,260 28,31,6 88 

IV 33.4 33.2 L2M 24,672 21 
Sub-total::&: 63,951 197,818 314 

.. FL&::r CO!1.'lJ.NO 
PATROL SHIPS 26.1 24.3 2,677 11,007 11 

PCF/..wB's 1) • 5 10.6 2,~82 8,5U9 16 

RI'JfRINE AltEA 121.9 121.4 5,928 24,120 0 
RAG CRJ,FT 

n'r 211 65.0 55.3 4,2~8 9,582 0 

ftC uITI-:'\L TASK 7ll.S 65.7 2.400' ',4,005 _0_ 
Fcn':E --- TCfl'ALS: 84,';()6 265,041 341 

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS: 

VC/I"IA KIA---1L Captured~ Subjects 0etained~ 

VNMC: MlA. __ -----'O~ ___ _ 

HOI CHANH 

" Providecl 44 gunfire support missions. 

# Includes RAG 27, RAG 81, RAG 91, and RPG 51. 

GROUP 4 
Dmmgraded .It J year intervale 
Declassified afte r 12 years 
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FSYCIlCLOGICAL OP;';];.d'ICI':'; A:iD CIVIC ACTICN 3U1·L.RY 

.Uthcur;h nC't as significant a s the r'Jcord Chieu Hoi rate of' 

:208 in July, a total of' fHteen Hot Chanh rallied to U,S. and VictllB.I:leGe 

Navy "."uft during AUgu5t. Hunger and heavy personnel losses were 

generally the reasons most retunlees gave for abdicating. One Hoi 

Chanh \·!as reported to have led a U.S. unit to a VC hospital complex 

',,,here he h:!d worked a3 a medic .. 

The );,,jYlm; lind Civic Action effort in the R.:3SZ has continued ~.t a 

high )r"al Hi i,n r.cc;u1ar aeri.?l leaflet drops, loudspeaker operations, 

and 1·2];0,,1':';. Seabee units working in the tl.1't>a haV(l completed repairs 

on three VNM: artillery ,i tes and construction of' several oOI!l!!llll.i ty 

rrojects in An Thoi Dong Village (vicinity XS995640). D"' .. ng '-.) U.S. 

Navy LHFT P3YOP6 mission conducted on 13 August fo-~een miles southeast 

of' ~aigon (Y~D70770 to Y3C9D750), there were 65,000 Chieu Hoi passes and 

28,000 safe conduct passes dropped from the helos. The small village. 

of Tan Thanh twenty three miles southeast of Saigon (YSll4536) was the 

scene of a U • .:3.!VN HIIDCAF on 24 August. The U • .3. mecl.ical personnel 

treated 233 patients and dusted off one seriously ill VN child to the 

36th Evs.cuation Hospital. at Vung Tau. other U.S. and VN talked with 

the people and distributed 200 health !dts, 150 Republlc of Vietnm.; 

flags, 75 Rural Lif'e mgazinas, 500 "Today" DlJWspe.pers, and lCO balloons. 

Operation SEl ~LOA.T, the jG1nt USN/VNN pacU'1oat10n effort on th., 

l""er Ca Mau Peninsula near Old Nam. Can Cit,. (VQ99267J), was expanded 



aricin in _iugust IIi th the rtrrivn1 or ::';;F Hontagnard troop~1 and U.S. 

';i:4L's at the beginning of the month and 'niH Coastal Group 41 junka 

at t!1e end of the month. 'Ihe U.J. PC:~"IS and Jea\.[olves at S~·~ FLC1~T 

were employed extensively \lith the troops nnd this resulted in a 

reduction in their P3Yvt3 Rf'fort. Thin sitl)dtion was r.artially 

::,clicved "i til the arrival of the 'INN junks. As of 31 August a total 

01 3L: hours of I";YCPci broudcasts has been logged by SM FLOAT forces. 

There ,·!ere 1,6'7 ne" visitors to SEA FLOAT in August, since the 

inception of the operation 15,345 people have visited the cOl1)plex, 

and 730 families ha-ge indicated a def,ire to resettle, while 146 families 

ruo.ve "ctually returned to Nam C"n. A thriving woodcutting community 

has developed in the vicinity of the Cai Nhap Canal ('/'~088nO). Along 

approxi=tely eight small canals off the Clla Lon River and just west 

of the Cai Nhap 25 hootches have been constructed housing approximately 

160 people. An estimated 15: junks which stay from three to five days 

are nestled wi thin the canals. In order to set aside a safe area for 

use by the >Toodcutters " no fire zone has been established IIhich generally 

coincides with the area in which mo::t of the woO<lcutters have settled. 

The good ne,," of SEA FLOAT and the protection in the area hHs been 

spreading fast as junks and S8l1lp6.lls from as far allay as Vinh Long, 

Rach Gia, Ha .Tien, and Chau Doc have arrived in the area. 

Seabee Team 7102 located at Phuoo Le City (13380616), completed 

the construction ot tbree sets of playground equipment to be utilized 

in the Phuoc Tuy Provinoe sohools. Five more sets are scheduled tor 
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'))·o·jllc1.i.,:-~r'.. In!~ : .. d?:1il~_r !1roject tHO sHing sets '·Jere fa.brico..ted 

":r ~e"bcc Tn;&. :::14 sk ticned at Phu Vinh (:-Jl4b3!7]) ,:mo \lere dorutcd 

:0 the loc"l school. VGhgsrs of the tiny h".mlct of E9.O Vinh thirty 

five "nes ""st-northeast of Saigon (YT472117) had no conven:',mt 

::lethod '-J:; which to cross a can'll in order to get to their r"!'IP.lands. 

oe:1bee :>al1 ~Jl04 <1O "'king out of XUdn Loc (YT4b2081) respvnded to their 

request and constr'.lcted a. single two ceter by seven meter single span 

wooden hridGe. 

The Naml SupPQrt Activity Danang nedicRl personnel conduc'.,d 

voluntn,-y ',wrk a t the Stella Haris Dispen3ary and the Halteser Hospital 

in DananG. Dermatology, orthopedic, surgical, and urolo6~ clinics were 

held \,reekly at th" N~A hospital. Hare than 35,000 Vietnamese civilians 

were treated by U';;N and VIa HEDCAP teams throughout the Republic of 

Vietnam. :t typ10al Hl::.1)CAP cpention took place on 6 August at the Ly 

ilang :Jan D9.u Catholic Orphanage (YD768251) just south"ast of Hue. One 

lTJII co!"!,sm.'1n and Clearwa tar F:m sailor's including VIDl AC~'OV trainees 

treatec thirty children and distributed 200 school kits, 200 bars of 

soap,a!'d 80 plastic food trILya. Following th" 1·l<:DCAP the Vietnamese 

children serenaded the USN and 'INN sailors as a demonstration of their 

appreciation. 

ll7 



UNCLASSIFHJl 

USN CIVIC ACTION S'!'ATISTICAL SU~!ARY 
25 JUNE - 25 JULY 1969 

TOTAL NUMBER OF HI-N-DAYS (10 hr. days) P&RSONNEL OF UNITS ENGAGIW 
IN CIVIC ACnON PttOJU":7S: 4665 

COST OF SUPPLI;;;S CONTliIBUTliU BY HILITAliY llliSOURC]O;S Faa CIVIC 

ACTIU:, PlWJECl'S : 

EXPENDITURES FROM THE US!FWM1IF CIVIC ACTION PSYIiAR FUND: 

vN.$ 5.845.210 

VN$ 172.130 

VN$ 406.802 VOLUNTARY CONTliIBUTlONS ; 

PERC]O;NTAGE OF US HlLl1'ARY crlIc ACTION ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED 

JUINTLY ',iLT,L 

other FIVMAF 
RVNAjo' 
U.S. Civilian voluntary 8een~ies 
Average percent of se] . .f -heJ.!) by "'IN 

a. Labor 
b. Material 

PROGRAMS 

Economic Development 
Educati(ln 
Social \,elfare 
Tl'ansportat ion 
Refugee 

INSTl TUT;;;S ASSISTSIJ: 

Schools 
f'oepit.als/Diepensaries 
Orphar.ages 
others 

UNCUS"l7IID na 

civilians 

l~n Days 

460 
535 

2.724 
578 

Number 
60 

27 

Fercent 

71g. 

Expenditures (VN$) 

70,136 
303,098 

5.324.619 

> • 





On 11 Aur.;ust, ten 1'3".'s forrJaliy nS"iened to River Division 574 

of 'IT li6 \Jere '.IDofficinlly turned over to the 'Jid:uunese Navy during 

a br tef ceremony lit NIn 3e. The ne",l.' ac~uired I'll',:, S joined three 

other units to bring the tot..'ll n,LClber of boats assigned to HPG 52 

up to thirteen PTe' s. T\lclve of the units are ascigned to the opera-

tional conkol of the VIm Commander of the ::SSZ; the last boat is 

responsible to the Capital Ililitary District f'.)r nigh;; patrols on the 

SaiGon HiveI'. The units assigned to the ~GSZ are in the process of 

re 1ie"!in~ U.;. !'8?' s that "re operllting in the 

The LGU 1475 \JUs decommissioned and turned over to the Vietl1aJc.ese 

Navy <.luring formal ceretl0nies on 30 August at the First Coastal Zene 

Headquarters locatedat the Danang Naval Base. Rear Adniral Bonner, 

Co=nder U.S. Naval Support Acti,ity Danang, represented the United 

States and pre3~rted the craft to Commander Thom, Commander First 

Coast·,l Zone. The acceptance of the LeU by Connnander Thom culminated 

for the ne", Vietnamese ere'" weeks of inport indoctrinations and under-

way trai~tng which included local cargo operations and fa~~liarization 

trips to other ports in II CTZ. 

The first phase-in of VNN personnel into the ACTOVLCG Craft l~in­

tenance System began near the end of July and the first part of Aug-

ust with tha arrival ot the VIlli personnel to the various NSA activities 

throughout the Republic of Vietnam. The concept of this program is 
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to provide tho Vietnamese on tlle job tr,lining which will lead to 

their eventual e,ss'-11l'.pt'~on of nll the ',;ork of thfl rep"ir departments. 

As of 31 August there were ,~O~: 1flr.r per30lUlel tUlcerboing on the job 

training for craft r.Jaintenanco; there "eree55 enrolled in 'nm class 

IIA," 80110018 of craft r:1ainte:lG.{lCe. 

The V!m logi3tics o,'C,nimtion ·"hich is in the initial st.9.ges 

of developl:J.cnt had 35 1;11:1 m::-·:llled in base maintenant!e schools or 

in training and th~re \.[ere :,)0 iJK'o and 50 SK's attending 1:11.'1 school 

at the e~ of the nonth. 

'.Ii thii1 tho training prograJ" the l.arge drawdown of VNN personnel 

frOIn oper" ting forces to ,.an turnover craft has caused a general 

lowering of the maint.enance readiness. This situation is expected 

to improve as school and OJT [,'Te.dUll tes become availablll during the 

next tuelve months. A stronger emphasis is being placed on publication 

trallJlation, procarement of training aids, leadership training and 

recruiting. 
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C'10SSAHY G}' ABBllEVIATIWS 

The fo-~l()\"'lr:'f! ;:Jbbreviation~., and te1"~S are cOnL'TIonly 'lSOO in the combat 

~"one by <111 afenc~e:: and are listed here in amplification of those used jn 

th'_; text: 

A C:' 'JB 

ATe 

Attack by fire 

II multi-purpose barge, 8tandard 2ize is t\-1enty-eight feet 

by ninety feet 

Ar~ of the Republic of Vietnam 

Assa'lH Support Patr).1 Boat 

~rmored Troop Carrier 

Advance Tactical S~pport Base 

Automatic ,!eapons 

Black Pony/Bronco CV -10 THin Engine Turboprop Counterinsurgency Aircraft 

CCB 

CG 

CHICO;'! 

CIDG 

CHD 

CRIP 

CS 

CTZ 

CZ 

Delta Hawk 

Com~d and Co~~unications Boat 

Coastal Group (VilN) 

Chinese Communist 

Civilian Irregular Defense Groups - mercenaries of Viet­

namese, Laotian, Cambodian descent who fight primarily 

around own villages 

Capital Military District 

Civilian Reco~~aissance Intelligence Platoon 

Tear gas grenades 

Corps Tactical Zone 

Coastal Zoos 

Mohawk OV-1C aircraft 
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COW.i'ID~NTLtL 

ihstoff (~edi.cal 8vac·Jat:or. by heli..copter 

Y.!H!my i..nit.L~.tecl firei'.i.ght 

F Lre ,s upport 58.~:e 

::;'ree 1:.:orld. l~j.lit.::try A~;.'3:i..stance Forces 

GIJA Goo "Damage ASSe;3:len t 

C'f' Government of Vietna.m 

Harassment and Interdicti.on Fire Support 

,loint General ~taff (ARV:i) 

Et Carson Scouts Former Viet Cong uho have COT:1e over to the side of the 

:.aigon government and serve rJith allied military unib~ 

LAFI' light Attack Fire Team (OV-10's) 

~.A1·· Light Itnti-t",..,k Feapon 

J CPT I,ar.ding Craft, Personnel, Large 

LiJNil Vietnamese eo.'..l.ivalent.. of USN underwater demolition team 

LHFT :.ight Helo Fire Team 

Lell GH -6 Light Observa ti on Helicopter 

LHB? Long Range neconnaissance Patrol 

VlACV Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 

MATSB Mobile Advance Tactical Support Base 

MEDCAP Hedical Civic Acti<m Program 

MaJITOR Heavily armored LCM-6 (LOmm cannon or 105nnn howitzp.r) 

MRB Mobile Riverine Base 

MRF Mobile Riverine Force 

MSB MinsBWeeper, Boat 

MSD MineS'lftleper, Drone 



'. 
-. 

;:3.0. 

?syops 

FUill 

)lAG 

RFfPF 

RSSZ 

5AR 

SEA~:GLF 

SHADU,j 

Si\D!11ER 

SITC" 

SPOOKY 

55B 

CuUFIiJr.;WJ7 I.i.L 

-'ob'.le .strike Force - mercenar;'es who deploy and go 

anyHhere 

naval Gtmfire S1.lppcrt 

]\:ava~ Tntelligence liaison Cfficer 

::ight Cbservation Device 

;.; Grth Vietna'iese Ar;ny 

Patrol Poat) n iver 

,'atrol Craft, :'ast (SHU'!' Boat.) 

?rovh1cial Reconnaissance Untt 

0rovincial Sector Advisor 

i)sychological Gperations 

River Assault Division 

Pi 'fer Assault ,Group (VNN) 

Ri "er Assa'.llt and Interdiction Division (VHH) 

River Assault Squadron 

:1.egional Forces/Popular Forces 

Rocket Propelled Grenade 

Rung Sat Special Zone 

Search and Rescue 

UH - 1 B Helo, heavily armed, USN opera ted 

C-119 aircraft 

20' fiberglass rowboat 

UH- iB Helo 

C-47 .. ircraft 

Swimmer Support Boat (skimmer) 
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STAll S&~I. Team Assault Boat 

Tactical Are" ·,f Hespcn2itility 

USA~V United States Ar~, Vietna~ 

Vietnamese :-'larine Corps 

Fla:1e thrower equipped ATC or ;'!CNITOR 

1,laterborne Guarposts 
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