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OPERATIUN SEA_LURDS_SUMMANY

During the month of August, Uperation SEA LURDS, combining the efforts
of elements of the Coastal Surveillahcc, River Patrol, and ﬁobile Aiverine -
Forces (the latter for the Jast time since it was disestabliﬁhﬁd‘on 25 Aﬁg—
ust) in coordination with other U.,5. and Vietnamese Forces, plécod increased
emphasis on interdicting enemy infiltration routes from Cambodia, At the
2ame time these forces continued to pacify vital trans-Delta waterways and
to harrass the enemy in his base areas,

Several changes were made in the various campaigns during the month,
the first of which was on 6 August when CTG 116,11 assunmed the designator CTG
194.3 ard became commander of the Search Turn (Rach Gia) Campaign. At the
same time, COMRIVDIV 513 vacated CTU 116.1.3 and assumed 194.3.2 as did COM
RIVDIV 553 when he assumed 194.3.2 from CTU 116.1.0. Hal 3 DET 8 assumed 194.3.3
in another change. The (W-10's previously under the operational control of SkA
LORLS reverted back to TF 116 although they continued to support SEA LORDS
forces. Finally, TF 117 was disestablished on 25 August with the remaining
Navy components being redesignated the Riverine Strike Group under Commander
Task Group 194.7 and taking over the responsibility for the Song Vam Co patrol
on 28 Auguat and for the Cho Gao Canal on the last of the month.

Uverall activity for the 3Ea LURDS campaigns increased significantly in
August with 585 enemy killed by all the SEA LORDS forcee this month, August
ranks higher than any other previous month in terms of enemy casualties in-
flicted and is significantly greater than July when 354 enemy were killed (ex-
cluding Search Turn).The same is true for hostile fire incidents which in-
areased from 217 in July to 253 in August. These increased results were not
without cost to USN and VNN forces as their casualties doubled from & killed

and 43 wounded in July to 13 killed and 90 wounded in August.
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{peration Giant Slingshot was initiated to interdict the enemw's irfil-‘-3 ¢
tration of men and supplies from the "Parrot's Beak“ area of Cambodia into

Vietnam. It is A combined operation involving the effprts ‘of the three maJor.

7. S. Yavy Task Forces (until TF 117 was-disestablishédldﬁ-25-Auéust),7Viét- o
namese River Assault Groups, and U. S. and ARVN ground troopé. :During Aggust,
an average of 72 FBR's, 29 RAC's, 3 MSM's, and 1,9 VN craft (for a total of 183)
were committed to Giant Slingshot. _

Despite the fact th:t the number of hostile fire inéidents (122 in August
versus 118 in July) and the number of two boat patrols conducted (1752 in Aug-
ust versus 1765 in July) were similar for the two months, casualties for both
sides were up significantly during August. Enemy killed by USN and ViN uriits
increased from 147 in July to 216 in August. Similarly, casualties for the
Navy forces increased from four killed and twenty-three wounded to ten killed
and sixty-nine wounded.

The TAR's for most 19L.9 Task Units were medified at the end of July
and were in effect throughout the month of August. The realipgnment was -
made taking into consideration district boundariss, Army AQ's, and artillery
fans in the respectlve areas in order to provide the optimum in coordination
and to eliminate any problems of mutual interference. On 28 August, CTG 194.7
(Riverine Strike Force) assumed the TAOR for the Song Vam Co between the

confluence Vam Co Dong/Vam Co Tay and the juncture of the Vam Co/Soi Rap

formerly patrolled by L ASPB's of TE 194.9.4. The new boundaries are de-
iineated on the asset locator that follows the incident narrative and SEA

LORDS statistica.
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The incident narratives which fwllow have been chosan to:prdéide an

overview of activity/combat sperations in the Giant_Slingshot area of op-

erations:

Cn the morning of 3 August, VHNU RAID 73 units picked up the_Dﬁc.ﬁoa
District Chief, the Assistant District Chief, the Duc Ho# RF Company 362,
and the Duc Hoa District CRIP Platoon from District Headquarters and inserted
them on the west bank of the Vam Cc Dong River across from Hiep Hoa. The |
CaiF platoon with the Digtrict Chief and the Assistant Chief patrolled south

snto a recently vara*ed YC base camp located approximately two miles south-

east of Hiep Hoa. With the aid of a metal detector, the GRIP platoon recovered

a well preserved cache containing 32 82mm mortar rounds, 12 ©Omm mortar rounds, .

p-L0 rockets and propellent charges, B cases of detonators, 2 cases of

Chicom grenades, 1 LO 1b anti-tank mine, and 1 Chicom dish type claymore mine.

" Jet prior to midnight on 5 August, two PBR's of ™ 194.9.2 were in
waterbornz guardpost positions ten miles northwest of Tan An {(xs L59 732)
on the Vam Coc Tay River when they observed movement on the beach. The
°D%'s took the area under fire with unknown results and without receiving
return fire. The following day, local intelligence sources reported that
four VG/iVA were killed in the action, one of whom was shot in the head
and another in the abdomen. This information correspond® te troop reports
of intestines and bload trails in the area.

In an operation based on intelligence reports of an enemy commo=-l.iaison
station located approximately tem miles soatheast of Ben Luc (XS 698 625),
4. &, Wavy SEAL's accompanied by two VNN 1Dill's were inserted on the west
bank of the Vam Co Deng River about a mile east of their objective by LCPL
in the evening on 6 August. Taking up positions around the target area,

the SEAL's observed a two man armed roving patrol and 16-20 men conversing
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in hoctches. At five minutes after nldnlght the SLAL‘S 1n1tiated autian and' A
ceaseéd fire after 15 minutes to allew firing runs by qeawolves and Black

“ony aircraft thzt had been called in and were nolﬁing in the area; Artil-

lery was cz'led in after the airstrikes for illumination of the sitg Ihile‘a_

search was conducted that revealed four VC/NVA bodies along with numerous
hlood trails, two AX-L7's, two X-54 pistols, and 30 kilos of documents. There
were no friendly casualties.

In the early evening on 6 August, an Army ébsevvati&n aircraft. spotted
VO running along a s7all canal off the west wank of the Yam Co Dong.ﬁifef
two miles south of Hiep Hoa (XT LLO OLi2). Seawolvas on patrol nearby were
vacrtored to the area and coordinated with a PBR patrol from RIVDIV 552.' A-
I2P team 1n ambush positions nearby »nd the aircrafi fired into thé.aréa'
witn automatic weaponis. The LRRP monitored a burst of AK-L7 fir: directed
at tne cunmchips from a treeline 200 meters to the south and the PBR patrol
that was standing by proceeded to the area and placed M-60 fire and LOmm
rrenades into the treeline. As the gurships departed to rearm and refuel
at Juc Hoa, the FAC observed three more VG running from the area. Artillery
was then cailed in (reaction time of 6 minutes) resulting in one VC killed
and two VC orobably killed. At this time, the PBR's received 2 or 3 rounds
of small arms fire from the east bank of the river and closing the bank re-
turned fire with LOmn and CS grenades., One man seen running away was taken
under fire and was observed as he fell into the panal by the_PﬁR patrol
and the FAC. By now, two additicnal patrols of PBR's had moved in to assist,
one ol which had a LRRP team embarked which wads inserted to search for

bodies. After insertion, the team heard movement and voices very near their

position and initiated contact with claymores and automatic weapcos. The
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team maried its flanks for extraction and immediately £héféhf£;f19%§erieﬁc;dy
a large explosion - poszsibly a booby trap or mine sel off when_thé,ﬁaam o
shifted positions. Cne of the PDR patrols placed fire on the teaﬁ's "‘
flanks and moved i: for extraction. Due to parsonnel casu#lties among the
IRRP's, they could not be immediately extricted. Another patrol of boats
moved in and PBR sailors jumped ashore to establish a 1éhding zone for the
dust off helo while other crewmen administered :irst aid. Air evacuation
of seriously wounded personnel-ias accomplished with the ncw returned LHFT
providing overhead cover and later placing an additional strike on the con-
tact area. ‘Ipon completion-of the strike, additional LRRP's returned to
the contact area and retrieved the field gear.éflthe woundéd in action.
Friendly casualties amounted to two U. S. Army tro@ps killed and four
wounded (two serious). Enemy casualtiés'were cne VC killed and three VC
protably killed.

Cn 10 August, U, 5. Navy SEAl.'s led by a Hol Chan attempted recovery

of two reported irtelligence caches. After insertion by LSSC and PBR six

miles nortavest of Ben luc on the east bank of the Vam CoiDong.Hiver
(XS 558 £22), the SEAL's patrolled 30C meters to the south where they
found 70 £Zmm mortar rounds in a bomb crater. After extraction, the SEAL's
were reinserted 3’z miles down river and found the secand reported cache
site, however, it had been emptied within the past 72 hours,

In the morning on 12 August, two Seawolves of TU 194.9.8 were placing
a strike for U, S. Army Special Forces at Duc Hoa when they were called to
support TU 1%4.9.3 units in contact two miles north of Hiep Hoa on the Vam

Co Dong River (XT L15 105). The LHFT expended remaining ammnition, re-

turned to base and refueled, and sortied to the contact area to cover troop
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insertion, receiving and supressing small arms fire in the process. Upon

release by CTG 194.9.3, the Seawolves proceeded to assist U. S. Army units
four miles southwest of Duc ¥ea, placing a strike on a bunker éomplez:. with e
assistance from a 'JSAF TAC. %Vhile rearming, the Seawolves were agaln ..-
scrambled, this time to support TV 19};.9.hL wvits who had spotted 8-10 VC o
on the river bank of the Vam Co Tay five miles west northwest of Tuyen
“hon where they placed a strike. The two Seawolves, during the morning's
operatims, expended 27,000 rounds of 7.62mm and 70 2,75" rockets. Later in ﬁhc
day, (W-10's from TU 116,4.9 placed an airstrike in a wooded area 8 miles west
of Muc Hoa (18 910 915). Ground units broke contact to allow the airstrike,
and heliborne units cbserved the strike devastate the main eneny position
which resulted in 15 VC probably killed. .‘ -

Just after midnight on the 14th of August, TE 194.9.5.1 units cansisting
of a Vi%i CCB and two USN ATC's were an routine patrol of the Vam Co Dong 6
miles southwest of Tay Ninh with ane platoon of ARVN Airborme Ready Reaction
Troops when they were called to respand to an enemy attack on an ARVN Airborme
base camp. The units made approximately ten firing runs end provided canstant
iliumination for the %ase camp.Receiving return fire on all runs; it was quickly
suporessed. The USA advisor at the base camp coordinatec TAGLIR, gunship,
and artillery strikes in the area where en estimated :hree enemy battalionz
were assaulting the base. The Navy was credited with 20 out of the 73 VC
killed by tody count while suffering no casualties, The ARW lost 1k
killed and had L3 personnel wounded. In addition, the ARVN captured two
VC and L2 enemy weapms. |

Four PBR's of RIVDIV 592, on routine patrol of the Vﬁm Co Dong River

ten miles southeast of Tay Ninh, were ambushed just before midnight on 13
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August receiving heavy recoiless rifle fire. The mits took several hits,

suffered personnel casualties, and attempted to clear to the south. Due to
commmnications difficulties, the patrnl officer transferred to the cover
boat which soon began sinking. The wounded personnel were taken off the
cover boat, but the patrol officer was not recovered. Listed as missing

in actim, he was subsequently declared killed in action. Brencc aircraft
were called in and received heavy automutic weapons fire-over the target.
TACAIR was then requested and piaced strikes, An additional PBR patrol

was dispatched to assist, and when they arrived on the scene, they received
heavy enemy fire which resulted in one of the boats having to beach due

to exéessive floeding., VYeapons and persannel were removed from the beached
craft without sustaining casualties. Artillery was called in and RF troops
were [ifted to the area to provide security. Jalvage operaticns began at
first light and by that afternoon, both boats had bean recovered and <one
was helo-1lifted to Tra Cu, and the other was towed to Go Dau Ha. ierdly
casualties were one Sl killed and eight USN and three VNN wounded. Ensmy
casualties were unlnown.

Two PBR's of RIVDIV 534 were on routine patrol of the Vam Co Dong
River eight miles south southwest of Tay Ninh (XT 288 377) when they re-
ceived four B-LO rockets and autoratic weapens flre at 2025 on 1k August.
(ne of the boats took a B-l0 hit which ruptured a fuel tank followed hy
another hit which ignited the fuel. Crew members managed to extingn ish
the blaze, but in spite of their efforts, the boat sank in about five
minates. Eoth boats were able to clear the kill zona prior to the oink-
ing. <Seawolves, Broncos, and artillery wera called in on the area and

alternated strikes. Additional PBR's with RF troops ombarked were sent

CONPIERITH!
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to the scene to secure the area around the sunken crﬁft, which was later

calvaged and sent to Ben Tuc. 7n the action, two U] (one serious) and

y one Vil were wounded. Enemy casnalties are unknown.

- *hile “n transit on the Van Co Dong River 18 milés southwest uf Zaigon,
one of the two V.17 ATC's with ARV and USA troops emburked took a direct hit
in the well ceck Just after midnight on the fifteenth of August. The boats
teached, and the army units secured the area for dust-off helos. Later analysié?
of *he sheil fragments identified the round as a 75mm .recoilless rifle round, -
friendiy cacualiies amcunted to six ARVH killed and 11 ARVN and three USA
wounded, There were no enemy casualties.

The [ollowing nwerning at 0222, two VI RAC and a U. S. 7ippo on patrol
with 17 troops enbarited received several hits from enemy rocket and automatic
weanuns fire 13 miles south of Tay Ninh on the Vam Co Dong River (XT 342 270). |
The units returmed fire and cleared with the exception of the 7ippo which flamedx‘

dotm the contact area yhile the other units returned to Go Dau Ha to medevac

their casualties. Seawolves and Broncos were called in and placed airstrikes

in the area followed by artillery. TACAIR was requested but was unable to
put in a strike due to the low ceiling. Friendly casualties in the action

were 2 Villl killed, two USN wounded (one serious), 6 VNN wounded (twe serious),

and four KF wounded (serious). Enemy casualties are unknown.

Cn the morning of 17 August, PBR's and VNN RAC provided support for a

e troop sweep along the Vam Co Dong River eight ‘siles south southeast of Tay

1inh €ity, the site of a previous ambush. During the sweep, the troops

found one B-LO launcher, five B-lO rockets, two B-40 boosters, one back

pack and the burned and mangled remains of three VC. Heavy bloed trails

in the area indicated that at least three more bodies had been dragged

off. There was no enemy cuntact,
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Two TR 19:,2.5.1 HAC were in watertorne guardpost p051tianq on the
Vam Co Don;; iver west ccuthwest of Tay %inh when an ARVH airborna base
catp nearby (X7 1h3 433) reported that they were under mortar, automatic
weapors, and rifle grenade fire at 0205 on 17 August. The units immediately
cormenced fTanking fire north of the camp ard a nearby PBR patrol moved

into positicn routh of the camp and bepan flanking fire while two addition-
S nl PBR patrols were scrambled to ensure againsiy an enery river crossing

‘l attempt. U. . Army advisors at the camp cocrdinated fire from afloat
mits, artillery, and Branco aircraft. At O0L10, the enemy broke cantact
and retreated to the west, howaver, the afloat units continued to brovide
- il.lu1ination until daylight. A sweep of the battlefield at first light
turned up LS YA bodies. Two VIV were killed and three wounded in the
ncticn aleng with one USH sliphtly wounded. General Henderson visited
Zen Weo after the battle and expressed his "well done" to TE 194 .9.5.1
and (V-10's for assisting the ARVN airborne in repelling the attack.
4 debrief by Airborne Advisers revealed that the (V-10's were respon-

sible for repulsing a counter attack hy the VC at about 04OO.

Four Vi1 3AC of RAID 71 acted as a blocking force for a sweep by

the 7. 5. Army 5/60th Tnfantry Battalion troops of the $th Division along
the Vam %o Dong River 15 miles couthwest of Saigon (XS 630 709). While

in position at 1730 on 18 August, the boats observed 6 VC/NVA at the water's
edge pretending to be dead and who attempted to evade as the boats approached ,C
to investigate. The unlis beached and tock the enemy under firs killing
thrae and wounding one but were unable to fire on two of tha evadees due
to the close proximity of friendly troops. However, they were later killed

by Army personnel. Upon completion of the sweep, troopa ashore had accounted
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for 56 VC killed by bedy count, 6 VC prisoners, and one Hoi Chan. Friendly

casualties were one USA killed and 6 USA wounded. Ground units also cap-

tured 17 AX-L7's, one B-LO launcher, two {-54 pistols, and six mortar rounds.

. Beginning at 0500 on the 20th of August, VNN RAC of RAID 70 inserted,
supported, and extracted 300 troops from the 25th ARVW Division 18 miles
southwest of Saigen on the Vam Co Tay River (XS 635 62L). The troops had
light contact which resulted in 7 VC killed by body count and one ARVH
wounded (minor). Tive AX-I}7's were also captured in the action.

Tn the evening on 21 August, two PBR's of 194.9.2 inserted a seven man
Ranger team fron the 9th Division, 19 miles south southwest of Saigon on the
Vam Co Tay River (X5 700 580). A little over an hour later, the team made
contact with approximately two squads of VC, and Seawolves were requested
cn a standby basis. The team had come across a large complex which was latér
fourd to be a VC hospital centaining i€ beds, a mess hall, and other accomocdations.
Shortly afterward, the troops came @nder heavy enemy fire, and Seawclves put
in aiiretrikes along with Broncos th;t had been scrambled. A second seven
man Ranger team was inserted by two more PBR's and still twe more PBR's
moved in to provide a blocking force. Three additional squads of Rangers
were inserted by helo folliwed by airstrikes when one of the squads heard
rovements on three sides ol thele position. There was no further action
during the night, and at fiist light, a sweep proved enemy casualties to be
four VC killed by bady count. Two were credited to the Army and two to
Seawolves. There were no friendly casualties.

lLate in the morning on 26 August, PBR's were approached by children

vwho showed tl.em the location of one B-Ij0 rocket on tha %ank of the Vam Co

Dong River 2 miles southeast of Tay Ninh (XT 3L6 315), Later in the
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afternoon, the units discovered three more B-LO's a number of spider
holes i+ ‘he same area, which is directly across the river from a locatim
wnich Co Dau Ha 'mits use to medevac casualties. Apparently, the enemy
was setting up to attack the boats during a dust-off.

Acting on intelligence reports and led by a Hoi Chan, SEAL's were in-
serted on the Van Co Dong 16 miles southwest of Saigon (XS 574 776) on
28 Avjust in search of an enamy cache. Among the articles recovered were:
<5 boxes of fuze ignitors and detonators, 21 grenades, 20 batteries, 50
electric blasting caps, 100 ordinary blasting caps, 18 cans of 60mm pro-
oellant, 12 mines, five satthel charges, 1,000 rounds of 30 caliber am-
rmnition. It is believed that the area was used extensively as a rear
service supply depot for local water sapper units and that the supplies
were possibly targeted against the boats that patrol this section of
river and for use against Ben Iuc Bridge. Also on 28 August, two FBR's
of TJ 194.9.3 inserted, supported, and extracted LRRP Team 21 on the Vam
Co Dong River approximately 2 miles north of Tra Cu. The LRRP's initiated
contact with eight VC who were evading an Army troop sweep to the northwest.
Three VC were killed by body count, and there were no friendly casualties.

n the 3¥st of Auguci, MR's of RIVDIV 573 were conducting a routine
canal incursion when they sighted a 55 gallon oil drum &t the water's edge
seven miles east of Tuyen Nhon just off the Vam Co Tay Hiver (XS 388 77L).

The barrel contained 227 Chicom "Potato Mashar ' grenade:,

CONFIRERTAL




GTANT SLINOSHOT ASSET LCCATCR CCNmme

TE 16L.9.5.1 (RIVDIV 531)

Tay Ninh Patrol Element

10 PBR's

12'RAC!s
TE 194.9.8.3
HAL 3 DET 7

&AY NINH 2o | o

n TU 19L.9.5 (RIVDIV 592) _
Upper Vam Co Dong Patirol Unit
(TE 194.9.7.3 - RAID 13)

10 PBR's

1 RAC

17 ViiY (until 28 August)

wrt, CAMBODIA TU 194.9.3 (RIVDIV 552)
. Middle Vam Co Dong Patrol
. Unit .
S 10 PBR's . ¥
. 2 VNN
[ ] [ ]

HIEP HOA

TU 194.9.1
4. (RIVDIV 53L) ‘b
: Lower Vam Co Dong_._

MOC Hoa TU 12h.9.L |
(RIVDIV 153)

TU 194.9.6
(RIVDIV 511}

Yiddle Vam Co Tay Patrol Unit
Upper Vam Co Tay Patrol Unit 10 PBR's
Patrol Element , ASPB 3 M5M's
10 FBR's ] R's
TUYEN%
NHON

TAN
TE 194.7.0
(RAID 70)
17 VNN

USS BENEVAH
(APB-35)
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iiang Thit-ilicholai/Cho Gao Canal

Although 1%L.6.1 (RIVDIV 535) and T 194.6.2 (RIVDIV 572) were com-
mitted to it, activity in the i‘ang Thit-ilicholai/Cho Gao Canal area of
onerations (AC) was relatively light throughout the month with only four
hostile fire fights recorded. U, S. Havy activity was aimed primarily
at ectablishing a 73" presence on this vital north-scuth waterway through
the use of routine patrols for traffic checks, night waterborne guardposts,

psyops, and medcars in order to bring about firmer GVN control of the area.

Support of U. $. Army and Vietnamese forces in the way of transport and

blocking forces was also provided. Wavy SEAL's participated in a series
of operations in respcnse to intelligence on suspected VC PCW camps in
the arez but achieved no succes:s in locating them. There were no US cas-
ualties during the period and eneryy casualties were 19 killed (two prob-
able), one wounded, and four captured. Specific incident narratives for
this campaign will be found in the River Patrol Force sectlon of this
summary.

Border Interdiction Campaign
Tran Hung Dao and Barrier Reel Vest

Redeployment of two U. S. 9th Infantry Brigades, activation of new
Vi RATD's, and restructuring of TF 117 to become TG 19L.7 prompted a
review of llavy assets in III and IV Corps to enhance the intewdictian
of infiltration from Cambodia at a time when the enemy is possibly at-
tzmpting to fortify his logistics base capability and to rebuild his
personnel structure throughout the Delta. As a result, the Border In-

terdiction Campaign, an inclusive term for the Tran Hung Dao and Rarrier
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CONFTHENTIAL
Qecf Test Cawpaign was increased in magnitude during August until it ap-
preached the Ciant Siingshet Canpaign in terms of assets committed and tempo
uf cnerations. During the nonth there were an average of 123 river craft
oserations as opposed to 89 in July. In

1o the SMTITOL CGLTY (08T B36) and RIVDIV 591 which chopped

at “hooend of . . foar additional TCF!'s from CTJ 115.7.7

'3ih of Aurust followed two days later by four
veniually by two ATC's from Dong Tam. On
vaz detached from YREH 20 located on the

oner aelong

the WTITAAS0T TUTITY vhich was located near Tan Chou whers it could provide

optimm supvort for both border patrol units and Barrier Reef units. At
the -ame time, YRWT 22 vaz tored to the Chou Doc area teo facilitate UBR
cf Trar Fuing Dac. (n the 20th of August, the USS 3ATYR (ARL 23)
rcm the Chou Doc areaz to the long Xuyen canal in order to service
and 7% as well as 3RAD 131 craft.

Jecoite the bui iup of Iriendly Torces, the statistics for the month
of Aymct indicate that the eneqy chose to avoid increased contact. Enemy
carunliies actually decreazed from the 55 killed and eight wounded in July

«illed and one wounded in August. USN & VNN casualties changed from
D kiiled in July ‘o ope killed and sgix waunded jin August. A dally incident

narrative for Tran Hung Dao and Barrier Reef West follows:

The first night in Aupust, four PB3's from CTU 19L.h.l and 20 Special

Forces troops in a waterborne guardpost on the Virh Te Canal 16 miles north-
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east of Hé Tien (VS 630 635) spotted‘éeven Ve 100 ﬁéters north ‘of their

positien. iire was initiated by the USH{ sniper and followed by fire from

the "BR's and SF froops prior to a sweep of the area. During the sweep,.

) a wounded VC threw a grenade which injured the USN sniper and two SF troops,
and while trying to assist the injured, a ViN was killed and a TSN wounded
by a second enery grenade. After all enemy fire waz supressed, Seawolves
out of Vinh Gia medevaced all wounded personnel to Chau Doc. Army gunships
and ¥avy Seawolves placed rocket and machine gun strikes into the contact
area, and a sweep at first light revealed two VC bedies bringing the total t

E enemy casualties to four VG killed and three VC probably killed. In additiomn,
| two AV-L7's were captured in the action,

At just after midnight on 5 August, four WNH junks in waterborne guard-
post nire miles northeast of Ha Tien (V5 530 597) reported receiving B-4O -
and automatic weapms fire from the south bank of the Rach Giang Thaul:. The e
Vi1 Ufficer in Charge ordered the junks to open fire,and this return fire
landed in close proximity to another waterborme guardpost manned by two
7S PCF's and 20 PF troops who ﬁere one mile to the south around a bend in
the river. The PCF's retwned fire and cleared to the south. The situation

was quickly resolved without friendly casualties. A veaction team sweptl the

,-r’.L.‘:-_

azrea of initial enemy contact with negative results.
Late at night on the 15th of August, five Coastal Group .2 junks and 20
" S¥ troops sighted 30 VC moving toward thelr position on the north bank of the
Vinh Te Canal 19 miles northecast of Ha Tien (YS 710 620). 'The SF troops tock
the enemy under fire and were supported by the VNN junks. Negative return

fire was received, and there were no friendly casualties. Enemy casualties

4re unknown.
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individusl approachiny from the sast late at night.

“ire at a range of 0% feet xilling the enemy.

; 5
\
Lighy fnd cirarette glow were seen on the west bank of the river which

extingXished as the 'mits approached.

\L‘“'\
and two enemy were probably killea. There were no friendly casualties.

pN

The foliowing -orming just prior to dawn, VNN units in waterborne

ymardpost 14 miles northwest of ida Tien (VE 600 710) on the Vinh Te Canal

]
I

four ot the VC wers spoited on the north bank.

vaaled wo blood trails on the north bank and numerous footprints on the

sovth barnk.

were no friendly casualties.
At 0115 on the 26th of Awupust, a CIDG advisor reported the presence.of

an estimated ba“talicn size VU fTorce adjacent to the Rach Glang Thanh eight

milesz ncrtheast of ke Tien.

into the area to zect as a blocking force while Arny gunships placed strikes

in the area. There was no return fire from the area, and a swecp produced

necative results, One CIDG trooper was wounded slightly by helo fire.
At 7645 or 31 Ausust, two FBR's from the Vinh Te Canal Patrol Unit
vere proceéding east on the canal when they observed two perso.ls waving

vr

heading “oward them. COne was carrying two AX-47's and the other an ax.
twe stated that they desired to Chieu Hol and that there were nine more

Combodia who wished to do the szame. Une of the Hol Chans asked to fire

the air to signal the other nine, who came to the becats after the sipgnal was

The units commeiced

A few minutes later a2 white

4 firing run was made on the area,

eceived B-L0O and AX-L7 fire from an estimated 12 VC. As fire was retuwrned,

A sueep at first light re-

Imemy casualties were thres VC probably wounded while there

Two IBRI's and one PCF from TE 124.4.1.7 moved

HAH
and i.
The
‘D
in '
into
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piven. A1l eleven Hoi Chans were disarmed, searched, and embarked for Chau

Doc where they were turned over to NILC for dispositim. ,
N Cn the morning of & August, at vhe request of the An Phu District Senicr
. Advisor, two PRi's of TU i9h.Lk.6 inserted ten PF troops and-a U. 5. Arny Ad—5”
vicor ten miles north of Chau Doc where the Rach Co Lau branches off the Up;
per Bassac (WT 100 020). The operation was an immediate response to intel-s
ligence reports that three VC had just moved into a small viilage at the lo-
cation. As a resuli, two VC (one mele, one female) were captured, and one
VG suspect was detained. There were no friendly casualties.
late at nisht on 9 August, two TE 19L.L.B.17 Seawolves using night ob-
servation devices sighted two enemy sampans on the Rach 3o Ha just east of
- 5‘ the Upper “ekong, !0 miles northeast of Chau Uoc (s Loo 958). The five
VC =potted on this known eneﬁy infiltratiom route were probably killed when
i taken mder fire by the helos.

Just after midnight on the 17th of August, PBR's reacting to intelligence-f
provided by Vietnamese authorities were in waterborne guardpost positions nine
and one half miles east of An Lbng (v8 566 803). Cbserving the approach of
two enemy sampans, the PER's called in Seawolves and together they opened 1ire

on the enery craft killing four VC. fThe following day during a sweep of the

area by 2F troops, two VG were captured. There were no friendly casualties.
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STATRCH TTE CAMPATIGH

After a considerable neriod of roiatise inactivity, the area around the

v oof Tach Cia and the rroean of =mintains to the north known as'the“”Thrée‘
nac pean the site of continued and recently increased enery infiltra-
roiom frc hrildun and to interdict the enemy's moverent into the
two ™T divislons, a Seawolfl taém, and an
dedicate 503 of its gg;ets to offshore day and
raoorts indicated seaward infiltration
isterc” and the shoreline south of
“he penaining 507 were available to respond
suﬁport and operated in the Ha Tien-Rach
7o owarious other adjoining waterways. To re-
‘rme to the novthern parit of the AQ, & new ATSDE was established
iae northuect of Jach Gia at the intersection of the Ha Tien-
Canales. Dmying Search Turﬁ caime under the 6perabional
snee again become an interdiction barrier,
‘n August te 194.3 as Search Turn returned to
“EA
Tha f'rat osignificant acuioi ef the month occurred on l August when two
Tearoives fram OTY 1794.3.3 zecemted for five VC killed and one armed VC
s dectroyed as they took the junk under fire ome nile off the beach 17
Alns vert northwest of Hach Gha (VS %90 160Y. At the termination of the
fiipnt, two gmall arms hits were discovered in one of the aireraft.
et after dark on the following evening, three CTU 194.3.2 PBR's were
‘n puardnost positions on the Vam Ray Canal which leads from the Gulif of
Thailand to the Ha Tien-Rach Gia Canal, 27 mlles northwest of Rach Gla
(VS 796 327), when two sampans were sighted. When hailed, the two sampens
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opened fire vhich was then suppressed By PBR's. As they'brbkefihéir.gﬁﬁrddk

nosts to inspect the sampans, the FBR's féceived and'suppfesSeQ;fifeifroﬁl:

h the south bank and then cleared to the north. After airstrikés“bj“ﬁfbﬁéos;ru

- Shadouw and Spooky aircraft, and a troop sweep, the results of thetadfidn -
were five UVA/VC killed, two Ail-h7's, one rifle.grenade,-one mine, and
2,000 rounds of Ail-L7 ammniticn Capﬂured. There vere no friemdly casu-~
alties,

In the szme general area on the Sot Mot Canal (VS 797 355) during the
early morming hours on & August, three sampans ﬁere sighted and taken under
fire by OTU 194.3.2 ®BR's. Under continuous illumination provided by Sha-
dow zircraft, the PBR crewmen inspected the surnken sampans that had pone down
in shallow water. Swelve 107mm rockets and fuzes.were recovered along with
four grenades and a large medical kit. In all, three VC were killed, and |
threc more were probably killed while friendly forces suffered no casualties .

r One ferale was detained who was suspected of being a scout for 5 large enemy j
unit. She was turned over to the Fourth Coastal 7Zohe Intelligence Officer
for interrogation. |

Back e the Vam Ray Canal (VS 773296) at just after midnight the fol-
lowing day, two PBR's of CTU 19L.3 observed a sampan with threé personnel
approaching their position. Two of the occupants were holding weapons while

the third was paddling. At a range of twenty feet, the PBR’s took the enemy

. under fire, and all of the enemy personnsl were observed to fall into the

- .

water where their bodies were swept away by the fast current. The bodies
were not recovered, but it is highly probable that all three VC wera killed. in
During the night on 12 August, the ATSB and the RF compound nearby at

Xien Son received a total of nine rowunds of 75 mm recoilless rifle fire.
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After the initial four rounds, all units, including the CCB which acts as’

the operation center, disnerszad along the canals in the.area. IHFT 's were
ceraqbled and tere overhead in eight minutes for striles on Hui Soc Son, a
wouptain Lo Lhe routhuest Lelieved to be the origin of the hostile fire

fve 73 2605, lesuits of the enemy shelling were onc R¥ trooper killed and
three civilians wounded.

"he ATSD at lien Son was hit again by enemy fire along with the RF com-
round juzt after widnight on the 16th of August. In addition to 107mm rounds,
they =1iso received two B-l0 rockets and small arms fire from northeast of the
bace. Seawolves and Black Pony aircraft were scrambied and placed strikes
:n tne area fron which the enemy fire was eminating. Some of the ﬁnderway
=15 received automatic weapons fire from both banks of the Tri Ton Canal

%23 ¢60) which they returned and suppressed while other FBR's recanned

by fire almg the northeast bank of the Ha Tien-Rach Gia Candl {vic VS 2.8

£¢). Fnemy casualtles as a result of the acticn were two VC killed while
friendly casvalties amounted to two RF killed and two wounded and one civ-
i1ian kiiled. Jater in the morning at 0820 , the” ATSB was hit again with
two 107711 rounds followed that night by six B-hLC rockets and small arms
fire at 2330, Seawclves and Dronccs were called in to place strikes in
the area from which the attack had originated. The only casualty was one
Y. 5. advisor woﬁnded by small arms fire.

Four PBR's of CTU 194.3.2 were conducting BUSHWACK (combin#tion land
and waterborne puardposts) operations with 35 Kien Son RF troops on the
night of 18 August when they sighted two sampans on the Luynh Quynh canal,
19 miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS £62 240). The sampans, with three

passengers each, were taken under fire killing three VC while the others
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evaded uﬁsﬁream. Seawolves werelscfamb]edrand piadé&a;:étfiié iﬁ:thgfaré; ?
and departed. J3Several hours later, the;uﬂits sfafted feceiviné,incomiﬁg‘i'
wortar.fire and support was agailu requested.. Seawolves, Spooky, and‘ﬁelta '
llawk aircraft placed strikes into the suspected enemy positions. 4 troép;
sweep was corducted at first light with negative results. Items recovered

frem the captured sampan included 25 homemade grenades, two rifles, a metal

container of expiosives, three back packs, and soms documents.

'n the early evening on the 23rd of August, during a single ship visual
recon by a Seauolf frem CTU 194.3.3, several zampans were sighted beneath a
tree. and 1L blue-uniformed men were seen running from the area located 20
miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS {75 293). A second Seéwolf was scramtled,
clearance wac obtained to place a strike in the ares, and the results ﬁere
two V0 killed, nine probably killed, two sampans sunlk, and three sﬁmpans
damapged. A short while later, while providing overihead cover for PBR's
four milez to the southeast, the Seawolves spotﬁed some bunkers, a lean-to
area, and several enermy scurrying for cover. A second strike was placed
which resulted in five probable kills.

Tate at night on the 29th of August, two FBR's of TU 194.3.2 were in
guardpost positions on the Ha Tien~Rach Gia Canal 13 miles northwest of
Rach Gia (VS 973 226) vhen they observed 12 VC approaching from the north-
east. Then they had closed to 150 meters; they were taken under fire by the
PBR's who received return fire not only from the approaching element but alsb

from a security element located 150 meters to the southeast. Suppressing the

eneny fire, the PBR's called in Seawolves, and the patrol officer directed
the strike into the target area. A% this time, the CCB from Kien Son arrived

on the scene and reconned the area by fire. A troop sweep of the area revealed';

# ‘:ﬂ‘tﬁ‘i‘?ﬂtﬁdl‘l'1i1rlx




foor Y0 killed and nrovided ths capture of one rifle snd assorted personal - -

documents. o W, &. Uavy sailors vere wounded in the action from a double
lead explosion of an -0 mochine gun,and one was wounded as s result of a
"-17 grenade ‘auncher ‘em. A4ll the wounded were treated on board and re-

turned to duty.




BARRIER TWTERDICTION ASSET LOCATOR 'ﬂ\Y “"‘"

" i 15 Wi T
Vinh Te Canal Patrol Unite \. Wﬁh
TU 19L.L.3 (RIVDIV 51L), 10 PBR'sj {YRBI 6)_CA-MB°D|A v\ GODAU HA
T 12L.L.; (RIVDIV 55”5 10 IBi' f JYRB: Upper iekong Barrier Patrol Unit :
T reLl.2 (RATD 72) 16#_..10 { Choul Doc) T 19L.0.7 (CTDIV §12) - 10 *’B&s
U 1gh.b.6 (HAL 3, DET 5 - 21 (e - s Upper llekong Support init . RHIEP HOA
T 194.5.9 USS_HWTERDN COWITY (LST
TU 19h.Lk.8.1 HAL 3, DET 3 - 24 _ \838)
Barrier Reef TTest Patrcl Um_‘:,
~ TG 19.0.5 (RIVDIV 515) - 10 5s
AN LONG MTDIV 113, DET B, B MSD.
pUaoh L. 6 (HAL 3, DET § -

: Ton ’ﬁ) al Patrcl
' n"lt 19h.4.6

o TVDI\I 591) 9 PBR

HA TIEN T 20) Lo
Ha Tien Bo er Patrol Unit XUYEN
TU 194.4.1
16 Junks, 10}PBR's, 9 PCF's, 1 HCN

Kinh Son Patrol Unid\
TU 194 3 2 (RIVDIVNGS3)
KINH SON 10 PRI

$ T 195.3.] BiNH THU
USS HAIBIT CCRITY (13TNB21)

T 194.3.3 RACH SOl ..y gia Patrol Unit
mAL 3, 080 8 - 2% - TIO19):.3.1 (RTVDTV 513) QN

10 PRI
D
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MARKET TIME Raider operations consisting of two or more PCF'i
and supported by helicopters, W-10, and OV-6A aircraft and u.S.
Coast Guard WPB's continued to striks heavily at enemy base ares .
along the rivera and canals of the III and IV Corp areas during
August., The Third and Fourth Coastal Zone Raiders conducted almost
90 separat e missions in support of Operations SEA LORDS and SEA
FLOAT. The Swift boats in addition to conducting H and I fire, and
responding to requests for urgent gunfire suppert and manning of
waterborne guardposts, inserted, extracted » and supported ground
forces consisting of Underwater Demolition Teams, Explosive Ordnance
Visposal Teams, SEALS, PRU's, RF/PF troops and ARVN soldiers,
Enemy initiated hostile fire incidents increased again over July
with 43 incidents reported., There were eight USN and one VNN
Swift boats and three aircraft damaged in the firefights, Friendly
casualties were one U.S5. sailor and one Vietnamese sailor killed and
eleven U.S. and four Vietnamese sailors wounded.

Enemy personnel losses by combined allied forces increased over
July with 93 Viet Cong killed (70 body count and 23 probable), nseven
wounded, and eleven captured, Enemy material losses nl;o increased
over the previous month with 214 wﬁtercraft and 445 structurea des-
troyed, 17 craft and 261 structures heavily damaged and two craft
cngtured.

Although there operations continued to aschicve maximum damage
in secret zones and enemy base areas, the primary emphasis con-

tinued to center on the pacification of the Ca Mau Peninsula under

GONFHFENT 01
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Operation SEA FLOAT/ TRAN HUNG DAO III,




,_ RORFIGETTIL

MARKLET TIME Raiders, consisting cf FCF's 32, 98, and 100:on the
morning of 6 August took targets of opportunity under fire along
the banks of the Rach Sau (XS 733028), Rach Bang Cung-(m. 760562)
and Hach Eo Loi (XR 729880) :in the area about 17 miles east of Phu
Vinh in Vinh Binh Province. The targets had sector c¢learancsa and
visual recon was provided by the IV (brp Naval Gupfire'Liaison
Oofficer (NGLO), The Swift boats scored heavily zs they destroyed
L1 structures and 14 watercralt while heavily damaging 20 structures
and 28 bunkers., There wére ne friendly casualties and enemy
casualties are unknown, |

On the morning of 8 August, five FCI''s and four PER's con-
ducted area prep fire on Hen Lio Lic Island about 11 miles south-~
east of Go Cong‘(XS 9630) prior to the insertion of airborne troopa.
During the prep fire several secondary explosicns were observed., The
PRU troops were inserted at 0930 and immecdiately cams in contact
with the enemy. Throughout the day and night the Gwift boats
provided H and I fire and blocking force and received 1ntarmitt§nt
A/W fire, At 2230 OV-10 aircraft arrived in the op area and the
PCF's provided targets and illumination. The Swift boats and PBR's
were duiached the morning of 9 August following a prep of the area
for another troop insertion, PCF 103 received S/A fire hits |
causing only minor damage and slightly wounding & U.S. sailor.

The IHFT and PRU troope killed 55 Viet tong e&nd capturod numarous

woeapcns, sammunition , and docummsnts,
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On the morning of 7 August PC7's 32, 59, and 102 entered ihe
Song lLang Nuoc, Rach 3au, Song Ba long and KHach Can Ban in Vinh
Finh Frovince taking targets of opportunity under fire about 25
miles southeast of Phu Vinh (XR 7372). Tho probe of the canals
was unopposed and targets consisted of sampans,bunkers, trench lines
and small villages, The operation netted 15 water caft,and two
structures destroyed, ten bunkers, two structures damaged and 70 ft
of trench line caved in.

In the early morning hours of 15 August, PCF's 37 and 100
with 20 PRU's from Huong My moved in for insertion about six miles
ncrth of Phu Vinh (XS 470082)., While the PrU's swept their objective
area the Swift boats provided cover. Although there was no gun
damage assessment reported for the PCF's the PRU's kilied 10 Viet Cong
and captured on= VC with several documents. There were no friendly
casualties,

The PT MARONE (USCG WPB) and PT PARTHRIDGE (USCG WPB) sapported
by OV-10 aircraft, took targets of opportunity under fire along the
Song Ganh Hao about 35 miles northeast of the SEA FLOAT MASTB (WQ
4L64L,960) on the morning of 29 August., Firing at a range of 10-1500
yards, the WPB!'s and OV-10's achisved maximum results, Thi Bronco
airstrikes resulted in four structures and eight sampans destroyed,
three structures damaged and one large seeondary explosiom, The WPB's
dastroyed 61 sampans, five structures and heavily damaged 60
structures, One Coast Guardsman was slightly wouaded by & weapon mal-

function while enemy casualties are unknown.
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OPERATION SEA LORDS STATISTICAL SUMMARY BY CAMPAIGN (By USK & Vii Forces)
’ AUGUST 1969

Gid ¥ SLINGSHOT BARRTER REEF TRAN HUNG DAO  SEARCH TURN MARKET TIME MANG THIT;.-’

RAIDERS KICCLAI/

CHO GAQ
a. Killed 118BC & 98 EST , BC & 25 EST 12 BC % 11 EST  35EC & 25EST 31BC & 19EST

2.
b. Wounded 3 G 1 0 7 178C 2
c. Captured 12 2 0 5 1"
USN & VNN pgasualties: .
- a. Killed 2USH % BWNN 0 1USN & 1VKN
b. Wounded LOUSN %23 VNN 3 USN & 2 VNN 11USMN % L VNN
c. Captured 0 0
d. Missing 1 USH 0
Enemy material losses:
a. Destroyed
" (1) Junks & sampans 20 ¥,
(2) Structures 2k 69
b. Captured
(1)} Junks & sampans 2 ‘ 6
(2) Weapons . 2l i 12
(3) Ammmition 2500 , 100
(roumds)
{4) Rice (toms) 0 : 0
¢. Damaged
(1) Jwmks & sampans 5 ‘L6
" {2) Stiuctures - 0 0 69
material losses:
a. Destroyed
(1) Surface craft ! UsN
(2) Aircraft 0
b. Damaged
(1) Surface craft 8 USN & & VNN
(2) Aircrafs 0
Hostile fire incidents: 108

Enemy casualties:




GON ﬂ!ﬂ{)ﬁkﬂil(men filled in)

OPERATION SEA LORDS STATISTICAL SUMMARY BY CAMPAIGN
I Combined results by all friendly forces involved)
AUGUST 1969 .

GIA T SLINGSHOT  BARRIER REEF TEAN HING DAO  SEARCH TURN  MARKET TIME MANG THIT/
RAIDERS ncox% :

Enemy casualties: o . —- OO
a. Killed 258 BC 105 EST., 4 BC 25 BST 12 BC 15 BST 43 BC 31 EST 70 BC 23 EST 328C 2Kst
c. Captured 29 L 0 5 15 13
Priendly casualties: o
a. Killed L6 0 1 5 2 2
b. Wounded 204 0 8 14 35 7
c. Captured 0 0 0 0 o - 0
d. Missing A O 0 0 (0] 0
Eneny material losses:
a. Destrayed
- " (1) Junks & sampans 27 L 3 55 257 7
LA (2} Structures 91 0 5 69 737 3
- b. Captured
(1) Junks & sampans 2 0 0 7 2 6
(2} Weapons 110 3 13 16 17 98
(3) Armunition 5000 1000 0 300 5000 50
{romds)
{4) Rice (tons) .02 .08 V) 0 2.4 0
c. Damaged
(1) Junks & sampans 5 1 5 L6 17 5
" {2) Structures 1 0 1 69 261 A
USN material losses:
a. Destroyed
(1) Surface craft 1! 0 0 0 o 0
(2) Aircraft -0 0 0 0 0 | o
b. Damaged
. (1) Surface craft 16 0 0 1 g 0
(2) Aircraft 0 0 0 Y 4 0
He:ztile fire incidents: 122 3 26 L1 57 L



GOASTAL SURVEILLANGE FORCE SUMMAEY

Routine operstions continued for Mgrket Timé'and_Sfﬁbié Door
forces during August. The weather was generally good ﬁﬁd did not.éffebt
}'a, surveillance cperations during the mdnth; Phrket.Timé units fetainéd
s patrol responsibility in the Uame Warden area of oﬁeration for the
lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers during the entire month, detecting
over 5,000 watercraft, inspecting 2,322 and boarding another 2,233.
There were four craft deteained and 15 persons detainéd while seven
creft evaded. Task Force 115 surveillance units detected 142,484 craft
in their petrol areas along the coast and in the harbora of ths
Republic of Vietnam. 4 total of 47,936 wera inspected and another
24,381 were boarded. As a result of thgse checks, 280 craft and 1,734
> persons were detained for violation of restricted areas, possession of
contraband, improper personal or craft papers, and bthef suspicious

activities. There were also 59 Viet Cong suspects detained.

Enory initiasted activity remeined at a relatively low level during
August, the same as the previous month. Although there were intelligence
rwu raports citing several significant éntes for possible enemy offenéive
| actlon there were no major engagements, There was a marked improia-
ment in enemy weapcnry and markmanship as 75mm recoilless rilles were
used against Sea Tiger forces in the Firs{ Coastal Zone and heavy
- corcentrations of claymores and RPG were used against the NSF and
"Swift" boats in the Sea Float area of cperations. The enemy was hard

to find and his general tactice were to cause as much damage as possible
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with the least expenditure of personnel. The general indications at

month's end were that the VG/NVA are moving out of the III Corps
Tactical Zone and into the IV Corps Tactical Zone, There were no

known infiltration attempts of men or supplies by sea during the month. e %

‘“  Task Force 115 units continued to provide nmaval gunfire and
blocking patrols in support of friendly ground operations elong the coast
and in the rivers and canals. During August one Navyman, two USCG men
and one TN were killed and 14 U.S. sailors, three USCG's, two VNN's,

_ 11 }iF's and ons U.53, soldier wounded in combined operations. Enemy
fr{ losses were 107 confirmed killed, the highest total to date, 42 probably

killed, 21 woundea and nine captured.

On 5 August, CDR Paul A. Yost, USCG, relieved CDR Paul P Comnnolly,

USN, as Third Coastal Zone Advisor and CTG 115.3.
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OPERATION MARKET TIME

During August there were 614 naval gunfire support, SEA LORDS,

SE4 FLCaT and Sk TIGER missions conducted, approximately 107 less
than in July. Gun damage assessment on these missions was 38.3
percent, up from 31,5 percent for July ahd comparable to the high of .

42,3 pefcent in May 1963, with the following results belng attained:

149 Viet Cong killed (107 bedy count, 42 probable).
21 Viet Cong wounded.
9 Viet Cong captured.
228 Junks/Sampans destroyed.
732 Structures/tunkera destroyed.
20 Junks/Sampans dameged.
423 Structures/bunkers damaged.,
There were 15 incidents of evading craft and persomnel
reported and taken under fire resulting in lé wa?grcraft destroyed
and 13 VC killed (9bodycount, 4 probable), one ﬁC wounded and two

VC captured.

Surveillance operations resulted in the detzction. of 76,265 water..
craft, Of these 40,254 were inspected and another 17,974 were boasded.
Detection of steel hulled vessels in Market Time areas totalled 669
with 511 being inspected and another 28 boarded and determined to be

non-susplcious.
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Swift boets conducting Operations SEA FLOAT a.nd SEA LOKDS river
and canal incursions (Yarket Time Raidez"sr)_ in the III and IV CTZ |
continued to score heavily againet the enemy with SSEQultigérﬁff ﬁissioﬁé .
being conducted during August. In addition, when the Swift boats in
the IV GTZ were not engaged In SEA LORDS missions they were Ilnvolved in
tne Sk FLQ.T/TRAN HUNG DAO III PYSOPS campaign-iﬁ the lower Ca Mau
“eninsula., These operations are discussed under-Phiket Time ﬁaidera

in the Operation SEA LORDS summary and Operation SFA FLGAT summzry.

SEAL units attached to Task Force 115 contimued routine operation
during August, primarily in the IV CTZ in support of Operation SEA

FLCAT,

Surflina operations continumed in August in Aress 1l, 4 anad 6.

There were no significant events reported.
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FIRST COASTAL ZONS

ileather remained excellent in areas 1 and 2 of the First Coastal
Zone during the entire month of August, There were 21,306 detecff.ons
of watercraft by patrol units, not including detections by Vietnamese
Navy units assigned to the First Coastal Zone. Of these craft, 3,148
were inspected and another 6,710 were boarded. There were 42 craft
detained and 29/ persons detained for violation of reastricted areas,

jmproper personal or craft papers and curfew violations.

First Coastal Zona patrols carried out more fian 170 naval gun-
fire missions during August. Of these, 90 were SEA TIGER missions
or patrols with 48 reporting no gun danage agsesmment due to darkness,

heavy foliage or no troops availabls to swaep the area.

A SFA TIGER mission was conduoted near the mouth of the Truong
Giang River (BT 158536) on the morning of 2 August with UDT 13, Det H,
EOD Team 70 and Duffel Bag Team (CTE 115.1.5.1) embarked in PCF's 15
and 39 while the security force, RAG=32 were embarked in Coastal
Group 14 junks. The operation ccmmenced with helo gunships prepping
the area and was followed by the insertion of the secwrity force and
the ECD, UDT and Duffel Bag Teams. The ground forces swept to the
south destroying major bunker complexss as spotted by an O-1
observation aircraft. One bunker was destroyed with two VC inside
after they could not be convinoed to come out. A small amouni of
fresh food and cooking utensila were found and destroyed. The

Duffel Bag Team implanted a sensor field along a lmown VC infiltration
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point. Also destroyed were 20 major bunker cpmplexes; one claymore

nine and two fishing nets. There were no friendly casualties while

two VG were probebly killed.

On the night of 6 August PCF 75 and PCF 79, while on normal SEA

TIGER patrol established a night observation/waterborue guardpost on
the Truong Glang River about 15 miles southeast of banang (BT 168544).
Shortly after the nost was established four VC trying to sneak up on
PCF 75 were talken under fire and probably killed. Heavy A/W fire was
then rscelived and supprésaed as the Swift boatsexited to the north-
east, After reversing course, the PCF!'s sighted six VC in wiform and
took them under fire while heavy enemy A/Y and S/A fire wasz again
received and quickly suppressed. The PCF's then cleared the area

safely with only minor materlal damage. There were no friendly
casualties while seven VC were killed (2 body count, 5 probeble).

PCF's 75 and 79, ECD Team 70, UDT 13 Det H, CG-14, RAG 32 and
helo gmships participated in a SEA TIGER misslon on 7 August to
conduct a sweep of the eastern tip of lang Dong Island and a smaller
island to east about 14 miles south-southeast of Danang (BT 170539/
BT 159537). The EOD and UDT Teams were inserted on the small island
and they destroyed several bunkers without any enemy oﬁpoaition.

They wore then extrrncted and reinserted along with the CG-1/ security
force on the eastern tip of lang Dong Island, The secﬁrity force
swept to the weat and provided a blocking line while the ECD and UDT

Teams destroyed bunkers and various fishing equipment. The ground
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| forces were extracted at 150CH without incident. There were no
friendly casuanlties while two VG were probably ¥illed. The day

operation netted 54 bunkers, two structures and mumerous fishing

weirs, traps and nets destroyed.

Early on the morning of 20 August PCF 61 responded to a request

from an AG-119 aircraft for a SAR operation for a reported downed

aircraft sbout 33 miles southeast of Danang (BT 5848). A systematic

search of the area and questioning of Vietnamese civilians fishing in

the area falled to reveal any trace of the alrcraft and the mission

was terminated.

A SEA TIGER mission commenced at noon on 22 August when PCFlsg
39 and 65 inserted an EOD, UDT and VNN Landing Teams about 16 miles
goutheast of Danang on lang Dong Island (BT 168542). The VNN landing
team swept the area while the EOD and UDT Teams conducted beach
reconnaissance and fired at targets spotted by a helicopter gunship.
The UDT and EOD Teams were extracted while the VNN Team established a
night observation post. One VC walked into the observation post at
1800 and was killed, The team then withdrew to the north and were
extracted. The afterncon operation resulted in 18 bunkers, 14 structures,
two sampand and a fishing trap destroyed, and one M-156 rifle and 50
pounds of rice captured. Two large fires were ignited and there were

no friendly casualties,

While on normal SEA TIGER patrol of the Truong Glang River on
23 August, PCF 39 and PCF 65 took targets of opportunity umder fire
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about 18 miles southeast of Danang (BT 161518). The "Swift" boats
accounted for 20 watercraft and two structures destroyed and three

bunkers damaged. There were no friendly casualties while enemy

- casualties are unknown.

On the morning of 27 August a SEA TIGER mlission was conducted
utilizdng PCF's 15 and 101, UDT 123et H,anEOD and, Duffel Bag Team
and a VNN Landing Team with helo gunships providing air cover. The
VNN Landing Team uas inserted on Lang Dong Island about 16 miles
gouth-southeast east of Danang (RT 143531) *to establish a security
perimeter. The E(D, UDT and Duffel Bag Teams were then inserted and
destroyed bunker complexes along the shoreline while the Duffel Bag
Team implanted sensors. The troops were then extracted and reinserted
about one mile to the southeast to allow Duffel Bag perscnnel to
perform miintenance on a sensor string implanted on a previous opera-
tion. The troops were then extracted without incident while the helo
gunships returned to the first location and took uniformed VG under
fire killing nine (7 body count, 2 probable). The return of close
support aircraft to an AO shortly after the departure of friendly
forces proved to be e lucrative tactic and will be used in the future.
The morning operation resulted in the destruction of 61 bunkers,
four structures, four fishing weirs, four fishing traps, onc 250-
pound bomb and mumerous food supplies and utensils. In addition,
there were two large secondary explosions, There were no friendly

casuwaltiee.
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On the afternoon of 30 August, the PT DUME (USCG WFB) responded
te a U,5, Army reguest for an.emergenéy gunfire support mission on .
' bunkers and people.on the beach about 10 miles southeast of Quang
Nem (35 763603). The mission was cleared by the Sector Advisor
from No Duc and spotted by the Army. There were no friendly
casualties while three Viet Cong were killed (body cowmt}, Ia

addition, 11 structures and eight watercraft were destroyed and

~ two bunkers heavily damaged.



OEERATIONS 'N_THE FIRST COASTAL ZONE
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SECOND COASTAL ZONB

tood weather prevailed throughout August in the Second Coastal

Zone as patrol units detectad a total of 41,319 watercraft. Of

these, 24,049 wore inspected and another 6,656 were boarded while

five craft evaded. There were 42 craft and 256 persons detained for
lack of or faulty indentification papers, curfew or restricted zone
violations, draft dodger, incorrect or faulty manifests and possession

of contrabarnd.

There were 81 navai gunfire missions wported in the Second
Coastal Zone during August with a minimum amount of gun damage assess-
ment reported. On the night of 15 August, PCF 47, while on normal
Market Time patrol, received information of known VU coastal transit
routes from the Tuy Fhong Intelligence Officer. The Swift boat
proceeded to a point about five miles northeast of Tuy Phong (BN 5647),
shut down its engine and astabiished a surveillance position close
to the beach., Shortly a craft was detected on radar and later captured,
resulting in four persons being detained. One offered 2,500 plasters
for their release. A later report fram the Tuy Phong Intelligence
Of ficer stated that one detainee was the Binh Hal District Head VC

Recrulting Officer and the other three detainees had Just been recruited.

On the morning of 19 August, the PT HUDSON while on normal Market
Time patrol conducted a gunfire support mission on a fortified VG

village about 20 miles southeast of Quang Nga (BS 8244). The mission
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was requested, cleared and spotted by an Army guniire liaison officer

in an observation aireraft. The spotter reported good coverage of

the target area with the following darage reported: two bunkers

destroyed and three bunkers damaged; four structures destroyed and

eight structures heavily damnged.

From 19 to 21 August, Market Time PCF's provided gunfire support,
illumination and acted as a blocking force in support of Korean forces
in a combined operation., The objective of the ROK sweep was the Viet
Cong Secret Base 19 located about nine miles northeast of Fhan Rang
(BN 9484). Although there was no gun damage assessment reported for
the "Swift" boats, the ROK forces killed 81 Viet Cong and captured
45 individual weapons, seven crew served weapons, 100 hand grenades,
four bangalore torpedoes, 38 documents and various food, uniforms end

small arms ammunition. There were no friendly casualties reported,

s FCF's 11, 23 and 91 and IUWG 1 - Det 3 skimmers provided a water-
borne blocking force for the ROK Capital (Tiger) Division from 23 to
26 August Sn the viecinity of Qui Nhon (CR 06.25.). The results of the
ROK sweep were 51 VC killed and two VC captured. In addition, 26

irdividual weapons, one crew served weupon and various documenta were

captured. The RUK forces suffersd seven killed and eight wounded.

The operation was considered extremely succesasful as battalion size

operations had not previously been conducted in this area. The

blocking force was very effective, preventing all escape by eea,
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In the afternoon of 28 August, the USCCC TANEY (WHEC 37) fired
a gunfire support mission at a Viet Cong base camp and infiltration ]
route about 17 miles north of Qui Nhon (CR 095506). The mission N
was requested and spotﬁed by the ROK Capital Infantry Division. The .
results of the mission were one bunker destroyed, 200 meters of
supnly route interdicted, a base camp completely destroyed, and +wo

large secondary fires started.
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OPERATIONS IN_THE B L7 - 15 Auekug
SECOND COASTAL ZONE PT HUDSGH - 19 AUG
OPS - 19-21 Aug
OPS - 23-26 Aug
USCGC TANEY - 28 Aug
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THIKD COASTAL ZONE

Surveillence operations in the Third Coastal Zone reflected

an increase in indigenous coastal traffic with 6,923 detections ot
watereraft during August. Patrol effectlveness remained high with
3,473 inspections and 2,130 boardings of detected craft. There
were no incidents of ewvading craft along the coast, while 14 craft
and 117 persons weve detained. In addition, Swift boats patrolling
the lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers detected 5,016 craft and of
these 2,322 were inspected and 2,233 were boarded resulting in four
craft and 15 persons being detained. Seven craft attempted to evade

on the Bassac River.

There were 180 naval gunfire support misslons conducted during
August in response to reguests for naval gunfire support, targets of
opportunity, H&Il or in pre-planned river and canal incursions. These
missions accounted for 42 enemy killed (30 body count, 12 probable),
six wounded and two capturéd. In addition, there were 137 structures
and 61 satercraft destroyed and another 248 structures and 4 craft

heavily damaged end 10 large secondary explosions.

On the afternoon of 1 August, the PT MARONE (UsCG WJFB) fired
on two VC-occupled villages at the mouth of the Bassac River about
45 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 435 615 and XR 440 615). The
nissions had sector clearance and were spoited by an Army observer,

The afterncon operation resulted in six structures destroyed and
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1 heavily damaged with three large fires ignitead. 'I'heré ware no

friendly casurlties and enemy casualties are unknown,

Again on 3 iugust, the PT M.ROKZ scored heavily on two more VC

hamlets atout 47 miles southeast of Can The (¥R 442610 and X3 439609).
Firing at a range of less than 2,000 yards the WPB destroved seven

structwres and demaged 16 more and ignited three fires.

CF'e 28 and 92 and twe Coastal Group junks inserted 100 Regional
Force troops from Long Fhu about 3C miles southeast of Can Tho
(. 236 743} on the morning of 4 iugust, The 3wift boats end Coastal
Grour units stood by to prcvide fire supovort and act as a blocking
force. Prior to completicn of the operation PCF's 60 and 11 relieved
PCF's "5 end 92 on station. The R troups completed their swéep and
were extracted at noon having captured 11 Viet Cong. There was no
gun darage assessment for this operetion and there were no friendly

casualties,

Farly on the morning of 6 August, PCF 11 picked up a Long Phu
PRU platoon and a Long Phu National Police platoon for a ground sweep
of 2 suspected VC POW camp located about 36 miles southeast of Can Tho
(X3 35 63C) on the Bassac Eiver, The troops made a covert landing
at 053C, utilizing two junks that were towed to the arsa by the Swift
boat, Two hours later the troops were extracted when they were unable
to locate the PO4 camp; however, they captured one Viet Cong and six

guerrillas, There were no friendly casulties.
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Cn 12 ané 13 August the USCGC SPENCER (WHIC 36) in two missions

accounted for three VC killed (body count}, one bunker destrd&ed, six
bunkers danaged, 20 structures destroyed, 34 structures damaged,”four
secondary fires and one VG base camp completely destroyed. Thg missions
vere requested and cleared by the IV Corps Naval Gunfire Liaison officer
(HGLO) from Cen Tho and wére spotted by the IV Corps spotter from Tra
Vinh. The tergets were located in the vieinity of XR 689 633 about

2% miles southeast of Phu Vinh,

The FT MAPCNE conducted a Naval Gunfire Support mission on the
evening of 18 August on a Viet Cong occupi;d village about 4& miles
southeast ot Can Tho on the Bassac River (MR 445 615). The mission
wus fired with sector clearance and no friendlies in the area. The
FB accounted for eight structures damnged, five structures destroyed

and one secondary fire,

On the morning of 22 August, FCF 17 escorted four Coastel Group
36 (CG 36) craft with troops embarked into a canal off the Bassac
River about 4C miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 365 615). The troops
were inserted as part of a combined amphibious heliborne assault while
the Swift boat stood by for fire support. The senlor advisor from
Long Phu requested and spotted a gunfire support mission at a suspected
VC concentration., Tha troops were extracted about noon and exited
the canal without incident. The troops captured one VC and detained
10 VC suspects, The PCF destroyed two structures. Enemy casualties
are uknown; however, VC were confirmed as being in the impect area.

There were no friendly casumlties,
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On 26 August PCF 95 was hailed while passing the LsCO
PALINTALAK Y-45 in the Bassac River about 45 mlles southeast of Can
Tho. The ship, of Philippine registry, was en route Vinh long to
Long iuyen and then to USS HUNTERDON CCOUNTY (15T 838) at Chau Doe.
The Philippine ship had sustained a B=40 rocket hit in the pilot
fiouse killing the first officer and a seamun and wounding the 2nd
Officer. The wounded man was given first aid and medevaced by
DUST-OrF Helc to the 25th Evmcuation Hospitel at Binh Tuy. The
Swilt boat then passed.through the area of the sapper attack without

incident, findirg only a populated area.

On the evening of 29 August, FCF 64 was called on to serve as

a blocking force for the l4th Regiment of the 9th ARVN Division for

an operetion alresdy In progress about 25 miles southeast of Can Tho
(X% 189 816). The Swift boat patrolled the adjacent area and served

as a communications relay station. The PCF did not detsct any evading
craft and was not called on for fire support, The ground troops killed
seven VC, captured two VC suspects and liberated 17 civilian prisoners.

In addition, air support for the operation killed another seven VC.
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OPiRATION SEA FLUAT/TRAN HUNG DAO I1I

Operation SEA FLOAT/TRAN HUNG DAO I1I in the second full month . B
of it's existence enjoyed the same success as during the meonth of .
July. There were over 60 SEA FLOAT missions conducted during August -
utilizing from two to seven PCF's and supported by a PG, SEAL, ECD,
and UDT Teams, Seawolves, Slicks, and UV-10 aircraft. The SEA FLOAT
missions were designed to maximize damage to known or suspected
enemy base areas, secret zone, and extortion stations, The Swift
boats conducted day and night psyops patrols along the waterways
Af the SEA FLOAT operating area. In those areas inaccessable to
the Swifts , psyops missions were carried out by airborne units.
In addit’on the PCF's inserted SEALS,EOD, ULT, and MSF troops,
provided waterborne guardp.sts, blocking forces, and escort service
for logistics craft along *he Bo De and Cua Lon Rivers and adjacent
canals. The six to ten Swiftboats assigned to SEAFLOAT also
participated in SEALORDS missions in areas adjacent to the SEA
FLOAT AJ. In addition, the Mobile Advance Tactical Support Bass,
PCP's and the PG conducted nightly H and I fire dubing the month
of August into known VC base camps and extortion areas, (Psycho-
logical operations aspects of Seafloat are discuseed in Psyops)
" On 1 August, the first MSF troops arrived at SEK FLOAT by
C-177 heldicopter, On 15 August these troops departed and were
replaced with 228 MSF troops including a combat recon platoon, .
The USS GALWUP (PG 85) arrived SEA FLOAT on 18 August and assumed
the PG duties,
The Vietnemese Navy on 23 Auguet proceeded to Pt. Foxtrot

(VvQO88720) and aptablished the SEA FLOAT Annex, consisting of
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a VNN LSIL HQ327, VNN LSM(H) HQ4O01, KCS, VNN POLWAK Team arnd VNN reaction
force. The units remained on station all day making the SEa FLOAT
Annex an all VN psyops effort for the first time.
Training for the second 1F 115 SEA FLOAT team commenced on
4 August and topics include two days of Duffel Bag indoctrinationm,
firat aid training, weapons training, SkA FLOAT mission, personal

response, psychological warfare, PCF and SZAL operations.

The number of Kit Carson Scouts(XCS) aboard SEA FLUAT will

be maintained at the current level of 15 although a total of 50

are authorized and will be available depending on the needs of

SEA FLOAT and the status of the 0ld Nam Can gettlement, The KCS
have been employed in a variety of jobs since arriving at SEA FLOAT.
These include:

Intelligence: four had operated with the VC in the SHA FLOAT AU
and provided operaticnal intelligence support,

Reconnaisance: three to five had begen employed on a daily
basis to conduct periodic sweeps of the immediate area and to check
for booby traps,

Population/flesources Control: used at both SEA FLOAT aad SEA
Flo  Annex to inspect eampans and evaluate VC suspectu;

Combat Patrols: Operated with SEAL's and on fiva operations
have killed eight VC, |

Intero gation: The older and more experienced XCS5 have effect-
ively interrogated and interviewed PU4's and detainess,

Psyops : KCS have circulated among visitors on an informal

basis and participated enthusiastically in the psyops program,
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Tapes have been prenared to be played by PCF's and helos drawing
on their knowledge of local conditions andrvc vulnerabilities in
the region,
The KCS have shown themselves to be well disciplined, aggressive
and euger for centact.
$ial units attached to SeA FLOAT (CTG 115.7) were active during
t-he wonth of August. Operations included setting up observation/
listening posts, interdiction of V( supply routes and extortion sites,
night probes along possible VC supply/infiltration routes, combat
and compal recon patrols,locating and taking prisoners and reescting to
NILJ's intelligence reports on VC activity in the SEA PLOAT AO.
Commander T.R.M. Emery, USN,relieved Commander Paul A. Yost,
USCG as commander of SEA FLOAT (CTG 115.7) on 1 August.
Or 3 nugust a COMPHIPTHAPAC representative and the NAVFORV
Base Defense Officer visited SEA FLOAT for briefings and discussion
on the defense of the SEA FLOAT complex.
Commander Task Force 115, CQMLANSHIPRON NINE, the NAVFORV
Communication and Psyops Ufficers wvisitea SEA FLOAT on 5 August
for briefings and an update on SEA FLOAT operations and problem

aredas,

{n 10 August the Deputy IV Corps Commander, Major General R,

wetherill, U.Z, Army received a briefing and tour,

The Vietnamese Navy Chlef of Naval Operations, Commodore Tran
Van Chon and party in company with the An Xuyen and Bac Lieu Sector
edvisors and assistants received briefings and tours of SEA FLOAT

on 22 August.
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Un 6 August, Market Time units conducted a mission utilizing
105 MSF troops for ground 5weeps west of the Rach filai Nhap about
four miles northeast of the SEA FLOAT MASTB (WQ 045693). The tioops
were inserted by PCF's 35 and 96. The initlal 35 trcops swept to ther
north while 70 troops inserted in the Rach Cai Nhap moved west, PCF's
31 and 45 were called in to provide gunfire support for the 35 troops
who had made contact with the enemy, When the enemy fire had been
suppressed the two MsF groﬁps joined and swept east to the Rach Cai
Nhap destroying a VO village containing fifty multi-room structures
and adjoining bunkers. The village was devoid of people,weapons and
documents and indications were that the entire populace had departed
approximately twelve hours earlier. The day operation resulted in
50 structures, 50 bunkers, and eignt craft destroyed. There were no
friendly casualties,

Based on intelligence obtained from the SEA FLOAT Naval Intelligence
ILiaison Officer (NILD) and a SEA FLOAT Kit Carson Scout, SEAL team Det.
Golf departed SEA FLOAT aboard PCF 94 at OBOO on 8 August to interdict
a VG extortionist station along the Cai Nhap Canal in An Xuyen Province.
At 1030 the SEAL's were transfered to a VN junk and first proceeded
north on the Cai Nhap Canal with negative contact. The SEAL'as were
then inserted and patrolled north toward the place where the ex-
torticnist was last reported and arrived at 1415 and found a hooch;
however, it had been abandoned. At 1440 a sampan with four occupants wae
sighted approaching the area and attempted to evade. After warning
shots were fired two of these were ldlled while one escaped into the

treeline, One female was recovered from the water and detained.
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ATter destroying the hooch the SEAL's were extracted by a Seawolf.

Miscellaneous documents and photos and a small amount of ammunition

were captured and »ne sampan and motor destroyed. Interrogation

5§ the detainese indicated that she had worked for the VC as a message
passer and that the three men were confirmed VC.
On 9 August, a SEA FLOAT misaion was conducted with seven PCF's,
Sallup (PG 85) USS Asheville(PC 84), ECD and UDT 13 Det.Golf,
troops and Seawolves participating, The operation commenced with
Swift bcats inserting the troops on the Rach Ba Than (W(055680)
and Rach Suong (W(O70682) about five miles east of SEAFLOAT for
sweeps south. Iuring a day of frequent contact PCF elements were
ambushed on five separate occasions with rockets, S/A fire and a mine
resulting in PbF's 5, L0,and 31 receiving minor damage, One U.5,
seilor and three MSF troops were wounded, 1he ground troops later swept
tre ambush areas and captured 58 booby traps, two large chargea, 60
Japanese knee mortar grenades, and three hundred rounds of ammunition,
Ten bunkers, three structures, and one barricade were destroyed and
two VO were killed.,

On 11 Lugust, PCF's inaserted MSF troops, UDT and EOD personnel
in the area west of the Cai Nhap Canal about six miles nnrcheast
of Gea Float (WQ 082710). The troops awept west to a VC village
taking 11 detainees and firing on four escaping VC. During an assnult
on 2 hurker a wuman and a child were killed. Sweeping further west

the MSF troops detained 40 additicnel persons,
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Six YC were killed and one VC wounded, 13 sampans and three
structures were destroyed and four sampans damaged during the sweeps. N
The MSF and EOD captured 750 pages of documents, one Russian bolt .
action carbine, three CHICOM claymore wines and three CHICCM
grenades, At 2000 the PCF's inserted 15 MS5F's oa the east bank
af the Cai Nhap Canal to remain as a night observation post 7 g
while the remainder of the troops and the detaineesa returned to SEA
FLOAT, The troops on the night observation poat accourted for .
five VC killed and one VC wounded, and capturad one Russian carbine '
and three CRICJM grenades, seven CHICOM claymore mines and 10
kilos of documents. The documenta indicated that one of the VC
kilied was a high ranking political cadre. There were no friendly 3
vasualties in this operation,

At noon on 13 August, Lwe Seawolves on a reconnaissance flight
spotted three VC in a bunker complex wast of Cai Nhap Canal
(WG 075755). with sector clearance air atrikes were put in the area.
MSF troope were scrambled and inserted by PCF's and cartured two
pounds of documen%s, one CHIC(M grerade, and ons CHICOM claymore
mine, The Seawolves destroyed six sampans, five bunkers and 25
st.ructures whils killing two Viet Cong. There were no friendliy &
casualties, .2

On the afterncon of 16 August, three SEAL's and two Kit
Carson Scouts departed SEA FLOAT aboard PCF's 52 and 62 to
locate and take prisoners from a Viet Cong Indoctrination Center
and from Lo Cal ¥C hamlet located about six milea northeast of

SEA FLOAT. The SEAL's were transferred to a sampan and travelled

north on the Cai Nhap Canal and were inserted in the vicinity of
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the VC Indoctrination Ce..er., They patrolled 700 meters to a
: hcech and searched it with negatiye resulta. Upon arriving at
. . the south end of Lo Cal hamlet five males were observed running
into the treeline. In the ensuing battle, two VC were kiiled and

one captured. After the fire was suppressed the patrol mowad

into the treeline and destroyed two camouflaged sampang with
motors and 10 kilos of rice. The patrol then returned to the
Cai Nhap and were extracted. Interrogation of the detainece
indicated that he had served as a VC guerrilla and he provided
information concerning VC plans and meeting places which will be
used for future operations,

On the might of 19 August, three SEAL's and three Kit

Carson Scouts (KCS) departed SEA FLOAT aboard two PCF's to
f:; conduct a 12 hour interdiction post of a VC supply routs

about six miles west of SEA FLOAT (VQ 98466L). At 2QL5 the_te&m

embarked on a skimmer for insertion; howsver whilé.enroute to
P the area they heard four shots and obssrved a large unlighted
- junk, approximately the size of a PCP approaching four other
 ’ lighted junks. It was determined by the KCS that the large

junk was operated by VC who were making claims on the lighted
g‘ﬂ .. Junks., As the VC Junk pulled away with the two saxpans in tow
| it was taiken under skimier fire with LAW rockets, M~79 grenade
launchers and M~60 machine guns, The junk returned the fire

but this was suppressed quickly. At 2320 the team depsrted the

area, boarded the PCF'as and were returned to SEA FLOAT. There

were no frierdly casualties while five VC were killed and 3
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woundzd, Une large junk was severely damaged.

On the morning of 20 August, PCF's 56, 35, and 9 with 120
M3F troops enbarked, entered the Cal Khap Canal and inserted
the troops at three locations along the bank about seven miles
northeast of 535h FLUAT (WG 085730), WQ 082748,WQ 081756). Two
Swift boats exited the canal while PCF's 36 and 56 established a
waterhorne guard post for support of the troops, The troops
sweeping west made contact and received and suppressed 60mm mortar
and amall arms fire and destroyed four bunkers, three structures
aﬁd numerous digging tools. The second group found several anti~
personnel mines and captured two VC suspects at a VC base camp and
detained 28 women and children. This group also received 60mn
mortar, smail arms, and A/W fire. Troops and detainees then
moved back to the canal and all were extracted except 20 MSF
ambush troops who took up positions along the bank. At 2045,
the troops observed three sampans travelling north on the Rach
Cai Nhap which stopred to pick up 3-4 persons 200 yards south
of the M3F troop site. when the boats passed the ambush sites
they were illuminated and taken under fire at point blank
range; eight VC were killed and the sampans destroyed, About
50 minutes later another sampan with four males came to search for
the bodies, It was also taken under fire at point blank range
and four VC were killed, The MSF troops were then extracted and
returned to SEA FLOAT. The operation resulted in 12 VC killed
and 30 personnel detained. Four sampans, three structures, and

four bunkers were destroyed. One MSF troop was slightly wounded
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as the only friendly casualty.

Saven PCF's conducted a SEA FLOAT mission on 25 August when.
they inaerted 115 MSF troops and UDT 13 Det GOLF in twe groups along
the Rach Cai Nhap about zeven miles northeast of SEA FLUAT (WQ085732)
for a sweep to the weat. The troops made contact with the enemy
on two occasions and Slicks and Seawolves were called in for air
atrikes, The MSF troops established a night camp which came
under fire, Night air strikes were made by Seawolves and OV-10A's
in the area -round the'camp. At first light on the 26 of August
the MSF broke camp and continued the sweep. The Swift boats
embarked an additional 35 MSF troops to establish a northern
blocking force, but received B-40 and recoilless rifle fire from
an ambush poésition on the Rach Cai Nhap. The PCFP's beached and
suppressed the enemy fire and then proceeded to insert the troops.
The troops uncovered many structures, bunkers, and food caches
which indicated that the area was used as a VC base camp., The
troops were extracted on the afternocon of 26 August ani were
returned to SEA FLOAT. The two day operation resulted in four
VC killed and eight VC wounded., There were 48 bunkers and 39
structures destroyed along with 1.000 kilos of salt, 200 kilos
of rice, several 57mm recoilless rifle rounds and one CHICOM ming,
There were four MSF and one U,S5. sailor wounded while one PCF
received minor damsge.

On 29 and 30 August, six PCF's with 70 MSF troops embarked,
inssrted them in Kinh Ngang ( WQ 0l10674) with the

simultaneous insertion of 35 MSF troopa at WQ 050 758 by Slick
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helicopter. The troops made sweeps into known VG base areas
Letween the two insertion points, making contact with the enemy
~ at 1330, At the same time, helos providing air cover and troop
. 1lifts received heavy A/W fire slightiy wounding the left door
gunner of the Slick. A short time later, Seawolf 12 also received
heavy A/v weapons fire seriously wounding the door gunner. At the
same tine MSF troops were receiving heavy S/A, A/W, and 60mm
mortar fire , when OV-10 aircraft wers called in and suppressed
the enemy fire. The 3wift boats extracted 35 MSF troops in
late afternoon without incident leaving 70 troops to establish
a night surveillarce camp. At 2000 two VC attempting to probe
the camp were taken under fire, killing one VC. At first light
on the 30th, the troops broke camp and continued their sweep and
. captured one man whose house was protected by four claymore mines,
In another structure several VC documents were found indicating
that the area was being held by the Viet Cong Luan-luu Mobile
. Guerrilla Foree. In the afternoon, a VC base camp was discovered
along with an arms cache., The sweep continued to the Cai Nhap
Canal and the troops were extracted by the PCF's without making
any contact with the enemy on the last cay of the operation. The
two day operation resulted in 32 structures, 13 sampana, and
29 bunkers destroyed along with 1,000 pounds of rice, 3100 pounds
of salt, and 300 pounds of new punji stakes,
The MSF troops captured seven 12 kilo CHICOM wines, five

CHICOM grenedes, two M~26 grenudes, 500 rounds cf small arms ammo
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and 20 pounds of VC documents. There were seven VC killed ( four
body count, three probable) and one VC captured, Friendly
casualties were one USN, one USA and one MSF wounded. Une Seawolf

and one Slick were damaged.
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HARKET TIME UNITS

Fatrol aircraft detachments from five Navy patrol squadrons.
manned the Market Time air barrier patrols during August., Patrol
Scuadren SIX (VP-6) operated out of U- Tapao, Thalland. Detachments

from VB-2, VP-Y, VP-50 and VP-17 operated from Cam Ranh Bay.

Average nusber of U.S. ships/craft on patrol during August:
150 M50 WPB FCF  LST PG WHEG
AVG 1.75 1.25 14 4O 1 2 3
Average nunber VNN ships/junks employed during August:
SEA FORCE RIVER FORCHL COASTAL FCRCE
Total 40 235 179
U.3. ACTIVITY
Total Detected Wood Day 32,241 Night

Steel - Dmy 457 Night 212

Total Inspected ‘ood Day 14,441 Night 24,266

Steel - Day 376 Night 171

Total Boarded Wood Day 11,666 Night 7,183
18,574
Steel - Day = 18  Night 7

Total Detained  Junks 189 Persons 976 {59 VC suapects)

VNN ACTIVITY
Junks Searched 80,582 Junks Detained 291
Peraons Search 264,09 Persons Detained 766
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NAVAL GUNFIRE
Total Missions 614 (Includes 120 cases of hoatile fire

suppression)

ENEMY CASUALTIES
107 Killed plus 42 Probable
21 Wounded

9 Captured

EIEMY MATERIAL LOSSES
228 Junks/Sampans Destroyed
732 Structures/Bunkers Destroyed
20 Junks/Sampans Damaged

423 Structures/Bunkers Damaged

The following SCVENTH Fleet ships operated in Market Time during

the month of August:

DATES
0SS CONFLICT (MSC 426) l-3
UsSS EXCEL (MSO 439) L-6 10 =22
USS CROCKETT (PG 88) 20 - 23
USS GALIANT (MSO 489) 23 - 31
USCGC SEBAGO (WHEC 42) 1-13 , .
USCGC TAMEY (WHEC 37) 1 =31
USS WOODPECKER (MSC 209) 2224 .
USS WIDGEON (MSC 208 ) l-3 25~31
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UsGSC SPENCER (WHEC 36) 1- 24
U5S LOYALTY (MSO 457) -3
USCGC MENDOTA (WHEC 69) -6

UL0GC KIAVATH (JHEC 66) 31

5
1
USS WASHOE CCUNTY (L3T 1165) l1-8
8
9

U38 JINDHAM COUNTY (LST 1170) 31

Uss GALLUP (PG 85) 21 - 31

PCi''s were assigned to the following Coastel Divisions on 31 August:
tCoastal Div |Coastal Div
Coastal Div Coastal Div Coastal Div FOURTEEN FIFTEEN
ELEVEN~An Thoi | TWELVE-Danang# | THIRTEEN-Cat Lo |Cam Ranh Bay|Qui Nhon
3 45 {13 17 63 142 1
5 50 |15 21 6L |44 23
9 21 |20 R4 87 147 49
32 139 25 95 |48 67
55 |61 28 98 |57 74
56 |65 32 58 89
62 |70 37 68 91
72 |75 L6 73
82 (78 53 88
94 |79 54 90
9% |80 5% 97
81 60

99

(8)
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Total Assigned PCF - 76
# - 3ix PCr's assigned to Chu Lai Detachment

Non assigned PCF's:

VHN PCF Training Location

PCTF 6 Saigon Boat School

FOF's in Cverhaud

PCF location Cormenced ETC 25T Length
93 Cam Hanh Bay 8 Jul 69 31 Aug 69 53 days
69 Cam Ranh Bay 22 Jul 69 15 Sep 69 56 days
66 Cam Ranh Bay 13 sug 69 2 Cet 69 50 days
92 Cat Lo 12 Aug 69 27 Sep 69 46 days
71 Cat Lo 19 Aug 69 . 18 Nov 69 90 days

Total Non-assigned PCF - 6

Grand Total 82
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JIVER PATROL FURCE SUMMARY

.Throughout August, the River Patrol Forece countered pressure on
the eneumy An the I CTZ, Mekong Delta, along the upper Saigon River,
and in the Rung Sat Special Zone and additionslly provided major support
to on goinpg and some recently activated Operation 384 LGIDS Imtasrdiction
Campaigns - GIANT SLINGSHOT, Border Interdiction (consisting of Tran
thing Dao and Barrier Reef Campaigns) Search Turn (Rach Gia Canal),

Mang Thit-Nicholai Cenal and Che Gao Cansl operatlions.

During the month an avernge of 220 PBR's were assigneld to the
force. Twenty of these were assigned to the I CTZ under ihe CPCON
of CTF Clearwater, 20 were assigned to TG 194.3 (Rach Gia) which became
cperational on 1 August when CTG 116.1 assumed the designator CTG 194.3;
a monthly average of 72 were assipned to TG 194.9 (GIANT SLINGSHOT),
20 were assigned to TG 116.3/7TG 154.0 with responsibilities rfor the
Central Delta Patrol and the Mang Thit-Nicholai/Cho Gmo Canal operations,
and an average of 34 were assigned to TG 116.9 operating in the Rung
Sat Speclal Zone and along the upper Saigon River. Additionally PCF's

of TG 115.3 continued to patrol the lower Bassac und Co Chien Rivers

as replacements for PBR's being utilized in the SEA LORDS Campaigns.

The employment of Task Forse 116 assets included the executicn of
the population and resources control mission which resulted in 2,660
two boat patrols, 100,699 detections, 31,26/ inspections, and 23,415

boardings during the month, These figures do not include the results
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of PCF patrols wnich are reported In the Market Time Raider section P
o' this summary. Other FER aetivity included canal incursions for .
waterborne traffic inspecticns, distribution of FS5YOPS material,
intelligence gathering, and general familiarization; daily Chain
brag sweeps of the Long Tau shipping channel by MSB's; support of i
SEnL and PRU operations; nighttime wmterborne guardposts; transporta- -
tion of Vietnanese and other Cree world armed f{orces and MEDCAFPS and

Psycholopgical +<arfare operations.

Came Jorden aircraft at the end of the month mmbered 30 helicopters ‘ ?_
and 13 0V-10's assigned as follows: Detachment CRE {two helos) aboard ’
the UG53 WINDHAM COUNTY {LST 117C) supporting TF 115 forces in operation
HEA FLOAT/TRAN HUNG DAO III in the lower Cau Mau Peninsula, betachment
™0 ‘four heios) at Nha Be, Detachment THHEE (twe helos) aboard the USS
HUNTISRDON COUNTY (L3T 838) on the upper Mekong River southeast os 1an
Chau, Detachmert FOUR (two helos) at Ben Luc on tne Vam Co Dong River,
Detaclment FIVE (two holos) aboard the YRBM-16 on the upper Bassac River
southeast of Chau Doc, Detachment SIX (two helos) aboard the USS
JENNINGS COUNTY {IST 846) enroute .0 the Gulf of Thailand, Deta.chxﬁent E
SEVEN (4wo helos) at Tay Ninh on the upper Vam Co Dong River, Detach-
mont EIGAT (two helos) aboard the USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) in the
Gulf of Thailand wes%t of Rach Gia, and a maintenarce pool of 12 helos
at Binh Thuy. The 13 CV-10A airoraft are based at VIAF, Binh Thuy |

{ as detachment A (5 planee), -.d at Vung Tau as detachment B (5 planes).

A mintenance pool of three aircraft exists at Binh Thuy, These air-
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craft accounted for asver 890 flight hours in combat missions in
addition to normal surveillance patrols, A breakdowm of these hours

follows (Game Warden/SEA LORDS):

UH-1B /  OV-1GA

FREPLANNED STRIKES 12/140 5/0
REACTICN 3TRIKSS 13/108 43/0
TARGETS OF OPrORTUNITY 66/112 147/0
SUPPRT MI33IONS 41/151 56/0

Note: Although no SEA LOIDS mlssions are listed to OV-1QA's they
nonetheless did support SEA LORDS operations while under the OPCON
of GTF 116; some of the missions listed for UH-1B's in support of
SEA LLRDS are also in support of Game Warden operations, this disparity

arises as a result of the split responsibility of TG 116.3/TG 194.6.

The Pung Sat Special Zone continued to receive special attention.
In «ddition to joint operations conducted with Vietnamese forces, two
named joint cperations were conducted with cther free world forces.
The first of these, Operation Friendship I (2~4 August) involved
TG 116.9 support of Royal Thai Army volunteer force troops in the
southern Nhon Trach District of Bien Hoa frovinca. Navy support
corsisted of PBR/ASFB blocking forcas, waterborne guardposts,_and
11ft of' Thael troops; SEAL reconnaissamn:e and guardpost; and Seawolf
patrols/mtrikes. The second operation, (yeration Platypus (10-14
Angust) found TG 116.9 forces supporting uni%s of the lat Armored
Regicent, of thc let Australian Task Force (ATF) in western Phouc
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Tuy Province. 5:il's with FRU Scouts set guardposts and conducted
recon missions and PBﬁ's/ASPB's conducted traffic checks, canal
incursions, and provided waterborne blocking forces. PBoth of theée
operations were aimed a% cutting enemy commo linison routes into

the Dung Sat Srecial Zone,

On 11 August, RIVDIV 574 was turned over %o the Vietnamese Navy
at Wha Be, marking the first ACTOV Progrem turnover of & PBR Division,
Cn the same day RIVDIV 571 moved 1ts area of operation from Nha Be
to Fnu Cuong on the upper Saigon River thereby doubling the number of

PER Divisions operating in that area,

Gome Warden PBR, UH-13, And OV-10A Operaztions

On the evening of 1 August, Army units called for an air strike
on a bunker and four people in a saumpan next to the bunker swbout 15
miles south of Vinh Long (X5 131 179) Bronco's of TU 116./.8 were
diverted from their patrol to place the strikes. Armmy observers
credited the strikes with four VO killed, two houses destroyed and

one bunker damaged., There were no U.5, casualties,

Two PER's of TE 116.9.1.3 inserted a six man U.3, Army team 12%
miles northwest of Fhu Cuong (XT 645 315) on the night of 2 August
and then assumed waterborne guardpost positions nearby. At 2045 the
scldiers engaged a four man VG point element of an enemy platoon
(35~50 VC), The main enemy unit returned automatisc and B-40/41 rocket
fire resulting in three U,3, soldiers killed and the other three
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scunded.  The troops then requested imnediate emergency extraction
and assistance. The F3ii*s returned and suppressed the enemy fire,

and then put ashore = three man landing party to move the dead and
wvounded to safer positions, Dust-off and artillery illumination were
resucsted. Additional P3R's arrived on the scene anc three more
sailors were put ashore as naval units and personnel conlinued to
suppress the enenmy fire and provided security until the dust-off was
completed., The Pil's then safely extracted their own men and withdrew

fron the aree. Eneny casunlties were one killed and six others

rrobebly xilled, There were no Navy casuslties.

In the Rung 3at Speeial Zone, shortly after midnight on 8 august,
FEi's in waterborne guardpost 16 miles south.ast of Nha Be (Yo 178 719)
Yook an enemy samnan under {ire. The four occupants of the sampan
answered the P3R's with small arms fire which was suppressed. Enemy
casunltics were placed at four probably killed and one sampan destroyed.

There were no U.J,. casuslties,.

Seawolves were cleared by CTG 116,3 to place strikes on an estimated
company of VC, ten miles northwest of Mo Cay (XS 383 235) on the after-
nocn of 10 sugust. The strikes msulted in eight structures destroyed,
an additional five ot .ers damaged, and six of the enemy probably

killed.

Bronco's of TU 116.4.8 were scrambled late afterncon of 12 August
to go to the aid of an Army forward air ocontroller (FAC) who was

receiving ground fire at a point 25 miles northwest of Tra Vinh

(X3 249080-XS 260025), The aircraft arrived on the 2cene and placed

all of their ordnance on the target and received light automatic
VTl CONFIDENTIAL
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v ons Fire Trom the enamy ~ositieor:. The eneny fire was silenced
4 - .
and thic army FAS crcdited the CV-1's with four eneny killed, four

stroctures destroyed and three damaged. There were no friendly

Sezvoives vere recvested to provide air cover for U,5, .rmy
troops in contact with the onemy on the afternoon of 13 August, 15
niles southvest of Ren Tre O 393 257). The helos -lzced their
ctrikes on an estimated company of Vict Cong and received sporadic
sniper {ire during their runs, Inery casuzlties were listed as
12 protehly willed, five structures destroyed, and five other damaged.

There were no U,o, casunltics.

On the uprer Seigon River, five miles nortlwest of Phu Cuong
e '}:561760), on the night of 17 iugust PER's in night guardpost
nonilions sighted a column of epproximately 40-350 VC/NVA troops noving
south on the bank of the river earrying heavy packs and equiprent.
Whon the eneny closed to 40-60C feet the PBi's opened fire, killing

three of the enemy. Two ore FOR's aped to the scene from their guard-

post positions to give support., The snemy initially fired rockets

and automatic weapons at the boats but scored no hits. On thelr second
firing run, the POR's supprersed the enemy fire and then withdres to
allow LHFT and artiller; strikes to be placed in the area. While the
support firing was going on, the PER's aightgd an additional 20-3C
enemy troops on the north bank of the river aad killed five of them.
Additional aircraft strikes were oredited with killing nine of the

enemy. No friendly casualties were sustained.
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Ctn 19 Lugust, SUitts of TE 116.5.1 vere transporting U.s. Army
troons on the upner oal;sn fiver abtoul tvo miles northuest of Phu
Cuong (XY 742 155). After inserting tho lact of th: troops, the PBER!s
romained in the arce to nrovide support ana act as a blecking force
and found a2 sache of 15 ©-41 rockets 1lying on the west bank of the
river in back of a iree. The rockets vere all in individual plastic
covers and in good new condition., The entire cache had been covered

with & geen plastic tarpulin. There was no contact with enemy forces.

Just before dawvn on 21 Awgust, PBlits of TU 194.6.1 were drifting
in the ang Thit River approximately 15 miles soutlivest of Cai Nhum
(UX 145 147) when they came upon an unlighted sampen proceeding along
the east banl: of *hr river. Four arrmed men in the sampan evaded to
the bark of the river when called alongside. The PBR's took the men
under fire, two men were observed to be hit and the other two abandoned
the sampan and went below the surface of the water. Hand grenandes were

dropped in the area but none of the bodles surfaced. All four are

listed as killed.

Seawolves on a Mang Thit River patrol on the evening of 24 August
were cirected to strike a VC staging area about ten miles southeast
of Vinh Long (X5 1629), The helos brought fire to bear on six evading
sampans but recelved no return fire, FEnemy casualtles were ten killed,

two sampans destroyed and four others heavily damaged.

FBR's on patrol seven milen southeast of Dau Tieng (XT 555 351)
on the night of 26-27 August sizhted approximautely 20 VC attempting
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%o cross the Suigon River from north to south. When the VC were in
the water, the be.te illuminated and orened fire, aK-47 fire was
received from both benks and support was reguested from fire support
Base Yakone. liorter illumination vas received from FSB TFreda. The
eneny then fired two B-40/4l rockets from the north bank but both
rissed ané the P°R's then suppressed the enemy fire. Shadou aircraft
(C-47) and LITT nlaced strikes in the area. when the aircraft departed,
the P E's continued vith B:I fire throughout the night to prevent enemy
rescue and hody recovery efforts. Fifteen of the eneny were killed in

the cneounter and an additional five were listed as probably killed,

There werc no friendly casualties,

Two Broncot's of TU 116.4.& were serambled to ascsist friendly
ground forces in heavy contact with the enemy about 22 miles southeast
of Scc Trang (/R 9C4 425). The enemy forces were armed with at least
two crew served weapons, 4 ground sweep after the aircrauft strikes
revealed 25 of the enemy killed, three structures destroyed, and two
¢rew cerved weapons destroyed, The enemy was also estimated to have
suffered ten others probebly killed and three probatly wounded. There

were no U.S. casualiies, This action took place in mid morning

27 August.

On 28 August, Bronco's were called on once again to support troops
in heavy contact with an estimated two platoons of VC 20 miles south-
east of Soo Trang (XWR 935 457). Their air strikes resulted in ten

of the onemy killed. There were no Navy casualties,
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Jhile conducting a PBR recon of Bo Cap Canal, 1% miles north-
west of Thu Cuong (IIf 652 213) on the afternoon of 31 August, a VC
vas sighted walking on the bank carrying a bag. When the PER's tock

V3 under fire, six other VC broke from cover & the canal crossing
and ran west, The boats immediately took the acditional VC under fire
and lkilled four of them, The other three vere wounded and captured.
Also recovered wac VG personal gear and documents, A readout of the
documents reveanled that the VC were returning from a missicn to
rurcnase rice in Chu Chi and that at least one VC was in Chu Chi.

The VG were identified. es members of the 294 VC Regiment, There were

no U.S, casuzlties.

GAME WAFDEN SEAL OPERATIONS
Just prior to midnigki on 1 August, S:AL's were inserted by
Lu3C approximately 1/ miles east of Nha Be (I3 155 774) in support
of operation Friendship I. After establishing a guardpost position,
they waited almost five hours before sighting 15 Viet Cong in three
sampansd. They took the sampans under fire and received heavy automatle
fire in retwrn. Seawolves were scrambled and placed strikes on the
surrounding river banks, At the end of the encounter 1C VC were listed
as probably killed, one.sanpan wvas destroyed, four personal weapons

were captured and approximately four kilos of doouments concerning

rocket/mine use and manufasture were taken into ocustody. There were

no U.S, casualties,

Reacting to intelligence received from detainees, seven SiAL's
and one LDNN were inserted by LSSG 12 miles west of My Tho (XS 305 400)
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in the pre-dawm hours of 5 Aurust. They patrolled south 1C0 meters
to o deslgnented VO hooteh and searched it with negative results,
Patrolling t¢ the west tuey detained three males in ~nother hootch.

- then one of the detainees attempted to escape, he was taken under filre and
killed. The twec remsining detainees were questioned,classified VC,
and then turmcd over to authorities at Dong Tam. This was a TG 194.4

opcrotion.

Chieu Hoi and cembined intelligence concerning alleged POM camps
trigcer-d a series of TU 194.6.8 ScAL operations on 9 dugust in an
ares ° miles southeast of Ben Tre (B 176 90, XR 82 43). The SKAL's
opereting with LDNI's and PRU's were inserted by Army slicks and searched
for the three suspected sitec with no success, They did however,
discover two VG base camps/work areas and a VC dispensary. The work-
shop3 and mumerous hand grenades that were stockplled there were

destroyed. Three VC were killed at the first site when an air stirike

was called in to destroy the enemy structure. Three VC commo-liaison

personnel and one VC worker were captured at the dispensary, After
destroying the buildings at the second site, all friendly forces and

Upon successful extraction H&I fire from

prisoners were sxtracted.

the USS PRITCHETIT was placed in the area of the workshops. Inter-

rogations of the prisoners provided only one person who had heard of
POWis in the area within the last month. There were nc friendly

cacualties,

Adcting on intelligence gathured from previous operations, SEiL's

of TU 194.6.8 with four LDNN's and three Hol Chans were inserted by
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1CH 1C! miles west of My Tho (XS 324 409) on the afternoon of -

11 iugust, The objective was a possible arms/weapons cache in a
suspected V3 base camp. Seauolves vere scrambled to cover the operation
and the entire objecctive area was prepped with mini-guns from the LCM.
Four VG hootches, three VC sexpans, and a 1,000 pcund rice cache vere
destroyed and 1,000 rounds of AK-47 amrunition, two kilos of documents

and scme clothing and medical gear were captured,

In Long An Province eight miles southwest of Nha Be (XS 863 704)
a combined operation involving 12 GEAL's, 26 PRU's, two LDNW's, PBR's,
Broncc's, Seauolves, and U..o. Army slicks took place on the afternoon
of 19 sugust., ScAL!'s and PRU's were inserted by slick and took cover
awalting the arrival of VC, Five VC met in & hootch and three more
were seen approaching in a sampan. Those in the sampan were taken
under fire and additional Forces were landed by PBR!s and LGSC's., After
the VC had fled, the friendly forces began boarding the boats;but during
extrection,additional VC were sighted in a nippa palm area and taken
under fire by the PBR's and L55C's, Wwhen return fire was reoceived
from the enemy positions,3:AL's and PRU's were inserted for a sweep

of the area, at which point the enemy fled. Seawolves and Bronco's

wvere scrambled to place strikes in the target erea and cover extraction.

There were no U.S. casualties. Enemy casualties were seven killed,

one captured and an additional five listed &s probably killed,

In the pre-dawn hours of 27 August, SEAL's and PRU!'s in waterborme guard-
post position sighted three VC in a sampan traveling east on & canal
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11 niles ecs! of Nha Je (Y5 131777). The sampan was taken under [ire
nnd tio hodies were seen fleating on the water as cne an attenpted
The suimmer s Three

Y ovacasines wliil peuches and zome personal goar were captured and

wr aestiorad.  There were no friendly caszuslties.

SrEel UTHINGALBASSIENT /ATTACLS O MU OHAIT ZHIPMING

The only ccse ot eneamy harssament of merchant shipping on the
vital Long Tau shipping channel to Saigon oceurred on 29 Lujust when
tie 50 100DIA of Panemcian registry came under rocket fire. The rocket

niszed the terget 2:d there uas no damage or nersonnel casuallies.

Tlicre were twe caces ol enenmy mining of ships and one possible
nminin_ attempt during august. On 20 august, the Japancse ship HIFABRI '
120U vas mined with 200-250 pounds of high explosive that blew a hole
2 ft. through the entire bottom of the stern. One crewman vas killed
ant. twe others injured; The ship maintained its watertight inteprity
and empuy tanks provided sufficient btuoyancy to keep the ship afloat.
The mirin: occurred in the wicinity of the Nha Be Tank Farm (XS 925
325). On 28 August the Dutch ship KENIA at the Nha Be Tank Farm was
checked by U.3. Army PHiis between 0315-0330 and found to be secure. At
0345 Army FBR's olghted a white nylon line attached to KENIA's anchor
chain and VNN divers were sent to the scene. Just as the divers were to
enter the water the mine detonated. It was estimated to have been a 400
pound explosive charge. The explosion caused a 15 ft. by 20 fc¢. hole
in the port side of the ship but once again the watertight integrity

of the ship prevented it {rom sinking.
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Three hovrre later nnother white nylon line was sighted stteched to the 3¢

Al T7LCK but no object was attached to it, It was believed that
the jzcking of the ship's propeller hngd cut locse a mine which then
drifted avay. In all cases ecttempts by Alljied Forces to locate

persons rosponsible were unsuccessful.

TASE FPORGE CLEAZJATER

Taek Yorce Clearwater consists of two river security groups

made up of ten rLE's each, River Division 521, the Hue River security

group is based at Mobile Base I at Tam My Lagoon and River Division 543,

based at Cua Viet, makes up the Dong Ha River security group. Eneny
activity was light throughout the month with only seven hostile fire
incidents, All river translits of the Cus Viet and Perfume Rivers
vere made without incident. Enemy casualties ue?e three killed, one
wourded and ovne captured. Navy casualties for this area were one
killed and nine woinded; only one of these was the result of a fire-
fight involving FCR's. Enemy rocket attacks on U.S. instullations

accounted for one killed and six of the wounded.

On 9 August, the pier security guard at Cua Viet using random
seare charges observed a secondary explosion that produced a water

spout approximately 60 feet in height. The explosion 6ccurred about

30 feet from the end of the pier, Based on the size of the wateir spout

and discussion with EOD personnel, it was believed to have been a mine

of an unknown type.
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recsived arproxiantely ten rounds of 140mm rockets
shortry «fter C202 on 11 August. ibout 15 minutes later C Jatiery
L/40 artiilery fired 48 rounds of 1C5mm counter hattery. The attack
illed one Movyman and vownded two others and one soldier. The
resulte of the comter tattery are un!mom. There vas no damage

o Clenrwater nssets and operniions on the Cun Viet were aaffected.

T

4 logictic ernf't trunsiting the Cua Viet River con 16 August
siglhited 2 poscsible water mine {loating on the swface three miles
frown tne mouth of the river (YD 296 667}, PBR and EOD personnel
invrestipzated and fourd the mine to be pressure-influence type with
tuo delay pencils ond 87mm chemical long fuse attached. The pressure

bulh and presgsurc chamber vere lost during recovery. Ho explosion

occurred. EOD personnel. estimated that 1t contained 150-20C pounds

cf{ explosive, the arming circumit had functioned, both vlasting caps had
fired, anc the mine wns either a dud or a low order explosion detonated

the vreviocus day.
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MCSTLY RIV-RINE FORCE SUMA-ARY

The Army-Navy lMobile Riverine Fuirce phased out of existence as

CCFTIVFLOY ONE/CCLEIVSUFPRCN SEVEN/CTF 117 were disestablished on

25 August after operating in the Mekong Delta since February i%967.
The redeployment of units of the U.5., Ninth Division from Dong Tam
in consequerce of the previously announced 25,000 personnel strength
reduction, aleng with previous and planned turnover of river assault
craft to the Vietnamese Navy, were major factors In the phase out.
Remaining Navy components of the MiF have teen designated the Riverine
Strike Group and placed under the command of Commander Task Group
194.7, a componcnt of the Operation SEA LORDS task orgenization.
River assault squadron 13 and 15 remain intaet under CTG 194.7. USS
BENEWAH {(APB 35), flagship of the MRF, moved from its usual station
on the My Tho River near Dong Tam to the vicinity of French Fort

(X5 885 535) on the Vam Co River.

Otherwise during the month, the MRF continued the limited opera--
tions whiﬁh have been characteristic since the stand-down of 9th
Division began. Primary emphasis was again given to local security
operations in defense of Dong Tam and the preemption of rocket and
morter attacks against the base. Tactles to accomplish these geals,
and which involved use of river asssult oraft, included daily insertion
of 6/31 Infantry Battalion troops for interdiotion sweeps in the vicinity
of Dong Tem, night interdiction and sniper patrols, burn defollation

missicus along the Xang Canal, water mobile gusr,dposts, sampan and
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persornel insvection, and harassment and interdiction fire intc the
southern Dong Tam defensive perimeter and reaction rire to Buffel

har sensor indicztions.

Operations outside the Dong Tam area were diversified and wide-
spread. Numerous riverins assault operations throughout Kien Hoa
Frovince took place on slmost a daily basis as RAG supported various
ARVN, Tiger Scout, PRU, Maritime National Police and RF/FF activities.
The majority of these operations were initiated along the Ham Luong
and Bai lai Rivers, Interdiction patrols involving about 8 RAC
were conducted in the vicinlty of Se Dec and Football Island (45 90 40)
in the Mekong River. Operations in the Can Ciouc area of lLong An
Province, targetted against the Viet Cong Dong Phu 265 and 508 Battalions
continued as RAG supported the 3/7th Infantry Battalion of the Third .
Brigade. On the 28th of the month, the newly founded Riverine 3trike
Group assumed patroi/irterdiction responsibilitiss for the Vam Co
River and its tributaries, After the BENEWAH shiftled locale to French

Fort, PRAJ also augmented TG 116.9 patrol units on the Nha Be River

and supported TG 116.3 as a reedy reaction force on the Cho Gao Canal,

Inspections of sempans and persomnel recaived special attention in all

areas throughout the month,

Significgnt contingents of RAC sunported various SEA LORDS and
other operations, i.,e, GIANT SLINGSHOT, Tran Bung Dao and the HSSZ,
Furtber details are given in the Opevation SEA LORLS summary. The
table balow 1llustrates the deployment of RAC at morth's end -« of
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particular note is the signiflcant reduction in bouts assigned to Kien Koa

Province operations as compared to otier months:

(1) () .
Jdpevration Source oi Pal ATC ASPB MON CCB REF MSM  IOTAL

Giant 3lingshot AL 152, 153 10 14 3(2F) 1 0 1 29
Sung Sat Special Zone RAD 152, 153 1F) © 9
Tran NMunz; Deo RAD 131 1l

Maech Soi maD 131

Vam Co Hiver Patrol HaAD 151

Manse Defense 23D 151

Kien Hoa Province Cps AAD 132

Repair & Cverhaul 9

Total 54

(1) F ~ fleme thrower configured monitor

(7) 4 MSM's utilized in utility role

Enemy contact was inconsequentisl in all MRF operating areas during the
month, Of the 14 hostile fire incidents (HFI) reported, only two were snemy
initiated firefights involving an exchange of fire. One friendly initlated
firefight took place while the balance of the HFI's were cases of unilateral
fire. No U.5, casmalties were sustained while 1 PRU and 1 RF wers killed
and 2 PAU and 7 RF were wounded. Enemy casualties were 23 killed (2 probeble).

These casuaslty figures are tha lowest on record,.

The Honorable John M, Warner, Under Secretary of the Navy, accompanied
by Vice Admiral Zumwalt, COMNAVFORV, visited the MRF on 17 August during

hia tour of Naval eotivities, As the Seoretary observed an HXI fire demonstra-
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tion on the south bank of the iy Tho, 4 Viet Cong were sighted in a
free fire zone by tho helo gunsiiips perticipating in the demonstration.

The IRF boats joined in the shoot and the 4 VO were killed.

The final contingent of some 330 U,S. Navymen from the IIRF departed

Vietnam on 25 August. 4ll were part of the 1,200 Navy personnel included

in the 75,000 trocps being redeployed by the end of August.
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CPECATICNS IN KIMN HOA DPROVINCE

The eneny's ability to avoid contect yet harass Dong Tum ahd the
118 uas azain demonstrated as Uong Tam received rocket and/or mortar
fire on at least 7 oceasions, but no damage to Naval units was reported.
Reactlion fire by MH3 units and LHFT were poured on the eneny positions

as the attecks occurred with undetermined effect.

A nining attempt against US5 NUECES was believed to have been
thwarted by minesweeping activlty of the mobile riverine base defense
pairol or by the anti-mine protective sleeve which 1is run up and down
IRB arnchor chains at 30 minute intervals, At 0623 in the morning of
11 August, as NUZCES was preparing to get underway from its overnight
anchorage in the My Tho River /% miles coutheast of My Tho (XS5 569 406),
personnel on boaiu spottied a large flotation device, consisting of a
rubber inner tube with a solid object suspended from the center, secured
tc the port anchor chain. A Navy ECD team was dispatched from Dong
Tam aboard ASPB 12 and at 0730 confirmed the presence of a swimmer placed
water mine. As the ASFB made an approach to attempt to cut the mine
loose and tow it away from the ship, the boat's wake apparently dislodged
the mine from the flotation device causing it %¢ sink. Divers later
entered the water to recover what wes believed to be a command detonated
mine, but met with negative results., A conductor wire was recovered,

& subsequent inspection of the ship's hull produced negative resulte and
a search of the south bank for evidence of wire or detonators also

produced nothing. The NUECES got underway at 0830,
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4 Dbeat on buse defcnse matrol ia the Dong Tam anchorage on the

Iy Tho Rver received ibouv 3 rounds of small arns fire at 0050
on 12 Aungust from the, mouth bank 2 niles west of Dong Tam (X5 316 416).

o damage was sustnined,

A% 0330 on 2 August, A%C 35 and 45, vhile 6n routine patrol with
a 6/31 Infaniry sniper team embarked, received 3 B-40 rounas from the
sonth bank of the My Tho River 4 miles west of Dong Tam (XS 343 408).
490 45 took 1 B-40 nit with no personnel casualties and light camage.
A LHFT strike was placed on the estimated squad size enemy force at
0345 with unknoun results, Fire had not been returned by the RAC due

to the civilian population in the area.

4t 0120 on 14 August, ATC 30 & 34 while conducting routine night
interdiction patrol with a Navy sniper team embarked, observed two Viet
Cong moving on the south bank of the My Tho River 4 miles west of Dong
Tam. (X. 343 411) The ATC took the VC under fire with 20mm, resulting
in two KI.. The unit then continued on interdiction patrel. This was

the same location from which ATC 35 & 45 received B-40 fire on

12 August.

At 0500 on 16 July, two RAD 151 ASPR's in support of the operation
extracted a platoon of My Tho District PRU'e from the bank of the Ba
Lal River 4 miles northeast of Ben Tre (XS 581 351). The FRU's had
been inserted on an intelligence target at 2030 15 August and gained
contact with a squad of VC near the extraction point resulting in 5 W
%illed, One PRU wae ¥illed and another two wounded in the encounter,

CONFIDENTIAL




COMNPIUENTIAL

After hacklosding 350 IU's before afternoon on the 17th, a
monltor, o G5F and 7 AYUC's inserted the troops along the Song Cua Tieu
wnorthern branch of the My Tho) 9 miles southeast of My Tho., As

insertion was connleted, contact was made with 15 Viet Cong who

irrediately cleared the area without exchanging fire.

ifter insertin; two ¥ companles along the Rach Cel Com at 0300
cn 21 August at positicns 5 miles west and 3% miles southwest of Ben
Tre respectively (X5 413 323, X3 445 306), RAC received rocket, i/
and small arms fire from an enemy position about a half mile inland
from the second landing position (vicinity X5 441 3C2). The RAC
returned and suppressed the fire, killing two VC, The RF''s gained contact
accounting for 3 nore VG killed and were extractad at 1630, There were
no friemndly casu:lties. Commander R. G,.Murphy, Commander RAS 13 and

the Don ¥hon district chief controlled the operation from the CCB present,

Enroute to an inspection point with the Don Khon District Chief
1board, € ceme under 3-40, 4/ and small arms fire from the south
bank of the Cai Cam River in Kien Hoa Frovince, 4 miles southwest of
Ben Tre (45 441 :02) at 0930 on 21 August., Fire was reimrned and sup-
pressed resulting in 2 VC killed by ASPB9, RF/PY troops were i.iserted
and accounted for 3 additionsl V€O killed and 4 kilos of documents and

mnedlcal supplies captured,
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Cor¥IDETIAL (Yhen filled in)

USH STATISTICAL SUMMARY
August 1969

KARKET TIME GAME WARDEN Hobile Riverine Force

Detections 76,265 105,715 (2)

Tnspections Lo,25h 2,586

2oard ings 17,974 25,6L8

Craft detained 280 2

Persons detained 1,604 18

Viet Cong suspects 59 0

Hostile fire incidents 120 b9

Temy casualties: .
a. Hilled 149 (107BC,L2EST) 99(BC)&117(FROR) 23 (2 prob)
b. Vounded 21 0
¢. Captured 9 21 3

casualties:
2. Killed L (1USH,1USCG, 1VNN) O USN
b. VYounded 31 (1LUSH,3USCG,1USA,11MSF),
¢. Captured 0
d. Missing 0
Enemy material losses:
a. Destroyed:
(1) Junks or sampars
(2) Structures
Captured:
(1) Junks or sampans
(2) Weapons
(3} Ammmition (rounds)
(L) Rice (tons) (Destroyed)
Damaged:
(1) Junks or sampans 20
(2) Structures 423
USH material losses:
a. Destroyed:
(1) Surface craft 0
(2} Helicopters 0
b. Damaped:
(1) Surface craft 13 (12PCF,1WPB)
(2) Helicopters 2
SAR missions 2

Remarks:

X - Informatien nc¢t availlable or not applicable
(1)= Riverine Strike Group as of 25 AuguBt

(2)= Information unknown or unavailable at this tims
(3)- Two enemy initiated firefights, one friendly initiated, eleven cases
of enemy unilateral fire which was not returned,
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NAVAL ALVISORY GROUP SUM ARY
Vietnamese Navy

FLEET CCMMAKD

Fleet Commond units actively patrolled 19 Market Time stations in
August. This included two in the First Comastal Zone (1E, 1G), two in
the Second Coastal Zone (4C, 4D), two in the Third Coastal Zone- (6D, 6F),
and all the stations in the Fourth Ccastal Zone {areas 8 and 9). Al-
though there was a‘slight decreage in the number of junks cearched
from 5,528 in July to 5,059 in August, there was a substantial rccovery
in the ﬁumber of people searched from 13,903 in July to 19,516 in August,
Detainment figures which normally are rather meager for the Fleet
Comnand ships showed a merked increase in August., There were 27 Jjunks
end 51 people detained in August in comparison to negative detainments

in July.

In addition to Market Time patrols the Fleet Command ships fired
44 NGFS missions, and conducted logistic 1ifts, river escorts, PSYUPS
and Clvic Action, and river missions, Generslly H and I missions are
performed with 1little knowledge of the effectiveness of the fire support.
However, on the evening of 5 August LSIL 330 expended 2,841 rounds of
3%/50, 40ma, 20mm, 8lym, .50 cal. and .30 cal. ammmnition on suspected
YC positiocas eleven miles southeast of Can Tho on the southern benk of
the Hau Giang River (XR 013592, XR 019947, XR 016904, WR 994915,
KR 001936). Several days later a local friendly Vietnamese sampan

owner reported to the commanding officer of the LSIL that his sister
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lived near the target area &nd that after the siip ceased firing VC

entered her hcme and teoit a hlanket to be used in improvising a

medical stretcher., Before the VC left her home they told her that as

a Tesult of the L3IL's destructive fire sixteen of their cormrades had

been killed and 27 wounded.

On 22 August 1SIL 330 was instrumental in turning back a VG
attack when it fired 2%/50 and 40mm rounds at VG who were sighted in

an ares five mlles southeast of Can Tho adjacent to the Hau Glang

River (.R 216012).

On the morning of 27 August, the VNN L3M(H) HQO! (Hospital Ship)
was enroute from SEA FLOAT to the SER FLOAT Annex (both on the Cua Lon
River). Approximately one and one half miles northeast of Nam Can
City (W4 015687) the ship was attacked with 57mm rccoilless rifle,
1-40 rocket, and automatic weapons fire., One 57mm round and three
B-40 rocket reunds found their mark and causad exiensive damage to the
dental van and the ships galley. Hull damage consisted of one hols
one foct in diammeter, two holes two feet in diameter, and superficial
shrapnel demupge to the forward gun mount. The VNN responded almost
immediately with a heavy blanket of dewvastating fire directed at the
enamy positions. One Victnamese sailer with macaive shrapnel wounds
to both legs was medewced to the evacuation hospital at Binh Thuy.
‘wo other sailors that were wounded were treated on toard. Four U.S.
PCF!'s wers already proceeding to the MSF base to pick up troops for

a scheduled operetion when the hospital ship came under fire. Within
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tuenty ninutes the troops were aboard the P2F¥%s and the strike force

was enrcoute to the scene of the ambush, Five minutes after the armbush
was initiated the I..T.0 had struck the ambush positions with 8lmm
nortar fire. a single Su.wclf that was already airborne lashed out

at the enemy with her machine guns and rockets. Once the !SF troops
had rezched the scene of the ineident, they were insevted 200 to 300
yerds elther side of the ambush point and ezrmenced a swrep opsmation.
Approaching the ambush site the ground troops found six doutlaz tubé
homemade B-40 launchers along with three B-40 rockets stili in the
tubes., The troops ~ontinued to search the area until nocn with negactive

results,

At the end of four runs on the Long Naj River, the minesweepers
of RAG 91 recovered eisctrical wire having a total length of 540 feet.
Cn all four occasicns the lengths of wire hed some configuration of a

rlug, detonator, or blasting fuse attached to at least cne end.

RIVER PATROL CROUFP 51

an average of sixteen of the nineteen boats assigne. to RPG 51
rerformed the routine patrols on the Long Tao and Soirap Rivers during
the month of August. The PBR sailors wure fired upoh 'Ehree times in
August (AT ¥S 058915, Y5 062944, and YS 064950) resulting in no VKN
casualties or damage, Highlights of the month oceurred on 30 Avgust
while two FPBR's were conducting a routine patrol on the Dong Nai River
ten milas east northeaat of Saigon (XS 064958). When a sampan was
detected emerging from a nearby canal, the PBR's fired warning shots

wm
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across its bouw. One of the occupants disappeared in the dense under-
growth along the bank and the other one closed the PBR's and oxprassed
his desire to Chieu loi to the FBR's, The VYC and his gear and weapon

vwers delivered to Cat Lai.

COASTAL JUNK FCRCES

Coastal swrve.llance figures for the Coastal Group Junk forces
were cunparable to those reported in July as there were 63,951 junks
(62,797 in July) and 197,318 people (205,562 in July) searched in
itugust., The detainment figures reflected a significant increase in
the number of junks detalned in the Second and Fourth Coastal Zones
and a large decrease in the mumber of people detainod in the First
Coastal Zone partially compensated by increases in the Second, Third,
and Fourth Coaetal Zones, The totals in August were 314 Junks (247

in July) and 825 people (862 in July) detained.

First Coastal Zone
The mmber of enemy initiated incidents remained at a low level

for Coastal Forces during the month with the exception of the evening

of 11-12 August when there was inoreased enemy activity reportad through~

out the Republic of South Vietnam. In comparison to the other coastal
forces Coastal Group 14, operating with U.S5. units in fhe Cua Dai River
area of the Firat Coastal Zone, were involved in the largest mumber of
incidents with the enemy. On the first day of the month a surveillance
team from CGl4 obaerfad sampan activity in the vicinity of the CGL4
base near the mouth of the Cua Dai River (BT 189553). The team took
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the samen wder Doe with devaciating zm-ewrncy, Three VG vere killed
indioona AV-4Y, soven hand orenundes, thirty rounds of smmunition, and

sgmn mizzellancous documents were oantused,

i S-rlr on the nmoining of 9 Awmust the CUl6 hase east ol uong Ngai
VD707 ) reeedved six rounds of 60rm mortar fire. A1l six rounds
lonéged in the uater and there was no furthsr contact with the enemy.
oter the sane day 2 lone Yebuta jurk atiached to CGLL was hit by a
single 57mm recoilless rifle round and some small arms fire approxi-

3]

> raztely cne mile soutiwest of the CCGl. base on the Cua D-i Hiver. The
S7mn recoilless rifle round ripped holes in the poirt and starboard

side between the waterline and the nain deck and in the process slightly
wounded twc Vil sailors. Artillery was promptly supplied by the U.S.
Americal Uivision and GTU 11%.1.C with unimown results. 4 third
siznificant incident occusred on I iugust in the First Coastal Zone

vhen a survelllance team of TAG 32 found and intercepted a floating

mine of a very crude design two and one half miles southwest of Hoi

An on the Thu 3on River (BT 102557). The convonents of the mine were
styrofomn, bamboo, and deteriorated C-4 explosives. A pulley syctem

was used for maneuvering the mine with badly deterliorated wire which

was probably the reason the mine had not dtonated.

) One survelllance team of CGl4 made contact with an unknown number
of VC on Sarrier Island situated in the center of the Cua Dai River

(BT 188544) during the evening hours of darkness on 14 August. Contact
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was light hewever one VNN was killed and another one wounded. Three

VC were confirmed dead and one AK-47 was captured.

Second Coastal Zone

Coastal Group 27 located near Phan Rang in the Second Cosstel
Zone was involved in a firefight on the evening of 9 August when the
0G27 reaction team reacted to intellipence reports that VO were
entering the My An and Khanh Hoi Hamlets for the purpose of exterting
nmeney food, and conscripis. Traveling inisnd and to the north of
Phan Rang the team was ambushed by an estimated two squads of VG in
green uniforms (BN 885822), The firefight continued for approximately
thirty minutes with a steady flow of illumination fire heing proviced
by the UG27 mortars and the Than Hai artillery. When the CG27 toam
withdrew, they accounted for nine VC killed (8 probable) and one AK-47
and some documents captured. The CG27 force followed up their
extraction from the area with random H and I fire throughout the night.
A aweep of the area the following morning uncovered blood trails and

retreating foot prints.

Third Coastal Zone
On 6 August twenty miles upstream from the mouth of the Co
Chien River CG35 provided transportation and blocking for 50 PF troops
that were inserted on the south bank of the river (XS 445055). The
CG35 wmits roceived sniper fire approximately one mile south of the
insertion point (X5 465055) but had no further contaat. When
the FF's were extracted {rom the area, they reported that they had
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light contact which cresulted in the death of two VU and the capture

of two hand grenades,

hile patrolling the lower Bassae River on 15 August 2) miles
southeast of Can Tho, two $G36 junics observed a sampan crocsing from
the southern bank of the river (XR 225680) to Dung Island {(XR 2356830).
when the junks gave chase, they were greeted with automatic weapons
fire which they returned and suppressed. Pursuing the eneny ashore a
fiftcen man CG36 reaction team came under fire from two locations.,
This fire was silenced and the mmbush team later returned to the junis
without gaining any further contact. Total results for the brief

ircident were two bunkers destroyed and one sampan captured.

ter inserting members of the CG36 reactlion team on the banks
of the My Thanh River on 21 August 42 miles southeasi of Can Tho, tuo
U.S5, PCF's and one U.S, WPB procesded farther up the river to set up
a mortar support position., Shortly after 1000 the reaction team
surprised a small group of VC who were returning to an extortionist
station. In the brief skirmish that followed one VC was killad and
four VC, assorted documents, and some ammunition were captured. Before
the reaction team returned to the afloat units, they destroyed six

VC sampsns and the extortion station.

Fourth Coastal Zone
The 56 VNN junks assigned to Coastal Groups 41, 42, 43, and 44
carried out river and Market Time patrols; base defense and SEA
FLOAT opermtions in the Fourth Coastal Zone, Since the coastal groups
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operated as an integrated force, thcre were junks from almost every
coastal ;roup operating out or Ha Tien, 0ld Nam Can, An Thoi, Hon Tre
Island, and Poulo Obi Island. (See dlscussion of Tran Hung Deo
Campuaign in HBoirder Inderdiction Campaign within Operation SEA LORDS
Summary and discussion of 3:4 FLOAT in Coastal Survelllance Force

Summary for further details.)

RIVER ASS3AULT GECUPS
In the Third and Fourth Riverine Areas the VHN RAG's conducted
a total of 2,161 amphihious assaults and 1,335 river patrols. The
RAG's were also employed in routine troop lifts, escort missions,

HGF3, and PSYOPS and Civic Action operations,

Supporticg a VC HNational Follee reaction force and VNN LDNN
on 4~5 August, riverine craft of RAG 31 of the Fourth Riverine
patrolled the river/canal from the northern end of the Mang Thit-
Nicholai waterway (XS 276237) to the small village of Tam Binh twelve
miles south of Vinh long (X3 103107). late in the afternoon of
4 August -‘he RAG's fired thelr guns in preparation for a sweep by the
National Police one mile east of Tam Binh (X5 138137). There were
negative resulta from the sweep and the RAG continued to patrol until
J1it after midnight when they inserted the seven LDNN for a night
guardpost, In the morning the LDNN returned to the RAG boats with the
report that they had killed one VU and wounded two othera during the
night., They also had destroyed two hooiches n.nd captured one grenadse.
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RAG 24 units departed Phu Cuong (XT 806138) on the morning of
7 August with elements of the 5th ARVN Division embarked. While they
transited the Saizon River towards Ben Suc, 26 miles northwest of
salgon and eighteen miles upstream from Phu Cuong (XT 754354), they
received a single B-40 rocket from the west bank. As the rocket fell
harmlessly in the river, the AG!'s released their batteries on a VC
who was leaving the scene of the incident. The force completed their
timnsit to the northwest without further interruptions. A ground
s2arch b the ARVN uni{ts the following day three miles southeast of
Ben Suc (XT 620318) yielded two three-day old VC bodies, one AK-47
and 100 kilograms of rice, The rice and the AK~47 were in a separate

location.

After ARNVN and KF troops were loaded aboard RAG 25/29 units on
24 August at Ca Meu (WR 165145), the amphibious force got underway
and proceeded west on the narrow Ganh Hao Riwer to the intersection
of the Ong Doc River. Twurning south on the Ong Doc River, the riverine

craft traveled another six miles (WR 048076) before they stopped in

order to put the soldiers ashore. Continuing south the VNN paralleled

the troop sweep, Sniper fire was received during this part of the
operation which wounded one VNN. One company returned to the boats
that afternoon while tho mst remained ashore. The RAG beached their
craft.for the evening (WR 004042). The following morning they traveled
farther south (VR 9980Q40) where the one compeny was put ashore after
the VNN had prepared the beach with their armement., Throughout the

day the VNN extracted the ground units; once they were all on board
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the beaits returned to Ca lMau., The ground units accounted for 30
dead V2, three VC suspects, cleven puorsonal weapons, and 500 rouncs
of ih-47 emmunition., Four 4. VI vere killed and two others wounded.

{ne U.», advisor attached te the pround units was also wounded.

RIV:R AUGGAULT ahD INTLOPDICTICH LIVISICH 749-75

A higher degree of utilization of FAIL's 70 through 75 uas
evidenced in Aupust as compared with July with increases in the nurher
of river patrols and amphibious operations from 902 teo 1,007 and from
365 to 624 respestively. aiD's 70, 71, and 73 were heavily committed
4o GLANT SLINGSIIOT operations with inID 70 operation from Mobile
Base II on the Vam Co Tay River at Tan An and .AID'!s 71 and 73 operating -J
from Sen Luc on the Vam Co Dong. Light to moderate contact for the o
RAID's during the month accounted for 26 hostile fire incidents, The
VNN were credited with eighteen VC killed (three probable) at the loss
of eight VNN killed and 43 VNN wounded. {See discussion of GIANT
SLINGLICT campalpn in Operation SZA LCRDS Summary section for further details),
RATD 7z was stationed at Chau Doc and was employed in river omeraticns on the

Vinh Te Canal., {See discussion of Border Interdiction Campaign in

Operation SEA LORDS Summary section for further details.)

RAID's 74 and 75 supported Brigade "A" of the VNMC under the
operational control of the 21st ARVN Division in the northeastern
portion of Base Area 483 in Chuong Thien Province. BRAID 74 units in
company with three river craft of the 18th RF Boat Company were enroute
on 13 August from Vi Thanh on the Cal Tu River to the VNMC fire support
base at the intersection of the Cai Tu and Cai Lon Riveras (WR 369693)
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vhen they were anmbushed vith four command detonated mines, fifteen
“PG rounds, and automntic weazons fire from both banks. The units
returncd %he fire and cleared the area., Enemy casualties were

wimom 2nc friendly ensunlties were limited to three VM slightly

wounded and minor shrapnel holes in the superstructure of one .ASF3,

(n 16 Aucust CGID 74 conducted a troop 1ift eleven miles south-
est of Vi Thanh on the Cni Lon River (from :R353670 to WR372702).
rrom 17-2C Aygust the amphibious operntions moved to the northeast
and tne Razh Munc Trong (from . R37E707 to WRA53670). hile searching
the river banks on the 19th, tihe VI wounded one evading VG and
uncovered tnree IPU rounds in crude wooden and plpe launchers, six Lo

renades, fouwr mines of various types, and 400 feet of electrical wire. !
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Suring +the montn tihce Viotnamese Marine Corps and their U.n.
larine Corpe .idvisors continued operztionz in the Thiird and Fourtﬁ
O with the employment of peroonnel ascigned to the six infoniry
butzeliors wn follews: coriat operaticons - 90s, recurity opera-
tions - opm, voserve ststus - 5e, and lraining - le. The
nepli;ibie to light contact that all unite experienced was reflected
in the low number of enewy casunlties in coupericon toc the July figure,
tobtrl of 23 VO were killed (50 in July;, eighteen VC were captured,
ond one V0 rallied. Marire casualties werc almost identical 1 these
of July »ith Cifteen narines killed and another 83 wounded. IEnemy

~ineu continued teo take thsir toll as 500 of all marine cesualties

vere caused Ly mines,

Trom 1-30 August Brigade "A' including the Brigade Headcquarters,

the Zecond and Fourth Infantiy Zettelions, and Battery 4 of the First

Artillery Battelion conducted reconnzissance in force operations in the
rortteestern portion of Pase Area 483 in Chuong Thien Province, IV

27%Z. The mission of the Grigade was to open the Bast-West route

between Vi Thanh and Rach Glz and to open the North-South portion of

Foute 12 in their area of operation. Under the operational control

of the 21st ARVL Division, the Marines, who were supported by the VNN .t
RAIL's 74 and 75, Province Rsconnaissance Units, National Field Police,

and Revolutionary Development Cadre, had negligible activity until

15 Augcst when the First Battalion, which had been at the Thu Duc
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wrbll S olugust ctien they relicved the Fourth Battalion,

“Cak

my

chiloneed evnbaet with an ostircted VO platoon. Three V3 were
~6=50 was eaptured vhile three marines were veounded
serme day the cecond Dattelion e otured two VO at the

e

urine killed anc twe wounded. Three days later on

lo av ust the First Eaittalion sustained two marines killed and

seventecn wonded during an engagenent vith an estimated VC company.
Enermyr cacunlTes were not detormined. Twelve miles southwest of Vi
Thanh (E202827) on 26 August toe Second Battalion discover:zc a 30

hed diepensary which they su' sequently destroyed. They algo captured
250 82mr mortar rounds, twe 2-40 rounds, and tio rolls of communication

L

wire, During the seme opecration one VNN was killed and one VNI and one
Lol were vounded when twe (iID boats were taken under fire vhile they
were attenvting to recover three RPG rounds and three launchers that

they had #ighted along the bank, With the operation concluded on

August, the Erigade returned to Thu Duc for a periocd of stend—dcwn,

Brigade "E" which includes the Third and Fifth Infantry Rattalions,
and Batteiy E of the Second Artillery Battalion continued rcconnaissance
in force operations in Bien Hoa Province under the operational control
of the II Corps Tactical Zone until 15 August when the Brigade returned
to Thu Duc and Saigon in order to stand-down for the remainder of the
month. The only significant incident occurred on 2 August (¥322:5899)

when the Pifth Battalion killed eight VC in a fight with a company

size force of VC,
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The Uilth battcolisn oo deteched from Srigade 37 on € August
analeoen carrying out reconnaissance operalions under the control of
the Lon:, Bien Special Zone in the vicinity of' Bien Hoa air base,
There was negative contset thoough 15 Suzust. The Eattzalion returned .
%o their Thu Duc base czmp 2and was placed in 2 one hour standby to JG3,

“hen tie Third Battalion relieved the Fifth Zattalion en =1 Aupuct,
th. Fifth Battalicn reverted to a siaad-down status for the remainder

nf the ronth.

The Fourth Zattalion, which returned to itsbasc amp at Vung Tau

on & Aupust, was in a reserve status through 31 August,

' With onc platoon of Battery D providing the artillery support,
the 3ixth Battalion performed roconnaicsance in force and security
operaztionz north of Bien Hoa under the control of the Long Bien Speclal
Zone. Light contact on 10 iugust with a V0 squad resulted in two VO
killed., Durinyg a night guardpost on 16 August the marines confronted
another 7C squad. Four VC were killed and two B~40 rounds, three B-40
fuses, and 100 rounds of AK-47 ammnition were saken 1nto custody.
With no further contact the Sixth Battalion moved to the viclnlty of
High:my 1 between Bien Hoa and long Binh (YT038126) on 25 August and

assumed the III CTZ standby r:serve assigmment.

Batteries B and C of the First Artillery Battallon remained at
the Thu Duc base camp for the vntire month. Battery E jolned Batteries

B and C after completing operations with Brigade "B" on 15 August.
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Two platoons of Battery D provided punfire support from their
positions at Cat lai. The remrining platoon was siationed at Thu
Duc. Battery F spent a second month supporting operations in the

RSN
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TATLSTLICAL SINAMARY

VIETNAMESE NAVY:

Daily Average Searched Detained
Oper Fmpl Junks People Junks People

COAS"AL FORCE
I up.h 46,8 20,532 70,819 92 238
II  43.5 L2.7 26,593 73,581 113 216
IIT 47.3 46.0 9,260 28,346 88 278
IV 33,4 33.2 71566 24,672 2193
Sub-totala: 63,951 197,818 : 825

# FLEkT COMMAND
PATROL SHIP3 2.

2,677 11,007 36

3
PCF/WPB's 17 10.6 2,582 8, 509 15

RIVFKINE AREA 121.9  121.4 5,928 24,120 o

RAG CRLFT
ATF 211 65.0 55.3 4,228 9,582 2

#CENTRAL TASK  70.8 65.7 5400 1,005 12
FURSE

TOTALS: 8L, 566 265,041

V1ETNAMESE MARINE CORPS:

VC/NVA KIA 23 Cartured 18 Subjects Detained 2

VNMC: | 2 WLA 21 MIA 0

HOL CHANH

¥ Provided 44 gunfire support missions,

# Includes RAG 27, RAG 81, RAG 91, and RPG 51,

GROUP ¢,
Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declansified after 12 years
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FOXCHCLOGICAL OPLIATICHS AN CIVIC ACTICH SUM..RY

Altheugh net as significant as the rocord Chieu Hoi rate of
208 in July, a total of fifteen Hol Chanh rallled to U.S. and Victnanese
tavy craft during iugust, Hunger and heavy personnel losses were
generally the reasons mocst returnees gave for abdicating. One Hoi
Chanl was reported to have led a U.S, unit to a VC hospital complex

where he hod worked = a medic.

The FP5YUPS and Gilvic Action effort in the RSSZ has continued st a
high Jevel yiilh ropular aerizl leaflet drops, loudspeaker operatlions,
and [ZUCAFS, Seabee units working in the area have completed repalrs

on three VNMJ artillery sites and construction of several conmmu.lity

rrojects in An Thoi Dong Village (vicinity XS995640), Drving <=3 U.5,

Kavy LHFT F3YOP5 mission conducted on 13 August fourteen miles scutheast
of Saigem (Y3070770 to Y3090750), there were 65,000 Chieu Hoi passes and
28,00C safe conduct passes dropped from the helos. The small village
of Tan Thanh twenty three miles southeast of Saigon (¥YS114536) was the
scene of a U,3./UN MEDCAF on 24 August. The U.3. medical personnel |
treated 233 patlents and dusted off one seriocusly i1l VN child to the
36th Evacuation Hospital . at Vung Tau. Other U.S, and VN talked with
the people and distributed 200 health k:l.‘t—s‘, 150 Republic of Vietnaw

fiegs, 75 Rural Life magazines, 500 "Today" newspapers, and 1CO balloomns.

Cperntion SEA :LOAT, the joint USN/VNN pacification effort on the

lower Ca Mau Peninaula near 0ld Nam Can City (VQ992673), was expanded
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arnin in dugust with the arrival of MSF Montagnard troops and U.s,
SiAL's at the beginning of the month and VN Coastal Group 41 junks

at the cnd of the month. The U.s. P0i''s and Jeawolwes at Sid FLGAT
were employed extensively with the troops and this resulted in a
reduction in their P3Yur3 effert, This situation was partially
relieved with the arrival of the VN junks. As of 31 August a total
of Z1.: hours of :{53YUPs broadcasts has been logged by Sii FLCAT forces.
There were 1,677 new visitors to SZA FLGAT in August, since the
inception of the operation 15,345 people have visited the complex,

and 720 families have indicated a desire to resettle, while 146 families
hove :ictually returned to FNem Can. A thriving woodcutting community
has develouped in the vicinity of the Cai Nhap Canal (12088710). Along
approxirately eight smell canals off the Cua Lon River and just west

of the Cai Nhap 25 hootches have been constructed housing approxdmately
160 pecple. An estimated 157 junks which stay from three to five days
a?e nestled within the canals, In order to set aside a safe area for
use by the woodcutters 2 no fire zZone has been established which generally
coincides with the area in which mo:t of the woodcutters have settled,
The good news of SEA FLOAT and the protection in the area has been
spreading fast as }junks and sampans from as far away as Vinh Long,

Rach Gia, Ha Tien, and Chau Doc have airived in the area,

Seabee Team 7102 located a%t Phuoc Le City (¥3380616), oompleted
the construction of three sets of playground equipment to be utilized

in the Fhuoe Tuy Province schools. Five more sets are scheduled for
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sreduction.,  In o similar rnrojeet two swing sets were fabrieated

hr Seabec Team 0714 staticned at Phu Vinh ((R463273) and were donsied
o <ht leeal school. Villagers of the tiny hamlet of ¥ao Vinh thirty
five miles east-northeast of 3aigon (YT472117) had no convenient
method by which to eross o canal in owrder to get to their farmlands,
Zeabee Tecn 0104 working out of Yuen Lee (YT4£2081) responded to their
roquest and constructed a single two meter by seven meter =ingle span

wooden bridge.

The Nawnl 3upvort Activity Danang medical personnel conduc'rd
voluntary work et the Stella Maris Dispensary and the Malteser Hospltal
in Denang. Dermztology, orthopedic, surgicel, and urology clinics were
held weekly at the H.A héspital. More than 35,000 Vietnamese civilians
were treated by UsHN and VNN MEDCAP teams throughout the Republic of
Vietnam, 4 typical MIDCAF cperation took place on_6 August at the Ly
Bang Ban Dau Catholic Orphenage (YD748251) just southeast of Hue. One
USH corpsman and Clearwatsr F3I seilors including VNN ACTCV trainees
treated thirty children and distributed 200 school kits, 200 bars of
soap,and 80 plastic food trays. TFollowing the HEDCAP the Vietnamese
children serenaded the USN and VNN sailors as a demonstration of their

appreciation,

CORFIDRVITAL
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USN CIVIC ACTION STATISTICAL SUMMARY
25 JUNE - 25 JULY 1969

TOTAL NUMBEZR OF MEN-DAYS (10 hr. days) PERSONNEL OF UNITS ENGAGED
IN CIVIC ACTION PROJ=LTS: . 4665

COST OF SUPPLIES CONTRIBUTED BY MILITAKY RESOURCES FOR ClVIC

ACTIUN PROJECTS : VN$_5,845,210

EXPENDITURES FROM THE US/FWMAF CIVIC ACTION PSYsaR FUND: VNG 972,130

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS VRS 406,802

PERCENTAGE OF US_MILITARY CIVIC ACTION ACTIVIT1ES CONDUCTED

JUINTLY WL.TH:

Fercent

Other FWMAF 8
RVNAF
U.5. Civilian veluntary egercies 2

Average percent of self-hein by VN civilians

a, Labor 1
b. Material

PROGRAMS
MYan Days Expenditures (VN$)

Economic Development 460 70,136
Educatinn 535 303,098
Social Welfare 3,72k 5,324,619
Transportat ion 265,124
Refuges 261,165

INSTITUTES AS3ISTED:

Schoels
Hospitals/Dispensaries

Orpharages
Uthers

UNCLASSIFIED
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ACCELILATED TUILANOVER FrOGAM AND TEAINING SGalY

On 11 August, ten PET's formally assipned to River Division 574
of TF 116 were wnofficially twrned over to the Victnamese Navy during
a brief ceremony at Nha 3e. The newly accnired PE3's joined three
other units to bring the total mmber of boats assigned to RPG 52
up to thirteen P2U's. Twelve of the units are aszigned to the opera-
tional conlrol of the VHY Commander of the 155Z; the last boat is
responsible %o the Capital ldlitary Distriet for night patrols on the
Saigon Miver. The units assigned to the 3SS5Z are in the process of

o

relieving U.5. TBR's that are opermting in the .357.

The LCU 1475 vaos decommissioned and turned over tc the Vietnunese

Navy during formal ceremonles on 30 August at the First Coastal Zene

Headquafters located at the Danang Nawl Base, Rear idniral Bonner,

Commander U,5, Naval Support Activity Danang, represented the United
States and preserted the craft to Cormander Thom, Commander First
Ceoastnl Zone, The acceptance of the LOU by Commander Thom culminated
for the new Vlietnamese crew weeks of inport indoctrinations and under-
way training which included local cargo operations and familiarization

trips to other ports in II CTZ.

The first phase-in of VNN personnel into the ACTOVLOG Crait Main-
tenance System began near the end of July and the first part of Aug-

ust with the arrlval of the VNN personnel to the warlous NSA activities

throughout the Republic of Vietnam. The concept of this program 1s
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to provide the Vietnamese on the job training which wlll lead to

their eventual sssumption of all the work of the repair departments.

As of 31 August there were 402 VNI personnel undergolng on the job

training for craft maintenmnce; there were 255 enrolled in VN class

"yt schools of eraft maintenznce.

The VN logistics orginization whieh is in the initial stages
develomment had 85 VNI enrolled in base maintenance schools or
training and there wers 20 K's and 50 SK's attendlng "A" school

th: end of the month.

ithin the training progrvam the large drawdown of VNN personnel
from operating forces %o ran turnover craft has cansed a general
lowering of the maintenance readiness. This sltuation 1s expected
tc improve as school end OJT greduntes become available during the
next twelve moﬁths. A stronger emphasis is being placed on publication
translation, procurement of training aids, leadership tralining and

recruiting.
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CIOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIOIS

The following avbreviations and terms are commonly nused in the combat.
cane by all agenciez and are listed here in amplification of those used in

the text:

Attack by fire
A multi-purpose barge, standard size is twenty-eight feet
by ninety feet
Army of the Repﬁblic of Vietnam
Assault Suppert Patrl Boat
ATC Armored Troop Carrier
ATSB Advance Tactical Support Base
A Automatic Weapons
Black Pony/Bronco CV-1C Twin Engine Turboprop Counterinsurgency Aircraft
CCBR Command and Communications Boat
CG Coastal Group (VilN)
CHICGH Chinese Communist
CIDG Civilian Irregular Defense Groups - mercenaries of Viet-
namese, Laotian, Cambodian descent who fight primarily
around own villages
Capital Military District
Civilian Reconnaissance Intelligence Platoon
Tear gas grenades
Corps Tactical Zone
cz Coastal Zone

Delta Hawk Mohawk OV-1C aircraft
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Dustoffl edical evacuaation by helicopter
emy initiated firefight
Fire Support Bacze
Tree World {filitary Assistance Forces
Gun Damage Assesment
Government of Vietnam
Harassment and Interdiction Fire Support
Joint General Ttaff {ARV:)
T4 {illed in Action
{3t Carson Scouts Former Viet Cong who have come over toc the side of the
Zaigon government and serve with allied military units
Light Attack Fire Team (CV-10t's)
light Anti-tank Weapon
Tanding Craft, Personnel, Large
DN Vietnamese eguivalenv of USH underwater demglition team

LHET Light Helo Fire Team

LeH (H-6 Light Observation Helicopter

LRaP Long Range Heconnaissance Patrol
EACY Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
MATSB Mobile Advance Tactical Support Base
MEDCAP Medical Civic Action Program
MON ITOR Heavily armored LCM-6 (4Omm camnon or 105mm howitzer)
MRB Mobile Riverine Base
MRF Moblle Riverine Force
Minesweaper, Boat

Minesweeper, Drone
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“abrle Strike Force - mercenaries who deploy and go
anywhere
MHaval Gunfire Supovort
Maval Tntelligence liaison Cfficer
Aight Cbservation Device
worth Vietnanese Army
i Boat, Niver
1 Craft, ¥ast (SWIFT Bcat)
1 Gnboat
Provincial Reconnaissance Unit
Provincial Sector Advisor
Psychological Cperations
River Assault Division
fiver Assault .Group {VNN)
River Assault and Interdiction Division (VIM)
River Assault Squadron
Reglonal Forces/Popular Forces
Rocket Preopelled Grenade
Rung Sat Special Zone
Search and Rescue
SEAVCLF UH-1B Helo, heavily armed, USN operated
SHADCW C~119 aircraft
SKIMMER 20" fiberglass rowhocat
SLICK UH-1B Helo
SPCOKY C~L7 aircraft

SSB Swimmer Support Boat (skimmer)
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STAB

TACR

Usav

SEAI. Team Assault Boat

Tactical Area -:f Responzivility
United States Arny, Vietnam
Vietnamese Yarine Corps

Vigtnaomese Havwy

Flane thrower equipped ATC or MGIITCR

“aterborne Guarposts
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