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FOREWARn 

Although there were incidents of enemy contact that were primarilT 

aimed against the gOTornment '3 pacification effort and continued re­

POl-t~ of enemy troop 'md 10giPit.ic movements, enemT action in the I, 

n, am III Corps Tac~ical Zones fluctuated betw"en a low and a mod­

erately 1o,", level in December. In the IV Corps Tactical Zone, a mod­

erat" number of enfllDY contacts reflected a degree of activity two to 

three times that rep,rted in previows months, and ",as characterized 

by .mall unit crossings, rnining incidents, and attacks against naval 

units. 

To countsr the increased level of en ""lY activity ill the IV CT'Z 

and to enhance the effectiveness of friendly forces in that area, 

6'Ove!"al changes we,re made in December -.ffiich included the (:O!IIbining ot 

Barrier Itee! West and Barrier Ree1' East und6r c'rG 194.4 to facilitate 

better command c()ordination along that long barrier; the committing ot 

an MSF' battalion to the Border Interdiction C~paign; and the relocating 

of m,,,,eroull ass,.ta due to receding water leTeill on the Vinh Te CfJJ1al, 

reports ",1' 1n1'l.ltration acrosd Barrier Reet, and the designation of 

Moe Hoa 1n the. Giant Slingllhot AO aa an area ot -.x:iJaurA enemT tbreat 

at mid-Month. In the :"II CTZ, additional 'INN units weNt aalligned ;0 

t.h~ R ...... dy Deck Campaign which then becama a combined VNN/USN operation 

under the CPGON ot a VNN cODl1lander as tha Vietnamese li&vy continued to 

aallUlD.e more ,,1' the respoOllibilities tor the naval etfort in Vi.tnaru. 
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or J£ltJ< Tl ON SEA LORDS SUMJIvUtY 

During the month of December, combined S~A LOhDS forces opera­

ting in the Border Interdicti.on, Giant Slingshot, Search 'l'urn, Heady 

Deck and Breezy Cove campaigns accounted for a total of 378 enemy 

kiU"d (by body count) and 1,7 captured. This is a significant 

increase over last month's 254 killed and 22 captured. Friendly 

casualties for these campaigns were down to 12 killed and 84 wounded 

from last month' ~ 16 killed and 101, w0unded. A breakduwn of USN Bnd 

VNN SEl'. LOftlJS statistics for :J"cember ad statist.ical totals computed 

since the start of operations are located at the end of this section 

fol;.owing the d;.scussions of the various campaigns. 
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Gia.'1t Slingshot 

The Gi~'1t Slingshot Campaign completed its first year of oper-

ationf' on 6 December. During the year, Brm.Tl Water ;Javy ;l'1its, in 

close coordiIlation with groW1d and air forces, :interdicted enemy in-

filtration and ~upply l:ines along the strategically located "Y" shaped 

rivers, the Vam Co Tay and the Vam Co Dong, causing appreciable enemy 

attritiml as evide'1ced by the follow:ing statistics: 

Giant Sl:ingshot Statistics 6 DEC 68 - 6 DEC 69 

BY USN 

Enf,my i\illed 921 

Enemy Captured 23 

Enemy Ammunition 242 
Caches Uncoverei 

,:eight in Tons 137 

Sampans Destroyed 292 

YRIFF's 392 

friendly ~illed 28 USN 

F'riendly Wounded 454 USN 

BY VNN BY OTHER 

118 870 

7 202 

ether Caches 22 

\-:eight in TOllS 385 

ENIFF's 649 Unilateral Firings 1,210 

13 VNN 107 Other 

103 VNN 603 Other 

Due to the resultant slowdown :In the movement of enemy person-

nel and supplies caus<.rl by 1I. S. Navy forces operating on the "Sl:ing-

shot" rivers, the threat of enemy attacks on major population centers 

such as Tay Ninh City and Saigon was greatly reduced. In addition, 

-; f IDEHTlAL 
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~ONFIOENTIAL 
these same river forces were instrumental in preventing the ene~ 

from mounting a Rustained offensive by helping to deny him the nec-

essary manpower and material t.o do so. 

As for the month of Dec.,~;C,"'r, casualties inflicted by the 1 06 

river craft anJ four Seawolves of Giant Slingshot. increased from No-

vember's 75 killed to December's 142. Friendly casualties were also 

in.~r"'ased from four killed and 14 wounded last month to nine killed 

and 37 wounded this month. This increase on beth sides occurred even 

though the nUlT,ber of EIH FF' s and FRIFF' s (see statistics) remai.'1ed 

nea,-ly the srune, thus revealing the increased intensity of the fight-

ing. 

On the 11 th of December, the Mac Iloa AO waS evaluated as a11 

(lrea of maximum ene~ threat. Accordingly, COMRIVDIV 153, with ei.ght 

ASPB's. waS redeployed to Mac Hoa. RAID 70 ~raS redeployed to Tuyen 

Nhon and asswned that AO, and RAID 71 was spl1.t assuming the old RAID 

70 and 71 AO' s. Det 7 waS staged out of Mac Hoa f,"om 1800 t.o O?OO 

daily, while Black Ponies favored the vicinity in their evening pa-

t.rols. An example of the increased activity in the Moc Hoa AO is in-

cluded in t.he follow'.D1g nar."at.ive ir. the incid"nt of 11 December. 

Two PBR's were in WOOP on the Vam Co Dor,g River five miles 

south of Go Dau Ha (XT 395 1H3) on 8 December when they sighted a 

motorized sampan with sU: VC aboard. The units, under Patrol Officer 

R01 Evens and Boat Captn1ns BM1 St Pierre and BM3 Vogger, illuminated 

the area and attempted to get the enemy to surrender. ,,'hen the attempt 

3 



proved unsuccessful, the sampan was taken unrler fl,re ;:illing all six 

of the enemy ar.d sin:<ing the samp~n. There were no friendly casualties. 

Threa RAG 0; RAS 15 wel'e supporting thE;cj, S. 6/31 s t Infantry 

B:lttalion in a night operation on 13 December ,',ear the Vam Co Dong 

Ri ver, 11 mi leG "outheast of Ben Luc (XS 723 635), when one of the 

troop ambush posit,ions si"hted tu, VC, recf'li ved a mortar round, and 

began taking automatic weapons fh-e. During the firefight that fol­

lowed, four jJ. S. Army men were killed, and one was wounded. The RAC, 

under B;·rC Franklin, supported the troops along with Arrr-s h"los. A 

s"eep cor.duc ted the follo>1ing morning tum~'Cl up 11 VC bodies, 

iUVDIV 552 PER's were in MlGP at a knol<n enenv crossing point 

on the Val11 Co Dong Ri V&r nine miles southeast of Tra Cu (XS 566 886) 

at 1944I-i on 14 December when they sight.ed and took under fire one sam .. 

pm1 crossing the river from west to east. wben the area was illlli~­

ated, an additional three sampans were sighted along with nine VC in 

the water. As the u'1its opened fire on the sampans and swinnners, they 

CaJ'\8 under B--uO and A/':I fire from the west bank and heavy All, fire 

from the east bank. Enemy firing positions extended approximately 

75 meters ~long th~ river. The lead PER took two or three B-40 rOl:.nds 

which blew the boat captain over the side and '1Ounded three of the 

crewmen. The damaged boat went O'-1t oi' control, beached, and began 

burn:'.,g" Meanwhile, the cover boat continued to rf'lceive B-40 and 

A/;. fire w1th at least ",2 rockets being fired. By this time, assis­

tance WaS on the way in ehe form of artillery, Seawolves, Black Pon­

ies, troops, and TACAIR. At 1952H, the missing boat captain Was 
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recovered alive, and six enemy troops and t'1ree more sampans were 

o~fhted and taken under fire. At 2202H, a t:ippo and a CSB (Combat 

Salvarse Boat) went alongside the beached PBR to extinguish the fire 

which ha.l burned the boa i; to the wa.terline. croops and river units 

pro"hed security throughout the night, and cLu·ing early morning 

salvage operations discovered two M-60 riddled sam)ans, one of which 

cont.:Jined an AK-47, seven 75mm RR rounds, and t.races of fresh blood. 

Salvage personnp.l estimated that the destroyed PBR had taken at least 

four 75n1'l1 RR hits. The hulk was sunk in the river. Friendly casual­

ties in the engagement were fOTr USN wounded (one serious) and one 

PER destroyed. Enemy casualtitls were placw at four VC killed and 

five more probably killed. 

,,,PE I s of HAD 153 were nosed in to the beach at the Special 

Forces Ca'llp at Binh Chau on the Vam Co Dong River six miles north­

west of Noc Hoa (1-IS 928 993) wher. they re~ei ved 82mm mortar, B-40, 

al1d A/,' hits at 0121H on 11 December. Four PBR's,which "ere in ,,'BGP 

nearby, were scr,,,nbled to the scene along with an Army LHFT and ':avy 

Black Ponies that were diverte:l to the area. Enrot,te, PBR's received 

B-40 and AIV-; fire from the portion of Binh Chau Village which is west 

of the fork in the river. The fire 1<as not returned. At 0134H, the 

da'llaged ASPB' s depart.ed t.he area fer Mac Hoa. Shortly thereafter, 

wi th the ca'llp under growld assault, the Army ad visor requestoo. emer­

gency ext.raction and med.evac. The extra::tion waS beg"", by PBR I S as 

the enemy forces entered the " .• .IllP and forced the defenders to retreat 

to the south perimeter. At this point, Black Ponies commenced air-

5 GONFIDENTIAL 



strikes, and two additional PBR's were scrambled from Hoc lIo~. At 

C'lS(;i1, the Black Ponies were for'ced to leave the area due to a lO}1 

f""l 'tate, and additional Black Ponies were requested. t1eanwhiJe, 

t"" P"Il's continued direct fire into the enemy force "lhile "pottUlg 

for s~rikes by tl'e Army LH7l'. At 02]OH, a Shadow aircraft began 

,·t,·iLec and recei.ved Ali-! fire while over the target, and at O]06H, 

the C8."1P was retaken by the defenders. Friendly casual ties in the 

action were two US;·J kill'3d, two USN wounded (serious), and two V:-!:'I 

',WU11ded (serious). All Navy casualties were aboard the ASPB' s 

;,hen they were hit. One U. S. Army man was also wounded. The people 

"" ~ 
1--------------n~----~30VC'" OO-t~~~------~ 

'l-{ KILLED BY ~ ..... 
BLACK PONIES 2 .... 

DAYS LATE" 

SPECIAL FORCES CAMP (FOB) 

PBR'S IN WBGP 

6 
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of the village nearby report.ed that the VC killed four civi.lians and 

wounded SD< while destroying 1~ housp.s. Enemy casualt.ies were listed 

as 21 VC killed and two VC wounded of which 11 of 'i;he kills were cred-

i ted to Black Ponies. A Special Forces agent reported later that 27 

VC hdd been killed and 13 VC wounded in th" attack. He also commented 

that the VC are possibly monitoring U. S. Navy units to limit their 

support of FL,B' s in forthcoIlting at tn.cks. Two days la'~er, on the ,,-'.ght 

of 13 December, Black Pony aircraft killed 30 VC (by body count) in 

aT: airstrike a mile and a half to the northeast of the camp. 

Beginning at 1000H on 19 December, two ~TC I s of RAD 151 under 

SK1 O'Reilly, Patrol Officer, and BI11 Thai and B:'!~ Eoru.g, Boat Cap-

tains, supported RF!PF elements in a s,"leep of the west bank of the 

Vam Co Dong R.iver nine miles northwest of Tra Cu (Vic XT ~13 102). 

During the sweep of the area, the site of heavy contact two days 

earlier, the troops discovered a cache which contained a machine gun, 

23 B-40 rockets, 70 rifle grenades, 2,000 rounds of A~-47 am~ition, 

70 60mm mortar rounds, 20 anti-tank mines, ).j4 82rrun mortar rounds, and 

1,000 rounds of 7.62r:un long (CK1" ammo). The bodies of three VC were 

also found, presumably the result of a previous PBR action. 

VIiN ASPB' s of RAI D 70 were proceeding to pick up troops when 

they came under rifle, grenade, and AI\': fire from the east bank of 

the Vain Co Tay River, 14 roles southeast of Ben Luo (XS 701 570) at 

1000H on 29 December. The units returned fire and made firing runs 

on the area while Seawolves were scrambled. LT Johnson, Flight Com-

mander, and LTJG Parker, .:ing Pilot, were overhead in five minutes 
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with VNN observer LTJG Htmg. After the helos made their firing runs, 

a sweep of the area pr<xluced five VC bodies. The troops couducting 

the sweep also captured three wounded VC together with one AK-47, 

one "1-16, one 11-1 carbine, and seven magazines for the rifles. In 

ad,htion, 900 rounds of 7.62 anununition, four gallons of gasoline, 

ten blasting caps, a boy. of rice, and numerous documents were cap-

tured. The only friendly Gasualties were two VNN slightly wounded. 
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Operation Ready Deck 

In Operation Ready Deck on the upper Saigon River from Ph\.! Cuong 

upstream to Tri Tam (XT flO) 140 to XT 480 470) and on the Thi Tinh 

i(iver ~hat merges with the Saigon River northwest of Phu Cuong (XT 

755 205), the fighting forces of TG 194.6. the 1st Infantry Division, 

U:;A, ann the 5th AiNN successfully i!1terdicted the enemy forces in 

Dec"",be;r. The R"ady Deck c~'1lpaign which has been a SEA L0illlS opera-

tion under USN command since 15 October beCame a combined tlSN,NNN 

0peration on 11 December. Commander Dang Trung Hieu, VNN, presently 

Comrn:mder "f the Third Riverine Area, ass\~i.cd commdnd at Phu Cuong 

<'.<ld LeDR G. T. Flanagan, the retiring CTG 194.6, assumed C;uty as the 

Deputy eTG 191...6. At th" same time the operation ' • .1.5 renamed Tr:m 

Hung Dao V /Ready Deck to reflect the Vietname~e part' ',i.pation. 

Concomi tant \fl th the change of cO:lImand, lUVDl V 571 departed Phu Cuong 

on 9 December and chopped to CTG 191,.4. River Division 593 vacated 

the designator TU 191,.6.7 and assumed TU 194.6.1 on 10 December. RAG 

21, was brought under the direct cont,.ol of CTG 194.6. The drawdo',<n 

of ass'ots th"t was cre?ted by the de;oarture "r lUVDI'l 571 was filled 

by eight PBl(' s of the VNN lU'G 51 who completed the transit from Cat 

Lai to Phu CunnI' on 11 December. The units no;, a3sig;1ed to CTG 194.6 

a re as follows: 

Designation 

TG 194.6 (-/hale r) 

TU 194.6.1 (fUVDIV 

liPG 51 

ftAG 24 

~ 

;,haler 

593) Pffi 

PBt{ 

RAC 

9 

Number of Units Assigned 

1 

9 

8 

18 
)6 
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The anployment of the night waterborne gua::-d post either \;ith 

~!jJ('s or PBU's in conjunction with troops of the 5th AHVN Division 

or 1st Infantry Division, lJ:jA, again proved to be the most effective 

t'! C t ic to interdict tl-.e enemy movement s along the Saigon liiver. 

hO'ltine day am night j::atrols, search and destroy missions, gro11nd 

sweeps, ;;nd UOT- 12 bunker blO\iing operat.ions WerE' also utilized 

C3f!,ainst the en..:my force. 

The number of enemy casualtiee, fi,..efights, sight.ings and uni-

lateral firings were comparable to those recorded in November as the 

intelligence data continued to reflect the primary er,lphasis 0f the 

enmy to be on logistics. A VC supply chief from the 8)rd !tear Service 

Group who rallied to the '::riendly forces revealed that the VC were 

conducting reconnaissance mdssion along the Saigon River 3nd in the 

viClnity of the ATSB at Phu Cucng. Other reports indicated that the 

ene.'IlY 2nd Quyet Thang Battalion and the K1S sapper Battalion of the 

268 kegimetlt have been targeted against the allied boats on the Saigcn 

Hi ve!" .. 

The centers cf enemy activity along the Saigon River in December 

seemed to c1uster in three general areas seventeen, eleven and six miles 

northwest of Phu Cuong (vicinity XS 589333, XS 670260, XS 200 735, 

re'loecti vely). In NJvemb.:r, th e successful interdiction of VC trying 

to <;ross the river or operating near the river involved VC in groups 

of six to ten. At the beginning of December, the VC appeared to be 

more cautious than in November as friendly forces detected on the 
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average one to three ve, generally between tr.e hours of 2000 "nd 

0300 the follololinr, ;norninp,. TO';ards the end of the month, larger 

gro'lpS were sighted, ten ve on 26 December, ten and 40-45 on 29 Decem­

ber in two separate incidents, and two battalions on 31 December. 

Uuring 3 ty?ical search and dest roy and bunker blowing operation, 

the integrated force of two U.3. and two VNN PBlt's, the UDT-12, Det. D, 

and troClpS of the Reconnaissance Company of the 5th AltVN Division 

uncovered evidence of recent VC activity on IJ December on the banks 

of the 'fhi Tinh Iii ver from its junction with the Saigon River to five 

miles upstream (XT 755 205 to XT 74J 254). In the ,aorning, the t",oops 

and UDT personnel destroyed one platoon sized bunker. Activity 

piCKed up ie: the afternoon as they found a recently occupied platoon 

size bunker at approximately 1220. '"ithin minutes, one PBlt fired 

40mm rounds at two ve who were escaping into a nearby treeline. The 

troops gave chase but t.he VC made good t.heir escape. About an hour 

later the ground units destroyed a 105mm shell that was booby trapped 

and another bunker. Continuing upstream, they found fresh bedding, 

ten Metal rods and fifteen lengths u; freshly cut bamboo. Approxi­

mately another fifty meters up river, they recovered two crockel'y 

pots, 2,000 NVA piasters, tHO fresh squash, some nouC mam, 280 rounds 

of assorted ammunition, one pound of smokeless powder, one pack, tHO 

U.~3. canteens, ,-wo 2.75 rocket propellants, and some miscellaneous 

clothing. 

On the evening of 26 December, two VNN PBlt' s of lU',G 51 were in 

the process of establishing a waterborne guard post eight miles north-
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west of Phu Cuon!?, (Xl' 677 22,)) I;hen th"y were ambushed from the west 

"j de c f the ri ve,- l;>y an est.imated VC squad armed with fl-40 rockets 

an:! automatic weapons. The lead boat ·.;as hit by a B-40 rocket and 

""nk wlthin a couple of minutes. The cover boat attempted to suppress 

t.he eneloy !'ire while it maneuvered to recover the VII sailors in the 

',ratcr. All the persanne] ,-,'ere recovered with the exception of one 

"', i l.clr ',hose hody was foun'] t,,,u day later. Two of the VNI~ that were 

pic~..:(~d ur_ had recei'} eli minor wounds. hAG 24 units that we:.. ... e in the 

arBi-. cnnducted search operations the same evening l.,rith illumination 

ali.i: !ery heing provided by the U.S. 25th Infantry Division. An 

LEF'T fr0m Phu Loi escorted the remain-:"ng P8rl. most of th~ way to Ph'j, 

:)even rt,;C of ItAG 24 and thei!' lI. :.,. advisor, LT ',Yo Ii.· Blakely, 

'.;ere in a night waterrorne guardpost on the evening of 29 December 

',;hile providing security for the salvage operation" of the PBi{ that 

had sunk ')n 26 December. Shortly after dark, they detected ten to 

fi fteen VC moving from >,he southeast to the northwest about ten meters 

from the river./lith illumination overhead, the ,(e.G laid down a 

h ",,.,ket of fil'e for fifteen minutes. Air s trikes were calle.d in and 

the follo\oling day a sweep of the contact are.3 revealed three VC killed 

(tw·) pr')b;]ble). 

T .... o nights later, 12 liAG 24 units and two lli'G 51 PBli's were in 

defensive position ii, the same area (1.1' 675 234) still providing 

s"pport. and security for the VNN PBrl salavage operations. P.t approxi-

.: !, i •. : ; r: r N T I Al 
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mat-ely 2019 the VNl. observed at a distance of 400 meters eight to 

t.en VC approeching their units from east to west across a field. As 

n.e enm,y troo,",s moved close to the boat positions, it -.<as determined 

that they were anned \'1ith automatic weapons, remi-automatic w'3apons 

and satchel charges. dhen the 'Ie '''ere approximately 100 meters away, 

the HAC and PBa's opened fire wit.h their weapons. Irrnnediately, a 

111fT '"as scrambled from Lam Son on a priority basis. Black Pony 105 

on a normal patrol wa, diverted to the contact area and began air 

st rikes at 2046. The strikes cont.inued until 2130 when the BlhCK 

Pony had expended all its ammunition and departed the area. The 

Lr.FT immediately commenced helo strikes and continued until approxi­

mr.tely 2215. Artillery illumination was requested and the U.S. 25th 

Infantry Division respor:ded within 10 minutes. At 2223 two IfC were 

ill uminated by flares 200 meters north and 60 meters inland from tile 

rnaj n ,tAG element located on the east bank. A minute lat.er at least 

JO VC on the wes t bank onened fi re with B-40 rockets and automatic 

and semi-automatic weapons fire. '\t; 2258 Black Ponies 04 and 10 were 

on st'lticm and begHn air strik'3s on the enemy positions. The vV-IO's 

rieDarted the a,"ea at. 2320 and Nil;hthawk "ircraft from CIl Chi arrived 

at 2355 and commenced air strikes. The sounds of men splashing into 

the river were heard at 0100, and ten minutes later, at least two VC 

were closing the boat.s from the west side with one person on the bank 

nearby. The area continued to be illuminated, and at 0126, the VC 

onened fire from the west bank again as four more swimmers slipped 

into the water. Three of these were killed and the other one was 

:; n ~I f ! 0 f N T I A l 
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m."it, prohably killed. From 0235 until OJ20 hi~n explosive artillery 

""!Jr.!:' we~'e SDottt;<i into the area by the USN advisor, LT Blakely. 

/d th.i~ time, one 3-l..0 rocket ",,,as fired at the lU.C by approximately 

,: l x 'j ~ :m the we"t b"nk. The next few rounds ,of artillerJ landed 

de,",c', ly 'On the;'r position as they sC'lrried up the hill en the opposite 

t,,,,k, The northern ilAG 21, elel!'.ent was attacked by 18 to 20 VC who 

[r",:her! tow2.rd the nAC cra ft at 0335. At this point many of the 

frienrlly units were running 1m-.,. d •• ammunition as they were putting 

fire i:ltc +,he VC or ~oth banks. 

iEack Fony aircraft were scrambled again but developed engine 

troubl" and did not arrive until 0415. In the meantime, the riverine 

craft ;_ll"ld PRlU~J were 3ti.ll receiving ;:oncentrated enemy fire from 

Loth ban~s, Around 04JO bot.h Black Pony and "oooky aircraft were 

providing continuous strikes and illu;nination. One vr,:~ Pi1"t ar.1 two 

;fJ\G /.4 tiPe ....... ere en route from the Phu Cuong v/ith more ammunition, 

3Tld a 'IN flare ship \-Ias on station over Phu Cuong. The PBI{ arrived 

in the area at 0520, and the two liPC arrived at 0610. Because of the 

dense f,)f, and smoke, the fixed wing aircraft departed the area at 

C5i,5. Illmnina.tion fram the flare ship continued until almost day 

'oreak '''hen the p053ibility of further attack was considered unlikely. 

,;ith the fighting over, the friendly forces were able to assess the 

t"t"l results of one of the longest riverine engagement of the war. , 

There were no friendly casualties. and enemy casualties were placed 

at 37 VC kiUed inc!.uding 12 by body count. 
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::01,) R~C/PBR sight 12 VC 400 meters to East, 
openEd fire at 100 meters 

2046 Black POllY begins strikes 

21)0 LHI''l' begin strikes 

2~2:; Two VC illuminated 60 meters in:and on Ea,;t Bank 

2231. 30 VC on west bank 

225(' Black Pony begins stl'ikes 

2355 ;;ighthawk begins strikes 

"'HH1 n[lIflA! ,f ' .. ~ :.' ~ ~ >.1 Co.. 

0110 ~;o ve in water, one ve on bank closing boats from west side 

0126 ve open fire from west bank <>s four VC enter '",ate'" 

0)20 20 ve charge RAe from east bank 

0425 Black Pony and Spooky begin strikes 

oJ")O Ammo resupply en way, flare ship on statim, last significant attack 

0545 F/W air assets dep&rt due to smoke/fog 
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lr. a selCarate ::'ncident on 29 Decemher, !.JIC Kinsey and two U.S. 

P"i, I q. numbers 752 and 755, had j'lqt nettled into a night waterborne 

,": 1 "'r,.,t fOllr mi Les northwest of Phu Cuong (AT 74J ,"04) '.;hen they 

:=:d' .... :j· .... :f11mers atteraptin,q to croSS the river from south to n0rth 25 meters 

from !-he Loats, 'chen the t,."o P21('s broke tr.e ,IBGP, released 'cheir 

",cap"'''. and illUlninated the area, they counted 1+0 to 45 VC in the 

.-/~lu~r. -iher. t.he P3R's began firin,! at the swiznmers, they were greeted 

>;,' heavy automatic weapons fire f rom ten to fi f'teen posit~ions along 

t"l" bar",. Once t~e PEh sailors had suppressed tile fire, they counted 

Y) :iead 'Ie (t~,ree probable). In the process of searching the battle 

!'~"'_l:;,'jS, tr,ey rec::vered one wounded VC, eight packs, on\~ pistol, 

~; 1 Q~)Q piasters, some medical supplies, one U.S. grenade, one small 

radio, 'Jne 90ur.~j 0 f ciocwnents, and some miscellaneous personal gear 

"r:.1 c:eating. ~ C'nd I fire ',;as placed in the area by the 25th Info.ntry 

:!1_vi:;i)n /,:·t.:.~ Lery until do:.·rn at which time the area was swept by 5th 

.. ,:<.,,;;.! Divisi-::r. tro0~S. ii.t. ,nidnighL USN Black Ponies conducted an air 

·;t-,rike in t.he C()~lt<JCt zone '.· ... i.thin unknown !.€.''''Iu1.ts. 
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Border' In.t'-·rdictio~ gamoaign 'i 0 H flO E H T' A '-

Border Inter<iiction forces continued to increase both in number 

and effectiveness duri.n,; the month. The number of river craft assip;ned 

to U,e Border Interdic;tion Campai!;n increased from 180 at the end of 

",ovember to 239 at t.he end of December. During the same tin,6 ;oeriod, 

border Interdiction units increased the nu~ber of confirmed enemy 

killed from 57 to 120. As a further measure of effectiveness, the 

signifi¢ant increasp in enemy kills was accomplishod while incurring 

fewer friendly casualties - those figures dI~pped from nine killed 

and 55 wounded in November to three killed and 26 wounded in Decem-

ber. The fact that fo;- t, two monthly periods the total number Clf 

E~nF?'s, FRIFF's, and unilateral firings v,\ried by only five (97 in 

"lovember and 1 02 in December) is also indica-Li ve of increased effec-

Liveness. 

Various changes we:ce made during the month in the Eorder Inter-

diction Cam!Jaiv,n, P.1t'1.ny as a result of the seasonally decreasinr; water 

level in the Vinh Te Canal. Early in the month, RAC operating in 

the ea3tern sector of the Ca!'1ll were periodic;ally grounding during 

transi t3 to ':/BGP positions. As a result, a L~ and 3/4 mile stretch 

of the Vin" Te Canal fro!'! ::;!.,,~, Ooe southwestward (1-15 065 806 to 

(IS '28 847) was declared a "troops only" opera tinp, area. l!i th the 

RAC re"tricted to a five mile section of Canal southwest of the "troops 

only" area, all but six Tran Run" Dao [(I.e were relocated to Barrier 

Reef ·,Iest. The relTl2.ining RAG maintained a heavy lift capabili ty 

for th·, Chou Doc PJ"wince forces and will continue operations until 

they are Dl'ecluded by low water. In addition to this change, by 10 
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l.lr'('proih'T", the wilt.pr h~d Y"e"Jched such a l('lw level that it forced cur­

t.dlr1f''lt of' the extensl.ve sinp.:1e boat W'El~pfs that have proved so suc-

C<'SSflll in thL nr,eviCJus munths. The reason being that the resultant 

h' ~h b~l'''s m'ike s:lrgl" bo~t operation, 0" this tyoe hazardous. "150, 

" o"01hel change, " f,~SF Battalion was as~igned on 10 I:ecemt,er to 

rr~ ,·;.d,~ in the Tran 4un~ Dao portion of the J.4th ST7. border lnter-

diction Campail'n under the command of GTG 191,.4. The ~eneral area 

of e:r.r,loyr'~nt wD'1 be in Central Tran Hung Dao, bounded on the east 

and wcst bV n",.th-south grid lines VS 61 - VS 93, with i:1itial emphasis 

\ et'.een 'IS 61 and VS 76. The purpose of the assignment is to provide 

~ ... roops SUDport for Navy operations in the ar·<:<;:;, i~ addition to the 

ot.her forces, ClOG camps, and R~/PF outpo9ts presently supporting CTC; 

194.4. !lnon the withdrm·ml of Navy boa.ts from the aree due to the 

recedinr: ;.rater levels j the i'1SF units will move to deploY:.lent points 

with "ther available transportation. 

:::n th~ Parr5_er ReAf AD's, the entire canal system (B.>.rrier Reef 

"J7"st and ]'arrier East) ~~rom An Lonp, to Tuyen ~hon was placed under 

the CFCO'! of CrG lQ4.4 on 8 f'eeember, am Barrier Reef East MC, former-

1;: under CTC 194.9, .reriC ehooped to eTG 194.4 on that date. This 

WP,':, rl("\;,~ to faci:=_tat:: better corru\~~rd r. .. :.orciination in view of the 

r p ] ccation of 'Iran Hung Dao RAG, the shifting of RAC to Barrier Reef 

fro-n operations or. the Son£!. Ong Doc, and because of numerous intel-

l:p'~ncF reports of' infiltration acrORS Barrier Ref:f. 

Per the r"'lcnth of December, Tran Hunp: Dao forces maintHined an 

av~rape of 62 ',BGP's niphtly, slil7htlv leGS than the 68 average for 

·'Jovemb~r. The neHly combined Barrier Reef East and 'llest forces were 
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spttinO' over 1.0 :: ,'.' 's nir,7ltly during the last part of t.he month. 

Th" f,o} !,'·.<inry incident narra:.ives are typical ef the t.ype of activi­

ty seen i'. thp. I'order Interdiction Carrq")air-n and include exmnples sho',<-

i:1" t,he effectiv~ne~s of the 1,'JEG? .. 

en I. December, at the rer,uest of the Chau Doc Province Chief, 

rU.D '32 units (',-16, 8M2 Hall, Boat Captain, and T-19, BM2 Miller, 

Boett Captain) lifted 150 PF troops from Chau Doc and inserted them 

12 mile~ to the north on the Song Hau Giang. The insertion, made 

at 1245~, was near a susp~ct8cl enemy jX)sition where fiye VG had been 

killed in a centact with an estimated 50 VC on the previous day. 

After the insertion, the two tango boa.ts remained in the vicinity 

(>iT 097 031) until 11.30H when the on-scene comma.nder, the PF Senior 

Advisor, reQuested they provide fire sup'_>ort on Enemy positions a 

r.'i].e to the north. Enroute to the t.qrf'et area, the boats dre\; light 

automat.ic Iiee..pons fire from the east bank (\IT 096 01.2), ho·.<ever, the 

fire was not returned due to friendlies in the area. At 150OH, 

the tHe craft commence~ fire on desi"nated tarr,ets on the east bank 

ef t.'1" Son!? Hau r-ian~ (AT 095 01.8 and \'IT 095 049), and two enenw 

'dere !rilled by PF' troops as they attemptcd to evacuate the target 

c,reG. Shortly thereafter, T-16 was called upon to extract five 

,:cunrled 'oF troops (':IT 095 050) and move them to a mOre secure area 

'"here " d'1stoff could be conducted. At 1727, the two units, while 

nevin; .. so-:th for troop extraction, came under heavy automatic and 

5-40 rocl-:<et fire just to the south of the :oosition from which earlier 

fire had t.een reed ved. During the attack, five B-40's were fired 
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SIT~ OF PREVIOUS 
DAY S CONTACT 

WITH 5CVC " 

T-16 EXTRACTS FIVE 
WOUNDED PF TROOPS (1520) 

TANGO BOATS PROVIDE FIRE SUPPORT (1500 

'''\\\'4- T-16 AND T-19 DRAW LIGHT AIW FIRE WHILE 
III MOVING NORTH FOR FIRE SUPPORT MISSION 

T-16 AND T-I 
I NSERT AND EXTRACT 
PF TROOPS 

(1245-1807) 

CH,lU DOC 
12 MILES , 

'4-- ARMY HELO DOWNEC- NAVY SEAWOLVES 
PROVIDE COVER :,530-1630) 

T-16 AND T-19 RECEIVE HEAVY AIW AND 
8-40 FIRE WHILE MOVING SOUTH FOR 
EXTRACTIO~ (.720) 

I III 0 
s Fi E3 ::s:::::e:c 

I MILE 
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.:1t. th~ hOflt~ ',oJith T-16 taki:'1,I~ thp only rocket hil, howr.v(~l·, t...t.P twu 

cra ft sustained approximately 60 AK-47 hits which wo:mded t'dC 

~;I i 1 (l rn and onp '1.=),\ sclctie r. ECCiJuse the enemy posi ti on wa.-; : I .--: . rI 

t .. ~.c, f!'"'ipndly units, strict. fire discip1ine was 8xcercised ':'h!'~. C',-

:c.rning enem-o,' fire. In addition to the Tango bOflts, U.S. ;~<J":Y ;~~;J-

" 

and Det 9, nroviderl. air cover for heavv pround cont2.ct a:1d 'i C:c'tlr.CG 

Arm,y "1-),..,10. The "Javv ~(;lo3 received he3VY A/'ll fire frol1 !'~~1(.~"',·' ~)()Sl-

+~io:-,.~ 3.::- tltp.v placed numerous machine rrun and rocket. strike.3. 

thA p-nemy lost 20 'IVA kill.ed Ly air and 17 NVA ki}.:"d "" PI' t,roc::s : Il 

an a"tior, tha', ;].pain demonstra.t~d the versatility of the ATe ',Cid the: 

e f fecti veness of helo gunships. 

The ATe's and Seaw'olves were not the only Border Interdici~ir;n 

'l~i ts to se" actio!' on 4 December. Two PBit's of IUVL1V :035, ,,,,,,I'r 

Patrol Officer m'~1 Lee, that ','lere set up in nil~ht ~wGP 22 i:,~~J::':-' 

southwest of Chau Doc on the Vin~1 Te Canal (VS 855 612) ,Iere ;;isc. 

to see plenty of acti'/itO'. At 2220'1, the ?BR's sighted five perscoC\-

nel 5wi--ming ac:roS3 the canal fror.1 north t.o south (V:) 856 6 i? ~ 

a crossing tech:1irJ,ue being used '"ritr_ increasing frf'!q'JEnc~; ;.~ ,., 

cree sings. 'ofhen the S\.,ir:~.ers rea.chec :nidstream, they we rP t kE:! 

',meIer fire wi th 40mm and 60nm f!.re, and they dissap"eared. l ,,: :'! 

an oil slick and metal can '"ere left floating in the C0"\ ct. :;r'ea, 

'Thirty minutes late!', three additional swirruners \-.;erP- observ(-': 

swi:-rninf! aGroes the canal in the same vicinity as the prl'vi(;'Jo 

attempt. They were also taken under fire and disapnear"!:;. 
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n1d h"~'l !1P' \·roken aml:usn rlurinp' the incici.ent>fi, wait"'~rl fnr anot.her 

'~C'lr .·'lnr. were ready ',:h,pn four more :".,i'~'1er5 attempted a crossinp;. 

,J"., 19 this .last abortive attempt, one swimmer reached the opposite 

hal'k only to filll back in the canal when he wa.s cut down by machine 

~Jn ::re. No other persons were observed leaving the canal. Enemy 

r.asualties were one NVA killed and 11 NVA probably kill,·d. There 

~ere no :riendly casualties. 

~orrJ<=;r In:,crdiction Force~ continued to Drove their I~.ffective-

ne:i. :,s t.wo sizeable enemy units ·.ere thwarted in Vinh Te Canal 

cros"i~." :.t.temDts on the niphts of 21 and 24 December. In the first 

'."'\.3.',C<". Ii.U['IV 515 :'bR's tear.lCd up with friend];; tro'Jps, Hal 3, 

~)P~, IS '~ and 5 helos, and Val 4, Pet A Elack Ponies to prevent an 

~:,t:i':ldted 60 '2 ..... ~:;r;ly who had assr:mbled on the river bank from crossing 

',h,' ce",,1 71 ITcHes sGuth'.est of ~hau Doc (VS 858 613). ~eawolves, 

w~_t.h "fE';:, s!"'.ottinf!, placer:l rocket and machine vun strikes on enemy 

rcni cinn5.1hl 1 e Eli1ck Ponies provided illumination and delivered 

orUn<lnc'~. Tl--)e re we rp- no friendl~' casual ties, and enemy casualties 

'1'I(?;f> 11~:vno·::r... If"} th8 crossinI': attempt on the 24th, PF troops in 

.~ np-r"nsive nerimed,er in the vicinity of WID 132'5 T-16 and T-19 

"-.":J:"icneci :lrevio'-lsl,v in this secticn in the write up of the 4 Decem-

'l "T incident) C.'J!fle into ccnt(1ct with an estirnated 30 Vc and turned 

t h~m back Clcrn'." the Cambodioin t.order as they tried to cross the 

'!in', Te Canal l.~ mile" sout',west .-;f Chau Doc (WS 052 798). Small 

c" rc,t' fire fron thr~e VC was received by T-16 in WBGP on half mile to the 

sout", of the crossi'l!, site (',IS 040 791). The unit returned fire 
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wit.h l~nkno·.\·:'l result!!, and cont;·.ct was l:rokBn as VC wit.h(!rp',.,r jnto 

Camcc1i.a. Again, there ',<ere no frinndly casual ties. 

All the rnr'ltJ, I S Gi.rry1ificant activity was not rt'''st ri cted to the 

'I'ren Hun~ Dao AO. On 22 December, six "uIes east of An Long on Ear-

rier R0ef (,,5 51J 812),a Bostar: "[haler with LT Roper atoard sipht.€'d 

eiRht St.-lMna:1S north or the '.·H·;r,P movinp: towerd thr. canal. fire W8.S 

held unt.il the samD3nc. c,c.d entered the canal and bel'.'ln to cross, and 

then, the I~oston -lhaler broke a.rnt: 11sh lr1hi.1e initiatin~ fire on t.he first 

three samf)ans. In return, the whaler received A/H fire from the 

r.orth bank, and, of the three sampans taken under fire, tl<O reached 

the 50uth ba~k c.nd one returned to the north bank. 4t Lhis point, 

PE',' s 730 and 731, under boat caotains m~2 Bernhardt and EN2 Goodall, 

made firin.P' runs on the enemy posi tions dra';·dng return rire from 

both b3nks. [,lack "oni,os of Val 4,Det A,were diverted tc the scene 

F.l.nd nlaced airstrikes that supree,sed the enemy fire. Ten Pr~ troops 

from an outcast, a mile and a halr to the west (iiS '+89 914) were 

later ir.serted for a sweep of the area. A7'.ong the items- captured were 

82 locally ffirtde hand ~IBnades and material to produce nearly 200 

:nCN, 4 [oxes of Chicom grenades, 15 rifle grenades, 4 3KS rifles, 

1 ".~-4? >lith 8 clips of a" .. unit.ion, 2 claymore mines, JO pounds of 

rice, and 4 sampans. 'rh'" VC suffered 10 killed durin" the engace·-

r;ent. while they were unable to inflict any friendly casualties. 

F'ol' o>Jin" this incident" t.here '"ere strong indi.cations that. the VC 

'"ould lR.u,,~h an R.ttack af'ainst the PER's in retribution for Lhis 

particular defeat. IntelL.f'ence reports ",ere received statin~ the 
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VC we,.e $f)rearli.np: prop1lp,llndii throuf'hout the area to this eff"ct. 

flO'NeVE r, the anti thesi s 0 f retribution occurred on the ?ol.l.o'.in,; nip,ht 

·",',ell t.he ene:r,v clade cont.act with an9t.her WBGP set by tUVDIV 535 

ureL I.e i" t.he same vicinity. Contact was made with 20-30 VC who 

"!ert' ohserved on the south bank in a line abreast 3paced apCll'oxi-

c;il tely 500 meters ei the r side of the si I.e of thp. previous ni~h tG 

':ro5sin" attem;')t. The ,..iv\'r crtlft (one Boston whaler and four PPh's) 

te.amed up ·,.,i VI Seawol ves and Black !'onies to kill an estimated 

eleven VC (on.e body count., ten probables). As on the previa'.!s night, 

Lhere "':f:'re no friendly casualties. 

Vietna~ese sailors fro!11 Coastal Group 44 SCG1.'eG heavily .qgainst 

the VC on 29 December when a VNN junk, under LT I~Lan!,. with U.S. ad-

visor DY.3 Gone a~oard, accounted for 20 VC probable kills, 7 Srutl-

],)<"!ns destro~ied, b AK-47 rifles, one M-2 carbin.e, and some a~nm'J.ni-

tion and documents captured. The VNN junk \iaS on routine patrol 

'\tld in the procees of challengin~ 20 sampans when it came under auto-

!1lCltic weapons fire from the sampans four miles ncrtheast of Ha Tien 

(VS 480 523). The fire was returned sirkin~ three dampans and forcin~ 

tHe s;.mpans to beach. It'das from the l.atter sampan that the cap-

tured mel t,e ria~ was taken. A sr.ort time later, while still in the 

c')nt<~ct area, the .lurk came under automat.ic weapons fire from both 

l_rtnks '.1hich : ... as returned ano suppressed. Seawolves were calJed in 

ll'1d C}; .1oed a strike at vs 485 520. A troop sweep, later, revealed 

numerous blood trClils. The only friendly casualty in the action 

""'5 one V'lN 5li~htly wounded. 

r;rwTI 1 , _ .... n I .fo\ r... 
26 



· .' i~~~~,:~ :_-
- J-""; '<.r:._- '" _. 

_~ ~"'~ .'1" . - ~ 

NAVY HCLICOPTE R GUNSHIPS (SEAHOLFS) AND peFs (SI,IFT BOATS) WORKING TOGETHER 

MAKE UP A VERY EFFICIENT AIR-RIVER TEAM TO COMBAT ENEMY AGGRESSION . 
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'nt.erdict.ion operat.ions were continued during December by Search 

"" ; ts with special emphasis being placed on the Ba The, Tri Ton, 

,:cd c;c :-:ot canal areaS due to :ntelliger.ce reports which warned of a 

;:<);·",;,hl~ all-out enell\Y effort i',1 the Search Turn A. G. To combat this 
, 

;)",;c;bL' ,ty, TG 1911.3, wj,th an end of month strength of two Seawolves 

and 3h water craft, which included 28 PER 's, three Boston vihalers, 

t.wo l'lS[)'s, and one eGB, mounted 391 one, two, and three lmit water-

"~,orne g'Jaroposts which more than doubled November I s total of 177, 

Ir. spite of these intelligence reports and operational prepara-

t'ms, the forecast ene:my activity failed to materialize as hostile 

:',"8 lncidents dropped from 31 in November to 19 in December. The 

nucmer of enell\Y kills also dropped from 40 kills and 57 probables re-

corded last month to 12 kills and 18 probables this month. There 

w,re, however, two ve captured in action in December while there 

;,;ere -,0",8 captured in Novem':>er. Search Turn operations also re-

"·~_l -; ted =-n 19 enemy craft destroyed and five damaged. USN losses 

I';: T,r,'C:' period were three USN wounded and one PER damaged. 

',.eso participating in the December Search Turn effort was S1':'\L 

""":1, Det G, ,'hlen w"'s cbopp8<l to eTG 194.3 last month. They COl)-

C;'l<' :;ei interdiction ar,d interrogation operations throughout the 

-J):-;+h in the Rach Gia and Three Sisters are2,.s. In reaf!tion to S£Ai 

~n,j (':.:';I3r intelligence sourc€'s, they also ,joined river craft In 

KEGP actions. One of the SEAL's most important cperatj ons of the 

'n";.+TIA' r ; !J t !, 1 28 



month waS an interdiction of a known VC commo-liaison route 28 miles 

northwest of Rach Gia on the So Hot Canal (VS 836 413). By taking a. 

large VC element wIder fire on 1 December, the action resulted in 

eight VC killed and seven VC probably killed as well as dealing a 

serious blow tn an important VC route. 

On 11 December, Hobile Support Team (MST) 2, Det 3, began work­

ing in the Rach Gia A. O. 1mder task designator 194.3.7. This unit 

joined with the SEAL's and the other Search Turn waterborne units 

in the month's interd Lction operations as can be seen in the follow­

ing incident narrative. 

G1.X SEAL's of TV 194.3.6, two Chieu Hoi's, and one LSSC of MST 

2, nEt 3 ,set a waterborne interdiction position on the Rach Gia -

Ha Tie,~ Canal 22 miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS 862 301) in the ear­

ly evelling on 20 December. During the first hour only sporadic move­

ment waS seen and noises from the bank were heard. Then, at 2040, 

the .:BGP heard a bugle call. The unit :L"l.itiated fire e_~d conti.nued 

it for over one half hour when the unit broke guardpost md directed 

a Black Pony strike at the contact area about one lnile down stream 

from the ',iBG P position (VS 851 301). The Black Ponies completed the 

~trike at 2215 and reported receiving fire from a heavy trae line 

north of the previoc;s contact point. A second set of Black Ponies 

was then called to follow up on the strike. They arrived overhead 

at 2237 but were diverted to a higher priority target. The LS8C ex­

tracted personnel and returned to subsector Kien Scm. There were no 

friendly casualties while the enemy suffered six probabl" kills, 
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three srvnpans destroyed, and miscellaneou3 web gear and first aid 

('quipment captnred. 

During the late evening on 29 December, Search Turn l'':Ii ts in 

,'BG? aD the Ba The Canal 14 miles north of Rach Gia (WS 087 264) 

as part of the Ba The interdiction line sighted two men moving south 

alC<1g the ea"t side of the canal bank and 40 yards inland. The units 

illumi'u the area and took it under fire. One received return fire, 

which WaS belie"ed to be 4Omm, close aboard and cleared the area. Af­

ter firing ir to the area, they observed nne man fall and elle run away. 

Tn response to a s;::ramble, Seawolves ... rrived on the scene and placed 

a strike on the east bank about 300 yards inland. The units located 

one body and discovered a heavy blood trail leading east. There were 

no friendly casualties. Enemy losses included one VC killed and OnG 

VC probably killed. Clothing, photos, three bags of rice, and numer­

ous documents and papers indicating that the VC may have been a t.ax 

collector were recl'vered. All pa.per~ were turned over to NILO Rach 

Gia for evaluation. 

30 



Ri.verine Strike Group 

]Juri;-Ig December, as in the last half of November, all RAC form-

erly a3signed to CTG 194.7 (Riverine Strike Group) rel'lained outchop-

red to other oper'ltional com'lJanders with the exception of those craft 

\mderr~oirw overha.ul. 

The following table show.e ;,hl3 disposition of the variO'..;s craft 

at tfJe end of December. 

C' 'Ie; 191, .9 

CTG "9b .7 

C'!'G 1 SfL .1, 

GTC 191, .3 

CTC 19L .2 

CTC 115.7 

CTC 1 16. SJ 

ATC ASPB '-;('" ZIP CCB DCH Z"'PCH REF UTL TOTAL , 

I 
-- • 

12 I 10 1 I 2"1--, 2 

I ! 
28 

I 
3 3 -rr 1 

, I 
2 12 

'J'} 11 Jr- " 2 2 --;;1 +-~: 
I - 1 , 

5 I J~ I '! T 10 

~+-.,-r--,-I.- -(I ill \ 1 t5 

. I b ~----I 
! 

C) 

L-----+-_ I 

T(frAL 51 38 7 5 5 2 ), 2 oJ 119 
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Son" Ono; Doc 

.ActivHy increased si/;nificanUy in the Breezy Cove AO durin/; 

Decelnber. Enemy nA '3 ,jumped from 16 in November to 40 in Decembar 

as the total ;1Umber of iliIFF' s, FRIFF' S, and unilateral firings in-

cr~~_5P.d from J? to 'J0 j however, this increase in activity did not 

br~,..,1' with it an increase in friendly casualties. In fact, they de-

clined slightly from 1 J wounded last month to 12 wounded this month. 

DurinI': the first part of the month, five ATC's and one Monitor 

departed Song Onl', Doc and were "hopped from CTC· 194.2 to CTG 194.4 

on 4 Decemoer. This left 26 craft and t'.;o Seawolves for operations 

during the remainder of the month as follows: 

CTU 194.2.( USS GAR/eETT COUNTY (LST 786) 

CTIJ 194.<:,1 10 :OBR IS, 2 B'd's 

C",nu 19L2.J 5 ASPB 1(:., 5 ATC's, 1 MO~ 

CTU 194.2.5 2 UR-1B's 

CTU 194.2.6 HSSC~ 1 LSSC 

Two PBR'e of TU 194.2.1 '''ere on a routine daytime patrol cf tfte 

Song Cng Doc on 14 December wh,m they came under attack seven miles 

from the river mouth (VR 905 007). The PBR' s received 6-8 rockets 

and automatic '.eaoons fire from the south bank, returned fire, and 

cleared the kill zone~ Returning for a second firing run, the units 

drew an additional two rockets and automatic wl'lapons fire. As the 

boats cleared to the east, Seawolves on patrol placed strikes in the 

area. Two additional PBR' 3 then arrived and .io!.ned in a third firing 
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run which wac, without return fire. Troops were later lifted to the 

area and in :;. sweep discovered a half pound of documents, numerous 

fL:<-" positions, nnll blood trails. In the action,four USN were 

c] j 7;. T 1y wounded ·"hile enemy casual ties are unknown. The size "nd 

coorrlination of this attack was a signif:i.cant departure from the 

har,.,ssing att~ck9 of the enemy durinr recent wPoe"'s. 

In another daylight action, on 24 December, two SeawQlves flown 

by L'1' Polef1ski and LTJ(; Gingrich wer3 returning from a Datrol "hc" 

t.~:e ri1ot.J S1 r:ht.ed .30 "Ie evading into the b~""Uoh CibO:.lt 111; milp,s north­

west of the base perimeter (',I}{ 82'_\ 008). All clearances were quickly 

obtaineci and confirmed followf!d by an airstrike as th .. VC began break­

ing up into small groups. The original estimate of enemy casual ties 

was pIeced at 30 protable kills. Although a sweep of the area pro­

duced no bodies or "'eapons, a sympathizer to the village chief iden­

tified the unit as the combined C-8 and C-9 VC companies (apDroxi­

mate strength of 80 men) and reporteri that >.here were 28 VC klllP<l. 

and one wounded by the airstrike. 

In a night action, on 29 December, SMC Davenport, Patrol Officer, 

was with t,wo PBlt'!! in WOOF two mile!! northeast of Song Ong Doc CitY' 

(WR 003 041) when a sampan with four occupants was sighted crossing 

the river from south to north approximately 50 meters away. The 

PF1R I S hailed the sampan without success and finally took it under 

fire. The sampan sank, and the four occupants were killed. There 

we re no friendly casual ties. 
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A NAVY HI::LlCOPTE R GUNSHIP IS LAUNCHED FRON THE DECK OF AN LST AT SEA, SIGNALliNG 

THE START OF ANOTHER ~EAWOLF OPERATION IN SUPPORT OF BROWN WATER NP.VY CRAFT . 



COHFlOfHTlA! 
Market Time Raider Campaign 

There were 66 SEA LORDS missions conducted during December by 

the Market Time Raiders along the rivers and canals of the III and 

IV Coastal Zones. There were 17 hostile fire incidents reported dur­

ing the mcnth; however, only six were against the "Swift" boats and 

three against WP8's. The other hostile fire incidents were against 

ground units supporting these missioos. Ene!I\Y material losses for 

December were 21 craft and 103 structures destroyed and seven craft 

and 55 stru~tures damaged. There were 11 Viet Cong killed, one 

wounded, and five captured. The ene!I\Y losses were considerably less 

than in previous months as the enemy avoided contact wl'enever possible. 

There were three U. S. sailors wounded, two Vietnamese killed 

and fi7e wounded during the operations. PCF 28 suffered minor mater­

ial casual ties from a B-ho rocket hit for the only craft damaged. 

The SEA LORDS missioos employed various mixes of craft of up 

to four PCF's, six USCG vlPB's, en" USCG WHEC, a monitor, one LSIL, 

units frc~ Coastal Groups 3h and 36, River Assault Groups 25 and 

29, and air cover was provided by OV-10's from VAL-h. Ground forces 

supported by these craft were Explosive Ordnance Disposal Teams, RF, 

PF, PRU, ARVN, National Police Field Forces, Beach Jumper Unit Team 

1), and personnel from Coastal Groups 3h and 36. 

On the afternoon of 8 December, the PT GRACE (USCG ''''PB), LT JG 

j. F. Ebersole, USCG, Commanding, in company ,with the pr CYPR.ESS 

(USCG \>IPB), entered the Song Ganh Hao on a SEA LORDS mission about 
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12 miles east of Ca Mau (WR 386 027). The units did not fire upon 

entering the river hoping to surprise the ene~. Several persons 

were sighted just after entering the river and were taken under 

fire by the PT CYPRF3S and Broncos (OV-10's) from VAL-4. The Bron-

cos received and suppressed light small arms fire. The \fl~'s also 

fired PSYOPS rounds into a large village just to the east. As the 

units exited the river, targets of opportunity were taken under fire 

including a 45 foot camouflaged junk which was destroyed. The PT 

CYPRESS was hit by a suspect.ed rifle grenade causing only minor dam-

age t.o the superstructure. There were no U. S. casualties in the 

operation, and the Broncos were credited with th!"ee Viet Cong killed. 

Further ene~ casualties were unknown. There were 13 structures and 

six sampans destroyed and 21 structures heavily damaged. 

The Binh Thuy Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Team embarked 

in PCF 2, and in company with PCF 32, conducted a SEA LORDS mission 

on 14 December about 8 miles north of Soc Trang (XR 115 75h). The 

EOD Team was inserted for a bunker destruction mission while the 

"Swift" boats stoed by for security. PCF 64 relieved PCF 32 in mid .• 

afternoon. There was no contact with the ene~ during the operat.ion. 

The EOD Team Was extracted at 1720H and returned to Coastal Group 36 

he2dquarters. The Binh Thuy EOD Team destroyed 25 defensive bunkers 

during the day's mission. 

en 17 December, a SEA LORDS mission was conducted approximately 

15 miles south of Ca Mau (WR 458 003). The PT MALONE (USCG WPB), 

LTJG W. C. HOYT, USCG, Commanding, the PT JEFFERSON (USCG WPB), a 
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rJonit')r, RAG's 25 and 29, and the 221 st RAC un! t 45 enterrA the Song 

Ganh H .... o, and the troops were inserted for a ground swee,p while the 

HPB's took targets of opportunity under fire aI!d provided a blocking 

force. The WPB' s received and immediately suppressed small arms and 

automatic weapons fire at two separate location~ along the river. The 

troops were ,~tracted at 1700H without further inctdent. The day's 

action resulted in one Viet Cong killed and 27 sampans, 16 structures, 

anC: six bunkers destroyed. There were six sampalls and 10 structures 

damaged. In addition, 2,000 pounds of rice and approximately 100 

pounds of dried shrimp were destroyed. There were no friendly CaSU-

alties. 

A SEA LORDS missicn waS conducted an 30 December about 15 miles 

east of Soc Trang (XR 299 686). PCl<' 102 with CTF 116 EOD Team embark­

ed and PCF 21 with 35 Popular Force (PF) troops embarked proceeded to 

Dung Island in the Bassac River where the troops were inserted to 

destroy bunkers. The troops were ext.racted and reinserted about two 

miles to the east where light small arms fire WaS received and sup-

pressed. Upon completion of the sweep, all troops were extracted 

without further incident. Gun damage assessment and enemy casualties 

were unknown. The EOD Team destroyed 30 bunkers. There were no 

friendly casualties. 
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MARKET TIME RAIDERS 

SEA LORDS 
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NAVAL S'TATISTICAL SUMMARY (AS OF 31 DECEMBER) 

c:-:t 
,~ ,~ 

;z:: THAN HUNG GIANT BARRIER BREEZY SEARCH REAClY 31: ...., 
DAO SLINGSHOT REEF COVE TlJRN DECK 

...... -c:::t c::s ,..,., 
ENEMY KIA 

,...., 
~:z:: :-= 
--4 -4 - BY USN 215 (39) 1005 (59) 69 (;4) 50 (19) 184 (9) 310 (47) -::z:- :=-
..-- BY VNN 50 (20) 126 (13) 29 (0) 4 (4) o (0) 6 0) .--

BY OTHER 281 (61) 910 (40) 104 (0) 17 (17) 43 0) 228 (0) 

ENEMY CIA 

BY USN 7 (0) 24 (1) 15 (1) 39 (2h) 2 (2) 1 h (1) 
BY VNN 1 (0) 9 (2) 1 (0 ) 6 (5) o (0) o (0) 
BY OTHER 18 (0) 205 0) 31 (0) 4 (0) 27 (2) 112 (6) 

c-
o FRIENDLY KIA 

USN 11 ( 1 ) 30 (2) 5 (0) 1 (0) 14 (0) 5 (0) 
'INN 9 (0) 15 (2) o (0) o (0) o (0) o (0) 
OTHER 19 (2) 112 (5) 15 (0) 2 (0) 19 (0) 19 (0) 

FRIENDLY WIA 

USN 87 (12) 466 (12) 41 (0) 55 (9) 63 (4) 29 (0) 
VNN 60 (0) 119 (16) 11 (0) 9 (2) 4 (0) 17 (2) 
OTHER 138 (14) 610 (9) 79 (0) 4 (1) 92 (0) 82 (3) 

KILL RATIO 

USN 19';>:1 (39: 1 ) 33.6:1 (44.5:1) 13.8:1 (14:0) 50:1 (19:0) 13.1:1 (9 :0) 62:1 (47 :0) 
'INN 5.5 :1 (20:0) 8.4 :1 (6.5:1 ) 29.0:0 * (h:o ) * 6:0 (3:0) 
OTHER 14.8:1 (30.5:1 ) 8.1 : 1 (8: 1 ) 6.9:1 ,,. 8.5 :1 (17:0 ) 2.3 :1 (3:0) 12:1 * 

() - Monthly totals 
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.... ~L STATISTICAL SJMMARY (AS OF ~1 DECEMBER) --' 
-C -c: - -.... .... 
::2: TRAN HtMG GIANT BAMIER BREEZY SEARCH READY :z: ....., DAO SLINGSHOr REEF COVE TIJRN DECK L&..I 
c::::l c= -""'- START OF OPERATION 21 NOV 69 6 DEC 6E 2 JAN 69 -26 SEP 69 1 NOV 68 3 JUN 69 ""'-=-= :z: 
c::::I FRI FF 
c,:, 

181 (31 ) 421 (34) 42 (7) 25 (15) 135 (8) 41 (5) c::I 
c.:J 

ENIFF 142 (25) 663 (19: 40 (0) 29 (0) 74 (5) 43 (5) 

UNILATERAL FIRlliGS 329 (l.6 ) 1251 (52) 133 ( 1 8) 76 (33 ) 224 (18) 166 (29) 

MINING::: 19 ( 1 ) 1 ' 
,- , 

6 (0) 6 (0) 4 (0) 1 (0 ) ,.) \U) 

AMMUNITION CACl.'ES 4 (1 ) 253 (14 ) 1 (0 ) 0 (0) 14 (0) 16 (0) 
& CACHE r!]'. (TOt," ) 11 .5 ( . 1 ) 139.4 (2. to) .!j (0 ) 0 (0) 11 (0 ) 4 (0) 

arHER CACHE 'a ~ (0) (C) ) (0) 
,-

f' 23 (2) 0 (0 ) 1 1 1 _"7 , , 

& CACHE wr. (TmSI 0 (0) 381 •. 9 (4. 0 (0) 1 .2 (0) 1 (0) .4 (0) 

REPORTS OF ENEMY PLAN~ 
TO ATTACK PATRO)c GRAFT 140 (3 ) 189 (e) 19 (0) 6 (0) * * 
SAMPANS DESTROYlID 249 (8) 303 (1 L ) 128 ( 11 ) 10') (53 ) 28.2 (22) 135 (7) 

9.7 toos nruni tions and 5.5 tons of other materie L were ce.ptured during engagements with barrier 1llli ts. 

() - Monthly totals 

* - Statistics not available 



,;OMfIOEHTUl 
COASTAL SUHV~ILLANCE FOHCE SUMMAhY 

Market Time and Stable Door forces continued routine "perations 

during December. Patrol responsibility in the Game l'iarden area of 

operation on the lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers was maintained by 

Market Time units, There were 5,934 watercraft detected in the rivers, 

and of those, 2,037 were inspActed, and another 2,689 were boarded 

resulting in the detention of four craft and 11 persons. There were 

~0 ~e00~ed i~cidents of evading craft in the rivers. Task Force 115 

surveillance units detected 58,051 craft in their patrol areas along 

the u)asts and in the harbors of the Republic of Vietnam. Adverse 

·,.;eather in the First and Third C<'astal Zones during part of the month 

and the Vietnamese aSSuming patrol responsibiliLy for 29 of tht.:; 54 

Market Time Stations accounted ,or the low number of USN detections. 

There were 10,189 craft. inspected and another 10,217 craft boarded 

resulting in the detention of 78 craft ana 608 persons for lack of or 

faulty identifica.tion, violation of restricted areas, possession of 

contraband, and other suspicious activity. There were 133 Viet Cong 

SUSDects detained during the month. 

Enemy initiated activity continued at the same relative low 

level of the five preceding months. There were no known large scale 

infiltrations of men or supplies attempted during December. Naval 

gunfire and blo~king patrols were provided in support.. of friendly 

ground opera'_ions .3.1ong the CO'lstS and in the ,-:,vers and canals. 

There were four U.~. sailors killed and 15 wounded during these opera-

tions. Enemy losse" to t.he naval gunfire of tI.arket Time forces carne 

to 82 confinned killed, plus 61 probably killed, and 16 wounded. 

f~iJ~fIO£NTlAl 
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SEAL units continued to support the Sea Float operations in the 

IV Corps Tactical Zone conducting almost daily operations. 

In the III and IV Corps Tactical Zones, there were 66 SEA LORDS 

~issions and 62 SEAL and Sea Float missions conducted during December. 

The results of the missions were not as impressive as in previous 

months as the enemy continued to avoid contact. The lOS ift" boats 

assigr:ed to Sea Float continUt.i to support the PSYOPS cBJnpaign in the 

lower Ca Mau Peninsula. These operations are discussed under Market 

Time Raiders in the SEA LORDS Summary and Operation Sea Float Summary. 

There was litt12 increase in enemy activity along the coast. The 

area of greatest concern continued to be the Ha Tien, Rach Gia Thanh, 

Vinh Te Canals. Reports indicated a constant bu5_ld-up of en"",y supplies 

along this border area. There were also reports of attempted border 

crossings during the first week of December which were considered as 

possibl, feelers for a large scale crossing attempt. Intelligence 

indicated the enemy '-rould n:.ount major attacks against population 

centers, pacified areas, and operational and Free World Forces bases 

from 19 through 24 December; however, at month's end, this enemy 

activity had failed to materialize. There were also indications that 

the enemy's intelligence and reconnaissance units were reconnoitering 

many of the targets which would be necessary prior to launcr.ing attacks 

against major targets and achieve productive results. There were no 

indications of renewed sea infiltration into RVN; however, there were 

reports that the enel1'Y was using the coastline near the Three Sisters 

area for transshipnent and/or infiltration. 

cn~fiOfHTlAL 44 



I' I' '.' r ! [1 \. i! T I A l 
1. I ) t~ ~U Lfi 

... '.'" OJ &'C!'. Az pa~ · t of t hei r ru ssion of coasta l surveillanc~ 

;:l ~ l'i. "'::(\~I!.:.eY' - :nj'Utra:..ion , :.1 . S . Coa5 t. Guard cutter '?,)int I',roen 

(:,1''',.:.:- ;1 '. p",n~:·.C;:.2 f~ shinr, b oa t f or an:-rt hinp suspiciou s off the 



• •• l' . . . -. , , , 
• , , I 

Operativn Market Time 

Gun damage ansessment on the 573 naval gunfi.rr. support missions 

and ~iEA Ll11(ilS mi~sion3 conducteci during December was 4J.4 percent. 

Ttl"i" wa'; the highest- 'oonthly percentage of GOA recorded to date with 

. 42) t' Moy 1969 The results of the '")re"li DUS high be1ng . percell 1n n • 

these ~is5i~ns were: 

11, J Viet Cong killed ('32 hody count, 61 probable) . 

.1.6 III et Cong wQu'.'1ded. 

28 Viet C,)"g car,tured. 

233 Junks/sarn~Jilns destroyed. 

16 Junks/sampans damaged. 

1.2"3 Structures/bunkers dcostroyed. 

148 Structures/bunkers damar,e,i, 

There were 10 incidents ,,;: evading craft an<'. perso.1nel reported 

during the month. They were taken under fire in all cases and resulted 

in 13 sampans destroyed and six VC killed 2.00 two VC wounded. 

Detection of wood oraft by Market !,"'" surveillance units were 

16,247 during December. Of these, 5,530 were inspected, :;,;,d another 

6,678 were boarded. Detection of steel hulled vessels in Market Time 

areas t.otaled 46), with )25 caing inspected and 14 being boarded. 

This was the lowest number of detections t.o date with the previ'Jus low 

bein~ recorded in November 1969. Adverse weather due to the northeas~ 

monsoon season .1.n the First am Second Coastal Zones c()ntributed to 

th~ 10''; number of det.ections. 1.n addition, the Vietilamese Navy assumed 

oatrol of areas IG and 2C. Vietnamese Market Time station detecticils 

are not :"ef.lected in these totals. (See Naval Advisor.r Group Surrvnary 

for Vii!; ~tatistics.) . , 
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Three PCF's were chopperl to Commander Task Group 194.4 on 

; December in reaction to intelligence of increased thraat of ene~ 

infiltration in the upper Bassac River area. 

On 9 De~ember, t.he USCGC PT ELLIS (l'iPi3 82330) was turned over 

to the Vietnamese NaV'J at the Small Craft Repair Facilit,., Danang. 

Tbe USCGC PT HUDSON (I'I1'B 82322) and USCGC PT SLOCUM (WPB 82313) were 

turned over to the Vietnamese Navy in ceremonies on 11 December. 

The i'iPB' s were rendDled the I.E QUANG THANH (HQ 705) and NGUYEN NGOC 

THACH (HQ 706) respectively. 

Ql 20 December, four PCF's were chopped to Commander Task 

Group 115.4 (VNN) from CTG E5.3 to provide additional surveillance 

and firepower. 

Captain D. E. Parkins, USCG relieved Captain Ralph W. Niesz, 

USCG,as Commander Coast Guard Activities, Vietnam on 16 December. 

Commander Task Force 115 assumed the operational control of five 

MK III PCF's on 23 December. 

On 29 December, 12 PCF's fr",n the II and III Cot;)s Tactical 

Zones · ... ere deployed to the IV Corps Tactical Zone in reaction to 

intelligence of enemy movement in the vicinity of Chau Doc/Cambodian 

Border/Vinh Te Canal and re-establishment of the coastal transshipment 

routes in the vicinity of the Three Sisters area north of the Rach Gia. 
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A. SEA TIGER - 2 DEC 
B. SEA TIGER - 4 DEC 
C. SEA TIGER - 13 DEC 
D. SEA TIGER - 22-23 DEC 
E. SFA TIGER - 28 DEC 
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Six PCF's were also chopped to· Commander Task Group 194.4 to be 

utilized for coalltal surveillance operat.ions in areas 9F, 90, and 

9H ~nder the operational control of Commander Task Group 115.4 (VNN). 

All coastal surveillance forces observed the Christmas C6'\se 

fire period from 241SOOH to 251BOOH December. There were no reported 

violations during the cease fire period. 

An SL-6 class trawler was detected 183 ~les off the coast of 

South Vietnam (JIK 300 805) by Market Time aircraft at1402H' on" ~ 
23 December. The trawler was on course 120 degrees true, speed 8 

knots. The aircraft initiated continuous covert surve5.1lance follow-

ing identification. Commander Coa"tal Surveillance Force designated 

the contact 23Fl. The USCGC HAMILTON (WHEC 715) was directed to 

proceed south remaining between the trawler and the coast. The 

contact continued tracking south toward the Singapore/MaLacca straits; 

however, at 2000H on 29 December the trawler had not entered the 

S~ngapore/Malacca straits but was lOitering in an area approximately 

100 miles north of the Malacc~ straits. At month's end, covert 

surveillance of the traw·ler continued ut.ilizing barrier aircraft. 

First Coastal Zone 

The northeast monsoon season continued to have it's effect an 

surveillance operations in the First Coastal Zone during December. 

There were 3,677 craft detected, 1,330 inspected, and another 1,359 

boarded during the month. Surveillance results were high as over 

70 percent of those craft detected were either inspected or boarded 
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leading to the detention of 27 craft and 154 persons for lAck·ot' or 

faulty identification papers, draft dodgers, possession of contra­

band, having incorrect manifests, and violating rest~icted zones. 

There were approximately 100 naval gunfire support and Sea Tiger 

missions conducted by the First Coastal Zone units. Gun damage 

assessment rerr.ained high as only 25 missions reportlld no d&lllllge 

observed due to darkness, heavy foliage, or no troops available to 

sweep tI,e area. The PBR's of River Division 543 continued to operate 

in the Sea Tiger area of operations in those areas inacceseible to 

the rrSwift" boats. 

On the morning of 2 D:)cember, Underwater Danolition Team (UDT) 

12, Detachment H, with Regional Force and Popular Force (HF/PF) troops 

providing security, conducted a Sea Tiger mission about one mile south 

of Hoi An (BT 140 556). The mission w&s to destroy bunkers alon« the 

Thu Bon River and was cleared by the Quang Nam Sector Advisor. 

During the operation, two secondary firing devices (SFD) were triggered 

by the security force resulting in seven men wounded. The six RF/PF 

men wounded were treated at Hoi An whils the U.S. sailor wounded was 

treated at the 95th Medical Evacuation Hospital at Danang. There wer~ 

14 bunkers and one st,ructure destroyed, and enemy casualties were 

unknown. 

PER's 47 and 95, with Lieutenant Jones as patrol offic~r, 

conducted a probe of the Ba Ren River between coordinates BT 143 519 

and BT 070 499 in a Sea Tiger mis8ion on the afternoon of 4 DscSlillbsr. 
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F..n route to the area, several sniper rounds were received; however, 

the PBH's and .'telo gunship providing cover were unable to return the 

,., fire. Several spider holes and trails were observed during the transit 

indicating a recent enemy presence. The boats and gunships took a 

sampan under fire that was traveling along the river bank under the 

cover of overhanging trees. Small arms fire was received from the 

treeline at this time but was quickly suppressed. In the same area, 

several sunken sampans and spider holes were sighted indicating a 

strong probability of an enemy crossing point. The river transit was 

complet~d taking targets of opportunity under fire resulting in five 

bunkers arr! seven sampans destroyed. There were no frlendly casualties, 

arrl enemy casualties were unknOlffi. 

Patrol officers LTJG Holman and QMC (3S) Williams directed a Sea 

Tiger mission on the night of 13 December with PBR's 43, 67, 91 and 

95 of River Divis.i.on 543 about nine miles south of Danang (BT 056 

625). A half hour after establishing a waterborne guardpost (WBGP), 

more than 40 armed personnel were sighted walking in a northerly 

direction on the west bank of the dver. After confirming that there 

were no friendlies in the area, the PBR's took the personnel under 

flre. The boats then regrouped and made a slow ~iring run to the 

south and then cleared the area. There were fifteen enemy probably 

killed in the operation. In this same area, PER's observed crossings 

on the four previous niBnts and made contact on three of those occasions 

killing three Viet Cong on 12 December. Enemy casualties on the other 
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two nights were unknown, and cn the other occasion, they were unable 

to take the enany under fire due to friendlies in the area. There 

were no friendly casualties on any of these missions. 

Sea Tiger forces conducted a bunker destruction mission on 22 

and 23 December along the north and south banks of the Song Ba Re~ 

about 16 miles south of Danang CBT 098 515). PBR's 43, 47, 59 and 

91 provided a waterborne blocking force, and Regional force troops 

provided ground security ,;hile UDT 12, Det H, and EOD team 70 destroyed 

the bunkers. During the operation, a listing of dead VC was cajOtured 

and turned over to COMlUVDlV 543 for further transfer to the Navy 

T t '1' T" Of"' (NIT" \ • H . A .... 11 e.l 1genc e .LlalSOD ..I.lC er \. L .wU) au .Ol n. '1\';0 bodies were also 

found in one of the many fighting holes alollli; the trail, and they 

were identified as VC by members of the Vietnamese security force. 

There were no papers on the bodies, and the numerous 'jhrapnel wounds 

indicated they were killed by a,'tillery rounds about 20-21 December. 

The area of the sweep revealed numerous well kept vegetable gardens 

although there was no contact with the enemy. Four of the !iF troop 

were medevaced with wounds caused by booby traps. The two day opera-

tion resulted in two sampans, four structures, and 56 bunkers nestroyed. 

A Sea Tiger mission was conducted the nigbt of 28 December when 

Pat reI Officers LTJG Holman and BMC Turnbull estab Ushed a waterborne 

guardpost wit.h Pba's 59, 131, 67, and 43 on the Vin'l Dien River about 

11 kilometers northwest of Hoi An (BT 057 (14). The PBR's of IUVDIV 

543 observed approximately 30 personnel with large backpacks walking 
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north along the western bank of the river. The PUR's opened fire 

with M-60, M-16, and M-79 mortars. A half hour later, 15 personnel 

were gighted 900 meters to the north and were taken under fire. An 

hour and a half later, ten additional personnel were sighted and 

taken under fire, and then the PBR's cleared the area and requested 

that artillery strikes be placed in the area. 1"nere were ten enemy 

killed in the operation, and there were no friendly casualties. This 

was the same general area in which large groups of personnel had been 

engaged by the PBR's on four separate occasions in the previous two 

weeks. 

Second Coastal Zone 

The northeast monsoon season continued to take its toll on the 

number of craft detected in the Second Coastal Zone by Market Time 

units. There were only 3,182 craft detected during December as 

compared to the 4,321 detected the previous month. Surveillance 

results remained high as over 83 percent of those detected were either 

boarded or inspected. There were 1,610 inspections and 1,029 boardings 

reported during the month resulting in the detention of two craft and 

24 persons for lack of or faulty identification papers, curfew viola­

t.ion, incorrect or faulty manifest and restricted zone violations. 

In addition, there were 49 Viet Cong suspects detained. 

There were approximately 25 naval gunfire support missions 

conducted during December in the Second Coastal Zone. Only two of 

the missions reported ~. gun damage assessment, and those were 
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secondary explosions. The reasons for no GDA's was reported as no 

spotters avail;;ble, darkness, or no troops available to sweep th" 

area. As in previous months, enemy activity in the Second Coastal 

Zone has been extremely light. There were no significant results 

reported from the mis sions conducted. 

Third Coastal Zone 

The number. of detections of craft in the Third Coastal Zone 

decrellsed to only 7,752 during December. Surveillance results were 

01' -.s,.anding as 98 per'."nt of the craft detected were either inspected 

or boarded. There were 2,972 inspections and 4,660 boardings which 

resu~_t.ed in the detention of three craft and 41 persons for lack of 

or faulty identification, being suspected draft dodgers, and posses-

sion of contraband. The "Swift" boats of the Third Coastal Zone 

continued to patrol the lower Bassac and Co Chien Itivers in the Game 

·;/arden area of operations det -'ing 5,934 craft and inspecting 2,037 

and boarding another 2,689, There were four craft and 11 persons 

detained. 

There were approximately 200 naval gunfire support missions 

conducted during December in response to urgent requests for naval 

gunfire support, H and 1, targets of opportunity, or in preplanned 

ri vel" and canal incursions. 

PCr" 37, LT,lG Lanmon, USN, Commanding, in company with the PT 

GRACE (U~"G iiPB), embarked 40 PRU' s on the morning of 1 Decembe,' 
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and inserted them about 22 miles south of My Tho (XH 605 942). The 

troops were to support PRU units already in the area and in contact 

with the Viet Congo The Uluts remained in the area throughout the 

day coordinating OV-IO air strikes. At 1830H, the PRU's were all 

extracted without incident. The days operation rE'sulted in 21 Viet 

Cong confirmed killed, ~ even weapons and one pouch full of documents 

captured. Fifteen of the VC kEls ,·'ere attributed to OV-IO air strikes. 

There were three PRU troops kil':'"d and one w<''lnded during the day. 

In the afternoon of 11 December, in a preplanned operation, the 

PT MAliGNE (USCG \'IPB) and PT JEFFERSON (USCG WPB) conducted a pr0be 

r.~ the Song Lang Chim, Rach Sau, and Song Dai Dum about. 20 nliles east 

of Tra Vinh (XR 730 720) taking targets of opportunity under fire. 

Three ev~,ding males and three beac-hed sampans were taken under fire 

at one location and four males al. another. The mission had sec'~or 

clearance and standby 'iir sUPi"vr'(.. The WPB's destroyed eight sampans 

and four structures and heavily d~~aged three sampans, five bunkers, 

and one structure. There were no fri.endly caeualties, and enemy 

casualties w~re unknown. 

PCF's 59 and 37 picked up Kit Carson Scouts and a U.S. advisor 

for a mission on the night of 14-15 December about 18 miles southeast 

of Phti Vinh (YJi 771. 891). The troops were inserted at 2300H and then 

the "Swift" boats exited the canal and stoodby for support. Contact 

was made with the enemy about 0900H on the 15th which resulted in six 

Viet Cong killed and one VC platoon lead"r captured. PCF 59 ext~acted 
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the troops while PCF 37 provided cover, and the units then exited 

the canal without further incident. There were no friendly casualties. 

The PT MAHONE (USCG WPB), LTJG W. C. HOYT, USCG, Commanding, was 

requested to provide a gunfire support 1I1s9ion on a troop concentration 

of approximately 150 Viet Cong about 20 miles southeast of Tra Vinh 

(XR 756 863) on the morning of 27 December. Firing at a range of 

from 1500 to 2100 yards, the WPB ignited five sustained fires and 

destroyed six structures, and there were four large secondary explo-

sions. There were no friendly casualties and enemy casualties were 

unknown. 
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OPERATIONS IN THE THIRD COASTAL ZONE 
,. 

A. rCF 37 & PT GRACE - 1 DEC 
B. PT MAP-ONE & PT JEFFERSON - 11 DEC 
C. PCF's 59 & 37 - 14-15 DF.C 

, ;-(,Jc~ SON 
4C~. 

D. PT MARONE - 27 DEC 

SCALE: 

o 30 
Nautical Miles 



MARKET TIME 
MCNTHLY HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

DECEMBER 1969 

(1) Average No. U. S. ships/craft on patrol during month. 

MSO MSC WPB PCF 1ST PG WHEC 

AVG 2 1 8 39 1 1 _3 

(2 ) Average No. VNN ships/junks employed during month. 

SEA FORCE RIVER FORCE COASTAL FORCE 

TOTAl 39 296 191 

(3) U.S. Activity. 

TOTAL DETECTED WOOD - DAY 14,448 NIGHT 1 ,799 

STEE!, - DAY 233 NIGIIT 230 16 1710 

TOTAL lliSPECTED WOOD - DAY 4,784 NIGIIT 746 

STEEL - DAY 163 NIGIIT _,.;,1.::,:62=-- Sl 855 

TOTAL BORDED WOOD - DAY 6,342 NIGHT _..:;3~36,,--

STEEL - DAY __ 1,;..:0,- NIGHT __ -=4,-- 6,692 

(4) VNN Activity: 

JINKS SEA.RCHED 711717 JUNKS DETAINED 65 

PERSONS SEARCHED 243 1703 PERSCNS DETAINED 367 

(5) U. S. Activity: 

JUNKS DETAINED 78 

PERSONS DETAlliED 276 

(6) STABLE DOOR STATISTICS: 

No. of ,Tunks detected 41 1341 

No. of Inspections hl 334 

No. vf Boardings 31525 

n i1l-1 r: III ~ ~ T I A L 58 ,~.I .~~rf 



, , . . -, , 



(1 ~ ~ ~. , II, r ~ T' I I 
,~ :'. I, (fJ ",. 

Operation Sea Float/Tran Hung Dao III 

There were :nD!'e than 60 Sea Float and SEAL Team missions and 

eo:oroxLmiltely 250 I'1lnfire support mis3ions cunducted durin!'; DecEmber, 

1nd r.hev continued to cnaximize damaRe to kno ... .,.. or suspected VC base 

camps, "xtortian stations, anc! secret zones. The followini( U.S. and 

'.jrJj~ era rt and units operated at S8a Float at various times throu"hollt 

th', month: rCF's 3, 5, 9. 18, 21, 22, 27, 35, 36, 1 .. 0, 45, 46, 50, 51, 

56, 9.3, and 96; USS Vi£li.lllOl, COUNTY (LST 1161); and USS GALLUP (rG 85); 

noat River Assault Craft Detachment consisting of ATC's 4, 9 and 

1:J; A',PJ" s 2 and 3; Honitor 2 and Zippo 2; SI',AL Team De:ach.'llent Golf; 

:.jnderd.qter !Je;~!()lit.iofl Tearr. i2; an Explosive Ordnance Disp.')sdl Team; 

A. Duffel Paf~ ;'eam; two Sea>lolves; two OV-l0fs; Slicks; L3M's 401, 403 

and l,(I~; peF '5 03, 04, 05, 06, 10 and 11; L'iSL's flQ 225, HQ 231, "dd 

HQ 29: Coastal Groups 33, 35, and 36; a VNN POV-,AR Team; a VNN reaction 

T~;l'n; :::jP MtPAC Team VNN 05; Kit Carson Scouts; MST T~~O, RF troops; 

1J:r~ :tan .':"t~rs; ant: RD troops. These forces conductFd day ar:d night 

""yone oae,rob illonl' the rivers and canals of the Sea Float operating 

rtrea. Ai.r i-l~S~+ s provided Psyops missions in those areas inaccessable 

t,r) ~,1e crCift. The afloat untts inserted and extracted ground forees, 

bloc~ng ,forces, waterborne ,guarciposts, and 

12:- -l,.:-t services fQt' lo~~i9tic crH~t along the Bo De e.nd Cua Lon Rivers 

't;l(~ aJ,;acent can~ls. All afloat units and the Mobile Advance Te.ctical 

:;'lOnort P'lse ccntin",d. to conduct nightly H and I fire int·) known VC 

[;,1.::;1" C['l..l'!}ns and extortion ::treas. 
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~lif'L Conl"f bHn"''"!rc: '~oJre founct alonp' the banks of the rivers and 

ce,nl.-, statinr that those oeop1e who ra)ly to the [,overrun.,,:t would 

r,' ki} :"r! tv the VC. 

1:1 .:1:1 inform,ql cere:nony on 1 DecF;'mber, administratiye responsi­

bi111.)' fnr th~ '10 Fire Zone (~fZ) com'nu!lity was turTied over to Dai 

~, , 

:1.· 4:1, the Nam Can District Chief. The villa;!e was divided into t'ooiO 

h,1'"!',Lp.ts, Tr~n Hunp' Dao I and 'fran H~ng Dao II, and separate plpn:;; for 

th~ or"c.nization anu dpv,"lol1ment have heen dev"loped. Ultimiltely 

+-h~re ',.,rill be a sinple vil1a[!e with a villapc chief, and in the vil­

.l"g" wi 11 'Je the two hamlets each with its own hamlet chief. 

r:llr, ,~, 11. '"hi te, !JSN, CO!1N WFOItV PAO, and seven news media 

reoresf!ntativ'3s visited Sea Float on 7 December ancl were r'riefed on 

the concppt of operations and w~re r:ivp.n (1. tour of the Sea Float A.nnex. 

~"a Float was visited by Vice Ad'lliral E. It. ZUllrdalt, Jr., USN, 

r:;:~.1'~;\1JFORV; COr"V'lodore 'fran Van Chon, VNN GNOj HG1~~ Dzu, ARVN, J3, 

.ISS; A.n(: t-<GEN Bautz, J3, MACV, on 9 December. The party was briefed 

O~ SeR. ~'loa tope ra tions, .So!.id Anchor, and on the progress and 

'irh~ri1l1erl f1ltllre d~velopmcnt of the ha,nlets Tran Hung Dao I and Tran 

Hlmc ')010 II followed by a walkinl'; tour of t.he Solid Anchor base site 

end !Jerimeter. They then travel~d uy PCF to the Annex where they 

toured the area, T:1p.t the villap'c chief, and visited the ne .. ly opened 

schoc.1 whe re abou:' 200 children were singinr Vietn;:unese sonp,5. 

"r;';N DZll e,ncl MGEN Baut7. were impressed with the success of the Sea 

F'lo2 t/Tran Hun[, Dao III operations and especially ,dth the ot·vious 
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succe;,!i of trlf; Psyops/pacification n.fforts i::l.:i c·yi.d"nced :;y the number 

of h00tch"o an<l peopl" nnd the amount cf .Junk an<l ."arnoo.n traff:i c at 

The Senior A<lvisor from An Xuyen visited Sea Float on 11 Decem­

ber, e<nd li:lscuosed thp. nroblems experienced with the RF and RD troops 

in the Ann~x vi:la~e. 

On 13 December, Caotain E. !1. Saunders, CEC .• USN, COMNAVFORV 

FOrce EngineBr ,visi ted the Solid Anchor Base and was briefed ()(J the 

operation a:'lc1 progress. 

!l'Dl1 R"bert E. Adamson, Jr., USN, prospective CCmManderl'laval 

'>upp.rt Actlvit~·, Danang and party were briefed on U;e Sea Float 

cO:1cep:'s, .o-perations, and achievements, and ',{ere given a tour of the 

Solid Anchor Base and Tran Hun~ Dao I hamlet on 14 December. 

en '6 December, Sea Float enjoyed another first with ~he birth 

of e baby abo" rd. It last report the seven pcund girl and rrother 

'Here both d:Jir.~ fine. 

Admiral .John S. McCain, Jr., USl" CCIlIiT.ander in Chief Pacific, 

Vice Ari"1i.!'al E. R. Zumwalt, Jr., USN, and Re ... r Admiral J. L. Butts, 

U:;1!, Aide awl Sxecutive Assist"nt to CIN?AC, visited Sea Float on 

20 Dec~mb"r. CI!JCPAC addressed the USN/litH! officers and men at Sea 

?loat, ~n(l Solid Anchor. 
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'T'hf' const.."ct.ion :Jf the .Solid ,Inchor lJa~e cant. inued durin" 

ll"cPc':'er '"ith the nIacin" of reVlininp walls for the ammi pier, 

builctln~ bunkers, ir'lnruvinf" the carnp area, constructinR watch towers, 

A.~:U tree cl efl_ri:1(~ alon~ the p~rimeter. The number of Seabees ass imed 

to Solid Anchor ,j'.'cre.qsed to 21 with the departure of the 11 men of 

Detail r,m!' r"r Saipon on 3 December" 

un the afternoon of 30 November, SEAL ~eam One, Detachment GOLF, 

derart~d Sell Ploat via aU,S. Amry Slick, on a mission to capture a 

reoorted Province Fin,'1n'::e anrl Economy Chief meeting with three VC 

Roerrilla secarity force members about 13 kilometers northeast of Sea 

Floe t ('rq 086 795). '!'he ~nick landed on ton of a hootch, and the 

pe rsonnel exi ted by ~lid inp down the roof of the hootch. The roof 

of th~ hootch collrtpsed, and th8 hp.lo went out of control, crashin,n: 

on r.OD of th" hootch, and burryinl' some of the SEAL '5. The helo door 

I'1mnerc;nd other SEAL's that had !Cotten free "~f the wreckage pulled 

the buried ~embers out. They then patrolled out to the landing zone, 

lll0 ,.,..,t.ers to tho east, ,,mere a Seawolf picked up the pilot of the 

crasloed helD. A m'oster of oersonnel was taken at thi:; time, end it 

'las iiscovp.red that fiX 1 ll{olfe was missing. The patrol leader and two 

.S~AJ. 's ret.urned to the scene "nd sea rched the wrockage and found one 

'.<ounded "G, several other dead VC and the body of !-IM1 '!lolfe. A , 
~ok,,-shi~t stretcher was made "nd the ~roup then returned to the Iand-

inr1, {'j'1'" ··~·here they we.re extracted by a Jilek and returned to :Sea 

"loat. ;i"1 (!J1l)C"',r) Richard O,~den '.101fe, USN, was killed, LTJG 

6) 



.' ; 

Chcrlt's S. ~routy, US'l, ond GW~3 ([)1f)(PJ) Loren E. !Jecker, USN, were 

',:ounded (possible broken arms). There wa~ on" VC woun:led, one VC 

cantured, and five 1fC killed. 

At 1301); on 4 December, U.S. PCI"s 50, 56, vtm PCI' 05, an 

1.5'31. with Seawolves providinp ai" cover were conducti n~ a PS:JopS 

pat:col on the r,onl' I'am Doi about 25 kilometers northwest of Sea Fl08,t 

when they 'dere ambushed by an unknown number of VC lath B-40, AK-47, 

~nd g-16 fire. The Seawolves and LSSL responded with saturation fire 

into th" area and silenced the e"emy fire. A VNN reaction team was 

in5~;rt~d, and a J!!"ound sweep resulted in the capture of two twin 

E-40 rocket launchers, two entrenching tools, wire, and batteries. 

'1"'8 t.hree PCl" s received moderate damage. RD3 Martin S. Doherty, 

[;S'I, and bMl Don ~. Stevenson, USN, were killed, and LTJG Patrick L. 

Evans, 1JS~J, LTJG Rolert S. :'Ihite, us:m, En2 ,John R. Phillips, USlI, 

2M3 R07 D. "!h~te, USN, and QH3 Thomas H. Terfehr, USN were wounded. 

Two members of the VN'I re"lction team also received minor wounds. 

The follm;inl' day, a mission ;.;a:; conducted in the area of the 

:unb,s)) 'NiL" PCI" s 40, 93, and 27, Lr,SL 231, a monitor, ATC-13, Zippo 

2 Wi th two pI atoons of VNN rangers, EOD, UUT, and a VII:I reaction 

force. The PCl" s set up a blockin2 force at the ,1unction of the Song 

'Jam Ij:>i 3nd Soni! Po lie. Follo,;in~ a bellch prep, the troops were 

inserted in t.',o{O eleme"ts. The troops swept south and found three 

I,"lnkers and hootch complexes wi th inter connecting trails. One large 

cQmDlex could acco;'U!1odate approximately 300 people and had new bunkers 
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,1nci ~lootdw,,: t and nun,ii stokes ,,'pre he.inp' rnt-ide. ':'he f'l'r()und t]"Y;Ops 

(jest. ~oyed thp ['unk<:rs and hootch,,", and then Seawol ves placed strikes 

in the "rp.A. The troons were extrndred at 1300H without makinR con­

tact ar.ri re,urned to Sea Float. There were 35 sampans, 44 structures, 

23 ,'unkers, 65 "ater caches, two tons of food, 500 pounds of !!len's 

C] othinC'" ,qnd various rounds of small arms a':vnunition destro,yed. 

In addition, 75 structures "'ere not destroyed, but. five kLcos <of 

documents were cP.r..cured. There were no friendly casualties during 

the ope~8tion. 

There were nine Viet Con~ kil:ed in a SEAL mission on I, 

Dect>",ber about 12 miles northwest of Old Nam Can (V:, 770 890). 

Thf' 5:::- .'·LS were i~1:.3erted by sampan, and enemy contact was made im­

media tely. The enemy fire wac suppressed by the SEALS and Seawolves. 

They then ~,Jtrolled to the tar~et area and captured 15 kilos of 

enem,Y dOCW"ie!1t.s, six kilos of grenades, and assorted medical supplies. 

There '''ere four structures and one sampan destroyed. There were no 

friendl:' casu.slties. 

The USCc}C Cl'ASE (':IIIEC-718) responded to a call fire mission 

in surmort of the 21st ARVll Division on 13 December, "bout 38 miles 

north of the Song Ung Doc (VR 848 703). The five inch "uns of the 

Song vn~ Doc nav?l gunfire sUPi~crt ship destroyed two structures 

And five bunkers and heavily damaf'ed three bunkers, five structures, 

and three sam~ans. 

A S~AL and Kit Carson s~out mission to capture a province 
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]pvr] cedre, "haul. 7.S ~.ilomet"rs northwest of Dong r:an (vn 943 738), 

was Ctlndllcted on 19 December. Based on Kit Carson Scout intelli-

"enee, the S"AL' s were inserted by Slick with Seawol ves providing 

air cover. They Qatrolled 7"0 meters to the objective area where 

the:, came under small arms fire. In the return fire, four Vit:t 

Con~ were killed. The patrol continued to the base camp and de-

stroyed it. They the!'1 moved from the area via sampans and were ex-

tracted by PCF' s 3 and 35 for return 'vU ::~o Float. There were 15 

structures destroyed and six sampnn!:), one 4 HP motor, tw'O kilos of 

d0cuments, !Jne CI'ICOM carbine, ene M1 U.S. carbine, and various 

small arms e.mmuni tion captured. There were no friendly casuRl ties. 

An air s'"rike by Seawolves was conducted for the Hai Ye!"! 

district chief on 21 December about 12 miles northwest of Sea Float 

(VQ 807 723). The Seawol ves were credited with 12 Viet Cong killed 

including one Frovince level finance and economy cadre and one 

military "ffairs advisor. 

Acting on Kit Carson Scout (KCS) intelligence, a SEAL mis-

ion was s'_'1eduled on 22 Decemcer to capture a local gllerilJa force 

and district level cadre about six kilometers north of Sea Float 

('.10 012 733). rwel ve KeS and two SEALS departed Sea Float via 

LS:iC "nd proceeded up the Kinh Ngang canal. They noticed footprints 

alon~ the bank indicating recent VC movement. They were inserted 

and patrolled 500 meters to the north where they established a 

listenir.p- post at 140OH. At 163OH, a sampan with four males entered 

the listening post area and was taken under fire. Heavy enemy 

f" ~ .. ,- - I ~: .. -. T i ,. ~ . '- ~ . ." 
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rl'Lurn ~ir<-! Wrt~ received from the east. The unit was thl"!fI extracted 

.'lnri .... Prll.rnl ves nl.1ced four strikes into the area and received he:ivy 

a'.110"10'';C WR""OnS ri "',. :'eF's 52 and 96 were scrambled and placed 

P1rrrr. r""ortar fire :nto the area. As the swift boats were returninp, 

to SPA. float., cl 3(l!'l1pan was searched which contained one clip of AK 

aTTl!"':un L t inn and one ~T.:i. frap.:ncnta tion grenade. The sampan was re-

turnen to Sea noot for inspection by the EOD team, 0'1-10, Black 

-'or.le~ were called in and placeti strikes on the area. They did not 

reC"3]"ve any enemy fire or observe any damare. ThAre were five VC 

ki~-lf;d and one VC captured in the operation, and one sampan Was 

des'royed and one "aptllred. There were no friendly casualties. 

SEAL Team One, detachment Golf, LTtr(~ Flanagan, and seven 

5"".L'; conducted a mission to capture villa"e level personnel about 

11 kil olT,eters 8ast of Old !Ian', Cam (,tiC) 108 687) early on the morning 

of 28 December. The :,EAL' s were insf!rted alon" the Son~ Cua Lon 

Vla LSSC and oatrolled 1800 meters to the south whe!'e a sampan ·"ith 

tl ..... O -:n,lles Was spottp-d and taken under fire. Followi~g the destruc-

ti"!1 of the sampan, the SEAL's called for extraction and were re-

~,urned to Sea Float. There were two VC killed, and one s,')mpan 

destrcved, and two kilos of important documents csptured, Tl,e 

docum~!1~S revealed that the two VC killed were a village level 

5er.urit:r ehlef and a tax extortionist. The initial readout of the 

docu:ne'ltc revealed information concerning VC tactical movements 

in th~ Sea Float. area of operations, including a proTlosed plan 

of at:ock on Sea Flo~t on 25 December. There were no friendly 
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C,18U3] ties in the operation. 

On 31 Decembp.r, Sea\'1,--·l yes took camouflar:ed ,ampans under 

"i re i~ th~ Sea F1,,~t area of operations about 2 miles north of the 

Sell float Annex ("'10. O'lJ 732). The airstrike resulted in nine 

sa",.n1ns ctestroyed. Later the same day, the Seawolves tGok tar"ets • 

of opportunity under fire at the request of the Hai Yen sub-sector 

advisor ahout 9 ",ilee northwest of Sea Float (VQ 933 790). This 

mission resuhed in the destruction of five structures and blO VC 

killed. There were no friendly casualties in this operation. 
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Operation Stable Door 

iJue to s lightly improved weather conditions in December, Stable 

Doar forces were able to detect 41,341 craft in the harbors. There 

were 4,334 crilft insnected and anot.her 3,525 boarded. Patrol units 

continuert to support grounrt operations ,lith blocking forces and the 

landing of reconnaissance patr"ls. 

Unit ONE - Vung Tau 

On 13 December, 1ST 38 advised Harbor Control that a Vietnamese 

woman was discovered on board while U;e ship was transiting from 

Saigon to Vung Tau. Picket 26, with a National Policeman on board, 

was disnatched to the LST. Meanwhile the LST had sent a small b()at 

to the customs aier with the woman embarked. The National Police 

were notified by the Hal·bor Entrance Control and met the LST boat at 

the pier. 

LCPL 52, while inspecting junks on 16 December, was struck by 

Junk VT276NTDC. The Junk backed off and returned to Ben Dinh. Since 

dafi1age to LCPL 52 was minor,. and the junk was underway with no 

apparent da;nage, the incident W<iS considered closed until Unit ONE 

was notified by the Third Coastal Zone Advisor that the junk owner 

was claiming that the junk was sunk on the spot and intended to 

submit a claim for 200,CXXl piasters. Investigation r'3vealed that the 

junk had not sunk, and an inspection on 18 December rl!vealed the 

following rtamage: three square feet of planking torn from the port 

side of the bow and planking sprung away from the port side. All 
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st rength bulkheads appeared in g:>od c ondit:l.on. There were 3/4 inch 

holes which allows watE;r to drain aft through compartments framed by 

these bulkheads. The owner stat"d that the junk did not sink but 

filled with water. A claim for damages is being forwarded by the 

Vietnamese Navy Military Assistance C011\1Mnd Coordinator, Vung Tau. 

An investigation i" being conducted by Unit ONE and the Third Coastal 

Zone Advisor. 

The 5S EVErtGREEN STATE located 185 miles from Vung Tau, informed 

the Harbor Entrance Control Post on 21 December, that they were 

returning to Vung Tau and requested medical assistance for a man with 

a severely injured back. HECP attempted to arrange a helicopter 

MEDEVAC but there was none availa.ble. Picket 29, with a 345th Medical 

Dispensary corpsman embar;':ed, met. the ];"VERGREEN STATE at the harbor 

ent rance and took the injured mail aboard. He was transferred to an 

ambulanc e on the pier for further t I'ansfer to the hospital. 

Unit TIVO - Cam Ranh Bay 

Skimmer 10 while on normal patrol on 1 D€~ember found a junk 

(CR 440 NT/KDC) half submerged 100 yards nc.rth of the generator ships. 

Picket 51 searched the junk whi.le skimmer 10 searched the generator 

ships and surrounding area with negative results. Due to the shallow 

water, LCPL 37 towed the .1unk to the Vietnamese Poli(!e Pier where it 

was turned over to Vietnamese authorities. 

On 1 Decel1'her, Stable Door &<plosi ve Ordnance Disposal Team 

reported their skinmer was sir.ldng a1: pier 5. LCPL 66 was dispatched 
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to the scene and took one Derson from the skim~e~ and then secured 

it alongside. ~;o other crewmen were picked up off pier 5 and were 

taken to th~ i1a"ket Tir.le base. The screw of the LCMA VICTOltY had 

caught the towing pad of the skirraner and started to pull the boat 

arouni the scrtf' between the rudder and keel. Damages to the skirraner 

includee! a t'No-foot section on the port sld", windshield rippec\ off, 

piping hent, and the towing pad ripped off. It was estimated it 

"oul.d take one '"eek to repair the damage. There were no personnel 

injuries and no equipnent lost. 

Junk 49 II DC, while enroute to Cam l1anh Bay on 2 December, was 

stopped for a t'Outine board and search by LCPL 66. The LCPL .found 

79 cartons and 249 packages of Salem and Kool cigarettes. Since no 
, 

one claimed the cigarettes they were confiscated and turned over to 

the Maritime Police. 

On 5 December, the HECP received a call from Unit T'dO Harbor 

Patrol Element that automatic weapons fire was heard in the vicinity 

of Old Cam Ranh Village. The Joint Defense Operational Control 

(JDOC) and Unit T:iD \tere notifie1. The Naval Support Facility 

Security assigned t,,;o ren to remain overnight to guard the ar~a. 

There were nc furthe r incidents reported. 

A c0ncussion grenade exploded on board LCPL 37 on the night of 

13 December, injuril".g GMGSN R. J. Wourinen, 796 01 81, USN. He was 

taken to the 394th Dispensary where he was reported in fair conditio~ 

with fragmentation wounds over most of his body and third degree 
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burns over 50:t of his upper body. Wourinen was suhsequently trans-

ferr~d to the Ai,. force Hospital for further treattlent. ThIOre was 

only moderate dama ge to LCPL 37. An investll'ation revealed that the 

grenade, instead of having a short fuse as originally believed, had 

been dropped in the boat. 

A ~)C;"L~;.il trailer fell off the south side of pier 4 at 0750H 

on 14 Decffilber, and the EYplosi ve Ordnanc e Disposal Team · ... as req1).ested 

to assist in retrieving it. Tbe EOD team secured lines to the trailer, 

and it \-/as successf)llly lifted to 'he pier. 

On the night of 17 December, a possible swimmer/sapper was 

sighted by a guard on the generator ships. LCPLI S 39 and 23 searched 

the area and EOD personnel inspected the hulls arrl anchor chains of 

all ships in the harbor. The operation was secured two hours later 

wi th negative r eaults. 

On the morning of 24 December, 40-50 U.S. Army personnel had 

been causing trouble in Cam Ranh Bay Village and had barricaded 

themselves in the dependent housing area. Two of the soldiers were 

apprehended and stated they were expecting a boat load of weapons 

and ammunition. Unit T,iQ set up a blockade on the harbor side of 

the village at the request of the Provost Marshall. Eight Vietnamese 

Navy SEAL team personnel with vario'''s explosive and three U.S. soldlers 

in two rubber life rafts were apprehended. They stated they were 

going to the village to purchase cigarettes. During the blockade 25 
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.iunk~ were ""«rded and searched with negative results. Ur.it 'fda boats 

pL:t several re rsonne 1 on the beach to assist in gunrd:cr.g the perimeter 

,11 the S0Ut h end of the villag~, The blockade ceased at 0900H on 

,'7 !Jec emLe r '"i th the mutual agreemen'. of all concerned. 

Unit. THHEE - Qui Nilon 

On 5 lJ~cember, guard3 on Hi,ll 133 spotted three p-orsonnel cpt.tinE 

through the perimeter wire on t.he south side. The Qui Nhon Tactical 

Operat~o,1al Comm;mder adv:i.seQ that t.here Hc!:'e no friendlies in the area 

ami p,rMnted permission tv use 8lmrn illumination, About that time a 

trip flare was sighted and permission "'3.5 grant.ed to place M-79 fire 

in the r"cinity of the burning flare. Personnel from Hill 131 sw~"t 

tloe area and found a cave located r.car the wash out clcse to the water 

lino at the bottom of Hill. 1'he-.f recovered one sandal, two bamboo 

stretchers, and one stick wiH. a white flag attached. 

Two U.3. Army Mike boats were returning to the fpel piers on 

9 December when J:'e lost steering con~rol and brushed against the 

minesweepers tied up at the piers, be:xiin;; the swee)' gear of MSB 47. 

The t'.ike boat continued around until it hit LCPL 31l, tied outboard 

of Picket 88. LCPL 38 received minor scratcheG and Picket 88 had the 

forward port. cleat pulled out or the <Eck. The driver stated that he 

had ,.eported fa::'lty steering problan to his maintenance unit (1098th 

Transportation Command) and was told that nothing could be done that 

night. The Com11anding Officer and Maintenance Officer agreed to 

repair the darraged gear. No further problems were anticipated. 
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lihile burning the perimeter on 13 December, the wind changed 

direcLon and the fire blew back int.o RM) S. 't!. Harrison's face 

cau~ing secoPd degree burns. He was taken to the NSAU Qui Nhon sick 

bay and later MEDEVACTED to Japan. It was believed that the incident 

c,~uld have been prevent ed had diesel oi 1 been used and light ed by a 

safe procedure. Action has been taken to insure that all personnel 

are aware of and use proper safety procedures when burning. 

5kirmne rs 2,-) and 89 while on inner hai"llOr patrol on 15 December 

stopped a junk proceeding frem Hi Minh to Qui Nhon. Thel"e were 20 

Vietnamese in the junk and five of them had M-l carbineS and no 

:~entif~_l'!~ti 0"1 earn;,. Th~ claimed to be Hai Minh Defense Personnel 

and '/ere escorting the bodies of two villagers kil.led in action by tho 

VeiN'! A on tbe night of 14 December. They were detained and t. urned 

over to the U,S. Navy Intelligence Liaison Officer and Vietnamese 

Police. The Hai Minh Village Chief ide:1Ufied them and requested 

that they be released. The "rial munbers of the weapons were checked, 

and then they were released. 

The Hai Minh Village Chief stated that he had knowledge that 

Viet Cong/N~rth Vietnamese Army personnel would be corning into his 

village on the night of 15 December and requt!sted assistance in setting 

up defenses. Later that night approximately 25 VC/INA penetrated the 

perin.eter to gather food, clothing, medicine and weapons. During the 

ensuing firefight, two villagers were killed and one wounded. There 

'Here no kno'NIJ enemy casualties. It was learned through a rneetine 
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',0/ i th th e 1"l1111et Chi e f ?rd l"aders of the Popula r Se If Defens e Fore e 

that L'-2S Ve/NVA entered Hai Minh village every night at approximately 

the> SaMe locatioiJ and they were belie"ed to bo huled up in caves on the 

Phuoc Mai P"nimmla. Until this time, the village had not reported 

this ene:ny contact and no U.S. or Allied force had any kr,owledge of 

t,his enemy activity. The vill:lge Chief was requested to notlfy Unit 

THRr:E of any Viet Cong infiltration, and arrangements were made that 

th~ would signal the HECP by the use of hand hold flares. 

On .oF I)ecember, while conducting diving operations in the inner 

harbor, Unit THHEE'a EOD Team heard grenades going o.f'f and the",f 

irnmelL:'ateL,Y surfaced and ..... ere pick(.j up by thf. £OD boat. A U.S. 

Army PBn '.as sight&d in the vicinity, but it could not be determined 

if the grenades came from the PBR or generator ships. Noro;nal pr")ce­

dures require that the HECP be notifi"d prior to grenade drops, which 

in this case had not been done. U.S. Army personnel were contacted, 

ard they indicated that proper meaSureD would be taken to prevent 

re8ccurrence of such incidents. 

On 25 December, Unit THHJZ was informed that four bodies were 

floating in the water and that one sampan was sighted. The SEA 

COBRAS searched the area thoroughly with negative results. 

The village chief of Hai Minh Village informed Unit THREE that 

the Viet Cong had ent ered the village on 28 December and had taken 

food and gasoline. The SEA COBriAS were requested to check the area 

above the village. Signs of recent activity were found but t.here was 

no contact with the enem:,. 
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Unit fUUR - Nha Trang 

Un the eVAnin!! of 11 December, post three observed four persons 

mavin>: up the side of the hill adjacent to the perimeter. The area 

l1as immediately illuminated by Unit FUlIrl,and the U.S. Anny compound 

above Unit 1-\lUR also provided illumination. Skimmers 25 and 74 

reponed sighti ng two people running down the road towa,.d Truong 

Dong Villa~e. The skimmers were unable to take them under fire due 

to the :ocation of the village. LCPL 42 and Skimmer 25 remained on 

station near the entrance to the South River througho·u.t the night, 

but no further movement was sighted. 

0" 28 December, Skimmer 28 cpott.ed a swimmer ''{ith t'.i0 floating 

objects approximately 200 yards from the FINNAMUhE VALLEY, a United 

Kingdom Cargo Ship. The swimmer was apprehended along with a large 

sack of corn meal and a plastic bag of non-fat dry milk and turned 

over to the Vietnamese National Police for disposition. 
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lli!npt Time Asset~ 
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rhe rtiver PCltrol Forces cc)ntinued their mission or maint;dninR 

"el V" , ;;u')eriority on the inl~nd water<ays as assigned in the III and 

11 Carr.;; Tacticill Zones And on the Cua Viet and the Perrume rtivers 

in the I C')rps Tactical Zone throughout the month of llecember. 

KS3ets during the month included eight hSPB's, t' . .J'O Boston ,"{hulers t 

one 2ippo, ten PBli's, one LCPL, four L35C's, one LCI1, seven HSf3's, "nd 

four l1H-1H's. Twenty Vietnamese Navy PEll's augmented the U.OO. liiver 

Patr,l force operations. The River Patrol Forces were supported in 

their operations b:r Light Helicopter Fire Teams (LHFT) and Fixed ding 

Tactical Aircra ft (OV-lOA' s) . Ri ver Patrol Forces also supported S~AL 

c!lerations, Regional and Popular forces ground operations, "UD activi-

ties, and conducted continuing Psyops missions at the direction of the 

operational commander assigned. 

The :l.i'ler PatrCll boats (PI3It's) conducted 900 day and 1,382 night 

missions in two boat patrol~ during the month. The Assault Support 

Patrol Boats, in two boat patrols, conducted 700 day and 867 night 

missions. 

The Seawolves in support of the River Patrol Forces, in t',<o plane 

H"i'T's, reacted en calls, placed 169 strikes, and fleH 1,283 missions. 

The Bronco aircrnft, in two plane LAFT's placed 54 reacti0n strikes, 

an~ fle',< 154 SUppOl"t mi5sions while in SUppOl"t of the iii ver Patrol Forces. 

Enemy casl:altie5 inflicted by the River Patrol Forces fol" the 

m0nth were 434 killed, 399 probably killed, 51 '1ounded, and 60 captured. 

Joint act tons with helicopter aircraft accounted for 78 enemy killed. 

OV-IOA strikes in support of River Patrol ~orces resulted in 269 enemy 

killed. 
·f· • 
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A RivDiv 593 patrol officer checks id? ntification papers 

woodcutters travelling t he Long Tau Rive r. Ene my moverrent of arms and 

personnel is often prever.t<:d duri ng these searches vii "Cholit firing a sho t . 

" . 



h):ne ;C'tdstir: craft on the Cua Viet River and Perfu:ne itiver LUCfs and 

ie".yin:-~ the 'joe of llavigable waterways in I CTZ to, the enemy. Com-

:nil!Crje~ Tack Force Clearwater is physically housed aboaru N::;,,[) Cua Viet 

and controls the D""g fla River Security Group operating from ella Viet 

and tJ,e ,! Je Ri vcr Security Group operating from Mohile Support Base 

0:~E ;1t Tan Hy. 

l1onv. Ha fUver Security Group consists of River Divj.sion 521 !Jet A 

(6 PHH'c); il hoat :.cPL detachment from NSA!J Cua Viet, 5 boat LCM-6's 

(mines'.>{eep configu red) detachment frern N"A!J Cua Viet, ~<ine lJi vis ion 113 

iJe"echment C (5 :'ISM's),and Mine Division 112 Detachment 1 (;' HSB's). 

He iii ver Sec uri ty Group consists ~f River Division 521 (-) (6 P B!(l s) , 

ani a {, h0at LC;·!-6 (minesweep configured) detachr.1ent from NSAD Tan My. 

The enem;" and priMarily the :;'26th Naval Sapper Regiment, continues 

to try t" interdict the Cua Viet LOC. River Patrols were in contact 

.... i th eneny uni ts on the river banks 12 times. Six mines were -';etonated 

in the ri vcr, one sinking a PB" and killing a sailor, and 4 mines were 

recovered. Additi onally, 2 limpet mines were detonated on the YCG 76, 

E.jnkin" it in the c,,~ Viet. River. Two of the recovered mines were 

c""mlet e. and had malfunctioned, one due to a faulty component and the 

"ther due to operatol' error. These mines were restored to operating 

condition and used in field tests, to determine the most effective 

sweep methods and safe spaeds for craft operating in the river. Mines 
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..... :er:.= thfm f'or·urdcri tn other research ,qnci truinin!~ facil:.tje:J for 

fll rtt-.:er exrioitat.ion. 

lio at Lemnt "as marie to interdict", the Perfume LtJC. Patrol of the 

~,x; is ",,;dually neillg turned over to the Vietnamese Navy i("C-32, 

st::.tior.ed in Hue. Patrol units were used primarily to block known 

cr stJsnected er.emy crossing points and deny the enelTlY" the use of the 

water':ldY. P:3h I S have been effective in intercepting several rice 

collection teams and VCl traveling in the area. They provide blocking 

force fell' ground forces conducting cordon and search operation~, and 

insert/support/extrdct ground unit!3 in remote areas. PElt's have 

!"Jng-':lgerj the enerny 1) times resulting in 3 VC KIA and 1 USh lilJ.... (minor). 

One F;let Hac, do;oaged when 2 fragmentation grenades exploded in the 

stern of th~ bO.Jt. 

Minesweepers ooerate on both LOC's while open to logistic cruft. 

The sweeo of the Ferfume LUG consists of a wire cutting chain drag, 

operated along each river bank to neutralize command detonated mines, 

and a neriodic sweep for magnetic-acoustic influc~ce mines. The 

sweep of the Cua Viet LUG consi3ts of the following: 

Detonation of one pound United Kingdom Scare Charges in a 

pre-deter~ned pattern in the Cua Viet turning basi~ and along the 

ri'ler t" Dong Ha. 

Magnetic-acoustic influence sweep with MSB's through the 

turr~nr basin and along the entrance channel to sea. 



#. . ~ 

T'.;,) l-,CJ!;->, :In'! t\iO H~;H sweer:) c')ver the Cua Viet turning 

:):J.,in d:ld c"!urJ.l teip tr) ;Jon'S Ha with: 

Fellr chain drc.. g!). 

Two bf~ttnm catenaries. 

une top c,~tenary. 

H l3/;·. 2l; Magnetic-acoustic sl.,.eep. 

T""se Sh'eeDS arp .111 complr,ted prior to opening the LOC GO logistic 

cr8.ft. ;,drl::tionall:r, wire cuttinE chain drags are oD'~rated at random 

time" ale",;: the river "<inks juring the day. 

CJ:o lopislio craft or cargo has been lost 0" either LX during 

: ril ffic due to non-avai lability ot' scare charges and the ent rance 

channel l1a3 closed two days during a high mi.ning threat. period due 

to infibi~.ity ,)~ ~3B13 to sweep. Entrciii.(;e channel was also closed one 

time for 3 hours to investigate a possible mining attempt. At all 

other ti~es the LOC's have been open to normal logistic traffic. 

T,;.) l·ISM's are outfitted ,;ith a mine hunting sonar attachr.,~nt, 

called ,')hario"'granh, which is being evaluat."d for use in t.he muddy 

ri vcrs of Vietnam. Altho"gh this equipment. in ils present. non-tactical 

c~nfigruation is not suited for operating in mined "ater:;, it re­

prese:1ts a significant potential for future mines~aep developments. 

Enemy activity continues to folloH established patterns on the 

Cua V let !liver '.;here most of the activity inv"lves the ;nin~.ng of th~s 

LLX:. The enemy in this area are highly trained sappers. Their 
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ol1l'r L,Y nr0hlp.m is not great. due to the closeness of North Vietnam. 

;!\ t.he Hne :1r"8, activity has usually been confined to collection of 

:'""d. money "xtortion, proselyting, and terrorism has also been used. 

)io aHempL, have heen m"de to interdict the Perfume River by mining. 

,\ mine hllnting semar has been installed in 2 MSH ,ninesweep craft 

anrl emnloyed along the LCC during the quarter. "'any mine-like contacts 

have heen detected and are being evaluated, as divers are available. 

This i" thE: fj rst unit of this kind to operate in Vietnam and the 

present r.onf~gurat.ion, called Shadowgraph,is b~ing evaluated as a 

mine hunter, and may expand to other underwater se&rch operations. 

Hue iii 'Ie,. Security Group has patrolled the Pel'fume Hi vel' and 

llai'1tained the necessary minesweeping schedule to keep the LOC sere 

for logistic traffic. More emphasis has been placed on controlling 

the vast waterways around Hue, interdicting enmlY rice exfiltration 

rout es and intercepting VC units moving on the water at night. 

Patr01 units, numbering 6 PBR's, operate in abo:;t 100 kilometers of 

'"aterway, ore only able to cover the high probability areas, The 

Vietnamese Navy has one River Assault Group, itAG 32, and two Coastal 

Gr0urs b;.tsed in the Hue area, and maximum effort is made! to invol're 

these units in all local operations. 

Units of the Hue River Security Group ente.red actiot', early on 

tr,e morning of 2 December. Patrol Officer SHC Nelson, Boat Captain 

l:J>\l Tonello, and EMI Beaver in Boat No. 79/81 of Ri',er Division 521 

set up a wat"rborne check point in the 0 Lau River in ThU& TMen 
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. P,'OV i nc~ arout. :>;> kilometers nr)rthwest of Hue. At a hout 0JJ4H' three 

t.o four Vr.; "'ere "p()tt~d moving s()utheast "long the south bllnk of the 

'i')r.,\(-u-Lau in the vicinit.y of YD' 5?5 464. The Huong m,," ':iub-<lector 
, 

assi ,;ted the bTO b"at~ in calling in three flare and two gunships from 

the 1015e Airb0l"l1e Ratt;;lion. Tho boats and the gunships, by light of 

.". the illU/nini'ting flares, mada several firing runs on the enemy. The 
.;'- . 

• gunships and one hoat received r"turn fire. One gllnahip reported 

2Q enemy prnbably Killer! in action. .\.n arrangement "as !'lade with the 

Phong Dien Sub··sector to sweep the area at first light. Tha friendly 

units retired with no personnel o!' material casulJlti.;s. 

Or. t he same day, a Vietnamese fishing boa"" net fishing about 

;.'.0 ki b",,,ters west of Cua Viet in the Quang Tri Province, snagged a 

oressure mille in a fish net and pulled it ash~re" The EOD Detachment 

from Cua Viet proceeded to the area in LCPL 12 from NSAD Cua Viet. 

On the scene at YD 320 697, the EOD team examined the mine and deter-

mined it had bee,., in the water for several days. tlhile the EOD team 

examined the mine to determine why it had not activatsd, Boat Pat.rol 

Officer ~TJG Brennan and Boat Captain 8M3 Morgan roturneQ tt.e unit to 

~~;AD Gu" 'lie~, at ll)OH 'dthout incident. One NVA pressure mine ,.as 

recovered with no :I.S. casualties. 

un the morning of the 3rd of December, Patrol Officer EN) Taylor 

'<ith his Boat Captain SN Hay secured LCM-6 trom NSAU Cua Viet. after 

ha ving double swept the Cua Viet River. On stowing the sweep gear, 

they dbcQvered the bottom catenary fouled with p,;:rts of a pressure 
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ml ne. Purts recovered were t_~!~, iJ': r¢~.ac 
,.,- -

, " '.,' , ... -' :j\;.,~ ~ . 
tYr" "hemicnl delays which · ... ere secured:t:l .. . , -,' -"", 

turned ov'er to the EO)) t "am at 091511;' 
"'. ' 

I>:3AD a~, Cua Viet was r<Y;ketedwith five round's of 146rmn. liockets , ' 

, , 

at 0329H on 7 December. The rockets appeared to come' froJlt' the north--' .! . 
l-. , ' 

west, but the launch site was not determined. NSAD Cu~ Viet.:' initiated 
", : .;', ' ~ , . -. ',' , 

no counter fire. There were no U.S. material or perSOllne~ caeualtiea. 

An example of t.he frustraUng nature of counterinsurgency wl~rl'a .. e 

in treelines, along canal banks, and across dvers began to devel,)p on 

the e\'ening of the 7th of December about 23/\OH. Sub-sector forces, 

Provincial Forc"" 81. from DQng Ha, ope:-ating with PB.'Ps 133 and 84, 

<-bserved 30 to 50 VC moving into rice fields adjacent to the Song Thach 

Han. ENS Hampton \'lith SMl Risbon and SIn Escamilla maneuvered their 

FEll's into position near YO 285 605 on the Tach Han River and called 

for additional blocking forces as the PF unit began to drive the VC 

back to the M.ve!". By nOOH, the PF unit had ~t the &rea trom their 

position, througn the area where the VC wvre eighted, and back to the 

Thach H8n River. No enemy were cOl.tacted. 

~J 1635H the same day, the two PBR's on the Thach Han were joined 

by SHC Nelaon, QHC Ca.'3acor, RDl Phillips, GliGJ Brady, QMl,Johnson. and 

3Ml Beaver in PCR's 33, 54, 77, and 81 all irom River Division 521. 

The units had moved in their eweep to the viCinity aim'513 470 on 

the Sonr-O-T.au by 1715H. The blocking force was resuppUed with food 

and ammunitior,. As the helicopters lifted, they were fired onirom 
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t,hree lotat.iohs. 7,'he helicopters agllil'lco!lcke<i. 

reinserted ther.! l.n the area. 

fire until gun~hip~ CG'lld place fir" int 

.' " -'-,' , 

lSOOH. 2.2 kilomet.Eirswest of hUe The firefight c01,Unued until 
.. ~~~ -~. ' . 

in Old 'Chua 'rhien Province. At this. time addit:1on..ii:oices were 

brought in, The PBR's mO'ere<! one grol;nd unit ir.f.o the. area, ·helicopte~'11 

moved in a s03cond element for air inserti,)n, one el<!ment ,fas·· on the" 

ground, and a raseI'Ve element was kept on the PBR IS. The 3/817 Bat-

taLlor. coordinated the operation by helicopter. The PBll's insertoo 

the reserve element and took a second reserve element aboard. Asweep 

units dug in for the night. At 08)OH the next morning, all units were 

rE:supplied with food and wnmunition. The PllR crews weI;e relieved on 

station by fresh patrol crews. All units withdrew by 1400E or>. the 9th. 

Friendly casualties were one U.S. wounded. Enemy casualties were 

unknown. 

Enemy mining activit.y continued throughi:out Decembtlr on the Cua 

Viet and the Perfume /livers. 1M3 Amundf'on ar.d SN Ouendag on paliI"?l 

in the eua Viet River 4 kilometers southwest of CuaViet conducted a 

morning sweep the 16th of December. At about 0715H, they detonated a 

mine 'dth a UK Scs.re charge lifting a colum.'1 of water 75 f(,-..t high. 

The explosion occ;urred approximately 500 feet or! the starboard bow ot 

the skimme-r. Nr)"l.ther Amundson nor Ouendag were injured. The following 

day, iJ.I2 ',lass Imd SN <A1enclag detonated t\IO under\~ater' charges with a 

single scare 'Jweep .. hile on patrol in th",ir S!~immer four to five miles 
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7P feet. iLip,h and t.he next secondary exrlosil')n raised a column of wat er 

!. (' Lo 5P r~~dt ~Lgh . The explogion:; occ urred aoout 07hOH . Juch exp10-

"i 0[':5 pr')du~ed ~ n ,~weso,"e sight to those in a skirrun"r as the water 

S;)out s were \;ithin 400 feet of the bOat. There were no casu" lties . 
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Gam., 'borden, PM!. UH-ltl, and llV-lO Operations 

Act.ion COln'l1enced early in th", month for the JV-101s. The first 

dc;:! "f :Jecnmber, LTJG Edwards and LTJG Baker were scrambled al; 09U9H 

in fllack Ponies lll. and 101 to a target in the vicinity of XR 596 

951 ',rer" they placed t"ocket and machine gun attacks on a reported 

enemy troop ccmcentration. The strikes continued from 1110H through 

1113H. C,)il Zag~rt" in Black Pony 103 and LTJG urewster were airborne 

at l245H and proceeded to the area to press home the continued attacks. 

lIim1nl< on target at l)OOfl, the two Black Ponies placed rocket attacks 

on concealed bunkers in the SM,e area. All ordnance was placed all 

target and the area was saturated with machine gun fire. All BIacl< 

VC killed (BC) :1S a direct result of the four plane air strlk ... 

CDR Klei.n in Black Pony 106 with LTJG Edwards in Black Pony 103 

were on patrol the morning of 2 Decembe .... , over Vinh Binh Provine,;. 

At 0905H, they were directed to the vicinity of XR 610 782 where two 

VC platoons were observed to take cover in a treeline. CDR Klein 

lead successive strikes on tho treeline and the sUl'rounding are ... 

The air st,rikes were commenced witrin five minutes of the initial 

sighting hy ground tl'OOpS. All ordnance was placed on target and the 

are~ completely saturated by rocket and machine gun attacks. As the 

Black Poniee retired from the area at 0935H, ground t.roop3 rep...rted 

secondary eXT)J,csions and se,'eral fires. In a succesaive s-.. eep of 

the area, the ground troops reported ten VC probably killed and took 

into custody three lIoi Chanh" who turned themselves in as a result of 

the air strike. 
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'\f-"in, the follo'.<1np morninp, on :3ea Ploat pa+.rol, ClJa Kl"ln in 

Black Pony lO6 with LCUli Ballard in Hlack lony 113 placed ,;trikes on 

a force of 70 ,IC bcaled ~,t VU 998 72? The t.wo Black Ponies deli verett 

heavy fi "e ; nto a t rep.line from 0840H until 085011. The two iii rcraft 

then rt;verted to Vinh 8inh Province wher·" they were joined by Black 

Ponies 101 and 104 J.n tr.e vicinity of XU 350 831. where, 'On the previous 

n:eht , grQulyi lroops had taken heiwy ground fire and reported all 

personnel in t.he area were pinned. aOlm for "ight hours, and A-l 's, 

previously giving supoor1; had recei'Ted heavy gr-ound fire. 'rne four 

UV_lO'S rolled in at 0930H and placed rocket and rr,act-oine gun attacks 

0:1 st thJ.ctures, hunkers J and smnpans in th,g a rea. Sevr.:r.?,.l se-condary 

>I"aoonp, The UV-l.O's ;"eceived heavy small. arms fire in the target 

area. -"hen the Black Ponies retired at 0950H, graunt:! troops reported 

1::' str-ucture" destroyed, two bunkers destroyed, four ki11A (BG), ten 

pr.,table kills, two struct.ures damaged, four sampans destroyed, and 

t',;o r.w.Jar and six minor secondary explnsions observed. 

At 0500 on the 6th of December, LT Laughon in Black Pony 103 end 

LTJG Bennan in Black Pony 113 with LT Stoddert as O'1'C 3cra'l\bled from 

Binh Thuy in response to a call J],om "Leatherneck 4" who wail in contact 

wit" the eneny, estimated teo ':le two companies of VG at Vi( 865 680. 

Recei vinl! ground fir" from ,.utom,~tic w<'apons. tho two Black !'onies 

expended all ordnance on tal'e,et by 0630H and returned to Binh Thuy to 

rearm. At 0715H, LT Stoddert 1n 106 and LT Laughton in lJ.4 returned to 

th.., Leatherneck ALFA position where the ground units were still receiving 

he'-<V'J semi-automatic and auklmatic weapons fire from adJacent treeline. 



('xpended all omnance nn target by 072711; A ground sweep by the 

Leatherneck 'm)t. reported 11 'Ie killed as Ii re,sult of tl:e ail' strikes. 

un the L'th of Df!cemher, an outpost in the vicinity of VR 960 740 

reported heavy mortar fire and small arms attack. Black Ponies 114 

nn-i 10) "ere scrambled wit.h CDR Zegortz and LTJG Brewste~ at 0415H. 

At t.he dircctj,on of "';hanty Puppet" K ard V, air strikes were placed 

around t',e perimeter "r the outpost. An int.elligtlnce sweep around the 

ne:'imet,<or later in the morning totaled 72 VC kill .. d (BC). 

At 2130H on t:o,., 13th of December, an outpost in the vicinity of 

';:i 937 000 reported that it WJ.5 under attack ~"'J an estimated VC company. 

di v"rt ed to ~ he area .",ri expended all urdnanc e in air st rikes on thE! 

enEmY positions. The t'NO aircraft. received moderate ground fire of 

7. (,)mrn "nct 20 cal. a.s high as 3,000 feet. The air strikes terminated 

nt 2::>1011. No friendly casualt i.es were taken from the ineffecth"e ground 

fire. Subs.)q""nt intelligen"e reported 30 'Kills (Be) directly a~count-

able to the air strikes on the perimeter ol! the beleaguered outpost. 

,,'hile on "isual reconn<:>issance patrol on 20 December nortt. of the 

Vung T",li peninsula, LTJG Joel J... Sandburg and Capt Carl E. Long, USMC, 

'.e\'e k; 11 ~ ~ when n eir OV-IO crash"d, The aircraft was on a day artillery 

"potting mi5s'~:>n and whi le lnvestigat,\ng a sampan ,was loat due to direct 

er,em;. action. ',Ihen the g!'ound cant roller lost communication with the 

aircraft, a helicopter operhting in the area reported the burning 

wr"cka/Oe 340 degrees 8 nuutic"l niles fl'om Vung Tau AM' at 1710H. The 

aircraft. crashed in a s:/ampy 8,r'ea wh~,ch gradually enveloped the Hreckage 

thwarting all attemnts at ~alvage. 
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;:,'JI} Ellis of :lci;\L Detachment ALF" and 17 PHU troop" from the 

!';tV 9th platoon WFjre in3erted by Slicka at 1500H on the jrd of Decom­

ber in LOrl~ An, approximately 7 kilometers southwest of Nha Be. In 

a hO'1tch (X,j 8fr7 732), the unit ~et up a canel guardpost. As a 

diversionary movement, at 1630H, tan PliU troops woce ext,xacted 'oy 

Slick, The remaining troops dug in at the guardpost. At 1800H, one 

'IC was ,'rserved in a sampan c!'ossing a stream approximately 280 met~,rs 

to the east of treir position. ',/hen this VC was tdken under fire, 

biO other VC attempteci to flee up the, bank into th"nippa palm growth. 

Llur~ng the brief fireright, one 'j'.; ''''as killed; one VC ',las wounded; 

"nd one Ie was captured. One CHIClJH hand grenade, one set of field 

gear, some documents, and one sampan were captured. Edl Ov/ens in an 

LSSC extracted the SEAL team and the seven PhU troops at 1900H. There 

were no friendly casualties. 

Prom 1040H until IU5H, 4 Decembel' a LHFl' and a LAFT placed 

st ri'~es in the vicinity of XS 979 543 in respon~e to a oal.l from a 

P.'lr.ter Killer Team "ngaged in a search for suspeded enemy positions. 

The covering LOa had received five hlts from enemy ground fire. At 

1135P., Slick 3ir~raft inserted RF Company 782 with advisors in the 

vicinity of XS 982 532. D'Jring the sweep, the RF troops discovered 

a hase camp at XS 'l79 544 capturing one Soviet 7. 62rnm light machine 

gun (:<hich had been recently fire:!), two kilos of documents, and one 

package of ar,ununition. The unit destroyed 15 kilos of rice, ')ne 
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55 gaUon · .... at.ar drum, bnd t',o enemy stI1lctures. The company contil'.ued 

the search and received enemy sniper fire j.n th i ,rieinity of X~; 9!U 

541. A Nav;! UlFT placed etrikes on the enemy positions destroying 

two hunkerg and one enemy structure. Tile Navy LI1FT 'remained ove,l'head 

provirting cover with the ASA/asSZ aboard providing cOlMland and l:ontrol. 

U5A Slicks ext;racted the company at 170011 without furt!ler inc';'dent. 

Ten Si!;AI.ls, led by LTJG Bryson, departed Nha Be at 1500H on 

3 December in a LCPL, commanded. by ENS ~cott, inserted and set u!::> 

trail guardpost in the area of XS 968 563. At 2015H, they took eight 

VC moving south under fire. Automatic weapons fire was received in 

turn wou:,ding t'.o SEAL's. The two wounded were dusted off under 

cover of a USN LHFT. Enemy ca!lualties were two VC kill.ed (BC) and 

four VC probably killed. One AK-47 and ',rle kilo of documents we,'e 

ell. ptured. The SEAL's were extracted by LePL and returned to Nha Be. 

Early in the morning on 14 Decen;ber, LTJG Sr.ott, pilot of Sea­

w"lf (S'V) was returning from a combat patrol oV'er the Long Tau Ship­

ping Channel in company with LT I/c,l.niewicz when his hGlicopter crashed 

in the channel in the vic~!l ity of YS 015 690. At 0!S45H, Navy LHFT's 

were scr~~led to the scene, and PB~'s in company with the Australian 

LSU cnm, STEELE, began to route shipping around the crash site. The 

aircraft crashed approximately 10 w.~ters from the bank, and three 

survivors swam ashore. The third crewman, EMSl Larry Richard Johnson, 

USN, 5402296, died in the crash. Wnile '''e Navy LflFr provided over­

head CO'Jer, a U.S. Army crane ship lifted the aircraft and transported 

it to Vung 'i'au. 
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Au? Klet.h.in c,l!lIpany with five o'ther ZltAVa, cleparted NhaBe: 

on t.he ;'/1t,h of Decerr.ber at lSOOH. At 1900H;during an insertion at 

YS OUl 71" a sampan ,,nth two o(;cupants was Sighted. ':!arning shots 

wer" fi red across the sampan. TI.</o VC ",ere captured and were returned 

to Nha Be for interrogation. 

Acting on P1W intelligence. LT Cardn~rtook a detachment of six 

SEAL'3 or. natrol in the vicinity of YS· 100 7')4 at 1400H on the 26th 

of December. After confiscating one kilo of ri.ce and miscellaneous 

clothin!!, a tr:;.il guardpost 'ias set. and six PRU troops were ext,ractfld 

as a diversion. At 1715 H ope approaching VC was taken unde:- fire. 

A search of the area produced negat,ive results. USNLHFT's were 

called in, and strikes were placed in the area. The team '"as extr9.cted 

at l800H by USA Slicks wi thout further incident. 

On /.6 December at 2100H. LTJG Holst, Hith two VNN POO's waterborne 

guard post , took one VC under fire as he moved along a bank in the 

vicinity of Y5 173768. The result was one VC probably killed. 

About 2345H, on 27 Decembu AEl Curtis M. Ashton, USN, 7758555, 

was killed in act.ion when an explosion occu,",red near his patrol area, 

n kilometers southeast of Nha Be (YS 010 593). Ashton waB in a ..-IBGP 

with fivo SEAL's, LT Gardner, and ~ix PRU troops, when· an LHFT was 

called in to place strikes on lights aeen south or their positiqn. 

At 2345H, ordnance exploded within t,he guardpost resulting in Ashton's 

death and woundine one PRU. The wounded PRU wae medevaced 30 minutes 

later. 
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At lROOil on 30 Dec"mber, LT Gardner in command of a t!:l~3t SEAl. 

tea", Has inserted atYS Cf75 778, and set up a ,ruGP. At 2l)OH, the 

team heard an unknown number of VC approaching the guatdpost from the 

south. The VC were taken under firo, a;lc an UlFT "as scrambled over-

head. The i-H?T placed strike~ on the enemy positions ann rc:ported 

receiving ground fire. The results wera n, friendly cc.p,ualties and 

two VC prohably killed. 

':Iolf Pack operations which began in October, continued through 

December with incr"ased results. C)mpose<\ of forces of the United 

States Navy, Free :Iarld M:i.lltary Armeli Forces, and Repuolic of ~·ietna.:l1 

Am,ed Forces, the \lolf Pack units ~onducted sweeps of the Rung Sat 

Special Zone. , 

On 3 December, S!!.AL Team Det ALFA, set guardpost in the vicinity 

of is 968 56] in Gia Dinh Province. At 20]OH, an un\<noHn number of VC 

were si-;ltLd tra;;siting near the guardpost. The SiAL team took the 

aOtlrJ~ching VC under fire killing two outright and probably four more. 

The VC returned fire wounding A02 Thomas Harold Keith, Jr., USN, and 

il12 ',Ii lliarn Neal, USN. Dust off aircraft were called in, and an 

HAFT '"as scrambled to provide o'/erhead cover. The medev~c was camp,ieted 

by nOaH. Then the LAFT placed strikes on the enemy positions. An 

;""FT on p.:1t rol Has d:l.rected to t,he area prov:\ cling overhead cover for 

the extraction at 2l25H. The extraction completed, the LAFT's placed 

strikes on the enemy positions. Vietnamose Marine Corps artillery 
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ar. hour. 

':-0," 

At IJ40H on the 9th of. !)e'~~er.a.liSA;:Coo ~ighteQ..~'VC. carlr,,,,.;,,: 
'.": ,-, __ : -,'-:,:<,-"',:", ",::.-,:':>,:_':;'/:':,-_ <'i:;#~,~<:.;>', __ , ,,. ~ _ ,:«_~:':_.,:,<;", 

near ya 095 774. liSA Slicks insertW't'he)t.SSZ:NaVYb\J!J,'t$ai!L 
, ;. -;., '" :,: ':' - .' ',+ ._"", ' -'.~ :. '-'- ':--; "' •• '.,--;-

, "-.-,, '" - }.'-,-'\" '. '- ,:~,' _.< '.', '- ,', ,- ',-. '-',: 

squad of ReRi0nal Forces, Compan;y 999i with'1lnAdvisor"in 
"-, ' 

of the' cache at 1.;J5H. TheE(Jj) team discoveroo an 

the same arE'a consisting of three 82rnnt mortal' !'Ounds, 
, . " .' ',_'- '. ,: f~~:'_ ", "', - '. :<:-':: 

artillery rounds. 24 hand grenadGB. 126C!imt').~0rt.ar rotind:l'. 

two satcheJ charges, ho stiCkmineS,;)rielC5~n hUnd-'b~~'J5&mB/T, 
, , : '. '" -" ;-, '--,'--' -' " 

one unknown B/T) 20 steel air rods, 1 inch'b~ 4inch"~,;A~.t/1.ef£0L'i; .. " 

team moved about ~"t ting t.heir charges, theY"liiscovered tile area t,o"., ' 
,'-, ": ' , :" :~, -_ ",':, " ,:-_ ;" ,', ':,', :-:-.:' :'~ ~t:<:~ 

oe heavily booby Grapped. Wi tho<lt disturbing: the bo~bytI'a:pil..t:ii~:'. 
. ';" .. - -'" -:," " ~~ '-'- . "-y-; :'." 

, , - . -.;' ' , 

EOD aet charg"s :md blew the cal!he in place at 1545H, resultlng in 
, " . . 

large secondary explosion. The EuD team and ttF.squad werci . - -- ' -' 

l,o(ithout incident o 

On t,he 15th of December, Captain Druade, USMC, a.ctviso~,t:() t.h''''' 
__ "'. _, .' _' ":, '-," <c1"·.;_"P,·~- , 

5th'lNMC Bathlion,was on patrol with Catlt4n<SDu.th~ l1SMC~j:iIn<i'~~Ji) 
. ~- ,,' ",' ,." _~::' \ ,>:';,\".,~-.'> \-', . ~ ,':-. '-"~'/_~-.~::.::' /_Y " :,~,~·~:~;_::::,"--.S'-> 

platoons fl'om the 5th VNKC Batt.&llon in t\le~ng~DistrliJt~tj:t1~ .. 
,.' , "--C'.", - " , "', '," '-,' 

rhouc Tuy Prcvince when two samp8nsWe~9ightecjcllt2135H: 'The" 
, ~ , -" .• , ' ,', -'-.-:0,--., " , ',": ,,: 

~". _ ' . 'f -- ( _": _ " . ,: 

V~etn8Jnese Marine CorpstrooJ"S t.9"kt.he;' sampan.1,U1der firei dfl,stro:y1i~g·.·'·. . ,-. ~"' -:- \,' '- . -'>,0-- '.' ';~'_',.." ,'_ ' ~ ::_:. 

the sa,npan a;~d killing two VO (BC) ;"<>iie B-40'la4";~l1er< "" ',,<,' . <,'>~' ',.:<","'.'~,':-; .. :':'.,' 

rounis were captur~. Leter, at 21j6H;:t.htf.troo# s~gll'~~7j!i..nc)t.~ie!f 
> ,,', '_- '" -~~~ :,,; ," , ! '-':,i-~_:'-.:>"", < ':~:~:/:';~~:'~ ;,:: "', '_ 1;," .', _ " __ ,,' - ,,: 

sampa., in the vicinity of YS ,l~;778,48l'trpied.the<~8.mpa,f>C K:t,L,q,ng '.' .. ,",; 
C -r,"" " __ -, -- d< 1 • ' ,~ '-" -, , 
'. "-, -1.' -, '. 

two VC (BC), and captured one Mauserritle &nd'lOO kilo oi;r:tc:e.' 
, - ',- .• ~:' , ' '". :', ~:..:, "c -, -)- _,'~: 
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.. \ .. ' 
21:'iOif. 'I'h .. J..H?l' receiV'ed flporad1c automat·ie rUle ftre atcoord{i;ates 

Y:S 229 741. U:3AF HCAJil was unavailable'due to inclement weather", 

and a Na'''Y LAn was $crrunoled fromVung Tau 'in response' to, the call 

fot' heavy air' strike3. At 22)OH, Navy LAFTand UlFT pla .. ll '~dditional 

strikes on the enemy positions. The, two RP platoons, with'their 

USMC advisors, '<are extracted without casualties;' 

Extensive op03rations carried out by Wolf Pack III in. the pe,dod 

12 through 24 December resulted itl six friendly casualties. ) killed 
.. ... . 

, ' 

(2 U.S, and 1 HF) lind 3 "JOundoo.; ene!!'Y casualt:1!.$ were 27 1<1,1]ed 

(17 Be and 10 Probabl&), and fl)ur'Hoi Chanhsralli.ed. DUring this 

'operation 11 3amoans, 55 struct.ures, 27 bunkers, and 300 l:ilos of 

rice were df!,stroyed. Enemy material captul'ed included one RPG-2 

launcher, t.hree RPG rounds, one M-16 rifle, one B.A.R •• one Mauser, 

one AK-47 rifle, one AK-50 rifle, four M-26 grenlUl~Ll, two cld.1Jllore 

m:ines, 3,000 round,. of small anus 8JIIIlul'lit,i.otl, one electric b:asting 

me,chin"" one sewing machine, misceJ.lanElOUS c~iothing and .cooking 

utenSils, two kilo blasting caps, ana sorAe doculll"n·~!I. 

:{olf Pack operations, using integr~\ted forces, are pro':inl?/;.o 
\ 

" 
be t!1e most. effect,i ve means of countering .::nell\Y operat-ions in the 

Rung Sat Special Zone. 

Eryerny MininS/Harassment/Attacks on Merchant Shipping 

At 0841H o,n the 28th of Dsc4!l!lber, the USNS PROVO reported. what 

appeared to be two 8-40 rocket rounds fired from the east bank of the 

99 '" .A , T ' • , 1"1 ~I . .' 
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Long Tau shipping channel i:1 the YicillitYOfYS 005 755nClal" ch~ck 
.' . ' - . . 

point five. The USN:'; P1M'O' reported thatt~e firSt t'oun( ilIlpa~t~C\ 

1000 yards to the port side and th&t the second was 100 yards !oot,he 
" .:: 

port side. The ship received no hits. and no, ca.sualtielJ were .reported. 

VNN PBR' s on patrol in the vicinity of lS 005; '155 reported noexplo-

~ion" sighted or hearl. An LAFT W .. 3. scrambled to c'onduct .visual . 

reconnaissance. At 0915H, the 6th ARVN Ranget'sins.erted troops for 

a sweep of possible enerr.y positions. Negative re$\llts were reported 

h;r p,ll :orces. The incident was closed and reported as an' unconfirmed 

h~';SZ Merchant Shipping Incident. 

,- J . 
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. CO"'FIDENTIAL 

Dutections 
Inspp.ctioIlS 
Soardinga 
Craft det.ai ned 
PerSOilS detained 
Viet Cong suspects 
hostile fire .incidents 
Enemy' casuaJ.ties: 

a, Killed 
b, Wounded 
c, Captured 

USN casualties: 
a, Killed 
b, Wounded 
c,' Captured 
d, itissing 

Enemy material 106s8s: 
a, Destroyad: 

(1) Junks or sampans 
(2) Structures 

b, Captured: 
(1) Junks or s8lllptl.Ils 
(2) Weapons 
(J) AlnmuIli tton (rounds) 
(4) Rice (tOM) 

c, Damagedi 
(1) Junks or ssmpane 
(2) StruutU.t"es 

USN material losses~ 
a, Destroyed¥ 

(1) SU.I'face' craft 
(2) Helicopterlll 

b,' Damaged: 
(1) Surface craft 
(2) Helicoptel'll/OV-l 0 

SAR missions 

Rema.."ks g 

MARKET T TIlE 

16,710 
5,855 
6,692 

78 
608 
133 

53 

143 (tl2 !l.G., 
16 
28 

4 
15 
0 
0 

233 
423 

* 
* 
* 
* 

16 
148 

0 

9 
0 
1 

* Info not available or not applicable 
G"cle Io[arden statistics include the results 
assi9:ned to SEA LORDS operati,f.ins 
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61 ~st.) 

GAME WARDF,N 

82,696 
34,277. 
22,940 

6 
11 
;; 

.401 
'".' 

434 B.C, + 399 Pos. 
51 ' 
60 

6 
64 
o 
o 

9~ 
149 

7 
* 
* 
* 

20 
83 

.1-. 
1 

11 
20 

of RIVPAI'FLOT. FivtI sl'lIsult,B 
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NAVA"L ADI/ISeRt . GROUP'OOMlU.RY 
Viet~~,~~~aV1: ..... ~ 
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Fleet COnvMnd'iildderitriUT&sk Foret 
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The pat~l ships, WPBle,andPCF1sotthe Fleet Command . part i-

eipated in Market Time and dver patrols, Sea Float II.nd'''~F 2U' . ' . 

operations, log! stie lifts, NGFS, Psyops and Civic Actioll m:i~aions 

in Decemb",r. A total of 213 NGFS mhnons >lliIre fired during the 

month. This was identical to the n~ered tirGd in Novl.fir but still .! 
, , 

considerably lower than the 52 record~d in October. 

Market Time figure" compiled by the patrol ships. WPBls, and 

ber, they searched 16,076 people and 4,496 junks ar~ detained seven 

oeople and one junk. The inclement weather comitions that were 

experienced along the coast in part. reflected the reduced activity. 

The augmentation of two WPSls, that were turned over on ll. Decanber 

at Danan.o;, inc: reased the nl!lllber of Market Tillie VJIN W'dts in the Firet 

Coastal Zone to six, three patrol Bhi~B and three \'iPBls •. Utilizing 

these additi onal /\Ssete the VNN &SSUl!led unit assifi\II'Ant. ani patrol. 
. '. - .. '. '.' 

responsibiUty of areas 10 and lD in the Fil'et Coastal Zona 1',1;. the 

end of the month in addition to the previous raspo!lSiblllMes ot areas 

IG and 2E. This increased the total number ot Market Time Stationa 
, ' 

that the VNN hav~ th~ responsibilit7 for to 29. 

At the beginning of the month the LSIL 329 >la8 detached from 

operationa with ATF 2ll and proceeded to M7' Tho tor briefingS prior 
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, 
to commencement of operations with,TF.1l5.3 i,n the Dung Itlla.,d 

complex area of the loWer Bassac on about 1'7' Dec~er~ The primary, , 

reas~n for the relocation of the LS1L was to replace the PCF's that 

had been chopped to TF 194.4 for operations :in the upper Mekong near 
< 

the Cambodian border and to maintBinthe ma:dJr:1lI1 pl."'<!lIsure on the Dung 
>~ 

Islan"; Complex (XR 300 650). Mechanical dH'ti~ultiea with L51L 329 

necessite.ted her being relieved on 29 December by ,LSIL 330.' 

lihUe s1.ip,JOj'ting Sea Float operation on 29 December, LSIL 329 

was hit by automatic weapons fira am a 13-40 rocket i'rom the llorth 

bank or the Cua Lon River (WQ 151 600). The LSIL returned the enem,y 

salutation with a devastating barrage of 81mm, 4Omm, 2Omm, and .50 

cal. fire killing one ':C. Drun'3.ge to the LSIL consi sted of a one foot 

hole on the port side one foot below tn's naio deck aml 'i.'"IO one inch 

shrapnel holes in the main deck. 

Highlights in the Central Task Force included the sinking of an 

LCM, a collision bet-ween a minesweeper and a sampan, and the recovery 

of electrical cable at the en:! of a channel sweep. On the morning of 

5 December, the sentry at the pier location ofMO 'Z7 at Cat Lai 

(XS 965 897) noticed a heavy list on a RAG 7{ LSM-6 which was out-

board in a nest of foul' LL!H's. Before the sailors, that were notified, 

could dewater the crart, the mooring linee parted, the boat tipped 

over, and it sank at thll pier. Wit!"". salvage eUorts, the crart was 

righted and dewatered by late afternoon. Although there was extensive 

mud and water damage, they were all considered to be within the 

capability of repair facilities at Cat ra1. 

.. , . I . , (~ . , 
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The colli .. ion between the VNN minesweeper HQ' lOOL and'll 25-foot . 

motorized 3ampnn occurred during curfew·chours on the,~rnln#.cor'" , 

6 Dccemb,~r. The 'INN unit was engaged in minesweeping. operations on' 

the Long Tau !liver 'lhen it detected the sampan entering the Long Tl1.u 

River (YS 013 698) from a smaller tributary. The VNr. flashed l!. 

,. 

warning liRht at the sampan and attempted to avoid a collision through 

evasive stellring. AI:!, was to no avail as the sampan rammed the mine-

sweepel" amidship on the port side. 1'hsre were no casualties and the 

s..,venteen people, including fifteen child:r~n, who were thrown over-

boarrl, were recovered. The civilians who had no identification papers 

At the end of one sweep of the Long Tau che,nnel on 26 December, 

,~ VNN minesWeel"'"lr recovared 45 feet of single conductor electrical 

Coastal Junk forces 

At the end of the month, there were 225 junks and 17 riveri'1" 

craft ;"s"igned to the Coastal Junk G:roups and RAG .32 in al.l foul' . -". ,-, ,. ..," 

COMtal Zones. This was one less jUllk than the coastal group!! had 
. . , , .' -

the previous month. For the second straight month the. junk f'o:rce 

showed an imp,-overnent in the average number or units which we.re In 

an operational comition each day. In Novembel' .there were 176.6, 

am in December there were 180.8. Although they averaged mOre 

operational uni,ta, daily employment was down troM 171.1 in Novomber , 

to IM.3 in December. Search and detainment figures were also slightly 
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d,own from those reported in November.: In Declt.;wer,tho' Coastal forces 

~earched 156,790 people and 47,414 junk~. Three h~nered ~rd sixty 

people and 64 junks were detained for various discrepan.:ies. 

First Coastal Zone 

The general low level of enemy activity tha~.was reported in the 
\ I , ' \ 

First t:oastal Zone in December continued to iooic"te t~7willingness 
, -> 

of the enemy to avoid majot confrontations and to limit his efforts to 

attack by fierce, minor probes, and sapper attacks. In so doing, the. 

VC/NVA forces were able to concentrate their energies on replacing 

and resupplying of men, food, and material. The interest in the eua 

Viet River area maintained its priority among the Coas~al c.-oup opera-

tiona. On 2 and 3 December, mines were recovered from the river, 

and on 6 and 7 December, units of eG 11 made c"ntact wit.h small groups 

of ve resulting in the death of three ve and the capture of one AX-I.'!, 

two satchel charges, and some documents. At approximately 0330 on 

7 December, the NSAD at Cua Vi et received eight to eJ,even 1l,Qmm 

rockets. The nearest ~ounds that landed in the south~a6t cornor of 

the N~,AD perimeter produced no personnel casualties. Late in the 

month on the night of 27 December. CO 11 arxl the Dons Ha River 

Security Group force engaged five 'Ie swimmers in the area known as 

Jones Creek (YD 3fY7 675) which has been considered a possible infiltra-

tion ro::.te for sappers IIIOving south fl'Olll the DMZ. The five BWimrIIers 

successfully eluded the friendly forcos. The following evening two 

more swimmer!! were spot ted in the sa.'I\o area. 

106 



For the 3~oncl, :;traig':lt month, CG 14~ad an.usuallyla.ger 

numbnr of Hoi Chanh rally .to thsir units. 'l'wo low level cadre turned 

themselves over to " CG 14 junk on 1 December (BT 172 540). On 

3 December, six more VC rallied to a CG 11;0 junk .(BTl79 5,45). Then, 

en 7 Decemher, an additional four 'Ie abdicat .. <i to co 14 units. This 

increased the total number ot' enemy soldiers who rallied to eo 14 

units in December to tvelve. Disillusior~nt, hunRe~, fatigue, and 

family separation were the most Con~on reasons the ve gave for rally-

ing. 

lfuHe two VNN sailors of CG 16 were on liberty on 27 December, 

ing morning armed with the information that the 'Ie surrendered during 

interrogation, CG 16 units carried out a cordon and search operation 

in the samE'· general area that yielded two f_le ve and seven male 

ve suspects. 

On the late afternoon of 29 December, CG 14 personnel e<l\barked 

in two kenner ski barges received heavY automa~ic weapons fire when 

they attempted to intercept an evading sampan which had been sighted 

d'lring a re<:onnaissance pat,rol of the Truong Giang River (BT 168 1,94). 

Attempts to silence the enemy force, which was estimated as squad size, 

as the barges cleared the area were unsuccessfUl. 

In another <lki barge action on 30 Deceaber. CG 13 sighted. tiTe 

VC in a sampan with another SlIlnpllll in tow in the bay west of the CG 

13 base (ZD 080 090). As the 'INN boat.e closed the sampan, they fired 



their weapons with devastating accuracy. Five VC were killedar.d 

thre., AK-47's, 200 kilogra'lls of rice, and a small amount of other 

food .~turrs and medic&l supplies were captured. A day light search 

of the area was highlighted with the capture of a VC suspect who was 

report.ed to be the o"l!ler/operator of the sampan whjch delivered. ,"lie 

food stuffs to the VC that were killed in the <Iction the previous 

night. 

Second Coastal Zone 

As in the First Coastal Zone, there were no major enemy confronta-

tion in the Second Coastal. Zone in December. Throughout the month, 

tho Ve/NVA t"crees appeared to limit their activities to foo.; ana 

intellie;ence gathering missions. The 56 jur.ks assigned to CGls 21, 

23, 25, 26, Z7 an:! 28 implemented regular base defense procedures, 

Market Tiillf< patrols, an:! special operations with no significant results 

beiE';; reported. On 26 Decembsr, one CG 21 Yabuta junk was officially 

transferred to CG 27. This adjusted the p·tmber of junks assigned to 

CG 21 to twelve and th~ nQ'Ilber of junks assigned to CG 27 to r~ne. 

Third Coastal Zone 

The enemy activity in the Third Co~stal Zone was comp&rable to 

the level reported in the other sreas of the Republic of South Vietnam. 

The four Coastal Groups 33, 34, 35, and 36, with 62 units assigned, 

had craft. employed in coastal 111'>~ river patrols, WBGPte, base defense, 

and Sea Float operation. The ten Sea Float units, four from CG 33 

and three each from 35 and 36, saw the most pctivity (see discussion 

in th e Sea Float Summary for further details). 

-;- • ~ I 
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On the afternoon of 13 December, a CG 34 skiDimer boat. i,Merted 

CG 34 personneL in two different locations at the mouth of the Ham 
Luong Hiver (XS 813 024, 815 030). During the sweep~ the CG 34 team 

dest royad one VC lookout post and one booby trap. Two '1C werfl 

detected, hllt the adverse terrain forced the friendlies to abort theil' 

apprehension attempts. 

A combined cordon and aeal"ch operation that. involved CG 33, 

nPG 51, RAG 27, an RF Boat Company, RF troops, elemer.h of the 5th 

Battalion VNMC, the LeU 533, and the USS MANSFIELD (Dll 726) has 

323 560) located jUtlt north of 'lung Tau. 'lihUe the afloat units 

blocked off an escape by sea, provided fire support, and 'lifted the 

troops, the VN marines conducted a sweep of the i91611d toward", the 

!iF troop pos1tions. Midday on 22 DecOOlber, the Marines opened fire 

on two VC that were sighted in a sampan. The two enemy soldiers were 

killed, and one AK··47, ons M-16, W1d one sampan were captured. Later 

the same day, the m~rines uncovered a small cache that contained 30 

grenades. That evening the USS MANSFIElD provided H am I fire into 

suspected enemy locations (YS 270 555). The following day, the 

marines were extracted froi1l the island by the LCU 533 while RAG 27 

units provided river security. Alter the marines had safely cleared 
c", . 

t.he area, the CG 33 units am their U.S. advisors, Lieutenant Beninis., 

returned to the CG 33 junk base. 
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A reconnaisgance pa~rol was completed by two CO 36 skimmers, 

the ll;,CO i'iPB, PT GltAGE, and U.S. PC~"s 32 and 102 on 30 DeCember, 

thirteen miles east of Soc Trang in the Dung Island complex (vicinity 

Xii ?1.6 6il7, 263 675, 345 549). The PT OltACE and the two CO 36 

skimmers entered a small canal on the southwestern side 01' the island 

complex and almost imme~iately came under fire. The friendly units 

returned the fire as the VC evaded. Eight enemy sampans were sighted 

and taken under fire by the VNN. Eight VC wsre estimated as killed. 

The two PCF's rendezvoused with the skimmers and provided cover for 

their exit at the sOllthern end of the island. 

Fourth Coastal Zone 

In the Fourth Coastal Zone, the 57 junks asr,lgned to Coastal 

Groups 41, 42, 43 and 44 participated in river and Market Tilnl. patrols, 

logisti.c lift!!, and base defense operations. The heaviest cotlcentra-

tion of junk I~ssets has been at ;!8 'Pien where in December, 22 units 

were involved in Tl'an Hung Dao furrier Interdiction optlrations on 

the Rach G:l.ang Tha.nh. 1'he remaining units centered ~heir activities 

at An Thoi, Poulo Pa'll Jang, and the Market Tinte stations in areas 

8 and 9. (See Bo~der Interdiction Summary for further details.) 

In response to reports of increased enemy attempts to infiltrate 

the V-Minh Forest from the Gulf of Th .. iland, four USN PCF's from 

TG 11S.3 chopped to CTG 115.4 VNN on 20 December and initiated 

cObsta1 surveilJ"'nce in Markllt Time stations 9E1 (Va 850 740 to va 

796 740 to va 760 440 to VR 815 440) and 9Dl (V~ 815 440 to VR 796 

to VR 740 140 to va '793 140). The USN PCF'a would gain their 
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5UppOl"l~ from the USS GAllliwr l:I.XJNTX (LST 786) locate!! seaward ot 

Breezy Cove Operation (VQ 735 954). On 29 December, six mora U.S. 

PCF's from the Second and Third Coastal Zon~e chopped to TG 115,4 

VNN, and at the eam,~ Lime, i.iOll1tenant COJllll&nder Martin, USN, aSIIU/!lad 

t.he duties of CTU 115.4<1 embarked in the USS HARNErT COUNT! (1ST 

821), stationed 25 mihe~ff the coast from ITach Gia' City (VS 740 

1(0). These stx PCF'" Ifare assigned the petro). rellponsibilitiell tor 

Ma"ket Time area-.! 9F, 9G and 9H that follow the coast trom'RachG1a 

City north tn the Cambodia/Vi&tnam interna:;ional bordllr. 

An ope,w~,tion41 eValuat;\on ot the M&rket TilY arllU 901 and 9El 

WILlI _de at the .,nd ot the lIII,nth by G-l'U 115.k,.1. The lII&jorit:r Qt 

the traffic th'lt the PCF's haY'e encountered hu blilen non-suspicious 

fishing Junks from Kien Giang Pronnce. Then people haire genel'ally 

bstln ignorant of the r"strict~a zones. The PCF'I! have been indoc-

trinating the c0Q8ta1 trattie 'try dietributing diagrllllil that outilM 

the restricted ,wn8ll. Control "t thfl t rattie is beinr maintainfl-t by 

stBlllping the fishing ~pare with a violation stlllllP, and k"eping a log 

tor each patrol area that contains all the trllftic that ie boarded, 

eearched, w w"rned. While haav,' fishing traft!..: haa been encountered 

in 11.1'811 9!l, the traffic in area 9i'1-~" hal be.n nlt.tivelt licht. The 

..... .101' concentration of traffic in both a~ ... has bean during t.he night. 

Becaue;\cI of material casualtiell.only thrae of the four PCFII have been , . 

available for patrols. The operating Ich.-.duie utililN two of thCIIII 

during the night when the traffic ill heaviest' and"the chance of in-

tiltra.\:'ion is greater and one during th" day. The majority of the 
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\'''~ "Un;; lI:ld Sfldi'"Mng haa been conducted from 500 yaroe to 1500 

yard3 fron the heach where the water below the keel has averaged 

rr~m three to six feet. 

Follnwi ng discu5sion with eTG 194.3 ami the Fourth Coastal Zone 

intelligence officer, the northern bounriary of IIIrea 9El was extended 

to tee north in order to cover a number of river mouths which cou.ld 

po~sible be departure points to al'!d from ocean transits. The nil''' 

coordinates for are""" 9E1 htld 9Dl are, respectively, VR B85 837 tu 

,Til. 828 835 to Vii 768 530 to va 830 530 am Vll. 8]0 530 to va 768 530 

to VR 740 140 to VR 793 140. 

lUver Patrol GrouEs 

The employment of the 83 PBR's of 'If 212 underw~nt very few 

changes in December. The four RPG'a conductro a cour,lned total of 

1,357 riV'e~' p;.trols -.nd 6.41 8Ulphibious assaults. Elght PBR's of 

RPG 51 shifted to Ready Deck operatbns on 11 December when the VNN 

assumed command of the upper Saigon River op"rat:lon which was re-

named Tran Bung Dao V/Ready Deck. The operation will continue to be 

a SEA LORDS cam!laign. am the units will retain thei>' present TG 194.6 

deslgnaton. (See Oparation Ready Deck in SEA LORDS SlllIJDary for 

rurth~r d~tai13 of RPG 51 operations on the upper Saigon River.) The 

ren.aining twelve ill1it~ continued tn~ir day IUld night .. iver patrols on 

the lower Saigon Rive.,. from the base at Cat Lai with no significant 

"dion be~ ng reported. 
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'rne 20 I'Bli's 
'-.'--" , .. ;, 

p! esence on the shippi!'lgla:l'1es"" ieading t.o" Saltgc'n:\~i 

patrols. Other operatL)n~were Perf()rm~ ill' con,lunClO~on' 

in the R33Z. 

Ri.ver Patrol Group 53 with 20 boats assigned cOnducted river 

natrols, y,'BGP's, and other irrt'lroictim operatims on the ".VantCo 

Dong L.'1d Vam Co Tay Rivers from the Giant Slingshot bases 'at Tan 
. . -'", - ~ . 

A.'1 (TE 194.9.4.1) and Ben Lnc (TE 194.9.0.1). (SeediscQuss:1mof 

Giant Slingshot Operatims 1.'1 the SEA LORDS Summs.ry for furthElr de .. 

tails of RPG 53 opera Hen s ) • 

Ten PBR's of RPG 54 supported Tran H·..tng p .. o operations on the 

Vinh Te Canal from the YRBM-16 located just ea-st of Chau Doc (dS l42 . 

845). These units were regularly rotated with t;,e other 13 PBH's 

stationed at My Tho. In additton to the day patr.ols on the Chi) Gao 

Canal a m the night patro] ~ on the MY' Tho River', the RP!} l'erved. 65 a 

ready blocking force for ARVN operatio:1S and made arrang~ents with 

the Province Chief tr:- provid", '~roop lifts, medevae,~nd fire" ElUpport . 

.. renever it was needed. Negotiations w<lirein the planning for 

specific operations at the end of the month. (See discussion of 

Barrier Interdiction Op4.rlltions in SEA WilDS Summar;r fo,," furth~r 

details. ) 
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Third and Fourth Riverine Rivel' Ajsllault. Groups 

Tha 164 riverine c!"af; assigned to the 11 RAG's that oper~te 

in the ThiI~ and Fourth Riverine areas completed 622 river patrols 

and 2, I-If\? amphibious operations in Decembflr. Although these figures 

were slightly lower than the previ',u,s month's, the combined total of 

river patrols and amphibious operations maintained its close proximity 

to the stable figure of 3,500 operaticns. While the RAG' splaced ma-

jor emphasis en the river patrols and amphibious operations, thtiy w~re 

also commit ted to escort duties, uase d(;fense, logistic lifts, PSYOPS 

and Civic Action mlsroicns. 

On the iate afternoon of 4 December, a lone RAG 30 1A • .'lit with ene 

ARVN ranger of the 39th Battalion, Fifth Ranger Group,was returning 

from a water and food lift to a ~latoon locetion ~pproximately four 

miles south~est of Salgon (XS 792 808). 'Not mora than ene mile up­

stream (XS 779 822), the RAG 30 boat was IItruek by '" B-41 roc::ket i.1'l 

the engine compartment wounding two VW:i and tae Ime soldier 'in the 

process. The boat returrcJd the fire with unknown results and ::leared 

the area. A little mora than an hour lacer, two p1.?t00l16 of the 38th 

Battalion swept the area with negative rao'llts. 

Eleven units of RAG 24 were lifting 5th ARVN Divisien troops on 

8-10 December four ~iles ~pstream from Phu Cuong en the Saigon River 

(AT 754 205 to 710 210). Prior to the insertion of the troops into 

night defense positions, the boats sighted and took under fire a 

lone VC with 'mknown results. The n~ght passed without an incident, 
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,~n,i the fed lowmp day the .lAG boats provided the Hft sei"ri':'J for 

the t.roop!; durinr t.hB sweep operation. That evenine the craft w9re 

again transitln[l to night defense position when they "potted fonr 

'Ie (XT 7}8 203). ';'wo of the VC were killed when the friendlie" took 

them under fire. Later the same night, five more VC were taken under 

lire. The rest of the night passed without any action as the troops 

and boa ts kept " vigil for possible VC crossrng attempts. The oper-

aEon ,laS concluded on the morning of 10 December with no furhter re-

sults. 

In the Fourth Riverine Area, the N~Gts provided an extensive 

En capability for ARVN and Rf!l'l" forces. HAG 23/3 i C(XI dnuw UtJ-

erations on the }lang Thit - Nicolai Canal and supported area ground 

troops. RAG 25/29, homeported in Can Tho, have been conducting op-

erations from Kien Hung ar.d Vi Thanh in northeast Chung Thien Pro~ 

vince; RAG 21/33 and 26 have been rnvolved rn missio.1S from their 

respective bases at Dong 'l'an and LOO6 Xuyen. 

The highlight of RAG activity :n the Fourth Riverine Area oc­

ClL"!"ro on the evening of 28 December when the Rt.G 21/33 basd received 

t.hree rounds of 120mm mortar fire. One round landed on the base near 

barracks 1'-1056. The other two rour;ds M.t to the north. ~. V"" rl.ve ~1.~ 

were wounded, four seriously, and there was minor shrapnel damage to 

the harrackc and a completp. loss of electrical power an the base. 
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HiveI'. Ae:sault and'Interdict:l.al Di')isials 

The 108 riverine assault crll.!t assigned to't.he six RAID's, 70 , 
through 7S, of ATF 211 were employed in riv<1r pe£'ols, 'interdietion 

o!"erations, amphibious and-logistic lifts, psYOf::; and Civic Action' 

missions. h"hile performing their designed missions. the RAID's 

placed their emphasis on river patrols and amphibious operatials. 

Tn Dece:nber, they caTried out a combined total ot 616 river pat't'Ols 

and 1,1 S3 amphibious operations. The combined figure was 'Ai'llparable 

to the statintics of previous months. 

The ~\W most experie:nced RAID 1 s, 70 and 71. have been involved 

in Giant Slingshot operations since they jomed TG 194.9 in late 

t'&bruary 1969. The two RA:;:DS are normally positioned at Ben,:Luc 

and Tan An, hO""ever, on 11 December af'ter the Moc Rca area 'was eval-

uated as the area of maximum en~ threat, RAID 70 units' were ehift-

ed to the Tuyen Nhon area, and RAID 71 boats were relocated to cover 

both the RAID 70 and 71 area of operation. The cha."lge of toreea left 

"he two HI, ill I" deployed as of 15 December as folltrn's: three RAID 70 

",nits at Ta'1 Tru, three RAlD 70 units at Moe Hca, ten RAID 70 and 

one RAID 71 unit at Tuyen Nhon, six RAID 71 uni~s at Ben Luc, three 

RAT.D 71 units at Tra Cu, and two RAlD 71 units at Ben Keo. Seven 

:lAID 70 Md 71 units were out of t.he area fur ,maintenance or deploy­

:nent to Dong Tam. B;r t.he end of the month, the RAID 70 and 71 torees 

had bp.en relocated tC) the following locatioos: five RAID 70 units 

at Tan An, eight RAm 70 units at Moc Hoa, tour RAID 70 and three 
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!iALO"'(1 units at Tra Cu, lIl1d ten RAID;l units at.R-n Luc. Eig;-i,t 

llAID 70 and 71 beats ~,ere assigned out of t.he areafol' dep~oyment. 

or ~ajntennnce. (See discussion of Giant Slingshot in SEA LORDS 

Summar,f for further deatails of RAID 70 and 71). 

RATIl's 72, 74, and 7S concluded the successful operations I,Ti th 

t·.le Vietnamese Harines in ·the IJ-Minh Forrest in Kien Giang Province 

on 10 December. Since the beginning of the operatiCl'l on 11 Septem­

ber, the friendly fr,! ces had killed 507vc and captured another 54. 

1~ey had re~eiv9d lOS Hoi rhanhs and detained another 115 people. 

7he iTE' r".c e).e"8TI ",,-llors killed and 60 wounded. Correspcndim-:ly, 

the VNHC lost 133 li;.:n·ines, had 499 wounded ,and three are still miss-

ing. 

In the first part of December, while thp. RAID's wore still op-

erating in the TJ-Hinh Forrest, they provide-! ''1 lilt capability, pa-

trolled the main canal, and set night waterborne guaroposts. Contact 

,JaS light and scattered with no major action being reported that in-

volved the RAID's. 

Starting on ') December, the RAID's and VII Marines began an ol,"Iier-

ly transit to the Twin Rivers Area in Chuang Thien Proyince. Since 

the t~:o forces had operated in previous months Cl'I the Cua Lon River 

and ad.jacent tributaries, they established their command post in the 

only suitable terrain for the post and artillery just south of the 

junction of the Cai Tu and C:la Lon Rivers (vicinity viR 370 (00). 

The approximate limits of the new operatiCl'lal area are def:Lned by 

118 



- •.. :.If I '. ' -;,·1{1 

the following coordinates:' frorir Vinh Phouc (I'IR250 750) to Vlnh 

Phong (Ii]( 320 540) to liR 380 480 to iIR 470 480. to WR 470 660 to tho 

Cai Lon River (WR 520 710) along the river to.WR 4'10 730 to Ap Thanh 

My (;ili 1.60 770) to Cai Tu River (vicinity VIR 430 770) along Cai Tu 

River to \'" 1.10 '150 and back to nnh Phuoc, RAID?2 and 74 remained 

with the marines while RAID 75 returned to the USS ASKAJU (AI(L 30) at. 

Long Xuyen for much needed maintenance. Utilization of the ~,D's in 

the Twin Rivers area included troop lifts, river patrols, and ;'{BGP'g. 

On 23 Decemher, itAlD 25 units relieved "he majority of the ii,UD 72 

boats which returned to Long Xuyen and the US~ ASKAJU for me-intenance. 

(See discussion of '1NMC Summary for furt-her d!!taill3 of iT{, operations •. \ 

;<Am 73 s!,ent the majority of the mooth at Dong Tam Md Long 

Xuyen. On 27 December, they completed the trip to the ATF head­

quarters. The Commander TF 211 had made the decision to keep three 

RAID's in the area and to rotate one RAID back to Long Xuyen for a 

two week u!,keep and refitting period. RAID 73' s initial employment 

"as with the Third BaUalicn Th11C along the Rach. Nuoc Trang (vicin­

i ty v.n )80 693 tf) 1m 423 675). The RAID I S had no significant con-

tac'~, and the marines were involved in scattered and light action 

through the ~d of the month. 



Vrli:TNAHESE HAR1NE CORPS 

The reconnaIssance in force op'3rations conducted by Amphibious 

Task Force 211 in the tl-llinh Forest region of Kien Giang Province 

were officially terminated at midnight on 9 December. The cumulative 

re"ult for the three month operation which began on e September are 

as follows: 

KTI~Ai--___ -;:.l','I~A;-___ H:IA 
133 499 3 

WEAPONS CAPTURED 

, , 
A/·, L7 11 ~ ("1-, ,_ 

w' '~J .... ..1-'.#.l 

31 C;{C Rifles 
17 Hauser ftifle" 

Heavy 1'10 
~ Cala • 50 '·~G < 
3 Carbines 

" French Rifles 
1 i1ussian nifle 
1 H-16 
1 CHICO'! HG 
1 B-41 Rocket Latmcher 

yC/!.'VA 

KIA vce VCS HC 
5;7;O;;;;7;.-----..:.5~4::.--...-;1.;1~ 5--'f05 

2 H-l 's 
1 CHIC0l1 Rifle 
1 U. S. Shotgun 
1 M-60 MG 
1 11-79 
5 Cal .45 Pistols 
.3 K54 Pistols 
2 M3A1 Sub-MG 
1 Cal .45 Sub-MG 
1 B-40 Rocket Launcher 
1 60mm Mortar 

CAPTURED :tINES, EXPLOSIVES I AND AMHUNITICN 

f4.600 Rds sl11ll11 arms 
14 AT mines 

7 Mlti-Boat mines 
19 AP mines 
94 Claymore ~.i.lIes 

110 61mm Mortar rounds 
122 e2mm mortar rounds 
1,216 Hand grenades 

192 Rifle grenades 
6 Mines (5 kilo) 
2 Mines (1 00 kilo) 
6 105mm Howitzer mines 

30 57RR rds 
53 75RR rds 

271 B-40 rocket rds 

During the period 8-10 December, the ATF, which at this time 

included the let., 4th, and 6th Infantry Battalions, 1st Artillery battal­

ion and lihlD's 72 and 74. completed the move from the:1F .. Minh Forest to t.he 
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Twin Inver!' arca of Chuong Thien Provin~e (WR )64697);' Yli~h the 

latmchirlg of' Quyet Ti.en Su Doan 21/)2, 36, 42/211 on 10 December, 
. " ,":" 

the An' began watermobile operations on the Cat Lon Rive;:and con-

necting waterway!" with RAID's '72 and 74 and airm:obile operations 

in conjunction with U. S. Air CII.valry Troop assets that stressed 

Eagle night tactics, screening missions around the ATF 211 command 

post area, and corr,pany sized lifts. Ene~ contact: was infrequent. 

throughout the reminder cf the month as the VC!NVA fOrC(35 e~)loyed 

evasive t."ctics and resorted to extensive mining of t.he areas in order 

to combai:. the VNHC mission of reducing enemy infiltration, 

Brigade "A" has been absorbed into tha joint staff of ilTF 211. 

The Brigade Commander has been designated as the Deputy' Commander 

of An' 211. Further information of ATF 211 operations is found in 

the i:odividual discussions of the infantry battalions. 

Brig~de "B" 

For the er.tire month, the Brigade "B" staff was.located at the-

VHMC Division Headquarters in Saigon ·.Jhile maintaining a six hour a-

len status under u"CS control. 

1 st Infantry' Ba~~alion 

After relieving the 5th Infantry Battalion on 6 December tn the 

U-Minh Forest operation, the 1st Infantry Battalion, as one of the 

VNI'!C eler~ents of ATF 211, transited to the 'l'"in Rivers Area of Chuoog 

PI .?vince (,,JR )64 697) in order to begin reconnaissance in force 
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ope!'!tti<7.i'l en 10 December. P18gue!ibYnining. 1n::idants and sporadic 
. -',' " 

"ontact, the. 11't natt-alion ccncludedru:F:OJper&tioris' to the southeast 
. . 

of tht~ conunand post(Ml 3611 697) on 20 December and returned to the h. 

comI11.'md PORt where it asswned the responsibility for the perimeter 

defense and the local security patrols. A surpriSElE!llcounter with 

a 3maJ.l enemy unit on 26 December resulted in one VC: I<ill«l, and 

Eagle Flight operations with a VNAF Air Cavalry Troe? u.,it on the 

Rame day accounted for another VC killed. The 1 st Battalion was re­

lieved of the Al'F 211 command post security mission on. 31 December 

and moved to the southwest portion of the area foI' opeI;a tions in 

,January • 

2nd Infantry Battalion 

The 2nd Infantry Battalion was in a one hour alert status to 

JGS through 13 Decel1roer. The following morning, the 2nd Battalion 

"aR air lifted from Tan Son Nhut Air Base to Binh Thuy for further 

transfer by helo to the Twin Rivers area south of the ATF 211 com-

mand post (~iR 320 680) in order to affect the relief of the 4th 

Battalion. late al the aft.ernoon of 15 December, the 2nd Battalion 

gained contact with an estimated enemy squad (tilt 335 634). The 

VC,1;VA soJdier,1 broke o':f the fighting without 16..wing an indication 

of their caRualties. Twr; VN Marines were wcrundecl in this action. 

\':ith RAID 72 providing the transportatial, units of the 2nd Battalion 

patrolled and carried ou!j la."lding aJsaults throughout the remainder 

of the month. Company sized and Eagle F, ight ?perations on 21 De-

ceciber were ~uccessful with five VC killed and no friendly casualties. 
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nne VC 1<e"" e!ll!Jturell ane! anoth"r f:i.ve were kil~ed uy the ,l4arines· 
, 

in ~n acticn· ,~n 27 pccmnber. Five CNMC suffered wounds in the same 
.-", 

1'i re fir~ht. '/hen tho cont ct, ',';as broken off, the VC!NCA had l(;ft 
.,' 

b('hind three rifles, onP. 8-40 launcher, f!4 grenades, four clh.:rn.opeD, 

two 1051TO~ mines, and one kilogram of doc'1.m6nts. un the la~t day of 

the y""r, the 2nd [la'. talion moved to the ATF 211 cOlltMnd post and 

began local security operations in defense of the field headquarters. 

lEd Infantry Batt!l.lior( 

From 1-10 December, the 3r<l Infantry Battalion c~mducted air'Do-

biJ e a.ssault ami rIa Loon and sauad sized nJ ght operations in the area 

north of Hen Luc. The Iattalion cOl11r.1and post and one COlnT'any were 

b no,;tions Ilt Fire Support f'1l8e Barbara (X8 576 856). The remain-

ing Marine forces '<ere deployed throughout. the area. There was no 

action ,.eported through 11 December when the 3r<l Battalion was l'e-

lieved by the 3Jrd Ranger Group. The Jrd Eattalion returned to their 

base camp in Thu Due (XT 922 (07) and a six hour alert status for JGS. 

On 1 J, December, they traveled to Camp Nguyen Van Nha. (X3' 878 92.9) 

and '.ere designated as the c~ro reserve on one hour alert. 

The .3rd Battalion c "me unde" the operational c ontrel of AT!" 

211 on 26 December When it relieved the 6th. InfantI"'J Eattalion in 

the Twin 2hers arM or Chuong Thien Province. !1ith the exception 

'0 f one VC who was killed on 26 December, the Marine enga~ .. ments with 

U." enemy '.ere l!.mited t<J rnininp. incidents which have inflicted cas-

ualties on the Marines. 
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hth Infantry Ilattalion 

Ul:der the operational control of ATF ,,11 $ the 4til Infantry Bat-

tal j an carried out reconnaissance in force cp(;r'!tiolw in the U-Minh 

Forest ,rnUl 9 Dec&mber when the mission "as ccncluded ,and All-' 211 

displ:\ced to the Twin Rivers area of Chuong lhien Province. At ap­

proximately 0500 an 6 December, a VC mortar and gro1md assault 'was 

launched by ene VC :::ompany against one VNHC company (VR 870 680). 

The Vl.~·jC, with the a.~sist,ance of U. S. OV-10 Black Ponies, repulsed 

the attack and killed 19 VC and captured three AK-~7's in the pro­

cess. The Vi:l·:C suffered casualties of three killoo and 22 wounded 

)Iho were ",cdevaced. 

After the 4th Battalion had moved to a new location on 10 De-

cember (\;R 355 670 "-!ld WR 355 677), they began company sized opel'­

atians. On 13 and 14 December, the 4th Battalion, having been re-

lieveC b~' the 2nd Battalion, was air lifted to their Vung Tau base 

camp via Binh Thuy (YS 276 457). From 15-26 December, the 4th Ilat-

talion rei'urbished their equip,nent al'1d weapons "!illile on su hour a-

lert status under JGS control. Moving to camp Nguyen Van Nha 

(xs 878 ?2?) in Saigon an 26 December, the 4th Battalion was placed 

by JGS as the C'·l!) reserve on one hour alert. 

?th Infantry Battalion 

Th~ 5th Infantry Battalion was responsible for the security of 

the ATF 211 headquarters at DOl'g Hung (VR 944 620) from the bogl.nning 

of the month until the U-Minh Forest operatioos concluded on 9 December. 
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"hUe the B,'ltbl ion headquarter'" and two compaI'lies occupied defenr,;ve' 

:lositiopr, in and near the command post, the two remainine; compa.. ... d'lS 

5creened an area up' to five kil<?~eter.s ar~Ytmcl 30ng H·,.mg. Operatior~s 

w, th U. :;. A-lr c,walry TrO('lp:;, on 3 Dece,lber jJrod,l,ced seven· VC killed 

(l',( 01 S 6'),). Late on ~he evening of .~ Decemb~r, roe 5th Battalion 

",,,,rine ',;as killed and Mother eight were wounded during a VC mortar 

attack on the ATF' command post. The 5th BattaUoo departed the area 

on 8 December, and after a one night stopover ill Can Tho, th<ly ar-

ri ved "t the~r base camp (XT 968 064). 

After spendinr; three days in a six ,lOur alert status to ,ms, 

the )th ba.ttalion .]oin8Cl friendly forces j(l 'c,he RSSf~ ~ (jper~tion 

,"olfpack III, a multi-battalion ()peration to seek out and destroy 

VC sapper units ir: 'the RSSZ. The marines first establj,shed contact 

on 1 S December "h·m one company sighted four VC attempting to cross 

the Thi Vai ai ver along the eastern boundary of thf! RSS7 (YS 200 730). 

All four of the 'Ie were killed, and one rifle, one R-40 launcher, 

three B-40 rockets, small arms arnrmmiti~, and one cartridg", be~ t 

were captured. Three enemy sampans ',Jere also destroyed. 

A srr.all unit guardpost, on the evening of 22 December, surprised 

a squad. sized VC element. One VC was killed, and one AK-47 and one 

PRe 10 was confiscated L~ this action. Wolfpack III terminated on 

24 Jecember, and the 5th Battalion ret~ed to the Thu Due base camp 

(XT 96t) 046) and a six h= reserve 9tatUs to JUS. 
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6th Infantr.V" Bai.talicn '. -- .-

'!'he 6th Infantry Battalion, an ~lflmerit d.!" ATF 211, was eng'aged 

in alomoct daily fighting in the final week of operai;ions in tho U­

:,linh Forest. On the afternoon of 4 December, a 6th BattaEoo unit 

uncovered a VC tl'ainillg center (VR 870 630) that was defended by an 

e~tima ted. VC pb.toon, Once the Harines had silenced the ene",y force, 

they found f1 ve dead vr;, 12 hand grenades, 200 rOlmds of AK a11ll1lWli tion, 

and two anti-personnel mines that were not- familiar. The two house, 

twenty bed complllx wa~ destro:red t·efore the Marines departed the area. 

:'1ininp, incidentE which have accounted for the majority of the 

on 5 December alone. The following day, a company sized patrol 

surprised a 1.':; equad killing three of them and confiscating their 

equipment which included one AK-4i, one pair of field glasses, one 

sa;npan, and other miscallaneous items. Later that day, the patrol 

received three Hoi Chanhs, possibly the remaining squad members of 

th~ earliGr engagement. 

The Battalion t.rllvelled to the Twin Rivers area on 9 December, 

established the bast! caJ!\p (WR 364 697), !!nd implemen'~ad perimeter 

security measures. There ~as no contact, however, t.he Marines ex-

perip.1lc€<i casualtios tram their operation in the heavily mined area. 

The 6th Battalion was relieved of the ATF211 command' post security 

operaUcn on 20 December. The SQlI\EI dq, they began company sized vp­

"rations L'l the southeastern 'Portion at theA. O. Un 21 December, 

the Maril~es made cor,tact with a VC squad tour miles south of their 
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skirmish eilded ,th~Marine5 'tallied tfu;e~'d'~tili VC toriEfAK-47, five 
::'-'i. '- .:_ ,., 

grenades, and 200 roulldso1' 2,mrnunitiOll captlire1t,!Ihd se'teil hOUses 

destroyoo . 

After the 6th Ba'ttl?,licn was reli~ved'bi t.he 3m 13attal;!.on on 

26 December, the battle v~ary' troops wert", airlifted, to tn~Thu. Ihc 

base camp. The 6th Ba'ut&.liQu served therema;inded of the 'month :i.n 

a six hour reserve status to JGS. 

7th Ir.fa~ Battalion 

The 7th rni'ant~ Battalion terminated its small unit training 

and organization at. the VN}!C Tra:ining Cent&r (XT 898 039) on 3 Decem-

ber. Tc.e Battalion moved to t.he NatiOlllll. Training Ce,)ter, Van Kiep, 

Baria (XS 390 610), and on 8 December, the Marines began seven week'3 

of initial unit training. 

1st and 2nd Artillery Battalions 

EMployment of the artillery batteries is in the operational 

control summar;{ 'which 1'01::,01<5. 
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UNIT 

Brigade A 

Brigade B 

I ~t Tnt' Bn 

~, 2n:l Int' Bn 

'" 0> 

3rd In! B:I 

4th In1' En 

DATES 

1-9 

10-31 

1-31 

1-5 
6-9 

10-31 

1-13 
14-31 

1-10 
11-13 
14-26 
27-31 

1-9 

10-14 

15··26 
27-31 

vm1C OPERATIONAL CG1'f'!tOL S:J!1VAitY DECEHBER 1969 

OPERA'rICNAL CONTROL O}' 

ATF 211 (Vlm/VNHC) 21 st AWN ,1:: v 

ATF 211 (VNN/V}JMC) 21 st AF.Vi' Div 

JGS 

JGS 
ATF 211 (VNNjVNMC) 21st AHVN Div 

ATF 211 (VNNjVNMC) 21 st A"VN Div 

.K}S 

ATF 211 (VNN/VllliC) 21st V,VN Dl v 

Fifth Ranger Group/CM!) 
JGS 
eM[! 
ATF 211 (VlIN /VNMc:) 21 st ARVN D i v 

ATF 211 (~~/VNMC) 21st ARVN Div 

AT}' 211 (VNNjVNMC) 21 st ARVN Di v 

JGS 
CMD 

OPEHATIaI NAME 

Quyet Tier. S. D. 
21/36/211 
Quyet Tien S. D. 
21/36,3c,42/?11 

None 

None 
Quyet Tien S. D. 
21/36/211 
Quyet Tien S. D. 
21/36,38,42/21 i 

None 
Quyet Tien S. D. 
21/36,38,42/211 

None 
None 
None 
Quyet Tien S" D ~ 
21/36,·38,42/211 . 

QuyetTioo S. D. 
21136/211 
Quyet TienS.iD~" 
21/)6,36,42/21 T 
None' " . , 
Noria 

MISSICIi 

RlF 

RIF 

Reserve 
RIT 

RU' 

Reserve 
> '.-. 

RIF, 
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DA-l'F..C; OffiRATION'AL Cd<TRcL OF OPERATION NAME ' MISSlal .. ~ - -,--- -
1-8 An' 211 (VNU/VNMC) 21 st ARVN Di v QuyetT1et! s.n. . RIF 

21/36/2H 
'<; :'; ,-> . 9~ 11 JoS None Reserve 

.. ,12 ... 24 .RSSZ 1:loilpack 'nI RIF' , 

25-31 JoS None Reserve 

" .. 1~9 ATF 211 ('Mi/VNMC) 21st ARVN Div Qtl;let TiMS.n. RIr 

:.-", 
.. 21/36/211 

·.JO-26 A,!'F 211 (VNN/VNMC) 21st AiiVN Div Quyet Tien S.ll. RtF 

27-31 
21/36.3e,42!211 

JOS None . ~ser1te 
.. , 

'.I! ' JOS None Reaet"/e 
. -1', '" ,-31 ,lOS (Van Kiep NTC) None Trai:nfng 

'" 1.;.9 ATF 211 (VNN!VNMC) 21st ARVN Div Qu1et Tien S.D. 
N .... 

21 !36/21 j D!S 
10-31 ATF 211 (VNll /VNMC ) 21st ARVN Di v Quyet Tien S.D. 

21/36,38,42/211 D/S 

1-211 JoS None RlIser1ta 
'-24 .ns None Reller1t8 
1-24 CMb None n!S 
1-24 Rtmg Sat Spl.ICial ';ooe None D!S 

Bn 25-31 JGS None Rese::-ve 
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VIETN AMF.'3E NA V'{ : 
DailY Average Searched 

~ ~ J\D'lks -People 
COASTAL FORCE 
T!ll~G 32 3H.9/11.7 37.2/11.0 18,241 

II 40.4 35.4 14,417 
III 47.4 46.0 8,209 

IV 41.u 38.7 6,547 
Sub-totals: ·47:4i4 

*FLEET COl1MAND 
?A'fROL SHIPS 25·1 23.3 1,1 B3 
WPB's/PCF's 6.8/29.1 3.3/15.5 t7Ni Sub-totals: ,49 

RIVERlllE AREA 
RIVER ASSAuLT GROUPS 123.0 111 .5 7,521 

TF 211 75.6 69.B 3,601 
TF 212 78.1 66.5 8,685 

i~;:~:;J:'~:U. ~J;'~:~: 7CJC::=: l:6 _ 8 I;? .b 0 

TOTALS: 71,717 

64,527 
42,140 
27,023 
23,100 

156;190 

5,168 
10 z90B 
16,076 

37,9B2 
7,323 

. 25,032 

0 

~43,703 

VIETNA!1ESE MARlllE CORPS: 28 November - 1 January 

VC;;~VA: KIA 87 

VNMC: KIA 36 

HOI CHANH: 7 

*Provide::l 28 gunfire 

#Includes RAG's 27, el, and 91 

. -- 7' " , 
. _ ;.:. i ; :t, L 

Captured 24 

WIA 212 

support missions. 

.,,' 

Detained ... 
_~ People. 
, / 

15 183 
13 63 
)6 114 
o 0 

04 360 

0 0 
1 7 

-1~ 7 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

6$ 367 

Suspe.::ts detained 8 

KU. __ ~ ____ 1 _______ _ 

) 
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i'hpre were twenty four Hoi Chanh who rallied to U.S.'a!ld 'Vi.etllaJll:'i,') 

ese "a-,,,l units dllrin!!, the month of Oecember. ~'leariness with 

,::'ck of food, and disilillsiorur,ent ,<lith the enc~ cause were the 

nJ'inciple r"tlsons they ('Hve for rallying. Two of the ralliers w"r-j , 

from the Runf' Sat Special ZOn<'. Both were female, one a cook and, the 

other a medic, 

In Sea Float operations, the fresh water shortage at th" Tran 

:'un,,, Dao III an."leX II has become les3, critical as more fresh water 

carns,n.; ,~unks h"'/e traveled into the area. The 100 ;>iaster pp.r 

rcal1c,n price ill thp. Cai Nhap settlement. " 

One wood ccltter in the Sea Float sett:Lement has begun his own 
! 

rice paddy by building dikes and transplarjting wild rice tilatgrows, 

nearby. It is hoped that this example will be followed by o~hers 

and th:l.t the local people will be able to .;row more of their OWll 

food. ',Ihile the high price of imoorted rice has put a i:urden on 

the people, recent rice crop hllrvests and la.-ger importations of 

rice are exoected to reduce the price in Sea Float during the fol-

10..,inp months. 

En~li~h classes for about 80 children are heing held in the 

community. Blackboa,~s were installed Which were contributed by 

the Seacees workin!! en Solid Anchor, and plans have bp.f!;(11l for con-

struction of a schoGl after the first of the year. 
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Census-tnkirlp.: procedures in SF.A FLOK,,'were recent,ly 

due to the discovery that in ~eri~l popui~tion counts" so~hC)u~e~ 
beinr, counted had no occur>=ts, and sheds and sampan cove~s ~~x'e . 

bein" mistaken for houses. As a rer.ult of this, previous popula-

tion reports may have· inflated the actual figures by' as much, as 

100 percent. Census taking is now beinp: conducted b:r Psyops/"ohTar 

personnel on rOut and in junks. A ccunt completed on 26 December 

reve'lled t.he followinp, statistics. 

No. Hcuse'), StaDle Pop. Trans. Junks 

532 2,663 200 2,000 4,663 

Vietnam, and Cmnnodore Tran Van Chon, Chief of Naval Operations, VNN" :> 

were ent,rtained by a class of about 75 children singing ·Vietnamese . 

songs at the Tran Hung Dao ~itc after which they toured the f8ocil-

ities. Th,W seemed quite impressed by the continuing progress. 

In th" Danang area, U.S. personnel delivered 2.500 toys to 

poor children in schools and churches, and Christmas parties were 

given throughout the area. Assistance in self-help projects 

resulted in aid to 26 schools, 3 orphanages, three dispensaries, 

and 31 separate institutions in December. 

Christmas parties were l2:iven by N!\v"l Oe1601111el at NSA My 

Tho for child",n at Catholic and Protestant orphanages on 29 Decern-

ber. Presents and food were passed out that included 400 toys, 

50 sodas, 100 lbs. of candy, 25 gallons of ice cream, and 30 pound~ 
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l!arket, fi'ne unit:;, while conduc:ting inSDections, perfonned 

p~';'y(If1S mis~;ions w-i tt,. thp. theme of uBetter Relations hetween t?"unks 

and ;':arket. Time Units," distributing cann"d food and rice. 

A Nw:v medic"l ':ni" in Lon~ An ?r'ovince (XS 621 759) ~onductcd 

" :-mOCAP 0:1 23 December treatin,., 325 persons and distribuinf 120 

olastic bo:<ls, 250 plastic baRs, 200 tooth br'l:·;hes, 200 Chieu Hoi 

ba11oons, nnd RCO bars of soap. 

:08ah"e te11lns of t.h~ 'l'hird ;Javal Construction Brigade completed 

1.9 proJects durin~ t.he month of December. These included 3 schools, 

1 hou5inl' nr~ject, 14 bridp,es, 4 public buildings, 2 a~riculturaJ. 

pro.i<=!cts, medical facility, 4 electrical systems, 9 '!'Cads, 1 water 

systeM, and 10 miscellaneous projects. 

An irri~ation ;lroject bein" built between the Tan Hiep/Nga HUll 

areas (X'l 41.8 to XS 470 515) by Seabee Team 103 was diaconUnu"d 

due to an explosion of 11 land mine which injured three per30r~lel 

and dama~ed a major piece of equipment. 

tI,,,::>ital corpsmen with Seabee tea.'Ils treated 10,310 pa,tients 

durin" December. J. total of 241 Vietnamese civilians were reportecl 

to be in tr"i"inl': to b", carpentertl. '!)asons, plmtbers, electricians 

!1'I'lchanic3, :lnd variolls other trades. 
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USN cII/Ie· ACTItiiSTATIsTicAL· SUMMARY 

26 02'(69"';': SolOV 

"C'I'AL Nmmm 01<' MAN-DAYS* PERSONNEL OF UNITS EllGAGED IN crvIC . 
AeTIal PROJECTS: 4·27~ 

COST CF S'JPPLIES CONTRIBUTED BY MILITARY RESOURCES FOR CIVIC 
ACTION PROJECTS: VN$ VN:j; 3,1 /lO,2W 

EXPElIDITffi,ES FROM 'THE LlS/FW"lAF CIVIC ACTlal P3YWAR FUNi): VN$ V:!$ 945.4W 

VULUNTARY CONTRTBUTICNS: VN$ Vl!$ 700,651· 

PBRCENTAGE OF U, S. MILrrARY CIVIC ACTI<:N AcnVITIES 
CONDUCTED JOJNTLY 'UTH: 

Other F'V.MAF 
RVNAF 
U. S. civilian volUf!C'-'l'Y agencies 
Average percent of self-help by VN civilians: 

PRCGRAMS 

Economic Develop~ent 
I.ducation 
Social Welfare 
Transportation 
RefUgee 

mSTITUES ASSISTED 

Schools 
Orphanages 
Hospitals/Dispensaries 
Othen1 

iim Dayo 
691 

1 .126 
1 .760 

695 
616 

Ntunber 
54 
9 

19 
93 

.' Cne Man-Day equals one ten hrur working day 

135 

Labor 
Haterial 6% 

Z:;:E~r.Aib;:-~·s ('iN$) 
231 ,Ogz .. 

1 ,083.547 
J '0i-;' 197 

4 7 .578 
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Captain Ralph W. Nietz, Co.wander Coast Guard Activities Vietnam, 

transferred t,he USCG cutter Point Ellis to Commander Bui Cuu Vien, 

VNN, Commander Third Coastal Zone. 

cnNflnFNTf ~ I 
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1'he systemati.c tumav:erot u: S~Navy I\I1d U. ~ •• CoastGna.rd ,~!!-' 

set" and resjlalsibiltties to the Vietnamese Navy. progress.;d sr,wotl?l~' 
:n .Jecmnber. The Vietnamizaticn of' three more Coast G'.lard rIPE' s at 

t.!;e beginning of the month _5 the sum to;;al of. U. S. :lavy and U. S.' 

Coast Guard craft added to the V:Letnamese Navy in De>C<3Iroer . 

During the impressive ceremcny that took place on 9 December at 

Cat 1.0 bval Support Activity, Captain Ralph W. Nies~, COl1lll'.al.der 

r~:lst Guard Activities Vietnam, and his prospective relief, Capt.ain 

D. E. Perkins, USCG, representing the United States, transferred 

c,ce '!Sec: C'~tt8r "(,TI'!'!' RUTS to Commmnder Bui Cuu Vip.n, VNN, Corrrnander 

:bird Coc.stal Zone, who accepte:l the crafton behalf of the Vietna-

'nese Havy. 

Captajn Ralph W. Niesz and Cap~ain D. E. Perkins were again 

"resent for the turnover of the Coast Guard cutters POmT SLOClf~[ 

and rcna' HUllSCN en 11 December at the Small Craft Repair Facility 

in Dananf. The addi ticn of two more cutters increased the total 

nf11:lber of viPB IS in the Vietnamese Navy to eight. The following is 

a 5=y of all the rIPE' 5 that have been turned over to the Viet-

na.'11ese Navy under the Small Craft Assets, Training and Turnover of 

Resourc,es (SCATTOR) Program. 
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6 

7 

i)ATE U~' 1'/U VNN# 
CGA0r A1.7.W E 

USCG NAME OPEllAT'ING Ii! 

16 Hay 1969 POINT GARN~ HCL700 III ,', IV 

16 r'!aY 1969 POlNT LEAGUE HQ, 701 III&. IV 

15 Sep 1969 POINT CLF.AR HQ 702 III " IV 

11 'lov 1969 POINT GAHI10'N HQ 703 I 

17 Nov 1969 POllIT com'ORT HQ 70~ In & IV 

9 uec 1969 PO]J~T ELLIS HQ 707 III & IV 

11 Dec 1969 POINT SLOCUH HQ 705 I 

11 Dec 1969 POINT HUDSON HQ 706 I 

As of 25 December, there were 243 VNN Wldergoing on-the-job 

training in the START Progr:ll11. The OJT ground schools operated 

by '1? 1';: forces were in full operation, This was particularly 

ber,efici.al in December since inclenent weather han limited tb.e a-

mount. o~ unllerway training. Coastal Division 11 reported that 

their ',:r:, trainees have been standing quarterdeck watches, passing 

the applicable word in Vietm'mese on th" 'fMC, and sharing the shore 

patroJ. duties. Some minor diciplinary problems remain within the 

O.lT Program. To keep from being transferred to new training 

co.t8'; 01' from receiving 'rAD duty aboard the PCF' 5 away from their 

~~rent co~~d for long periods of time, some VNN trainees purpose-

1J' go !J. A. Wltil the manpower requirement has been filled utilizing 

so!neone el"e. This not only has resulted in loss of operational 

ti!'le but '1150 has necessitated the utilization of personnel from 

other Ct'8"S in order to fulfill the c:>mmi tment.s. 



. I 

CL:"ilVPATYUJ!' F::VJC reported that. as 0;' 20 DecembF;r, j 1 S of th" 

".:c' V;,:-i trainees assif,tled to the Hi'Jer Divisions were qualified. A 

recei ved lUi hou);"s of oper9.tional trai11ing with no formal classroOl~ 

inctrucUcn. This 0ilerational training was largely spent in <fat3L"-

borne fllardpost.s, a conditien requiring a !1rl.nimal activity of any 

kind. This problem, couplE" with the tempo of PER operat.ions, hac. 

not proour.ed the desil'r.d solution. In order to rectify the situa-

ti.cn and ""o.intarn the desired turnover schedule, plans were inunedi-

B.tely consitituted to begin a four week boat. school at Binh 'fhuy in 

mc~d-.January that. would pr01Tide 200 hours of product:;'ve instruction 

been arr<.ving at the various River Divisions should help to alleviate 

the techni.cal English problems. In an eff,~rt to sol-"e p~rsonnel/ad-

rr;in~str'ative problems at the Divis;.on level, the VNN liaison officers 

of Divisions with special problems have been sh,ufl\3d. The River 

D',visians involved in the March turnov"r have been relocated in or-

der that the prospective RPG's can work as units consist.ent with the 

operatinp,; schedule. 

Between 15 and 20 December, approximately 90 VNN RAC A.CTOV 

traine'lS 'irrived at Dong Tam for furthe>:" processing by the ru:verine 

Strike Group to the operat.i;,g units. Each RAC of the ten boat in-

creOlen to are to be ma.'"1I1e<1 by a fu11 VNN crew with one USN as hoa t 

captain. The VN:~ officers assigned to HAC River Division are beir.g 

tra:ned in ,,11 aspects of rL'erine warfare by their USN officer 

counterpart. 
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U. S. Coast Gtl aro sail ors teach the i r Vi etna.":1ese counterparts ~:~W 

t o ove rhaul an engine at tile 5:'la,11 ::raft Repair Faci l ity, NSA Dan.:lng . 

En r,inel'Vl n Fir s t CJass Haymond C . ;·:ull i n s helps his Vietnamere trainee, 

:.I t!uyen Van !'hat, remove a "s tubborn I I bolt . 

DfdF IDENTIH 
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On 11 Deccmbflr at the U. S. Naval Comnr.mication Station, Cam Itanh 

llay .• i.,raduation certolmcnies were held for the fir~t VNll teletype maln­

tenance and opersc\;1.ons clas5. CO!1u1\ander Madigan, CQmrnand';'ng' (fficel' 

of the cOlT!lTl\l!licatloos .~tation, and RMC Johnson, the course ()me, ad­

dressed the claso and presented grarluation certificates ~1d teletype 

tool kits te, th.: €,leven Vm-I trainees. Tile first class was considered 

very succl.:;~sful c,s 100% of the course objcct/ives were met by the grad­

uating studeuts. Later in the month, on 23 December, a similar cere­

mmy was i1eld at C,,'l1 Ranh Bay in which four VNN trainees recei'feO. 

certificate1s of graduation signifying successful completion of the 

first AN/FRC 109 mir:rowave maintena.J1(:9 and 'Jperations course. 

At the end of the mooth, there were 2,208 (41.4% of projected 

need) 'INN pel'sorffiE'l undergoi1lg craft maintenance traininf', at the 

various repair facilities. A total vi: 50 'INN have succes~ful1y COM­

pleted a mail1tenance training program. In the base maint.enance 

craining program, there were 136 \INN receiving instru.ct.ion (35.4;1, 

of the oro.iec-i:,ed need), and in the supply training program, there 

we~e 139 VN}! u.,dergoing training. Three hundred and thr"e VNN have 

naw been phased into the VNN logistic support organization. 

In t~e base development area or AC'rOV, there ~Tere 12 bases and 

one ATSB in various stages of ccnstructian on 31 December. A total 

of 30 bases and ten AT"B' shave heer; progra;nmeci ro!' turnover to the 

V ietnamese Navy. 
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AlthOugb th~ ide~ ~~iliZing 'rerro~ca""'lto,r9r naval ern:'cs:(,t~;'., 
tim was first ~-q>eriMente<S'~th in Europe 4Urlng the mid-ninet"eertth": 

. - , '- '-. . ~' - , --,' --' - -': ",""," . , : 

Quick ttl ~ee SOllIe ~ th8 ~sibi1itie:; for f.erro-eemetit 
, ~ " 

"." , . '. ' 

type rerro-cement. junk. This prOjelCt. was ~letA!d in Septel'tlber when 

the rirst f'erro-ee!IIeIlt jWlk was :u.'l':'ocMd at the V~etnamf!se Naval Ship­

yard lil Saigat. 

With the purpose of the ferro-ceme.nii building program, outline.i. 
" ~ .'" '. 

t.o rrc-·-;.de the V:i M:n".""""" N;,"Y t.he c"!,,,b.nit,y' to' /IIEIet their "ooo1'a-

timal requirements f~ boats, the v~isiori was '~,~, to desIgn and . 
. / ' 

develop a i'erro-eement Swi1't boatApeF) siMilar in canstruction to 

the aluminw. U. S. PCF • s -..~, an 8lqlerimental. r1 ier . crs.rt ,tI)I'lIled. the 

"Viper." .\f'ter the Vietn~a\ NavY engineers ha<l completed the de-' ' 
sign "r the vessel. the:Tan<i the Viet.namese,Na'Vl!l1 Shipyard eIr.ployees 

. , 
: - _ ': >' • f.,-

.joined forces to COl'oplete the prototype of each crij.1Y in a short 

four matths. 

en the aftemOCCl of 20 Dec8lllber, the launch1n8 oX the tva ves­

sals was held I:'.t ths shiward iD Sa1gm.~~TranVan chon,' ' 
. - ; , -. ! . .' , ... -- ~' .", -~ , 

ChieJ' oj' Naval. Openttims, Viema-eeNavy, l!lld .~ssador \Olilliam 
'.' 

E. Colby. Deputy COmsKACv for the C~tteti on ~volutiOMrY Davol­

opments. were the principal. speakers at tbe impress! ve eererna:\l~ 

" .... ,.;,. ·,·'T'IAI' . ;:~ \. ; Ii t ,~ /1/; 



7r.~, f>lrro-cerlen ~ ::wift boat displaces'>" ,000 pounci" ,and it ",c 

~(' f""t. cne and on(,,-r.alf inches long and 12 feet, ~L" and one-ha" f 

inchee Jt the beiL"', it has a designed top speaf of a;oprox?!!Iately 

:::0 kn':·ts and has arna:ent ident.ical to the alu.rninum :.J~~~ 'pC;yIS~. 

Tne ~E foot Viper is an experL~~",tal river craft designed for 

river interdiction missions and escort and heavier fi!'e su?port fer 

the ?B2's. It dispJ4ces 12,000 pounds and has a top speed cf approx-

iC'ately i6 i-.l1ots. The Viper will be arMed with an automatic grenade 

launcher and two ~~-60 !1Uchine guns. It will be manned by a ere", of 

four. 

The constructia1 cf the ferro-cement hulls begins with a ,teel 

fra"1ewcrt: which is covered inside and out with an eight-layer, in-

terwoven mesh of chicken wire. The mesh hull is filled ~~th a mix-

ture of portJ-3.lld cement, fozzolan, and sand. Both sides of the 

h'~ll are sMoothed, and it is allowed to damp-cure. The cured hul"-

is finally worked with abrasives and chemicals and then sealed with 

an epoxy resin to insure watertightness. A slight modifica tion in 

the construction of the Viper involved the use of a wooden mold in 

conjunction with the steel and chicken wire fran.ework. 

The cost of the ferro-cement peF is approximately one-half of 

the US~; aluminum version. Sj-,nilarly, "..ne construction cost of the 

ferro-ce:nent Viper is approximately one sIxth the esti:nated cost of 

a fiberglass version. 

· 
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'lAVAL SU?!'ORT.!.CTTVITY. 5AIGO!>f 

The Naval SurrortActi.vity Detl'.chment (N3AJ}) Dong Tam received 

th''t'e 1\Ortar attacks durinlg December. There was major structul'al 

drunaJl'e to •• hc Am"hitious Task Group 21: (ATG) barracks and minor 

structural da"1a~e to the CO ATF 211 livin/l: qllartprs an<i the AT, 

211 S',.l""l:T storeroom. There were si.x Vietnamesp sailors wounded 

in the attacks. There were no U.S. casualties or damage to U.S. 

facilities. There were two mortar attacks on the NSAD My Tho 

w·ith no damage to U.S. facilites reported. However, three U.S. 

sailors were injured nl~hting a nre at the My ':tho hospital nurses' 

quarters. Eight U.S. s.ailors and one Coast Guard man were wounded 

at the NSAD Cat Lo in a mortar/rocket at.tack. There was minor shrap­

nel dama"e to two SOQ's, t,.,o BEQ's, the Armed Forces Vietnam (AWN) 

radio transmission cable, t.he main power transformers, tl<lO radiators 

to the AFVN radio t;enerators, and two pickup trucks. The USS BENE:IAH 

(AoB-35) reported that an LCM-6 acting as a base inner defense (BID) 

boat exploded 30G yards from the ship woundLJg one U.S. sailor. 

The cause of the explosio" was unknown. The YRBM-21 reported 

one Vietnamese civilian was accidentall)' wo:;.nded by a warning shot 

fj red by the messenlter. The ~ was anprcaching the ship in a sam­

pan and the lfaming shot ricocheted off the water. 

end: 

The following was the personnel status of !>ISA Saillon at months 

&12!2!!!l! 

Of ricer IT, 
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Enlisted 

Civilians 
Total 

2,984 

-221 
4,122 

<. : 

, 3,154 

-1B.' 
4,320 

The USS I.fARK (AKL 28), UJS BRULE (AKL 12), YW-126, YFIt-!l89, 

IF,{-890, YF-366, 100 feet utility boats, M0NUERl) and MOltOCC0 provided 

r'Jutine resupply services during December. The casualty to the port 

shaft and starboard reduction gear of YFR:-889 was corrected on 

10 Dece.;;ber, and she provided routine resupply services the remainder 

' .. ,., 

of the month. The MOROCCO had a casualty to her starboard ~in engine 

on 23 December. The NSAD DONG TAM was tasked wit:, the repair" and 

the estimated completion date is 15 January. On 27 December, the YTB-

781. was turned over to the Naval Station, Subic Bay. During the month, 

YTB-785 ,returned from a restricted availability in Singapore. \'ihile 

the YT~566 was in tow enroute to the Republic of Vietnam (ItVN), it 

capsized and sank in the vicinity of Con Son Island. Initial salvage 

operations ,,'ere unsuccessful and have been discontinued. The USS 

KISHNA (~iL 38) was enroute to the RVN from a restricted availability 

at Yokohama. The USS ASKARI (ARL 30) was at Long Xuyen; the USS 

SPHINX (ARL 24) was on the Vam Co River providing lI,ervic9!1 to Giant 

Slingshot u,~its; the USS SATYR (ARL 23) WD.S stationed on the Song Ong 

Doc in the Gulf of 'l";'liland pro'fiding support to Breezy, Cove river 

assault craft; and the USS TUTUILA (ARG 4) was at An Thoi providing 

support to PCF's. Tho USS BENEWAH (APE 35), YRE«-16, YRBM-20 and 

YRBM-2l were positioned on the upper Bassac River supporting Border 

Interdiction operations. The APL-26 and APL-27 were providing addi-
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tional b~rthing facilities in support of the At;'l'uV program. The API;':' .' 

30 \(as at Nha Be being prepared for rellef of the APL-21 at An Thoi 

which i" experianci ng serious hull deterioration. 

C::mstroction of the brick plant at Cam Ranh PAY 'das completed, 

and tho Butler vuilding for the temporary BOQ was also completed. At 

An Thoi, the ACTO'I construction was 60 percent complete at month's 

(nd. The construction of the boat repair building at Cat Lo/Vung Tau 

",as completed, and construc':.ion of the s eourity fence lighting and 

berthin5 for gunne~ls mates around the VungTau mmno storage point 

commerlced. At '11", Be, tl:; one arrAl!'~',diesel plant was on site, and 

the e:3timated completion date of the insiallCit.ior, lti 15 ... b.Jl'.i.<;J"I''/ ~ 

Const~"ction of administrative facilities at Dong Tam for CTG 19~.7 

were completed, and a permanent B~, head, am shower facilities are 

expected to be completed by 15 January. The water distribution 

system was 99 percent complete and is I~aiting pump parts for final 

completion. Work on the ACTuV constl~ction conti~~ed during the 

month. The Special Warfare Group bu:i.lding at CQMNAVFORV headquarters 

in Saigon was completed during the month, am the helo pad dust at J:!&n 

Lu·: was completed; along with the new galley ammi at Go Dau Ha. At 

Vinh Gia, construction of the Naval Operations Center was completed. 

During December repair support was provided to TF-ll5 Market 

Time units by the USS TUTUlLA (ARG 4), NAVSUPPFAC Cam Ranh ~, 

NAVSUPPACT DETS Qui Nhon, An Thoi, and Cat 1.0. At Nha Be repairs were 

completed to three MK I PBR's. There are currently five PBR's in 

.. ! . .;"'!' ~ " t , . ,,'; I !.i , . -. n &,.. 



overhaul at Sinh Thuy and .thr~e atNha &/. .The Karch turnover. stand­

d~wn has fall~n behind sChedule) however, it was believed that this 

program will catch up due to new procedures which he.ve been affected. 

During the month, the PER bare hull assembly was started on a not to 

interfere basis. 

Approval was received f.rom the Naval Ship Systems Command in 

\'lashington for the installation of remot.e speakers in the MK I PBrt's. 

There are one hundred speakers on harrl being prepared for installation. 

The QUIET 46 modifications to be distributed to NSA Detachments for 

installation on TF-194 units are available upon notification of the 

quantity required and thu ava.il,~Lility of t0at3~ Eie.;:-r!:.c8r: -cf 2:3 AN/ 

URC-32 SSB transceivers have been received and are being ovarhauled 

for Uge in the SEA VliDS conmunica~\ions update project. The permanent 

installation of all co~nication al.ld teletype equipment wa" corupleted 

in the communications center at th" Nf3AD Dong Tam. ~'he major mainte­

nance problem is the Zip;>:. and Zippo refueler. The U.S. Army Vietnam 

has indicated t.hat Binil Thu:y and Long Sinh have the repair capability 

fo,' the Navy units. The replacement for the M42Al :flame thrower 

service unit, surveyed 'r1Y' eTG. 194.7, was not available. Plans were 

developed to convert an LCM-6 to a Zip po refueler. In-country assets 

will be used for the conversion; h.7Wever, assets for additio~al units 

are not available. 
,. 



'l'he following pel':llonnel and c::raft were supported by'the 

Detachrilents during December: . -, ~ •• ,j' 

~ Officer Enlisted', . 'Crait ' "\-- ..-;' 
" 

Cam Ranh Bay 124 1,257 45 

Qui Nhon 53 516 31 .. 

Cat 1.0 130 901 67 

An Thai 66 552 40 ,: 

Nhs 8e 217 2,094 100 

Sa Vee 35 106 8 

Binh 1'huy 300 1,4Cfl 55 

My Tho 14 357 15 

Dong Tam/YRBM-17 49 602 11B 

YRfiI-16 29 453 78 

YRBH-20 28 525 32 

YRBM-21 33 J80 50 

Mobile Base II 17 350 26 

Ben Lue 70 844 72 

Total 

The p;ross art:! net. jupplyel'fectiveness for December were 71 perc~n~, ' 

and 81 percl!llt ~spectively. Total issues were 15,656. am total 

demands p.-oceesed were 21,990. In addition, there '~ere 748 back 

orders released during the month. 

In order to permit the Annapolis BE<.i/BOQ disbursing office to 

function ex~luBively ail an in/out processing center, and to consolidate ',,' 



all pay recordn in one location for J1I()!'8 'lffective audit Il."d m .. intH­

nance, all. pay records held at Annapolis were relocated to the main 

disbursing office at Nha Be on 7 December. 

Fuel meters were prov-~ded t(' NSAD's Binh 'J'huy and Ben Luc and 

the Ad',anced Tc,ctical Support Ba.se at Rach Soi to be 'lse,d in mC'nitor­

ing the commercial receipts and PUL j.ssues to VNN craft. 

CllMSERVPAC approved a proposal wherein, effective 1 January 1970, 

the Vietname .• e Navy Supply Center will submit aU. requirements fOl' 

NaV'J peculiar material tc; the Naval Supply Center, Oa.'<land via the 

Nav'll Support Activity, Saigon. The NSA Saigon will rendar supply 

S'lpport to the VNN Supply Center \-rithin available assets. 

The inventory of the Ne;rport warehouse 11 was completed during 

Decer>1ber, and the inventory of warehouse III was commenced. The 

Naval Air Sy"tems Correnand He,\dquarters was requested to reimburse 

$6,810 to crNer the cost of non-consumable material provided to Duffel 

Bag Ope,."tions. All applicable detachments were directed to reduce 

the numher of local national -employees to comply with the revised 

personnel allO\<ance~, 
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG 

As in November, adverse weather conditions throughout. th8 I ,Corp.'5' 

Tactical Zone severely hampered cargo-, operations during December. 

Retrograde cargo generation at current • .-atep su~gested a satisfactory 

export situation during January. As the monsoon season continues in 

the I CTZ, the weather conditions and their effects on cargo opera-

tions are unpredi"table. Shipping projections fro14 alNUS indicated 

substantially the same level of import activity in January as was 

experienced in December. Although minimal, Vietnamese rail business 

was initiated for the first time on 23 December as one locomotive 

crane was off-loaded at the Bridge Ramp, and cargo ,~as received from 

USAID. One locomotive was moved through the Bridge Bamp for further 

trD.nsshipnent to Saigon via the SS US PILOT. A sUlIIIlary of port opera-

tions during December follows: 

Off-load Back10ad Through-put 
SiT MIT SiT MIT SiT MIT 

Danang 133,029 230,211 82,995 168,38<) 216,00/, 398,600 

Chu Lai 31,353 ,7,173 5,154 17,489 3(,,507 74,662 

Dong Ha/Cua Vi-at 11/(20 17,795 7,316 20,827 19,036 38,622 

HuelTan My 16,591 22,331 - 2,711 9,175 19,)02 30,506 

Sa Huynh 1,060 1,558 140 264 1,200 1,822 

A reo::ord of 61,127 MIT was established for retrograde cargo back-

loaded out of the I Corps Tactical Zone in December. 

Coastal operations were aecured for si;( days during December 

dlle to adverse weather. From 5 through 8 rlecember four LCK-8 I s, and 
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three YHl's were provided for the Americal Divi~fon'lirt of heavy 

equi p,nent from Me Duc beach to Sa Huynh/Chu Lat. On 14 end 15 Decem-

ber. four LCM-S's and UDT T~~LVE DET ECHO were prvvided to move 

Marine land-cleAring equipnent from Danang/Chu Lai to Barrhr- Islam 

in su,',port. of the Republic of K"rea Second Marine Brigade. EOO ';'eam 

43 personnel assisted GTG 115.1 on 21' and 22 December in bunker 

dest.ruc+,ion, heach survey, and river obstacle removal in tbe Cua Dai 

River. During December, LCM-8/6 I s conducted' 8S harbor shuttles 

carrying 199 short tons of cargo dnd made 16 amphibious beachings 

along the I CTZ coast carrying 8,36 short tons of cargo. 

The supply demands combined gross and net effectiveness fo~ 

Danang and Chu Lai remained the same during December as durillg the 

two previous months with 92 perc'3nt ani 95 percent respectively. 

The overall Class I supply situation continued to remairJ good with 

17 day3 of supply of A rations on haDd. There >lere 10,190,580 

C rations meals on hand at month's end and another 3,459,912 meals 

due in. 

In the I CTZ, fuel iS~les in Decanber decreased for the fourth 

CG"secut.i ':,e month from l,563,CXXl gallons per day in NoveJ".ber to 

l,J72,OOC gallons per day. Adverse weathAr continued to cause the 

Sea Load linee at Chu Lai and '!'an IV to be down IDllch of the month 

necessitating the direct dische.rge to tank trucks at Chu Lai. The 

Chu Lai south fuel tank fann was completed during Decenber adding an 

additional 62,000 tarrels of storage capacity. The 1.2 mile POL line 
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connecting tt.> beach and Mar!.neAir GroUjl LJ rMueler Systi.m f~o' th"l 

"nuth fuel tank faI'lll<! was ,;o.npxert.cd during DecEfnberu 

The personnel status for the Naval SUPJjort Activit.y. Danang at 

month IS end follows: 

Allo~ Officer Enlishld 

NSA 4113 9,002 

YR-71 2 89 

Total 420 9,091 

en lloaM Tot.al 428 9,29t; 

There were eight offi~ers and one enUsted mar. assi~:l.;d. \;0 

ber, )8 personnel extended their toUI'S in Vietnam bringing the trotal 

for 1969 to 1,168. 'rhere ",erc 86) persons performing base security 

duties and 121 persons perfcraing afloat security duties &uring the 

month. '~he following numbers of personnel were performing cargo 

handling duties during December: 

Hatch Teill1ls 279 

Ramp Teams 134 

Checkers 157 

Admin Support 186 

Fleet Air Support 42 

Total 798 

There was an average c,r 157.964 militaF! personnel supported by 

the Naval Support Activity, Danaog in the I CTZ during Deceaber. 
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Th" <!r<,dge lJAJlSuN removed 1(J4",310 cubic meters frorrl the entrancE' 

ct;;mr,,,] «t, Ta" My am the ;3ANOCASTEII. dredged 92;533 cubic meters frorr, 

~'''> ?,,"fume tliver. At Cua Viet, the dredge :)I'IELLMAS'!'&t removed 86,'184 

cut .. ic m"ters frum the entrance channel. 

Cor;strucLion for Project MOOD "was 82 percent complete for Navy 

f.,;Uities and 40 percent. complete for all mi.litary facilities at 

mc;,th's end. The retrograde facility for tho Fleet Logistics Center, 

the apron and taxiway for MAG-lb, the Danang south by-pass road, and 

north Cau Do road, the electrical distribution systEIII for I Corps 

pow,,,-, utiliti~G at the Small Cra;:t Repair Fa.cility (SChF), the air­

c)'aft sheJ.ters for ~!AG-ll, and. the Danang bridge protection rework 

w"re all completed during the month. Th-ll construc1;ion of the ret.'"O­

~rkde facilHy at lied BtOach was 62 percent complete and the estimated 

beneficial occuoancy d;;.te is 10 January 1970. 

The following is the personnel status of personnel under the 

,'d l~C:;' l'lliD contract. T~e figures include program management, person-

r'_t:' 1 in t raining, and personnel o.sscciated with public works, 5upply, 

SCrtF' , a"d the Third lhval Constructton Brigade. 

US LN TeN Total 

Or. Boord 24 Nov, 124 1.,254 2,527 .'1,905 

On Board 2b Dec: 12.3 1,251 2,432 :;,806 

Est on Board 31 Jan: 111, 1,287 2,165 3,5,,6 

On 1. December, the Naval Support Activity, Danans assumed the 

DliAJAGE functions previously perfomed under controct to the Korean 
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for the month of December. 

The,'~~~bnnaoo" Qf mN:"~~~.~.sati3f~i;tory 
The.b~~nteed minimum contract requi.r~ 

'. -;-,' .i" . 
, : ~-

ments were met both seaside and p1erside. The following is the cargo, 

handled by the KEKN during December: 

Total Offload: 57,599 SiT 

Total Backload: 11,994' SiT 

Daily Through-put Average: 2,245 SiT 

74,907 MIT 

46,.772 M/T 

3,925 MIT 

The. statIon hospital at Oanang had 1,309 patients aan.itted durir.g 

December' including 34 prisoners-of-war. Of this total, 295 were battle 

casualties, 78 for minor surgery, 311 for rna.jor surgei'j!and 101 

malaria admissions. Tnere "ere' 13 single amputations and de"en double 

amputations during the month. The avsrage daily patient census WlUl 

357 for December with 376 beds occupied &t month's er.d including 34 

prisoners-of -war. 

Rear Admiral Robert E. Adamson Jr., USN, relieved Hear Admjr'al 

Lmmett P. Bonner, USN, as Commander Naval Support Activity, Danang in, 

Cel'ell'onies at China Beach on 19 December. HADM Bonner was issued the 

Legion of Merit for services rendered during the ceremony. 

157 
. , 

, 
J 



'. 

· r'-:. f ~ . 'f 'r'" ,,' _ _ ',' 

.' ':;r'ti.l.~! 

't:H]RD ~VA.L COrgTRUCTlON BR~GADB 

~ight incinent~ reported. Six ot these atta~k8 occurred south of 

iJana.'1g between Dien Ban vUlage and landing zone B!!.ldy, a dhltanc\3 

of 17 kil~metere. There was only one Seabee wounded, ~nd his injury 

was su~tained when a w~ter truck nacked over a min6. 

The line of cOllUUUnication roa<i upgrade program continuoo to 

$00'" progress during the blOnth w:i.th a major effort. em.ployed in the 

maintenance and repa:ir of dlllllage C&U.fled by heavy monsoons. South of 

Oanang, work continued on route QI..l between the Song Thanh Q.lj:l.t 

and the illters~tirm of routes QL-J. an4 535. Major repairs <;no illai.,,".,-

nance have been aCcomplil$hed throu~ the /lei Van pus in an effort to 

prevent further failuree. Xaintenance work continue<i on routes ML-13C, 

Nork on the aircraft shelters continued du."ing the Jilonth with 

119 shelters under construction, 35 shelters COIDPleted except for 

concrete covers, and 66 sheltere ~lly complet$d. There are 152 a1r-

craft sheltere in the approved !>l.'ogrllllt. 

The restor",tion of bridge QL-l~14, which collapsed. on 19 November 

as a Nsult of hlilavy 4ebrie accUlllulation. wae cOIIIP1eted by thll Seabees 

of Naval Mobile Construction Batt.fo.l.:\.!)I) lJ3 ort 2,3 OeC..-her. '!'he Hue 

by-pass fer17 project. which included tW;) !er17 lan<ij.nss w:i.th acc .. ss 

roads, ~e~urit7 towers, fencing and lighting, w~ 95 perQ'~ complete 

at month's end. The raaps are usably complete. t4teriah for the 

, 



remaining two Military Clase 30 timber bridges' to be constructed on 

secondary l'OHds north of Hue were being shipped: and staged. The 

overall project is 5<' r.arcent cOlllpleted. The cbristruction ot t.he 

Force Logistics Commam1 retl'ogrllde facility at Red Beach neared 

completion at the end of December. The beneficial occupancy date 

is estimated to be 10 January 1970. At the Marble Mountain Air 

Facilito' the Seabees of NMCB 121 were constructing operational, 

administrative, and support facilities to accommodate the re-deploy-

ment of two helicopter squadrons to Marine M.r Group 16. All facilit.ies 

have been turned over as usably completed. Construction of screening 

and detention facilities for CURDS at four si tea in the I Corps 

proJ:;ct:: 

consist of barracks, kitchen facilities, security posts, fencing, ana 

utilities. The facilities at Truu Ky, Hoi An and Quang Ngal were 

completed, and at Hue work has not started pending completion of fill 

requirements by a local contractor under contract to CO,DS. 

During the month of DecOOlber, NMvS 1 continued a heavy constroction 

load in the III and IV Corps Tactical Zones at five locations ~~th a 

total of <'61 men. CO!1struct.ion at the VNN base at An Thoi continued, 

and the project is currently 80 percent complete. Work at the ACTOV 

base at. Ha Tien was 25 percent complete at month 'e eni. The delivery 

and placemmt of un at Nam Can is progressing satisfactorily. Work 

on the VNN self help/JllIlintenance program continued during the mont,h. 

Naval Construction Forces have a fUnded backlog amounting to 41.3 

weeks 01' horizontal work ani 40.3 weeks of vertical work. The pro-
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r":!I11I",ed back lor, amounts to 'an ~di{ion~' J.:6we~ks 
1..8 w ... ,ks of vertical work., ,These' proj~ctiomi ire' basc.d ali the 

;:.: "',;" -.' t,' , 

planne~ employment of five construction batttilions. 

From 22 to 28 December~ Gaptain C. F • Krickenberger, GEC, USN, 
,', ) '-

Cormnan<j.er Naval Construction Battalions, U.S. Atlantic Flee'l. visited , 
the Naval Constrtlct-ion Forces, in the I Corps Tactical Zone and we,s' 

briefed by the Conunander Third Naval Construct-ion Brigade on current 

Seabee operations. 

~ 24 December, Rear Admiral J., W. Kelly. CHC, USN, Chief ~t 

Navy Chaplains, visited and was bl!'iefed by the Naval Construction 
> 
'f': 
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I\PPfo:NOIXI., 
r,r.OSSARY OF' APIlIl1:V I,A ~'lONS 

:he followi,,~ "bhr"'Jiations and terns are' cO!!l1lonlv uSEld in the 

co.,.!:.,t zone hy ,,'-". ,;!'''ncies and are listed here in amplification of 

t.hose u~ed i.n tho 1.ext.: 

ft. t tack bl fire 

A rnul ti-purpose bar~e, standard size is twent)-

ei~ht feet by ninety feet 

Are;:. of ooerations 

.\l(V'l Army of the Republic of Vietnam 

Assault Support Patrol Boat 

Armored Troop Carrier 

Advance Tactical Support Base 

Automatic weapons 

r 1:< ck "ony /Pronco OV-l0 Twin En~ne Turboprop Counterinsur~ency 

Aircx-nft 

ceE Command and Communications Boat 

cc; Coastal Group 

Chinese Communist 

crOG Civilian Irregular Defense Group- mercenaries of 

Vietname5e, Laotian, Cambodian descent who fiJ>;ht 

pr~marily arolmd their own villa~s 

Capital Military District 

Cont.iner.tal United States 

Civilian Reconr.~issance Ir.telli~enc8 Platoon 
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rH ' . , 

[)ustoff 

FOb 

F51: 

GVN 

HAFT 

~JGS 

Kit Carsorl ~cauts 

j AfT 

LX'[ 

I.e?L 

rUtIN 

LHFT 

LOH 

LiiRP 

Tear r;IlS ~I"f)nades 

l:O~5tal Zone 

'·loha· .. k OV-1C aircraft. 

Medical evacuation by h"licoptel' 

~nemy initiated firefi~ht 

Forward Observation Base 

Fire Support Base 

l'rp.e World Hili tary Assistance Forces 

Gun Damage Assesment 

Govern:nent of Vietnam 

Helicopter Attack Fire Team 

Harassment, and Interdict.ion Fire Support 

,Taint Gener-d.l St~ff (Vietnamese) 

Former VietCong who have corne ovel' to the side of 

the Saigon [':overnrnent and serve with allied mili-

tary units 

Light Attack Fire Team (OV-l0Is) 

Light Anti-tank Weapon 

Landing Cr&.ft, PersC)nnel, Large 

Vietnamese equ.i'ralent of USN Underwater Demoli-

tion Team 

li~ht Helo Fire Team 

OH-6 Light Observation Hel~copter .' 

~ong Range Reconnaissance Patrol 
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M~CV 

MATSB 

MONITOR 

MRF 

MSB 

MSD 

MSF 

NGFS 

!HLO 

NIOTC 

NOD 

nVA 

OHIC 

OJT 

PER 

rCF 

reM 

PRU 

?SA .. 
'Dsyors 

RAD 

RAG 

.. Mpitat:Y: );sili~tariiie COlliil!1nd, Vf';~nllD\' 

Mo~ile • ~ci"a'ri6il 'I'acti('.ali .' Support Base 

ite~i~ar\CiVici;ActiOfi Progrilm 

Heavily arm!>.red LCM..6 (4QJm cannon or !05rrm h<>witzer) 

Mobile Rl verine Base 

Mobile .1U veaiiil' Force 

~!ine sweeper; Boat 

Minesweelle:-) Drone· 

MobUe Strike Force - mercenaries who deploy and 

go anywhere 

Naval GUni'ireSupport 

Naval lntelligertce LiairJon Officer 

Naval Inshore Operatiot',s Tl'!iining Center 

Night Observation D'!.vice 

North V ietnani8a.e /.my 

Officer in Charg<!· 

On the Job Tre.lning 

Patrol Boa~,aiver 

Pa trol Craft, Fast (SWIFT Boat) 

Prisoner of War 

Provinc!.al Reconnaissance unit 

Province Sector Advisor 

Psychological Operations 

River Assault Division 

R',ver Assault Group (VNN) 
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PAiD 

Jl~S 

P.F/PF 

RSSZ 

RVNAF 

SAR 

SEAI/OLF 

SHADCM 

SKIMMER 

SLICK 

SPOOKY 

SSB 

STAB 

SCAT'WR 

S';'ART 

TAOR 

USARV 

VNMC 

VNN 

ZIPPO 

··'nfUTI6 1 
i. I. 

, . . 

River Assault and Intel'diction Division (VNN) 
~',:,- . 

River Assault Squadron 

Re,,-ional Forces/Popular Forces 

Rocket Propelled Grenade or River Patrol Group 

Rung Sat Special Zone 

Republic of Vietnam Air Force (or Armed Forces) 

Search and Rescue 

UH-1B Helo, heavily armed, USN operated 

C-119 aircraft, 

20' fibergla8s meter boat 

UH-1B Helo, USA operated 

C-47 aircraft 

Swimmer SUpport Boat (skinmer) 

Strike Assault Boat 

Small Craft Asstet, Training, and 'furno'ler of 

Resources 

Swift Training and Rapid Turnover 

Tactical Area of Responsibility 

United Statee Arnr:r. Vietnam 

Vietnamese Marine Corps 

Vietnamese Navy 

Flame thrower equipped ATC or Monitor Waterborne 

Guardposts 
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TASK GROUP 194.0 

FI!~5'l' SEA 10HVS 
CUill-ifu\DEIl. (GAt: THU) 

lJEl'lJTY CRU:iADES COhl1ANUEJi. 
(SAIGON) 

. GPJ.:FlY COV!': CPTTSA [JES 

CO i'lhANJJER (SONG OEG DeC) 

'lSSZ CRUSADES cor,U"~,llJBR 

(t>.HA BE) 

GilA lJAI C1WSADES COl'U-1ANDER 

H i.NH 1'E Gj'.lJSADES COrIl1AI\DF:P 
IBA XJAI) 

TG 19b. 7 r.RJSA..lES 
COi'U'IAMlEH (D0t,(j TAIl) 

BARRI~R RFF~' K~ST 

:::RLJSADES COl-,hANUER 
(TljllYF.N ~HON) 

GRDUJ4 
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 

D::O,Ar;<;lfltD AFTEr. p v::"'C:, 

~~/,VF't);?_;J/~,h'/I\"V(;:'f', r ',;\1 
NUH. uSJ,ul1 
1 .Janll;u·y 'I~n(, 

RADH ~J.;~.. r'I.A~. AGAil, :JSf,l 
COl'il',MiDER Io'lii::;·! :.;EA 
UJRDS/NAVIE: Dr'lAC! 
DEPUTY cum.A'/FORV 

CAPT tJ .P.. FA';L·(, 'JSi'-. 
GOl-UUV PA1TLJ 11/ 
CO!'ITU'jt'A'l7LU; r'IVE 

CDt{ D. J. IAI:r~·:R, usr. 

AS ASSIGNED 

L"rJG J. H. HOC·Ai';, uS~ln 

OIe CTF 116 r10UTOP 
TEAll TrIO 

AS ASSIGiBD 

CAi)T J.J. S1 f Ak\dAN, lJS,~; 
COM'~03In: ·,Fuil. 

AS ASSI:Jt..ED 

L1' H.F. K}!;';BS, USN 
OIC 1'1' Ub J·j"r<I((j1l 
'fF.AI·l OM; 

PlilSTf~[K'nl' H1NI,'tJ" 
TF:Mi (AS AS:"I·}i8iJ) 



GON fijOEN'flAL 

~'iil.l.,! 

; [\j 19!,.2 

'~'I"J lYL~.':.l 

CTJ 1)14"2.3 

810 1)14.2.4 

f;TU 1~lj.2.5 

CTU 1'14.2.6 

194.} 

S'!'U 194. j .. 2 

Gill)l4.J.J 

~'fU 19i!.J.5 

~TJ lSl4.3.u 

GTE 194.J.6.1 

C lAt:'r- ~)L (~Ki,')H0T CRU':;AL!':S 
CUf'U',AUj~,:n (TEA C:!) 

BH~~EZY C:OIE (}P.OUP 
CUI'L'lAM)2li 

PATROL '11<1T (PBR) 

PA'"RUL UI<I'l' (RAC) 

L::;1' SUP l'O ,iT llilT 

HELO SUPPORT UNIT 

SPECIAL ."AhFAF.E UNIT 

MOBILB SUPPORT TEAN TWO. 
D"1'ACHi'JE!;T CH1.ELlE 

SF.ARCH T[]P.N OP.OU P C0I1HA1,DER 

PATROL UlilT 

PATROL UlilT 

INTFJiDICTION UPS HBLO 
SUPPOi~T UNIT 

LST SUPPORT UNIT 

PATROL UNIT 

Ole SEAL PLTN K DE'!' G 

A S;;JAD 

2 

LT J.8. YO'Jlm, US!:f: 
OIC 116 I'!ONITCR 
1'}I~AH THtiEF. 

LCDH IhH. TH .. U-;S':;;, USN 
ClJi'UUVRUN 53 

LT N.:1. DEPcRY, US II 
CUl'lP. IVOlV 572 

Ole HAD 131 AND 252 

CO USS GA~RETT COUNTY 

OIC, HAL-3, D~T b 

LTJG R. WOOLARU, USNF 
",,.., ('.-.,~ ,'~. 

U.l.i...I ul~.ri.L .i l~ll~'j 

DET ALFA, 3rd PLATCXJI> 

AS ASSIG~;F.r; 

AS ASSIGlIED 

L'1' \-/. H. ORAlIAi-" USN 
COI1RIVDIV 513 

LT G.N. ElSCIIE:r" USN 
COI1i:I VDlV 553 . 

LCDR D. W. STREY, US!I 
OIC HAL-3, m.'T 5 

CO UCS HARNETT CUUNTY 

LT E. E. NcNEELY, USN 
COI1P.IVDIV 554 

AS AS0IGNED 

AS ASSIGNED 

.. 



.. AP?r~:JDIXn 
.-- . 

CUMNAV1,'\.JHV 

CTG 115.1 

CTU 115.1.0 

CTU 115.1.1 

'!' ASK ~-URr;E ll5 .. 

CUASl'AL S\!,tVJ<:rLLAt.CE 
~'LRCE 

NORTHERN SUR'mILLANCE 
OR,IUP r MSC/HSO/\·lPD/PC1U 
PG" ASSIG1BU) 

SEA TIGER (CUA PAl 
RlVE'l) ON SC))}jF, CO!'U1A~!J)ER 

NORTltEHN Ol"FSHURE REACTION 
UNI1' eNE (1!,sO/MSC/PG/ 
,VHEC ASSIGN"'-lJ) 

m2'l' J.J. SHA/,AIlAN, 

CDR R. C. ;{UCERA, USN 
G(lHMANDEfl. AND-FIRST 
COASTAL ZONE' ADVISOR. 

. H:l ASHO:iE DANA/o;G 

AS ASSIG~!ED 

SEnOR CO, m'FSHORE 
P :,TRUL AREA ONE , 

CTU 115.1.2 NO:tTHERN m'FS:!ORE REACTION SEtdOR co, OFFSHORE 
UNIT 1";10 (MSO/HSC/PG AS5IGNF..D )PATROL AREA TioJO 

CTU 115.1.3 

CTIJ 115.1.4 

CTU 115.1.5 

CTU US.lob 

CTU 115.1.7 

NO"TIlFRN INSHORE RF.ACTION 
UdT( \VPB/PCF ASSIGNED) 

NORTHE.'lN BARRiER REACTION 
UNIT (HSOhJHF..G ASSIGNED) 

DUfFEL B.\G DETACHMENT 

NORTHERN ;.n>B SUPPORT UNIT 
COGARDIV 12 (Wt'B ASSIGNED), 

:oIORTHEM PCF SUPPORT UNIT 

- . QQI! .... 
DO\YNGRAo£o AT 1 YfAft INTtItVALSJ 

DEClASSlflfO AFTER 12 YEARs . 

. CDR R. C. KUCEftA, USN 
Cot-l}!ANDRR ANDFI'lST 
COASTAL ZONE. AD'lISOR 
HJ ASHORE DANANG 

SENIOR CO ,BARRUj' 
PATROL UNIT 

LTJG G.L. CATLETT, USNR . 

LCDR T .C. VOLKLE, USCG" .. 
COMMANDER COAST GUARD .. 
DIVISI.ON 12 

LeW D. R. BRECKF;fomIDGE, 
USN, CO;·1MAI.'IJER COASTAL' 
DIVISION 12 . 



t .... ) !'S d'}u~O 
l "-!.'1Illlar~' l':'-!J 

CfU llS.c.l 

ctu 115.c.2 

CTP. 115.2.2.1 

eTE 115.2.2.2 

CTE 115.2.2.3 

. CTa 115.3 

CTU 115.3.1 

CENT.AL SJ!w:·;n.r...u..cE. ""'Jur 
(MSO/l'tDC,vlPB/ "OF /PG/i,niF;c 
ASSIGN Sl) ) 

NORTH CI~f'l'RAL SV1WEIIJ .• ANCE . 
UNIT 

SOiJTH CF.1'iThA.l. 
SURVEILLANCE UNIT 

saCEN OFFSQORE REACT!ON 
F.LEHENT J<'clUR (HSO/liSC/ 
',{PB/PCF ASSIGNED) 

SOCEN OFFSHORE REACTION 
ELENENT FIVE (Hsa/HSC/ 
PG/HHEC ASSJGUED) 

saCEN INSHORE REACTION 
ELF.MEllT (WPB/PCj<' ASSIGNED) 

saCEN POF SUPPORT ELEMENT 
COSDIV 14 (I'CF ASSIGNED) 

SUU1'HERN SURVEILLANCE 
UROUP (MSO/HSC/WP5/PCF/ 
WHEe/LST ASSIGNED) 

/ ili.DR'oiJ0NG;;~ ~tli' VNN 
COMI-tAIiD:;;R 'AllD,./UINHON . 

'GSC;Q}'rIC~~ 1I.~ASi{oRE 
'\~u:{ NHON' \ .' '. . 

" 

CDIi .!l. ':,' .' f3~SCHE~,USN' 
• COi".r1AN DElI. AND S~OND, 
· ()()AS'rAL\ ZONE' ADVISOR· 
HQASHOJ~E . Nl!k,TF..A~G 
- -- \' 

S~IIOR c~,?,6fFs:tfORE, 
PATROL AF'.F'..AFOUR'· " 

. SDlrOR CO; OFFSHORE 
PATROL ARF.I\ FIVE . 

" 

. '" . . 
CDR.H.C. BO!;;CHEN, USN' 
COI'$.'~DER AljD SEcOND 
COAS~\AL ZONE'. AD1TISOR 
Hq-.AsHOREN~A. T!{ANG ., -, ' \ 

LT n.J. SULLIVAN,' U::;N . 
bOMl'IANDER COASTAL .. ' 
bIVISION J.4 
i ' - . 
!- ,.-

'~DRP, A. : YOST,h~CG./ ..•. 
(,OMNANDEtt AND THIRD .. 

.C:OAS'rAL.~oNEAnVrs6Ji . 
· H~/.r.:SHOlUl vYNGT.AU>.,~, 

, __ I'.~:' ", ~·t,,' /, 
SUUTHERN OFFSHORE REACTION 
U~I~ SIX (HSO/MSC/PG/ 
'IIHEC ASSIGNED) 

.' .. SENIOn CO. O#5HOro:\ 
' .• ' PA1'R0L AREA.:; SIX' i 

\ ',' , 

2 
'''' . 

'" ',,-

~' -, 

-'< 

;'-.:' 

. :, '-. ' 

',' -,-

\' . 

" " 
. ''Ii 



CT U 11S.J .1, 

GTI) 115.J. b 

1,r~ 1 7 
~-'- ... '.' .-/ 

CTG.115.4-

CTC; uS.5 

:::n; US.6 

CTG 11S.7 

STU uS. 7.0 

CTI! 115.7.1 

:'>Oln~aEEli. VI'j,':';iiUhB 1(' :ACTHlK 
llNn~ :;>EV~. t"iSl.l/HSC;!PG! 
,IHEG AS1.:iICl'iRiJ) . 

SUUTHERN lllSHOHE REACnON. 
UNIT, (:,1IPB/PCr.' M,S!GNF;[) 

MARK1i;T TTMK P.AIDER UNIT 

tLLt:mT TIHE, FlATllER UtiIi' ' 

SOUTHERN \'IpB SUPPOIIT m:IT 
CGG!(ilDIV' ]]i (WPB ASilIGM.'D) 

SOUT1£SRNc OPEttA'JT0N SUPPOIt'l.', 
(!NI:T (AS, ASSIGNED): 

, GULF: ORT!IAIUN)} 
5UR1TF.]LEA.N:;E. GnDFP 

Gl.i,LF' OF THlHLA."iD OFFSHORE: 
l'A:l'.ll.OL. UNjir (W?.EG, A:SSIGNEll) 

:3Et·i l UH GO" Ol':<.i\!O!;E.· 
t~1'l'F0.L A;-{l::A. -SF>JEN' . 

CDR I'.f(. YOST, USCG 
CObJ!iJ\l<.lJER AND THInD 
COA3'l',\L lONE ADVr:iO!l. 
ILl ASHOEE IJUNG TAU 

A3', ,A:SSIGN ED 

LCDR D.P. GATTO, USCG 
COt;iMAliDER COAST GUARD 
'OI1.'1SION 13 

L~~;~ J. ~;J ~ 2TT":~: JLI) 
CO;}!,\NDAA COASTAL 
DHISION, 13 

SFlUOlt CO/OIC 

co wEi: ASSIGNED 
, ARR.t.EXGfl'l'.!1'IIN~ 

".' ". , 'Y 

'.!.'," . 

'. I; 

SEA; b'LOh~ . 10l'!I1JtNI)ER:(', , 
auLE' Gili' 1ElUiILAlm, SEP.' , LOP.DS, 
COMt·iANDEIi' " 

. . ~R~.·.,r)~"¢.~,,·J~'A1'Ri..c~, USN.: 
,'COHHANDER,',MGB;:£.E 
ADVANCED TAG'l'rrJAL 

, S1JPPcRT RASE 

SPJt Ft0ATlSl~ LORDS.~ " " 
UlGIc::;.'I:.I(]; sUll'oR'l,f UNI'll . f):,::iT ). "As,:-ASitCN PJ): 

: • -; ". ", t ' .• ~',.-

'. SEAl.m..OA'l'jSEA>MRD$ , 
O.l1ERAnON$IRtM~NrnG;UNI'l' . As; ~IGllEP 

... ," 

}, 

"'J .-. ...,.,' 



;\,,'::\,:,V/~:AV\lIV"!"i' i,~GV 
r" '.j'~,: ~1)4Ijl..1 

1 ,1 :IJIlI:l ry ] '-I'lu 

':~ 11'.>.1.1.1 

eTC 115.7.2.1 

CTU 115.7.3 

C'l'J U5.7.!' 

CTU 115.7.5 

CTU 115.7.b 

CTE 115.7.b.l 

GTE 115.7 .c.2 

CTU 115.7.7 

:::TLI l1S.7.t! 

GTU l1S.7.9 

GTG 115./J 

SK4 n.uA l'/SEA LUIUiS 
'JAl ::hl,0HNE ,IN IT S 
(t'U~'s A$:HGNF'J) 

SF/dun OIC 
.t'C.r's Ass~gnea 

""A fLOAT BASP. DEn~. SF. UNIT AS ASSIGNElJ 

SP.A FLOAT F.OD/UDT DET 

SEA fLOAT NGFS UNIT 

SF.A t~Gcn GP.OlIND SE;(; URITY 
UNIT (WHEN ASSIGNE:o) 

SEA FLOAT VNN POLi,AR UNIT 

AS AS~,IG( ED 

GO PG ASSIGNED 

U.S. ADVISORS 
AS ASSIGNED 

AS ASSIGNED 

SFA FLOAT SEAL ll;.;TACHMEIIT, LT H.F. CRANE, JSN 
SPE::IAL Cr'};i~A.l'IGI;.J GnGUP ONE Ole SEAL D.ti.i1'l'A 

PLATOON 

SPF.GIAL OPERATIONS GHOUP TwO LTJG G.S. PROUTY, USN 
OIG SEAL ~rrKE 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
SUPNer UNIT 

SEA F!.OAT/GlJ"....F OF THAILAND 
SKIl LORDS SUPPORT UNIT 
(AN THOi) 

SP.A ~~OAT AIR REACTION 
UNIT (SF.A\IDLVF,;s) 

PLATOON 

.LTJG J .G. ENGSTEOM, USN 
Ole MOBILE SIJ?POR'f 
TEAM TWO DEl' EC~O 

LeDR C.L. MILLER; O,SN 
COMl-WJDER COASTAL.· 
DIVISION 11 ' 

AS ASSIGNED:,,;. 

SF.A FLOAT/GlILF O?' THAILAM) AS ASSIGN,:n, 
SEA LORDS AIR REGON UNIT 
(LOU/SlICK ASSIGN P:rJ ) 

OPERATIONAL R!WJlNESS GROUP CAPT J.J. SHANAHAAl, USN. 
C01-tllANDE:i '.. 



c;'l'U 11S.d.l 

cnl 115.0.2 

CTV 115.13.3 

CTIJ ll5.1J.4 

8TG 115.9 

CTU 115.9.1 

CTV 115.9.2 

"PH llPEhA'l'i0NAL 
I:':ADHF..5;J lIt<IT 

PCF OPERATlOl,AJ, 
Hl'.AlJINf..3S IJ1iIT 

HARuQR DEFENSE 
n;;;,\DH;p,ss UNIT 

PG OPF..:unIONAL 
nEADIlJESS L'NI1' 

HA~BOR DE1"ENSE GROUP 

HARBOR DEFENSE UNIT 
VUIJG TAU 

HARBOR DEFENSE UNI';' 
CAN RAMI BAY 

HARBOR DEFENSE UNIT 
~UI NHON 

HARBOR DEFENSE UNIT 
NHA TRANG 

5 

NA V!"O[(V/NA VADVGRP ;1ACV 
NOTE OS440 
1 January l'nO 

8APl' D. E. PERKn:S, usee 
CO!ll1A!WER AND 
GOI-'180GARDP..UN ONE t 

CDn L.R. JEFFERIS, USN 
COMl-l!I.NDER AND . 
COHCOSRON ONE 

C:DR G.H. OVERSTREET, USN 
eOH11ANDETt AND Ole 
IU\C 1 HESTPAe DET 

rr-DR J.R. SWAIN, USN 
COHCOSDIV 32 

CDR:l • H. OVERS7RF.!IT, I TSN 
COMMANDER AND OIC 
1m.,} 1 WESTPAC DET 

L'CDH R.G. 110NTGOMEHY, USN.'· 
CIC HARBOR DEFENSE 

LCDR W.G. DYER, USN 
Ole HARBOR DEFENSE 

LeDR H.L. BAF.HPS, USN 
OIC HARIJOR DF..FENSE 

LeDR '<1.G. 11Ul:.PHY, USN· 
Ole HARBOR DEFENSE 



". 

; 

NA VFl;" If /NA VIt:J'J(;I!i' : W;'I 
NUTF. ./ ;'I1iO . 
1 ,Januar,Y l'flO 

CO"'JiAv!'unv/CHtIAlJADVGRPTASK Ai'll ADVISbp.y· Uli'.dd" ZATION 

1~KroHG" .11b 

cr!~ lIb 

cra 11b.4 

C'fU 11{;.4.9 

CTJ 11b.0.7 

CTE 110.0.7.1 

CTE llO.b.?3 

erE 116.6.7.4 

CTU 116.6.8 

RIVER PATROL FOHCE/ 
RIVER PATROL FLoTILLA Jo'IVE 

VAL-4 (S INlf TlflJY) 

VAL-I" DET ALFA 
(SINH TUllY) 

VAL-4, DET BRAVO 
('lUNG TAU) 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS SUP PO itT 
UNIT (B INl! THllY) 

SPECIAL OPER~TIONS SUPPORT 
ELEMENT A (NilA BE) 

SPECIAL OPEP~TIONS SUPPORT 
ELEMENT B (BEN LUC) 

SPECIAL OPllRATIOlilS SUPPORT 
ELEMENT e (SONG- GNG DOC) 

sproUL OPERATIONSS')PPORT 
ELEHmT D (l'<HA BE) 

BEAG1fJUMPER UNIT ONE 
'lEAM. 13 . (BINH THllY) 

GROOI4 
')OWNGRAOfDAt $ ViM INTr:RVAt~; 

';EO.4S~b Af'!l:R 12 YE3.RS 

CAP'!' ~.F; FAULK, USN 
DFPUTY PIIUlT "EA LORDS 

. CO;;lIW!PATr'Ofl!' . 
. COHHIVPATFLOT F'l'lE 

CDR H.S. SCHUi"u\!J, ~lSN 
co, VA1.-4 

WDR R" BALLAiiD, USN. 
Ole, VAL-I., DET ALfA 

LeDR ,J. BLJTTRWIELD, USN. 
UTC. VAI~h. D"~T BRAVO 

LT T .A. !'iAsm:, USNF .. 
010:: ~IQBILE SUFPuRT 
TEA.M TIiO 

~NS R" ""()"'~ ') °1")1 . .. .oJ. oJ~J tJ., ll.,.l'f_ 

OIC MOBILE 3UPPO':T 
TEAM T';IO, DET ALFA 

LTJG G. BOHTELL, 'lSI>'R 
Ole MonEE S!lPPORT 
TEAM 'I'W, DET ERA VO 

LTJG J. TODD, usr,p' 
OIC }!CnILE Su&po.tT 
TEAlj '1'>'10, DEl CilAil.LIE 

LTJG S;B.liAZA:W, USNR' 
Ole l-!OBILE SUPI'ORT 
TEAM TJJ, DF:'!' DELTA 

LT,)G (). GOTTEi1UELLEl" 
OlG, BJU 1, TEAI1 13 



j i l . il 

,," i JCJ. Y 

~fJ llu.Y.l 

CTJ 1)6.9.5 

C'lJ J~c.·;I.b 

SuD TE;ll'1 (I' [tdl TII':Y) 

lIr.Lu CiJP[,OHT GRO:!P 
(1m,!! THUY) 

fiJMl S.lT ClPECIAL ZUNE 
::l\'P'f,~ ~ATRUL GROIIP 
(WlA BE) 

fiSSZ nIVSfi PATROL UNIT 
(NflA BE) 

RSSZ J·jCJ1 urnT AI.FA 
(NHA IlE) 

SP"",cTAL OrRRATIm;S 
ur.rr A (NHA BE) 

ClPECIAL UPF.RAnm.s 
IHiIT D (NHA BE) 

iWSZ l~EL0 UNIT A 
(NHA BE) 

',10-2 J .Ii. 1.,JhLJBP'''.G, J3N 
(jIC ":OD TEAH J(J 

CAi'r R. llSCIrtiITli, USN 
co, I!AL-3 

CDR C.J. ',V'AGES, JR, USN 
CutlliSSZIUV PATO RP 

LT T.P. HcGINLEY, USN 
COI1RIVDIV 531 

LT R.H. CHM~PION, USN 
COMI NEDIV 112 

I,'~}G _~. Y .. l:~Y5::;~!, U,S'ij 
OIC SEAL TEAH 
DET ALFA, loth PLATUUN 

LT \-1. GAIWt.ER, USN 
OIC SEl\L TEAh 
DET ALFA, 9th PLATOON 

CDR W.E. SEEIG, USN 
OIC HAL..J, DET T.VO 

• 

, . 

.... . 



~TU 194.11.2 

,:TE 194.4.2.2 

GTE 194.4.2.) 

C'flJ 1~il.4.3 

eTE 1)14.4.).) 

'.\ 

Ii ;;lllAD 

HA·,jt.l ER Il<T,IlDICTIoN nf(l)I)P 
(!U;'I!'-IAr~iJE1l 

iJF.f lI1'Y H:fF.;tIlJ:.'::TICN URUlJP 
C01J HANDE!l/COl-lI1ANDER 1TLAN 
H',1ili DAO r/CTG 212.4 

COM;'lANDEP. :'WS'1'ER.N SSC1'UR 
TRAtI Hill." IJAO (HA TIEN) 

CG 1~1/42/4)/44 (HA TIEN) 

PCF E:LF.MENT (rIA TIEN) 

RIVDIV 532 

COI'iJ.Lo\.NDF:H CENTRAL SECTOR 
'i'RAN HUNG £lAO r 

EIVDIV 535 

RIVDIV ~J.2 

IUVIDV 515 

RIVDIV 551 

RIVDIV 573 

RIVDIV 571 

COHlfANDER EASTERN SECTOR 
TRAN HUNG DAG I 

itAD 132 DET A 

KEM.ER SKI BAME ELEM1'~NT 

RIVPA'TURP 54 

J 

~lA ~..':·'l)!lV /N!\ v lUVt ;jf P i'iA (:'/ 
/,un: {j~, ),hu 
1 ,ianuar'Y 1~1'/0 

LCW LAi1, VNN 

LCDf( ~UE, VNN 

LT 10, VNN 

SEIi 10K OIC 

LT .J.h. fJ[SHOP, IfSN 

L1 D. A. SPAUUY, USt; 

LT !t.R. LEPAK, iTSN 

LT D.A. SPAIJGY, USN 

LT T.F. O'CONNOR, USN 

LT A.R. SMELIEY, USN 

LT G.J. P.LIS, USN 

l~·J.W. LU~SICHi USN' 

SENIOR ,BOAT CAPT 

LTJG AN, VNN 

j,T THINH, \'NN 

" 

';. 
'< ' 



CON~~nENl'IAL 

.l'j.l.I •• S 

:'~; 171,.),.5.1 

,~'l ~: l';!L~.i~.).2 

~T=: 1)4.iJ.:'.3 

~rE l'iiJ.iJ.S.iJ 

'''rr..' 
J,' .' l'}l.I,.).) 

~':';" l''';}l.!~ ,c; J) 

-:;;E 194.1,,5. 'I 

.~TJ 19iJ.iJ.6 

STt.: 19iJ.iJ.6.1 

'~TE 1~4.iJ.b.2 

CTE 19iJ.4.0.3 

CTU 19iJ.iJ.7 

·':;'J.'E 194.4.7.1 

C'JE 19h.4.7.2 

c.:UI'··'11\~:]J";i? H,\ 'i' fEN 
.. )UPl)L~it')' Ui\lT 

CU1·~.'J\M;:cI< BAH lUSH REEF 

LT 11. ~<. ::Ul,I;OLLY. USN 

L1' J. c,;. R.()P~f'" USN 

CE1,','PJ,L L1' G .Ii. STJJR1J 1ST, USN 

E1VlJIV 514 

R.AD 132 

!lAD 152 

LT J.'~. ROPr;n, USrl 

L1' H.D. CO~!NOLLY, USN 

IUVDIV 592 L1' J .R. POE, USN 

C01'lHANDER HELO SUPPORT GROUP LCDR E. F. YAEGEll, USN 

~lAL- '3, DIT 3 LClJlC R.J. BOR ~UIST. USN 

HAL-3, DET 5 LCDR E,F. YAEGER, USN 

H;,L··3, DET 9 LODR R.J. TOUHEY, US)'! 

COr"i'IANDlCH BORDER INTF:RDIC1'ION 
PATROL 1.1' R.J. AURIN, USN 

MSP. BORUER INTElillICTION 

~CF BURDER ELEMENT 

PCF' RIVER ELEMENT 

LT Il.J. AURIN, USN 

SENIOR OlC 

LT R. J. AlJRIl-!, USN 
COMIN!'DIV 113 

SE,::;:OR OIC 



'. 

" 

191..5 

CTU 194.0.1 

CTU 1~4.b,2 

:;TO 194.9 

~'lE 19h.9.0.1 

Chi 1')4.9.1 

CTE 190.9 .. 1.2 

194.').2 

eTr:: 1:t1-i.~.2.1 

~TJ 194.~.3 

'~iE 194.9.3.1 

eTE 194.9.3.2 

NAVl'ORV INAIf AIJVGf!P 
NO'I:F. 05440 
1 'January l~nO 

SEA LOIUlS ,;UAS'f AL 
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