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A letter to the President and People clf\'ietnam from Jen "oone 

V]dj 30, lOOS 

Dear President and People of Vietnam, 

In Janu<!n. 1975. I \\as an inf~mt {iJund in the eha Lon market and taken to the Hoi Due :\nh Orphanage, At this orphanage. dOLens of caretakers dedicated their time and risked theil' li\'cs to Sen'e mine, 

On ,\prill6. J()7S .. .f was cvacuated ti'om Victnam on an Operation Babylift plane and brought 1O the l:nited States, 

On June S. 1975, I \\as adopted and placed into the arms of my new parents at the JFK :\il11orl. '\ew York City, 1 gre\\ up in l\:ew York and \vas raised by a wonderful. loving Lll11i1y, 

Since infancy. my parents hal'e aliI ays taught me about tIle Vietnamese culture and have taught me to be proud of its beauty and its people .. , 

In April. 20U], 1 had the opportunity to travel back to Vietnam with other adoptees, The expcrience \1 as in\'iduuble as I \Vas fInally able to live the stories my parents shared with me since iniilllcy, 1 lias able to \isit the site of my orphanage where I was placed 30 years ago with th~ hopes that a family \\ould tlnd me, 

In June 20C6. I \\ill return to Vietnam. but this time prouldly representing the Vietnamese cOllllllunity as an ambassador to help facilitate closing the divide betl\ecn Vietnam and the C.:nitcd States.., 

Your counli'y prm'ided me Ime and a chance at life, Thank) Ull. 

Sincerely, 
.fen :\oone 
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