
The 49th Military Engi"er Regiment was assigned the f; :al 75 kilomet.ers 

of the line, 65 kilomt ,ers of which passed through thick jungles wld hilly 

terrain. By 27 Februa~y the first telephone call was 'ompleted from the 

Central H1ehlands to : ,noi.15 

Then NVA cow~unic~tions units extended the tele~hone line from 

the Central Highlands j<'ront headquarters to the divis jns and regiments 

in the B,anmethuot area. By 0.500 on 9 Barch the netwo \{ was complete. 

The use of telephone lines 'enableci the North Vietname,-,~ to maintain 

secrecy and gave them an important advantage over the South Vietnamese, 

who in most cases communicated by easily in-;;!'.rcepted radio messages. 

By ,January the ARVN II Corlls command was atF-\re of t.he presenc!' of 

the NVA Jd Division east of Pleiku, the lCth Vi vision to the no~th, the 

95th Regiment to the west, and 19Bth Hegiment to t.he south, and notei that. 

the NVA were building roads and fire-support bases and moving towrd 

Vo Dinh. on Rt. 14 north of Kontum. Concluding that the loth Division 

intended to attack Kontum, IICorps Commander LC Pham Van Phu sent the 

6th, 21st, 22d, 2Jd and 24th Ranger Groups there. His e.ssumption that 

the NVA attack would come at Tet was reinforced when AllVN intelligence 

learned that "the 10th and Jd divisions are celebrating Tet in a.dvance.,,16 

In February the South Vietnamese, noting the sudden appearance of the 968th 

Division and the 26th Regiment, along with a large number of tanks. in tbe 

Pleiku area, shifted the 44th Regiment of the 2Jd Divis\on from Banmethuot 

to Pleiku and its 45th Regiment to Thuan VAn. a district town at the 

intersection of Rt. 14 and a dirt road leading to Cheo Reo, the capital 

of Phu Bon Province. 

The North Vietnamese began a series of ~tversionary attacks intenced 

to lure additional ARVN forces to the northern Central Highlands on 28 Feb­

ruary, when the 9th Regiment of the 96Bth Division att~cked the ARVN 

outpost on Mt. Vuong in northern Kontum. The next day the 19th Regiment 

of the 96Bth Division took the Chot My and Dong Tam outposts on Rt. 19 
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east of Pleiku. The ARVN II Corps command responded by sending the 45th 

Regiment from TLuan 1':31'. to Tb8,nh An on J March and the Joint General Staff 

sent the 7th R2.nger Croup fron 3a,igon to Pleiku. On the same day the NVA 

JZOth Division Bent '1 h,ttaUon to block the dirt road betlreen Thuan I'lI!.n 

and Chao Reo. 

As repo;:tcd by 51 'I'd.!;', (In 4 V.arch the Central Hi.ghlands Front 

Command met and analy"C'd tho situa.tion as foll()wsl "The enemy has bee:'! 

drawn to the northera CCtltr~,J. liighlands. Iarlac is vulnerable. In Ban­

methuot there is only th3 main headquarters of the 2Jd Division. The 53d 
Regiment of tic" divldon har; sent a battalion to reinforce Due Lap, and 

its other tEO b" t.talIl'ns axe c'1nductill[; s,leeping operations. The 8th 

Armored Squadroll ha~; s.··nt a (ic3tach.llent to Duc Lap. The enemy' 5 forces and 
17 defensive nehork are :In dir.a:cyity." T1;'O days lAter the NVA High COGunand 

informed the Central H tghlano,s Fl.'oht Command that U the othel: battlefield" 

are ready to open fire to coordJ,nate Hith the Central Highlands" and '.hat 

"The puppets' principn.l defens1 w concern is still the Quang Tri-Tnua Thien 

area. The AD:borne JJ1vbion 1" still stat,ioned in Military Region 1. The 

puppet III Corps is t.:l.king p:!ecautions against our coming down into the 

lo .. lands and is trying to ret..'l.ke Nt. Ba Den. In the C~ntral Highlands 

they st111 believe tl:3.t the principal concern is the Kontum-Pleiku <lrea. 

The puppet Jol.nt General staff and the CIA share that opinion."lB 

On 5 ~larch the HVA 95th Regiment and 3d Division cut Rt. 19 east and 

west of An Khe. Pham Van Phu responded by sending two regiments of the 

22d Division from Binh Dinh to clear the area east of An KIle and the 2d 

Armored Cavalry Squadron ~T<lS dispatched from Pleiku to rec-pen the road 

west of An Khe. Phu also "t'dered the 4th and 6th Ranger Groups to search 

for the NVA 10th Divic.ion. which had SUddenly dropped out of sight, north­

west of Pleiku. On t.ho same day the NVA 25th Regiment cut Route 21 east 

of Chu Cue and DJ1lbushed a convoy of more than 80 trucks moving toward 

Banmethuot. With the cutting of Rts. 19 and·21 the Central Highlands had 

been isolated from the coast. 
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------------------------------------~ 

Although the North Vietnamese mobiliz,,:.' 10:<' corv:" !.8.bor to 

dig up segments of Rt. 1.4 bet;wen KOil-tlL" and ,'J elY, ',:,:..1" U",y w,x:e 

blocking routes 19 and 21, the )20th Divis!o!', 'iL "'i,n 1;:,,--,y of which llaS 

deployed f1 ve kilometers Hest of Rt. 14 beh;,., n Y:' "J i,',' , .. jj' and 8;-.1.\ Xe. 

" l;an ord~rcd to a.void conta.:t. Acco.1:"dinG tc Jj!.G.n ~ ,. -'. ::"'>~.;~ 'Uiv,:s~-/;n h"Ot;~d. 

cut Rt. II} by t--,king TIman Nan at thn ":.".12 t;; ':; },' 

attacked. But an lncident on 5 l:Dxch icj",co"t,,- ,':(1 ... <~[-d. 

trucks on Rt. 14 south of Thuan Ean and Cf'.:?tll":c'd : .. ''i.tir,., .:'y 

Lieutenant. The )20th Division r8porto;.l to '.L:! ,;'" ,.~ COL ",] th?t the 

South Viirt:12:.ne~e bad Just sent a. ba. tt,D.li.,~'n o!" "l·h;::; .-< ~~ H(·-,-;:',.: .::11t to ~l'~J,i..l.::tn 

traffic Oil :::t. 14, perhaps intend:i.ng to sra.d·~·-'\ll..} ',;"_'_~l~ "" J~5th rl~iC) __ i<1911t 

to the be .. !';J:1Sthuot area. The d1,v~d~ion rc~q'Jest·.:i r< ;_3~d.o~.~ -to blot.::k Hto l!;', 

I:.ttack Th,1an Han, and flipe out the 45th h('gil~L:~lt 1. ',,'.l,Hv:' n,y,! rei ;:forcing 

the montagnaxd l\ee;ional J<'orce ga..T'J:ison. lihen E,l1 i', ::,);''.''Civt5.on of the 

captured AR,1{ Lieutenant showed that t.he II corp ~':'~,L!,j, ir. :.;eadcd to 

send recruits to f1.11 (lEt the units in l'leiku, 2,nc,~<·t sr,::" tc'':00Fi:' t.e 

Banmethuot, Van Tien Dung ordered the J20th DivL:;ic, to ccw:;lnue to avoid 

contact.19 

On the same day, a North Vietn'imese artHl(!)::, Qt'tavbcc"mt (In a 

reconnaissance mission clashed with an J.RVN un! t n('1I:th of LU1!lethu:)t. 

One badly ,;ounded North Vietnamese cadre, w:l.th a dL:cy in U.s pOSscsGl.on. 

1I&S captured. The. follOwing day the Central Hir,hb,'.QS Front Gomma.tld h'aS 

informed that the Jd Battalion of the 5Jd Regirlent, iCon a.rm():~r:)d deta.chment, 

and a Regional Force battalion had been sent to the h::wllet of Quang l1hieu, 

i(. The Central Highlands Front Command incorrectly c,,5mmleu th'1t ARVl' 
intelligence h<.J.d lost track of the )20th DiviS).":!' In f"et, tho South 
Vietnamese had been aware all along t},,",t tha )2C:Lh Divi:7~t)n had "taken 
up ambush posi t:tons str;:;.ddling the road" between Plei..k;u en.d Ba1l.!nethuot 
(NYT, 20 February 1975). General Pbu, hO\;eWlr, incorrectly assumed that 
1 ts llI1ssion would be to 1Rol"t,f) Pleikll. 
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n kL'.'.· ,'+;('c:.; ).ortheJf.'; of Banmethuot. The units of t' 3 J20th Division 

K;,r(; (' .. lr;:cci. to conti, 10 to avoid contact. The Front Command, fearing 

tha.t :If the f..B.VN unitt. continued their searching opex; t10n5 until 8 I-'.arch 

pl'0F'· :'. :",-,n,:; Fo::: the::ta.ck on Banmethuot from the no~ !;h would be 

jCOI",,'c':I, :'.'If'o:::mcd the J20th Division that if by tl , aftsrnoon of '.;he 

:('oJ.l· ":; d: y:.h0 A.RVN ',m1ts b.d not returned to banm,. thuot 1 t .,-as. to 

<,tt"., . 'he C't'· Xu ou'l:f>Jf.,t on Rt. 14 17 m.iles north of juon Ho to draw the 

'1 ",-Lat direction, tbus allodr.g the NVA mits in the Quang 

m1icl: ~-:~c:\ t:\ C:,)lTtinu~? tholr preparations. If' the Ai. 'N force continued 

its o; .. ::atic'·; around QU3.ng Nhieu on 7 Hareh, the next morning the JZOth 

))iv:1 ~::. " l"V' i.e, to.ke 1'hll3.n Han and draw ARV:: attention there, 

On 7 ,.~ch unit.s of the J2~th Division took the montagnard Regicnal. 

Force cutp:>.:;'. I't Ghu Xe, but the ARVii units were not withdre.lm fron 

Q,Uc'l.r,:; Lhirm, 'The fol) oHing morning other units of the J20th assaulted 

and 1",,,,,, Th;""" l-:3.n after an hour of heavy artillery shelling. The AitVN 

II Coc.f!"l con;~"nd responded by wlthdra,d.ns the Jd Battalion of the 5;d 
Regbr"ttt and ,:upp::Jrting u11its from Quang Nhie1.1 to Banmethuot. The 21st 

Rangc<:.'.' Gro'.:p F~8 moved hy helicopter from Kontum to Buon Ho, on fit. 14 

40 k:iJ.pi'wtcn: n,,:cth of Banmethuot, to prepare to reopen the road. 

At 0710 on the morning of 9 Na.rch two regiments of the NVA 10th 

D:l.vifi,,'m bG€711 v. lO,ClOO-round artillery shelling of Duc Lap, then followed 

"lith ,.'1 lnfalltry assault that was tlupported by the olose-up direct dire 

of th', rapid-fire guns of the 2)4th Anti-Aircraft Regiment. Within 

hours the NVA mastered Due Lap and the nearby outposts at Dac Soong and 

Nui LIn. BarLfllctbuot ;/3.S now completely isolated. Van Tien Dung concluded 

that" Victory now belonged to us. lIow, even if the enemy were certain ue 

tloul.d attack Banmethvot it was too late ... our battlefield position had [.3en 

set and nothiu.;; could break it.,,20 At 1900 the Front Command oontaoted 

its units by telephone. All reported that they were ready and in position. 
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At 1130 on 9 !':arch the 1I (':. 

convened a meeting at his he"d,]u;cc';" " jfl:"}';lku ,·,hieh ,!as attended by 

BG Le Trung Tuong, comwmder of t,"' c",' l1j', .:.,'ion; Col. Phar,] Duy Tat, 

a Ca ttJolic from Quang 131nh P £'\~ "I ~;; .-' .. ' • • -r·,~.Gt:1i:~-1~lc' comma.nder of Hili:tary 

Region II Ranger unite; EG H" '., ';:,J,nder of thE.> 6th Ai,),' D1 vision; 

and the sector cormand(;J:'s a t 1<~ ,-, j 

Van Cam, deputy comma.nder of J:~~ C,-

li),lot. According to BG 'Iran 

i.' . >;':!l(;.j, "tL13 meeting by exprc~­

, . -~.:: () bout. to. laun.ch a major ning his wHef that the l:orth 'r.' 
attack in the Central Hlc;blar.:' 

debate on where the Nort.h Vi(,~"C;, 

" I' ":.-'H :; '~.J;:~'i)d.," :reported Cam, U So long 

. , .~. G, strengthening the defenses of )',:J­

mission to send the 45th i:(eg5.'.:·),t, 

inunediatcly. Gen. Phu, insist>,; ,\1', .,:,.t,,: }:he-.:c the Horth Viet.-

namese attacked first their m,d), e,",' ,':,," 

confidence that if the Jl8cd 1""":00 ",",:;:' 

B nmcthuot i ~. e ,,21 (II f' ct " .. a , n .l.m. ,1 "a _" " 

take four days to move the 45th Rr.' 

envisioned by Phu.) Later in tilE) (; 

Col. Vu The Quane. Deputy C017,:'c:J'cjC" 

:-Tt. t~'l :~i).li.i:;ethllct, not the one day 

, '".'! to B8,::r.:et.huot to meet !i.ith 

=< /t Division r 

* 
who liaS placed 

in command of all ARVN forces in i. t" \C Pl.': '.'lr.c0. 

During the night of 9 Lerch "' •. : NV,'" ("ent.:::-",l Highlands Front Command 

awai ted .. H-Hour" in a .. very tCilS,,=,r There was much concern tr~t 

some units would not arri ve at th<o f, :,~r:i ;1", c,t:eas in tlme. Once the fight­

ing began, some units would h".ve t" ""i"ve1 ;,'l far as 40 kilometers to 

reach Banmethuot, while other unit:; ;.::,\\ld ):~ve t,o C1:'OSS the Srepoc River. 
v' 

There was a real possibility that L.:'iil tm:U!3 condu.cting sweeping opeations 

around the city might intercq)i; so;:,:) e,f tht: NVA units and upset the plan 

timeta ble .22 

* North Vietnamese sources say nothi.~G ab:mt Banmethuot being placed on 
alert, but according to Abiul M,,:,,;, an Indl,'ln national who ,survived the 
Banmethuot attack, at 1900 a lo\:,L,)<);).keJ.' truck of the Information Service 
announced a,2300 curfew. At midnJ.[,'lt, h? reported, "paramilitary forces 
took up ambush positions on the r:'J.in streets." (TIEN PHONG, No. 38, 1977) 
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At O:o')J (S()J.gor time) on 10 March the medium-r: 1ge gullS of the 

NVA '>5;.h .' c' ':.llcry I,. 6iment b-~gan to shell Phung Duc tirfield, City 

.," camp of the 8th Armored StJ.uadron, the ',ai Hac De ~1!.pply 

dCjl ... ::.. ?" 1 D' ·/;1.:,ion hC):ltiqlk1.rters. and Sector headquarters. Whother by 

ac~·> '.,.~ c,'- 0()siCll, (,ne of the first salvoes score a. direct hit on 

ths j '.:.1J.:~:, ., VJ?,f,r pJ.nnt, plunging the city into dal" !less. Within 

p;l.t:l)<·., Ai",.. "Tt.illcry flares here i1.1.11'1inating the cJ.ty. The North 

Viet·,:,,,::( . ,'.Hery [:ire, which tlOuld continue intermittently unUl 

O,?O(), ,",g :" ::3.8d Mth to support the sapper.s of the 19Bth Sapper 

Rcgj· " ,', b'" ... ':'ng Cj.t,Y Field, PhunC; Due Airfield, and the I';ai Hac De 

dr;p,,·~, L:ocl '~", - :,;.,::,).e the co.rnoo.t engineers to te.ke advantage of the noise 

to , .. ;'::: or; ': ,<'.ooione; to open the assilult roads. The engineers near 

Tho 'Ii. :.nh ';.' ..... ,,' itJvan·:~:,ze of the artlll0:CY explosions to bla.st the rock 

eJll t; ,:' b.~r: I:: 0:1.' t.he <,repoc so that the ferries could load vehicles. 

Undcc' 10118 cover of the early-morning artillery barrage, sapl'ers 

eme,:~;'-:,ci. fro,' " n0ighboring rubber plantation and blasted their way 

throt'.'.h th'.' i,.:rin:eter fence of City Field. The AllVN commando conpany 

defeEd:."':; tl::. }.anding strip withdrew to the operations center area in 

the mn·L]-,;::c.<· (!m:ner and took up defensive positions. North Vietnamese 

acco\:!,,·ts prov.i.de few details of the sapper assault on ARVN defenses at 

PhunG Due Alrficld, but admit that "the enemy counterattacked very fiercely.,,23 

At tho c~me time, a company of sappers under the command of Capt. 

TruonG Cong Trinh assaul.ted the Nai H~,c De depot on the southwestern 

edge of town. The depot, which sprawled over an area of 1.4 square kilo­

me tel:" , tP'.s sllt'rounded by nine rows of barbf>d wire and two :::heet metal 

l'enees. The lC'ad platoon. led by Sgt. 'l'ran Van Due., breeched the first 

sheetmetal fence and ran toward the second. In the pitch darkness, 20 

of the sappers slipped into a deep trench between the two fences. Mir­

aculously, none of them l~S injured by the sharpened bamboo stakes on the 
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bottom of the trench. "few minutes later several jeep oe,ds of AHVH 

soldiers on a perimete patrol passed by. Pvt. Trieu K:Lm Thanh, a new 

sapper on his first COl"bat mission, fell victim to te!;" tation and sprayed 

the last 5eep with hi~ AK-47 assault rifle, killing it· occupants. The 

other jeeps sped off. Company Zxecutt ve Officer rao D' y Hung placed 

llangalore torpedoes WIder the barbed tlire fences, opem.ng a breech for 

the rest of the company. The small AR'iN garrison con' .atrated in the 

barracks,are>.a., cent:t'ed around a two-story blockhouse.: f 

At 2Jd Division Headquarters, Col. Vu The Quang, having receivcd 

reports of the scattered sappe>x attacks and .('elatively light shelling, 

concluded ttv~t "The Viet Cong are only carryir~ out a diversionary attack. 

They want to pin our forces dOlffi in Banmethuot. 1:;0 that they can easily 

take Duc Lap, and also want us to send the 44th and 45th regiments b3.ck 

to Banmethuot so that they can attack Pleiku-Kontum." His only redeploy­

ment was to shift the 21st Ranger Group, in commandeered civilian vehicles, 

from Buon Ho to the village of Dat 1y 10 kilometers north of the city.25 

The first North Vietnamese tanks entered the battle for Banmethuot 

at about 04)0, when a company of five tanks moved south on Phan Chu Trinh 

street tOh~d the Nga Sau intersection just south of the southern tip of 

City Field. The intersection, a traffic circle where.three major streets 

crossed, was defended by a montagnard Regional Force battalion and by 

police ~~its. When the tanks neare>d the intersection they came under 

hea vy fire {rom ARVN positions a top multistory buildings and in bunkers. 

Two of the tanks, having outdistanced the infantry, were knocked out. 

Shortly before 0500 the remaining tanks were ordered to City Field to 

assist the stalemated sappers. There the tanks fired into ARVN positions 

on the water tower, on the radar antenn:'.1 tower, and at the MP post. 

Despite the NVA tanks, the ARVN defenders managed to hold out at City 

Field until mld-afternoon. 26 
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At 0600 ARVN Re,lonal Force defenders were driVf \ from two hills -_ 

Chu Ebua, 3.5 Idlomet, 's northwest of Barunethuot and Ch" Dluc, 3.5 rdle . 

meters southeast of ttJ town -- by elements of the )leth Div~sion, which 

gave the North Vietnarse excellent artillery observa+'.on posts. Tal'k-l"d 

infantry colurr.ns entered Ban.'llethuot from the northwest north, southwest, 

and southeast. By noon of 10 March the NVA would hav( brought into 

&.nmethuot the 3l6th D_ vision, the 951. Regiment, the ~Jd Armored llegiment, 

the 19Bth Sapper Regiment, and numerous anti-aircraft and other supporting 

units. 

While the NVA sappers were attacid)15 their objectiv::s, the 2d Bat­

talion of the l48th Regiment, 3l6th Division quietly took up posit3.ons 

in ... cemetery outside the perimeter of the 8th Armored Cavalry Squadron 

base camp on the western edge of the city. According to plan, the 

battalion would assault the armored camp after it was shelleel. by NVA heavy 

artillery later in the morning. But at 0500 the battalion's posHion wa'" 

discovered. The ARVN garrison immediately saturated the area, inflicting 

"a nu.llber of casualties" on the North Vietnamese, 1:ho haG-n't had t.ime t.o 

dig in. The ARVN sent several armored personnel carriers, followed by 

several squads of infantry, on a sortie to repulse the North Vietnamese. 

That counterattack and three others were repulsed. At 0700 North Viet­

namese heavy artillery began to heavily shell the armored camp and the 

nearby artillery base. Despite the.,heavy artillery shelling, the ARVN 

garrison continued to turn back the NVA assaults. Around noon NVA tanks 

appeared on the scene. Platoon Leader Nguyen Quang Trung was informed 

by a battalion runner that he had been named company commander and was 

ordered to lead the 2d Company in an assatut against the artillery base. 

Trung, we are told, "realized that something had happened in the r~3r of 

the company's formation." Supported by the tanks, the NVA overcame 

strong resistance and within an hour had taken both camps. The 4th and 5th 

ba ttalions of the l48th Regiments then moved east along Phan Boi Chau st. 

By 1700 the regiment controlled the northern sector of the city, from the 

armored-artillery area to the Nga Sau intersectlon. 27 
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The Mai Hac De lepot was also suhjc:r::t.cd to h"""' .. artillery fire 

between 0700 and 07)0. NVA tanks then advc.ne,,,', lnto tt,e depot. complex 

from the north and we: '~. Despite the NVA tilnb, the ".\VN garrison 

managed to hold on to the eastern part 0: t::o ,":""ot u ';:U past noon. 

At about lJO() ARVN a:ctilln'y began to f1):(. in": th, d ,'oL DurinG the after­

noon an ARVN counterat.tack from th, east ""f'; ).'.')'.,l:;e,) 

When the heavy arti~lery bal.'n,ge u,u,;ic\:,j, c.t " ,:iLlt 0730, a North 

Vietnamese infantry battalion emerged f:c0i'; a c;c:Cfee pl,:cntatioll j,lst south 

of Ci ty ~'ield on the eastern edge (\1' the d ty ' .. nd ad \'V,nc:,d t.o;;ard pro­

vincial headquarters, which had been heavily d"':, 'Zed ';,1lcin!; tho b?rrage, 

and the adjacent provincial rlil1 t..'~y hearl.c:.lt7.r.t ,>;; (""'il'tO.:). The NYA 

assault .-as stopped shortl "We an.l the en;?;}y r";'--,h-i; for. (,very holA.'3c and 
28 every street corner." VNAF fichter-bo';),,:rr; t·':_,;i:,,;d and. strafed 'i;he NVA 

positions. Stymied at the provincia.l hC0.clqua.rl"-'::,-;::, th3 ,IVA batta.lion 

shifted its attack to the nearby sector be:<clqlli".'bcrs. There, t.oo, it 

encountered stiff resistance I n Enemy t.roops clm;L0l'8d in bunkers fOUGht 

back fiercely. M60 machineguns spewed out bullet,; t.o fo:::'m a not of fire 

stopping our troops." The commander of the NVA COT<lpany leading the assault 

was wounded and the NVA situation became "\'(~ry urGent." 29 

Meanwhile, the 4th Battalion, 24th Regin8nt, 10th Division, moved 

toward its 0 bjecti ve, the 2Jd Division he<ldquarters. The artHlery barrn;e 

had blownapa.rt a segment of the perimeter fene,', The assault. bat,talion 

took the first bunker, but the ARVN defenders" fired b3.ck furiously" and 

"tanks and armored vehicles came from many directions to close off the 

breech." The North Vietnamese launched a second a£.sauJ. t on the 2Jd Di visiol1 

headquarters. but Here again unsuccessful. By nightfall the NVA ferces, 

strengthened by the arrival of the southwest col~~, which had taken the 

comrnunica stions center west of the headquarters, l-1ere in control of most 
-'0 key positions around the headquarters compound.~ 
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Thus at the enc of the first day the Iwrth Vietrdmese had taken 

the armored and artilJ c,ry base camps, City Field, _~. the northern part 

of the city, and the l> .i Hac De area. But the ARVN st '.il held 23d Division 

headquarters, Sector ~eadquarters, the central part 01 the city -- includ-

ing the Nga Sau area and the 45th Regiment base car ) and Phung Due 

Airfield on the easter;' outskirts. 

In the morning of the 10th Vu The Quang had s~ .t two battalions 

of the 5}1 Regiment and a detac[~8nt of the 8th Armored Squadron to 

~ounterattack to the west and north. "Those regula.rs," admitted a North 

Vietnamese observer, "fought very stubbornlYl one assault followed another, 

and on all sectors of the ba ttl(~field th(oXe was fierce fighting." 31 Another 

North Vietnamese participant r.oteci the resistance put up by the AhVN 

defenders I "After a period of confusion the er.emy aHoke and fired ]JXo­

f11sely in all directions, firing into our formations from defensive 

positions, strong pOints, streetcoTlIers, and buildings. They stopped our 

columns with direct fire and arched fire, by armored vehicles and tanks, 

and even by infantry assaults. Th0re was hand-to-hand fighting at !;ome 

points in the City." 32 Due to the heavy North Vietnamese antiaircraft 

fire, not a single South Vietnamese helicopter could land in the city. 

In the afternoon the 21st Ranger Group, which had been sent to Phung Due 

Airfield early in the morning, ~:as ordered to fight its .JaY into the city)3 

At 0630 on the following morning the NVA tanks a.t City Field lIere 

sent to help other tank units, the 95A Regiment, and the 148th Regiment 

clear up ARVl< resistance in the IIga Sau intersection area, where the South 

Vietnamese had established strong defensive positions during the night. 

The ARVN had established strong positions at the Radio Banmethuot compound, 

the Thang Long Theater, and around the cathedral, but the ~enter of their 

resistance was the four-story, reinforced concrete Anh Dao Hotel. After 

firing many B40 RPG and recoilless rifle rounds into the hotel, NVA 

infantry entered the hotel, killing 12 and capturing four. J4 By about 1030 
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the last pockets ,of Ai "T;l resistance in the Nga Sau are; had been cleaned 

up. 

At 0730 the Nort Vietnamese unleashed a massiv. heavy artillery 

tarrage on the 23d Division heac'.9.uart~s compound. TI '.rty min!ltes earlier 

a VNAF fighter-bomber, llaking a very low pass oVt'X th" headquarter:;;, had 

released its bombs too socn and scored th-o direct hit on the division 

opera.t1~ms center. After the ax'tUlery barrage was J fted the NVA assa.ult 

battalion blasted its way through the layers of conce_tina wire and 

entered the headquarters compound, An artillery round r.ad hit the gasoline 

dump, which was burning furiously. The fir" ras spreading within the 

compound and the s1 tuation WJ.s be(~omminG" very complicated." The AltVN 

garrison, deepi te the artillery barrage a,nd the loss of the division 

operations center, continued to put up stiff resisu.nce. 

At 1130 the North Vietnamese intercepted a radio message from the 

21st Ranger Groupa "The Group headquarters, 23d Reconnaissance Company, 

alld artillery are now in a very tense situation. Darlac Sector head­

quarters has been lost and 23d Division headquarters r~s been lost. The 

rear area base of the 21st Ranger Group has also been 10st ••• The 72d and 96th 

battalions are now behind Sector headquarters. There are many VC tanks 

there, SO we can do nothing. The 21st Hanger Group is powerlus and cannot 

save the 23d Division headquarters. The Group is almost out of aw~unition. 

We ha va only ttro artUlery pieces left and 100 rounds. If" we do not rec~i va 

supplies lie 11111 be in great danger." 35 

Supported by tanks, the NVA force assaulting 23d Division head­

quarters knocked out the ARVN bunkers one by one, in some cases crushing 

them under the tank treads. By noon the North Vietnamese had taken the 

entire headquarters compound. Vu The Quang, Deputy Commander of the 23d 

Division, and Col. Nguyen Cong Lua.t, Darlac Province Chief, were captured. 
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After taking tL ?J:1 Di visl.on hea'lquarters the N rth Vietnamese 

Wlits concentrated on ,opping U7 the remainlng pockets of =esistance, 

especially in the cent"B.I market C.rea. by early after Jon the NVA had. 

won co;nplete control (, th'e city. A battalion of the "3d liegiment, inclwi­

ing the ree;i!1'ental cO".rn·J)·,(".e~,:, C'ontir.1l6d t.o hold out at the 5Jd Regiment 

base camp in t.he so,!th(:a:oc,nrn (ll:tskirts. The small AH'IN garrison at 

Phung Duc A!.rfield Nould (;ontlnuC' t.o hold out for mar, than a week. The 

district .. seats of Imn Don, Lac Tbi.cill, and };uon Ho wer' taken on the 12th, 

13th, and 14th. 

On 14 l'arch ho G2,ttaUons of the AHViI 45th Hegiment, 2Jd Division, 

which bad bssn helilifted fro'll Ple:Um t.o ;'\lon tio on the 11th, were landed. 

near the village of Nong Tr'li. on lit. 21 bst>re'ln Ban'llethuot and Phuoc An, 

a distrl.ct seat about 35 kUomet.e1:S to the east. On the morning of 15 Nareh 

elements of t.he NVA 10th Di vir,ion, rr,oving east along lit. 21, encountered 

an ARVN blocking force a,t, Bridge 2. Having just been landed there by 

helicopter, h~.d!l·t had tin:G to dig defensl.ve works and had no tanks Dr 

artillery, but. succeoclecl in delaying the far superior NVA force for a full 

day. At 0900 the next morning the tank-led NVA force continued its advance' 

along Rt. 21. When it rC'ached tl":c brl.dge near Nong Trai a company .of the 

45th Regiment stoPl,ed the North Vietnamese advance with ant.i-tank weapons, 

recoilless rifles, and flamethroHf'rs. NVA artillery began a heavy bombard­

ment of the Nang Trai area. Then tank-led columns advanced on Nong Trai 

from the south .. est and north\lcst against" fierce resistance." At 1130 the 

two NVA columns linked up in the middle of the village. J6 

After taking Nong T1'a1 the NVA force, equivalent to nearly two 

divisions, spen on to}~rd Phuoc An, where the ~~th Hegiment of the 2Jd 

Division and a field headquarters of the 2Jd Division were landed during 

the 15th. At Phuoc An the 44th HeG tffi'lnt al1d remnants of the 45th and 

5Jd regiments and the 21st Hanger Group, along with the 269th and 262nd 

Regional Force battalions, took up defensive positions. At 1600 on the 16th 
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Phuoc An was attacked from the west and south. The next day the rodly 

mauled ARVN un.tts withdrew to Chu Cue west of Phuoc An on Rt. 21. with 

VNAF fighter-bombers knocking out several bridges on Rt. 21 as the 

column withdrell. The NVA force attacked Chu Cue and routed the 2:3d Division 

remnants on the 18th. MG Le Trung Tuong, corruuander of the 2:3d Division, 

"'as seriously wounded when his helicopter was shot down by l;V;" anti­

aircraft fire near Phuoc An on 16 r~ch.37 

The liithdral;al from the Central :lighlands 

Si Tam s=ized the strategic d;l'mma. of Pr""sident Thieu and the 

South Vietna,mese Joint General Staff after U.e fall of Ban:r.ethuot an 

.. Could he send in the Airborne D1 vision from Quang Jiam-Danang? 

No~ The combat region in Nllitary Region I was becoming increasingly 

hot. Send some Ranger groups from Saigon? No! The cities of Tay Hinh 

and Binh Long were being threatened and another threat was being pOSGd 

by the 'main-force VC regiments' which were quietly moving down into Long 

Khanh, Phuoc Tuy and Binh Tuy provinces bordering on the Saigon-Gia Dinh 

area. Send one of the three divisions in the Mekong Delta to replace the 

Rangers guarding Saigon, then send the Rangers to launch an operation to 

retake Banmethuot? That was also impossible, for although we had few 

main-force troops in Military Region IV the rural areas of tr~t large and 
<8 highly populated area were not quiet." ~ 

On 13 March the Politburo and the Central Military Commission 

sent the following analysis to the Central Highlands F'ront Command" 

"1m case the enemy loses a large part of his manpower and loses the 

city of Banmethuot and many district towns and subsectors, and if the 

strategic interdiction of Rt. 19 is carried out well, it is possible that 

the enemy will concentrate their remaining forces in the Central Highlands 
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at Pleil:u. :'.1 .':;m;t alf30 consider the possibility that they '1ill have to 

carry out a c;t:"d;cC;ic ;:itbdrawdl. 

Pleiku and fe.he good preparations 

uali tic"." 39 

Therefore, we must immediately surround 

to annihilate the enemy in both event-

On tl,,; ,',,[,lO d:::;-, Pro;;J.dc"t Thlcu ordered LG ligo Quang Truong, the 

I Corp" C,)::;:" k' (,:, t CI c'.;'mUy draft '" plan to withdraw all I Corps troops 

to the ])',mtr'L : ,',·ct. On t.he ll.tth Thleu, accompanied by Chief of Staf'f 

Cao Van .V;,.Gtf, ["::',,,;i,')' 'tjO',tn Thien Khiem, and military aide Dang Van Quang, 

H8nt t.o Com i: ,,11 to c;);lfer "ith Gen. Phu and key members of his staff. 

Phu' s rcquec;, fC',c reinforcen:'.'nts to ret.ake Banmethuot was refused. Instead, 

Thiel! order:::,) hin to l;':,:hd:r.aw all regular forces from Pleiku and Kontum, 

to defG:l tJ:'. c',: "'t2J. F·,~vinces ~.nd prel'~re to retake Barunethuot during the 

rainy SCE-.Gon, 

The fL,:'!; phne of the withdral,nl >laS to begin the following morn­

ing -- only )6 hoves "fter the meeting at Cam Ranh--wi th the main force 

settinG out (;;1 tho 16th. The entire ops'ration was to be completed wi thin 

three d,~,)p::;. 1'0 n,sm,rrc su.rpri S~ t the II Corps staff wa3 t'o spread the rumor.' 

that II Corp'"' \'::5 launching an operation to retake Banmethuot. All rr.ove­

ments by air 0)' lond w)ltld have to appear to be deployments for the 1an­

methuot operd::,:}n. Th8 Ilithdra;;n.l was to he carried cut along Route 7;;, 

eo little used, unpaved road which ran from the My Thach intersection 

south of Ploikl! to Chao Reo, ca1'i hl of Ph~ Bon province, and thence 

southeast thrcmzh the district towns of Phu Tuc and Cung Son, to its 

terminus at 'l'uy Hoa on the coast. 40 

A "high-ranking officer." who had participated in planning the 

wi thdraHal and >lho waf< captured on 18. Barch at Cheo Reo, gave his tlVA 

interroe;a tors the fol101dng account. 

"When >Ie first heard the urgent order we were terrified, but later 

we were confl.dent. General Phu relayed President Thieu's instruction I 
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• Compete 1n ,-:;:' ~ ~,' i!iaV .[ :;'~-,d. and r~ake good use of time. de must cleverl: 

cieceive th-: ~;,,' <""'"ist:, \'Ie are traveling by vehicles and they are 

triweUng by i'" '. " bdievcd that, and began to w_ .. hdraw on the 15th. 

On the 15Lh (:::' :'th (, C:l.)'ried out the plan exactly, " if we were carrying 

(Jut a maj;'J:' t" :0'.'1'1,-,::' 'it, to ;r(.t:,'Ke Banmetr.uot. Hel, !opt-ers took the 45th 

RE'clmmt ;',';(1, 1 :,j,e],,], :,:.j'l,p.x'taG of the 23d Divisi"n to Phuoc An. the; 

last dis'c;::ic:,~' ," l:e [')-:) 5.n j),,~·lac. At that time, n the Phuoc An 

area we·'D.Jxo L.·1 ~L.'.:: Ij'.'J::,~'~ :::legin.ellt, the 21st Ranger ( .oup, and a nUlllber 

of ReGion,'J, YO"'" ur:J.L, ',;i1ich formed a rather strong force about 30 kilo~ 

m.eters erst of':'"e-Li,,:,yt,. i<1eamri1ile, our infantry, armored, and artillery 

units fro!!, 1"on' ", c:lld ':',' c';JJm foj.l,(lwed fit. 14 to By Thaeh intersectien and 

:iith th3.t koop dcployment we thought th'lt 

you would Lwc ",-" GU:u:,: ::<:ainst otlY.' :cetaking the Thuan Man and l:Iuon Ho 

district 'f";,:,,,, i',\ the" :':'cc1'methu:)t. Until the morning of the 17th we were 

unworried, cQn\<,·c;,x1 tl "t He h?cl tricked you and tied do,m your'divisions 

arotU1d Ba'ln,ctbu"":" ;),nd ':"~'lt therefcre our withdrawal IlOIl."ld be smooth and 

Wh(m asl,c1, "SUl'l)(Jcing tbClt you had succeeded in withdrawing along 

Route 7 to Phu Yen, wll."t do you think would have been the fate of the 

2Jd Divisbn rf'i':; 'ients Dncl t.he 21st Ranger Group positioned at Phuoc An 

to keep u" in l:<.".:lwtbuot?" the" h:\.eh-ranking officer" replied I 

"I thouC;ht- tlnt tho 2:31 Division would receive very strong air 

support a.nd cou',d hold out at Phuoc An At least until the 18th. The ruse 

was intended to I::,ep you tied dONn in bamnethuot and allow us to withdraw 

,via Rt. 7. Al>lo, ue could thus a.ssemble the remnants of the units routed 

at Barunethuot. After tbat the 23d Division would rapidly withdraw along 

Rt. 2l t.o Kh'lnh lJ,wng and Khanh Hoa. When drafting the plan we calculated 

that you ,;ouldn't lea:m of our intent10n until 18 March, by which time it 

would be too late, for both the colum."l on Rt. 7 and that on Rt. 2l would 

ha ve escaped." 4J. 
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On the morning f 1.',3 15th, '!"'.~'." " c t1'0 II Corp<; staff was flown 

to Nha. Trang, The 44t, iic:;ircc,nt :".d t ',:'1<.1 h·.:Hl<J.lJartel~s of the 23d 

Division were helilift"d to Phu00 iCl. ' '.' "ltld~'3.1d.n[ forces were divided 

into three grOUPSI tl _ fL·;:.; t, l' ;'. , •. 

regiment, and a co;r,bQ.t, en:::;.fL":-;:t' ~i.·' 

Cheo Reo and improving tln r,,·;d 1 

the W+8-!!quiI'?ed 21st Ax: .. c··d j((~, 

panies, and a numb"r of m1.· .. c;.2D"J"s 

of three Ranger Groups, O.i'l ;'.rI~C:!·C" :"'" 

Long convoys bogan "lQ lory, '\ '.' ?J .~. 

but the full-scale evacuo;LIol1 die' l!·,t 

eyeni tness, '''1'he order hact eo,',,, t" ,,,x'· 

Pleikl1 City, Big cxplosion3 fol"l. [ ... "j 

smoke rose up from the fit',,'" sot Co Cf L,; 

".:1 c",,: rr,j.ss :,)1 of defending 

. ,', l( ': 2.'1.d, TIIY Loa, The second 

r:··'.c,_~\·;; t}n.'Ct actillery battalicns, 

'.~.;,~. 1'h;:: thh~d group consisted 

. " :1':'\ tbe rerL~,1ning artillery.l'2 

.; '.' tc.; :<'tsrnoQn of 16 i'larch, 

'" U1,:' \.l. ;::1)00, A coo:rding to an 

.~:- he.- f' j.'_::1un]:,;~ion depots if' 

; t,,;: o ",',!" • Then columns of black 

:.1-;;:_ ex~ ;lo:::.tons of fuel tanks ," 43 

Several dozen airplanes nhich co;,',,-,_ lie' ., :Cler,':, out boc",use of a lack of 

spare parts were destroyed_ <\'(, eu .i:?,',h ,'" ;"",re', ""tfe nea.t' Plelku. * Although 

the civilian population ,;':;5 not c!.i'5 e::,·.'! ;.' J.r;fcc':"3d of the evacuation, the 

word soon spread and hundxc.ds of c:i.v.U r
"., v8hicl8'3 joined the procession, 

According to Van T1,'n Dun,',';, the, C ';1.1";.1 Ei_Ghlands Front Command 

picked up information from Hestel'!l l~ad,:.', ,.,t;> tior;s "hlch helped it analyze 

ARVN intentions in the Central Hi.r;lJ.8.J:C:" , su.ch as a news item that the 

* According to a fll'T artiel" K!.'i t'-:~n J:!·.t ?.ftsr th3 fall of South Yj,et!'lam, 
"Pleiku air base was abandoned I:D Pl'c;(.:~,=,ti.o\;,;ly that ceveral dozen planes 
and helicopters were left intat>t- f 21(:2'::~ vtth e:<pensive l.'F.\-da.r and communi­
cations faCilities ," (!iYT i!;l.ga::'.!L', 2.';' ;:'l,y 1975), but accord.i.ng to a N~rth 
Vietnamese war correspon,:cnt ,,)0') vi~;}.tcd. Pleiku soon af'ter the wi thdra;,-a.l, 
"At Cu Hanh Air Force BaSE> H;' a-" n,r';', 2·"'" only the ;;xecl<age of a Cl:30 
transport plane and a fo', he].'.!'n~'~,'JrE: t.h".t h".d been destroyed, HO we 

assumed thc.t the enemv h:Ld tn_ll":lSr .. c! !>cost of the other airplanes else­
where before the Liber~tion Ar:.,y a.ttack,:d Plciku, But then we saw that the 
number of airplanes desttoyed by thE" ('(,omy in the revetments totalled at 
least 70, including A:37 jets, Al:G'H, C130's, C147's, 119's, OVIO's, etc. 
100 communications equipment they destroyed w:: s strewn aro\:Llld the rwnray," 
(QDND, 28 April 1975) 11-28 



,,-I; fror.! Pleiku to Saigon had jr lped to 40,000 

pinst.ors. l,t }:':' On (, ;Ce,rch tbB NVA High Command in Hanoi informed 

the C"'nt.:r"~. hi .';'.'<11; "C:"lt Conll':ilnd tr.l!".:t. an advance C( ,mand post of 

~LL "'; from Pleikt! to Nta Trang. J 1 hOllr later the 

Fron.t Co: .;~·''p':xrt. :f!,~O!'l Thuan Han that ar NYA observat~on 

on lit. 7 :t."," 

. 'i) 011 ,·;·oS Dame (by the Front Commana staff held a 

II se.:::thlns· (~ 1-~:i.': ," ., h:,-ul t>~~ :i.ut.entions of the South Vietnamese. One 

aide SV~~:· :,', ~>:i tile, ;.;-ili in"ic.,:nllcd to J:oe;roup the Central Highlands 

'ce> 3:'."·: •. 1,,," :u"n~10th~ot via Houte 21, a.nd pointed out 

th:l.t tr''!.t'.· .• /.1 "" a. ]:-C' ,." t, frot· ,lianoi tll"l t the Airborne Division may 

be sen; .:. ',' (>C'nt."·:,.} Hoishla'l1s. Another insisted that the ARVN were 

eva (;uJ.tin2~ .~. h.:; }-', ~ ~ . .:'.ndG ·:-~l.!cotset.b(;:c. Yet 6.nother eA'Pressed concern that 

thG ARVlI 1"' .. :'::'3[;'" 21e5.:·:'-' mIGht at.;ccmpt to retake banmethuot via Ht. I/f. 

At 2100 tf' ?rc,,'l _ Co:,.:nr:,) receiv"d a report that the ARVN were abandoning 

Plciku ani ·~L~~.t L, ,1~:n:i.tt(Jn dur.lps there were explodin~. 

The liVA C·.-:.· :'1d np"nt the next several hours pouring over maps of 

the Centx·,~:,J. }{j.-eh'j "'(:~3 [llid marking troop deployrnents~ Van Tien Dung 

informed 3:,::,j"~h 1:' .. ;,r;!.on c'JI'unnder Gen. Kim Tuan, who had reported two 

days previm:.dy t'-~t nt. 7 I,:as impassable, that he h'ould be held responsi.ble 

if the ARV1! for v., :.·,:;c3.jlul. The J20th Division was ordered to intercept the 

withdrawil'C; Nh,-,: from 't:VJ south.45 A tank battallion and a detachment 

of the 675-:', Ar.·~ij,:!IJry Hc-"iment were ordered to set out for Ht. 7. The 968th 

Division and 95';11 EeGiment, which h3.d been launching light attacks to keep 

the ARYl'! r'-.nn3d dUF!l in Kontum and Pleiku, were ordered to take the Phu My 

intersectio:l, 10 U.lometers south of Pleiku City at the intersection of 
IJ· Rts. 19 and lLf. v 

66th 
At midnight on 16 V.arch, Yo Thanh My, commander of the Regiment, 

)20th Division, C2.11ed Ngo Quang !ib.iem, commander of the 9th Battalion of 
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,~Sth :C;':;llr,('!nt, and informed him of the evacuation. llhiem. w!lose unit 

2. t,ou i; 30 kilo;leters south of Chao Reo, ;/as ordered to take Hill 164, 

.<, J.:l.:.c,.·,yters southeast of Cheo Reo, by no later than 0800 the following 

';:1"', LlOther regiment of the 320th ,'as dispatched to occupy the f. Lu 

':, :' "t. 7 ,;,t:~ut 30 kHol:leters n')rthnest of Phil Tuc, "hilo n. third 

'''''. .::; sent lCo:cth::ard on Ht. lLf to take the Ny Thach inte,rsoction.47 

~,,',' 9~!1 Bat'b,lion, t:J.king along only essential equipment, set out 

, '<;i" "i;:~'J for Houte 7. Since the skies were overca.st and the troops 

":) ". ''-,,1 in pitch darkness over the rough terrain, t.he:y were ordered 

< --" +, ',,'!-:,::; to light the 1-:ay. A member of the battalion who h1.d fought 

.' :"":", !,., the' C~ntra.l H1r.;iu;;.nds thought to himself I .. In 1972 the Centre.l 

"Y' , <,:';0 Sll't'ccated day and night nith innumerable noises. Every night 

'C',cit ,'-",~;',l dozen B52's dropped bombs. Why, at this time, when liS 

:),t ';,> '.' inemy would let loose Hi th everything, dld we hear only the 

:"'.c,,::".' ,,(lund of artillory?,48 

By 0800 the ~tb Battalion had reached its objective and dug ca.mo­

,', ':~T;l ".,:lx,,:'}, positions on the high ground overlooking Rt. 7 four kilo­

;,',C, s:'·r{;L%st of Cheo Rco. All morning it waited for th" first ARm 

J'" ,':·"ry v':l:;,ch'B. l·'eanwhile • "many miscellaneous vehicles passed by 

c '. ''',\'!.llG J,::'.:cc;e nvnbers of old people and children." At 1600 an ARVN 

(:i' ,"l)Y of four H41 Ul.'lks and six GNC trucks full of troops sped IX',st tile 

,,'," '2)1 podt1.on toward a bridge a.cross the I-A-To River. The 9th iJattallon 

I:"':'~],·,d o'xt. the first and last vehicles and systematically eliminated the 

1".~,t. Thlrty ARVlI soldiers riding Honda motorcycles were killed.,,49 

Dnl:ing the nic;ht of the 17th and the early morning of the 18th the 

13V;i forces in Cheo Reo -- all of the second group to leave Pleiku and 

pert of the first -- prepared to run the gauntlet between Cheo Reo and 

Phu Tue. At daybreak VNAF fighter-bombers strafed and bombed NVA positionG 

along the road. AHVN artillery fired into the ambush area. In Cheo Reo 
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BG Tat, the II CMllS r . c· w!.0r, c'nd bG Dong, the armored corr.rnanr' .:r, 

led a Hanger Group 0.:1·:':' . . ::(:l,·,,:,:on in an attempt to open Rt. 7. 
About ,50 1:48 r,nd j)f! t 

gU'lS were pl.?ced ; ',', i,,· 

was pushlJJC~ it of i' ",,' .~ 

ARVl{ tank::; lGft tL.')·:(,,·) 

Company 11 nUl out. c e J:L-

:"; 

Under the ¥!-3lGht (1:[ the '~,-._ ~:I:-:~;i ~ 

three of them int0 n"o r' ":1'. 

formations in the D;1',,,·2C:'.:; \1:>0 

:d vc:c;':mnel c5.rrien" and self-propelled 

Dy .'. ling C:'llVOY ( 'trucks. A·t 0700 

. ':J -'l', '",-;'; k3.S knock€:( O"ut. As.a bulldozer 

~ ;-.~: ': :.l.r:;ded, block:) '1g tb~ road. The 

• ,,,' C) '<;<n dlrC'ctio' of the NVA positionc, 

.--P J.: ~ t the road, -lving east over 

. ,eL", .,. "Ce amonr the NVA positions • 

. : Ie':.' ()It J)j.() a.nd b41 PIlG rounds, and 

·IC\'·:·~:).C:3" for. the North Vietnamese. 

..... vcr. til(: bridge collapsed, dumping 

,3:;~~.}~ t.h~~ rerLmining tanks formed defensive 

r.'eJ.<J.:) "All night," we are told, the 

ARVN and NVA units" "re,":':)· d i: .',,) jun:c;J 0." The fighting continued all 

the next day. 51 

At about noon on t]y, 1'-;:::, ~'.'.'G NVA urtiller.y began to shell Cheo Heo. 

At 1300 Pham Van Phu sent Cl Inc' .... " .'10 to hG C"m in Cheo Reo ordering the 

remaining units to "open ;'. rat'l C:[' 0100(" to save tbemselves, and to 

destroy vehicles thl).t oou' .. d not. v:, t.aken along. All personnel were to 

attempt to ma.ke their ;;ay to Cm,s Son. At 1600 the North Vietnamese 

stepped up the art.i1l8ry hlrroCo, she111Y,S the town relentlessly for a 

full hour. BG Cam and so"· .. () of b;s aides left Cheo Heo by helicopter 

for Tuy Hoa. In th~ early afto'cn0on AiiVii 'hnlcs and infantry units in 

Cheo Reo counterattaelwd but Hore repulsed. At 1700 the 3d and 48th 

regiments of the 320th Divlsion att3.cked Cheo Reo from the north, south, 

and southeast. By 1000 on the 19th the IIV/>. had taken the town,.52 
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On t118 ':1 'r; 

regiment of F:. "".,," 
;",:. ' 

col umn of r·,il·'.:. '<, 

regiment th;.:.t ) .. : : 

Bridge c'::n~:rt t: ;;, '\ 'f:, 

amount(,d to ;;:,\,-: t \ 

Cung SOt,. 

had attacked 1::\';; I 

'.h'" ,,'" 968th Division, 95th Hegiment, and a 

,:c,vL::'·.''';, liCunched a final assault against the 

'.nt ,,,.,.1 a R;w,:cl' Group at My Thach intersection. 

;,':': . ~-i t.he hc;_:th Vietnamese forces moved east-

'.',"', ,'::}' ;:euJglJ8.rters at Phu l'uc was taken. The 

-' r', ,. \. 

. i '.·:.'l 151'56,,0 <lear Cung t>on, thus blocking a long 

\·f.:b1.c~t 0.5. A Bc:.nger Group and an armored 

":,n t.:,c·()l.'(, the NVA blell up the Son hoa 

,.;) ",11at[;n ",,-ck by the I,VA force, which now 

) (': : '1'l "5 • Jjy 1,(00 on the 24th the l~VA overr<;,n 

~, Co: :,t. 19. a rt>giment of the NVA Jd Division 

VUOll .<u',I, 0, resettlement village of more than 1,000 

tin-roof€'d hOi' 'i,', , '''lr,c;'··,\:"i "d, All !'iVA psychological warfare te::.m 

appealed by l,)":".!C,l"'" '.' for ·(·'c\; ,\RVN battalion defending the village to 

surrender, but b2'c"J '::.'') Fc}.:l.ti c8,1 Co;"missar could complete the appeal 

a South Vietr.:·" <.,;8 n 
battalion ope;)ci fL' 

:cun up OVel: the ARVi'l command bunker and the 

The fIghtinG, according to a North Vietnamese 

particlpllnt, "t:~C"L\2 ·',tr"IT;I'ly fierce.n One North Vietnamese attac!~ after 

another .re.s st')j;r"d j /,iiVN ?,L'tUlery and by AllVN troops firing from 

bunkers. R.1.rl,r the j, ';:-L !D.0rrd ng the ARV1~ garrison managed to withdraw. 

The Jd Divisic'll no>; "'''1':1:0110:1 'el 5-kilometer long stretch of Rt. 19. 

When tit'.' eV2.c'.",.tiO!l of the HiGhlands began the Jd Di vislon divided 

into two COlU;:"l:;1 on'" advancod east, attacking the Binh Khe and Phu Phong 
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"J~')2ctor·3. On 22 Majoh the western column took hills I. Z. and N, 

c;:,'"ing the way for ti,e assault on An Khe, which >103." ta,krm on 2) r.:a:r~h. 

(i: the 25th the easte) I column took the ARVH positiol,., a.t Thu Thien iia • 

.' :r0Z1;,)('ilts of the ARVN 22d Division blocked Ht. 19 ,0 the east. 

(1n nt. 21, bet,,:"en b2_nmethuot and Nha Trang, t"" ARVN 3d Airbnne 

',,-,,d,I" t:<ld H'Lrak Pass aGainst the NVA 10th Dlvisic and other units 

In '" bc>ok on the Central Highlands Campaign published in 1977, 

J _I, llf tLe /iVA 3d Corps commented on the campaign as f'ollows; "The 

~nd t.he resounding victories that were won r:ere not a 

:"i:,,:!.' {);' course c.nd. even "lOre so' not si,r,pIe and easy. In)O days of 

,';,'oin,:. fro,n Lf l';,;.rch to ) Aprll. each day about 2) tons of sr;all-arms 

, ::,:lnit),on ',cere eXT,ended. Who said we didn't have to fight bec.:.use the 

,y flred j n pa oie? We didn' t fight, but had to expend a thousand tons 

;,C' r)mT'iu:t1,tion? Perhaps we supply people ate the ammunition in place of 
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THE FALL OF VIETNAM 

I-fue, Danang, and the Central Coast 

Cecil E. Spurlock 



Until m:ld-1974 tr 0 South Vietm.T<1')se suc<::eeded in ;tabl1izing the 

mni tc~.ry s1 kZ',tion In ,jili tary RegJ on I, comprising t: ': northernmost 

f1 ve F-:(lvinc·-."·:' ~ Th~.:~ ·U., .. 1:'~C full-strenGth N3.!"ing brigar :::; manning the 

north, ,''1 QUi""; 'i'ri fX'OEt had not been challenged, perhaps because the 

l·;orth Vi,.,t,,::.:'c'sc did not ,;:u:t to rIsk ratalia. tion age nst their logis­

tical c'~:·npl, __ ;.".~::) south of th<.: D:':Z. By occupying such trategic areac as 

Dong O!l:; G:\.0 ,,,-,d EEl :;67, <,ci:,i tted NVA LG 1e Tu Donr;, "succeeded in 

disrul't:.nc 0'''' lines of cor~;r';:ilJ.ca tioa c.nd created difficulties in .he 

relatb!,shl}-", D.:,Jng the t.h:ce:~ 8,l'eaS [mountains, fcothills, and low­

lands It ly?t ... ::: ::h the ?llli -t>J.:ey forces and the poll tical forcesa; and 

bet~;e::,»i the Jr~_-_der.sr.i:r- 3.nd th& ma8~es,lIl and re:3ulted in the lowlalld 

rural" C:l.S b,,1)",g "co~;l'letc]y controlled by thc enemy," 

South;,0"lt of Hue and Phu 13a:!. the AHVN 1st Division had established 

a str(Ji-~g aefo!";;:;.}. V0 ct)znplex in t[~e No Tau-l1t. bong area. The Airborne 

Di vision, the princi;oa1 mission of which was to defend the Song Eo Valley 

approilGh to Ene. servced as a roaction fOlce, 

The deterioratIon in l1ilitary Hegion I began in June 1~74, whcHl 

I Cor:Vl comma.nder Ngo Q\\ang Truong was ordered to send the 1st Airborne 

Brigade to be'of up th(, stratecic reserve in Saigon. The result was that 

the Marine Divl.sion's area of responsibility was extended southward 10 

kilomet.ers into Thua THen Province, Truong also shifted the 15th rlanger 

Group 1'.nd the 1st Ari"ored Bri-gade from Quang Nam to 'l'hua Thien, 

In August 1974 the NVA J24th Division overran Nt, Bong and the 

ARVN outposts on three nearby hUls, 

in southern Thua Thien t the AB.VN 1st 

Of its key defensive positions in 

Division retained only No Tau, By 

October the J2i}th had taken Ho Tau and consolidated its hold on the high 

ground south of Phu bai, From the heights long-range artillery prevented 
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use of Fhu Bai Alr Force Base, hue's only airfield. The auport 
remained closed until mid-December, when the 54th negiment of the 1st 
Division and the 15th Ranger Group retook Mo Tau. 

"After A UC\lst 1974," noted LG Le Tu Dong in his analysis of the 
Thll'l. Tb~8n-Hll" front, "the enemy's paci.fica.tion plan was stalma ted. when 
tllt'eat,,;;,,;] in t;outhern Thua Thien they had to send forces to No Tau and 
Hill JO), In Dany places they had to pull back. Because they 1>3.d to 
s:md lle;;lonal FoZ'ee units to the outer peri.meter, they had to thin out 
their forces !;i.'Lnrling the inner defenses." The ARYN forces, he remarked, 
"ha.d -('"I,en ma:,y COlsualtles" and had to resort to" blocking positions, 
alr,bnsh:,~, rninafl(llds, and other tactlco·: 2 The shift in ARVN tactics in 
ldd-197"+ from 11 bm:al U;3e of air a)1d artillery firepower to infantry 
tn.etlcs to con::.crve ammunition, a developl:,ent noted in Chapter I, resulted 
in Sb'll:ply increased casualties in MDitary Region I. The ARVN 2d DivoLsion 
sufferwt such a Ugh attrition rate that it had to limit its area of oper­
o,tions t.o the QUc1.IiS Ngai lowlands. 

The Soutb Yietna,mese defensive posture in northern Mill tary rlegion I 
lms furthr{r weakened in January, 1975 when the Marine Division was ordered 
to send n company from each battalion to form a new Maring brigade -- the 
IIo8th -- for the strategic reserve in Saigon. Ngo Quang Truong was able to 
reoccupy t.he key positions of the defensive line southwest of Hue and Phu .oai, 
but only <l.t the expense of further weakening the forces guarding northern 
Thua Thien. Omniously, toward the end of February the NYA 325th Division, 
having been relieved on the My Chanh River line, was moving into north­
western Thua Thien and the recently upgraded 34lst Division had moved 
across the DMZ. 

As noted in Chapter II, at about the same time the Central Highlands 
Campaign began the NVA launched a series of attacks in all regions of South 
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Vietnam to keep AHVN forcee pinnGd down 60 that they could not send 

reinforcements to the Centra.l High1c.nds. In Military !(egion I the NVA 

attacks began on B Ha:rch. CO:'lm\lnist forces overran Mai Linh district 

cap:!.tal in r,orthern Thua Thien, sencling 25,000 refueees into Hue. On the 

sumo day NVA u.nits "ttacke;\ villages in Phong Dien, Quang Dlen, Vinh Hierr, 

and Vinh l,oe d:!.strl.cts in northern T'hua Thl.en and Phu Loc and Phu Thu in 

the Gouthern pa:::t of the p:ovince. Early the next morning the KJJ sapper 

unit l.nflltl:cct,r·d the mng Toa gasoline depot east of Hue and blew up tanks 

cont:olning 200, 000 pllons of gasoline. J On 10 March units of the NVA 2d 

Division atheked th0 Phuoc Lam and Tien Phuoc district capitals northwest. 

of Ta);) Ky, oapU.a1 of ~luanG Tin Province. 

On l';arch 8th, 9th, and 10t.h' clements of the NVA 2d Corps attacked 

ARVN 1st Di vi"ion pOGitionG in the l',t .• Bon;;-hill J03-l'lo Tau area southwest 

of Hue, In that area, admitted Van Tlen Dung, the South Vietnamese forces 

"defended strongly. counterattacked fiercely, and prevented us from 

developing our atta.ck." 4 

Thua Thlen-)!ue 

On 17 !';arch, after the fall of Banmethuot and the abandoning of 

Pleiku, the NVA Hieh Com~nd ordered the Tri-Thien Nllitary Region command 

to "Loldly sond forces from the mOUi1tains to the lowlands and press up . 

against the main road~ and the outskirts of Hue." The NVA 2d Corps was 

ordered to "step up the attack from the west and carry out a strategic 

" interdiction bc,tween liu"! and Danang .,.:; On the afternoon of 19 ~!a.rch the 

Marine units defending the Thach han River J.ine pulled back to form a line 

along the My Chanh River. Later that night North Vietnamese units crossed 

the ThAch Han and occupied Quang TIi City. On the same day the Politburo 

decided to law1ch a large-scale attack to smash the Thua Thien-hue defensive 

complex.6 

On the 20th the Politburo, having concluded that Saigon intended to 

concentrate its forces on holding Military Regions III and IV and form 
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enclaves at llanang in N Utary Region I and perhaps Cam ,.anh in ~jilitary 

Region II, in hopes of "creatine; a strong position and ,o,chieving a political 

solution." It dc<::ldcd '1 transform 1,:hat had been terme'l a "strc.tegic 

offcnsi ve" into a "general offCl'\si ve and uprising" all ver South Vietnam. 

The NVA 2d Corps 1{3S orde:ceu to stell up its attacks, b; ,ass AllVN defenses, 

concentrate on cut":_"G Ht. 1 and interuict,ing the ~ 'rt at Cua Thuan, 

and prevent the 1st DIvision "nd other AHVN forces fro withdrawing fL'om 

Thua ThIen. Sl'",cific:ally, the: Corps !,'as ordered to il: erdict llt. 1 by 

taking AllVN p:>sitions :In the vicinity of Phu Loo, a district c3.pital 35 

kilofiiGte~s south of Hue. 7 

At 0550 on 21 ~:arch NVA 1.I':till'Jry which had been pulled up a hill­

side the prevlo11s niGht began a 4O~;:;lnute shelling of ARV'rl defenses on 

Hill ;:/;0, Hill 494, and Nt. Kim Sac nc:>.r Phu i..oc. At 06}0 the 18th «egi­

ment of the 325'oh Dl vislon lau."lch",l a strong ground attack. After 15 

minutes the 9th Battalion of the 18th Regiment took Hill 494 and the 

helicopter IX'.d southc'3st of Hill ,560. Ai'ter taking Hill 520 the 7th 

Battalion (kvelopod its <:ttack south1l8st of Hill 560. After 9 hours of 

stiff fighting the 18th Regiment had Hiped out the ARVN 61st Hegional 

Force Battalion and taken hills,560, 494, and 520. By 1100 on 22 ~!arch 

the 18th Regl.ment controlled a three-kilometer long segment of lit. 1 f:com 

east of Bat Son to east of Bach Thach. According to one North Vietnamese 

account, "thousands of vehicles turned around in chaos." 8 

On the afternoon of 21 ~arch the lOlst Regiment of the 325th 

Division took Hill 329 and pursued its defenders to Hill 275. At noon 

on 22 11arch the 15th Ranger Group, in danger of being surrounded, with­

drew by sea and northh'ard alone II t. 1. On 22 and 23 Harch the 325th 

Division attacked elements of the 15th Ranger Group at Bat Son and Truoi 

Bridge. On the morning of 24 March the 101st Regiment bypassed Truoi 

Bridge and advanced to La Son intersection. lts 2d Battalion quickly 

took Nong Brid"e and advanced to Phu Bai Bridge.9 In its assault on hue 

from the south, the 325th Division was joined by the 20)d Armored Brigade, 

a unit of which moved towacd Thuan An, and numerous other ·~its. 
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On the 22d the NVA JOBth and J41st divisions, with sUl~orting 

armored and artillery units, crosGed the My Chanh Hi vel.'. The 147th 

and 25Bth I1arine Br-igadeG fell b:J.ck to form a line extending from huong 

Dien on th;, coast to An Lo, on Rt.l 20 kllometers north of hue, and the 

south bunk of the Song .00 Hi V8]c'. Uni ts of' the AHVli 1st Division defending 

Hon Vuong c:cst of iil1C and th,) j\o Tau area soutl-.west of the city were 

ordered to wlthdraw to the rr!ili t..-u:,y port at Tan My, 10 kilometers east of 

Hue. Un! ts defencUn3 the HHl })3 nrea r,Quthwest of Mo Tau began to 

withdraw to the Tu !lien river mouth on the coast 20 kilometers south-

east of HUe. The INA 321+th Division, Hhich had been operating in the 

vicinit.y of lilll JOJ, advil!'lced northward p~st La Son, Phu bai, and Phu Thu 

and moved tOKard Tox, My. From t.he north, the NVA 341st Di vlslon bypassed 

Phong Dien and Huon:; DiE'n a.nd ad vqnced to;.'ard Cua Thuan. 

On the l'lornlng of the 2Jd Ii '/I. heavy artillery opened up on Tan Hy. 

Tu Ha, An Lo, Huong Thuy, Huong Dian, Hang Ca, and the Phu bai airfield. 

By the morning of the 24th Hue had been surrounded. The /lue garrh.on began 

to HithdraH from tho oity. One column withdrew toward Thuan An, another 

to Cu Lai six kilometers south of Thuan An, and a third moved wouth toward 

Tu Hien. At 0900 on the 25t.h ~he NVA 3211th Division attacked Tan Ny, 

Thuan An, and Tu Hien. Heanwhile, the NVA .. Phu Xu<>n" .l.\egL'll.ent moved into 

Hue accoss the Nguyen Hoang, Cau Hoi, and lJach Ho bridges after crossing 

the Perfume River at th8 Tue.n felTY orossing southwest of the city. The 

lOlst Regimer.t of the 325th Division entered the city from the south along 

Rt. 1. At sunrise on the 26th the 101st Regiment assaulted the Phu Van Lau 

Palace in the Citadel. At 0600 a large h~~ flag flew above the Citadel. 

Le Quang Hoa, a I;orth Vietnamese general uho visited Hue soon after 

its fall, SaloT hundreds of South Vietnamese bodies floating on the Perfume 

River anei along the coast.. At Thuan An, he reported, "We went through a 

battlefield where tanks, armored vehicles, and trucks were still smouldering 
, 10 

and enemy bodies lay stewn about." 
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South of Hue, ' 18 18th Hflgi.r,:.ent of the NVA J25tr Regiment, afte~ 

helping reduce the Ait',;{ pock,;t at 'I'u Hien, between 26 'larch and 28 March 

took Thua Luu and the ,RVN outpont at Th) Sen, and a:l"l!lced to Phu Gia 

and the AllVN o:!tpost at L<ln:::; Co, 01. the foot. of Hai Va PasG, which marked 

the boundry between Thua. Thien and ~~>l:lng Enr •• ll 

Danang" 

Just before the attu~k on lUn1llilthu~ t the North Vietnamese also 

, stepped up p:!'cssure at severil,l pol ::ts south of lJanang. en 10 Karch the 

NVA 2d Division attacked tho Phucc L~n an'l TJ..en I'huoc subscctors, which 

guarded the northHest appro.eh to '2",:, Ky •. c2,»i tal of Quang Tin Province. 

The NVA 304th DJ. vision intensifJ.cdl.t:o at t.:.,cks a[;ul.nst the Dai Loc snb­

sector on Rt. 14, midway. b3t;,c6n Thu('ng line and Dien Ban. A regiment of 

the NVA 320B Division, movine; do;m from the lU'ea of Duong Hue and Nui Yang, 

concentrated on Nghia hanh District, eouthwest of Quang Ngai City. 

Just to the north of Quang I:Cd, City a number of independent llVA 

units attacked AilVN outposts. One such I),nit Has the 81st Battalion, which 

had been fOU.l'ldGd on 25 February 19:'5 by consoHdating companies and platoons 

from Son Tinh, Duc Pho, Tu Hghia, and Dong Son districts. On 15 !-larch the 

battalion overran the Go Soi strone;lJoint, lihich protected the western 

approaches to Binh Son on fit. 1 15 miles north of Quang Ngai. The next 

day the 1st Battalion, 4th Regiment, AHVN 2d Division and a squadron of 

eight tanks failed in an attempt to retake the outpost.1 2 

Two days later the Blst Battalion and other NVA units were orde=ed 

to move overland to intercept the ARVl. garrison which was being wi thdraw~ 

from Tra Bong, about 15 miles to the south,~st. The North Vietnamese claim 

to have wiped out two companies of the 69th Regional Force Battalion in the 

course of heavy fighting on 19 and 20 March. 13 
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On ;>2 rlarch the Q",mg j'Wi!. ProvIncial Party COl!'~'lli ttee con'fened 
a meeting of high-ranking provlr,ejal Cilc.reil to announce plans for an all-out 
attack on Quang Heai City to eXT·lol.t the }Ii thdra;m.l of most regular AltVN 
troops to Q,v.ang k',m. On the nlet,;. of t}-,,, 2}i the VAN units operating north 
of thp. pro v! tlcial. c2.pi hl 1;8:~e O:"c:::::",d t.c' cut ltt. lA between Binh Son and 
Son Tinh. The or03:>:' H·".G given .,.') '.IttD.";'; the city itself on the f0110l1ing li,f mor.ning. 

At 07i t:on 24 11arGh liVA &~tnlery l1r,lcashcd a heavy barrag{l against 
the Ong Be railroCtd st:lt10;" tlEl L.('vtor ",1.11 tary headquarters, provinc1.al 
headquarters, and other c,bjccth •.• c,: l.n [~U::;;b NgaL At 1000 one NVA colwnn 
pressed ag~tnst A?.Vl~ d0fCi"iC:;:!S f':CC>1 tb'~ northwest., Hh11e the 52d f((~giment 
of the 320b Di vinl.on and oc.her 1)'lite:; i; ttc.c:'.ed the district town of Nghia 
Hanh southHest of tl'a cJ. ~.y. At l}·:OO on 24 i:'arch rehia Hanh fell to the 
NVA. The AHVN Regional F"C:'C8 gc;,-"l,:ons iJ.t 11,0 Duc and Tu i'<ghia district 

. towns withdrew into Quang Neai Cit,y. 

Just after r:ltdnigbt on 25 lr.~rch th8 ARYl! forces in Quang Ngai 
the 11th Hanger E:l.tt3.lion, t,,'O btt3.lions of the 6th Hegiment of .the 
2d Division, and various lieeloil8.l Force units -- set out on Rt. 1 toward 
the 2d Division hce,dquart"rs at Chc. Lai, 25 r:liles to the north. The 11th 
Battalion and nine ta.nks spearhc,aded the colulnn. The convoy was halted at 
the a Song bridge, one kllol"eter ncuth of Binh Son. The ARVN column, 
nearly 3 kilometers long, came to a halt. Behind the military units 
stretched a long colUJOUl of more than 10, 000 ci vil1ans. 

At 0200 the 11th Ranger battalion and the armored vehicles attacked 
NVA pos;ttions in an effort to b:r:r:ok thn)1'gh the roadblock. The NY:. on 
ridges west of the road fired PRG rounds, reCOilless rifles, 82mm mortars, 
and machineguns into the ARVH for.mation. F'ive of the armored behicles and 
a number of trucks were knocked out. The ARVN, taking what cover they could 
find along the sides of the road, .. fought back furiously." A t daybreak the 
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ARVU I takin(; advantag'" of a I~orning mist, formed into f..lux collUl'Jls to 

".open up a path of bl<",d." Ely noon, after 10 hours of continuous fighting, 

450 of the Ai:(Vji for.ce, including the commander of the .lth Hanger battalicn, 

had been kHlcd. The Nort.h Vicinr.:'"ese cIaL'!l that 650 'ere ce.ptured and 5'1 

.'" ''1'''''1~','n ]:.; vehi.clos 'h\.;".~ c QC~''C~~L .. LdC! 

lii th the elinina Hon of the Ql!~.nG Tri City garri In the NVA secl).l:ed 

complate con'l;:'.',)1 of tha pcc'evince ,u1d t.hus isolated Ml ltary Region I from 

the rest of tbe cou.ntrYe 

At 18}0 on 20 Lar.ch t.!:~ t;VA 2d DivisJ.on, ,Ihich had been fighting the 

ARVN 12th H""c;er G:co'\P in t.he Tien Phuoc-Phuoc Lam area northHest of Tam Ky 

since 10 r"arch, '12.·~ O1:dt.'rcd to prevent the AilVN 2d Division and 12th rlangcr 

Group from nHhdrin;l.nc; to ~<\n~no; «nd Ghu Lai and, if possible, take Tam Ky. 

The NVA 2d Division staff lIorked through the night to draft an off,msive 

plan. The e,;sentl£.l featu,cG of that plan was that plan h'aS that the 2d 

Division would divide up into battalion-sized ~olumn, infiltrate the 

defcns! ve lIner; of the 4t.h i'\r,j 5th ct<:!giments of the AllVN 2d Di visiot! to the 

vicini ty of thc key 0 bjccti V8S. then take one after another. 

night of the 21st the UVA 2d Division deployed its forces in 

During the 
16 

driving rain. 

By the night of the 2:;d sevc'ral battalions of the HVA 2d Division 

had slipped through AllVN lines and ti\ken up positions just outside Tam Ky. 

At 0,500 on the 24th North Vlet.namese uncleashed a heavy preparatory barrage, 

concentrating on the area south of the Tam Ky Bridge, the Truong Xuan 

intersection, the ARVN tank park at Ky Son, and the positions of the ARVN 

2d Division ~~ttalion defending Ky bieh airfield. 

The 2d Battalion of the NVA 2d Division's "Ba Gia" Regiment split 

into three columns and moved'toward its majcr objective, the Tam Ky Bridge. 

From the northwest the regiment's Jd Battalion assaulted the Ay bich airfield. 
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Meanwhile, the rest of ";8 NVA 2d Divit;ion and other un: ,s raced eastl,-ar,:t 

from Tien Phuoc toward .he Truonc; Xuu.n l,r,tcrc.,)ction, III til heavy supporting 

artillery fire. ARVN V.ocking p:>si tioDS alan;; tloe roar' :10re 0 bli tera ted 

by self-propelled AA g .. ,G firing at poJ.nt.-bh,nl' range. rhe reserve company 

of the Ba Gia Regiment was thro',m into t,·,,·, ficr;ti.ng to ake t.te Truong Xuan 

intersection and cut off the IIHVN cscaI''' routc. 

A~. 0700 the 6th }Jatt.slion of tU, ha (;1' li',gin',8" roport€'d '.:.h3.t tho 

village of Khanh Tho Dong on tho eastern outskirt.s of .".1'1 Ky rod been taken. 

At 0715 an NVA reconnaissance offjcer rcp:>rtC'c[ that ]iVA artillery had p".nocked 

out 50 ARVN artillery pieces. Einutes l"'~er thr: r'iilitary Region 5 head-

quarters ro];~X'ted that Te.rn Ky scct~r h-:,?dqtt.:lri.p.L~;:;' pe:r-r:;01.1nul we!:,r-~ burnlng 

documents. The heCldquarters of thG Ail'iii 2d W:'inion, Us I.th and 5th rec;iments, 

and the 12th Ranger Group Here reported] ::raly:-,,'d by ;;VA artH10ry fire. At 

0810 the NVA 2d Division commander ordr:,'od an ,,]J,<>a11 a~.ca1Jlt on Tam Ky. 

Northwest of Tam Ky the lead NVA tan]:, No. 707, 8Re:L'gcd fr.'w; th," 

scrub forest and 1nto Ky Bich al.::field, r.;ost of "hJ.cb had been Gecured by 

the 3d Battalion of the loa G1a R(·'Giment. The to:.nk crossed tbe airfield and 

sped toward the center of Tam Ky a10ng Tran C,,-o Vall Street. A grenade 

thrown fron a rooftop wounded h,O !IVA infantrYf,cl1 on the tank but did not 

damage it. The tank continued on to t.h", northern end of the Tarn Ky Bridge 

and kept the ARYl{ defenders there pinned dONn. 

At 0811 J1ajor Giang, commander of the 2d battalion of the iJa Gia 

Regiment south of the bridge ordered his heavy weal)ons c0mpany to rake 

ARYN positions south of the bridge. Giang led his battalion across the 

bridge and advanced north along Route 1. The 3d Battalion advanced alonlS 

the rallraod track while the 8th Batk,lion moved in the direction of 

provincial headquarters. By 1000 Tam Ky Has reported secured. * 

* According to U.S. intelligence sources, 
particip,,-ted in the assaul t on Tam j,y. 
made in the North Vietnamese accounts. 
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The NVA 2d Division unite; :cefan,·,'l durin!,: the night of the 24th. The 

following morninc; the d1v15io"',, 8th ~:'"Giment and the 52d Hegiment of the 

320B Division, and other: uni to;. enV::d the (Estrict tOlin of Tuan Duong, 

headquarters of the ARVii 12th ;,e"eer Group, ,.,hich had "ithdrawn during the 

night. The ARVN Iiangc.rC' had li')";:. l:?.c:. \"'3 to E.ett off dGmolitlon charGes 

," '~.' .. 'l':-,:.~s the A:.1VN fire support base 

l1eanwhile, the Di vis:Lon C·:-,:::'u:c'.c. "(.<::01v·.,.Q orders from MlU tary 

Region 5 hsadquarters to adw,'.'ce on ]'-0,.",,,::; f1.'om the south along Ht. 1. The 

2d Division, the units of IIh1.c:, ',:C'.r-<: (. ,·;' .. d,ir:,-; 70 to 90 kilometers south of 

Danang, wOiJ~d hrl:VQ to crc,:.s t,!: .... ','l~'C: :d.\ ::J_',-~ 2:'ld ·V!.f~G thQ cilsttict tOHns of 

Ba Ren. Vinh m.en. lIam 1'h;1oc, Ul!: 'Ee:.' 1,'''''(:'. The division set out in two 

parallel cDlumns, fo110Iil.);(; ht. 1. <lI,d the nc):·tb-south ,7ailroad, 

The North Viet,nan18se. who ,;c'!'e l),.:'a'dlic,,; Hi th the terrain, sent a 

reconnaissance squad ahead on bicycles 0 The 1;V;. 2d 11i vision crossed the 

Thu Bon Hi yi,lr during tlw r,igr.t of th is'·h. Eaxly on the mcrning of the 

26th the lIVA reconnaissance 3(11..'2.::1 retu~'[!e::l to report that it had located 

the Ba Hen bride;e and tm tit ,;85 deLC":dec by a unit of the AHVli 3d 

Division. The NVA 21 Division c02C:;;allc'or ordered the 8th hegiment. spear­

headed by tanks, to take the br:.dge. The AnVi; unit dcfending the bridge, 

supported by two F-5 je :ts. "pv~lred fixe" into the NVA column. The hVA 

tanks laid down a smokescreen to prevent the South Vietnamese jets from 

knocking out the bridge, but one of ttl!) 1<-5's dived in and scored a dlrect 

hit on the span lIith a napalm bomb, "Ilicn set flre to the wooden planking. 

The NVA regimental cor..mander sent tanks lelf and right of the bridge 

along the riverbank. 

the NV1\. tanks knocked 

Flring arJOlor-picrcing shells at a range of 200 meters, 

out the A{(Vil bun;;ers Oll the opposite bank. But the 

ARYN resistance continued to be stronG enough to prevent the NVA from 
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cJ:"ossinc. I~('c,''':h.ne. ,'iI} bridc;e continued to burn. Af ,er nightfall mo t 

of a NVA com}'i,n/ "as a 1e to cross the bridge bofore the center span 

collalAd, dl:'o:'l"lng a ' 'uube:r of liVA troops into the ri .ac. The UVA who 

made 1 t 2J~·r0~.~_' t!-:o D::'i(igc L~.id down supportinc; fire wh. le others SW"aJll 

acros:. "ih::) ri'-.';.J... ThtJ liVti he:~,vy HCap0f1S were taken ac JSS on boats.-

On the ,'" :,'j,;r:p; oi' tL" 27th I,:ili-k,ry hegion 5 rep' ,'ted that the ARVN 

b(;.d puJ:L:~d out 0:;. .... Da ':'j :lb tt ~oi Xa s and hoi An the pre' .ous day, and 'that 

some eJ ':o,:ent" (,,0 the Ln~i Harlno Division had escaped by ship. The NVA 

2d Di vi·,l,on 

of' the ? 8th 

Q~",e:rc J to bsgln its final push on Danang on the morning 

to (mt o ;: the c1 ty by the 30th. 

All AHVS <',,'ttllery b:,se In the'dist,,'ict tOlm of Vinh Dien north of the 

1'hu Bon Hi ver :oil'cd into the lIVA columns. The ba Gia Hegiment Has ordered 

to Yinh i)ien, "hjJ,e th3 3d and 6t.h regin.ents attacked north along .tit. 1. 

At 0500 on 27 i-::'.J:'ch tto att'l.ck on Vinh Dl.en began. Within a few hours the 

ARVN 3d. iJivls:,ofl' s southcn:nmost defensive perimeter had been breeched. 

The NYA l'~l,ts. ':">H rid'l"G in co::.rr?ndeered ci vil11'.n vehicles, reov(:d north 

tOl-:ard hU3. 

NC8,r Dien Tho the La Gia ReGiment intercep:ted a radio conversation 

between 'm.'AHYii C:lptah. "nd a Lieutenantl 

Captal,nl "I kno", I kno}T, Lieutenant, get to the point, I'm not stupid~ 

1:1einforco you irith what? There are no more reinforcements." 

Lieutenant: "Captain, my men are scattered allover. The communists 

are shelling us with heavy artillery and are about to attack." 

Captain: "Lieutenant, you think I don't YJ10W that? I repeat -- the 

Colonel has ordered your company to defend to the death~ Defend to the 

death~" 

Lieutenant, angrily I "Motherfucker~ To hell with defending to the death~" 

At the Bo Mung bridge the NVA columns encountered another AitVN blocking 

force. ,!ithin hours the 2d Division overcame the last defensive line of 
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th(1 AR\~I 3d. Division south of ]hnang and reached the outskirts of the 
city.* 

The NVA 304th Dlvision, "hich completed its operation in the 
D'>.1 Loc arna on 15 />'6.rch, ,;as orr,ered on the 20th to attack Danang from 
the HCf,'.;. The 3041:.h D'l vision, attacking from two directions, broke 
throu::;h Lho lirKs of the ARVl; 369th Karine Brigade, advanced east along 
llt. ).1, G11d attacked Ai Hghia and hieu Vue on the 28th. 

),orth of De.nang, three AiiVN hBIine battalions had helo blocking 
posit.tonp, at Lang Co, at the foot of Jiai Van :Pass, since 22 l'larch. At 
1800 on t!:c 27th the ];VA 325th D'c vision ,(dS ordered to "Procedd rapidly 
to tho foot of hili Van .Pass to ann'ihila te the enemy blocking pesi Uon 
at Lane; Co and create a staging al'ea for penetrating the defense line 
north of Ihnans." At da,m the n8xt morning the 325th Division, the 20Jd 
Armored briGade, andoth2r uni t5 overcame AH.VN resistance at Lang Co-­
lI111ine; about 150 of the AllYN defenders-- then crossed Hai Van Pass and. 
D.dvan(~(2d south alor:g Lit. 1 toward Danang. 17 

At OBOO on 2B March, NVA heavy artillery on high ground began to hit 
Thw:ln(; Air Force Base, Cua Dai, the Nuoc Han airfield, Ny "-he beach, and 
other targets. 

South of Da.nang, NVA forces attacked Nuoc Han airfield at 01)0 and 
had captured it by 0930. At Tuyen Hoa intersection elements of the N VA 
2d Division encountered a detachment of ARVN Na.rines mOving tOHard the 
Son Tra Peninsula. After a brief firefight the NVA captured an I'lll) 
armored personnel carrier and forced its driver to drive toward AHVN I Corps 
Headquarters. At the deserted headquarters the NVA entered the command 
bunker of I Corps Commander Ngo Quang 1'ruong, where they found battle 
maps laid out on the table and the electric fans still running. The NVA 
force then split up into two columns, one moving toward City Hall, the other 
toward the Trinh Ninh The Bridge. IS 
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Moving in from t' _ Hest, the NVA J()llth Division a' i other units 

penetrated Dana.ng Air Force base, whilea 2d Division battalion entered 

the airbase from the f1St. 

The tank-led UVA (;olUJltrl rr:ovin5 clown Rt. 1 fro; 'o;ba north entered 

Danang via Ly Thai ri'o street uud .Tl!ovzd tc)waxd tho cEwter. of the city. 

Skirmishes broke out out on TrlPiG Nll Vu.c:1£3. Fba!l Chu frinh, Lc Dai hunh, 

and othBr streets. At llOo,n th8 three hVA colu",ns 11 ~eci up in the 

center of the city. Small detach!wntB of All Vll I';:;.rines held out on th" 

Son Tra Peninsula until late in the afte:moon. 

After the fall of Cheo lleO the 11 \fA 3d DI vision advanced in two 

directions along Ht. 19. One column movsd host to help take An Khe, which 

fell on 2) March. The eastern ('01wnn took AHVii 22d Division fon'aXd 

positions at Thu Thien na on 25 r:"rch. The entire 2):1 lJivision, now 

joined by the 968th Division, pressed 2g2.inst the 42d HCGiment, servlng 

as the rear guard of the 22d Division. Ecanwhile, the 41st and 47th 

regiments of the 22d Division were being evacua.ted at Qui lihon. 

The recently formed Tay Son Regiment wr;,s ordered to attack Qui Hhon 

from the northwest. After movin;; overland all day and night of JO ~iarch, 

at 1000 on )1 March the regiment launched its attack. The regiment 

advanced under heavy artillery fire from ArlVN fire suppor.t bases in the 

hills around Qui IIhon and naval vessels off shore. The regiment cap­

tured Doi Bridge just north of the c1 ty and tbe fire support base on hill 

No.1, where it dug in to block the withdrawal of the 42d Regiment. 

Soon a small AH~l column of a jeep, a troop-laden truck, and seven 

Hondas sped toward Doi Bridge. hefusing to heed a signal to stop, the 

ARVN troops fired into the roadblock and sped on. The cO!llll'unists opened 

up with machinegun fire and PRG rounds, one of which scored a direct hit 

~nd killed nearly 40 troops in the truck. 
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By 1600 the Tay Son R"giment had taker, Provincial Hndquartcrs. 

Heavy fighting raged in otber parts of the city. Heavy artillery rounds 

rained down on the Phu Cat a.nd Go Qu:mh airfields. '?r-Iougbout the night. 

of the 31st tbe forward hcadqua..."'ters of the 22d Division ar.d ti1e other 

ARVN bases underwent heJ.vy b:;;:1t:.zxdn0.r:t. u'!'he sky sround Q'..!.i Nhon l::lS 

brilliant re(l," reported one witness.19 

Pitched battles raEed o.i.1 night on Vo Tanh and j;guyen hue streets 

and th'J area around Qui I·,hon airfield.. "'tie had to fight. from morntnb 

to noon on 1 April to complete tte annihilati0l} of the obstinate p,)lice­

men" resisting from the upper cloors 01 multistory huildings on Gia Lcng 

Street, reported a North Vie'i;namese pClrticipant. 20 Thus by noon of the 

1st the c)oln.mllnists had mastered (OwntOHlI QCli Nhcn. 

Shortly after noon «n AH\'N column of nearly 200 vehicles -- tanks, 

armored vehioles, jeeps, and trucks -- appru,,-od Qui lIhon from the Hinh doc 

area via Phu Tal Road. The con VOl' en te.red Qui Nhon ?,long ~cl3.ng T)'.llng 

Street, then turned onto Nguyen Hue Street, firing as it went. An JiVA 

company fir,ld on the convoy from a cew3tery en Q'.Iang Trung "'·~:coet. 

knocking out an M48 tank, a GNC tlC'uck, and t.:o l55l~m artill'oTY l'lc',:e,:,. 

A brisk battle ensued, in the course of which Col. Kieu Van T~nh, 
21 

Deputy CO!!ln.ander of the 42d Regiment. l«as captured. 

One North Vietn"mese account claimed that" the 22d J:Jl vision E'IS 

"., 
annihilated to the last man." ~<. Another ""dS probably closer to the 

mark when it reported tr.at more than 1,000 ARVN soldiers and policenen 

surrendered on the morning of 2 April. 2J 

On 31 March thA NVA 320th Di vi "ion overcam~ the last AHVli rcsi3tanCp. 

on Rt. 7B and the Song Ba River. The next day its 3d negimcnt took Tuy 

Hoa and captured BG Tran Van Cam, the II Ccrps Chief of ~taff, and bG 

Vi Van Binh, the II Corps Inspector General, on the beach. The 320th 

Division then turned south on Rt. 1 toward Deo Ca pass, on the Phu Yen-
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Rangers under the comr:w,nd o'f ,de; ?hA.fll ',,,y Tat cp,me lU1Cl<:'.r' att'l.cl{ a few 

days after they began to rrep,rc dcfct;c,i'/e rasHions at tbe pass. 

At M'Drak Pass on Rt. 21p jwd:. C-3.r~t of rJ:a,nh j)pong, the hard­

pressed 3d Airborne bl.'.i2:2.de, l;r:1.ch tr' ,j. bloc:I:'.:rl the a{~, V':.nCB of the NVA 

10th Division and other u .. "1i ts S:lr,C8 J. ~i I>:~.\2ch, ir(~l'e b-:'i.ne SUxl.'(lunded 

and battered by heavy artillo:'J n,r:'. 

At Nha Trang, short:ly afts)" mi.dc"i;ht on 1 ,~pril Col. Ly 1a Pham. 

tho Khanh Eoa Province Chief, r"I)oct','d 'L)O LG I'l:;),),~ Vr',n rhu th2.t the 

provincial administrat:i.\'f' orC2 :'1$ [~nd t[;(; Ct~2 .. '1 p01ic('~ h<:re pa.ra.lyzed. 

At 0600 }'hu' s Chief of "taff ny);:tcd :'hit l,c' he,d flo,;() over iOinh Dinh 

between 1900 and 2)00 the: :previ0-'.t~:; nt(~,Lt but l':~,d hc(:"n W1'lblo t.o cont.a.ct 

the 22d Di visionfl Shortly ti:C1.'('{:'.ftE'_·(~ i'bu. Te;.:eived (,\ rrlGSsage from hG Cam 
" that Phu Yen was in danger of b'eing O\':,:,:Tun, ?" 

At 0715 on the 1st Phu too? a klic;()l''Ce.r fro") lill" Trang and flew 

along the Phu Yen ooast In the Tuy hoc, viclr.ity. he l~ilS unable to eIJta.b­

lish contact with Gen. Cam or any ARV;; miJ.iia;:'y unit. An hour later he 

established contact with Vice Ad'1liral Hl.nh, Hhn replled that Tuy Hoa 

had been overrun a,nd the Phu Yen ProvJ.llc" ChI2f ha.d been woundood, but 

that he had heard nothing about the fate of GGn. Cam. 

When Phu retl~ned to Nha Trang at 0900 he learned that the 10th 

Di vision had broken thro1Jgh at Jr.' Drak .f.'ass and "as ad vanclng along 

Rt. 2l toward Nir.h hoa. At 1000 Phu net with HG Tat, BG Luong (Com­

mander of the 2d Air Division), Vice Adm. Chau. and Col. Ly, the II 

Corps Chief of Staff. at Corps headquarters to discuss defensive 

measures. Durine the meeting Phu was l.nformed that 2,000 AllVN prisoners 

had broken out of the stoc~~de and th~t some had stolen weapons and 

were looting. The situation in Nha Trang was becoming increasingly 

chatoic. Phu terminated the meeting, after ordering the Corps 
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headquarters moved to the airfielc .• that all nonessential elements be 

evaCl:c,ted, and that all units remain in place. 

Col. LJ' 13a Pham, IIho had served as both Province Chief and I".ayor 

Qf NL". Tr8!l:':. hCid just been n'O-n,ed cOClJr,ander of the Nr.a Trang front. but 

sine:) tl,,, IIbo. Trang defense perimeter was anchored by BG Thuan's 

liO:lCO'C",J.Esioned Of'ficers School, Vice Adm. Chau's )javal Training School, 

13::; O~":il' n Airforee Training Sebool, and DG 1'tlOng's 2d Air Division • 

Col. PhEtT!! rec<xltr:ended that Phu appoint a higher ranking officer. At 1100 

Phu tcJcrho'lecl BG Thuan and invited him to Corps headquarters to discuss 

his (\p;;ointnent as cOlllmander of Nha Tl~c,.ng' a J~.efenses. 

L:';,d:1er. that morning Thuan had telephoned Gen. Nguyen ",0 '!'ri, 

head of the r:ilibry Training School Department in Saigon, to ask per­

mission to evacuate the schools. Tri replied that Thuan would hR.ve to 

obta.:i.n the perf.1ission of Phu. When the two met Phu refused permission 

to eVfcCt:&.te the schools and told Thuan that contact had been lost with 

the othc'J: units in ;Chanh Hoa, so the tHv would fly by helicopter to 

Phan Bang, Nhere they would take a C47, which was capable of flying over 

the prOvince at a hi<;h altitude for a long period of time, to attempt to 

contact the units. They left liha Trang at noon. 

Province Chief Ly Ba Pham had been closely following Phu's move­

ments. At 11)0 Pham was informed by the commander of the company defend­

ing Corps headquarters that "Headquarters personnel have received per­

mission to return home to prep~re to ev~cuate their families because 

the communists were only a few kilometers from Nha Trang." At 12)0 

Pham. after learning that Phu had left Nha Trang by helicopter, tele­

phoned Thuan at the Noncommissioned Officers Training School. No one 

anSliered. 

An hour later Pham ordered the local troops and police with Nhom 

he could establish contact, as well as the district chiefs of Dien Khanh, 
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Yinh Xuong, e.nd Ninh !i~a. dlr.l;c-;.ctfi, iJ) llHhdraw to Pham :clang. Then 
Pham went to the airfleld to re'lu0:lt an airplane to go to Phan Hang 
to make prepJxi?ti-:nls to re;:"iv8 the troops. But just as we was about 
to take off b.' learn ': d. th"t "The 1':.-s:L3ciont has ordered that liha Trang 
be defendod. Gell. CC1:nh ihS bocn 1'J2.oed in command." At noon Gen. Oanh 
had ken orden-'\ to C\',lCU31..:, all p8n,o:mel of the Air Force Training 
School to Tan Son ld;' ,t in S~t:~_c;c'n ar.cl. ·W::l.S organi~ing the evacuaticrL 
when_ at 143:); h? :r.,';,::-:-:;5..ved C:. \~jC[<"c_te from P:c(~sident Thieu appointing 

Oanh irr:.'DciJ.ately c3.1.1cJ. ;:;, :::,tafl~ rr .. e-etins and appointed Gen. Luong. 
cO[I:rnandcr of t.he ·at.1-: t2 ~~c Rnd n.::.m.ed rlcr~ Adn. Chau to succ~ed. Pbaro as 
Province Chiuf and l'::'<y'0.?: 01" 1:1.,,';.;. 'tr?~~l[::~ he radioed Saigon to req.uest 
p-3rm1:::;cion to l'Omb D"dy f:h3.nh hrldgc c.nd the bri.dge at .du Hu Pass to slow 
dO;ffi the North Vietn"::l'c-.'O,,, 2.'lw'.;}ce and reque~, t,('d tb"'l.t illumination flai:es 
be dropped over Nha 'F·'-'".l1g at n:;.ght to facilitate the maintenance of 
order in t.he city. 

Pham Van l'hu retur:n0d to Hha Tr3,ng at 18JO and told Oanh and Luong 
that he bad flown around the p):ovince all afternoon but had failed to 
esta blish cont,?,c'~ ;,1 ;:h ;:,.ny un1 ts on the gro1lnd. Oanh told Phu that he 
would need an :infantry division to ciefp.nd Nha Trang, and tha.t if the 10th 
alld J20th divisions linked up an even stronger force, with air and naval 
support, would be ne,cd.eo .• 

Luong informed Phu that the situ;ltion in Nha Trane; had become 
increasingly ch3,otlc after a ru·r.or ,,'as spread that there would be an 
evacua.tion to Phan Rans. Phu became very angry when Luong suggested that 
Phu's absence had caused the rumor. At that moment a staff offl.cer inter­
rupted the conference and invited Phu t.o the operations room to receive 
instructions from President Thieu. 
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A fen nlntues} ~er I'Lu re-c.v:cned to the conferer :e room and anno'\lleed 

that President Thiel. had Given Phn e.ll operational control in Militao.y 

Region 2. Phu ap?oJ "ted O;~nh corrur.ander a.t Nha Tran[ Oanh indica ted 

that he would 'lillt, ,,J.y aCc82t the assignment;. but mly on condition 

that be b':? C1 ven f.l fl!lJ-st:qj~Gth infantry eli vision. Phu lool~cd at 

Oard,. t.hen [ct LU0n:.;. t.'1en ,,;dd lI!.th E' ',otion, "1 will take responsibility 

for (;)V2.CWltj 11C:; the ;-~d Alr ;")1 vision and the Nh3. '1'ran. air 'tx'lse personnel. 

You In'\)' all E'y.3.cu'··'.('. If the Pre:;ldC'r.t asks, I w11.: take responsibility. 

We have no other C0UJ:SC) tr"-,>l to J.1ithJraw to defend }'nam darg." 

On t(,,, nigH of 1 j,prH Phu flew to Phan Rane to bold an urgent 

meet-icc with the c',,·.;r,,:.ndcr c,f the 6th Air Division and tbe Ninh Thuan 

Province Chief. ThG follol,lLr; m,)):l1.1.ng Phu returnc.d to Nr.a Trang to 

oversc(~ the evaCU2. 1:1071, t.ben WJnt to Phan Tbict to inSPect its defenses. 

AroPlld n08n Phu mst with Ti:van to di:;cuss lfhat to say to President Thieu, 

then sent Timan to Siligon to report on the situation.25 

Phan Ran!3: 

On 1 April Prnc;ld"nt Thieu, after receiving a report from Gen. Phu 

at Nba Trane that th'j situ.;.tton there was hopeless, reportedly told 

Cao Van Vien that .. If He abo.ndon lih? TrA.ng ar,d Cam danh we must by all 

means hold Phan Rnn::;. As long as we hold Phan Rang our airplanes can 

st.rl.rl:e as f2.r nOl·th as Danang. b\.1t if we lose Phan hang the communists 

will be able to attacrl: SaIgon by air." Th1"u then instructed Vien to 

inteerate the remaining territory of Hili taxy Region II {Ninh Thuan and 

Binh Thuan provitlCes) into NUitary rlegion III. LG Toan, the III Corps 

Commander. W3.S ordered to go to Phan Hang to make a first-hand inspection. 

Gen. Toan was less than enthusiastic. His forces in Tay j,inh, binh 

Duong, and Long An were understrength and he was preoccupied with building 

up defenses in Long Khanh and Binh Tuy. But on the morning of 2 April . 
he flew to Phan hang. En route he stopped at Phan Thiet, where he met 

with Col. Nguyen Van Tu, the Hinh Thuan Province Chief, who had evacuated 
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the provincial staff to Pran Thiet on 1 AJ".'ll. Toan infol-med Tu of 

the l)lan to defend Phan hang and orc..cre:i Tu to accof.lpany Ili:a to 

Phan Rang. 

After rctuxnin:; to Sc..i~;c~) Toc,:i ::~~t :-r::' th Cao Va:1 Vien and l:ero.cted 

the 6tb A tr. 1)1. vblon. on hi~~ meeting with Ph:",\,!ll 

who informed Toan tb;,'" a could t;..tke t.o'.) air b::.l,se. 

Toan rQcomme:1.deu that a fcri':-:"lXl fh-:.-,aqUartC-.rB of hili tary Kegicn III b-8 

established at Phan :dang. He alB'.} Y.'('eo1T~-:-,:;nded thr~t NG lL".0U, Deputy 

Co:nmander of 11ilitary Region III, be pass"d over In favor of N(;1\yen Van 

Nghi, Hho h7(.r] been pI'crnoted to L~.(:ut·~nn.nt (~,,;nerrJ. in l;J'?h for n~8L'ltorious 

serv3ce as commander' of Ni]:tt~lry J;~E~_on -LV~ a posi.tioll h.:; lost In late 

197J+ due to poll tical preS3\.lre fro~r~ 'Thlcu t 
[\ 0pPCil18.Ytt.G. Since th::::n Nghi 

had been co:nmander of the l!c'nr; Tb,'_n:l TrD:i.nj.!-l,3 Ccr"~j,~:r ~ 

At 0730 on 4 April Nghi Bet out for t 1,,, NUi t.3.ry Hegl.on lIT bead": 

quarters at Bien Hoa. To?_n briefcc1 !iGhi on the military s',tuation in 

Mili tary Hp.,:3i.on III, expre.c;sing special concern over the lncr~as;\ng 

1nf11 tra tion of North VietnaI'l",se sa l'pers "nO. cO'l,:"·,,ndos. he then analyzed 

the si tua tion at Ph.,n Rang, po1.nting out 1:.1',3. t th9 communists ha(i only tHO 

routes along which to attack the city. One .:as itt. 11 fre," Dalc,t, "herEl 

the only NVA force at that time ;7aS the lIVA 812th independent regilnent, 

which had no tanks or heavy artillery. The othel' "as Haute L Toan 

was aware of the presence of the 10th Di vic.ton in t.he Nba Trang-Cnm Ranh 

area, but predicted that the comnunists would not be able to attack Phan 

Rang without pausing to regroup. He expressed concern thlt the NVA 1st 

Corps might be sent down the coast from 1i00:th Vietnam, but 1nsist.ed that 

it would take months to move the corps 1,000 kilometers. At 1030 the two 

left for Phan Rang. 

After inspecting the Phan Rang area by air and on the ground, Nghi 

concluded that since no defensive ,,'Orks bad been built at Phan Hang he 

would need at least a strong divis1.on, with an engineer regiment to build 

III-19 



of liorth Vietnatnese lni ts. Nghi, who lacked sufficic"lt. forces to 

hold the mountains 11 )rth of the airfield, feared that if the North 

Vietnamese occupied hehieh ground t.hey could shut j ; down. he ordenld 

most of the 6th Air Division to bien Eoa, keepinc; 0:, y a squadr.on of A37 

fighter-l,ombers and 10 helicopters. 

By 10 April the deployments had been made and ~cme fort:lf'lcations 

had been completed. lighl, received reports that thE' croops' morale was 

good. Col. Nguyen Van Tu was replaced as Province Chief by Col. Lien, 

\~hlch improved civilian morale. 

But Glm. Nghi became increasingly Hcrri8d over dcv810pments to 

his rear. The North Vietnamese 'assault on Xu an Loc began on 9 April. 

lit. i had been interdicted bet;reGn ],ong f.hanh and i:linh Tuy, !'Ihich in 

effect isola ted Phan liang from SR,ie;on. Nguyen Van liien, the Deputy 

Commander of III corps, committed suicide. On 11 April the fighting 

around Xuan L<:>c intensified. AIiVN paratroopers sent to reinforce lts 

garrison ~.'as pinned dONTl in a rubber plantation near the city. The 3d 

Armored Squadron and 8th Regiment of the 5th Dl vision had been to break 

the siege. Thus Nili tary llegion III had thrown all a vaila ble un:\ ts into 

the fighting at Xuan Loc. 

The battle for POOn Rang began early in the morning of 14 April, 

when artillery of the NVA 3d Division, dir'3cted from the divhlion 

command on a mountain north,,8st of J)u Long, began to heavily shell 

AllVN positions in the Du Long area. The ground assault by elements of 

the 3d Division began at 0550. The AilVN paratroops and rtangers, who 

occupied the high ground on both sides of the road, "resisted stubbornly, 

contesting each hill and each segment of road," but by eveninG had been 

forced out of some positions around Du Long. 

At the same time, elements of the NVA lOth Division, which had moved 

overland and taken up positions north and northwest of FOOn Rang Air Force 
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Base, launched a. probing attack which was repulsed after several hours 

of hard fighting. 

At 0300 on 15 Arrn, Be 33.ng rnrorted to iigoi that his reconnai.ssancc 

pilots had spotted several com'''ys, one of them 'lith at least 200 \'ehlcJ COi. 

mOving south 'toward Du Long on lit. 1. Nghi ordered the rCJ.uining l. 37' s 

to take off at daybreall to br;:c;b the NVA colu:nn,; and knock Ol:t th" 

remaining bridGes. At 0500 the Hancers repol:ted that tankf) had hTo!<.on 

through to Du Long. By la te aft~rlloon on tbe 15th the )iVA hild to ken 

Du Long, overran ARVN r0:'Oit100" at Fien Kian and La 'I'hap, a::d advanced 

to My. Tuonz. The AftVN Airt02')lG and "anGer i'orces wi thdre\{ to form a 

new line about 10 kil"",,,,ter,, ;,:)!:th of fha.n lI<tng. 

Gen. Tran Van Don, who b:cd .iust b::len appointed l'linist:Jr of Defetl3C, 

and Gen. Toan fl'lw to l'ban lianG to fl'eet with ]'ghi. Hghi requested tbat 

Toan send him the -;..:,( Airborn,., briGade, but Toan informed him that the 

~L" Airborne was still pinned down in 8. ruhber plantation near Xllan 1.0c 

and was taking hlea vy casual tie3. and that no other Air.borne or ~larine 

units were available. As th'l meeting ended '!'ran Van Don urr;ed Nehi to 

"hold out as long as you can." 

Nghi called in bG Sang, BG lihat (the 2d Division Comrr~nder), Col. 

Luong (commander of the Airborne BriGade), and Col. liiet lCommandpr of 

the Ranger Group) to discuss plans to retake the lost positions at 

Du Long, which had to be reta],en on the 16th to prevent the NVA from 

placing long-range artillery there to shell the air base. In the after­

noon Gen. Sang reported that the bridGes on rtt. 1 north of Phan rtang r~d 

been knocled out. That night ClJO's re:ought in enough avation fuel for 

the A37's to o;>erate for four days. 

On the 15th the North Vietnamese had assembled a strong assault 

force south of Du Long. At 05DO on 16 April the attack began, with the 
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4th and 5th battalions of the 20Jd Armo.1:ed Brigade leading the way, 

followine: by units of tho J25th Division. The North Vietnamese advance 

H<, s slcHed by AJ7' s flying out of Phan Hang AFh and by an Ari berne 

httt.ali.on "t Go Drm, "hich report.ed to Nght at 0600 that it was 

II r0301ut.:::lyu s1;;or;ping the l\"orth ViBtnamese tanks. hut by 0700 t~e 

F,·.i.'.\:,(}:c~lC'.:l tI deep ponetrat.ion forc&" had entered the outskirts of Phan 

H"n,~ ane by 1000 fc"d captuxed the iiinh Tll\\an Sector Headgyarters, 

c~ftc.?: .. fi_-::~:,t blocy.ir~G Phar;. Hang Br-idge just south of the city to prevent 

the: gaxriccn fro;n escMplng. 

EaT).? in the fwrnlnG N(\hi held ordered his nine AJ7' s to bonb and 

~~ b:,( .. fe tb:~ 1;\'A coluI!H1 while it "h'il.S piled up because of the knocked.-out. 

h') .. (:':;-'''' The AJ7's attacked tarGets around Du V:>ng despite very heavy 

R'it5.-ai:n::';,.ft fin;, but accidentally knocked out some of the artillery 

1"10c85 su}Yporting the Airborne oo.ttalion at Go Den •. By the tin:o the 

plp_nos returned to Phan Hang AF3 they could not land because of tbe 

fJh"U.ing by long-range NVA a.rtillery south of Du Long and were oI'dered 

to B.1.en Hoa~ 

Meamlhile, the NVA Jd Division and elements of the 10th Division 

were taki!Jg AR"11 positions around the airbase. At 0730 llghi telephoned 

III CorpfJ Eeadquartcrs at Bien Hoa to report that the air base had been 

fJurroundcd and to ask for <'-iT. support and an Airborne brigade. Toan 

replied. "1' m also very hard up here. Let me study the si tua tion and 

then I'll make a decision." Ngbi slammed do"n the receiver. At 0800 

BG Sang reeommendccl that Kghi command his units from a helicopter but 

Nehi insisted that that was not yet necessary. 

Heavy machine gun fire from a hill north of the air base began 

to hit Nghi' s quon,;et hut. !lgh! W<3.s incormed that the hill had just 

been taken from a 2d Division reconnaissance company and that the North 

Vietnamese had also just ta.ken the bomb depot north of the air base, thus 

threatening Gate No. J on the northeastern perimetl'r. !lghi ordered 
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Gen. Nh-,.t to send a 2d Division un:l_t to ret2.Lt! the bomb ('cpot and defend 
Gate 110. J. At 1030 BG SanG re?o~'t'C(; thelt the NV" unit the"t had taKen 
the bOl!1b depot had penetra tf'd tho a5.r baSD cmd occllpied a slightly 
eleva ted area in the middle of th8 Gc'."e, eff"cti v(,ly cuttinG the base 
in trIO. From that post tion tha NV,". f:U::'l;.J. recoillGc:3 rlf183 into the 
r,ali tar.y negion III fO:CHard b:~~1dau::,_·d:.(:.'T.s DYlc1 h3,n£:e)~s tn the southerll 
part of the all: base. 

After taking Pl~n Rang CUy, Gll<' Vilit cf the 3?5th jJi vision advanced 
northeast to take tl:(' l!1:ili tzry pcrt. Anoth,,!' cclu";n Ploved w'st on lit. 11 
to join in the assault on th" e.ir bCi.'''O, After taking the b:tse's maln 
gate on Ht. 11 it moved on to at;;.? c), l'rom ti-;,o rnar the 4trl HeGb.ent of 
the 2d Division: which h~d bf'C!?l h:?I .. d.! .. L3 b?~cI: t~,<;~ ~y)·g-:~h SaIJrJal.~ Regimtnt 
and 812th Indnpendent i\('giment. ut-to".c;:lnS frc)Cl ""lat. Thus >lithin five 
hours t.he NVA column hn.d covered mOj:'(j -'r ::an lj.Q l:tlo11Gters in an encircling 
maneuver. 

Nehi ordered Col. Luong to take the rClCalning t,·:o aiJ:"bo:me cOflpanies 
to accomrany lIghi and his hea0.1tl3.rtc·r-,; "t<;ff to Gate No. 1. Luong 
reported that Gate lio. 1 had already been closed off by NVA tanks. 
Nghi then ordered that the force escape by cutting through the fence. 

After slipping out of the air base the Group of about 300 concealed 
themsel ves in Hoods just nort.h of Rt. 11 south of the air base, whi.cr, was 
heavily patrolled by Jlorth Vietnamesp. tanks. Nghi intended to wait until 
dark, cross Ht. 11, and proceed to Ga Na, at0ut 20 kilometers to the 
south, where the group would take trucks to .Phan Thiet. At 1900 an 
airborne reconnaissance patrol returned to report the ,lay , .. as still not 
clear. At 0200 on the morning of the 17th Col. Luong crossed Ht. 11 
and approached the hamlet of Ny Due, iutending to ask the people there 
about the Hhereabouts of the !IVA troops. An NVA patrol, however, dis­
covered Col. Luong and his men and opened fire. 

Nghl's gro~p scattered in various directions. Nghi and ~ang hid in 
an irrigation ditch and were soon captured. james LewiS, a CIA officer 
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who had been sent t, Phan Rang a fow day,; previously. ,,;:,.s captured 

nearby. 

At 14DO on the 16th the 4th iOattalion of th, 2'2 ;":';'wre~ jrif"ad8 

and other units cauc:ht. up }Jith arl CL!'i,l;OJ:r!c~ la.tt.:.lio ;- .:.ch 1';d0 fl(:;elll~ 

south on Rt. 1 t01':ard the port of Ca l;a .:,!":.::3. k11] cd f"'C ~':'I)tl.2rE:d 1.1:8 cntj,re 

unit.Z6 
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1. HT May 1975 

2. HT Nay 1975 

). Q)JllD 15 June 1975 
4. VTD 

5. QUND 2 April 1975 

6. HT JUllC 1975 

7. QDND 2 Ap.t'il 1975 

8. QDND 26 Earch 1976 

9. liD 24 January 1976 

10. ND 2 Fcbru~ry 1976 

11. ADND 1) July 1975 

12. QDIID 26 June 1975 

13. h'T SCl".;cmber 1975 

_ 14. HT September 1975 

15. QD11D 15 June 1975 

16. QDND 9 April 75 

17. QDND 16 June 1975 

18. ADND 28 June 1975 

19. QDND 29 April 1975 

20. QDND 2 April 1975 

21. QDND 29 April 1975 

22. QDND 25 Octobcr 1975 

2). ADND 29 April 1975 

24. QDND 12 April 1976 

.. 25. QDND 27 April 1975. QDND, 1) &. 14 April 1976 

26. QDND. 26 & 27 April 1976. TCQDND Aug:.,;:;t 1975. QDND 12& 13 Hay 1975 
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fortifications. Toan pro",ised to send the 2d Airborl , brigate to 

Phan Rang ir:lmediate! • to be followed later by the 2c vi vision. Ne;hl 

complained that the~d Division. wh.tch had just been evacuated from 

Quang Ngai, ,las too 'mderstrength and battered to dt the job. To!<n 

replied that no ful_.-strength divisions Here availar te and that the 

Airl'Orne and Narim brigades ba.d suffered heavy casl lties and ,;ere 

being reorganized. Toan did, hOHever, agree to sene. Nghi the J1st 

Ranger Grou? 

None of the units at lighi's disposal were at .ull strength. The 

2d Airborne Brigade consisted of two infantry l:nttaliC'ns and an artillery 

battalion, but in fact tr.e two infantry od.ttal1ons together barely 

equalled one full-sized battalion. The 31st Ranger Group had ",11 tht'ec 

of it.s battalions, but its total strength "as only about 800 men, half 

of Hhom were deserters who had just been released from the stoe-kudc. 

The 6th Regl.ment-of the 2d Division had been sent to defend Phan Thiet. 

Both of the two 2d Division regiment dispatched to Phan Hang were 

far understrengthl the 4th Regiment consisted of a regular bat~~lion 

and a Regional Force batta.lion, and the 5th battalion was equally 

patchHork. Nghi also had four Regional Force battalions of Ninh Thuan 

Sector, an armored squadron, and the 6th Air Division. 

In deploying his meager forces Nghi sought to take as much 

advantage as possible from the terrain. To the north, the segment of 

Rt. 1 extending from Ba Rau through the district seat of Du Long (about 

20 kilometers north of Phan Rang) to Rung Dua passed bet~:een high hills 

and over numerous bridges. Here Nghi deployed the 2d Airborne brigade 

and the JIst Ranger Group, with supporting artillery placed along 

Ro~te 1. The Air Force would, if necessary, knock out the bridges. 

The 4th Regiment of the 2d Division was aSSigned the mission of blockL~g 

Rt. 11 at Ngoan Muc Pass, while the 5th Regiment was assigned to defend 

Phan Rang Air Force base, which had a perimeter 21 kilometers long. 

"Thundering Tiger' commando teams were helilifted to mountains 

20 to )0 kilometers north and west of Phan Hang to report on the movement 
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