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Appendix Ona (Task Orpanization Utilization) Te Ten Fouoo Khanh
Operation Sunwory
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Intol Flat, Binh IDuong
RP I'lat, Binh Duong
VITY 3qued, Blah Duong
S¢aroh log Tma, III Corpe
Tuonel Demo Tm, 266 CML Det. (U.9.)

Hamlot Festival

PAT Plat, Cadre Group IV

Flat, T75 BF Co.

5th ARVH Band

RP-PF Band, Binh Ducng
Cultural Tm, 5th ARVN

Culturel Tm, Binh Duong

CA 4ma, S5th ARVH

Pry-wWar Tms, 5Sth ARVN

VIS Tms, Binh Duong

Youth Serviceo. Binh Duong
Agricultural Service, BD
KRICAP, S5th ARVY

LEDCAL, 1at Inf Div
Interrogetions Tme. 1st Inf Div
" Logistical Support Teams, 1at Inf Div
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Appsadix Two {Stotistical  Summaxy) to Tan Phueo Knanh Operaiion Swmary

- ’ The following totslshave bean obizined during the Tan Poucs Xicnh
: area operations from 0110 June 1966 to 05400 June 19661

i 1, Personnel Statistics -

. ' YC KI4-2
YC WIA-4
YCC=19
. VLS89
e Deserters-21
= N Faloo ID's~4
- Droft Dodgers-118
Former VO (Probation Violation)-1%
Mlied ETA-Q
A1)ied WIA-3

2, Eneny Suirment and Materinl Lossss

3 Carbines
t Bussian Rifle
1 15 Cal Piatol
1 .45 Cal Revolver US Double iction
10 CGrenadea 7 GS/2 CHICOM/! Komewade
32 Rds .30 Cal fza0
2 Russian Stocks
4 Megnzines w/,30 & .45 Cal Rda
& Aozo Pouchas
6 Dry Batturies, Slectricol Fuzes and viring
Hadical Supplies
2 Weob Belts w/Centeens
I:baunen..a: Skatches of Div I._. + Phu Loi, Binh Duong
indicating iaportsnt inatellationn.
VC taz colleotion roceipta.
Palee ANVK discharge paper (ieoued by VC 1o a Guerrilla)
Skatches of US Signal equipaent, PRC«S, PRO-8, and wira reel
Propegands booklets.

5s Hamlet Festival

Teath pulled-107 {2 daya)
LEWCAR-240% {2 dnyas)
Leals Served-6500 (2 days)
Daga of Rica (2-kilo)-138a (3 d.a.ra)
Fntertainments
RP~Frf Bond-3 dayo
VIS Comba=3 deys : h
Province Culturpl Tonzs-3 daye
5th ARVN Band-i doy "
1at Inf Div RBend-1 day
9th ARVN Cultursl Tesms-i .day
Youth Service Tecm-3 days -
dgricnltural Service Demonstration-2 doya-300 samples
Cadre Teans-2 dayp

Leaflates
969 ! . 1, 760,000
MEICAF - 88, 00G
Curfew e ' 130,000
1ot Inf Div Good Gw . 50,000
. . Chieu Hol ’ 25,000
; 12000

. Seare ...

CONFIDENTIAL

Inei 12 Uperational noportesessons Loarned, 1ot inf Div, 31 F 66 (Gm:'t)

e )

- e oy

o TR




:
H

- CON/IL INTIAL

- -

Appendiz Throee (Henlet Feotival Oporntion) ta Tan Fhuoo lhanh
Oporntions Summary

I, FAMLEY PSTIVAL OLGANYZATION
A, Orgenization of Heamlot Festival ‘ctivities

1. 963 - I (Roquent for infoivation &nd district ispunnce of
speaial passea) stations are used in cenjunction with each othor, Aa
oivilianx are required to process throwgh the ID station thiz enables
the intrlligence people to chaoso those they wish to Queetion. It is
advipabie to locate this atation away from noisy activities puck as
the entertsinmont aren, Sinca the civilians are ept to crowd this
Area to raceive pasaes vwhite (ngineer tape 18 used tu block ofF the
arca and funnel them into the atations, Ono GF modiuz is sulliciont
for the ID teams while ¢ne smell hox tent suffices for cech intorro—
gation team, Approximutely 5 minutca are allouwwd for ezch 959 intare
viow,

2, NEDCAF Station: This &rsa is bYest lacated near the 969-1D
station ac oiviliane tend to e¢oncregzate thers, Medicel teaxms snculd
be adequ. te to handle 405 to 50 of the pojpulation. For hig: iwpast
valug inoluda a dentist. One 4P mediunm “ent can handle 4 liiukl D teawns
with supnliea. A wash facility ie sct at the recr sutside ihe tent,
Each team includes a docter, specialiat, and intexrpreters Follow=-up
vialte to the semo hamlet after oro or two days are & cust.

3o Entertainmont fetivitiess Thio ctation attractis much
attention continumlly thus it is icperative that it is run enoothly.
A stake and platform trniler is used &8 o stuze. Stoira erd a mablic
addrens oystom must be provided, £Alse, a cover for the sta;;e 18 neceg=
BAry for protection from the sun and ruin, If poasible st gzer tho
arrival ¢f the entertainmant teame and pre~achedule their rerfornances
to alleviate initial confusion, 'This mrea is geod for cclor. irest
banners depicting GV revolutionary themes and huve all spaesches by
Vietnumese ofiicials conducted here,

4. Youth Service ictivity: This servicn is & function of
the ddetrict and necesszry to entertain and control the childran at
the festival, Cemoe. Binging and a candy hand-out mrs thoir rrimary
capadilities, One COP mediuz for shalter is mdequatc. Hovies nrovided
hy the Viztnazese Infommation Sexrvice and US mjlitery #ill help thom
control the children.

5, Vietnamese Information Service: This Bervica is involved
in & multitude of activities. They provide two entertainment SYOUps §
& jJazz coubo &nd 4 cultural team, Their apeakors are used in conjunce
tion ®ith the US public eddress system in the entertoinoent aiee and
they provide the equipoent for movios. & GP pedium is sdequatc for she
moviea, This service hos also miecellaneous pamphleta and mazazi-es
for distridbuilon,

6. Vietnamese Axriculturel Servico: This service cen provide
inforn.tion to the elders sbout farming. Thic is en invalusble service
83 thr villegero are moat interested in xnowiryy how GVM can hely Zhom
In this area, A5 bulgar wheat is a food comnodiiy not neceararily
liked Iy ooet indivigusla; this teau cooks bulzer over an open fire
aad discributes sanples. -

el 7 Joevational Revort-Loscons Lcmlud,“‘lst. Inf Div, 31 Jul 66 (Cop't)
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T.  Pazlar/CA Toazet T. in. .4al cerlonins rtage re uivea erowd
€mtrol. Tae Tietnemess tenny v ik woll here, At the beyliciing cf the
88arch phate thay retu:n to tha emlet Fostival for crowd cantrel end .o
"Lngle ¥ith the crowd to disouss GVN opportunitios. The Ca teas ig uaed
initially to gaide and rontrcl the civilians entering the fostive: alen,
2uTing tha festival they mirglo with the crowd to £ind out what the
Feople want and peed &nd help the ycuth servioe cootrol the childrem.
They are helpful in Runding vut clothes, ste, to the civiliung,

8, Intermal Contrei Cadrer Croups woed in thie funetion have
bem the PP.Fp Bevolutionaxy Develspaent cadra and Feyisr/Ci tears,
A1l have dona & trezendcus Job, But the vame gTuvup shoud be w3ad cone
tinuolaly to prevent inttial confuaion &s to their cuties, ‘'hirs ia
& nesd for ushiering the aiviliane froa the asscably aron to thg runm,
ETeeting thea A% the entrance, helplag *hem find the various sativitiea,
Froviding contrel of warious sotivities and serving luncheon lires,

Js Reosption Centors A smnl)l tent 43 used fof & conirel com=
ter to Sroot VIP porvannel and to solve prollean that arise in the
Teatival arva. 4 mdic or telephons is locatad here,

10s  Sheller Tepte: /n adequata nusher of tents mhiould ba
provided for the Popalation to proteqt them from the own nni rran,
Thiz fauture helps contrel as it Cemonstrates interest in theis Lele
frre andi keeps thom st the festival, Tents tlsa provide a ood atacse
Fhere for scall dixcussion ETOUpS 4

II. FURCYIONTNG OF H.WlLiT #35TIVAL

Intereat displayed by the Trak Force's cosbined staff helped
Eaxlet Featival operationa in Tan Fhucd Yhanh and Hoa Shut to beocme
& aignifionat success. Amp g planning tine and continuoue coordina=-
ticn Tesultad in pwooth noscably and dapluyment of the larvgo Feutival
Task Feroe, Mowement from the wamectly &rca to the Han’oet Pestival
&Tes was onatrolled b7 members of the Sth A'tAT Dvision reyOps teams.
At the ntrance the civillane warm rrvsted by Qecbery of taa Nevolue
tionary Twmvelopeent cadre and then sszesbled at the entartaingant area
There tha L.WFF frevincicnl baid mam pliying. Tho district chlel
explainac the reaacns for our LTessnce and thie cpportuiitiea ¥ would
brirg to them, Kext, the uector 5-5 spoks explaining the lnzlet
Teatival »nd it3 activitiea, Calro memberd then topav.ted tha Jethering
inio grou)s taking thwa to the various A2tivitice. Aatertadnzent
ecntinued throushout the day. The lot Infantiy Mivisica: Dund jliyed,
ending thelr proswmn by parching through the hazlet sirects, Other
mtoraliment groups included thu Pvovincial JF-F? Danl, cultural
toezs and YIN imxa conbe, 5Sth AV Mdviaion provided their bend and
cultural tecas, Modizal mid to include dontal service for civiliens
and A7-rP [omiliea woa glven Ly olementa of the lat Inf Mv irty and
Sth ARVH nedical teass. For the enjoyzent of everyone tho vietnaress
irformation Service ptovided Jestemn and Cultural @ovies for adults
and children. The Vietnazose Youth Sorvice crgnnised the Haaolet
children iuto singing troops and vanous Lall gwes 1A onw inatance
the rovince Chnief plaged ball with the childien 1o 'the deliiht of N
erecyane, AfteT cooking bulsar wheat over an opan fire the Tietnamase ™
Iricultural Service served sumples to the heclet population, 2a thia
Bodity is pometipewn discnrdod by the Yietasucse as an unfivorzhle
food thi: holped convince then that whea prepared properly it oen be
&0 appriining diah, A Y5697 Velupteer Inlfommatlon Sorwice interviewed
gany oi:1'i.nm in an attemnt to gather Ylat Cong intelligence, A
2=kitA 1 of captured VO rice whg given to all thooe interviewed,

ihe . 12 cratlonal Repart-lossona Lesracd, et inf Div, 31 Jul &6 {Con't)
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Results of this service ran bo fucnd in the u-2/% partion of thia
Terort, Loupla! with the abave icti.ily ths Province hotienal Tolice
Ten an fdeniificaiinn chack wod 3saued tesrsrary passes for eiviiien
control., it noon a luncheon cOnciuting ol hat dols, potats z.lcd ar
rice, milk, juico and all the exiras w3 Aerved to the peoile, iven
though ths people commented about tar unusual anq Birorge tahva ¢f the
Lood thay all rsiurned for seconia wad thirds, Pipgling with the
trowd througheat the dny weza elraomts of the 5¢h AEVN and dink Juong
Province Poywar teaze, They fosmed nmall ai scuession groupa rclating
the faois of GV¥ opportunitiss, Many villag=1e wers fourd to have
11tt’ e knonledge of the povernment of Loush Yiatana, Durirt mil
Bamlet Footitals shuiter is provided for “he Population, 'Mthout
shelter fron the wun or roin meny women with pmall children and the
¢lders desiTe tc return homo. Since apprehensicna un high with the
15-45 year old age group of Hua gone every concidarntion ia divan to
the families resmaining. a9 thia deconotrates intverest ia their velfaze
thias 16 a atep in coavineing the people that GVY can meet thoir newdis,

III. SO STION3 ND R-LOCIRUDTIONT

4, Suggestion: lMorw Hanlot Featival activitiga will bring core
GVE opportunitiss to the people and establiiah STeLTer Tapport for
their retum,

Recormendation: More activitios such as the ¥ictniuene
Educationrl Servics, Agricultural Service, XACO and Voterinardan
3ervices should be oalled upon to placy displays st the Uamlat
Peatival,

B. Sugsgesticn: There is a neal fcr axtonsive internal oontrol,
Someons i3 newded to lead tho reople from the as1a0nbly arce to thy
fratival, greet them ¥hoa they entor and ahav thea Lie varicus cative
itiea, Thosn yaople would serve in the neos lines End ptatlion them-
selves at differont motivities to puide toe Qivilianas,

Rasomuendation: A mpsolcl toam conaisting of Tietmasone
pereornal shonld ba organiged at Provinos lavel for use ai the Hamlet
Fostival for intormnl control.

C. Suggzestions In that sons villasera aro igroreat of VO aztivity
araund thon and others fully ow-re of it wn would raun voyeholoical
advanteze by showlng_ wh~t woe {iud,

Recommondntiont Prejare & wespons nnd eguipoest display for
the people, The display wo:la conaiot of thinzs fownd in and arcund

tha villnge, Cadtured personnol couwld &i3o by displayed by the Province
er Ddstiiat Chief, .

. +
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HARRLTIVE OF THE 2ATTLE OF LOC MINI PLAUTATION




Inclowure 1% )par: tiore) Report L. scrs Learned, 18t Inf Div, 31 Ju 65
Resure of Dattle ni LG NINH Rubber Plantatiun

: % B, 24th Infentry
L. Nirl, South Vietnem {i07308)
t2 Juna 66

RESUUR of BATTLE of 10T SL.5 RUDBER PLANTATIOX

The Baiile of tha loe Nina Rubber Plantation was asondusted under
the canofy of the gently rolling Loc Finh Rubbsr Plantation two Xilow
Eaterw veatl and northwoest of Loo Binh, cooxd XL747097. vagetatioa
unler the &0 ft, rubber tross vas negnsibh. ‘‘wathar for the onerme
tict was falr with the execptlon of Faavy ground fog in the esrly -
BoImang,  The fog delayed the heliberme portion of iha opareiien
from CH2% uwntil 0815 whan the fo disaolpated sulficiantly to allew
the L31D helicoptars to maka iboetr 140t of one CILC platoon and 2na
platoon from A Co inte the L3 vio coord XU702112. Touchdowvn vas

1108351 Jun 66 following a five minule gunchip proparation in the
area.

The round blocidng elemonts, twa platoena froa A Co, departea
the Loc Nink area at 07157 along Route hod nud Route Dlue, Itelece
tively. At CT35H theas olazants roport ‘. vecaiving 3/A fire froa
APRroxibately oce platoon of VO via coows AU715093. 4 Co's 0Vmm
DOTLArs Woro fired into the arce with unl “own regulta. Li the name
wio, at OJI1JH, the blocking oclewcnts had tiree woundad by S5/ fire
fron the W Naniml at the top of liill 130. The fiaa piricrs
from A Co were azain called 7 the hilliop. Folloning the narias
barmmge the tre blosidng flatoons bovod inte positisns to Lhn south
and east of the TC iooations on liill 150, vio cecrd XUT33095,

The helibormma olezents after vhoir initanl landing, healcd
#outh terard thadr original objectiva of tha Village Nr, 10 conplax,
sontenvi at IVTINI00, At O40H t's blecking elecoris roporied
Tedeiving MG Mire froca 8 Punker nt vis coord 0717095, Upon receive
iny t=ie irformation the CI'Les Co elewents altsrad tholr -dcaion
and moved aouth 1o asstiat againot wha' wam nov estisated 1o Ly at
leas” ore VU rlatoon enmtrerched on top of Nill 190, A Co'a platocon
covel to the normh of tho T pomitiona tying in with the two ‘.locking
forces &m the east and eoutkh, tius foraing s Uszhaned iRy aren te
the 5¥. The £I1! nlatooa attr-q;:ox to pentrato he WO poweliions Jrom
the 37, Lut vare repulsed by nheavy §/4 and A fire coains frox iha
well emtirenchoed enery, The CILT olezenia than dicplaced, iying in
witk 4 Cota blackiny elecentns on the south. 5imn cortare wars
ienediately oailed in o Uig nerth, sealing off aay YT route of
vi’.r.n..‘-;m.

Dua e tho intanaity of tio fizhting C Co wns alerted at 02GL
to e rroparcd to move oan feot to asmist A Ca, At 0947 C Co was
criored to ROWe in suprort of the elasentn arcund ¥111 150, Ty
03T 4 and € Co hed 1inked up, C Co moving around toward aoord
XCT1M 28, As U Co woved to affect tie in, A Co indicated that W
¥ard »oving to thea N3 toward iill 177, vio doord (I72i111. € Co
wap tren ondersl by the Dattalion Coonander to move north to intvervept
and sttaak the VO oin that wvicinity, . T

Tzer approchirg coord YU720194 € Co ran into intense sround fire
from et Leant ana VT oczpany firzly entrenched in burkern LIith ovexs
hoad cov.s in the wic af Hill 177, artillery and 4.2Y. norins fire
was callxl on tie VO pomitiona ——-e. to the posih to prevent the VO
from ¢ -2~i~w, At 1XXH C Co roquented mun.itiu-x resupply and
furthas .. rlatuncs 0 cancuver azainst tha easexy forca. ‘In less
Whree ©uror wanates two heliroptor loads of axninition wero air-

Lo v Joty front linde, The rwoon Pialoon vas lmnediately
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diopatohed on foot from Los Ninh with 841l addit:onal ammuzition
and a mission of edding tha C Ce attucking elesents scuth of iill
177

The Reocn elenant moved to A Co's CP lecation, vie ooard
XT720092 and then prooreded north to assist C Co, Xiiling thres
¥YC snipers alsrg the way. At 1320E Recon and ¢ Co linked up wi*h
Becon being placed on C Co loft {isnk vic coord XU717104, In proe
paration for an asgault, core artillery wsa fired ca the YC poals
ticns around 331 177, The attack coz=enzed at 1425% with C Co on
1line srat to wast and tho Rezon Tlatoen piaching in em VO trerelvoxrk
£xa0 the vest along s ridgeline running rorh vie cooxd .U715113,

At this point the ¥C concentrated their firew on lecon and € Co
plateon on tha left, husling grenades asd firing 8/A froa the trooa.
Simultanecusly, the W Legmrn hitting tho Ietcn FPlitoom's left flork
with intonoified 5A and A fire. Tho fecim in turm attexpted to
fall back to prevent tia \C envoloping sovezaent. Jhile in the process
of monepplishing this mAReuver, the W moved m machizesun into &
trench opoupied bty the Toctining Nocon elemwcits, resulting ta the
\C ovarrunning tha pasitions, C Co inned:ately countersd with its
reservs platoon, elizinating the YO resiotence, puahing the enos
eff Hill 177 into the artilleiry volleys to the :orth aid nor:hrest,
terninating this portion of the battle at arcuna 11161%Y4 Jun 83,

Mepnuhile, in tho A Co arca to tho sauth, comoscutive .isaults
from the ncrth, south, and weost failed to dislodse the WO from their
ensrenohed positions, & CID: company Dov.ins went on peirol uns
divorted into s bloocing peaition wic ocomd AU 700090, 4 Company's
81mm mortaze continuod to pownd the VC pesitiens, but to ne appierant
avail, Tho I Comsander than decided 1o sowadt his [inal reaorve,

D Co,-at 1430{I, at the saze tims novirg the CING compimy eass to
XUT13050 into & pore advantageous blookind and mancuvering location.

When D Co linked up wath A Co nt 15(C7 the ! Co elyinis wers
repositioned to aljow the artillery to fire a prera=wiion all alang
Hill 150 prisz %0 an ssunult by D Co. A ihe zsan:ize the CIDG
platoon attacnod to 1 Co a:d poaitioned vic coond XTU714093 retreatad
to tho south after their intecprutor had bean killel by the VO, thus
ereating a ;ap in the A Co linee on the sviuth. Tha IF advisor then
joined A Co until the battle anded,

Folloving s #ixtuen wollay artillery tizbardment B Co aszeulted
Bi1l 150G at i630h, complately overyuniing the VO positions, Tho T
fiod to the south and ran inta a heavy volwnm of Cime from the CIDG
blockdng force, cauging tbe VC to scattur 3J in corfleto disorganiza-
+lom, .

After the {inal assauit, consolidatious were made 1n the Tat-
talion Zome of Aotiv—, Casualties were theon evacuated, nmunmition
resupply wan effpcised, £ad the battle.iell waa peliced of VO bodises
and equipmont with a thorough eearch of the antire area, The In f.en
roved on foot back tr Base camp location ayound Wie Loc Hinkh airatrip,
final elasanis closing at 112300H Jun 6a. .

4, fasualty Pijurcss’

e n

ea = 33 KIA = 99 ch)

Lk o= 33 WA = 1 (Captured}
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ESSUME of BATTLE of LOC KNINA RU.sBER PLANTATION (CoNT'D) .
.
The ene<y force was esiizated to Tte from two to three main o
force TT coopazies. Bocauso af the nature of resisiance \;‘
this satination was never apparunt until approximntely
120GH, N
N
24 Enemy Equipsant Capitureds e
a, £Cza poriar - 1ea conplets w/amzundtion : o
b. 5XS Rusaian Carcino = tea =
0. Porerfauat - lJea w/azcunitian O
de Mi=42 Hachinegun = 1ga R
8. YC Usbsoear N
f. WC modical Suvnply S N
h. Husercus grimades, mines and S/A azmunition S
3. Ammunition Expendod: -
8. 8iea nmortars « 400 B3, 14 111, . B :.\o
b. 4.2% moxtars = 55 03, 5 4P s
0 10%m Arty = 1143 HS e
ds Szall Arms - Two baric loads o~
o
4. Mr Sortica loway \\\
‘ir was used o bloak YO routs of eccspo to the vest side R NS
of thes battle arer. IJixtocn sortises wure flown Dy F=100%s,. ’
F=4C*s and Favy AR aircraft, Ordnance oxpended &8 followe: N
CIU, Bapaln, 260 1b. frwgmonsation bombe, 20we cannon, ol
. Y
" . . N
. .
. N
Ju/¥yle ¥ Bowio . - R
3 Inel . JtfLE . BONIR )
1 RSSO OVZRLAY Lt €ol, Inf - ot
2 PRAG ORDER Comma~ding - : . N
3} OPZRAPIOR OVIRLAY ’ ’
“4 TEUR COPT*
A 240 >
WILLIAM 1. FONDSR JR
Yojor, Artillery
-~
.
L] \
a
T e
15-3 *
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C.py Uz, 11y Copiea
end Bn, 2dth Inf, fot Inf Mv

Loa Xinh, South Vietnaz {(.T7308)
1016008 Jun 66

X

FRAJ ORDER {OPERLTION EL PASO I1i)

REPEHENCE: MAP, SOUTH VIETNAM; 1:50,000 LOC WINT 6346 IV; 10C STITN
6346 I1I,

e MISIIOM A Co w/1 pletoon CING c¢onducts mearch of Villare Ne, 0,
loo HMinh Rubber Plantation, vid coord XU7209, to cleur ares of
looal YC.

2. ECCUTION
8, Conoept of cparations A Co {-} w/CIDG platoon attached, at
110600 commences pove by foot and [iUID helicopier to Burs
aound Village Nr. 10 and olear it af WO and VW aymzathirzers.
b, A Cor At 00DOH two platoons follow Esute Red and loute Hlue
to blocking positions sast end ecuth of Villagze Hr. 10, At
0530H ono platoon froam A Co w/ono platoom of CIDG helilifted
to LZ XU701112, move south, conduct search and aloecr of U in
Tillage Nx. 10,
0. B To1 Be prapared to rainforce A Co on 20 min, alert,
d. € Cos Ba prepared to reinforce A Co on 5 min. alori,
e, Heavy Mortar: G35, priority to A Co.
. f. Rcoons Reinforce on call,
~ g« ATt Demo suppest on call.
’ h, Coord. Instructionsi
(1} A€o sund one man to zaintein constant coordinstion with
cIDG,
2} Gunahip prep of LI five minutes prier to landing,
3} W axd VS evacuated to Loc ¥inh on foot.
4} Zwvacuate cosualiies to reer on foot il posaidlae, Dusteff
on call. Dustoff freqs 45,7

{5} FAC freq: 42.6

ACKNOTLEIGE:
BOYIE
Lt Col
ATRIX: A
DUSTRIBUTION: B
GTVICIALs
/8/Meh .
len fe/TABDAT Bograded to POR ORSICTL Uis OMLY
82 upon cxocutions

npon, Complgtion, -

Tamaeisw # ZIarational Rnport,-lnuaons Ioarnod 1ot Inf Ny,

Letut e

; o . 15-4
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JARBATIVE O7 THE D 71 OF SDOK DOHG § AUG 1533
- 30 JTH 9.

RO . eIcd {Uu)

Tho 2718t Yiet Cong Main Force Iteriment wes dcfeated on 30 June
1966, nonr tho village of SROK DG in one of ko cleselo engagomenta
of the Yietnau conflict, In contiruairy their eiforts to repel the 1st
Infentry Piviaion {rom the EL PA30 II araa of wsperations, the VG
attempted to acmbush Troops B and €, 1at Squadron. 4th Cavalyy and
Compony €, 24 Battalion. 18th Inferntry. As a consequence, the 27iet
fdegiment swforad heavy iosges and wos soundly deleated.

BiCLCRIXD (V)

Oporation T PA3O II comzenccd on 2 June 1956 when intclligence
indicated that three Viet Cong and one North Jietnemose regisenta wera
poised to Tetusa their “Honsoon Campaign" bty attacking Gvd aid U,5.
Spaciel Forcea compounds in MINH TH'KH, KOL QUZH, LOC WINE, wid SONG Bz,
Pacausn of thip threat, Commanding General, Il rield Porca, Vietnam,
directed one infantry end one &riillery baitalion be depleyed io 10C
HINE to strengthon tha defenoes in this area. Subgequenily, additional
elemonta were deployed by C3 ist Div until by mid-June the cejority of
the di-ision wna operaiing throughoil BINH LOHG and PHULC LORC Provinces.
1gt Tnfantry Mdvision troop dispositions aa of 300600 uune ara indicated
on atteched map 1. Two sigmificant engogenonts had been fou ht with
the VT prior to 30 June, On 8 June, Troop A (+), st Seuadron, 4th
Cavalzy hnd ppoiled an ambush on Route 13, sst by tne 2724 VC kein
Porce Reximont while pasning through Til 0, an &res batween Ci{ON THANEH
and HON QU:¥, hen the 4-hour engegesent onded, tae VO had loat 105
KIA {BC) vith an additicnol 259 prodebly killed. The second signifi-
gant enjagement invelvod elemcnts of the 2d Batialion, 268th Infaniry
and CL N} forces in the Battle of LOC NDH Flantation on 11 June 1966,
Ona battnlisn of the 2734 liain Porce Regimen: was empleced in trenches
and heevily fortified bunkers 7Tut efter passive artillexy and mortar
fire ard nir strikas, the positions vere overrun. VO losses Wore 98
KI4 (BC) end 150 KIA {Pxobable).

For obout teo weeka the 24 Zatiulion, 18th Infantyy with the
18t Squadron. 4th Cavalry (-) had the mission of securing the divisiom
base at UMW 1OI and the HOW <U'N airfield. From 3 June, ihe cavelrny
squadroen. h.d been perforaing recornaissence to the eaat, aouth, southe
west, ond to the north linmited by the desiroyed bridgo on Kaute 15
at X7 722975, In coordination with 4RVii {orces tho bankn of tne
stream were preared to permit empincement ©f an ermored vchinle
launchea bridge {AVLB} just to the lsft of the one that had been
danaged, /n operation was plamed in conjuneiion witn the eoplocement
of tho AVLE, to camence on 30 June. The squarron plan wae oubmitted
to Lt Col Larbert scChiysiai, Corsanding Officer, 2d Battulion, 10th
Infontry, and w:s approved for operstions in the area indicated on
paps 2 end 3, The nieaion esaigned to Lt Col Loonard Lewans, i
Comzonding Officer, 1st 3quadron, 4th Cevalry, was petunlly threefold. !
Pirst the squadron (-} was to orosa Check Point GOLDEN GATE {AViB)
and procced north elang Routo 13 conéucting & pac¢onnaigsance in forea,
Troop C wns 0 oparate in aree ol operation BA3TBALL while D Yrmap
would initially opsrote in TCOTBALL and leter in TuliNIS. Sacond, B
Troop, in oonjunction with crerations in T:S4NIS, would cacort an ‘
onginoor oooop losoder from LOC NLNI, bagk to Chock Point GOL'MNN CATE.
Third, tho opcratien wos to decelve the cnemy an ta tho nciuul ared
4n whioh tne diviaion was plenning to gperate in the nesrT futura,
Both troops wers to cloee beck into HON QUAN by 1930 en 30 June.

DOWHGRADD AT 3 YRR LITZAVALS
DROL AJSTFIED AFTER 12 YZARS f
LOD DIR 5200.10
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Troop B would have bme plal on . C Company, 2d Dattalion, 13th

'Infantry atts-ned, while the re. _m > of € Company would move with

C Troop., Tre 2d Battalion, 18t frl .iry maintained I Company on
alert en thie rapid reaction forc., Tiith final plonning coapleted,
the operation would begin on 30 vunec.

The vegetation in the area of the contact ia wooded on both
gides of tha road. Tha only open arcas are rice paddies, some streen
lines, and sumsll lmkea, Even here, tiere io adeguata conoaalment due
to the chest-hich graes.’ Thers are hoavily forested areas as indi-
cated on map 3 and the skotch maps, with the traes 150 - 200 feot
hizh. Although movement in the grass is 2ifficult to obeerve Irem
the Rrovnd, it cen be obeerved froom the air except where the terrain
is heavily forested. U he chest-high grmss comaa up to the showlders
of the road, The weather at the time of contact was cleer and hot.

4B BATTLE OF SQOK DONG (J)
On 30 June, Troop B, Ist Squadrom, 4th Cavalry, with attached

16t Platoon, C Cemprny, 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry and AVLB nection
departed the squadron perimeter et HON QUAN enroute to Check Point

‘GOLDEN GATZ. The colu=n wes located at the bridye oite by 0859 Doure.

Troop C was to depart HON QUAN at (730 with C Coapany {~}. Hovever,
this column was delayed until Troop C could reorganize after thae
search operation comducted until 2400 hours the previous night, At
0910, the column crossed GOLBN GATE with 3 Tzoop leading end pro=-
ceeded north on Houte 13 to the opurationsl areas speciflied in the
order, Upon mrrival at Check Point 1, tac 3d Tlateon with the vlctoon
of infoniry tumed east and conduci¢d 8 rnconnpriesanca to the ford at
Chock Toint 2. Due to the depth of the ford, the plaioon rotrocod
the route to Check Poirt i, turned north on Iloute 13, peseed thoougn
the 1ot Platocn, end continued north. Order of march was now 3d Pla=
toor, with attached infactry, Troop Commend Group, 2d Platoon, and
1at Flatoon. )

Trecop C turmed west at Check Point 1 end procecded te the first
atresn, Three mortar carriers, ten infaniry-nen, and the 3 Iletoon
rensined at Check Point 1 and ectablished a perineter. The uortars
ware laid west to suppert thc troop., As C Troop noved west, they
#lanked the ropd on bath sices. Aifter crossing the stracq, the
infantry diswmounted and deployed.

At nbout 093¢ hours when the lead persennel carrier of D Troop,
mowing nérth on Koute 13 toward LOC DX, reacned a peint ebout mid-
wey RcTose the Tice paddy (sketch map 1), 1t begon Tecelvinyg morthr,
emall arss and reseiiless rifle fire and mzpeared to be the only one
engaged, 1ot Lieutenant Janes P, Flores, 3 Troop Cormander, could
gpee the nmortzr rounds bursiing from his pesition in the colum ohout
800 meters to the resr of the lead vehicle. lle inmediatcly called
Col Lewane, wWhe wag over the area in an 0d=13 helicopter, The 34
Platoon then reported receivinz heavy Iire oo the north and norih=-
weat, L preplanned airstrike was currently in progress vicinity
X7 7499, which Col Lewana divarted to XU 721018 at Lt Fleres! reguest.
Lt Flores then ealled the 24 Flatoon forward snd deployed then around
the %d Platoom. Tho 24 Platson brought theix two tanka and one from
the 1et Plotcon forwend. Py this tine oll but one tenk and o parson«
nel cerrier of the 3d Platoon had retumed e Check Polnt 1 wita
wourded end to Teplerish anmunitien, 4ll platoons were now in con=-
tact on both sidcs of the rToasd, with the hesviost volume of fire
oominy [rom the weat.
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The Viet Cong hed set up t' . & ugh in the shape of an "L, with
a heavy security element crussir =~ road elong tre treil north of
the paddy. The logs piled at & do; %o the enst of Chezk Point 3
afforded food protection and ool - 0. the recolliess Fifles were
probably located hers. Mortars -er: reported by a forward ai¥ con=
treller iu thoa wosds to the noxnt: of the village, The ambush extended
. for about 2000 meiers, but with :ha exeapticn of a pecurity eleuant
to the northeaat of Check Peint 3, the eszuern wide of the road was
lightly dafended, Tho YU appcarcd to be lined up all alenz the west
. - slde of the road with the heavy weerens about 150 meters from the road
-+ in the heavigat vegetation, The VC wera wearing a variety of kiakd,

. black, and green uniforms. One strong point had been established Ly
the VT in vicinity XU 722007, The recoilless riflas caused the most
trouble, and were also the moat difficult to locate. During the firet
30 minuics of tho rontnct, the enemy concentrated on nocking cut the
tanks, 211 four B Truop tanks wero disablod fren hita cm the tank
connanderts cupola and subsequent wounding of the crew.

The 1ot Pl'toon of B Troop was carryiny the wounded to 301D
GATE with an intermedisto aid ctolion sat up at Chesk Point 1. They
alao helpod with the ostsblishment of a sireng point at Check Point
1. Becauss the incoming fire at Check Foint 1 was so intense, Dust Off
airer:{t could not land so the oquadron 5-3 eet-up the st Off 1.Z at
GOLIEN GATE end wounded ware collected at Ciieck Point 1 and then
moved south,

Troop B concentrasted on leyins down o heavy base of fire to the
vegt, “Adratrikes which had been continuwous frow the initial
Btrike, wels being plrced to the north and west. Artillesy waa
cttacking targets on the east of Route 13 and ormed GEelBts and ChE=4T'a
wers meking firing pesses north and scuth on the areas iomediately
adjacent to the ronds Wnon the st Flatcon reported recolviny fire
at Check Point 1, 1%t appearod to Lt Fleres that the W were attempting
to cut him off from Check Peint 1, An airsirike was imeiictely
called in and the fire alackened at this lacation. The remaining
elenenta &t the heed of the ¢olumn were stiil receiving heavy fire
fron all types of weapona and Lt Fleores called requeating ¢ Troop
oome up and help,

When the first coatsct wee reperted, Captain Sterchen Slottery,
C Troop Commander, ordered the infsniry to mount up and prepare to
meve back to Chuck Foint i, estlablish o sireng voint, and be prepared
to assist B Troop, %he 3d Flatoon had been receiving some lizht fire
at Chock Foint 1, but when the other jlatoons wrrived at this loceticn,
the fire became more intense, Severnl of the infantry riding on the
pergsonnel corriers werc hit as morier ruvunds started felling into
the area, Capt Slattery ordered the plotoons tc derloy cad push out
the perimetor, prizazily to the north. The 3d Flatocr wes opercting
northwest of tho crosoroads, st TMlatoon cast, &nd £d Matoon went
and gowthivents The mortars had been re-laid to [ire to thie north.
Chetk Point 1 was becoming very jarmaed with C Troop caneuvering und
wehicles returning with B Troop wounded. Choek Point 1 continued to
rocelve heavy pmall nrmas fire with mest of it coming irom west of the
road. lMortar and recallleoa fira ves beirg acswered with o heavy
volume of 50 coliber fire from tho personnel corriers at the road
Junction, Col lewsne called &nd ordered € Troop to rush north and
relieve the prescure on B Troop, The 3d Platoon was fipally able to
etart moving north with the tank from 2d Fiatoon. About 200 meters
from €heck Foint i, the tank wus hit in the turret exnd the comumader,
Sexgeant Allieon, and the loador were sBoriously wvounded, Thay wero
palled from the tank and evacuniod. The tank continued north, The
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€ Troiw colum conmiated of the 2d Flctoon, 1st Platoon, and Troop
Comeard Croup {sketch wap 2), ~me 52 Flatoon, € Coupany {-), ana
fortsa remained at the crossroads, Intense [ire wis received all
the way to B Troopts position, but a bheavy bage of fire was mAine
talned by the rersonnel carriers and the tank. The brush U8 8o
thick and eluse on both sides of the Toad, grencdes were Just tomsed
over the sides of the vehicles. .ibout 509 meters after the firat
hit, ‘he tank was hit asain, but the driver k¥ept going even though
the gumner, Gargeant Mddle was wounded and evacuated, Vhen the
Troop € colucn arrived at the tail of the B Troop pesition, Lt Florow
aaid to 7o ferthor noxth and fire to the weat, Tho 1st and 24 Fla-
toons moved up and deployed a9 bast as they could aince they wers
confinoed to the area inmediately left and Tight of the read. Fira
wes directed east and west with the heaviest volume to the wveat,

Col Lewane ordered € Treop to hold at thig peint until B Troop could
be extracted md move south, The C Troop tank went almost to the O1
€Tid line befors it turned around ond cace back, Threa men from the
2d Platoon joined Sergeant Yilaon in the tank and altioush pover to
the turrot was gone, t:ey succeeded in geiting the gun beariny to

the north and northweat, Sixty munda were rired befora the ansunie
tion vas exhausted, The tank wes then noved along side a disabled

B Troop tark and the arunition transferred, VO conld be saen jumping
around but didn't appezr to be withdraminz., Artillery vas firinz
north and east and airotrikes were bYeing concentrated on the weat, mt
appoared to bo too far weat, Captain Slattory eaked Col Levane to
movo them in closor mnd the next 8trike cane in pouth to novth with
CDV whioh landed very ¢lose t¢ the road,

With the arrival of ¢ Troop. Lt Plores pulled all the Temaining
elements of B Troop back to Check Point 1, to regroup, rearm, and
establish a block along the road west from Check Point 1, When the
first 1ifts of A Company, 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry were appreaching
the LZ, Lt Flores palled back, Troop B Termained at Check Yeint 1 for
about 40 .dnutes to rearm and get the wounded ang dead back to OLDIN
GATE. Tho next 30 rinutes vers token to nove tha Jet end 24 Fl.stoons
down the rvad to block. The 3d Platoon handled the evacuntion af
wounded (akeich mep 3),

Lisutenant Charles D Cole with the 3d IMaotoon of G Troop had been
handling casualtica between the forumd elementa and GOLDIY mATI, He
loadled C Company on the pér3onnol carriors and roved to tho hoad of
the ¢olum, After the in* try were dropycd, the 3d Platgon deployed
w1at of ihe roed while the 22 D ~toon peved off to the eszat in an
attenpt to push the YO out onto the LZ {oketch map 4). Lt Cole's
Plefteon hit a VO atrong pount. He was hit in the chest and aeversl
others were wounded bafore they could pull hack, The wechanized flama
thrower with Lieutenan* John ¥ Lyon's ist Pl. toon asaicted in the
extractiun of 3d Dlatoon. A3 the infantry bepen to land on LZ 2
and G Compony began to deploy, the fire sl.ckened, Wire from the
vorrennel carriera was directed sore to the west. The VU started
witherawing and nay were Killed as they Junped to run throuzin the
high grans,

Mter a delay of sbout 30 airutea csuncd by encmy {ire receivad
from both sides of the oad, B Tzoop vaa occurying their blocking
position., Initially, tha hezd of the column halted just wast of the
stresn until information was received that a roinforced ARVN APC
troop would assist. The block was then extended to about the 70 R-8
grid lina, TFrom the blocking positicn, T coull be eeen withdrawing
along the trail that parallels the road &nd wele taken under fire,

/T

F PR




L

i g

herma

ET B T T R

Troop C established & perimeter along Routo 13 until the
infanty, star.ed makinz the sweeps Iy 1530 contact alonz the rosd
had practieally ceased and the personncl moved into the bruah to
search for degd and wounded VU and weapons. The 3d Plaioon, B Troop
Tetumed to the blocking position with the Aero Rifle Platoon of D
Troop., Iy 1700 movement had ceased and the iwo troopas remained in
position the remainder of the day.

RZACTION (U)

Jor a weok prior to 30 Juns 1955, B Compeny. 2d Battalion, 18th
Infantry Lad been maintained on & 30 minute alert as a rapid reaction
force and was in this posture st the time B Troop oode contact, Yhan
it became obvious that both troopa mnd the attached xifle comnany
were heavily engaged, B Compiny war alerted for probable deployment.
Two questions had to bo answered [ixst; how tney would be employed
and by what means of trrnsportation. All helicopters were fully
committed on other amisalons. Twelve 5/4 ton trucks were collected
from the various units in the vicinity of the battalion command post
at QUAN LOI, and B Company was prepared to move prior to their arrival,

- At 1026 hours the helicoptsrs supporting the 1st Battalion, 268th Infan~

try in the S0N3 BE arca were diverted to QUAN LOI, Wut by 1040 hours

‘had not orrived. Coopany B departed by vehicls for the squadron Come

mand post at HON QUAN, and at 1105 pessed te control of Col Lewane,

Betoween 1015 snd 1020 hours, A Coopany, 24 Battellon, 18th Infena=
try was alerted, pulled off the perimeter, and instructed toc be on
the airfield in the event helicopiers becamo Bvailcbtlse. Company A

. wesA assembled an the mirfield by 1100 hours. Genersl DePuy called

Col lcChrystal to tle division command post about 1040 houro to be
briefed on what hed happoned in his battalion, General Deluy made
tho decision to divert t2 helicopte's from SOEG B%, All helicoptors
closed the AU LOT eirfield ot 1120 hours., Col Lewans wes informed
of the current atetus of Coopanies A ond B end asked where and how ba
%izhed to deploy them. A command and control helicopter arrived for
Col McChrystal and he Bnd the baitelion S-3 went fozverd for a
Treconnaigsance,

Col Lewene had selected two lending zones; L2 1 in tho rice paldy
on the eeat of Route 13 (XU 727012) and LZ 2 acrues the road, He
decided on the lotter with the direction of attack mouth, ' At 1145,
Col Lewcne was inloruad tnat the firat lift of A Compary was loaded.
The comrany commender was briefed thot he would lend on LZ 2; ha
should overcte his radio on the sgquadron frequency; and he wep under
control of the sguadron comurnder, The LZ wap prepared by air atrikce
and artillery and ther was marked with enoke fiom Col McChrystel'e
aircralts A Conpony closed in twoe 1ifts.

Company B proceeded north on Route 13 toward CI' GOLDEN GAFE,
Upon arrival at thev locetion, the coapany would be moved inio the
battle area by helicopters or pereonncl carriers, Kajor Taylor
lande? at the bhridge and discovered there vere & rumber of wounded
reqaring evecuntion by Dust Off helicopters and the pick-up zone
v.uld tecomo too congested with assault helicoptere londing there
ileo. An glternate pick-up zone wag celected at XT 734567 and tha
road coluim of B Company was diverted to this loecation, Comnany B
then wnde an Airmobilo assault into L2 2 utilizing four lifis of five
aireraft, A command group from the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry had
been prepared “or 1ift after B Comp ny hed closed the LZ, 4a one
helicopter in the lret 2ift of B Company landed, it eppartently
struck a dui C0U bomblet, All personnel cleared the damazed saip
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. before it was consumcd by fire, Col McChrystsl landed with D Come

yany, and assumed ocomoand of Companios A end B, Col L'wene was
inforned of this end that tho battalien (-) wao attesking in the
direotion he had specified,

An the companles etartod pushing oouth, B was wesi of Houte 13
end A to their right (oketch map 5), Conpany A met resistance alout
200 meterg asouth of tho LZ while D Compeny Was mepping up the remainin
olanenta of 1ho onomy just to tho weot of Route 13, About 300 mosern
south ef the L3, D Company uncoverod C Troop and C Company (m). At
this time, Col LieChrystsl esoumed comzand of these elementa, Conpany
C was ordered to reoxgnnize end scarch the immodi .io arca, vhila ¢
Troop vas to reorganize, recover disabled tanks and persomnel caxriers,
end aupport from Route 13 ma Coopany D continued sveoping south and
4 Company” mouthwest, Conpany B cossed to meoy resistancs by tho time
they had nrugressed about 800 motors from the LZ, Uowever, A Coupany
met stiff resistanco alony the orcek, vicinity (U 715005 {okeich wap 6},
The Viet Cong had eatabliched m etreng combat ¢atpost line cast and
west of tho creek, Company A sustained a few wounded. 3ince po
headusy ves being pade, C Company was conmitted on the risht flank
of A Company, The link-up was nade by 1515 and the ptrength of the
two vompinios forced the YO out of their positions, Dust OIf was
completad and the sweap continuod south to the blockirny nositions
held by )} Wrecop and tha ARVN forces,

At 1300, Col Berry, 1st Brigade Commandar, landed and direoted
the 24 Dattalion, 18th Infoantry to esoceable at 12 2 and beoomsa the
brigade recerve. Tho units retumed to en asseably area just seuth
of tha LZ In the orxdex I, 4, ond C Compary, where the bettalicn
renained ovemisht., The reconnailssance pl.toon, end mortar mlatoen
of the battalion wera flown in at 1700. Threo acbush sites vere
sotahliehed on the eouth, southwest, and the west, but no ensmy
activity vas experienced duxing the night.

During the time the 2d Dattalion, 10th Infantry was prejaving
for derloywent, the 1at Drigode Comdander wes alerted at 1003 to
move one infantry battalion and tha brigade TAC CP in that erder to
QUAN LOI. The 1at Battalion, 24 Infentyy commanced the move at 1234
hours usiny Ce123 and CV-2 eircraft. The brigads closed the eirfield
at QUAN TOT &% 1730, At 1622, the 1et Battalion, 24 Infaniry commenoced
en airoobile assault into LZ BLUS, (aan 2) and by about 17%5 hal
closmed into the area and began eveeplny auatward,

Shortly after the contaot was ronorted, ths BLOUI LONI Provinoe
Chief offered units immediatoly available te him for support of the
16t Infontsy Dii-~sion, The 3d Troop, 13t Cavalry, L7VH, with 20 APC's
reinforced with ima 3d Coaopany, let Battolion, $th hoziment, ‘HVR,
weroe attoched to the 1pt Squadron, 4th Cavalry, At 1100 houxy tho
T.8. Advisor reported to tho 1st Infantry Division G- fox a utssion,.
Has was dirooted to innediately procecd north om Houte 13 to link up
with U.5, elenents at Cueck Tolnt 1. Thio wos accoaplished and the
Ylockin: position estebliched at approxiceicly 1300 nours {sketch map
5), The 9th Rojlment had one other cowpany lonediately aveilabla for
oparaiions vhich moved to pecure the bridzw at Chock l'eint GOLLIH GATE.
The Ra:ional Porce conpaniss were securing the road between the bridgs
and HOK '.UAN. Ono ooapany ol the S5th Rogiment wes called brok from
sn operation south of QUAN LOI 88 & poasible seoort for ths move of
-on artillery battery north on Routs 13,

At gbout 1100 hours, two CID? coxzpenies wers sent from LOC HINH
and aspumed Slooking positions north of the battle arce,
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The 18t Suttalion, 26th Infantr’ wag ordered at 1030 hours wo
wove from SONG D3 to QUAN LOI, The battalion closed at W.J YOI at
1620 and A Battery, 2d Battalion, 33d Artillery movoed br Ci-47 from

S0NG B3, oloming mt 2245. This battory was nmoved to LZ BIUS (map 2)

st 1115 hours, 1 July,

At 1420 hours, the 1st Battslion, 16th Infantry was ordersd to
termirate its opereiion, rcturn to LAT KIE and prepars foxr movenant
on order, At 1430 2d Battalion, 15th Infantzy was ordered %o move
one commeny [ron the 24 Brijede Base Cagp te PHIOC VINH and the bat-
talion (~) to LAI KEE, The 1st Battalisn, 16th Infantry closed into
LAI XHE at 1715 and the last of € Ceapsny, 2d Battelion, 13th Infantiy
was on the way to PEUOC VINH in fixsd wing aixcealt by 1613,

The 24 Battalicn, 23 Infantry commenced meving froa Lil (S at
1600 hours utilizing C-123 and CV-2 aizoralft. All slezeants of thia
battalion had closed into QUAN LOI at 1710.

1 - 2 Juiy (v)

oo 1 July, follow up sction continued sjainst remmants of the N
271at VO lsgimont. Tho 1at Battalion, 24 Infantry seoured LZ ELUB :
es Battery 4, 2d Battalion, 334 Artillery was lifted by CH-47 %o
support future opemations, Company ¢ remained to secure the L2 whils
the resainder of tha battalion moved to oeize the bridge at 7T 533996
1ink up with the 1at Squadron, 4th Cavalry (~); and with B firovp
proosed to Objectiva 1 (0 698027)s Troop C Joined Company ¢, 18t
Battalion, 24 Infantxy at LZ BLUE,

The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry ccnduoted &n sirmobile assault
into L3 GMIH (AT 616995) at 1000 houra, The battalion moved to pecurs
Objactive 1'SSBALL ({7 623596)) loft ome osmpany in blocking positionas
and preoseded to vicinity of XU 721021 to oonduet & search of the
battle srea of tha previous day, Light contaot was made with small
groups of Q.

The 24 Battalion, 16th Infantry continued to search the baitle
area and ursovared nunerous ehailew graves ond additionsl VG bodies.
At 1800 hou=s, tha vattalion conducted an airmobile assault on LZ PONE
(XU 552025) and osooupied poeitions for the aighi op shown an Overlay 1.
Coupany A rade cuntact with the U and Compeny C and Recon Flatoon were
sent to reinforss, Hortar and small arzs fire was received until cone
tact wan broken at 2050 hours. A% 0545 hours 2 July, the ovornizh¥
positionn of A Company, C Company, and Recon Platoon, wera token under
fire by YO autopesic weapons end portars, Tae T than launonad &
series of tive m~caultp from ell d:Tectionm, but the attack was
countersd hy fir. supmoxt fima artillery, gua shipe, and fishter
bozbers. A totsl of &1 sortios wera flown by USAF f.shter boxbern
and included closa eir support by thrao flishts wsing SKY SPOT (radar
bombinyg) techniques, Cozpany B was moved at 0730 rours to reinforce
Companies A ani C and contact was broken st 0900 hours. A body count
of W] dend revealwsd that the ottsciking 3d Battalion, 2734 VC Lain
Poroe Deyivent puffgred thae losa of 78 killeds

At 0710 boums, the 1st Battalion, 28th Infanixy moved fron over=
night positions to support the 2d Battaliom, 18th Infintzy. Link-up
was msda at 0930 bours and both batiellons scarched the ores arsund
the defemnsive perinster. The 1t Battaiiaen, 28+¢h Infentry then
ecntinued north towsrd L7 BOSE (XU 5504) but nade no cuntast,
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The %at Battalion, ?d Infantry, minus C Company at the artillery -
bsse, asmcmbled on Foute 13 and waps helilifted inte L2 X3 {u 557050),
¢losiny at 1320 hourse, Thim LZ and sdjnsent Lz JHITZ (X7 €57037)
wory soonred by Troops D and €, 1st Syuadron, 4th Cavalry and atiached
ARYN AXC troop and xiflo company.

Tha 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry wos helilifted into L2 PT'K and
relioved the 2d Battalion, 18th Infeatry which retumed to scontrel
of 1at Infantry Division at 1530, During the night the 24 Dattrlien,
2d Infentry came under mortar attack which appeared l:rier to havo
bean m covaer for the withdrawal of the VO to the mouthwest and northe
weat, X sveop of the area wes mede with only minor contaot,

FIRZ SUPFORT (U)

At the tipe B Troop made contact, o preplanncd air atrile wasd in
progTess vioinity XT 7499« ™e aireraft had comaenced dropplny CBU
at the time Col Lewans notified the forward air controlles (FAC) that
the crmored volwm was in coniact, The pilot pulled out of his
poutheant %o northwost dimection of flight and brought his airoralt
dovm tha veet aida of Mouta 13, expanding the remainder of his C3U,
Nepaln, end 20mm, A large group of T were seen running east along
the trail north of the rioe paddy. The noxt flizht concentrated en
the lo;8 a% Chack Foint 3 and the trail. 4 socond FAC azrived about
1030 and started working aloag the trail, Col Levane requested the
area alon; fouts 13 about 300 metors frem the road be hit, hewever,
the troon commanders recuested it ba moved closser to the road,
During the dash of Lt Colats 3d Platoon forward with the infentry,

a napalo etriko wes placod slong side the woat of the road nssisting
hie pDovenent. Col Lewano ¢alled for & prepavetion on LZ 2, but dolayad
tha aotual landing whem he was notified that alrcraft wers orx atation
with CLU. This etrike was ploced from the 00 grid line to the LZ,
After tha 12 preparation, air ctrikes wers directed to tho west to
ocover tralls on which VU warc withdrawing in groups of from 5 to 1%5.
Napalm otrikes were placed ahead of the edvonsing 24 Battalion, 18th
Iﬂfﬂntw-

Prom tho initial preplennod strike, close air support vas ocne
tinuous aru ualimited, A total of 05 poriies were flown &s Lollowa:

A - 24
F100 -~ 40
M =10 (VAR)
F5 =~ 6
F4 ~ 8

Ordnande e;voded includeds

Hivh Depica.ve = 42,3 tons

Karnaln - 48  tono .
Cuu - 11,5 tons !
Rookets - 160

Thers vas A minimun ¢f ona FAC on etstion st all tincs. ‘Yhese
FACA wers in conszant cormmmication with either the sjuadren concander,
S-3, or troop commandere.

Artillery direct support wee provided by Battery P {155x2) and
Battery D {3"), 6th Battalion, 6ih Artillery locatod at EON QUAN
{XT 762091). Battery B firad 548 rounds end Jattery D fired 277
from the tims contast was made until about 1500 hours,
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Defenglva concentraticns had beon plotted along the reute which
facilitated sround observers with tha colurn to call for fira, Nowcver,
moLt of the miscions wore adjusted by air ovservers, Mithin rdnuatea
aftor contagt began, an alr observer was over ths battle area, Fire
was most irtonee from the northecst and northwest and artillerzy wea
firced on the troil north of the rico 7addy’s These fires wara shifted
to the woodad area north of SROK DONC. Col Leware then direoied that
artillexy would fire to the nast of Route 13, This wnas coniinued
until such tine as he diracted <kat artillery be placed as a blook
aleng tho streanline to the woast, Artillery was aloe wsed in the
pProparation of L% 2 and ahifted prier to the landing to the wooda ¢n
the north. Aztillery continusd to block alons the straarline to the
veat safier the infantry deployoed, Groups of T wera seen to walk
into-the fire, lying dovn or zotting in holoes between volleyr, Dy
1700, rosipgtanoe had ended, but air and artillery continued to intore
diot likoly cnsembly arces and routes of withdrawsl, Intordicticn
cdntinasd throushout the night. -

In addition %o air snd artillexy, helicopier gunships supported
the engazed unite, At 0945 houra an emed Cil-d7, G050 154, received
en anbush reaction nission in support of tha araored column, Contact
Ta8 pade with Col Lewane at 1000 hours, Tha pilot was briefed an the
situation and mede an inmediata at‘ack on the anexy foroes 100 metera
weat of Route 13, The first attack vwas cade at 1008 hours uging 20ma
and 30 oaliver ;une and 40on granadesa, After <he first pase, Col Lewans
requistad that fire be moved to within 25 to 50 matere frem the rvad
and the secand attack was pade using the sama wespons, A third pass
waa made using H-13 (7.62 Minizuna) and 50 calibor eide and rear guns.
Tho liri:una crtpesred to have 1ittle supprosaive alffact and the aiow
oraft rcoolved several hits, Trvisniauion worning 1lichts, oil pros-
cure, cl temperature gouges indicatod heavy damage and au lomodiete
landing vas made in the rice paddy eagt of Route 135, A chook indie
oated the alrcraft was eafe to fly end the airercft roturned to -
QUAN LOT te ascartain the extent of damage, At 1130 heure, VNG TAU
was gontasted for a replacasent aircraft which errived at 1300 and
continued attacks on enemy troops, evacuation routes, assembly ATOMD,
apd close suyport of elements occupying blecidng poaitions,

Opera“ions with armed Chinooks andod at 2015 hours, Numsrous
sortier 7ore {lovn by armed Uid-1D's both as cever fer the armed
Ciin~oka and againsy tergeta selected by Col Lewaae,

RSELTS (7)
Enemy losses included:

270 KIA (besy Qount)
700 KL. 7iwiable)

‘ yis vl

40 Saall Arma

2% Crew Sorved Waapons
1635 Bounde of Amnunition

i

(0) Friendly loosas are as followa:

tat Squadron, 4th Cavalzy

K o
Nlq Troop %
3 Troop 7 21 nc1; 32
0 Troop S {2DM) 18
Total 12 95
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-{€) 24 Battslion, 18th Infontr

A Compary 1 1e
B Company i 10
C Cozpany _5 {1 207) 17

Total 7 39

Seven artored personnel curriers and four tun.s were damazad,
One permonnal carrier and ono Ul=1D wera destroyed,

CONCLGIION (U)

Ap the roaction forcea continued to search the batile area, con=
clusive evidence was found that the 271st V© Regir it had been deais=-
ively defeatod and again faelled in 1ta sBeigmed massion te deatroy
5,5, armored forces along Route 13: The 1ou: of 2T7tat Regiment oan
be attributed to eeveral significant faotsi

Fronm the firat indication of contact until the VO withdrew in
defeat, Lt Col Lewana was in completoe cccoand of the sitnefion. At

‘the timo of oontact, the squadren was under OPCON 2d Batialien, 18th

Infantry, DBecause he iad occnplete control of tho eituation, subore
dinate elements of the 2d Battalion, 17th Infantry wero placad under
his co.irel whan comaitted to the battle, DIicept for short porioda
of time vhen he returced to refuel, he was over tha battle aree,
Durins hio absonce, ha had hLie S-3 replace Lim to contzo] the sotien
and seoardinate the fire support, Col Lowane was in consteint 003
munication with his trocp commanders, ertillery observers, forward

. air coanivollers, end gunehips, e eoexdinated all the fires to

insure that the naxrun anount of uninterruptad [irecpever counld ba
brought to bear on the anexy forces,

Lt Col McChryetal's plans for daployment of the rapld raaotiem
foroe raved many valuable minutes, preveniing & larger number of VO
from withdmwing,

The decision of General DePuy to divert helicopters fer tka
1ift of P4 Battalion, 15th Infentry, coupled with the moveneat of
B Comp--r by veltiole to the pickup zone cut to a minlmun, the tina
betwec: Londing of the iwo compunies,

Prenlannod airstrikes wers availablo for diversion to tha area
of gontaot end subsequent c¢loso adr auppert was continucus. There
was unliuited supp-wt with varying quantities and types of ordnenoca.

Medien and [~ callbor artillery was availebla within mmnze
of the beiils azo+ -1 1 rapidly responded to requests fox fire brr
Cecl Lewnne,

Troop € waa neb initinlly engaged and woo available for irzed-
inte roinforcemert cm Col Lewane's opder,

The tromandous basc of fire 1rid dowm by the t-nks and perscanel
carriers, ooupled wiih tho tanacity with vhich porsringl loutht end
tho cutntanding leadership givea the nen, vore instxumental in ovar=
ooning the numerically superior VC force. 18 squad and platoon leadara
ware wounded or killed, osasiatante imrmedintely sspumed command o that
at no tims ware the troops la king direotion,
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‘The tima oomtact was mada 1ia prrticularly significant, Ths
battle atartod at 0938 leaving ten hours of dayligzht for tha battle
to develop, a reaction forco to be conmitted, and a gearch of the
battle aroa to be conducted after contact w8 broken, This denied
the enemy the oapability to polica the area,

Weather conditions did not limit the &bility of the forwvard air
controllers or artillery obasrvers to Placs affective firae on the
anemy,

Incl == MAP 1 ~ 15t Inf Div Troop DMapogitions
MAP 2 - Aroa of Operation 1150,000
MAP 3 ~ PICTOMAP Area of Opernticn 1175,000
Sketoh Maps 1 = 6 .
Overlay - Battle of 10 KRIGNGU

Prepared EBye
Hajor William L Ponder Jr
17th Military History Det

1et Infentrxy DMvision
AFQ San Francimoa 96345
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