by D Cempany wns due to a postible cont!

CONFIDENTIAL
office located in DI AM, Asditional resrongibility for the eall ccurler vE
(Pory Express) and Errard Boy courder wis 2lto a part of the [T0 operce
tion, he operation was corducted in two phases, '

4, Phasea I, t July - ¢ August, tne DTD had eentrol of all
CP-28 aircrar: aviilable, Fhese 1T, 19 Awunt = 26 Aupust, the 07
and the brigade had Joint operaticnel cortml of Lo CuaZ? alrerait,
The following data reflects the airlift oreration for beth phasas,

0 1) Sortles e— e e 117,

,,:‘, 2) Surrly tomnage scved — 2035.7 short tons,

-. "3) Pazxsengers moved w——e— 0%t1,
‘u)‘. ¥ail tonnsge moved == 514 shori tors,

. Be The DTO coordinated seven resupply esrveys durlng the
period, Trey wers used to sugient the airlift of the divis.en sith
supplies for the LAl I© bripado ond to suprert tno operations, Tas
conveys consisted of 9i2 vahlcles carryiny LAO2 short terns of supoiios,

{t) Maintenance was corducted by esteblishing contact teanms frem
the 701st Maintenance Battalion in all supply point loecations. lialson
visits were conducted daily by the battalicn &8 well as tecnnicel inspec=
tions and asaistance teams on the request af forward units,

). Volums of Busiressi
&, 537 job repairs by contac* teams,
b, 706 job repairs by TI teans at unit Jecaticns.
£+ Bquipment evacustod:
’ 1) Automotive i 1,
2) Restronte - 12,
“:-3) Instruzent == 1, - .

L) srali Ares - 1)

" §)  Enginear "1.'

2. S'ley support remulted in tho arimoert of 30 short tons
of repalr varts to the forward units.

{c) -Eee'cel Evacuatlon and Hasplt=lizatica:

1.- Concept: Farvard sections of O Comuany, lst ledical
Battalion, 2 Jure = 28 July, ar! & Sxmpany, 15t Medical Battallen,
23 July t3 3 Septerter, and tst Medjcal Pottplion clearirg platoona
provided division level redieal runpart fren & forward base to battallers
and bripades, Medical supplies were pulficient tor the opsratiens and a
mlrioue of 15 days earcly was en hand at all tires, e Liocd requesis
wero filled by 4Q&Lh Ilizal Iabaratsry, Tna rerlacsment of C Sompan
ney plan wrich D Comprny was
desipnated to surpart, This zhanse ¢l imrair the nedical support
and gave the mrdieal battalion an epportunity to nive =oro of their
personnel fleld expsriencs, )
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S c @ ‘ o I+ ¥el.ze of Operatiun:
“’ o ' T s iatdent load —m—e——-— - 1078,

? 5 : - " riente evecaated 2

a2 luercraiiccl evie),
“itients returned to duss -~ 630,

~ OffT ororttionn wems unflizicnt vUbhoorns nirany Q07
Cne coerstion 3ocated at LUAN il ond a4 Lt + lccated
tear Mhast SUfY ostandby were lecabed nx SAIGON and LOLG
covided &n an as Rond Lasis, "Duet SJLT unitas wore
21530 wav-l 1. v gesupply ef urgent medueal supplies.

"_ d, dsmcisspative matters for 1st, 2d, and ad Brigades ara included

o in Atnecves 3, 0, and P,

8 . 11, SFY:UYL YUTPMENT AND TECHNIQUES:

\ A, Toawr Y Formation, 7tdo tochnique envisions an armored cavalry

AN ) treop mar~vamz with twe columns stracdling a road where tle of {=rcad
moLility 2 afforded, Two arrored cavalry platoons move side-by-sida

- approximasiy <O neters off esch sids of the road. The third elemernts

mOvVes sty on ar off the road, tut the head of the third ele~ant is
abreast ~F t:a tail of the leading elezents, This formation affords
mtual eserting fires fron two platoons in a glven area of contact and
Puts o naniTRam asount of strength to the frent of the column,

: b, Use «f 55Y SPOT (Radar Barbing) in the closs in support rale, Taree
‘ ' fliznta of SAY SPOT {Radar Bocbing) wers used in a close alr support role
i : durirg Uhe attack on 2/18th Infantry, 2 July. These strikes which landed
. : withis S0\ meters of friendly troops, wers the first known SKY SpOT
ptrikes i~ e ussd in a close alr support rola,

N : €. A reaciresent for a rapid reaction pircraft flars delivery capa-

’ bilisy wwi-wa during the eperation, Delivery of the Mi-2L, mad 3 ailrcraft
flare s i%-1 aircraft requires eertaln eguipment end ec—pliance with
ppeciiig moaovaures to tnsure safcty for aircraft and cruvw, These
procet.mes a~d necessary egquiprent ara doscribed in dotatl in lettor

; oUAF=y, ~y asunition Procurement and Supply Agency, Joliei, Illirois,

: dated T Xy 1965, subject: Flars, Kirersft, Parachute, ¥i-24, all
podm, e .-t aircralt in A Cempany has bzen ripged to drop these
flares; 5w [lares aro on hand in the division area; and Ihree crows
hove bwas trained in their hondlirg and use, Availability of this

- eircrast and flars system under the direct centrol of the division
H cosauriar pordts night $llundpation of two hours with L0 - two m=illion

canile -~or flares being carried interrally in the =1, Wwhile tice on
sra%ioic wad puaber of flares is not rearly os great in tadis corganie
; ayutls™ ap Tan be provided by the Air Forca, it does provide a sipnificant
~ &85, Bois s, Deck-up 11luzlnation capability.

. 4. 4pesd SH-L7, The ACH=LT support~d operations six tirves curlng

the Lwoisd 28 June to 9 July., On thrue occaszions the alresaft waa forced
- to lams xs a result of hity from encty fire. The ACH-LT was used to
eltach v. vatabiished in attack pegitions, utilizing ail the types of
Ar-em o4 on board tre alreraft. Luriap the action en 23 Juna, it was
digeors me. t@at the 7,6&m Pinipure alone ¢o not have the nocoasary
Suprrven e catatility. Wnen an ACHLT s farced dowm, it izmidistely
becowes & taitlefield liabllity, requiring the diversicn of esmbat forces
for secutty until it can be repaired snd/er extractod, PRacortended
_employrmect is to have tho aircraft stand off snd take advirtage of Lhe

; ‘range &4 e oh-board WedaTard. '
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o, Light As2sTt “reld Artillery EBattery, 4.2 inch. Thir it w23
organized in Jui¥ ol under lgt Infartry Jiwvision provisioist | . &=l
and 1s known thoghwwt the division as the Tst Lighthorzsd e+ ATtil-
lory Battery. T Mxitery was conceived as 8 means of Lilila A ~<saible
void in alrmobiles ammations, Yovezmeni of 1C5ma howitzerd lesr a3 i0
mpport of LI'a woime Jdependfrit: Uoop Ci-47's5%which wore oftee, - -2l
supoly. The Li.:vwuowe Battery ls desigred to Lo moved ool Y
Ui~ slicks, T suoability dncreascd the fivepower SleXnir.is =2
the division ans revasded edditionnl assuranco trat sloen e oo
cauld bo made avi.lii.e to isclated L7's,. 1he battery el daal ot
capahility to wvv ¥ road in orra'nic venicled, Jerdointh o e w00k
for the unit wni:® .r commanded by a Major were proviced vy o w iw\Y

mortar platoons w0, 2/2d, and 2/16th Infantry Battaiioms wi:d aadie
tional Headquaris-=e snd Fire Uirection porsonnel balng showiswe, W3
Division Artillecs &t Division hHemdjuarters resources.  Jii- o <0508
tion EL PASO IL-351 ine battery d.isplaced sevon: Lizes, fitimi + teill
af 23053mund3 A, mpoort. of m:d clearing and CONVOY OpaXGiiing wadif
Route 13, - - .

12,  CO2AITENs vy oimwsise. .

2.. Generaly rwniion EL PASO inflicted a sovere calfeud &v ok <
VG Diviaion, coapserely frustrated the monsoon offcradive Lo 1iw relinerd
I1I Corps area, &ni Tezresented an iv-portant. lear-urg EreNa, dRee ZROVS
the et Infariry Jx+ision,

b, Althoush ¥ wwr ot arvarent. through the courtin- ol el o0 90
the battlefiedd e og the five major engngesonts of ST U4, wmobeeguent
intarrogation &l ‘noataners fron all thre¢ of the VO ro o -ew Sh
VC Division paiw yy slear thet the division lost ovar 2,000 i ilex and
sevaral thousas: wrumied out of a strength of mbout 10,000, Ur s lass
battle, the 27i¢ enrimant went into setion with B0J Homi 1™ slnemse
replecemonts 3¢ Yices days after their arrivel, Tha V9 & oo agsinat
the tot Divisias a»tics which had been successful wii*oub sve~zon eth
agilnst the Freewr mnd against the Viethexese Aruy « -

WE e AT

arbushes by vers “roe VC forces sgainst gmall friendiy Judisw, &8l
tire the VC wyra An7eeted and esch tize they were dofeitel =iw »randly
than the tima lwawee ws Lhe Tst Dlvision learned rore and miod o 12

rnct. to trls mnis o a.t.t.a:k.. ot

c.- ‘The Ilrs‘& 3N wAs agai 15t a single cavalry thedp D@ 1w hst
Scuadron, Lth Jree, (Troop A). The depleymont of VI Zompir ke YLOTE &
five kilozeter »imeizh of road and far over-gxtended tw lane PO
cavalry colurn wu, o wag meving in & reasensbly ti-kb fornonoen, RO
bulk of the trewr wes xble to pull irto 2 smell eleari=- &=+ nead
af the nmbush sive w~d there it acesunzed for itsell wvely swe' .- o7 ihis
particylar sesras,, ome 1ot Battalion, 272d Degiment 1ozt i & - angd
wounded a r“n\\ww a-.." 0%, of ita atrerncth, Cne c-n'nl._ e T A3
fsclated at the ™ & Sxridge torether vith about 38 ALVW sl o, This
elomant was e+ 3 tha Rd Fattnlion of the 274d V Taea, vl
in the eourse &7 foor hours lost abtuut 505 of lus sire L v send 7Rd
wounded; = The *3 ®:iiailon éxtended Tariher to the Soni a Ll wngaged
tha trall partr, miuding a VIR, ora tank, two ATCS and av Wy, mer
dozer Lonk, The T Lasb very few meon in this engnqement weo Ve 2
Battalion witlmiam: “mom the battlefield largely uniorzes. - 57 o3
sida, originai <»:iwvues of the size of tha VO ferse wary PELIEEEI AL, 4
after about an “wame Dichtleg did it become aprparerd LIAT & v TF

regirert was "\m-u.j-"-.,, As a censeTuerce, botheadr and oric e el
used, but nmot .+ =7 Twetively ac in l.-cr brttizs bocauss Ly e w
directed orly & 4.3t the erary \..r‘t.s in direst conbout & erow Al .;t.

the area in wr. o0 the en n*:,r was maneuvering, rofnforcis
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Additionally, commanders invelved were rot as apgrescive in using fire
suppory 83 they could have been owing to the underestirate of ene
strencth and lack of knotledye as to its esact location. The infantry
¥eaction foree did not arrive on the ascene of battle in tine to be
decisive, "y the time it did arrive, the VG were witndrawing,

d. After a thorouph criticue by all cormanders involved, the comune~
ications were tightencd up, the coordination of air and artillery was
improved by the simple means of preplanning artillery sunoort on one
side of the road and air supmort an the other so these tio decisive
wearons could be used continuously and simulteneously, It was alsgy
decided that. the infantry rcaction would be divided irnto twe elescntg,.
First, a battlefield relief force to preclude a defeat in the area of
the m2in attaclk, and sucond, a battlefield exploitation foree which would
be landed plong the routes of withdraval in order to destroy VC forces
some distance fron the ambush sita, . . :

8. Gn 50 June, tha 271st keglment attacked tuo troops of the 4th
Cavalry, reinforced by a company of the 2d Bat.taliun,‘-‘lst.h‘lnfantq.
Durdng thias battle, the coordination of fira support-was wostly improved,

» the cavalry maneuvered during-the battle and the battlefield relie] force
arrived in time to engage the VC prior to withdrawal, The battlefield
exploitation forces eventually succeeded in landirs behind tho erery
along the Cambadien Rerder where another rajor engagement with a full
regiment of VC ensded. The cavalry by this time hazd doubled its basic
load of 50 ealibre artunition and doubled the number of canrfaster rounds,
{fore artillery was within range and had registered zhead of time, V¥C
casualties in the battles of 30 June - 2 July were significantly higher
thar on 2 Jure, e B

+

f.- Prior to the battle of 9 July, intelligence ind{catad tha positioning
of the 2724 Rejiment along the HINH THANH Road, Doception as to thre size
of t.e IS force to tranalt the road was employed, five hatterles af
artillery pozitioned, four infantry battalions rositioned next ta the
2nbush site or within helicopter ravid reaction distance, In this battle,
fire coordination improved even fwither, agzin putting the artillery on
one side of the road, in this ease, the north side, and continucus air
strikes on the south 8ide, Four infaniry battalions were introduced into -
the battle within three hours; one of them within 45 pinutes by helicopter;
wherezs two battalions were roving to the bsttle through the Jungle within
a matter of minutes after the ambush started. Thls corbination of rane --
euver and ircreased fire power caused the VO to break off tie bavtle in
one hour snd A5 mnutes; whereas previously, they had fought for four
hours and'aix'hours'respe'ct.ively. - :

e e b e

€. In each successive battle, the nurber of V¢ killed ard captued
. rose shartly and the rmurber of weanons coptured was particularly hizh
on the Sth of July, including some 23 machineguns, plus -recoilless
rifles and 2 larpe numter of AE=L7 nssault rifles and Sills, lo unit of
the Sth VG Division undertook any ‘combat cparations of any .Mind igsr
33 months after the 9th of July. It is vot known. at thie tim whether
the division has recovered; or to whal edent, Since those battles,
tho 1et Division has run convoys on fiouté 13 and cavalry reconmnaissance
on Hipghway 13 and ad Jacent rosds without cortact, Civilian traffic is
row flowing, and althouzh the division fully expects more such enzagesents
in £he future, perhaps by even larger forces, the technigues desveloped
| for rapid reaction and heavy fire power should make it impossibls for
the VC to enjoy a victory ard should result in further hezvy losses should
they choose 2gain te employ thle favorite of all their tactica. Tt is
perfectly clear that ermored units:have =z high vtility in connection with
road security and road reconnsissance. Since 9 July, the Ist Division
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kas been reinforced with two tank corpanies and is row asking fer. its
own 69th Tank Battzlion to be devloyed to Vieinim, The coxbination of
armorog elements and air robile infartry and Might aretillerr presents
the VG with tactleal problens with which thery scem urable to cope.

T2

h. The last victery of the Sth VC Division wes in Yoverber 1965
agalnst the ARV 7th Regiment in'Lhe FICHELIN. A year has now gone by
wlth.out. thelr hzviig conducted any profitable operation. As a conse=

wience, the locel guerrillas and regi.oral VC forcs -have been yd thouk
.. support of this nain force unit and have in turn, suf tered 3 serie..\
. of major and minor defeats which is ‘bepiming to show up as, .a marked
up—t\mx of the overall’ security of the northern III Corp.; area, -,

. 13_.. LESCONS LEARMED: ) L

.. a. Dust Off and resupply sites should be established by elements

.-other than those engeged with the cnecy. lMovcuent of wourded personnel
by the unit, particularlew armored elements, deiracts from vhe firepowver
avallablo. E-rrpty nedevac vehicles 1nc uding psrsgnne)] carriers and
helicortars should be used to transpori asTmritian to engzged elements,

b, Compitiing reserve {trail) elezents of armorad cavalry should te
‘done as soon -as the battle develops 1ln order to bring the maximun amount
of. firapower to bear.

¢, Infantrr rounted on gpnd fiphting f-om arcored personnel carriers
.ig found to be unsatisfactory when the crew excecds [ive min. | If more
than this number is present they terd to get in each other's vay. .
Infa.ntry can best be utilized br riding on vehicles of the trail alements,
then comditted as diswounted infantry whire ngeded.

d, Coneentration of elements composed of aanks and ATC!'s in the
Mkill¥ing zone'" has wroved effective in that it nassed more fircpowar
in the V€ "kiliing zens", .Concentration is c:r\sz.dered. Lo ba an extrae
closed colunn (10 - 15 seters between vehicl as).

8. VG used 2 t.renc:"a in def‘eﬂse t.o trap & tnnkqu, ..‘a maln ‘uC
elements were in fortificd positions on a small hill and had mepsred
a straight-line.trench near tha botiom, A5 the attacking U.S. platosn
epprozched the position, thsy came under morter, grenede cnd autamatic
weapona fire,- The U,5. forces made the instinctive rescilon of taking
cover in the trench in preparation for t.‘-xc‘ aszanlt, The VO nmaneuveraed
& machine gun into the trench on the rlank of the platoon, giving them
_good enfilade fire which caused neavy casvalties.in tje platcon in a
'r'.atter of secconds, The attacking foreza could kave deniea.sucezss of
t.m.s maneuver to the VO had.flank. secu.:“'ty been gstablis? ned pricr to
seel-cmg cover in the trench,: - . P T

I, The V use 1"out.es of atteck.as initial routes ofr vit
&.\reml Ve cap ives, stated that-the initicl reute of withdrau
"an shjective arca or ambush sive is the sanw I'Ol...e .,uq., is used fox
‘movament to the-attask, This makes it eczsico for ine ssldier to find o
his woy back to assembly deus. In 4hrece rerE‘ltE'l sized at.t.ac."'
against 1,5, forces, tho Vi never-atuaciked thrcuzgh the coluon, Their
withdrawal was aiweys in the dircction I'ron v 'm.cn thzy atiacked, This
i3 g prime consideration in the u.';plO""f nt of artillery and air cnge it
is determined that the V¢ are attempiing wo break contact. If ths route
of attack is knewm, artlue.r_,r and air rust be plseed on the routes to
block the withdrawal, It must also be r.:da ingwn to-the i‘nenc’.?._,r forces
in order for the commander 1;0 pros r.q,r execute the pursuit,
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g. Tne VC showed the capability to recuperate rapidly after hezevy
losses. On & June, two battalions of the 272¢ Reginment wero severely
decimated, losing upwards of 340 men. Ga 9 July the same Tegiment
attacked a column with three battalioms, Captives stated that up to
800 NVA replacements had joined the regiment on 7 July. Cn 30 Judy
a returnce from the 271st Legiment stated thst his regiment had received
500 NVA replacements on 2& July, - The 271st Regiment had approxirstely
570 men on 30 June, All WVA replacements wereo trained soldiers and gave
the VG regiments tha ability to regain corbat effectiveness in short
order. Intelligence personnel rust eonsider this capability of the

Yiet Cong and continue to maintain locaticns of units that have suffered
heavy losses,

h, Vhen dropping CS—-1 fram CH=47 aircraft the drop should start
about 200 meters before-reaching the target area due to the minirum
speed of 40 knots per haur, VYith a 22} second fuvze, the drums should
be dropped from 3300 feet to oblain tree top bursts,

4. Pathfinder teans should ba attached to bripgades when 1t 13 recessary
to support & fixed airiield, Minimwm equipment necessary will inzlude
rumey lights and radio cowmunieations with FM and ViF capatilities,
Persornel should not be rotated during the oparation without proper
eoordination with brigade headquarters,

j, ¥men USAF aireraft are utilized to 1ift elsments of a brigads an
elr combat sontrol tes= should bo established at both the point of embar—
katlon and tho point of debarkation, This is necessary tc have adecuate
control to prevent a sericus accident and to enzble pilots to receive
instructions to make loading and unloading more efficient,

k., FAC's should be equipped with & radio covering the szme frequency
range as the ground troops, It 1s necessary for the FAC to be able to
momitor the actions of ground comanders, thereby gaining a better
perspective ol the ground operation which in turn will help him to
provide better close air support with higher assurances of treop :afety.

1. The VC attempted to fortify the righ ground around LOC RINH in
preparation for an attack on that to.m, Exteasive patroelling disruzied
the V€ fortificatlons, and allowed the decisive defecat of a VG bastalion.
Aggressive ani continuous patrolling provides the best defensa against
enemy offensive buile-up. .

m, Suprorting lopistiecal units must mairtaln direct communications
with the surported element, There were several instances in which the
logistical support elements were ot in direct land line ca=unicationa.
Radios were used, but cue to the lirited comrunications in the surporting
units adequato conrmunicatisns were Jiffieult to obtain, Logistical units
mst be providad with sufficient 'cormunicetlons facilities to irsure a
primary command net with a baclup radio net.

n. The majority of r7i products were delivered ta forward stpport
arecas in 55 pallon dyuxns, Since forward support arcas are rarnied by a
minimum of personnel the quick responsiveness reguired by the supported
units at times was barely adequate, 500 pallen collapsible drums are
preferred since they are easier to nandle by support point personnel,
Responsiveness of USAF logistical lift continues to be of concern
althsugh new procedures in roguesting airlift and pregranming nlssions
are being tested, Air Force personnel rust be rmade aware of the
necessity of back hauling exzpty containers.
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@. The logistical element doss not have control of logistieal air-
eraft. An Aircraft Control Center should ccordinate 211 divigion air
transportation., A detailed and systemutic method should be established
by the Support Command With ¢"ose coordinzstion between the G~3 and G-4

to insure all modes of lend and air transportation are utilizud to the
maxioum,

57

Ps The medienl battalion has a low priority for air movement, Becausa
of this the forward brigades arc usually moved into en A0 and de not hkava
the reagy support of the forward element of their medical company,
Earlier movement would erhance the supported units redical service, Feur
soities are racuired to mave the clement,' The brigacde conducting opera=
tions in forward areas should corsider the movenent of their forward
medical unds during operational planning,- : : '

.9. Vhen a convoy 1s attacked the direction froem which the Zire i

" being received ang tha major cancentration of VC' forees rust be detcrmined

irmediately. Due to the ‘centusion that ecan result as personnel boeoma
cisoriented a recommended method, of rointing out the direction ef attaek
is through the use ol emois,  Heavy concentrations of supporting fires
should be placed 100 = 400 meters off the road since tha bulk of the VO
force 1s often back from the read and moves up to fightirg nositicas

“alomg tha ditches after-the initial exchange of fire. aln elements of

the 'u'c'i‘_orce wWill usually ‘be located in ercag adjacent to the road where
the Yungle is most dense and few or no landing zones exist thereby -

. Protecting thelr flanks and ‘rear spainst rapid reaction forces, - -

r. Reconnaisaance by fire by ground elements moving 2lonz & road is

=4

unsatisfactory Af the fire is placed at a 90 degree angle to the eolurn,

.The lead vehicles should direct thelr fire Inte the ditches where came

oflouged foxhales are likely to exist, ' Enfilade fire in the ditcies is
more likely to cause the VG to c‘isclo'se pozition prematurcly, Do
8. Tha operation revealed eigrificsnt shoft-é:br:i‘ﬂiféﬁ'in'-the'nr‘:a‘ni:.a—
tion and ecuipnent of the df visional aviation bettalion for employ=ant

‘in‘the RVN type eiviromment, The current authorizZaticn of 16 UH-1D ,s*

aireraft in the airmobile company is wholly ioddeslate to supors
divisional gquick reaction airmsbile forco reguirements, ‘Tho additian
of ‘five Ud-1D alrerdaft to the non~divisional #ir assauli tampenies 4s a

step which ‘should also be taken in the divisional airmobile compary at

the eorliecst rracticable date, Uity 21 iroop carrier aircrat s the

Zvrisional airmobiie conpany would have a more potent =irlift capability
and be ¢apzble of properly supporting the divisish in‘zirmobile operae
tions, " This capabiliityis essential when non-divisional assault heli-

" copter uniis dre not aviilable imnedietely, *
AQENES: .
| A'e='Battle of SRCK IONG Narrabive RS o
3 = Baitle of TOT NIt Rubher Tlantztion Narrative - .« . .o+
C —'Battle of HINH THANH Road Marrebive . PR
D = Orerations Overlay = AY 10T = JUAN LOI A0
S - Cperebions Overliy - SONG PE AQ
© F — Cperations Overlay - MINA THENH AO b
"3 e Opercticons Cverlay = TAY NINK AC .
H =~ Raid Tsppges 21 w 27 Juna 60 =
I —="Long Renge Hecomnsissince Patrols -
d == V¢ Installations
X =—='Clege A~ Support Sorties
L — Ciiminications Traeffie and Circuit Diagrasg -
H == List of Comranders SRR
N = ifter letion teport tst Bda - .
O -~ hfter Action Report 24 Ide
- P = &fter Actian Report. 5d Bde -
Q ~ Aftér Action Ieport Division artillesy
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£7 NARIUTIVE OF THE BATTLT OF SLOK DOl e
‘ 10 JUiE 1965 T AU 1535

TomeTin (U)

: ; Tha 271st Viet Cong Main Torze fegiment wesn defented on 30 June
Lo 1966, ncar the village of S20K DGIG in one of the classic engizcments
i of the Vietnan confiict. In continuing their efforts to repel the 1s%

C Infantry Division from the EL PA3Q II arca of operations, the VO

‘ attempted to ambush Troops B and €, ist Squadron, 4th Cavaliy and

. Compeny C, 2d Battalion. T8th Infentry. ASs & consegueace, the 2713%

' Regiment suffered heavy lossed and Wwus soundly defested.

BACKGRaUND (U}

Oporation EL PASO IT eormenced on 2 Junc 1966 whoan inielligence

- i indiented that three Viet Cong and one North Vietn:imnsa resimoate wera
polsed to resume theix "lMonzoon Compuign” by ettackirng GV and Ul.S.

Special forces compounds in MIKD THWH, HOW QUsl, LOC fTINH, and 305G BI.
Beceusc of this threat, Commandiag Gereral, IT Field Force, Vietnon,
directod one infentry and one ertillery baittalion be doploved to LOC
NWIVH to strengthen the defemades in this ared. Subsequently, eddiiional
elementa were deploycd by €5 1at Div until by mid-June the najoriwy of
the divieion wes operating throughout BIFH LONG and PUUCC LCHC Provinces.
1st Infantry Divieion troop dimnositionn 2a of 300600 Jurne &are indicated
on ettached map 1. Two significant enzagenents had been foucht wita
the VO prior to 30 Juna. On 6 June, Troop A {+), 1st Soquadron, 4tk
Cavalry hod spoiled en ambush on Route 13, set by the 272d VC Main
Force Reximent while paseing tarough TAU 0, an area between CHOH THEMNH
and HOM QUAN, ‘ihen the 4-hour engagement ended, the VC had lust 1G5
14 (BC) with an additional 230 probably killed, The gecond gignifi-
cant engagement involved elenents of the 2d Rattalion, 28th Infaniry
and CIM Corces in the Botile of 1.0C WIM Plantetion on 11 June 1665,

One battelion of the 273d Hain Morce Reginent was enplaced in trenches

snd hoavily fortified bunkers put after messive ariillery end mortar
fire and air strikes, the pesitiong were overrun. YC loases were 98

KIA {BC) and 450 Kih (Probable).
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Teor sbout two weeks the 2@ Tatitalion, 18th Infonsay with the
1at Squadren, 4tk Cevolry {-) hed the misszion of securing tie division
R bage ot OUW LOI and the KO (AN airfield. Froo 3 June, the cavalry
L ‘ squedron hod been perforaing recoeneissince to the cast, south, south-
‘ : weat. and to ihe north limited by the destroyed bridse on Toute 13
- S at X7 722973. Ta coordinatien with ARVY forces the banks of the
e R ptream vere propered to permit ermplecenent of an ermored vehicle
s launched bridge LAVLB) just tc the elt of the one thet had been
domezed, fn operation wes plained in conjunction witn the emnplosezant
: of the AVLE, %o cowusence on 30 June. The equzcroa plen was pubmitted
o0 S 10 Lt Col Herber: LcChrystal, Ccpmonding Officer, -a Battolion, 13th
: Lo Infantry, and wos approved for aperations in ihe area irdiceed on

\ i pmaps 2 and 3, Tha rissien evsizied to Li (ol Lesaerd Lewns,

L 4T . Commanding Vificer, 1at Squedron, 4th Gavalry, wea oatwally threefold.
~ P Pirst tho squadron (-) was 10 cvoss Chacl Point GOLIEM GruE (AVLB)
and proczed north alorg Douta 13 conducting & Tecomnaisslnce in forces

Troop ¢ wias to operate in ercu of operalion BWHTLALL vhile I ‘rocp
g : would initielly operate in PO0Z2LLL and lpter in TONTIS, BDecond, B

0 i ) Troop, in conjuncticn with operctieons in WIIMIS, would eacort an f

! engineer seopop loader from 10C LI¥H, back to Chesk FPoint COL )2 GATE.

RN i
T i Third, the operation wad 1o docoiva the enemy os to tho wctuzl zrea
! in whish the diviaion was pluning to operate in the necr [aiure.
Ve ’ i Bo'r.*h“_trrgg_ga were to close Bback into HON QU2AX by 1930 on 30 Junes -
- I E ' [ . ) T R,
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Triop D would have one vpletooen of C Ceapany, 24 Battalion, 18th &F
Infantry atteched, while the remainder of € Conuany would move with
C Troop, The 24 Eattzlion, 19th Infontry maintained 3 Company on
alert oo the repid rweection force, Uith final plemning completed,
the operation would begin oa 30 June.

The vegetation in the area of the contast 15 woaded on boih
pldes of the road. The only open areaa are rice paudies, some stroean
lines, end smell lakes. Oven nere, there is edequate conceslment dua
to the chest-hich grass. There are heavily Tarested areas as indie:
cated on map 3 =wnd the skeich maps, with the trees 150 - 200 feat
hizh., Althoush movenmzat in the grass is Qifficult to obssrve from
the groind, it can be observed {rom the air oxcept where the terrain
e heavily forested, The chesi-high grass comes wup to the shoulders
of the road. The weaithor at the time of contoct was eclear and hot.

THE BATTLT O SROX DO¥G (7)

On 30 Juwie, Treop B, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavaliry, with attached
1st Pletoon, € Company, 24 Iatislion, 18th Infantry and AVLD nection
gepaxteld the squadron perineter at HOW QU enroute to Check Point
GOLDEY GATI. The colurm was located at the bridze site by 0859 hours,
Troop € was to depert LOJ QUAN ot 0730 with € Company (-=). IMHovever,
this ecolurm was delayed until Treop € could reorszanize after the
search operation conducted until 2400 hours the 9revious nizht, At
0910, the column crossed SOLDIN GATE with B Troop leading end pro=
ceeded north on Route 13 to the operatienal aress specified in the
oxder, Upon esrivzl et Check Peint 1, the 3d Flatoon with the plateon
of infen{ry turned east and conducted a raconnsissance to the ford at
Check Point 2. Duc o the depth of the ford, the pletoon retxsoced
e rou.2 o Check Point 1, turned north sn Route 13, passed through
the 1ot Mntoon, and continued ncrth, Oxder of march wag now 3d Pla-
toon with rttached infantry, Troop Commend Jrxoup, 24 Platoon, and
15t Platoon.

Troop C turned west at Check Point 1 and procecded to the firat
streen. Three rortar carriers, ten infantry-men, and the 3d Platoon
reoained at Check Point 1 and esiablished a perimetar, The moriars
were laid west to suppert the troon. &5 C Tzoop moved west, they
flenked the roed on Yoth rides, After cros.sing the strcam, the
infentry disuounted end deployeid.

At oheut 0938 hours when the lead persennel earrier of I Troop,
woving nerth on Reute 13 toward LOC KNI, renched a point about midae
woy across the rice paddy (sltetch map 1), it begen receiving nortar,
cmall arms and recoilless rifle fire and eppeared to be the only one
engeged, 1st Licutenant Jeases P. Fleres, 3 Trocp Compander, could
saee the mMorter rournds bursting from his position in the colurm about
600 nmeters to the reaxr of %he lead vehicle, Fe imnediately onlled
Col Levane, vho vas over tae area in an 0I-13 heliceopter. Tae 3d
Pletoon then reperied receiving heavy fire from the north and northe
west, A preplonned aizstrike was currently in progress viclnity
XT 7499, which CGol Lewene diverted to XU 721018 at Lt Ilorest! request,
Lt Flores then called the 2d Flatcon forward end deployed then around
the 3d Platoon. Tre 24 Piatoeon brought their two tenks and one from
e 1st Platoon forwaerd., Iy ihis tine all but one tenk and o persones
nzl cer—ier of the 34 Fleteoon ke retumed to Check Point 1 with
weundad and to replenich anzunitien., All pletcons were now in cone
toet on boih sldes of the moad, with the heaviest wolure of fire
cozing from the woest.
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Tha Viet Cong hod set up the ecbush in the shape of en "L", witk
a heavy zecurity elecent cressing the roed eleng che trall north of
the peddy. The logs Piled at rondom to the erst of Check Point 3
efforded gnod wrotection and sone of the recoilless .ifles were
probably located hers., Hortsrs ware reported by e forward sir cone
troller in the woods to the north of the ville~c, The ambush extended
for ebout 2000 meiars, but witn the exception of & security eleuent
to the nerthesst of Check Foint 1, the eastern side of the rood was
lightly defeonded., The YT erzeared to be lined up all alons the west
tide of the reald mith the heavy weapons absut 150 meters from the road
in the heeviest vegetation., The VU were wezxing & variety of khaki,
Black, ead green uniforns, One strong point had been established by
the V0 in viecinity XU 22007. The recoilles~ rifles caused tine most
trouble, erd were elso the rost difficult to locate, Durins the first
30 mineiea of the contact, the enemy concentrated on knackins cut the
tenks, A1 four 3 Troop tanks were disabled Irom hits on the tank
comander’s curola and subsequeni wounding of the arew.

The st Pl-toon of 3 Tzroop was carrying the wounded to COLDEN
GATE with an intermediate nid ntotion set up at Check Print 1, They
elso helncld rith the es+ablichment of & strong point at Check Point
1+ Bocarta the incoming fire at Check Point 1 —as so intense, Dust Off
aircrcft  suld not land so the squedron 5-% get-up tho Just Off 1.2 at

GOLDZ! GAYZ end wounded Were colleoted at Check Point 1 and then
noved sculh,

Troor B concentrated on laying down & heavy base of fire to the
west., ‘Alrstrikes whlch had been continuous from the initial
atrike, were being plrced to the north ond west. Artillery was
attecking targets on the east of Ioute 13 end armed UH-1B's and CE-47'a
vore making firiny pesses north and south on ti:e ereas irmediately
edjacent to the road. ‘Yhen the 16t Platoon reported recolving fire
2% Chezk Point 1, it appeared to Lt Tlorcs that the W were ettempting
to cut hin off from Check Point 1, An airstrike wes imnediately
called in end the fire slackensd &t this lecations The remeining
elenents et the head of the column were still receiving heavy fire

frem ell types of weapens end Lt Flores ecalled requesting C Troop
come up cad help.

Vhen the first conteet weg reported, Ceptain Stephen Slottery,
C Trocp Conmander, ordered the inferiry to nount up end prepare to
roos back to Check Point 1, establish a airong point, end be prepared
to asgist B Troor. The 3d Pletgon hud Leen receiving some light fire
et Check Peint 1, but when +hs other rlatoons nrrived at this location,
the fire bsecze more intense, Several of the infantry riding on the
personncl cerriers were hit e3 mortar rounds stevted frilins 1nto
the aren. Copt Slottery orfcred ihe rlateora to deploy end pueh eut
the perinetar, primarily to {the north, The 3d Flatoon was operating
northwezt of the croassroads, 1st Plctoon east, ené 2d Platoon west
end southwests The morters hed besn re=laid to fire to the north.
Check Point 1 res becoming very jemoed with € Troop maneuvering and
vehiclea retuming with 2 Treop wounded. Check Foint 1 conwinned to
recelve heavy omall arcs firc itk most of it coniny from veat of the
road. Iortor and recoilless fira wag being wimvercd with & Leavy
volume of 50 caliber firc from the personael cirriexe at the road
Junction. * €al Levone called and ordered C Treop to pusi north and
relieve tho prosguxe on 3 Troop. The 3@ Flaloon was Linelly able to
siart roving north with the tank fron 24 Piletoon. About 200 meters
{xom Check ¥oint 1, the tenk was hit in the turret and the connander,
Sergeant Alliccn, ead the loader were seriovsly woeunded. They werae
rulled from the tenk and avacuated, The tank continued nerthy The




" € Trood colum conaisted of the 2@ Flateen, 1st Platoon, and Troop
Command Uroup [sketeh wmp 2). Tne 3d Flatoon, € Company (-}, and
Loriors remained ot the crossrosas. Intonse Tire vss received all
the wer to I Proop's Iesition, but a heevy base of fire wes maine

T taincd by the personnel corriers and the tank. The brush men so

thick and close on both sides of the rozd, grenodes were Jugt tossed
ovex the sides of the vehicles, About 600 naters after the first
kit, the “enk was 3it aroin, but the driver kept going even though
“he munrer, Gergeant Riddle was wounded and evacuated, Uhen the
Troon C column arrived at the tail of the B Troep pogition, Li \"lores
z2id %o go farther north and fire to the west, Yhe 19t and 24 Pla-
toons rmoved up end deployed aa best as ther could nince they were
- LT Lo the area lmmediately loft and right of the roeod. Firve
was €irecied east end west with thae heaviest volume to the west,
Col Lewane uedered € Treo» to hold at this point until B Troop could
be extrocied ond pova south. The ¢ Troop ienk went almoss to the 01
arid line before it turned arcund and came beck., Three men from the
<2 Flatoon joinred Sergzoant 'iilson in the tenk gad althourh power to
the turret was frone, they succeadad in getting the qun bearins to

the orih and nortihwest, Sixty munds were fired before tha awrnmie

tion was eihausted. The tenk wes then noved along side a disabled

B Troop tenk and the ammunition transferred, VC could be seen Juaping

eround but% didn't appear to be withdrawving. Artillery ves firing

rorth and east pnd mirstrikea were being concentrated on the west, but
apreared to be too faor west, Captain Slattery esked Col Levane to
£ove them In eloser and the next strike caoe in south o ncxth with

C3U vhieh lended very close to the road,

With the errivel of C Troop, Lt Flores pulled all the remaining
elecents of T Troop back %o Check Point 1, %o rejrour, rearm, end
€5tablish a block alsng the rocd west from Check Peint 1, Vaen the
first 1lifts of & Company, 2d Zattalion, 18th Infantry were apnroaching
the LZ, Lt Flores rullied back, Trocp B remzined at Check Point 1 for
ebout 40 winutes to rearm and get the wounded end dead back to OLDEN
GATD, Taie next 30 minutea vere texen ‘o move the 1st and 2@ Plutoons
dorn the road %o tlock. The 3d Yiatocn handled the evacualion of
vownded {sketch map 3),

Lieutenent Charles D Cole with the 3d Tlatcen of C Troop had been
handling eesualties vetween the forvard elementa and GOLDI: GATS. He
lcaded C Compeny on the rersonnel carriers and moved to tie head of
the colwmia ‘fter tha infentry were dropped, the 3d Platocn deployed
vwest of the road vwhile the 2d Plutoon moved offl to the east in an
ettempi to push the V€ cut onte the L2 (sketch map 4), Lt Cole's
pletoon it & T strong point. He %23 hit in the ches: ond several
oshers vere wounded before ther could pull back. The mechanized flame
thraver vith Lientenant John X Lyon's i8¢ Fi. tcon asgisted in the
exiraetion eof 32 Tlatoon. A3 the infantry begen to land cn 17 2
i € Comnemy began to deployr, the fire si.ckened, ire fron the
Perscnmel corriers wos directed nore to the west. The VO siaried
withdrawing end meny were xilled as they jumped to run through the
high gress,

/dier a aclay of epout 30 minutes caused by enemy fire received
frao both sides of the roed, D Troop was oceupying thelr blocking
pozition. Imitielly, the hesd of the columm nzlted juast woci of the
streen ansid infeormation was reseived that a reinforced ARVE MY

troop vould esgsist.  The bloek was then extended to abeui ihe 7O -5
£@id line, Tren the bloeking: position, VC could be seen witndrewing
eleng the txail thet parmllels the road ead Jere taken under fire.
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Troop € esteblizhed a perineter along Poute 13 until the
infantry stected making the smeep. Ey 1530 contact elons the road
hed practically occassd mnd the personnel moved into the brush to
sexrch for dead and wounded VT ond weepons. The 3d Platoon, T Troop
retummed to the blocki-7 positicn with the Aero Rifle Platcon of D
Trocp. Ny 1700 movement hod ceased mnd the two troops remained in
position “he renainder of the daoy.

RSACTION (U)

Por a veek prior to 30 June 196G, B Cormpeny. 2d Battelion, 18th
Ir. oatry had been meintained on & 30 ninute alert as & uapid reection
force ond was in this rosture at the time B Proop made coniaci, When
it become obvious that both troops end the eiteched rifle company
ere necvily enzaged, © {emprny wes alerted for probable deployment.
Two queations had %o be answered firsi; how they would be employed
and by whet means of trrnsportatien. Al helicopters were fuliy
committed en other aissions., Twelve 3/4 ton trucks were collected
from the various uni*s in the vicinity of the battalion command poss
at QUAIT 10T, ond B Company was prepared to move prior to tneir arrival.
At 1026 hours the helicopiers supporiing the 1at Battalion, 28th Infan-
try in the SONG B2 arca were diverted to UIWN LOX, but by 1040 hours
had not azrived., Compaay 3 denartoed by vehicle for the squadron come
nand post at HON QUAN, end et 1105 pasaed to control of Col Lewene,

Between 1015 end 1020 houre, A Cenpeny, 2d Dattalion, 18th Infan-
try was mlerted, pulled off the perimeicy; and instructed to be on
the airficld in. the event helicopters became availoblea Company A
w28 assenbled on the =irfield by 1100 hours. Gencral DePuy called
Col MeChrystal to the division conmand nost avout 7040 houra to be
briefed on what had haprened in his battalion. General DePuy made
the decision to divert 12 helicevters from SOHG BR, /11 helicopters
closed the 4UM LOI mirfield =t 1150 hours. Uol Lewanc was informed
of the current st:stue of Compenies A and B and asked where and how he
wished to deploy them. & command wnd control helicopier arrived for
Col MeChrystal end he and the battalion S-3 went forverd foT a
reconnaisaance,

Col Loewene had srlected o londing Zones: LZ 1 in the rice paddy
on the eest of Routes 13 (¥U 727012) and L% 2 across the road, He
decided on the lotter with the dircetion of atteck gsouth. At 1145,
Col Lewene weos informed that the firsi 1ift of A Coapany was loaded.
The conmpany comminder was brizflod ihat he vovld Zand on LZ 2; he )
should opercte his radie on tle sguadron frcecuency; end he was under
control of the squadren commender., The L2 veus prevared by air strikea
end artillery ani then wvas marked witk smoke fzom Col MeChrystel's
aircraft, & Company closed i “wo liftas,

Company B proceeded north en Route 13 “cward CP GOLLEN GALS,
Upon errivel at thet loeation, the ccoumany would be moved into the
battle area by helicopiers o perseraiel carriers. Major Yaylor
lended at tie bridge and discovered there were £ number of wounded
requiring evacuntion by Dust QIf helicoptere and the pick-up zone
rould becoms too congested with essanlt helicopters landiny there
also, ./n alternetis picv-up zone vas zelecied 2t XT TA4907 and the
road eolurn of 7 Compzny was diverted to {bis lccation, Cempeny B
then mede an airmobile nacault diuto L7 2 utilizing four lifis of five
cireraft, A compand group froz the 24 Battirlion, 18th Infantry had
been prepesod for 1ift efler B Comp ry hed closed ihe L%Z. 45 one
helicopiex in the l~3t 1if% of 3 Cocmparny lorded, 1t apparently
strick o dud CIU bomblet. A1l persomnel cilzarcd the damazed ship
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before 14 was consuszed by fire. Col !cChrystel landed with D Come
pany, @nd assumed cormand of Compenies A and I, Col Lewans was
informed of +hie end that the battalion (-) was attocking din the
direction he had specified,

s the coopanies siertcd pughing south, B was w2ai of Doute 13
end A o their right (cketch map 5). Company A met r:sistance ebout
200 no%ers coutk of the LZ while 3 Company was mopping up the remainin
clerzanis of he enery Ju.,t to tne wost of Noute 13. About 300 meters
couth cf the LZ, S Company uncovercd ¢ Tzoop erd C Company {—~). At
tiis tine, Col leChrys .hl pusguned comnend of these elements. Compeny
¢ .25 orderad to reorgauize and search the immediate area, vhile C
Trocw was 0 reorzanize, recover disabled tanks and personnel carxiers,

oxy foom Rov. e 1% as Compoy 3 contiaued eweeping south and

A Conporg couthwest. Company B ceased to neet resistance by the time
they had »rosressed about 8C0 meters from the LZ, However, L Compony
ret st If resistance alonz the creek, vicinity XU 715005 (okeich map 6),
The Tiet Conz had established a strong combat ouipoat line eest and
wvect ef the ereek, Company A sustained a few wounded. 3ince no
hexdoeyr vea being omade, € Cempany wes cornitted on the right flenk

of A Compeny., Thae link=up was modc by 1515 end the sirength of the
two comnznies forced the VO out of theixr poaitions, Dust Cff was
napleied and the cweep continued south to the bleckinT poszitions
hald by I Troep end the ARV forces,

At 1300, Col Berrr, tst Brigade Commender, landed and directied
the 2& Dattalion, 18th Infeatry to asseable at L% 2 and beooms the
brigate reserve, The units returned to an assembly avea juni south
of the LZ in the order 3, A, ecnd C Compoany, vhere the bLetinlicn
renmzinnd 2rermisht. The reconnaisazence pletoon, and mortar nlatoom
of the beitelion were flowm in at 1700, Three ambush aites vere
established on the scuth, southwest, snd the west, but no enery
astivity ves experienced during the night.

During the time the 2d Battelion, 16th Infantry was preparing
fer doplojment, the 18t Brigede Comnender was alerted at 1003 te
rove one infentry batielion and the brigade TAC CP in that crder to
Q7AW 19T, The 1ot Bavtalion, 24 Infeniry comzenced the move at 1234
hours usiny C-123 and CY=2 aircralt. The brigade closed the airfield
at Q737 IOT at 1530, At 1622, ihe let Dattolion, 24 Infaniry commenced
an pirmodile asseuld inte LZ BLUS, {(map 2) ond by ohout 1715 hed
cilosed in%o the area and began sweeping easvword.

Shorily =fter the contach w23 reported, the JINH LUNE Province
Chief offered units izmediately availeble te him for suppert of the
1% Inlontay Divtsion. The 74 Tronp, 1st Cavalry, AZWI, with 20 AIC's
reinforced with #he 3¢ Corpany, 134 Fattalieon, 9th Reziment, "RTN,
were atinched te the 1s¢ Sguadron, 4th Cavalry. At 1100 houre the
T.3. Lévisor reported 4. the 18t Infantry Jivision -3 foxr a wisslon.
Te wes dirceted tn immedimtely nrocered north on Houte 13 teo lirl up
with U.%. elemeqts =b Chaecit Point 1. This was accomplished and the
"-lock;n- nogitien esteblished at approximately 1300 hours {cketoh map
5) T e ““1 Dessment had one other coupuy immediately evailable for

oos 23 uhich boved 4o secure the bridye at Check Toint GOLDIZT GATE,
Thn al Force gompanies were gecuring the roed between the oridgn

L. Ona compeny of the Jth Regmmt wan called broXk fron
en opeoeiion south of QUAT LOL as o poszidle escort for the move of
en criillerny batitery north ont Ioute 13,
A% about 1100 heours, tse CIDZ corpanics were sent Irom LOC HINH
330

end nosusmed bleoclkin: neeitigns north ol the lattle arai,
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v asve from SONS B2 to 2UAIN LOI. The vatialion closed at U7 LOI at
} . 1620 end A Zattery, 2d Dattalicn, 33d Arvtillery paved by JM-AT7 {rom

“ - e ’ 50IG T2, oloding at 2245. This batterr was moved to LZ RLUI (map 2)
o et 1115 hours, 1 July.

) A% 1420 hours, the ist Batialion, 16th Infontry wes ordared to
terminete its opermiion, retumn to LAY MWGE and puepare Tor moverent

on ordsr. At 1430 £d4 Botislion, 16%h Infantrzy was ordrred to move

one company froa the 2d Brigede Base Ceamp to PHUOC VIITH and the bat=
talion (~) to LAI iHZ. The ist Battalion, 13ith Infaniry closed into
TAY K52 &t 1715 and tho last of C Cozpany, 24 3ettalion, 15th Infantxry
waa on tha wey te PHUOC VINH in Iixed wing aireraft by 1813,

" T Loy PEN S i . .
h : ’ s o o The 18t Battalion, 28th Infantry wes ovdered at 102) hours to

The 2d Zattelion, 2d Infantry commenced moving fron LAL IHS at
1600 houxs utilizing C=123 and GV-2 aireraft. 211 elenenta of this
tattalion had closzed inio QUAN LOI uwi 1710,

oA ] . 3

1.2 Y (7)

On 1 July, follow up acilon coniinued aygainst remmants of the
2713t 0 Negiment, The 1ot Bettaiicn, 28 Infentry secured LZ TLUE
es Betfery A, 2d Battalion, 353d Artillery was 1lilted by CHE~47 to
supoort future operations, Compeny C resnined to secure the LZ while
+he reseinder of the battalion aoved to seizc the bridge at JT 6039983
1ink up with the 133 Sguedron, 4th Cavalry {-}; end with R IToop
proceed to Objective 1 {70 695027)s Troop C joined Conpeny C, 1si
Sa%telion, 24 Infentry at LZ BLUZ,

IR, 28 e e W oV

T

Tke 1at Battalicn, 28th Infeniry conducted an eirmobile essault
into 12 ¢RIT (T 616995) &t 1000 hours. Tie battalion moved to secure
Ovjectiva 3'3IBALL (T 623995 )1 left one company in bloekin; positionss
rnd proceeded %o viciniwy of XU 721021 to conduct = seera of %tha
battle axes of tho previcus deve. Light contact was made with spall
groups of TG,

p— S

o The 24 Bettzalion, 18th Infentry continued to aeerch the betile
> erea snd urcovered nuasrmus ghallow sraves and additional YC badlies,
© At 1600 hours, the battalion cenducted an sirmoblle asseuly on LZ PINK
D (70 592025 end ~ccupicd posifions for the right aa shown on Overlay 1.
Compery A rade contact wish the U and Comrarys C e~d Recor. Flatoon wore
- sent to reinforsz, Iwrter and snell axsy firve was received until cone
; o tact was broken at 2030 hourz. At 0545 houws 2 July, the overnizht
s positicene of A Company, € Company, erd Docorn ~latonn, wene telken under
’ " fire by VO automntic weepons erd nortarti. Tae VC thwn lainohed &
T " geries of Uive meceults frem ell directions, but the attack was
countered by fir- suprort from artillery, (un ghips, and Jighter
& booberas. & toiini of 61 mortics were flewm by TSAl flshter bombers
- / and ineluded clezz air supdo=t by thTes lighuis U8 25y SPOY (rader
0 Dombing)} teshnigues, Compeny 3 wos roved ot G710 noura %o reinfozree
P, Compenies A and C and contact was Lroken £5 OG0 heurs, A Lody count
’ of 70 fead revesled thaet the altacking Ud Javuelien, 2755 %C Yein
Forco Reidrent guffcred the lese of 75 killel,

kt CT10 hours, the 1at Taitalien, 28k mfantTy moved [rom over-
night positions to support the 2d Tatielion, 18th Infantry. Link-up
wea mede et 0930 hours and both dattalions searched the ares around
tho defensive perimeter. The 3oi Dattalion, 234 Infentzy then
oontinued north %owerd LZ HUSE o 5504 ) but made no contact.
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. The ¢t Batteilon, 24 Infantry, minus C Cozpany at the artillexy -
bace, acsembled on Route 13 and was helilifted into LZ HE I 1] 557050),
closing at 1323 ° -3, This L3 and adjacent L7 HITD (XT 657037)
vers scoured b;- 3 B and 2, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavelry and atiached

ARV Z¥C txroop = . .ifie CORDENY .

The 2d Battslion, 24 Infentry wos heliliftea Into 12 PIK end
relieved the 24 Iz talion, 13th Infantry which returned to control
of 1at Infantry Divisicn at 1530. During the night the 24 Dettalion,
2d Infentry came under mortar attack vhich appeared 1-ter 1o have
been a cover for the withdraval of the VC to tne southweet and northe
west. L aweep of the aren was made with only minor oontect,

FIRZ SUPIORT (U)

At the time B Troop mede contact, & rreplanned air 8trike wes in
Progress vieinlty XT 7499, The eircralt

t hed commenced dropping CEUY
at tho time Col Lewane notified the forms

2xd air controller (FAC) that
the arrored ¢olum was in contzel, Th

¢ pilet pulled cut of his
southeast to northwect direction of ri:

+ght and brought his airoraft
com the vest side of Route 13, expending the remainder of his CEU,
Yapelm, and 20mm, A large proup of W were aeen running east nleng
the trzil north of the rice roddy. The next Tlizh% concentrated on
the loze at Cheel: FPoint 3 end the trail. A second FAC errivel ebout
1030 and startea working along the trail., Cel Lewane requested the
erea aleny Route 13 ehout 300 meters from tha road be hit, hovaverx,
the troop commenders requested it be moved closer to the road.
Turing the dosh of Lt Cole'o 3d Flatoon forwerd with the infantry,
& nepelm atrike wes placed aleng side the weat of the road nssisting
his movement. Col Lowane celled for o preparation on L2 2, bul delayed
the ectuel lending when he was notified that aiicraft were on stetion

with CBU. Thin strike was Placed from the 00 grid line to the 1Z,

Aftexr the 12 breparetion, air sirikes were directed to the west to
cover traila on which VT were withdraving in groupa of from 9 to 15,
Hapalm strikes were placed anead of the edvcneing 24 Bettaliorn, 18th
Il -ntry,

From the initial rreplanned sird

ke, close eir support vas oone
tinuous end wnlinited, A totnl of

83 sorties were flaowm op follownt

A~ 24
PiCo - 40
M - 10 (AR
2 - 6
F4 -~ 8

Ordnaize exvonded includeds

Eish Duplogive - 42,2 tonsg

HERLRE] - 48 tons
s3] = 11.5 tons
PRockets - 160

There was & ninimum of one TAC on Gtatien at a1l times, ‘fhese
fACa were in constart commumication vith either the squadren coumander,
5=}, ox {roop commanders,

Ax$illazy direet susrort vaes provided
Batterr- N (8"), 8th Tatitelien, Gth Artillery located at HOW QUAN
(37 76200 ), ‘Pattery B firsa 248 rounds und Suttery D fired 277
from the fime contact was nade tntil ebout 1600 hours,

7 Zattery B (155m) end

44
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65 Defenatre concentrations had Leen Ploiteq aleng the route which
facilitated ground observers with the colums to ¢all Jor fire, However,
nost of the uPssions ere adjunted by aiz cbaervers, Within mirutes ) :
efter contagt begen, an aix obzerver maa over the tatile area, Fire []
28 zost intense from tho norineesd amd nerthnest end artillery was
fired on the treil n91th of the rige Peddy. These ficen were shifted

0 the tmooded awea nerth of SXOY DONG, Col Lovane then directed thet
artillexy woulg fire to the east of Houte 13, Thia &8 continued

: until such +ime as he directed that ertillery be zlaced as a block
Sl aleny the gtreamline to the west., Artillery was also used in the

i . Preparetion of L2 2 @nd shifted »wrior to the lending to the Teooda on

; the nex<h, Artillery continued to dlocik: alory the gtreamline to the
i 7est efter the infanty deplcyed, Grours of V2 wawy s5cen %o wvmlk
into- the fire, lying dom or getting in holea betacan vollays, By

1700, r2sistence had ended, but aiy and artillexy continued to intera

diect likoly as5=enbly oreas end Toutes of vithdreval, Interdio%ion

continued throushout tue night,

In addition to afr and artillery, hellcopter gunships supported
the enzased wita, At 0945 hours en armed CH-47, GO«GO 154, received
an ambush reactior bission in sunport of i nraored eolumn, Contpet
WAs made with Col Lewana et 1G0C hours, ‘ne Pilot was briefed on the
gituntien eng nade an immcgiste Litack on the encny forues 100 metars
west of Route 13, The first aitack was made et 1008 hours using 20mm
and 50 caliter Juns and 40mm grenades, after the first P33, Col lewane
Tequested that fire oo moved to within 25 to 59 noters from the roed
&nd the seceng attack wes nede using the sane W¥2apans. 4 third pansg
28 nade wsirg 1-18 (7,62 iniguns) and 50 s21iiber 3ide and rear gung,
The Mni:juns appearsd to have little Buppressive effect end the air.
eraft raceiveq Beveral hits. Transnmission warning lights, oil aTes=
Sure, and {emperaturce goures indlcated heary denage end an inmudiate
ianding wes mada in the rice pady east of Route 13, A eheck indi~
czted the alrcraft wae sxfe 42 [1y and the aircraft returned e
QU LOI %o e6eertadn the extont of famtze. At 1130 hours, V' TAU
Was contzoted for g reploesment i rmalt wvhich arrived at 1500 ang .
continued aitncks on oy troops, evecuation roaies, asseambly arens, f
end ¢lose suppori of elerants secupying blocking nosltions,

A s L

e

e P P

e

Onerations with amed Chinonka ended a+ 2015 hourn, Fumerous
sortier wore flovm by wrmed Ud-1Tta both as eover for the armed
Chinnoks end 2zainsi tangais aelected by Co, LOWane. : -

[REE T

RESTLYE ()

g aase

Znemy logaes includeds

40 52411 As1nms
23 Czew Served Tearons
1533 Roundn of fnanition

(¢) Priendly losses arc 23 fellowa:

18t Squadron, Ath Cavelry
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B Troop 7 51 0T}

C Treop -5 (2 D0u'5
Total 12
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2d Battalion, 18th In.f:mtr_r

. X1a TIA £6
A Cozpany 1 KR
I Coopany 1 ic
C Comoeryr  _5 (1 DOW) 17
Total 7 39

Sevenr ercored personnel corriers end four tanks were damazed,
One pexscunel carrier and one Uid~1) were destroyad,

coxerusIon (U)

Ap the reaction forces continued to pamrch thae battle mrea, ocone
elusive evidence was found that the 27tat T Regimont had besmn decit~
ively dofented and asain failed in 1ts acmirmed mission to deatrey
U.3. armored forces mlong Rouie 13, The raut of 271ot Neglment .an
be attributod to several significant factss

From the first indication of contact until the VO withdrew inm
defeat, Lt Col Levene was in complete commend of the situntion, At
the tira of contact, the sguadren wes wundex OPCON 24 Battalion, 13th
Infantr;s Because he had complete zontrol of the situation, subor-
dinate alezents of {he 24 Battelion, 17th Infantr,,r wers placed under
his eonirel when cormitted to the battle, Itcept for short perioeds
of time vhen he returned to refuel, he was over the batile area,
During his abasence, he had his 5-3 replace hiz to control the action
and coerdinate the fizec sudpoxrt, Col Lewana wAs in conatant oome
munication with his $roop coomanders, artillery observers, Jorwvaxd
eir co"xu"olle“s, ond muashipa. e coordinated all the [lics to
insure that the meaximun enount of urinterrupted firepower could de
brought to bear on the cnemy forces,

L% Col leChrystal's plems for deployment of the rorid reaotion
farce gaved mony veluable zinutes, preventing o larger numbar of VG
Trom withdraving,

The dncision of CGener2) DePuy to divert helicopters for the

! 1ift of 27 Babvialion, 10th Infentry, coupled with the movement of
B Compa~= v wehicle to the pickup vone eut to & minimwm, the time
betwee: .L_lc\:.:x\, of the two componiesn,

EFreplanned eipstrikes were available for diversion to the area
of contnct end subgyequent close sir suppori wes continuous. Thers
wag uniizited supp~mt with varying queatities and types of oxdneroo.

kef/an end o-vr zaliter aptillery was availeble within ranze
of the babile avr- 1 rapidly responded to requesta for fire br
Col Lewanc,

i Troe» C was net inidlally engaged end was evedlable for lwmmed-
iate reinlox % on Col Leviano'a order,

i The trexerious tese of fipe 1l:ic¢ domn b';r the trmka and personnel

' corrlere, coupled with the teiseity vith vhich perscrael fowhd and

; the outslandins lesders:in civen the men, were instrumental in over=

! goming the nuameric- ~11; igr VO force. A squad and platoon lerders
: wowe vounded or Illel, cosictenis immediately egoumed commond so that
oi no virmo wer. the iroors lacking diveslion,
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The time ocontact was mado is perticularly simificant, The
bottlo sterted at 0938 leaving ten hours of darylight for the batile
1o €avelop, a reaction force 9 be committed, and e search of the
battle erea to be conducied aller contact wos broken., This denied
the c¢ne=y the capebility to police ‘he aXef. ’

Jeather conditione did not limit the ebility of the forward air
comtrollers or artillery observers to place effective fire cn the
CNely.

Inel == MAP 1 - 1gt Inf Div Troop Dispositions
TP 2 - Aren of Operation 150,000
AP 3 - PICTOUAP Aree of Operation 125,000
Sketch Maps 1 - 6
Overlay = Battle of HO KRIGIOU
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ANNEX B
BATTLE OF LOC NINH RUBEER PLANTATION NARRATIVE
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AREX B Combat Cperations Mfter Action Report, Cweraticn EL PASO II/1II
Battle of LOC NLUM kubber Plantation Karrative

RESWE OF RATTLE OF LOC MINH RUEDER PLANTATION

The Battle of the LOC NIMH Pubber Plantslion was conducted under
the canory of the pently rolling IGC NINE Hubber Flantztion two kiloe
mziers west and norihwest of LOC HITM, coord XU 737097, Vegetation
under the £0 foot rubber trees was neglisible, Veather for the operas
tion was fair with Lthe exception of heavy ground fop in the early
mornding, Tae fog delxyed the helitorne portion of the operation from
0520H until OB15H wheh the Jog cissipated sufficicntly to allow the
EU-1D helicopters to malw tasir 1ift of oge CIDO plotoon and one platoon
froo A Company into the IZ vic ecoord XU 702112, Touchdown was $10835H
Jun 66 following a five miaute gunship prepacation in the area.

The ground blocking elements, two platocns Trom A Compary, 2/2%th
Inf donarted the LOG NINH arza ab Q7i5H along doute RED anu [oute BLUE,
respeclively, At 07354 these elicmonts reporled raceivi n3 SA fire from
epproxinstely one platoon of VG vic coord XU 715293, A Company's 81mm
mortars were fired into the area with umino.n results, In the same vie,
at 0210H, the blonking clerents had three wounded by SA fire jrom the VO
positions at the top of Hill 190, Ths Sim wortars from A Company were
2gain ealled on the hilltep, sollowing the mortar barrage the two
blockdng platcons moved into positions to Lthe scuth znd esst of the V¢
locations on 11 153, vic coord YU 713G35, .

The heliborne elements afier their indtial landing, headed south )
toward their original objective of tha Villape ¥x, 10 complex, centared
at XU 710100, it 0849 the bloeking elemenns rzported receiving MG fire
from a bunker al vie coord XU 737095, Upon receiving this information
the CIDG/A Compary elements altered their mizsion and moawved south to
assith against what wes now c:timated to be 3t least one VG platoon |
entrenched on top ef Hill 150, 4 Compaiy'» platoon hoved to the north
of the VU positions tyirg in with the tws blosking torces on the czst
and south, thus forming & U-zhaped ring cven to iLne M7, Tha CIDG platoon
abtemted to penetrate the VC positicna frwi the i, et viere repulsed Yy
heavy 5S4 and AY fire coming Trom the well emtrenched erecry, Tne CIDG
clements then dirplaced, tying in with & Company's plocking elenents on .
the south, 8lmn nertars were immadiztelr calied in to the north, sealing
off any VC rcute of withdruml.

Tue to the intensicy of the ligating C Comsuy was aleited at 09104
to be rropared to move on foob to assist A Company. AL C3L0H G Corpery
w28 ordersd to move in suppert of bthe alements arcurd BE11 150, By
10304 A ard C Companies kud lin“ed up, ¢ Compeny asang around toward
coord XU 713098. As C Company wmovad to effest tiz wi, % Compary indicated
that VC were moving to the NE towara NI 1770 vic coond X T211i1, €
Company was then ordered by whe batralion omaindzy Lo move “orth to
intercept and attack the V7 u +hai sislnits,

Upon- approaching coord XU 720104 € Camuwy ran into insopse ground
fire from at lerst one VO conoany imdy entrenches 3n surkers with
overh=ad cover in the wiec L 11 177, &ard Deoond 4,2Y portar fire
wes ealled on the VO positions and <o the ne tn 2o arsrent the VO {rom
escaping, At 1200H € Commany vesuested amruidbicr -esupply end further
azsistance to nancuver egalinst the cne.y Jorcs., 7o less than 15 minutes
twe helicoptor loads of amrunrition were airdropred on ¢ Companmy's front
lires, The llecon Flatocn was -imuediately dispatched on foot from LOC NINH
with still cdditicnal amanition ard a rission of ajding the C.Company
attaclkdng elements south of 411 177,




“Q

then _cined A Comeopy until theheitle<cnded, . rnr oo
' . P (I 4 N . : .o

AMIEX B Corbat Operations Afisr Actlon Report, Operatioh EL PASO TL/IIT 7o
Battle of LOC NINH Rubber Plantation Marrative {Conti). iy

The Recon elemert moved to A Cempany's CP location, vie coord
Xy 720092 and then proceeded norsh to asslst ¢ Company, killing three
V0 snipers along the wey, At 13230H Recon and C Cormany linked wp with
Reeon being placed on € Company left flank vic ccord XU 71710k. In Pre=
Faration for an assavit, more artillery was fired on thd VC positions
eround HIW1 197, The attack comrenced at 1425H with C tcmpany on lre
cest to west and the Recon Platoon pincning in on ¥¢ trenchwork frem
the west along a ridgeline rurning north vic .coord XU Tisti3,

o A% thig podnt thé VO esncentrated their fire on Recon and C Company
$latoon on the left, huriing grenades and firing 5A from the tiees, .
Sirultancously, the VG bepan hitting thke Recon Platoonts left flank with
intenaified 54 ard A* fire. The Pecon in turn. atterpied to £all bacl: to
orevert the VO enveloping movement. Vhile in the proecss of acromplisning
this maneuver, the VQ moved a machinegun inte a trench occupled by the .
re:aining liecon elements, resulting in the VC overrunming the positions,
C Company imnedistely countered with its reserve platoon, elimin:ating
the VC resicttinee, pushing the enery off Hi’l 177 into the artillery
voileys to the north and rorthest, terminating this portion of the
“ettle at around 1116151 Jun 66, -

Hearwhile, in the A Company area to the south, eonseeutdvo assaults
from the north, south, and west failed to dislodge the VC frem their
entrenched pogitions, [A CIDG comparny moving west on patrol was diverted
imo a blocking positien vic ccord XU 700090, A Company's &1mm mortars
convdnued to pound the VG positions, but to ro apparent avail. The

‘bettalion commander then decicded to commit his final reserve, B Company,
2t 1L30H, at the same time moving the 0IDG comnany east to XU 713090 into

& more odvar wegeous bloglkdng and raneuvering lochilon, . e

- R Y PR
“her B Compony linked up with A Company at 1500} the v Company.. .
elements wers repositioned to allow the artiliery to- firec 3. preparition
ali-zlong Hill 150 prior to an assault by B Company,.r:.dn; the meantima.
“he CIDG platoon attached to & Company and positioned. vic ccard XU 14093
retreated o the sovth after their interpreter had, heen.killed by the vG,
thus nezating o pap in the A Comoary’ 1lines on the agufiy . The SF Advisor

i
1

Fallowing a sixtecn-voller ar‘t.iuén‘zba‘mbam:ténb:ﬁ .Cor:'.plany‘ asseulted
JFill 150 at 163CH, compleiely overruning the VG positions., The VO fled

to thz soulh and ran’'into ' heézvy volurn ¥l fire from the CIDG blockdng

‘forse, causing the ¥'to 'seattor &' In icomplete disorganization,
. . . . v o e .o .

: pie i s — .
After the final essavlt, ‘consélidations were.made in the battalion
action. * Casialiies wave Shen evacuated, azrminition resupply was
».and the battlefield was Soliced of V3 bodies and equipment
noreurh

search' of the enfire area, The battal'on thea maved on
° camp loceitlen zround the LOC PINH aipstrip, final
rab Fi2iC0H Juni 64, ;
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‘ AFNEX B Coxbat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL P.;SO IXr/xxx

Battle of LOC KINH Rubber Plantation Narrative {Contt

The enemy force wag estimated to be from two to three main
force VG companies, Because of the nature of resistance this estimation

¥es never apparent until appraximately 1200H,
2. Eresy Equimment Captured:

a, 60 mortor

b, SKS Russisn Carbine — 1 each,

1 each complete with amminition,

. G+ Penzerfaust —e———w——- { gach with ammunitieon,
! d, MO-42 machinegun w—-- 1 sach,
e. VC webpear,
f. V0 medical supply.
A HNumerous grenades, mines and emell arms ammmnition,
3.  fmmnitien Expended:
3. 8Im mortars - LOO HE, 14 11,
be L.2" mortars —  ¢5 HE, § W'P._
¢, 105mm Arty «— 1143 HE,
_ 4. Smal) ams =-—- two baslc loads. _
h.. Alr Sorties Flown: Air was used to block VC route of escape
to the west side of “ho battle area, Sixteen sortles were flown by

F=100's, F~4C!s, and Mavy AfH aircraft, Ordnance expended as follows:
CEU, Napalm, 250 pound fragmentation borbs, 20mm cannon,

E-3
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AINZX B Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III
Battle of LOC NINY Rubber Plantation Narrative {Con't)

2nd Bn, 28th Inf, fst Inf Div
Loc Hinh, South Vietnam (XU 7308)
10T600H Jun &6
KM

FRAG ORDER (OPERATION EL PASQ II)

REFLRERCZ: MAP, SOUTH VIETHAM; 1:50,000 10C NIMH €346 IV; LOC TITEN
63L6 III,

1. MISSION: A Co w/t platoon CIPG conduets search of Village Nr, 10,
Loc Yinh Rubber Plartaticn, vie coerd AU 7209, to clear area of
local ve,

2, EXECUTION:

2. Concept of operation: A Co (-) w/CIDG platoon attached, at
1106004 cozmences move bty foot and HUID helicopter to surround
Village Nr, 10 and clear it of Vo and VC sympathizers,

b. A Co: AL 0600H two blatoons follow Houte Red and Route Blue
to blocking positions east and south of Village Nr, 10, At
0630 one platosn frem A Co w/one platoon of CIUG helilifted
S0 L2 XU 701112, move south, conduct search and clear of VO in
Village Kr. 10,

c¢. B Cor Be prepared to reinforce A Co on 20 nin, alert.

d. € Co: Be prepered to reinfores A o an 5 mdn, alert,

e, Heavy Mcrtar: G5, priority to A Co.

f. Reecon: Reinforce on call,

B« AT: Dero support on eal],

h. Coord, Instructions:

(1) A Co send one man to maintain constant coordination with
CInG, .

(2} Corship prep of LZ five minutes prior to landing,

(3) ¥ and WS evacvated to Ine Nink on f.i,

{4} Evacuate casualties to rear ca fgot if possible, Dusateff
on cali, Instoff freq: 45,7

(5) FAC freq: 43.6
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AXEX B Combat Orerations After Action Repart, Operatlon EL PASO IT/1XL 74
Battle of LOC NINH Mubber Plzntation Narrative (Contt)
ACKNG IEDGE:
BGIIE
Lt Col
AEX: A
DISTRISUTICH: B
-CTFICIAL:
/=/Fish
fox fo/RATDAY Regraded ta FCR_OFFICIAL USE ONLY
83 : upon execution, DEGLASSIFILD |
upon Completion,
. N Ut o, e
. s . .
s- N : .
- E.T -~ (..:JL'-‘.‘" ’ b. .'-
D=5
Paind /\




) ;
x ; - 5 , ‘ 2nd Ba, 28tL Inf, 1st Inf Dlv
. i . g, Loc Nirh, South Vietram (XU7308)
: 1016004 Jun &6
KDM
ANIEX A (CFERATTION QVERLAY) to FRAG CRDER (OPEAATION L PASO I1)
Ocp #
A
s’ f QCP #2
! 68 cP i N
4 :
. 15
: 1 _
-~ f \
. !
l
{; ) Ocp M
r z .
: § CUNSHIP A
{  FREE FIRE
f AHEA
!
? ROUTE OF
; ATRCRAFT
i o o CONCENTRATIONS
. r—
| FCL
; ARTY
CUICEITRATIONS
AETILLZRY
; FRTE FIRE O
{ AREA :
} BLUE
: J \ RED
: \ i : \ . ©
§
i \ (@]
5 LCKNCVLITGE:
¢ DISTRTSUTION: B
! o7
~ i
i 72
i BOVIE
: 1% Col
[
"r OFFICIAL:
£ - B-6
i /3/Fish
; for/t /34BDAY
E s3
i 5
. [
N b
. r
i- -a
- & — —
e £,
i
& b
.t
4
3 . . . : S



» - ° IR - o
e i -
L ¥
- R S : 2nd Bn, 26¢h Inf, Tt Inf Div
a" Do 8> - Lo¢ Yinh, South ietnam (XU7308)

. R _ 12 Juns 1966
SR | '{ . XM

—'i-'-r . : ! ?-7 .
e SR RESUNE OVERIAY to FRAG ORDER (OFERATIGN EL pace 1)
’ L R 4 . FOT EXACT SCALE: APPROX 1:20,000 LOC KIMM~XU7303
! . * ' i
: v \ RETHEAT
ZNVELOFIBHD OF 72 ROUTE Yl

e
N AL VCD
I‘ 177.. TP_EW

T e o g gl
-
=
-3
pod
i
&)
g2
>
—-‘-_-.—
)

L I aTracy
, ~ ( \
o Flt
Tt P v \ i Col”
P 4 H ~ !
: ng . RECON € Co ATTACK
— i CIDG =) B ~
! 3 Klv\ \'\- N
: ; . - _J H \
Lo ; O\ [~ !
: : |

\r_%i

a

J .

INEE
?’ -

~——T sz

Caoa

7

;d

24,1
L

Sy
. - -

\‘ ™ Oéf'}' - P
s 09— ' Br_w “o.h &2 RN
203 ] Cins )’ o > o FRY NFOUTE
N\ r B V7 N A CoNof B
. . N ROUTE of Ce
o - : , \\ RouTs < CCo& RECCH, \\
: _ v FZ5 T8\ g eIng o1t ~ .
- : A Co R KETREAT ~ -
‘ ] DISTRIBUTION: B ; ‘%'o 100 /
- i _ , NG THIZN
' H BO-TR ~ /
‘ ; Lt Col
: OFFICIAL:
g /a/Fish
H for/t /RABDAY
- { 53
o~ t
3
E
k B-7
5
- ’
f
1
N L
L



ARNEX ©

BATTLE ¢ MINY THANH ROAD NARRATIVE
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ANNEX € Cochat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO IT/III
Battle of MINH THAMH Road Narrative

TH3 BATTIE OF THH THAKH ROAD

The 272d Viet Cong Muin Force Reglmemt is considered tha elits
regiment of the %th VO Divisien, However, durding the Battle of MINH
THAIH Read on 9 July 1966, this regiment suffered its secord defent by
the st Infanirty Division ani supporting forees, On 8 Juna’ 1966, two:
battalions of the 2724 fiegirent had attacked an armored ‘eavalry colwzn - -
rad were severely decimated tl“uri‘.ng the three and a half hours attack,
Tas Pattle of MINY THANH Roed is enother examyle of the deperture from:
conventional tactics the ist Infartry Division hed auperienced during
its first year in the Rerublic of South Vietram, ' BT e
I . . . sy . L,
The, Battle of MITH THANY Read was ‘one of five major sctions in -
vhieh Vizi Cong Main Foree Regitents vere engarnd and défented by men
of the"2ig Red Ore during Operation =L PASO, unc - Judy 196€.- The
battle I's classic in wo respecis, First was the planning and execution,
Szoond, tihfs was not a1 instance of where the VC alone planned the attack
and leunckhed 16 at a tire and placa of their choosing, withdrawing before
ac.”uate resources were deployed in reaction.

" 'Based on the previous succosses of ROADRUNNZR operations conducted

* by erzored cavalry forces, the Cozmanding General, 1si Infantry Divisien,

gave the 1st Brigade Cormander the mission of developlrg a plan to lure
the Viet Cong into attacidng US forces, Colonel Sidney B Berry Sr
received the mission, gava hls staff the coacept of operation, and 4issued
the order for Operation OLWTIA/LL FASO (0PCRD 23-66), 6 July, Tha fst®
Brigadzs mission was: tto pooition ferces and conduct reconnaissanco in
force to lure VC forves io a.'nbush'/att.ack the eolumr, cnabling the fst - *°
Brigade to cestroy VO forces by oifensive action," Operation OLVIPIA
was a xmlti-phase Rlan in sancept, easily modificd to insure response

to attacks on either the O HAEH Roaag or Mational Noute 13 south of
All LOC. In response to azdivionsl galdance irom General Defuy, the

ist Bripade included a foint againsi STOC COUN TIANG., On B July, &
oirulated airmobile assault vould b condueted int s an L7 vicinity SROC
COll TRANG followinz air and artillery preparzilons cansing the VO tn be
drawn into the Killing zone of a B-52 gtrike.  Sulsequent to receipt of
the mission, extensiya plarning, recoanaissance and: vergaring: was com -
ducted, A1)l comranders particinated in the plan end knev cxacily what
the philosonky was and what the obher cumandels feltyh i This facilitated
the carrying out of madiricatisna with a minimvs of radic’ transmissions
once contact was rode. 1On' Y Gdy, Plasc IT of Lhe conpeptsols operations
would commenee with Task Foree DRAGICY, consicting of Troops<S: and.(

1/ Cavalry and B Comrary V1,4 Inlzniiw, conducilne’a résonnaissance in
force zlong Route KNIFS (oo 1) ta-i00 THuli -9 SHAGUON-would receive
engineer-ecwizmens at MINH T H and reduri: to’ AV LGS Inshe event TP
DRAGOON was anbushed of attechel onrcuins) Jossen: freviously positicned
would’ respond Irmedistely as the sitliation deviiorad, Comritrent of
inftial dattalionz would be nzalned the VO flanks, Raniniag battalions
wéuld ba cormitted %o the ITodiste batile ires or o blo:kire pouitions,
Landing zones and tertative bloriing mos 13 alovg lidely AU routes of
withdrawal were selected (iap'1) wu vo oocaier ou orider, To.further
insure the VC were lured into conlaeh,” Loe moirenend of bullde.ors ard.
resupply trucks froa i UM e IR0 escortad with a maall amount -
of armored cavalry w2s L o« Difemnbion wes Blso lecked thot a cone
vor would be moving dovm Dota iLotn oote near futwe fnvhAnes Lhat should
the VC nob be lurec into attackaing tne H'HE THANA comvoy, they would,
attack the one on Roule 13, The later couvyy would be covered by

.

. Artillery Base II, The altack c the MIMH TH.NI Road: was preferred *

G-t

o !

-

—n



© s e A e

R

" AVEX C Corbat Cperatioms After Actlon Report, Operaticn EL PASO II/III

Patile of LIIH THANH Road Barrative {Con't)

besause of londing zones, The plan was wargamed from the YC standpolmt
and although five pessible sitea wera selected for the attack, the final
position selected was the sema location the actueal attack tock place,
The intelligence estirate indicated a mindrun of onc battalion and
possitly a regiment could be cx.pocted to attack. Intelligence hr d shewn
the 2724 Regizment to be operating in the area in regimental strengths

On 7 July, uhe 1st Eripade begen positioning its forces and:¢om=
~-*rd core and mointenance for future operations. Headquarters, B, ond.
D Favieries, £/6th Artillery and A Battery 1/5th trtillery moved te- -
Arcillory Base I, The 2d Battallon, 2d Tafantry commenced infiltretion
D TihAIH, using UE-1D and GV-2 alreraft, The move was corpleted on
1y. Forees nt HIMH THAMH then tncluded 2/2d ard 1/18th Infantry and
2y €, 2/33d Artillery,, Tho sirulated airmobile assault was con=
2d on B July by elements of 1/25uh Infantry, followed by the 3-52
stv -2 at Y100 hours, Air strikes were also employed cpainst sugpacted
"N Vages in the SHOA CON TRAKG arca, Keadquartera Dattery, 1/5th Artil-
lery and C Zattery 1/7th Artilloty roved to Artillery Base II. Lieu-
‘tea-nt Colonel Povert Haldane's st Battalion, 28th Infantry occupied
pasitions arcund the shandomed airsirip 2500 meters east of Artillery
Base - and secured the arsillery with ons company. The ist Battalion,
16tk Infantry, cormanded by Lieutcrant Colonel Rufus G, Lazzell, moved
frea LOG NI to QU 1OI, 5500 meters northeast on AN LOC, and camo
voder comtrol of ist Bripade, Comramy €, 1/2 Infantry and an ARVN APC
troop provided security for Artillery Base II. iue 1/18 Infantry madne
tained one company ot position 85 and the battalion (~) at the XO¥d THANH
E:';f‘f‘leld. The 2/2 Infaniry occupled overrdght positions 1n vieirity of

e .

4
.ot

The 1/1& Infantry (=) began moving to 55 et 0605 on § July, followed

by the zovemernt of 2/2 infantry to Sit at 0456, Campany B, 1/28 Infantiry,

zgsisting in the security of Ariillery Base I, returned to conirel of the
parens organination, ‘ N

At 0700 hours 9 July, Teck Force DRAGOON erossed the start point at
the Al LOC eirfield with C Troop, commanded by Captain Stephen Slattery,
leading, Treocp T, corranded by Coptain David Xolly followed at QT 0,
?he zrtiilery begen firing preparation along fouto KNITE at G720 hoursa.
“ue to the low overcast and its interferenca with clese alr support, the
coluen halked at 0755 in the vicinity of Check Point HANZ, A 30 mirute
eles wes anbieipated, Tub it was 0900 before tha colum resu=ed rove
went. LIC Loware, overflyirg the column, rave the order to move and
Treon € continued to lezd. The tactical formation ‘consisted of two pla=-

toons flariding the road with u ecommand group and a third pletoon follewing

o the roadway, !lowever, as the colurn proceeded beyond the rubber
plomiaticn, the thickness of the snderbrush and secondary Jungle growth
footed 4hose olemonts on the [lanks to return to the roadway, Tanks
were intersoersed witn the flatoons and u mechantzed flame thrower was
integrated into the tactical formation of each troop. Persomnel of B
Compong, tsh Sxisalien, 24 Infantry were integrated into thz elements
a squadron {-) with the mijority with C Troop, giving each person=

i Cighting treens. Alter the column hnd procecded approXe

terrnin on the [lanks of the road opened saf-
o tha [laning wedge formation. The flanking
~ninganee by Lire, but no fire was returned and
¥ vas osserved, Artillery contisued to [ire on pre

cmd £hows 10D maters off tho read, Fire teams (arwed Ud-1B's) and an

C=2

S ~~

sticns approddnately 200 %o 300 neters ahead of the column
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ALFTX C Cotbat Operstiors After Acilon Report, Operation EL PASO 1T/111
Battle of MIIH THAMM Road Marrative (Cont)

armed CH-L7 were alse conducting resomaaissence by fire on both sldeo of
the road, The acrial scouts from D Troop flew ahead and to the flenks
of the column to detect any 7C rovement,

Troop G assumed a box formation approximately 200 meters befora
reaching Check Point DICE with the Troop Headquarters closing the box
in the rear &nd maintaining contact with the trail troop. An artillery.
preparation, followed by airstrikes, softened up the tridge aresa,
Hapalm was. particularly effective in burning out demse undergrowth
adjacent to the bridge. Followdng the airstrikes, the lead platoon,
yith two emgineer mine sweeper/demolition teams attached and supported by
overwatching tank fire, moved rapidly to the bridge site, . Disacuntod
persomnel secured bobh sides of the bridge and after & check. revealed,
no demolitions were installed on the bridge, -several.-Mild's crossed to |
add force to the far side, Extensive scouting, mine sweeping, and checks
found no evidence of enery activity and the bridce was determined to be
in good enough condition to support heavy armor, After the bridge was
secured, the fst and 2d Platoons roved rapldiy across and gstablished
bloeking positions on bolh sides of the road, .IC Lewane called at this
timo 2nd instructed the colurn to speed up the cperaticn, Becauss of the
combination of the tims factor and the thick juncle growth adjacent to
the road, the colurn formation tram resumcd a3 the squadren continued
movement toward Check Point TOM. - :ti-..n. tr

P
1

: A forvard alr controller (FAC), flying over Qoute KNIFE spotted an
estimated squad of VG at O%45 in vieinity .of Check: Point TCM.headed
north, An airstrike wos ‘immediately called .in en the .enomy, . Kowever,
the column contimued without ircident until 1110C,.-At,a point midway
between Check Points DICK and -TCH, Tieutenant dack Iyons, 1st Platoon
1eader of C Troop, reported ansistimated Jive VO ercusing the road from
north to south., A second group of abouts ten YO crofsed the road in the
same directlon and werc taken urder Ilire by bhe main tank gun, This was
followed by incoring small aras fire then autcratic.wcapons [ire. The
lead elements rapidly deployed and were engaged by eneny rortar and
anti-tank fire. Ry 1115 the entire colurn wes receiving heavy automatic
Weapons, recoiliess Tifle, mortars, and small arms-fire (sketch mpl.

LIC Lewane requested a deterrination be male es to the directlon of
the miln attack end on waich side af the roz¢ the major concemtrations .
were lscated, This was extremely éifiiecult ‘o determine begausc of the
trezendous voluze of fire fron the depleyed ta s and Mi13la and the'
confusion that existed as personncl became =t soriented.as the vehicles |
mancuvered aw and down the eolumn. Reports were vecelved that. the NG - i
were attempting ‘to scross the road ahead of -the _column from,right to Yeft
and thit enesy fire Teceived from the rear was coming from the left side

of the road, - Bised off theso ‘evertis, initial o termination was made that

. thoe ‘madri‘forée vas on the left (soukh) size of the road. Soon after

)

this; a8 accurats casualty counts 2w congise reports Ircn the personnel

" on the grownd-and aerial obzervera wuge roceived, it was then determined

that the mln VO force was concentratei cn bae right side or nortiwest

of ‘thq*_céntacﬁ"point. frsillery firc vas concentrated in thio ares,

The delay in making an carly and accurate deserpiaatien was probably

the oot critical tine of the battie becavre of‘itg-ini'lucnce on springing
the reaction forces. The actual .arbush site was -approximutely 1000 meters
long, . Foxholes with overhead cover were irepared. in-the ditch along the
road, but did not appear to be fully oceunied unkix shartly beforc tha
firing storted, The btulk of the forcea were from 100.to 400 wetara from
the road and moved up to fighting positions =s the. column noved into the
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- Battle of MINH THANH Road Narrative {Con't) e

~contact area, Drainage ditches, dug 'at a 45 desgree angie into the contact
area, were used ag fire lanes by the VO although apparently wers not dug
for “hir purpose,

As soon as the attack started, the sguadron assumned a conpressed
formation, The lead troop corpressed and the trall troop closed on the
lead troop and’ also compressed, The gunships and aerial scouts immediately
maved out of the way of the airs*rikes and artillery to. a distance of
; ilioneters and began looking for withdrawal routes, The ACH-47
at 1129 and forced on the road approximately 600 meters
5% of DISX, It was later extracted by a "Flying Crane". This
es also designated ns the initial Dust 0ff pickup zone and forwsrd

a
wristics cite, v

COL Berry alerted Major John C Dard at 1105 to be prepared to meve
thz 1/18 Infantry te tosition N9 and Lieutenant Cslonel Jack L Conn to
e prepared to move the 2/2 Infantry on order, At 1117 the 1/18 Infantry
‘ vas ardered o @ove cn the treil from position S5 as the Battlefield
e . ; Lssault Force and minuies later the 1st Battalien, 26th Infantry was
- elerted for possible rovement to position IC or ND, The order was
: given at 1130 for the 1/28 Infantry to move to I, then to the west and
. occury & position southwest of ID from where it was plarned to attack the
i eney colun to the scuthwest. The 2/2 Infantry was ordered to move to
; Fosition 8L, on foot, report their location, &nd prepare to sttack dus
; rorth, - As the 1/18 Infontry started moving to 119, they found moving in
| the heavy Junsle undergrowth very difficult. General DePuy directed
; division artiliery to put more oBservers over the contact area, The
i 1/1€ Infantry became tanzled up in bunkers and foxholes and requested
I rore close air suppert., .
i

COL Derry radiosd his present plans summary to the Division Tactical

Cozrations Center {DTCC) at.1134: *The 1/18 Infantry is moving north |

: rarellel to the road to relicve pre: sure on the cavalry and to hit the

¢ ; "TC flame, The 1/2% Infantry +ill iacd on LZ ID and move wesb to occupy

| tositions southwest ef !D and avait orders, The 1/28 Infantry 1s planning

i Lo avtack aleng the eney colwan to the southwest. The 2/2 Infaniry

, will move by foot to blocldns position S4 repert upon arrival and then
"orerare £ move north to relieve thy pressure on TF DRAGOON. The 1/16

! IrTaniry has been zlerted for possible movement at 1200 hours into the
forward area,” This plan was late. modifiad by moving 2/2 Infantry to
FC by helicopter. During the-time the b _gade cormarder wvas relaying
his plens, the VO were hitting the rolur with mortars and recoilless
vifle fire, Artillery was hitting the erncry .force with such a heavy
volune of fire, only the perconnel on the ground could observe its "
cdovastating effect, Air strikes were conuinuous and at one time five -
tlights of fighter besbers were stached up waiting their turn to go in.

! -+ 170 L=rzne's estimate of the size of the enewy force was possibly two
boattelions or a repimert

e

The first 1ift of the 1/28 Infantry was off the ground et 1210 houra
and %euched dovm on L3 1D at 1215, 2y 1230 the entire battalion had
. clozed 2. The 1/28 Infantrr controlled its own fires on the L7, tmt
: semy under Qrerational Control {(0PSCI) of Commanding Offizer 1/4 Cavalry (=)
¢% 1250 vy directior of (0L Terry. At this time B and € Troop had com=
roassad 1500 moters southwest of DICH and casualiies were being evacuated
we Yha Dust 000 orca vicinity of the downed ACH-47. ©OL Berry gave the
erdnr 1325 to Commending Officer 1/16 Infantry to commence his helde

~a

civlb on YO and be mepared to move to 115 or N6 {LZ TA was

-4
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considered tut not selected because it was too obvious and would probably
be snbushed, This left NC an the only usable LZ fron which the infamiry
. bat-alions could be moved to blocking positions oh the nortiwest,)

The VG appeared to have broken contact about 1330 and aerial
observers reported large groups of VC moving to the northwest, Troope
; B and C mulled back to DIZK for ammunition resupply. The 1/28 Infantry
: was located approxinately 700 meters from DICK movirg soubbwest, parallel
. to the road, Yhen the battalion reached the initial ccntact point it
£1ss mado eontact with an unknown size force, The 1/12 Infantry was
‘ . given a new dlrection of attack; east with the right-flank on the road
; and lefi flank 500 meters into the woods. By 1405, 1/16 Infantry. had
! the first 1ift cnroute to NC and the 2/2 Infantry was mreparilng for-lift
i : to tho gamz LZ, The 1/18 Infentry was deploying to attack parallel to...
. the road in vieinity of TOX, converging on DICK. The first and second
1  Jifta of the 1/16 Infantry landed on NC ot 14,17 and 1430 respectively.
i An APC troop from the 5th ARV Divisitoen linked up with the 1 J Cevalry. (=)
a4 1525 and was given instructions to retrieve 90mm acTunition that had
teen dropped along the road beuween DICK and TOM, The i1/18 Infantry
received a change in direetion of attack at 1435; new direction of
+tack north and block south of 115;_:;:11\ eneay . bhlocking position was
encountered approximately 800 -meters north.of ICH and air strikes were
c21led in, The aero rifle platoon frop D-TroaR reinforced C Troop at
1500 beeause more casualtlies had been. sustained ;avong the infantry than
w.th B Troop. The VC broke contact with ghe.1/28 Infantry about 1540, .
At 1545, COL Berry recommended to Cereral DePuy that the 1/4 Cavalry (=)
and ATV APC troop block fram TOM to DICK. The 1/28 Infantry would
attack southwest along the nerth side of .the:road and. Hhen:awaep:back
2long the south side. The ! /16 Infantry was to oeve s Trom-Mo-to ;¥5,
leaving an element to secura the 1Z foraryivpl o,i‘-_-_fa.h'e,;zlg Infantryay k-
After the 2/2 Infantry arrlved, the battalion would Daye.to. ¥6 and in.p
conjunction with 1/16 Infantry. eccupy. blocking ‘ppeibions s, By 1700 the g
first 11ft of tho 2/2 In“antry was off SL enroute to NC. The 1/1B was
££311 in light contact and clearing a bunker complex. VC in the area
vere wearing a lesther belt with a ‘copper;;hu..ckj_.a,gnd-_.;}.‘.st.ar suporinposed
on the tuck.e, The, 1/28 Infantry vas oving . hetarzen ,t.hg._JE/!S_InI:aq_t.:yL--,,-
i erd the road. -The last Lift of the 2/2 Infantry jardedon 30 at 17554
i _ The 1/16 Insantry found the novenent., £o N5 ta;he rery Qifficult oot v
i Mthough contect was made with small. groups of, Vi flgeing .toward the ..
SLIGOY River, the greatest difficulty was caused by the heavy jungle
undergrowth, This hurt the attempt. to closs ske ring around the VG force.

Cne small fight developed during which IiG Igzze;}.a;ras__:vg:ndpd.;? CoL
EBerry ascured tomporary . corFand of .the battalion. until LTC . George. Yoo i
vallace TII could be flown in to the rorward area, The 1/16 and 2/2
Infantry established blocking sositions, vicinity of N5 ard XC respectively.
Troop B occupied a blocklng position at, TOM wnilg 3/18 Infontry estab- .
Jished overnight. positions nortimes L of /TOM.. . The.1/28 InfantTy swept

wess throuph the VG positions on khe rprth side of the road and then .
returned on the couth side. .There was-ve.y: 1itpie.cvidence that any
considerable VC forces had been south of the roac, further substantiating
the determination that the main attack pad come fron the northwest. The
1/28 Infantry remained overnight.'.n:rk_.h,o'r TCH., Troop-C remained over-
night at DICX and.the ARVIL ARS trpop: midw .y boiveen T end DICK. An
inrentory of vehicles revealod thal four M113 s and ore 14843 tank hed
beecn.destroyed and three additioral 1113's had buon damaged, - .

L. e PR PTH : . o
‘on' 10 July, the tet nrigzde forces ::ondupt.ed gearch and destroy .
operations to locate and destroy the remmants. ol the 2724 VG Reglment, . -p-

3
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tlockt routes of withdrawal, and dery the Ve safe havena west of the
tattlerield, With the exception of contact with a platoon slze force

and one of urknovm size, contact was limited to sldrrishes with small
rroups of VO attempting to {lec across the SAICOY River. The 2724 VG
w-in Feree Pegiment had custained the loss of 239 KIA (Body Count ), 304
ETA (Probable), eisht caphives, 13 grew served weepons, and 41 small arme.
An extconsive bunker combleX was disgovered 1500 meters west of K5 and &
battalion size base cenp wWas located approximately 1500 meters north of
The 2/2 Infentsy swept Irom 1T to DiCK, MHortar positions wera
_azo A and evidenca indieated the VG had conducted a hasty withe
i) o1 © Judy. The 1/i Cavalry {-) cerducted a search of the areéa
,rmmn PTUX end TG and mesd Lo ML T at 1630, The remaining

- .zaliena were cxtracted from “he battle area on 11 July.

Operation OLYMPIA achieved the results for which it was generated;
tue 2724 VG !3in Force Regiment wWas Jured imto attecking the 1st Infantry
Li-isien and suffered losscs that probably redueed.the reginent Lo 5
strensih, .The success of Us forces during the Battle of MINE THANH Road
ez be ottributed to geveral significant facts,. o L

Intelligenco proved to be excellent because one of tne assurptlons
made in the intelligence estimace was that the 272d Fegiment was operating
in the .area-in reginental strength, . . ) e

Ths value of thorough and deliberate prior pianning and wargaming
eannot be over emphasized, All cormarders participated in deveiopment
of the plan and each cormander knew what the other would do, It was &
plan of the whole group with each having a vested Interest, As the plan -
tese modified, it was easily executed because every commander knew the Dot
philosophy and how other commanders felt, . L ' v

The decision to delay the move until the fog and overcast dissipated . 1‘
hed a profound. effect on the final outccre, This coupled with the fact Cod
that the attack eame carly in the day offered a sufficient period of day- :
light to fight the battle and sweep the area before the VC had the- Cos
cppertunity to return under cover of darkness and remove the dead, :
wounded, and weapons. - ’ S

H

The artillery and close air support were offective as the principle
dller. Over half of the enenty were probably kdlled by this combined
firepower: The road provided an easily defined FSCL. With friendly
forces fighting froa the road, FAC's and airborne observers had no
guoction aa to where to place the fire, Tne positions selected for the
£~3iliery and the philesophy of bringing the artillery north. of the FSCL
£ad tie air couth placed the preponderance of both in these areas,. The
canpeod 1550m and 8" fires were instrumd +21 in the guick breakup of the
7o athack ond subzecuent withdrawal, Ninety~six fighter Lomber sorties .-
vore mponded in suppors of thz enzaged forces, S e

Cen oo
e suppert provided by the airlift rission cormander had a.tremen-
eous offect on the successful outeom of the operation, Host important,
oo -resent durinz the entire Tlanning phase, le was also present

'+ to be 1ifted and sent his representative with the next

Cenwrereely, Shera wers factors that had a deirimentallei'fect on .
tha cuhcoTa - e

. -
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Most critical was the difficulty in determining the direction of
the rmain attack and ils influence on the initial rovement of the reaction
Trees, .

Difficulty in moving through the Jungle prevented the 1/165h Infan=
try frem closing the ring and clesing oft VG escape routes, This was
compounded by the lack of adequate landing zones to the rear of the VG
{orce,

Viet Cong camouflage and fire discipline was significent, The pre~
planned air and artillery fires, reconnaissance by fire, and continuous
surveillance by 2irborne cbservers were ineffective in causing the VC
to disclose his presencs, ‘ .

Certain readily apparemt truths emerged from the Battle of MINH
THANH Road in the form of lessons learned, Whnile the basic fundamertals
of tactical operations remain unchanged, changes in techniques are
recuired as a result of lessons learned from different environmental
conditions, The following lesscns learned are included for the benefit
of the units engaged in the battle, other units of the ist Infantry
Division, and other agencies interested in preparation of units or
individuals for combat under similar conditions,

The direction of the rain attack and the major concentration of VG
forces must be determined immediately. This is importamt for two primary
reasons, First, it 1s necessary in order to bring in the maxizmm amourd, -of
artillery and air to overcome any existing numerical superiority and
break up the attack during the mos: eritical time, the first 30 minutes,
Second, reaction forcea must be rapidly deployed to fank the VC posi-
tions and block routes of withdrawel, Due to the confuaion that can
Tesult es personnel become misoriented, a recommended method of pointing
out the direction of attack is through the use of smoke., Supporting
fires should have been put in'as soon as the first VC were opotted, -
Doubling Lhe amount would not have been tao muéh, Fires should have

been placed farther from the road since the VO were initially back from
the road from 100 - LOO meters and then moved up, Recotnaissance by
fire farther back,would have gotten the tulk of the weapons and troops
vefcre they moved,up to fighting positions anng"!ﬁhe ditches, B

The main atfack was éxpéét'ed-r.:f.'réﬁ the diréction ‘of where the-jungle
wag post densg,. It did come from that dirzction where there were few
or.no landing zones and thua. provented q.t_.'pax;:‘_gs on the flanke and to the

rears. ay, .. T

h fl‘ha:'_ pressed :-.nd. Cmpms;ed ‘ii.j'f:f'gﬁjat:ipn;‘ ﬁ'éi-e'deve}.oped to win - -

‘the firepowsr battle, In thése formations, “the Tead troop precadee the-

treil; or.follewing troops by 100 to 300 meters. When contact is made
the.troops ,compress and the, trail. p‘r“,'folloh_ing_t.roqps close on the lead
troop,,; The Compressed "L Fornation utilizgs dismounted infantry to
form the "L%,, . As the infantry move forward, the vehicles that are

masked weave their way to the lead of the colymin, “AiF and artillery are

placed in the pocket ahead cf the infantry, During the Battle of MINH

THANH Road,.the Compressed "L" Forpation was, not used because the bulk

of tie irfertry were riding on the personnel ‘Ica_lix-'i'e'f-sI ‘of “4he- 1o2d LTaop,
' e ST fe SRS o P

This was the first time infartry were used as tdval¥y
persannel carrlers to fight Jrom tha carriers., This anounted to ahout.
eight or nine men per carrier including the crewd,’ "1;1'13.5 wag ;;.;m;ta_k‘e’
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resulting in too many personnel on one carrier to fight cffectively,
the optimam nucher of troops to fight from an ACAV is five, Hore than
this hinder the action rather than assist it,

During the action, the M-14 Rifle proved superior to the Me16 Rifle,
Tha infantry canplained that dust eellected during the road march caused
thz 1=1%%s to jom, There were no reports of ‘aimilar ¥~1i4 malfunctions.

The Starlight Scope proved effective during the nigbt and periocds of
ran. Znemy movement and lights were ohserved up to 100 meters, Activity
-5 ooserved around two disabled E-113's on the north side of the road, °

The type of action in which the column was engaged revealed tle
n -1 for a representative from the squadren cormand group on the ground
4o -stablish a command post area to: (1) evacuate wounded, (2) resupply
forverd troope, and (3) exert additicnal command and control over the
forvard troops, ’ :

The reco't;n{iiasa:{ce' by fire by the ground elements was unsatisfactery
because it was dons at & 90 degree angle to the colurm. The lead vehicles
should direct their fire into the ditches where the camouflaged faxholes
were located, A better possibility of causing the VC to disclose thelr

-3ltion exists. B o

Tanks should have led the column, Tanks can ia.ke more punishment
and put cut a greater volume of fire than the ACAV, The canister round
is effective at close ranges and on 9 Juiy kept the VG from overrunning
the column, oA E R

An armored unit can sustain itself during the eritical~-pericd of
the first two hours. Trucks with infamtry cannot be expected to sustain
itgelf for more than a 30 to 60 minute perled primarily because of“the
difference in the amount of firepcwer and ammnition available,







