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CONrtO£Nrt/1L 
Cltt1ct1 locate({ 1:"1 Dr MI. ;,tditior.al re::::'~:l~ibillt)· Cor U:o!! r.::.:ll c.:;u.r!.e.r 
(foro' Expreu) &."'ld Srrar.d B'7J co\;r1er wan al~o a part of thft ,tr..'O o~rt:.­
t1.otI. The operation va.s c~:'"...:!uet~d. in two ~ha~ell. 

!.. Phaao It f J~,. - 9 Aueust, the 1);0 haJi cC!".trol of all 
CV-;I.B aircr&!t .... a1l.ablo. f:-.llSC II, 10 All.:t::lt.. - 26 t,l.l£".:.:::t, t!":a :::'0 
and. the brirado had j.Jint .op~Jr1l.ticfl"J. c'Jf,",nl of ·.1, .... C'.'-.::~ a.iro.;i',:'~"t. 
The tClllow1.ng ~ta Ntflo:t.s tne ai.\Ht. O!""~I·at.iO!l lor c,,~h pnastfs. 

1 ) Sorttn - 11::4. 

.,'.' 2) s>..:~:y tor"::.lCe :-.cvt'd - ::"~'::,5. 7 Dohan to;'.s. 

oJ) Passengers ~oved ------ C?661. 

4) ".&11 tOMb.be rr.ovtd. - ~, 6 !I!1ort tor..s. 

. !!.. The DTO coorr:!1na .. h\1 ~f;v(.>n re5'..lpnl:{ c~n·,~!':J d'..;rir.lt th& 
por1od~ n-.ey vere u.sed to l'tll;::"llt t!',:,) Ili.rl!H of t:::'-' c~iv!:1 ... o!'"': with 
wppli •• (or the u.r I'J!:E hlr:J.·-!~ anq: to ~ut-'~rt tn:; opcntioi.3. 7M 
c:onVOTS c;)n.!Iistec' ot ,/:2 v~hi(;lC3 c.)r~i:·~ U.60 :;;lO!""t te:::; 0:: 5'.1pplios. 

(b) }!ainten&nce "8." cor.d.ucted by este.blish1~.g 'cotltact taa."!'.JI tr'C"'l 
the 70ht .Maint.enance 8&tt~lion ir-. all supply r~bt loc.a~lon",. lj aisoe 
visit. wre conducted d.Aily b;r thD battalL:n l'.5 .... ell as tec;uu~ inspec­
tion. &nI1 assistolnce tear-..s on U'.o request or fOl'\Oard ~ts. 

!.. ))] job J"e;eirs by eontat.+· tea.."!t5. 

k. 706 Job repo1rs by TI tea.":".s at unit locat1ons~ 

£. Equ.1p::ent evacuated I 

1) AulCl!30tlvG 1. 

2) Ele:tro:'lic 12. 

·3) Instl"U:!eni 1. 

0·4) s.:-.aJ.i A.",. 1 ; 
. ,~ 

2. &Owly SUPi'Ort re"ul~ed in tt;') tlr.itn~l"'':. of 3D short to:>s 
or rona.iX po,rt.:J to U.e foz:vard ur.its .. 

1.- .Concept: ron. .. .<\rd MC"t50n:1 of U COr:!~)'u"'Y, bt ::di'.:.:;.l. 
3at.t.al1on, 2 Jut'.e - 29 Jul;;. ",r./ I: c.~:-:j\<l..,y, b:-.. !~cdical 2attallo:1, 
23 J'.u.y t..,:) 3 Se:pt~l:'rl:er, and tst r:~jjca1 P.:;.t.t\1lion cle.'!rir.b platoon:! 
1'l"ovid~d ctiY1!!1ion l@~l ~('::!5..::,,1 ~u:"fX'Jrt !r~:-: Ii fo:-.. ~r::! b;.~_., tc- b.:1t!-nllol'"3, 
and brir.ades. HediC".'\!. 51'.;·i'he!!l ,""eM lI'tl~>~1dt':lt tot' t:·.o ~;"jt'~t1(.·;.z, al'.d a 
mr.in.:.':l of 15 1i."I73 O-l~l:.- '.1"'.._1 en ~1.'1-!;1 Il.t ,,11 ti!"""", :'::,::)le LloC'j rcC:;'.lest.S 
\fflro rille:! h] ;'06th l'.·:,,!i.";:,il I,.,b~r.:\t':Jry. 'j"nf3 r(·~!.n.c(j:-'![j~. o~ C Go~c.: ...... y 
by n Cc'!'lpA!'!1 ms chJ.fl' to <1 ~y)o;:.ible ccr::-.: ~"::~,,':'cy r-ll\'1 I>.t.1ch D Cc.=:?,_.:;y ',~3 
desir-nat-cd to 5u~p")t"l. ::-.ts =h,,"!r. .. ~" dLi ::,;',t, i":':'--"!.lr tr.e r:-.d!.c~l ~1..P?U;t 
and l.:;.· .. e tbo r.., .. 1.ie.. ... l batt-,\; .. on ::c.-: ."-_;-.~crt~.rli·_y tc. :::i.'':':; :"".cr-o 0 ... the;.r 

personnel !'hld e.~rience. 
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C 01'1 rI 0 EI'.I nAt 

~ :;t1er:t load. ~-----~- , :-':'78 • 

• • .' 
.':. \,.'ff" O;"4'C.t.i.O:l:! "":""0;; ~1:fri::icr.';, .. -:.t: ..... :-.:: "~.::.;t. Off" 

.. :) ::::""-", , '~l' (-;-er~t-jun },')"."].';,c,l ,,-t. _t','..!! LuI ,--,-:d. d. ::...~: :.::~~: lc-c.J.ted 

:.t ~\l ,."... ',..;: "Ju:,t C~'f" ~.t"l.u:'by a't;ro1 l.::c .. lcJ :.':- 5.;:!.GG~;· ar.d !..C:,v 
1",,\ is".,\ ", "(" :': ,v\,;e;! Ct' • .:;r. _\:} r.i..'J'e,:' t,.}sl:l. JlLA:~t. 'J~-r" U'.:ita \(';:-8 

~.!.;;.;) U.I-I",\ .• ~' ~',: :l\ippl.,y of url~..:r:.t r..eJ.!..O:.-ll ~: ... I):;.?lic:J. 

d. .t.~\ 'l~~r.lth'. matten for 1st., 2d, a.."'1..1 3d :ilriCad<!s are bclul!¢d 

in Al'_'l ......... t ~ .. ,), oIi .... d P. 

:\. ~"-:. 41" fo;':r.ation. 'i.'rd" tccl"'~!')i(""lJ.e envisions an A .. !"":::ored r;~,valry 

~.l""CtI.~, :w.:"'''·~~l .... ith two collnl.." ~tr.ac.dlir.g a. road \onere t~ia off-r .. '3.d 

o:Jkiill.\.," ~ ~ .r!.,rded. 1'Wo aJ"'l'.ored eavalry pl..atoo.-.a r..oVG ei.!e-'!:>Y-sida 

app.ro.x1lh.\t"::"'~ :;.0 oetere ott each aide of the roa.d. Tho t.h!.rd ele!!ler.ts 

moVu 'IJ,\'N;' ~'n or oft the road, tct. the he.ad of the third ele=ent is 

abNut. ~,t t~. tail of t.he lea.d1"i; elec,ents. 11-.15 forr:at.ioa attords 

J:!Ut.U&1 ~" ... ~ 1I\i tires froo two plat.oona in a given area or conta.ct &r.d 

~t.1 to. ~,~~~ a:c~nt at strength to tho front. or tho col~~. 

b. l' .. ~t 3:..1: SPOT (hadar l300bing) in tr.8 closlII in 8u~~rt rola. ':"nreo 

t1115:>t .. <:>t .$5.! SPOT (Rhd&r Bombing) Were used in a closo! air suppOrt role 

c!l.IrJ.£'", \No .-.tuc.k on 2/18th. Infantry, 2 J111y. n'le:>111 atr:!.kea which landod. 

Yithi:'l -',\''" 1btUta ot friendly troop:!!, ","oro tho nr-:Jt knaom sr.y sPOt 

utz:01ku t .... ~ \iud in a close air l>lJ'F'port rolo. 

c. A r-.-..::~i,,:,:,.er,t for a rapid rcactic.n airct'aft na1'6 delivcI"'j ca?="­

bllity .'':'1-:,-:",.." dur1ng tho! opoJ."'ation. Dtlll'ler"J ot tho K':-~, c..:xi J aircr.a..t't. 

flar. !",~.'" ~!'<_1 aircrart requires certain ~.q.liFant e.nd cc=.pll.::.r.cc ","1th 

epooc1tJ.-t ~~,~...;,;ures to insure s.".fcty for aircraft ar.d CT(.c·.... ':.'lese 

pro.;"@oI.l .. ,:v",. 1.:"",.1 ntH"85S-lry tlq1dp'-'-,,·r.t. <l.l'a doscr-ibt:-ct !n dotail in lettor 

[J'!.l.\r"""",,, .;.q ';'"X'm1ition Procuro:!',c:-.t M1 Supply A.gency, JolitltJ Illir.ois, 

~ted .~: .\.;.':....v '96S. ~ut-jc('t.; Flare, J..ircr.:.ft. ?.:;;rt..chutlJ, ~~:-21.. all 

mod". ~~~.. ,_I airr..:rAit in A Cc:npany has t-~(' .. riC&cd to d;-o; these 

fl~n·'I' .. ~ .. ',--".: flAres aro on hand in the division ... :-03; ar..:! ~r.ree crews 

ru..Vo,) ~'<$ ... ""''', t.t l.'..!:e.1 in tl-.eir handllr,g and USB. Availability of this 

aha .... :"- ~l...i flare eyGte~ undor the di:-ect centrol of the .:livtsion 

cc;';,Q.J.: .... c ... : ~ ... :-clt5 nigl.t 1.11u...-dnation of two r",u:s with 40 p two :--..illion 

CAO 1~,,,, ,'~-"""'.'" nares beine carried interr.ally in the C:t-l. ·,'.:--.. ile t.il:e on 

5·.A~1."': ","'.J. r.t-~h.r or flares is nc.t r.-:::arl? &s rrc ...... t in t .. .i~ orr.;;,.nic 

"y'Jt. .... ' ... , .to ..... -t.r. he provided by tho Air i""r<...e, it docs pro\li.rlB a sicnifiClr.t. 

e:jl." •.• , . .:...~ "" N..::k-\l.p illu:;J.nation cc.p.abil1ty. 

d. -tl-eo-. ..J. ,"H-47. The ACH-J..7 5Uprvrtd o-peraU,ms six ti::.es c:: ... rlng 

too ~";~,,,, ":50 Ju:.~e to 9 July. en tr.n1e OCC'l.Sit>r':5 t.h(! tirC:<.o,l't. wa ... f¢rccd 

to l4,1'.~ .) A N5 __ 1t or hih from en!:."!":;'" fire. 7he AC1.{.-.t.7 ;':.1.5 l.).Sed to 

etta.;:' I, "'-3'~ablir.hed in attu.ck podt.lo ..... s, u-:.ihzir·L ~il t.he tY?<':s ot 
ar~.,.1.··,,;)·t ~~ ~'l!r.! tt~ a,1rCT3.ft. ~,· .. ri;.l: t!;c acti.::-:) cn ).l J\lHElI it WAS; 

d1:J~->";~~,""" ~ .. ~t tr,1l ?6~.r:jhir:',u~s alor:l' co not h-.vo U.ol r.ccllSSary 

cup:'('"\," __ ~"' ..... ~ " ........... ili.ty. \-,'hen ,l;'l A:::K-J..7 is [o!'ced w:n'::-:' I it. ir=.~diate1y 

bec~~ 6 :.·..I.:.tl~fielr:l liCibilj"LJI, rCrrllrir,r; th~ tivcr~:ion of co:::-.ta: forces 

(nt' .... ',~ ... ,\t,.'!'" until it can 'be rep,:lircd tir.,j!c,r tP:t.Thctod. ?ccor.:r::.endcd 

_e::r.().l.~~:-( ....... ·t i.. t.o h,aV\!I U1G ai.Cl·a{t. stal\d oi.!: Cind take a.:iv • .r.t.afe or tr.e 

. ~l$.. ~ .. ' ~ • ;;,r.·--bo9.rd -W"'iI. ,nr:'l. 

47 ..- ..... 

'. 



CONFIDEI'.) rll\L 
•• U~ht. '.,*~l 5~.~d l,rtillery 2.attCT".I, 4.2 inch. '::;.i"!....;;.~"*3 

or;;anized 1.lI .. \.,'..., .. "':~ u.'1der let. !ll!'ar.trJ ~i\'ision i"~~"'!.!:"-'... ~1 
and 1<5 kno",:n t.l'.l' ..... ,tf'hN..:t. the divisio;, ~s t.ho 1st Li~htb.~_~"" ","~ " :.:til-
10l'7 Batter,y. ~ N-~tery vas c:or.cei .... ec. cs a r.(;IU~~ of ! .. :,,:,_ ':~ ", xS$ible 
void in a1~i~ .. ~-..t.lons. }o!o\"e=~nt of 1C51:-.:l h,,; .... ,.!.!..:<:·;J ~W" $ ........... ;i in 
lNl';ort of 1.:'. ""a.!'"f' ~epende~' UDOt:i" t::!-!.?t:>'):h1~h \{cr\} ~.;":."" ..... '. '.:-:-t. 
supoly. The l..::.. .• j ......... "1<1!1 Battery 1s j"!~!.i:r.,:d to be :~..Jyt:i ..:~ ........... ~.' ':::.;r 
Uii-l el1..cks. -:-:.-." .... l.::..-hillty incrca.!;c~t T.M- !'il'''~.Jw..::r :::~_'I .. :,,~; .. \.~ -: 
tho div1nlon a.:~.~ -,.., ..... ,..--...::!.ed eddition.:l.l aS5u:-ancoC-.:.Lt ~;,!o,;o·~_\':.ol .., .... "·Gr 
c,:)uld be I2de "' ... -_:,~,_e to isol.a.te-.! 12.1~._ l1;e ba~t.('!:; r":',', )"". -~., 
eapah1).ity to :'~.''''' l:'- ::-o.."l.d in orr ... nic y(:hi-:le3. r.t:!'~~'::.~'.:'~. ._.:~~act. 
tor the unit ,.:!\i,.; ,; co.":'-":'.n.r.dcd by Il l!3..~O~' ~'I<!re. p'·od.-..<.'.: ;,:: '...- >01,.\';'""'. 

~rtar . platoo.n:t. ,'~ '~d, 2J2.d~ and 2/1ft:l lr:.iantry r~:. !.':-:"l :,~" '~"~' ~ '",~,!!-
tional tiObdqu.a.N.,;-~ L~ ?ire r.i"i.rectio."l. p>:rsonnel b~ir.t; ;:,.!"" ... ''.; :.~'-Aoo. : "'-.:J 

Division. ArtW.j".;:',"'· _:'10:1 r:ivision neac!~~-ters rcsources~ :"\"':',,_ ..... "4"'-';'-a.­
t10n EL Pt.SO lI..·:~-:' l..~ batte1'7 displa.ced sevon, ti::-.os ... r;,.:·~"t, ~ H:".:...l 

or 2305 rouncb \"ft, ~ or rol'.d cle.:Lrir.g And convoy 1,)iX'", •• ,-,;"~+",, ....;..).":& 
flout_ 1). . . 

a. •. General. ~W~-l.i.on EL PASO ir.!lietd, a sover-a t!-a!'N~ ....... t-"-- ~:-. 
VC 01 vision, o.»p;; ~'·4:...T frustrated the ~llsoon offer,';' \.~ ~; t.)"- l" ... :, .. ~er:'l. 
III CorPs P.l'$.'- ........ : :-«."oreSQnted a..,"l it::portant. learr.ir..-;, p... ... ,: ............. ~. '.:.t,: ... ~..::~-.;t 
the let Intar.tt1 a.,';..sion. 

b. Alt!":oUl'h~' __""_ 'l'!M. A'f"T'l-'l"'fI'nt. t.r~tlf"h thA C')\ll"'t~~- .:t ':N-w:"'<;' .-,...~ 

the battlet1~.;t )t.j.r:·.~:s the rive ::::sjor en~"-Pe::'.('nt$ ct' =.:.:.-..:: .......... :.......).,· ... ,ue.:-.t 
interrogation .::': ~T\,,~r8 fro:'! all t.~re~ of the \';; l";.\;';""., !., ~, . ~ .. ~ 9th 
VC Dh1.sion tIa.-... .. ;';t .:-:eq th£t the divisior.. 105t over ;::~I.,-:"\.."" ... '':''~f'o( ~~c. 
several thou.3.:-o...:: ~~ed Q'.J.t or- a strer.gth of. about 1C,('~\:'... '.:r. ",:-", last 
battle, tho :r:-.:"oi, 't'.:.-;:.~nt went i. .... to sction .. 'ith ('..00 ~:i71.:'"' .. ;~ "1"'- J.:., ... 1' ....... 

replpee.~nt • .:x,:''' "t.l~o t!ays a.!'ter t~,air arriv.-:>.l. i';~\l i; .e~,":'.~....: "-.gai!lat 
the lot Divb!...:-.-.. ':( ..... ~:i.es which hAd been s-..:.ccessful wi~".:!""!.. ~,.:~",,'::' ~~ :,..:.th 
agaillst tho f"rto.!~'l-_ "'~ agail"'.:st the \~':'etne:::ese An:":f - ".>.::':. ',' --' .... "-.~ 
ar,!:)ushes by '-'1'"':"" " .. ).::'\..~ VC forces -".!:;a.!.r.st ~ll.:J. frie:-:.:!i.",'" .:. ..... '.;;:-...-....\0,. ..N cl'. 
tir.e the VC l>~~ ~.·~,,?oted and C<'ch ti!:e t)-:ey \o:el".J ";'P.!o! .. :;.:#...'.. ' .... '.v, .... "'---..~ 
thnn.tho ti~ ~~~ ...... :"t' II.S the 1st Di ... "i.si"n lEr.J"nccl 1"':,0!."0 :.:-.": ~.t.-.J :"'~ to 
re,&9t to tUe ~-"":.'," ~ .. tta~k. '., ' 

'e. : 'I'h • .tlr$t :w ... " .&. ........ 8.:3 agair.:s-t a si.nf,le CAvylry t.:-"""C? :';:,.;', t» ~·st 
,5(1\.iadrorl.~ J.t~ ...... '.¢,.~=!' (!'roop :..). :'l".e deplcy::or.i of V': !:.::;"'\. ...... ,. "w" 't::',,;:.g a 
fiy-. kilo:r:ot.l" ~~:~.~ ot' road a.."':.d far oVer-c;xter.c.o:i t'.1i :'~'"":,~).., .. < ~)"!~ 
c:ayalry col\!':-4' ~lJ-..~' 'Wa.s, rnovi~"lg in a rc;"so;.:;.bly ti.-·j~t ~:;:":".,':" N,. ~~Il 
bulk or tha tl' ........ Vi".'- J1tble to T:'..l.ll ir.!.-o :l s';l,. .. ll cl<:;>.r'.-, ~~~" '. '. ",' r;e~~d 
of tho I\:!1bulh ~ ... ' • .( .... ~ ,t~lere it <,c(""~~.t.t:d for it~d! \"",::'.Y "'" ,;, :.his 
partic\.\1ar :lC'.c~ ...... "' .• . , ..... lfl"". 3'tttaEo::. ,2.72d ;:{;[:iJ;,,~:-:t l~',:::' ~. t ,~ .•.. <,.;";d 
woundec. lI.r-rr\."',:X' .. -.!J.'~:""";'·· ~J% ·of i'j:.e s~=-{,:~~h. Cnc c"I',';'Ll:-;- :'., ~ . .,;" ~.'\ 
isolated at thoe. '.'-.:, ~~ 0ri4:.e tQ~ett>.t!:r' \,'ith about 3C ,''';;,'~; ~ ... ,>~.:,' ~ '=.. ~;is 
elo!:ler,t was e.::\ .... ~:!!'" the Qu ?J.tt"l!.o::1 vf the 2,/...:J \': ::~.r' '.'''~., ' ~ . ..,:;,' 
in the cour!'lo .<. '!.~,.;:: hours l05t <.':84~ 5e~ of it~ 1.tr.:~_--t.· ' ... ~_.",:, 1_-.d 
'WOunded.·'"r,':., ".l. "'<"~ :-..a:.ion e'Xt.:-!".d<.-;"rra~r.('r to tho;> :lv_~'", ;\. ,. ",.,: ",·":':;<i.Gcd. 
ths tr:lil p.!lrt:·· ... ,..~·,~uc.ing a \-7it. or:~ to'lnk, two 1 ... "'C:l ,,,":-,~ :...'0. ~,.1:" ;_ . .:::­

c!o~er ~w,Jr.k. '::'''".:> ,-::t :~$~' very fe'r: ::'.~n in tr.is enr~~,~~!:t"':-:;' ~\..:-', :. '·r '....:.;, 
BattaJ..ion 'olit~-",-:':~J ... : ....... r;, t;-,e ~.;=.t.tlel':'~ld hrgely lll~:;:'Ir::.c:... ~ ... $ 
side, ori~i::~ .~, ';"',';,.e!'l of tr.e si-:.e cr tl-:'l V'C fC'~';;i!' \o~,"'\1 :. ...... - ",.-::.:y 
after llbout $.:~ ~,"'V.l"'" i'~;'hti~g ad it beccx:e t"Pf,,,;~r.t. t..~ ..... ..;..' ,;. -..;-
regir.er.t 'W;oI~ i.,;--.,-,.:-"~.. A5 a I,;<..'!""se-:::':CLCC, b0tr.· lei!' ,'I.:.":' , .. r: .• ,~ ,"'--c 
u!;C'd" but not ,.~ .z,.;':e';::::,ivcly p-.:;:; t.r:. l',:er b~.ttl~5 b'::C"l: .. :~~ ~ ,..,;' "'f 

dir'ectcd Ol"'.l."I' "~' ..... <,.: the e::E-:"Y \;r.ils i::. c.ir"cc:t c.;:-::t. .. .:-:. :"':"\" '-:. ·.:;.:"!st. 
the area. in "':-:.~,). t'" l!'r:m:O" 'Was, 1I'oJ...-,c\lverins, ro:l_r..foI'C'~"; .; .. ~ ........ /.,>:' ...... ""::.:"-&. 
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COMIDENTIAL 
Ac:!.d!t10nally, c~nders ir.volved Here not as arg:resdve in usi!lg fire supPOrt 8S they could have been o~anb to the underest~~,te ~f en~ stre~h lind lack of knoHled£:e as to its e:;.:act location. T~e ir.fa."'.try reaction foree Cid not arrive on the scene ot battle in ti~e to be decisive. 'tr the tir..e it did arrive, the VC ""ere l-.'1tr.(!:"ndnt;. 

d. After a thorouph critic;uG by all co:"..':"..;:.nders involved, the co.~n­ientions ~ere tichtencd up, the coordination of air and artil1c~ was in:Provcd by the sinple ;!le,~ns of pre planning artillery su:"port or. one side of' tl-.e road il.nd air suP:.Ort on the other so these t,'o decisive weapons could be used continuo1)sly and 5bult<meo\:.sl:,". It was als.'J decided that. the infantry rC.lction would be divided ir:.to tHO el.e:'<::n·,s .. · First, a battlerield relief fored to preclude a defeat in the area of the :r.ain attllclc, and stlcond, a battlefielc: e.."tploitation iorce l-/hich '·:ould be la."l.Ced all)nr; the routes of ",i.thd:ro'-l'al in or-der to destroy VC .forces SOl:Ie distance £l"QU the ;uabush ai,te. . , 

e. On 30 June,. the 211.st r.:egi;nent attacked tl:O troops of the loth Cavalry, reinforced by Ii cor.:pany of the 2d Sattc_lio.'1,:·lsth.lnfa:.try. 
D-m!l!; this battle, the coordin3tio:1 of fi:-e SU?fl0rt.·was ,v;:stly i=:.proved, the Cavalry ~euvered during·the battle and the pattlefield rcli~~ force arrived in time to engagt! the VC prior to withdrawal. The battlefield exploitation force:!! eventualIy succeeded in landir:~, behind tho er.er;y along the Ca."Ilbodie.!, 11crder where another I:lajor enbage .. ,,~r.t 'k'ith a .!'ull regiment of VC ensUed. The cavalry ·by this tine had doubled its basic load or 50 calibre ammunition and doubled the n~~er ot' canni9ter rounds. }{ore artillery 'WaS within range and had registe.ced ahead ot' tine. \"C casualties 1n the battles at 30.Jun~ - 2 July were sieni.!'icantly hi&her than on e Jur.e. 

r~· Prior to the battle ot 9 July, int"elllgence indiCJ.tad the PQ::>itio=U.n,g ot the 272d Rer,iment al~ the Hn:H '!HArftl Road. D~.:eptio!1 us to t;;e size of t:~e CS force to transit the road 1<1<19 e:::ployed, ti ve b.:ltteries of artillery po!!lit,ioned, tour infantry b:tttilions positioned next. t~ the ao:.bush site or Within hel1eopt~r r.lpid reaction distance.. In this battle .. fire coordination i.':1proved even ftllther, aeain putting the artillery O~ one ~ide ot the road, in this C2.se, the north side, and continuous air strikes on the sol.lth aide. Four infa.'1try b.:J.ttalions l-rere ir.troduccd into the battle within three hours; one of the;:"). ,dthin 45 minutes by helicopter; whereas t'l.'O battalions were F.ovioG' to tho b"ttlc through the jungle Hithin a watter 0:: l!".inU1;.es after the a::bush started. This- co:rbir.ation of r..a.n- .' cuver and ir.cre!'ised tire poW;)r caused the VC t.o break off tl e ba .. tle in one hour <1r.d 45 m:rut:."<l3; ,.here;;lS previously, ~hey had tc-.:.ght for tour hours and' six ·hou!"s· respe',,:tive:Ly. 

g. In eAch succe::s'iv<3 battle, the nUI:'lber of VC killed a.:-_d cai'tt:. 4 "Cd rose shaz::;ly- a.'1.d the nu.'T.hcr of \O/ea?Qns c0ptured. \las particultt.rly'-hl.;h on the 9th of July, in~ludinf so~c 23 rnachL'1cguns .. plus ·rtcoilless r1.fles and l! larRe nUJ:icer of J:t.-47 ('.s.sault rifles t!::d 3/,1:5. No u."'I:.t of the 9t~ vc Division undertook any 'co!'Jbat ('p.J!"3tion:s of ~.y Jund ·f,~r 3} Jl:Or.ths arter the 9th of July. It is !Lot kncr"n· at this ti:r.4 whe .... !-.er the di\'isio:1 has recovered .. or to ,,·hat. {;A.tc~t. Sir.(..~ those battles .. tho 1st Di.vision MS nm comroys on [(oClte 1.3 Nld cavalry reconnl'.isS8!lCCl on HiFhway 1;' and adj.1cent ro~ds 'Without co!:t.act. Civilia::1 traffic is r.o .... tlo .... 1.~, and altt:oc~h the division fully exyccts mora such e:12:t!.&c;:ent.s in t.he fU.t1.:.rC, perhays by even larger forces, the techniques d€;vt!lo~d ror rnpid reaction and heavy fire powe~ should ~e it ~-possible for tl':e VC to enjoy a victory and should: result_ in further heavy losses sho:.!ld they choose agai!"l to employ t!1ia favorite cf all their ta~ic3. It is perfectly c1ea.~ tt.at armored units,havc P. high utUity in cor.nection "1.tb road eecurlt;o and road reconnaissance. Since 9 J1.tiy, the 1 st Division 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
}-.a!;: been reinfCl'ced .... lith t ..... o t'l.V- co.·(<pn.'1ies a.",d is no\·; azkip.,f; fer· its 
own 69th 'I'ank Bnttilion to be dc~,loyed to Vietn.m. '?na co:';":~ir.:lticn of 
armornd eleD~nt5 and air u~bile ir~ar~~j ar.d li~ht ~tiller~ presents 
the VC ,,1.th tactical proble~ with which they s,-<em ur.able to cope. 

h. The last victory of the 9th VC Divizion ";&5 in NO'\'cr::ber 1965 
against the AR;.'ll 7th Regir.:e!",t- in .... he· :·:'::::C;~l.I!:. A year has now £o:1e by 
without their hcvi~!lS cotlducted BIrj' profitable operation. As a cor-se-

o ~ence, t~e loce.l guerrillas M.d regior.al. VC force ·have be,en l.:i. thou~ 
..... ,_ :;'.!.,?O~'"'t of tr.is L:ain force unit ,ar,d i'".ave in turnJ 5ui1'e::-ed . .5. series. 
D.! r..:.jor and cinar defeat,s ,which is bcr!.t1.,'1ini: to shoW' uP. as;8 rr.arkcd 
U~~u.rll of the over~ll security of the northern ~II Corp~ ar'ea. 

' .. 
,~ •. lES~,O~S LE/JUlED: ' . .: 

'.i;' a. Dust Off and resupply sj,tes shol!l.d be establist~ b'.,! e~er.:ents 
•. ot.her than those ,engeged 'f.'ith· the cne!:;!". Hovc.~er.t of ,,;our.d.::d r..crsonn~l 
. by _t.ha \Ulit, particularJ·r armored ele:'.ents, ..a.c:;'racts fro;:). .. he tirepo\:1::: 

availablo.. Empty J:1edevac vehic.les incl<.!ding persa:mel carriers ;md 
helicopters sh.oulcl be used to , ... ansport a..~.itian _to engaged ele~ents • 

. b. COr.tnit~i~ re~erve (trail) ele::.ents .of a:rr:-.o::·ad cavury should be 
done as Doon ,as the battle develtlps in order to bring the ~t;.:l ar.::.our.t 
o~ firepower to bear. 

c. In!'antr; r..ounted on p.nd f·i.e:htine r''O:l'\ a!"::.orcd. perso.'"l.r.el c<lrriers 
.1s round to be unsatisfactory when the ere· .... e.'{cecds five ~n •. If nore 
~ban this numb~r is prese;lt they ter.d to Cet in e~ch ather's l·tay. 
Infantry· can best be utiEzed b~' ricUng on vohicles of the tra.il elc..rn.ents" 
then co!lD;d.t,ted a.-:: dis::.oW'l.ted infantry "'t.~re neec..€d. 

d. eon~~ntrbtion of e::l.E.ments co",.~sed of ;.r.nks and flore's in the 
,"killing zenol! .has proved effective in tr.at it. T.'!.assed n:ore i'ire:pCA-T:Jr 
in the YC "killing tcne!! •. Concentration i3 ccnsi.dcred to ba an extr ... -
closed .column (10 - 15 aeters between veh5cles). 

:6 .. VC used a trench in def€;:lsc to trClp £.!..t'"'-:'~~~':'· '.'rbe :.-;ai.t"!, vel 
elemen"s ":ere in fortifi;:!d pozitions 0.."1 il. s::'.3.ll hill a;--.d had. p:(;p'.:-,red­
a 6traight-li.'le trench near the betto:::.. As t::c s.ttac:·:ing: li.Z. :;latoo~ 
approac.hed the position, th'.J"'J cane under ~-or..ar, r:,rcr.2.dc ;:;,r.d i!uto:r.n.tic 
\teapon3 fire •. The U.S. forces !:lAde U,e instin~tive reaction cf taking 
caver in t!1e trench in prepara.tion foI' the, as:::-.3_ult., The VC r.al1eavcl'ed 
a machir,c gW1 into the trench on the fL::l: o~ the p12toon, giving them 
g,ood enfilade fir;.: whicn caused heavy casualtie:;.. in tr.e p:.s.toan in a 

~,:r.a.tter of seconds. 'rhu. a.ttackinh farezs co-..J.d. bays <;._enicd.: succ;;:.;s of 
,ti:U,!3 mn.r.euver-to the .W;- had·rl~_.s~cU!"it.y be€;,."'l. estr..1;)lizhed prior. t.o 
se~k;ing, cover in the. trench,,: . '-

r. T~ VG. ~se :ro"ut~s of~ att2.ci;:a~: initial .l'"Ct:.tcs of 'I-:ithdr;;..~, .. al-. 
,S:3v,eraI".VC captives, stated_ tf'..:lt-th,e i.'1.it:.. ..... l ::0;';':'0- o.t: ~ ... ltr.c::a.~,:a: i':.~C::l. 
> ~,n Jobj.::c1:tive,arca Or_a'llblls:1 site is, t,ne S,,"::l.~ ,ro1.:.:',.2o. tl1a.'\., i~ u:;;t;.d. fo:" 
·!t.{jve~"nt to thl;:' attack. 7his r-"'"-kc~ .i,t e.:!>i~:- .lor. the- s:::ldiar to f:. .... d ,. 
his W'Joy back to asser:bly <'i.l,"eas. In tl~,ze recir.lcl.1t2.l ~;i::ed at-tacks 
aJai.n!"lt U.S. forces, th{J VC: never· att.ac:,cd thl"LuZh the COllc-.n. 'l'h(;ir 
with1rn.\-ral W.:l$ always in the di!';:'ctio:'l. frau l:m.eh t:.-.:::y attacf.cd. T:-us 
i:J a p::1.~e consideration i:1 the c.r:,pla:r.:-.s:;t of- art.il.le~' ar • .:i ai:: "nce it 
is deterr.ri.ned that the VC.;:.re ,atte:np-;;.:;.r..,3 "0 break c,~r:tact. Ii' the route 
of att.:..cy': is knc'<m, artillcFf .;md o.i::- ):7-1::><;' be puced on tt'.e roates to 
block the- withdrawa.l. It Ir.li..st also be- ::-.ade ::.:.nown to' the frienc..ly forces 
in order for the co-.:z.ander- to properly e."'Cecute tlle p'.1rSu.it. 
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sa g. The VC shc,,"ed the capability to recuperate rapidly after heG-VY 

losses. On g June, tlo:O batta.lions of the 2.72c. Regitlent were severely 
decimated, losing '..lp..:ards ot 340 men. On 9 July the Sal'!:e reG~er.t 
attacked a column with thr~e ~ttalions. Captives state~ trat up to 
aoo tNA replacement a had joined the rcCi::~cnt on 7 July. On 30 J:.:.l3' 
a returnee from the 271 st ne~ent si:.ated that his regiment had received 
500 NVA replacements on 26 July. '£he 271st Regiment had approrl~tely 
570 men on 30 June. All J..'VA replace!:lents "'era trained soldiers ar.:i gave 
the VC regiments the ability to regain cor,h.-\t effectiveness in short 
order. Intelligence ~rsonnel r.ust consider thi3 capability of the 
Viet Cong and continue to maint.un :locations of units that have suffered 
heavy losses. 

h. '-rhen dropping CS-1 fro."'ll CH-47 aircraft the drop sr-.ould start. 
about 200 meters before-~eachi~g th~ target area du~ to the mi~~ 
speed of 40 knots per h::lur. \-lith a 22~ second fl!ze-J the drums sl".culd 
be dropped from 3300 feet to obtain tree top bursts. 

1. Pathfinder tea.>j.5 should he attached to brienG.cs "than it is r.ecesGa..r1' 
to support a fixed airfield. Hininn.!!ll equipment necessar-.r will inell:.de 
runway.lights and radio com:::u.nic!l.tions with FH a:1d VIi1-' capatilities. 
Person~el should not be rotated during the operation wittout proper 
coordination with brigade headquarters. 

j. "'hon USAF e.ircra!"t aro utilized to lift elecents of a bril;ade an 
air combat eontrol tea:':'. shou1d be establishe'd at both the point of" embar­
kation and tr.o point of debarkation. This is necess<.:.I'}· to have adequate 
control to prevent a serious accident and to enable pilots to receive 
instructions to n:ake loading, all.d unloc..dini; more efficient. 

k. FACls should be equipped \or.Ith a radio co·,rering the same frequency 
range as the ground t::-ooye. It is necessary for the rAe to be able to 
monitor the actions of ground camnanders, thereby gaining a better 
perspective of the ground operation which in turn wil1 help hie to 
provide better close air support with higher assura..'1ces of ~rcop tatety. 

l~ The VC atter'1pted to fc·rtify the t.igh ground around LOC ·NINH in 
prepa:""ation for an a.ttack on tha":. to,·n. Exteilsive patrolling ~sru~-.:.zd 
the VC forti.f'5.-cations J and allov.·ec. the decisbc defea.t of a VC ba~t;;.li.o:: .. 
Aggressive unl continuous ratrolllng prOvidc~ the best cefensa aGainst 
enemy offensive btilc.-up. 

m. Supporting lop:istieal units must cair.tain dit-ect co:''::l:l!.'"lica.tions 
with the supported ele;:;ent. There were s£v8ra.l lnsta",c8S L'"l "!!':ich the 
logistical support eleo.ents were l:ot in direct land line co:::::u:-.icatio:!.s. 
'?adios "Tere used~ but c.ue to the lL.-ited' co::tr.Unications in the sup?Orting 
units adequato ;:::on=-unications were uiffic'.1lt to obtain. Logistical ur.its 
must be p:rovid~d ".'ith sufficient' ·corrnur.1c.::.!.iona i·t.cilities to ir.sure a 
priJnP..ry com.r:l<lnd net with a baclru? radio nct. 

n. The majority of ~":1 product:. ,-:erc delivered to. forward support 
areas in 55 gallon dru::..').. Since for-... 'ard. support areas are I:".3.TJ'lt.>ci by a 
mi~ of perso~~el th~ quick responsiveness required by the supported 
units at tirr,es 'Was b:l.re~, adequate. 5CQ £<lllon collapsible c!.r.:=.s are 
'Preferrl;.'.l since t he,1i are easier to r.anCle by support poL'1.t per5or.nel. 
Responsiveness of US:.F lOGistical lift conti!1ues to i,)e of conce::-n 
aJ.th,;mgh neN procedures in request in!?" 'a:.rlift and prograr.I:iir-b ::u'ssions 
are being tested. Air Force personr.el mIst be cade ato.;"ara of the 
necessity of ba.ck hauling e~pty containers: 
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0.. The logisUcCil element does not have control of lor;istieal air­craft. An Aircraft r-or.trol Ce:-,te[' nh0uld coordin.:<.te 2-U division air transportation. A detailed and S'JdtCl'!'.'1.UC =tetl:·od s!'-.ould be e:3tablie.r~ad by the Support Com."Ilar.d with c'.o::;e coordination between the G-J and G-4 to insure all modes of land and air tra.nsport.ation are utiliz.:d to the maJd...-wn. 

p. Tne >::.edical battalion has a .10w priority for air J:'.ove:::ent. Bccel!!;;<! of this tha .forward bribade's arc usu"a.lly !'!'.Ov.;;d into an AO a.."ld do not hava Lh.., r£dQ,y support of tho forwm-d ele!:lent of their mcu.ical co~pa.r.y .. Ea!-l.i~r. r..OV(lrn<;nt ,,"auld enhance the supported units r.:.edical service. Fe\:: corties are TBquired to move tho ele..llent.' The orieac.c conductinz opera­tiO;:8 in fo.!"Ward are.;lS should cor-sider the rnovcJ!lcnt of their fon.,ard ~dical unit. durihS operational planning'., 

· q~ ·"lhen a convoy is attr.cked· t~e direction f.c::;'l:l Hhich the ~'ira is being received and the major concent.ration of VC' force!) r.!U!.t. be determined. i:I:nnedlatt::ly" Due to the 'c~r.!'usion that can r'esult <.os ncrsor.nel bGcou~ ci~oriented a' recomr~,cnded method of ;-ointing Out thO' dfrectio!l of attack is through the use or smOKe. Heavy conccntra":.ions at sUPl'o!'"ting fires should be placed 100 - 400 meters off the road since the bulk of the VC torce is often back from the· ·road and moves up to i'ifhtir.g !Jositic:l.s . along the ditches after,the initial exchange of fir-c. I·!.<l.in cl-e=tenttl ot the VC· forco will usurtily ·be located in erc2.S adjacc.'it to the road l .. 'here th'"1 jungle is most dense ~nd few or no landing zones exist theret'y 
~tecting their flanks ~d-rear cgainst rapid reaction £orces. 

r. Reconnaissance-by fire by gr.ound ele~c~ts ~~ving alo~l a road is unsati sfactol""J if the tiro is placed at a 90 degree :mC1e to the oolur-.:.. The lead vehicles shoUld dir-ect their fire into the ditches wj-.erl! CaJ:l­oi'louGed foxholes arf3 likely to exist. E.'1.filade firo in the dit(':-,cs is tIOre likely to caU50 the vc to Cisclo:-,e poeition pre~turcly. 

· 5. The operation reveale<"i 5igr.1ficsnt shar .. c'cn:d.n;...;:s· in··the- ar.3,::f!'li~a­tion and ec.uipnent of the divisic:"1.al a-"riation bE.ttnlion for ej~l.l)lo~ent ·L'1·the RVN type e~r:ironncnt~ ?ne: clO.rrto::nt <l.uthoz'iia:bion of, -:6 l:H-lD , ..... " aircra.."t in the ai:r:r:obile cO:T.pany is wholly bia',~cqlir..\.e· to -s:,:!,?Ort divis':or,al q;lick Nacti·on niV..Jbile for·co rdquirements. .1':. .. " a.ddition aCtive tJj-{-1D aircr,lft to'the non-diVisionru. ail"' ·assault -co.::'.n~ni'~s -is a step "·:hich f.hould also be t;-,ken ir, the divisiu;-::aJ. airmobile cc,.:p.:u:y at the et>.rlie~t practicable date. t,it~ 21 troop cal-:.~ier aircri".i't J the ·c.::.'.'isional aimob!.le compan,y would have a nora pOte::t -.iirlii't capability and be :c2.p.:-,ble of pr.:.~'2:rly suppo:-t ing the di vis.ltjn 'Lri"'.:::.ir".;:obile opera­tions. 'i'hla capahi li'ty:·!.s (!ssemi"ar rrhen non-dlvisi-oncl assal!lt heli-copter units are not .available. i!!:."1eJ.i,;>tc;tY.~ . 

· A·~· Battle of SPC~~ rJ:!G 'jC,.rrt.'\.i VI! 
:3 - Eb.t:tle of r..c.::!' }:I!\'!1 F.,::~:;zr ~:Fl<:.r.t2tian Nar::-ative C- '-:"""3attle o!: HI;\~ 7.-1Mtrl R02.d' ~iarrati";:i·· 
b - Op'!!'"?tio:-,~ Ovcrl.:lY - L!: VX:: -' :;;"cA!~ LOI 1.0 
E - OpGrat:'ons Ovcrl~y - SO::G HE AO 
F ..:.. Ooerb.tiO:1~ 0-.rcrlCtY- - !1Il':{ ?~~):H AO 

· :} _. O!Xn·~tior:-:. (,-.'crls~/ - T,\! }::r~Ji ).0 
H - R<lid :,uge-:. 21 - 2.7 J~s ·66 : I -' Lor,g- ?&n,~{e ~e(":onmdss,mCd 'r>.atrols 
J .- ':c I~<:>"all3.t ions 
~ - -Clcs"a :..i:o S .... p;:'Ort. Sorties 
L - C,--_ ·:,·.;..-lica.tio:-:.s '':rdfic M.d Circ:iit Diagra.--::s 

,1-1 ~ I.:.st of COl:c"anders ' .-
g _ A~er Actio;)' Seport.. lst "Sd..:-t 
o - Ait.er ~ction i\e1-'o~·t Z<i Ede 
P - :"Iter Action Report 3d 'Bde 
Q - Arter Action I'.eport i:livi.sion :,rtiUe:-y 
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:NAnnA'I'I\G 0:;' THB J.:~'iTE: OF snOK DO:TG 

'0 JUJJE 1966 

IX-1':lOmrC':'It n (u) 

Tho 211st Viet C-ctl£; Uain 'Por·::c HegimlO:'lt tl'~.r.;. ddoo:tcd on 30 Ju.'le 

1966, ncar thl;# villa..;c of S20.K ~i.:G in Ol:e of th~ ClU3!:'ic c;.'l,?,''':'c:,·cmentB 

of the Vietnau conflict. In c')!"1.tL-rJ.ir.6 their efforts to rct)el t.he 1st 

Infantry Division from tne EL FA.SO II a.:!:'cu of operations, the VC 

attemptod to a.r::bush 'I'roops Band C. 1st Squo.c.ron. 4th Cavall.'Y and. 

Compr..ny a, 2d Br~ttalion. 18th Infantry. Ai, a cO{lsequence, the 271st 

Regiment suffored hea.vy losse3 and '7:':S soundly defea.t(!d. 

!3;;,atGR·JiJND (rr) 

Oporation EL PASO II cO::l.::;,~r.c(!d on 2 .Ji.Ul.C 1966 W}l:m. intcllib c:1cc 

indicated th-;t, three Viet CO:1g and. o~',e liorth "1ictn~i'lnsc re~iIIic':lts .. er"l 

Jloined to resUl!lC t.hoi.:: "lionsoon CD.!.'lpi.lign" by attackir:ii Gv"!'; and. U.S. 

Special .?orces cnrnpounds in unm TH OC'l, ROll QU;.iJ, LaC t;-nm, and. 30:;G- BZ~ 

lIec&usc of this thrl:at, Comoanding Gcr.<.>l'ul, II Field Force, Vietnrun, 

directed one in!'cntry and one f.:rtillery ba'~talion ba: deployed to lOC 

lU:m to strenGthen the de!'e!".ae3 ir~ this arc .... Subseqt4entlYt adc':.itiona.l 

elements VT~re deployed by C::: 1st Div until by mid-Jur.a the tlajo:ri;;;y of 

the division we-a opera tins thrcu:;hout :SlEn LOliG .:tn1 P";lUCC LOHC P:!:'Ovincas. 

, st lnfa.'ltry Di "lision tro<)p dia:l.::>ci tic ... ::! es of ,00600 Jur.e are indicated 

on attaohed map'. 'i'\'C'0 aiL'J'l.ificant engil<.;:e::lents had been i'~u':;ht ;;-it.'l 

the va prior to 30 Juno. On 8 June, Troop A {+), 1st S~uadron, 4th 

Cavalry hud spoiled 8..'1 ambush on RO;lte 13, set by the 272d ve l;e.in 

Force RC3ir,lent while passing t.lrough i'! .. U n, an area batt/eon CHmi 7r-... '1ffi 

and HON QVA:'~. 'Inen the 4-hour eagf'_ccoent cndec, t!1e VC had loot 1C5 

KIA ('BC) vIi th an .'3.ddi tior,al 2)0 prob~bly killed. T'ao s~cona. Signifi­

cant en:-;O(;'er.lll.'lt involved alenents of tho 2d Batta.lion, 28th Infant:,"!,. 

and CI;'-~1 forces i.'"l the i3o.tt!.o..: of Loe Hr.la Pl::mta.tion on 11 JWle 1965. 

One batt£>.lion of the 273d Ea~.n ~·'orcc Rcginent uas cnp~nced in tra:..ches 

and hC$.vily fortifi<Jd bur,k(!:::"s but n.fter !OlB.nsivc ariille:ry end ;;lorta'r 

fire a'ild c.ir strikes, tho posit_ions were overrun. VC lo:one3 17cre 98 

KIA (BC) ar.d 150 KIA (P~'nbl).blc)~ 

::'or t!.bout two .. ecks the 2d rattalior., 18th Ir:fllZ'.':.l'Y n:Uh the 

1st Squadron, 4th eo;:.Vcll:Y (-) h2.a. tJ',e .TIis:.io;. of securir.,; tile division 

base a.t (~1J'\~1 LOI aile. tho [0:: (t;j-''!~ airfhld. Fro.::. a June, the Co.vC'~r.f 

sq,uc.drcn h.-d been purtorr.lir,b rcc0."naiss:::.c(: to the ca~t, :'louth, south .. 

west. and to the north LY:ll.ti.'d lJY the:! de,,-::ro2iCd bridr;o on r.out!! 1} 

at XT 722973. In coorc!inli.tior. with ARYli' force:; tho CIl!U:'S of the 

stream "c:::"o l,rc,cred to p.::n;.,i C C~plll(".\~._,ont of Ca.."l ertlored Vehicle 

laWlched bridge ~AVL:S) just to the left of t:-J.e one thct hal b&e::l 

dnmn..::;ed. i.r. operation rlas plc;.mcd in cor'j<;.r,ctio:). ',;i tn the er-.. !:lo.ce=.ent 

of tho AY1:L" to co:.".:..cncc on )0 .1-U11C. Tho ~::'lu:::.:':rO:1. i'lf.!!l. 'I7C' .. ::! ;Jub::ritted 

to Lt Col :P.erbcrt 1:cChryst .. l, Cc;t'.!:rmdtnG O:£ice:::, .:.0. E<:.tt..-lion) 1Jt.'> 

Infantry, ~d ... ~.g a:?p;:oved for o.,cr.:l.ti.0!13 in t:l~ ::"1.'ea ir.dics.·;ed on 

maps 2 and). Tha I:".issio,. £;",·Si,:;.lilU to l...t Col L.:lc.Hl.r-l L.:;'l'tnr..~, 

Comr.i:mdillg Officer, 13t ZqUlo.r!Nn, 4th (;n .... alr-:'f, \~;l.J !'J.~t·.,-::!.lly tl:r-3ei"old. 

First tho squadron (-) "HUS ,,0 crOS3 C;h1Cl: Poi~tt (;OL::)=:1 GJ~'l'f~ (.:\VJJ:6) 

and proc~ed nOl:th alor.G Routa 1~ cond'.lct!.nG (\. rCCO'71.naillf;cu-'Ce in fo=ce. 

Troop C "H~S to :..perc:ta ill e.re:u of opero.t.ion G "'~j~fLL while ]) '~roop 

would initially operate in ~"'OO:,:rJ.l,L ::"'1.d lE:. ter i!'. 'T':::!WIS. Dzco::-.d, B 

Troop, in conjuncticn '\'lith 0:pcrc'.t:iO:iS i:l '1'.::nnS, would e3cort ar .. 

aneincer ccoop 10a.1er fro::l LOC :;lX-fi, bac:' tc. CLo::~ Point GOL:J:.1;.; G:"?3. 

Thi=d. the o,H1rat~on ":63 to dCC0i 'fa the Mer:(: a~ to tr.o l~ctu~l ~ea 

in whi-:--1-> the diviaion wan plro·.ninG' to operate ~.n tl-.e nec.r fu:i;ure. 

~~1:~~_r~.r:3 .:r,:,_re_.~~_~~_ose b~\ck into RON QU.';I by '930 on 30 June.' 

DOWNGRAOW AT 3 YEAR 1~:T';.YAlSi 
OEClASSlIlEO AfTER 12 vms. 

DOD Ol~ 5200.10 
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TrJop Il 070uld have one pleteo::'!. .l£ C CO::lpany, ld Dattali\m. 16th 
!n!'antxy attached, ",hile t!lC rE-maindcr of C CO':l:JaV would move with 
C Troop. The 2d :Battalion, 1t3th Infc.:nt:r:. ::;.aintained :J ComprulY on 
alert e::: t:le re.pid r.eection i'orcc. lii th f).... .. .al planning complete:!, 
the opcra~ion uould bebir. o~ 30 June. 

The v~6~tation in the a=ea of the co~~act is ~o~ded on both 
sic.es of the road. ?he only open a:rea3 are ric€. pac..dico, some stroar:t 
lines, end sClell lakes.. Dlen here, there is adequ,:-:t;e conoc.:;.lment duo 
to the chent-hiGh Graso. The"!'0 are heavily f'"lrested areas as indi-' 
cated on ~ap 3 ~d the sketch ~n?s, with the trees 150 - 200 feat 
hi,;h. Alt!l(lUS:'1 f.'Ioyen~;1t in the Gruss il;. dif!'icul-:; to obs:>rve from 
the gr·)l;.!1(i." it C::''1 be obserJ~i f::'Ol::l the air except uherc the terrain 
:.!:' hc:,.Yil~~ forested. T::').e: chest-high crass comes up to the s)10tl.lders 
of the :road. The \7eath.'.!r at ~.he time of cont~ct 'Tn!l clea)..' and hot. 

T"rlE J3N:lI'LT.: 0;.' ~mO!{ DO!\G (U) 

On 30 June, Troop B, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavdry, trith Il.tta.ohed 
1st Platoo~, C Cow'~Y, 2d Enttnlion, 1ath Inf~~~ry ru1d AVLB nectian 
departeJ. the squadron perir:leter ~t HOit Q.R'Ji enroute to Check Point 
GOLD::!:': GA'.[I":J. The coluc,'t uas locnt.eJ at the brid.:re site b::., 0859 hours. 
'i'rooP C "as to depart EO:T QUA:.I ct 0730 m.th C CO!CII'eny (-). IIo,rever, 
thin oolur.n ues delayed u.~til Trc,op C co'..:.ld reor;-:;ar..iza after the 
search operation cor.d.uctcd until :2400 hours the ,::oevious ni,:,;'ht. At 
0910, the coltu:l..'1 c::oosned GOLD;.]"f GATB ni th !3 Troop leading end pro­
ceeded north on Route 13 to t~1!~ operational arens sp:Nified in the 
o::.-cler. Upon l!...-rivc.l at Check i'nir.t 1, t:1e 3d Platoon ui t.h t:1C platoon 
of i..~f('ntrJ turned CRst and cond.uc"';;ed a =aco!U\oiss.:mce to the ford at 
Check Point 2. Dne 1;0 the depth of' the ford, the platoon retrt"ced 
t::1e ro,--",3 to Check Point 1, turned norte:. cn Route 13, :pll.!:Ised through 
the 1o~ :"ll'.toon, and contin·.led ncrth~ Order of u;-.rch uno non 3d Pla­
toon \lith C'.ttachcd infant:ry, '1roop Cornrmnd Group, 2d Platoon, and 
1:; t Pla·~OO!l. 

'i'roo!, C turned 'west nt Check Point 1 and proceeded to the fixst 
St:!:C2J:l. Three mortar c&r::icrs, ten infrultry-I:".en, t>..nd the 3d Platoon 
re:::lai:l.ed at Chec~ .. Point 1 1';.l1a es-:ablished <l ?eri~eter~ The lolortars 
U"!;!,::,c laid "'eot to ::::upport the troo,. ;~s C ',:=oop novad west, they 
f::.unked tI1c reed 0:1 '!Joth r-ic.cs. ::..rter Cl-o.,si. ... S' the strell.ll1, the 
infa.Y"Jtr-J dio!.1ountee El.,j1.J. ueplo~.lc'!. 

At nho'.lt 0930 hours Wile!l the lend p~=30~el c:ll"ri.er of n Troop, 
'Cotine north on Route 13 tor-D.,!,,!. j,OC ?::r:m, l:ct'_chei a pOir.t about mid­
i:o:y across tho 7.ice paddy (skatcl1 map 1), it be[;E'.ll receivin,r; corter, 
c~~ll er.~3 a.~d recoilless r~fl~ fire and appeared to be the only one 
en;aGed. 1:;t Lieutenant JQwCS P. 210res, 3 ~rocp Ccunander, could 
ceo:!' the M07 .. tcr roU!'.C.3 bUr3t:':lG f=oi:l his posi ";~on in the colw;ttl About 
BOa neters to the :::,ca::' of ~b(' lead v.;;~icle. EO' ir;clediately oE'J.led 
Col Le'7re:o~ \lho '\7a::: over t~,C' urea in an OiI-13 helicopter. 'l'i.le 3d 
Plr.toon then reported receivinG l:eavy fire f!'OD. t;'le north and north­
... (!~t. A l)rapl.:'..'1ncd airstr;.kn "as ~urrcntly in T-·ro,;ress vicinity 
X? 7499, Tfhich Col Lc::'e>.:lC' d.i .... el.·t.ed to XC 721018 at Lt :L'loref3 1 requeet. 
Lt Flores tben callE.''.l the 2d Ple."toon fornar~ and <le:?loyec' then around 
t:.'1e 3d Platoon. 7hc 2d Platoor'. brought their ti70 tanks and one from 
'w:~e 1 st rlc.too!1 for:rc.rd. ny ~!'.i!<; ti:.~e 0111 but one tenk a."ld 0. peraon .. 
!;.~l c2.r::-iG:' of the .51. Fletocn i:a:! rctunllH! to Ch('!C}~ Point 1 uith 
T:'(''.;!:.c.<2d. <'..id to Tcplcr,is!l r>.:~:.:uni t.:'on. .lUI plate-ons uere nO\1 in con­
t.:::ct on ;)O" ... h sid.e:::: of the c:oad., :ti"th the he.:l:;i.cst volUl!'.e oS: fire 
co=.inz ixo:l t11e t;c~t. 
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7':>.0 Viet Conz h"..d. set up t:'le at::bush l.n i;he shape of an ilL", ntl:. a heav-,r ::Iecuti ty e1c:::er.:1:: Cl:'C's~inS' the road e.long :he trail north or the pen~. T.'le lo~ piled at ~~dom to t~e ~cst of Check Foint ~ ef!'ord~d {;O')od !_'::,otection o.."'lJ ~o!':!c o! the recoilless ... lfle3 'flare p=obebly !OC.:lted here. l,!ort:\TO i1"!re reported by a !'orward air con­trolle-x i.'1. t:r_~ h'OOd.B to the ncrth of' the ville..,:;C'. The ambush extended for about 20CO r.:.c~~::s. bu-t "itO. the exception of' a fJccurity eleMent 'to the nor-!;he~t 'Of Check I'oint 1, the eastern side of the rooo was liGhtl7 do!"c!")dcd. '7.'1e '.r'C <:7:?Co.red to be lined up all alon.; the tTest cide of t~c ro~ ~th tho hca'7 nc~ponn about 150 meters fro~ the road in the hcavic:>t veGetation. Tne VC ,(ere "ee.r-.i.ng a variety of khaki, bleck, (,.:1:.: creon unifo~.!;. One stronl; point ba.d been established by th~ "lC in .... icir.i ty ;m 722007. The recoille~,:, rifle" caus~d tile most txouble~ e!':.tl 'r.ere also the tost difficult to locdc. Durin;; thd tirst 30 minU'~C3 o~ the contac"t, t:!1e cne~· concentrated on knock-in:.; out the tc....""lks. ~\ll l~our j) Troop tanks ,"Iere disabled from hits on the tank: co~de~;3 cu~ola a~d subsequent TIounding of the nrew. 

The 1st I'lr:t.oon o:f ~ T~op "t7a.s carrying: the wounded to t10LDEN GA'i'E i7ith a.-."J. inte~&diatc nid nto.i;ion set up at Check PC"'Iint 1. They also hel!,cU. rith the cs"'.;abl::'sMent of a stronJ point at Check Point 1. Bcca''':on the ir.cQ:!lin~ fire at Check Point 1 ""7ag aO intense, Dust Oft a"ircr::.ft J:tl.d not la.'"ld ~o the ~qu(>.drl)n .s-3 set-up tho Dust Off l,Z at GOLD:":l GA'i1~ llnd wounded .rere eoUcoted at Check Point 1 and then moved souL ... 

Troo)" n concentrated on lay-ine down a hea .... y baee of .fire to the '\1ezt. . Airstrikcs r.:1ich ~1ad been con ti!lUOU3 from the initial strike, "ere beinz plr.ced to the north and west. ~'\.:t't111ery was ntteckinrr tarcets O~ the e~t of R~~tc 13 and armed UH_1B 1s end CH-47's uere makih3 :fi=-in.; PI.!3SCS north nnd south on t1",e el'eas iClClcdiately adjacent to the road. Y~cn th~ 1st Pla"!:oon reported rcco1vilt3' fire :>..t Cne-de Point 1 J it appeared to Lt Florea that the VG "¥1ere attemptinl: to cu.t M.n o1:f from Chp.ck Point 1. An airs trike ':'l('.S il!l.!nediutely celled in ~~d the .fi~e slacke"ed at this lccat~on. The remaini~ ele:!ents at the he~d of" the colUJr..""117ere still r~ceiving heavy fire .rrcr.t ell type3 of ':7cn!JcJ~s &""11 Lt ?lore.=: called =cquestinlJ C Troop come up ~~d ~elp. 

Uhe~ ~e firot con teet w~s reported, Cept~tn Steph~"1 Slr.ttery, C Troop Cor.-:.."";.and~r. ordered. the infE"r..tr:,- to mo·u.l.1t u.p and I)reparo to 
r'.':: • ., bad!:. to C!leck Point 1 ~ establish a strong poL'1.t, and be prepared to assi~t 13 TrooF. '7:1P.. 3d Plc..i.:o~n hud llecn receiVing SOr.le liCht tire at Cl!-:;ck FC:!.!"lt 1 t b'.lt l,hen "t}\::! oth"r plll.too:-.:- arrived at this loca.tion, the 1:ire b~c<:."7.c r.ore i!"ltcnse. Several of the infa."1try ridinG' on the pcrnonncl carrier.:; 17erc hit P.S :r:orto.r rounds att:.rted fellinS- lnto the area. Ct!.pt Sl;:-,ttcr.r orC.c~ed t"hc platoor.'l to deplo:r and push out tha perin:et:~::'. !n."ir:!l.ril~" to the north. 'j'~e jd Platoon was operating north~e3t or the cro~sroeds, 1st rlcto~n east, vnu 2d Pl3toon neat c-"1.d OO1.ttil·.7e~t. The worte.::-s had been re-laj d. to .fire to the north. Check Point 1 "es bcco~:d.!'-G "\'"or:; j!l.'"lOccl '.1it~ C T:o:oorl Iruneuverinz end vehl.clcs rc"t'.l::nin;:; "it':>.. "3 '~roO? "ITo\!Jlded. C'.n~ck l"oint 1 con~im.\et1 to raceive heD."\"y srr.all an::s fire ~7i.tr.. :.10:::-'; of it con~n:; .fl:O:n \Ie~t of the road. i''ol't,;.r a.'1d rcco~.ll<:)ss fir.1- nag bCin,3" W";tn· .. '~rcd '\";ith a. Le<'.VY vol·,.:.ne or 50 ca.liber fire f-:om t:J.e uerso:r,.'".ol c,:.r:.i(;rs at tho road jUil.ction. Col LC:7one :::al1.e·:l, and ordered C ?l.'vOP ttl push north and relieve "the ur-::.c'Cure or~ :3 Troo!:!. The 3d Pla'~oon rrafl fL"'1el1.v able to start tlO''":5.r.[.i: north ":7i th the i;.x.""u f=OL1 2d. Plc.1,oon. About 200 meters fro:n Check t'oi.-rr.t 1, the tp.r.J.: trf...3 hit i:n the. turret and the cO::J.·,lMder, SCl.·ceLT.-"t fJ.liccn, e..'"ld teo loader ""I7ere seriously uoundcd. They were pu.lled fro!:l t:1.9 tan% a.'1d ':\"o.cunted. 'l'he tank continued north. The 
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C Troo:;> colu::m oonsisted of the 2d Platoon, 1st Pla.t~on, and Troop Co=:.manc!. Gro'J.P :zketch r.~o.p 2). 7ne 3d Platoon, C COL'lpan,y (_), and c.o:o:t~"S r·~onin~d c:.t the cr..:;::::sroa6.s. Intcnsl't fire 'I7t,}J received all the r.~p to n ?roop's pcsition, but a heavy base of fire nae main-~ ta::.nccl by the person:lel c.c.!'rier!) ond the t:1l'.k. The br.ls::" t'Tcn ao 
t~c1: a.."1d close on both siti.€s of the road, G'ren~des '.7ere ,:I.u.s-t tossed over "';,!;6 g:>.des of' the ve:licles. .\bout 600 m3tcrs after t.;'e first r.it, th~ -."£tn..'<. lfl"!l ~it a.:;£l.in, but the driver kept b"Oi.."1g even thoUJh -:'he ::r..:....rrr.er, :-Jergeant Riddle 'l7ao \"founded and evacuated. Tillen the ?!:'co, C colu_':T. arrive"- at the tail of the B Troop position, Lt 1.'10r09 ::ccid -:0 :::;0 farther north B.l1d fire to thc went. ~'he 1st and 2d Pla­:oons r::.o·.red u1' l!.nd licplo~red a::; best as the.' co,lld ninee t~cy \"fere . ,:::'. -.0 t!le area 1ml''rIc-;!ia tcly 1 cft and ribht of the ro::.d. ::?ira uo.:: t:._rryc-:cd ea$t and 'I7C$t ui th tho heaviest volUI:le to the west. Cal L('..-;c.:.:oQ v.cdorcd C Troo? to l~old .:Lt this pOint until 11 Troop could co e:~tr2.ct(d <:;"ld !'Io'n couth. :..ne C Troop ;,ank went almost to the 01 :::=id line before it turflcd n!:'vu::d m1d camQ back. Three me.."l i'rom the ;~ Tla',:;o::ln jOi.'1.ed Ser,Jcnnt ·.iilson in the tank a..~d f'.J.thou:;h pO~fer to ti10 ttirr'Jt nas acne, t··cy flt:.cc(!ed~d in gettinG' t!1Q ,j1.U1 benrin,:; to thc .~or'~~l 8J.'ld north'i7cst. Sixty ~t:..'lds ,tore fired before thlO'J run.::runi­tion vas eAhausted. ?he tc.'1I: Tl'D.3 tr.cn mover! aiona s:'de a disabled B ?roop t~ and the a~Q~ition transferred. VC could be seen jumping e.r:>Q"ld ~u't dic..-.,,'t appeor to bo withd.rawing. Art::'Uer-J -::es f'irin·; north ez:d enst and ei!::;t;rikes 'lore beinb concentrated on the r;~st, but appeared to be too .far \·:est. Captain Slattety asked Col Le\Tano to !::>ve thel:1 :.n closer and. the next tltrike CaJ::1e in south to nc::-th t1i th C,3U nhiC:l lenced very close to tho road. 

Wi·i;.,'1 the arrival or C Troop, Lt Flores pulled e.ll the rem:lir..ing ele:::ents of J3 Troop back ~o Check Point 1, to reGroU:F', rea.r.::J, e.."ld csteblic:l a block along the rout!. nest fron Check Point 1. lii:len thet i'irst lii'ts of' A CO::J?nny, 2d ~.::l.ttalion, 18th Ini'n."lt:ry were al)Ylroach~ tho LZ, Lt Flores pulled back. Troop B rernair.ed at Check Point 1 tor about 40 ;d.nutcs to rc;J.Tm and ,:set the uou.'1ded end dead back to ';,oLDEN' G!.':!:. Tr:tc :1ert. 30 J:li:"Ul;C3 ncre te:t.:cn ~.o move the 1st a..'1d 2d Pl~~toons (fo~:-n the road "to block. Tn-:> 3d P:i.atooa ha:;,dled the evacuation oL TIo\.:.,.;,ded (Gkctc..~ nap 3). 

Lieutenant Ch~rles D Colc ~ith the 3d rlatoon oi' C Troop had been he=.dlih'; cesual ties between the fOr;'iard eleL112!lts and GOLD~~ r.NI'.8. He lcaC:cd C Cc·.;jl'LV 0:1 the PC!."2o~1..'1.el carriers 8!1d moved to ti:e head o£ th~ coh,-':',;.1. :Stcr th~ inf2ntrJ 'I7ere dropped, the 3d P~n.tocn deployed Ttest of t:u:!' rca:! tlhilc the 2d. ?l:~toon ~oved off to the east in an atte~Jlt to :?,.J.sh the ~lC out ontc the LZ (nl{etch r.:lap 4). Lt Colels pic.toon :dt a 'j'e stro::1S' point. He ;.as hit in the chest .::nd several. o";":--tc'!:'o "o::e .. o\l.f.dcd beio:::'c t::i.cy could pull back. T'ac nechanized flame th~~',icr ~:ita Licntena.~t Joh.."l r,: !..yon's '1st PI. toon aSl::liste~ in the ex:!"~ctio!'.. of 3:! I'latocn. ,1..3 the inf.')J",tr,f bc£;'e,n to land or. I.Z 2 l!.."ld. C C;O~:~lt'... .... ~~ berra"l to deplo:.', the fire sl~,ckcr.ec1_. l~irc fro:l the 
Jlcrs~~el C2Iriers rr~o dirc~ted nore to the nest. Th~ va s,arted r.:' ".;~d.=c::tri!"_,; e..nd TI'.C!l1Y .. ere :-:5..l1ed aD they jU!!lpcd to run t11roUGh the hi.:;h b"rC.~::;. 

:..ftc=- 8. delay of about 30 :1.i!".UtC3 ca'.med by ene:!:C~ fire received 
!'r:J~ l'ot~l s:'des of the :roeli, :'3 '.L'rooj) ~1a3 occupying the:r blockins IlC::itio:1. :I::i":ielJ.;;--. 1;l!e h(~~:'l of the colu.:.. .. Ul hdtcd j"Jst tree .... of the :;'tT>:'c:l un".;il ir.fC'::-::tat:on nn.3 rc::eivcd that D. reinforced .'\R7N ,'_I'C 
t:-o~p 1;0',.11d e.s:iist. Thr. bloc;~ ),'ec t:-Jen exter,ded. to abcut tlte 70 u.s C'.::ic:. line. I'ron the blockinC: posi tio:1. VC could be- seen tri tildn_"'ir.g l'.lo~ "":,e t:::-nil th,.-,.t ptlrt'l.l1cls the rO.:ld u,"d ':Jere taken under firo. 
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~.I Troop C este.hliGhci A. pe~oetc~ a.long RO'..lte 13 until the 
infantI71- :::tr...C'ted IUIlkir..;; the Si7eep. ?y 1530 contact alonG the road 
had pradicallJ oO,'J,.":':!d l.l."1d the person.'1el r:lov,~d into the brush to 
se::rc!l ~or dead Ol..."ld. \"four.uod YC D..-'1.d '(eapons. The 3d Platoor~, D Troop 
retumed to the blocki--:; pos::'tiO!l. rrith the .'\E:ro Rifle Platoar.. of D 
T~oop. Dy 1700 tlovemc.'1t hl:'d ceased and tho ~;o troops rCI:l.<J.in~d in 
posi tion ~he rcnainnnr of the d~y. 

lG!.CTION (U) 

For a ueck prior to 30 J~"l~ 1966, B Co~p~~. 2d Battalion, 18th 
Ir .... c..'1try had been caintained on. D. }O r:dnutc alc~·t as e. :.:apid reaction 
:to=ce end was in this ,oElture nt the time D 2.'roop ende contact. 'fuen 
it b~c~~G obvious that both troo~s ~'1d the e.~teched rifle com~~ 
ncre he~vily cn~agcd, Z Cc~p~ny ~es alerted for probable deployment. 
'2'170 questio!1s had to be l'L"1s\7ered first; how they '\7ould be employed 
and by vthe.t means of t::-::-nopcrt~ticn. Hl helicopters wera f".ll!..;r 
comcitted on other ~sgio~s. Tualve 3/4 tor. trucks '\7er~ collected 
fro:n the venous uni to in the vicinity or the ba.ttalion cOID."lBJ'I.d pos·;; 
at QilA1T 1,01, ami 13 Conp.::l.!'-Y nag p::-epared to move prio::- to tndr a1:'rlvel. 
At 1026 hours the helicopters suppo:::1.inG the 1st Eattalion, 28th Infan­
try in the SOW} BE: area n'~re <liverted to QU.'l-T LOI, but by 1040 hours 
had not U!'1.'1 vc~. COr.'l)a1,.y:3 departed hy vehicle for the c;quadron com­
ma..-,.d post at HON Q1J.~.!T, and et 1105 passed to control of Col Lewa.ne. 

Bemoen 1015 end 1020 hours, A CCr.:rPf:~"·, 2d Battalion, 18th Infan­
try tras alerted, pulled off th~ perir.';'-i:;'1l'; a.."ld instructed to be on 
the ai.:rfidd 1.."1_ the event helicoptcrs b~ca:::!e e.vaiL~ble.. Company A 
l1CS aosel.1blcd on the airfield by 1100 hours. General DePuy called 
Coll~cC11=ystal to the di, ... isio::]' cO~'Y!.d post al,lout 1040 hours to be 
briefea on ~hat h~d h~ppened in his battalion. General De~ m~~e 
the decision to divert 12 !":.elicoyters fron sa;:G 138. I.J.l helicopters 
closed the Q,U.\H LOI airfield et 11;0 hours. Col LeHane was informed 
of the cuxrent st;:.tus of COIl;:?nnies A ;>nd B and asked "here a.'"1d how he 
uished to deploy them. A co~~.a"lCl a"ld cont.::tol helicopter arrived for 
Col EcChr.fs~al a!'I.d he a.'1(! the battalion S-3 t:(:nt fOr'lo1ard for a 
recon."'I.ci::;na,ce. 

Col I~c':'T~e had sF':lected ":',10 lo..'1"l.i:n,';i zones; LZ 1 in tho rice pad~ 
on the eent of Rout,! 13 (ZU 7270~2) :l.-:.d LZ 2 across the road. TIe 
decided on the l::tter \lith the Qircc':ion of ·:tteck llouth. J.t 1145, 
Col LmftnC W:'.8 i:tfor!Hed that t::(' first l:!.ft ,"")f A CO::lPany l1as loaded. 
The CO::ll'wlY com:7wnde:- \7a!l br~d'(!l1 '...h~t be l::,u~d la.'1d on LZ 2; he 
should oper.::.te his radio 0:1 ·~::e sc;.UD.'':!'o:: f:"(,:,~ue!!cyj and hB \1.20 unler 
control of th~ squad!"C'n CO=:lIlH'!"':le:!:'. 'i"i:c 12. ~'[,.!.i p::,ep~:r(!d by air sttikes 
and arti!lery B.!*.':. the!"_ \7as :':Ui.rkcd .... Ii tt s:nol;:e ,::':00 Col j,!cChryc tal 'a 
aircraft. 11. CO~I'(.tny closed L, ~'\'O lift~. 

CO!l!pan;,r B procecdc·:l nor~~ en Route 13 ",-:;Iard c:t' GO£,Ji'::If G."c'J.'£. 
Upon arr:i.vd at that location, the ccu:ni.lv- .,'Dul~" be no·,ed into the 
battle ,",-rea by helicor:'~cX's or PC:1:so:';lel cflrzic:-:-s. l.~jor 'i'aylor 
l<:''"ldec1. at tIle bridGe ;L"1d d.is'~oy.;,red t~ere ;'L::'"C' e. nU!nber of "'-T'Junded 
requirin~: C'vacuntion by Dv:~:t Off helico;tters a,d the picl:-t.\p zone 
.. ould becon~ too cong~$ted ~tn e5s~~lt helico?ter9 12l1di~~ there 
also • ..-'.Xl alterna!;e rliclr-u;t zone; ':._s ~u::'t-:cteJ. nt Xl' 734967 and the 
road colurm of :n COr.1;;:·G.llY wa!; di'fcr-~ed to ·~}ll8 lcca~ion. CCL'!::?aIlY B 
then Il'.ndc a..'t nin::obi:!.c !.l.s:;aul t i!lto LZ 2 '.l.t':'!izin£! four lifi:;s of five 
aircrnft. A co!:U)tl.'1d GTO'.lp fro;:: t!1C 2d 3attl'.lior., -18th InfElntry ha.d 
been pre1)!~."~-::d for lift efter E Coni? l'.:.r hc.d closed the 1Z. l .. s one 
helicop·~e:.~ in the 1.~.3t lif-l; of :a Cc::rpa:-,./ lc.:uled, it apf-ll.rently 
st=--:.ck '" dud Cr:U bOr.1blct. 'lll pp.r.;onnel cl~a.rcd the daouc,'ed s~lip 

5 
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before it ~ra.'J c(\nsu-,~cd. by fire. Col l:CChT'Jstal 
J)::m~r, end o.s~UI:ed ooDI:\m1'.l. of Co:n,a.?1.ie3 A ll.'1.d 13. 
ir..io!:'!::).ed of this t!Jld "that the battalion (-) TlS-S 
di=cct~.on :he had specified. 

la.'"l.d.ed tli th n Com­
Col Lewanll "\7&.9 

attAci.dn:; 1."\ the 

flD t:1e cO:l,a'1ies stf'.rtcd pu.a:line south, B ~as tf~Jt of nouta 13 
C!!'.d A ·;;0 their riGht (::l:etch map 5). CO!:l:?1mY A met r :~1stance e.bout 
2ca t:eJ;c~ i'!,,"::.t~. of tlle LZ '.1hile J COl'lpar.y traG moppin.1" up the re!:lB.i.nin 
cle,!--m"!;s of' ;,;~e e::1.eqr jU3t to tne ttest of Route 13. About 300 meters 
oO'.lth c! the LZ, :. Coo-par.;,,' u.'1.covercd C Troop erd C CO:::lpony (-). At 
t:ds t::..;:'l.e, Col, :!cChr.,-:.;tal assu=.ed c"J:l;:~and of these elemen"i:;s. Com?BllY 
.; ,'.!:l on:cr£!d to reorgt!.!Lize and search the immcd;.atE:! axea, llhila C 
'.I:roo:.' '.;<!-.'.": ·;;0 rcorza..'lize, r~cover disabled trotks and personnel camera, 
l'..nd. ~"'.!,)o:!'""t f::o!:l Ro,o 13 as COtr.Pa!l;7 :J continued S\7eeping south and 
A Conr:.'".r~: cout."; .. e~t. Comp.'mj' n ce.:t:"lerl to (leet resistance by the time 
they h,:td :,!ro~e!3ti~d about 800 meters froIl the LZ. Ho;rever, J: Company 
ret 5"';.'.f't resista."'1.Ge ~lo:l~ the creek, vicinity :-w 715005 (oketoh JD8.k' 6). 
7:"10 Vic·~ Con3 had estflbli~hcd a. strong co~bat outpost line east end 
,;;-c::t or "~~'.e c~":!ek. CO~PID1Y A suztaincd a fefl \"founded. :3inc~ no 
hc~''i7~!' \Ie:) beinB" cade, C Cornpa.'1,.v·"Re.s cor-nitted on the riC;ht !le...'lk 
of" A COln!'e....,y. T"ne liTLc-up "c.s l!l,:>.dc by 1:515 a.'lU the strength of the 
mo eon;:t...'lies fo:!.""ced the VC out of th<.:!ir p03i tio:ns. wst err <tBS 
~npletcd a'1.d the suecp continued south to ~he bloc!cinJ positions 

h-otld by ~} :troop and thc AirJ1; forces. 

I .. t 1'::-00, Col Ber-:', 1st Drig.'l.de CO!:lI!l8."l.der, landed end c1irected 
the 2& tattalion, 18th Infe:.lt;t;'"J to E'..9se:J.ble at LZ 2 and beoome the 
b:::-icade re3C:::-'J"C. 'i'hc uni to returned to a.."'L assembly tu:·~a jU3t tlouth 
of" th~ LZ in tho ore.er 13, A, end C CO!!tIJo.ny, T!here the u£'.ttnlicn 
re::ll!..in(!d 'Yle:tr.icht. T'ne r"1coll!'.ais:)eJlce rL~toon, a.""ld mortar ~)lntoon 
of' tee be:~te.1ion "lTcre flo\ID in at 1700. Three B.I:\bush aitE''3 vere 
establis:led on the sout!i, soutlr.rest, end the ~lest, but no ener.tr 
aetivity ',las experience~l during the nicnt. 

Durin::; the tit'le the 2d Dnttalion, 10th Infantry was pro,t'.l:ing 
lor dc::?loynC!l~, t."l-J.e 1st E:-igc.de Co;ru;lrulder Tlas alerted <:.t 100, to 
t'.OVA one ini'E'.!ltry battalion and the briGade TAC CP in that "roar to 
Q.er ... :i LO!. T'ne 10t Be~te.lionf 2d I:.1fll.:'."';;l.j' cO:f~encec the move at 12:!i4 
hours U3in:; C-123 ar.d '~V-2 n.i.rcrnft. ''::·hc brigo.de (lased the airfield 
at Q'J.'J~ r,OI at 1530. ~\t 1622, ttq ls:' Batt,:Qion, ?~ Infantl.7 cOL'l:i:l.en.oed 
en e..ir:'l.0".:l~.13 as:::,,-ult into LZ BJ>u::::, ha:) 2.) end b;;r at-out 1715 had 
closed into the area al~d DElG<l-"l. D~!qep111':; e':'~·L";1!i.rd. 

Shortly cl"ter the contac~ "'.11.:3 rc;oorted, the nnm L(:~iG Pl.'oVince 
C:'1ief o;..C'~red Ul"'.Hs i:-, .. :J.edie:toly a·,aile.blc to him for sUP:,?t'rt of the 
1Gt In:".ll·;·,;.-:'! !)j:,·'.sion. "l"he 3d 'i're,')p, 1st Cu.vall.jT", t.:;:'7i.T, t7i+.h 20 .\!'Cls 
rcil1.forccd "";rit:h i;~f' .5l~. Gof,pa'"'"y, 1.)., i:attCllion, Sth R:.:;i::lent f ·...:~Vl'r, 

"ere ~.·~·~lic:1ad. ::'..1 the 1 S·~ 8~uadron, 4t!"l Cn:,nlr,". At 1100 hou.n~ the 
U.s. 1.t:.'7i.so:= re?,vrtcd t·J t:te 1st Infa.'ltry :;)i'rision (;.) fr,r 8 1.~i.ssion. 
i:e Tl"az di::::-cdei tl? ir_-,(>c"'.il'.tcly !Jroe"ed north on Hou"te 13 to liI~c up 
t;ith TI.~,. ele,-C'lts e.~ C~lec;' Point 1. 'I'hi3"o11:'..D acco::l."plished am1.. the 
-~lock:.n:: :,osi tion este.~lic:'cd at l'l.?pro:::.:iI;v.ltely 1300 hOUr9 (skate!! cap 
5). T:,c 9t:-:. i;c:;i!:l~t nau. one other eO~:;·J..n:.t iJr~'!"lediately available fo]! 
o:;:'J.l~tio::J J ':~1ic:' r::o .... cd to ':"oC'.'.ra t~e i.:lr-... d.::~e at Check Point GO!,)}·':;; GA'l'E. 
Ti1~ ::'~:;i'.;!a.l Force co-.pa-"l::ez '-o:ca sec· .. n:i.r .. g the road bet,leen the :'1ridg-:l 
t:!...~:l iIe:" . :1,:1:";. On·~ co::!pe.;y of th<i! 9t!t Regi'1lcnt ':,an called bf'.O!C .i"ro:::l 
C~"1. op~:::etion sou:t;" of Q;_·.\;.r LOr us a pO!3'!i"bLe escort for the move of 
a4 e=tillcrJ bettery north on ~~ute 13. 

A~ ac,out 1100 ho':.rn, t-.:o Crill CO:~.::"I'1.1iCB -.rere sent ;!:"om LOC !02nI 
ul'.. 1'.';3t"!.:-:.Cd. bloc:~in:;' ~~"1i tic.;;." ::.or.;h 01' t"t.e ~,dttJ.e ar-:..::.~ 
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CONFmE~~TIAL 

'I'ht> 1:'Jt 3ettalion, 23th I::1fantrJ 'l7c.s ol.'a.ered. at 102·) hours to 
DOve fro!', ~('\~:G n.;; to QUAl: LOI. T'ne 'oat,~,.,J.io!l closed a+; ':!tLl! LOI at 
,-620 c.."l.cl A 33,tt€l."Y, 2d Da:ttalicn, :I)d ,t'.L·tillo:.:ry uoved by Z!T-t\.1 f'rom 
SOi.iG ~~, olo:Jin:-; at 2245. 'I-~ia bn.tteJ:;:r ,fan r:lo'led to LZ TILLJJ (!:lap 2) 
ct 1115 hOUX3, 1 Julj. 

A-:: 1~,2.0 hoUJ."'S, the 1st B3.t~alionl 16th I.-ll'n= .. try was ordered to 
teminate its ope:re:tion, rett:.m to LLI ?:J:IE: and p:.:erare !'or moverc.e!lt 
on order. At 1430 2d Battalion, 16th Ir'..fa'1try tr:lS ord:~red 'to nove 
one con:>~~ fro!:! the 2d Bri;<.',de Hase Cn:np to P!!UOC 'mIT! and the bat­
t·~icm (-) to LA! lrnS. The 1[1t :Battalion, 1Sth rr..fantry clOSE.',d into 
:r •. u IffiB at 1715 anoi the last of C CO:::lpar.y, 2d. 5e.ttalio:r, 1.Jt.ll Inf'antxy 
t:'e.s on the -va::; to PHUOC vr::::lI in iixed 'P.in(; aircraft by 1813. 

The 2d r:ta.tte1ion~ 2d. Infa:.-;ry co~enC'ed, noviL.; froe LU tIm at 
1600 hours utilizinG' C .. 123 altd C '/ .. 2 aircraft. J".ll eleIaenta of this 
batta.lion had clo:3ecl into Q,u,'.;r LOI ut 1710. 

1 - 2 ;r"~y (u) 

O!l 1 Jt.ly, £0110W' up Mt:.O:l. cont.inued Blj'ainst remnant:! of the 
271:Jt I'C ;J.egincnt. TnQ 1st .Battalion, 2d Infe.n.trJ secured LZ ELUE 
es Battery A, 2d De.'t'calic,m, 33d Artillery Tla.:J lifted by CH-47 to 
support future operations. Corr.pe...'1Y C remained to secure the LZ while 
the rc>=!e.inuer of the battalion .!loved to 6E::i,,:~ tile bridge at ;:'1' 603996, 
lin::..up vith the 1s't Squadron, 4th CavalrJ (-); and 'ftith B 'froop 
proceed to Objective 1 C:v 6)3027). Troop C joined COl!lP~ 0, 1:3t 
3stte.liOit, 2d lnfa!1tr,r at I,Z BLU!::. 

Tl".e 1st Battalion, 28th rn.re.ntr,r o'Jnductcd un airmobile assault 
into LZ ,~1t::z;i' (XT 616995) at 1000 hourfl. T'r,c battalion :::1oved to aeou::e 
Objectiv'l ::1 '_3-"~I,LI. (:~ 623996 h left. one cc:npsr.y i.Yl blockin.:: l}osi tional 
(".r..d p:::'ooeetled to v-ioin::'"Q-' of ;~ 7?1021 to conc.u.ct e sear&l of the 
be.ttle area of th'J IJJ::e-..-:i.c-:w ds;;. LiGht cQr.t.:lct was m.:lc.e "ilith ::>mall 
groups of '7C. 

The 2d I;e.ttelion, 13th Ir"..f&ntr.l" contint:ed to sea.rch tho battle 
area c:..1d u!".co\l'ercd nu':J.orrms shallo" gra'l"~~ U'.d additional 're bodies. 
At 16co hon!:'s, the batt,alion co;,ductc:c:. an .:;.ir!:lcbiJe usseult on LZ PlltK 
(XU 592025~' end ,"'ccupicd -pcsi->;io::d Por the l:igl.t as sho~ en Overlay 1 • 
Com~y ,A. :r:~c.e r..l'.mtact m ~;1 -I;:'~ Ire a::d CO"~'2.r~.: C a"!.0. E!ccer~ ?la:toon' ware 
sent to reinfo:rD~. Eorter lL'1.<i 5n&11 tl.r.::.J 1'i:.:e uas received. ur~til con­
tact UD.S broken at 2030 hours. At 0545 hou..."'S 2 Jt'.l.v, tho ovcrni,:;ht 
position!:: of .\ Conp~:..·, C CO::J.pany, c:,~1 I!:ec('r. :--~lato0!';'. 't;"e:.~p. taken under 
fire b:," VC autOP.'c/,ic ,,'capons BT.d uort<'.rs. '7.10 v'C tb::n lal~nohec1 a. 
series of five n":"ault.s iron t:.ll d.i.rcr.tions; bu';; 1:.nt.: attaok W!l.s 
countererl l)y fi)"~ '3UPJ'-'1:rt il'O;', ~til) cr'J, c:ur. flh.i.p~~..- !l.'"ld J':iGh car 
bo:tbe=s. A to~;-• .1. ::if 6·j !:iO:ct:'C9 -"ere llmm '.:;::r {lSl.:' _C..;;~toX' oo:nbers 
ond inolu(icd 01,;", ~ Ld.r aup~.)o::-:t b:r tr,:::'8~ :.'J .I.V-:;:;, l.:S::"~'.",: f;j..-:Y SPO'l.' (ra.dar 
bO:::l.binG) techniquea. Cc:r.pars:3 \H)S L:ovcd .'.' 07)0 ::.curJ to reinforce 
CO:!l-penies J\. and C and co:J. t,:ct tras bro>;:(:n t_ '; U;C(I hC'.lcrl ¥ f. 10dy count 
of -m dead revealed. that the aVa,chi-:-,; jd '"3,;p,alio;;., 2731 'ie !.:e.in 
Forca ne{Ji.rcent suffered the lOG!: (·f 75 kill'_"':'. 

At C710 hours, the 1st I'!?;:.t3.lion, ?6dl :!ilfar.t:::'y coved. from over­
niGht pO:"litlons to s'.lpport thl.l 2,1 Ea~~clio~,~ 1at~ I.'1.fant:::"J_ Link-up 
m~,s mc:.dc at 0930 hours end bClth b.:!.ttalions ;>.('arched the .::.ref;. around 
tho defe:1Sive peri::!eter.. The 'Jf;"~ 3attalio~, 23t~~ IniCl""it:::'";7 than 
oontinued north to;7e.rd LZ I{\~;;;:;:: (i:U 550,1) bu~. t".n.t:!.e no contact. 
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'I'he 1st ~att<aJ.ion, 2d !?tfantry, minus C CO:::lPa.."lY a.t the arlille17' (7' base, a!:selllbled O!'l Route 13 a."ld wa3 hclilifted into LZ Inn C,U 557050), closin-; I'\,J,; 132') -Cl. This 12; ond adj.3.cf?nt LZ 'JHIT~ (Au 657037) were seoured b~- '-.~ :B and a, 1f'!t Squa.r~t'On, 4th Cavalry and. 8:~taohed ARVlr !.}'C troop e. _r~o cornpa.v. 

The 2d Batte.lion, 2d Ir.f'ant:r:y l1M hl"1ilifte! into LZ pJ}1( E'.nd relic ... ·ed the 2d I;:lttalion, 1 S"';h Infp.ntrJ' .,hieh returned to control o.f 1st Jnfantry Division at 1550. During th~ night the 2d Dattalion, 2d Inf'c.l1try Ca::10 under ::lortc.r B,ttack r.b.ich appeared L·ter to have been a cO'rer for the \7i thdra.~;aJ. o:f the va to tne eouth>rect and !1orth­ueet. L !),:f'a~p of the area. was tlade rrith only 1lI.inor oontact. 

PI:lE SUP1{)!lT (U) 

At the time D Tl.'Oop me:·ie contact, a preplanned air strike we.s in progress viein1t"J XT 7499. The aircraft had eotllllenced dropp:l.nti CETI' at the t:be Col Leuane notified the for;ra...-d air controller (FAC) that the arIl'.orcd colunrn Tdl.3 in conh.c:". -The pilot pulled out of his southca~t to northwect direction of fliGht a~a brought r~a aixoraft c!Oml the \rest side of Route 13, expendinG the re!:lainder of his CBU, lTapc.lm, and 20rnm. A lAr,Je e=oup of V(, o7era eeen running east along the tr~il north of the 7ioe paddy. The ne%t flitr.t concentrated on the loes a.t Check Point 3 end. the trail. A second FAC arri verl e.bout 1030 and startea. t1o:rking along- the trail. Col Leu8J'le requested the erea alon3 Routo 1} about 300 meters from the road be hit, horrever, the troo", co!:::!,:c..~dQro requestod i i; be mO'led eloser to the road .. Durinrr t~\e da3h of Lt Colel:J 3d Platoon for.rnrd trith the infantrJ, a napalm strike was pln~ed along aide the .. est of the road nRsieting hie I:lOVCT:).ent. Col Lerrane called for a prep..3.ration on r.z 2, but delayed tho; c.duaJ. lcndinC nhen he t7as notified that ni: .. :craft Tlera on station with CDtT. This strike t7as ,In.ced from the 00 crrid line to the LZ. A!:ter the LZ preparetion, air strikes 'l7ere ilirected to the "est to cover trail<t on trhich 'IC were n:" thd.rn';7ing in group~ of from 5 to 15. Nnp.l:u. a·i;rilces nere placed a:lead of the advcncillti 2d 1Ie.ttalion, 18th L-.:~ ~tr.f. 

Fron the initial r-re:;?lo..'meit. I';tr1kc, c103e air SUpPort \ias oon­
tinUO'.!3 l.r:.t:. unlioited. A tot~l of 88 sorties \Tere .flo<nl (LS follows I 

A4 - 24 
FleO 40 
Al 10 (V1:I.? ) 
F5 6 
F4 8 

Ei.:::lt ::::'.:!:plos::" 'Ie 
l1a,.::.lm 
c:.m 
noc1mto 

- 42.3 tons 
- 48 tons 
-11.5 tons 
- 160 

7}:c~~ nag a ninim\l~ or one ?AC on stltticn at all times. ~['hese ?l.Co "e!.'c i;1. constnnt cot:'.r.r.l.'1.iC.'l.tion t:ith eithBr the equ9.G.ron co:u:nander, 3-3, 0= ·i;raop COr:ll)".enc.crs. 

A:::tiJ.1 ~r.r direct S'J.::'I'ort ncs pro'/iderl b:..· 13at .... 'Jry B (155mm.) and :Batter.:~ !l (8"), 8th :re.tte.licn, 6t:h }.rtillery located at HO:T qu_,,-'1 (XT 762C::''1). rattcr:r B fi:r~e. 548 =o-~'..d.s U.'11 .3n-!:ter.:r D i'ired. 277 i'ro:n thl:l ~,;i",9 contact l.'M na'~c l:''"ltil about 1 ?0} ho-.lrs. 
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Defcns!'IC concentre.tiOl~s had becn plotted alonG' t'hc route "'hich !'acilit3.ted ground ollscrvcr3 'I'l'it~l tho ealu:.::: to:> c<ul :or fire. liowever, T.los~ or t:"e ~ssions nere adjuntcd by air d;s~:rve't"S.. 'Ii thin nir..utes a!'ter contact bZC2.n~ an air QC::er'cr ':Tan o'J'cr th".' i-attle area. Fire f:"a3 ::tost intense from tho n.:>:.:thcast a.'"ld nortlmcst End <".rtillarJ TTaD !'jred on "the trai.~ nOl-th o£ the rice p~_d.dy. ':'h~sc fi~s trere shii'tea to the iTooe.ed :.l.:!."ca nortl-t o£ S::-~OK OOliG. Col Lr:l't;'ane 'i.hen directed that art:::le:;.:,-' t,"ould £ire to the e.e.s~ of ROlJ.te 13. This 'rras eontinu~d until SUCD. -time as he ei!'ected that artillery b~ .,laced as a block alon: t~le strea.-ui'1.e to the t7cst. ArtillerJ we.:; also twed in the ;?reparation of LZ 2 a.'"ld shi£ted ,riol: to the la.'ld.ing to the 'I7001s on the no::::,':;". Artillery continued to bloc}: alor..G" the ot:: .. eW:!.ne to tho trest e_i"hr the infant:::! dcplcyed. GroUT.f.l of .,.~ "'~-:"'"l scen to walk into' the .fire, lyincr do':.'n or cettinti in hole:! be"t;\1(lcrt voll~s.. &J 1700, re~istanoe had e~d~, but air ~~d artille~~ contiaued to 1ntex­dict likoly assc:!bly l!re~ md routes of tri theraual. Interdiotion oontim1.ed thro~hout t.i10 night~ 

In add! tion to air a.'td artil1ety, hel1copte:r gunships suP?Orted the en,:,--a:;ed "UJlito. It 094) ho' .. u:s en &.!:ned CH-47, GO-GO 154, recejved an ar.:bl!Sh reaction tlission in sU!lport 01' tiJ.e artlored oolumn. Coni,l'ct l'l'as nada ltith Col r~Cf73.lt'" at 100C ho'.lrs. 'lne pilot rras briefed on the aitua~ion ~.nd made lUi. iL'~cd.ia~e b:tt~ck on the enomy f'o:::-.... es 100 meters west of Route 13. The fi=-st ait.:tck" nas Q.:lIle e.t '1008 houxs using 20m1l1 ~~d 50 cali~er zuno and 4Cno '0Xcnade~. J\r~cr the fi!'6t P~S, Col Lewane requested thnt rire bo ooved to uitllin 25 to 51) tlctera i"roJU the road ~'td the seco~d attack wp~ cede uB~ncr the sa~e ~~apons. A ~~1rd pasa T.aS 1l.;"C'i~ -uaiy..:! 1·:-18 (7.62 ::in:i . .guns) and 50 -:eliber .1ide a."'1d rear guns. The l'd.:ni~'t<.ns appeared to ha .. -c little SUpproDtiYQ afi'ect e.."'1d the air­craft r8ceived cevera! hits. Tr~~snia3ion ~ax.n1nrr lights, oil yres­~ure, o.:.'.d tC::lpernturc: €D.uC"~s indicOJ.ted he;;.rJ ..:!""~-~aee and E'..n iI,1m!::ldiate la..'tdi.~ "'i1as :mn.C_1l in the rice pad<.( eaDt of Route 13. A oheck ind.;;.­oeted the nirc:caft wa.s scl'e "t-: .fly ana. t;.le aixcrr..ft returned to Q.U/.1f LOI to l'.sc-ntni.'1 the e:.:t~nt o~ i!c.roag-e. At 1130 hours, VU!~G TAU nas conte.otec. ::or a rcp:'-"cer.:p.!1t n::i..·:: .. ·.:U't "hie:, arri'led a.t 1';00 and contin',.'.ec1. ailtn.cks on enO!1j~ t:c'ooP:J, C"ccl\.:ltion :co~-:'~r:;, asse~1J::r areas. l"!Ild c1030 suppor~ o~ clc:-.-2'nts cccu,,Y"ing bloc?.in3" '~osi "tiona. 
O~e:!:~:';1o~s 'r.i~h n:rr::p.cl Chi!tOI")Y..:J ended at 2815 hOUl--o. sortiE-::- "-rr.l:ts! flo':m by a::::nea U~-I_1:rIS both as CI)'Fer i:or the Chinr)ol~ end e.·3ai:r.13\ ttf'::":b~ts selected by Co ... i.e-wane. 

~e:~r 103SC~ i.,:cluded<: 

270 KIA ,":: .. -~:y ~ou.'1t) 
300 XI!. ':;7: .. :>ab10) 

7 VC (:;:.~";;'i yos 
40 S:tall A~-:lS 
2} C=ew Served ryea?ons 

1635 Rou.'ti!J of J .. ri.A-:.:.nitio!l 

1st Squadron, 4ti: Ca.y.~.t:.-

lQi WIA 
nq T:.-oop "5 n Troop 7 g )(JJl 3~ C Troop ..2 DOli 1~ 

Total 12 55 
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2d Battalion, 13th Infontr.r 

KIA ';IIA. 
A Co::!ps.ny -1- 12 
II Co~:peny 1 10 
C C{".:l~nn;:'· ..!i. (1 00:7) 11 

~'otal 7 39 

Seve::t ~ored. pcrso:mcl cn.rrl\~rs encl four tanks were de.me.;Jed. 
One l'le:::!';c~1.!lel carrier &.."'l.d one ffil-1) r.ere destroyed. 

co~rCLUSlo:rr (u) 

An tho reaction forces continued to searcl: tho battle area, oon­
clusive eviclenee mls fo\md that the 271st VC ReGimont had been deciG­
i-.rcl:r <lo.fco.tcd. and acnin fa.iled in its aCElirned tUasion to destrny 
U.'3. e.r7,'\ored forces alan.; nouto 13. Tho Z',ut of 271at rtegioent ...an 
be att~ibutod to sev~ral si~ficant faots, 

From the .first indication of contact \Ultil the VC withdrmT in 
defeat, L'(; Col Lauer"a n2.$ i:1 co:nple'~e CC>lr.r.:and of the situation., ... t 
the ti~13 of contact, the squ!ldrcn uan '.1 ... '1dcr OPCQN 2<1 Battalion, 13th 
Infa.'"ltr.:. B~.::ausc he had co::'!.pletc control of the 8i tuntion, subor­
dinate ale::o:.e:1ts of the 2d :Battalion, H":th Infa.."ltl."".f \"Jere placed under 
h:'s con-~rol ,,"he..'"\. coc:-'....l ttco. to the battle. ~~CElpt for short !lcriods 
o'f time 1l!1en he returned. to rc>fucl, hI] uas over the battle area. 
D-..ll."iJ1..[; hi~ abscnoa, he had hirJ S-; replace hi.Jl to control the action 
n.>:ld coordinate tho fi=o su.,~rt. Col 1cr1flna ling in COI1:Jtnnt com.­
r::.unicatio~ ".lith his "troop ~;~:!UUldCr3t artillery o'JSCrvflro, .:oruard 
air con:~rol1e::-s, a...d :ill.!1.ships. lIe coordinated all the: fi ..... .:.5 to 
insure t::e.t tr.e rnaxir.!''':''-, E!..")O'X-lt of ur_int~.rrupte1 i'irepolre:e ootad be 
broU0ht to beftX' on the c::1c::t~ forces. 

L~ 001 l!eChr".rstc.l' s r:-lr:::1s .f1J::' dcp1o~"r:lent of the rIlrid reaotion 
fo=ce ze:.red r..~'1...v valua~le· :::li::tutcs, prc.,cr.ting n lnraer number o£ ',"C 
fron ~ithdxa~in$. 

Tne {l,t'lcisiC'n of' Genc==.l DePuy to divert helicopteo:-o for the 
lift of C.'. 3~"~lion. lCth rnfa.~tT.7. coupled with tho movc~ent or 
B COl!lj.'.~:~-~ '-7 Yd:i.cle to t::'e pic:h.-u, :OO!"'.€! cut to a r:dni::1U!:'l, t!le time 
b€!t'itee~'. l~:::i..'"l'; of t..~e ttm CO::::l:pa.'"l.ieo. 

Preyle~~ei airst~kc. trcre available for diversion to the area 
o£ contact a~d ouboe~ucnt closs ~r support was contL"luous. There 
nas u..'1:ULntccl. SUTl'0 ... ~:t uii.h -.-arJinc- qua.'1.titics end types of ordnanae. 

l';ec''::;:u e.n1 :".' ". "'­
of the bc:~·aa a;.. .•.• 

Col Le;t~~G. 

~aliter artiller.y was 
I rapi~~v responded to 

availab 1. ~ "I7i thin ran;3'e 
requcst~ for fire b7 

7roo::? C r.e.s n{' ~ ir...i tL:,.ll:7 e."l::;a.:;-t>d t'nd WllS aveilll.ble tor i:'II'\ed­
iate re:::"J;"'IJ'o:tceJ:.e-r..~ on Col !..IC"a.'1.C'3 order. 

'lne tre::e:';:)us ~",.sc o!" f'iro2' 1<12. flo':":"n ~r the t.~.'1ks EUlc1_ per.son:n.el 
C~=i2=3, c'.n~ll:c. wi'~!1 t:-'IO tc..'"1",cit:,- ,lith '"hich pm,:or .. ·.n.el f01..'.'_;ht and 
t::a o,:-tc ~a::.QlL': leade:::-s:--:':, ::;. vcn tha r.l.('n, nare instr\l!"llent!u i!'l. over­
cC'::1i."':!.'; ::hc ::l~t'ric--l:!..:" ""::_''''l'io::::' 'Ie foree. A!J squad. and rln-toon lCF.ders 
,;r"":"Cl U0'.'.!:'_'ec. ar ,·;':::;i::::tE'..'l:o i!:1.":J.m~iate1y asaumod cOlrJ::anQ BO that 
c.i. no ti!:.o ".'er ... ~;,e ·,:::,.)o!"s lac:dr • .'; di;l:cction" 
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The title oontact was mado iD particula.rly sienifieant. The 

bc.t'tle started at 09'S laavin3 ten hoUZ'S of daylight for the D.?'.ttle 

to eavelop, a reaction force t~ be comc1tted, and a search ~r the 

battle ~a to be conducted after contact 11.:'..5 broken. This denied 

th( C~~~ the capability to police ~he axea. 

\leather cond.1 tiona did not limit the abil! t:r of' the i'orward ·air 

cc::tt:rollers or artillery observers to place effective fire on the 

cne=G". 

L"'l.cl -- ~':r\P 1 .. 1at rr..! Div Troop Dispositions 

?~P 2 .. Area of Operation 1:50,000 
!.': .. \P 3 - PICTO;.~ Area of Opera.tion 1125,000 
Sketch }.~ps '1 .. 6 
OVC!'rlay .. :Battle of no KRlGHOU 
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BATTIS OF LOC NINli RUBBER PLlNrATION NARRATIVE 
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ANXEX B Combat Opcr<l_tioC'.:.. .\ftcr Action neport, Co-J€'ration El.. PASO II/IU 

Battll3 of' LCC ~;-i;,'H Hubber Plbntat::"on Karrnti .... c 

The Ba.ttle of the LOC i:n.ri F.u:)b'1r Plantat.:t on wao conducted under 
the canopy- of the eently :'"'.,)1.l.i..'1.g we :UNl--! Rubber Flant,;,tion two kilo­
t:'!:.t..erS west and nor'.:Jrwcs';. of tOC ~n:;:{, coord XU 737097. Vegetation 
under the 60 ,foot rubber trees "'as t'.6gli[;ible. l-!eather for the opera­
tion 'Was fair with the exception of hec.-q ground fog in the early 
::::.orning. The foe del~.yed the helibornc portion Ol~ the operation from 
0620H ~~til 0815n whe; the :Ofl dissipated ~ufficicnt17 to allow the 
rill-l D helicopters to ~.; t:':.eil~ lift of C:lC CI;)G plo.toon and one platoon 
iro!:l A COt=:pl..'V into the 12 vic coord:W 702112. Touchdown was i10835H 
Jun 66 ~ol:"o;..'ing a £1 ve l:.bu:'~ S':l...."1ship ~pa ... ~ation in the area_ 

Tho ground block1np.; '<'!le:nen'i:.s, tl.O platocn!3 :trom A Comp.any, 2/2sth 
In! c.o!'~rted the LOC NIt:l1 :u-~a' at. O'/15H llC:-..g i~ute Rw ano. Eoute BLUE, 
respectively. At 0735H t!'e3(l e:;'er.:::!r.:~.s rep.:a'"t·E:tt r~ceJ.yjn;3 SA .fire from 
epproxi."I.!'t.ely one pl .... toon of 'iC vir.: '::vol'(\ AlJ 715:)<}). A Comr..any's Slm:n 
tlortara • .... ere tired into the iU'ea ·."'Iith unkno~m res'.;lts. In the same vic, 
at. OB10H, thG blo.-:king el'J.-r.ents had three h"Qimded. by SA. fire i'rmll the VC 
positions at the top of lli.1J. 1~:0. The 81;nm l.urtars from A "At:'Ipruly were 
again c.::tllQJ. on the hilltop. iollowing the n1vI'"t.Z!.r bar.r<t€e the t'.<rO 
blocki~~ platc~~s moved into positions to thq sv~th end e3st of the VC 
locations on IL..ll 150, \'ie; coord Y.U 715015. 

'rne heliborne ele;r.cnts aft.}r their iT):i.'c.i.al Lmdill2'., hedded south ' .. 
tc-·:ard their original objective of thd Vi:t.Jape .':. 10 co:;,plex, cente.red 
at XU 710100. A.t 0249H tb~ blockine elenenT~~ l.·zported :-eceiving MG fire 
from a hmker At vic coord XU 717095.. Upon rE'"ceiving this information 
the ClOG/A COT:lPaT'.Y ele::':.c:nt.s olltered their ~1.35ion ,1.~)d =vved south to 
a:;s:"::'~ azainst ""hat '.';;>.:3 no~"" estir..ated to ~e .).t ll;!ast one VC platoon .. 
erltrcnch~ on top cf Hill 150.. A CO:":1l<'"lny 1 .. pl.!lt00n hoyed to the north 
of the VC positioM t.yir.g 111 .... ;ith the two bl.,:.:;..un.g i'Ol'ces on the ('-t.st 
and SOUt:1J thuo fo~'7:li.i1E· ~ U·'"::;hap~d ril.g Ct .. en t:J tile r:.~. Tha ClOG platoon 
at.te:!ll?ted to penE::trate th"J 'lC posi'ticns inA' too "ttl." bt.:.t -;ere repulf"cd by 
h':!ary 5:, tL:.lc1. IX fire cO!!':Lnr, '~r0Zl. +;n~ ·.~e D. (.:"~renchet"l er.cny. T"ne CIDe 
cle~·~nts th:n d:UJplaced, tJ:in,::: in "'"ith A Corr:p"'r.y's obcking ele::lcnts on 
t:1e snu":.h. 81:n:n nort·:.r3 ".,'ere irtn:xli<lte.l;:~ c...allcd in to the north, f)eallng 
off any VC r(.t!t~ of 'hi. thdr .... ~.c"!.l. 

Due to the intensi.:.y (l~ t.h;.: ;ig:r:':'1A~ C Co.a;~u~f ... as alo:;:.ltec. at Q910H 
to be prepared to move on foo~ to 9.Ssist \ C·).'tlP?.!lY· At C?4Oii C Compe.ny 
l\<'!.5 ordered to I:1.0Ve in &Up'~·, ... ,:-t 0' th~ alK.:e:'.t~ ~"::"'C'",d hill '50. By 
10JOH A and C Companies l"_.d lin':~cd up, C Co;;-.;."-y .. y ';'~)"':""g ar;Jllr.rl toward 
coord XU 713098. As C Compa:w rr:C)', ... ~d. t.o o::}ffe;"':~. 't.i~ :J..'l, ~, Compa~' indicated 
tr...at VC were movinr: to t(I'l!:.2 t.('wU''lI-!.~1..117;, vi.;; co~n·\i Xl) 7:·~11"1.1. C 
CO!tpan..v \0.':13 th~n 6rd8red ~-<;/ . .:.t'.~ ix~,t~ali0!1. ·~or::.,,:r.C..:!l· ... 0 r.l.ove 'lort.h to 
i:ltorcept and att~ck t.ho 'I:; .:1l t·.ha:~ ,.L:tnit.,··. 

Upoll· anpro.otr.:hi,~g· ~o(Jrd :-:rj 7201 Ol~ C Ctu,\,,\,,~· r<l.."'1. into ~n:.cnse ground 
fire f:-o:'!l at le .... ~t 0:1(' VC; CO~XU1J- '::i:.,;.J.y n;', t"t"!;w'>: .. ',-, h! :'I.:.l:kers with 
0",-crh~2_d cove,:" i:l the vic ~r H. .. ll 1 n. ;'I"j .:.::"~: .. ~'.d 4.2 11 tr..)rtar firo 
lias called on t.hc VC po:>iti0115 rul~~ .~:.) the ll\.~ t:, ~v '.)!"= .rer.t 'tne VC from 
CSC3.pinc:_ At 12'JOli C Cc.r.t~\"1.~r r~(.u(':::;t.\.!d au::u~,i.." .. iC':-. :·~supp1.Y lCn~'. f'llrther 
a~sista:1ce to naneuve;r ':'L:~;~Gt the (.oJ.<:...:y .;.'Ol'(", .,.. less tn.'ln "15 minutes 
t""O helicSlpt.or lOAds of ar.t"1Ur.ition werE> r~irdrop~d on C Col'!lpany'l!! front 
lines. The necon Plat00il ',,:.13 ·irJl~e-j5.atels dhp;-~t..c~1ed on foot -frO:n LOG NINH 
With still :J.ddltio!' .. ~ <L'7!.n.'1ition e.r.d a .rd.ssion of n~d!.n& the C. Comp.'lny 
attacldng ele'-1C':1t.s south of Hill 177. 
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MJ\EX: B COr.!bat Opera.tions I.!tp.-r Action r .. eport, Operation EL PASO II/lII Battle or Loe HINH I!ubber Plantr..tion HBrrative (Con It), : :., ~ 

The Racon element moved to A C~pa..""lyle CP loc1ltion" vic coord XU 720092 and thC'n proceeded nor~h to assist C CoopanY1 ld.llJ,'lg three 'VC snipers along the -..my. At 1330H Re.::on and C Cot:l;:lnn:r linked up with Reco~ being pleced on C Company left Clank vic ccord XU 717104. In pre­pc.ration £or an aSS31J:t, more artillery ":as fired on tlu VC positions r.ro·..LYJ,d Hill 177. 'r.le attack c01lI."r.encE'd at 1425H with C ('.ol:rpany on lir.e c~st "t:o ";";cst <md the' He>::>n Platoon pinching in; on VC tre!1~lT ... -ork from the '\-rest a.lol\!'! a ritir,eline runni:lg nort~ vic .coord XU 7151 t.3. 
f.~ ":.!ll.s point the VC c.:lnccntrated t:,;eir fire on Reco~ ~nd C C(;z:ip.-""Iny j'::1a.toC'n on the left, hurling gremvles and firing SA from the tre.ea. . Slr."!1.!l.tflrlC·Ot!S!y, the VC bee'!." hittinl; the 4ecnn Pl~""o.,r. I a left .flenk. 'l>.i.th int:e:"isificd 5.\ find A:: £ire. The Pecan in turn· attenpted. to f<Ul baC:: to ?:'c'tcr.t the ve enveloping t'lQvcment. v.'hilt: in the process of acr:oMplishing tr.is ~~euver, the VC moved a ~~chinegun into. a trench ozcupied. by the. rc:·::.ir.inr; Heeon elen.ents, rest:.lting i:-; the VC overrunnine t!le positions. C COr.Tp~ny L-7:'lcd.ietcly countered -"d.th its reserve pl,."1toon1 clirninr.t.1ng the'VC resictl\ncc, pushing the cne!7 off Hi~.l 177 into the artillery vol1e~'s to' the north t..'"'d northt-'z:;l, terr"..l.nf.ltinf this portion of the "-1:o.ttle,at around 111615H Jun 66. 

HeM ... ,hile, in the A Company area to the south, C01~$ecuti va a.ssaults fro", the north; south1 and ~"'est railed to dislodge the VC .from their ent.rc:1chcct positions. : A eIre COr.lpany movir.g west on patrol was diverted into a block1.n~ position vic coord XtT 700090. A CoI:1p<1.ny IS S7mn mortars co~tinucd" to ,ound the VC' positions~ but to no apparent avail. The -batt:llion cO;.:'13.r.rier then d.ecirled to ("o~t his final reserve,. B Com~, at ~430H, at the Sa."Il6 time novins the CIDG eOl:l'X'!hY- east to XU 7130:9.0 ,into 
;>. !"lore <,.c~vn~ "ef,co'.l.s blockir..g and !l'.aneuvering loc:>.tion. ; '.,' ':),~..: 

... r ·,<;1.'.';' .• r:-" .;: ~'1h::lr.:a COmiX!.!l~;' lir .. ";:ed up ..... 'ith .\ Co~p'?.r.y A.t t500f.{ 1:.ha:l\ Comparyj;',' clement.s were rcpo3itio:1ed to <lilo .. : the arLille.r: to- fir~o·.a.. prep~r~1ti0n all .:;.lonG Hill 150 prior to an o.s~ault by B Cor.:pany'-J.:,ln:1<ne.meantiM. ":.he ClDG ~ln.t.oon atta('1.cd to t..' Co:np.."'tny a."ld positionAd,.vic ccord XU 714093 retreA.tGc. to the em:.t!1 after t.~H;)ir i;-:terp:-ete:r hC\d" '..1een :1-"..illed. b-"J the ve, tr.'.lS r:·"zon.U.:"'tp.: n. g:lp i:1 the A CC''li':)..,,\ny' lines on tr.e :s6u~h-.·:. The S;;' Advisor then ~.;ir:\."!(-:'"'\ Co:!rc!!(lY' u.'1t.il thc·he.ttle·'<':1dcd_. '1"·r r: ... : .... ; ... 
- , .' ': . : ; • ',. ,." ',<: ~; : 

F'ollo-..n.ng a ::rLxtcen ·vol.l.e":r a."'till~ry :lx;.1'::'qardJr.ent·, B Company assaulted Pill 150 at 1630:-!, completely overru.'1in...<:: the ve J):)sitions. The VC fled to thSl couth and r.l:1 'into a' heavy·volu."'".n.'6f fire from the CIDG blocking .' io!"cE", caus:!..ng tr_c ·VC··to 'sC':'.ttor',5i'! :'n :co!::!plete disorganization. . • ,-", • .' J i ;.,' .. . ". .' 
Af~e::- 'th6'"final' a~s<\ult; ~'c6~s6lidations were.~de· in the battalion zone' oJ: ~ctiori~ C.?sb::>.ltie:3 "t-:et'e" ·then ev::!cuated) 8..l.'llUn:ttion resupply was . ei"!'e~i8c, 'and ·the lx .... ttl-:ficlc.· '·.'a!O' '~"I()licc:1 of V: bodies and equiJYnent .,~:/~':'.) a t:::.~ny..l~,h ,.card)' of t~"l'3. entire are£!.. The b"'it.t~ '.on then ID')ved on ~')c-':. b':'.c:-:·"t.? b?,-,:\) C<'..":m loC'':.tic:-r·;o.!"01.!cltt the toe I!HiH :ti.rstrip, tinaJ_ ci~"!..:':'6~~:;: clc"~~~': at 1 i21COi-i Jun~.~6~: 
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M;:..'E.'t B CO:lbat Operations Afhr Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III Battle of LOC NIIJH Rubber Plantation Narrative (Conft) 

The enemy force was' estimated to be trom hoo to three main force VC eo::rpanies. Because of the nature of res1st,mce th1s estiJoation ""as never apparent until approxililatel,y 1200H.. 

2. Er..elltV' Equipt!lent captured: 

a. 6O!=:l mort or each complet.e With ru:mun1tlon. 

b • SKS Russ1s.n Carbine - 1 each. 

e. PUlzertaust each with ammunition. 

d. MG-42 machinegun - 1 es.ch. 

e. Vt: webgear. 

f. VC m.edical supply. 

h. N~erous grenades, mines and small anus anmunit1on. 

3. Ammunitio~ Expended: 

a. 81nm. mortars - 400 HE, 14 m. 
b. 4.2" mortars - 95 HE, 5 HP. 

e. 105= Art7 - 111.3 HE. 

d. small arms -- two basic loads. 

4. Air Sorties Flolrr.'J'u Air was used to block VC route ot escape to the west side at '!;'ha battle area.. Sixteen sorties were flown by F-100 Ts, F-4CI5, a"ld Navy AlB aircrai't. Ordna..'1ce expended as f'ollows: COO, Napalm, 250 pound fragmentation bombs, 20tm1 cannon. 

-------------------------._----
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ANNEX B Co.'!lbat Opf;ratio~s After Action ?.e:pJrt .. Operation :El. PASO II/III Battle of LOe ;';U."1.1 Rubber Plantation Narrative (Con't) 

FRAG oaDER (C~~TIO~ EL PAeo II) 

2nd Bn, 28th Int,. 1st Int Div 
Loc !linh, South Vietnam (XU 7308) 
10T600H Ju.o 66 
KM 

TiEFCP.Ef!CE: l'~\P, SOUTH VlETNAH; 1 :,50,000 LOC tmJ-f 6346 IV; 1.OC THIEN 6346 III. 

1. MISSrm!: A Co ,.,/1 platoon C!DG condt!ct.s seArch ot Vil.lAge Nr. 10, Lac r:inh Rubber .f'lar.to.tionJ vie coord XU 720?, to clear area of local ve. . 
2. EXECUTION: 

n. Concept or operation: A Co (-) ..,/CIDG platoon attached, at l10600H COI:ll:1ences move by .foot an<i HU1D helicopter to surround 
Vill~e Nr. 10 a."ld clear it of VC and VC sympathizers. 

b. A Co: At 0600H two platooJ"l..9 follo ..... Haute Red a."ld Route Blue to blockine positions east and SO'..lth of Village Mr. 10. At 0630H one pl~toon .fro!:! A Co w/;:me platoC'on o:f CIDG heliillted 
~o LZ XU 701112., tlO'/e south, cond"J.ct search and clear or VC in Village Nr. 10. 

c. B Co: Be prepared to reinforce A Co on 20 ndn. alert. 
d. C Co: Be prep?red to reinforce A Co on S min. alert. 

e. Rea".,.. Mcrtar: GSt priority to A Co. 

r.. Recon: Reinforce on call. 

g. AT: OeI;o.o suppOrt. on call. 

h.. Coord.. Instructions: 

(1) A Co send one man to maintain constant coordination ldth cnG. 
(2) C-~'.r...sh1p prep of LZ f'i'-.,-e cinute! prior to landing. 

en ~ .... "'.; and VCS e.":acuated to Loc ~>inh on f ..... .;'i ... 

(4) Evacuato c.::J.5ualtie3 to rear en fO'1t i1' possible. Du~tort on call. D-":5toft !'l'eq: 45.7 

(5) FAC freq: 43.6 

! 
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A1'~!EX B Co:nbat Operntions After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/Ill Eattle of LOe NINH Rubber ?lr .... i.tation NarrativD (Con't) 
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AlOC'!X C C.:cbat. Opc~atior.s ArtC'r Action Report, Opc:-at:'on EL PASO n/llI Battle af J.iINH TK,\fH Road NarraUve 

The 272d Viet Cong !-:lln }'o!"ce ?cgtrncnt is COl1s:!.dered the elite regir.lent of the 9th VC .I)i'\'isit~;:~ HOl:ever, r.uri:Jg the B3.ttle of HINH THAJ:H Road. on 9 Jul,.v 196(". t':1:'.9 rcgir.:ent suffered its ~ecor.d c!ef~Rt ~ the 1st Infa.ntr:t Dh-isio:l u.n:i suppo::-ting rorces. ~ 8 .J\!n~·~966, tWQ' b.'lttalions c-f the 272d ;~e2:in~r.t h<l~ a.~~tacl(cd an arrXlrtd cavaL.,... col'l!:'l'Jl L:.d ~.'cre severel..v d~cirr.:l:tcd during the thr'.~e illlli a h:llt houl'S attack. T.,,,, P.itt~8 of HIR:i 1Hl,Nii ROo'o.d is an.other e.v..<:l!!l!)lc of, -t.he dep:!..rtul"Q from.; conve:fr..iOnaJ. tactics, the I st I~.rantry_ Divis'io:'1 had :e:tPcrienced d'.lring U-s i'ii".st :rear in the R'2r.J.blic o! South: Victr..i.'U. ;.. .. . . ~'. 
·The_ Eattle of :.:r:!E ~,"'~::-t Road 't."35 'one -of fiVe major· actions in -v.hich Vi'::~· Cong'Hai .. ~ For..:t: Reg::'~nts '~:ere engnr.:"!d and defeat:.ed by men ot tho' !lig'Red .or.e durin; Operahon 3L PASO~ "June':" JUly 1966.· The battle, 1·.s el.a~.·siC in "' .. :0 :-~sp<!cts. First was the plannin,g' a.nd axecut-ion. S.:-:~ond·, . tr.is wa~ no-l:: i'1:l in:-.t<l..~ce of ""':lere the VC alan") plannea the attack cnii" l<!tmc~ed. it·. at a ti!!:e Mel pl1l.ee oi' their choosing, l-.""l .... hdrawing bofore aC:~ -:i.late ret:ources, ":ere de-plo:l-~d in reaction. ' .. " r, . 

" 'Based on the 'O:-evious' 5ucct.!sses of ROADa~q o-oerations conducted by 8morcd cavalry- .forces, tht! Co~d..:..l1g General, ls:; Itlfantry DiVision, gave tho 1st Erige.de Co::'""Z:' .. :mder the tission of developir.g a plan to . lure thG Viet 'Co!'!€ into attac:Un,c;. tiS .::~"rces. Colonel Sidney B Be~r.r Jr ,'. received the mission, gaY"3 h:ts sLaff the conc(>pt. "r operaticn, And issued the ord~r for Operation OL1~:;LVLL FASO (O?WD 23-66), 6 July. The 1st" nrigad3 mission 'I'aS: lito positio:1. fcrees and eonc.uct reconnaissance 1n force to lure VC forces to a.'tl.bush/,attack the columr., enabling the 1st . '.~ Brig~de to c.estroy ~""C fo:-ct:s by" offcnoiva act:'or •• u C?eration OLY1IPIA ,,:as a :!l:'.llti-phasc pl1l.~ ir~ ~onccpt.J e.:!.sl1y modified to insure response to attacks on either' the :amt ::'iit\N1{ RCiad or }!ationt.l TIoute 13 south or A11 LOC. In ::-esponse t.o ,:d.d.it.i,m~l gu:.:.ddllce i!"on:. r.eneral DeJ-.... :y, the 10t Brigade inch:dod a i\;lr-.t llG.unst ':';:;OC CO!! Ti'J\NG. On B July, 8-Ilir:rulatcd aL~.)'Jila ass?:u:t. "~l'ld b;! .;·...,ndur.ten in1. ~ an I;:: vicinity SROC em! p.A"t·JG follo,.Jitl-J air ~.d artillery p~epat'c..tlon:; c<lltsing the ve tn be drai-.n into tte killir;.g zor.e of n. S-~;2 etrik~.. S'J.1;sE'!qusnt to l"e ceipt DE the r.U.sz.:t"onJ -extensi V$ pL"""tl".ni!1'-: ... recon."aisnncG ann' l-.'arr,rur.ing'· was con- . duetcd. All eont"'..anc.ers p."\~icl.;\·,"!".ed in the pln.n a.'i.·d kn~- cxact..ly what the philoso~.y was <L'"lC wh:'!'':::. tho othel;' co:r.;na,'"ltiers .felt.\ J thi5 .facilitnt·ed. the carryinG out of =~dEi(....'lt.l~~1~ wj:".~ tL mi:1i.....,'.:~.·of ra:dilj:,t:-~n:)J:d.s'ions once conta.cl ,.ras c;.::t:e. 'On' '1 .. :cl.""", Ph .. 1.:':: II or " .. hJ ';onr.ept'.-;of .. opert".t1ons ,,~ould CO:':l.':!ence with 'i'21s:<·For.c~ >:n.Acce:, consictinf,':6f ·1'i-o<:fp-g.'·S:3!":d.C' . 1/4 Cavalr.:r ar.d B Co~rcr. 1,..!. I.:1.::;:r:£~:-,-, (;ol:du(.t.in[( a .N··::vn.~w.ss3nce in torce 1l1o!lg Ro'..:.te KtT!.F"Z (t·.--":) 1) t.;)"-l'::L;;J-j TH.d~h ':"1\;' ·:';:·ti\.GOON~'dOu1d receive cn,:i:neer·equ.ipen~ at· :-I1r:H ~~';-!.\!:~ a.nd l'e:''J.rh, t') A}: LOC·.' : ·:in' \.".he event IT DRAGOON ,.,<\::; l!:l.!T.J.sh{'.c· (\i~ at tc..,",~c:.x . e:1I'Cc::.t.~; 'J' 0'~'::':f;"9~ nre~.ri ot!;:~ posi ticned l"I'OUld'T'e·spoM. i..":lD'ledititcly a.s ·tr;,~ dt: .. k'. .. ..;..ton d.e""):l.o~~r\. Co~tr.tcr.t of" initial b"tt~l.ion3 h'Ould "be "'t.-~<d!\tt ~h~ VC fl"':tlJ<:s', P.~.:.-lini;1g. battn.lions would be cOr=:itted "',,0 the :",~n.t.L">tl)"bCt~"':.lt-. "-.rea. or ~o blo.;kiT;t~ po .. itions. !;mdine. Z!)nes and ter.tativt)· bhx·;.'.ng :co~",:'. ... i"·;3 .".l.)j·l~ :'..i~~c~r·:\.~ routes ot withdrmrdl "';(:r~ selected C.:..s.p' 1 j \: .. 0 '.)~ {":c..;.:-7~e("'. ()ll ori:<:!t·~ to,·1\u'ther insure th(1 lie were lured: i:'l.~u cc:".·,{ .. :ct,' T~r.'\ lj,,-./·eUl;1·~ ·;)f buJ..ldo •. ors and: resupply truC~3 fro:::). ::n:H I.:.n.i: ~0' ':.:; H)C cscorT.·:!d ... ~.ith a s;Jall aI."IO\Ult. of :u-rr..orcd c::l .... a)ry ~~~:; J.. • .':'.!i.~-.i~ !: ~·'"'~'.--.."'.t.iol" \;es 0.1::;0 le~"l(cd th2.t a con­v'-'y would be r:::'I\'i::e: c.0'_.Ti ::o:.:'e ;., :',n "t,c nt'('..l' ll.!tUl'e l-n"I1~;;~~ ""h."lt shotlld the VC not be lure!:! ir.t.o ah.(l.c~-o..ng -':.ne 1t'1:Fc T:1J,K'rl eOn\'O',f, they ",-ould.. attack the o:-.e on P.ou' .. e ~3. The la:·"...t'r CO;lV0:r ~'lould be covered by Artillery Base II. 'the a~ t.~ ..... ci( ('::1 thl! NINn 'j Hi,~h{ Road' "Wa5 , prei'erred 
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M..i'TU C Cor.bat Operntio~s After Action Report, Operati<..n EL PASO II/In 

B.:rt.:'1.e of l:L\ll THAJ,\'H R"ad llarrativ'=l (Con't) 

beca'.1se of lc.'"l.di1'!g Zones. The plan wa::3 W'dren..,.:ed. from the VC st~dpo1nt. 

and al.thC''.1e;h five possible site:! were uelccted for t.he attack, the final. 

position ::;elected '<las the 5e,1',0 locntion the actu~l nttack took place. 

The intellige:1ce estir.a.te indic.:ttcd 3. rninimu.71. of onc battalion and 

p::>ssil:">l..y a rcgi.~~t could bo (':;o~pcct.cd to attacl~. Intellicence h~ d sl}awn 

th~ 2nd P.egitlent to be opernt:;.1'l.t, in the area. in regir..ental s"tre~lGth • 

.. ' On 7 July, '-'he 1st Brir,nc.o boo-.n positioninG its forces and'eom-

-' "'_d cc!'c and r..aint.c:1.ancc for f'utllTC operations. HeadCJl.larte!"s, B. nnd· 

.0 !-;3. ... terics" B/6th Artillery find A Bo.ttcry 1/5th t.rtillery mcved to· . 

J.r'"i:":'C':j' B:>.se I. The 2d Dn.tt,i'.lion, 2d Infant:rJ commc.l'lced infiltrlrl:.ion 

'.;.0 l:In:; "~ili\E'!I, using UH-1D nnd GV-2 airc!"nit. The roove was cor.plett=ld on 

:~ ,.'-'!Jr. ?orccs ~t r,IVI~ THAHH th~n included 2/2d ar.d 1/1Sth Inrantrj" and 

:; .. :·_t~l-y C, 2/33d Artillery .. 'rho sir.ulatcd airmobile assault T;as con-

I, • .;":.~d on S July by elc.."!:.cnts of 1/;2$th Infantry, foUo\\'cd by the 3-52 . 

S~!' 0:") at 11 CJ hours. Air strikes were also employed against suspected 

·,1~ 'I>.!!:ses i:1 the SilO:: CQ;'; rRA1~G nrc.'\. Hcauquartci'S Battery, 1/5th ArtU­

lery and C :httery 1/7th Artillot""o- moved' to Artillery Base II. IJeu-

'te" •. ~.r.t Colonel Ro:.ert. H:lldane '5 ';t. Battalion, 28th Infa.ntry occ~?ied 

p:I~:'t~ons arO'.md tho a'!la.Y].doncd airs~rip 2500 meters east or Artillery 

Bnse : and scc-..:.red the ar...illcry ,.,'ith on? CCfr.1pany. The 1st Battwon, 

16tz.. Infnnt.ry·, cO!:T.'.:u:ded by Li.eutcr.a. ... t Colonel Rufus G. Lazzell, I:\OvOO. 

fre;;). LOC m:,nt to QUj'.;i LOI, 55eo meters northeast on AN LOC, and cam!3 

\.!l').c::o!" cO:ltrol of 1st Brig.-:.do. CO!::~~ C, '/2 Infantry and an A .. 'VN .\PC 

troo!, provided security for Art.illery Base II. '£:le 1118 Infantry ::uin­

tainl!d one ~o~p<'\.'"\.v at po5ition 135 and the battaliOll ( .. ) a.t the ;{n:rl THANH 

airfield. Th~ 2/2. rnr.,:::.t1'Y occupied overnight positions in vicir.ity at 
611. ' 

The 1/1S Infantry (_) bei~o..Y]. moving to .55 at 0605 on 9 .lu.ly, followed 

by the. ~o· .. ener:.t of 2/2 rnf.:mtry to $11 a.t o656~ Compa.!"Iy B. 1/28 Infa..'"ltry, 

assi~~ir.& in t~e scc~ity of Ar~il1e~ It~se I, returned to control of the 

paNl:-.. ~ o'!"Ga:""'.i'<:~tion. 
. 

At 0700 hO'.l!"3 9 Jc1y, T!~k Force nrUlGOO"N cros~ed the start po~ nt at 

t!1.e :,;1 LO;:; ai:-field with C Troop, cO::l)";lD... ... ded by Capt·o.in Stephen Sl;\ttery. 

le~ding9 Troop '3. CO::7':~.I'!ded by Ccptoin Da-'rid Kelly follo,,'ed a~ 0710. 

The ~rtiae17 bc&.::.n firing pr..:r:::rat.ion <uong ;:outo KNITh at fJ72Q hours. 

:",;e to th~ 10-,,' ovcrco?st a:1d its i!lterfcrc:1r;e ":ith close air SUH~ort, the 

co:'L":~' h~!.tcd at 0755 in the \~lcirri.t:r 'of Check Point Hf,,!\!!.{. A 30 minute 

c.cle"':~.· "·2.S :;.n;icip.:ltcd. but it ':1"1.5 OryOo before the 'column resU!:l.!}d OO\-e­

t:".c"t. L:C L~~.,<,_r.8. overflyir.g th'J l'0lu.'"fn. Gave th'e order to r.ove and 

'l"rco? C co~::':.i!lue:l to le:;.d. l.'1.0 to.ctical fo~tion "consisted of t\~'O pla­

toC)ns !1ru-":<i:1!; t~e ror.d with 0. cOr;""!"..).nd grO'lP and a third platoon following 

0:1 the :-0.:1:::';;<.;:". ;;o:·.ever, as the colunn proc'ceded beyond the ru'!lbor 

p:':-.:::'~tic~, the t.h.iCirr .. CDS of the underbI"J.sh nnd scco,;d."l.l'Y jungle grc~-.rt.h 

fo::-ced .... hese ele;';:~:1~S 0:1 the rlrm~s to return to the raad'.-m.y. 7a. ... ks 

,,:ere in':.crs;:>eT$ed ,dth the platco':)S and a nechanizcd fla..-::e thro~--er .. :as 

i!'ltcfr.:lte~ ::':--;;0 the kc:'ical :"'o.:-:;ution of each trooP. Per serine: of B 

Co:-:'t?<,n:;-, 1st ::.:::tt.alion, 2d !n.:.':-l:1:'rr ..... ere intceratcd into th:; ele.";lcnts 

of t.:-.c ~c.'..:-~dron (-) ·,,-it·r. tl~~ ;:"."l..i·,noity ,,'fth C Troop. gi ·"in,; each pcrson­

~~l Ct~.r.::"'.ie::- :;=---= !'ii;ht':"r:S 'l;rO'.:r:,:::;. J..!.'ter the ccllL>:l.'1 h::d. procc~ed aoprox­

::.-.~~':.r::l:.· 2:C:) ,-"",;:t<!rs, thfO: terr;.i.n on tt-.e n.~s 'of the road opcncl ~~­

ficie • .':..::; :::-r ::;,s:I.l;~r; .. tio:1 o:..~ t:',j·rlar-.:dnc Hec:r;e iorrr.::ltion. The flanking 

p:";:':,cor::: c.':":-:c-:·c':! rc,:o:::-.... G.::;~,'"l.n>:"o by fire, bl.:.t no tire Was ret.umcd and 

r.o C;.c::i ~c':.:::,-:'ty ','as o:::~cr\'c:l.. Artillery conti""ued to tire on pre.-' 

p:'e:.:-':;':.d c'-':1::-:-l':1".""!.tior'.s <e.PP1'O):ir.l:1tcly 200 :'0 300 l:l€:tcrs ahead of the' column 

':".:',1 c.:):"l'..'.-'~ ~S) !:':3:'C::-:::; o~f tho road. Fire tcn.~ '(nr:;:~ed UH-1B l s) and an 
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Am~ C Co:rhllt Opera-tior.s fitter Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/Ill 

Battle of HIW-i THAt!B Road Narrative (Can't) 

armed CH-l:.7 were also conaJ.ct1ng reco..'1..~ssa."l.ce b;r fire on both sideo or 

the road. The aerial scouts from D 'I'roon flew ahead and to the !l.e.nks 

of the column to detect a.ny ~C t'.overncnt.· 

Troop C assumed e. box fOr.:l'ition approx:i.l'!\a't.cly' 200 meters betoN 

reaching Chock Point DIer: with the Troop H~d~~ter5 closir..g the. box 

in the rear- and roint<>irdng (.ontact Hith tho trail troop. An.~ill.ery ," 

preparation, foller,;ed by airstrikc9) softened up -tho' bridge area. 

J1apalm was. particularly effective in bUrnil1{; out dens~ undergrO'trth, . 

adjacent to the bridge. FollO'..:ing t.he air~.trikes, the :lead .platoon, _ 

"lith 'two engiiieer r.lin~ sWeeper/demolition teams attached .a..'"l.d supported '0/ 
ovcl"t'atching tank fire, rr:oved rapidly to the bridge sit.e~,: Dis:nc,unted . 

personnel sccured bot.h sides of the' bridge and e>..1'ter a check_ revealed. 

no demolitions wer~ installed on the bridge, scvur&L!oi11j IS crossed to .. , 

add force to the fer side. Exten;:;ive s(.ou.tin.~.:, rUt:e sweeping, and checks 

CO'Jnd 'no endence of eneJ:i activity and the brid[;e .... 'as determined to be 

in good enough condition to suppo:-t. heavy c1r:nor.. After the_ bridge wa~. 

secured, the 1::1t and 2d Platoons rewed rapid,l:t across end established • 

blocking positions cn bo:.h sides ~ the rood. :~TC Lcwane co.lled a.t this 

t..i!"',c 2nd instructed t.he colu."7.n to speed up the cperation. Because of the 

co:nbin<'_tio~ 'of the time factor and the thick j'J.'"l,Sle growth adjacent to 

the road, the colUIl'.n for.:utior. ',ras resumed ~,g the squadron continued 

movcl':l.e:1t to\\'a~d Check Point TO}!. . 
0;. ," 

.\ forward air controller (FAC), f~g-' avo; nout.~ KNIFE spotted an 

estimated squad of VC at 0945 in ".Ilcinity .of Check Point TOf-I.headed 

north. An airstrike was -ir:rmediatel,y called .in on the ,ener.tY'. However, 

the column continued without ir.cident until 1110 .... At,a point midway 

between Check Poi:'".ts DICK and ·TON,· J..ieutenQl"!t ,cO-ck ~ons, 1st Platoon 

leader of C Troop,' reported an':est1t'.a+~ed ;.':!.ve ',:""G cro:.;sing the road front 

north to south. A second group ot a.oo~t,.· ~~n VC c!'O~sed the road in the 

same directlofl and were t.akcn ur.de:- !"ire by: ~he r.ai'n..:tank gun. Thi.s was 

follo,..'ed by incominr; ~'I.11 ar::lS fire then autor.atic,·Hcapons fire. -rhe 

lead elements rapidly deployt.~ and were e!1.'.~aged by enenv roi-tar and 

<4"'1ti-tani:: fire. rtf 1115 the ent.i:-o colurm liaS receiving hellVY automatic 

weapons, recoilless rifle, Ilortars, a:',d sroll arms, fire (sketch map). 

L:rC le\<!an~ req'.lE:"sted a detcrnination be- I!L3-·':e e~ to _the directloh or 

the !:riin attack and on which sicie of t~c l'o,.":.d the tl.:)Jor concent,rations,. 

were' l-:ocated. This W""'d.S eA-trer:-:ely c'iHicl,),lt .... 0 cet,ernine beo;:ause _qf ,tpe 

trelr.,endous volume of fi"'~ fro:l the dcrlc;{('d t;, ,;:5 -and }11,13 ~s :iruL;~he:"~ 

confusion that :existed as personIwl bec~e n:.sorien:tQd, a8 .the vehi.cle~ '~, .. 

::-.ar.cuvered .u;" and dO',m the colmtn. HeD~rts W('::-6 'l-ece1ved, that. tl'le "ve .::" 
we're ~tte;>1pti-ng ··to :cross tho r(md a!-1C'ad of ·the .colu .. ;'.n f::-o;n.,right tci 113ft 

and th1.t -ene..-:iy fire- -receivcd ·from tl1e ri~ar wa3 co-a~j from the ieft aide 

of the road'. ;" 'fused 0:1 theso '-evcn!;i3, initial ..:.- tenni~ation 'was rnade that. 

. the 'ma!ri ~-torce' \';<'5' on the -left· (sout.h) si:..t!' of !;b:~ road. Soon after 

this; 'as- accu:iati: ea::;ualty cC'J.IIts :l:!'! c.Jr.ci~" reports !'rc'ti. the personnel 

on the eroUnd"'and aeria.l ob:::erver3 .... ·"':e T.·c~_ivcd, it "ra~ then determined 

t.b..'lt the r:.ain VC forca t-m.s concentl'atc:i 1'::1 ';;',~e ::-ii.":~t side or nortm.tcst 

of ·tSe"·cor!tact'·point. 1,1":;i11e1"7 fire ..... !I.~ ,·(',"Jcent.~·ated in thio area. 

':':-:.~ 'de:Gy in maki.""ig an c:?:'ly ar,d aCcur2t.!.o. 'j~ ~e"!':'.i.:u~ion .... -as probably 

the'r.o::lt critIcal twe of the batt:o beca:..: ... ~ or' it~· influcnce on springing 

th'J reaction force1:.i .. The actual·ar,:.l:us!'\ :;ite r'as 'uppr9Ximi.ltcly 1000 neters 

l'Jnr.;. Foxholes ,,:ith ovcl·heQd cover ·~·:ere !'rep,lred __ l.n.,the ditch along the 

road, but did not apJ)I3ar to be {\l.ily oc~t:ph·d· t:..'1tL.:.: sj1Qr.tJ.;r before the 

firinr. :>tarted. The b'J,l.":: of the forcc3 'Were from .1C'9_,"t? 4.90-.1t.eters from 

the road and ::lowd up to fighting po:Jitio::~ ·e.s the. cp,l.wnn IL.Oved into the 
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&tt~e of MI:.:H. 'i.'HAW1 Road l,arrOltivc (Contt) 

corr':..act nren. Orair..J.&e ditche~. dug at:. a 45 degree ang~e into the contact 
area, were uaed as fire la!'1es bJ" the VC although app:Lrently were not dug 
for "~hi~ purpose. 

As soon as the attack started, t~e squadron assu:ned a. eompressed 
fO!"':'"'..3.tion.. The lead tr~p co:r:pressed and the trail troop closed, on the 
lead troop ano'also conp~essed. The gunships and aerial scouts irn=ediately 
;.:::· ... ed out. of the ·.,:ay of t.he airs'" rikes and artillery to, a distance of 
". ~d.lo::'l~ters .J.~d becan looki.."'lg for ,,:ithdrawal routes. ,The ACH-47 

1 '-:3 ;::",;. nt 1129 a..,d' forced on the road approxilr.a.tely 6CIJ I:lCters 
~:O~-;:':T.' .. e:;~ or r:::::s;... It. ..... ·<15 later extracted by a "FJ.,yi.ng Crane". TIus 
:-.rea t':as a!!lo design3.ted rlS the initial Dust ,Of! pickup zone and f'ONSrd. 
:~[i~tics cite. . 

COL Berr,r alerted. !,:-t,jor John C nard at 1105 to- be pre~ed 'to rx":ve 
t!i,':J 1/13 Infantry to ::osition !:9 and Lieutenant Colonel Jack L,Con."l to 
~e pr<zpred to Dove tn':! 2/2 Inf::ntry on order. f.. ..... 1117. the l/lB Inrantry 
\."'2.S ordered. to ::lOVe O:l th~ trail 1'1'0"1 position 35 as the Battlefield 
Assault Foroe Cl..'1d rnin~tes later the 1st Battalio!"., 26th Infantry was 
alerted for possible r.ovc:.,ent to position rlC or MD. The order was 
gi:;en at 11.30 tor the 1/28.Infantry to l:ove to KIJ, then to the west and 
o:::cu;y a !XIsition south~"est of En trom where it was planned to attack the 
C';'lE:;Y colu:r.n to the SOl..lth1.;est 4 The 2/2 L"1fnntry "laO ordered to move to 
pdtion 54, on foot, rei='Ort their location, e.nd prepare to attack due 
north. 1.s the 1/18 !nf':"'1try started moving to i:9, they- fo'.md moving: in 
t!1e heavy jun;le' ur.dergr01'1th veIj.~ diffiC'.llt. General DePuy c!irected. 
di'\rision artillery to put =:J,.:Ire o:,servers over the contact area. The 
1 /i ~ Infc.ntry became tant;led up in bur~ .. 1.ters and foxholes and request~d 
T':=-~e clo~c air sug}ort. 

COL !Jerry radio~ his Ire3c~t plans su.m.ary to the Division 1'ncticaJ. 
C::-~raticn:; Center (DT~) a~,1134: liThe 1/18 InfentrJ is mov;tng north 
p2.r:ll1.1."l1 to the ro.:!.c. tD rclic'lc pre: sure on the cavalry and to hit the 
·,"C fla:i'c .. Ths 1/28 L"':.f~nt.ry ... :ill :...al:d on 1.2 10 and OJve west to OCCl.!py 
pos::.tiO~5 sOt'.tlr"'e:;t o!:' ::n and 2.",'1.it order:::!.. The 1/28 Infantry is p1aPn1ng 
~.;.o att~ck alone: tho cne:vr colu.~ to the sOuUl' .... est.. The 2/2 Infantry 
"till move by foot to ~lockir;: J}Os.:..tion 54 report upon arrival a."ld then 

, ,::-epre to :::o ..... e north to relieve the pressure 9'n TF D1lAGOON. The 1/16 
I:-.fa:-.. ':.Ij' has been alerted for p,=,ssible t.lwe:nent at 1200 hours "into the 
i'or-...... ard area.." This plnn \ .. :as l<:te r;;odi.fi.<!;d b;r moving ')./2 Infantry to 
F~ ~y helicopter.. Du.!-inC the .. tiJ::e the b .gade co~.al".der Has relaying 
1'.is plans, the lie l:ere hittb;; -the "-olu."l' I "rith mortars and re:::oilless 
::-lfle Ere. Artillel'1~ "'as hitti.>'!$ -.:.hQ e •. ~'l':\Y .force with such a heavy 
'l."o2:u::cc of fire, only the pert.o:.:nel' on thl. ciround could. observe its 
cc.,~~teting effect. !~ir strikes He!'(' con .. ~.nt:.o"..lS a..,d at one time five 
::5.;:;:-':'5 of richter bo:-::!lers we~'e st.acLed up ,,;aUbe their turn to go in .. 
:;;:C !.~· .. ,-a."le 's csti.'nr.>.tc o~ the size of the ene-:;,' force ".'<1S possibly two 
b~':.~alio"3 or a rccir,:-:'.~. 

T>.e first ~.ift of tte 1/23 In!'a!':try was off the grollnd at 1210 hO'.lI'8 
a:-,r';' ~c· .. cb::-:;' do·,m on L: ;"!) nt 1215. ?y 1230 the entire battalion had 
::l:J~'2:i ;:J. T:-,c 1 /28. ::~~"1.t!7'" controlled its ,,".-n fires. on the L7., but 
:::E,~~ 11.:-l'~'.~!' Cpratioml C:l:ltrol (O?CCr:) of Conn.:mding Officer 1/[~ Cavalry (-) 
.:. '1250 'c:-y direction of (>:)i. ::erry. At this tir.,e Band C 'froop had co.'r.-
i--.• '.:;s:.d 1.1;.00 :7::!':.c!,~ S0'J:~:.,ell-" c:: DIC:~ 'ar.d casu!llties "1ere being evacuated 
~c ".;.::'3 D'.:.::";. C:!"i' area "'.."ici:1ity r..f the dO-"JT.ed ACli-/~7. ''XlL Berry eave the 
cr~~:- C-.':- 1326 to C':'::n-:..--:-ii..""!,'; Office:- 1/16 I:-lff'::try to COr:lM~nce his heli­
'::;:,~.:;~ .:,: :-:~:,':"0 0:-. ~:::::: <!n::! b'3 ITCIX'.red to :rr:oV'c to ~:5 or 1.:6 (LZ !-:A "1as 
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Battle of HINH T"rlMIH. Road Narrative (COR lt) . 

considered but not selected because it was too obvious and would prob:!bl1 

be ~bushed. This lett NC as the only" usa1)le LZ f'ro::t 'Which the infantry 

bat~a1ions eould be moved to blocking po~itions oh the northWest.) 

The VC appeared to have broken contact about 1330 snd aerial 

observers reported larGe groups of VC ooving to the northwest. Troops 

B and C "'lUlled back to DICK i'or a..-:mu.l1ition resupply. The 1/28 Infnntry 

~·~S lect-.ted n.pprOY..ir.tn.tely 700 meters from Ole?. J:!Oylr.g southwest, parallel 

to the road. ".'hen tr.d battalion reached the initial centact point. it 

elso mado contact with an unkr.0",,'11 size force. The 1/18 Infantry was 

given a nCH direction or attack; C3St with the right.-.flank- on the road. 

and. left rlank 500 ~ct~rs into the woods. B.7 1405, 1/16·rnrantry.h~~ 

the firtt. lift cnroute to t{C and the 2/2 Infantry was prelXU'ing for.,li,ft 

to tho Sam~ LZ. The. 1/18 Wentry was deployi.ng to attack parallel too ... 

the road in vieinity of TO:,:, converging on DICK. The first and second 

lirts of the 1/16 Infantr;y landed on NC c.t 1417 and 1.430 respectively. 

An APC troop !'rom the 5th A.~Vi~ Division linked.up with the 1/4 CavaJ.r:r .. (-) 

'a~ 1525 nnd was given instructions to retr1evo'9QI:lm amrnwrlticn that had 

been dropped. alor.g,tha road between Dlct\ and TOH. The 1/18 1n!antry 

reeehoed a change in direction of·.atta.ck at 1435; new direction or 

attack north and block :!:outh of l!5.;:M e!'l.entY.bloddng position was 

eneou.'1tered approx:i.r.lately SOC.meters ~~ti,·Qf.-!1'OH and air strikes were 

called in. The aero rifle platoon f.rq;n D~'i'roo.:p reL'1.foreed C Troop at 

1500 beep-use more casualties hnd been· s.ust..ained ;a!IlOng the infantry than 

'W'!.th B Troop. The VC broke contact ""it~ t.h~ .. :1/~B.Intap,try about 1540 •. 

At 1545, COL Berry recor.l!:*.nded to Ger.eral DePuy that. "the 1/4 Cavalry (-) 

and A.11Vl{ APe troop block trom Tm: to DICK. The 1/28 Infantry would 

at.tack 30Ut,hw"est along the north side o.Lt·ho:·rC)0.4 ~d.. ~e~:s'W'QGP;Pack 

cl.ong the south side. ~e 1/16 Infantry'''''a$ ~.Q.;wvef~rol'!l·U=."''t.:0r~~, 

leaving an ele:nent to secure .t1:>e ::z. fo: iarriv/l~ ot:::t.l?-e .• ~ W~¥7 ... :~ ... ;._ 

Arter the 2/2 Infantry art:'~·Ted,. ttle batt-aLton .'W9uld.,~e.,:tQ,.~~ ~'1d ~n"t.· 

cO!'l.junction with 1/16 InfMtry. occupy, .hlo.cldng ~pp.s::il~ioD;~.; •.. .u;,,! 17~";~J:JR-l'«. 
first lift of thc 2/2 In.'·'·I.r.!try wa~ off 54 enroute to ~;:C. The 1/1 B \r,u 

~ill. in llght contact 2:nd c1.e."l.ring a ,bu:nker ccoplex. VC 1.."l the area 

\-:cre wearing a lCl'.thor belt \-:ith a ,copp~r::Ql.l .. d(l.e.l~ll4..~.~star supet'il:\posed 

on the buc)' __ e. The. 1/28 ,I.r;fantry "laS rovinf,· .. Q~t~el'J..the",~;'18 Ip.~aQto:"'" 

ud the ro!ld •. rhe.lnst lift of ~he.4/2"In~nntl:'':'~: ;t.an.\i~,?n-:~ a~·17.5.5.#~ 

Th~ .1/16 Ir.!'Mtry found the IWve1:len~.,t:).,U) t.:>.:)&ry'QrY,'I..;UfXiC;ul.t·"...:");,;;.;; .. 

A.1though co:it~.~t was mdc with snall. gr.qups .o(,:V'J,:f;J..~e.i.ngJ-.wq.r<'t.the: .. : 

SJ..IGC:~ River, the greatest diff;;'cu1.t:r was cm.:.sec. b'J the he~vY jungle 

ur .. c.e::-growt.h •. Th:l,,~.hurt .the .. a"tt~pt. to close er.e :",~..g arou.. ... d the VC force. 

~e s::lall fight developed Q,u.ring Vhi.ch ,LT,c. ~'L~e~,:!~as ·"tfPJ.nd,ed.nC,OL . 

Berry as~ed tc:l!pOrtI.ry comand of; tf,e. ;hat.tJ.l.f.;l,<>n. un,t,i1c- ;t.Tp ·.George .. l{., .. ;', 

v.'allace III could be' flO'l-<n iri to the ton.-ard area. The' 1 /16 and 2/2 ' 

L,fnntry' established blockir.e ?Ositiom'l:,vici,n!i-t~ of N5 ar.d 1,:C respcct1v~. 

'i'roop :3 occupied a bloc1d.l1E posit~9n ,at. •. TO:{ :wr.i1.9,·,j/18 l!".i'.c..."try est.o.b- ~ 

lished o ... "Crnight. positions nortm;,c$tl.of:~H •.. :,,'I.~~~;J/28 Infa."l.try swept. 

,,"C~:. through th~ Vp. positions on ~h.e :~.rth si;J.e of .. phe road and then." . 

returned on t.qe £outh side •.... 1',h~re ~af'!,:,;Vt::~y:.l~.~le .. cvi.~ence that any 

considerable'VC forces had been south of t,r ..... rf)'?_"'::', furt~er substantiating 

t~e deter:rinlltion that th~ 14-;.?n flttack: paJ. ,cP.~'C' fron. the -northwest. The 

1/28 Infa:'ltry re:naincd overnight n=-rth;ot TC};,. ':Lroop.C t"e:lained over­

night at DICK and, the .ARVil. Ai:'.c :~!-pop, raict .... ·W.·b,J';.ween TOM. end DICK. /In 

in-Tontory of .vehlcles revealed, that ~p'..1r H113'~ and one :148A3 tank ~ 

been. destroyed and three a.dd.it~9I'~~ 1.:n3':; h.3d b~l)r. daJ:l.aged. 

~.~:.!O JcJ.y, ,the 1st Driga~~ .cor~e.~·'~~ndu~ted search and deet~oy '" 

oper.ati~ms .to ~ocate and de5troy ~he,.~e??,.:l.nt~,.o1. the. 272d VC Rl!'girnent; . _: .• 

• : .': .' ....... -: '! •.. ! '. 

~' ..... , ~'if-. '.~'.' -' :\':: . f· 

~~T;' ". : ..... 'i ,'" ;!~.!).." 

'"\'" ...... : ~ 
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Battle of lUl.:-t T::AIIH Ro,'ld i':arrative {Can't) 

bloc!t routes of .... "1.thdra;.."al, and deny the: VC sate haven~ west of the 

c2.t..tle!ield. \'1ith the e.."!:ception of contact with a plat-oon size force 

~'""Id ona of ur.kno ... m size, con~act ... -as litdted. to :3kirr.ishcs with s:nall 

r::"oup of VC attcrnptine to flee acrO:f;S the SAlCm: River. The 272d VC 

~·fdn Ferce Pchfncnt had ~ustaincj the loss of 239 KIA (Body Count.), 304 

1:r,\ (i7ob:J.blc), ci.';ht C<lptivcs, 1) crew served weapons, and 41, sma)J. arms. 

An extensive bunker cor..olcx "'as diSCO'lered 1500 "r.;eters west of r:5 and a 

b.:;.t tali on size base canr ..... as located a~p:'oxi.mately' 1500 :neters north of 

-~,:: 'rho 2/2 Inf31~:::j" swept irom 1:C to D~CK. Hortnr positions wera 

•. ::::~'.' ~":1. and evidenc') inci.i.eated the VC had conducted a hasty 'With-

' .. ~·::!ll C.l C; July. 'i'he 1/1Cf Ca~'aL7 (-) ccr.::lucted a search of the, area 

.'~·:~::n r:c:<.: md :c:·r ar.d l!\c"~:!""<) Mli'<!i TH.A!m at 16)0. The remaining 

.... ::.3lj.0::1;:; w~rc cxC.!"n.cted f:'02 the bat.tle area. on 11 July. 

Oper~tion OLYl{PIA achieved the resuts for.which :"t was generated; 

t~~ 2nd vc l:ain Force Regir..f::nt was lured into attack:.ng the tst Infantry 

ti"·"ision and suffered losses that probably· reduced. the regiment to sO% 
ctren,S':'h. . The success of US forces during 10he Bat-tle Qf. l·llNH THANH Road 

e~"l be 1'4ttrihuted to several significant facts. 

Intelligence proved to be excellent because one of tne assUIl'.ptions 

made in the int.elligence estimate """as that the 272d Regiment 'Was operat.1n& 

in the .area.· in' reginental strength. 

Ths V21ue oC thorough and deliberate prior planning and wargaming 

cannot be over emphasized. All. com:naroer~ participated in development 

of the pl2.n 'an;i each com-nander kr.e ..... what the other "Would do. It was a 

plL.'l of the whole group with each having a vested interest. As the plan 

, ... .:.~ modified, it Was easily executed beCQll...StI every commander knew the 

ph:..lO!lophjo· and hO'ft' other comanders felt. 

The decision to delay the move until the fog and overcast dissipated 

m.d a profound effect on the fil".al outcc!::e. This coupled ldth the fact 

that the attack caJ!Ie early in the day offered a sufficient period of day­

light to fight the battle and sweep the area before the VC had the· 

cpportu. ... ity to rettlrn under cove: of dar;-a,c:;;s and rc;nov8 the dead, 

~~~nded, and weapons. 

The artillery and close air support. were ertectiv.13 a.s t1'le princi~~ 
ldller. Over. h.a.lf of the enemy were prob2.bly killed by this .!:pmhined 

fir~power; The road provided an easi~ defined FSCL. With friendly 

fo.cc~ fighting fro":l the road, H.C 15 and airborne observers had no 

~u~=tion as to where to plnce the fire. Tne positions select-ed tor the 

£':--7..i~lery ar..d the philosophy of bri..r.ging the. arti]J ery ·north. of the FSCL 

t::.cl t:,e air couth placed t::'e prep·:mderar.ce of bot~ in t.hese ru-eas.· .. The 

:-,,_::::-.-A 155l71!'l\ cnd gn fires ":ere :L.stru..~cn~a.l in tl-.e quick.'breakup or·thq 

'\':; t.t·~:>.ck c.!"'!.d ."Suo:;eCr:.lent ','ithdr<:.:.·~. !:ine~y .. .;.i".{ fighter. ~!!lb~r ;:3orti,-es _ '. 

\.-:::::-';1 c;:pcnd.c1 in ~u"p?ort of t!~'! cn.:;~e~d forces. :. ~ ..• 
. ,,,.: ,'.,' 

~c GUpport p"ovidcd Ly th~ airlift ~35ion co~~nder had a·tremen­

~0U~ effect 0:1 th":! Z'.1ccc::;sful o:.:tcc=:,_ of the operation. Host important" 

h~ ' .. -?:-. ::'rc:;~r..t durir::; -::.~c cn';,ir!:! ,l,3.r_'1ing phase. He was also present 

~.::'~:; .... ::~ l::;":"t to be li!"t~d e.:-.d sent his reprcDent.ative with the next-

..... ~:-:. "So 00. 

Cc.,,-rc::'sel:'!, ~herl3 '>,er~ factors that had a detrimental effect on 

t.n.':! c'J.':.co::-.c. 
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At.~$( c Cotlbat Opera.tions Atter Action. Report, Operation EL PASO II/m 
Battle of IUln-t THArm Road Narrative (Conft) 

Host critical. was the d1,rficultyP 1n det.ermin1ng the direction ot 
the r:a1n att.aek and i1..9 influence on the initial r:\overnent of the reaction 
. ::-ces • 

Dif!1C'.ut:r in moving through the jungle prevented the 1/16th In!'an­
try from closing the ring: and closing ofr VC escape routes. This was 
compou ... ·).ded b7 thp. lack of adequate landing ~ones to the rear or the VC 
!'orce. 

Viet Cong cao::m1'lar;e and fire discipUne was signi!iCUlt. The pre­
planned air and artillery fires, reconnaissance by 1'ire, and continuous 
surveillance ~ airborne observers were ineffective in causing the VC 
to disc10se his presence. 

Certain readily- apparent truths emerged tram the Battl.e or }IINH 
THAJ-..'H Road in the torm of lessons learned. While the basic fundamental" 
of tactical. operations re"Min unchanged, changes in techniques are 
required as a result of lessons learned from different environmental 
conditio:ls. The following lessons learned are included tor the benefit 
of' the units engaged in the battle, other units of the li5t Ini'antry 
DiviSion, and other agencies intereste1 in preparation of units or 
individu.a.ls for con:bat under similar conditions. 

The direction of the run attack .and the major concentration of' VC 
forces must be detennined irnrnediate13. This is important 1'or two prinar:r 
reasons. First, it is necess8.l'7 in order to bring in the oa.xi.mum amount ·or 
artillery and air to overcome any existing numerical superiority and 
break up the attack during the mos,; critical time, the first. 30 minutes. 
Second, reaction .forces must be rapidly deployed to nark the VC posi­
tions and block routes or withdra;wal. Due to the confusion that can 
result as personnel become m16oriented~ a recommended method of pointing 
out: t.he .d.i~.t~z:tl·Or atta.ck is· through t.he .use at smoke. SuppOrting 
fir.es should. .have.been put in··as soon a:J the first VC were spotted •. 
Doubling. t.he ·amount. :would not. have been too mUch. Fires· should have 
been placed farther tram the· road ·silice the vc were initially back hOtD. 
toe road. f'l"o:!l 100 - 400 meters and then J!IOved up_ Reconnaissance by 
fire ... farther bac~,"~J..ld have g~t.tcn t,he 'bulk of ~he weapons and troOIn" 
b~~orG they mov:e\1 .. up to fichtine positions a1ons·tl;te ditches. . .. :, 

. . . ;.,;".".. , .. .T .. ··': ,... .. .':' .,.. .. . 
The no3in attack was expected from the direction ·01' ·"Where· the··jungle 

was. J;~st dens!,~, :it did come fro:r:l. that dinction where there were few 
~r .. no l~.dii:g zones and thus. pr~vtmted atj:.a~lc8 on the tla..'1ks and to the 
l:?ar! .. '111.~~ .. : . . .. ,. ::.:.' .. ;~ ... ,: ....... :.:........ .:., .. '. . .. 

jJ;,; .. "." '. :.... .' .; , . .~, .. ' 1 ... , .:,: •.. ... .•. .••. • 

. fhe'~pressed. ~d ~p~~s~1 1I~.'~·Fo~t(:t.pn~ Were dev~oped t.o win 
the firepower battle. In these fornations; ·the~J:ead· troop preeecie·s· the 
~reilI.Qr.'followi.ng troops by 100 to JOO meters.. When contact is made 
~he .. troop;;..,.co:::.pres..s ~nd the, ~r.ail. p!1.'.follp .... i,n&.:trC?\Jps close on the lead 
troo.? .. ~ . ,-The ,C9mpX'.cssed 1111.1 Forn:ati'on utilizes ·9.ismounted infantry t.o 
forti. t.h.e ItL~t." .. As~~he·i.nfantry move· forwar.d/~b.t(vch.i.Clcs that are .:: 
Itasked we.a.ve_ t~~ir way to the lead .of the colum.'1.::· Air and. millery are 
plcced in the pOcket· a·head cf the infantry. During t;.e Battle of" m:J-..'H 
THANrl.·Ro3,rl".th~ Compre!>scd ilL" . .Fol}!l'ltion was,Xlot .use.<;l b.ecause. the bulk 
of the ir,fentry were riding. on the personnel·c·arti"e:rs ·of"'th·Ei-!ead t.'roop. 

. .. . . ..... .. I· _. - ) 1:;._ ;:·~·r·.,~.:·~ , ... :"" .. :. 

This was th·e first time· infantrY were·us~d··a~':-ci~;"·'~JA(£e~f'iii· ,)1. 
personnel carriers t.o fight from the earriprs!" 'J'j"l:j..s .al!lO'..lnted to about 
eight-. oX'·.nine men per carrier including the .c:r:~w':;· ·:rJ:?-{\.,as a:·:i:li:staktf," 
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rc:rulting in too many personnel on O!1e carrier to fight c,rf'ect1vely. 
'ihe opti::l.".J:Il nur:ber of troops to fight fro:n an ACAV is five. More than 
this hir.dcr the action rather than assist it. 

D-uring the action, the H-14 Rifle proved superior to the M--16 RirIe. 
T:tel:t.!"antry ca:npl,:lincd that du:;t eo!.lected during the road Mrch caused 
th~ ::-~ SIS to jam. There werc no report.s of 'similar l:-14 !2.lfunctions. 

'I'"na Starlight Scope 'proved effective during the ni~ht and periods ot 
!'· • .Lli. 3:lc:7'.y' covement and lights were observed up to 100 meters. Activity 
-~:'5 o;'serl€.d around two disabled t·:-113 's on the north side of the road •• 

'i''he t;n::e of action in which the colurmi was engaeed revealed t:.o 
~ -J for a r~presentative fro~ the squadron command group on the' ground 
to 'i$bUsh a con::nand p::>st 'area to: (1) evacuate wotulded, '(2) resupply" 
fOI"'irard troops, and (3) exert. additicnal con;:nand and cont.rol over t.he 
fO%'",:<1r( troops • 

. ... .:. 
The reco~i5sariCe- by tire by the ground elet:lents was unsatistacto%7 

because it was' done at a 90 degree angle to the column. The lead vehicles 
should direct their tire into the ditches where the camouflaged foxholes 
were located. A better possibility ot causing the VC to disclose their 
p,;:-:;ition existf!_ 

::. ' Tanks should have led the column. Tanks can take more JWlishment 
and put. out a gre:ater volume of nre than the ACAV. The canister round 
is erfective at close ranges and on 9 J~ kept the VC trom ove~ 
t.he column. .' " . 

An amored unit can sustain itself durLT\g the critical-period of 
the first two hours. Trucks with ir.fantry cannot be expected to sustain 
itself for I!:.ore than A. 3D to Y:J trinute period primarily because or·tl'..e 
difference i~ the ~ of firepower and amnunition available • 
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