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The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:32 a.m., in room SR-
825, Russell Senate Office Building, Hon. John F. Kerry, Chairman
of the committee, presiding.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN F. KERRY, U.S. SENATOR
FROM MASSACHUSETTS

The CHARMAN. The hearing will come to order. Mr. Perot, let
me just inform you that the press will move momentarily, so, as |
agreed with you, will not sit in here.

Let me, if I can, before I make an opening statement, if you
would stand so I can swear you in, Mr. Perot.

If you'd raise your right hand?

Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, so help you God?

.Ido

- Mr: Prror. I do.
- {The CaamMAN. If I could ask if the members of the media would
r'the'well so that we could have an unobstructed view.

_The Select Committee meets this morning to continue its effort
fo-try to determine the truth about Americans still unaccounted
for in the war in Southeast Asia.

Mr. Perot, as you know better than anybody, we are here more
than 19 years affer the fact, because the POW/MIA issue continues
to confound us in this country. Some would say it even haunts our
politics and our psyche.

‘It is that way because an awful lot of questions that should have
heenasked a long time ago were not asked and because answers
afid information that should have been forthcoming a long time
8go was not made available; and because a swirl of controversy and
suspicion has arisen in the country as a result, with people doubt-
l.nf the word of their own Government on this subject.

it is also true, and we are here in response to the fact, and a fact
that you have witnessed in your own travels and efforts over these
20 years, that we all have a duty, a personal duty, to try and get to
the truth and get the answers.

When our committee began its work last November, I think it is
safe to say that most people in the country thought we were on a
wild goose chase and that there were not any new facts to learn,
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that what was know about this was on the table, and in fact, that
the committee would probably come up empty.

Many people believed that all the possibilities had been exhaust-
ed. The passage of time obviously puts this committee at a disad-
vantage, in terms of the people who might be available to talk to,
the memories, and the availability of documents.

I respectively assert that the idea of this committee has already
been validated, because already we have uncovered information
that for 2 decades was unknown or concealed. We have found new
evidence that some Americans may indeed have been left behind
after Operation Homecoming and we have found the clear, unre-
buttable evidence that a certain group of those people were at least
unaccgunted for, with the expectation that they should have re-
turned.

We have examined carefully, and for the first time publicly, Gov-
ernment handling of live-sighting reports, and we have set in
motion one of the largest efforts to declassify documents in the his-
tory of this Government.

The committee has also pursued our own Government and for-
eign Governments, including Vietnam and the former Soviet
Union, to step up efforts to investigate live-sightings, to resolve
long-standing questions about particular cases, to open archives
and to review files.

And now we have an ongoing presence in Southeast Asia. We
have access to long denied documents. We have unprecedented co-
operation with Vietnam and Cambodia, and we have more U.s.
personnel, ironically, working on this issue today .han we ever
have before.

Just this past week in the hearings that we had on live-sighting
reports, when doubts arose about Vietnam’s willingness to permit
short notice inspections, we immediately questioned Vietnam and
we have been assured that continued access will be allowed, and in
fact, two investigations have taken place just in recent days.

So this morning, we meet to begin really a new phase, almost the
last phase of this investigation. And that is the review of our own
Government's response to available POW/MIA information from
the time of the war until today. And particularly, the beliefs and
the observations of people like yourself, Mr. Perot, and those who
were in Government who made the decisions regarding this issue
and who had reason to be able to have access to documents and in-
formation over the course of that time.

In many ways, Mr. Perot, you are really the ideal person to help
us initiate this part of our investigation, to give us an overview. Be-
cause there is no private citizen, there is no person who is not a
family member, who has had a longer or more intimate experience
with the POW/MIA issue than you. Beginning with your widely
praised efforts during the war to improve the treatment of POWs—
and this committee congratulates you on the reality of the change
in their treatment that you did achieve—and continuing through
meetings with top American and Vietnamese officials in the late
1980’s, Mr. Perot has had 20 years’ of experience in dealing with
this issue, firsthand and often at the highest level. .

QOur committee is interested in what you have done with respect

to POW/MIA, in respect to what you have witnessed with respect
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to this issue, and finally, in what you helieve today with respect to
this issue. With yvour help and the help of other witnesses, we hope
to continue the process that we have begun of demystifying this
issue, of moving aspects of it from the realms of rumor and allega-
tion and conspiracy to try to find the truth.

This is not an easy process. It will require hard questioning, and
as | have said to you, we will ask hard questions today. It will re-
quire a vigorous effort to try to reconcile conflicting views of what
has happened.

In preparing for this hearing during interviews with witnesses,
we have heard conflicting accounts. Today and tomorrow, we will
review those accounts with you and your associates, with former
State Department and Defense Department and Intelligence
Agency personnel, and with former Presidential Chief of Staff,
Howard Baker. .

-We will do our best, Mr. Perot, in a nonpartisan, dispassionate
way, to try to resolve the conflicts and to make some judgements
about where the truth most probably lies, and most important, to
evaluate the overall significance of the information received as it
relates to POW/MIA.
~As I have said at earlier hearings, we have reached reality time
or ‘this: issue. We have had 20 years of secrecy, rumor, theory,
miyth, and accusation; 20 years of pain and uncertainty, a roller
toaster of emotions for the families, a huge uncertainty in the
El:lntry and division and doubt and even politics in the use of this
‘ €.

Our c_m'nmittee’s one obligation to the public and to our col-
leagues'is to the truth. As I have said previously, not a slant on the
Lruth, 30t’ a _partlcular‘piece of the truth, but the truth as well as
W T it together. And so the purpose of this hearing today
e of our future hearings is to get at that in open

et “‘méervaigions that you had, as we said earlier, about
i AT pgegt the time that your candidacy was perhaps about
10 Je"dnnounced. We are delighted that you are here now ready to
sha‘re vnth us your experience on this issue and we look forward to
a very fruitful dialog in the course of this morning.

~ySenator Smith.

OF HON. ROBERT C. SMITH, U.S. SENATOR FROM

A NEW HAMPSHIRE

Oy, v

i”&msm'l'hank you, Mr. Chairman. Good morning, Mr.

‘Perot.-We are honored and privileged to have i

yen you here this morn-
i!i& (o] have steadfastly kept pace with the American prisoners of
war andthoae unaccounted for from the Vietnam conflict for many
years, for which we are grateful and I know the men are.

&I look forward to hearing your testimony into this issue, as I did
'thm ago, as you recall, when you at least tried to testify before
the Solarz Committee in the House of Representatives, of which I
was a member, but there were many interruptions in that process
f&nd you were not allowed to complete your testimony unfortunate-
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Five years ago, I remember reading a quote in The Washington
Post from General Alexander Haig, the former Secretary of State,
in which he said in reference to Mr. Perot, Perot's efforts during
the war, quote, we knew he was passionate about what was hap-
pening to the boys. We knew he had something to offer, more than
just money, unquote.

Former President Richard Nixon echoed these comments a few
weeks ago, saying Ross Perot supported what we were trying to do
in Vietnam, unlike many other people in the business community
who took a walk. And I appreciate that. He did everything he could
to help the POWs while many others were doing nothing at all. At
a time when many people in the American establishment were not
supporting the POWs, Ross Perot was doing so. Unquote, from
Richard Nixon.

I note after reviewing the record that support and praise for Mr.
Perot’s efforts were not partisan in any way during the war.
Indeed, Democrats in the Congress, such as former Congressman
7Zablocki of Wisconsin and former Speaker of the House John
McCormick, praised his efforts. And 1 am sure Mr. Perot will call
his appearance before Chairman Zablocki’s committee in 1970, in
which he asked the American people to pay more attention to the
POW/MIA issue, may also recall that Congressmen Zablocki and
McCormick were instrumental in getting a POW cage displayed
here at the Capitol during the war which brought great attention
to the plight of our POWs.

A year later, in 1971, Ross Perot told a reporter from The Chica-
go Tribune that the American people, the American people hold
the key on this issue because the Communists have shown that
they respond to world pressure, world opinion. I believe that those
words spoken more than 20 years ago, should still be heeded today.
The more the Communists in Southeast Asia know the American
people want the truth, the more likely we are to get the truth.

Mr. Chairman, there should be no doubt that Ross Perot’s efforts
have been helpful to our POWs and MIAs. It is a matter of fact
that his efforts to bring food, medicine and Christmas packages to
POWs in 1969 and 1970, did in fact improve the North Vietnamese
treatment of these men, as we later learned from the returnee de-
briefs.

My words of thanks for your efforts, Mr. Perot, frankly pale in
comparison to the recognition that you have already received from
former POWs themselves and their families and our Nation's veter-
ans groups.

As many know, Mr. Perot has a painting which he proudly hangs
in his office which is signed by all the POWs who came home in
1973, thanking him for drawing of public attention to their plight. I
also note that the Department of Defense has awarded Mr. Perot
its highest civilian honor for his efforts, the Defense Medal of Dis-
tinguished Public Service.

Now here we are 19 years later, after the end of the war, and we
still do not have all the men accounted for. The intelligence re-
ports, some of which we explored for the first time in public session
last week, continue to raise legitimate questions on whether Ameri-
can POWSs have survived long after the war.

T T
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- Reports are now surfacing in the press that the Reagan adminis-
tration may have received an offer from the Vietnamese in Janu-
ary 1981 to exchange an unspecified number of POWs for recon-
struction aid promised by President Nixon at the Paris Peace Ac-
cords. Already, our committee is aware of three separate U.S. Gov-
erncrlnentdofﬁcm]s wht;.art_a st?ting that such an offer was indeed
made and we are continuing to investigate that. i igati
willé.notl; gtop Entil we know %he truth. § at. Qur investigation
r. Perot has consistently offered his time and ener
the Congress and the executive branch to learn the truthg.ylntofaléshf
recall in 1986 being one of 275 Members of Congress who were
trying to form a presidential commission at that time, which Ross
Perot would have headed to look into this issue. This came follow-
ing a 1986 internal review at the Pentagon, in which former DIA
Director Gene Tighe concluded that there was a strong probability
American POWs were still held against their will.
_ ‘,I...ater, at the request of the White House, Mr. Perot began to
review Government intelligence files on possible surviving POWs
and evaluate current policy in order to report his recommendations
to the President. This followed 3 years of service by Mr. Perot in
President Reagan’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board.
W ‘kpow that he spent hours and hours at the Pentagon review-
dh.’ve-sxghtmg reports and other intelligence on possible POWs
il in captivity. We know he was doing everything he could to
help the President resolve this issue. In fact, 1 hope that today we
can: explore some of his recommendations to President Reagan in
April 1987. The solution to these outstanding questions on the issue
in fact lie in his recommendations. If they do, we will want to
megsure the extent to which these recommendations made by Mr
Have been i ilﬁmented in the past 5 years. '
le I vaguely recall Mr. Perot’s efforts during
25 POWs, his later involvement in the mid-1980"s
@01 time I recall very well. As a new member of the
5.f_mA,_: Task Force, 1 had started to become involved
a1l 1n October 1986, when Mo, berat
_ Lxecal , when Mr. Perot last testified before Con-
&r ‘“’ _ 1{ gndGS:“'el':ll of my colleagues made a request for reports
rien 0{‘ General Tighe, Colonel Gaines, and Admiral Thomas
) f1' ﬂ_l;equests were never acted on. And 4 years later I was
of the arl_eports did not even exist in writing. Now 6 years
_ eﬁmigin _rqque;:, the:: reports have finally seen the light
W Bregident George Bush
. ¥ reax stated 2 months ago that
Wutt;,imgto help our efforts on POWs in 1986gand 198’?%?2
mbeew ely right. Mr. Perot’s cooperation with this committe
¥ beor steadfast. He met on at least four diffi tons with
e o Semman oo oA ent cecason: i
coublé of ti 1C n o is committee, a
mge of tmgea separately and jointly, to give us his insight on the
He l:m&'r at;lllo: g';]th Olél' investigative staff, once in Dallas and
oo Pt i v B el e S
d th A e. Mr. Perot also -
ml'::;{d ofFl'us time with a formal, lengthy formal depositgig;efcg)?ntfe
. Press reports to the contrary, Mr. Perot has cooperated

e





























































































