
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINOTON 

HlHCON - .055 PElOT (continu.d pal. 2) 

"th. Vi.t Nalll.se cUle to me out of the .ky. They contact.d •• " 

"The nse is try in, to move heavan and aarth to ,at Vassey in ahead of lie". 

"Thara is no down .ide to .y .eetin," "1' 11 t.ll V •••• y avarythins"· 

"I'd .. ka it clear to thea V •• say ia our .. n, and turn it over to hi . . .. 

losa th.n vent into his concern. about Childress and Araita,e,statins that the 

pow's ara not 'their .ain concern ' . 

lo.s sp.c:1ficly asked about the peop!. in Viat Nail "'Jho's restatins the 
try to 

••• tina vith Va ••• y . 1" " I can/set the Vietnallle,. to 

n.,otitata with Vessy, but I need :he nallle of t he petson on the Politburo 

who I' reaiStins". 

RDas, vho had h.retofroe repeatedly told a. and Fullar that ha vould 

not ,0 to Vi.t Na. unle.s h. vas told thst he would .ee live POW's, than 

.t.tad that hi. people vere nov tellinl hi. it .iabt taka 2 or 3 trips to 

achieve this end. His peopla .dvbi •• that tha Y.N. vant to '.iza you 

up" ( he .. de .ention to hi. tvo p.op!. vho have had 16 y .. r. of e:llperi.nce 

d.aUn8 vith the vie.tn .. ese •• ) Made so •• rehrnc. to '·SUnshin. Soldier" 

and 'it .. y take 3 trip."."I'd love to let a hoae run on the lat trip.but that 

1& unlikely. At lea.t I viII Dot be lOin, in with a cate and a Bible" 

"HJ lUy. ull 111ft they really vant .. thera". ""y lUya .ay'Ito ••• they don't bow 

you •• o thinl. will 10 .lovly at fir.t' ". 

"iD the Friday ae.tin, at the UN .y IUY. broulh up V •••• y a. n.ccoti •• tor. 

I'. ,l.d to have Ve •• ey .ub.tiut. for .. . I'. vary hiCh on V •••• y •• I'v. told 
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I auppo .. Crail told you that I &II .ntin, all tie. vith the 

....an aainbtration. Did h. lIention the Raa,an Libray'" I a •• ured 10._ 

~c i nde .d Craia had filled lie in. 

.... alain r.p.atad hi. concern about ,oinl a. privau cith.n. "n.y'd 

lib to arab .e a. th~ ultimate hosuge". With no lovern.ent spon.or_hip 

.. fa I t he'd be fair aa •• for kidnappinl. 

-ALl I a.k i. the naae of the IUY in the politburo? Hovard Baker told .e .a..ona 

... ... r thera rllht nov nelotiatinl. (aome .p.cualtion that it 

I told 10 ••• if ao .. oo. is th.re nov .. ybe the .. ct.r ha. b •• n resolved 

eMut thair .. elnC V.s.ey . "If that'a '0, Finel. " 

I ... urad 10 .. that in havinl Hovrd baker call 10 .. the pre.aident 

... 'i •• ply tryin, to cat this vhole .. tter back into proper channel •• 

I toU 10 .. I would try to find out wher. the n •• oUaUnl .. tUr atood . 

... td"tina. Maybe Jt& C.nnon can call _. lu10va hta for a lonl ti ... " 

IWrot va. DOt anlry. just cal. and .. ttar of fact. Ba f •• l. he haa b.en 

'-t1, traatad by ,11 (tbou,h h. 414ntt _,. 10. 1 tbink be •• aus .. too). 

•••• " f ora l.avinl for Equador 1 eall.d hov.r' Bak.r. erai, call • • Cannon, 

.. ta . nlbl his note. to Cannon. Bakar veill •• t hI. not • • for 

c...... Crail talked to Colin wbo rai •• d dou\t about thera beiDI anyona tn Y .... 

... VSC ••• 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON,C.C. , .. 
, . 

Date 51 01 
i 

TO: \ . 
-.::::::::::r-·\. ---

FROM: CRAIG L. FULLER 

,,21/17 -- 3,(0 P. M. 

tIfoICC'I' WITH COLIN POOIELL 
..--------------------------------------------------------------

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
o 

o 

• 
• 

COlln says he's heard that Ross is making calls aqain. 

Ro.. has called Perutz and wants to know who 1s trying to 
cut him out. Perutz calls Armitage who calls Colin to find 
out what is goi ng on . 

I brief Colin on the call to the VP and indicate that the 
question we are trying to pursue is whether the Vessey 
mission is set . If it is not , can we give Perot the name of 
the person in Hanoi with whom we've been dealing so that 
Perot can directly or through an intermediary put in a good 
word for Vessey. 

colin says that we haven't been able to get far enough with 
discus ions in Hanoi to communicate with them about vessey. 
Hanoi, according to Colin, would rather deal with Perot . 
They have been stiffing the government because they would 
rather deal with Perot. 

Colin agreed to do same checking and see if t~er is a way 
to get Perot a name that he could contact to facili~ 
V •• sey's mission -- it is possible that there s not name 
available, or that there is a name but the individual may 
not want his name made public. 

In any event, Colin will call back. 

CALL BACK (3 : 55pm) : there is no one that we've been dealing 
with over the last few months because of their own internal 
situation and Decause ~ they believe that there is a 

... bigger deal" coming soon who will be bearing gifts and so our 
people have been stiffed. 

we .till believe that it is not wise for Ro •• to go •• • after 
14 years they have denied live Americans •• • 1f they were to 
produce live people, can you imagine what will be asked for? 

our policy interests not served by Mr. Perot's interests at 
'the moment 

We've not gotten our emai,aries in in order 
r.al em.~sary (Ve •• ey); hence, it would not 
to hi:ve him negotiating for us • •• he should 
follow the proper channels and work through 
who a tually represent the us. 

C) 

to identify our 
be appropriate 
urge them to 
those in the us 
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TALKING POINTS FOR C~L TO ROSS PEROT -- 3/21/81 
-----------------------------------------------------------------
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

11m calling after talking to Craig Fuller. He and the Vice 
President are leaving for Ecuador and they wanted me to 
follow up with you. 

actually, the President has asked Howard Baker to follow-up 
with you on this matter. 

however, when somethinq &s sensitive AS this subject is 
raised, we've qot to coordinate very carefully with Frank 
Carlucci and the national security staff. 

let me tell you what we know and what we suggest 

it has not been going well with those in Hanoi and our 
emissaries have not been in contact with anyone who will 
commit to a visit by a high level US citizen. 

therefore, there is no one individUal whose name we can give 
you to contact should you go to Hanoi. 

in fact, right now, the best interests of the US government 
might be served if you were not to 90 to Hanoi at this time. 

should you decide to go to Hanoi, the best thing you could 
do ia to try and convince them that they must deal through 
the proper channels and deal with thos. representing the 
United States. 

colin Powell ----. 
The man to reaIKh 
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is the foreign minister and 

.inister , Nguyen Co Thach (tock). 

deputy prime ) 
&C!lllllaicl.!:szx ~ '1 i'~'n 

The k US has been in touch with him in the -past end 

.taxzx has worked with him. "principal interlocutor M on this ~ 

i~ 
'H 

matter. 

But he is not h.i.XK~X holding up Vessey. We can't even get 

an advance team in there. I. ~ 

Prefer -- get tock to let advance emissary in there, childress 

in bangkok or s omebody 8.i_xif else if childress unacceptable, 

to prepare the way fo r Y_ •• eJ~xz the higher emissary, who would 

be vessey. 

But Powell •••• x is reluctant to give them vessey's name now, 

the Vietnamese do no t know he is to be the emissary. 

But would be of great help if you could get the vietnamese 

to let a us ~%.x rep in to pave the way f o r vessey 

any chance you could come to washington to meet with craig 

fuller, colin powel~;~cty nsc and a 

~i '\ ~ ,. ..J-<.-
good man, 

~'I 
1* general, 

~ and me. 

{jJ I think you should also talk to the Pre.ident . W, t ~ 
C' . 

~ t~· -~ (J/~. ,-

tij ~'~~~L) 
\".~ J--~\~ . ~ 
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~.L- .. .. , 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

'. 
' . 

Date_....;3::..!./.!:2~4/~B:..:.7 ___ _ 

TO: JIM CANNON 

FRmr: THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Howard tells me that you are going 

to see Ross. I . thought you might 

like to have a copy of the attached 

for your files. 

* * 
* * 

~. B. Ro" Perot 
1111 Forest Lane 
oall •• , Texas 75230 

Deal' ROls: 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WAaHINOTOH 

March 23. 1987 
(San Antonio) 

upon receiving your call Saturday I called Howard Baker. 
I alao informed Craig Fuller, who had previously briefed us on 
~. two most recent calls from you. I understand that Jim Cannon 
will be in touch with you. 

The President determined that Howard Baker would call you 
tM other day, keeping Frank Carlucci fully informe,d. 

I am sorry you feel you have had less than full cooperationJ 
~ I do understand your decision, relayed to me yesterday, to 
~ out of it- and convey whatever information you have to the 
.., negotiator . As I recall, you strongly favored this high level 

::rtiator concept. I helped get that concept put into effect 
I know we have a good man. 

lid be remiss, Ross, based on our friend.hip ot loncj-standing, 
11 I didn't tell you I was offended by your comment to Craig 
kDDckinq me for not calling you - instead of Howard Baker'. 
Galling you. The President properly made that determination. 
I bave worked with you all along the way hoping that your energy 
aDd principled determination would lead to what you and I both 
want - the return of our POW/MIA's. 

1 vill continue to do everything in my power to help qain 
tbeir return. So, I am sure, will the Pre.ident. 

You a.ked if Craig had told me that you had cancelled your 
Jle4ve to the Reaqan library. Be did tell m8 this. Be has 
aocurately reflected all that you have told him. 

I accept your decision to -qet out of it·, but I hope this 
.... not mean that you are unwilling to pass along leads on this 
critical aubject to those in the United States government who 
~ working day and night to try to qet the POW/~A's released. 



r 

Mr. B. Ro .... rot 
March 23, 1917 
'&98 two 
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The administration for it 1 i.sue on the fI'Qllf. bu' • part , v 11 continue to keep this who served. rner. We can do no le.. . We owe it to thos. 

Sincerely, 

v--'14 fAp...L _ ,-ocoi-~ ~ 7i ...... 

-i<t V~ f'~· C"'"~ . .J- r;;r 

GIMM-~ . vt<MI wt.:dz I~ 
-,- -I J <.J-v... -0$ 4-$d-~'f ~ ..t- ~ _. -·rr 

ttc;., '1 r,(t,e- /, I b"..:,r w::iJ ~ 
-to ~ -6t;..... ~e.--.z- ~ .vP+-possil44 _ 

bee I Howard Baker 
Prank Carlucci 
Don Gr~q 
Craig PUller 

~ 
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OFFICE OF THE VIC E FJAESIDENT 
WASHINO T ON 

March 2, 1987 

.,..1' Ed: 

!be attached material prOvides details discussed only briefly .,ith ~oss Perot in connection with Mr. von Marborl. 
•• Perot suggested that Mr. von M.ubod may be "in the rr.j(ldll" of this arros business." 

.e also indicated that Mr . von Merbod knows Assistant Secretary Armitage and WliS probably responsible for havinlj Frank Carlucci ask Ross Perot to stop criticizing Rich Anitage. 

I car. confirm none of th~&e statements. The attached is provi4ed in the event any fUrther review is thought to be necessary. 

Sincerely, 

Craig L. Fulle~ 
Chief of Staff to the Vice President 

~ Honorable Edwin Me .. se III Attorney General 
O.S. Department of Justice "shington, D.C. 20530 



4/9/87 
Q'A of 4/8/87 Powell v Perot 

Ql: Intriguing that Vietnamese officials acknowledge 
existence of live prisoners. Did ThACh or any other 
official tell him that in the presence of others, in a 
formal session? 

A: No official actually came out voluntarily and said they 
were there. At first they said they couldn't be any 
Americans in Vietnam because the us Defense Department had 
long AgO declared them all dead. But under Ross' strong 
questioning, and as he said he knew of intercepts of pathet 
Lao traffic indicating we knew they are there, they talked 
of the possibility that US prisoners might be in the hands 
of the Laotians, and that if this were so, they the 
Vietnamese would be helpful in getting them from the 
Laotians . Ross said they believe our spy satellites can see 
and recognize people on the ground. But Ross emphasized 
that no Vietnamese official he talked with stated flatly 
that there are live American prisoners . 

Q2: Who was with Perot? 

A. He did not tell me the n&mes, but said one had been with 
him at EDS and the other was a personal staff person 
who had made an advance trip into the country. I asked if 
one were a retired general and the other a retired navy 
captain and he said he did not know who I might b e talking 
about. 

Q3: Is there anything else Ross can do privately or is he 
ready to turn it over to Vessey et al? 

A. He said he could keep talking to the Vietnamese guys 
between now and theeir election on April 19. He said that 
he has had calls from the Vietnamese at the UN asking trying 
to find out if he had seen the President since his return 
from Hanoi. The important thing Perot wants, he said, is 
acknowledgement from the president that he has received the 
Perot recommendation of the appointment of A senior 
negotiator, and that he the President accepts that 
recommendtion and will act on it in the near future -- he 
referred again to the draft Presidential statement he 
suqqested. "I want the Vietnamese to see that Perot doesn't 
waste any time." 

After the election and the announcement of Vessey,Ross 
said, he would want to help Vessey by providing all the 
information and impressions he qot from his trip to Hanoi, 
pay for his support staff, maintain his personal contacts 
with Vietnamese leader toward the objective of helping them 
improve their manufacturinq, business methods and so on. 
"You see they have an incorrect view of what I can do for 
their economy, and I say let's capitalize on that for the 
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beinq to qet discussions started." 
~ But he said he is ready to step back and be privately 
be1pful as soon as Vessey is appointed. 

What did Perot tell him about the vessey mission? 

A That it should have a broad range of negotiating 
~aponsibility, and not be confied to MIA/POW issues. 

05. What does Ross think the Vietnamese expect from the US? 

a Allowinq their UN observer to go beyond the 25-mile 
lialt. permitting them to have some kind of an economic 
edVi.er, Vietnamese, stashed away in the Swedish or Swiss 
.aba.Sy. Allowing their prize-winning piano player to go 
OD • concert tour in the us. Counsel on improvinq their 
economy. Help in training their workers in better building 
.. theds. The old buildings built by Vietnamese workers 
UDder the supervision of French engineeers are still in 
~.at shape, but the newer ones built with the help of the 
!RIaians and Cubans are already deteriorating. support for 
getting the Russians out of the country by diplomatic means. 
In time, permitting Thach to make at least an unofficial 
wiait to the US . Ultimately, some form of trade with the US. 
ADd in time, Ross thinks, they would be willing to lease 
facilities in Camranh Bay to the US -- because the Americans 
Mba came ashore in Vietnam had money to spend in Vietnam and 
the Russians don't. 

However, Ross said, I would give them very little, 
DDth1ng but minor symbols, until they come across with 
.. aiatance in letting US teams go anywheree in Vietnam or 
Laos to look for remains and live prisoners in Laos. 
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DRAFT 

Dear Mr. Presfdent: 

~ findings on the POWIHIA study are IS follows: 

1) We left paws behind It the end of the war 1n Vietnam. 

2) Host of the men left behfnd were 1n laos . The evidence 15 ov, .... ,h.l.i'M 

\ 
,-" ,:, <'-

There are ~~"IAS 1n laos. 

The Pathet Lao repeatedly Made publfc statements about 
holdfng POWs. 

The Plthet Lao had safd repeatedly they WOUld not release 

the len until they received the money promised 1n the Hixon 
letter·. 

The Paris negotflt10ns wfth Vietna. did not include laos. 

The CIA could Hsten to J;he Plthet lao radfo Iyst .. during 
(c(,.c""''; 

the Wir.and hid ~5 hlrd ClSes. (I WIS personally briefed 

on thfs durfng the wlr • 

.) 

5) 
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We knew we had teft lien behind. Key people working on the issue 

expected a second group of POW's from Laos . 

In the Spring of 1913. Congress decfded not to pay the money President 

Hfxon had committed in his letter • 

6) Watergate was underway, and our government was not functioning well . 

1) In Apri l 1973. the Defense Department declared that there were no 

more Hving Americans in Southeast Asia . This fs the greatest single 

.istake made on the POW issue. This was done at a t1~ when we knew 

we had left men in laos--(and probably in Cambodia and Yfetnu) . 

8) In my recent visits with the Vietnamese. they said. -Why did your 

own government declare these len dead r ight after the war. After 

all these years, how can you expect us to take you seriously about 

looking for live Americans?-

9) It fs unrealistic to Ittetnpt I .f1ihry rescue of these men. 

We don't hive the .11ihry presence fn Southeast Asia to do 

it. 

--
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The risk/rlWard ratio .,k,s the Nbol. ide. impractical. 

10) We should not spend more time investigating why the men hive been 

left behind for fourteen years. Our attentfon .. st be focused on 

brfnging the men home. 

11) There is only one realistic way to 911n the rel.lS. of the rnen~-thnJug_ 

negotiations. 

12) Several months ago. I recommended appointing I Presidential negotflto~ 

I urge you to appoint I personal representative to negotfate with 

the Vietnamese. Gener.l Vessey is In excellent chofce. He will 

hive ~ full support. 

..tn) MIA fallltlfy llJed)ers and veterans groups wf11 react positively to 

this Ictfon. 

14) Generat Vessey must report directly to you--not to the Secretary 

of State or the "Se, if he is to hive the stitus needed to successfu1l1 

deal with Vietnam. 

15) General Vessey I s role cannot be If.fted to recovering the POW/MIAs 

and r~ins. This MOuld .. k. hf. fneffectfve with the Yietn ... sl. 

His roll lUst b. a broad one--to resolve the outstanding proble.s 

wfth Yietn ... laos and Ca.bodia. 

16) 
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I have strongly endorsed General Vessey to the Yfetnamese. 

did not seem to know much about him.) 

(They 

11) The fact that he is a soldier. not a diplomat. is a plus to them. 

18) They agreed to give me their reaction to having him appointed in 

the near future. They were pleased that we had reviewed thfs matter 

with them in advance. Apparently. we have not done this in the past. 

19) Hy lIItetfngs were with the Foreign Hinis~er. Hr. Thach. There is 

a good chance he will become the nationls leader. after the April 

elections . 

20) W. should publicly announce the recommendation that a negotiator 

be appointed as soon as possible, but we should not announce Gen . 

Vessey until we have received a positive indication 
7 

and until after the April elections--Aprl1 19. ' 

f~ the Vietn.llltse. 

21) General Vessey must be prepared to work on this matter full tflllt. 

and InIke several trips to Southeut Asia. 

22) In.y meetings with the YfetnUlese. [ have carefully postured the 

conversatfons so that the MIAs would be found and returned froll Laos. 

This al lows Yfetna. to release the ten wfthout critfcfs.. a~ch 
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Vietnam stressed that laos is I sovereign country. but that they w1ll help us in every possible ~ay. Foreign Mfnfster Thach is very shrewd and knows exactly what is going on. 

23) Information regarding c~ndftfons 1n Vietn •• and Southelst ASia •• nd the concernfof Vietnam's leaders was conveyed to 1M during the Deetings . This Ny be helpful to General Yessey. Howard Baker has this fn 'fo, ... ". but I .m not including it in this letter 1n .n effort to keep it brief. 

24) The principal obstacle fn obtaining the release of these men sfnce the end of the war has been a lack of diligence lnd follow through by our government. Choosing a man of Gen. Vessey's stature. giving hi. I broad .'s510n. supporting hia wfth Whatever resources he needs. lnd having hi. report directly to )'Ou is the strongtst possfble appro.a to gafn1ng the release of these men. 

25) I w111 .. fntafn ~ contacts wfth the Vfetnamese. ff they contfnue to show an fnterest fn lit. Working as a private citizen. I w111 keep Gen. Vessey and the appropriate persons on the Vhfte House staff fully briefed. 

hst wishes. 

1) 

I) 

I) 

') 

I) 
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ANNOUNCING VESSEY AS THE CHIEF NEGOTIATOR 

HRP ecommendation that the President appoint a chtef 
Publfc1y announce r 
ftt9Othtor. The White House should do this. vith the statement that the President has accepted the idea. (1 have always excluded .rself 
froa consideratton as the negotiator). 

Mike it clear that the chtef negot1ator's role is a broad one--not li.ited t~ POW/MIA issue. 

After the Apr1l 19 elections in Vietnam. and after we get the green 
.nnounce Gen. Vessey as the chief negotiator. 

119ht on Vessey. 

st.t .... nt endorsing Gen. Vessey. Thfs wtl1 
I wtl1 -ake a very strong 

hive a positive effect on the MIA families and Yfetna. veterans groups . 

I wf1l make it clear that IIY .,grk is done. but that I w111 support 
• pr ' •• te citften in any way that is appropriate. 

&tn. Vessey's efforts as I 

Ik fth the V1etn.-ese and be 
(This leaves me rooa to conttnue to ta w 
a sounding board for Gen. Vessey. ) 

I, 1 .nl need a way to provtde direct input to the White House IS well IS Yessey, but not through the NSC. 



The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr . President: 
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April 8, 1987 

Hy f indings on the POW/ MIA study are as follows: 

1) We left POWs behind at t he end of the war in Vietnam. 

2) We knew we were leaving men behind. 

3) The men left behind were held in Laos . 

4) The evidence that men were held in Laos is substantial--

There are 343 HIAs in Laos. 

During the war, Pathet Lao officials repeatedly 

made public statements about holding POWs, including 

statements made directly to me. 

.... ,orab 1 e Ronal d Reagan 
1987 
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The CIA l istened to the Pathet Lao radio system 

during the war, and had detailed information about 

1 ive POWs in taos. (During my trips to Laos during 

the war, I was personally briefed on this point 

by the CIA.) 

At the end of the war, the Pathet Lao publicly 

stated that they would not release the men until 

they received the money promised in the Nixon 

reparations letter . 

The Paris negotiations with Vietnam did not include 

POWs from Laos. The Vietnamese emphasize this 

paint . 

The Pathet Lao never rel.ased any POWs directly 

or explained what happened to the men they held . 

(A small number of men who were captured in Laos 

and turned over to Vietnam for detention were 

released by Vietna., along . with the other POWs.) 

5) In the Spring of 1973, Congress decided not to pay 

the $3.25 billion President Nixon had committed in 

his letter. 



The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
April 8. 1987 
Page Three 

6) Watergate was underway, and our government was not 

functioning well. 

7) In April. 1973. the Defense Department publicly declared 

that there were no more liv ing Americans being held 

in Southeast Asia. 

This is the most significant mistake made by our 

government on the POW/MIA issue. 

HonOrable Ronald Reagan 
Jt:11 8. 1987 
~F~r 

We don't have the military presence in Southeast 

Asia to conduct a rescue effort. 

We donlt know exactly where our men are held- -and 

we m~st know exactly where they are held to successfully 

carry out a rescue. 

The risk/reward ratio makes the whole idea impractical. 

10) We should not spend more time formin9 commissions to 

This was done at a time when we knew we had left investigate the reasons these men have been left behind 

men in laos (and probably in Cambodia and Vietnam). for fourteen years. All efforts must be focused on 

8) In my recent visits with the Vietnamese in Hanoi. they 

said, "Why did your Own government declare these men 

dead immediately after the war? After all these years. 

how can you expect us to take you seriously about looking 

for live Americans?-

9) It is unrealistic to attempt a military rescue of these 

men. 

As a practical matter. we are not going to start 

a new war with Yietnam--even a small one. 

bringing the men home. 

II) There is only one realistic way to gain the release 

of the men--through negotiations. 

12) Several months ago. I recommended appointing a Presidential 

negotiator. I urge you to appoint a personal representative 

to negotiate with the Vietnamese. General Vessey Is 

an excellent choice. He will have ~ full support. 

13) POW/MIA fa.lly members and veterans groups will react 

positively to this action. 
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The Honorable Ronald 
Aprll S. 1987 
Page Five 

Reagan 

14) 
General Vessey must report directly to you--not to 

the Secretary of State Or the NSC--If he 
is to have 

th . 
e status needed to Successfully deal with Vietnam. 

IS) General V~sseyls role cannot be 

the POW/MIAs and rema i ns . 
limited to recovering 

This would make him ineffec t ive 
with the Vietnamese . HI 

s rol e must be a broad one--to 
resolve the outstanding bl pro ems with Vietnam , laos 
and Cambodia. 

16) At Howard Saker's request . I have 
strongly endorsed 

General Vessey to the VI t e namese . (They did not seem 
to know much about him.) 

17) The fact that he I 
s a soldier. not a diplomat. is a 

plus to them. 

IS) They agreed to give me thel 
r reaction to having hi. 

appointed in the near fut 
ure. They were pleased that 

we had re.lewed this matter with 
them In ad.ance . 

Apparently. 
we ha.e not cleared such appointments in 

the past. 
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... ", .. ,b Ie Ronal d Reagan 

19) 

20) 

21) 

22) 

1987 

My recent meet i ngs in Hanoi were with the Foreign Minister. 

Nguyen Co Thach. who is also Vice-Chairman of the Council 

of Hlnlsters. 

You should publicly announce your acceptance of the 

recommendat ion that a Presidential negot iator be appointed. 

(The Vietnamese are expecting this announcement as 

a signaL) 

You should not announce General Vessey as your negotiator 

until we have received a positive indicat ion from the 

Vietnamese . 

General Vessey must be prepared to work on this matter 

full time for many months and to make several extended 

trips to Vietnam. 

23) During my meetings with the Vietnamese. I carefully 

postured the conversations so that the MIAs would be 

found In laos and returned by the laotian government . 

This approach allows Vietnam to a.old criticism for 

having held the men. 

24) Information regarding economic conditions In Vietnam 

and Southeast Asia and other concerns expressed by 
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were conveyed to me during the meetings, 

This may be helpful to General Vessey. Howard Ba~er 
has this information, but I am not including it in 

this letter in an ·effort to keep it brief. 

25) The principal obstacle in obtaining the release of 

these men since the end of the war has been a lack 

of diligence and follow-through by our government. 

Choosing a man of General Vessey's stature, giving 

him a broad mission, supporting him with whatever re,;ourc .. 

he needs, and having him report directly to you is 

the strongest possible approach to gaining the release 

of these men. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

c~ r2--/ 
Ross Perot 

89 

FUTURE ACTIONS 

Approve lifting the twenty-five mile limit when Foreign 

Minister Thach visits the United Nations. Perot will take 

hi. on a private trip across the United States, in appreciation 

for Thach's past willingness to allow search teams and POW/MIA 

delegations to enter Vietnam. 

Allow a small number of Vietnamese to visit the United States 

to study our economic system. Perot will make all arrangements. 

It Allow the Vietnamese pianist to tour the United States. 

Granting a visa 1s the only action required . Perot will 

handle other arrangements. 

4) Allow General Giap to make a private trip to the United 

States. 

Lecture at the War College. 

Visit with the Joint Chiefs . 

Perot will take him to points of interest in the 

United States. 
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Approve Perot sending a small 
group of businessmen and 

to Vietnam to talk with them about 
rebuilding their econom y. 

6) General Vessey's missfon' must 

7) 

to PO~/MIA. 
be a broad one--not limited 

If his mission Is limited 
to PO~/HIA. we are 

wasting his time. and we will not accomplish 
( Our Objectfve. 
It Is my view that the V' t 

le namese will not even meet with 
him. If his mission is limited 

to PO~/MIA . ) 

. Have Ma 1 r in Fitzwater set the record stralght __ 

That Perot Was asked to make 
the POW study by 

the President and Vice-President. 

That Perot ' s conclusion was that 

negotiator should be appointed. 
a Presidential 

That Presfdent Reagan concurs 
with the conclusion 

and that General Vessey Is his choice. 

This will repair the damage 

State Department releases . 
done In Viet b "am y the inaccurate 
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198~, before 1'IcPa.~.lan. left. Ro,~ Perot talked to Pres ~ 

pos.iibilY with Nancy, present, about Vietnam_ POW1M,IA situation, 

RR said yes" 

people In to Vietnam to see what might be done . 

Regan, leaked to 8 Sam Donaldson , 

recently to George Bush. who couldn't ' decide whether he should 
official or pvt ixx citizen. Ca 

• .ted to call Perot, •• kx suggest he go .s pvt citizen. Perot 
• at Baker, Bush. president, cabcelled library contribution pled~ 
felt being invited to violate Loqan Act, and jeopardize personsl 

Baker, he suggested Baker say hello to me . 

asked me to call him, see what I could do. RoSSI live people 

retewe~ his persion ot issue : people , bones 

CDlin Powell asked me to qet bim to consider clearing a team to 
advance tor Vessey to go in as senior negotiator (l/21) 

of conversation, Ros. said leaving next day, in reapon •• to invitation 
eaten4ed through Vietnam UN lep on behalf of PM Nguyen Thach 

.. not to tell anybody -- at •• id carlucci try to stop him, even 
by creating accident. -Ive worked wtbh those boy. overs.a., rem@mber 

•• ked to see baker, brief him.a.ked that he. role 
as signal to Vietnames., wait until election 4/19 
4/7. 8akert to Pre. next day. Pre., VP, Carlucci 
anything at that pt. Pix to Carluccl1 real. 

-.. ht'ot to retain Cannon: ille9al under ethic. rule. 
to Powell: What ahould w. do . Po~ll someWkat willin9 to h.lp. 

~I If one per.on alive, and aa qets him out, extr.o~di.nry.ev~nt. 
If only bone., not too aueh for Pre. '. ~"f ~ 

~t 1./ any hope ~ere i. anyone alive? ' I""":" l,v" trt-iJ 

2? V •••• y ri9ht person? Good h'.alth, a~ c:~~.t.!,CE 
l/ Guidone. to JHC '. 1fv<.~Y- I't-'" 
~. ~~ ~I V II 
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April 12, 1987 

MEMORANDUM TO SENATOR BAKER 

FROM, JAMES M. CANNON 

SUBJECT, VIETNAM POW/MIA ISSUE 

You asked me to make a private recommendation to you 
about Ross Perot " and the Vietnam POW/MIA issue. 

First, it is not clear to me exactly when and to what 
extent President Reagan talked personally to Perot about 
this issue. Discussions began when Bud McFarlane was 
Director of NSC, according to Perot, and took place from 
time to time since then. I don't believe we will know the 
tacts about this unless and until I sit down with Perot and 
construct a chronology with specifics of what happened when 
and with whom, a chronological account that we can then 
check with President Reagan, McFarlane, and others involved. 
To do .this will require some effort and cost; you can better 
judge its value. 

What is most important now, at this point in the 
broader issue, is that --

NSC and/or Defense concluded that General Vessey 
shOUld go to Hanoi as senior negotiator for the U.S., and 

Perot has cleared the way for General Vessey's 
acceptance by the Vietnamese. 

So, I suggest, let's go ahead. I believe NSC should 
proceed with the steps necessary to put Vessey in place . 

I recommend the following: 

1. Issue the White House press release this weex, the 
draft of which I gave you and General Powell. It 
acknowledges that Perot studied the issue at the request of 
President Reagan, made a recommendation for the appointment 
of a senior negotiator, and that recommendation has been 
accepted. To do so may cost something in personal 
sensitivities; but it is the most expeditious way to get 
qoing. ' And not to do so will put the clearance for General 
Vessey back in the hands of the NSC staffers Who for 
whatever reason -- cannot get into Hanoi to talk to Nguyen 
Thach and other Vietnamese officials. 

2. Wait for the Vietnam elections on April 19. 

3. If Thach wins, have the President's UN 
Representative, Ambassador Walters, arrange with the Vietn~ 
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formally inquire whether Vessey is II ~epresentative to 
.-ceptab1e . 

4. To backshtoP thh.IUNama~~f~a~~~ei;e~~~::~~!iiv::ki~he and Frenc , w 0 
; l~l,t~,. snto pave the way for Vessey. 

llAft°l, 
might ask Ross 5 Before Vessey goes to Vietnam, you what 

b i~f vessey on who he met and what he saw and 
::Vi~e he might have for Vessey. 

what I "have been able to learn in a f7w days, the 
From 'ndin a live prisoner in Laos or v~etnam,are 

cb&nces of f~ i ft last week I went over to talk w~th 
.lim. After you ~e ossibility of a prisoner, and he says 
Jack Marsh ab~u~h~re ~eing one are "almost none. 1I When I 
:::e~h~~~e~oOstate the odds, he suggested 1 in 100,000. 

Yet we need to know. With Vessey in place, ~~ could 
t in t~ams to cover-raDs and Vietnam and answe: s ~f 

Pu d f 11 and recover the rema~n question once an or a , 
~ricans we know they do have. 

I believe that you and President Reagan 
bave !~ ~~~~~~ity to write the last c~ap~~rd~fi~~e 
~rican War in Vietnam , and I recommen Y 

The country will be grateful when 
and history will not overlook what you 
that sad experience. 

- 2 -

that finally happens, 
have done to close 
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u.s. S.ays Vietnam Delaying 
yessey's Diplomatic Mission 
" ~ Associated Press 

; The RC:lg:m administr.1tion s.,id 
'yesterday it has asked retired Army 
!Jen. John W. Vessey, • former 
ch.,innan of the Joint Chiefs of 
'Staff, to prepare for a diplomatic 
inission to Vietnam, but that actions 
~y lIanoi have detayed the initia­
tive. 
: : State ncp:trtmcnt SI)O)(CSIll:l11 
Charles E. !led man disclosed. that 
President Reagan asked Vessey last 
(all to be "n emissary to lIanoi to ' 
help improve efforts to account (or 
missing J\mcrican servicemen. 
;' Redman said the decision was 
'based on Vietnamese cooperation 
~and it was to be aimed at exploring , 
" • 

ways that progress could lJe accel­
erated." 

Since then, howevcr, "the' Viet­
namese have not agreed to any 
meetings, lcchllic.,1 or policy," he 
said. ' 

Vcssey, 64, a 44-year Army vet­
cr:1O, served in the Vietn;ul1 war 
and was chairman o( the joint chicfs 
(rom 1983 to 1985. In carly April 
he w"s appointed to a presidential 
commission invcstig:1ting brc:tchcs f 
in U.S. embassy security, an appar­
cnt indication o( the dormancy o( 
any Vietnam initiative in which he 
might be involved. 

Since the fall of the U.S.-backed 
Saigon government in 1975 and the 

unification o( the country under 
communist leaders, the United 
States ha. sought cooperation fronl 
Vietnam in .ccouuting for .pprox­
imately 2,500 Americ.,n service­
men who \Yere missing in :lction or 
(ailed to emergc (rom prisoncr o( 
waf cmups. 

flor a long time, IIanoi peggcd its 
level of coollCration to U.S. willing­
ncss to improvc general relations 
betwcen the two countries, but it ' 
latcr ""id it would treat the POW­
MIA effort as a sCpMate, human­
itari:m endeavor. 

Redman So,id the Vietnamese in­
(ormed the United Statcs that the 
delay in fllrther meetings is dne to 
internal political rcasons. 

"Wc hope that th.t's trllc and not 
an indication that they intend to 
attempt linlmgc to other politic.l 
matters which they had prcviously 
agreed were sep.1Catc (rom thesc 
humanitarian issues," I{cdn1.1n s.,icL 

v 

'" ... 

~ 
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THE WHITE aOtJSE 

Office of the Press secretary 

-lOr Immediate Release April 2(, 1987 

STAT~NT BY THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT · FOR PRESS RELATIONS . 

.. a correction in today'. press briefing, the 90v~~nment wa~ not .. are t hat Mr . Perot ha4 qone to Vietnam until after h. had . "turned and. provided t he White House with "" 4ebri.fing. . 

" , 



was all 
I eSon't 
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- 21.1 -

I 
MR, ' FITZWATER I Ht told ma thi, llIorning h, thought that 

t could be because that', all ha couleS imagine 1t being, but 
think "f didn't uk the que. tion qui te the t way. 

"0 Well, hOlt could 

tUl.. FITZ'fATERI It'. an interutingo qu .. Uon. 1: eSon't 
know. Maybe eall Rhatt O."'son. wall, I'll tall you, let', figure 
it out afterwarda and ..,,'11 post it, because w, IIlght have to go to 
I.v".l IOutet. to l~nd tht. out. 

Bob? 

Or betta' yat, why don't you call Inouye. Let', call 
Inouye and uk hill. Thu'd be ttla eulut way. 

Q 

Q 

Cet hl~ on the phone __ 

ap •• ku phone. (L.tI.ughter '.J 

MR. FITZWATER I What ara you talking about, Senator? 

Bob? 

Q Hould you raview plea •• ..,hetnet' the Counsel and the 
.cofQlIIl tt ... IU tht entin diary or ucuptl? 

HR. FITZWATERr Excerpts. t~x -- '1~u9ht.r.) 

Bob? Bill? 

o You're 10sin9 control in here, Hulin. 

o Don't you think it's i.port~nt to the credibility of 
the this whole e.eerpt -- that you be able to .ay something that goes 
to the point ot what, if any, Iran or Contra aaterial would not be in 
the.e excerpte -- what would be excisad? 

HR. FITZWATER I They would all be included -_ everything 
ulatad to Iran would be inCluded. 

o Everyth1ni related to :Eran and the Contru will be 
included in these excerpt. -- you can .ay that tlatly? 

HR. FITZWATER, I can -_ y ... 

Ira? 

Q ~an wa iet to. '-0 •• Perotl 

HR. FITZWATERI Sure. 

0 " Thara', a .tory in the new.paper that .ay. h. went, 
a. I ,.call, without lOQ~lni --

HO' 
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..,t he went to Vietnam with the blea.ing -- the t.cit ble,.lng of 
, •• Pre.ident, now will not conduct any further negotiatIon. because 
•• Statt Department acted anogintly In" talking about It. Did the 

:, •• ld.nt iive ht, bleSSing? What'. going on in th •• e negotlation,l 
&ad attack t~a Stat. Dapartment, pl.a.e. 

HR. FlTZWATERI Wall, therel. a lot -- it'. difficult to 
...cribe the proce •• , but to the be.t of my knowledge, the Iltuation 
,. tbat Roa, 'erot haa baan intare.ted 1n and involved 1n tha HIA-POW 
proces. for a long time. He ha. co.mittad a eonslder~ble a.ount of 
.,. time and energy and money to this is.u. an4 ha. con.ulted with 
~pl. in and out of the admini.tration on a varIety of levels about 
lbt, for a number of months. Hi. role i, ~nofflcial •• tar a. the 
",lnistration i, conc.rned. HoweYlr, hi haa dilcu.sed this ~atter, 
'Ioa time to tim~, with tha Pr.,i4ent, the Vice Pre.ident, tha Chiet 
ol 'taff, and othe'l. 

HlI JC.ost recant tr ip wa w"e .-"ata of. He d16 discu .. it 
wlth tha Chief of Staff. And we wi.hed him lucee •• , .s we bave in 
,11 ot hia end'avors on bahalf of POW, and HIA,. 

Q Wa. that when he vas in to .ee Regln shortly betora 
.. ,an'a daplrtura? 

o Right, that', corr,ct. 

MA. FI1'ZliATIi:RI t think " thst vat 11 can .. - ha wn in to 
•• e "gIn, but ht was -- I think h. wa. al.o in to .ee Howard Baker. 

Wt hay I conaistently s.id that we would weleome anyone 
wtao baa information on POW. and MIA.. lit eertainly welcolu the 
,.,port of a aan lika Ros. Parot. Now, when you gtt into specific 
r.lationships with depact.,nta and to forth, I don't rtally know what 
tbay arl, but I would preter to hne It to --

o Firat of .11, dOl. aith,r tha law or the Tower 
-.i .. ion report give yo~ any pau.e about havin9" a privata 
'''ivldual conducting what amount. to diplomacy? 

MR. FITZWATER, Ue Is keeping the goyernmant into,aed ot 
.'s action.. He', doing thlm on his own. Ona can go into Vietnam on 
b'. -- on thair own. And 10 wa havi no r.a.on to be conca,nad that 
Z'. aWa'e of. 

J 0 Art you diaappointed that hI!: 'I now discontinuin9 H 
-- app.arl to ba? 

1-lA. FITZWATER. I don't know what bh plan. are now. 

o Pero~ fe.ls that Colonel Childre •• ha. und'rcut hi. 
... ba, conslst.ntly tria" to keap him out. 

HR. FItZWATERI I know that h. has had dittaranc •• with 
.... r.l peopla in and out ot the govern.ent, lome privata ,roups a. 
"11 II aome govern.ent officials tbat he has not agr.ed with in 
"r .. ot thl course ot Iction. And OUt re.pona. haa bean that we 
..leo •• hi. idea' ,nd he's frea to help out in any way that he ean. "t 1 ai.ply wen't get involved in any of his perlonal discus. ions 
with governe'nt official •• 

o well, 'erot faell that _any tl.a. -- Ot be want. to ::t ~,e re~ordl .nd you'ya 4anied hi., Ilthough 10U ,ave bi •• eee.s 

... ,1n'11y to 10.' ot DIAla ,ecordl, that you dany bi. the rigbt to 
all oC tha teCord. pertaining to tbi. i.sue. 

tll MA. FITZWATER, It wa •• Y und.rltanding that he had .aen 
.. ,-ot thl ,ecorda partainin, '0 tbia i"ua. How, there .ay ba ao.e 
'.9 te th.re, but 1 know that wa have bt.n vety forthcoaing In 
•• 019ing hi. in revlew. of racords and rlvitw. of docu~.nt., 
a.'culalionl with govlrn.ent oltici,la. 1 know that he ha, b.an vary 

· .. 90 Ve' witb the know of 

MOB ,2051-04/24 
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. head Of the OIA and with the CtA and others, And I don't know of anything that h., .been denied hl~. 

o Well, ht'. tace It, his view hi that thtre stl11 may ba people alive Ova, the,. -- DC there .tll1 .r. people alIve over th.ee. Aa I undor.t~nd it, the administration's viaw ia that the,a Is no credible avideneo to that extent that you've a •• n Is that correct? • 

. MR. FITZWATER: We don't have any credible avidence But like hi., wi have to a.sum. that It', po.slble and wa cartalnly· weleome hi. work in that behalf. That'a what guides our policy. We have people working all ova, the world .,.rching for POW'. and MIA' •• 
Q :r'hen wbat do you need hll11 tor? 

HR. FITZWATER, Wa w.lco~. everybody, If you want to go, Ita .- anybody. 

Q You mean I could talk to thl head at a toreign government or a rlprellntative of a foralgn govlrn~ant on behalf of the United States --

Q 

Q 

called the Logan Act --

on behalf of United Stato.' .im? which ia the 
.Ut. FlTZW1l.TERI Wa couldn't l:.Iy you'd pass yourult as the UndeuecrUIrY of State. (Laughter.) 

o No, but -. 

HR. FITZWATERJ But if you wanted to go to China and h' WI' willing to talk to you, you could .ura do it. 

o Walt, I thought that'. Igainlt the l.w -- when you're repre.enting --

o Go, In. (Lau~hter . ) 

Q 

Q 

That's not again.t the law? 

Harlin? 

HR. FITZWATERI Sar.h? 

o Hr. Perot •• ld that rlcently -- paedon .y cold .­Mr. 'eeot •• ld that he w •••• ked by thl Whit. Hou •• to look into thh. Now, how could be be asked by the white 1101,111 to lDO~ into this .nd be givln all of tha., recordl, and allot this accl •• to top plopla, and all th1. inform.tion and .till ba an unofficll repn'entathe? 

Q 011ia did it. 

HA. rl~:WATEAI Hell, it'. kind of a fine lina thlee 1n I ,In •• , but 1 do want to try to draw it. And the line i. thlt WI Ippr,ciata bil work. We have trild to be helpful. He have gotten hi. involved, in a .In.e, of shoving hi ••• much a. we po •• ibly c.n. 
o The dooe. 

MR. rIT'WAT&.. Jut he is not operatin9 I' • govarn.lnt raptl.lntativi. 

Q 
.ugg .. tecS tbil 
and conaent to 

Marlin, Plrot cI.a in about tvo .onth, 190 and viait, but h. alao wanted thl Pc •• ldant ' • andor,l.ent hi. baing tba lead rap~e.antltiva or a9.~t with elgar4 
HO .. .2051-04/24 
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illUI and 
.i:::.:::::::~ .• ating? :: ... t.1ng? 

hi was turned down on thlt. Now w •• thece a And waa he givan that kind iaprimatur at the 

HR. rITZWATER: 1 don't know of Iny sub.equant meeting. 1 know, the atatul i, unchanged. 

o But you said he mat with Regan. I prasullIt he lIIet on that inatlnCe, "'rIhlch, 1 think waa about two months ago. 

MR. FITZWATER: don't know. 

o And you .aid he meant with Baklr afteeward,. 
HR. FITZWAT&R: Ke'. been back in .ince tha teip and on tha tc1p .. ..,all. 

o But did ha ~eet with Baker before going7 Did ha get reapon,. from B.~.r than he got feom 

HR. FITZWATER: Thlt 1 don't know. 
o Well, you just •• id that he pra.u~abl~ .et with like, a. well •• with Ragan. 

MR. rITZWATERI Yu, I .think --
o So if ha d1d, that could be a later alt of , .. ,ructiona, and that ia/ indaed, what he wanted. H. vanted ... ba wa. perceivld around hera ••• paln in tha •••• 

conteol 

MR. FITZWATER I Kil inatruction. 41d not changl at .. ,&1... Hi. inatructiona wlra that .-

Q He had no In.truction. in the first place. 
HR. FITZWATER; Our re.ction hi. been the .a.e from the a.,lnning __ that 'rIe ..,Ilcoml hi. wOfk, we hopl he Is succes.ful, but .. il not a governmant repea.ant.ti v •• 

Q 

HR. rlTZWAT£RI Saul? 
o Harlin, just a. a .attee of principll, why should he .. anr-or. affectivI than tha Unitad State, govern.ant? 
HR. rITZW~TERI 1 don't know that ha ia. It'l ai.ply "'t be has thl lntlra.t and .-

_Ulb,. 

"'.1 lot. 

Q And tha principle. 

HR. flTZWATERI 
And w. walco.e 

Q 

•• the &onay, and thl ti •• , and ha', 

HR. rITZWATERI W. havI III ot that and ve're doing an And VI think we'va done. very good job in this Ice •• 

HORE 12059-04/24 
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. a Ion', th.u • --tb"a ..... tbat we. 4 the ,u1 -- on. of the holdups h 
n~. I politic.l ,.ttl' .. nt of 10., '~tt of 

KR. rIT1wA~ER' Wall, 1 don't I couldn't 

a .. And an wtI will1ng to 40 that? 

HR. FITZWATER, " I eouldn 't tt, the two our le"ch foe HIA' •• n~ POW', 1, __ togetha,. I ."n, 
a so, ba', lIOn afhctive than __ 

HR. PITZWATER ! - ... ... parat. hlUI. 

a -- the United Stat •• govI,nment in tbl' thing? 

l(ft. FITZltATtRI 
and WI at. Itfeclivi. 

wouldn't a.y that, no . lie 1, affecth, 

that, no. 

a 
a 

What tiDI i, it7 

About noon, 

HJt. rr'!'ZWATERI \fa would not support th.t or encourage 

a want to hill and 
honaga 

WIU, you .. ked hi. for 

I . 
erial. in Llb'non. 

IDOney in the 

.... tlTZWATERI Well --

g Two .1111on buck •• 

a Oli . 

i d d 
Q And tb't lilPl1u .. VIlli to POW', 0- MI.'. if, 

n. " , that •• ,. &lI.y all.,.. .. 
honlg. MIt. rInMATE., Wall, I think that" cUlt.nnt than 4 
to do . .ltu4tlon, but 49 41n, a prlyat. citla.n can 40 what ha vanta 

a 

a "Harlin, co •• on --

you •••• to 
Q Nov, walt •• lnuta, walt •• lnuta -- c~n 1 tollow _. 
bl Indorllni the notlon that th. United Stlt •• aight 

UO!t-OC!2f 

, ' 
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.upport p~ylni t hl!'! ran,OIl tor .the . return ot any people -­

M~. PITZWATER, No, no. 

Q well, how can you dlltinguiah betwean a POW and a 
in L.b.n~nl 

HR. FtTZWATERI. 1 don't lIIun to. I lIuat have laid t~at 
I don't lIIe4n to. 

Q Yo~ ~aid it'. differ.nt than a hOltage .ituation. 

HR. FITZWATER, Wdl, I 'II" .. ying _. but what perot. h 

Q But, to atat. it clearly, would you .ay that the 
.. ".d Stat •• would oppo.a paying any 1I0ney for raturn of paopl. froll 
1140China -- by tha government or any private citizen? 

MR. FITZWATERI Havlng trouble thera, Dan? 

a 
a 
Q 

3y the govunlr,ent or by any private eithen? 

E.untially, you aran't. (Laughter.) 

Mulin --

MR. rITzwAtERI SUianne. 

Q You said you welcollle Perot', ettorU at -- but he 
.... till a private eitizen and you all turnad down I'll. request to 
&ak. pri.oner of W~r and MIA dutia. aWAy froll Richard Atllita;a, the 
"aiatant Secretary ot Defanle. Do you all oppeaa that? 

MR. tITZWATER: 

o Mr. Perot a.kad of you all, t ballava, tD gat rld of 
tho •• dutl •• away frolll Hr. Arlllitage beeau.e he suspected th~t 

•• wa. not carrying thai. duti •• out 1n the be.t inter.at. of the 

HR. FITZWAtER I Well, w. have a lot of people involved 1n 
MIA aituation . As yOU know --

1100 job. 

o Hr. Armitage haa thl duty for thl Dlt,nao 

MR. rI~ZNAtt~1 That'. eorraet. WI think he'a 40ing a 

Q Harlin --

HR. PITZWATERI Barry. 

a 
a 
a 

Ye •• 

Ye •• 

Q Yu. 
MR. PITZWA:ERI Thougbt you'd navar get ln barl. 

o 1. the Prealdent up .. t by Stanfod', rejection of 
"- "'gen Libr,ry? 

MR. rItZWATERI The Presidant 1. eoafortable wlth the 

MO" 12059-04/24 
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Some months aoo I asked Ross Perot to look i nto the 

Vietnam POW/MIA issue, oet to t he bottom of it, and make 

recommendations to me about what the U. S. should do to 

resolve it. 

After working on this for some time, Ross concluded 

that I should appoint a senior level negotiator , reporting 

directly to me, to work with the Vietnamese and Laotian 

governments to establish an effective working relationship 

between Our nations, and to explore fully and resolve the 

POW/ MIA. issue . 

,'. fter careful consideration and discussion, I have 

decided to accept this recommendation. In the near future I 

will choose and announce A Presidential negotiator. 

We must fully acCOunt for all pow/MIA's 1n Southeast 

Asia. I believe my deCision to send a senior negotiator to 

Vi@tnam and Laos is the most practical and eff@ctive way to 

resolve this issue with finality. 

~~/~~ 
-co . rio-.. ~ .( 

105 

Selna1:or DASCHLE. It says: in a DOD sponsored press conference 
12, 1973, I made the statement that DOD had no specific 

..... ,Ie<lge indicating that any U.S. personnel were still alive or 
pr:~b;:l:i~~n:~So~ utheast Asia . This statement has been the basis 
U answers from DOD to questions concerning the 

.'DlIIILY that Americans may still be held prisoner in Southeast 

was a totally accurate, factual statement at the time that it 
made. In light of more recent events, I believe this answer is 

fully satisfactory. 
know what events he was specifically referring to, Mr. 

PEROT. No sir. I just read it. I'm like you. I've been trying to 
for years. We're back to where we were this morning. 

Yawdln't it be nice if everybody just put the cards on the table. 
we could go over on the other side, where the productive 
could be done and negotiate. Instead, we stay preoccupied 

~here. 
'!'he same people that call me night and day for 20 years, the 

lUBe people that asked me to send my people back into Tehran, 
IIill I did. The same people that were calling me for support for 
~eral Dozier, etc, etc, etc. 

The same people who rewrote history here back 2 or 3 months 
in terms of leaks to the press, have been boasting last week 
I would be taken out by something they were going to give to 

the Republican Senators at the last minute. And I guess I'm 
at it. 
the fascinating thing is, if you read it all, it confirms every­

said. If you go through and cherry-pick it, you could have 
it. If you look at it carefully, you will conclude they were 

re<:or,dinll! my conversations, which I am underwhelmed with. 
people who would call me at 3 in the morning asking for 

~Inillion in Rome in an hour. 
~r"U"""M' . Could you show me that just so I can get up with 

the taping. 
rE.ROT. All right. Let's just start right here. Wait a minute. 

:'~~d~~rglanized because I just got to see it for a minute. 
':."AIRN~' . Take your time. 

There's a handwritten note here. Let's just go to, 
~~Irru"d"m for the files from the Vice President, March 21, 1987. 

of direct quotes in here. No, that's not the one. The better 
somewhere else. 
yes, let's start with this first one here on top. Typewritten 

,-=·~U of Howard Baker, Jr.'s 1987 talking points. You've got the 
handwritten document here with no date on it. Then 

the typewritten document with the date on it. 
~ou go way back here into these files and you get a Com­
different indication of the conversation. Now, I'm going to 

!""Q..-v,ou know, to really be able to answer you as concisely as 
like me, I'll need an hour or two to play around with 

is, what the handwritten notes says doesn't 
back and whoever 
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A.ll of these inferences that have been coming straight from 
WhIte House to the press over the last few months that they . 
know I was. going .to Han~i, that I was acting or: my own, 
w~ dlsruptm!f t~elr negotIation, if you read back through this 
terlal-they .dldn t have any negotiations. They couldn't get in 
door. They dldn:t have anything going on. 

They had a disagree;'Dent in ter;'Ds of whether I should go or 
I knew that. The NatIonal Secunty Council--,some of them 
want me to go, some of them thought it would be productive 
etc, etc .. And you .look through here, and you see an internai 
pute gomg on,. WhICh I was aware of, and it is really . 
wade through It. I would say, I hope this is declassified. It 
mterestmg for the press to have access to all of it. 

The CHAIRMAN. This. is declassified and it will be released. 
M~. PERIYI'. ~use It tells-if you read the whole thing and 

lyze It, I thmk It tells a pretty accurate story. But now here's 
for you. ' I 

The CHAIRMAN. I'm trying to protect Senator Daschle's 
here. 

!'fro PER<?T' I don't :-vant to waste your time, sir. Let me J'ust 
thIS one. It s a three-Imer. 

We still bel~eve that it's not wise for Ross to go. After 14 
they hav.e de~led hve Americans. If we were to produce live 
can you unagme what will be asked for? 

I rest my case. 
The CHAIRM;'N. Let me just say, Mr. Perot, before 

Dasc\,l~, I don t thmk there's any reason to be defensive 
what s '!' here. The committee offers this as part of effort to 
everythmg. 

Mr. P~RIYI'. Well, I would like to have a couple of days 
t~rough It, and the~ i.n 5 minutes we could have put it in pelrspecl; 
tlve. RIght now, It s Just a-it's a combination what . 
been taped phone conversations transcribed in 40 pages. 
ZSe CHAIRMAN .. I certainly Concur with you, Mr. Perot, that 

n s to read m Its whole, and we are trying to do that Senawt! 
Daschle. . 
. Senator REID. Would you yield for a second? I think it 
mstructIve, after people get their general questions asked to 
Mr. :t=:erot back some other time, at his convenience afu,r he 
had tIme to go through these in more detail. ' 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, let me just say, Mr. Perot volunteered 
c~me back tomorrow after ~he others testify if there is a revision 
history here. I h~ve told him that he will have the opportunity 
come back any t'."'e that he sees fit, if allegations are made thai 
are contr~ry to his memory or to fact. And that invitation remainl 
open to hIm. Senator Daschle? 

Senator DASCHLE. Just to close that point, I guess I am reaIlt 
amazed, .and share your frustration, I guess. But I am amazed that 
gIven thIS memo, and the. acknowledgement in print by Dr. Shieldl 
~hat he r.nade a 1lllStake m saymg what he did publicly, that that 
mformatlOn has been under wraps, has been submersed in all of 
this investigatory effort for the last 20 years. 
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is phenomenal to me that we've liv<:d under some myths per­
to information that we knew eXIsted as early as May 24, 

PERIYI'. Did this come from the Defense Department? Do we 
. where this finally came from? So they had it all along, they 

:.~~~:rb~~~~~i~tt to us. That is correct. It goes to a broader question 
going to pursue with you, and I'd be interes~ in y~ur 

... ,rvati.ons. You mentioned, oftentimes, your frustratIon WIth 
and your amazement at how quickly information from bur­

of the Defense Department or the Congress are released so ac-
mr,ltelly so frequently. 

be interested in your observations as to why, given the 
of this information, given the kinds of reports that we know 

to exist why, given propensity for leaks, there have not been 
conseq~ential leaks relating to this information in the last 20 

PERIYI'. I don't know, sir. It's a good point. Everything else 
this doesn't. 

Se"at;or DASCHLE. We've had four administrations. One Demo­
Republicans in 20 years, and I am surprised that more 

~onnat1~n has not come out. 
I am out of time, but let me just ask one other question, 

.. that has to do with a statement that you have made frequent­
~. and I understand why you have made it. That is t!,at the Lao-

~:t1u5=~i1~:e~~1 has a wiliingIOess to trade mformation, to trade for something. To trade information for some kind of 
. perhaps, some ki",d of remuneration. . . 

it your that the LaotIan Government IS monohthIc,. all:d 
the capacity to deal with the United States ~ a monolIthIC 

in Laos? In other words, would It not be poSSIble that th~re 
entities who would be willing to come forth for somethmg 

-:"_ ••• au $4 billion, and if so, why would they n~t come forth? 
PEROT. That monolithic, I guess, is relatIve. Would you say 

Government is monolithic? 
tl!nlll~'rDASCHLE. No. 

I would agree. So, I don't think that there is any­
probably-it is quite different from our Government, 

celrbiin Ilv is not a place where one person knows everythmg, 
. _-: ____ to everything, has a booklet on wh~re 7ach person who 

be surviving is held, etc, and who could gIve It to us, who IS a 
~.~lm'!Dt official. 

serves the Government's purpose see, Laos is sort of the 
'PIlllen child in this whole thing. Laos has been pampered since the 

the war. This is something we want to forget. These are 
we don't want to talk about. 
don't want to talk about clean rice and dirty rice. We don't 

"-I1t to talk about the Golden Triangle. We don't want to talk 
~t the drugs that mayor may not have been moved during this 
w_le process. 

~
l. don't want to get into that. I hate to even bring it up, but I'm 

g-and the only reason I bring it up is so that you understand 
y Laos is sort of in a special category. I say, at this point in time 

"" say to Laos, look, friend-and we have treated you as friends. 
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Here. is thE! overwhelming evidence, most of it from your 
people m their own POSts,. some ~rom o,!r signal intelligence, 
from othE!r sources. Here IS the picture m 1988. Here is your 
ment saymg you killed them. 

We. put . all this on the table at one time and say, if we are 
remrun fnends, then you must now fully face this issue with 
an.d th,!n start, the negotiation. I don' t think money is the iSSue 
this pomt. We ve already bear-hugged Laos ever since the end 
the war. With Laos you have one situation, with Vietnam 
have another. ' 

Senator DASCHLE. Well, I have overextended my time. I 
you. 

Mr. PEROT . .But I suggest to you that the key thing here, and 
core problem ~s summed up right here in this little three-line 
ment. See, this town focuses on how things look, not how 
are. Ever~body has been worried to death since this whole 
keeps commg up, is how will it look if they ever come home 
. That's not the issue. The issue is, they're our men. Th~y 
mto combat for us. We left them. We owe it to them to bring 
home. 

It won't look prE!tty back here, but we can build a consensus 
that It was the ng!tt thing to do, and we can build a consensUl 
here that all the mIStakes were honest mistakes, and we can build 
a consensus here th~t we won't waste a minute looking for scape­
goats, and that we WIll have all of that energy spent on welcoming 
these men home 20 years, 20 some odd years late. 

Senator DASCHLE. I buy that. I buy that rationale completely. I 
must say, though, because you and I both agree neither the U. S. 
Government or the Laotian Government is monolithic our ability 
to control that spin on all of the information out the;e and what 
mayor may !lot ~ave happened is limited to the degree that they 
have unammlty WIth regard to suppressing that information. 

And we ~th .~ow, because we have both been subject to leaks. 
how ImpoSSible It IS to suppress it for 2 months, much less 20 years. 
Bu~ It has been suppressed here, if we assume that that is the moti­
vatIOn, successfully, and suppressed in Laos. 

Or there may be the fact that there just is nothing there. One or 
the other . . Elther we haVE! been able to suppress it that successfully 
on both Sldes or there IS nothing necessarily appropriately sup­
pressed. 

Mr. PEROT. Well, you know, the fact is that this has been sup­
pressed for years. The President and the Vice President supposedly 
asked the Defense Department to give it to me. I was after this hot. 
Now, it exists, right? It exists. 

~ su~gest that the~e's only one appropriate course of action at 
thiS pomt, and that IS put the right team in place, give that terun 
the authonty and responsibility, give them a broad mission, give 
them the absolute support of the President, the Congress and the 
American people and go night and day. 

You say, but how do we know it will work? I would rather see it 
tried in a world-elass way and fail than to sit here and debate 
whether or not I could predict in advance it would work. I'm sure 
we all would. 

Senator DASCHLE. Thank you. 
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The CHAiRMAN. Senator Robb? 
Senator ROBB. Th~nk you, Mr .. Chairman. Mr: Perot, to followup 

that particular lme and to gIVe us some guidance, let me sug­
first of all, that I think that this committee has attempted to 
the role that you have just described. 

cannot say that ultimately '!Ie will meet with ~he success that 
or we would like to meet WIth, but we have tried to cut across 

of those lines. I think it is fair to say that it IS a broadly rep-
~ s:::~~l~fu;c~o~~m~t~m~~i~tltee that would not feel bound to make any par­
'. j or'try to put a particular spi~ on ~ny infor~a-

that would inhibit the product~on of every bit of mfor~atlOn. 
I say, particularly about the chaIrman, and th~ Ylce chairman, 

end the professional staff, they. have done a. very .dllIgent and thor­
fIIIIh job in pursuing whatever mformatlOn IS available. . . 
, To assist us in the remaining months of our authonzatIon, I 

wonder if could start with Laos and ask if you are ~ware of .any 
fPeCific information any specific documents, any specific locatIOns 
lbat have not been' brought either to this committee or to public 
IIttention that we should ask for, or should seek, or should followup 

.~ t1Iere any information that you are aware of, as with the 
Sbield document, apparently, which you knew about but have not 
received? Are you aware of anything that relates to Laos or Its 
lIICOrds-which I must confess to you that some of l!s who have 
looked into that situation found meager at best. They Simply do not 
bep very many records, and they were not .disposed to do ,so, 
elike the Vietnamese who keep rather extensive and exhaustive 
IIICOrds in some cases. , 

But is there anything that you know of, any piece of thIS eq,ua­
tion that is either in existence, or you have reason to ,beheve exISts 
lbat has not yet come to the attention of the commIttee or come 
within the purview of the jurisdiction of this commi~tee? 

Mr. PEROT. I would get, if possib!e, total c.ooper~tlOn from the ex­
ecutive branch, and get every piece of Signal mtelhge~ce from 
I.os and have NSA and the other agencies that deal With It d,­
~ to analyze it, looking for every needle in the haystack re­
prding information on MIAs in Laos. 

Senator RoBB. I appreciate that approach, 
Mr. PEROT. Which we don't have yet. .., 
Senator ROBB. In essence, that's the course committee IS takin.g. 

But the specific question I'm asking is, are you aware of any specif­
Ic document or any specific source of information with enough pre­
tilion so that we could say, not give us everything you have, but 
.re is the X document? Is there anything that relates to the Slt­
llation in Laos or elsewhere? 

Mr. PEROT. I would like to see all of the--again, you probably 
Won't like my answer-all of the information around why we had 
!i'!:!8e military forays into Laos in 1981 in that area; why we sud­
'-Illy started doing this. 
,"-senator RoBB. What information do you think that might elicit 
..... the committee that we do not already have? 

Mr. PEROT. Well, you don't send troops in to rescue somebody 
lIIlless you have a reason to believe they're there, right? 

Senator ROBB, Presumably. 



no 
Mr. PEROT. Otherwise, it's just a fire drill. I would then suggest 

that you go to the special units and have them-again, I'm assum_ 
ing you can get full disclosure--special forces units and have them 
give you every drill, every exercise, every plan they had for a mili­
tary rescue in Laos. 

And have you go to the Navy SEALs and pin them down-no 
not pin them down, but if they have the clearance, give you a fuJi 
disclosure on the efforts of the Navy SEALs, and specific questions 
around a Navy SEAL team that may have been involved in an 
effort of this type. 

I want to make it clear. I don't have videotapes of what I'm 
about to tell you, but it's reoccurring. Considerable indication that 
a Navy SEAL team, either most were killed or all were killed, and 
some indication that a few were captured and were put on display 
to some senior people who visited from other Communist countries. 
I would try to get full disclosure of that. 

I think I've mentioned the Colonel Garrity operation. I'd want 
full disclosure of why we did that. I think, if you ever get full dis­
closure, it will lead you back to the 1981 meeting on the $4 billion 
offer. Now it jumped out of Laos and jumped back to Vietnam, but 
the point is these are things-they were being kept in Laos. That's 
the theory. 

Check those things out. See if they're smoke or mirrors, see if 
they're real. I know the Garrity thing is real. I would-I'm back to 
pictures, signal intelligence, things like that that people seem to be 
very interested in. I doubt that if there's any chance at all that 
you've been exposed to all of that. 

B-52 pictures. The walking K picture in 1988. I mean, these are 
things that I've seen, so God knows what else is there. 

The CHAIRMAN. The record should show that a number of the 
concerns you have just raised are very legitimate concerns of the 
committee. We are about two people away 'from completing an 
analysis of one of the them, and the committee is very interested in 
it. There were these events. They did take place. Real people have 
talked to us about them, and it is an analysis of important. 

Senator RODD. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I was going to make 
essentially the same point, that a significant amount of informa­
tion is available on some of the things that you alluded to. 

But if I may, and I do not want to be unduly repetitious, but the 
committee has cast a very wide net with regard to any potential 
source or sources of information possible, and have tried to bring, 
at least within the purview of some of the special professional 
people that we have, the opportunity to review anything that re­
lates in any shape or form. 

I am now asking, however, if there is anything that we should 
use instead of the shotgun, the rifle. 

Mr. PEROT. Let's grant everybody immunity that might have 
been in the 1981 meeting with the Canadians, and ask for every­
thing about that meeting. Is that a rifle? 

Senator RODD. It is closer to what I am looking for, in other 
words---

Mr. PEROT. You don't have anything on that meeting now, is that 
correct? 

The CHAIRMAN. No, we do. We have deposed Richard Allen. 
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1'<Ir. PEROT. No, excuse me, you don't have-<>ne thing about 
folks, they keep a lot of notes. . . . 
CHAIRMAN. Are you talking about the CanadIan SIde of It or 

PEROT. I would say start with our side, becau"'! I'm sure 
, .• L.a_". all kinds of notes, like this thing I was handed J~st before 

Get access to it. I'm amazed at what people WrIte ?own, 
r~::;~kiy: And if you can ever get it, then you've got somethmg to 

if you're really bored, go the Reagan Library, because I 
never cease to be amazed at what floats out there loose. 

Senator RODD. Let me ask the question-- . . 
1'<Ir. PEROT. And if you can't find it, call the Repubhcan. OPPOSI­

tion Research Group, because they know how to get mto the 
~m. [Laughter.] .' .. 

Senator RoDD. We are going to attempt to mamtain the bIpartI-
I8Il flavor of the committee. 

1'<Ir. PEROT. I'm just telling you how to get the job done, Senator. 
rm not trying to be partisan. . 

Senator RoDD. With respect to sources, you are bemg more pre­
ciIe than perhaps you have been on other questIons, and I apprecI­
Me that. Let me ask another question of the .same ?atur.e. 

Again, it is in the hopes that you can assISt us m domg ~ t.hor­
augh a job as possible, and that would be to focus on any mdlVld-
1I8Is Are you aware of any particular case that relates to a specific 
POW or someone whose case has not been satisfactorily resolved in 
terms of the information that is available that either we do not al-
ready know, or do not have access to? . . .. 

Or if we could find out what happened to thIS mdIVldual based 
011 b.owledge that you have that we might not have ~hat we could 
_ given the subpoena power of the commIttee, IS there any 
person that you know of that falls into that category? 
~t me just complete it and ~y, one of the. concerns of the com­

~ttee, obviously, was to examme thE.' questIon of whetb.er the;e 
IIIIght be any remaining Americans bemg held agamst theIr will m 
8]' of the countries that you have referred to. . .. . 

Do you have any infOmIation about a specific mdIVldua! who, m 
JOUr judgment, does fall into that category, <!r mIght fall mto that 
~ory, or who at one point did clearly fall mto that category and 
1'hoiie current fate is unknown? , 

Mr. PEROT. Well there's a Marine pilot. I'm embarrassed, I can t 
!DlE~mlber his name, because I've met his whole family. I've got a 

him. We got a fingerprint on him which I t~ought-an al­
fmgerprint on him which I thought, well, this IS great be­
it either will or won't match. 

I asked the people arOlmd the Defense De~artment, I ~id, 
are the odds that we will have the fingerprmt of a MarIne 
flying into combat? They said Perot, we will have the finger­
It's a million-tD-one that we wouldn't have it. I said, OK, let's 

- -'c:·.~ fingerprint. 
the fmgerprint didn't exist. So then I went to the comman­
the Marine Corps and said, I can't believe you don't have 

' ~~,:~P~~~ on a guy flying combat mission. He couldn't believe it 
f He and his aid, number two man in the Marine Corps, an-
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other general, dug into it and came back in a few days and said, We 
don't have it. 

Then I went to the FBI and said surely there is some way to do 
this. And the FBI then explained to me that there might not be. 
Then I went to his family, very carefully, and asked them if there 
was any chance that they might have had a fingerprint like from 
when he got his drivers license as a young man or what have you. 
We swept the State, and what have you, and couldn't find a finger_ 
print. 

I think there's a distinct possibility that this man was flying CIA 
missions over Laos. If he was, his file may be in the CIA and not in 
the Pentagon. If they wouldn't give me the Roger Shields memo, 
which is pretty innocuous compared to the fmgerprint, I guess I 
shouldn't be too surprised that I never could get the fingerprint. It 
would be nice to get that fingerprint. Now, I can give you his 
name, and I will call your office and give you his name. 

There's another odd one. Again, I'm working from memory, see. 
And the last time I was buried in this was 1986. Everybody kept 
popping up a CIA agent named Jerry Daniels, I believe is his 
name, who was in Bangkok, who allegedly was buried in trying to 
get people out of Laos, and who was killed in his apartment. And 
who, according to all the stories I've been told, is now buried on the 
ranch that we gave to Yang Pao or helped him acquire when we 
brought him to this country. 

Yang Pao was a Pathet Lao leader of choice that we created over 
there. And I would say that I would really suggest that if you can 
get this information-I tried and was assured that there was noth­
ing there, and couldn't get anything-I would think that, if I were 
doing it, I would at least do a quick sweep on Jerry Daniels to fmd 
out, and I can get you more detail on him, more detail on his dad, 
etc, etc, etc. 

The last time-this is all from memory. His mother was living 
somewhere in the area there, never approached her, but to make a 
long story short this just kind of floated around like-see, the in­
teresting thing. A lot of things that floated around have come t rue 
or near true, like the 1981 $4 billion deal is looking more and more 
and more plausible. 

Jerry Daniels mayor may not be plausible. I'd check that, now. 
On specific cases, I'll be glad to go back and dig through my files. If 
come up with anything like that that I feel that-I would use thd 
test that I would spend time looking for it. I'll pass it on to you an 
you can use your judgment. . 

Senator RoBB. Thank you. That would be very helpful. May I Just 
ask one fmal question? You have already made reference to the 
kinds of intelligence that we have. We have a certain amount ~ 
signal intelligence. We have a certain amount of human intelh­
gence. 

We have a certain amount of imagery that we have attempted to 
examine to the extent possible, and to the extent .of our ability ~ 
make some sense out of the volummous mformation, as you mdi­
cated earlier, which has not all been thoroughly analyzed because 
there is so much of it. . . 

With all of that informatlOn available to us, do you have anY 
suggestion as to why we have not been able to come up to date, 
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_ther through any of the regular sources or for th is committee, for 
dUlt matter, with any precise information with respect to any spe­
cific individuals. 

Again, that is the frustration we have is dealing with lots and 
JotS of generalities. And we appreciate the role that you have 
Jliayed, and the symbolism you bring to it, and the commitment 
tbat you have, but in order to accomplish our mission, we need to 
IInd_omehow to identify with something more with concepts, i.e. 
JI8IIles or the kind of specificity that will give us the ability to 
follow up. 

Do you have any sense of why, with all of that information, we 
iIII not have more to date with respect to the kind of specific clo­
lID"" on cases that would put many families at rest and would give 
DIOre confidence to the many people who are concerned about the 
fact that these cases remain unresolved? 

Mr. PEROT. Well, you'd be better to ask the DIA that question, 
the people who have been running these cases all these years. 
You've read the Gaines reports, the Brooks reports, the Tighe 
report, the tight filters, the mind-set to debunk, and so on and so 
Ibrth. 

That, again_ee, I would not spend a lot of time in this area. If I 
were calling the shots, I'd spend all my time working with people 
011 whoever may be left alive. I would urge that we put somebody 
'With a broad mission over there, somebody with a broad mission in 
Buasia, and that we, as I say, just say let's work on it and let's 
IIuild a consensus here in this country that we' re not going to keep 
~le paranoid about it back here. But there's only one mission, 

that's to get them home. 
I think if we tried to get the name, address, and telephone 

IIWIlber of somebody held in a remote village in Laos, as a reason 
before we do anything, we probably never will get him. 

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Kassebaum. 
Senator KAssEBAUM. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Perot, I 

JIOUld like ask, you believe that there are still Americans there, 
IIIId that is a given. Do you believe they are still held in captivity, 
• are they just those left behind? 

Mr. PEROT. I think we have people held in captivity. I think we 
some people who were captured in remote villages who have 
assimilated into the villages. As I said earlier, I think you'll 
people that have Laotian families come out of there. 

are not turncoats. These are people who probably spent 
years in a cage, realized their country had left them, and decid­
that they could have at least a shred of a life outside the cage if 

were allowed to go out in the village and do productive work, 
assimilate into the society. 

tlenator KAssEBAUM. But do you believe that there are some who 
be held in captivity today? 
PEROT. Yes. 

~'nator KAssEBAUM. Based on any substantial evidence? 
. I don't have any videotapes, no. 

Did you mean to imply in your comments 
you think that there may still be some live Americans 

in Russia? 



114 

Mr. PEROT. Yes. If you-let's just take the evidence. There is a, 
oh, a journalist that spent a great deal of time accumulating evi. 
dence at the end of World War II. I believe his name is Bill Paul. A 
number of his stories appeared in the Wall Street Journal. This is 
Americans captured at the end of World War II by the Russians 
and held. 

Then, take General Mark Clark's testimony about several thou. 
sand Americans left behind in Korea. Then, just take the Russians' 
own testimony, commentary, plus the signal intelligence that we 
have about Americans being flown from Vietnam to Russia, and 
you have the pattern. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. Well, I realize you said that earlier, but 
what I am asking is, do you believe they are still there today? Do 
you still believe there are some in Korea today? 

Mr. PEROT. Well, let's assume-you take 10 people 20 years ago. 
Then the question is, do you still have them? The burden is on you. 
What did you do with the 20 people? Russia took X people. Russia, 
what did you do with those people? Laos kept X people. What did 
you do with those people? 

See, what it seems to me is there's a mindset in this country that 
you want to see 60 Minutes film these guys live walking around 
somewhere, and then say well, gee, now maybe we ought to go talk 
to the Laotians about doing it. 

If you look at how big Russia is, if you look at where their prison 
camps are, if you lqok at how remote they are, if you just take the 
challenge I mentioned earlier today of trying to find a specific 
person in one square block, if I'm allowed to move them around, 
you realize you're not going to get it done by saying, we're going to 
sit here, do nothing, pontificate, and wait for proof. 

We have got to send people over, work night and day, and put 
them under tremendous pressure. Russia needs a lot of things from 
us. We're in a position now to talk turkey to Russia. Russia under· 
stands. Believe me, Russia understands that they could build a tre­
mendous amount of good will in this country. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. And as you know, they have said-and 
their records are being opened totally to us. And they have said 
that they would provide all the assistance that they could to us in 
this. 

Mr. PEROT. I'm not interested in their records. Just pull the 
people together. 

Senator KAssEBAUM. Well, it does take some records, too. I think 
we have to look at that to see what, indeed, they may reflect. 

Mr. PEROT. Well, could I suggest that we say, fellows, why don't 
you just first do the best you can, and then pull your records while 
you're bringing everybody out that's still alive. We'll pick them up 
the minute we can. Then, we will do a clean sweep at the end .by 
going through every record, accounting for every grave, accountmg 
for every single individual. . 

I think at this point in Russia's history, certainly Mr. Yeltsln 
could gain tremendous support in this country by releasing the re­
mains or the living Americans that are still held over there. 

Senator KAssEBAUM. Between 1973 and, say, maybe even before 
that and 1985, you evidently did not do anything in an active way 
regarding the prisoners of war in Southeast Asia. Is that correct? 
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Mr. PEROT. I just responded when people asked for help. I did a 
of things for the families. If my Government asked me to do 

~:~:I responded. KAssEBAUM. But you have never been a person that has 
me as being someone who necessarily just waits until 

asked. But you have been very aggressive, you have cared 
deal, I wonder why, in a way, you put it somewhat on a 

~=~:!t~~:a~tit~;ha~~t( )~period of time, both through the Ford and the ~ when, perhaps we should have still be ag-

why didn't you? 
f ~~~:~IdKAssEBAUM. Well, I was in Wichita, Kansas, and I must 
ic not know nearly as much about it as you do. 

rERO'r. Well, I was in Dallas, Texas. I did not put it on the 
burner. Any time a family has called me, night or day, check 
the families. Any time my Government has ever called me, 
or day, I responded. 

all of the people who are involved with this on a full-time 
who have lived in Asia, and so on, and so forth, some of 

,, ~'"u.~. you referred to as hoaxers, and I've said I don't know who's 
• hoaxer and who's not, I would always patiently listen to their 
calls; did not respond when they wanted to do anything that was 
aaressive, I would just listen. 

And anytime anything ever came up that seemed to me that 
might be worthwhile, I would contact the Government and say, is 
thiS anything we should look into or not. And so, you might just 
-I it was a slow period with our Government. 

Senator KAssEBAUM. Well, I guess that I might make the sugges­
tion that perhaps President Bush ought to appoint you chief negoti­
ator right away. 

Mr. PEROT. I don't think he will. 
Senator KASSEBAUM. Well--
Mr. PEROT. You have to remember this is, you know, it's the 

" • ..." .. man that called me a monster 2 months ago. So you wouldn't 
monster to Southeast Asia, would you? 

Senator KAssEBAUM. I'm suggesting that in all seriousness, be­
CIluse obviously you still believe there is much that can be done, 
mid I would think that and would welcome those who would want 
to take part in as active a way as you do. Thank you. 

Mr. PEROT. I want you to read this before you go much further in 
terms of, you know, everybody writes down their own views here 
1IIl stuff that's taking place right around my Hanoi trip. So, 

all the turf problems, all the power problems, everybody 
know, feels threatened, etc, etc. And it shows you, if you 

want to understand why more doesn't go on-there's inter­
sports going on here on the inside as opposed to focusing on 

j~~t~o,~ur men home. 
_ KAssEBAUM. Well, I think we can find that almost any-

we look. It can be right here in the U.S. Senate as well. 

the 
PERO'r. Yes, but not where human lives are concerned, that's 

POint. 
.....senator KAssEBAUM. That is not the point. No, it really is not, 
""""'use I think for those who care enough they rise above that and 

ahead and make the case. 
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Mr. P~ROT. Again: I have responded again, and again, and again, 
and agam. Now let s see, 1991. This is after all of the junk that I 
had to wade through. Only in America would you have spent the 
~ears I.have on this issue, the dollars I have, r,laced my family' 
hfe at riSk, and then be asked by you why I didn t do more. 8 

. Senator KASSEBAUM. No, Mr. Perot, I was not asking that. It 
Just---

Mr. PE~OT. OK, well fine. But it sounded like that to me. You 
know, I wish I could have done more. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. There was a period of time there where 
after lour mvolvelI!ent, and perhaps it was just because yo~ 
weren t asked, and It may have been that those administrations 
were not doing :-vhat they should have done, but you obviously 
have had a keen Interest. 

Mr. PEROT. Yes. 
Senator KASSEBAUM. And. I personally think that everyone 

should take advantage of the Interest, and the dedication, and the 
knowledge that you have. 

Mr. PEROT. I'm finally at the point when I'm called by these folks 
ov~r there-they call me from time to time, want me to drop every­
thing, send .~ple to th!, other end of the world. My opening 
words-and. It S to the POint where they laugh about it-I say, is 
th~ somethl,lll!' you all want to talk about, or do you want to do it? 

I m not Wllllng to be used any more. There's a term in the horse 
bUSiness, used hard. and put up wet. I've been used hard and put up 
wet again, and again, and again for good causes. And I'm happy to 
be used hard and put up wet. 

B!lt I ~arantee you on this one, if they want me to get into it 
agam, we ve g.ot to have a clear understanding that we're going to 
do It and not Just create a mirage here, and not have guys in here 
writing memos about, how will it look 

It w~n't look pretty. It never look~ pretty when you're getting 
something done. You know, th~y say about sausage, you don't want 
to.be around w~en Its made, pght? But if you're going to get some­
thing done, you ve got to qUIt worrYing about how it looks and do 
It. 

Senator KAssEBAUM. With that, we certainly do agree. Thank you. 
Sen".tor SMITH [presiding]. Just a parliamentary point before I 

recogn~ Senator Kerrey. We are about 5 minutes into a vote. We 
are gOing to k~p going .. Senator Kerry has already gone over to 
vote, . and he Will be coming back. So we are going to keep going, if 
that IS OK With the witness. Senator Kerrey? 

Sena.tor K.ERREV. Now that we have got you in a good mood, Mr. 
Perot, It IS time for my questioning. [Laughter.) 

Senator KERRE~. FI~t of all, let me do Some separation. It seems 
to me thIS c<!mmlttee is charged with the responsibility of looking' 
In two dIrectIOns. One, looking back, trying to figure out what hap' 
pened a~d narro~ the cases, trying to get more precise with the 
mformatlOn, and In that regard it seems to me that we have man­
aged to both get more information that gives us more comfort and 
get more information that makes us more uncomfortable. ' 

I mean, this whole last barrage of stuff that has been released is 
good news. We are fmally getting information released and into the 
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arena. But in many ways it increases the problems of the 
~rnitltee. And I understand that you have received a bit lately as 

I assure you, the problem of looking back at this thing is an 
~ ... ,rl>mt one, and we are trying in good faith to examine it with­

IUIg-gE,sti.n.g that anybody is unpatriotic, or anybody is not doing 
for their country. 

more difficult problem for me, that I would like to begin 
is the problem of looking forward, which is how do we bring 

home? 
""'(VT. Right. 

8e[laU)r Let us assume that there is one, which I think 
entire committee has to assume that there is. Let us assume 
we have got one person over there. What do we do? . 
you think, Mr. Perot, that in order to do that that the UUlted 

should consider lifting the Trading With the Enemy Act re­
rictions, should begin low-level contact in a diplomatic way, 

consider some extraordinary diplomatic action of that kind 
to change in environment between the United States and 

iBtnalm? 
PEROT. You don't give the other side what he wants in a ne­

~::~~guunless you're going to get what you want. So, don't do 
I as a giant bold move like that. This is my suggestion. 

first, if I'm going to negotiate with you. The wisest 
have a long visit with you where I listened and I 

you want. 
8e,nator KERREY. Your answer is no, you do not think we should 

PEROT. I would not do a bold move and hope that they would 
r.c:ior·QC.!,te. now have what they want. Why should they do 
'~)'thJn!:? "'L __ '_ Laos. They have what they want. Why do any­

we basically need to do is sa~, gentl~men, our ~ountry 
1~ •• __ ._ tolerate this. We want to build a fnendshlp With you. 
we have a friendship with you. Russia, we have a friend-

with you we are trying to build. Russian, you. are over here 
day asking for help. I've got now three balls In the air. And 

probably have three different solutions because they're three 
' !lft'erellt cultures. The worst mistake we can make is assume that 

react as we would in a negotiation. 
are Asian. They are very, very, very different. And we have 

to them, understand them, find out what they want, work 
plan with them. And then I think the chances are excellent 

can do it, because they really need our help. 
tlenator KERREY. So, let me get it clear. You are saying, as far as 

ra·olrlg With the Enemy Act, restrictions keep them in place? 
. I can't hear you. 

~:i~~~r KERREY. As far as the Trading With the Enemy Act, re­
, that are currently in place, there has been some discus­

lifting those. You would recommend leaving them in 
point, subject to getting a satisfactory negotiation for 

!nl~.m'lti·( )-n or release of our people? 
IIr. PEROT. , I would suggest that we have a series of meetings 
~ listen. Make it clear in those meetings that we have come to 
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finally resolve these problems. Listen, listen, listen. And then 
velop the strategy. 

If we develop a strategy in public here today, they know it 
we go over there. And as good negotiators on their side, we'll 
a disadvantage. 

Senator KERREY. OK. But you are essentially saying, no, 
Or you are saying that we should have some meetings? 

Mr. PEROT. I would say, I wouldn't tell them here on television 
the country and have them watch it on Cable News tonight. 
would go over and listen to them. I would listen. 

Now, a good person in a negotiation will always take an ~xll.ro,_ 
position. They will take an extreme position. We need to listen. 
you need to always remember, they need us more than we 
them. 

Now, what we have done for some 20-some odd years is 
them rudely, treat them with disrespect, punch them around, 
etc, etc. 

Senator KERREY. You are talking about the Government now, 
the people? 

Mr. PEROT. Our Government and Vietnam, and it has not 
duced the desired ·result. I suggest that if you even listen to 
for an hour, or if you read the portion of the letter to the 
dent, where I explain what their sensitivities are, you will 
see, at least back at that point in time, the beginnings of a 
ating strategy, but not a negotiating strategy yet. But you'll see 
beginnings. 

You would realize that sending low-level bureaucrats-middle­
level Government employees from the National Security Council in 
to punch them around only infuriated them. Now, if you sent a 
senior-level person, like General Vessey, Who, they considered 
peer, and he did something like that, that would not offend them 
as much as these junior people. 

Now, of course, General Vessey wouldn't do that. But we have all 
of this scar tissue from what has been done improperly, and yOU 
need to have a senior-level person with a broad mission. Not • 
senior-level person whose only mission in life is to try to get the 
POW IMIAs out. A senior-level person whose mission is to try to re­
solve this whole problem, including diplomatic relations. 

Senator KERREY. All I am trying to do, sir, is to suggest that we 
have got a paradox here of trying to get into a negotiating position 
without being in a position to actually negotiate. That is the para­
dox. And we are dealing with a Government, Vietnam, that lies !D 
its Own people. Why should I believe that they are not going to be 
to me? 

We are dealing with a Communist Government that has, for the 
past 17 years, lied to its own people. So why should I reach the 
startling conclusion that somehow they are going to tell me the 
truth? It seems to me that we are in a position-and by the way, 
for all the abuse that we have given them, they have taken a fe'" 
actions in the last 17 years, I think, that would justify some harsh 
treatment of them in return. 

I have just been notified that I can vote and come back and ask 
so more questions. Is that possIble? 
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(presiding]: Yes. I do not want you to .get 
here, so if you want to go vote, we will hold some tIme 
return. 
KERREY. I will be right back. . 

CHAII'~"!'I:. Mr. Perot, let me just tell you that WIth respect 
meeting that you have alleged to a number of 

which you indicate there is a significant amount of sub­
to or something, the committee has not yet drawn that con­

We have been reading in the newspaper, as ~ou hav~, and 
some people like to try this issue, or n~t try It, that IS the 

word, but make the judgment of the eVIdence on. t~e b";SIS 
of, partial leaks to the press. You are very famIlIar WIth 

it clear that we have deposed Mr. Deaver. We 
. Allen. We will be deposing Mr. Ed Meese shortly. 

as you have stated a Secret Service agent that IS out 
available to be deposed ~t some point in tim!". And there are 
people who have not yet been deposed, which are the only 
of people that we can place at this meeting. 

I know that some people--
..... 'RO'1', Now, the other three-who are the other three, Sena-

CIiAntMAN. The other three are President Reagan, President 
and Secretary Baker. 
PEROT. Yes. The Secretary of State. 
CHAIRMAN. Secretary of State Baker. 
PEROT. This is in 1981? 
CHAIRMAN. Yes, James Baker. 
PEROT. And in 1981? 
CHAIRMAN. He was chief of staff at the time to Ronald 

PEROT. Chief of staff, right. OK. Right. I understand. I got 
""l...W"'~ schedule. 

Beyond that, if anybody has any evide~ce that 
glean that others might have been at this meet-

be helpful. ., . 
"""o~ . Can I ask a question? As a pnvate CItizen, you guys 

_end on me one afternoon, demanded I go through my fIles. I 
just gotten back in town, produced all my records f~r the first 
I get hit with it, have to have them the next m,?rrung, stayed 

that night doing it. Then, the next day was tI~ up ~l day 
deposition. Why are Government employees differe,nt. 

why can't you get-if these three folks-why can t-look, 
are involved here. 

CHAIRMAN. Let me just say to you, Mr. P~rot. 
PEROT. They are involved here. Why don t these three-why 

just say, fellows, come on over and tell us what you 

CHAIRMAN. Before you pop a gasket on this one, le~ me just 
absolutely clearly, no one is going to be treB:ted differently 

committee has issued subpoenas. We WIll contmue to 
i!hP<lEma anybody who does not come forward voluntarlly. And all 

members of the current Government, as well as former, 
being deposed. 
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Mr. PEROT. Now, you're a former prosecutor. 
The CHAIRMAN. President Nixon is available to be-he is 

be depo~. And we are scheduling them as rapidly as we 

~e are domg It m an orderly process. And we are begilmilng 

m ~ sense, the people in the lower positions and W(lrKmO 

?ham of command, so to speak. And it has proved to be an inl~flest: 
mg process and I think a fruitful one. 

Did you want to add something? 
Mr. PEROT. Yes, sir. I just find it interesting that as a taxpayer I 

come up here at my own expense voluntarily. And as a Govern_ 

ment employee, apparently you have to depose people. 

T.he CHAIRMAN. No, sir. We deposed you, Mr. Perot. We are d 
posmg-- e-

Mr. PEROT. Excuse me, excuse me, subpoena. Subpoena. 

the wrong word. You have to subpoena these people-­

The CHAIRMAN. No, we have not had to-let me just say to you, 

not one Government official has so far required a subpoena. 
Mr. PEROT. All right, sir. 

. The CHAIRMAN. They. h~ve come up voluntarily. So I think it is 
Important to k~p th,s 1~ Its perspective. We are proceeding to the 

best of Our abIhtr, I thmk, methodically and we are, as you can 

tell, from the eVIdence that is coming out. Incidentally, some of 
WhICh supports the contentions you have made. 

~f we were goin&, to, sort of, assess where we are today, we have 

eVIdence before th,s committee that people were not accounted for. 

The Government has acknowledged now that people were unac­

counted for. We have a number of Government employees who 

have acknowledged under oath that they believe there was evi­

dence that s~me people were alive in 1973 and unaccounted for. 

The commIttee has evidence that people were held prisoner, were 

last known to be alive in captivity in 1973 and unaccounted for. 

Now, that IS a new body of evidence that has never been in front of 

a con,gressional committee and never been out in public. So that 

sustams part of what you have said. 
Mor~ver:, we have ~vidence that there were incursions, as yOU 

have .~d, m the 1980 s, in an effort to try to get people. We are 

exammmg th~. Indeed, w~ are very interested by precisely what 

knowledge eXISted to permIt people to make the judgment to do 

that. ~nd w,e will assess it as we go along here. 
So, m pomt of fact, Mr. Perot, there is evidence that supports 

some of t~e conclusI~ms that you have drawn. What is of interest to 

the commIttee and, mdeed, what is vital to the committee is to un­

derstan~ on w~at b":lis you drew that evidence, you drew those 

conclusIOns. It IS ObVIously not possible for you to have used the 

Eagleb,!rger memo, wpich you only learned of today, to draw the 

conclUSIOn m the 1980 s. It is not possible to have used some of the 

other evidence that has just surfaced. 
So, in 1987, when you wrote the memo, the question is and thiS 

is why this is so important for the committee, what did' you then 

know yourself what was the evidence? And the reason we ask that 

question is not to put you in some defensive test, but to understand 

how each person who came to conclusions got there. And that is 

why we want to know it. 
Now, for the purposes today--

--------------~--
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PEROT. Do you think you know it now? 
CHAIRMAN. I beg your pardon? 
PEROT. It's in the memo itself why I drew that conclusion. 

CHAIRMAN. I understand you drew it on the basis of live­

reports. You drew it on the basis of the--
n~Rorr. May I State my own--
~:I~:~~~j I just want to make sure I understand it. May I? 
" On live-sighting reports. On the basis of the Laos 

basis of the Sig [signal] intelligence that you had 

p,."viclusly. Is there anything in addition to that? 
right, sir. It's right in the President's letter, and 

to briefmg at the embassy. It goes back to Soth 

iib.-allY's comments. And then that's the core right there. I have 

about General Walters' testimony since whenever it oc­

the mid-70's I believe, 1976. 
all ' of those pieces have been there, and that was the 

I used ill my letter, and it's clearly stated in the letter. 

ClllAlllM,\N. Fair enough. 
"':ROT. And it's not some philosophical moonbeam conjecture 

part. 
CHAIRMAN. In the letter you say-this is the letter to the 

illBidelIt of the United States, dated April 8, 1987, paragraph one, 

left POWs behind at the end of the war in Vietnam. We knew 

leaving them behind. The men left behind were held in 

specifically exempt Vietnam. I take it you did not believe 

not have evidence that anyone was held in Vietnam? 
, Co,rTf'(·t.~ 

t"F:ROT . No. 
CHAIRMAN. That is not correct? 
PEROT. No. 
CHAIRMAN. Well, it does not state Vietnam. It says the men 

in Laos. 
My purpose here was to present a black-and-white, 

irrefutable statement that we left men behind. Once you go 

to Vietnam it turns gray. 
CHAffiMAN. What, it turns gray? 

. PEROT. It turns gray. 
yo':! recall our first meeting, when I said the minute you get 

th,s, the minute you hit the intelligence community, they'll 

get to focus on Vietnam. Keep it simple. Stay with Laos. 
go silent on you. 

~~lAlIU;IAl~. OK. Turn to Vietnam for a moment. 
PEROT. So that's the reason. Excuse me just a minute. 
CHAIRMAN. Certainly. 
PEROT. I am writing to President Reagan. I wanted to make 

understood it. I wanted to make sure that he had it fixed 

that we had left-we had done nothing in Laos. That's 
I focused on Laos. And it keeps going here. 

the CIA thing here. I've got the end of the war, when the 
boasted about holding the prisoners. I've got the Paris 

Itiations. 
CHAIRMAN. OK. Did you at that time, Mr. Perot-and I 
What you said about Laos, and we will come back to Laos-
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did you have any specific evidence with respect to a POW or 
in Vietnam at that time? 

Mr. PEROT. I don't have any videotapes, no, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Not-­
Mr. PEROT. What do you want as specific evidence, Senator? 

been asked this a hundred times today. Do you want-what 
you consider specific evidence? 

The CHAIRMAN. A credible live-sighting report that was in 
hands of DIA at the time that they deemed-­

Mr. PEROT. Oh, sure, they are there. You've got your pelrcent.!lRlJI 
there. They're there. 

The CHAIRMAN. But I'm trying to get at what your judgment 
made on. 

Mr. PEROT. Yes, I don't have the names and longitude and 
tudes in my head at this point. 

The CHAIRMAN. OK. Now let us assume, let us go to the 
step. Let us accept that. We are in 1992. We do not have a 
tude and a latitude. We do not even have a name. We have 
sumption, a possibility, in some cases some evidence, dating 
20 years. You have again and again said that you have got to 
down with these folks. You cannot find them. You have got to 
gotiate them out. Correct? 

Mr. PEROT. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, I still want to get at this, and I am 

trying to be tricky or anything. I truly do not see how you get 
of a circular argument here. We have gone to the Laos. We 
gone to the Vietnamese. They say, we do not have them. You 
believe you do have them. So you say to them, where are 
They say to you, we do not have them. You say, well I am wi1llin. 
to negotiate. We will pay money. We will set up whatever. 
say, we do not have them. You say, I believe you have them. 

Mr. PEROT. I would not have said any of this. 
The CHAIRMAN. Well, where does it end? Show me exactly 

this negotiation produces somebody 20 years after the fact, 
they deny that these people exist. 

Mr. PEROT. They need us very badly in Vietnam. 
The CHAIRMAN. I accept that. 
Mr. PEROT. They need to be accepted in the world cOIn","unity' 

very badly in Vietnam. 
The CHAIRMAN. They have stated that. 
Mr. PEROT. Their preoccupation is, why do we think you 

these people after you declared them dead? That's right in my 
dendum to my letter to the President. 

The CHAIRMAN. I understand. But they have gotten beyond 
I have had conversations with them and others have. You can 
beyond that. When you sit there with them and say, what does 
take to get somebody out, they say to you, we do not have so~ 
body. . 

Mr. PEROT. I wouldn't-again, and I would say again, having l~ 
tened to them. I wouldn't approach it that way. I would just SI' 
here, listen to them. Let them talk about the fact that we hs..e 
treated them rudely. We have treated them as though we won the 
war. We don't treat them with dignity and respect. 
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you get an hour lecture on the fact that they can't do more 
people because they have over 100,000 MIAs, and their 

get very angry when we work at the village level trying to 
t-IICllnElthing done. Just let all that come out and listen, listen, 

you'll see patterns. 
'll understand what's important to these people. Then 

working with those things. They have tremendous medi-

CHAIRMAN. Mr. Perot, I understand what is important to 

PEROT. They have tremendous educational needs. 
CHAIRMAN. I have had hours of conversations with them, as 

you. General Vessey has had hours of conversations with 
Ken Quinn has had hours of conversation with them. Rich-

Sol.o","on has hours of conversation with them. People have sat 
and we understand what they want. 

want recognition. They want the embargo lifted. They want 
part of the world community. They would love it if we paid 
some of the money that was promised by Richard Nixon. 
is a list. But our policy is not to do those things, because we 

the accounting for the POWs. 
how do you get beyond that? Where is the starter here? 

c ~1<lT'" I think the one common factor in what you said is it 
about time somebody gets up the learning curve, then his 

is over and somebody else comes in and gets up the learning 

CHAIRMAN. But this can go on forever. 
PEROT. Well, that's why I suggested earlier that you put the 

teams in place in these countries. Give them the total support 
Congress and the White House. 
CHAIRMAN. What is wrong with General Vessey? 
PEROT. General Vessey has a narrow mission. General 
has only been there five times. 

CHAIRMAN. What should he be empowered to do, to normal-

PEROT. No, no, no. 
CHAIRMAN. Should he be empowered to lift the embargo? 
PEROT. He should at least be able to show them that he is a 
'f,!~::;'n~~~~ influence in this country who can, if they need 
'! help, produce it like that. If they need some help in 

produce it like that. 
CHAIRMAN. So we should deal with them? We should help 

PEROT. But I'm in little minor areas. Let me give you an ex­
Back when the war was going on and our prisoners were 
Hanoi and Laos and wherever else they were, at one point 

'!howed up and said, we would like to negotiate the release of 

l
ilt prisoners for medical equipment. And this is during the 

went to the White House. I said. what do you think about 
They looked at the medical equipment and said, Ross, this is 

safe. Fail safe. They can't even keep it working. And if they 
keep it working, there's no way you can turn it into anything 
""ll hurt our people. 




