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3/22/73

3/23/73

3/26/73

3/28/73
3/28/73

3/29/73

4/1/73

4/4/73

4/5/73

4/5/73

4/6/73

4/12/73

U.S5. Ambassador to Laocs, McMurtrie Godley, sends
cable advocating two step approach: 1) conditioning

Admiral Moorer sends cable directing that U.s.
withdrawal will be completed contingent on release
of prisoners on the DRV/Laos list.

DRV tells US that the LPF will agree to release
Prisoners on the DRV/Laos list and that the
Prisoners would be released in Haneci on March 28.

US POWs on DRV/Laos list released.

Defense Secretary Elliott Richardson sends memo to
Kissinger recommending options for obtaining an
accounting for U.S. POW/MIAs in Laos.

President Nixon announces "All of our American POWs

are on their way home." Last American troops leave
Vietnam.

The last POW released through Operation Homecoming,
Army Captain Robert White, is released by PRG. 1A

total of 591 Americans return alive during
Homecoming.

Four Party Joint Military Team holds first meeting,
discusses accounting of 1,328 MIAs and 1,100 as

Cable from Ambassador Godley indicates that the
U.S. Embassy in Vientiane has become pessimistic

about possibility that LPF holds additional U.s.
POWs.

U.S. Senate votes B88-3 to bar the use of any

pPreviously-appropriated funds to provide economic
aid to the DRV.

US Senator Ed Brooke is told by Pathet ILao

spokesman Petrasy that no more American prisoners
are held by the LPF.

At press conference, Dr. Roger Shields, head of the
DOD’'s POW/MIA Task Force, says "we have no
indications at this time that there are any
Americans alive in Indochina."

APPENDIX 1 - Page 5

4/16/73

4/19/73

4/25/73

5/1/73

5/7/73

5/21/73

5/23/73

6/8/73

6/13/73

7/28/73

8/15/73

8/17/73

9/7/73

8/14/73

10/14/73

U.S. begins two days of air strikes along the Ho
Chi Minh Trail in Laos.

i i economic
reaks off talks with DRV concerning C
g?dlln response to alleged cease-fire violations.

LPF spokesman Soth Petrasy tells thq Associated
Press that there are no American POWs in Laos.

Secretary of Defense Richardson directs that the
DOD’s POW/MIA Task Force be phased out.

ivili i d Hmong
ican civilian pilot Emmet FKay an
?ﬁ:ziligence team are shot down and captured by LPF
in Laos. EKay is released 9/74.

Brig. General Robert Kingston, Commar'}dgr ofistgg
JCRC, tells the Associatgd Presg that "T ere no
indication that any Americans 1+sted as m%SSLng
action in southeast Asia are still alive.

issi i American POWs
Duc Tho tells Kissinger, regarding
?ﬁ Laos, that "I have acknowledged to you that all
of them have been released."

i William Clements
tin Secretary of Dgfense
ggr;cgs that no changes in status from MIA to POW
are to be made without his specific approval.

i joi i i to renew
DRV issue joint communique pledging _
ggfiﬁis for full implementation of the Paris

Accords.

US protests to Vietnam about failure to comply with
MI2A accounting provisions of the Paris Accords.

US ceases bombing Cambodia._ All official US
military operations in Indochina ended.

Clements issues memorandum directing servtcz
secretaries to proceed with change of statu
determinations as provided by the law.

Kissinger testifies at hearings on his confirmation
as Secretary of State.

Agreement on joint provisional government in Laos
is signed.

POW/MIA families meet with Soth Petrasy in
Vientiane, but receive no information.
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12/15/73

1/22/74

1/28/74

3/6-13/74

3/8/74

4/5/74

4/17/74

4/17/74

8/9/74
8/74
4/30/75

6/21/75

8/23/75

8/29/75

12/2/75

An American is shot and killed b i
. X : ) Y Vietcong forces
while investigating a crash site near Saiggn.

Rep. Ben Gilman reports being told b

; Y Hmong General
Pang Pao that "8 to 10 Young American pilots were
being held by the North Vietnamese..." Gilman also
reports that Soth Petrasy has assured him that

ﬁgere are no US prisoners in Laos other than Enmet
Y- :

Sieverts tells Senate Foreign Relations Committee
that the General Pang Pao report is
unsubstantiated.

North Vietnam returns the remains of 2
listed as died in captivity. 3 US POWs

Exchange of Vietnamese POWs d .
completed. under Paris Accords

Provisional Government of Laos is formed

. Under
the terms of the 2/21/73 Laos Cease-Fire Agreement,
any US POWs must be released within a 60-day period
following the establishment of this government.

DIA memo reviews reports of US POWs beij i
C 1 ing sighted
in Southeast Asia following Operation Homgcomgng.

Cambodian communist guerrilla forc Khm
e
Rouge, captures Phnom Penh. r the =

Nixon resigns; Gerald Ford becomes President.
Emmet Kay is released by the Pathet Lao

Saigon falls to DRV and PRG forces 1 1
- US instit
trade embargo against all of Vietnam. Hrares

North Vietnamese Premier Pham Van Dong sends a
letter to 27 us Representatives in which he links
U.S. contributions to healing Vietnam’s war wounds
with information on American MIAs.

i:gtian capital of Vientiane falls to the Pathet

North Vietnap releases 9 American civilians
captured earlier in the year in South Vietnam.

Pathet Lao establish Lao Peo , .
Republic. ple’s Democratic
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12/21/75

7/21/76

7/31/76

11/12/76

11/15/76

12/13/76

1/20/77

2/25/177

3/16/77

3/1%/77
3/24/77

5/3/77

Remains of 3 US pilots returned in Hanoi following
meeting with Members of the House Select Committee
on Missing Persons in Southeast Asia (The
Montgomery Committee).

Philip Habib, Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, testifies that there has been no
accounting of the 320 MIAs in Laos by the Pathet
Lao or the DRV. Further, Habib notes that the DRV
has continually linked the issue of cooperation in
accounting for missing Americans to the issue of
U.S. reconstruction aid.

Hanoi announces repatriation of 48 BAmericans
stranded in Vietnam after fall of Saigon.

Vietnam and US representatives hold talks in Paris.
Talks break down as Vietnam says it cannot
implement Article B (MIAs) as long as the US
refuses to honor Article 21 (reconstruction aid).

US vetoes Vietnamese application for entry into the
United Nations.

House Select Committee on Missing Persons in
Southeast Asia, the Montgomery Committee, files its
report. Major conclusion is that "No Americans are
still being held as alive as prisoners in

Indochina."
Jimmy Carter is sworn in as President.

President Carter appoints Commission headed by
Leonard Woodcock "to seek information on missing
U.S. personnel," and to receive and report back on
the views of Vietnam and Laos "on matters affecting
mutual relations."

Woodcock Commission arrives in southeast Asia for
talks with DRV and Lao leaders. Discussions deal
primarily with MIAs and reconstruction aid.

Vietnam returns remains of 12 US pilots.

Woodcock Commission reports to the President that
"There is no evidence to indicate that any American
POWs from the Indochina conflict remain alive."

The U.S. and Vietnam begin two days of talks in
Paris. The US proposes mutual and unconditional
restoration of diplomatic relations. Vietnam turns
the proposal down and insists that it will not
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5/19/77

5/26/77

6/2/77

7/20/77

S/77
8/21/78

3/79

4/80

1/20/81
5/13/81

8/81

2/82

normalize relations until US makes good on
commitment to provide economic aid.

State Department declassifies 2/1/73 letter from
President Nixon to DRV leaders promising
reconstruction aid.

Secretary of Defense Harold Brown recommends to
President that status reviews of missing US
personnel be resumed. The memo expresses pessimism
about the possibility that any of the MIAs will be
found alive, and argues that continuing Americans
in missing status adds to the pressure on the
United States to make concessions to Vietnam.

US and DRV begin two days of talks in Paris. No
agreements are reached, but the US is given
information on the deaths of 20 US pilots during
the war.

Vietnam joins the United Nations, US supports the
application.

Vietnam returns 11 sets of remains of MIAs.

A delegation led by U.s. Rep. Sonny Montgomery
arrives in Vietnam. Delegation later receives the
remains of 11 US pilots.

Marine private Robert Garwood, a defector during
the Vietnam war, returns to America from Vietnam.

Vietnam’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs releases a
"White Paper” on the "Question of Americans Missing
in the Vietnam War." The MIA issue is linked to
economic aid.

Ronald Reagan is sworn in as President.

The Washington Post reports on an inconclusive US
reconnaissance operation aimed at confirming the
presence of live Americans in Laos.

Vietnam issues a statement on the MIA gquestion,
which refers to the cases of Americans who were
"reportedly captured but not registered"” and who,
because of "war circumstances,"” died or became
"‘missing"” on their way to detention centers.

President Reagan formally designates POW/MIA issue
as a matter of "highest national priority."
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11/11/82

1/5/86

5/27/86

2/87

8/1/87

8/19/87

1/19/89

1/20/89

4/8/91

8/2/91

11/6/91
1/92

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is dedicated in
Washington D.C.

i i lks in Hanoi.
US and Vietnam begin two days of ta ] 2
Two sides agree that the MIA question is a
"hwmanitarian one that cannot be _useg as a
political condition for normalization of

relations."

A DIA Task Force, chaired by Gen. Eugene ?lghe,
concludes that there is “a strong pOSSlbll%tY that
American POWs are still alive and being held
against their will in Vietnam.

i inted
General John Vessey (rep.) is appoin
Presidential Emissary to Vietnam on POW/MIA

matters.

General Vessey arrives in Hanoi for three days of
talks. Resulting Jjoint statement says that
"specific measures were agreed upon to acce;ergte
progress towards accounting for Amgrlcans missing
in action, and to address certain humanitarian
concerns of Vietnam."

US and Vietnam reach agreement concerning searches
for American MI2s.

i Reagan
"Final Interagency Report of the
Administration on the POW/MIA Issue in Southeast
Asia" is released. Report findg that there exists
"no conclusive evidence" of live US POWs being

held.

i i ident. General
George Bush is sworn in as. Pregl ]
Vessgy is reappointed as Presidential emissary on

POW/MIA matters.

i " " i linking
e US presents its "roadmap -to Vietnam, .
gzeps tgwards the normalization of relations to
progress in POW/MIA matters and Cambodia.

i i . .82) to
The US Senate passes legislation (8 Res
create a Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs.

Select Committee hearings begin.

i i i reated
US Joint Task Force Full-Accounting is c
under the Pacific Command. General Thomas Needham
is named chief.
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2/13/92

3/4/92

4/20/92

9/%2

10/92

10/17-19/92

11/16-21/92

12/17-18
12/19-21

Senate Select Committee delegation begins week long
fact-finding mission to southeast 2Asia,.

US gains access to more than 4,000 Vietnamese
photos of American casualties taken during the war.
Existence of photos acknowledged publicly,

General Vessey leads a delegation of Us officials,
including Senator John McCain, to Vietnam to

discuss ways to improve MIA accounting.

Senate Select Committee delegation visits Vietnam
and Laos,

Senate Select Committee delegation visits Hanoi.

Senator Bob Smith visits Pyongyang and Beijing.
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Part Tﬁo : Korean War
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CHERONOLOGY OF POLICY AND INTELLIGENCE MATTERS CONCERNING
UNACCOUNTED FOR U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL AT THE END
OF THE KOREAN CONFLICT AND DURING THE COLD WAR

prepared by the Office of Senator Bob Smith
vice-Chairman, Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs

November 10, 1992

June 25, 1950 -- North Rorea, at the direction of President Kim
I1 Sung crosses the 38th parallel invading South Korea,
beginning the Korean Conflict.

June 27, 1950 -- The United Nations Security Council passes
Resolution 83 recommending that Member States furnish
assistance to the Republic of Rorea (South Rorea). U.S. Air
Porces are immediately committed.

July 7, 1950 -- The United Nations Security Council passes
Resolution B4 recommending that the military forces provided
by Member States be made available to a Unified Command
under the United States, and authorizing that Command to use
the United Nations flag at its discretion in the course of
its operation. U.S. and member nation ground forces are
immediately committed under the command of U.S. General
Douglas MacArthur.

October 2, 1950 -- In a telegram to Stalin in the Soviet Union,
China's Communist Party Chairman Mao Zedong states "We have
decided to send part of the armed forces into Rorea, under
the title of Volunteer Army, to do combat with the forces of
America and to assist our Korean comrades. We recognize
this course of action as necessary.”

October 13, 1950 -- In a telegram to China’s Prime Minister Zhou
Enlai, then in Moscow seeking Stalin’s support, Mao states,
*...we unanimously believe that having our troops enter
Rorea is more advantageous...If we do not send troops,
allowing the ememy to press to the Yalu border and the
arrogance of reactionaries at home to grow, this will be
disadvantageous to all gides. Above all, it will be most
disadvantageous to Manchuria; all of the South Manchurian
electricity will be threatened.”®

November 24, 1950 -- By this date, the North Koreans are driven
northward by the UN Member State forces under General
MachArthur and eventually back to the Yalu River (the
boundary between China and North Korea).



Novem:gr 265 1959 -~ A large Communist Chinese army, under Mao’s
a;gegzigeéhlnvgdgs thﬁ north in support of the North Koreans
; . ém drive the UN forces south after much bi
fighting. T@ousands of Americans are killed wound:étt::d
captured during this Communist offensive. ' '

January 1, 1951 -- By this date, th
’ e North Korean-Chi
gas forced the UN forces back to the 38thrparalizfsea:;m{he
outh Korean capital of Seoul had fallen into enem§ hands

March 12, 1951 -- French intelligence sources i
n 1 nform the U.S. Fa
g;g:mg:mm;nd that *"according to report valued C-3 and datzdr
rocemb ;ordégszitg'ooo Aﬁg;i;:n POWs have been moved to the
China Cember, 1950. T
that another 1,200 *"lightly wounded-" American ggw:egggtb;ggs
Placed at an Air Defense hospital in aAn Tung, Manchuria
(now known as the Three Eastern Provinces of'China.) )
(Source: 12 March 1951 declassified State Department Cable)

March 14, 1951 -- A counteroffensive by the UN retakes Seoul.

April 9, 1951 -- The Central Intelligence Age
fourge (still classified 11/10/32) ha:grgggr::goiﬁztthat
0ff1cer§ captured in North Korea by the Chinese Communists
are now_lnterneq in a former army prison in Mukden
?2R;P§:l;' Enl;sted_men are_confined in concentraéion camps
politicglu:.  The daily routine includes physical exercise,
PhelEd ;alnzng in Marxism and Leninism, and analysis of
o infgg::t.ar ?y Commun;st.political directors.* The date
otenrorma ;ggt;:regzlygiprll, 1851, according to CIA. CIa
V.S, POW campe e Mukg:n.' S0-54598, had also referred to

(Source: S0617354, C : .
declassified_) r Central Intelligence Agency, partially

May 8, 1951 -- The Central Intelli
. gence Agency reports that,
;ccordlng'to a source, 25 American prisonerspof war from
orgi arrived in Canton by rail from Hankow at 6:00 p.m. on
April 11, 1951 and were being held by 50 armed police and

On May B8, 1951, according to a 6 Se

; ’ pPtember 1951 CIA re
30 American prisoners of war depart Mukden, Manchuria ggit,
Hankow by rail. fThe priscners are reported in good spirits

and tidily dressed. (Source: ifi
Sept r 1951) ( ce: CIA declassified report dated 6

May 29, 1951 -~ The Central Intelli
1 gence Agency reports that,
according to a source, 45 American prisoners of war arrived
1? Canton at 6:00 p.m. on April 23, 1951 on two special cars
cf the Canton-Hankow Railroad, and were being held at

facilities on Tung Hua Road. It is reported that on April
30, 1951, Chinese Communist authorities in Peiping ordered
that American POWs held at Tung Hua be taken to Rwailan. It
is further reported that at 3:00 a.m. on May 2, the POWs
were moved in two trucks, accompanied by four armored cars,
to the Tashat’‘on Rail Station. (Source: Declassified CIA
"Report No. SO 65066. 29 May 19351)

June 27, 1951 -- The Central Intelligence Agency reports that,
according to a source, "By April 15, 1951, approximately 500
American prisoner of war from Korea had arrived in Hankow,
and on April 18th, some of them were paraded through the
streets of Hankow under heavy guard...In mid-April, 60
prisoners of war, most of whom were American, arrived in
Canton via the Canton-Hankow railrcad, and were being
detained at facilities at Tung Hua road in Canton...In mid-
June 1952, 52 American POWs from Korea were still
incarcerated in the baptist church on Tung Hua Road,

Canton."
(Source: Declassified CIA Report No. S066740 dated June 27,
1951.)
July, 1951 -- Peace negotiations commence at Kaesong.

August 11, 1951 -- The Central Intelligence Agency reports
information from a subsource that, according to a North
Korean staff member of the State Security Bureau in Seoul on
12 February 1951, "all American prisoners of war were sent
to camps in Mukden, Tunghua, and Antung Provinces of
Manchuria, where they were put to hard labor in mines and
factories." (Note: February 12 is before the U.N. forces
retook Seoul on March 14, 1951)

(Source: CIA Report No. S065823, declassified)

In another Central Intelligence Agency report, a source
states that "On August 2, 52 American POWs from Korea, who
had been held in the Baptist church on Tung Hua Road,
Canton, left Canton by train for Peiping via Hankow under
guard of a platoon of Chinese Communist soldiers.”
(Source: CIA Declassified Report No. S069870)

August 22, 1951 -- The Central Intelligence Agency reports that,
according to a eource, some 40 U.N. POWs in Canton,
including British and American officers and enlisted men,
have participated in *propaganda tours and street
demontrations®™ in Canton in early May, 1951.

(Source: CIA declassified report No. 5070338)

August 24, 1951 -- The Central Intelligence Agency reports that,
according to a source, "78 American prisoners of war are in
a camp at No. 35, Lane 1136 Yuyen Road, Shanghai. They have
no freedom of movement and are not free to talk. They must

3



attend meetings daily to study Communist doctrine. Camp
officers are appointees of the East China Bureau and the
East China Military Area, and four English speaking
Soviets." Ten names of alleged U.S. servicemen, written in
Chinese, are provided "from a scrap of paper picked up in
the POW camp.” The identities are not evaluated by CIA.
{Source: 24 August 1951 declassified CIA report no.
S070512.) : '

September 6, 1951 -- 60 American prisoners of war are reported
being held in Canton as of mid-July, aecording to a CIA
source. (Note: According to another source (11 August
1851), 52 American POWs were moved from Canton on August 2,
1951 by rail to Peiping.) ‘

(Source: declassified CIA report dated 6 September 19%1)

September 27, 1951 -- According to a CIA source, as of late
August, 1551, "Many American prisoners of war are being used
in Peiping for propaganda purposes."

September 28, 195] -- The Central Intelligence Agency reports
information from a source that as of Mid-September 2}
American prisoners of war are confined at Lo Chia Shan in
Wuch’ang, Communist China, and that their political
instruction is being carried out by a former Chinese student
in America and a Soviet major. (Source: Declassified CIA
report No. S072900, dated 28 September 1951)

October 4, 1951 -- The Central Intelligence Agency reports, that
according to a source, the Chinese Communists helid e meeting
on August 1, 1951 to celebrate Army Day. "During the
meeting, 5 American prisoners of war, captured in Korea,
were escorted by Communists soldiers to the rostrum. Two of
them addressed the gathering." (Source: Declassified CIa
Report No. S073337, dated 4 October 1951.)

October 23, 1951 -- 170 U.N. prisoners of war are reported by a
CIA source to have arrived in Canton by train from Hankow on
October 3, 1951.

(Source: CIA declassified report no. S074469)

October 25, 1951 -- A CIA source reports the existence of an
American and British POW camp at Shamsen, Canton, and lists
some Of the names, in Chinese, of U.S. 8th Army personnel.
The names are not further evaluated by CIA. (Source:
Declassified CIA report no. S074807 dated 25 October 1951)

October 27, 1951 -- A CIA source reports that 125 American
prisoners of war were observed walking to Antung, China on
the night of March 25, 1851. (declassified CIA report)

October, 1951 -~ Peace negotiations between the Communists and

the United Nations Command continue at Panmunjom, Korea.

December, 1951 -- The Psychological Strategy Board under
President Truman, in a Top Secret memorandum, makes the
following observations concerning the guestion of forced
repatriation of North Korean and Chinese prisoners of war,
-in the context of an exchange of POWs following the Korean
Conflict: . .

"Our treatment of Soviet and satellite expatriates has an
unfortunate history, as you will recall. As a result of an
agreement at Yalta, the United States in the years
immediately after World War II assisted the Soviet Union in
the repatriation of various categories of Soviet bloc
persons -- chiefly prisoners of war, escapees, and displaced
persens. The result of our cooperation was that more than
four million Soviet citizens were returned to the Soviet:
Union and that thousands were executed or punished in other
ways without regard to the conditions which caused the:r
displacement from Soviet-controlled territory."

"In addition, persons escaping from the Soviet area af:er
World War 1l were forcibly returned to Soviet control as a
matter of U.S. pelicy up until well into 1948. This
treatment of Soviet expatriates became well known to the
populations within the Soviet area, and, as has been well
documented, became the cause of widespread despair. It
practically stopped the flow of defectors, and it woulcd make
it very difficult to wage effective psychological warfare
against the Red Army in event of war."

"Our policy was subsequently changed so that persons
entering the Allied areas of Germany and Austria are nc
longer forcibly returned. The treatment we have given
defectors has, however, not been sufficiently good or well
publicized to erase the former picture.*

"This is the background within which the question of
forcible repatriation of Chinese and North Korean prisoners
of war must be examined. Repetition of our previous mistake
would discourage defection by Chinese communist forces in
any future conflict."

"It would therefore in the long run cost us more American
lives than are involved in the exchange of prisoners
preoblem. "

The writer of the memorandum concludes stating:
"I have learned by way of hearsay that the President is

informed on this question and is inclined to oppose forcible
repatriation.”



(Source: declassified memorandum Dec
Presidential Library) ember, 1951, Truman

January, 1952 -- Army Captain Mel Gile fuma

Y, of the Far East

%;a;sgn ggg:p repo;:g tha; one of his agents hag fggnd zgat
_ .S. were ing shipped by truck and rajl f
gzg:gzaggé go;th Korea to Chita, in the Soviet UnioiomGile

.S. command cancelled air strikes on the. i

h? reported would be_carrying the POWs. (Source: 1990r;:;:ay
Times and USA Today interviews with Gile) '

Januazg 2, 1952 -- U.S. Army Inpelligence receives information

at more than 500 U.N. prisoners were in a camp in Tun

K:an Ying, 10 g;}es east.of Mukden, Manchuria "to be gigen
s grt-term training pending transfer to the Soviet Union on
2§4e§ gf ;gntral authorities.” The same reports states that
1951.. . Ws had been observed inside China since December,

January 4, }952 -= A CI§ source reports that in mid-November
1951, "the U.N. prisoners of war who had arrived in Canéon
:gcgztober 3 were removed and sent elsewhere. Complete

Cy was maintained during the
to a destination unknown." J meve from Shamsen, Canton
(Source: declassified CIA report No. 79124)

January‘sf 1952.-- A CIA source reports that 13 American and 8
grltlsh prisoners of war were transferred by rail from
°§n802 tgog:nkowéh CIA also reports they have another report
airfieids." in the Canton area "performing hard labor on
(Source: 5 January 1952 CIA declassified report.)

Februg;y s,"1952 == A CIA source reports that around December 27
51, "the Chinese Communists moved 300 U.S. POWs...into a '
cgncgntrntlog camp near Tat’ung. The prisoners are under
zsepgggzgggt:o2 gf.Europeans' CIA reports that the report
abrication a i i
douberT: s the information appears
(Source: CIA declassified report dated 6 February 1952)

February 14, 1952 -- A CIA source reports that about t i
week.of Janugry, the Chinese COEmunists were paraggnélsfg.
captives (prisoners of war) in Paoshan, Yunnan Province, for
pr?paganda purposes. The source reports the chmunists'
pointed the U.S. soldiers to the spectators, saying "these
are the people we’ve been fighting -- and have conquered. "
(Source: CIA declassified report dated 14 February 1951)

February 19, 1952 -- The declassified * i i
r post-agenda discussion*
suggested notes for a meeting of the Psychologi
Board under President Trumangstate: yehological Strateqy

“Subject: The Strategic Significance of Involuntary POW
Repatriation in Korea.
"At the present time, there is no widespread active concern
in the U.S. on the gquestion of possible failure on the part
of the Chinese to return all American prisoners. But
articles now beginning to appear in the press raise the
specter that the issue might be presented to the American
public as an “exchange of Chinese lives for American lives."
Should this develop, it is likely that the public outcry
would obscure the basic moral issue and jeopardize the

effectiveness of the U.S. policy decision.”

"At the present time, it appears that the Department of
State and the Department of Defense are engaged in the
collection and careful analysis of the facts pertaining to
this problem. Preliminary indications are that perhaps
3,000 Chinese and up to 10 percent of the North Korean POWs
will fall within the category of those whose return to their
homelands would result in their death, or who for other

reasons do not wish to be repatriated.”

(Source: Declassifed notes from Truman Library 19 February
1954 -- U.S. Psychological Strategy Board

March, 1952 -- Admiral R.E. Libby, U.S. negotiator in Korea,

advises his communist counterparts, "You denied that you
hold in Korea more than 11,500 prisoners whose names you
gave us...You denied that you ever held any of our captured
personnel outside Korea...we have evidence which clearly
convicts on both counts. Earlier, he states "We have
convincing evidence you are holding prisoners in retention
camps outside Rorea without reporting them to our side."

Libby had further stated "a number of captured communist
soldiers have told of escorting UN prisoners to camps in
china." Libby states one of the captured Communist Chinese
soldiers "described in detail a prisoner of war processing
center in BHarbin (deep in Central Manchuria) to which he had
helped escort captured United Nations personnel. The
soldier stated he had seen "more than 1,000 UN prisoners -
Americans, South Koreans and others -- at the Barbin

processing camp."”
(Source: South China Morning Post March 9, 1952)

April 15, 1952 -- The Central Intelligence Agency reports, that

according to a source, "In November, 1951 about S50 American
prisoner of war were brought under guard from Shanghai to
Hangchow, and were taken to Maochiafou and placed in the
detention center there." The report further states that as
of February 10, 1952, 15 of them were taken elsewhere,
leaving only 35. Maochiafou is reported as “probably near

Hangchow. "



(Source: CIA report dated 15 April 1952, declassified)

May 2, 1952 ~- The Central Intelligence Agency reports, that

June

July

according to a source, "In Aprji

Americgn p;isoner of war at Eh;lniggﬁiazgﬁrga:ere o
followzgg is a partial list of the Americans "p.N The
‘evaluat+op of the names is done by CIia (Soﬁ °o
declassified Teport dated 2 May 1852) . Feer CIA

13, 1952 -- B-29 is downed by a i
S
Japan. (Source: DoD, RussianYArchgzé:?)HIG over the Sea of

17, 1952 —- The Central Intelli i
from a still classifed source, g::::s?gencyr in a report

"In May, 1952, the War Prisoner Adminij
1 nistrative Offi '
:tggzgzgngé.éﬁzdgznzgzlcgztgol of an intelligenceféggiégr
to ; 1 adquarters of the Sovi r
f:s;:rn Hl%;tary District, controlled prisonervégtwiz‘cam 3
it nchuria and North Korea. The office, formerly in Pe
en (M:;:nchur:.a)f employed 30 persons, several of wh
were English-speaking Soviets. " o

"The office had developed thre
€ types of prisoner of by
Camps. Camps termed_“peace camps " detainzd persons wzz.

CE;;EE? zampg, all of which.are in Manchuria, detained an:j-
ca has's prisoners possessing certain technical skills
p 15 at these camps was on redoctrination of the '

"Normal prisoner of war cam i

; f pPs, all of which were in Nor:
§g§:g£eg:t2;n:g pr;sonersdwhom the Communists will exzﬁggge

€ peace and reform camps will .
exchanged. Officials of North P oL g Py
Korean prisoner of
sent reports on individual priso feoner T
Administrative Office Co 5 Ive prosoners enliconer
. o] i

trancferred vty eeoc camps.geratlve prisoners were being

"On 6 January 1952, four hundred United States i
- - r
;ﬂ;éudxng three_hundred Negroes, were being detgi;:g?eriﬁ
en, Manchuria...All pPriscners held there with thé.
exception of three second lieutenants, were énlisted
personnel...The prisoners, dressed in Communiet Chinese Arm
gn;form§ were not required to work...two hours of Y
indoctrination were conducted daily by staff members of the
Northeast Army Command. Prisoners were Permitted t 1
basketball in the courtyard" ° Py
(Source: CIA Report No. SO 91634, dated July 17, 1952)

October,

January 18,

1952 ~-- Truce negotiations between the Communists and
the U.N. forces break down.

January 2, 1951 -- Despite the December, 1951 report by President

Truman’s Pychological Strategy Board, U.S. Senator Wiley is
told by the Department of Defense that "no information is

-available which would enable the Department of Defense to

prepare a statistical and descriptive account of the
ultimate fate of these individuals after their repatriation
to Soviet authorities persuant to the terms of the Yalta
Agreement.” The December, 1551, in discussing the gquestion
of forced repatriation for Korean War POWs, states that four
million Russians at the end of World War II were forcibly
sent back, and that thousands of them were subseguently

executed and punished by the Russians.
{Source: Defense Department letter dated January 2, 1953)

1953 -- A U.S. Navy patrol aircraft is shot down in
the South China Sea. A U.S. Coast Guard Seaplane crashes
during rescue operations in the vicinity. According to the
United States, the planes are not engaged in operations for
the United Nations Command. The U.S. later expresses the
belief that personnel from these incidents fall into
Communist custody (Source: 5 May 1954 Defense Department

summary )

February 24, 1953 -- An Army Combined Command for Reconnaissance

Activities Korea memorandum states:

"The following information was received from Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Republic of Korea Government. Report
originally came from Nationalist Chinese Embassy =="

"According to reliable information, the Communist Chinese
Porces have transferred UN POWs to Russia in violation of
the Geneva Conference. These POWs will be specially trained
at Moscow for espionage work. POWs transferred to Moscow
are grouped as follows: British 5, Americans 10, Canadians
3, and 50 more from varicus countries."

*Russia has established a Higher Informant Training Team at
Uran, Hodasong (phonetic) in Siberia in October, 1952. 500
persons are receiving training, one third of them women.
Japanese constitute the largest group and the others are
Korean, Filipinos, Burmese, and American.”

The date of information is given as "October - 22 December
1952.

Comments in this report by the U.S. Army Combined Command
for Reconnaissance Activities, Korea state:



"This office has received sporadic reports of POWs being
moved to the USSR since the very inception of the
hostilities in Korea. These Téports came in great volume
through the earlier months of the war, and then tapered off
to a standstill in early 1951, being revived by a report
from January of this year (1853). It is definitely possible

" that such action is being taken as evidenced by past

experience with Soviet authorities. A1l previous reports
state POWs who are moved to the USSR are technical
specialists who are employed in mines, factories, etc. This
is the first report that they are being used as espionage
agents that is carried by this office, -

(Source: U.S. Army Combined Command report dated 24 Feb.53)

April 20-26, 1953 -- Peace talks are resumed and Operation Little

July

July

July

Switch, the first prisoner exchange, takes pPlace. The
Communists release 600 United Nations "sick and wounded*
prisoners. The United Nations releases 6,000 "sick and
wounded” Communist prisoners.

1953 -- Esquire Magazine reports that the Foreign News
Service had obtained information from a "reliabie" source
they encountered in 1952 that American POWs were being
screened by Chinese and Soviet personnel who spoke fluent

screening. The source reports that very important personnel
were flown to the USSR, while others were shipped by rail to
the Soviet Union for further processing. The Foreign News
Service reports that they have no way of confirming the
Story, but that the extensive detail provided brought them
to the conclusion that the information was accurate.

15, 1953 -- The Central Intelligence Agency reports
information from a source that “In late May, 1953,
approximately 1,500 United Nations pPrisoners of war were
confined in a camp at Tungchutin, Tientain, in Communist
China. The majority of these prisoners of war were American
Marine officers and men who were sent to this camp after
recovery from wounds." CIA comments that "a POW camp once
tentatively accepted in Tientain, was dropped from available
listings in January, 1953 because of a lack of recent
reports concerning it."

(Source: CIA declassified Teport dated 15 July 1953)

22, 1853 -- During the peace negotiations, the Communists
Teport they are holding 12,763 prisoners to be repatriated.

27, 1953 ~- The Ammistice Agreement is signed between the

Communists and the U.N. Porces at Panmunjom, Korea. A
Military Armistice Commission, a temporary Neutral Nations
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' Paragraph 13
voluntary re
remains.

29, 1953 -- An RB-50, with a crew of 17 members, is shot
!

down by Russian MIG-

i scues : P2
gﬁzrﬁcgn ggizzimzit informs the Soviets that "it appears

embers survived and that
i ikelv that the other crewm . 1,
gtgglzei; poisibly rescued by the Soviet vessels

July

ugust 5, 1953 -- Oper
Ruge excﬁange of POWs

: : be : .
g?;:zglgatéogﬁecgommﬁgistg in the demilitarized zone (DMZ).

The Communists begin the transfer of 12,773 Allied POWs

August 6,

epatriation Commis C
gogmission are established to enfor

armistice.

. isory
i nd a Neutral Nations Supervis
Blished ce the terms of the

No formal peace treaty is ever concluded.

isti ides for the
Armistice Agreement prowvi for
;aziizgzon of POWs and for the repatriation of

over the Sea of Japan. An
ae j:;: co-pilot who had parachuted.

i i ith the
tion Big Swltch‘coqme?ces wi :
edesiring repatriation" by both s:.deséms
ins the transfer of 75,823 P

The

(3,597 U.S. POWs) in returm.

i i he United Nations
- e Commander in Chief of the ’
Commaigséenerzg Mark Clark returns to Washington from KRorea

isti 7th. He holds a news
i i the Armistice on July 2 e
22:::::322122 the Pentagon, which is covered by the New

Times as follows:

i r
"General Clark pledged to press the Communigtzeéoihi;rﬁzfd
information on the additional troopgdhihgg ;: sointed out
ossible exchange. He sai -
:ﬁg iigeadgscrepancy between h1§ lnformatlgn a:ﬁetzzzce
lied by the Communist on prisoners during e i ihe
supptiations. He had been advised by his supe coetiarions
gzgza on, he said, not to delay the armlSt%c?ln g of later
dbed ghe'discrepancy o o reieern:gzlP:;z; egirst at the
. This will be done, the gene ’
ﬁfiziizy Arm;stice Commission, and, %f'thirio;;eggnce chat
satisfaction there, later at the politica the only thing
will follow. General Clarkédsta:1¥gr§2atdeclared in a
the Communists respected wa ¢+ G .
sgzziled discussion of the prisoner guestion

1 know of no way except through

R

is prisoner o . C t
:ggTiggtzg; og force, which is not in the cards, in my

opinion,* said Clark.

Arm iti i t could not
thorities in the.Far Eas .

nzlags soldiers and airmen are be;ng.gzéd

1 Clark said there nevertheless remal
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*They respect force and

"Conceding that 2
prove that additio
captive..., Genera



;gtger information that leads us to believe that they have
r '"

"We do have certain evidence that indicates that the
additional prisoners alive who should be returned, agg ;re
assure you, as cOmm§n9er in Chief, while I am there, I will
g:g;:r:gat in the military and political conferences,” Clark

At the same press conference, General Clark ann .
retirement effective October 31, 1953. ounces his

(Source: New York Times article dated August 7, 1953)

August 7, 1953 -- General James A. Van Fleet, Commander of the

U.S. 8th Army in Korea, states:

"A large Percen;age.of the 8,000 American scldiers listed as
missing in action in Korea are still alive."

August 7, 1953 -- Communist controlled radio in Peiping, China

reports that United Nations POWs had now been informed

) that
they had a right to refuse to return and that "if any
prisoners gf war do not wish to be repatriated directly, the
UnltggINatlogs would be informed of the number "as soon as
possible.” (Source: New York Times, 7 a
BoTimey same onrs ' ugust 1953, Tokyo

August 10, 1953 -~ A Combined Command for Reconnaissance

Activity FKorea Army Memorandum states:

"A. A compilation of reports indicate that during the past
Fwo years, several POWs have been transferred from POW camps
in North.xorea to points in Manchuria, China, and Siberia.
Thgse points include Mukden, Harbin, Antung, Yench’eng,
gggzgﬁsso: Miensien, Peiping, Shanghai, Chungking, Timesin,

"B. Figures show that the total number of MIAs plus known
captured less those to be US repatriated leaves a balance of
over 8,000 unaccounted for.*

(Source: declassified 10 August 1953 Army Memorandum)

August 31, 1953 -- The Assistant Chief of Staff, G2 received a

memorandum from the Army General Staff listing 23 U.S.
personnel "believed not desiring repatriation.” The
information is submitted *"from interrogation Big Switch
repatriates inclusive to 23 August 1953."

(Source: 31 August 1953 Army memorandum)

September 1, 1953 -- The Joint Intelligence Processing Board,

Headguarters, U.S. Army Forces, Far East (ADV) prepares a
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memorandum listing 32 United States Prisoners of War who
have "elected to refuse repatriation." The information is
based on information provided by released American POWs.
The report further states that "much of the information is
based on rumor and hearsay and consequently guite difficult

to evaluate."”

(Source: 1 September 1953 Army Memorandum)

September 6, 1953 -- The United Nations Command and the

Communists announce that repatriation (Operation Big Switch)
has been completed for all individuals who had elected to be
returned. (Source: 12/22/53 Memo to SecArmy from Ass.Sec.

Army)

September 9, 1953 -- The United Nations Command presents a list

to the Communists of 3,404 U.N. and South Korean personnel
still unaccounted for. The list includes the names of 544
U.S. personnel, of which 610 were Army. It is later
reported that General Mark W. Clark handed over the list to
the Communists demanding that they be returned "or else.”
General Clark is reported to say that the list was compiled
from statements of the communists themselves, radio
broadcasts originating in Peiping, letters written from
prisoners’ camps, or from the observations of former U.N.
prisoners of war in Red prisons. (Soure: 31 December 1953
CINCUNC message, News Article by Joseph F. McLaughlin,

Boston)

September 12, 1953 -- Communist correspondent Burchett indicates

that the Chinese Communists continue to retain in a non-
prisoner of war status certain United States Air Force
personnel, alleged to have overflown Chinese territory.
Burchett indicates that their return must be sought through
diplomatic negotiations. (Source: March 5, 19534 State
Department memorandum)

September 16, 1953 -~ Communist broadcasts over the Government-

controlled Peiping radio state that the 3,400 roster from
the United Nations Command is "fake* and is designed by the
United Nations Command "to obscure the fact that the Allies
are forcibly detaining prisoners on our side."

(Source: New York Times, Tokyo byline, Sept. 16, 1953)

September 21, 1953 -- The Communists, in response to the

September S9th UN message, state that 518 of the 3,404 had
already been repatriated, and another 380 had previously
been reported to the UN as dead, escaped, or already
returned. No identification of these individuals is made by
name or nationality, though the U.S. subsequently learns on
October 3rd that 112 of the total figure were Americans.
(Source: 12/22/53 Memo to SecArmy from Ass. SecArmy, 4/29/53
Army Assistant Chief of Staff memorandum)
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On the same day, the Communists submit a roster of 98,742

POWs for whom they demand an accountin 1 i
B3, 158 Koveans) g (15,584 Chinese and

September 23, 1953 -- The United Nations Command turns over
-22,604."non—repatriates' (ie: POWs who had refused
repatriation) to the Neutral Nations Repatriation
Commission.

September 24, 1953 -- The Communists deliver 359 United Nations
Command "non-repatriates” (23 U.S.).

September 25, 1953 -~ The U.N. Command makes a second dema
- . nd for
the accounting of the 3,404 UN/South Korean unaccounted for

personnel stating that the first repl
unsatisfactory. ply was completely

October 3, 1953 -- The Communists again counter the September 25,
1953 demand by referring to a list of 98,783 names of

Communists who they claim are being held in United Nations
custedy.

They also provide a further breakdown of B99 United Nations
Command personnel of the 3,404 UNC total referred to on
September 21, 1992. The Communists state 112 of the total
were U.S. personnel who had either died, escaped, or were
released at the front. (The U.S. privately notes that 70 of
the 112 names had been reported as dead by U.S. returnees at
Operation Big Switch.)

(Source: 31 December 1953 message from CINCUNC)

0ctober.20, 1953 ~- The Communists by letter to the Commander in-
Chief of the United Nations Command claim that they have
accounted for the 899 UNC personnel (on October 3rd), and
demand that the UN Command account for their September 2l1st
list of 98,000 POWs. (Source: 31 December 1953 CINCUNC Memo)

November 21-23, 1953 -~ Three former members of the Republic of
Rorea Army, escaped through the demilitarized zone "and
reported to the United Nations Command that Communists still
held large numbers of prisoners of war."

The.Un%ted Nations Command protests in the Military
Armistice Comunission and demands that the Communists "hand
over to the custody of the Custodian Forces of India all
those prisoners that your side still retains."

December 1, 1953 -~ The Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission
declines to conduct an investigation into the allegations of
the three Koreans who escaped on November 23, 1953
concerning large numbers of POWs still being held.
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December 7, 1953 -- The U.N. Representative to the Military
Armistice Commission requests the Communist side to agree to
an impartial investigation of the evidence given by the
three defectors. The Communist side rejects the proposal.

The Communists again reiterate their demand thet the United
Nations Command account for the persons on the list of
98,000 Communist POW persconnel provided on September 21,
1953.

December 10, 1953 -- The senior United States member of the
Military Armistice Commission charges the Communists with
violation of the Armistice by retaining custody of prisoners
of war who desired repatriation. The Communists counter
with a demand for the accounting of 27,000 prisoners of war
"illegally released by President Rhee with assent of the
United Nations Forces."

December 14, 1953 -- Two additional Koreans escape to South Korea
and confirm the statements made by the three escapees in
November that prisoners were still being held by the
Communists.

December 16, 1953 -- Verification of the 2 Koreans who escaped on
December 14th as bona-fide members of the Republic of Korea
Army is made.

December 18, 1953 -~ The British Government offers to make on
behalf of the Unified Command an approach to the Chinese
Communists at Peiping to seek the return of United Nations
Command perscnnel who may still be in Communist custody.
(Source: 5 March 1954 State Department memorandum)

U.S. News and World Report writes that 944 Missing Gi’s have
become slave laborers in Communist hands. The report states
that "there is substantial evidence now, for example, that a
number of American prisoners were marched through the
streets of Mukden, deep inside Manchuria, in a victory
parade. As far as is known here, none of those men has
returned. No repatriated prisoner has said he participated
in that parade...There are (also) reports from returning
Japanese prisoners, repatriated this month from Russia, that
some Americans have been seen in a prison not far from
Moscow. "

December 22, 1953 -- Secretary of State John Foster Dulles
instructs the U.S. Commander in Chief of the United Nations
Command to "continuously press Communist members of the
Military Armistice Commission to account for missing
personnel."” (Source: Letter to Secretary of the Army from
Assistant Secretary of the Army.)
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The State Department also informs the Commander in Chief of
the United Nations Command that the British through their
Foreign Office in Peiping will seek to confirm unofficial
‘reports that Communist China is holding in custody United
Nations personnel in China. (Source: Ibid.)

- December 23, 1953 -~- Assistant Secretary of the Army, Hugh

Milton, asks the Army Chief of Staff to provide information
"concerning 610 Army personnel listed as prisoners of war
and still unaccounted for by Communist Forces." Milton asks
for information on educational background, technical
specialties, and if they have a background which would make
them susceptible to Communist indoctrination. (Source:
12/22/53 letter to Chief of Staff from Army Ass. Secretary)

December 31, 1953 -- In a memorandum to the Department of the

Army, the Command in Chief of the United Nations Command
makes the following points:

"Question of tactics to be employed in pressuring Communists
for accounting of about 3,400 UNC POWs has been under

continuous study here since the conclusion of Operation Big
Switch.”

"During the period September 9, 1953 to date, the United

- Nations Command has presented the Communists with lists of

United Nations Command personnel who are believed to be, or

may have been, in their custody. (Note: includes 965 U.S.
personnel)"

"On September 21, 1953, the Communists submitted a roster of
98,742 POWs for whom they demand an accounting. After ’
exhaustive research by AFFE PWIB, we have as of December 26,
1953 been able to establish reasonably accurate

identification as follows, none of which has yet been given
to the Communists:

1) Duplications, 668
2) Escaped: Chinese, 50 Xorean, 26,803
3) Repatriated during Little Switch:
Chinese, 15 Korean, 332
4) Repatriated during Big Switch: Chinese 4, Korean 2,219
5) Delivered to NNRC: Chinese, 14,495. Korean, 7,479
6) Korean CI, 37,527
7) Koreans not qualifying as POWs and later released, 142
8) Deceased: Chinese 4. Korean 250
9) Never in UNC custody: Chinese, 91. Korean, 2,008
10) Status not yet determined, 6,655. (Total, 98,742)

"Whether we shall be able to complete identification of the

6,655 persons (10) is highly problematical. Difficulties
inherent in present records stem from early days of Korean
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conflict when POW registration was not fully established...”

" nothing from the Communists on accounting for
tﬂg gigoegggc;ersonneg unless we are willing to provide them
with the information they have demnpded; gh;le we mag 5
realize some public benefit by a reiteration of our demands,
they can produce a logical argument that we must do .
likewise...If we account for the 98,000, they may submi the
additional lists with Just enough accuracy to keep us ont‘
defensive interminably. If we continue to demand accoun l?g
of UNC personnel, they can move further to demand retur? of
additional alleged POWs, and from there to civilians Eo‘
whom there are hundreds of thousands in South Korea.)

" conclusion of Operation Big Switch,_tpe Communists
rggoﬁﬂid they had returned all yNC POWs dESlrlgg eturn
repatriation. It is highly unlikely they woué_ now :n"e‘“
any additional persons whom they might ?e holding, ilrbthex'
they would be hard put to develop a logical reasonf o] . the;
retention. We, on the other hand, have no way to 10rcC o :
to do so. Our only bargaining weapon - a weak one at that
is answering this demand for the 98,000.

ists will, in the enc,
"Regardless of our efforts, the QOmmunls . .
givg us only that information which they wish to supp.y.
when they want to."

»Iin view of the above, it is extremely doubtgul thaﬁwe.:
ai accounting or recovery of UNC personnel WlllhIESL,é‘.
further demands on the Communists or by the exc iggg‘ :
1ists. However, we are prepared to adopt the fo 0572,.he
course of action: ...we shall inform the cOmmun;s;s : s;Sr*'
Military Armistice Commission that we are prepari Lo nit
an accounting (as soon as tpe list can b? prgper g hat o
prepared). Before handing it over, WE.Wlll emin 3;42; 2 -
satisfactory accounting be first supplied for t ?ll' z
names. If the Communists are Lnteresteé, thgy wi .
undoubtedly refuse to produce the UNC list H%E?o;tve ‘o
simultaneous receipt of their rosters. We wi na

agree, realizing that we shall probably flgd thgli e feel
accounting wholly unsatisfactory. From this po.ms,and

gure we shall move into the usual phase of chgrgzl e
counter charges without any real results obtaina ec.>f "e iom
request your comments and/or concurrence on course
proposed..."

her
rom

s the views
January 12, 1954 -- The Department of the Axmy convey

the Commander in
the State and Defense Departments to ) 2
giief of the United Nations Cormand concerning his December

31, 1953 message. The message states:
~1. State and Defense agencies report continuing interest
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being expressed by congressional and private sources.
2. Nevertheless, both departments agree with your analysis
and your viewpoints and in probable undesirable
developments.
3. Therefore, suggest that the course of action you
outlined be held in abeyance pending further study in
Washington." . ‘

(Source: 12 January 1954 Army message to CINCUNC)

January 16, 1954 -- In a memorandum to the Secretary of the Army

the Assistant Secretary of the Army writes under the
heading. "The Unaccounted for Americans Believed To Be Still
Held Illegally By The Communists:

1. There are approximately 954 United States personnel
falling into this group. What the Department of the Army
and other interested agencies is doing about their recovery
falls intec two parts. First, the direct efforts of the UNC
Military Armistice Commission to obtain an accurate
accounting,and second, efforts by the G2 of the Army, both
overt and covert, to locate, identify, and recover these
individuals. G2 is making an intensive effort through its
information ccllection system world-wide, to obtain
information on these people and has a plan for clandestine
action to obtain the recovery of one or more to establish
the case positively that prisoners are still being held by
the Communists...The direct efforts of the UNC are being
held in abeyance pending further study of the problem by the
State Department.”

2. A further complicating factor in the situation is that to

continue to carry these personnel in a "missing" status is
costing over one million dellars annually. It may become
necessary at some future date to drop them from our records
as "missing and presumed dead."

(Source: 16 January 1954 memorandum to Secretary of the
Army)

January 18, 1954 -- The U.N. Representative to the Military

Armistice Commission again reguests the Neutral Nations
Supervisory Commission to investigate charges that the
Communists were withholding prisoners of war. (Source: 29
January 1954 Army memorandum)

January 22, 1954 -- The Army responds to the December 23rd

request from the Assjistant Secretary of the Army on the
breakdown by certain categories "of 610 Army personnel
listed as prisoners of war still unaccounted for by
Communist Forces."
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January 26, 1954 -- Again, the UNCMAC reguests the NNSC to

investigate charges that prisoners of war were being
withheld by the Communists.

January 27, 1954 -- A Japanese repatriate from POW Camp #21 at

Khabarovsk from 1950 - 1953 reports the following to the -
U.S. representatives in Tokyo. He states t@at during the
period April -May, 1953, he "heard from Soviet guards,
prisoners and laborers that the crew of a military plane
shot down by Soviets was in Khabarovsk prison.* (Source:
Declassified Report No. 1835 from Air Force filed --
portions still redacted)

January 28, 1954 - The Chief of staff of the Army instructs that

a2 memo be prepared by the Secretary of the Army _
"recommending that the Secretary of Defense fgr;hw;th
propose that the United States Government officially and
publicly press for a Communist accounting of missing
American military personnel." (Source: 28 Jan. ‘54
memorandum)

January 29, 1954 -- After coordinating with Army, Navy, Air

Force, the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 proposes three
courses of action to be undertaken, other than those a}ready
undertaken by the Military Armistice Commission, to gain a
»Communist Accounting of Missing UNC Personnel.":

1. Seek the release of personnel through the diplomatic
efforts of the United Kingdom.

2. In the United Nations General Assembly, charge the
Governments of Communist China and North Korea with a
violation of the Armistice Agreement. -

3. Release to the press a joint State-Defense public
announcement.”

Under item #1, it is noted that a disadvantage is that "to
obtain the release of US personnel, the United States would
almost certainly have to pay a "price". Such "price” could
be acknowledgment of violations of the Manchurian borders,
admission of °"germ warfare®, withdrawal of support for the
Nationalists Government Republic of China cn Formosa,
admission of Red China and North Korea to the United
Nations."

Under item #2, it is noted that a disadvantage is that_it
"would almost certainly assure that any individuals still
alive would never live to return to the United States and
that it would offer an opportunity to the Communists to
demand in turn an accounting for 98,742 personnel on their
side. Efforts to answer this demand would evoke violent
protests from the ROK and the Nationlist China Governments."
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Under item #3, it is noted that UNC evidence concerning the
survival of 944 Americans "is based on letters written home
by prisoners, prisoner of war interrogations, gquestioning of
returnees, communist radio broadcasts, and the actual
circumstances of their disappearance from UN Command
control."

February 5, 1954 -- A reliable friendly foreign intelligence

service reports to the U.S. information they had received
from a Turkish source traveling in Central Asia. The
source, who had been interrogated in Turkey, states that
while at Mukden, Manchuria, he "saw several coaches full of
Europeans who were also taken to the USSR. They were not
Russians. Source passed the coaches several times and heard
them talk in a language unknown to him." Source states that
one of the coaches was full of wounded caucasians who were
not speaking at all. (Source: Charity Interrogation Report
No. 619 referenced in declassified cables dated 23 March
1954)

February 8, 1954 ~- Secretary of the Army Robert T. Stevens sends

a memorandum to the Secretary of Defense. Stevens
reconmmends that meetings occur with the State Department to
formulate plans "for the initiation of diplomatic
negotiations through the offered assistance of the United
Kingdom." Stevens also recommends releasing a joint State-
Defense public announcement, "now held in abeyance by the
Operations Coordinating Board, to reassure the families
concerned and the American people that our Government is
taking all feasible action in seeking an accounting for the
missing servicemen listed as prisoners of war in the Korean
conflict." :

Following the sending of this memorandum, an informal
conference is held with representatives of the three
Services, Defense, and State. "It was agreed that by
memorandum the State Department would describe in some
detail what diplomatic actions would be initiated by the
United Kingdom, and would seek Defense concurrence in such
an approach."

February 23, 1954 -- Seventy wives and mothers of U.S5. POW/MIAs

from the Korean Conflict travel to the United Nations in New
York. They are not received by either the UN General
Secretary or the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. They are told
by the General Secretary’s assistant, "The UN has no
authority over the foreign affairs of member states.”

March 5, 1954 -~ In a letter to the Assistant Secretary of

Defense, Prank Nash, the Assistant Secretary of State Walter
Robertson states that they have no objection to the December
18, 1953 British offer to make an approach to the Chinese
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Communists at Peiping to seek the return of UNC personnel
who may still be in Communist custody. It is noted that
there are 18 USAF personnel who have been retained whose
return should be sought through diplomatic negotiations.
Department of Defense concurrence in this proposal is
requested. The letter further notes that the Defense
Department had already signed off on an approach being
undertaken by the British on behalf of 1l non-UNC Navy and
Coast Guard personnel missing on January 18, 1953.

March 9, 1954 -- During a classified session of a2 Senate

Subcommittee on Investigations of the Committee on
Government Operations, the Senators are told the following
by the Department of Defense concerning numbers of POWs and
MIAs from the Korean War (transcript now declassified):

Colonel Trammell: (G-~2 Department of Defense): “...on the
18th of January, 1954...G-2 (Army Intelligence) considered,
for all services, that there were 1,012 persons where there
was evidence that they were alive, that they had been alive
at one time in Communist hands. Also, on that same day of
those whom the Adjutant General had listed as known
captured, 120 of those were not accounted for.

Senator Potter: "120 that the Adjustant General had
classified -- "

Colonel Trammell: “"Classified as known captured were not

accounted for. In other words, both the Adjutant General
and G-2 agreed that this certain number were known captured
and yet in (Operation) Big Switch (August/Sept. 1953), 120
of the known captured were not accounted for...

...0f those that G-2 has listed in Section 3 as having been
in Communist hands alive at one time, as of the 18th of
January, 892 were not accounted for. Among those we had
some evidence as late as April 1953 which we consider a
positive indication that the man was alive as late as that
time."

Senator Potter: "As late as April 19532-

Colonel Trammell: "As late as April 1953 we had convincing
evidence that the man was alive and in Communist hands. But
892, as indicated, were not accounted for in that group.

The two figqures I have just given you, that is, the 120 and
the 892 total the 1,012 which is the figure I started with
as of January 18.

March 10, 1954 -~ The Department of the Army, G-2, reguests the

@rmy CIC center at Pt. Holabird, Md. to detail six CIC type
investigators for a period of two weeks to comply with a
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Senate regquest “for the most recent information on Americans
captured in Korea, and on whom the Communist forces in Korea
have failed to render sufficient accounting...Senator
Potter, as a subcommittee consisting of one member, is
examining the basis on which the United States is demanding
the return of, or accounting for, from the Communist Forces,
Americans taken as prisoners of war and on whom sufficient
accounting has not been rendered.-

(Source: 10 March 1954 G2 Army Memorandum)

March 11, 1954 -- The G2, Department of the Army informs the Air

Force that Senator Potter, Acting Chairman for a Special
Study being conducted by the Senate Permanent Subcommittee
on Investigations, has requested that he be furnished with
“the number, by Services, of personnel still carried in a
missing in action or captured status."” The G-2 regquests the
Air Force to furnish them "with a copy of any findings and
determinations of death made by your office subseguent to
Operation Big Switch. These findings and determinations of
death will be used to adjust the rosters prepared as a
result of information previously furnished pursuant to

Reference Disposition Form, file G2-CDOR dated 25 August
1953."

On the same day, the Assistant Chief of Staff, G2, is
informed that "the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations is attempting to formulate a course of action
to follow to effect the recovery of American personnel
believed to be alive and still in Communist custody...I have
requested the U.S. Air Force to furnish a roster of all
persons carried as MIA or captured at the termination of
"Operation Big Switch" for incorporation in a final
consoclidated roster from all sources of personnel who might
possibly remain in Communist custody."

March 15, 1954 -- The Army CIC center complies with the March 10,

1954 request from the Army G-2 for six additional personnel
to help respond to Senator Potter’s request. (Source: 15
March 1954 Army CIC memorandum)

In a separate memorandum, the Acting Chief of the Returnee
Section, G2, Department of the Army, mentions that "Senator
Potter has requested that the figures (presented to his
committee on March 9, 1954), both for officially listed as
captured and personnel considered by G2 to have been under
Communist control, be broken down as of 18 January 1954, by
military services, Returnee section possess certain rosters
enumerating American personnel in the category mentioned
above. All personnel named in the "G2 Believed Captured
Roster” are known to have been alive in Communist custody at
some time after their having been reported missing in
action. Copies of these rosters were furnished CGAFFE
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i iately subsequent to the completion of Operation
Swi:g;. cirrentlg? these rosters are 1in the process of
being brought up to date, at which time, a final accounting
will be made available to Senator Potter."

March 16, 1954 -- The Air Force Liaison Office in Hong Kong sends

rt to the G2, USAF, in Washington. The ;epo;t.is
;ifzgoby Colonel Délk Siﬂpson, the Assistant Air Liaison .
officer who had arrived in Hong gong for duty on November 3,
1953. The report reads, in pertinent part:

This office has interviewed refugee source who gtates that
he observed hundreds of prisongrs_of war in Am.er.Lcan52
uniforms being sent into Siberia in late 1951 ang 1852.
Observations were made at Manchouli on USSR-Manc uilzg o
border. Source observed POWs on ;allway station pla _gwa
loading into trains for movement into Siberia. In rai unger
restaurant source closely observeq three POWs who Yeree
guard and were conversing in Engllsh: POWs wore sleev  oned
insignia which indicated POWs were Air Force noncommisSsi ;
officers. Source states that there were a great numbertgme
Negroes among POW shipments and alsg states tpat at nosource
later were any POWs observed returning from Slbgrlg. irce
does not wish to be identified.for_feqr of reprisals agai
friends in Manchuria, however i1s vllllng to.coopergteﬂlz
answering further questions and will be available in Hong

Kong for questions for the next few days.”

March 17, 1954 -- The Department of the Air Force forwards to the

i el "alleged
Department of the Army a list of‘la USAF personnel
tophave been captured in Manchuria, and who are being
retained as political prisoners. Three of th?se person§,17
identity unknown, were reported to have died. (Source:
March 1954 Memorandum)

The Department of the Army, G2, fgrwa;ds to th? genatzr
Permanent Sub-Committee on Investigations (Att: enal
Potter) a ~breakdown by service of American Perfonne
Unaccounted for in Korea as of January 18, 1954:

i 4 USAF)
. Officially captured - 120 (98 Army, 18 Marines, _
g. Per;onneIYCOnEidered by G-2 to have been in Cgmggg;st
custody - 892 (827 Army, 1 Navy, 6 Marines, 5 )

Recap for all gervices, Officers 85, warrant Officers 2,

i 805."
?giiizif ?ﬁnﬂarch 1954 Army G2 Memorandum toO Senate)

March 19, 1954 -- The Deputy Secretary of Defense responds to the

' dum on
ecreta of the Army’'s February g8th memoran .
gormulaigng plans for United K+ngdom partxc;patlonlonre ards
securing an accounting of missing UNC personnel. n reg
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to releasing a public statement on U.S. efforts to gain an

accounting, "the Department of Defense and the Department of

State have jointly agreed, however, that nc formal press

release on the subject is desirable at the present time...If

the subject remains relatively quiescent in the public mind,
it is not felt that a formal release will be necessary."

April 22, 1954 -- In a memorandum, the Commander in Chief of the
United Nations Command states, "Senior Member UNCMAC is of
opinion Communist Contingent Geneva will demand an account
for 98,742 alleged Communist POWs. Recommend immediate
account by category and number if questions raised, with
reasons for objecting to account by name; that is, fear of
reprisals against families, pressures against subject
individual, and so forth. Believe such an accounting will
have maximum propaganda and psycholocgical value for UNC,
will be disconcerting to Communists and might jeopardize
additional Communist preparing statements for Geneva use.
Also recommend U.S. follow up by demanding accounting for or
release of 3,405 UNC POWs...This office concurrs in the
UNCMAC recommendation.

March 23, 1954 -- The American Consul General in Hong Kong,
Julian F. Harrington, sends an updated cable to the
Secretary of State, entitled, "American POWs reported en
route to Siberia." The cable refers to the March 16, 1954
interview with the refugee and states, in pertinent part:

*A recently arrived Greek refugee from Manchuria has
reported seeing several hundred American prisoners of war
being transferred from Chinese trains to Russian trains at
Manchouli near the border of Manchuria and Siberia. The
POWs were seen late in 1951 and in the spring of 1952 by the
informant and a Russian friend of his. The informant was
interrogated on two occasions by the Assistant Air Liaison
Officer and the Consulate General agrees with his evaluation
of the information as probably true and the source as of
unknown reliability."

April 29, 1954 -- In a memorandum to the Assistant Secretary of
the Army from the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1, Major
General Robert Young states, "unconfirmed reports received
by G-2 indicate the possibility that some American personnel
may still be in the hands of the Communist Forces. However,
no positive individual identification has been established
and the reports are lacking confirmation.”

The memorandum further states that the Department of the
Army, under the provisions of Public Law 490, "has placed
618 soldiers, known to have been in enemy hands and
unaccounted for by the Communist Forces in the following

Harrington concludes stating that the refugee was leaving
by ship today. The reporting officer at the Embassy further
states, "Source is very careful not to exaggerate
information and is positive of identification of American categories -- 313 - Finding of Death (Administratively
POWs." The cables contain amplifying information on the

" X determined), 275 - report of death, 21 - dishonorable
sgbstance of the report in great detail. (Source: 23 March discharge, 4 - under investigation (missing in action for
1954 cable.)

less than one year), 3 - under investigation, prognosis

; . undecided, missing in action for over one year."
April 12, 1954 -- The Department of Defense by letter concurrs in * ! g

the British proposal cutlined in the State Department’s
March 5, 1954. They also forward to the Department of State
a list of 18 USAF personnel retained by the Communists in a
non-~prisoner of war status. (Source: 12 April 1954 DoD
letter to State with attached list.)

General Young states, "Efforts by the U.S. to negotiate for
the return or information relative to these personnel have
been hampered by Communist forces’ claims that we have not
properly accounted for 98,742 POWs allegedly held by the
United Nations Command.*

April 19, 1954 -- Secretary of State John Foster Dulles sends a
cable to the American Embassy in Moscow instructing that the
Soviets be given an Aide-Memoire from the United States on
U.S. POWs having been transported into the Soviet Union.
Dulles tells the U.S. Pmbassy that the Soviets should be

General Young concludes his memorandum stating:

*The intelligence agencies are making an intengive effort
through world-wide information systems to obtg;n reports on
missing personnel that may still be in Communist hands. A
told "we have reliable accounts of tranfers of POWs at plan has been formed by use of clandestine systems to obtain
Manchouli.” Dulles also refers to a recent report from Hong recovery of one or more such persons to establish the case

Kong on POW transfers which "corroborates previous ) beyond doubt before the world that such persons are being
indications that UNC POWs might have been shipped to Siberia held. "

during Korean hostilities." Finally, Dulles notes that the
Department of State had just accepted a British offer to
make representations in Red China to gain the release of
POWs. (Source: declassified cable dated April 18, 1954)

"It is the established position of the Army to obtain the
return of any UNC personnel which may remain in Communist
control and all feasible efforts will be taken to accomplish
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this result."

May 5, 1954 -- A diplomatic message is delivered to the USSR by

the U.S. Embassy in Moscow per instructions by the Secretary
of State. The message reads, in pertinent part,

"T@e United States Government has recently received reports
which support earlier indications that American prisoners of
war who had seen action in Rorea have been transported to
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and that they are
now in Soviet custody. The United States desires to receive
urgently all information available to the Soviet Government
concerning these American personnel and to arrange for their
repatriation at the earliest possible time." (Source:
declassified cable.)

The Qefense Department participates in preparing a summary
showing 944 U.S. military personnel “"presumed to be in
Communist custody” amd for whom "the United Nations Command
has not received a satisfactory accounting."” The summary
also lists the names of 18 USAF personnel for whom "the
United States has reason to believe are being held by
Cqmmunist China." F¥Finally, the memorandum lists 11 U.S.
military personnel downed on January 18, 15953 in the South
China Sea, and for whom "the United States has reason to
believe that they may be in Communist custody."

(Source: 5 May 1954 Summary prepared in Geneva with Defense
Department participation.)

May 11, 1954 -- At the UN Geneva Conference, the U.S. delegation

to t@e conference, headed by Ambassador Johnson, holds a
meeting with representatives of the International Committee’
of the Red Cross. Ambassador Johnson explains to the Red
Cross the Korean War casualties on the U.S. side -~ 23,196
killed in action, 105,871 wounded in action (of this figure,
2,495 subsequently died of wounds), 13,108 missing in
action. Of the 13,108 U.S. military personnel listed as
missing in action, 5,131 had returned to military control,
7,956 were missing, and 21 “"refused repatriation."” The May
5, 1954 is attached to the memorandum of conversation of
this meeting showing 944 United States "Prisoners of War."

During the meeting, the Red Cross officials ask "whether we
knew why these 944 were being retained, although sc many
others had been repatriated through the Military Armistice
Commission. We replied that this might be the result of
slipshod personnel reports to the Communist Command (who
perhaps were unaware of all those under their control) or a
desire to retain those individuals whose technical knowledge
might be valuable to the Communist war potential, or who
might continue to have some propaganda value to the
Communist cause."”
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(Source: Department of Defense Memorandum of Conversation
dated May 11, 1954)

May 13, 1954 -- The Soviet Union responds to the May 5, 1954 US

diplomatic message on POWs stating:

"The assertions in the note of the United States Government
that American war prisoners, participants in military action
in Korea, have been transferred to the Soviet Union and are
at the present time maintained under Soviet guard are
without any kind of basis and are clearly invented, as there
are not and have not been any such persons in the Soviet
Union."

(Source: New York Times article, May 13, 1954)

May 17, 1954 --The Department of the Army, G-2, in a memorandum

for the record, states:

~Phis letter complies with the request by Senator Potter
that he be provided with new statistics approximately six
weeks subsequent to the hearing. The listing in paragraph
2.b., is composed of those US personnel, identified through
the use of their names in broadcasts and propaganda or whose
names appeared on the return address of POW mail, who are
considered to have been admittedly held by the Communists.
Tn addition the Communists have not declared these
individuals as dead and no witnesses to their deaths have
been uncovered. These revised statistics, when compared
with the official casualty figures based on the original UNC
request for accounting of 344 (618 Army) reveal only minor
difference in total numbers."”

~General Powell of G-1 has discussed the subject of the two
lists, the Adjutant General Casualty Roster and the G-2
intelligence roster, with General Wieble and (Assistant
Secretary of the Army Hugh Milton) Mr. Milton. 1In the event
the G-2 statistics are publicized in an attempt to show that
G-2 and the Adjutant General are not in agreement, it may
place the Army in an unfavorable position temporarily from a
public relations standpoint. G-2, G-1, and the Adjustant
General have been working together on this matter, and it is
believed that any misrepresentation of the G-2 statistics
can be quickly refuted. It must be pointed out that the
Returnee Section does not possess any information which
indicates any Army individual believed to have been in
Communist custody, is alive today.”

*1t should be noted, however, that this office has on file
seven reports which indicate that there still may be
Americans in Communist custody.”

(Source: 17 May 1954 Army Memorandum)
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May 25, 1954 -- In a memorandum to Senator Potter from the (Source: UNCMAC Point Paper dated 4 January 1988)
Department of the Army, "currently adjusted statistics of

American personnel which G2 believes to have been in August 18, 1954 -- An Army memorandum, in anticipated response to
Communist custody at one time" are forwarded to the Senate the Senate subcommittee’s July 29, 1954 request, states that
subcommittee. The memorandum provides the following new the Adjutant General of the Army has submitted a list of 526
- breakdown of the 1,012 personnel provided to the Committee names. The memo¢ also lists 18 Army personnel who were held
on March 17, 1954 -- in Manchuria as prisoners of the Chinese and North Korean

Communists, and later repatriated.
"Personnel accounted for by US reports of known deaths,

retggn to military control, and dishonorable discharge (21): ' The memo states:

- l.

Personnel accounted for by US administrative presumptive "While there is reason to believe that these persons were,
findings of death: -- 393 at one time, alive and in the hands of the Communist Forces
Alleged diplomatic prisoners: 18 (furnished by Air Force ) in Korea, there is no positive evidence that any of them are
Total: 1,012" - alive as of this date..."

The memo further states, "Even though a presumptive finding "0f the reports received to date on material provided by

of death, an administrative determination, was made under repatriated Japanese prisoners of war, there have beer n.ne
the authority of the Missing Persons Act, & basis exists for (9) nebulous, inconclusive references to United States
believing that 393 US personnel were at one time in the personnel; however, in no case was a name remembered ncr any
hands of the opposing forces and are, therefore, maintained other information furnished which could be considerez

by this office as active cases until a more conclusive positive for identification purposes..."

accounting can be obtained."
"Some information concerning American servicemen who were

July, 1954 ~- The U.S. Air Force initiates "Project American", a taken into China after having been captured in the Korean
secret project of the 6004 Air Intelligence Service Sguadron conflict has been received from intelligence sources other
and the 6002 Air Intelligence Service Group at Shiroi Air than the military."

Base, Japan. The purpose of the project is "carrying out
extensive research with regard to USAF personnel unaccounted September, 1954 -- The United Nations Military Armistice
for after the Rorean conflict."” The 1957 Historical Report Commission and the Communists conclude negotiations
of the Squadron (then classified) states: regarding the recovery of deceased servicemen who were

- interred in territory under the control of the opposing
"Through information collected from repatriated U.S. and forces. The Communists turn over approximately 4,022 Un.:ed
U.N. prisoners of war, Japanese repatriates, foreign Nations deceased personnel, including 1,869 alleged remains
refugees, and numerous intelligence reports, a strong of U.S. servicemen. The exchange takes place at the
possibility emerged that a large number of the personnel Demilitarized Zone. The U.S. later states that not all c!
listed &s miesing in action may still be alive and interned the remains of U.S. servicemen actually interred in the
in Communist prison camps. The objective of this project is North were turned over.
to investigate the identification of as many of these men as (Source: 16 January 1956 Army Memorandum, 16 November 1954
possible. This objective is to be accomplished by the Army letter, October 1987 Defense Department Memorandum)
exploitation of all possible documentary and human sources." ) .
(Source: declassified Semi-Annual Historical Report, 6004 October 30, 1954 —- The United Nations Command and the Communists
Air Intelligence Service Squadron. #1) agree to terminate the August 17, 1954 “Understanding” on

the return of remains, but to keep in effect Paragraph 20 of

July 29, 1954 -- The Senate Permanent Subcommittee on the Understanding, which provides that any remains
Investigations sends a letter to Department of Defense discovered subsequent to the termination of the agreement
asking for a breakdown of U.S. personnel held in Iron- would be returned through the Military Armistice Commission
Curtain countries. (MAC) Secretaries. North Korea interprets this to mean that

"the MAC is not competent or obligated to deal with
searching for remains, but that any remains discovered by
chance will be returned through the MAC secretaries in
accordance with Paragraph 20 of the Understanding.”

August 17, 1954 -~ The United Nations Command and the Communists
agree at Panmunjom to an "Understanding” on the delivery and
return of remains.
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Januvary 12, 1955 -- John Noble, an American,

(Source: 4 January 1988 UNCMAC Point Paper)

turned over by the Communists i
C . in September *
g::;n;:ig to cur scientifically equgpped 1ab2§§§o?§:2 at
P K lraf Kyushu, Japap, for examinations by professi 1
an bepo ©gists and identification specialists thi ask
Y quite time-consuming. " Trothis task

] _ is re
Soviet prison camp after getting word to the %ﬁ?:gg gi:ﬂe:

gﬁm:t: ex;:tence, via a pospcard to Switzerland sent by an
Irkatai andrep(_:rts that ?hlle he was in prison at Putma
TiRat Aﬂer' Talchgt, he is told by various German prisoﬁers
$oop ican officers gnd enlisted men, who were captu d
orea, who were then in the Soviet pPrison syst prure
(Source: declassified State Dept. January 1955Yca§Té)

:;:lgogizz Eﬁ?ortshbelng told by a German Yugoslav living in
been shot dow;ogv:ra§h2e82;gigegn ° Agerican e o had
: ea and "picked up b
gg;;:: gzasthuard vessel.” Noble stateg he is Eolg gy the
correlategoshav'that thg Plane was shot down in 1950, which
(135 the information to the April 8, 1950 shooédo
anuary 1955 declassified Berlin communication 421)wn.

T

he fliers Ceates thacrirey fiats,tfoording to the source,
: Y feared being lost o i i

Eggszzca;§§ the Soviet authorities had geportedrtgggdzgeln

on thei; w;yl:g :gebﬁézghshot down, by the crash...they wgie

of June 30, 1954." or had just arrived in Vorkuta as

(Source: State Department B 1 .
erlin ;
1855 declassified.) Communication 12 January

322 g:gtgezgpz:;:§22n25p9rtzhingormation from a German POW
C in e Soviet Union th i
fliers from Korea were at Ki i SOnton. o ean
£ rov, in the Soviet Unicn.
(Source: declassifed State Dept. Berlin communica:ggn 420 12
January 1955, No.4-32)

May 31, 1955 -- Pifteen mothers of U.S. POW/MIAs return their

son’s medals to President Eisenhower i "
want your loyalty, not your medals." stating, "Our sons

June 8, 1955 -~ The Chief of Special Operations, Office of the

Secretary of Defense, pre
" pared a memorandum i
recovery of unrepatriated prisoners of war-fonCernzng the

The memorandum concludes:
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June

June

July

We have been unable under existing national policy
considerations, to bring about an accounting by the Commies
on the original 944 list. With regard to the "political
prisoners” (15 USAF personnel held in Manchuria), diplomatic
and political pressure must be credited with effecting
partial release, but only in the context of an emerging
Chinese Communist strategy of making a play for world public
opinion to gain political objectives vis-a-vis the U.S."

»various alternate courses of action have been developed by
the military. They have never been implemented because of a
Presidential decision, publicly announced, that *all
peaceful means" must be exhausted before any other course
would be considered. Most often menticned alternate courses
have been in the general field of sea and air blockade of
the China Coast or U.S. supported retaliatory measures by
the Chinese nationalists against the mainland. Current
Joint chiefs of Staff recommendations (which could be
characterized as “"stand-by" alternatives) are on file in JCS

and SecDef offices.”
(Source: 17 June 1855 declassified Defense Dept. memorandum)

17, 1955 -- The Defense Advisory Committee on Prisoners of
War meets to discuss the June 8, 1955 memorandum from the
Oftice of Special Operations. (The results of this meeting

are not knowmn.)
(Source: 17 June 1955 declassified Defense Dept. memorandum)

28, 1955 -- A U.S. Special Agent for Army Intelligence 441st
Counter Intelligence Corps files a report entitled "United
States Nationals Held As Prisoners of War in China." The
report lists six (6) accounts of observations of POWs in
various locations in China, to include An Tung, Shen Yang, a
Peiping penitentiary, Hsi Hua Farm, Ts'ao T/an Farm, and a
Tai Yuan Machine Factory in Shanhsi Province.

(Source: declassifed Army Special Agent report.)

June, 1955 -- The list of 526 unaccounted for POWs from the

Korean Conflict is reduced by this date to 450. (Source:
1960 JCS Cable)

25, 1955 -- An 82 page report on POWs is issued by a ten-
member committee of the Secretary of Defense. The panel
consists of four generals and one admiral. The report is
entitled, "The Fight Continues After the Battle." The
report applies a survival ratioc of 62 percent to 4,735
American servicemen who have been declared "missing and
presumed dead."” The report concludes that the Communists
should be held "strictly accountable" for (then) 470

Americans still missing."”

July, 1955 —- Three of the 21 "voluntary non-repatriates® are
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returned to U.S. control. {(Cowart, Griggs, and Bell)

August 1, 1955 -- The Department of the Air Force 6004 Air

Intelligence Service Sguadron, responsible for Project
American begun in July, 1954, prepares a report entitled

" “USAF Personnel Possibly Alive in Communist Hands." The
report begins, "This report, prepared by the Escape and
Evasion Section 6004th is a summary of information collected
on USAF personnel "missing in action” during the Korean
hostilities."” The report "lists 137 personnel who may be
alive in communist prison camps." The report states that
*it does not include ’‘possibly missing’ personnel.*
(Source: Declassified August 1, 1955 report, including list
of names and intelligence information.)

August 1-4, 1955 -- The remainder of the 15 USAF "political

prisoners" are released. This includes, USAF serviceman
Steve Kiba who reports to Air Force Intelligence, CIA, and
the State Department, that he had seen other U.S5. servicemen
alive in captivity who had not been returned. (Kibe later
reports that he "was ordered to forget what I had seen...and
to never discuss this matter with anyone." (Source:
Statement by Steve Kiba, November 4, 1978)

August 17, 1955 -- President Dwight Eisenhower signs an Executive

Order committing all facilities of our Government to
restablish contact with, support and obtain the release of
all of our prisoners of war." (Source: 27 October 195§
declassified memorandum signed by Deputy Secretary of
Defense.)

November 26, 1955 -« The United Nations Command representative 1o

the Military Armistice Commission passes a list to the
Communists of unaccounted for UNC POWs.

January 16, 1956 -- The Department of the Army in a notice to the

next of kin of a U.S. POW states, "Available evidence
indicates that many of the casualties which are carried on
the records of the Department of Defense as missing in
action in South Korea were actually captured and transported
to North Korea where they subsequently died; however,
specific information is lacking as to the number, identity
or circumstances surrounding their disappearance." (Source:
16 January 1956 Army Board of Officers Memorandum on Sfc
Lewis W. Sowles.)

February 25, 1956 -- The Communists, during a Military Armistice

Commission meeting at Panmunjom, Korea, gives an accounting
of some of the individuals on the UNC lists which had been
passed on November 26, 1955. According to the United
Nations Command, "final revisions result in a United Nations
Ccommand list of 2,233 unaccounted for POWs."
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April 28, 1956 -- General Mark Clark, former Commander in Chief

of the United Nations Command in Korea, states to the New
York Times that three thousand United Nations soldiers
captured in Korea, including 1,000 Americans, are being held
as hostages by the Communists. These prisoners will be used
to bargain with us at some future time -- perhaps to get a
seat for Red China in the United Rations.

(Source: New York Times, April 28, 1956)

May 29, 1956 -- The Assistant to the Secretary of Defense

June

(Special Operations) sends a memorandum to the Service
Secretaries stating, "...it has become apparent that only in
those instances where solid evidence of the identity and
location of U.S. personnel is displayed, can the Communists
be made to negotiate on a practical basis...In order to
strengthen the hand of the State Department representatives
at Geneva as well as our military representatives at
Panmunjom, it is requested that an attempt be made by your
Department to consolidate any and all information now on
hand and to prepare an intelligence estimate in each of the
cases representing missing personnel from your services.”
The consolidated estimates are reguested by July 1, 1956,
(Source: 29 May 1956 Defense Department memorandum )

20, 1956 -~ State Department reports that a crew member of
the B-29 downed over the Sea of Japan on June 13, 1852 had
been observed in October, 1953 in a Soviet hospital north of
Magadan near the crossing of the KRolyia River between Elgen
and Debin at a place called Narionburg." The crew member
reportedly had stated that he had been convicted wrongfully
under Item 6 of Article 58 of the Soviet Penal Code.

Secretary of State Dulles sends a cable to U.S. Embasssies
in Moscow and Tokyo concerning whether it was "desirable at
this time to gquestion the Soviet Government specifically
with reference to the detention of American fliers whose
presence has been reported by repatriates from Soviet prison
camps. "

Dulles further states, "There have been reports mentioned in
the communications under reference, from American, Japanese,
and other sources indicating specifically the detention of
American aviation personnel since 1949 and the possibility
that among them are included air crew members of such lost
or destroyed aircraft.”

Dulles recommends an Aide-Memoire be presented to the
Soviets stating:

“The United States Government has for some time received,
from persons of various nationalities freed from Soviet
Government imprisonment during the last several years,
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reports that they have conversed with, seen or heard reports
concerning United States military aviation personnel,
belonging either to the United States Air Force or to the
United States Navy Air arm, in actual detention in the
Soviet Union...the reports concerning such personnel have
now become so persistent and detailed, and so credible,
that...it requeste the Soviet Government to inform the
United States Govermment in detail concerning each American
military person who has been detained.”

July 2, 1956 -- The Department of the Army responds to the May
29, 1956 memorandum and encloses "Data Sheets" on 188 U.S.
Army personnel listed as “missing.” It is stated that the
data sheets are maintained by the Adjutant General and that
"the information reflected therein is based on interviews of
various personnel returned to military control, enemy and
domestic news publications, enemy radio broadcasts, command
reports, photographs, etc." (The names of 188 personnel are
attached to the memorandum) (Source: 2 July 1956 Memorandum
containing listing of 188 Army names.)

July 16, 1956 -- The U.S. formeally presents to the Soviets the
Aide-Memoire proposed by Secretary of State Dulles on June
20th concerning the presence of American POWs in the Soviet
Union. The diplomatic note goes on to cite specific
examples, stating "the United States Government is informed
and is compelled to believe that the Soviet Government has
had and continue to have under detention the following:

l. One or more members of the crew of a United States Navy
Privateer-type aircraft which came down in the Baltic Sea
area on April 8, 1950. The United States Government has
since that time received reports that various members of the
crew of this U.S. aircraft were, and are, detained in Soviet
detention places in the Far Eastern area of the Soviet
Union.

2. One of more members of the crew of a United States Air
Force B-29% which came down on June 13, 1952. An officer,
believed by the United States Government to have been a
member of this crew was observed in October, 1953, in a
Soviet hospital north of Magadan near the crossing of the
Kolyma iver between Elgen and Debin at a place called
Narionburg. Thig officer stated that he had been wrongfully
convicted under Item 6 of Article 58 of the Soviet Penal
Code. "

August 13, 1956 -- The Soviet Government, in response to the July
16th U.S. message, categorically denies holding any United
States military peronnel.

August 21, 1956 -- State Department dispatch from Vienna,
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Austria, details information from a returned Austrian
prisoner of war concerning an American POW named Lt. Racek,
who "had been a lieutenant of armored troops in Korea, where
he was captured.” The Austrian source reports that Lt.
Racek was held with him in Prison #2, Irkutsk, and
subsequently in Lubyanka Prison in Moscow. The U.S. Embassy
in Vienna reports, *Source did appear sincere in his desire
to help Racek and he was altogether positive in his
information."

(Source: State Department declassified cable 21 Aug.56)

October 13, 1956 -- W.C. Daniel, Rational Commander of The
American Legion, sends a telegram to President Dwight
Eisenhower, expressing concern about U.S. POWs.

October 19, 1956 -- President Eisenhower responds to The American
Legion stating that "all American servicemen known to be
held prisoner by the Communists in Korea were released by
September 6, 1953 (the last day of Operation Big Switch.)"

"There remained 15 USAF personnel who had been illegally
retained in Communist China, in violation of the Korean
armistice agreement. Through invoking the good offices of
the United Nations and the assistance of friendly countries,
we secured the return of these men to their homes in 1955."

"Still of concern to the United States government is a group
of several hundred missing military personnel feared dead of
whose exact fate we have reason to believe the Communists
should have knowledge. We havd never ceased to press the
Communists, through both military and diplomatic channels,
for an accounting of these men." :

(Source: 19 October 1956 White House Communications Center
copy of message from Eisenhower to Daniel)

October 27, 1956 -- Deputy Secretary of Defense Reuben Robertson
sends a memorandum to the Service Secretaries reguesting
"that you initiate a program to screen exhaustively all
files and records on each case in order to provide as
completely as possible the identifying data about each
person, a complete account of the circumstances surrounding
his capture or disappearance, and any evidence which will
demonstrate when and where the individual was in the hands
of the Communists." Robertson reguests that an initial
report be prepared no later than 1 December 1956 and
quarterly thereafter until further notice.

(Souce: 27 October 1956 declassified memorandum. )

November 27, 1956 -- On behalf of the Department of the Army,

Assistant Secretary of the Army Hugh Milton responds to the
October 27, 1956 memorandum from the Deputy Secretary of
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Defense. Milton writes, "a program has been initiated to
screen all files and records and to document all information
available concerning each of the men believed to have been
captured in Korea and for whom no satisfactory accounting
has currently been obtained."” Milton encloses three
- summaries concerning Corporal Richard G. Desautels, Private
First Class Archie Walker, and Private Frank Worley, and
states "further reports will be forwarded quarterly
hereafter."
(Source: 27 November 1956 Army memorandum)

January 22, 1957 -- Rear Admiral Ira Nunn at Panmunjom states to

wire services, "I am sure some of these prisoners are still
alive. Today'’s meeting (with the Communists) was called in
the hope we will obtain further information on these
unaccounted for prisoners we believe are alive. Also, the
meeting would give some comfort to the families."

May 27, 1957 -~ The Far East and Pacific Subcommittee of the

House Foreign Affairs Committee holds a hearing on American
prisoners of war.

The Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower,
Personnel, and Reserve), Stephen S. Jackson, states:

"Shortly after the official exchange of POWs had been
completed in September of 1953 officials of the U.N. Command
handed the Communist side a list of 3,404 names of missing
U.N. Command personnel, including the names of 944 United
States servicemen of whom we had reason to believe the
Communists should have some knowledge...Our belief that the
Communists should have knowledge of the individuals was
based upon several sources of information:"

"First, interviews with repatriated personnel who stated
that had seen certain named individuals who had not been
repatriated, who had not otherwise been accounted for, and
who had been alive and in Communist hands; secondly,
Communist radic broadcasts giving the names of certain U.N.
Command personnel and admitting that they were under
Communist control; thirdly, propaganda pictures in our
possession which had been taken by the Communists and
circulated for propaganda purposes showing American military
personnel on forced marches taking part in parades in
Comomunist-held cities, undoubtedly against their will;
fourthly, mail which had been written by POWs to their
friends and relatives in the United States attesting to teh
fact that they were in & POW status; fifthly, air crews who
had seen our airmen parachute from disabled aircriaft and,
after safe landings, surrounded enemy forces or civilians.
In addition, other intelligence reporting supported our
contentions."”
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"The point I am trying to make here is that there is
considerable circumstantial evidence from which to draw the
conclusion that these individuals were alive and under
Communist control in relatively stable situations, removed
from battle, and at periods ranging from several days to

" many months after they had become missing in action from

their own U.N. Command units."

*The efforts of the United States Government to get the
Communists to fulfill their commitments (under the Korean
Armistice Agreement) have been continuous, persistent,
frustrating, and largely unrewarding...In addition to
efforts to secure an accounting (by the Communists) through
the Military Armistice Commission, the graves registration
units of the U.N. Command continued their investigations,
the Military Services continued the sifting of thousands of
reports, interviews with returned POWs, and the
interrogation of friendly sources of Korean and other
nationalities, attempting to piece together all available
information which would throw light on the fate of the
missing."

*Through the unilateral efforts of the United States
Government, which I have just mentioned, the list of %44 had
been reduced to 526 by August, 1954. This reduction came
about because the efforts we had made produced conclusive
evidence of death for 418 of the original list."

(Note: The Committee subsequently releases the names of 450
unaccounted for American prisoners of war, and by resolution
of the House and Senate, calls on the Executive Branch to
"make the return of the four hundred and fifty American
prisoners of war still imprisoned by Communist forces the
foremost objective of the foreign policy of the United
States." H.Con.Res.140 introduced in March, 1537)

October 15, 1957 -- The American Consulate in Strasbourg, France

receives information from a Polish National who had been
held as a prisoner in the Russian concentration camp of
Bulun, in the province of Yakutak. The source reports
having been held with three American soldiers who had been
captured during the Korean War. (Source: State Department
declassified cable dated 21 October 1957)

February 28, 1958 -- The Director of Collection and Assistant

Chief of staff, Intelligence, Department of the Air Force,
Colonel Harry J. Kieling, sends a memorandum to the
Commander in Chief of Pacific Air Forces, Att: DltECt?I.Df
Intelligence, entitled "Collection Requirements Pertaining
to American Prisoners Held in Communist Countries.”

Kieling forwards "dossiers of 187 missing USAF personnel for
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your retention."

Kieling regquests CINCPAF to prepare, on a one-time basis, a
status report on Project American and to continue to

maintain and update this program consistent with USAF
objectives in recovering personnel.

July 1 - December 31, 1958 «- The U.S. Air Force, 6004 Air
Intelligence Service Squadron in Japan formulates plan to
"expand theatre collection efforts” on Project American.
Discussions are held with Lt. Colonel Showalter, J-2, USFJ.

The Squadron reports, “it is hoped that these plans may be
implemented in the near future.®

July 7, 1958 -- The United Nations Command passes the list of
unaccounted for POWs to the Communist side at Panmunjom,
asking for an accounting.

July 9, 1958 -- In a letter to Senator Knowland from the Office
of the Secretary of Defense, it is stated:

"At the present time, there are approximately 450 American
military personnel on whom the Department of Defense has
information which indicates that they were at one time in
the hands of the Communists and for whom we have not
received a satisfactory accounting."

January 29, 1959 -- The United Nations Command to the Military
Armistice Commission at Panmunjom inguires to the Communist
side on the list of unaccounted for UNC POWs.

April 28, 1959 -- North Korean Major General Chu Chang Joon
states, "We did our duty of counting your prisoners

satisfactorily. The issue is all settled as far as our part
is concerned."

April 29, 1959 -- President Dwight Eisenhower, at a press
conference, states in response to a question on the number
of POWs unaccounted for and efforts to recover them, "Now, I
recall from memory that there were a great number of people
that we couldn’t account for, and we have had long, serious
and even continuing discussions with the Chinese Communists,
trying to make them disclose where our prisoners were
held...We have gotten back a few and there are still some
left there...but the details we would have to look up for
you, and you could get them from Mr. Hagerty (White House
Press Secretary James C. Hagerty.)

Hagerty later states, "I think I can add...the chances are
they are not alive, but there may be some. We just don't
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know. It is because of those who may survive that we cannot
give up any hope."

(Source: Public Papers of the President, No.89 p.88)

october, 1959 -- In an interview with Pulitzer Prize Newhouse

June

July

1961

r reporter Ed Mowery, the former chief of
?ﬁ::???;encep(G-z) of the Far East Command under General ;
Douglas MacAuthur, states, 1 suggest that the assumption ©
presumption of death (on unaccounted for POW/MIAs) in this
instance is & unilateral act by our own (Pentagon)
statisticians. The Defense Departmgnt, administratively,
has eliminated them from an accounting. Why not presume
them alive?”

i i i to the
1960 -- The United Nations Command representative
ﬁiiitary Armistice Commission passes the list of unaccounted
for POWs to the Communist side.

28, 1960 -- The Joint Chiefs of Staff reduces the }ist of
450 unaccounted for POWs from the Korean War (earlier
reduced from 944) to 391 "largely through the efforts of
U.S. Graves Registration Units and the Uus lnpelllgence
agencies, working with little or no cooperation or .
assistance form the North Koreans or Chinese Communists.
The JCS states that "definite evidence of death has been
established (in reducing the number) through the continuing
efforts of the military services to establish the facts in
each individual case.”

In a public release by the Department of the Defense, it is
stated:

ibili foreclosed
“aAlthough the possibility cannot be comp}etely r
that soge few of them (the 391) might still be gllv?, there
are no reliable facts to support such a conclusion.

(Source: Joint Chiefs of Staff cable dated 28 July 1960)

e« A Chinese defector, Wu Shu-jen cla;ms tg have seen 70-80
Americans at a machine tools factory in Tsingtao, gh%na cold
(Shantung province). BHe claims that a factory official ho
him they were American POWS. (Source: testimony before the
House Committee on Internal Security.)

- January 16, 1961 -- The Department of the Air Force Manual No.

- an Official Use Only document, provides data
iggoigétign on each of the 187 Air Porce officers and
airmen still missing in action as a rgsult 9f the Korean .
conflict. It is provided for use by_xntell;ggnce pe;sgnnel
of the United States and its allies in acquiring additiona
information regarding their fate.”
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October 11, 1961 -- President John F. Kennedy, in response to a
question about the prospect of talks with the Chinese
Communists, states, "We have been meeting periodically for
the past three or four years, for a period at Geneva and
most recently at Warsaw, in which we talked about the

. exchange of prisoners, OT rather the release of

prisoners..."

December 2, 1961 -~ The Saturday Evening Post Magazine reports
that the prisoners referred to by President Kennedy on
October llth are ~presumably the American servicemen who
were captured by the Chinese Communists during the Korean
War and for whom the Communists have never made any adequate
accounting. Although the State Department takes the
attitude that the majority of these men are presumed dead,
while "some few of them might still be alive, it 1is
apparent that some of them at least are still considered a
matter for negotiation, end that the Chinese Communists
regard them as pawns in the game of power politics. 1If we
surrender on (the question of recognizing) Formosa, it is
implied, the Communists might talk about prisoners. Of
course, these men may be dead but, unless many have been
shot, it is hard to believe that all of them -- young men in
the prime of life -- have succumbed.”

January 16, 1962 -- The United Nations Command representative to
the Military Armistice Commission passes the list of
unaccounted for UNC POWs to the Communist side at Panmunjom,

Korea.

February S5, 1962 -- A Miami News article refers to POW
information from a Russian MVD intelligence officer who
defected to the West in Tokyo in 1954. The agent is
reported to have stated the officials in the Soviet Embassy
in Tokyo had reported to him that U.S. POWs from FRorea had
pbeen taken to Russia. (Note: The defector, Uri Rastvorov,
was interviewed by Colonel Philip Corseo in the mid-1950s)

June 4, 1962 -- U.S. Senator Thomas J. Dodd is informed by letter
from the Department of State that they have a ~classified
list of United States citizens imprisoned in Communist
countries." The State Department writes that *“this is a
matter of considerable sensitivity.”

February 23, 1963 -- The United Nations Command representative tO
the Military Armistice Commission passes the list of
unaccounted for UNC POWs to the Communist side at Panmunjiom,

Rorea.

August 11, 1964 -- The list of unaccounted for UNC POWs is again
passed to the Communist side at Panmun jom.
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June 4, 1965 -- The list is again referred to duri MA
- » u
meeting with the Communist side. Ting @ c

October 11, 1966 =-- The list is agai .
- C gain referred to d
meeting with the Communist side. uring a MAC

1967 -- Chinese defector, Wu Shu-jen, clai
: L - ims to have s
Americans again at a factory in'Qingdao, China. =

January 23, 1968 -- The U.S. Navy reconnaissan i
. .5. ce ship Pueblo :s
captured by the North Koreans off the North Korgan Eas:
Coast with a crew of 73 persons on board. Negotiations leac
to the subsequent release of the crew.

August, 1968 -- A North FRorean defector clai
: aims to have seern tTwr
American POWs on the outskirts of P’‘yongyang, and 1is "
iggoi;edl{htolg that there were 10 American pilots at th.s
ation at had been sent to North Korea duri .
Vietnam Conflict. Ting the

The defector is debriefed by U.S. and —moe
in 1980 in Seoul. Y South Rorean sources

(In March, 1992, the Department of Defense refuses tc honcr
a Selec@ gommittee request for access to the source, w;:n:;*
compromising his identity. - Source: 9 March 13532 meet;n~~ )
between Chuck Wells of Defense, Staff Director Frances i

Zwenig, and Deputy Staff Director Dino Carluccio, subsegjuent
March 1992 Defense Department letter to Senator Re:ry/sé;:h)

May 26, 1969 -- ?he United Nations Command Senior Member senzt o
letter to his Communist counterpart requesting informat.or
on unaccounted for UNC POWs.

Aprilalgéti970t--h?hchnited Nations Command Senior Member sends
er to his Communist counterpart requesting i i
on unaccounted for UNC POWs. P 1 g information

April 16, 1971 -- Another letter is sent to the Communist side by
the UNC regquesting an accounting.

May 5, 1?71 —- The Communist side at Panmunjom responds to the 16
Ap;ll UNC request stating that they had "repatriated all
prisoners to the UNC side" and that the United Nations
Command "must return® North Korean POWs.

April 25, 1972 -- The United Nations Command sends a letter to
the Communist side requesting information concerning
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unaccounted for UNC POWs.

May 26, 1972 -- The Communist side responds stating that the UNC

must return all North Korean POWs and that all UNC priscners
had been repatriated.

February 1, 1973 —- p¢t & Senate hearing by
Committee, investigating internal sec
Soviet prisoner, Avraham Shifrin, testifies that he was in a
concentration slave-labor camp near Kazakhstan from 1953 to
1963. He states, "Pirst, I must ask You to excuse my
English, because I cannot speak like you.
English in concentration camps and my first
kidnapped American officers."

the Judiciary
urity laws, a former

May 31, 1973 -~ The United Nations Command requests an accounting
of POWs from the Communists at Panmunjom.

June 18, 1973 «- The Communist side at Panmunjom provides reply
similar to previous years.

May 17, 1974 -- Accounting requested by UNC side.

1975 ~~ A Romanian POW since 1945, George Risiou, escapes from
the Soviet Union with five others. He reports 900 American
POWs still held in a Secret KGB prison camp. He states that
Soviet authorities had assigned Russian names to American,
English, French, and other POWs there, for deniability.
(Source: John Brown, 2 December 1990 Sunday Oregonian. )

based in Algiers, Reverend paul L
being told that nine U.S.
the Sea of Japan in 1953 were seen in August, 1973 in a

Soviet slave-labor camp at Gandala. (Source: Los Angeles
Times, July 8, 1590)

According to a 3/8/92 Associated Press account filed in
Seocul, U.S. officials from Seoul and Washi
in Hawaii to plan a possible prisoner release through North
Korea of Vietnam Conflict U.S. POWS. The Associated Press
Cites "a reliable source who attended the talks. "
June 19, 1975 -~ The UNC requests an accounting at Panmun jom.
June 28, 1975

~- The Communists reply similar to that of Previous
years.
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e Baltic sea shootdown of a
Novembes 2"i2;§f2-a§3 :ﬁizzgsgﬁttgeggrts that some of the crew
Eéié ngtured and held in Soviet prisons, thi'gég.reports
t states they "have no reason to be ie e reports
Egzzrgmgg the 10 crewmen were prisoners in EOVle PSs.
(Source: International Herald Tribune article.)

July 2, 1976 -- The UNC requests an accounting at Panmunjom.
, .
e s us
July 12, 1976 -- The Communists reply similar to that of previo
r

years. |

A st 17, 1977 -- The UNC reguests an accounting at Panmunjom.
ugu ‘

August 22, 1977 -- The Communists reply similar to that of
I
previous years.

u I

. £
August 24, 1978 -- The Communists reply similar to that o
’
previous years.

f State from the U.S.

-- A cable to the Secretary o ate

June gﬂﬁaizggin Seoul discusses the annual submiigtgn to tbztice
Communists by the United Nations Comma?d Mimériiinhgg;s.
Commission of the list of unaccounted for

The cable states:

i i ual
"We are aware that UNC attemptgd in 1971 Eo Bz;g;g:t:oann
ubmission of letters but was instructed by b ingening
2ontinue with the ritual. Although_therﬁ mzﬁbmission o
bureaucratic reasons for_pe;petgatigg :tip.“
these letters, we think it is time

i i d sends a letter to
-~ The United Nations Comman_ : : o
Augusthzoéo;:Ziist side at Panmunjom requesting information
unaccounted for UNC POWs.

3 ious
August 29, 1979 -- The Communist side refer to their previou
I
letters.

i i ims to
October, 1979 -- Romanian design engineer_Serban ngiigcgigémfarm
¢ haée seen in 1979 11 caucasians ;o;kigg gﬁ : Sollective oo
Pyo i in Nort or .
PgrzglgfthatngiggngQ;l?A;erican prisoners, prisoners of war
i

in North Rorea."

i i i ed
Rev. Paul Lindstrom meets with a Sovtitegisf;geggl:h;esiizt
e ison. Lindstrom st ' hat
:tmga:gafzngglﬁagr;poken to two American men figT tZ: ?375."
flight (over the Sea of Japan in 1953)935 rece Yy
(Source: Los Angeles Times, July 8, 1950)

43



August B, 1980 -- The UNC sends letter to Communist side
requesting information concerning unaccounted for UNC POWs.

August 13, 1980 -- Communist side refers to their previous
letters.

September 3, 1981 -- The UNC sends letter to Communist side
requesting information concerning unaccounted for UNC POWs.

September 17, 1981 -- The Communist side refer to their previous
letters.

August 11, 1982 -- The UNC sends letter to Communist side
requesting information concerning unaccounted for UNC POWs.

August 17, 1982 -- The Communist side refer to their previous
letters.

November, 1982 -~ In reference to the court case of Private Roger
Dumas, captured during the Korean Conflict, a USG memorandum
to the Office of the Secretary of the Army states, “We are
in agreement that every effort to keep this matter out of
the public eye should be made. It is clear from your memo
that you wish no additional information be provided tc the
Justice Department. Your course of action seems
appropriate.”

December 21, 1982 -- The United Nations Command Senior Merber
requests the Communist side to conduct a search of the
burial sites of UNC POWs at UNC POW Camp No. 5 for possible
UNC remains and passes a map depicting the burial site. The
Communist side ignores the request.

July 23-26, 1983 -- The status of Army private Roger Dumas,
captured during the Korean Conflict, is the subject of a
trial at the Federal District Court in Connecticut. After
three days of hearings, the judge orders the Army tc grant
Dumas’ brother a full hearing on the matter. As a result,
in 1984, the status of Roger Dumas is changed from MIA tc
POW for the period 4 November 1950 until 26 February 1%54.
The presumptive finding of death dated 26 February 1954 is
affirmed by the Adjutant General of the Department of the
Army.

August 17, 1983 -~ The UNC Senior Member requests the Communist
side for information on unaccounted for UNC POWs. The UNC
also asks the Communist side for the return of UNC remains.

August 22, 1983 -- The Communist side simply refer to their
previous letters.
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Avgust 17, 1984 -~ The UNC Senior Member requests the Communist
side for information on unaccounted for UNC POWs. The UNC
also asks the Communist side for the return of UNC remains.

August 24, 1984 -- The Communist side simply refer to their
previous letters.

August 28, 1985 -~ The UNC Senior Member requests the Communist
side for information on unaccounted for UNC POWs. The UNC
also asks the Communist side for the return of UNC remains.

August 31, 1985 -- The Washington Post does a report on the
March, 1954 Hong Kong report filed by Colonel Simpson on the
refugee who claimed to have seen several hundred US POWs
being transferred to Russian trains in late 1951 and 1952.
The Pentagon informs the Post that "they suspect, but are
not certain, that they were French troops being repatriated
after the French negotiated an end to the Indochina war in
May, 1954."

The Pentagon fails to mention that the sightings actually
took place in late 1951 before the end of the French
Indochina war and the return of French POWs.

October 20, 1985 -- The North Korean Foreign Minister tells Mr.
Frank Kerr of the U.S. Chosin Few veterans organization in
New York that North Korea will cooperate in returning
military remains if the United States formally requests a
search for and recovery of U.S. war dead. (Source 4 January
1988 UNC Point Paper)

October, 1985 -- A North Korean staff officer comments informally
at Panmunjom to the UNC side that North Rorea "might start
looking for remains if asked to do so.”

November 23, 1985 -- The United Nations Command follows up asking
the North Koreans to search for and repatriate UNC remains.

January/February, 1986 -- The following positions are outlined by
the UNC and Communist side during discussions at Panmunjom
on searching for and repatriating remains.

"UNC position: The subject of military remains is a
humanitarian issue. Remains should be returned through the
Military Armistice Commission

"North Korea position: The Armistice does not cover search
and exhumation. It is recommended that the U.S. and North
Korea have bilateral negotiations on this issue.

(Source: 4 January, 1988 UNC Point Paper.)
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February 11, 1?86 ~- The United Nations Command sends letters to
the_16 United Nations Command Member Nations requesting all
available information on the status of MIA's.

February 14, 1986 -- The UNC sends letter to Communist side
stating that the Military Armistice Commission should handle
the remains issue, and that the remains issue involves all
UN/ROK forces, not just the U.s. '

March 4, 1986 -- North Korea responds at Panmunjom stating that
military remains will be returned when recovered, but the
Armistice Agreement does not require search and exhumation
of remains.

June, 1986 ~- The Pentagon states in writing that "there is
@ possibility that the soldiers (referred to in Colonel
Simpson’s 1954 report) were captured French troops being
repatriated after the Indochina War, " Again, the Pentagon
fails to mention that the sightings took place before the
repatriation of French prisoners.

June, 1986 -- Colonel Henry Land of the Office of the Secretary
of Defense is quoted as saying, in reference to Korean
Conflict POW/MIAs, "the bottom line is that until the North
Koreans get to a position and they want to release prisoners
and the remains that are up there. They will do it when
they feel it is to their advantage.

The Department of Defense in its POW/MIA FactBook states,
"At every opportunity, the U.S. Government continues to
press for the fullest possible accounting of Americans still
unaccounted for as a result of the Korean War." -

August, 1986 -- The United Nations Command representative to the
Military Armistice Commission passes to the North Koreans
information pertaining to the location of UNC remains. The
materials pinpoint burial sites associated with 13 former
POW camps and a POW hospital, seven former UNC cemeteries in
the North, and listed 291 crash sites from which UNC airmen
had not been recovered.

September 11, 1986 -- North Korea responds stating the
information had been passed to the "appropriate agencies.-”

December 11, 1986 ~- The United Nations Command meets with
representative of the Chosin Few veterans organization and
briefs them on the United Nations Command position on
remains negotiations.

December 18, 1986 -- The UNC sends following up letter to North
RKorean side asking if they have had any success in
discovering remains.
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December 29, 1986 -- North Korean side responds stating the

1987

information had been passed to "relevant organs, "

~- The U.S. Government receives information that a high
ranking North Korean diplomat is reported to have told a

~visiting Westerner in North Korea that his country was

July

holding up to 2,500 sets of remains of U.S. servicemen.

30, 1987 -- The United Nations Command representative to the
Military Armistice Commission makes the following points to
the North Korean side:

l. North Korea has an obligation to return UNC remains which
North Korean officials have told US veterans that they have
discovered.

2. The remarks made by North Korean staff officer (October,
1985) led the United Nations Command to believe North Korea
may have already discovered UNC remains.

3. The question of remains is not only an Armistice issue
but also a humanitarian issue. The MAC is the appropriate
agency to deal with the remains issue.

4. The UNC is prepared to negotiate a subsequent agreement
similar to the one of 1954 (17 August) to eliminate any
technical problem involving the question of seaching for and
discovery of remains.

5. The UNC is prepared to dispatch a multinational team,
accompanied by the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission
representative, to assist North Korea in locating UNC
remains.

6. North Korea must return the UNC remains through the MAC.

Rorth Korea states in response that the §earch for and
recovery of remains is not an Armistice issue.

Following the MAC meeting, the UNC Senior Hem@er holds a
press conference and states that North Korea is using tpe
remains issue in an attempt to force bilateral negotiations
with nations that currently do not recognize North FKorea.

. October, 1987 -- A factsheet on "Americans Unaccounted for in the

Korean War" is released by the Office of the Assigtant
Secretary of Defense, International Security Affairs. The
factsheet begins, "The U.S. Government has ongoing efforts
to achieve the fullest possible accounting of Americans
missing and unaccounted for while serving their country."
The factsheet concludes, "...the lack of responsiveness thus
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far by the KPR (North Korea) on this issue will not blunt
the determination of the U.S. Government to achieve the
fullest possible accounting of Americans missing and
unaccounted for as a result of the Korean War."

November 14, 1987 -- The United Nations Command in a letter to
the North Korean side, requests that they return UNC remains
which North Korea already has in its possession, and that
the MAC will be the appropriate agency to handle the issue.

November 21, 1987 -- The North Korean side responds again stating
that the issue of Korean War remains is "ocutside the purview
of the Military Armistice Commission."

January, 1988 -- North Korea advises the United Nations Command
that they would be interested in meeting to discuss the
return of UNC remains. Just before the meeting to discuss
returning remains, South Korea accuses the North of
complicity in the KAL November, 1987 bombing. Outraged by
the adverse publicity generated by South Korea, North Korean
withdraws from its proposed arrangements for the return of
two sets of remains which they identify by name and serial
number. (Source: March, 1989 letter to Senate from
Assistant Secretary of Defense.)

August 7, 1989 -- The Defense Intelligence Agency states, in
response to a Freedom of Information reguest, that it "holds
no records on those missing or captured during the Korean
Conflict."

October 23, 1989 -- The Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Public Affairs informs a U.S. Senator that an 18 month
inquiry and review of documents, employing researchers from
the National Archives, the U.S. Army Center for Military
History..., had concluded that allegations that the U.S.
Government abandoned POWs in World War II and Korea were
unfounded.” The letter further states, "This detailed
investigation failed to discover any evidence that American
military personnel are being detained inthe Soviet Union,
China, North Korea, or any third country. This was not a
preconceived conclusion, but we are not surprised. The
United States has always placed a high priority on
accounting for all its military personnel, living and dead.”

November 9, 1989 -- The Chief of the POW/MIA Office at the
Defense Intelligence Agency, Colonel Joseph A. Schlatter,
responds to a letter from a next of kin of a missing
servicemen from the Korean Conflict. He states:

~There is no evidence to suggest that any U.S. personnel
were not released from captivity in Korea. The 389 "known
to be held in North Rorea" is a misleading statement that
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unfortunately has gained public acceptance...There is no
evidence that 389 (or any other number) Americans were held
in captivity and not released at the end of hostilities."
(Source: 9 November 1989 letter signed by Col. Schlatter)

December, 1989 -- The Department of Defense, in a written
statement, says, "As far as we can tell, no American POWs
from the Korean Conflict were taken out of North FKorea and
into the USSR or China, and not ever accounted for. Wwe
don‘t know if the Communists continued to hold any Americans
after the armistice was signed, because we have never been
fully satisfied with their accounting for our missing
men...At present, we have no evidence that there are
American POWs from that conflict being held against their
will...The United States Government has never “written off"
any American service members in Korea, or anywhere else."

May 28, 1990 -- North Korea returns five sets of U.S. servicemen
remains to a Congressional delegation led by Congressman
Sonny Montgomery.

June 28, 1990 -- In testimony before the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, Subcommittee on Asian and Pacfic Affairs, Defense
Intelligence Agency Deputy Director Rear Admiral Ronald
Marryott states:

"Although stories have surfaced from time to time alleging
that Americans are still being held by the North Koreans,
Chinese, or the Soviets, there are no intelligence
indicators that U.S. personnel from the Korean conflict were
not returned to U.S. control at the end of the war."

"Likewise, the Soviet Union has been the central focus of
U.S. and Allied intelligence activities for most of this
century, and China has been watched for almost 50 years. I
believe this scrutiny would have likewise revealed at least
a hint of American prisoners held in either country had they
been taken there. Again, no such evidence has ever
surfaced."

July, 1990 -- In an interview with Major Garrett of the
Washington Times, Retired General Eugene Tighe, a former Air
Force intelligence agent during the Korean Conflict, states,
"Let me say that intelligence reports I received left no
doubt at all to me that American POWs left North Korea to go
to the Soviet Union and China.”

! July 8, 1990 -- American Red Cross spokeswoman Donna Schneider in

Seattle, Washington, states that her agency knows of 12
reported sightings of American POWs in Siberia, some as
recently as the 1970’s. (Source: Los Angeles Times)
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In response, the Defense Department states, "...the reports
may at one time have been believed...(but) there is no
reason to think any Americans are currently being held as a
result of the Korean War anywhere in the world."

-In the same article, former director of the FPoreign News
Service, Zygmunt Nagorski, Jr. states that during the 1950's
his foreign reporters had an extensive "source network” of
truck drivers and other working-class Soviets employed at or
near prisons in Molotov, Khabarovsk, Chita, Omsk, Chermoz,
and elsewhere. Nagorski claims his sources informed him
that there were still up to 1,000 American POWs in Siberia
from the Korean War when he last had contact with them in
the late 1950’s. (Source: Los Angeles Times, July 8, 1990)

September 14, 1990 -- former DIA Director Lt. General Daniel

Graham, states on CBN, "They (the Soviets) would come with a
list of specialties and find out whether such specialities
existed among the U.N. prisoners in the camps in North Korea
and China...and then they would ship them off."

January 2, 1991 -- A report by the Congressional Research Service

of the Library of Congress states:

"The end of the Korean War in 1953 was followed by a period
of intensely bitter political relations between the US on
the one hand, and the North RKoreans and the Chinese on the
other. The temper of the times thus could suggest that the
two Communist enemies of the United States during the Korean
War, as well as a Stalinist Soviet Union, might be inclined

to hold live Americans -- perhaps even more so than Vietnam
in the 1970’s." ‘

February, 1991 -~ At the request of the Korean War Veterans

Association, Senator Bob Smith begins a series of
discussions with a North Korean diplomat in New York on the

subject of unaccounted for POWs and MIAs from the Rorean
Conflict.

June, 1991 -- Senator Smith travels to Panmunjom, Korea where he

meets with Vice Foreign Minister Kang Sok~-Chu at Tong il Gak
in North Rorea. North Korea returns the remains of 11 U.S.
servicemen following the meeting.

September, 1991 -- Senator Smith holds a follow-up meeting in New

York with North Rorean Vice Foreign Minister Rang Sok Chu,
with the concurrence and participation of the State
Department in an effort to establish a process to gain
information on unaccounted for POWs and MIAs.

In preparation for the meeting, and in conjunction with
urging from Senator Smith, the State Department proposes
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in writing that "a Committee be established as a
humanitarian organization separate from the Military
Armistice Commission and separate from the auspices of the
United Nations Command to regularize the return of MIA
remains and the exchange of information about Korean War

.POWs and MIAs."

(Source: State Department talking point paper Sept. 1991)

The proposal is presented to the Vice-Foreign Minister, and
he is informed that the U.S. would soon be presenting it
formally through its Beijing channel with North Korea.

The Vice-Foreign Minister accepts the proposal "in
principle.” o
{Source: Meeting notes Sept.91, U.N. visit)

December 5, 1991 -~ 96 U.S. Senators send a letter to Russcian

President Boris Yeltsin urging him "to facilitate the
release of GRU and MSB intelligence reports, files or
information that may ease the pain for thousands of American
families who have never learned the fate of their loved
ones."

January 6, 1992 -- The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Select

Committee on POW/MIA Affairs both receive correspondence
from retired Colonel Philip Corso, former National Security
Staff Assistant to President Dwight Eisenhower.

Corso states: "When I was a member of the National Security
Council on the White House staff under President Eisenhower
{1953-1957), I interrogated Yuri Alexandrovitch Rastvorov, a
Russian KGB officer who defected to the U.S. from the USSR
embassy in Japan in January, 1954...Rastvorov revealed that
Russian diplomats coming to Japan had seen U.S. POWs in the
USSR. Rastvorov personnally had seen a trainload of U.S.
POWs heading into Siberia after changing trains at the
Manchurian-Russian border...Il submitted my report...In a few
days, President Eisenhower decided not to make this
information public because he was concerned about adverse
effects on the families of missing POWs."

After a check with still classified documents on file with
the Eisenhower Presidential Library, it is confirmed that
Corsc did interrogate Rastvorov after the FKorean Conflict in
January/February 1955. Rastvorov remains under Central )
Intelligence Agency protection in the United States. He is
interviewed by Select Committee staff in Pebruary, 1992.

" Pebruary, 1992 -- During the trip by the Select Committee on

POW/MIA Affairs to Moscow, Chairman John Kerry and Vice-
Chairman Bob Smith are provided with a list of 536 names
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whigh.is described by a high-ranking RussianAintelligence
9f§1c1a1 astsS. POWs from the Korean Conflict who were
interrogated by the Soviets, some of whom had

to Communist China. ! then been sent

. A subsequent check of the names with the National Records

Center in St. Louis reveals that up to 125 of the 536 names
grefgnaccounted for U.S. servicemen from the Korean
onflict.

Also, during the Select Committee’'s trip, General Dmitri
Volkogonov informs the Chairman and Vice Chairman of a
specific incident "after the Korean War when an American
helicopter landed in North Rorea." Volkogonov states that
records showed the Communists denied any knowledge of the
incident, but internally, North Korea had informed the USSR
that "two of the fliers were captured alive."

Finally, during the trip, the Senators push for the
formation of a Joint Commission on POWs.

May 13, 1992 -- North Korea releases 15 sets of U.S. servicemen

remains at Panmunjom, Korea.

May 28, 1992 -- North Korea releases 15 more sets of U.S.

servicemen remains at Panmunjom, Rorea.

June, 1992 -~ In response to a press question, Pentagon POW/MIA

June

spokeswoman Captain Susan Strednansky states:

"We don’'t have any evidence that anyone was transported from
Korea to the Soviet Union." :

9, 1992 -- The Select Committee investigator in Moscow
interviews & Russian ex-prisoner who claims he was
imprisoned with a Korean War American POW in the 1980‘'s at a
prison camp in the Ural Mountains. The name of the POW is
reported as David Marken. Marken, according to the ex-
prisoner, had told him he left for Korea in 1952, was shot
qown in 1953, was wounded and captured, and spent six months
in a North Korean hospital. Marken told the ex-prisoner,
during the time they spent together in prison, that there
were approximately 50 Americans in a group in North Korea
awaiting transfer to the Soviet Union, but he was
transfe;red by military aircraft as part of a group of 5 to
10 Americans. Marken reportedly told the source he did not
know where the others were. The source arrived at the
Pechora camp, 500 miles north of Moscow, in September, 1982
wvhere he met Marken and knew him until he was released in
1986. Marken was reported to be about 62 years old in 1982-
The source went back to bring Marken a package of
cigarettes, tea, onions, and sausage in 1989, and was told
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by one of the inmates that Marken was still alive.

18, 1992 -- Following a request by Senator Smith to the
Russian Chairman of the Joint Commission on POWs, General
Volkogonov, arrangements are made five days following the

-request for U.S. investigators to travel to the Pechora

prison camp to search for Marken. The investigation is
inconclusive at best. PFollowing the trip, another former
inmate of the prison confirms that Markin had been a
prisoner assigned to his work detail. Finally, another
source has since surfaced from the Ukraine who reports that
Markin was last seen at Knyazhpogost, Russia in January,
1991. The investigation continues.

19, 1992 -~ In response to a request from the Secretary of
Defense, the Joint Staff prepares a summary of 39 Cold War
personnel involving a total of 132 U.S. personnel who are
still unaccounted for. The reguest follows statements by
Russian President Yeltsin about the existence of U.S.
servicemen on the soil of the former Soviet Union following
World War 1I, the Korean Conflict, Vietnam, and during the
Cold wWar, and his letter to the Select Committee of POW/MIA

Affairs.

23, 1992 -- Senator Smith releases the list of up to 125
names (from February, 1991 Moscow trip and subseguent
research) of U.S. servicemen who were reportedly
interrogated by Soviets during the Korean Conflict and sent
to China. Senator Smith requests the Secretary of State to
pursue the matter with the People’s Republic of China.

25, 1992 -~ Malcolm Toon, head of the U.S. side of the U.S.-
Russia Joint Commission, states, "I think we’re going to end
up with absolutely zero...my gut feeling is that there’s
nobody alive under Russian control.”

July, 1992 -- The People’s Republic of China Embassy in

Washington releases a statement saying, "The Chinese side
settled the issue of American prisoners of the Korean War
long ago...all the POWs were treated in a humanitarian
manner. None of the POWs under Chinese control was
transferred to a third country or to Chinese territory.”

August 4, 1992 -- A U.S. representative to the Joint Commission

on POW/MIAs interviews a former Russian prisoner at
Khabarovsk, Siberia who reports having observed three
Americans who arrived at his camp in October 1952, and left
three months later. Joint Commission investigators are
following up on leads provided during this interview.

ﬂﬁhngust 12, 1992 -~ The Department of Defense releases a POW/MIA

Fact Sheet in which it is stated, in reference to Korean War
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era POW/MIAs, and what is being done to search of them:

"Unfortunately, there are no detailed records available form
the Korean war, making today’'s searches difficult. The U.S.
Government is pPrepared to accept any remains that the North

- Koreans may have on a purely humanitarian basis and not tied
to any political or diplomatic agenda."

"Records for the Korean War era are not nearly as extensive
as those for the Vietnam War, making the search for those
POW/MIAs much more difficult. "

In regards to Cold War incidents, it is stated:

"There are 135 individuals still unaccounted for as a result
of 14 air losses during the Cold wWar: 10 related to the
former Soviet Union, three China-related, and one Korea-
related incident. The Defense Department has done a
thorough review of these incidents and each will be
discussed with the appropriate governments. AaAll information
held by the Department of Defense has been shared with the
affected families and with the Congress. "

August 159, 1992 -- Select Committee investigator in Moscow

interviews Russian Colonel (retired) Gavril Ivanovich
Korotkov, a Far East expert with the Scientific Research
Institute, formerly part of the Soviet Ministry of Defense.
Colonel Korotkov reports he served from July 1950 to mid-
1954 as part of a General Staff analytical group reporting
to the Commander in Chief of the Soviet Far East Military
District on developments from the ongoing war in Korea.
Korotkov outlines in great detail the fact the Soviets
interrogated American POWs in Korea. FKorotkov states that
on several occasions he had visited the Soviet Naval Base at
POos’Yet, located in the USSR/China/North Korea Tri-Border
Region, which served as a transit point for the movement of
Anerican servicemen north to Khabarovsk, Siberia. Although
there was an airfield nearby, he believes that the bulk of
the Americans transported from Pos’Yet to Khabarovsk were
transported by rail, but most likely at least some of the
American POWs were moved from North Korea or China by air.

Although Korotkov did not know the exact number, he states
that the number of American Korean War POWes processed
through Khabarovsk was in the hundreds. Forotkov states
that operational directives during the Korean Conflict siad
that Americans should be captured alive, not killed.
Korotkov further states that the North Koreans were quite
willing to allow the Russians direct access and eventual
control over American POWs. Pinally, Korotkov states that
he had personnally interrogated two American POWs. He could
not remember the names of any of the American POWs who were
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processed through Khabarovsk, except for a Lieutenant
Colonel Black. (Note: Possibly Lieutenant Colonel Vance
Eugene Black, recorded as captured on November 1, 1951.)

RKorotkov is reported by Select Committee investigator to be

"highly credible and forthcoming. "

October 27, 1992 -- U©.S. investigators on the U.S./Russia Joint

Commiseion interview a Russian citizen who served four and a
half years in prison in Zimka Camp near Knyazhpogost, _
Russia. He reports that in the fall of 1952 or the spring
of 1953, he had an encounter with an American pilot who had
been shot down in North Korea and forced to land in Soviet
territory near Vladivostok. The pilot said he had a plane
of three, and that his radioman had been in Zimka as well,
The pilot did not know what happened to the third member .
The pilot remained at Zimka for three to six months, and was
then transferred to an unknown location.

November 9, 1992 -- Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Eas:

Asian and Pacific Affairs Ken Quinn is scheduled to raise
the POW/MIA issue during an on-going visit to the People's
Republic of China.

November 10, 1992 -- Rim Il Sung continues his 44 year reign as

the leader of North Rorea. He undoubtedly knows the fate of
several thousand unaccounted for American MIAs from the
Korean Conflict.
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Appendix 2

Case Summaries

APPENDIX 2
Individual POW, MIA, and KIA/BNR Cases

Committee investigators reviewed the case files of all priority
cases and the majority of ail other unaccounted-for cases on the
list of 2,265 unaccounted-for servicemen.

Current Administration Lists

Since 1987, the Defense Department (DoD) has developed a list of
priority cases totalling 269, less 73 resolved, for a total of 196
cases as of August 1992,

Included in the 196 cases are 135 cases designated "lLast Known

Alive" cases. These involve Americans whose loss incidents include
. facts Suggesting that one of the Southeast Asian governments should
;- have additional details about their fate. The results from U.s.
%. investigations in Vietnam and Laos confirm this analysis. 1In
; September 1992, DobD added more cases to the priority list, all
cases involving losses in Laos.

Priority List Development

;; In 1987, President Ronald Reagan appointed Gen. John W. Vessey, Jr.
i (USA-Ret.) to be the President’s Special Emissary to Vietnam on the

E POW/MIA issue. This was the beginning of a renewed effort to

resolve the fate of those unaccounted-for from the war in Southeast
 Asia.

In August 1987, Gen. Vessey’'s effort led to the preparation of a

list of 380 individuals of priority interest. This compilation,
pOften referred to as the Vessey I list, included 80 of DoD’s
p.Current pPriority cases and became the focus of U.S. field
finvestigations in Vietnam.

iIn November 1989, 39 more cases from the original Vessey I list
f¥ere added to the priority category, pProducing a 1list of 119
Priority cases, referred to as the Vessey II list. The priority
peases that Gen. Vessey pursued were not developed by him
e but represent the overall efforts of the DoD. Each list
ver the past five years has Tépresented an expanding
contacts and cooperation.

61 of those on the Vessey II list have been accounted for:
‘ ough the repatriation of remains; 39 through the discovery of
apelling evidence that the man died, even though his remains have
Pt yet been recovered,
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The Last Known Alive List JSSA : Information from returning debriefings in JSSA
documents
At the time of the development of the Vessey II 1list, the

Administration’s accountability efforts were expanded -~ from field LNA : DoD Last Known Alive category

investigations only in Vietnam to include a program of expanded . .
cooperation and more regular field investigations in Laos. This DIA79 : Information in a 1979 DIA printout obtained by
resulted in the selection of 47 additional priority cases in Laos Committee staff from Senate Foreign Relations
not previously included in either the Vessey I or Vessey II lists. Committee investigator Tracy Usry

It also ceoincided with DoD’s development of a list of 135 JIF : Joint Task Force casualty code now obsolete
individuals last known by the U.S. to have been alive. The effort )

was part of a continually expanded process that never was intended NOK : Correlation from next-of-kin

to be an inflexible or all-encompassing list. It included 58 cases

not yet resoclved from the Vessey II list, plus 77 additional POW : Listed POW by the Defense Department at
Priority cases compiled after a focused, case~by-case review Operation Homecoming

undertaken by DIA early in 1990 of the intelligence files of every A .

unaccounted-for American; the review was similar in scope to those MISC : Other sources of information

in the Vessey II list (some last known alive in captivity, others
who could have been captured alive). Cases on DoD’s priority case
list are investigated in conjunction with Last Rnown Alive cases
when they are in close proximity to a lLast Known Alive case.

Case Summaries

The Senate Select Committee staff has prepared case summaries for
the priority cases that the Administration is now investigating.
These provide the facts about each case, describe the circumstances
under which the individual was lost, and detail the information
learned since the date of loss. Information in the case summaries
is limited to information from casualty files, does not include any
judgments by Committee staff, and attempts to relate essential
facts. The Committee acknowledges that POW/MIAs’ primary next-of-
kin know their family members’ cases in more comprehensive detail
than summarized here and recognizes the limitations that the report
format imposes on these summaries.

On Dec. 1, 1992, Vice Chairman Smith published a compendium of 324
compelling cases. A copy of the analyses of Committee staff and the
Defense Intelligence Agency is attached.

These 1listings include abbreviated column headings with the
following meanings:

REFNO : Case reference number

LNAME : Last Name

FMN :+ First and Middle Name initials

NSA : Information reportedly based on correlation by

the National Security Agency
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Part One : Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases

YESSEY 135 DISCREPANCY CASES

South Vietnam Daniel A. Gerber
BEleanor A. Vietti
Archie E. Mitchell

(0011)

Mr. Gerber, Dr. Vietti and Mr. Mitchell were taken prisoner on May
30, 1962 while at a leprosarium near the South Vietnamese mountain
town of Banmethuot. In November 1962, documents which stated that
the three individuals captured on May 30th were killed were taken
from hostile forces 50 kilometers southwest of the leprosarium.
Mr. Gerber's passport was recovered in February 1963; missing were
pages containing his name and photograph.

The three civilians were reported captured. Returning U.S. POWs
had no information on their presence in the Vietnamese prison
system.

Since April 1989, the Joint Casualty Resolution Center has
interviewed subjects in Vietnam concerning this incident. All
information obtained to date confirms that the three were captured
and killed because they were suspected of being American spies.
Their remains were reportedly disinterred in 1980 by unidentified
persons, and they can not now be located.

South Vietnam Donald G. Cook
(0050)

On December 31, 1964, Captain Cook was serving as an advisor with
@ BSouth Vietnamese Marine battalion at Binh Gia, Phuoc Tuy
Province. His unit was hit by a large Viet Cong force, and Captain
Cook was captured. He was initially reported missing but was
confirmed a prisoner in good health by Sergeant Comacho, who was
released from captivity on July 9, 1965.

On December 2, 1965, Captain Cook joined two other U.S. POWs, Staff

} Sergeant Harold G. Bennett and Private Crafts, at a Viet Cong
. Prison camp. They were held together at four different prison
' camps.

ﬁxOn December 22, 1970, the Provisional Revolutionary Government
i released a died in captivity list which included the name of
"fggptain Cook whom it stated had died of malaria on December 8,
g 1967.

i:One American POW repatriated during Operation Homecoming reported
¢ being told by a prison guard that Captain Cook died of malaria in
L December 1967 while being moved between prison camps in northern
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Tay Ninh Province.

Captain Cook’s name was included on the Provisional Revolutionary
Government’s list of died in captivity released on January 27,
1973. In February 1980 Captain Cook was declared dead/body not
recovered.

Kurt C. McDonald
Edward R. Dodge
{0051)

South Vietnam

On December 31, 1964, Captain McDonald, a U.S. Ajir Force pilot, and
Sergeant First Class Dodge, a member of the 5th Special Forces
Group, took off from Da Nang, Quang Nam Province, in an 0-1F to
conduct a visual reconnaissance mission en route to a Special
Forces camp in the A Shau Valley, Thua Thien Province. They did
not arrive and were declared missing. They were last seen by
another aircraft approximately 12 nautical miles northwest of Da
Nang while flying over Quang Nam Province.

On the morning of December 31, 1964, one homer beacon was broadcast
on an emergency radio frequency, but this could not be correlated
to an NRS-8 radio set that Sergeant Dodge was carrying to A Shau to
be used in covert operations. A woodcutter reported in April 1965
that during that month he observed two U.S. POWs in Thua Thien
Province at a point on the Lao/Vietnamese border. He learned that
one of the Americans was a pilot and one was an infantryman. They
were said to have been captured in June 1964 and were being marched
off to the northwest. In 1966, a report was received from a former
North Vietnamese Army soldier identifying a photograph of Sergeant
Dodge as an inmate he saw at Hoa Lo Prison. Other reports of
sightings of Americans passing through the particular area in which
these individuals were lost were placed in their files.

Neither serviceman was ecver confirmed alive in the Vietnamese
prison system. Captain McDonald was declared dead/body not
recovered in Augqust 1982. Sergeant Dodge was declared dead/body
not recovered in October 1977.

James H. McLean
(0054)

South Vietnam

On February 9, 1965, Sergeant McLean was assigned as a medic with
an American advisory team working with the South Vietnamese Army’S
876th Regional Force Company. He was reported captured when their
position was overrun by Viet Cong forces and was identified in
captivity by an prison escapee who stated Sergeant McLean was
suffering from malaria when last seen alive.
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Sergeant McLean was carried in a POW
: v status at the time of
gperatlon Homecoming. After the end of hostilities, he was
eclareq dead/bgdy not recovered. Returning U.S. POWs were unable
to provide any information on his fate.

U.S. field team interviews in South Vietnam in Marc

a forn‘ler nurse who worked at the Phuoc Long Province lllzo]éiaz‘.zta]ioca;lelg
described .the arrival at her hospital of an indi&idual
cor;espondlng to Sergeant McLean. He arrived at the hospital in
April 1965 suffering from severe malaria. He died there

approximately ten days after his arrival. The i : : -
loss incident is continuing. he investigation of his

South Vietnam Charles A. Dale

David S. Demmon
(0094)

First Lieutenant Dale and Specialist 4th Cl
- . ass Demmon we i
reconnaissance in an OV-1C on June 9, 1965 and were‘agﬁafizézg
;gcaFed over Vinh B}np Province. They did not return from their
ssion. They were initially listed as missing in action, although

U.S. intelligenc i f s s
captured. g e began to receive reports indicating they had been

In December 1970, a prisoner identified Demmon’s

pictgre of an individual imprisoned in a POW camghzzegzzggh;scﬁgz
irOVlnFe, Cambogla. This led to his reclassification from missing
11917act10n.to prisoner of war. Another report was received in March
3 1 stating Demon was alive in a prison at Kratie, Cambodia in
i;ggary11970. The source was given a polygraph, and there was no
cau:ca'l': on of decept:.o_n. Other reported sightings of unnamed
N asians were plaged in Demmon’s file as possibly correlating to

r including one in 1966 which placed him in Central Vietnam.

- Demmon was carried as a POW
| at the end of Operation Homecoming.
Both Demmon and Dale were later declared dead/body not recovereg.

Returni i i
,fatefnlng U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information on their

' In March 1992, a U.S. investi i i i
A ; .S. gating team in Vietnam att ti
:2:23211 gn.tnesses to the los_s of the two-man crew izntlgr;?ngg
2 inces of Cuu Long Province, the new name for Vinh Binh
Ezfg:raft. They PFOVldEd 1nformat@on concerning the downing of an
yvillagerscorrelatlng to the pv-lc involved in this incident. Local
3 craft'ss:éted that the aircraft crashed, and the bodies of the
bburieq by 1o ::1 c:;c;l;%ae:;liss wag]fn?g rtl:.lp ton lthe shore where they were
» . s i

Ltes have not been successful to da:;.ocate their reported grave
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South Vietnam Walter L. Hall
Bruce G. Johnson
Fred M. Owen
Robert L. Curlee
Donald R. Saegaert
Joseph J. Compa, Jr.
Craig L. Hagen
(0096)

On June 19, 1965, those involved in this loss incident were on
board a UH-1B helicopter on a combat operation into a landing zone
six kilometers from the town of Dong Xoai, Phuoc Long Province.
Their helicopter was hit by ground fire and crashed. Captain
Johnson, an advisor to the South Vietnamese Army’s 5th Infantry
Division, reported to another helicopter in the area that the
aircraft’s crew and all others on board were dead and his position
was receiving incoming enemy mortar fire. There was no further
transmission from Captain Johnson after the end of the mortar fire.
A later search of the area failed to produce any sign of the seven
servicemen.

In late 1965, a Viet Cong produced film was captured which appeared
to depict a portion of the battle at Dong Xcai. The film appeared
to show the dead bodies of Sergeant First Class Owen and First
Lieutenant Hall. Information was later received from another
source that the seven U.S. were killed in this incident, four found
in the helicopter and three others at the airstrip. Intelligence
reports of unidentified U.S. POWs sightings several months before
this incident occurred were received later and were placed in the
file of these servicemen. One report associated with the capture
of an American at the battle of Binh Gia was placed in Captain
Johnson’s file, but may have correlated to the capture of another
Captain several months earlier.

Captain Johnson was initially reported missing. Returning U.S.
POWs were unable to provide information about his precise fate or
the fate of the others. Captain Johnson was declared dead/body not
recovered in February 1978.

South Vietnam Richard C. Bram
John F. Dingwall

(0108)
On July 8, 1966, Staff Sergeant Bram and Gunnery Sergeant Dingwall
left their unit at Chu Lai Air Base for a hike in the surrounding
countryside. They were last seen in a local hamlet.

Local South Vietnamese police reported on July 8th that the Viet
Cong had captured and killed two Americans and then buried their
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bodies. This report led tco a muster of the unit and the discovery
that Sergeants Bram and Dingwall were missing. A search of the
area in which they were last seen produced hearsay information that
the two had been captured, but there was conflicting information con
their fate. They were never seen alive again, and their remains
were never located.

Both individuals were initially declared missing. In September

1978 they were declared dead/body not recovered. Returning U.S.

POWs were unable to provide any information on their survival in
. captivity, and U.S. investigation teams in Vietnam have been unable
) to learn anything further concerning their precise fate.

South Vietnam Fred Taylor
Henry J. Gallant

(0109)

On July 13, 1965, Sergeants Taylor and Gallant were members of
Detachment B-52, 5th Special Forces Group, with a Vietnamese
reconnaissance patrol which encountered a hostile force 18
kilometers northwest of An Khe, Pleiku Province. Surviving patrol
members reported last seeing Taylor assisting Gallant to cover as
hostile forces pressed toward them. A search of the area after the
engagement failed to locate any trace of them. They were both
. declared missing in action and, in July 1966, were declared
- dead/body not recovered. Returning U.S. POWs were unable to

}: provide any information on their final fate.

Charles J. Scharf
Martin J. Massucci
(0158)

[ North Vietnam

. On October 1, 1965, First Lieutenant Massucci and Captain Scharf
. were the crew of an F-4C, one in a flight of three aircraft on a
'8trike mission over Son La Province, North Vietnam. Their aircraft
.was hit by hostile fire. After jettisoning their external tanks,
i one member of the flight reported seeing one fully deployed chute
} with the jettisoned material. There was no electronic contact with
 the crew. Both crewmen were declared missing.

. Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information on their
i Precise fate. Lieutenant Massucci was declared dead/body not
Krocovered in February 1978. Captain Scharf was declared dead/body
Ot recovered in January 1978.

tIn January 1991, U.S. investigators in Vietnam interviewed several
iWitnesses to the crash of a U.S. aircraft which closely
/‘Corresponded to this loss incident. Several witnesses stated that
Ithey observed two bodies at the crash site and had no information
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that one might have survived the crash. Information from'witnessgs
conflicts with information from U.S. personnel at the time of their
loss who reported observing one fully deployed parachute.

Samuel Adams
Charles G. Dusing
Thomas Moore

South Vietnam

(0180)

On October 231, 1961, four U.S. Air Force sergeants were traveling
by bus from the coastal resort town of Vung Tau towa;d Saigon.
They were stopped by local Viet Cong forces and taken prisoner. On
November 2, 1965, the four sergeants attempted to escape from
custody, and Staff Sergeant Jasper N. Page was successful. BHe 1§st
saw Sergeant Adams as the Viet Cong were chasing him and shooting
at him.

The status of the three was changed from missing in action to
prisoners of war. All appeared on the Provisional Revolution
Government’s died in captivity list provided to the U.S. in January
1873. Their date of death was given as December 1965. The remains
of the other three sergeants have never been returnmed. All were
declared dead/body not recovered after the end of hostilitleg.
Returning U.S5. POWs were unable to provide any information on their
fate.

In March 1992, the Joint Task Force interviewed a witness in
Vietnam who described sightings of the four servicemen shortly
after their capture at way-station B50. Information was also
received that one prisoner escaped and the remaining three
prisoners were shot. After burial, their bodies were later exhumed
and reburied at a new location which has since been deforested, and
the grave site can not be located.

North Vietnam George I. Mims, Jr.

(0213)

On December 20, 1965, First Lieutenant Mims and Captain Robert D.
Jeffery were the crewmen of an F-4C in a flight of four F-4 on a
combat mission over North Vietnam. While over Ha Bac Province,
their aircraft was hit by antiaircraft fire, turned into a fireball
and fell apart. Captain Jeffery bailed out, landed.safely, was
captured and was repatriated during Operation Homecoming. During
his post-release interviews, Captain Jeffery stated he never saw OT
heard anything about Lieutenant Mims from the time he, Jeffery, Wai
captured until he was released;however, based on their 10§

incident he believed Lieutenant Mims may have been killed after
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ejecting at a low altitude.

Lieutenant Mims was initially declared missing in action. He was
later declared dead/body not recovered.

The Joint Casualty Resolution Center has investigated this incident
and determined that Lieutenant Mims’s aircraft crashed in Huu Lung
District, Lang Son Province, and not Ha Bac Province as initially
believed. Witnesses interviewed to date have stated that one
crewman was killed in the crash of an aircraft which correlates to

this incident. The case is still undergoing field investigation in
Vietnam.

South Vietnam James T. Egan

(0235)

On January 21, 1966, Lieutenant Egan was serving as Artillery
Forward Observer with a patrol element of the 1st Force
Reconnaissance Company. Their patrol was fired upon, and after the
skirmish, Lieutenant Egan could not be located. The next day Lance
Corporal Edwin R. Grissett, Jr. (Case 0236) was also declared
missing when he became separated from the same patrol.

. In April 1966, information was received that both Grissett and Egan
[ were captured alive from a South Vietnamese Popular Force soldier
¥ who had just escaped from Viet Cong captivity. The soldier

ﬂ asserted that Corporal Grissett told him Lieutenant Egan was
j wounded and later shot by the Viet Cong. Another report was
i received from a different source that an American with an

. individual correlating to Corporal Grissett had been shot and
' killed.

fCorporal Grissett was reclassified as POW during the war, but
jLieutenant Egan was not. Neither were accounted-for at the end of
jOperation Homecoming, after which both were declared dead/body not
g xecovered. Corporal Grissett’s remains were repatriated and
tidentified in June 1989.

iIn August 1990, U.S. field investigators in Vietnam interviewed
#ight witnesses concerning the capture of the two Marines. The
mnformation they provided did not lead to the recovery of any
#wemains of Lieutenant Egan.

Cecil J. Hodgson
Frank N. Badolati
Ronald T. Terry
(0242)
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On January 28, 1966, Sergeant First Class Hodgson and other patrol
members were on a combat patrol in the An Lao Valley, Binh Dinh
Province. They encountered a hostile force and evaded. Following

the action the three could not be located and were declared
missing.

Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information on the
three servicemen, and they were not reported alive in the

Vietnamese prison system. ‘After Operation Homecoming they were
declared dead/body not recovered.

South Vietnam Donald S. Newton

(0258)

On February 26, 1966, Sergeant Newton and Private First Class Wills
were members of a long range reconnaissance patrol. They departed
their patrol base on a short mission and were never seen again.
After their disappearance information was received that two U.S.
servicemen had been captured during a firefight. One was killed,

and the second, named "Newton,"” was found wounded and was then
captured alive.

Both were declared missing in action. Neither was classified as
captured. After Operation Homecoming both were declared dead/body
not recovered. Neither of their remains have been repatriated.

In August 1990, U.S. field investigators in Vietnam interviewed
witnesses in Vietnam who described the ambush of two Americans.
One was shot and killed, his body left behind on a river sandbank.
The second was taken prisoner. FPEn route to @ higher headquarters,
the Viet Cong unit found itself having to move to avoid detection
from a U.S. heliborne operation. The American prisoner, believed
to possibly correlate with Sergeant Newton, was shot and killed to
ensure the unit could move and avoid detection. A grave site of
the dead American was identified, but no remains could be located.
In March 1991, U.S. field investigators interviewed another witness
who provided generally similar information concerning the killing

and burial of an American which closely correlated to this
incident.

South Vietnam William M. Collins

Delbert R. Peterson
Robert E. Foster
(0267)

On March 9, 1967, Captain Collins, Lieutenant Peterson and Staff
Sergeant Foster were part of a six-man crew providing close air
Support to a Special Forces camp. Their aircraft was hit by
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hostile ground fire and crash landed to ;he north og the A Shan
Valley in Thua Thien Province. According to survivors, ene?{
small-arms fire hit and killed Foster and Cglllns. A-1lE aircra
struck the surrounding enemy positions. Lieutenant Peterson was
last seen moving into undergrowth. The survivors cal}ed out to
Lieutenant Peterson but received no response. §pec1al Forces
personnel arrived later that day and found the bodies of Sergeant
Foster and Captain Collins but were unab;e to recover them due to
enemy activity. They could ‘not locate Lieutenant Peterson.

issi i POWs had
ieutenant Peterson was declared missing. Returning U.S.
iéeuinformation on his fate. He was declared dead/body not
recovered in February 1978.

William R. Tromp
(0304)

North Vietnam

i 966, Lieutenant JG Tromp was the pi}ot of an ATIE
(f)go:?pflt; I}TS' Sl. Ki'tty Hawk on a night armc?d reconnaissance mission
over the coastal area of southern North Vietnam. A surgace-to-alr
missile was launched at their flight of two aircraft while over Ha
Tinh Province. Tromp’s aircraft was lgst Feportgd crossing the
coastline heading out to sea and descending in alt}tudq. His lggt
transmission was, "I have some kind of energ...,' ending in mi a
sentence. An air and sea search proved negative. He was declaref
missing in action. Radio Hanoi later announced the shogt down o
several aircraft on April 17th and staqed that sevefal Pllots were
captured in Quang Binh and Ha Tinh Provinces. Tromp’s aircraft was
the only one lost that day.

i ! ter crash
July through September 1973, Lieutenant Tromp’s under wa er
sitZ was ézarched by U.S. forces testing the recovera§111ty of
remains of U.S. airmen lost on over water losses. No remains could
be located at his crash site. In July 1974, he was declared dead,
remains unrecoverable.

o) ec er 8 1988, U.S. investigators in Vietnam met with
w?tJngng fron: the area Lieutenant Tromp had been last seen
Crossing the coast. They described the shoot down of on? of two
aircraft which corresponded to the circgmstances of Tromp’s loss.
They stated that the aircraft crashed in Fhe.sea_off the cor:zstél
there was no visible wreckage and no indication anyone ha

Burvived.

In Ju 1 U.S. investigators received. addit;onal hearsay
inforﬁgiiofszgout the same shoot down associated with Cam Xuyeg
District, Ha Tinh Province. A refugee source in Hong Kong reporte

that an aircraft had been hit by groundfire as it was descending in
altitude and that it soon burst into flames. The underwater crash

?'Bite was reportedly surveyed by Vietnamese salvage officials in
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1987, but the wreck was not salvaged.

South Vietnam Jimmy M. Malone

(0326)

On May 4, 1966, Private Malone was serving as a radio operator with
his unit in Tan Uyen Distxict, Bien Hoa Province. His unit,
participating in Operation Hastings, had just completed its combat
assault and was establishing its position with Private Malone’s
platoon on the unit’s perimeter.

Private Malone was detailed to pick up mail from his weapons
plaFoon. He departed his position along a trail outside of the
perimeter but never returned. A search of the area located jungle-
?oot prints believed to have been made by Private Malone. The
impression of the search party was that Private Malone had taken
the trail but had made a wrong turn away from his unit’s perimeter.
The boot prints were later joined by sandal prints, and they both
led to a fortified Viet Cong position. His squad came under
hostile sniper fire during their search. The next day another
platoop swept the area and located still more foot prints
;pgroxlmately 1500 meters away, but there was no trace of Private
alone.

Private Malone was declared missing in action. Returning U.S5. POWs
had no information abgut him. After Operation Homecoming he was
dgclgred killed in action/body not recovered based on a presumptive
finding of death.

In June 1984, the Joint Casualty Resolution Center received a
report about the recovery of remains in Tan Uyen District, now a
part of Song Be Province. The remains and a dog-tag were
reportedly turned over to local authorities. This report was
placed in Private Malone’s file due to the coincidence in loss
location.

On Magch 12, 1992, a joint U.S./Vietnamese investigation in Thu Dau
Mot_D+strict, Song Be Province, led to an interview with a former
Political Officer from the 4th Artillery Company, 3rd Battalion,
Dong Nai Regiment. The officer stated that a reconnaissance
element from his unit had killed an American in the area where
Private Malone disappeared and that he had recovered one web belt
and a .45 caliber sidearm. The soldier was part of an American
force which had just come to operate in the area. The body was
buried along a trail near a stream in the area. A helicopter later
appeqred and broadcast an appeal for information about a missing
serviceman. U.S. investigator's tended to discredit the account
they were offered.
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Bennie ILee Dexter
(0333)

South Vietnam

On May 9, 1966, Airman Second Class Dexter departed Pleiku City for
Banmethuot City by jeep. He never arrived at his destination, and
an ensuing search turned up his jeep on May 11, 1966. Local
civilians reported he had been stopped and taken prisoner. There
were wartime reports about an American POW in captivity whose
circumstances of capture were similar to that of Airman Dexter.
One report asserted that he died of starvation in February 1967.

£, Airman Dexter was carried in a POW status at the end of Operation
P Homecoming. He was later declared dead/body not recovered.
i Returning U.S. POWs were unable to confirm his fate.

Joint Casualty Resolution Center field investigations in Vietnam
during April 1989 led to the interview of witnesses who described
Dexter’'s capture and imprisonment near Banmethuot. The same
witnesses stated that he was shot and killed during an escape
attempt and that his remains were buried nearby. U.S.
investigators were unable to locate any evidence of his grave or

remains.

Louis Buckley, Jr.
(0344)

South Vietnam

On May 21, 1966, Sergeant Buckley, a member of the Motor Platoon of
the 12th Cavalry, was with his unit in Binh Duong Province. His
unit came under enemy attack at Landing Zone Hereford and was
forced to withdraw. Sergeant Buckley was last seen in the area
with blood on his shirt and arm. Friendly reinforcements arrived,
but Sergeant Buckley could not be located.

He was initially declared missing in action. Returning U.S. POWs
were unable to provide any information on his fate. In January
1578, he was declared dead/body not recovered.

i In October 1981, U.S. intelligence received information from a
| Vietnamese refugee concerning the death of an American soldier in
f the area Sergeant Buckley disappeared. It could not be
L specifically correlated to Buckley.

k South Vietnam William Ellis, Jr.

7 (0372)

. On June 24, 1966, Ellis was declared missing while on a combat
 Operation in Kontum Province. After the end of hostilities he was
i declared dead/body not recovered.

0,
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In December 1990, a U.S. field team in Vietnam reported the results
of their recent field trip into the Central Highlands of South
Vietnam. During their wvisit, they interviewed a doctor who saw
several American POWs during 1967 or 1968 in western Kontum
Province. The doctor was aware that one African~American had died

at his hospital and that a dead American’s body was preserved for
use as a medical training aid.

The doctor also stated that ‘three Caucasian Americans died there,
and he believed they were buried nearby. These reports were
tentatively correlated to Schiele (Case 1112), Van Bendegom (0762)
and a then unidentified third Caucasian American. The report about
the African-American appeared to correlate to Ellis (0372). Other
information, possibly concerning Schiele, traced his movements from

the area of his capture to his turnover, then to the 62nd Regiment
and later to B-3 Front Headquarters.

South Vietnam Robert H. Gage

(0381)

On July 3, 1966, Lance Corporal Gage and another Marine from the
1st Division left their platoon’s position to find someone to do
their laundry and entered Thanh Thuy Village, which is 15
kilometers south-southeast of Da Nang City, Quang Nam Province.
When last seen, Corporal Gage was engaged in conversation with a
woman . He never returned to his platoon’s position and was
declared missing. Friendly forces detained local village women on
July 3rd and 4th but were unable to obtain information on Corporal
Gage’'s fate. On July 5, 1966, the Marines learned that the
Corporal had actually entered a Viet Cong controlled hamlet.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on Corporal Gage’'s fate. 1In

August 1974, he was declared killed in action/body not recovered
based on a presumptive finding of death.

North Vietnam Roosevelt Hestle, Jr.

Charles E. Morgan
(0386)

On July 6, 1966, Major Hestle and Captain Morgan were crewmen in an
F-105 in a flight of four aircraft over Bac Thai Province. Major
Hestle's aircraft was hit by hostile ground fire and crashed
approximately 15 kilometers southwest of Thai Nguyen. Other
aircraft on the scene neither saw chutes nor heard beepers.

Wartime intelligence information from a People’s Army prisoner

describing the capture of an African-American from an aircraft shot
down over Tam Dao Mountain was tentatively correlated to the
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capture of one crewman from this crew.

initi issi in action and were
individuals were initially reported missing 1
l]?:gf:lelrlgh;nged to dead/bodies not refcove:;:qd. igaﬁo;ambejorr ;.3957 t?feu axs1d
ili i i i i rmation
military intelligence rece:.ve::l info i and
t a POW camp near vinh.
two other U.S. POWs were alive a : Liahy
i i but was the product of a highly
pelieved this report was not true of 2 et
ici isi three POW wives to Vietnam early .
B e e e o information that Major Hestle
turning U.S. POWs reported hearsay in! ; 1
?ae.suseeng alive on a stretcher in a prison in Hanoi. He was not
reported alive as of 1973.

j i i i 1989 located a possible
.8. investigators in Vietnam 1n January ¢
chrgshlr?g.te gssociated with this lnc::.dent_and received Ml;ﬁa:zegsr
information one pilot was bu.rield af.gstghat. \?}::r;am Cgpta;.g oveg n's
v i re repatriated in July . i urn y
i iggit?:yw:ard ofPMajor Hestle in October 1582, but his remains have

not been recovered.

Robert L. Babula
Dennis R. Carter
Robert C. Borton
John L. Bodenschatz
(0439)

South Vietnam

embers of the 1lst Marine
Auqust 28, 1966, the four PFCs were I _ S
g?visiggn and 'were wg.th a firtheam a;. a;n Pa;l::;ilz ::.teTti.lzr; ké-a].-j??::l:eig
gouthwest of Da Nang City, Quang ce. L to
i issi declared missing. On Septemb
return from their mission and were i esing. O h were
Bodenschatz’ dog-tags and a partia .

: ‘J‘.t':calgesds .' Local residents did not provide any information about the
i, fate of the four men.

urn i information about
i .S. POWs were unable to provide any 1in

iﬁgir :‘E-Ialgefj They were declared dead/body not recovered based on a
presumptive finding of death in November 1974.

A

Lawrence B. Tatum
(0453)

South Vietnam

) i f an A-1E which

. ember 10, 1966, Tatum was the pilot o . i

1 ~\°vnassﬁpj.”t; byeiostile an:;iaircraft fire ind .cra;hedg eégg:gk;}.:?iizis
t north of the Rao Thanh River currently in lrun r
3 i did not observe Tatum
¢ Quan i province. A forward air controller !

bailgo.f;::l but did hear an emergency b:biper fo:Chi;{:;;ro:{.;n:kteiz gﬁ:
B minute. He later observed a presumable par T “he
3 ; i fely on the ground.

. tree hillside. He never saw Tatum sa ‘

4 ObSEinIcll iostile forces approach the parachute and evidently pull
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it out of the tree.

Tatum was initially declared missing. After Operation Homecoming
he was declared dead/body not recovered.

In April 1990 a U.S. team in Vietnam located a crash site with
material consistent with that of an A-1E, but no personal artifacts
were found. Local witnesses were unable to provide any
information. A U.S. team located information in the records of
Pecple’s Army Military Region 4 indicating that a U.S. pilot died
in a crash on the date. The place and time correlated to Tatum's
loss incident, but the pilot’s name was not available.

North Vietnam John L. Robertson
(0459)

On September 16, 1966, Major Robertson and First Lieutenant Hubert
F. Buchanan were in one in a flight of four F-4C aircraft on a
mission over North Vietnam. They were engaged by hostile MIG
aircraft while en route to their target. Major Robertson’s
aircraft was last seen in an aerial engagement with a MIG by other
aircraft in their flight.

First Lieutenant Buchanan was captured alive and released in March
1973. During his post-release debriefing he described how their
aircraft was attacked by a MIG-17 and that he was forced to eject.
He did not have contact with Major Robertson during, or after, his
ejection. Other U.S. POWs reported being questioned about Major
Robertson on September 17th and having been told Major Robertson
was dead.

Major Robertson was in MIA status as of Operation Homecoming. In
June 1978, he was declared dead/body not recovered based on a
presumptive finding of death.

In January 1987, U.S. intelligence received a report about the
wartime crash of an F-4 aircraft which appeared to correlate to
this incident. One crewman was reportedly captured, and one died
in the crash. From February through April 1990, U.S. field
investigators in Vietnam visited Hai Bung Province and interviewed
witnesses who described an aerial encounter between a U.S. jet and
a MIG aircraft. One crewman ejected and was captured. The team
visited the crash site and determined the aircraft’s wreckage had
been dug up and removed to a nearby warehouse. The team was
provided a small packet of remains, allegedly from the crash site,
which were determined to be non-human. Also during April 1990,
Vietnam repatriated remains it identified as Major Robertson which
were later determined to be the skeletal remains of a large animal
(possibly a horse or cow) and a piece of non-bone material,
possibly a rock.
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During November and December 1991, the site was excavated and
personal property of an individual, probably American, was
recovered and sent for analysis. Parts of the aircraft were
recovered, including a data plate, as well as possible bone
material. This case continues to undergo investigation.

pPaniel L. Niehouse
(0529)

South Vietnam

On November 25, 1966, Mr. Niehouse, a salesman for Ford Motor
Company, was driving between Saigon and Dalat when he was stopped
and detained by Vietnamese communist forces 20 kilometers north of
the town of Xuan Loc. Three foreign civilians released from
captivity on January 1, 1967 (Thomas R. Scales, Robert W. Monahan,
Mrs. Ofelia T. Gaza) last knew Mr. Niehouse to be alive in
captivity with them. Prior to their release, Mrs. Gaza's husband
and an Australian civilian died in captivity.

Mr. Niehouse was reported missing and then captured. He was
identified by the Provisional Revolutionary Government at Operation
Homecoming as having died in captivity on April 12, 1967. His
remains have not yet been repatriated. Other returning POWs were
unable to provide information on his eventual fate.

Burt C. Small
(0607)

South Vietnam

On March 6, 1967, Specialist Small was assigned to Quang Ngai
Province from the Sth Special Forces Group as a member of Advisory
Detachment 108. A South Vietnamese irregular force unit (CIDG) was
ambushed, and, after the skirmish, Small was missing. A CIDG
soldier later escaped and reported that Specialist Small had been
captured alive.

| His status was changed from missing in action to POW. After
b Operation Homecoming he was declared dead/body not recovered. His
i remains have never been repatriated and other returning U.S. POWs
i were unable to confirm that he was alive in any of the Vietnamese
. prisons in South or North Vietnam.

i The Joint Casualty Resolution Center conducted field investigations
¥ in the area of Specialist Small’s capture. They received
f information that Specialist Small had been captured alive and was
¥ wounded at the time of his capture. All members of the capturing
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North Vietnam John S. Hamilton
(0644)

On April 19, 1967, Major Hamilton was the pilot of an A-1E, one in
a flight of two aircraft searching for two pilots downed over North
Vietnam. While over Hoa Binh Province, Hamilton was attacked by
four hostile MIG-17 aircraft, and his wingman observed pieces of
his aircraft's outer wing fly off after it was hit by cannon fire.
His aircraft crashed 24 kilometers southeast of Hoa Binh City.
Major Hamilton was not seen ejecting from his aircraft and there
was no electronic beeper heard. He was declared missing in action.

On April 19th, that same day, Hanoi radio reported the shoot down
of an American rescue aircraft over Hoa Binh Province. This
report, while not mentioning the fate of the pilot, was believed to
correlate to Major Hamilton’s incident of loss.

In September 1970, a People’s Army of Vietnam soldier reported two
caucasjian pilots captured in Lac Thuy District in April 1968 after
being shot down in aerial combat with MIG jet aircraft. The
soldier identified a photograph of Major Hamilton as similar to one
of those captured, and the report was placed in Major Hamilton'’s
file as possibly relating to his capture. After Operation
Homecoming, a reevaluation of this report led to a reversal of the
wartime evaluation. It was determined that this incident actually
correlated to Major Thomas Madison and Major Thomas Sterling who

had been lost as described and who returned alive during Operation
Homecoming.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on Hamilton’s precise fate.
In March 1979, he was declared killed in action/body not recovered
based on a presumptive finding of death.

In January 1991, a report was received about a grave with the
remains of a U.S. pilot in the area where Major Hamilton was lost.
Then, in May 1991, a source provided the rubbing of a dog-tag
associated with Major Hamilton and a bone fragment and claimed that
remains were recovered from an area near Vinh City, Nghe Tinh
Province. This is a considerable distance away from his known
crash site. In October 1991, another source visited the Joint Task
Force office in Hanoi and turned over a bone fragment and
identifying information about Major Hamilton. The source claimed
his friend found Major Hamilton’s remains at another location, this
time in Quang Binh Province. :
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i Thomas A. Mangino
South Vietnam Paul B. Has ok
David M. Winters
Daniel R. Nidds
(0646)

i 1967, Special Fourth Class Mang%no and PFCs Haseqbeck,
32ﬁ22§;{ ﬁ;h Nidés,Pmembers of the 196th Light Infantrg Brlgadg,
were returning from a combat patrol. They had borrowe qtéampa?
from local residents to make the return trip to a lgndlng i: e 2§nd
their unit in Binh Son District, Quang Ngali Province. fse. nd
sampan, the lead boat, reached thg dock but was then out o sxgon
of the other sampan following with only the four serv;cemen on
board. Shortly thereafter came the sound of a burst oh :eaggll
firing. Twenty minutes later, the four patrol members i :hem
not reached the dock, and a search party was sent to locate .

vailable information, the four men were last seen talking
Sgiﬁd;g;:fal Vietnamese in another sampan. Later reports gz;e
received that four Americans had been captured by local_végt thag
forces on April 2lst. Other. reports were receiv ¢ at
unidentified Americans were teaching Enqllsh.to Viet Cong $:ase
cadre and that Americans had been.purled'ln Fhe area. ‘gl
reports were placed in the individuals files as possibly
pertaining to them.

91, a U.S. team was advised by a Yietnamese‘off1c1al that
%?Cnszﬁigrs’was dead. In August 1992, a joint U.S./V%eﬁnapess ;gﬁg
in the area of this incident interviewed witnesses with firs hand
or hearsay knowledge of it. The sources stated ;he four men were
ambushed, and their bodies were thrown into tpe river to ﬁeegod‘es
from being observed by search and rescue he}lcopyers. The wh;ch
were later buried in three separate locations i1n an areas hich
today is under the Song Tra River. In November 1992,_Setfte itime
Committee on POW/MIA Affairs Chairman John Kerry rece1v§ ? wa L
diary, describing the capture and supsequent death of the ou; séuﬁ
servicemen, from People’s Army of Vietnam Centra}'M11+tary uears
Director, Senior Colonel Dai. Senior Colpne} Dai’s d}aryhgpg ars
to contain information correlating to this incident in whic 08
four servicemen are recorded as having died. This case is st1
under active investigation by Joint Task Force-Full Accounting.

i i ir fate. They were
R i U.S. POWs had no information on their
iizzigi?g declared missing. Each was declared dead/body not
recovered on separate dates between 1373 and 1978.

t jetnam Roger D. Hamilton
South Vietn (0647)

i ember of the 1lst
On April 21, 1967, Lance Corporal Hamilton, a m - S
Marigg Diviéion, Jas with his unit in Quang Tin Province when 1t
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began receiving heavy enemy fire and was forced to withdraw.
Corporal Hamilton was last known wounded and was left behind during
the unit’s quick retreat. A search operation in the area through
April 22nd failed to locate him. He was declared missing.

In August 1967, U.S. intelligence received information from two
Vietnam People’s Army prisoners that a U.S. Marine had been
captured in April 1967 in circumstances similar to that of the loss
of Corporal Hamilton. They were unable to provide any specific
information on his eventual fate.

Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information on the
fate of Corporal Hamilton. After Operation Homecoming he was
declared dead/body not recovered.

In August 1989, U.S. field investigators in Vietnam interviewed
witnesses concerning the fate of Corporal Hamilton, but the U.S.
investigators only received vague statements. Additional
investigation in January 1991 led U.S. investigators to his
reported burial site. They recovered one partial set of remains at
one location and small bone fragments at a second site nearby. The
reports were vague about whom the remains were associated, and it
was not possible to correlate the remains to this incident.

Michael J. BEstocin
{0656)

North Vietnam

On April 26, 1967, Lieutenant Commander Estocin was the pilot of an
A-4E on a SAM suppression mission over North Vietnam. His aircraft
was hit by a surface-to-air missile and went out of control, but he
later regained control of it. Defense Department records state he
was last seen entering overcast at 3,500 feet and crashed into
coastal waters off Cat Ba Island. A search and rescue effort was
suspended April 27, 1967. On that date, Radio Hanoi broadcast a
reference to a shoot down and capture of a U.S. pilot possibly
correlating to Commander Estocin’s shoot down.

On April 29th, a People’s Army newspaper article referred to the
shoot down of an aircraft and a rescue helicopter coming to rescue
the downed pilot. This report was placed in Commander Estocin’s
file as a possible correlation.

Commander Estocin was initially declared missing. His casualty
status was later changed to POW based on sensitive source
information. He was not yeported alive during Operation
Homecoming, and, in November 1977, he was declared dead/body not
recovered.

A returning U.S. POW reported that another U.S. POW, whom he met in
prison in North Vietnam, relayed a discussion he had had with Mrs.
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Estocin prior to his own shoot down. Allegedly, the U.S. POW,
Commander Stratton, had written that Commander Estocin was alive
and a POW. In January 1974, the Defense Department confirmed that
Commander Estocin had been misidentified as a POW in sensitive
source material.

In July 1990, U.S. intelligence received information from a
northern Vietnamese refugee about an aircraft shoot down which
occurred in 1967 near Cat Ba Island. Remains were reportedly found
in the water near the crash site. Also, skeletal remains were
reportedly seized by Vietnamese officials from a refugee boat
captured near Cat Ba Island in February 1989. 1In March 1991, U.S.
investigators in Vietnam visited Cat Ba Island but were unable to
develop any information regarding this loss incident. They were
told by Vietnamese officials that Commander Estocin was believed to
have drowned twenty nautical miles off Cat Ba Island. Other
reports were received of a body washing up along the shore to the
north of Cat Ba Island.

Commander John B. Nichols, retired, recently wrote of his own
wartime combat experiences, published by the Naval Institute Press,
entitled On Yankee Station. Commander Nichols was on the scene
when Commander Estocin was hit and crashed. Commander Nichols
described seeing Commander Estocin’s aircraft invert, his tank blow
off and his missiles fire. He followed him to the ocean and saw
him impact, still inverted, but did not see a parachute come from
the aircraft.

North Vietnam Roger M. Netherland

(0667)

On May 10, 1967, Commander Netherland was launched in an A-4C from
the U.S.S. Hancock as the leader of a flight of aircraft on a
mission against Kien An Airfield near the port city of Hai Phong.
Three surface-to-air missiles were launched at his flight, and the
third missile exploded below his aircraft. His wingman reported
observing him drop his external tanks and begin a left turn
streaming fuel. His aircraft then did an inverted roll and
crashed. There was no ejection seen. A search for sign of him was
negative. He was initially declared missing in action. After the
end of hostilities he was declared dead/body not recovered.
Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information that he
was alive in the northern Vietnamese prison system.

In December 1982, a Vietnamese refugee reported the downing of a
U.S. aircraft and described the recovery and burial of remains from
the crash site. The incident appeared to correlate to that of
Commander Netherland.

In September 1989, Vietnam returned the alleged remains of
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Commander Netherland together with his identity card and wallet.
Forensic examination of the remains concluded they belonged to an
adult male but a board decided that they could neither rule out nor
recommend identification of the remains.

A U.S. team in Vietnam during July 1990 conducted a survey of the
crash site associated with Commander Netherland. The site location
and information concerning the circumstances of the crash were
consistent with the known facts surrounding Commander Netherland’s
loss. A return to the site in December 1991 resulted in witness
interviews who provided their knowledge of the crash, including a
description of human remains located in a position consistent with
the results of a high angle high speed dive into the ground.

carlos Ashlock
(0678)

South Vietnam

On May 12, 1967, Corporal Ashlock and Lance Corporal Jose Agosto-
Santos, members of the 5th Marine Regiment, were with their unit on
an operation in Quang Nam Province. Their unit encountered two
reinforced battalions of the Vietnam People’s Army and withdrew.
After the withdrawal, neither Ashlock nor Agosto-Santos could be
located. Soon afterward, one unit member reported seeing People’'s
Army troops carrying away Agosto-Santos. A report was also received
from a local Vietnamese official that two wounded U.S. Marines had
been seen in the custody of the Vietnam People’s Army. This report
was viewed as possibly correlating to Ashlock and Agosto-Santos.
In June 1967, a former Viet Cong doctor at Hospital B-25 reported
Ashlock was alive and had been treated at his hospital. He was
last seen alive in July 1967. Both individuals were initially
declared missing in action.

Corporal Agosto-Santos returned alive at Operation Homecoming.
Neither he nor other returning POWs were able to provide any
information on the fate of Corporal Ashlock. Corporal Ashlock was
declared dead/body not recovered, in July 1976.

In March 1991, Vietnam repatriated remains jdentified as those of
Carlos Ashlock. U.S. examination of those remains resulted in 2
determination that neither the remains identified by Vietnam as
those of Corporal Ashlock nor any other remains turned over in
March 1991 could be associated with Corporal Ashlock.

Recent field investigations in Vietnam have located witnesses who
provided information concerning the capture of Corporal Ashlock.
Witnesses reported burial sites, but they could not be positively
confirmed, and no remains were recovered. The information thesé
witnesses provided does not increase the knowledge already known
that Corporal Ashlock was last known alive and in captivity-.
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Cambodia Joe 1.. Delong

(0689)

On May 18, 1967, Private First Class Delong was a machine gunner
: from the lst Battalion, B8th Infantry, in Phu Pah District, Pleiku
Province, South Vietnam. His unit’s position, approximately 14
kilometers northwest of the village of Duc Co, was attacked and
overrun by hostile forces. PFC Delong was missing after the unit
reformed. .

On May 20, 1967, a Viet Cong prisoner described an American in
captivity who correlated to PFC Delong. Delong was listed as a POW
at the time of Operation Homecoming.

In June 1967, a People’s Army of Vietnam publication from the B-3
Theater of Operation, entitled Tay N en, reported that the K4
Battalion had captured a U.S. POW, and this unit was transferred to
regimental level. This was believed to refer to the capture of PFC
Delong, and the regiment to which it referred was believed to be
the 320th Regiment.

PFC Delong was listed by the Provisional Revolutionary Government
as having died in captivity. His date of death was given as
November 1967.

U.S. POWs repatriated during Operation Homecoming stated PFC Delong
and two other U.S. POWs escaped from a B-3 Theater level POW camp
on November 6, 1967, while they were being detained in Ratanakiri

Province, Cambodia, approximately two kilometers from the border
with Vietnam and an estimated 70 kilometers west of Kontum, South
Vietnam. Several days later, the remaining POWs were shown PFC
Delong’s trousers by their prison camp commander and were told that
Delong had been killed resisting capture. The two other U.S. POWs
were recaptured.

Walter F. Wrobleski
(0703)

Bouth Vietnam

On May 21, 1967, Wrobleski was the pilot of a UH-1C helicopter, one
in a flight of seven helicopters on an extraction mission into the
A Shau Valley, Thua Thien Province. On board with him were Warrant
Officer Corkran, Specialist Pourth Class Hall and Private First
Class Szwed. While making a strafing run, their helicopter was hit
. by heavy machine gun fire which knocked out their engine. After
I being hit by another burst of fire, their helicopter went out of
i control and crashed, rolling down into a small ravine. Several
I minutes later a red ground panel was seen. Ten minutes later the
f helicopter exploded. A white ground panel was also seen three
' hours later.
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PFC Szwed was rescued alive. WO Corkran and Specialist Hall were
also located alive, and a line was dropped to them on the ground.
While being lifted to the helicopter, it began to receive heavy
enemy fire, and it lifted off, dragging Warrant Officer Corkran and
Specialist Hall into trees which knocked them off the ladder to the
jungle below. South Vietnamese Army forces recovered the body of
Specialist Hall on May 22 and, on May 23rd, the body of Warrant

Officer Corkran. All survivors stated Wrobleski was never seen
alive after the crash. .

During the war years, a former member of the People’s Army of
Vietnam stated he saw an American with a South Vietnamese Army POW
being escorted north along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in May 1967. This

report was placed in Wrobleski’s file as a possible correlation to
his case.

Wrobleski was initially declared missing. In February 1978, he was
~declared dead/body not recovered based on a presumptive finding of

death. Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information
on his eventual fate.

In January 1991, U.S. investigators in Vietnam interviewed two
witnesses to the crash of a helicopter correlating closely to this
loss incident. They reported observing a body at the crash site,
and other soldiers, possibly from nearby commo-liaison station T52,
retrieved a watch from the dead serviceman. The team was taken to

the crash site but was unable to locate any human remains or other
artifacts.

North Vietnam RKenneth F. Backus
Elton L. Perrine
(0706)

On May 22, 1967, Captain Perrine and First Lieutenant Backus were
the crew of an F-4C, one of two aircraft in a flight against the
Kep railroad yvard. The second aircraft observed Captain Perrine’s
aircraft make a bomb run on the target and, five seconds later,
observed a large explosion three miles east of the target in Lang
Son Province. There were no chute and no beacon signals. There
was 37mm and 57mm anti-aircraft fire in the area. However, the
other aircrew could not confirm that Captain Perrine’s aircraft was

hit by hostile fire, and they could not pinpoint the crash site’s
precise location.

On May 24th, the New China News Agency reported the downing of a
U.S. aircraft over Lang Son Province on May 22nd and stated that
the pilots were captured. This aircraft was the only aircraft lost

in the area on that date. Both crewmen were initially reported
missing in action.
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Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information on
crew’'s fgte. In February 1979, each was declared dead/body not
recovered based on a presumptive finding of death.

South Vietnam Brian K._HcGar
Joseph E. Fitzgerald
John E. Jakovac
(0715)

On May 30, 1967, Sergeant Jakovac and P¥Cs McGar apd Fitzgeral@
were members of a five man reconnaissance patro{ in Quang Ngai
Province. The team was deployed to counter hq;tlle fire from a
nearby hedgerow and to set up an obgervat;on peint on a hll} top.
They failed to make a nightly radio check an hour and fifteen
minutes after climbing the hill. a searcp and rescue effort
located two other patrol members, both deaq, in a shallow grave 1in
the area. There was a trail of blood lea@mng from the area, hgnd
grenade fragmentations and U.S. and foreign shell casings which
gave evidence to an engagement. The search effort Fonplnued for
three days but failed to locate the other three missing patrol
members.

wing their disappearance, U.S. intelligence received seve;al
ig;igts gﬁout grave é?ies in the area. In July 1972, a former Viet
Cong stated that he had seen two U.S. prisoners in Quang Tin
Province in July 1967, and this report was placed in the files of
these MIAs, although there was no specific correlation to themn.

i d on
All three Marines were declared dead/body not recovere
different dates during 1975 and 1976. None of the t@ree was
reported alive in the Vietnamese prison system by returning U.S.
POWs.

South Vietnam Di Reyes Ibanez
(0723)

On June 5, 1967, Sergeant Ibanez was a meqber o@ a 3rd Marine
Division reconnaissance patrol in Quang Tri Province. Shortly
after midnight, a guard heard a moan and the soupd of brush
breaking from the area where Sergeant Ibanez was sleeping. A later

2 Bearch party recovered his rifle and pack. In the morning a patrol

located a partial dental plate and blood Frail. The blooq trail
led along a path from his last known location to a nea;by v;}lage.
A search of the area turned up freshly dug foxholes with evidence
of recent occupancy and signs that someth;ng had been drgg?ed along
the trail. The partial plate was described by the unit’s dental
surgeon as identical to the teeth artificially replaced. Sergeant
Ibanez was never found.
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Sergeant Ibanez was initially declared missing. In March 1978, he
was declared dead/body not recovered. He was not reported alive in
the Vietnamese prison system by returning U.S. PQWs.

South Vietnam Robert L. Platt, Jr.
(0728)

er of a 101st
and destroy
mission in South Vietnam. Platt, reportedly wounded geveral times,
was left behind during his unit’s withdrawal. e jwas declared
missing.

In 1968, U.S. intelligence received a captured Vieg
apparently belonging to the 270th Transportati#on] Regiment of
Military Region 5, a unit operating in the area Prigaffe First Class
Platt was last seen. It noted that an American Prigaffe FPirst Class
had been captured on June 10, 1967 and that he digd pf his wounds

brought to his medical unit which was destroyed inja §.S. bombing.
The prisoner did not know if the American was kil}ed] or survived,
and this report was also thought to possibly pertgirg to Platt.

In March 1978, Private First Class Platt was declarpdfdead/body not
recovered. Returning U.S. POWs were unable Ro| provide any
information on his fate.

In January 1991, U.S. investigators in Vie interviewed
potential witnesses who were thought to be l¢ to provide
information about Platt. No new information on His} precise fate
was learned.

South Vietnam James Lee Van Bendegom
(0762)

On July 12, 1967, Private First Class Van Bendegpm and other
members of his 4th Infantry Division were on p 1 when they
engaged a hostile force in the Ia Drang Valley, ku Province.
PFC Van Bendegom was wounded and treated by a medjcd He was left
behind when his unit’s position was overrun, and h s captured.
According to other U.S. POWs released during Operatgi Homecoming,
it was rumored that PFC Van Bendegom was taken fromjPReiku Province
into Cambodia and was treated at a field hospita His name did
not appear on the PRG died in captivity list. e{was declared

dead/body not recovered in May 1973. Do
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In April 1989, a U.S. field team in Vietnam in
officers assigned to the B-3 Front, the People’s
theater headquarters in command of operations in
They were unable to provide any information on P
During 1952, U.S. investigators in Vietnam rece
describing the death of three Americans in capti
was correlated to PFC Van Bendegom.

iewed former
of Vietnam
iku Province.
an Bendegom.

information
ty. One death

North Vietnam Ronald N. Sittner
(0804)

Charles Lane, Jr.
(0805)

On August 23, 1967, PFirst Lieutenant Lane
commander, Captain Larry E. Corrigan (Case 0805),
of an F-4 aircraft on a strike mission agains
railroad yard. Their aircraft was hit by an ai
fired by a MIG-21 making it one of two aircraft
downed by MIG-21 missiles. Their aircraft was
crashed in Thai Nguyen Province, North Vietnam.
was captured alive and was repatriated during Operaf
Other members of their flight reported seeing threejp
the crewmen of the two downed aircraft. Three cl
heard as well as one weak beeper which was bedieved to be
associated with Lieutenant Lane. Captain Corri was the only
individual shot down who was able to establish voice contact with
those overhead. !

Upon his release, Captain Corrigan reported {s€eing another
individual moving around in his parachute, and elieved that
aircraft downing but did not specify the n

is aircraft
e the crewmen
he Yen Vien
-air missile
their flight
eved to have
ain Corrigan

beepers were

individual to be Lieutenant Lane. Ha Noi pre reported the
of crewmen

captured. In August 1968, U.S5. intelligence bel

Lane had been captured alive and that he was i

d Lieutenant
emy custody,
although his casualty status remained as missing

ction.

The other aircraft’s crew included Major Charl . Tyler and
Captain Ronald N. Sittner (0804). Major Tyler lan and was taken
pPrisoner. He, too, was released alive during Opera‘ion Homecoming.

In October 1973, Lieutenant Lane’s case was ] Lewed by the
Department of Defense at the request of his next kin, and his
- casualty status was changed to dead/body not rec ed. Captain
Sittner’'s case was reviewed at a later date, he was also
determined to be dead/body not recovered. Returni .S. POWs were
unable to confirm either individual alive in c ivity in the

northern Vietnamese prison system.

In November 1991, the Joint Task Force interviewed
downing of the two F-4 aircraft and the reported si

nesses to the

ing of either

e
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