North Vietnam Hexrbert . Brennan
Douglas C. Condit
(0928)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

South Vietnam Michael Millner
(0930)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Laos Gary H. Pors
(0947)

On December 22, 1967, Captain Fors and First Lieutenant Guy K.
Lashlee were the crewmen on an F-4B in a flight of two aircraft
over Laos. Just having released their bombs during a second pass
over the target, their aircraft was hit by hostile 37mm
antiaircraft fire and crashed east of Route 99, eight miles inside
Saravan Province. The crew of the second aircraft reported Captain
Fors and Lieutenant Lashlee had ejected safely but no one had any
radio contact with him. Lieutenant Lashlee was rescued but Captain
Fors could not be located by search and rescue aircraft driven off
by extremely heavy ground fire. Lieutenant Lashlee reported he did
not see Captain Fors chute deploy and had no contact with him. He
landed fifty meters from his aircraft’s point of impact. He
believed Captain Fors had died in the aircraft’s fireball.

During the war the next of kin of Captain Fors identified him in a
North Vietnamese photograph. After Operation Homecoming it was
determined this had been a misidentification.

Captain Fors was not seen alive in the northern Vietnamese prison
system and his remains have not been repatriated. Be was declared
missing at the time of his loss and in August 1980 was declared
killed in action, body not recovered.

North Vietnam Roger B. Innes
L.eonard M Lee
(0952)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.
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North Vietnam Edwin N. Osborne
Charles P. Claxton
Gerald G. VanBuren

Donald E. Fisher
Gordon J. Wenaas
Frank C. Parker, III
Jack McCrary
Wayne A. Eckley
Edward J. Darcy
James R. Williams
Gean P. Clapper
(0954)

In the early morning hours of December 29, 1967, a camouflaged C-
130E departed on a single aircraft f£flight for a clagszf;ed
operational mission over North Vietnam. The last contact with the
aircraft was at 0430 hours when the aircraft was in extreme
northwestern North Vietnam over a mountainous an densely forested
area 13 miles northwest of the town of Lai Chau. The aircraft did
not return from its mission and bad weather in the area hampered
search efforts. A two week search over the aircraft’s flight path
failed to disclose any evidence of the crew of the aircraft and the
crew was declared missing.

In November 1970, the co-chair of a private group, Cora Heigs,
passed a letter to State Department officials from Vietnam which
stated that Osborne, McCrary and Darcy had never been detained in
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on the precise fate of any
of the 11 crewmen missing from the C-130E. After Operation
Homecoming they were declared killed in action, body not reccvered,
based on a presumptive finding of death.

Laos Dennis C. Hamilton
Sheldon D. Schultz
Ernest F. Briggs, Jr.
John T. Gallagher
James D. Williamson
(0967)

On January 5, 1968, a UH-1D with a four man crew from the 176th
Aviation Co., 14th Aviation Bn., Americal Division, and one member
of the 5th Special Forces Command and Control Detachment was west
of Khe Sanh, South Vietnam, providing support to the insertion of
U.S. led cross-border forces into the Prairie Fire operational area
of Laos. While approaching a landing zone in Savannakhet Province,
the helicopter was hit by 37mm anti-aircraft fire. It began a nose
low vertical dive from an altitude of 4000 feet and no one was seen
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to eject before it impacted on the ground and burst into fire with
flames reaching a height of 20 feet. There were no radio
transmissions or beepers from the Crew or passenger after impact
and the five men on board the helicopter were declared missing in
action. Intense groundfire precluded any entry into the crash site

anyone had survived.

In December 1971 the CIA forwarded a report to DIA about the
sighting of American POWs in Laos. Cne report described four
Americans said to have been captured in South Vietnam as passing
through a way-station on the Ho Chi Minh Trail in mid-1970, Commo-
Liaison Station 12, approximately 25 kilometers southwest of
Tchepone, Savannakhet Province. The source pointed out a

Williamson was considered by other returnees as a "no show* in the
northern Vietnamese prison system and U.S. POWs returned during
Operation Homecoming had no information that anyone had survived
into captivity. However, one returnee reported having seen a
statement with the name Wwilliamson on it. After OQOperation
Homecoming the five men in this incident were declared dead/body
not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In 1974, a report was received about the sighting of aircraft
wreckage in Laos. The report was placed in the files of this and
one other incident in the same general area. 1In another report, a
Vietnamese refugee stated that two bodies were burned up in the
crash of a Cobra helicopter and that report was also placed in the

files of those associated with the two loss incidents in this
general area.

North Vietnam Ralph E. Foulks, Jr.
(0968)

On January 5, 1968, Lieutenant Poulks was in one of two aircraft in
a flight on a night strike mission over Ninh Binh Province, North
Vietnam. His aircraft disappeared while on this mission and there
was no known crash site, no radio transmission, no beeper and no
parachute. He was initially reported missing in action and in
November 1973 was declared dead/body not recovered.

During the war there were various reports of U.S. aircraft downed

in this area, often with reports of multiple crews or reports of
sightings correlated to other known incidents.
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i i i ietnam on December
utenant Foulks remains were repatriated by Vie 1
?;e 1988. According to Vietnam, Lieutenanp Fou%ks died on January
5 '1968 when his aircraft was hit over glnh Binh Province. The
pilot disintegrated with his aircraft. His Geneva Convention card
was recovered but it was later lost.

Vietnam Lerri Sykes
South Vi Richard R. Rehe

(0976 )

1968, Privates First Class Rehe and Sykeq were
r?lgmeearnsuaa 91:'1'1e 3rd'r Battalion, l_96t!'1 Ligl}t Infantry .Brn.gade ’
Americal Division, searching for missing unit RPrsonnel ln.Quang
Tin Province. Their unit was ambushed by geoplq & Army of Vlgpnam
forces and they became separateq from thelg unit. Both 591 iers
were reportedly wounded at the time, each hit up to fopr times in
the chest and shoulder by hostile fire. Both servicemen were
declared missing in action.

jority of missing Division servicemen captpred on January 8th
gﬁﬁ’%ﬁi we3; evacuated to a People’s AI?Y‘Mllltary Reglonbzh?og
camp. However, PFC Rehe, completely debilitated, was left in
in a village on the night of January 9th and was never seen again
by surviving POWs. PFC Sykes was lt_aft behind in a bunk?ti on
January 9th and was believed by returning POWs to have died ere
of severe blood loss.

icemen were categorized as missing in action until
?gfgasizriiif. POWs captured at the time 90nfi;med that_a}thogg%
seriously wounded, they had in fact survived into captivity ud
never reached the Military Region 5 POW camp. One returnee stateh
he was told by one of his captors that PFF Rehe and gykes had bot
died on January 9, 1968. After Operation Homecom%ng tpex wer:
declared dead/body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding o

death.

i U.S./Vietnamese investigations in Vietnam located and
gﬁtgﬁviewed individuals with knowledge of the fate of memberg of
the Americal Division captured on January 8-9,.1968. Interviews
during September 1992 of former Military Region 5 prison c:laxtl:p
officials provided information on the fate of those who survive ?
reach the prison. Witnesses testified that the precise location of
all graves was recorded after January 1973 and that 21 sifs od
remains of those who died at the prison were recovered wash? ' ;n
bagged at the end of 1978 or early 1979.and then sent to hlg ei
headquarters." Included in these remains were thoge of a hes
German man and woman who died in captivity. Remains of t gﬁe
captured at the same time as PFC’s Rehe and Sykes who reached the
pPrison camp alive, were repatriated in August 1985.
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South Vietnap

{0977
See Véssex 135 Discregangz Cases for Case summg
WI

Laos
Janes D. Cohron

(0984)

Fe on January 15, 19
68
Seen but thewe wés o éiéﬁfiﬁf?ﬁife area where ssg Cohron was last

conCluded th . : : Divies

captured al?ﬁethls ;gfoﬁmatﬁon indicates ssg Egiigﬁ“;as DIAB has
. . urt » R r

concerning SSG Cohron’s fate,er information hag been gb:aggég

So i
uth Vietnam William D, Johnson

(0997)

See Vesse 135 Discre an Cases for case s
Y pancy ummary.

North Vietnam
James A, Ketterer

Tilden S. Holl
(0998) Y

On January 20, 1968
: » Captain Hol i 3
were the crew in an F-4C, one gfw;aggigirSt " Satenant Xotterer

t of two aircraft over
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Quang Khe, Quang Binh Province. Their aircraft was hit by hostile
antiaircraft fire and crashed. The crew was not seen to eject but
a weak electronic beacon was heard for several seconds after the
crash. Both crewmen were initially declared missing in action.

One returning U.S. POW reported hearing the name "Holley" on Hanoi
Radio while at the Hanoi Hilton. Another returning U.S. POW stated
he saw the name "Holley" or "Holly" on a list of people confined at
the prison in late 1972 or early 1973. There was no reference to
the name Ketterer. No returning U.S. POW reported seeing either

alive in the Vietnamese prison system.

Captain Holley was declared dead/body not recovered in June 1978.

Michael Dunn
Norman E. Eidsmoe
(1004)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

North Vietnam

Cambodia Charles E. White
(1006)

On January 29, 1968, Sergeant First Class White was a member of a
covert cross border operations reconnaissance team from Forward
Base 2 (FOB 2) in South Vietnam. His team was inserted into
Ratanakiri Province in extreme northeastern Cambodia and three
kilometers inside Cambodia from Attopeu Province, Laos. His team
engaged hostile forces. While being extracted by helicopter,
Sergeant White fell from a rope harness approximately 200 feet into
a tall bamboo thicket. A ground team searching the area on January
31, 1968, found what appeared to be evidence of where he landed and
the area appeared to have been searched by hostile forces. There
was no sign of Sergeant White and no grave. He was initially
declared missing in action in the Republic of Vietnam. On February
23, 1968, his commanding officer wrote to his mother that Sergeant
White became missing while under heavy hostile fire near Khe Sanh
in South Vietnam although his circumstances of loss were falsified

until they were declassified in 1973.

Returning U.S. POWs were not able to provide any information
concerning his fate and he was not reported alive in the Vietnamese
or Cambodian prison system. His case was among others passed to
Khmer representatives at the United Nations in December 1975. The
representative stated there were no American prisoners in Cambodia
and the Cambodian government had no information about any missing
Americans. On April 6, 1978, Sergeant White was declared dead/body

not recovered.
APPENDIX 2 - SMITH 324 - Page 48



South Vietnam
Vernon 3z, Johns
(1028)

On February 3, 1968 i

’ Private Ppi
personnel carrj . . s1ISt Class John m
Mechanizedc;atéifig:mmgggngw;th the 25th Infantiyﬁgsﬁzgog'soiig
hosti ; ’ niantry, when hj i
ile forces in Binn Duong’ Province. me hwalss 1]1.1;;11:: ::B b
en

- 5 V Y

report that he There g
erroneous . was evacuated byt this was late::m sfoadntl:ttigé

g n

Vietnamese Office for i
. A Seeing Missj i
his remains. on Apri) ;%, 19;gg Americans had taken custody of

identified ag tho
identified as his.se of PFC Johns and the

South Vietn
am Harvey G. Brande

James W. Holt
_. James L. Moreland
wllliag G. McMurray, Jr.
Daniel R. Phillips
(1040)

One of eight missji
. 1ng men, Dennis R
s F » Th
urvived to be released from North VietnE:.111cm]1:,.1‘?1‘.:nMa‘r 1:3;5 lc;é}]%tured g
«+ During
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his debriefing he related that Thompson, Holt, and Phillips were
last known alive at Lang Vel before he lost contact with them.
Neither he nor any other returnee was able to provide information
on the eventual fate of the seven missing servicemen and they were

not known to have survived into captivity.

The seven missing Special Forces men were initially declared
missing. After Operation Homecoming they were all declared
dead/body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

South Vietnam Alan W.
L

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

North Vietnam Robert M. Elliott

(1049)
On February 14, 1968, Captain Elliott’s aircraft was hit by an
enemy surface to surface missile while conducting a bombing mission
against a railroad bridge in the area of Hanoi Municipality. There
was no beeper and there was the sighting of a possible parachute.
However, there was haze in the target area and visibility was poor.

During the war a People’s Army of Vietnam soldier described the
shoot down of an American aircraft over Ha Tay, a suburb of Hanoi.
The shoot down location compared favorably to the loss incident of
Captain Elliott. One airman was reportedly captured. Captain
Elliott was initially reported as missing in action. In June 1979

he was declared dead/body not recovered.

Captain Elliott’s identity card was turned over to U.S. officials
on April 6, 1988 together with a small gquantity of skeletal
remains, also reportedly belonging to Captain Elliott. The remains
were insufficient for positive identification and correlation to

Captain Elliott.

Laos John F. Hartzheim
Paul Lloyd Milius
(1062)

On February 27, 1968, Commander Milius was the pilot of an OP-2E
aircraft on an armed reconnaissance flight over the Steel Tiger
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operational area in the vicinity of the B i
C € an Karai Pass leadi
gor:h Vleg?aq into K@ammpuane Province, Laos. The aircraft}:gsfigg
ay n fo oding projectile. Five crewmen exited the rear of the
a;gﬁgﬁgﬁ.m u:;;iva.v:.ng lcr;e:w members reported Commander Milius,
' ¢+ Was last seen flying the aircraft d with
nose section in flames, but they believe he to baii oute
was able t
ﬁ;oi?erjifew'member%h?etty Officer John F. Hartzheim, w:sbzééogz:é
urvivors as either dying or dead at the ti i
crashed in Khammouane Province. A se on Februanlt Sraft
: . arch effort on
Operation Texas Crest, failed to locate Commande:’Mffgigary 29th,

reported that during infiltration his i
; . J unit captured a U.Ss.
;:thhaléurv1va1 radio. :pe approximately tiég of theU§§pt§§é°3:;
rc 968 but the precise location was not pPinpointed. This

report exis i 1lius’ fi i
hig. 1S8ts in Commander Milius file as pPossibly correlating to

Neither individual was ever re i rth
: g Ported alive in

z:etga@ese prison system and neither of their remaigz §§L bgzﬁ
patriated. Both have been declared dead/body not recovered

North Vietnam Gilbert s. Palmer, Jr.

Thomas T. Wright
(1063)

j?g iib?Fa% 2;5 u;z}sleé }ffa jor tl:;tlmer and Captain Wright were the crew
: - ched from orn Air Base Thailand, on a sj

g;rcraft photo Iission over Quang Binh Péovince, Ngrth Vi:tﬁgie

w.sielrere routine communications in route and the last contacé
i them was when they were given target clearance. There was no

In 1970, b1a received a report about th i i
_ \ r € sighting of an Ameri i
?njgaegt:?_ntge .H?::.:OJ. l;.ulillc Security Office.g 'I'h.i.'.'s::I report w::l;:f:c;g
right’'s file. 1In July 15971, a report was recei
a People’s Army of Vietnam defector deécribg;g the sightiggdbgr:ﬁ

individual was given a polygraph test amj

_ X and the ex i
view tha@ he believed the story. DiA felt at theniEJZEﬁgiﬁg :ﬁ:
Teport might correlate to Captain Wright. pra reevaluated the
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report in 1978 and based on information then available concluded
the report did not pertain to Captain Wright. One returnee
reported seeing a black American in jungle fatigues at a temporary
prison camp in Quang Binh Province in late May or early June 1968.
His sighting of the individual was for approximately 30 seconds.
The returnee selected a photograph of Captain Wright as one of
several possible correlations.

Returning U.S. POWs were unable to describe the final fate of the
two missing crewmen and after Operation Homecoming they were
declared killed in action, body not recovered, based on a

presumptive finding of death.

Robert W. Hunt
(1065)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

South Vietnam

James E. Hamm
(1086)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

South Vietnam

Laos Peter D. Hesford
Aubrey E. Stowers, Jr.
(1100)

On March 21, 1968, First Lieutenant Hesford and First Lieutenant
Stowers were the crewmen in an F-4D, one of a flight of two
aircraft on a night strike mission over Laos. A forward air
controller illuminated three trucks on a road and a second forward
air controller made passes in the target area, drawing heavy

automatic weapons fire.

The crew radioed they were "rolling in" and that was their last
transmission. Other aircraft observed 37mm anti-aircraft fire and
then a large explosion and fireball. A search of the area failed
to locate any survivors. There were no chutes and no beepers.
Both airmen were initially declared missing.

On September 17, 1968, the Pathet Lao spokesman in Vientiane, Laos,
Soth Phetrasy, stated that Lieutenant Hesford had been captured.

Lieutenant Hesford was declared dead/body not recovered, in June
1978. Lieutenant Stowers was declared dead/body not recovered, in
October 1979. Neither individual was identified alive in the Lao
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Oor Vietnamese prison system.

In April 1989, U.s. intelligence received a report of the recove

of remains with dog taq i ;
C g information associate i i
Stowers. No remains were actually provided. d with Lieutenant

Laos Charles G. Huston

George R. Brown
Alan L. Boyer

(1108)
On March 28, 1968, Sergeants Huston, Brown and Bo

Team Asp, a covert cross bo
rder reconnaiss
from Forward Base (FOB) 4, an element of tﬁgcit

repatriated. All three were initj
declared dead/body not recovered.lally e

In August 1984 a Lao refu

1 i igee reported three Ameri i

;.2 : Peo;':tle s Army c_>f Vietnam ambush in the arJé(;a%sf wl?;aemk;;l?d
gagement. The bodies were reportedly buried in the area P

South Vietnam Walter A. Cichon
(1112)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary

South Vietnam John W. Held
(1131)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary
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South Vietnam Philip R. Shafer
Arthur J. Lord
Charles W. Willard
Michael R. Werdehoff
(1132)

On April 19, 1968, Specialist 4th Class Shafer was crew chief on a
CH-54 helicopter carrying a bulldozer to Landing Zone Tiger located
in the A Shau Valley, Thua Thien Province, South Vietnam. OQCther
crew members included Captain Lord (aircraft commander), CW3
Willard (pilot), and Specialist 6th Class Werdehoff (flight
engineer). Approximately 1.5 kilometers from the landing zone
eyewitnesses reported an explosion in the cockpit of the helicopter
which caught fire and crashed at the base of a cliff, exploding.

There were no signs of survivors.

The crew was initially reported missing in action and after the war
was declared dead/body not recovered. Returning U.S. POWs were
unable to provide any information on their fate.

North Vietnam Jeffrey L. Harris
Bobby G. Vinson
Woodrow W. Parker, II
(1141)

On April 24, 1968, Lieutenant Colonel Vinson and First Lieutenant
Parker were the crewmen in an F-4D, one of two F-4 on a combat
mission over Bo Trach District, Quang Binh Province. They were
preparing to drop flares while the other aircraft remained above
them. They were last known descending to a lower altitude when a
large fireball was observed on the ground. There were no
parachutes seen and neither beepers or other communications from
the crew. Both crewmen were initially reported as missing in

action.

In December 1972 a former member of the Vietnam People’s Army
reported an American F-~4, one of two dropping flares over Quang
Binh Province, was hit by anti-aircraft fire and crashed. Both
crewmen were reportedly killed in their aircraft. Their bodies
were recovered from the crash site and buried nearby.

A JCRC field investigation in Vietnam during April 1990 located
witnesses who described the crash of a U.S. jet aircraft and the
recovery of human remains from the crash site which appeared to
correlate to this case. A document provided by Vietnamese
officials to the Joint Casualty Resolution Center during a field
investigation in Vietnam during January-February 1991 described the
shoot down of an aircraft and death of the crewmen which appeared
to correlate to this loss incident.
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North Vietnam
Robert p,

unab]l : :
e to lecast any siem B uang B P;ov1nce. SAR forces were
Returning U.s .
+S. POWs o
:;g?tual faFe of the?i;:»?nable g
presarEd' killed in actién Afper
umptive finding of death’ body

In January 199
. 1’ a U-So ] 3
and revieieq archival dogzggn:: Vietnam vigjteq Bo Trach pist
. lstrict

of an A-6A on On
May 3 . € documen ;
19 Y 1968 ; t list th .
on oS+ Tesearchers at il wml}ﬁg Both crewmen aied In “Tuly
ary Reqj T uly

buried j; . i
in Quang Nipp District frtmff:??;%fsted Robert p, Avery as

POW/MIA Affairs,

returnin ' i
9 U.S. POWs were unabie tgunng_ gperation Homecoming and

his fate r
. ° -
recovered. In May 1979, RanSbottop vide any information about
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Joseph E. Davies
Glen D. McCubbin
(1182)

North Vietnam

On May 19, 1968, Captain Davies and First Lieutenant McCubbin were
the crew in an F-4B from Ubon Air Base, Thailand and leader of a
flight of two aircraft on a night armed reconnaissance mission over
Bo Trach District, Quang Binh Province. The number two aircraft in
the flight expended its ordmance and departed to return to Ubon.
The number two aircraft’s crew reported seeing three explosions on
the ground and believed Captain Davies’ aircraft had dropped its
ordnance and would be joining them on the return flight to Ubon.
Captain Davies’ aircraft never returned from the mission and the
crew was declared missing in action. A Dbeeper and voice
transmission from the general area of a search for them was later
determine not to be either Captain Davies or Lieutenant McCubbin

but someone else.

Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information
concerning the specific fate of Captain Davies and Lieutenant
McCubbin. After Operation Homecoming both crewmen were declared
dead/body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death,.

In December 1988, a joint U.S./Vietnamese team visited Bo Trach
District and interviewed witnesses concerning this incident.
Witnesses described the crash of an aircraft correlating to this
incident which included the wartime recovery of human remains from
the crash site. One witness described the recovery of two dog tags

of Davies.

In August 1991 the crash site was excavated and biologic evidence
was recovered and returned to the U.S. for Analysis. In October
1991, U.S. investigators forwarded information from Bo Trach
District combat records recording the downing of an F-4C on May 18,
1968, and the death of two crewmen. This record was believed

associated with this loss incident.

Laos John Q. Adam
Jerry L. Chambers
Calvin C. Glover
Thomas E. EKnebel
William H. Mason
William T. McPhail
Thomas B. Mitchell
Gary Pate
Melvin D. Rash
(1187)

On May 22, 1968, a camouflaged C-130 departed Ubon with a crew of
eight and one passenger from Nakhon Phanom Air Base on a routine
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night flare mission over Saravan Province. The last contact with
the aircraft was a 2055, Fifteen minutes later another aircraft’s

were of the view the circular fire resembled that of a crashed
aircraft. The crew was declared missing. There was no evidence of
any parachutes or beepers and no mayday calls.

Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information about
the eventual fate of the crew. After Operation Homecoming they
were declared killed in action, body not recovered, based on a
presumptive finding of death.

In June 1989, a source turned in the drawing of an identity card
and restricted area access card with the name of Gary Pate.

In August 1989, a Vietnamese Ssource provided dog tag information
from a member of an ethnic minority'residing in South Laos together
with a photograph reportedly showing human remains at an unknown

information associated with Pate. The source stated he had
received the information from a central Vietnamese who located the
dog tag while looking for incense wood near Hue City, South
Vietnam, and had instructed the source to provide the information
to the U.S. government upon his arrival in Bangkok. 1In October
1991, U.s. investigators in Vietnam were provided dog tag
information and a bone fragment reportedly of Gary Pate. The
Vietnam resident turning over the material to U.S8. investigators

South Vietnam Walter R. Schmidt, Jr.

(1205)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

North Vietnam Edward R. Silver
Bruce E. Lawrence
(1222)

On July 5, 1968, Major Silver and First Lieutenant Lawrence were
the crew of an F-4C on a night armed reconnaissance mission over
North Vietnam. Their aircraft was hit by hostile anti-aircraft
fire. Their wingman observed their aircraft turn into a large
fireball with streaks of fire trailing out of the bottom, followed
by a second smaller explosion. There were no parachutes observed
and no beepers heard. Intense hostile fire prevented a daylight
search of the area. Both airmen were declared missing in action.

APPENDIX 2 - SMITH 324 - Page 57

i i i i d seeing a
During Operation Homecoming, a returnlpg POW reportg L
propagané; film which included the showing of a body in a flight
suit. The returnee was "almost positive* the name strip on the

suit was "Silver."

i i f the missing
0 returning U.S. POW was able to report elther.o ) _
grewmen in géptivity. Both were later qeclared_kllled in action,
body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

David S. Greiling
(1234)

North Vietnam

24, 1968, Lieutenant Commander Greiling was the Rllot.of an
gf?i?ﬁi a'night'combat mission over North.vleﬁnam. His wingman
observed him fly into a mountain and saw his alrcgaft explpdetgn
impact. There was no parachute seen. cheg aircraft in te
mission bombed the site of the crash, thinking 1F was the targe .
Villagers reported finding disintegrated remains several days
later.

i iling’s identity card
During the war, a photograph of Commander Grell}ng s i L
was lgcated in'the Seaman’s Club in Hai Phogg in July 1969. This
led to his eventual reclassification from missing to POW.

i i information on
Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any in
Commandeg Greiling’s eventual fate. In September 1973 he was
declared killed in action, body not recovered, based on a
presumptive finding of death.

A recent joint U.S/Vietnamese investigation of Major Grelllngﬁs
crash site led to the recovery of evidence of an A~-7A cr@sh: T g
recovered material, including parts of the ejection seat, indicate

the pilot did not eject prior to the crash.

William J. Thompson
Joseph S. Ross
(1243)

North Vietnam

8, Major Thompson and First Lieutenant Ross were
gEeAgggito%'aiag-iD, éLe in alélight of two aircraft f;om Da Nang
Air Base, South Vietnam. Their wingman observed the flight lgade§
drop flares which illuminated a group of trucgs on the grogn and
Major Thompson rolled in on the target. The wingman next o serve
an explosion on the ground within 100 feet of the target and étdfgs
evident that Major Thompson'’'s aircraft had impacted and explole _tn
an area approximately 47 kilometers southwest.of the coasta zl'y
of Dong Hoi and 1500 meters northeast of the village of Ban Ka o;.
There were no chutes or beepers noted in the ten minutes the
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night flare mission over Saravan Province Th i
] L . e last contact h
the aircraft was a 2055: Fifteen minutes later another aircra?ifs

were of the view the circular fire resembled th

; at of a cr
aircraft. The crew was declared missing. There was no evidenizhgg
any parachutes or beepers and no mayday calls.

Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any i i
informat

the eventual fage of the crew. After Operatz;n Homecqigﬁgaigg;

were dec}areqlkllled in action, body not recovered based on a

presumptive finding of death. '

In June 1989, a source turned in the wi i i

and restricted area access card with t%;?ﬁﬁgi Z§ Z:r;qggtzty card
In August 1989, a Vietnamese Source provided dog tag infoémation
f;om,a member of an ethnic minority residing in South Laos together
with a photograph reportedly showing human remaing at an unknown

information associated with Pate. The source

received the. information from a central Vietnamese :h%ag.?ﬁ:at]:d l't‘:llé':g
d?g tag while looking for incense wood near Hue City, South
Vietnam, and had instructed the source to provide the inféfmation
to the U.S. government upon his arrival in Bangkok. 1In October
1991, U.S. investigators in Vietnam were provided dog tag
1pformatlon.and a2 bone fragment reportedly of Gary Pate. The
Vietnam resident turning over the material to U.8. investigators

South Vietnam Walter R. Schmidt, Jr.

(1205)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

North Vietnam Edward R. Silver
Bruce E. Lawrence
(1222)

On July 5, 1968, Major Silver and First Lieutenant Lawrence were
the crew of an F-4C on a night armed reconnaissance mission over
North Vletqam.. Their aircraft was hit by hostile anti-aircraft
f%re. Thglr wingman observed their aircraft turn into a large
fireball with streaks of fire trailing out of the bottom, followed
by a second smaller explosion. There were no parachuteé observed
and no beepers heard. Intense hostile fire prevented a daylight
search of the area. Both airmen were declared missing in action.
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During Operation Homecoming, a returning POW reported seeing a
propaganda film which included the showing of a body in a flight
suit. The returnee was "almost positive* the name strip on the

suit was "Silver."

No returning U.S. POW was able to report either of the missing
crewmen in captivity. Both were later declared killed in action,
body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

David S. Greiling
(1234)

North Vietnam

On July 24, 1968, Lieutenant Commander Greiling was the pilot of an
A-7A on a night combat mission over North Vietnam. His wingman
observed him fly into a mountain and saw his aircraft explode on
impact. There was no parachute seen. Other aircraft in the
mission bombed the site of the crash, thinking it was the target.
Villagers reported finding disintegrated remains several days
later.

During the war, a photograph of Commander Greiling’'s identity card
was located in the Seaman’s Club in Hai Phong in July 1969. This
led to his eventual reclassification from missing to POW.

Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information on
Commander Greiling’s eventual fate. In September 1973 he was
declared killed in action, body not recovered, based on a
presumptive finding of death.

A recent joint U.S/Vietnamese investigation of Major Greiling’'s
crash site led to the recovery of evidence of an A-~7A crash. The
recovered material, including parts of the ejection seat, indicated
the pilot did not eject prior to the crash.

William J. Thompson
Joseph S. Ross
(1243)

North Vietnam

On August 1, 1968, Major Thompson and First Lieutenant Ross were
the crew of an F-4D, one in a flight of two aircraft from Da Nang
Air Base, South Vietnam. Their wingman observed the flight leader
drop flares which illuminated a group of trucks on the ground and
Major Thompson rolled in on the target. The wingman next observed
an explosion on the ground within 100 feet of the target and it was
evident that Major Thompson'’'s aircraft had impacted and exploded in
an area approximately 47 kilometers southwest of the coastal city
of Dong Hoi and 1500 meters northeast of the village of Ban Katoi.
There were no chutes or beepers noted in the ten minutes the
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wingman orbited the burning wreckage. Both crewmen were declared
missing in action.

On March 30, 1973, a returning U.S. POW reported he saw the name
"Ross" written on a wall at the "Heartbreak" POW camp in Hanoi. 1In
1978, a U.S. Air Force compendium of names providing by returning
U.S. POWs correlated the name "Ross" to First Lieutenant Joseph S.
Ross. However, the source of the names and its meaning was never
determined, no returning U.S: POWs had any knowledge of the fate of
the two crewmen, and they were never reported alive in the northern
Vietnamese prison system. After Operation Homecoming, both airmen
were declared dead/body not recovered, based on a presumptive
finding of death.

In January 1992, the Defense Department provided a preliminary
analysis of Vietnamese list of combat air defense operations in
Quang Binh Province. Included in the list was a reference to the
shoot down on August 1, 1968, of an F-4 aircraft.

South Vietnam Donald R. Fowler
Steven M. Hastings
Peter J. Russell
William Fernan
(1244)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

North Vietnam Terrin D. Hicks
(1248)

On August 15, 1968, Captains Terrin D. Hicks and Joseph F. Shanahan
departed Udorn Royal Thai Air Porce Base in an RF-4C on a solo
photo reconnaissance mission over North Vietnam. About 0805 hours,
the last radar contact was made with Capt Hicks’ aircraft. The
plane was hit by enemy ground fire and lost in an area
approximately 12 kilometers southwest of Quang Khe, Quang Binh
Province. Captains Hicks and Shanahan ejected successfully and
descended by parachute but were not recovered. Both airmen were
declared missing in action.

Captain Shanahan was captured and incarcerated in North Vietnam.
During his Homecoming debriefing, he related he saw Captain Hicks’
parachute on the ground and heard Captain Hicks make a "Mayday"
call on his survival radio. Captain Hicks was alive on the ground
at this time. Captain Shanahan landed in the backyard of a village
hut and was immediately captured. As Captain Shanahan was led
away, he heard continuous small arms fire from the direction where
Captain Hicks had landed. Approximately 10 minutes later, Captain
Shanahan was given Captain Hicks’ boots to wears as his boots had
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been taken from him after his capture. Later, an interrogator told
Captain Shanahan that Captain Hicks was alive and being treated in
the Dong Hoi hospital for a broken leg. Captain Shanahan said he
had personal reservations about the truthfulness of this statement.

During the November 1985 JCRC technical meeting in Hanoi,
Vietnamese officials passed Captain Hicks military identification
card and Geneva Convention card to U.S. officials. The Vietnamese
stated that Captain Hicks’ remains were no longer recoverable.

On December 4, 1985, Vietnam released seven sets of remains to US
custody. Vietnamese officials associated one set of remains with
Captain Hicks but none of the seven sets of remains could be
identified as his.

On June 17 and 21, 1989, a joint U.S./Vietnamese investigation team
conducted an investigation of the reported crash of an American
aircraft in Cu Nam village, Bo Trach District, Binh Tri Thien
(formerly Quang Binh) Province. According to the witness
interviewed, an RF~4C aircraft was shot down over the village in
the fifth Lunar month of 1968. Both pilots ejected; one was
captured immediately, the other was shot to death when he resisted
capture, and he was buried near where he fell. The team surveyed
the burial location and used a metal detector to attempt to locate
the specific burial site, but was not successful. On 5 May 1990 a
second Joint team travelled to Cu Nam village to discuss
excavation of Capt Hicks burial site. The wvillage officials
claimed not to know if the repatriated remains which could not be
identified as those of Captain Hicks had been taken from the
reported burial site and they were unable to locate the site.
Three other possible burial locations were suggested from Quang
Binh Province records.

South Vietnam Humberto Acosta-Rosario
(1258)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

South Vietnam Dallas R. Pridemore
(1274)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.
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South Vietnam Earl E. Shark
(1277}

(f)grlihiepltsembt g;u ;368,3 :siergpleant t Shark was serving as the point man
r atoon, C Compan lst Battali
Infantry, 1st Infaﬂtry Division. As T artalion, 28th
: . . the platoon advanced i
approximately 6 kilometers northeast of th 2p a hill
Be (formerly Binh Long) Province i ,-he town of Loc Ninh, Song
fire. The radio operator with Sé 1§n op o ame der intense enemy
p t Shark radioed th
both been hit. The platoon leadrge : 1oe at they had
iy : er and his radio
e eithin 5-10 meters of Sergeant Shark. fThey conid Lon oo

a bunker in front of Sergeant Shark
gﬁilifhort and exploded closer to Sergeagt Shark tﬁﬁanﬁggzﬁgzie
enoughri%ngzzzgt Sflfomk the platoon leader’s grenade was closé
ark to set off the smoke gren
sgfgﬁgnt Shark’s web gear but Sergeant Sﬁiﬁﬂ:aiziliFt;:gzd :g
ary movement. Due to heavy enemy fire, the platoon leader

and his radio operator we . .
Sergeant Shark.P re forced to withdraw without retrieving

On September 15, 1968, the unit was able to reach the area where

Sgt Shark was last seen.
ground or air search. However, he could not be located by

2i;523gg ierlously'wounded, Sergeant Shark apparently was alive and
the. bed, or several.dgys. His name and date of death appeared on
Reoo Die in Captivity list provided by the Provisional
ionary government of South Vietnam on Janu 27, 1973
Sergeant Shark’s date of death was given as Septemb:gaasss' .

Intelligence reports that have be
Inte €n correlated to
igfigzﬁﬁgtgﬁz Sergiagy Sha;k died of his wounds andsiiggiggaiggi:
C amputation of one of his legs about fi
2;: izgg‘;rt‘:élyﬂi fl?p:gentlg d;‘.egh at K10l Dispensary i;v%afnizgi:fgsg
i west o e i i i
yet been recovered and repatriated?ospltal. 71 remains have not

Laos Ieighton L. Paul
Edgar F. Davis
(1279)

On September 17, 1968, Pa i
) ’ ul and Davis were the crew in -
zgégin:gggaggé i:ﬁ? pdorn Air Base, Thailand on a single ggrgiaég
: sion over Laos. Their ai £ i
hostile anti-aircraft fire i heast of wehas DY
- ‘ I an area southeast of T
Eﬁ:i;iiggeﬁaﬁfovi??fo Their aircraft began to break up a:geggﬁfr
+ ordere avis to eject, then ejecting himself 4
_ : « The t
of ejection system employed on the aircraft adiomatically e?éczgg
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the navigator after the pilot’s ejection.

Paul, the aircraft’s pilot, ejected safely. He made contact with
SAR forces and was rescued. There was no contact with Captain
Davis and he was declared missing in action. A second electronic
beeper heard at the time could not be pinpointed due to the
overriding beeper signal from the pilot

Returning U.S. POWs has no information on Captain Davis’s fate. In
March 1979 he was declared killed in action, body not recovered,
based on a presumptive finding of death.

In December 1984, the Joint Casualty Resolution Center staff in
Thailand interviewed a Lao source who had been incarcerated at the
Tchepone reeducation camp after 1975. The source reported wreckage
of a U.S. jet aircraft in the area which was said to have been shot
down in 1967. There were two crewmen who bailed out from the
aircraft and one was rescued. Pecple‘s Army of Vietnam forces
killed the other airman whose body was buried in the area by local
civilians. JCRC concluded this report possibly correlated to this

loss incident.

North Vietnam Domenick A. Spinelli
(1294)

On 30 September 1968, Lieutenant JG Larry J. VanRenselaar and
Lieutenant Domenick A. Spinelli were the crew of an A-6A aircraft
which departed the U.S.$ Constellation in a flight of three
aircraft. The flight was assigned to acquire and destroy moving
targets just south of 19 degrees North Latitude over North Vietnam.
Two hostile surface to air missiles, one high and one law, were
observed by other flight members to explode near Spinelli’'s
aircraft. About 20 seconds later a third explosion was observed
and it 1lit up the horizon. At this point the flight was
approximately nine kilometers southwest of Phu Dien Chau, Nghe Tinh

(Formerly Nghe An) Province.

No parachutes were sighted and no distress beepers were heard. All
subsequent search and rescue efforts were futile. A Radio Hanoi
broadcast on October 1, 1968, stated than an A-6 aircraft had been
shot down over Nghe An Province. Lieutenant Spinelli’s A-6A
aircraft was the only one shot down on September 10, 1968, over
Nghe An Province. Both airmen were declared missing in action.

During Operation Homecoming, a returnee, Lieutenant Tangeman,
stated that he knew the name Spinelli but he did not know him as a
POW. In the late 1970s, Tangeman was visited by Spinelli’s next of
kin. During that visit, he finally recalled why he recognized the
name;both he and Lieutenant Spinelli had been at the same naval air
training facility before going to Vietnam. Lieutenant Spinelli’s
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Noxrth Vietnam

After Operation Homecoming they were declared killed in action,
body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

Bradley G. Cuthbert
Mark J. Ruhling
(1327)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

San D. Francisco

North Vietnam
Joseph C. Morrison

(1329)
See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.
Laos Russell D. Galbraith
(1339)

On December 11, 1968, Captains Galbraith and Barlan J. Drewry were
the crew of an RF-4C on a reconnaissance mission over Savannakhet
Province. Captain Galbraith later described feeling a thump and
losing control of the aircraft. Captain Drewry ejected safely and
was rescued but reported he did not see Captain Galbraith exit the
The aircraft crashed into an area approximately 65

aircraft.
kilometers northwest of Tchepone.

Captain Drewry was declared missing in action. Returning U.S. POWs
In August 1978 he was

had no information on his precise fate.
declared dead/body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of

death.

Laos Francis J. McGouldrick
Thomas W. Dugan
(1341)

John S. Albright, II
Joseph P. Fanning
Fred L. Clarke
Morgan J. Donahue
Samuel F. Walker, Jr.
(1340)

On December 13, 1968, a C-123K (Case 1340) collided in mid-air with
The aircraft wreckage crashed into an area

& B-57E (Case 1341).
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approximately 47 kilometers northwest of the to

- - m o
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ilot'e': through the cockpit window after finding the co'
P seat empty and fire coming into the cockpit from th;

alrcrews. After Operation Homecoming they were eventually declared

killed, bodv not
death .’ Y not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of

From 1968 through 1971, the i i
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and appellate review authorit

} : : Y over such report i
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elsewhere were determined by DIA by 1987 to have been the result of
an active measures disinformation program by the state security
apparatus of Laos and Vietnam which achieved various objectives,
including manipulation of the POW/MIA issue. Such hostile
intelligence efforts had directly targeted the Lao neutralist
faction as a conduit for the disinformation. DIA determined it was
the neutralist groups and others in Thailand who had been, and
still continue to be, conduits for hostile intelligence managed
disinformation which eventuaily reaches private POW/MIA hunters and

next of kin.

In 1982, a source reported information about a wartime crash of a
C-130 in the area of this loss incident. Human remains were
reportedly recovered and buried during the war. In 1986 the
wreckage was located and the tail number determined to be that of
the C~123K (Case 1340). In March 1990, Lao officials reported that
civilians had recovered human remains from a B-57/C-123 crash site
located on a karst in the area of this loss incident.

Laos Michael Bouchard
(1345)

On December 19, 1968, Lieutenant Commander Bouchard and Lieutenant
Robert W. Colyar were the crew in an A-6A launched from the U.S.S.
Constellation for a night visual bombing run in Laos and under the
control of a forward air controller. Their aircraft received a
direct hit from anti-aircraft fire while flying at an altitude of
7000 feet. An explosion and flash of fire swept the cockpit area
and the aircraft crashed, several small explosions occurring on
board prior to its impact in an area approximately 600 meters west
of Route 92 and 55 kilometers southeast of Tchepone, Savannakhet

Province.

Flares dropped in the area disclosed one good parachute and beepers
were heard. However, Lieutenant Colyar’s beeper signal overrode
the second probable beeper signal. The last information £from
Commander Bouchard was that he was injured and had second degree
burns. Contact was established with Lieutenant Colyar who was all
right on the ground and was later rescued but did not know if

Commander Bouchard had ejected.

The suspected crash site was surveyed in May 1990 and personal
artifacts and aircraft parts were located. A witness described

having seen skeletal remains at the sight some years ago. In
September 1990 the aircraft parts were confirmed to have come from
an 2A-6. A July 1991 crash site survey failed to locate any

remains. However witnesses were located who described the crash,
the aircraft braking in half with half of it falling into a river.
One body was found at the time and reportedly buried. Although the
survey led to a conclusion that they had located the wreckage of an
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ground below. There was a two second emergency beeper ten minutes

later but its precise location could not be fixed. PFurther efforts

to locate both individuals were not successful.

On December 24th a Vietnam People’s Army unit radioed it had shot
down an aircraft and the pilot had bailed out. Ground forces later
reported seeing the pilot bailing out of a reconnaissance aircraft.
In another report, a People’s Army unit described a rescue attempt
on December 25th in which a helicopter with someone on a ladder was
also shot down and there was a report that an attempt would be made
to capture the pilot with no indication if he’d been captured.
These reports, associated with Khammouane Province, were placed in

the MIAs files.

Both individuals were declared missing. Returning U.S. POWs were
not aware of their precise fate. Several years after Operation
Homecoming both were declared dead/body not recovered, based on a

presumptive finding of death.

Laos Robert F. Coady
(1363)

Mid-morning on January 1B, 1967, Captain Coady was the pilot of an
A-1H, the number two aircraft in a flight of four on a combat
support mission approximately five miles south~southeast of
Tchepone, Savannakhet Province. His aircraft made a shallow dive
on a target, was hit by hostile fire during the dive, and crashed
with wings level into a wooded hillside within ten meters of the
source of the ground fire, exploding on impact. He was not
observed to parachute from the aircraft and no beeper was heard.

A SAR effort located no evidence of him.

In 1971, Captain Coady’'s sister viewed a film depicting U.S. POWs
in North Vietnam during Christmas 1969. She also believed she’'d
seen his picture in a photo album the U.S. Navy had provided her.
DIA has determined that all those in the 1969 film have been
positively identified and Captain Coady is not in either the film
or photos prepared of individuals depicted in the movie.

Upon his early release from prison in 1969, one U.S. POW reported
having heard of a POW named either Bill Cody or Cote but never saw
an individual with that name and could provide no other information
about the individual. In 1978 the U.S. Air Porce correlated this
to Robert T. Coady but there is no basis for such a correlation and
no other returnee from North Vietnam ever provided such a name. 1In
July 1974 he was declared dead/body not recovered, based on a

Presumptive finding of death.

In July 1992 Captain Coady’s crash site was investigated by a joint
U.S./Vietnamese team and the team interviewed witnesses concerning
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the circumstances of the crash. One source described having

recovered Coady’s dog tag and other personal artifacts in 19890
while scavenging for metal at the crash site. During July 1992
personal artifacts and surface wreckage recovered permitted a
tentative correlation of the site to Captain Coady’s aircraft crash

site. The recovered material also suggested Captain Coady did not
exit his aircraft before it crashed.

.

Laos Russell K. Utley
Daniel E. Singleton
(1366)

On January 26, 1969, Major Utley and First Lieutenant Singleton
were the crew in an F-4E, the lead aircraft in a flight of four on
a strike mission over Savannakhet Province. At 0017 hours, there
was an explosion on the ground during a strike on ground targets
and it was evident that Major Utley’s aircraft had crashed. There
weére no parachutes or beepers, and efforts to contact the crew by
radio were unsuccessful. Both airmen were declared missing.

captured. Later, a People’s Army unit became more specific when it
reported that it one of its elements had hit an F-4 on the night of
the 25th. They found the Pilot’s collar (sic), the pilot was dead,
and the aircraft had burned completely. Major Utley’s loss
incident was the only incident on January 26th and both People’s
Army of Vietnam reports appeared to describe the same incident.
Returning U.S> POWs did not report the missing airmen in captivity.

After Operation Homecoming, they were declared dead/body not
recovered.

Laos Larry J. Stevens
(1383)

On February 14, 1969, Lieutenant JG Stevens was the pilot of an A-
4C on a night strike mission over Laos. His aircraft was hit by
hostile anti-aircraft fire at an altitude of 10,000 feet. His
wingman’s aircraft was also damaged but he managed to fly his
aircraft out over the coast, eject, and was rescued.

U.S. aircrews reported two explosions at the time Lieutenant
Steven’s aircraft was hit and a forwarded air controller cbserved
his aircraft impact with no parachute observed and no beeper.

Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information on the

eventual fate of Lieutenant Stevens who was declared killed in
action, body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of
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death.

In 1991, information was provided to next of kin throqgh %;:vzzi
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North Vietnam (1388)

See Vessey Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Cristos C. Bogiages, Jr.
naos (1387)
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i name was passed to North Vietnamese offic
Iilg;gragggé..a Sg .e soffici&nls were told through a private activist group,
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COLIAFAM, that Major Bogiages had never been detained in Vietnam.
He was initially listed as missing in action. After Operation
Homecoming he was declared dead/body not recovered, based on a
presumptive finding of death.

In November 1982 a hearsay report was received about a F-105 crash
near Phone Savan in which the pilot was killed and buried nearby.
In April 1986 another report was received about a June 1969 crash
of an F-105. The Pathet Lao ordered local villagers to bury the
badly burned body of an American who fell out of the aircraft
before it crashed. 1In August 1988, a report was received about a
May 1969 crash of an F-105, one of two bombing a target. The
aircraft crashed while pulling off the target. One badly burned
body was seen in the wreckage. In January 1989, additional hearsay
information about a wartime crash in which two crewmen reportedly
died. These reports might have pertained to one of several
incidents and were placed in the files of each loss. 1In April 1991
a U.S5. citizen faxed a list of MIA to JCRC which had been
originated by a resident of Thailand. Major Bogiages name was on
the list but the meaning of the list was unclear,

South Vietnam John T. McDonnell
(1402)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Laos Carter P. Luna
(1405)

On March 10, 1969, Lieutenant Colonel Luna and Captain Aldis P.
Rutyna were in one of a flight of two F-4D aircraft on a combat
mission over Laos. Their aircraft was hit by hostile ground fire
while over the Route 9112/9116 road junction. The JCRC currently
carries them as lost over Savannakhet Province and the Defense
Intelligence Agency carries them as lost over Khammouane Province.

Both crewmen ejected and landed safely. Both were in voice contact
with search and rescue aircraft and reporting enemy ground fire
close to their position. Communications was lost with Lieutenant
Colonel Luna one hour later. The two crewmen landed on top of
enemy forces and for the next two hours, Captain Rutyna served as
a forward air controller calling in airstrikes on surrounding
hostile forces. Captain Rutyna was rescued at that point, three
hours after his shoot down.

Lieutenant Colonel Luna was not seen alive in the northern
Vietnamese prison system. He was initially declared missing and in
August 1975 was declared dead/body not recovered.
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Laos David Dinan
(1408)

On March 17, 1969, First Lieutenant Dinan was the pilot of an F-
105, one of two aircraft in a flight on a strike missiog over Xieng
Khouang Province in northern Laos. On his second stafflng run over
the target, Lieutenant Dinan radioced he believed he was hit and h%s
cockpit was filling with smoke. He was able to eject from his
aircraft and the crewman of another aircraft on the scene reported
Lieutenant Dinan had waved to him from his parachute. A forward
air controller observed his parachute enter the jungle and heard a
beeper but was unable to establish either voice contact or a visual
sighting of him once he had landed.

Approximately one hour later his parachute was located_in tall
trees. A pararescue specialist was lowered and reported L;gutenant
Dinan was killed;the parachute had shredded when it went into the
tall trees on a hillside slope and the pilot’s body had been
dismembered. Lieutenant Dinan’s body could not be recovered due to
darkness and the hazardous location of his landing area. In March
1969 Lieutenant Dinan was declared dead/body not recovered.

In May 1983, the Joint Casualty Resolution Center received a report
about the 1969 crash of a U.S. aircraft in the area where
Lieutenant Dinan was lost. The pilot was reportedly captured after
landing. This report was placed in Lieutenant Dinan’s file due to
the coincidence of time and location in the report.

Laos Frederick W. Hess
(1418)

On March 29, 1969, First Lieutenant Hess and Captain Will%am_J.
Popendorf were the crew in an F-4D on an herbicidal spray mission
in the Ban Laboy area of Khammouane Province. At an altitude of
200 feet and at a possible air speed of 500 knots there was an
explosion in the left rear of the aircraft. Their aircraft went
into a shallow climb and at 500-600 feet it began to roll to the
left and then crashed in the area of Route 915. There were no
chute or beepers. However, Captain Popendorf then radioed that he
was alive on the ground with a broken arm and right leq. He was
subsequently rescued.

Captain Popendorf reported that he heard Lieutenapt Hess eject
prior to his own ejection from the aircraft. Captain Popendorf’s

Parachute was not fully deployed when he landed but.had ?een
snagged in a tree. Lieutenant Hess was declared missing in action.

In 1972 the Defense Attache Office in Vientiane, Laos, forwarded
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the results of the Exploitation Team Proje

I - Ct - ~
;ﬁtgfrogatlon of a People’s Army of Vietnam sJidiéL desciiigng3t§é
pPril or May 1970 shoot down of an F-4H aircraft over the Binh Tram
3} area ?f operation. There was a parachute and seat and in the
aircraft’s wreckage. This report was placed in Lieutenant Hess'’
file due to the similarity in loss location.

?ezurning U.S. POWs had no information on Lieutenant Hess’ precise
ate. In May 1979 he was declared killed in action, body not
ITecovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In February 1984, the Joint Casualty Resolution i i
reported information from a privatéyU.S. citizenciﬁtgia;?azgé11;22
source asserted that the Lao “resistance" had recovered artifacts
f;om Seno DlSF;lCt, Savannakhet Province, including a skull and
ring and associated this material with Lieutenant Hess.

South Vietnam William C. Pierson, III

(1425)

On April 13, 1969, Warrant Officer Pierson i i
Ledford were crewmen on an AH-1G aircraft makafr?g (;;Pt;at‘:inacil;ti gn
an enemy gun Qosition in Quang Nam Province. While at an
approximate alt':z.tude of 500 feet and in a 45 degree dive, an
accompanying aircraft pilot saw their aircraft hit by hoé%ile
ground fire. He also described seeing the pilot’s compartment
Separate from the aircraft and disintegrate as it fellp Both
crewmen were initially reported missing in action. -

Captain Ledford’s remains were recov i
| ] ered on April 20, 1 .
gairgnt Officer Pierson was declared dead/body ngi recovéfedgsgn
Ctober 1378. U.S. POWs returned alive during Operation Homecoéing

were unable to provide an inf i
Officer Pierson.p \'4 ormation on the fate of Warrant

South Vietnam Charles V. Newton

Charles F. Prevedel
Douglas E. Dahill
(1428)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Cambodia Jerry M. Shriver
(1431)

On April 24, 1969, Sergeant First Class Shriver was a member of the
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5th Special Porces Group Command and Control South with & 25 man
Vietnamese/U.S. reconnaissance control in a covert cross border
operation into Cambodia. While 23 kilometers southeast of Memot,
Rampong Cham Province, the platoon engaged hostile forces. He was
last seen running into woods near his platoon’s helicopter landing
zone. Vietnamese voices were later heard stated that one American
was in the process of being captured. He was initially declared
missing in action. The area of his loss was later struck by a B-52

strike.

In June 1970 a recovery team landed at the site of the platoon
ambush and recovered the remains of two Vietnamese and another
American platoon member. Their remains were found lying on the
ground and had not been buried.

Sergeant Shriver was initially declared missing in action and after
the end of hostilities was declared dead/body not recovered.
Returning U.S. POWs were unable to provide any information on his

fate.

Laos William J. Brashear
Henry G. Mundt II
(1437)

On May 8, 1969, Major Brashear and Lieutenant Mundt departed Cam
Ranh Bay, South Vietnam, in one of a flight of four F4C aircraft on
a mission over Laos. Their aircraft was hit by hostile fire while
over the target area near Chavane Airfield, Saravane Province. One
parachute was seen to have deployed and a second floated. A search
and rescue helicopter reported voice contact with one survivor but
could not identify him. The survivor reported he was badly burned
and had an injured leg. One member of the SAR flight identified
the voice as that of Major Brashear.

Neither individual was identified alive in the northern Vietnamese
prison system and neither of their remains have been repatriated.
Both individuals were initially declared missing. Lieutenant Mundt
was declared dead/body not recovered, in February 1979. Major
Brashear was also declared dead/body not recovered.

In 1972 a People’s Army of Vietnam defector reported observing a

U.S. POW at the site where Major Brashear’s aircraft was lost. He
also reported he heard the POW was an F-105 pilot and a major.

Laos Virgil G. Stewart
(1444)

On May 17, 1969, First Lieutenant Stewart was the pilot of an F-4D
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in the area of the Mu Gia Pass, Khammouane Province, Laos, when his
aircraft sustained battle damage. He ejected from his aircraft and
reported to rescuers that he was on the ground with a broken arm
and leg. Rescue forces had a visual sighting of him and short
beepers. A hostile gun position was located south of his position
and it was attacked by SaR forces. A pararescue specialist later
landed in the area and found him dead. Hostile groundfire

prevented recovery of his body. He was declared killed in action,
body not recovered, in May 1969.

In 1978, the Defense Intelligence Agency reevaluated a December
1972 report from the Defense Attache Office, Vientiane, prepared by
the Air Force member (Project 5800-09-05) of the Attache’'s
Exploitation Team. One of the items reported by the source of the
report was that an F-4H had crashed circa May 1969 and it was
assumed the pilot had been rescued. This report was reevaluated to
be a possible correlation to one of several losses in the area of
the crash, one of which was Lieutenant Steward’s loss incident.

Laos James W. Grace
(1455)

On June 14, 1969, Captain Grace and First Lieutenant Wayne J. Karas
were the crew in an F-4D on a bomb damage assessment mission over
Savannakhet Province. Their aircraft was hit by hostile ground
fire while assessing damage to a bridge and was able to fly 85
kilometers east-northeast before both crewmen were forced to eject.
They parachuted safely from their aircraft and search personnel
were in contact with them. The two crewmen landed approximately
100 meters apart and were soon recovered by SAR forces.

However, during their recovery, the rotor blade on the helicopter
recovering Captain Grace hit a tree and this caused Captain Grace
to fall from the jungle penetrator on which he was seated. He fell
300-500 feet to the ground and efforts to locate him there were
unsuccessful . Friendly units searched the area during August 1969-

June 1970 but found no evidence of him. Lieutenant Karas was
recovered safely.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on Captain Grace’s precise

fate. In June 1976, Captain Grace was declared killed in action,
body not recovered.

South Vietnam Donald I.. Sparks
(1456)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.
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Patrick M. Fallon
Laos (1463)

1969, Colonel Fallon was the pilot of an A-1H, lead in
gnf{igi£4gf ann; aircraft which departed Nakhon PQanom Alr_Bageﬁ
Thailand, late in the morning for an a;med.reconnalssaﬁ:ng+sstge
over Xieng Khouang Province, Laos. His aircraft wai 11 ;Pllon
wing during his second pass over the target a?d Co o?? g o
bailed out. Aircrew overhead saw Colonel Fallon'’s parachute bei g
dragged in and initially "guessed” Cplonel Fallon was on the groun
and a prisoner approximately 20 miles southeast of Mnoﬁ?]?ug;é
However, Colonel Fallon was able to ;eporg_he had landed sa ﬁ y?'le
was in good condition but receiving f:Lre_ from .nearbx hps lne
forces. Aircraft in the area laid dovn air st;lkes Wltdl?.oe
hundred feet of his position and received host;le_groun hlr £
They reported friendly forces were two and a half mllgs sout wgzt
of his location and advised him to move in Fhat direction
Colonel Pallon was observed surrounded by hostile forces.

i i i 1 i i ft overhead for
ter Dbein in communications with aircra ) z _ fc
:;proximatefy thirty minutes, Colonel Fal]éon radJ.oHed Put ;:dig

! it.," owever,
around me. They have zapped me. I‘ve had it. ’
communications ggntinued with Colconel Fallon for approximately 15
more minutes with no evidence he’d been wounded.

i i i the ridge top

Fallon’s wingman observed hOStll? infantry on
ggiggglhis position. TU.S. aircraft delivered orQnaqce on Col9nel
Fallon’s position. Colonel Fallon was declared missing in action.

d
69 the area Colonel Fallon was last seen was searche

i; éiggﬁg gg;ces but with negative results. On Septepber 15211369,
an unconfirmed report was received t@at a U.§. pllOF iL e;:
killed by grenades while defending himself w1tq a pisto .f o
attempt was being made to locate villagers who might know o

grave site.

urni i i lon’s precise
U.S. POWs had no information on Colonel Fal
?ize. lgg1 August 1979 he was declared dead/body not recovered,

based on a presumptive finding of death.

Peter X. Pike

o

Laos Paul L. Bannon
(1465)

Major Bannon and First Lieuteggnt Pike were the
22eg:uiz¥ :xf 'F-l491:)63131ich] departed Ubon Ai_r Base, Thailand, on a vn'.sg:l
reconnaissance mission over Laos. Whlle.over Khapmouane fro?lnthé
Lieutenant Pike radioced that he was trying to find a hole lnther
clouds because their target area was unworkable due to poor wea
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conditions and he was going to move to another area. Their radio
transmission suddenly stopped in mid-sentence at the same time
their radar signal disappeared. The area in which the crew was
flying at the time was mountainous terrain with mountain tops to
4500 feet and peaks in the area to 5830 feet. A limited aerial

search of the area failed to locate any evidence of the missing
crew.

In December 1970, the Swedish Govermnment provided U.S. officials
with a list of 207 names of American POWs and MIAs. Major Bannon's
name was annotated that he was never captured in North Vietnam.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on the eventual fate of the
crew. Lieutenant Pike and Major Bannon were declared killed in
action, body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of
death, in May 1974 and Januvary 1979 respectively.

In late 1979, JCRC received information from an ethnic Lao resident
in Thailand involved in self described Lao resistance activities.
He reported that his element had captured a Pathet Lao guard from
a cave prison in Khammouane Province to which 18 U.S. POWs had been
transferred from Xieng Khouang Province in March 1979. The senior
Prisoner was described as Colonel Paul who was said to have been
the pilot of a Porter aircraft shot down over the Plain of Jars in
Xieng Khovang Province in 1971. In a separate letter to another
individual, the source identified the senior POW as Paul W.
Mercland. CIA was reportedly unable to corroborate the report,
believed associated with the claimed pPresence of U.S. POWs in the
area of Nhommarath in 1981. In June 1981, this incident was
briefed by the DIA Director and his staff to the House Sub-
Committee on Asian and Pacific Affairs which time the DIA said that
the Nhommarath report had developed into "a complex and sensitive
matter."

In April 1986, the Joint Casualty Resolution Center received
information about aircraft wreckage on the ground in the area of
this loss incident. Other crash reports were deceived during

December 1988-August 1989 which might correlate to this loss
incident.
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Laos Rogexr D. Helwig
(1488)

On September 11, 1969, Helwig and fellow F—?D crewman Roger H.
Stearns departed Da Nang, South Vietnam, on a2 visual reconnaissance
flight over Savannakhet Province, Laos. After pulling low off
their target, fuel was observed to be streaming from the top and
bottom of their aircraft’s wings. A small flgsh occurred on the
left wing, and their aircraft rolled to the right gnd was almost
completely inverted when it crashed into the grqund_ln a strgam.bed
several hundred feet beyond the target, exploding into a fireball
on impact. The time from pull out to crash was qsthated to be
approximately five seconds, the canopy was seen still in place on
the aircraft when it crashed, and no parachutes deployed. The two
crewmen were declared missing.

rom others on the scene described part of a parachute in
gegg:: Sbefside the wreckage, an apparently deflated life raft to the
west of the stream bed, and other badly torn parachute parts 75
meters north of the wreckage. There was no sign of any survivors.
There were intermittent beepers in the area for the next two hou;s,
but in no apparent order to the signals, and there was no voice

transmission.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on the two missing airmen
and after the start of Operation Homecoming they were declared
killed in action, body not recovered, based on a presumptive
finding of death.

In October 1984, the Joint Casualty Resolution Center ;eceived
crash site information from a refugee in Thailand who provided the
tail number of an F-4 aircraft which correlated to the F-4Q's tail
number involved in this incident. In March 1989 the site was
surveyed by a joint team in May 1990 a data plate from the alycraft
was recovered together with an ident@ty card and human remains of
Roger H. Stearns. Roger Helwig remains unaccounted for.

Laos Gray D. Warren
Neil S. Bynum
(1505)

On October 25, 1969, First Lieutenant Bynum and Captain Warren were

.the crew in an F-4D on a forward air control mission over

Khammounane Province. A bulldozer was sighted in the target area
and tge;nhade two passes over the bulldozer: While on their ?hlrd
pass, a low angle pass on the dozer, they ylt Fhe bulldozer with a
pod of high explosive rockets and then their aircraft was observed
to impact on the ground and approximately 100 meters north of t@e
bulldozer, exploding into a large fireball. The wreckagg of their
aircraft was spread over a 400 meter area. The area of impact was
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in the area of Ban San and xima nin om
Route 912, a i i i
from the Laos/North Vietnam border. ngig wer;iig'knOSnk;irv?ters
, \ ivors

South Vietnam John G. Graf
(1523)

On November 15, 1969, c

of fi ’ s Lommander Graf, a y.s. i .
fliéﬁﬁrgogﬁgs FoCompanying U.S. army Captain Rggzgtlnt?lllgence
arms fire ando Saigon. Their aircraft was hit by host']1.:e 1t
crewmen aracgufshed along the coast in Vinh Binh Provinl S hott
forces, al':ad hellzl i?'l :oprso?'ety" lwie.re captured by local cgeﬁer?gzg
initi rovincial level prison.

initially reported as missing and then geclagsifggsha:rggggn were

Captain White’s name i
) did not a
gs;rgrll.utlonary _Government's 1list of Emngfcan?sn t e
g Operation Homecoming. Then, at the end of March 1373
f

with i ili 155 ] ¢ '
th the Joint Ml}ltary Commission that Captain White ﬁgflggéi

to U.s. ici i
5. officials on Apr%l 1, 1973, the last Americgi :3% iZiZ::Zg

durin i
g Opeyatlon Homecoming. Upon repatriation, he stated he was

interrogation reports of Ca i .

- ¢ pPtain White and Co
gggrazégn Homecoming, Commander Graf was declgggzéf?ilsgé?' After
Y recovered, based on a pPresumptive finding oéad;:l;Ctlon'
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body was buried in a river bank which later eroded in flooding,
washing away the area where his body had been buried.

Laos Benjamin F. Danielson
(1535)

On December 5, 1969, Captain Danielson was flying an F4C from Cam
Ranh Bay, South Vietnam, on an interdiction mission over Laos. His
aircraft was hit by hostile groundfire while in a high angle bomb
delivery into an area of up through 75mm anti-aircraft fire in a
heavily defended area near the North Vietnamese border. He and his
co-pilot ejected and landed close together in Khammouane Province,
Laos. Captain Danielson and his co-pilot were separated by a
stream but were in contact with one another until December 6. On
that date the co-pilot heard the sound of excited voices from a
hostile search party scouring the area where Captain Danielson was
located. The co-pilot then heard weapons firing, a scream from the
area where Captain Danielson was hiding and then silence. There
was no further radio transmission from Captain Danielson. The co-

pilot was rescued the following day.

Captain Danielson was not reported alive in the northern Vietnamese
prison system. He was initially declared missing and was declared

dead/body not recovered in June 1976.

Laos Bruce C.
(1542)

On January 2, 1970, Captains Fryar and Nicholas G. Brooks were the
crew of an A-6A from the U.S.S. Ranger, one in a flight of two on
a late afternoon strike mission over the Mu Gia Pas in Khammouane
Province. A forward air controller saw an orange flash followed by
a fire on the right side of their aircraft. The forward air
controller and flight leader saw two deployed parachutes and
ejection seats. Two beepers were heard on guard frequency and
there was a weak voice transmission which was unintelligible.

A pararescue specialist was lowered to the site of one parachute
and found a lifeless body he identified later through a photograph
&s that of Captain Fryar. While attempting to hook his body onto
4 cable to remove it, the pararescue specialist reported Captain
Pryar‘s body was limp, his head had turned 360 degrees as if his
neck was broken, and his legs were bent up behind his head.
Hostile ground fire forced the SAR force to withdraw and the effort
was temporarily suspended. The SAR force returned on June 3, 1970
and Captain Fryar and his parachute were gone. There was an
electronic beeper that morning but no pattern to its transmission.
The SAR effort was continued until suspended January 7th.
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On January 1%, 1970, a People’s Army of Vietnam unit in YLaos
radioed it had captured one injured pilot but was unable to get the
sgconq._ The pilot was "very sick" but had been killed by ethnic
mlnorlgles. The second pilot was eventually captured but later
escaped.

Both crewmen were initially declared missing in action. Returning
U.S. POWs were unable to describe their precise fate and after
Operation Homecoming both were declared killed in action, body not
recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In April 1982 Captain Brooks remains were repatriated and
identified.

In February 1986 the Joint Casualty Resolution Center received
information that remains had been recovered from this crash site
and repatriated in May 1985 but no remains correlated to Captain
Fryar were identified at the Central Identification Laboratory. 1In
May 1391, a joint U.S./Lao investigation of the crash gite led to
the interview of witnesses who stated the bodies of two crewmen
were recovered after the incident and buried in an adjacent bomb
crater. The joint team did recover remmnants of two survival tests,
one flight suit and other artifacts but no remains. ‘This site
excavated was believed that of this loss incident.

North Vietnam Holly G. Bell
Gregory L. Anderson
William D. Pruett
Leonard C. Leeser
William C. Shinn
William C. Sutton
(1552)

On Jgnuary 28, 1970, an HH-53B with six crewmen on board was in a
hold}ng pattern while engaged in a search and rescue mission over
Ha Tinh Province. There was a MIG alert on the radio after which
a MIG-21 aircraft fired an air to air missile which hit the HH-53B.
There was a fireball explosion which turned the aircraft into
hundreds of pieces. There was one two second beeper after the
explosion but there were no parachutes seen by other SAR aircrews
covering the SAR effort. The crew of the helicopter was declared
killed in action, body not recovered, in April 1970. Returning
U.S. POWs had no information on their precise fate.

In December 1988, Vietnam returned William Sutton’s identity card
gnd remains from Huong EKhe District, Nghe Tinh Province it
identified as those of William Sutton. The remains were determined
to be of Holly G. Bell.
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South Vietnam Gary B. Scull
(1572)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Laos Dennis G. Pugh
(1573)

On March 1%, 1870, Captain Richard A. Rash and First Lieutenant
Pugh were the crew in an F-4D on a combat mission over Khammouane
Province. They were hit by hostile ground fire and ejected from
their aircraft in an area approximately 15 kilometers south of the
Mu Gia Pass. Airborne search and rescue forces established contact
with both of them on the ground but were unable to recover them due
to darkness. The next day SAR forces reestablished contact with
Lieutenant Pugh who reported that hostile forces were within ten
meters of his position. He requested the SAR forces place ordnance
on his position and he then held down the transmit key on his
radio. Then, excited Asian voices were heard followed by 15 to 20
shots being fired, followed by silence. Ordnance was placed on his
position as he requested and there was no further contact with him.

Captain Rash was rescued on March 21st and reported hearing the
sound of small arms fire from Lieutenant Rash’s location after
which he lost radio contact with him. Purther efforts to locate
Lieutenant Pugh were unsuccessful and he was declared missing in
action.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on the eventual fate of
Lieutenant Pugh. He was later declared killed in action, body not
recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In 1984, U.S. intelligence received information from a source
describing the shoot down of an aircraft in which one pilot was
rescued and one was taken prisoner. This report was believed to
possibly correlate to this loss incident although Captain Rash and
the SAR pilots believed Lieutenant Pugh had died.

Laos Richard L. Ayers
Robert E. Rausch
(1596)

On April 16, 1970, an RF-4C with a two man crew of Major Ayers and
Captain Rausch departed Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon to conduct
reconnaissance along the Demilitarized Zone separating North and
South Vietnam as well as the adjacent area of Savannakhet Province,
Laos. They refueled in flight and advised their controller that
they were heading north to another target area. The new target
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On January 19, 1970, a People’s Army of Vietnam wunit in Laos
radioed it had captured one injured pilot but was unable to get the
second. The pilot was “very sick" but had been killed by ethnic
m;norlzles. The second pilot was eventually captured but later
escaped.

Both crewmen were initially declared missing in action. Returning
U.S. POWs were unable to describe their precise fate and after
Operation Homecoming both were declared killed in action, body not
recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In April 1982 Captain Brooks remains were repatriated and
identified.

In February 1986 the Joint Casualty Resolution Center received
information that remains had been recovered from this crash site
and repatriated in May 1985 but no remains correlated to Captain
Fryar were identified at the Central Identification Laboratory. 1In
May 1991, a joint U.S./Lao investigation of the crash site led to
the interview of witnesses who stated the bodies of two crewmen
were recovered after the incident and buried in an adjacent bomb
crater. The joint team did recover remnants of two survival tests,
one flight suit and other artifacts but no remains. ¢This site
excavated was believed that of this loss incident.

North Vietnam Holly G. Bell
Gregory L. Anderson
William D. Pruett
Leonard C. Leeser
William C. Shinn
William C. Sutton
{1552)

On January 28, 1970, an HE-53B with six crewmen on board was in a
hold@ng pattern while engaged in a search and rescue mission over
Ha Tinh Province. There was a MIG alert on the radio after which
a MIG-21 aircraft fired an air to air missile which hit the HH-S53B.
There was a fireball explosion which turned the aircraft into
hundreds of pieces. There was one two second beeper after the
explosion but there were no parachutes seen by other SAR aircrews
covering the SAR effort. The crew of the helicopter was declared
killed in action, body not recovered, in April 1970. Returning
U.S. POWs had no information on their precise fate.

In December 1988, Vietnam returned William Sutton’s identity card
and remains from Huong Khe District, Nghe Tinh Province it
identified as those of William Sutton. The remains were determined
to be of Holly G. Bell.
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South Vietnam Gary B. Scull
(1572)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Laos Dennis G. Pugh
{1573)

On March 19, 1970, Captain Richard A. Rash and First Lieutenant
Pugh were the crew in an F-4D on a combat mission over Khammouane
Province. They were hit by hostile ground fire and ejected from
their aircraft in an area approximately 15 kilometers south of the
Mu Gia Pass. Airborne search and rescue forces established contact
with both of them on the ground but were unable to recover them due
to darkness. The next day SAR forces reestablished contact with
Lieutenant Pugh who reported that hostile forces were within ten
meters of his position. He reguested the SAR forces place ordnance
on his position and he then held down the transmit key on his
radio. Then, excited Asian voices were heard followed by 15 to 20
shots being fired, followed by silence. Ordnance was placed on his
position as he requested and there was no further contact with him.

Captain Rash was rescued on March 21st and reported hearing the
sound of small arms fire from Lieutenant Rash’s location after
which he lost radio contact with him. PFurther efforts to locate
Lieutenant Pugh were unsuccessful and he was declared missing in
action.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on the eventual fate of
Lieutenant Pugh. He was later declared killed in action, body not
recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In 1984, U.S. intelligence received information from a source
describing the shoot down of an aircraft in which one pilot was
rescued and one was taken prisoner. This report was believed to
possibly correlate to this loss incident although Captain Rash and
the SAR pilots believed Lieutenant Pugh had died.

Laos Richard L. Ayers
Robert E. Rausch
(1596)

On April 16, 1970, an RF-4C with a two man crew of Major Ayers and
Captain Rausch departed Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon to conduct
reconnaissance along the Demilitarized Zone separating North and
South Vietnam as well as the adjacent area of Savannakhet Province,
Laos. They refueled in flight and advised their controller that
they were heading north to another target area. The new target
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Cambodia bale W. Richardson
area was known to be a high threat area with 37mm and other anti-

Rodney D. Price, Jr.
aircraft weapons. They were last reported Oover Savannakhet Bunyan D. Price
Province but did not return from their mission and were declared Robert M. Young
missing in action. There were no chutes or beepers located.

(1610)
Subsegquent to their disappearance,

Radio Hanoi’'s domestic service
reported its forces had shot down an

On May 2, 1970, eight U.S. Army personnel were flying in a UH-1H in
4

. . . . . i They crossed into
RF-4C in the Vinh Linh Special T Ninh Province, South Vietnam. ; rashin

Zone, the North Vietnamese side of the DMZ, on the afternoon of ggﬁggﬁ aiﬁ were shot down by hostile grotcllng é’:a:.rtel;recand wag

April 16, 1970. This report was correlated to the loss of Major hwest of Memot City. One Army Private evade P d. wWarrant

Ayers’ aircraft. ig:guzd Four were captured. Two of télfesi efgi:ggeir{ Pebruary

. . sali on, w

On April 17, 1970, a Peo le’s Army of Vietnam unit radioed a report Officer Maslows}tl ar}d spgg;:i;;itngfowswaérant Officer Varnado was

concgrning 'four rf'ecent %.S. aircraft shoot downs. Three of pthe igﬁdgﬂ;“%hgpﬁfgaﬁofme and left bl;% . SHePgﬂa: :.:kaeiligg :flggipt;:tl_'

aircraft were F-4 and the completely burned remains of one crewman ed and was never seen +S5. PO - POW who

were found in one F-4 crash site wreckage. The pilot of the fourth :f_;gr c:p‘;:.aui_rtime report was received descr:.bmg ca{niﬁm:lfécla:ft thigh

aircraft, an RF-4C, was also killed. fThe portion of this radio died.at Hospital K-21 on 26 August 1970, wounde (t which chot doun

message dealing with the RFP-4C was believed associated with Major : helicopter crash in June 1970. The uni

Ayers’ shoot down even though People’s Army forces only reported during a

(one) pilot killed.

the helicopter was 226 Company, 75th Artillery Group.

isi Revolutionary Government
1973 the Provxsn:onal : nt
igkngv?f;:;gd the d’eath in captivity of Captain Young and Warra

' triated on
i i el B. Varnado. Va.rnado' s returns were repa 0
T Hietnen T gfiiieg'lmil;%& The death of Captan:n Young was WL;;:::oen?i :gy n:l.r:gn
%) UPS POW’s who were repatriated during Operation oA A
F:ab;:ua 1975, a Viet Cong defector who had serve
See Vessev 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary. ry

i ! his
prison camp TB.22 described Captain Young’s death and located
burial site.

i en an
- a Viet Cong defector reported having se was
Laos Charles S. Rowley ﬂerﬁ%%l ir]; gg:ﬁpong Cham Province in April 1970. 1;§fst}f;£:r§ou:h
(1600) believed associated with Spfe;;.: l;srt;:-sﬁ;lcg-..] ].1:.1111 Kratie Province
- Army escapees en
an "heii322: 1970, Lieutenant Colonel Rowley was the navigator o em e e Bon theve in'197) who had reportedly been
an AC-130 on an armed reconnaissance mission over Saravane thle)re for one year. During their only one :1;1‘ cimilar to the
Province, Laos. It was hit by 37mm antiaircraft fire and crashed. identified one of two photographs of _Pr:._c(:ie cification led to &
One crewman was rescued alive and ten others, including LTC Rowley, individual imprisoned at their camp. This i :_n ;- £o POW.
were reported missing in action. No chutes or beepers were reclassification of Price from missing in actio
reported for the ten mission. Lieutenant Colonel Rowley’s . ) e last seen alive
pPhotograph was identified by returnees. Specialist Griffin and Capta:l.;lh Rjé:l;ifizosz::ptain Young and the
ir crash and prior to the ap’ . e kept
During the mid-1980s private U.S. and Lao POW hunters produced a g;:; ?Li]:;s, A_]_thoulg)h those surviving ﬁto Cfftlé‘::-s?; d‘;er?,nsige
photograph of a Caucasian reported to be LTC Rowley alive in Laos. together and joined other U.S. POWs en
In May 1991 DU.s. intelligence received information of the recovery 7
of identification media containing the name and g

Richardson, Price or

ambodi ing U.S. POWs never saw ' T

grif??ilaalifrzujin cagtivity. A classified documemt::olacsat faej:.l-rie;c?gn ;

the possession of Captailn Richaerds:lni ‘:aas a;éwg.lring hjr.)s PR N
i rdson was last seen ‘ c ! 1St
g:g;;ilgo?;:g aand was then hit by hostile fire while running

e
After the end of hostilities, all unaccognted for crewmen wer
eventually declared dead/body not recovered.
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South Vietnam Larry G. Kier
Refugio T. Terran
(1613)

located, and Kier, at a separate location, could not be located

either. Both individuals i i :
recovered in the lafe 19782%re declared killed in action, body not

identity card belongin i
g to Kier together with two
The bones were reportedly recovered during 1987 iﬁgu;:;:ggggzgé

over to a U.S. representative i i
currently undergoingpanalysis. € 1in Hanoi. The fragments are

South Vietnam Alan R. Trent

Eric Huberth
(1619)

On May 13, 1970, First Lieutenant Huberth and i
i : C

11;11:?1 g;::w Ai-rl:'l ;n F-4D,. oneé in a flight of two F-4 w&pghaﬂoirigi ¥§gten
Phu Ca Cambode;'.sae a%ilnst a target approximately 105 miles northwest
theid aircraft. h_lere.was .30 and .50 calibre ground fire against
Shearyaze: ; i1le in the target area. Their aircraft was
oneTved crash into a ridge line during a dive. A forward air

er saw no one eject, no parachutes and heard no beepers.

go;h ;éﬁgegagégz iiﬁ}ializ reported missing in action. Returning
.S. ormation on their precise fate. emb
1973 both were declared dead/ body not recovered ‘ bIarll seNc? v on e;:
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South Vietnam James M. Rozo
Robert P. Phillips
Joe P. Pederson
(1639)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Laos Donald B. Bloodworth
James W. Reed
(1650)

On the evening of July 24, 1970, Captain Reed and First Lieutenant
Bloodworth departed Udorn Air Base, Thailand, in an F-4D, one in a
flight of three aircraft on a night escort mission over Laos. They
refueled in flight and preceded to the Plain of Jars area of ZXieng
Khouang Province to provide escort to an AC-119 gunship. The
gunship located a truck on Route 7 and fired on in. After
expending its ammunition, Captain Reed’s aircraft also attacked the
truck. They were unsuccessful on their first pass and were
approved for a second pass over the target but there were no
further communications with the crew. Shortly thereafter, there
was a large explosion on the ground near the target. There were no
chutes or beepers and a ground search was not possible to extremely
heavy hostile activity in the crash site area.

On July 25, 1970, a hostile unit in Laos radioed that its forces
had shot down one F-4 on July 25th with anti-aircraft fire and the
pilots had been captured. This report was initially believed
correlated to this loss incident but was later determined to
probably correlate with another incident in South Laos, which
occurred on July 25th, and not this incident, which occurred in

North Laos on July 24th.

Both crewmen were declared missing in action. Returning U.S. POWs
had no information on the precise fate of the two missing crewmen.
After Operation Homecoming they were declared dead/body not
recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In July 1973, the Defense Attache Office Exploitation Team (Project
5310-03-E) forwarded information from a prisoner who described the
crash of one of three jets bombing on the eastern rim of the Plain
of Jars circa April 1968. One aircraft reportedly dove on a ground
target but didn’t recover from its dive and crashed. The next day
the source heard from a Pathet Lac medical technician that two

crewmen were killed in the crash.

DIA believed this report might be associated with this loss
incident. In 1973 the Exploitation Team forwarded information from
& former Pathet Lao describing an aircraft crash said to have
occurred in 1969 near Nong Tang cave. While it was initially
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Suspected it might pertain to this loss incident, DIA reevaluated
it after Operation Homecoming and concluded it might pertain to the
loss incident of a returnee, Charles Reiss.

In 1986 the Joint Casualty Resolution Center received a report
about a crash site in the vicinity of this loss incident. In

incident and was told a Lao hational had remains to turn over, The
Source could not be located  at that time. In July 1971 a joint
team investigated the site and in December 1991 another joint team

visited the site, locating F-4 wreckage and a portion of Parachute
harness.

South Vietnam Bernard H. Plassmeyer

(1660)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Laos Fred A. Gassman
David A. Davidson
(1663)

On October 5, 1970, a joint U.S./Vietnamese reconnaissance team
designated Team Fer-de-Lance from the 5th Special Forces Group
Command and Control North group engaged hostile forces in the Phu
Dung operational area in Saravan Province. The Assistant Team
Leader, Sergeant Gassman, radioed to an aircraft overhead that the
Team Leader had been hit by hostile fire and fallen off a cliff,
the team was receiving hostile ground fire from three sides, and
they were low on ammunition. The Assistant Team Leader then
radioed "I've been hit - and in the worst way." Several groans
were heard over the circuit and then the radio went silent.

Two other team members later described how Staff Sergeant Davidson
was hit by a long burst of enemy fire after which Sergeant Gassman
was talking on the radio when he too was shot. Sergeant Gassman
groaned and fell to the ground with a large hole in his back. One

Vietnamese team member with Sergeant Gassman when he was shot
believed he had died.

After the incident the Sergeants Gassman and Davidson were declared
missing in action. Returning U.S. POWs had no information on their
Precise fate. After Operation Homecoming they were declared
dead/body not recovered, based on a pPresumptive finding of death.
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Joseph L. Chestnut
Laos (1666)

i f a T-28
13, 1970, Major Chestnut was thg pllop_o
grrlopctjaclaoebreiirc:"aft on' an orientation flight which prﬂ.glia.atgceirfgzg
Luang Prabang, the royal capital of Laos. The fllgti zawere aw
smoking coming from Major Chﬁéiﬁgt';éi;i%ﬁﬁhgﬁ;égﬂ;liég'and e o
. His T-28 began a shallow

iézﬁegver the crest of a hill and exploded on the gthe;£;;q:;g§r:¥:
crest. Major Chestnut was not seen to paracputg rom
and there was no beeper. He was declared missing.

f Major
14, 1970, a ground search team entﬁred the area o j
8Ee2i:zis§ crgsh. Eheg located thg aircraft’s yreziégi zzé H;ﬁg;
Chestnut’s seat but there was no evidence of Majord es nﬁréckage
searched the area again on October 23rd and 1oca§§ more ’
but there was still no evidence of Major Chestnut.

urni ide any information
.5. POWs were unable to provi

gﬁgceriigg gajor Chestnut. In July 1978_he_was deglaiﬁd dead/body

not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

i i i T-28 crash near
0, a source provided information on a
:.Eag;lgr;ggné in 1971. P'I'he aircraft was ’?:E!chi.lto c]:iaat:rl; el;eeﬁle slﬁ:ct;
i i ther initially
down and the pilot buried. Ano - gnitially claimed he had
witnessed the incident, later acknowledge o Camd
t he’'d learned as a member of qhe groun :
i:ggfwzgtroduced a source with hearsay information about the crash

Douglas F. Strait
(1668)

See Vessev 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

South Vietnam

David I. Wright
William W. Bancroft, Jr.
(1675)

North Vietnam

emb i ft and his pilot, Major
er 13, 1970, Lieutenant Bancroft _pi
ggvigwk. Wrighti were'on an aerial reconnaissance mission over Ha

i j i i i reported antiaircraft
nce, North Vietnam. Their wingman
Eiﬁg §:923é aféa as Lieutenant Bancroft’s aircraft made a low level

pass. Their aircraft suddenly exploded qpile gpprOﬁi?ateﬁguigo
feet above the ground, crashing t_:a:.l first into ehgtes o:ri‘
followed by an all consuming explosion. There were no ¢
beepers.

Lieutenant Bancroft and Major Wright were initially reported
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missing and their status changed to killed in action, body not
recovered, prior to Operation Homecoming. Returning U.S. POWs did

not report them alive with other U.S. POWs in the northern
Vietnamese prison system.

Laos Owen G. Skinner
Thomas Allen Duckett
(1683)

On December 12, 1970, Skinner and Duckett departed Thailand in an
0-2 to provide forward air control support to a B-57 aircraft
engaged in an air strike on trucks in an area nine kilometers
southeast of Tchepone in Savannakhet Province, Laos. The aircraft
did not return from its mission and its wreckage was located in the

target area and approximately 500 meters south of Route 9. Both
airmen were declared missing.

The crew of the B-57G was also downed during this mission but the
crewmen were rescued. The crew of the B-57G reported it had
sustained a mid-air collisiorn with an 0-2. An Air Force inquiry
found case 1683 to have been a hostile loss due to it being a high
threat area and nothing substantive in the B-57G crew statements to

confirm that a mid-air collision had occurred even though the B-57G
crash side was near the 0-2 crash site.

A search and rescue aircraft located the 0-2 wreckage on December
13 and observed a pParachute hanging from a tree near the crash
site. An emergency beeper was also heard in the area on December
l4. The area was characterized as full of hostile ground forces.

The rescue aircraft made radio contact with someone but was unable
to determine who or where.

Returning U.S. POWs were unable to confirm the crew survived into

captivity. After Operation Homecoming, they were declared
dead/body not recovered.

In September 1989 the area of the 0-2 crash site was surveyed by
the Joint Casualty Resolution Center and there was no evidence of

the wreckage of the aircraft. The area was described as a well
established farming community.

Laos Albro L. Lundy, Jr.
(1685)

On December 24, 1970, Major Lundy was the lead A-1F aircraft in a
flight of two escorting a flight of three medical evacuation
helicopters. The medevac Air America helicopters had made a pick
up from the Ban Ban Valley in eastern Xieng Khouang Province.
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i i i i jor Lundy reported
e flight over Xieng Khouang Province, ya3or I ort
Egilggégge wa;Jrunning rough, then reported his engine backfiring
and he was ejecting. His seat rocket was seen to flre.and thgre
was an apparently normal parachute depﬁfz?en%; giéf?;:tAgS;;:S
ilot reported someone was in the parachute when _
g;tqthatlzould not be confirmed by others. However, at an altétggz
of 1000 feet the parachute harness_wa:hfo??d to be ?gpggligopter
straps dangling with no one in e harness.

%ﬁglowed Pthe pagachute to the ground and confirmed it to be empty.

i i d with its
dy’s aircraft exploded on impact and burne
gig::néguag;onating. There was no radio, beepern or beacon from
him. Ground forces attempted to enter the crash s§:§ th?ﬁuggg-:::

driven off by hostile fire in the area. or
gzziared killed inyaction, body not recovered, in December 1970.

rting
t ears there have been over 20 reports asse
g:?Ertgsnggsaa;mzfive and held at various locag?oqihln difzzigg:
i to include Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam an L wi no locat

:g:gzgizg. No hard evidenée has surfaced that Major Lundy surv;gﬁd
his downing and was alive after that point. A photograph al;gge ly
depicting Major Lundy with two other purported POWs alive in
Cambodia in 1990 was determined by DIA to be a hoax.

Park G. Bunker
Laos (1686)

i the pilot of an 0O-1
cember 30, 1970, Captain Bunker-wag t
g?réﬁgft on a ;isual'reconnaissance miSSlon %r§; xtsigcggggzgg
i i i i re .
Province. His aircraft was hit by'host} e g:r:ounll i and crashed.
in Bunker contacted his forward a+r controller an
S:gtg;nthe ground approximately five kilometers weig-oflzsiékgaggg
i i i bserver. B8
did not know the location of his 0 : 11 - adio
iesi 8 "I'm hit at least five times, for a pra
;ii;ﬁgzzséogﬁwzead." Beeper signals continued for.apprgx;mately
three minutes after his last transmission before going silent.

i located a body face
e search and rescue forces arrlveﬁ and )
gizgoigproximately 10 meters from Captain Bunker'’s alrcr%ft.heig
appeared to be the body of Captain Bunker and had sgffere aHea
wound with the body riddled wit%jroﬁ;gs irogéthe:;?lgééup.er 19;3
i und fire drove off e orce. emb
gg;tiiﬁ gzﬁier was declared killed in action, body not recovered.

i i i 5310-
In 1972, the Army Attache Office’s Exploitation Team (Project
03-E9)7 r'eported 1:ri.nforj:natit:m from a source about a Decembelx:t elc;j?;
crash site in ZXieng Khouang Province. ':I:.'he source report 1 a
charred body and arm were at the crash site. _ This frigo as
pPlaced in Captain Bunker’s file due to the proximity o l;fgc ash
site to the crash site reported by the source. In '

APPENDIX 2 - SMITH 324 - Page 90



Exploitation Team forwarded information f

rom a sourc ibi
w:eckgge and.two skeletons in this same area. Anglﬁifcggﬁégg
described having been told by the Pathet Lao that one American and

one Thai were killed. fTh emain i :
in July 1974. e r § were still lying on the ground

In 1982, the Joint Casualty Resolution C i
enter forward info i
g;ggisggrges_about ;he crash of U.S. aircraft in Xieng ﬁﬁzﬁigg
> during either 1965 or 1969. These reports were
p}aced in Captain Bunker’s file due to the coingidence in cii:ﬁ
Site. The last report received in 1988 offered hearsay information

about a shoot down in 1968 or 1969 i i -
had died and were buried nearby. in which an American and a Hmong

Over water Donald M. Cramer

(1689)

On January 5, 1971, Chief Warrant Office
: r Cramer and Speciali

ggufzh Class Ronnie V. Rogers departed from the Hue/PhE’B;f ;EE
a+e Fo conduct a test of CWO Cramer'’s AH-1G Cobra helicopter
_lrcr? t armament system. He had been cleared to test his weapons
IJ_.I:; E:., asref ftre zone s;uth southeast of Fire Support Base Normandy

. _—ast reported in a coastal area of Thua Thien ince
ggpggflmijgly 20 kilogéters east of the air field. Flyingng:tggg

@ time was judged to be poor and there was i
commun%catlons with him after takeoff. He did not returnng;o;égig
weapon’'s system test and both crewmen were declared missing

On January 8, 1971, the body of s iali
] peclialist Rogers wer
the beach in the general area where the AH-lG‘aas lastékigzit:g gg

operating. Aan : :
dgowning? autopsy determined the cause of his death was due to

Returning U.S. POWs had no information ab

cut the fate of Cw2
gramer. In June 1973 he was declared dead/body not recovered
ased on a presumptive finding of death. '

South Vietnam John T. Strawn

Rodney D. Osborne
Harold L. Algaard
Richard J. Hentz
Michael W. Marker
(1715)

On March 4, 1971, a JU-21A with a er i
: ) ] ew of five departed South
glan§m on an intelligence gathering mission in thep;rea of the
lemlllparlzed Zone separating North and South Vietnam. Contact was
ost with the aircraft, it did not return from its mission, and the
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crew was initially declared missing. A seaxch effort to locate the
missing aircraft and crew failed to locate them along its known
flight path and the aircrew was declared missing.

On March 4, 1971, a People‘s Army of Vietnam unit in the axea of
the Demilitarized Zone radioed it had launched one of its surface
to air missiles and had shot down an unidentified aircraft it had
been tracking. It also reported that the aircraft had crashed and
the five crewmen on board were dead. U.S. intelligence analysis of
the North Vietnamese reports about the aircraft’s flight path and
crash location indicated the aircraft crashed approximately two
miles inside the DMZ in Quang Tri Province. Further analysis
indicated the aircraft was shot down after the JU-21A‘s last radio
transmission. Based on the flight path and circumstances of the
North Vietnamese report, it was correlated to the loss of this air

crew and its aircraft.

Following the loss, the Vietnam News Agency reported that a U.S.
aircraft had been downed in Quang Binh Province killing many of the
men on board. This report was believed alsc associated with this
air loss. In addition, U.S. intelligence obtained a wire photo
disseminated by the Vietnam News Agency showing aircraft wreckage
in Quang Tri Province on March 4, 1971. U.S. analysis in
conjunction with the aircraft’s manufacturer determined the
wreckage was of a U-21 and probably related to the wreckage of the
missing flight. ©Unidentified notes in the files indicate this
photograph may not have been provided to the next of kin because it
wasn’t asked for and because of indecision about how to declassify
2 21 year old wirephoto. After the Vietnamese reports of their
shoot down of an aircraft and the death of its crew, the U.S. Army
declared the crew had been killed in action, body not recovered.

In late June and early July 1992, a joint U.S./Vietnamese team
visited the area of the reported JU-21A crash site in Gio Linh
District. Witnesses were interviewed who claimed to have visited
the crash site during the war and reported seeing 4-5 remains at
the site. The remains were reportedly placed in a nearby bomb
crater and covered. Aircraft wreckage was located at the crash
site as well as items of personal equipment. There were
differences in first hand and hearsay accounts of the locations of
the bodies but the sum of the information was that the individuals
had died and their remains buried in the area. Joint Task Force
Full Accounting has recommended the site for excavation.

Laos Randolph J. Ard
Sheldon J. Burnett
(1719}

On March 7, 1971, Warrant Officer Ard and Lieutenant Colonel
Burnett were with two other U.S. soldiers on an H-58 ostensively on

APPENDIX 2 - SMITH 324 - Page 92



a transport mission over South Vietnam. fThe aircraft was hit by
hostile machine gun fire while at an altitude of 250-300 feet and
crashed three kilometers from Ban Houay San Airfield, Savannakhet
Province, Laos. After action reports indicate the aircraft was
attempting to recover U.S. wounded in Laos when it was hit by
groundfire.

The two Army crew members who escaped the crash site reported that
prior to leaving the site, Warrant Officer Ard had both legs
broken, several bullet wounds and possibly a crushed hip.
Lieutenant Colonel Burnett was bleeding from the head, neck, arms
and was speaking incoherently. The site was taking incoming 155mm
artillery fire, shrapnel from exploding rounds was hitting the
aircraft after it crash landed, there was incoming rocket fire onto

their position and People’s Army of Vietnam forces were approaching
their crashed aircraft.

On March 18, 1971, South Vietnamese Army forces recaptured the area
and were unable to locate any sign of the two U.S. officers. They
reported the entire area showed clear evidence of the extremely
heavy fighting which had taken place in the area which was within
the Operation Lamson 719 area of tactical operations. North
Vietnamese prisoners later interviewed in South Vietnam reported
sightings of U.S. POWs being escorted north along the Ho Chi Minh
Trail but none could be correlated to these two missing officers.

Neither officer was ever reported alive in the northern Vietnamese
prison system. Both individuals were reported missing and in May
1979 were declared dead/bedy not recovered.

South Vietnam Clive G. Jeffs
(1723)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Caseg for case summary.

Laos Barton S. Creed
(1724)

On March 13, 1971, Lieutenant Creed was leading a flight of A-~7E
aircraft on a strike mission in Tchepone District of southern
Savannakhet Province, Laos, along road segment 99B. Pulling out
of a strafing run on a truck his aircraft was hit in the mid-
section by hostile ground fire and Lieutenant Creed ejected. A
forward air controller saw a parachute deploy and soon established
radio contact with Lieutenant Creed on the ground from whom he
learned Creed had a broken arm, broken leg and was losing
consciousness. Creed last reported that "they are here" and his
radio beeper went silent twenty seconds later. The FAC, receiving
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small armes fire from the ground, heard no further transmission from
Lieutenant Creed. Four SAR attempts were unsuccessful and SAR
personnel observed someone had moved Lieutenant cFeed's parachute
to a new location. U.S. forces were aware this was a common
practice by hostile forces attempting to lure search and rescue
forces into a trap.

Lieutenant Creed was initially reported missing anq later declared
dead/body not recovered. He was not seen alive in the_northern
Vietnamese prison system. One returning POW reported belng shown
the identity card of someone with a one syllable name which had
"EE" in the name and which may have been the ID card of Lieutenant

Creed.

Laos John M. Sparks
Richard M. Garcia
Frederick L. Cristman
(1730)

On March 19, 1971, Chief Warrant Officer Cristmaq and his crew were
in an armed helicopter on a mission to provide fire support during
the pick up of South Vietnamese airborme troops at Fire Support
Base Alpha in Savannakhet Province, Laos. Their helicopter was hit
by heavy automatic weapons fire and was forced to make an emergency
landing. One of the crewmen, Specialist 4th Class Langenour, was
pushed out of the aircraft by SpS5 Garcia and he was able to reach
a group of nearby South Vietnamese troops. He was told by one of
the troops that the other crewmen had exited the aqurafg and
headed away from the front of it into the path of advancing Korth
Vietnamese forces. Specialist Langenour later walked.out cf Laos
with the South Vietnamese soldiers. U.S. aircrews flying overhead
after the crash landing did not see the three missing airmen escape
from the aircraft.

In September 1973 a People’s Army of Vietnam defgctor reported pis
battalion engaged South Vietnamese Army fprces in Laos conducpxng
Operation Lamson 719. They captured an injured helicopter p+lot
who was taken to nearby field hospital B-7 where he later died.
Other crewmen from the downed helicopter were found dead and
buried. The defector identified a photograph.of CW2 Christmas as
resembling the individual captured alive by his battalion.

In March 1987 a private American POW hunter reported a live
American in Laos. The background .of the purported American
correlates to a crewman from this incident.

Rone of the three crewmen from this incident were'rgpgrted alive in
the northern Vietnamese prison system. All were initially reported
missing in action and in October 1978 were declared dead/body not
recovered.
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South Vietnam Manuel R. Punentes
. R D McDonnell
Richard J. Rossano
(1736)

On March 25, 1971, Private Fir

_ _ st Class Puentes, St
McDonell, and Private First Class Rossano were mez;ber: foff ie:::gegnt
man patrol from the 23rd Infantry Division operati g Tri

Province. They had .
they were ambusyhed. gone to check an area of hostile bunkers when

seek cover. Sergeant McDonel i i
a grenade explogen ia CrORE ai.dv.ms apparently killed instantly when

i:i.i::ﬂzg 1;11‘1; lﬁtéshmpg:intgre_e ment:were not located and they were
in action,. In June 1971

g:gg::iid and fnrchggszgni;;gre P%'%Clpared killed in action’, gggge:gt

C . v uentes was declared ki i

action, body not recovered, based on a Presumptive ff;éifg 3:;?

death. Returnin . -
fate. g U.S. POWs had no information on their precise

South Vietnam Isaako F. Malo
James A. Champion
(1742)

On April 23, 1971, a six man radi
s r 1 © relay team was insert i
éﬁg;.ngrzoge in the area of the village of A Luoi in wes:grnln;lc;u:
ovince. The team came under intense hostile ground fire

extremely heavy hostile ground fire
) and became widel i
On board one of the helicopters were members of lLecgmg;.:ger??g};
r

Ranger Battalion, 1 i P : .
PFC Champion. Olst Airborne Division, including PFC Malo and

zigtnzio ‘:lfi last seen by survivors on April 24th and was wounded
which agparer?tl.:lya w%]{:%sdee-dmtw?alf:fsﬁ:fékesubr%'a ze. peo apoeiicopter
last seen on the morning of April 25th 11;rors. loft ta poon ¥as
water. One of the survivors later heardWl;l:l?.':?l]l.1 v e foom the
:izg gtt;:;e PE}';C Champion had first gone. A groau?::is sf;::clf rg;n Eﬁz
misoing stri%iesrll'.['i?.-:ip' 1971, failed to locate either of the
aizernge opoie S. 4 8 included a psychological warfare operations
S craft, conducted broadcasts over the early during April 25-

¢+ Calling on PFC’s Malo and Champion to go to the landing zone
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for pick-up. Neither soldier came toc the landing zone.

PFC Malo was captured by Vietnam People’s Army forces and taken to
North Vietnam. He was repatriated during Operation Homecoming in
March 1973. During his debriefing he stated he never saw PFC

Champion in captivity.

PFC Champion was declared missing in action at the time of his loss
incident. In 1978 he was ‘declared killed in action, body not
recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

Laos Walter H. Sigafoos, III
Jeffrey C. Lemon
(1743)

On April 25, 1971, Captain Lemon and First Lieutenant Sigafoos were
the crew in an F-4D on an operational mission over Saravan
Province, Laos. Their escort marked a truck target for them and
their aircraft went in to attack the target. Crew in another
aircraft on the scene observed a large explosion of their apparent
crash but due to darkness were unable to observe any parachutes.
They flew over the area of the crash which was a large fire and
several smaller ones with flames shooting several hundred feet into
the sky and smoking reaching 8500 feet. A search of a 15 mile
radius of their crash site failed to disclose any evidence of
either beepers or survivors. Both airmen were declared missing in

action.

After this loss incident, a North Vietnamese unit reported two
aircraft may have been shot down, an OV-10 and an F-4. These shoot
downs were believed to pertain to the Ban Karai Pass area in
Khammouane Province which is well to the noxrth of this loss
incident. A pilot was reportedly captured. A report from an North
Vietnamese Army unit on May 8, 1972, reported that 37mm anti-
aircraft guns had fired on an F-4, the pilot had been shot at while
coming down on a white parachute, and the pilot was dead. The F-4
portion of these two reports were placed in the intelligence files
of those associated with this loss incident.

Early in 1972, a North Vietnamese Army soldier assigned to a
People’s Army of Vietnam logistical element in Saravan Province
reported to a U.S. Army Attache Exploitation Team in Vientiane,
Laos that a U.S. jet had been shot down near the village of Ban Bac
in 1971. Two pilots on board the aircraft had been reportedly
killed and People’s Army of Vietnam soldiers said they recovered
the watches from the two bodies. This report was believed to
possibly correlate to this loss incident. U.S. POWs who returned
during Operation Homecoming were unable to provide any information
on the precise fate of this air crew. After Operation Homecoming
the two crewmen were declared dead/body not recovered, based on a
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presumptive finding of death.

In December 1982, the Defense Intelligence Agency received
information from an American citizen claiming to know about live
U.S. POWs in Vietnam. The individual was interviewed by the U.S.
Air Force Office of Special Investigations. The individual stated
he knew of 19 American POWs alive in Vietnam. He provided the
names of seven of the 19, one of whom was Captain Jeffrey C. Lemon,
and described a recent visit' to Vietnam. U.S. investigators noted
that the seven names provided were the last seven U.S. servicemen
declared dead in 1982 and believed the names he provided was taken
from publicly available information for reasons which were unclear.
The source provided no other POW/MIA information.

South Vietnam Lewis C. Walton
Klaus Y. Bingham
James M. Luttrell

(1745)

On May 3, 1971, Team Asp, a long range reconnaissance patrol from
the 5th Special Forces Group, was landed in Quang Nam Province,
South Vietnam. The team included three American Staff Sergeants
and five Vietnamese from the U.S. Army Vietnam Training Advisory
Group. Fifteen minutes after landing the team keyed its
transmitter once but, in keeping with established procedures, did
not establish voice contact with friendly forces.

On May 5, 1971, two pilots saw mirror and panel signals and later
observed two individuals in green fatigue uniforms move the panels.

zone. Another rescue team landed in the area on May 14th but was

One American POW returned alive during Operation Homecoming
reported intercepting a radio broadcast that "Walton and Entrican"
were captured. This comment was equated to a possible reference to
Sergeant Walton. No returning POWs were able to provide any
information about the presence of either individual in the northern
Vietnamese prisomns.

The three servicemen were initially declared missing and in the
late 1970s were declared dead/body not recovered.

In August 1991 Joint Task Force Full Accounting team members
interviewed witnesses in Vietnam in an attempt to learn the fate of
this team. The Team was told about a firefight in the area of the
team’'s last known location on approximately July 7, 1971 during
which six "enemy" were reported killed. The Task Force included
this information in the casualty files of those involved in this
incident.
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Vietnam David P. Soyland
South Vi (1747)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

i am Danny D. Entrican
South Vietn (1748)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

i Madison A. Strohlein
South Vietnam (1756)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Daniel W. Thomas
Laos Donald G. Carr
(1758)

i i the pilot of an 0OV-10
uly 6, 1971, First Lieutenant Thomas was ]
g: g fzrwérd ai; control mission over Attopeg Prﬁ;gniiél gzl?z:§$
i im was Captain Carr, deputy commander

:::?sgzﬂie Commang Studies and Observation Group element gt gaﬁ@gﬁ
Phanom, Thailand, a passenger on the 0OV-10 for an orleg.g lot
flight: They did not make radio contact at ;FOQ hours, did n
return from their mission, and were declared missing.

i i inci i d operations of Team
ht coincided with an area of groun C
I'];gi:;; fL]é];.g, a Vietnamese led cross-borderhlo%er;tc;.ogesenteiarxlns eg:g
i i a
MACSOG’s base at Kontum, South Vietnam, whic :
intoothe J-9 target area'in Laos ang an the ;rlcixplt';gt?; genae:eya B:-.::.lce1
613. The team was extracte rom its . :
ﬁ:iirned safely at approximately 1630 hours. Upon lts.rﬁfggiiég
reported hearing an explosion or_imgécptgéiﬁheggtéoingygéier:1 tion
at about 1600 hours. This coincided wi e tim
Wheie the O0V-10 was last believed to be locat?d. A seargh ogrzze
area failed to disclose any evidence of the aircraft or its .

urni ide any information on
R ng U.S. POWs were unable to provi ]
e?therl gﬁptain Carr or Lieutenant Thomas. After Opesagzo:
Homecoming they were declared dead/body not recovered, base

pPresumptive finding of death.
During 1991, photographs of a German national were correlated by
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various individuals to be Captain Donald Carr. Defense Department
analysis of the information led to a conclusion that the photograph
and report that Captain Carr was alive was a hoax.

South Vietnam John W. Rennedy
(1768)

On August 16, 1971, Second Lieutenant Kennedy was the pilot of an
0-2 light observation aircraft which took off from Chu Lai Air Base
for a visual reconnaissance over Tien Phuoc District, Quang Tin
Province. He never returned from his mission and was declared
missing. A search and rescue effort failed to locate either him or
his aircraft. The area over which Lieutenant Kennedy was flying
was an area of known heavy enemy presence.

U.S. POWs who returned during Operation Homecoming had no
information on his precise fate.

In July 1974, a U.S. Army officer formerly assigned to Advisory
Team 16 in the area of Lieutenant Rennedy’'s disappearance wrote
after the fact to report having received an intelligence report
about the existence of a U.S. POW in Tien Phuoc District at the
time Lieutenant Kennedy disappeared. He also recalled that the
People’s Army of Vietnam 31st Regiment was operating in the area
where, and at the time, Lieutenant Rennedy was lost. In July 1978,
Lievtenant Kennedy was declared dead/body not recovered, based on
a presumptive finding of death.

In December 1989, U.S. intelligence received a report about an
American POW named "Jack Rennedy" and "Bunkquee." The name
"Bunkquee" appeared to be a corruption for the name "Bunkqueer, "
the name of a non-existent individual associated with fraudulent
dog tag reporting emanating from Vietnam. This report was placed
in Lieutenant Kennedy’s file due to the last name correlation to
the name "Jack Kennedy."

In April 1992, a joint U.S./Vietnamese team traveled to the area of
a reported crash site in Tien Phuoc District where a 1light
observation aircraft had reportedly landed in 1970 or 1971. The
pPilot reportedly died in the incident and his remains were buried
nearby but had been dug up by private persons in November 1991.
The team surveyed the crash site and a purported original burial
site. The team was later told the remains had disappeared from the
individual who possessed the recovered remains.

In September 1992, another joint team revisited the area and
received hearsay information about a crash site in the area of
Lieutenant Kennedy’s loss. The aircraft pilot had reportedly died
in the crash and his body had been recovered and buried.
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Leroy J. Cornwell
Laos Andrew Ivan, Jr.
(1771)

i f
ember 10, 1971, Captains Cornwell and Ivan were tye crew ©

glr: SE?-I-TD which 'crashed in Xieng FKhouang Province while on Ona.rel
operational mission in the Barrel Roll operating area. ne
parachute and probable F-4 aircraft wreckage was located in :f ;r 2
approximately 29 kilometers northeast qf Phc_me Savan aanb s l?;:d
kilometers east of Route 7. Their wingman est lswas
communications with Captain COrnVel} bgt ne{ther crewman
recovered and both were declared missing in action.

i d the wreckage was

lo hotography of the crash site suggeste > Wl
ggrning oveg: af) fvidely spread area. A 37n§m anti-aircraft gun
position was within 300 meters of the crash site and weapons three

positions fired on SAR forces.

urn i i i fate of the
ing U.S. POWs had no lnformathp on the precise f

ﬁsg cr;wgen. After Operation Homecoming both were dgclar?d Fllleg
in action, body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding o

death.

Scott W. McIntire
Laos (1782)

. . . . £t
December 10, 1971, Lieutenant Cglonel Mc{ntlre and his aircra
ggmmder, Major Robert E. Belli, were in one of twc% F-éggg
aircraft on a mission over the Mu 91a_Pass in support of a B
strike. They expended two AGCM-45 missiles agqxns? enemy Fan tgeg
radar which had acquired their aircraft. Tyelr aircraft :;s aen
hit by a surface to air missile, the explosion qomlng'so dengjor
of LTC McIntire and of sufficient.fqrge that it rendere g
Belli, in front of LTC MciIntire, lnltlal%y unconscxous.ll_ Jor
Belli ejected both himself and LTC McIntire. R_[ajor de lt as
rescued by search and rescue aircraft but LTC McIntire ciy;ffpo 1
located. Major Belli’s rescue, because of the extreme di flcturg
in rescuing someone from this higq threat area, became a fea

article in the Stars & Stripes military newspaper.

On December 11, 1971, a search and rescue helicopter locatei_LEE
McIintire handing limp in his parachute in a tall tree. ? flig L
surgeon on the aircraft stated LTC McIntLFe_appeared life esz.iﬁe
stated his professional view that the conditions of weathe; an the
position of the body after hanging suspendeg for 2q hou;s indica ed
LTC McIntire would have died of hypothermia wlth}n six houiz :ﬂ
was probably dead on December 11th. Heavy groundfire drove o e
SAR aircraft before LTC McIntire could be recovered.
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LTC McIntire was not reported alive in the north i
C t ; ern Vietnamese
prison system and his remains have not been recovered. He was

initially declared missing and in May 197
not recovered. g Yy 1872 was declared dead/body

North Vietnam Lawrence G. Stolz
Dale F. Koons

(1789)

On December 26, 1971, Captain Stolz and First Li

departed Ubon Air Base, Thailand, the number three;;fzééﬂﬁﬁfffgggg
of four on a strike mission against the Thanh Hoa storage complex
in the area of Thanh Hoa City, Thanh Hoa Province. The flight
became separated in the target area and Captain Stolz aircraft was
lasp seen pulling up into the overcast approximately 1-2 miles from
Egilihtarget. fEheyddid not rejoin the flight. An aerial search

e aircra and its crew fail
was declared missime. iled to locate them and the crew

On December 27, 1971, the Vietnam News en reported -
had ?een shot down over Thanh Hoa on Szieﬁggr g%th. ;ﬁ:taggizlé
implied that both crewmen had become caswalties and both their
names and pictures of their burned identity cards. In November
1572, photographs of their identity cards appeared in the North
Vietnamese published English language "Vietnam" magazine.

During the Operation Homecoming debriefing of repatriated POWs, two
returnegs described having seen their burned identity cards'in a
North Vietnamese magazine and read that Captain Stolz was dead.
Several returnees also reported hearing the name "Roons" and saw
the name "Koons, Dale" scratched into the wall at their POW camp.
DIA investigation determined the source of this was an American
civilian, Bobby Joe Keese, for reasons which were unclear.

After Operation Homecoming they were declared killed in action,
body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In March 1973, a former member of the People’s Army of Vi

] ietnam
desc;:.bed two graves he’d seen in Pebruary 1972 in Thanh Hoa
Province. The pilots were reportedly shot down and died in
pecggbez 1971. The graves were in the general area of this loss
incident.

fggaremains of Dale F. Koons were repatriated by Vietnam in April
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Frederick L. Holmes
(1793)

Over water

On December 30, 1971, Lieutenant Commander Holmes and his co-pilot,
Lieutenant Burton, were the lead A-6 aircraft in a strike mission
over North Vietnam. Their aircraft was observed to take a direct
hit from a surface to air missile. Lieutenant Burton was wounded,
blown clear of the aircraft and his parachute deployed
successfully. Another aircraft on the scene reported seeing two
good chutes deploy, but this report was later viewed as not
confirmed. A search and rescue aircraft then reported both pilots
in sight and in the water off Hon Nieu Island. Lieutenant Burton
was rescued by U.S. forces. SAR forces located a pilot’s ejection
seat and life raft possibly belonging to Lieutenant Commander
Holmes but were unable to locate either him or his chute in an area
with a large number of North Vietnamese sampans.

A Radio Hanoi broadcast referenced this incident, one of several
U.S. aircraft losses on the same date in the southern part of North
Vietnam. While some pilots were reported captured alive,
Lieutenant Commander Holmes’ name was not identified among those
captured. One returning POW recognized Lieutenant Commander
Holmes’ name but no returning POWs ever reported him alive in the
northern Vietnamese prison system.

In April 1975 Lieutenant Commander Holmes case was submitted for a
casualty review at the regquest of his next of kin. He was declared

dead/body not recovered.

Jameg F. Worth
(1810)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

South Vietnanm

Wayne L. Bolte
Anthony R. Giannangeli
Charles A. lLewis
Henry M. Serex
Robin F. Gatwood
(1811)

South Vietnam

On April 2, 1972, an EB-66 from Korat Air Base, Thailand, was on an
electronic countermeasure mission over North Vietnam. At
approximately 0850 hours an F-105 pilot in the area observed a
surface to air missile fired from the vicinity of the Demilitarized
Zone separating North and South Vietnam which hit the EB-66, code
name Bat 21. The EB-66 was then seen to be trailing flames from
both wings and crash into Quang Tri Province, South Vietnam. No
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one was seen to eject i
heard. 3 from the aircraft but a single beeper was

E?ter, ggtgﬁ czggagg was es§ablished with Lieutenant Colonel Iceal

e ?:EPIuD iﬁformat‘ne survivor, and he was rescuoned 12 days later

descotbey pfon ien that any other crewmen had survived H-

D Taviqaroy fhe Surface to alr missile dtovck below and Honing
¢ raft's £

I;;_.-e(s:%w Mad?-r Bolte after the hit but did not ]mgvfwiafr c}lecsgpa:;ment.

. other crewmen were declared missing in actio: 1e to

After the loss of the RB-66 i Arm

. ( - a Vietnam P ’ 1
;giggh l;:11::.1.«"55:.1es had been f’ired and “s::?lféf" sa tgrgleltt regorted
Dot f'.h ;:erfh reportec:.l. On April 2, 1972, Vietna.m.ese ;:399
r the People’s Ammy had fired missiles and hit a B-;g

killed in action, bod
finding of death. Y not recovered, based on a presumptive

South Vietnam Ronald P. Paschall
Byron K. Kulland
John W. Frink
(1812)

On April 2, 1972, a UH-1H helic

on - opter from the 1st Si i

ngggfggi %iz on-board was on a direct combat suppori}§22iig:lggde

2pang ri G g}souggg Tri Province. While searching for the crgi

et oW ll. . r_Force aircraft, the helicopter was hit b
ma arms fire and crashed. An airborne SAR mﬁ;sioz

failed to locate an i
su
action. Y survivors and the crew was declared missing in

In April 1972, a former Pe
. ople’'s Army of Vi
th . y o ietnam se
Sheioalteaes g e EreT on APAL L, 1972, which crashed noar an
o - e vicinity of this T
rggogew :asbelleved to have been killed in the cras]ilcissliln:zligﬁﬁté
American POW in April 1872 who was meses ecioPOZted sighting an
A 3 was being escort

;2§m3en Hai River in Quang Tri Province. gfhe Amegftgi? as capturod

an aircraft shot down by People’s Army forces was captured

In . s
alifgrgzrj%znc;p :ur:;.v:.ng crewman Jose M. Astorga was repatriated
hit ehorr hgl‘ ra len Homecoming. He reported that hostile fire
pot, thed elicopter’s fuel cell which exploded, engulfing thei
pter in flames. He believed all other créwmen diedgin i;:
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ensuing fire and crash, and neither he nor any other returning POWs
had any knowledge that any other crewmen survived into captivity.
After Operation Homecoming, the other crewmen were declared killed
in action, body not recovered based on a presumptive finding of

death.

South Vietnam Douglas L. Neil
Allen D. Christiansen

Bdward W. Williams
A. Zich
(1814)

On April 3, 1972, CW2 7ich and three other servicemen were on board
a UH1H helicopter on an in-country flight in the area of Quang Tri
City, Quang Tri Province, South Vietnam. The aircraft never
returned from its mission and there were no initial reports of the
aircraft’'s possible crash site. They were initially declared

missing in action.

In July 1974 U.S. intelligence received hearsay information on a
helicopter crash site and dead crew which might have correlated to
this incident;however, this incident was approximately 20
kilometers from the suspect area of loss. In January 1980 another
report was received about the explosion of a helicopter and the
location of remains associated with its crew but it could not be

specifically correlated to this loss incident.

There were no reports from returning U.S. POWs that CW2 2Zich or
other crewmen had been seen alive in captivity. After the end of
hostilities all were declared dead/body not recovered.

North Vietnam Thomas E. Dunlop
(1816)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

South Vietnam Howard B. Lull
Richard S. Schott
(1819)

Sergeant First Class Lull was one of seven
Americans from Advisory Team 47 and one French national present at
An Loc City, Binh Long Province, when forces of the South
Vietnamese Army’s 9th Regiment, 5th Infantry Division, were
attacked and overrun by tank led forces of the Vietnam People's

On Aapril 7, 1972,
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Army. Both Sergeant Lull and Colo
th i . nel Schott were initi
izgoit:fe;n;.es;u;% ;;t fCtlofI:; . The French national with the ;;é;igﬁg
re Y after capture. He was i
C;pthltY of those Americans with him but was una%giet;x;sggg{%rﬁ
the fate of Sergeant Lull and Lt. Colonel Schott. e

Returning U.S. POWsS repatriated in February
. 197
Lieutenant Colonel Schott was last seen on ngif eggte:ndth?.:

circumstances where he appeared to b
Lull was believed capturzg on April gtg?ad. Sergeant First Class

In February 1973, a member of the South Vi
3 € C Vletnamese.Army
%Efil :‘::ahd :éndc:ggauz:;latef in Fibré'uary 1973 reported th::P;:;gegagg
_ e and reached a South Vie Army
;L'gigﬁ;mati‘iy 13hk.1.lometers to the south of wﬁggeshis team pvov::
. ere he was reportedly killed in a Vi
The former commander of the South Vietnamese Arm;?: ggﬂgIzgggih.

Regiment stated t Iy
their bunkes. hat both Colonel Schott and Sergeant Lull died in

In December 1988, U.S. intelli
| .S. gence personnel intervi
LOFeer, S Viptoances Acxy persomel whopareicipated in the
c. ey described having be
when An Loc was retaken and the b di Y Rilled mems
collected and buried in a mass N hey stated tharied were
: . grave. They stated i
included the partially decomposed bodielg of twoth;;eﬁiaic;dle:
r

Lieutenant Colonel and a non-commi . 3
Sergeant Pirst Class. non-c ssioned officer, possibly a

During the post hostilities review

arir _ 3 of the cases of those carri

g;:z}ggd;nr:ifigginSergfant Luii.and Colonel Schott were ;:25:&22
/bc vered. Neither individual i i

captivity by other U.S. POWs captured at An Loc‘:’as seen alive in

South Vietnam Bruce C. Walker

Larry W. Potts
(1820)

See Vessev 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary

Laos Scott D. Retchie
(1824)

gn Fhe evening of Aprll_Q, 1972, First Lieutenant Retchie was the
aaj:giﬁor in an A-6A Whlch took off from the U.S.S. Coral Sea for
ths Trlke mission over lines and communications and supply points in

@ area of Tchepone, Savannakhet Province. After his second run
against a target of five trucks, he departed the target area and
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was at an altitude of 12,000 feet when his aircraft was hit in its
aft section by hostile anti-aircraft fire. His aircraft caught on
fire and began to spin. The pilot directed Lieutenant Ketchie to
eject. The pilot ejected but neither saw nor had contact with
Lieutenant Retchie from the time of the eject order and up to the
time the aircraft crashed. The crash site was in the Steel Tiger
east operational area east-northeast of Tchepone and near Vietnam’s

Demilitarized Zone.

The pilot, Major Smith, landed approxzimately 40 yards from the
crash site of their aircraft and remained in place for four days
until rescued. He never was able to establish any contact with
Lieutenant Ketchie. One U.S. search aircraft overhead in contact
with the surviving pilot “thought" he saw two parachutes on the
ground but this was not confirmed by any other source. Maj. Smith
was able to hear the sound of people in the area and coordinated
air strikes on them. On one occasion, a BLU-52 canister of gas was
dropped on the area by search and rescue forces and Major Smith was
himself gassed. Search and rescue forces searched the area for
Lieutenant Ketchie but were unable to locate any evidence of him
through the time the pilot was rescued.

On April 9, 1972, a Vietnam People’s Army unit reported having hit
an aircraft, the pilot had parachuted out, and search teams had
been sent to capture the pilot. On April 10, 1972, a unit reported
it had downed an aircraft and the pilot had been killed. A second
aircraft was also reported shot down and the unit said it heard an
aircraft was shot down on March 30th. Another report on April 10th
stated a pilot had been captured. These reports were believed to
possibly be associated with Lieutenant Retchie‘’s loss incident and

were placed in his file.

Lieutenant Ketchie was initially reported missing in action.
Returning U.S. POWs had no information on his precise fate. After
Operation Homecoming he was declared dead/body not recovered, based
on a presumptive finding of death.

South Vietnam Robert W. Brownlee, Jr.
(1834)

On April 24, 1972, Lieutenant Colonel Brownlee was with Advisory
Team 22 together with the South Vietnamese Army’s 47th Regiment at
a base designated Dak To II in Rontum Province. The position came
under heavy hostile attack and Colonel Brownlee withdrew from Dak
To II together with Captain Charles W. Creen and a South Vietnamese
Army interpreter, Sergeant Cao Ky Chi. Fording the nearby Poko
River, both Captain Creen and Sergeant Chi were swept downstream
and temporarily separated from Colonel Brownlee who reached the
south bank of the Poko River and began climbing a hill.
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After successfully evading, Sergeant Chi related that he had
reached the south bank of the Poko River and heard People’s Army of
Vietnam troops call out in Vietnamese to halt. He observed South
Vietnamese Army soldier approximately 100 meters away raise their

hands but had no personal knowledge of the fate of Colonel
Brownlee.

South Vietnamese personnel repatriated during Operation Homecoming
provided several hearsay accounts during 1973-1974 in an effort by
the Defense Attache Office, Saigon, to learn Colonel Brownlee's
fate. These accounts, all attributed to different South Vietnamese
Army prisoner sources, stated that Colonel Brownlee had committed

suicide prior to capture. None of these accounts could be
verified.

One returning U.S. POW, Captain Reeder, knew Colonel Brownlee had
been at Dak To II and knew him to be the senior district advisor
but had no knowledge of his fate. Captain Reeder had also heard an
account traced to a 42nd Regiment doctor that Colonel Brownlee was
dead, but Captain Reeder did not find the source to be reliable.

No returning U.S. POW was able to provide any information on
Colonel Brownlee’s precise fate. In November 1978 he was declared
dead/body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In May 1985, the Joint Casualty Resolution Center received a report
that a worker in the Dak To area had found human remains there.
This report was replaced in Colonel Brownlee’s file.

North Vietnam Joseph W. McDonald
(1842)

On May 3, 1972, Lieutenant McDonald and Captain David Williams were
the crewmen in the second A-6A aircraft in a flight of two on a
mission over Dong Hoi, Quang Binh Province. Their last
transmission was that they expected to be over water in two
minutes. This was after they had already finished attacking their
target. Their IFF beacon transponder was located well out to sea
after an extensive search. The search was terminated on May 5,
1972, There was no sighting of either the aircraft or crew. Both
individunals were initially declared missing. Both were declared
dead/body not recovered, after Operation Homecoming.

In June 1989 Vietnam repatriated the remains which were approved as
those of David Williams.

A U.S. team in Vietnam located archival documents reporting the
shoot down of a U.S. aircraft on May 3, 1972 in which the “air
pirates were torn apart." This incident is the only aircraft loss
in the area on that date.

APPENDIX 2 -~ SMITH 324 - Page 107

rth Vietnam Dennis E. Wilkinson
No * Jeffrey L. Harris
(1848)

i ilki the crewmen of an F-4E
May 10, 1972, Harris and Wilkinson were :
ﬁrém%ondhiMﬁmM.TMywmemm@bymnﬁiME
aircraft. Eye witnesses reported their i;ifraf: WLi%;:¥L;§; rag?o
i i i ac
tank was hit by cannon fire, and.they. no Jnowledge radso
issions to them. After belng_hlt their airc

:::223; maneuver, went into a steep dive and twenty seconds later

impacted in an area of rolling hills.

They were initially reported missin_g in action and ]?ghtgr w:;cse
declared dead/body not recovered, in May 1973. ﬁsl T s
reported by U.S. returning POWs to have been alive in the qoted m
Vietnamese prison system. Wilkinson’s remains were repatria

August 1978.

North Vietnam William W.lg?g?roft, Jr.
(

1970, Lieutenant Bancroft and his p%lot, Major
ggvigw??tﬁgkéiiz were'on an aeria{ regonnaissance mlSSlz? 9¥§§a?§
Tinh Province, North Vietnam. Their wingman reported an iz; gratt
fire in the area as Lieutenant Bancroft’'s alrcraft.pade i o o feey
pass. His aircraft suddenly exploded while apg;oxlmaﬁf‘zh Leet
above the grown. His aircraft crashed tail first an zne ner
was an all consuming explosion. There were no chutes or beep .

i initi d missing and his status
L tenant Bancroft was initially reporte
w;:uchanged to killed in action, body not recqyereq, on-Nﬁfegizi
21, 1970. Returning U.S. POWs did not report him alive with o
U.é. POWs in the northern Vietnamese prison system.

3 Rodn L. Strowbridge
South Vietnam o ey . Williams
(1855)

On May 11, 1972, Captains Strowbriﬁ%ﬁ.i:g.ﬁ;}ltgizéﬁéggotggi;szgig
- helicopter, one in a ig \

zgeégi;gis suppog; to South Vietnamese Army forcgs heaVng ﬁggiggd
by hostile units in the siege of An Loc towm, Binh Long ih taii
now renamed Song Be Province. Their hellcopter_was hit in fece i
boom and the boom was immediately seve;ed, possxbly'py a ﬁgr a eq
air missile. Their helicopter went into a flat spin an igfag're
but no one saw the actual crash. Heavy anti-aircra i
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precluded a search of the crash site area.

Egtzéiggmihgmﬁzhdeg}ifed missing in action. One returnee stated

€ Robert J. Williams in the POW co i i

. obe: mmun

zg:tem.but Captain Williams was not seen or reported aliv;cg;lgzs
urning POW. After Operation Homecoming the two crewmen werg

declared killed in action, bod
presumptive finding of e Y not recovered, based on a

In September 1974, the Joint Casualt i
_ 4 J Y Resolution C
crash site associated with a 1972 aircraft downin g.eng'iz ieemapoﬁzdo?
:eg:}oﬁiﬁfre reportedly buried nearby. In 1983 and 1984, JCRC
rema;g: igPiﬁi?:;Eg:rti?gkgbout aircraft wreckage associateh with
2 o eir crash. In Jul 1

i:porr:::ed dog-tag J.n?omation associated with Robe{'t Jg.s':vilfiamssou::g

ported his remains were in Bo Trach District, Quang Binh

Province. 1In May 1991, anoth i
v e€r source prev i
the Tong Le Chan reeducation camp providg o tac inpoarcerated at

d dog tag inf i i
the name Robert Willi ; g tag information with
Province. iams and asserted his remains were in Song Be

South Vietnan

Larry K. Morrow
(1868)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary

South Vietnam

Larry J. Newman
Stanley L. Lohrke
Richard E. Nyhot
Leon A. Hunt
Jacob A. Mercer
Donald H. Klinke
Richard M. Cole
Mark A. Danielson
Gerald F. Ayers
Robert H. Harrison
Robert A. Wilson
Paul FP. Gilbert
(1879)

On June 16, 1972, a C-130 escorted bv thr
’ ee F
Valley, ?hua Thien Province. On itg s
it was h;t by a shoulder fired SA-
number three engine, a small explosion occurred i i
A and the
iﬁparated from the aircraft. There were another expfgéfg;wgﬁg
flisgsciﬁxyfzizﬁrih?lowplflear of the aircraft. The aircraft, in
€ right wing and probably the tail missi
crashed, exploded and burned on impact in tﬁz A Luoilar::?Slggé

-4 was over the A Shau
econd orbit over the target
7 surface to air missile in the
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three crewmen blown from the aircraft -- Captain Gordon Bocher,
Staff Sergeant William Patterson and Second Lieutenant Robert Reid
~-- were rescued. A SAR effort over the area failed to locate any
other survivors.

At the time of this loss, a Vietnam People’s Army unit reported
engaging a U.S. B-52 over Quang Binh Province, the air crew
parachuted out, and all were captured. DIA believed this might
correlate to the AC-130 lost on June 18, 1972 because there were no
B-52 aircraft lost on that date.

Early in 1973, the Air Force member of the Army Attache
Exploitation Team in Laos (Project 5800-09-5) obtained information
from a People’'s Army soldier in Laos concerning the shoot down of
an AC-130 in the A Luoi area. The aircraft had been shot down by
the 36th Anti-Aircraft Battalion, Binh Tram 42. The burned remains
of six crewmen were reportedly found at the crash site. In June
1973 the Defense Attache Office in Saigon reported information from
a source about a C-130 crash at A Luoi in which all on board were
killed in the crash. Both reports were believed by DIA as possibly
associated with this loss incident and the reports were placed in
the files of the crewmen.

Since 1984, information has been received about a C-130 crash
believed correlated with this incident and has included assertions
that three crewmen were reportedly captured. Other reports have
referred to the recover of remains and there have been repeated
references to dog tag information associated with crewman Jacob E.
Mercer. In 1991 the Defense Intelligence Agency described such
reports as associated with Vietnamese intelligence service
operations.

North Vietnam James L. McCarty

(1882)

On June 24, 1972, First Lieutenants McCarty and Charles A. Jackson
were the crew of an F-4D which was engaged by six MIGs over Nghia
Lo Province and shot down by an air to air missile. Lieutenant
Jackson was captured on the ground. The second aircraft in their
flight with another two man crew, Grant and Beekman, was also
attacked by MIGs and shot down over Vinh Phu Province. The crews
of both aircraft were declared missing in action.

There were conflicting reports of contact with the crew of this
aircraft. It was later concluded that the reference to contact with
those in incident 1882 was incorrect and in fact referred to
contact on the ground with the aircrew of those in incident 1881.
First Lieutenant Jackson was captured, taught English to Vietnamese
prison system cadre in late 1972, and upon his release from
captivity during Operation Homecoming stated he did not believe
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that Lieutenant McCarty had been able to eject from their aircraft.

Following the shoot down, a People’s Army of Vietnam unit radioed
that its MIG-21 aircraft had downed two aircraft. U.s.
intelligence analysts later concluded that this report correctly
pertained to the shoot down of those involved in incident 1882 on
June 24th and the two crewmen from case 1882 also shot down on June
24th and captured on June 25th. On June 29, 1972, the Vietnam News

Agency reported First Lieutenant Jackson had been captured alive in
Nghia Lo Province.

Lt. McCarty was not confirmed alive in captivity. After Operation
Homecoming he was declared killed in action, body not recovered.

In December 1990, a joint U.S./Vietnamese team conducted a search
of the crash site and recovered a data plate confirmed to be from
one of the F-4D’s jet engines associated with this loss incident.
In the spring of 1991, a U.S. resident turned over a bone fragment
and dog tag type information said to come from a resident of
Vietnam and pertaining to three purported MIAs said to be
associated with an incident on Dong Dang District, Cao Bang
Province, an area bordering the People’s Republic of China. One of
the names was James L. McCarty. A July 5, 1991 DIA analysis
concluded the report was not true and "...part of a Vietnamese
government managed intelligence operation...*

In November 1991, a joint U.S./Vietnamese investigation gained
access to an apparent archival document describing the shoot down
of a U.S. aircraft by the People’s Air Force on June 24, 1972 in
Phu Yen District, Nghia Lo Province. Charles Allen Jackson was
identified by name as captured and partial body parts were also
found. Material evidence of the air loss was recovered and turned
over to Nghia Lo Province military. Lieutenant Jackson escaped
from custody that night but was recaptured in the morming.

North Vietnam Frank C. Green, Jr.
(1895)

On July 10, 1972, an A-4F piloted by Commander Green was the lead
aircraft in a flight of two on an armed reconnaissance mission over
Thanh Hoa Province. Commander Green "rolled in on his assigned
target and his wingman saw his aircraft crash into the ground and
erupt into a large fire. Diving under overhead flare illumination,
the wingman located the crash site with a large sustained fire on
the ground. There was no evidence that anyone had survived the
crash. Commander Green was declared missing in action.

During Operation Homecoming, a returning U.S. POW stated he was
told by a guard that the guard had Commander Green. However,
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ommander Green was not observed in captivity by any U.S. POWs.
gn October 1978, Commander Green was declargd.ﬁilled in action,
body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In November 1985, Vietnam provided the U.S. sidg with information
on Commander Green but did not provide any remains.

South Vietnam Francis W. Townsend
(1908)

i i in William
August 13, 1972, First Lieutenant Townsend and Captain
g? G;ﬁ;tt wére thé crewmen on an RF-4C airc;gft wh}ch crashed
northwest of the city of Dong Ha, Quang Tri Province, _South
Vietnam. Captain Gauntt was captured by ngple's Army of Vietnam
forces, taken to North Vietnam and repatriated during Operation
Homecoming.

ing his post-release debriefing, Captain Gauntt reported_hea.r:.ng
g:riggicatfgn that Lieutenant Townsend ejected from the aircraft.
SAR forces also reported an electronic beacon pigna; for fifteen
minutes from an area where Lieutenant Townsend is believed to haye
probably landed. North Vietnam three times ;eported shoot downs in
this area, on one occasion identifying the alrcgaft as an RF-4C and
stating that one pilot was captured at a location which is within
three miles of the known crash site.

In January 1975 a former People’s Army qﬁ Vie;pam soldier reported
seeing a wounded American in captivity circa July 1972 and
suffering from head and thigh wounds, eight kilometers east of tpe
aircraft crash site. Because Captain Gauntt was not wounded, this
was tentatively correlated to Lieutenant Townsend.

Lieutenant Townsend was not reported by repatriated Ame;igags as
alive in the North Vietnamese prison system. He was initially
declared mission in action and was declared dead/body not
recovered, in August 1979.

North vietnam John R. Pitzen
Orland J. Pender
(1910)

VOn August 17, 1972, Commander Pitzen and Lieutenant Pender were the

crew in an F-4J from the U.S.S. Xitty Hawk providing protection
against MIG aircraft for a flight of A-6 aircraft'over Kep Air
Field. During their mission and while last known in the area of
the town of Uong Bi, Quang Ninh Province, the A-6 reportgd th?t
four surface to air missile had been fired. Commander Pitzen's
aircraft disappeared from radar at 1910 hours at about the time of
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an explosion at an altit
C ude of 11,0
trace of either crewman or their éiggrgiit. There was no further

Returning U.S. POWs h .
After S . ad no information on thej .
body nOOPet rr:;:;.on Homecoming they were declared i’;.ilpgeqlse fate,
vered, based on a Presumptive finding ;} d}ntgctlon,

eath.

During 198 .

aboutgthe 3a§2§m:°E2F %ésualty ggsolution Center received

Pitzen and Lieute ash of an aircraft in the area wh reports
. nant Pender were lost. 1In December 193§e Cagtaln

L i l, a joint

down of a U.S. ai
-9+ aircraft by a surf : -
and one ace to air missi .
turned ovse];ete*:on were found after the crash ll;f; H enjan. remains
© a local team but were later stélen ©r whs were

North Vietnam Harry S. Mossman

On August :
the crg:w on2 (l’:'oa]:rgd-,?ah g:.?;tenant Mossman and Lieutenant Lesgte
mission in the area o:E Rogzeallgf-;ghtdlow level armed reconnai:s:szg
Pha - and near th
: €east-northeast of the major port of Hai igiszfl t;gg.ofICam
. ir last

ejecting from their aircraf im

g t at that ti :

vicini - e. An .

s ov‘tg_claasier. reported observing a flash undeo::-;h -t;elfea:;,cmrew >l mthe

aircrew was soor the vicinity of the A-6a's fligh fhrstoms

discovered anso: 'nl delt-enm'ned to be missing, and ;gs::ea palfhm.' fon

and below ceili;g ?fl:?s]; apE')I'hex.c oy 112 ‘es from thzclaStsgigﬁ
" 4. rew’'s la 2

Gulf of Tonkin after exiting over the Nor't:hSt ;‘ggartnamfn_:o:sa: aon:{e'? the

in an

area east of Hai Phon
- - Elec i i
evidence of the missigg cren tronic search failed to locate any

Durin i i
neavily Bandaged and serionsiy taimoen peors EoILng obserring o
2 S injure i
Prison after the loss incident of this af§::;£ bgg:gi}w;gtg gga co
. vidence

not recovered, based on A
POWs wh a presumptive finding of th
infomat?ior:turned from North Vietnam were gunabggat - Other u.s.

on the precise fate of the two airmen © provide any
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South Vietnam

In late 1989, a photograph was provided the Defense Intelligence

parents of Lieutenant Lester who were told the

Agency by the
wounded individual in the photograph was a possible candidate for

Lieutenant Lester.
was Major Lawrence R. Bailey, lost in Laos in 1961 and repatriated

alive in August 1962.

DIA confirmed the individual in the photograph

William J. Crockett
Lee M. Tigner
(1913)

jor Tigner and First Lieutenant Crockett were

On August 22, 1972, Ma
the crew in an F-4H, one in a flight of four on a combat mission

over Quang Tri Province, South Vietmam. Their aircraft was hit by
hostile ground fire in the right wing and the wing separated from
the airecraft. It rolled and within two to five seconds after being
hit had crashed into the ground at a speed of 450 knots, skipped,
and came to rest in the river at Quang Tri City, Quang Tri

No one was seen to eject from the aircraft before it

Province.
Both crewmen

crashed and there were no electronic beepers heard.
were declared killed in action, body not recovered.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on their precise fate.
After Operation Homecoming they were declared dead/body not

recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In July 1974 the U.S. Army’s 500th Military Intelligence Group
forwarded information from the South Vietnamese Army reporting
information that a U.S. jet aircraft had crashed during the war

approximately two kilometers west of Quang Tri City. Remains of an
were observed in the wreckage. This

American, clothing and boots
bly correlate to this loss incident.

report was believed to possi
The site was searched on July 26, 1974, and human remains were
recovered. The area was revisited on November 6, 1974, and more

artifacts, human teeth, and aircraft parts were recovered.

Laos Richard W. Herold
(1917)
William C. Wood, Jr.
Robert R. Greenwood
(1918)

1972, Captain Herold and a Lao forward observer
Laos, in an O-1F to conduct visual
de forward air control in support of two F-
e artillery positions in Xieng Khouang
4 aircraft was Captain Wood and Major

On September 2,
departed Vientiane,
reconnaissance and provi
4E aircraft striking hostil
Province. 1In one of the F-
Greenwood.
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While in the target area, an F-4 crew lost sight of Captain
Herold’s aircraft but later observed a large fireball in the area
where Captain Wood'’'s aircraft was last seen and aircraft wreckage
appeared to be falling to the ground in pieces. One fully deployed
parachute was alsc seen and a second unidentified cbject was also
observed falling at the same rate of speed. The parachute and
second object were not observed all the way to the ground. Other
debris was seen in the air and possibly two ejection seats
associated with the F-4 crew. After the incident, there was no
contact with Captain Herold. His aircraft’s wreckage was located
on the ground but there was no evidence of any survivors but two
parachutes were located approximately one mile apart.

Those on the scene concluded that Captain Herold’s aircraft had
collided with the F-4. The PF-4’'s wreckage was located
approximately four kilometers from the O-1 wreckage and there were
fresh trails leading to a nearby parachute. Both F-4 crewmen were
declared missing. One initial report of one blond haired American
alive on the ground was found to be incorrect when the "blond
haired" individual turned out to be an Lac wearing a light colored
hat.

On September 26, 1972, the Pathet Lao’s news service reported than
an F-4 had been shot down on September 1lst over the Plain of Jars
and it was believed by U.S. intelligence analysts that this
referred to the loss of Captain Wood’s aircraft.

Captain Herold was declared missing in action. Returning U.S. POWs
had no information on the three airmen involved in these two
related incidents. In January 1973 Captain Herold was declared
killed in action, body not recovered, based on a presumptive
finding of death. Captain Wood was also declared killed in action,
body not recovered, in August 1979.

In 1987 U.S. investigators located wreckage of the crash sites and
a propeller possibly associated with Captain Herold’s aircraft.
Other wreckage appeared correlated to an F-4.

Donald .. Gerstel
(1920)

Over water

On September 8, 1972, Lieutenant Commander Gerstel was the pilot of
an A-7B and flight leader of a flight of two aircraft from the
U.5.5. Midway on a night surveillance mission against merchant
shipping in the area of the island of Hon Nieu of the coast of
central Vietnam. Commander Gerstel's IFF identification equipment
was not functioning and his wingman’s IFF marker was being used to
monitor the flight as it was being vectored toward a North
Vietnamese boat anchorage at Hon Hieu.
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Commander Gerstel descended into the target area through severe
turbulence and lighting in order to determine the c¢loud base.
During this maneuver his aircraft was struck by lighting and he
radioed that he was "Ok" and there was "just a lot of sparks."
This was the last contact with him in an area between the islands
of Hon Nieu and Hon Mat, approximately ten kilometers of the coast
of Vietnam along the boundary of Nghe An and Ha Tinh Provinces.

Commander Gerstel was declared missing. An extensive search of the
ccean and island failed to disclose any sign of either him or his
aircraft. Returning U.S. POWs had no information on his precise
fate. In November 1978 he was declared killed in action, body not
recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

Verne G. Donelly
EKenneth R. Buell
(1924)

Over water

On September 17, 1972, Commander Donelly and Lieutenant Commander
Buell were the crew in an A-6A on a planned air strike in northern
North Vietnam. The last contact with them was at 0150 hours local
time. Seven minutes later, other airmen in the area observed an
explosion along Commander Donelly’s aircraft’s flight path in Hai
Hung Province, south of the port city of Hai Phong, Hai Phong
Province. The two crewmen were declared missing in action.

On September 17, 1972, Radioc Hanoi reported that its forces in Hai
Hung downed an A-6 aircraft. In a separate report, a North
Vietnamese unit radioed to Hai Phong that it had captured one pilot
on the morning of September 17, 1972. 1In a third report, North
Vietnam reported its forces in Hai Phong and other areas had shot
down hostile aircraft during the period 15-17 September. Due to
the similarity in date of loss and loss location, these reports
were believed to possibly correlate to those involved in this loss
incident.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on the precise fate of this
aircrew. After Operation Homecoming they were declared dead/body
not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

Laos Roger W. Carroll
bwight D. Cook
(1926)

On September 21, 1972, Carroll and Cook were the crew on-board an
F-4D on a combat operation over the Plain of Jars area of Xieng
Khouang Province, Laos. A forward air controller operating with
them observed them crash, apparently after being hit by hostile
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antiaircraft fire. He saw no parachutes prior to or after their

aircraft impacted and heard no beepers. Both airmen were declared
missing in action.

First Lieutenant Cook’s blood chit was reportedly recovered from
the crash site and sent to the Joint Personnel Recovery Center on
November 11, 1972 and there were human remains reportedly seen at
the crash site at the time the blood chit was recovered.

American POWs returning during Operation Homecoming were unable to
provide information on their precise fate. They were later
declared killed in action, body not recovered, based on a
presumptive finding of death.

In 1983, the Joint Casualty Resolution Center (JCRC) received
hearsay information of a crash site in the area of this loss
incident. 1In 1986 JCRC interviewed another source in Thailand who
reported having been at a crash site in Laos at the location of
this loss incident. The aircraft was scattered over a wide area.
The source reported seeing bones at the site and these were left in
place. JCRC received more reports in 1987 and 1988 describing a
crash site with human remains and artifacts. All these reports
were beljeved to correlate to this loss incident.

South Vietnam Daniel Borah

(1927)
See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

North Vietnam Robert D. Anderson

(1934)

On October 6, 1972, Lieutenant Colonel Anderson, pilot, and his
weapons systems officer, First Lieutenant Latella, were the crew of
an F-4E, one in a flight of four aircraft on a mission over North
Vietnam. A surface-to-air missile explosion in their area led to
a decision to depart the area. Contact with the aircraft was lost
and later reestablished with both crew members who were descending
in their parachutes. Lieutenant Latella was injured but Colonel
Anderson was not and reported no hostile ground forces below him.

On October 6, 1972, a Hanoi news release claimed six aircraft were
shot down on October 6th and a number of airmen were captured.
There were no names given but one of the areas mentioned correlated

to this aircraft downing, in fact, the only aircraft lost over
North Vietnam on October 6th.

Lieutenant Latella was captured and repatriated during Operation
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Homecoming. He reported being captured 1mmed1ate1Y.after lan
and had ng-contact with Colonel Anderson aﬁter the.pllot began the
ejection sequence to bail out of their crippled aircraft.

Colonel Anderson was initially declared missing in aqpion and was
not accounted for during Operation Homecoming. Returning POWs were
unable to confirm him alive in the northern Vietnamese prison

system. He was later declared dead/body not recovered.

.S. field team in Vietnam on December 10, 1990, investigated
%hjt:ls loss incident in Van Luong Village, Tam Thanh District.
Witnesses reported an aircraft shoot down %n t@e area in late 19?2,
the capture of one of the crew, and the sighting of human remains
in wreckage at the crash site. The U.S. team recoyered grtlfacts
reportedly recovered from the crash site which, }f valid, wou}d
indicate that at least one person was in.the aircraft when it
crashed. The case remains under investigation.

Laos John L. Carroll
(1944)

On November 7, 1972, Major Carrcoll was a member_of Detac@ment 1,
56th Special Oberations Wing, Udorn Air Base, Thg;lapd, flying over
Laos in an 0-1 using the call sign Raven 20. His aircraft was h%t
by hostile ground fire and crashed on a grass covered ridge in
Xieng Khouang Province. He radioed he survived the land%ng, was
receiving hostile small arms fire, anq_would stay by the aircraft.
This was the last transmission from him.

ircraft searching for him received intense hostile small arms
??r:lfrom the area gf his crash site. The pilot saw 6-7 enemy
soldiers within 100 feet of Major Carroll. Later, a SAR aircrew
came within twenty feet of the crash site and found a body under
the aircraft’s wing and with a massive head wound. From all
appearances he was dead and the body appeared to be that of Major
Carroll. Hostile forces within fifty feet of th? downed O-1 opened
up on the SAR aircraft and it was forced to withdraw. Basgd on
this evidence, in November 1972, Major Carroll was declared killed
in action, body not recovered.

Robert D. Morrissey
Robert M. Brown
(1945)

North Vietnam

In the early morning hours of November 7, 1972, Majorg Hprrissey
and Brown Q%ok off in a camouflaged F-111 from Takhli Air Base,
Thailand, for a mission against the Luat Son highway ferry in North
Vietnam. The last contact with the aircraft was at 0306 hours and
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an attempt to establish contact with them at 0400 hours was
unsuccessful. A search effort was launched and continued until
November 20th without locating any evidence of the crew or the
aircraft.

On November 8, 1972, the Vietnam News Agency reported that
according to the Reuters News Service, an F-111 was downed in Nghe
An Province and two airmen were missing. Another report on that
date stated this was the third F-111 lost over North Vietnam and
the F-111 was downed over Nghe An at 0400 hours.

On November 9, 1972, a People’s Army of Vietnam unit reported the
shoot down of an F-1ll which was said to have been downed in Nghe
An Province but actually had crashed in Quang Binh Province.
Another report transmitting information about the reported downing
of an F-4 on November 7th stated the pilot had been captured and
they were to "conceal the accomplishment." This F-4 related report
was placed in the files of these two missing airmen. A further
report on November 14th stated a special team was being sent to
recover the FP-11l1A in Quang Binh and oversee movement of its hulk.

Both airmen were initially reported missing. Returning U.S. POWs
had no information on their precise fate. After Operation
Homecoming they were declared dead/body not recovered, based on a
presumptive finding of death. Major Brown’s name was recently the
subject of a dog tag type report which reached DIA.

In January 1992 U.S. investigators in Vietnam reviewed a People’s
Army report of air defense operations in Military Region 4. One
item dated November 7, 1972, listed the shoot down of a low flying
F-111] downed by the 359th Company, Quang Binh forces, with two
(crewmen) killed. In July 1992 U.S. investigators in Le Thuy
District, Quang Binh located an F-111 strut used as a fence post,
part of one ton of aircraft wreckage in the possession of a local
resident near the crash site associated with this incident. The
suspected crash site was near a mountain peak on a 45 degree slope.
A photo of Major Brown’'s identity card was located in the Quang
Binh Provincial museum together with an F-111A data plate. The
material referred to a "Major Robert" as "dead" in an F-111A shoot
down over Quang Binh Province.

In October 1992 Major Brown’s son visited Moscow and was told by

Russian officials of KGB officials who apparently had knowledge of
an F-111 transfer to the USSR in November 1972.

Laos Donald C. Breuer
(1947)

On November 20, 1972, Captain Breuer and Captain Anderson were the
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crew on-board an F-4J, one in a flight of two aircraft on a combat
operation over Savannakhet Province, Laos. Their aircraft was hit
by anti-aircraft fire and crashed 35 kilometers southeast of
Tchepone and 300 meters from Route 90. This is in an area
southwest of the Demilitarized Zone separating North and South
Vietnam. Captain Anderson parachuted safely from the aircraft, was
located by search and rescue forces, and was recovered. He stated
he didn’t see Captain Breuer parachute from their damaged aircraft
and did not hear a beeper from him. Captain Breuer was declared
missing in action.

After the crash, a North Vietnamese Army unit reported on November
20th that a pilot had landed but there was no mention of the
specific type of aircraft involved and the pilot‘’s nationality was
not given. The report was associated with an incident occurring in
the general area of the Demilitarized Zone separating North and
South Vietnam. An intelligence comment on this report indicated a
tentative correlation of the report to this loss incident based on
it being the only reported aircraft loss at this point in time.

On April 28, 1972, Pathet Lao radio news service reported three
U.S. aircraft were hit in Saravane Province on November 18th and
19th. Pilots were killed in two F-4 and one T-28 air incident.
This report was placed in the files of these individuals because of
the country of loss and date of incident.

Returning U.S. POWs during Operation Homecoming early in 1973 had
no information on Captain Breuer‘’s fate. After Operation
Homecoming Captain Breuer was declared killed in action, body not
recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

In April 1973, a North Vietnamese soldier from Binh Tram 41, 473rd
Transportation Division, Group 559, reported having seen an
American F-4 hit by antiaircraft fire and crash near the village of
Ban Dong, Savannakhet Province, east of the border with Thua Thien
Province, South Vietnam and in the area in which his division was
operating. This is in an area west of the DMZ and in the general
area of Highway 9. He reported seeing two parachutes. One airman
landed and was rescued. Later, he observed a body of an American
airman which had been stripped nude and was told the other airman
had died. The area of the sighting was correlated to this loss
incident.

This loss incident crash site was visited by a joint U.S./Laoc team
in Muong Nong District, Savannakhet Province, during 28 October-1
November 1992. The team recovered artifacts said to have belonged
to the pilot who was rescued. There was no specific information on
the fate of the second crewman.
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South Vietnam Bobby M. Jones
Jack R. Harv
(1949)

On November 2 i i i

ST e ey e R T

T L LN SN A

remel L e ek iy S S

:lt::igoudlfs:;pteggggiati them with thiy:?ng.ssﬁlgliraez% b:ﬁiii;jéﬂaég
r aircraft wreckage was located on Bach Ma

Mountain in Phu Loc District i s
associated with their crash o i'tei.'hua Thien Province and believed

zsgntuaiilg ftife. ggwsth":riw‘;n aﬁ: to provide any information on the
declared killed in action :mg airmen. In 1978 they were
presumptive finding of death., ody not recovered, based on a

North Vietnam James R. McElvain
(1952)

On December 18, 1972, Maj i
8, Jor McElvain and Colonel R
depqrted_Taghll Alr Base, Thailand, in an F-111A for a é?ﬁgfz :ﬁig

had passed over the coastli
he ine. There was no further ¢ i i
from.them and their intended course was to be out over msaizlgg

gnBlzggemlﬁer 19, .1972, ‘the People’s Army reported it had shot down
B nons t t;- pPrévious night and captured seven airmen. In another
POrt, the seven captured were described as coming two B-52 and

from a downed B-52 crew. No names of any Americans were in these

reports. These i :
missing airmee reports were placed in the files of the these

One returnee stated he mi i
ght have heard McElvain’s name on i
broadcast. No other returnees heard the name and no 2e;3§.i;?:
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monitoring service reported his name on any domestic of foreign
broadcasts. A next of kin of one of the crewmen received a rumor

their aircraft had been shot down by a U.S. Navy aircraft.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on the fate of the two
crewmen. After Operation homecoming they were declared killed in
action, body not recovered.

North Vietnam Arthur V. McLaughlin
John F. Stewart
Randolph A. Perry
Irwin S. Lerner
(1955)

On December 20, 1972, a B-52 with a six man crew departed Utapao
Air Base, Thailand, one in a cell of three B-52s who were part of
a larger bombing force on a nighttime ARC LIGHT bombing mission
over North Vietnam. At 2030 hours and prior to reaching their
target, the B-52 was hit by a surface to air missile. Attempts to
contact the crew were unsuccessful and darkness prevented the
sighting of any parachutes. Beepers were heard but could not be
correlated to any specific crewmen from this aircraft due to
multiple aircraft losses and beepers from other downed crewmen.

After the shoot down, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV)
announced the capture of one crewman, Captain Paul L. Granger and
a second crewman, Captain Thomas J. Klomann, was listed as a POW to
be repatriated on the DRV 1list provided the U.S. in Paris on

January 27, 1973.

After his release from captivity, Captain Granger stated that his
aircraft was attacked by a MIG aircraft when they were
approximately 70 kilometers from Hanoi. Then, surface to air
missiles were launched; one struck the right wing of their aircraft
and a second SAM exploded in front of the B-52's cockpit. There
was a noticeable thump which was either another exploding SAM or
the navigator, Captain Klomann, ejecting. Captain Granger ejected
at an altitude of 28,000 feet when ordered to do so by Major
Stuart, the aircraft commander. Neither Captain Granger nor
Captain Klomann had any information on the eventual fate of other
Crewmen. The remaining crewmen, all declared missing in action, at
the time, were declared killed in action, body not recovered, by

1982.

Laos Frank A. Gould
(1959)

On December 20, 1972, a B-52D on a mission over North Vietnam was
hit by a surface to air missile while over Hanoi. The pilot
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followed his exit route from the area and headed for Laos. The
aircraft started losing power 25 minutes later and there were
control problems with the aircraft. The crew initiated bailout
procedures that night while at an altitude of 19,000 feet and over
mountainous jungle terrain just over the border of North Vietnam
and over Laos.

Major Gould suffered injuries to his right arm and leg from the
surface to air missile explosion but had been able to apply
bandages to the bleeding which had nearly stopped by the time other
crewmen successfully ejected from the B-52. The aircraft’s co-
pilot heard Major Gould’s ejection seat firing sequence but did not
observe him eject from the aircraft. The aircraft crashed in Houa
Phan Province approximately 40 kilometers northeast of the Ban Ban
Valley in eastern Xieng Khouang Province. Search and rescue forces
recovered five crewmen on December 21st but there was no parachute
or beeper from Major Gould and he was declared missing in action.

On the late afternoon of December 21, SAR forces saw possible
nirror flashes from an area where the five survivors were rescued
but nightfall prevented identification of the source of the
possible mirror flashes. The SAR effort continued the next day in
the area but without locating any evidence of Major Gould.

One returning U.S. POW had knowledge of Major Gould, but what he
learned about Major Gould was received prior to his own mission.
He heard that Major Gould was alive on the ground and awaiting
rescue but no information in such a context has ever surfaced.
Major Gould’s name did not appear in POW communications channels.
After Operation Homecoming Major Gould was declared killed in
action, body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of
death.

In February 1991, U.S. intelligence received a report with identity
card information associated with Major Gould and traced to a
resident of Xieng Khouang Province. In March 1991, a report came
from a Lao resident in Thailand claiming that remains and artifacts
had been recovered from northeast Laos near the border of North
Vietnam. The report was believed possibly correlated to this
incident. In December 1991, a source turned over information
associated with a B-52 data plate and identity card information of
Frank A. Gould. The source provided hearsay information that Major
Gould was alive and living in Cudomsai Province, Laos, with a Lao
wife and four childrern in an area approximately 6-7 kilometers east
of the town of Ban Houay Sai near the border with Thailand.

Laos Paunl V. Jackson, III
(1967)

On December 24, 1972, Captain Jackson was the pilot of an 0O-1
serving as a forward air controller for a flight of four A-7D
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aircraft on combat operations over the southern portion of the
Plain of Jars, Xieng Khouang Province. Captain Jackson’s aircraft
collided with an A-7D in an area approximately four kilometers west
of Route 5. The other aircraft’s pilot, Captain Charles F. Reiss,
parachuted from his aircraft, was captured by People’s Army of
Vietnam forces, and was transported to North Vietnam. qhe two
aircraft crashed 1500 yards apart and Captain Jackson’s aircraft
exploded and burned on impact.

One good parachute was seen at the time and this was identified as
Captain Reiss who established voice contact .from. the ground,
reporting a leg injury. He was declared missing in action and
reclassified as a POW after his name appeared on the Pathet Lao
list released on February 1, 1573. He was released on March 28,
1973, during Operation Homecoming.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on Captain Jackson. Capta;n
Jackson was declared killed in action, body not recovered, in
Januvary 1973.

Laos John R. Wallerstedt
Steven B. Johnson
(1977)

On January 4, 1973, Captains Wallerstedt and Johnson were the‘crew
in an F-4D on an operational mission over Savannakhep Province.
Their aircraft was apparently struck by hostile groundfire apd went
out of control while recovering from a bombing run. The alrcrgft
crashed approximately 30 kilometers southwest of Tchepone and five
kilometers north of Route 9. Both crewmen parachuted from the
aircraft and landed approximately 30 meters apart. The crewmen had
radio contact with one another while coming down in the parachute.
Search and rescue forces were later able to establish radio contact
with Captain Wallerstedt but did not establish contact with Captain
Johnson.

Captain Wallerstedt located Captain Johnson on the ground, pinned
under a tree limb too heavy for him to lift. It appeared that
Captain Johnson’s parachute landing into trees had broken off a
limb which fell on him. Captain Johnson was unconscious, bleeding
profusely from the mouth and ncse, and was gasping for breath.

After 15 minutes in that state Captain Wallerstedt could detect no
Pulse. Due to approaching hostile ground forces, Captain
Wallerstedt left Captain Johnson, showing no signs of life, and
evaded. He was later rescued.

Captain Johnson was declared killed in action, body not Fecovereq,
in January 1973. Returning U.S. POWs had no information on his
fate.
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South Vietnam Richard A. Enutson
Mickey A. Wilson
William A. Stinson
Manuel A. Iauterio
Elbert W. Bush
William L. Dean
(1978)

On January 8, 1973, a UH-1H helicopter from the 62nd

Ayigtion Company with a crew of four and three passengers from the
Military Assistance Command Army Advisory Group departed Landing
Zone Sally in Quang Tri Province en route to Quang Tri City. It
was later reported to have flown across the Thach Han River into
hostile territory and circled twice with its gquns firing at an
unkngwn ground target. It was then fired on by the People’s Army
og Vietnam using SA-7 ground to air missiles. The first missile
missed and the second hit the helicopter’s boom. A third hit the
hgllcopter proper prior to its crash in the area of the South
Vietnamese Army’s Ai Tu Combat Base. Multiple SA-7 launches drove
off SAR forces in the area of the helicopter shoot down. The seven
servicemen were declared missing in action.

Sgbsequent to their loss, CIA forwarded hearsay information from a
Vietnamese source reporting a helicopter had been shot down on
January 8, 1973, in the area of this loss incident. Four U.S.
pilots were reportedly captured and the fate of two other crewmen
was unknown. DIA later determined that CIA had terminated the
source due to possible fabrication of information.

DIA In August 1973, DIA received a hearsay report of a helicopter
crash site in the area of this loss incident. Two remains were

re?ortedly in the crash site area in Trieu Phong District, Quang
Tri Province.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on the precise fate of the

missing servicemen. After Operation Homecoming, all were declared
dead/body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

South Vietnam Mark A. Peterson
George W. Morris, Jr.
(1981)

See Vessey 135 Discrepancy Cases for case summary.

Laos Arthur D. Bollinger
Dale Brandenburg
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Peter R. Cressman
Joseph A. Matejov
Todd M. Melton
Severo J. Primm, III
George R. Spitz
(1983)

On February 5, 1973, an EC-47(Q disappeared over Saravan Province
while on an electronic inteiligence mission. An airborne search
effort later located the wreckage of the aircraft. A ground search
team located three or four charred bodies and was able to recover
one of them, the remains of Robert E. Bernhardt. In providing his
own analytical comments concerning the meaning of a Vietnam
People’s Army radio message intercepted shortly after the loss of
the EC-47Q, Baron 52, an U.S. Air Force communications analyst
concluded the substance of the message indicated that several of
the Baron 52 had been captured alive and were being moved to North
Vietnam. However, based on the condition of the crash site and the
evidence found there, the commander of the unit concluded that
those on the aircraft had all perished. In February 1973 the crew
was declared killed in action, body not recovered based on a
presumptive finding of death.

In June 1989, a private U.S. POW/MIA hunter in Thailand reported
information from a self declared Laoc resistance leader that six of
the Baron 52 crew were alive and he believed they were being held
in Saravan Province. In June 1990, a DIA field element in
Thailand, the Stony Beach Team, received information from a source
asserting that five of the crew were alive and living with ethnic
Lao Theung in Laos (Bollinger, Brandenburg, Spitz, Primm,
Cressman.) A Lao resistance group asserted it would take action.
DIA concluded this was a similar to the earlier and fabricated
report.

In the fall of 1992, the Senate Select Committee received sworn
testimony from DIA’‘s senior POW/MIA analyst, Robert DeStatte. Mr.
DeStatte provided detailed information on what was known about the
disappearance of Baron 52 and the intercepted North Vietnamese
communications, noting that the report that so excited the U.S. Air
Force analyst actually related to the movement of four airmen to
the area of the port city of Vinh in the panhandle of North Vietnam
and hundreds of kilometers from the site of Baron 52°'s
disappearance. With such a message received only minutes after the
loss of Baron 52 in South Laos, DIA concluded the report correlated
to airmen other than those in Baron 52.

In October 1992 the Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on
POW/MIA Affairs forwarded his strong recommendation to the Lao
Government that the planned crash site investigation of Baron 52
take place as scheduled. On November 2, 1992, a joint U.S./Lao
team traveled to Sekong Province and to the crash site of Baron 52.
The team found the wreckage still there. Two witnesses were
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interviewed who described the crash of the aircraft and the
resultant fire. One witness described visiting the site the next
morning and finding a burned corpse which was recovered by SAR

aircraft. Three North Vietnamese advisors arrived several days
later to inspect the site.

The joint team recovered one of Joseph A. Matejov'’'s dog tags from
the site as well as personal and military artifacts, including
pieces of two flight suits. The team’s recovery of unopened
parachute canopy releases indicated some of the missing crewmen
were undoubtedly still on board the aircraft at the time of impact.

South Vietnam Joseph G. Greenleaf
Clemie McKinney
(2044)

On April 14, 1972, Lieutenants Greenleaf and McKinney were the crew
in an F-4J, one in a flight of three over an area approximately 25
kilometers northwest of Quang Tri City, Quang Tri Province. A

and crash just south of the Demilitarized Zone separating North and
South Vietnam. It was observed throughout the dive and impact by
a forward air controller who reported the aircraft crashed with

canopies in place and there were no ejections. Both crewmen were
declared missing in action.

Returning U.S. POWs had no information on their precise fate.
After Operation Homecoming they were declared killed in action,
body not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death.

On August 14, 1985, Vietnamese officials repatriated remains
identified as Lieutenant McKinney. U.S. officials were told that
Lieutenant Greenleaf had died at Cua Viet, Quang Tri Province, in
November 1972. In August 1991, U.S. investigators in Vietnam
uncovered records of the 280th Air Defense Regiment referencing the
downing of an Aircraft on April 14, 1972 and possibly associated
with this loss incident. One shovel on display at the unit museum

was reportedly recovered by the 103th Battalion from the aircraft’s
crash site.
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Laos Melvin A. Hol;and
Herbert A. Kirk
Patrick L. Shaﬁ?on
Henry G. Gis
wWillis R. Hall
Clarence F. Blanton
James H. Calfee
James W. Davis
Dave S. Price
Donald K. Springsteadah
Don F. Worley
(2052)

i ilitary technicians
arch 11, 1968, a group of U.S. Air Force mi
ggtﬁ persoﬂal décumentation as c1v111ag membe;s of .Locggeig
Aircraft Service were based on Phou Pha Thi gfpnta}n:E:OEL;: -
. . n
Houa Phan Province. This was a covert operation i : own
th: code name Project HEAVY GREEN. In the early morning pre;da:g
hours of March 11th, the site was assaulted and overrun by a for
of People’s Army of Vietnam Bartels sappeﬁf.l Elghiﬁiec:gzggzzg
i e
ed and were evacuated, one of whom die ater whi

:zc%gon, Thailand. Eleven others at the ?ACAN SlFe were decla;ed
missing. All were later reinstated to their U.S. Air Force service
status and rank.

70 the families were brought to Washington and_brxefed
gg g:cgii-gugstances of loss of tpese servicemen. Returr;.\.;agz Uéﬁé
POWs had no information on the:.:.: precise fate. In 982 he
Secretary of the Air Force declass;f%ed the project for t e‘n st
time and the 11 U.S. Air Force servicemen who became msafgnse
Lima Site 85 on Phou Pha Thi Mountain were.enter?d ontg thebod nse
Department’s official casualty roles as killed in action, Y
recovered.

icer of the People’s Army of Vietnam, described to
iﬁeligigyégﬁgfghe's Exploitation'Team (Project 5310;?3;F) :egxo:
Interrogation Officer how his un%t was preceded up the aﬁéat zhe
hand picked small sapper force which overcame U.S. persg}r‘mepeo (he
TACAN site. BHe heard some were th:':own off the cliff. 1? : é: es
Army forces seized sensitive equipment and docyments e oraware
TACAN site was bombed by U.S. aircraft. The officer wasl?ot aware
of any American who was taken prisoner or survived tde sgtgpes
assault and is the only People’s Army source who assaulte i
and came into U.S. hands during the war.

 One report from the same Exploitation Team in 1972 from a former

i i i d to the Pathet
Lao described a male caucasian being escorte
g?%iacféuarters early in 1968 but thlf sa.glhgtgLong gg;i.ceir r;)c:;: hgz
correlated to those at Lima Site 85. 1In ate a
Lao stated that three U.S. had indeed survived and had beentt%kgg
away from Site 85. This report followed a January 19§9 report fr
a private U.S. citizen and POW/MIA hunter offering information on
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275 U.S. POWs in Southeast Asia at 17 different locations, 3 of

whom correlated to names of those missing at Site 85.

Over water Barry E. Mitchell
Michael J. Kustiqi

(2053)

On the morning of May 6 19&8 i
6, + Seamen Mitchell d igi i
gg:ciepogiefgzn:pé:isigned worked detail on boargnthzugtggéanLg;g
. ch was at the time an estimated ‘mile
Elr::oc?:iset GoflfCentral Vg.etnam in the South China Seea 4211;1:. i::dgrfxf
diko ) of Tonkin. An on-board investigation failed tg
e t.h:e any cogent reaso_n f_or the disappearance of the two seamex?x
and shii; v::;e pl;:eeffil;tuesd :u.ss::.ng .WhBot.h had been confirmed on board
vening en the ship was well

gg:zggzésa ﬁgter U.S. Navy rgview board claggified the i;ot;e;e:é

and they were not listed as Southeast Asia casualties due

to the Defense Departm ’ i i
casualty reports. P ent’s policy of excluding deserters from

In 1979 the U.S. Navy reviewed it i
: -S. Navy 8 previous findings in
Mitchell and Kustigian. Upon review, both sea.mgn werzhed::f:rgg

missing non-hostile and then decl
based on a presumptive finding of daezeti.dead/bOdY not recovered,

After their initial disa
pPpearance, a Stars and i 1
g}::égg:gus_ljé reported them as havinc_; been located. Sg‘]‘o?tiseraglgite:
Ortered. tlant :Srmab lf:oshi:hz:sﬂarry Mitc;hell was seen later in Ptht':':
L ] never confirmed and nei aman
ever been confirmed alive since the night of May 5t§3§ih?e1968 2:2

the precise circumstances of i i
never been definitely‘establisggg?J: Gisappearance and fate have
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DIA ANALYSIS OF THE 324-NAME LIST
PREPARED BY THE OFFICE OF SENATOR BOB SMITH

On 1 December 1992, the office of Senator Bob Smith released a document entitled
"J.S. POW/MIAs Who May Have Survived in Captivity." This document included a
list of 324 names of individuals who are alleged to be candidates for survival
but in fact include mainly persons who died during wartime.

The 324-name list consists of a mix of cases that include individuals whose
remains have been repatriated and identified, persons known to have died during
wartime or in captivity, persons for whom there is no analytic basis to indicate
survival, and still others who can be considered potential candidates for having
survived the loss incident, capture and/or captivity. The individuals among the
last group—-those who can be considered potential candidates for live prisoners=-
make up less than 50% of those on the 324-1ist. All of these persons have
previously been identified by the Department of Defense as priority discrepancy
cases. '

As noted in the cover sheet included with the 3Z24-name list, the office of
Senator Bob Smith based its list on several factors, some of which are indeed
valid indicators of possible survival of the incident, capture, and captivity.
Others, however, are based on incomplete, out-of date, or inaccurate information
or on data taken out of context. Over 50% of the individuals were placed on this
list on the basis of this type of flawed data.

DIA has conducted a detailed and comprehensive all-source analysis of the
totality of information available on all individuals on the 324-name list. This
{nformation comprises wartime and postwar reporting and data collected during
joint in-country investigations and from archival research. DIA has also drawn
from information acquired after all returned POWs had been thoroughly debriefed
and their reporting had been cross checked and analyzed.

Based on this thorough review of the entire range of all-source intelligence
available today, DIA has determined the following regarding the 324-name list:

The remains of five of the individuals named on the list have been
returned to their families.

In over 50% of the listed cases, the individuals either died in their
incidents or there exists no analytic basis to indicate survival.

Less than 50% of the listed cases are among the priority discrepancy cases
in which there exists an analytic basis to suggest the individuals might
reasonably be considered potential candidates for survival of the loss
incident, capture, and/or captivity. Many of the priority discrepancy
cases are not identified on the 324-name list.

DIA has reviewed the cases of all individuals unaccounted for in Indochina to
determine which persons could potentially have survived their incidents and
become captives. These have been identified as priority discrepancy cases and
are the focus of joint investigations carried out by the CINPAC Joint Task
Force - Full Accounting.



DIA ANALYSIS OF THE 324-NAME LIST
PREPARED BY THE OFFICE OF SENATOR BOB SMITH

On 1 December 1992, the office of Senator Bob Smith released a document entit]ed
“U.S. POW/MIAs Who May Have Survived in Captivity." This document included a
1ist of 324 names of individuals who are alleged to be candidates for survival
but in fact include mainly persons who died during wartime. (See Tab A.)

The 324-name 1ist consists of a mix of cases that include individuals whose
remains have been repatriated and identified, persons known to have died during
wartime or in captivity, persons for whom there is no analytic basis to indicate
survival, and still others who can be considered potential candidates for having
survived the loss incident, capture and/or captivity. The individuals among the
last group--those who can be considered potential candidates for live prisoners--
make up less than 50% of those on the 324-1ist. A1l of these persons have
previously been identified by the Department of Defense as priority discrepancy
cases. '

As noted in the cover sheet included with the 324-name 1ist, the office of
Senator Bob Smith based its list on several factors, some of which are {ndeed
valid indicators of possible survival of the incident, capture, and captivity.
Others, however, are based on Tncomplete, out-of date, or inaccurate information
or on data taken out of context. Over 50% of the individuals were placed on this
list on the basis of this type of flawed data.

DIA has conducted a detailed and comprehensive all-source analysis of the
totality of information available on all individuals on the 324-name list. This
information comprises wartime and postwar reporting and data collected during
Joint in-country investigations and from archival research. DIA has also drawn
from information acquired after all returned POWs had been thoroughly debriefed
and their reporting had been cross checked and analyzed.

Based on this thorough review of the entire range of all-source intelligence
available today, DIA has determined the following regarding the 324-name 11ist:

The remains of five of the individuals named on the list have been
returned to their families. (See Tab B.)

In over 50% of the listed cases, the individuals either died in their

incidents or there exists no analytic basis to indicate survival.
(See Tab C.)

Less than 50% of the listed cases are among the priority discrepancy cases
in which there exists an analytic basis to suggest the individuals might
reasonably be considered potential candidates for survival of the loss
incident, capture, and/or captivity. (See Tab D.) Many of the priority
discrepancy cases are not identified on the 324~name list.

DIA has reviewed the cases of all individuals uraccounted for in Indochina to
tietermine which persons could potentially have survived their jncidents and
become captives. These have been identified as priority discrepancy cases and
are the focus of joint investigations carried out by the CINPAC Joint Task
Force - Full Accounting.

TAEB B

NAMES OF PERSONS WHOSE REMAINS HAVE BEEN REPATRIATED
BUT WHO APPEAR ON THE 324—NAME LIST

PRODUCED BY THE OFFICE OF SENATOR BOB SMITH



ANDREWS. WILLIAM R. REMAINS REPATRIATED SEPTEMBER 1990.
JOHNS, VERNON 7. REMAINS REPATRIATED APRIL 1989.

KOONS, DALE F. REMAINS REPATRIATED APRIL 1988.
MAMIYA, JOHN M. REMAINS REPATRIATED MARCH 1988. . TAB C

MCLEARY, GEORGE C. REMAINS REPATRIATED JULY 1988.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO DID NOT SURVIVE BUT
APPEAR ON THE 324-NAME LIST

PRODUCED BY THE OFFICE OF SENATOR BOB SMITH




ADAM, JOHN (1187): AIRCRAFT DISAPPEARED SUDDENLY WHILE ON A NIGHTTIM

ﬂISSION. ANOTHER AIRCRAFT SPOTTED A LARGE GROUND FIRE IN THE AREAIBSTFégSEbnsg$
EONFIRH IT WAS THE MISSING AIRCRAFT. DAYLIGHT FOLLOW-UP WAS ALSO UNSUCCESSFUL
NO INDICATION OF SURVIVAL OF ANY OF THE NINE CREWMEN. CITED INTERCEPT REPORTS
THAT A SOVIET CORRESPONDENT MENTIONED THE NAME OF JOHN ADAM AS BEING DOWNED 1IN

LAOS; NO MENTION WAS MADE OF ANY OF OTHER EIGHT CR
INDICATION OF SURVIVAL OF ANY OF THE CREW EW MEMBERS, NOR WAS THERE ANY

ADAMS, LEE (0307): AIRCRAFT CRASHED INTO GROUND WHILE DIVING TO

STRAFE T
TRAFFIC. NO CHUTE SEEN, NO BEEPER HEARD. SRV REGION IV SHOOTDOWN LOG CONT&?E?
CORRELATING ENTRY WHICH INDICATES SHOOTDOWN AND DEATH OF PILOT. POOR CANDIDATE
FOR SURVIVAL. HEARSAY MENTION OF NAME BY FELLOW F105 PILOT WHO WAS DOWNED AFTER
ADAMS; NOT SEEN IN CAPTIVITY BY ANY RETURNEES.

ALGAARD, HAROLD (1715): AIRCRAFT WITH FIVE CREWMEMBERS DISAPP

RECONNAISSANCE MISSION OVER THE DMZ. INTERCEPTS OF COMMUNIST RAD%??E&A:?#%ES?SNQ
INDICATE ALL CREWMEMBERS IN THIS INCIDENT WERE KILLED. FIVE CREWMEMBERS ON
NIGHTIME MISSION OVER NORTH VIETNAM. RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTED EXPLOSION IN
MIDAIR. NO SIGN OF CRASHSITE OR CREW EVER DISCOVERED. TOW OF THREE MESSAGES
INDICATE ALL CREWMEMBERS KILLED. THIRD MESSAGE DOES NOT CORRELATE TO THIS
INCIDENT. MR4 SHOOTDOWN RECORD INDICATES ALL FIVE CREWMEMBERS KILLED.

RD CHARD (0811): HELICOPTER CRASHED INTO DEEP FAST-RUNNING

ALLARD, R] TER.
NINE PERSONS ABOARD, 4 WERE RESCUED SHORTLY AFTER INCIDENT. ONE SEEN SEEJEFSWEEE
/WAY. FOUR OTHERS, INCLUDING ALLARD, NOT SEEN BY SURVIVORS TO HAVE EXITED THE

RELICOPTER. RIVER SEARCHED EXTENSIVELY, ONE BODY FOUND TH
FNALYTICAL BASIS TO CONCLUDE ALLARD SURVIVED. THE FOLLOWING MONTH.  NO

ALLINSON, DAVID (0425): WINGMAN OBSERVED EJECTION AND SAW PARACH

UTE LAN
SAR WAS UNSUCCESSFUL. ALLINSON'S NAME WAS KNOWN BY PILOTS SUBSEQUENTLY SHOE’DSSJ
WHICH IS HOW IT PROBABLY WAS CIRCULATED IN RISON SYSTEM. ALLISON NEVER APPEARED
IN PW SYSTEM. THERE IS NO FIRM INDICATION ALLISON SURVIVED THE LOSS INCIDENT.

ANDERSON, GREGORY (1552): THE RESCUE HELICOPTER WAS SHOT DOWN BY A MIG
A HOLDING PATTERN AWAITING CLEARANCE TO INITIATE THE RESCUE. THE HELO gggthég
IN THE AIR BEFORE PLUMMETING TO THE GROUND. NO CHUTES WERE SEEN, BUT A BEEPER

SIGNAL WAS HEARD FOR ABOUT TWO SECONDS. A
CANDIDATES. FOR SURVIVAL. LL SIX PERSONS ABOARD ARE POOR

ARMSTRONG, JOHN (0833): CREWMATE SIJAN, WHO EVENTUALLY DIED IN CA

VIETNAM, REPORTED TO RETURNEES PRIOR TO HIS DEATH THAT ONE OF THEIRpgéxégYHig
DETONATED IMMEDIATELY UPON RELEASE, AND HE BELIEVED THAT PILOT ARMSTRONG HAD BEEN
IMMEDIATELY KILLED AT THAT TIME. THE CITED INTERCEPT REPORTS THAT A SOVIET
CORRESPONDENT LISTED ARMSTRONG AS HAVING BEEN SHOT DOWN; IT SAYS NOTHING WHICH
INDICATES ARMSTRONG AS HAVING BEEN SHOT DOWN. IT SAYS NOTHING WHICH INDICATES
ARMSTRONG SURVIVED, LET ALONE THAT HE HAD BEEN INTERVIEWED.

AVERY, ROBERT (1156): DISAPPEARED FROM RADAR VIEW WHILE ON BOMBING MISSION. A
CORRELATING ENTRY IS FOUND ON SRV MILITARY REGION IV SHOOTDOWN LOG INDICATING
SHOOTDOWN AND DEATH OF TWO CREWMEN. EARLY RETURNEE NORRIS CHARLES, BASED ON A
LIST MEMORIZED WHILE CAPTIVE, IDENTIFIED AN AIR FORCE MAJOR AVERY AS BEING A POW.
HE RECALLED LAST NAME ONLY, AND INITIALLY THIS WAS THOUGHT TO RELATE TO ROBERT
D. AVERY. RANK AND SERVICE ARE WRONG, HOWEVER, AND NO CORROBORATING INFO WAS
OBTAINED FROM ANY OTHER RETURNEE. CHARLES, WHILE A CAPTIVE, WAS CHARGED WITH
KEEPING A "MEMORY LIST" OF FELLOW PRISONERS. MOST OF HIS NAMES WERE VALIDATED;

A FEW, INCLUDING THIS ONE, WERE NOT.

AYERS, RICHARD (1596): AIRCRAFT DISAPPEARED WHILE ON RECONNAISSANCE MISSION NEAR
DMZ ON LAO/YN BORDER AREA. RADIO HANOI ANNOUNCED CORRELATING SHOOTDOWN, BUT DID
NOT INDICATE FATE OF CREW. RETURNEE HYATT RELATED HEARSAY THAT "AYERS" WAS A
PRISONER AT CU LOC (THE Z00) IN 1972; THIS WAS NOT CORROBORATED BY ANY OTHER

RETURNEE.

AYRES,  GERALD (1879): (C-130 AIRCRAFT HIT BY MISSILE DURING A NIGHTTIME
RECONNAISSANCE MISSION. PILOT ORDERED BAILOUT, AS SECOND EXPLOSION SEPARATED
RIGHT WING FROM AIRCRAFT. A LARGER EXPLOSION THEN BLEW THREE CREWMEN FROM THE
AIRCRAFT AS IT FELL TO THE GROUND, EXPLODED, AND BURNED. AYRES, THE ILLUMINATOR
OPERATOR, IS NOT A STRONG CANDIDATE FOR SURVIVAL. THOUGH THOUGHT BY ONE RETURNEE
TO HAVE BEEN HELD CAPTIVE IN HOA LO PRISON, THIS WAS NOT CORROBORATED BY ANY

OTHER RETURNEE.

BALCOM, RALPH (0340): AIRCRAFT DISAPPEARED WHILE CLIMBING UP THROUGH CLOUD
LAYER. SHORT BEEPER SIGNAL HEARD BY ONE WINGMAN, BUT SAR FORCES WERE UNABLE TO
HEAR OR LOCATE. THREE WEEKS LATER PATHET LAO RADIO ANNOUNCED SHOOTDOWN OF
AIRCRAFT WHICH CORRELATES TO BALCOM. LITTLE ELSE KNOWN OF THIS CASE;NO EVIDENCE

OF SURVIVAL.

BANCROFT. WILLIAM (1675): AIRCRAFT WAS HIT WHILE ON A LOW-LEVEL RECONNAISSANCE
MISSION. WINGMAN SAW INITIAL EXPLOSION IN THE AIR AND THEN AN "ALL-CONSUMING
EXPLOSION ON THE GROUND." HE SAW NO CHUTES AND HEARD NO BEEPERS. BASED ON
WINGMAN'S REPORT, BOTH CREWMEN DECLARED KIA/BNR. THE SIGINT REPORT REFERRED TO
DOES NOT RELATE TO THIS CASE, BUT TO AN RLAF T-28 DOWN THE SAME DAY.

BANNON. PAUL (1465): AIRCRAFT WAS ON VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE MISSION OVER LAOS.
WHILE CONVERSING WITH NAKHON PHANOM AIR BASE CONTROLLER, TRANSMISSION ABRUPTLY
STOPPED AND AIRCRAFT DISAPPEARED FROM CONTROLLER'S RADAR. CONSISTENT WITH THE
MISSING-IN-ACTION STATUS ASSIGNED TO THIS CREW, THERE IS NO FIRM INDICATION AS
TO WHETHER OR NOT THEY SURVIVED THE CRASH OF THEIR AIRCRAFT. THE MENTION OF
MAJOR PAUL W. BANNON'S NAME DURING CLOSED-DOOR TESTIMONY IN 1981 RESULTED FROM
THE OBSERVATION OF SIMILARITY TO A REFUGEE'S MENTION OF A "LT COLONEL PAUL W.
MERKLAND" ALLEGED TO BE IN DETENTION. THIS CORRELATION APPEARS TO BE HIGHLY
SPECULATIVE, AND HAS NEVER BEEN CORROBORATED BY ANY OTHER EVIDENCE.

BARDEN, HOWARD (0587): OBSERVERS OF THIS HELICOPTER INCIDENT INDICATED THAT NO
ONE COULD HAVE SURVIVED. NO EVIDENCE, THEN OR SINCE, HAS EVER BEEN ACQUIRED TO

CONTRADICT THE FINDING THAT ALL CREWMEN WERE KIA/BNR.



BEENE, JAMES (0483): WHILE ON NIGHTTIME RECONNAISSANCE MISSION, BEENE
EXPERIENCED PROBLEMS WITH VERTICAL GYRO INDICATOR, WHICH FORCED HIM TO RELINQUISH
LEAD POSITION FOR AWHILE. LATER, AFTER RESUMING LEAD, HE TRANSITIONED TO
INSTRUMENT FLIGHT, PENETRATED A LAYER OF CUMULUS CLOUDS, AND DISAPPEARED. AT
SUNRISE, AN OIL SLICK WAS SIGHTED NEAR BEENE'S LAST KNOWN POSITION. CONSISTENT
WITH HIS MISSING-IN-ACTION STATUS, THERE IS NO INDICATION BEENE SURVIVED. ONE
RETURNEE REPORTED HEARSAY MENTION OF BEENE'S NAME IN DETENTION; THERE WAS NO
MENTION BY ANY OTHER RETURNEES. -

BEGLEY, BURRISS (0542): AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN BY MIG. BEGLEY BROADCAST THAT HE WAS
EJECTING, BUT NO WINGMAN OBSERVED ANY EJECTION. NO CHUTE WAS OBSERVED OR BEEPERS
HEARD. NAME "BEGLEY" WAS SEEN SCRATCHED ON FLOOR OF A HOA LO PRISON QUIZ ROOM
IN MID 1967. NO OTHER RETURNEE HAD KNOWLEDGE OF BEGLEY. CONSISTENT WITH

MISSING~IN~ACTION STATUS ASSIGNED, THERE IS NO INDICATION WHETHER BEGLEY SURVIVED
HIS INCIDENT.

BENNETT, WILLIAM (0825): AIRCRAFT STARTED PULL-UP AFTER STRAFING RUN ON TARGET,
BUT CRASHED INTO THE GROUND AND EXPLODED ON IMPACT. WINGMEN MADE REPEATED PASSES
OVER AREA BUT SAW NO CHUTE AND HEARD NO BEEPER. FOLLOW-ON SEARCH CONDUCTED
WITHOUT SUCCESS. NOT A GOOD CANDIDATE FOR SURVIVAL. NAME HEARD BROADCAST ON
HANO] RADIO BY A SINGLE RETURNEE; BENNETT NOT REPORTED ON BY ANY OTHER RETURNEE.
RADIO BROADCAST PROBABLY RELATED TO HAROLD BENNET, DIED IN CAPTIVIT Y.

BOGIAGES, CHRISTOS (1397): AIRCRAFT ENTERED AN UNUSUAL STEEP TURN FOLLOWING A
STRAFING PASS AND CRASHED INTO A HILL ONE KILOMETER BEYOND THE TARGET. NO CHUTE
SEEN AND NO BEEPER HEARD. LATER, FRIENDLY LAO PERSONNEL SEARCHED THE SITE, FOUND
NO REMAINS OR SURVIVAL GEAR. PORTION OF G-SUIT AND A BOOT FOUND, SHOWING
INDICATIONS OF HAVING BEEN CUT FROM THE PILOT. CONSISTENT WITH HIS MIA STATUS,
THERE IS NO INDICATION THE PILOT SURVIVED THE INCIDENT.

BOUCHARD, MICHAEL (1345): WHILE ON NIGHTTIME BOMBING RUN, AIRCRAFT HIT BY AAA
AND EXPLODED. ONE CREWMAN ABLE TO EJECT AND LATER RESCUED, BUT HE DID NOT KNOW
IF BOUCHARD ABLE TO EJECT. SINGLE RETURNEE REPORTED HEARING NAME OF "BOUCHER"
ALLEGEDLY IN DETENTION AT HOA LO IN MARCH 73. NO OTHER REPORT BY RETURNEE.
(NOTE: RETURNEE BUTCHER WAS AT HAO LO IN MARCH 73.)

BRANDENBERG, DALE (1983): THE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE ANALYZED BY THE SAR TEAM AT THE
CRASHSITE INDICATES THAT THE AIRCRAFT SUFFERED A MASSIVE AND SUDDEN CATASTROPHIC
FAILURE IN FLIGHT, CRASHED TO THE GROUND IMMEDIATELY, BOUNCE ONCE AND LANDED
UPSIDE DOWN. THE SAR TEAM ALSO WITNESSED AT LEAST 3 BODIES AT THE SITE. A
RECENT VISIT TO THE SITE INDICATES THAT THE FATE OF ADDITIONAL CREWMEN MAY SOON
BE DETERMINED. GIVEN THE ABSENCE OF POSITIVE INDICATIONS OF CREW SURVIVAL, AND
THE PHYSICAL DATA COLLECTED AT THE CRASH SITE, THERE IS LITTLE REASON TO BELIEVE
THAT ANY OF THE CREW SURVIVED THE LOSS INCIDENT. RADIO INTERCEPTS, MISTAKENLY
THOUGHT BY SOME TO REFER TO THE BARON 52 INCIDENT, DO NOT PERTAIN.

BREUER, DONALD (1947): AIRCRAFT HIT BY AAA FOLLOWING BOMB RUN. ONE CREWMAN
EJECTED, WAS RESCUED BY SAR HELICOPTER. HO EVIDENCE BREUER SURVIVED. ACCORDING
TO INTERCEPT OF PATHET LAO RADIO, PL FORCES WERE BEING DIRECTED TO ATTEMPT
CAPTURE OF AIRCRAFT CREW. INTERCEPT DID NOT REPORT RESULTS OF EFFORT.

BROWN, ROBERT (1945): AIRCRAFT DISAPPEARED EN ROUTE TO A NIGHTTIME BOMBING

SFUL. SRV MILITARY REGION IV

—VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC SEARCH WERE UNSUCCES

S 32 s B ML RIS 0 T MO S

RN K EPRRATE. HE CRASH. SIGNAL INTERCEPTS
D NOT SEPARATE FROM AIRCRAFT PRIOR TO T .

iﬁggﬁenéww% D0 NOT CORRELATE TO THIS INCIDENT. BROWN IS A POOR CANDIDATE

FOR SURVIVAL.

BROWNLEE, E . R
: AND TWO OTHERS WITHDREW FROM THEIR BUNKE
ROBERT (1834): BROWNLEE ,
R o Sy T e T IS el
AME SEPARATED.
gggmtlég E(EEIN. ANOTHER ARVN WHO WAS CAPTURED REPORTED LATSETBA'I]-S:T ?ﬁ%‘ﬁfgLEIES Hag
KILLED HIMSELF.  CONSISTENT WITH HIS MISSING-IN-ACTION ,

INDICATION BROWNLEE SURVIVED THIS INCIDENT.

CE

: - AFT DISAPPEARED WHILE ON A NIGHT RECONNAISSAN

NETH (1924): A-6 AIRCR ’

BHEL LT bl CONTACY A PROXIWATELY 0 KILCWETERS sOUT: oF AT,

THAI BINH PROVINCE. APPROXIMATE . ! R PoATH. D
XPLOSION ALONG THE A-6 FL

AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA SAW A LARGE AERIAL E LG PAISUALLY
ADIO HANOI REPORTED SHOO .

CHUTES WERE SIGHTED NOR BEEPERS HEARD. R R THER K NENBER. SHOWED

SOURCE REPORTING MAY CORRELATE TO THIS CASE.
EELiﬁegaISON SYSTEM. NO OTHER INTELLIGENCE HAS EVERY SURFACED ON CASE. THE

OTHER CREWMEMBER'S REMAINS WERE RETURNED.

RECON
BUNKER, : CRASH LANDED AFTER BEING SHOT DOWN ON
1686): AIRCRAFT
HIQSISN. P‘?’F}T_Oé SUR\?IVED THE IN&(?‘FFJAIBuguiAPgIS%ED TIO AFQCDE::BT“HE ;ISRS}TDE?RE:AA%
AND SAID "FOR ALL P . , .
tﬁ?ERFgEEBRTED SEEING LIFELESS BODY LYING NEAR DOWNED AIRCRAFT. BUNKER DECLARED

KIA PRIOR TO HOMECOMING.

YNUM, NE INST A GROUND TARGET,
505): AIRCRAFT MADE A STRAFING PASS AGA
TR I o i e e, R e
100 METERS BEYOND THE TARGET. NO , D 00D
TED WITHOUT SUCCESS.
HOUR VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC SEARCH CONDUC
CANDIDATE FOR SURVIVAL. INTERCEPT DOES MENTION STATUS OF PILOT.

CARR, YING
: LED TO REPORT AT EXPECTED TIME WHILE FL
NALD (1758): AIRCRAFT FAI A c
RéEgNNE?SSMCé MIS)SION IN MARGINAL WEATHER.  FOUR-DAY V%é}??ILNGA%% ElﬁEi'[IEggéD
SEARCH WAS UNSUCCESSFUL. A 1975 INTEL REPORT OF A 1971 8 N aENT WITH THE
S oS oD 1 S LT T TS e B, S
MISSING-IN-ACTION STATUS ASSIGNED, A O T ME CRASH AREA IN
DENT. JOINT U.S./LAO ATTEMPTS TO INVES
;Eé?E;ggg 1991 WERE FOILED BY BAD WEATHER AND FLOODING. LAO OFFICIALS HAVE

AGREED TO CONDUCT UNILATERAL INVESTIGATIONS.

ROLL
ARROLL, : OT DOWN AND CRASH-LANDED ON A RIDGE. CAR
N (1944): AIRCRAFT SH
gUEV?bED %32 CéASH,)REPORTED HE WAS UNDER FIRE BY THE ENEMY’BU;Ié:¥$sgﬁgA;gOiI¢§
T T R eNT HEAD. WOUN ATJESE;I?ﬁEREﬁgigﬂkﬁES?&gED BASED ON DETAILED
TH APPARENT HEAD WOUND, .
gggz&1:¥15k OF BODY, JUDGEMENT WAS MADE THAT HE WAS FATALLY WOUNDED. DECLARED

KIA PRIOR TO HOMECOMING.





