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Colonel, I do have to run to a meeting shortly and Senator Smith 
will Chair in my absence. I will be back before the end. 

Were there some Americans who stayed behind after their se ..... 
ice, or after the war, for a period of time? 

Mr. TIN. To my kn,?wledge, after the ~apanese war, there Were 
several Japanese wIllmgly to stay In Vietnam, two, there is in. 
structor trainer, they train in militaries. And, after the French 
War, there are some member of the French Communist Party, the 
deserters, to remain, and especially they are working in the service 
of propaganda for the enemy rank, and remain. And it is after 
1960, they back in France. There are some American also. 

But, in this war, I think that there are no American alive 
remain after 1973. 

The CHAIRMAN. When you say no live Americans remained, 
could there have been some Americans-We have talked and yOU 
told me that there were some deserters living in the Saigon area 
around Tan San Nhat; is that accurate? 

Mr. TIN. Yes, because-before 1973, before the Paris Agreement. 
The CHAIRMAN. Before the Paris Agreements? 
Mr. TiN. Yes. I think about there are several deserters who is 

around Tan San Nhat air base who has Vietnamese wife there. But 
not after 1973. 

The CHAIRMAN. After 1973, you say they left Vietnam? 
Mr. TiN. Yes, they left. 
The CHAIRMAN. What about the Bob Garwood case, you say there 

were no Americans living, they left, and yet Bob Garwood was 
there until 1979? 

Mr. TIN. I don't know where is this case specially. But I have 
some rumor that all of the people in Da Nang know very much the 
case of Garwood from 1977 to-1977 and 1978. 

Mr. REID. I didn't understand that. 
The CHAIRMAN. What he said was, he didn't know the case very 

well, but that he heard rumors that all of the people in Da Nang 
knew of the existence of Bob Garwood, certainly in the period of 
1977 to 1979. Is that fair? 

Mr. TIN. Yes. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, if you didn't know about Bob Garwood­
Mr. TIN. No. 
The CHAIRMAN. -why is it not possible that you might not have 

known about some other Bob Garwood? 
Mr. TIN. I think at long time certainly they don't think this se­

cretly, the appearance of American in any-in any place. The con­
tact is a mystery for a short time, for some month only or some­
But so long, you see, now it is after about now-18 years after the 
Paris Agreement. 

The CHAIRMAN. What you are saying is that it is hard to keep d 
secret, that if there were another Bob Garwood, people woul 
know; is that what you are saying? 

Mr. TIN. This is right. 
The CHAIRMAN. If you didn't know about Bob Garwood from 1973 

until 1979--
Mr. TIN. Yes. 
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The CHAIRMAN. ----<:ould there not h~ve been another Bob Ga;­
trood during 1973 to 1979 that you didn t know about? I mean, It IS 
_ible; isn't it? 
r-Mr. TiN. I don't think that, because the problem of the POW and 
,oA in the last 10 years become a very important-important 
. e. Before, no people is interested in that. 
-n,e CHAIRMAN. What if somebody had decided they wanted to 
iUY I mean, what if they felt their country had left them because tbey were declared dead in 1973 and they chose to live there and 
I8id we don't want you to tell America about us because we don't 
want to be tried as a deserter or hassled or whatever; could that 
have happened? 

Mr. TIN. I think that is not-It is not true. 
The CHAIRMAN. Why? 
Mr. TiN. Not possible. 
The CHAIRMAN. Why is that not possible? 
Mr. TiN. Because, in Vietnam now the rumors of the foreign, es­

pecially an American alive, certainly spread very, very quickly. It 
iJon't take secretly. 

The CHAIRMAN. So you are saying that an American could not 
..uy live in Vietnam today without everybody knowing it; is that 
what you are saying? 

Mr. TiN. Yes, it is true. Because the communication now is very 
and very quickly. People travel in the country, many-there 

many reporter, many newspaper. And if there is a suggestion of 
aue American, a very big noise, a very, very big noise in the coun~ 

ti:Yofhe CHAIRMAN. Let me yield to Senator Smith who will Chair 
_ for a period and I will return. I have some more questions. 

Senator SMITH [presiding). Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I am going to yield my time for the moment to Senator Brown 

I know that he has to leave in a few minutes. So, Senator 

BROWN. Colonel, I was hoping that you might share 
of your background with us, your education and where you 

~ your commission and your training. 
Mr. TIN. Yes. From a childhood, I attend French lyc"e in Hoa. 
Mr. loNG. French college. 
Mr. TiN. Yes. In French college, in Hoa. And I have received a 

llaccala ureate in Hoa. 
Mr. loNG. That's a high school degree. 
Mr. TiN. A high school degree. And, after that, I enter in the 

immediately after the Japanese coup--
loNG. The Japanese special coup that took over from the 

:~"ench . 

The French. In March 1945. And after I attend Viet 
~~~~~'1::~ltZ~d It's a secret organization of Viet Minh for the 
~ And after I attend, the August is the revolution. 

I enter in the army, in the People's Army, in September of 

.L.\nd, after that, I was in the army until-until 1982. I moved to 
- Nhan Dan newspaper, daily. 

Senator BROWN. You grew up in the Hoa Phu Binh area? 
Mr. TiN. I grew up in Hoa, and after in Hanoi. 
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Senator BROWN. And you went to high school, you got a high 
school degree m Hoa? 

Mr. TIN. Yes, high school degree. 
Senator BROWN. You mentioned that there were SOme French 

that stayed behind after Dien Bien Phu. 
Mr. TIN. Yes. Yes. Some French remain after Dien Bien Phu. 
Senator BROWN. Were any of them held against their will that 

you know of? 
Mr. TIN. None. 
Senator BROWN. So the only ones that you know of--
Mr. TIN. I think one~ yes, on th~ agreement, it said for volunteer. 
Senator BROWN. BasICally MarxIst who Were there for philosophi. 

cal reasons. 
Mr. TIN. Yes, from political reason. 
Senator BROWN. I noticed you were in the military __ 
Mr. TIN. Excuse .me .. Most of them have adopted the name-the 

surname of Ho ChI Mmh. For example, the case of Ho Chi Phan 
Ho Chi. He is originally German, originally. But he adopted th~ 
new name of Ho Chi Minh. 

Senator BROWN. The background that we have seen on you indio 
cates that you were an officer in the army that went into Cambo­
dia. 

Mr. TIN. Yes. 
~nator BROWN: In that period, do you remember hearing any. 

thing about AmerIcan POW s, Americans in Cambodia or Laos? 
Mr. TIN. I enter in ~ambodia just the 7 of January 1979, and so 

on the first day, I am m the royal palace at nOOn of this day. And I 
never-and I remained there more than 3 years, more than 3 
years. And I realized that any, any news of any American prisoner 
who are in Cambodia. 

Senator BROWN. The article I read on you also indicated that you 
w~re involved in planning f~>r the movement of troops from North 
VIetnam to South VIetnam m 1964. Can you tell us anything about 
that? 

Mr. TIN. Yes. This is after the assassination of President Kenne­
dy, and after the death of President Ngo Dinh Diem and his broth­
er, I am sending to the South to-a special team to investigate on 
the spot on how the situation had changed in that time, and to 
plan the enter of great military units from the North to the South. 
I have men in the streets for more than 1 year in the highlands, in 
the provinces of Ban Teung, Quang Nghe, and many other provo 
inces. 

Senator BROWN. So you personally went to the South to help 
plan--

Mr. TIN. No. 
Senator BROWN. No. 
Mr. TIN. It is a team, a team. A team of about more than 10 

Colonels, of high ranking Colonels. 
Senator BROWN. Of the troops that went to the South, what 

route did they take? 
Mr. TIN. I have all of these--Ho Chi Minh Trail. 
Senator BROWN. In Laos? 
Mr. TIN. Yes. We go by car from Hanoi to Vinh Linh, to nearby 

demilitarized zone, demilitarized zone, on April 17, and after that 
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walking, and walking about 1 month, arrive at the Highlands. 
after I have two through the-Route 1. 

BROWN. This period, 1964, 1965, and 1966 was when I 
chance to visit your old home area in the northern part of 
Vietnam, the Da Nang area or t.he area we called I Corp. At 

many in the U.S. were convmced that no troops, no per· 
from the north ever moved to the South.. . 

. TIN. I always say that Vietnamese soldIers has fightmg on 
soil. 

Senator BROWN. On the prisoners that might have been captu~ed 
Vietnamese troops located in Cambodia or Laos or S?uth VIet· 

was there a policy that they be brought to HanOi, or were 
at various spots? . 

TIN. Yes. I think that on Laos-<Jn Laos, they consl.der that 
. are many of American plane that was shoot down, hit on the 

of Vietnam, but many parachute on Laos. You see? 
SerlaUlr BROWN. Yes. h 

TIN. They hit on the sky of Vietnam and after t e:,: para· 
in Laos. In that case, the Laos would render those I;'llots to 

ifi,~tn,am side. I think that is some case m Xam Nua and m some 
..... Vlllce from nearby Vietnam. .? 

Senator BROWN. So the policy was to bring them to HanoI. 
Mr. TIN. Yes. 
Senator BROWN. Not leave them in Laos? 
Mr. TIN. No, no. . 
Senator BROWN. The reports we have, then, of detentIOn camp~ 

camps in Laos I assume they must have been temporary. 
TIN. I don't he.,'r about that. But I think that is te~porar:r, I 
this is. Because if they hit the-the pl:,,-ne was hit m Viet· 
a good chance that he has parachuted m Laos, the Lao ran 

Vietnam. h d'd th 
REID. What about one that is hit over Laos; were I ey 

BROWN. The pilots or navigators that migi?-t have ;ome 
in Laos, would they have been retu!ned to HanOi as well. 
TIN. I think that, no. It is accordmg to the Laos-belong to 

Laos. 
~na'tor BROWN. They may have stayed in Laos? 
Mr. TIN. Yes, that's right. . . 
Senator BROWN. You mentioned the pubhclty or the awareness 
the POW issue in this last decade in Vietnam. 
Mr. TIN. Yes. . f 
Senator BROWN. Is there an awareness of the reward that IS 0 • 

for returning live POW's? Have you heard of tl'at? . 
TIN. No. It is not they mention-they don t mentIOn the 
of reward. And there are many speculation about one mil· 

of dollars each case. But we don't mention any figure on the 
media. So I propose that should be made public, the reward 

case. It is encourage people to be in search of .this case. 
!Senator BROWN. Colonel, we all very much appreciate your 

testify today. 
. Thank you. 
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Senator BROWN. The years since the war have been ones h~ve been dIfficult for AmerIcans. But we are enriched with VIetnamese who came as refugees to this country. Mr. TIN. Yes. 
Se~ator . ~ROWN. They are some of our brightest and workmg cItIzens. We are glad you have come. I yield back ChaIrman. ' 
~nator SMITH. Than~ you, Senator Brown. I am going to take 2-mmute recess here while the stenographers change over. [Recess] 
Senator SMITH. We will reconvene here. Colonel Tin excuse for the interruption. ' me Senator Kassebaum, you are next. 
Senator KASSEBAUM. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Colonel Tin, I think Senator McCain emphasized again the i1l1-portant parts of your testimony, where you commented on steps you would like to see the Vietnamese Government take allow access, really free access everywhere. 

I would hke to Just ask you how forthcoming do you believe the VIetnamese Government would be today to the suggestion you have made and that Senator McCain had reiterated would be quite an enormous step forward? 
Mr. TIN. I think !hat they are in the situation when they are more or less pushed mto the--to cooperate with us. 

. Senator H;ASSEBAUM. So you believe that they would be forthcolD­mg m allowmg urumpeded access to files? 
Mr. TiN. I ~hink that now there are new leaders. They're not bemg sort of tIed down by old errors and that they are looking for help from the different agencies of the American Government. So I think they would have a more cooperating attitude. 
Senator KAssEBAUM. You had great knowledge of course of the documents and the archives, a~d yO';l made, I tho'ught, an i;"terest­mg comment about how the disclplme was very high and, the ..... fore, very accurate records were kept. Is that correct? Mr. TiN. Yes, they're very disciplined. 
Senator KA~~BAUM. I wonder if you could comment at this point on what conditIon these records are in now in the archives and when was the last time that you saw them? ' Mr. TIN. These archives are very well kept by the Defense De-partment. 
Senator KASSEBAUM. These records are all very much intact? Mr. TIN. Yes. 
Senator KASSEBAUM. From the various camps are they all part of a central system of records? ' 
Mr. TIN. I think that after the camps are being dissolved and no mOre camps, most of these--all of these documents are being sent to the Center for Enemy Propaganda. That although they don't have computers, they are being very well kept in files. Senator KASSEBAUM. Thank you. You mentioned in your testimO­ny that as fa: as Cambodia and Laos, you do not know the situa­tIon there. I Just would like to ask you as someone who was verY in.volved in the negotiations regarding the prisoners-in the boO!'> KISS the Boys Goodbye, you were mentioned there-insisting IJI this account that the United States must deal for prisoners held ill 
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with the Pathet Lao. And that, "We cle~rly reiterate .ou; posi­that the question of persons captured m Laos IS wlthm the ""'er<~lgn power of Laos !,nd ~'yond the competence of the four-Military CommIssIon. 
it goes on to say, "Despite evidence to the contr~ry, Secre­Kissinger said he had been told there wer~ no POW s m Cam­.. I guess, Colonel Bui Tin, what I would h.ke to ask you IS, as who was very involved at that pomt, and a former of the government, what do you believe is the level of i~­today of the Vietnamese Government on the Lao/CambodI-

an opportunity to expl?re further with them what the .tittuBlticln is? Because obviously thIS IS where It seems to me there been a real bottleneck as well and we have been !-mable to. m way establish the same relationship as we have WIth the V let-
WIllie!".: Government. 

TIN. Some time ago it's easier for the Vietnamese to talk to two governments. As in Cambodia, we hav,: ~ w!'ole system ""'Delrts overseeing most of the--all of the mmlstrIes and the the last 4 years, they have all withdrawn. In Laos, has withdrawn a long time ago, and recently all the ex­gone, too. They have followed a very different path from 

~:~~~~::ii~n~e;'cambodia the Hun Sen Government is still '!ery ~ to the Vietnamese Government. However, at thIS hme, true that they are very independent of the VIetnamese. ~~~.t1y they even changed the name of the party and the;>, say more about socialism. And the influence of HanOI over -----c'...:---J_ is day by day lessened. . 
! !:~~I~ I\.ASSEI~A1JM. I guess Colonel, you are saying that at thiS !Ii believe the Vietnamese Government does not 

leverfle:e either with the Lao or CambodIan G~ve;n­fOlthcolmilng, regarding the prisoner war mlssmg 
issue. 

It is true. 
KAssEBAUM. Thank you. Thank you very much. 
SMITH. Senator Reid. 
REID. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. . about the pilots that were shot down over the skies of the pilots would bail out in Laos. They would be 

to . Is that right? 
TIN. Yes. h ki f l!enator REID. Prisoners that were shot down over t e s es? and parachuted or crashed-landed into Laos and were stIll did they stay in Laos? 
TIN. I am not very sure about that. 

i~~~~~R~E~ID~. The reason that I asked the question is, one of the problems we have is that we have a large number 
over Laos that we cannot account for. 

I think one of the very hard cores is, as I mentioned helicopter that was brought down and there were people there who have never been found, because the forest is dense. In 50 meters, you hardly can see each other. lllen..tc,r REID. When did you leave Vietnam? __ _ 
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Mr. TIN. Last year in September. 
Senator REID. In your statement that you gave you indicate tha 

th~ local unit or chief officer must send a report' of every captureJ 
prisoner to the center every day and the total every week a 
every month to the. Ce'.'ter for Propaganda for Enemy belonging ~ 
the Defense Orgamzation. In short. you have said that for eve 
prlsone~ of war. there were very complex. detailed records kept £ry 
each prisoner. Or 

Mr. TIN. Yes. 
Senator REID. Whether he was sick. how much food they ate. 
Mr. TIN. Yes. 

. Se!,ator REID. Those records. I would assume. are still somepla 
In Vietnam. Is that right? ce 

Mr. TIN. Yes. I think that. 
Senator REID. Where would they be? 
Mr. ~N. In t~e Defense Ministry. in the-Department for Politi­

cal Affairs and In the special department in charge of the prisoners 
of war and also on different province because they have draft and 
now they have written out. each province. their own history. . 
. Senato~ REID. Yes. So in addi.tion to the records kept on the indi­

Vidual prisoners after the COpfllCt was over. the different provinces 
~ere .ordered to prepare a hiStory. So we have the history. plus the 
mdiVidual record of person that was captured. Is that true? 

Mr. TIN. Yes. 
Senator REID. So those should be available someplace. 
! know t.hat your statement is that you want us to try to get 

thIngs movmg along as qUickly as posSible. but General Vessey said 
th!'t he was told that a lot of these records had been eaten by ter­
mites. 

Mr. TIN. I think that at least the people will still remember be­
cause each prisoner is a historical event in the mind of the ~ple. 

Senator. REID. But what I wanted are the written records. and 
does he thInk that they have been eaten by termites? 

Mr. TIN. It's possible. in certain places. 
Senator REID. How would you define your responsibilities after 

you got out ?f the army? You ran a newspaper. is that right? 
Mr. TIN. I m a deputy editor of the party's newspaper. 
Senator REID. Would it be fair to state. using an overworked 

term. that you were a propagandist for the party? 
Mr. TIN. All the party's newspaper are obviously considered as a 

propaganda organ. 
Senator REID. I have no further questions. 
SenB;tor KAssEBAU~ .• Mr. ~hairman. if I may just ask a question 

regardIng Senator Reid s asking about the condition of the records­
I am sorry. I thought I understood-and I asked about the condi­
tion of those records-that you stated they were in good condition. 
Did I not hear that? 

Mr. TIN. I think at least in the Defense Ministry it should be. 
while In the proVlnc~ at the different localities. nobody can sa}' 
what are their conditions. I know that they are very serious of 
keepIng records so they can Write the provincial history. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. I guess. to follow on for just a moment. J 
thought also you had S8ld those provincial-the records from tbe 
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vinces and the camps as they were closed had gone into the cen-e:; archives. . 
rdr. TIN. In the provinces it is not very sure that all are beIng 

Selnal:or KASSEBAUM. I see . 
. TIN. In the camps. yes. but in the provinces. no. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. Thank you. 
Senator MCCAIN. Just a follow up to that. Colonel. In other 

_rds all records are not centralized at the Ministry of Defense? 
r Mr.' TIN. I think that each camp has to return the documents to 

initiating agency. for example. Oh-I'm sorry. The camp must 
the localities where the prisoner has been held. to return 

"""'·····houses. physical facilities. to the old agency that they ~k 
to turn into a prisoner camp. Then the documents concermng 

prisoner of wars were being sent to the Enemy Pr?pagan~a 
,.DU!t •• because they are conscious that the ISSue of American prlS-

war are very inaportant issues. 
MCCAIN. Let me make a stab at it. can I. Mr. Chairman? 

llena'rorare records that were kept in Hanoi which are very accu-
you believe. undamaged. Is that true? 

Mr That's very possible. 
Se~ator McCAIN. There are other records which. for one reason 
another. were kept in the provinces. which you cannot assure 
Committee are in good condition? 

TIN. Even in the provinces. sometime there's 1 or 2. or 
10 prisoners. and these are bei'.'g very-eonsidered impor­

so it's possible that they still keep certaIn documents. 
l:~~~~m.",",.~ . .,. But you believe that there is a great deal of 
~ and records that are kept in Hanoi and in the provinces 

hel p us resolve this issue? 
. Yes. certainly. . . 

b~enf'tor SMITH. Colonel. if there was one person today In Viet. 
who could give us the most information on the records that 

of. who would it be? 
; o'-r-'=-- . Two translators. interpreters from the Center for 

Propaganda. and Mr. Nguyen Minh Y.. presently of the 
Major. Mr. Y knows Senator McCaIn very we!1. Mr. 

while in the camp has a Vietnamese name. Mr. Cal. Each 
~!ri''''n prisoner of war has a Vietnamese name. The second 

Mr. Dung. who is also an interpreter. He is no longer in 
He is working at the Ho Chi Minh City in the foreign 

i:lellat.)r SMITH. Thank you. Senator Grassley. I will turn to you 
~~,~~~~~n,t. I had not had a round here. so I want to just ask 

statement. Colonel. you indicated that you are now re­
a traitor by your government-former government. 

Yes. By the government. but many people in the gov­
not regard me as such. 

~nator SMITH. Do you consider yourself a defector? 
No. Very few people think that way too, with me. 
SMITH. You were a hero in Vietnam, 37 years in the 

led the tanks into Saigon. What about your family? 
has happened to your family now in Vietnam? Where are 
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they? I mean, you do not have to tell me if it is a secret, but are 
they safe? 

Mr. TIN. It is very, very harassed. My wife has in many times 
asked to come and questioned whether she received any letter frolll 
me. And she is still a party member, and the party has given het 
an order that she and all the children should not have any commu. 
nication by letters with me. 

My daughter is a doctor, and ophthalmologist in the central med_ 
ical center. She is 34 years of age this year. She is in a surgical 
ophthalmology center. She has been fired . Now she is selling glass­
es in the hospital. 

My son-in-law has received a grant from the Harvard School 
Harvard University, but is not allowed to exit the country. All my 
friends have been-have been received-{)rdered not to write to me. 

Senator SMITH. Just one follow-up question on that point and I 
will move to another subject. Your family is being housed by the 
government--are they being housed by the Vietnamese Govern­
ment? 

Mr. TIN. It's a rented house that we rented from the government. 
Senator SMITH. Colonel, I would like to go back to a couple of the 

areas that Senator McCain touched on, regarding your statement 
about interrogation of POW's by the Soviets. I am not asking you 
to list names. Please do not if you know, but we will get that later. 
But do you know first-hand, or second-hand knowledge names of 
American POW's who were interrogated by the Soviets? Do not 
mention the names if you know them. 

Mr. TIN. I don't know. I only know those who have knowledge of 
electronics. 

Senator SMITH. Excuse me? 
Mr. TIN. Electronics. The prisoners of war who had an expertise 

in electronics would be interrogated by the Russians. 
Senator SMITH. Do you know first-hand-do you have first-hand 

knowledge or hearsay knowledge of names of those American 
POW's who were interrogated by the Russians? 

Mr. TIN. No. 
Senator SMITH. None at all? 
Mr. TIN. None at all. 
Senator SMITH. Do you have any idea when they were interrogat­

ed? 
Mr. TIN. I think it's about December 1972, concerning the B-52. 
Senator SMITH. Did you ever speak directly to those POW's after 

they were interrogated by the Soviets? 
Mr. TIN. No. ? 

Senator SMITH. Do you know where we might get the nam~. 
Again, you do not have to mention the name if, in fact, there IS 
Some reason for not doing it. You can give it to us in executive ses­
sion. But do you know the name of any individual or individual~J." 
Vietnam today who would know the names of the American PO S 
who were interrogated by the Soviets? 

Mr. TIN. Possibly in the defense intelligence section. 
Senator SMITH. During the war, when a prisoner was captured by 

either the North Vietnamese or the Pathet Lao, can you desc,,~ 
for me the relationship between the two of you in terms of th!, 
prisoner? Say the Pathet Lao took a prisoner; you wanted that prIS-
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to be sent back to Hanoi. Was that done :;villingly by the 
onU;et Lao, or did you have to extract the pfls~mer. Th would do 
pa TIN The army in Laos is very dISCIplIned. ey 
~r·and friendship between the two nations are good. And they 

thlI , ill" g to send them back. 
are w m S At about the time of the peace accords, you S;::t!':,'d it~:·quoted in some papers: "We ,,:re insis~g t~at t~ 
at!' I f U S troops and the release of prIsoners . e p ~ce. 
Wlthdraf'a ':.0 th~ POW's held by the Pathet Lao,. sa}~ Bm Tin, 
no_ re a 'k~sman for the North Vietnamese delegatIOn. That 'Yas 
chi~f Spoh t" 1973 at the time that the accords were bemg 
dunng t e Ime, ·d' 0 relation to the POW's held by the Pathet 
~~h%h~~J:a~:\h~t statement, did you have direct knowledge 
Larow's held by the Pathet Lao? , . 
of M TIN I had no knowledge at that time of any POW ~ '3 Lao:­

. r~ccording to the idea of General Le Wan Hoa w?o as e me 0 

~are such a statement. I was answ.ering thedquestt~s. k that 
Senator SMITH. So General Hoa Instructe you rna e 

ltatement? 

~~a1:,~·S~~H. I will yield at this time, Mr. Chairman. 
Th CHAIRMAN Thank you very much, Senator. . 
eoJ;mel again," could you maybe come close to th; mIcrophone. 

When did' ou go to Paris to be part of the dISCUSSions . ? 

M T YWas that the discussion durmg the ParIs conference. I r. IN . 

ba:rr,eOOC~A~:~e:~.n J:,~rf~· 1973, I am sorry, I . though.} there was a 
period there you were. Only at the Camp DaVId talks . 

Mr TIN Yes. David Camp. . . d· s 
Th~ CH~IRMAN. So that was the only perIod you were In ISCU­

lions. 
Mr TIN I was at Tan San Nhut. . h th 
Th~ CH~IRMAN. But in 1973, you were a combatant m t e sou , 

GlllTect? H . 
Mr. TIN. I come to Tan San Nhut from anOl. 
The CHAIRMAN. In what year? . d 
Mr. TIN. Immediately after the signing of the Pans accor s. 
The CHAIRMAN. In 1973? 
Mr. TIN. Yes. . led · the ex 
Senator MCCAIN. He was part of the team InVO v InT S-

of POW's and the North Vietnamese came to an an 

CHAIRMAN. For what period of time were/ou in Hanoi prior 
before you carne down to Tan San Nhut. 

All of 1972 I was in Hanoi. 
CHAIRMAN. All of 1972? 
TIN. Yes. 
CHAIRMAN. And part of 1973? 
TIN. Yes. h d·d t 
CHAIRMAN. And after going to Tan San Nut, I you re urn 

TIN. Yes. . 
.1. ar CHAIRMAN. So there was a continuum of your presence In 
Ganoi, during that period? 
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Mr. TIN. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. And that is the period you say you had access to 

the records and the record keeping about POW's. Is that correct? 
Mr. TIN. Yes. . 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, during that period of time after the signing 

of the accords, the bombing of Cambodia continued and the flights 
over Laos continued. Correct? And what happened to the people 
who were shot down during that period of time? 

Mr. TIN. I have not heard of it. 
The CHAIRMAN. You do not know? 
Mr. TIN. No. 
The CHAIRMAN. You do not know if anyone was lost? 
Mr. TIN. I only know about the activities of the American air 

force through Newsweek and other newspapers. 
The CHAIRMAN. But there was a secret war that continued after 

the 1973 signing of the accords. Correct? 
Mr. TIN. I know about that. 
The CHAIRMAN. Do you know whether or not any American pris-

oners were taken during that secret war? 
Mr. TIN. I never heard of anybody. 
The CHAIRMAN. You never heard about it? 
Mr. TIN. No. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does that mean that you do not know, or does 

that mean you never had occasion to see anything? Can you be 
more explicit? 

Mr. TIN. I have not seen, nor have I known. 
The CHAIRMAN. During the war, the Soviets had some people in 

Laos. Is that correct? 
Mr. TIN. Would you repeat? 
The CHAIRMAN. During the war, 1971, 1970, 1969, 1972, the Sovi­

ets had some people in Laos, did they not? 
Mr. TIN. Yes. A number of experts. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. There were prisoner of war camps in Laos, were 

there not? 
Mr. TIN. Not after 1973. I don't know if there was anything after 

1973. 
The CHAIRMAN. Prior to 1973, regular forces of the People's 

Army of Vietnam were in Laos. Correct? 
Mr. TIN. Correct. 
The CHAIRMAN. Those forces of the People's Army of Vietnam 

controlled the camps in Laos, did they not? 
Mr. TIN. I don't think so and most of the work they did is to 

build roads in northern Laos and along the Ho Chi Minh trail. . 
The CHAIRMAN. But the point I am getting at is that the SoVlet 

personnel who were in Laos conducted some interrogation of people 
who were captured in Laos, did they not? 

Mr. TIN. I have not heard such a story. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is it possible that they did? Is it possible that the 

Soviet special personnel were involved in interrogating some of the 
electronic surveillance flights that were shot down? 

Mr. TIN. I'm not very sure, but it's possible. . 
The CHAIRMAN. What happened to those Americans captured In 

Laos who were turned over to the People's Army in Laos? 
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T I d 't think so. If they did they would have bring them 
Mr. IN. on. 

to HanoI. Those were the instructions within the military? 
TIN Yes I 'believe those are the instructions. d d 
CHMRM;'N. Are there documents that show those or ers an 

iT':!::ut:d~rstand there is, but I don't know where there is 

Well, are there written documents of these 

Mr TIN. No. I don't know. ? 
. CHAIRMAN. You do not know. 

Right. h k e Would there be any records t at yo~ now ar 
CIl[)in·lI';V~i!'e~tln·am now that would indicate the standl.n~ orders? 

aYll!la·l?,TIN~e . It's possible they exist in the archIves, but It s not dl-
to my knowledge. th "-.• ~.. So you do not know. You have not seen em, 
""",~~AN. 'f th . t? Calln()t say where they are, or even I ey eXls . 

TIN. No. ? 
Th~ CHAIRMAN. You do not know. 

Mr. TIN. ~~N Have you heard of the-<>r are you familiar with 
~e ;~~wn ..;; the 10lst International Liaison Group that cap-

people in Laos? h ? 
Mr TIN No. Whose group is that, '?elong to.w o. 
Th~ ~IRMAN. The 10lst InternatIOnal Liaison Group. ki d of 
Mr. TIN. I have heard very vaguely of that. There IS some n 
organization, but I'm not very sure of s.u~h news. 
The CHAIRMAN. When did you hear of It. 
Mr TIN Recently about 4 or 5 years ago. . ? 
Th~ CH;'IRMAN. And what did you hear about It. Th'1 d 
Mr TIN A number of sexalled heroes who wants to go aI an , 

'Thailand to go into Laos and try to orga~lze a search to make 
:.mull!bles known, that is what I heard about I.t. 

not sure that these are very reliable stories. h ? 
C I did ot understand what that was, eroes. 

HAIRMAN. if n '11 Rambos That's another transla-
TIN Rambos, you WI , . II th I es 

The direct traIlSlation is peoailp.le wdh ,? wtoan{,. to ~ ma~~~~:m-
;:-:"'_., who want to go from Th an III os 

a big name. 
CHAIRMAN. To do what? . . 
TIN. To search for the missing III ac:tlOn. translation for 

~~;;"~~IL'-1Jl'M.'JI. You do not have a VIetnamese 

~::.~ye~Ylvester Stallone will be very upset to hear 

;~~~~~fl;+r Coming back to the issue of Bob Garwood and p 'others being there in 1975 when the government 
south You were in Saigon, correct? 
TIN. Correct. d" f national-
CHAIRMAN. There was considerable lSOrganlZ8 IOn 

is that not right? 
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Mr. TIN. Yes. 

The CHAIRMAN. And there were not really good communicati0lla 
in all parts of the country. Is that accurate? 

Mr. TIN. Is it between North and South Vietnam? 
The CHAIRMAN. Well, between all of the provinces and the cen. tral government. 

Mr. TIN. I think it was only a few weeks, but after that it's alJ reestablished. 
T.he CHAIRMAN. It was reestablished? 
Mr. TIN. We can even telephone from the central government to the district govern men t . 

The CHAIRMAN. Now when I was in Vietnam recently and talked 
with the General Secretary and the Foreign Minister, they indicat. 
ed that after the government fell in the south there were some for. 
eigners still there who were placed in camps, who were held. I 
think foreign journalists, perhaps some other foreigners. 

Mr. TIN. I understand there are some foreign people, but I don't 
think they were placed in camps. I don 't believe they are in prison. 
ers' camps. There was a French general who has been sent out of 
the country. He has been extradited, but he has never been arrest. 
ed. A number of American journalists. I met quite a number of 
camera people and American journalists. A few, a short time later they leave Vietnam. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, that is in fact what was indicated to me, 
that they subsequently left. But the question is could there have 
been any Americans who chose to live there at that point in time? 

Mr. TIN. I have no news from them and I don't believe they are. 
I am a reporter and I'm very inqUisitive, very curious to go into the 
new provinces to look for news, to find intelligence. And I never 
heard of those Americans. 

The CHAIRMAN. Did you immediately travel to any of the provo 
inces after the fall of the government? 

Mr. TIN. Yes. I went to Metok and Hatchien and Chodel and 
Tienin, all over the provinces. 

The CHAIRMAN. And you never heard anything of any American 
who was being held anywhere? 

Mr. TIN. No. I never heard of any news at all. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Grassley? 
Senator GRASSLEY. Mr. Chairman, I am not going to ask any 

questions. I would like to just make a couple of statements. 
They are kind of repetitive of something I have said before. For 

the benefit of the Colonel, I am not going to argue with him wheth. 
er or not there are any Americans or other POW's in Vietnam. . 

I just would like to tell him that the purpose of this Committee ~ 
that there are a great number of people in this country who fee 
that there may be. This Committee is formulated for the purpose of 
finding out what OUr Government knows before we worry about 
what the Vietnamese government knows or does not know or the 
extent to which they are cooperating with us. 

But for the benefit of the Vietnamese government and also for 
the benefit of the Colonel, I would suggest that if the Vietnamese 
government might be in a position of governments generally, that 
when they make a statement they Imd it difficult to deny It or 
back out of it. 
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ent I want to assure I want to assure the Vie~namese gove~d"l wo'uld be one who if 
~Ionel that as fapO~ w'h':; c~~~~r~ut of Vi~tnam, to s~y thaIt 

18 an AmerIcan. d normalizatIOn of relatIOns. , 
is a very benefiCIal step towhr tise or punish the Vietnamese 

would not as a S;;n!'tor.[1" asgness to help bring people out 
~velcnrnent because I of t ~odlr w; tt::'e they have said that there are though for a ong perI 0 

there. h . t of the existence of this Com· 
that would bring me ~ht te J:'~;le in Hanoi believe that this 

' ~::~ilttI~do not presu:.ne th a rpose of bringing charges or com. e was set up lor e pu t If't were I want to 
,1IIllID1

LlS against the Vietna,!,ese ~overnit~ay th~t this 'Committee 
any suspicion they mIght ave e:n of government we have 

set up because under our sys m h not pursued this the 
who believe that our Governmen~t :at m self but not ac. 

they should. I am skeptIcahl abo blicY. rig' ht to know 
his . effort to furt er our pu , 

: \lIIlS8loory. T 18 our t' t It is not to be punitive In any way 
to get this inforn;'a 10th °'Vi tnamese government. . 
build a case agIt 81DSh · t th~t i: a valuable statement. We apprecl' CHAIRMAN. ill .? 

it. Are there any furtteher q~,,:~~~nf~ exactly the meaning of my Mr. TIN. I have a sta men 

coming here. ... not being tied down by the 
The new leadershIp ill VIet~an; a~~perate completely and fully 

past. They have the opportu~ r 0 to your commission are in that 
irith America. My recommen a. Ion hould lay it on the table. 
direction. Whatever the hSUSPICIO't; :.,e h~ve seen, who declare have 
ror example, refugees w 0 come se:n a number of hundreds of re­
_n so many people, whcbhavke d show the places, point out the mains. Let them go home ac an 

places. , .. h uJd bring it out on the 
And those of the live SlgThhtInt~S, u.~ ~nly way and the truth is Open table and exchange. a IS 

always difficult. th t even a needle that is very 
The Vietnamese. pro:verb says t So that in the quest for truth lIIIall by the end It WIll come ou . . 't 

there 'needs to be cooperation. That was:t! ~P~h';~k Senator Smith 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very mu . 

has a few more questions. bee patient and we appreciate it. Senator SMITH. You have . n very 

"e are about ready to end th~d of scattered around here. We had 
Just a coupl,: of 9uestIO~S te 1960's that there may have been a 

lome informatIon In t~e D ea that did not come back. Do 
Couple of dese~rs mbo

t 
e d ana~~ arn Danang in 1968 or 1969 or m lOU know anything a ut eser 

fllat period of time? D any times and also Hue, that 
Mr. Tm. ~ have c~me ~ ~~n~e:d of such 'news. If there were, 

-- my natIve proVlnce. nev h I f Danang the rumor 
in the case of one live AmerIcan, t e peot!' rOt ~ould know 
lrould .be all o:v

er 
the P~~ a~d5 tte :a~ e t1,;~u;u~~tion of a live 

about It, ~pec~y for teas n'such an'issue among the boat 
AmerIcan In VIetnam ~as l~ th Y would like to look around and 
Peop'le who left. Beforehint eythe c:uld bring out. And people who lee if there was anyt g ey 



486 

want a visa into this country would like to look around and find 
something. And the inquisitive troops belonging to the newspaper 
he calls it an army of newspapermen, are very inquisitive about this incident. 

And so many of the foreign reporters who came into the country 
and has heen criss-crossing the place, French, Japanese, Ameri_ 
cans, they all come to Hanoi and they met me. They also are very 
inquisitive. They want to see and hear. And we have not found any news. 

Senator SMITH. You, in your statement, you said there are abso.. 
lutely no live Americans in Vietnam. 

Mr. TIN. In my knowledge, yes. 
Senator SMITH. Absolute, but to the best of your knowledge there are none? , 

Mr. TIN. Because I am very curious. I am a journalist and cover 
the program more than 30 years. 

Mr. LoNG. I am repeating. I am not translating. 
Senator SMITH. Regarding, again, and if you have an answer to 

this question, I would prefer that-well, let me ask it this way. 
Do you know, and if you do know, do not mention the name at 

this time, do you know who in Vietnam today would know if any 
American POW went to the Soviet Union? 

Mr. TIN. Certainly. 
Senator SMITH. You know who would know? 
Mr. TIN. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. Would you be willing to provide that to the Com­mittee? 
Mr. TIN. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. Do you know anybody in the Soviet Union who would know? 

Mr. TIN. In 1977, I was part of the delegation, a military delega­
tion, headed by General Giap and we went to Moscow. That was 
the first group after the victory. I have talked to many generals 
and colonels. Their general feeling was that they were happy that 
we had heen victorious. 

However, but most of their advice to the Vietnamese, the Viet­
namese never followed. That was April 1977. 

In May 1977, I also went to Beijing for the same military delega­
tion headed by General Giap. The generals, the Russian generals 
and Soviet generals and Chinese had the same opinion that the Vi­
etnamese never followed their advice, always had a very independ­ent attitude. 

That means that the Vietnamese never followed exactly the rec­
ommendations from the Soviets and from the Chinese. For exam­
ple, the military delegation from China to Vietnam always advised 
that we should never use battalion in Vietnam in the war because 
if we did the American fire power would destroy us. And the Soviet 
generals always tell us that it is very difficult for us to try to equal 
Our fire power with the Americans. Never think of a general offep­
sive militarily. You should think about diplomatic relationship dis­cussions. 

I brought this up to show that the Vietnamese are very sensible 
to independence. The Vietnamese have their own attitude. They 
are not following the Soviet Or the Chinese. The only thing is to 
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. d munitions and not allowing the desire or the __ Ive arms an . . th 
~ ion of the other countries to mfluence em. 
oplD SMITH Colonel two final qUIck questIOns. . . 

Senator best of our k~owledge, either directly or I~dm:ctly,. do 
To ~he ~ ve a mortuary of American remams m VIet­the VIetnamese a 

? 
ltI8I". TIN I don't believe so 

Mr. . ~d Mr Nhuyen fuc Hai, he died, he was a classmate. He 
My frldin:ctor· of the Center for Enemy Propaganda: We studle.rl 

was the . H • 7 years He is directly responSIble for thIS ........ ther m ue lor . .·1 t 
......~ H died 3 ears ago because of a hver al men . 
_ue. !a s saia to me that as soon as we have abo~t 10 or 12 re-
~e aI y u1d it on right away to the Americans because 

JDIll~:r~=s a~re having p~essure on that. Then we have to 
the d lot to collect the remams. . 
len poop ~ u A last question. In the so-called dIscrepancy cases 

Senator MI.JH.. talking to the Vietnamese about, those 
that G:eneral = ~~oabout missing American servicem~n who 
eases m somet ed d filmed interrogated, all of these thmgs on bad been cap ur an , 

they~rd. till do not know, the Vietnamese tell us they ~o not 
e , we s ed th ·ven your knowledge and testimony 

:~; ::~NC!"'~Ph:ica~ records tha\dthecit ~lle;,.h~:to ;:; 
aplain the fact that the VIetnamese cou n . terro ated seen 

ed to a man who had been captured, filmed, m ~ to'h. ? 

1:;"other POW's, hOWth~~~:; ~~~~f,,;;=:~~arro'~ld leav:~i, 
Mr. TIN. I suggest a M· . ter with the new 

1IUt it °lnSttaff
he ~1e th~thp!h~b~~: :;Ie~Jr th~ru:vid~nce shotau!d be 

Genera h t rely come to cer 10 re­iI\lblicly shown to them. Then t ey mus su 

_ Its. t Th have not. 
Senator SMITH. Well, they do nho

t
· tagey of resolution these issues 

Mr. TIN. To find out up to was e 
bas heen solved. . 

Senator SMITH. I yield, Mr. Chairman. .? 

The CHAIRMAN. Are there any further questIOns. k real uickly 
Senator McCAIN. Mr. Chairman,. could Id~us~:e~ lain cl,e fact 

two questions? One, Colonel BUI Tir' how rs ~ho w~re shot down 
that a very significant percentage °thPrlSone very few who were 
OYer Vietnam were returned, yet ere were 
lIIot down over Laos who were returned? . . about this issue. 

Mr TIN I have heard-I have heen thmking B ddh· ts 
_. . di· kind because they are u IS, 
one Laotian sol ers IS verH

y 
't ·be I think that they do not 

except those from the Moo mong rI .. I h· k th real 
4lave any wicked attitude towar~ the prisoners. t In e 

ca~:,er t~~~:.o~~~!rV~~PA;,a~I!;~;~~tft ~.:'s y~e~h:f:.'~~~ 
placed great value on the PWhrlsone':J 0 w h' t use did the Vietnam-terest to keep them alive. at vue, waf ? 

eae Government want to make of.the fhrison1~yo th':rhumanitarian 
Mr. TIN. I have been wltnheSBlO.g e poWe have direct instruc-. th camp toward t e prisoners. . h 

10 e . H C'L~ Minh.to nve them hUT ar r...A~ 10-,;.;""",",,-,,,,, the late PresIdent ~ 0 UL 
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tions than the troops because they have been exposed to a better 
standard of living. 

Senator MCCAIN. Not to interrupt, but what reason? Was it to 
use as a negotiating chip at the bargaining table? Was it to Use for 
publicity purposes to help win the war, or what other reason? 

Mr. TIN. I have no feeling and no thinking that they are using 
the prisoners of war for political reasons. I don 't believe they have 
held the remains for negotiation or for bargaining. 

I understand that some of the leadership is very stupid and very 
low educational level, but they have enough intelligence and 
wisdom not to use this remains as bargaining chips, and they be­
lieve-they know, they understand that this is one of the priorities 
of Americans in the negotiations. 

Maybe down at the district level, perhaps those people at the 
lower levels say, we have 200,000 missing in action, why do we 
have to worry about a few Americans? These are at the very low 
level. 

Senator McCAIN. Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr. Chair­
man. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is an important issue. What you're saying 
is that in the general population in Vietnam there is not as much 
support to look for or find the remains. Can you be more explicit? 

Mr. TIN. These people do not believe in this kind of reward be­
cause it doesn't corne from the Government. This says, $2,400,000 
reward for American prisoners of war delivered by the Internation­
al Red Cross. 

People only believe in this when they have the mass media com­
munication by the Government, so that if the Government commu­
nicates that there is a reward for a certain limited period of time, 
then it is possible that the militia who has buried those remains, 
they may try to go and bring them up. These kinds of cards, these 
kinds of communication, only force people to go and dig up the 
tombs of hundreds of people in certain cemeteries. 

The CHAIRMAN. Are there any other questions? 
[No response.] 
The CHAIRMAN. Just a personal question. Where were you in 

1968 and 1969? 
Mr. TIN. I was in Quang Tri Province. 
The CHAIRMAN. Well, I'm relieved to know that. 
Colonel, thank you very much for taking the time to be here 

with us. I know you delayed your trip back to France in order to be 
here today. 

I don't know if you would like to spend a minute, but some of. the 
team from Vietnam is here. Mr. Bill Bell is here, and he might 
want to have a minute or two to talk to you a little bit, so if yOU 
could spend some time with them, I think that would be very, very 
helpful. 

We thank you for your testimony. The Committee will take a 
recess until the hour of 2 p.m., at which time we will hear from the 
authors of two books and then move into some of the photograph 
testimony later this afternoon. 

Senator REID. Mr. Chairman, are we going to finish these panels 
toda.~? ______________________ __ 

489 

e CHAIRMAN. We will finish these panels today. We are going 
to ~ry to move a little more rapidly if we can this afternoon. We 
-'11 commence at 2 p.m. ed 
.. ~ at 1'15 pm the Committee recess ,to reconvene 

l'" ..... ereupon, . ." 
at 2 p.m.] 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN. The hearing will come to order. There's a great 
?eal to try to cover, so >ye want to try to move right into it as ra 
Idly as we can. I would hke to ask both of you if you would stand P­
I can. swear you before you get too comfortable. so 

[Witnesses sworn.) 
Th~ CHAIRMAN. Our witnesses are Monika Jensen-Stevenson 

who IS the autho.r of the book, Kiss The Boys Goodbye, and Nigei 
Cawthor'!e, who IS the .author of the book, The Bamboo Cage. Both 
have obv~ously spent tIme researching this issue, and we welcome 
your testImony thiS afternoon, thank you. Ms. Stevenson wh d 
you not start off! ' y 0 

STATEMENT OF MONIKA JENSEN-STEVENSON, AUTHOR 

. Mrs. ~ENSEN-STEVENSON. It's a great honor to appear before this 
dlstIn~ll1shed tp'oup of Senators. I know that many of the Senators 
~m thIS Committee have worked long and hard to finally bring to 
JustIce an ISSue that has so strongly affected Our country and has 
for SO .Iong been neglected. I was told that I only had 5 minutes so 
I'm gOIng to make this very brief. 

The CH;'IRMAN. I don't think we have given anybody less than 7, 
and! don t want anybody to be an exception to this rule. I'm happy 
to give you the 7. The reason :->e're trying to hold the openings 
down IS not. to exclude the testImony, because we're going to put 
the full testImony m. the record. It is really to allow more time for 
questlO~s and more tIme to be able to talk, and obviously if there is 
somethmg you want to say--

Mrs: JENSEN-STEVENSON. That is what I was going to say. I hope 
rou wIll feel free to ask me any questions and ask tough questions 
If you want. 

I came here at my own expense here today because I and my 
hu~~and have spent the last 6 years of OUr lives researching and 
wntmg a book about the subject you will address. The conclusions 
we drew were ones that I would have thought inconceivable 10 
years ago. 

I a~ here because the response to the book has made it over­
w~elmll:,gly clear that the many people who concern themselves 
WIth thIS Issue need desperately to have one segment of the U.S. 
Government champion their right to know the truth about what 
happened to American soldiers who were taken prisoner in a war 
that ~v,:,ryone wanted to forget about as SOOn as it was over. 

ThiS Issue, as we see it, is about trust between citizens and their 
Go~er,!ment on t~at most important contract when soldiers risk 
thel! hv~s for thelT country and the country promises certain pro­
tectIOns In return. Sadly, in my view, that trust has been badly 
!,bused by the Government agencies who have controlled the POW 
Issue. 
. When I began this story for .60 Minutes program, I was an exp<>: 

nenCed reporter. I was not naive. I felt that almost nothing would 
shock me, but I was shock~ to find that my Government, which r 
beheved had a common objective With the families of the missing 
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d veterans, was deliberately lying and putting an incomprehensi­
til esistance to the people whom they were most obhgated by 
lIle !I legal and constitutional mandate to protect. 
JIIOwe 'found: my husband and I in th~ >yriting of the book, that the 

ra ency group which controls thiS l!;:;ue not only hed With un­IDt\; they did so with the full conVlctlOn that they had a moral 
~t ~ do so. We wanted to find out why, but the best answer we 
rill r got was that it was necessary for .reasons of natIOnal secUTlt~. 
;hatever that meant in that context, It did not m~lude the Amen-

soldiers who were caught by a VlCIOUS enemy In war SituatIOns 
:t embarrassed this country. 

The soldiers lost in Laos, for example, were .protected by ~o na­
donal security umbrella, they. were Simply deSignated nonexls~ent. 
'ftIe official Government position has !,lw~ys been that there IS no 
credible evidence of pTlsoners left behmd m Laos or anywhere else 
ill Southeast Asia. With the best Will that can only be descTlbed as 
• blatant lie, yet it is policy. 

We came acroSS large amounts of credible evidence, evidence col­
lected by the most expensive and the best technology m the world, 
• well as that reported by competent and loyal human agents, 

of whom were our former allies and risked their lives, their 
and also lost prisoners in that conflict, evidence tha.t was de-

• ~;~ on my 60 Minutes segment by Gen. Eugene Tighe, the 
;1 head of the Defense Intelligence Agency, as a miracle. 

if the head of the Defense Intelligence Agency in all those 

~
t~~jy~ears knew that it was a miracle, we believe that the inter­

group controlling POW's also knew it, y~t almost all ~f .that 
a lot of it has been inexcusably retired, left to d'SInte-
be destroyed. That is a fact which will make this Com-

very, very difficult. . . 
::Ano'the'f devastating lie is that if men are still ahve, they are 

My husband knows something about that. He saw 
'p~~~~:;~ long after the French Indochina War. was over 

a report with the Canadian Government. The Vletnal'!ese 
""Ia'~ed these prisoners to my husband as converted commuDlsts, 

clear that they were prisoners, and that they were under 
~~me duress. . t 

Bobby Garwood in Vietnam, abandon~ by thel! .coun.ry, 
had no way of telling the truth about thelT real position wlth­

forfeiting their lives. We believe the POW-controlled ~oup 
that about Bobby Garwood and the other AmeTlcan prlson-

they have reports on. . 
,&n,Oti,er lie is that the Vietnamese never offered to return pns­

too have talked to the Vietnamese, my husband more 
lleillsivelv th.:m I, and we have talked direct to people who were 
~~~!~~~ to meetings where the Vietnamese made an off~r 
P for money. One was made to the Woodcock Commls-

the late 1970's. . 
is that lies have become U.S. Government pohcy on 

~'d~~~i~abnild~t~that's a policy that is more generally known as plau-

like to give you just one very graphic example ~f what 
1IIII!lellS to credible intelligence and what happens to our mstitu-
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tions. One of our SOurces is a retired CIA man of high rank h 
personally saw prisoners in Laos in the early 1980's. W 0 

He reported th,s to the ai>propriate agencies, and he knew 
ones th,!y were. The negatIve response spurred him to look in 
that polI~y, and what he ~ound was a deliberate, organized attelll to 
by some .mtellIgence officials to misinform and harass the famil.Jlt 
of the mlssmg who were most vocal in their disaffection of Go lee 
ment policy. vern_ 

He broug/.Jt very specific charges to the Justice Department. 
Wpen. we tried to find out what happened to those charges 
had. disappeared. All that one investigator could find was ~ 
servmg document that cleared DIA of all wrong-doing. The investi 
gato~ then asked the Department of Justice for the full file. ~ 
official said he would have to take this ~p with another Govern­
ment department, and later the official Withheld the complete fil 
because of a third agency's objection. Ie 

Is this. what American justke has sunk to, that a third agen 
:mthout Identlfymg. Itself can mterfere with critical matters affed. 
mg the hves of prisoners of war that are brought before the De­
partment of Justice? 

I know that many of the readers of our book find this unaccept,. 
ab!e, and we hope and they hope that you will not only addresa 
this pro.blem but that you won't allow this investigation to be 
meffectIve br the sa~e kinds of abuse, abuse of secrecy, and 
you will rectify thiS kmd of activity. 

I have been asked. to bripg up one more matter by the 
w~o have been working qUietly and diligently on the issue ~~ ... ~, 
prlson.ers. They are concerned that perhaps this Committee will 

dress Itself too much to the issue of remains an]~n~o~Jt;~I~;iv~e~1:ri;::~:E and they recognize that you have a full year's 
before you can issue any definite statements about 
~hey are urging that you issue now a public statement which 
If there are A~ericans alive in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia 
were tak<;n prisoners durmg the Vietnam War or because of 
ties growmg out of that war, the Select Committee will ",eleom., 
them home. " 

[The information referred to follows:] 

THE STORY 

I was pregnant with my first child when this story began with an episode 
duced for CBS TV News' GO Minutes. Soon my daughter will be 6 years old. 
aghast at how she, has gone throug~ so many stages since I produced that 
about men who, m'~ht be dead or alIve. For Americans who are among the mi· ....... 
though~ wh~le hfe-tlmes ha~ passed. Their children are fully grown. 

My .6~ Mmutes report, aired during the Christmas season of 1985, looked 
po5S1blhty that U.s. government spokes~en were not telling the whole truth 
men and women of the armed forces bemg len behind in Vietnam when 
that th.ere was !10 credible proof that prisoners had been kept by the enem··y". 'n::"" 
dent ~,chard N.lxon hf:ld promised, on January 23, 1973, that with a ceasefire . 
n~nt all American prlsoners-of-war [POW's] throughout Indochina "W::il~l,lbe:g~~~~; 
WIth " the fullest possible accounting for all those who are n 
[MIA's]." MIA's are American servicemen who were involved in . 
the_ enemy, but who wer~ not acknowledged offiCially to have been either· • 
aCtlo.n (K!A) or taken prlsol!-er by them. In many cases, I found later, their captllJ'8 
and Imprl.~onment was momt;ored by U.S. intelligence. 

I had stJrred up a hornets nest. From all over the United Slates and later fronl 
abroad, came letters and telephone calls from Vietnam veterans,' families of t.bIt 
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and serving officers who said they were relieved that finaHy a powerful 
had the courage to deal with a great national scandal. 

thing I had in mind while preparing the television news-magazine seg­
was to expose an American scandal. I was so int;.ux:ent that when I got calls 
a National Security Council colonel in the White House to drop the story, 
before I had completed the necessary interviews, I failed to take his threats 

My knowledge of Vietnam was limited to what I had read in the newspa­
,-'~ :.L_ time (much of it forgotten) and to wearing a POW bracelet while I was a 

University of Wisconsin. The emotional impact went no further than 
the disappearance of my friend Lance Sijan, a Phantom piJot who 

inc,reclible heroism after he was shot down near Hanoi. For me, "the 
in.A."<:'"i.Cfm history" had no clearly defined beginning or end. 

to research the story. I found that much of the back­
already on the record. There were said to be 

-7~ .. " .-. the figure fluctuated. I quick.Jy learned that 
Nixon's p~Dnii.. been kept. When prisoneni were. officially re-

the early the enemy gave virtually nO accounting of the 
action. The North Vietnamese released 591 men-far less than anyone 

those unaccounted for were prisoners lost during the secret war in Laos. It 
long though unacknowledged war. When French rule ended in 1954, the 
used terrorism and treachery. He routinely exploited neutral territories 

Cambodia to smuggle weapons into South Vietnam-against interna-
ag<"" ",~I~U:;. But the U.S. had responded in kind since 1958, 6yeani before 

1964 Tonkin Gulf Resolution that formalized. U.S. entry into 
"war" in Laos continued throughout the Vietnam conflict. 
just before the Vietnam peace accords were signed. the Penta-

the names of men missing in Laos. At the same time U.S. 
as saying they believed the number was much 

Lao spokesman, 80th Petrasy, told reporters that 
aa:ounting of prisoners and where they were being 

't:::.:,~ would be released only if there was a separate truce 
.t Laos and the United States. Some headlines of the day tell the 

says no truce, no American POW's," "Fate of U.S. POW's still a 
demands list of POW's in Laos." But the Pathet Lao, were not 

ne~~:iat:io~!~ for the release of prisoners. 
State . Kissinger insisted to the public that prisoners in La~ 

i-et:unned by Hanoi. He maintained this stance despite the fact that But 
spokesman for the North Vietnamese, also insisted the United States 
for prisoners held in Laos with the Pathet Lao. Tin said, "We clearly reit­
position that the Question of persons captured in Laos is within the sover· 

beyond the competence of the four part joint military com-
..;0;.;".':- ~:~~l~to; the contrary, Kissinger said he had been told there 

the last group of prisoners from Hanoi after peace terms 
Lao, in a statement laced with undertones of malice, 

Americans captured by the Vietcong in Laos. Their agree-
~f;~~~~;:~'~ 9 had been captured by. and were in the hands of, the 
~ No single prisoner captured by the Pathet Lao was ever .re­

Ro£er Shields, the Pentagon's Prisoner of War Task Force chIef, 
probably no more live American soldiers loose anywhere in Indo-

.·amilli .. of the missing claim it was a statement he would later say had 
on Shields said, further. that there was no evidence that any 
three exceptions) had been executed during the war years. So where 
and possibly more men known by the U.S. government to have ~n 

the Pathet Lao? There was no answer from any of the governments 10-

~
;;~~~~:t~hese men had become alarmed when, on June 8, 1973. a North 

named Nguyen Thanh Son surfaced. He told AP, UPI, and 
that he had seen 6 prisoners. He believed they were Americans 

yet released. An American officer present at the interview re-
news services play down the details. Soon after I began questioning 

MIA's about this press conference, I received a copy of a State Depart-

after Kis8inger had proclaimed there were no prisoners in Cam­
. ::; ..... _.;:.<~.:.::.: said, "In Cambodia. several personnel known to have been cap-
.& never been accounted for." 



494 

ment declassified telegram which persuaded me that the National Security Council 
mov~ to stop my story was not the first time attempts had been made to silence the 
medIa. The telegram, sent from the U.S. embassy in Saigon to Washington, said "in 
follow on [defec;toT Nguyen Thanh Son1 ... ~p mention was consistent wi~h err:bar. 
go request, while UPI and NBC after talk WIth embassy press officer omItted itetn 
entirely from their stories." 

Missing from the group of men who were returned by the North Vietnamese were 
over 50 men known by the U.S. government to have been captured. and held Prison­
er at one time or another. Beyond that there was a large number of men susI>ected 
of having been captured by the North Vietnamese. Many returning prisoners had 
seen such men being taken captive or displayed to Vietnamese villagers, but they 
had never been seen in the prison system. I would learn later that the U.S. govern. 
ment had a list of over one thousand 8uch men-a list that included detailed knowl. 
edge of their capture, physical condition, and whereabouts until 1975, when Saigon 
fell. The United States was able to obtain such information on its prisoners through 
electronic eavesdropping and its extensive network of Vietnamese agents. 

Other prisoners who were not acknowledged were all those whose existence had 
not been verified by returning prisoners. According to some intelligence analysts 
who tracked prisoners, the U.S. government knew that many were kept in remote 
prison camps, although it listed such men in the MIA category. Some of those pr~ 
ons and camps were especially geared for technical talents-highly skilled Amen.. 
can servicemen who had expertise in fields like electronic warfare, about which the 
North Vietnamese and their Soviet and Chinese allies needed information. Some of 
those special talents. were put to work in highly secret North Vietnamese waT 
projects; others were farmed out to the Soviet Union or China. Amputees, the em4> 
tionally disturbed, and other seriously maimed prisoners were kept in special campa 
from which not one prisoner returned. Most astounding, some prisoners were actual. 
ly hidden in the main prison compounds in Hanoi. One such man, Air Force Col. 
Norman Gaddis, who was shot down on May 12, 1967, did appear on the 1973 list m 
returnees-unexpectedly. He had never been accounted for by the Vietnamese. Yet 
for almost 4112 years he was kept in a section of the prison known as "Heartbreak 
Hotel". In all that time no other American prisoner had seen him. If he had not 
fmally been spotted by other prisoners after the Vietnamese moved POW's and con. 
solidated them in several key locations because of the attempted Son Tay raid to 
rescue prisoners on November 21, 1970, Gaddis would probably have ended up an 
MIA. 

I learned of another group who never came home. Hearing of GO Minutes' plan for 
a segment on MIA's, a few families contacted me about a subject they had held dose 
to their hearts for 12 years. Their men had been sent on missions, primarily in Laos 
and Cambodia, after the peace accords were signed on January 27, 1973. Some of 
these men had voiced their objections to base commanders, because they feared that 
if they were caught by the enemy in contravention of the Geneva Agreements, they 
would be charged as war criminals. The families who came to me had excellent in­
telligence information that their men had not been killed in action but had beeD 
captured. 

After the ceasefire, the U.s. had demanded from the Vietnamese and the Laotianl 
lists of aU prisoners on their records. It was made clear that the Vietnamese were 
expected to return all prisoners captured bl their allies. I was shocked when 1 wal 
told that some of those prisoners, captured m Laos after the ceasefire and known by 
the U.S. negotiating team, through the efforts of U.S. intelligence eavesdroppers, to 
be alive and in captivity, were first penciled in on the list of prisoners that we'd 
demanded from the Vietnamese and then crossed off. To acknowledge them wou! 
have meant acknowledging the continuing involvement of the United States 10 
covert wars in Laos and Cambodia. I was told by the families that some Departme~t 
of Defense officials were so disturbed by this that they registered their objections 10 
writing. Those documents, I was told, were classified. . 

It was easy for me to understand why the Pathet Lao would continue to hold pJ18" 
oners who had not been negotiated for by the U.S. government or who were C8~t 
in contravention of the peace agreements. It was harder to understand why the h' 
etnamese would hold on to prisoners after the peace was signed. Then I learn~ t 
was not the first time the Vietnamese Communist government had kept PClsontl!! 
long after a conflict ended. French POW's were sold for many yeaTS after .. 
French·Indochina war, for cash and other concessions. They wer-e called "pearl~ 

A former foreign service officer in Vietnam, considered to be one of the fore~eet 
experts on the French POW/ MIA experience. testified before a 1976 House Se l' 
Committee that 200 French POW's were released by the Vietnamese some 11 to. 
years after the war. The Socialist Republic of Vietnam had never admitted holdl'" 
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diem. She suggested to the Committee .that American government representatives 
~ to the Vietnamese not about prisoners, but about deserters, or better yet, 
~r criminals," since the Vietnamese had categories for such men, but none for 

. oers. The French had paid an unrevealed but supposedly l~rg,,: su~ for French 
=::i05 and the maintenance of French graves and cemeteries 10 Vietnam, she 

~. seemed that the U.S. government had expected. to bargain for prisoners, but 
.,rnewhere along the road. abandoned the idea. Article 20 of the Peace Agreement 
_ted· 

'!be United States anticipates that this agreement will usher in an era of reconcil· 
Jation with the Democratic Re.p~blic of Yietnam as w~th all t?e peoples o.f Indo­
-anna In pursuance of its traditional pohcy, the U.s. will contnbute to heahng the 
~nds of war and to post war reconstruction. . . .' 

. Nixon reinforced that pledge with a secret promise of 4 Y2 billion aid 
a letter to Prime Minister Pham Van Dong on February 1, 1973. That 

was not released until 4 years later. The promise of reconstruction aid was 
kept, largely because Congress, angen;d by reports from returnin~ prisoners 

war of torture and mistreatment by HanOI, would never grant such ald. Because 
Watergate and his attendant resignation, Nixon lost all possibility of arranging 

transfers from other programs. The promises that were not kept rankled the 
"J~~:~:~Communists. Time and again they were to hint during negotiations that 
, ~ issue was tied to the promised reconstruction aid. 

next 12 years. scores of Vietnamese refugees told stories of prisoners 
back as "pearls," but who were never bargained for by the U.S. gov· 

were stories that the Vietnamese aired statements made by U.S. 
... tmm.mt officials who claimed there were no more prisoners in Southeast Asia, 

humiliate and torture prisoners who had been left behind. 
that prisoner returns were intimately connected to payment of cecon· 

'·~r.=~::np!~~~. was clearly understood by the 1976 House Select Committee on 
~.: in Southeast Asia. On December 13 of that year the members con· 

report, Americans Missing in Southeast Asia. with the following state-

the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has called for selective implementation of 
. Peace Agreement specifically article 21 d~aling ~th American ~econstruc. 

aid to Vietnam in exchange for POW/ MIA lOformation under artIcle 8b. (p. 

the years that knowledge received little attention from commit~ on ~ap­
Perhaps lawmakers were too busy, but it seemed to some familIes. as If a 

attrition was being waged against the men who had been ~eft behi~d. ~o 
how much solid intelligence was obtained that men were ahve and Impns· 
Vietnam, some government official or committee would find a way to negate 
when those intelligence chiefs in charge of the issue declared that they too 
men to be alive and imprisoned in Indochina. . . . 

as possibly an error of judgment, or an act of pol.ltlcal expediency, 
passing years into a conviction that national secunty wo~ld be hurt 

d'BCI06'~!" that U.S. intelligence capabilities, which were formIdable, had 
men who fight. 

",Iru.: ... reported seeing American prisoners in all parts of Commu· 
~_ , .. ,.therult Asia in the early postwar years. Some of those refugees had spent 

with Americans. A few of them took their responsibility to report 
seen seriously enou~h to testify under oath before congressional com-

A.,a1,,.b; at the Pen~n s Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), o~n took 
of a witness s testimony only to debunk that part havrng to d~ 

19808, a former Vietnamese colonel of ChI· 
. a congressional comm~ttee about. a ware-

in the heart of HanOl. He explamed the 
some of those remains and return them to 

were required. The colonel, kno~n 
and his story about the remalflS 

agreement between the Laotian Provisional Nation.ni Uni~n 
was signed. The agreement also took note of a promll;e of ~lId 

I, Sec. c. read: "The two parties take note of the declaration 
it will contribute to healing the wounds of the war and to post-war 
The Provisional National Union Government will hold discussions 
connection with such a contribution regarding Laos." 
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became part of OlA formal history. Yet a retired DIA official told me that The Mar 
tician had been just as truthful about live prisoners. He had testified that he Pet" 
sonally saw groups of prisoners on numerous occasions before he fled Vietnam i~ 
1979. That part of his testimony, even though he had passed all interrogations a.Qd 
lie-detector tests with flying colours, was determined to be a fabrication. 

There was an effort to steer anyone with an interest away from the subject 01 
living men. It took me a long time to see that the issue was larger than the rOUghl, 
2,500 MIA's admitted to by the U.S. government. 

My real education began after the 60 Minutes broadcast. The show had present4!Jd 
two sides of an argument. One was that there was no credible evidence that any. 
body had been left behind from among loyal , serving Americans. This Was the gov. 
ernment case, but officials covered themselves by adding, " If any are stiH there, get,. 
ting them back is a priority-unless they're deserters and traitors." The OPPOSina 
view was that Our intelligence on prisoners was voluminous but never put to USe: 
two highly qualified Special Forces men said the intelligence was SUppressed. ' 

My husband had many friends in the military and intelligence. So did I. He also 
had a great deal of experience in Southeast Asia. He Could assess the gTOwing Corn­
plaints reaching my office that secret intelligence was not serving those it W811 
meant to serve. Vietnam marked the blossoming of covert warfare. If the men who 
fight these wars cannot depend on the intelligence services, they have justification for asking awkward questions. 

Those who contacted me were driven by anger and COncern for the defense 0( 
their country. Their misgivings had crystallized around the POW I MIA issue be­
cause many proffered detailed knowledge of how American intelligence on prisonen 
had never been acted upon. I might have dismissed their allegations if I had not 
received those curious NSC threats; and if, after GO Minutes ran my segment on 
prisoners, a Pentagon publication had not appeared, exclusively devoted to branding 
as liars all those who had appeared on the program to state their belief that, based 
on the best possible current intelligence, prisoners were stilJ being held by the Viet­namese and their all ies. 

Kinfolk of the missing, and the doubting vets, lacked the resources of a national 
broadcast-news network. I could caB upon such resources, but I was to experience a 
milder and briefer version of the nightmare of frustration experienced by these 
Americans. Intelligence documents were declassified, then hastily reclassified when 
the critics pointed out discrepancies and demanded answers. Some vets with experi­
ence in electronic intelligence in Southeast Asia had started to build complex infor­
mation networks. By 1989 these networks were described by one former intelJigence 
officer, Col. Earl Hopper, Sr., as "better than the intelligence reSOUrces at OIA"-:­
even though the Defense InteI1igence Agncy had the task of coordinating all inte:

U 
.. 

gence on the missing. Colonel Hopper's son, also a COlonel, was stilI among the mJ81-ing. 

The OIA director, through the toughest war years and long afterwards, "':88 Lt 
Gen. Eugene Tighe, who told me flatly that he had seen the best possible eVIdence 
of Americans stili alive. For speaking out, he Was publicly humiliated. 

He was not alone among senior officers whose audacity was punished when they 
failed to toe the official line. Yet they had to confide to somebody. They peeled away 
my innocence. First I learned never to ask direct questions when mysterious n;fe. 
ences were made to outfits like ISA, MACV, SOG, CCN, or SLAM .• Bit by bIt, 
discovered these were units with roots in a special secret service created in 1958, 
nominally under the South Vietnamese president, and supported and financed by 
the Central In telligence Agency. 

I found that inteUigence on prisoners had been effiCiently coUected; so much ~ 
that today, more than 14 years after the U.S. evacuation of Saigon, all Vietnam .. 
laced with grapevines of human intelligence On prison camps--on who is in them, 
and on who runs them. Yet despite the intelligence and despite the existence o~ 
special unit designed to rescue them, no American military prisoner was ever o.t 
cially brought out. POW's and MfA's seemed to be getting lost in w~at many mi.­
tary men considered an ever-increasing isolation of inteJlig~nce agencIes. II 

A friend of my husband, with intel1igence experience gomg back to \yorld War ~ 
suddenly resigned from the CIA. He had quarreJed with the Director, Bill Casey, :.u 
year before Casey died in 1987. Casey, he said, tampered with intelligence repa ~ 
and slanted them to suit White House thinking. It wasn't in the spirit of the ,wfca1 
at the entrance to CIA headquarters in Langley, Virginia, which quoted the bib J 
promise that" ye shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free," 

• For further details on these unitft soe pp. 181-2 and the glossary. 
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t nsitive posts. Now he was dis­o~e °h
f 

the mos Tsehis was a difficult conclusion for p"obllen>s 10 t e agency. 
as CIA director_ _ Co -~~:d;~~;"~:&J'~dl~e~i~i~;~~~~~: red before Senate Intelligence m-

-; on 8 1987_ The Co;!~. )udging Webs~r·~~~:.~ !:d t~: 
h""ascikDled'" him what his philosophy on 1O~lhge~ce ~~k A Man Called In-

nothing to what ~y h'!S~d t!'adrs:~~~c~ the world, intelligence is 
the 10creasmgly mtrlca da Safeguards against its abuse 

t~t;dml ost l~edngerous. The character and wisdom of 
rJgl y ~pp 1 . " . 

it is entrusted will be decl.slve. . .. if the have abdicated a small 
-Anle~i~~_reaJly have little opportum~ ~ ~~~t. The~ dutifully refrain from 

freedom to people they 8 ou fid ot that those who guard them are 
noses into nati~na1 secrets, ~~.1 ~ity The armed services, in turn, 

JX>SSible job Wlth the grea 10 . d f The deserve first con­
possible intelligence to ~rry outh the:; id lkn-ow that he will get the 

;~.,catil?n _ If an American is taken pnsoner, ,e ~ oUidable intelligence resources. ~ ~on-politica1 attention of his ~untry s °Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
William Crowe said at his retufiment d ~ ost the best possible intelli­

&utulnn of l~~~"!Ande:e ~Z:~ty C;::t upon it for the ~o;: ~f d~ 
':;'·;With~~t· a . ' become a license for opportUntS . 
II Integrity, secrecy can k that for once ordinary Amen­

the system. It~ud~entlYh stru,·~tel~=ence ~rvices ~ere from the way of how euectlve ese "e 

had been handled. . He had extracted a Canadian 
somethingc::

bout s~~ho~~~i:t1:· swore they knew nothing of the 
He . ~r:c. to mF~~::h priso,:,ers in Communist Vietnam, long 

and Paris jo1Otly ~ tha~ n:~:te~~: was the intelligence bureau­
could not understan , as w rfi Were there deep reasons for 
of re-e~~ th.eu ~wnt pe d or:~~ime must release all Americans . would die 10 time, JUS as ea

le 
bl m? 

I Ttary mora pro e 
o..; ..... ? was it ,mere y a mIl t h ld break the ~ual conventtons of secrecy 

o~d~i~if.;Am~encan who fe t M i ~u had vanished at a super-secret base 10 

n . Her .husband, e h:icall there wasn't a war there. AnD: had 
not uniform, and tee y US Air Force officials to stay Silent. 

the demands made upon her lr
y 

the being done for her husband; and 8~e ~,--- discovered that nothing at a was f which she thought were In 

be ,JeOpardizing any rescue. opera ~r:' number of Americans wh? 
'~i:'::;,!.~~:n::l waves. She was like a g mg. terests of "national secun­
ij a part of thei~ i~dependencehlDd the ~ right to ask questions in 

who decided that, on thiS ~l!-e, ~he>: a eve 
and demand replies from pubhc Inshtuttons. t "The pain the famihes have 
wrote me after seein~ the: Minuti:ss ~h::S : .. I would fin.d my youngest 
live ... The mghts, ) s i:P fi r somethmg Looking 10 closets, cup-

w'1Dd.eri"'!l through the house 00 lOgO. fi h d·idn 't know .... " 
. when I asked wh~~ he ~as lfu~~~a~h~r.eAnn would write me again . 
c!'ild;;;;have grown up ili A g C; Tee If I quit asking questIOns now, who 

sons now serve 10 e lr o? Th·· country and if the people 
for them if t~elr time co~es th 18 I~~t~ be reminded of what this 

doing their very best, tbeeh· dey hO gave all they had to give when 
We do rwt leave men 10 w . to t them back" 

believing we would give all we hat. to ft1:
an 

g~nversations and to 
sources fut tohingsr-the sdto°~o:f:~~!ou:tmeric!ns like AnSon, theY

r 
are 

a lew , d h b fsecrecy me a our 
ilhnnma.tE both ~he i~uede orinPOthw s d h~w~:e~S:~t decided· to risk their were afraid to be Identifi. e en 'th - • es 
harass t and agreed to let me use elr nam . t t 

or men.. t· But since that seemmgly lDnocen en ry 
nature secretive, or cau lous'l ed not to take things at face value. 

seen,Ii'" world 5 years ago, ~ ~ve ehr~ore than a Texan entrepreneur. He 

[;~~~~~ tutors was Roes Perot, w ° hIB ~~tom of the POW IMIA issue from the 
a grim resolve to get tort e. rs returned in 1973 were inexplicably he realized the numbers 0 pn8(me 

. . f a "federal government investi~ator:" him one day about an LDqUlry ro~ I imes involving U.S. offiCials 10 
wanted to question !'Ie about hp08S1b e chers and his official designation. IOIthe, .. t Asia. He gave me hiS office pone num 
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Perot used his resources to probe. He caned me back. "If there's such a government 
department, I'll buy you the biggest steak in Texas," he said. 

Perot had to pay up. We discovered there was an investigative service bUried 
within the General Accounting Office in Washington, OC. It had no authorit 
though, to dispatch agents to find out what I might know. I rejected the man, w&; 
had asked me to cooperate in "8 matter of national security." He then showed. hit 
true colors. "You'd better be sure to tell the truth in your book," he said. I had 
never told him I was writing a book. 

So many of our sources had similar stories to tell. Calls in the night. Veiled warn. 
ings. I didn't believe them. Not in the beginning. In the end, I kept going for the 
same reason that motivated Ross Perot. It was "the right thing to do." 

It seemed the right thing to do because 80 many of the POW I MIA families and 
the veterans of the war had never had the opportunity to tell their side of the story 
Since 1981, the government, including the official organization designed to deal with 
the issue, had said that the issue of POW's and MIA's had the highest priority, but 
that there had been no credible evidence of men left alive in captivity that was 
strong enough to act on. They had many outlets for telling their side of the story 
and they had the advantage, because so much of the material on POW I MIA's re­
mains classified. 

The secrecy that cloaks the issue has led many people to conclude that there are 
some in the government who don't want the truth to come out. The natural qu~ 
tion that arises is "Why?" 

There are undoubtedly many reasons behind the reluctance of officials to look se­
riously at the allegations of those most directly involved in the issue. Some of those 
responsible have been caught up in bureaucratic inertia, some have acted on direc­
tives that they thought were legal and appropriate, others have acted from a moral 
and professional belief that the POW I MIA issue could be resolved properly only if 
national-security concerns were paramount. and some have seemed motivated pri· 
marily by a desire to defeat Vietnam and its allies in Cambodia, and have tied the 
POW I MIA issue to the resolution of that situation. Some have possibly believed 
that activists might compromise government efforts to get men back-either 
through rescue missions or relocation. Some have engaged in Iran-Contra-like activi· 
ties, demonstrating the same confusion of motives that were revealed during those 
hearings. Just as with Iran-Contra, it is almost impossible to say which bureaucrats 
and which government departments were responsible for specific actions. 

However, pinpointing motives and pointing the finger at individuals was never 
the object of this book. That is the job of the appropriate government agencies. We 
wanted to give voice to those Americans who had not been heard and who seemed 
to have good cause to criticize and to demand an overhaul of a system that stalled 
whenever they asked for a proper accounting of their friends and loved ones lost in 
Southeast Asia. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Ms. Stevenson. Mr. Cawthorne? 

STATEMENT OF NIGEL CAWTHORNE, AUTHOR 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. Gentlemen, my opening statement should ~ 
my book, The Bamboo Cage, which says all I have to say about thIS 
issue. However, my book is not published in this country and it IS 
extremely difficult to obtain over here, so perhaps I should summa­
rize the main points. 

The book maintains that more U.S. prisoners of war were taken 
than were ever admitted to. The source for this is the Department 
of Defense's own documents. As you know, much of the figures for 
casualties and body counts given during the Vietnam War are pure 
fiction, and in any war manipulation of such figures for morale and 
propaganda purposes is inevitable. The papers also show that priS­
oners were segregated into distinct groups, and the conditions that 
some of the prisoners were kept in do not match with the experal­
ences of any man who returned in Operation Homecoming in 197 .. 

During the war, the National Security Agency made an analYSIS 
of what happened to pilots who were shot down. They noticed thaJ 
most of the airmen downed near the main prison camps aroun 

499 

and Haiphong were taken there and did not pass any instal" 
..Ran'" of strategic importance on the way. InJured. men were 

to be taken to China. Those WIth specl!,1 skIlls or VItal 
::E~~ information were taken to the SovIet Umon. They dId not 

: Who is asserting that? 
~~~~~:':;':~E~ Jerry Mooney, largely, but what he asserts is 

"Irro,bo.~aloea by some of the documents. 
CHAIRMAN. I am just curious. Go ahead. .' . 
CAWTHORNE. Men captured along the Ho ChI Mmh TraIl and 

areas where manpower was needed,. were ~orced mto .slave 
Plainly, those who had worked on projects WIth strategIc 1m­

,.."rUmc,e like the huge underground wareho.uses at the southern 
infiltration routes that were bemg prepared for the 

of South Vietnam could not be returned. The 
,:,e~:~~~,~~ Vietnamese could not return Americans who. knew of 
if After debriefing, their remains .were gIven dIrectly to 

of the RepubliC of South VIetnam who contmued 
J::.r~~e;tlhhe~~Co~;mmunists for 2 years after all pnsoners were sup-

have been returned. . ' 
papers also make it very clear that Amencan pn.soners were 
and held by the Pathet Lao. The NSA knew thIS too. None 

,",,,,en, Ameri~ans taken by the Pathet Lao were ever returned, 
though the Pathet Lao. said, ~uring the war and afterward, 

they were holding Amencan prISoners. . L 
men, it was said, would be returned after the war 10 aos 

and the U.S. bombing of that country ceased. The U.S. 
'of Laos did not end until August 1973,.4 months after ~h~ 

administration said all Amencan prISOners of war a 
from Laos Cambodia, and Vietnam. 

their analysis of the radio traffic, the NSA knew ~hat ::oJ 
orilsoners would be returned at the end of the wldar. met th 

as bargaining chips-hostages-he agams e 

~~~~~~~;~~ the American Government had long talked of. . 
the NSA knew of the situation of the Fre~ch pnsoneh First Indochina War. After their defeat. m 19~4, t. e 

go'ver'nnoerlt spent millions of dollars ransommg theIr PtS
-

were still being returned as late as 197~, 25 yea~s a ter 
captured. Certainly the CIA knew thIS. AmerIca!, m­

W~'mc,e documents show that it was known that Fre!,ch prISon­
the first Indochina War were still being held m thA area 

NII'DUnd Ba Vi, throughout the second Indochina War-the men-
wa.r-trOln 1965 to 1973. . ' 

only was it known that the Vietnamese were holding Amen­
prisoners hostage there were even attempts to pay a d:nsom. 
February 1 1973' 5 days after the Paris Peace Accor were 

"':net~, Preside~t Ni~on secretly wrote to Pham Van Dong, .Pre­
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (the ~orth), promlsl~ 

~[~~!~~'~nin reparations. However, when the prisoners, retur~ d 
C . Homecoming arrived home, they revealed they a_ 

unn.allY tortured. Their inhumane treatment outraged Co~ 
all reparations to Vietnam and I~ter to Cam 

Laos-<lu>u,u"e"'spite the pleadings of the Admlp.l~tratlOn. Em-
-"lIE!<I in the Watergate scandal, President N,xon s mfluence dId 
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not carry the weight it might have done otherwise. And Ul'ngreo. 
did not know of the President's secret agreement with Pham 
Dong-not one penny of which has ever been paid. 

The Paris Peace Accords talked of the release of all prisoners 
war, not just the American prisoners who were being held by 
Communists. As the 60-day release period ticked by, the Ul.mll1,\1. 
nists quickly suspected that their prisoners of war were not 
returned-with good reason. The American and allied troops 
long been cavalier with Viet Cong suspects. The government 
South Vietnam were no more humanitarian. 

Frank Snepps' book, Decent Interval, speaks elc)qu,ently 
fate of one North Vietnamese who had been a prisoner. "![Uve. 
Van Tai, a former Deputy Minister of public security in the 
had come south in 1962 to take charge of resistimce in Saigon. 
was captured. He helped engineer the assault on the U.S. 
pound in 1968. He was captured in 1970 and held in solitary 
finement, in a chilled, windowless white room, for over 4 
where a series of interrogators tried to break him. 

However, in 1971, a year after his capture, attempts were 
to exchange him for American prisoners being held by the 
Cong. These attempts failed . 

In 1973, when the release of prisoners was supposed to 
taken place, he was not returned. He was held-in the same 
tions-for another 2 years, until 1975, when the fall of the 
seemed inevitable. Then, as the Communist troops massed at 
gates of Saigon, he was loaded onto an aircraft and thrown 
over the South China Sea. 

I believe that some people have already told this Committee 
the new Prime Minister of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam is 
to be trusted. Because, as military director of the Viet Cong he 
responsible for the execution of at least 3 American prisoners 
by the Communists. Terrible though this was, this is no time 
recrimination. Intelligence documents from 1973 confirm that 
Vietnamese Communists made a deliberate policy decision 
return all their prisoners. The Laos also made it plain that 
would use the same tactic as the Vietnamese, when it came to 
manding reparations from the U.S. 

There is also evidence that attempts were made by the U.S. 
ernment to prevent the press and broadcast media from rP,oortJIIII 
that Americans were still held in Communist hands long after 
were supposed to have been released. 

There is a seamless carpet of evidence from 1973 up 
present day, that Americans are still being held in caDtiVl~ 
against their will, in Southeast Asia. Letters have been sm,uggu: 

out. Photographs have emerged. Names, !se~rv~:i~cer~~::~{~~~~~~~~ identifiers, zip codes have been reported. 
that they have seen white and black men in 
and Laos. Sometimes these people are id,mt;ified, 
it has been possible to track prisoners by name, as they are 
from camp to camp in Southeast Asia. 

It has also been alleged that boat people and other r~I~g~:';ic­
unteer this information to ingratiate themselves to the 
authorities. They know, from bitter experience, that any infor~ 
tion on POW's gets them into trouble. 

501 

It has also been said that they do it for money. But rewar~ 
' _.h",;e publications have elicited thousands of reports of live sight 
. have not been collected. 
~ten refugees don't even realize the significance of what the, 

s';'n. They were told during the war that American pilot: 
bandits, criminals. They were not sUTI~rised to see such .crimi 
stiII in captivity. Besides, people fleemg the Commulllst rE 

!'a:iDl'es of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia have other things to worn 
than the fate of American servicemen. 

J 8I,,!::,': Vietnamese government, at low levels, have often talked 0 
prisoners they have held. Hilfh ranking defectors and long-.t<;rn 

:;iis<i,ners of the Vietnamese regime have been released at cntica 
the change of an American administration-an, 

Americans still being held. 
evidence from all these sources tells the same story-tha 

~AmE'ri(:an prisoners are still being held in Southeast Asia. When 
evidence before the Vietnamese authorities in Hanoi il 

and asked them for another explanation, they did not answe 
They simply told me that I was a friend of Vietnam. I hope 
a friend of America, too. 

I have been asked to testify before this Committee because I aIT 
' r~u:~,,"~s,t,::rongIY critical of the U.S. Government action to accoun 
" and MIA's." That is not so. 

is simply to discover the truth of the matter, whethe 
:-Am ... i,,,,n servicemen are still being held in captivity in Southeas 

not. I think the agencies responsible for accounting for th 
have done a sterling job, given that the U.S. Governmen 

want to know the truth. 
Defense Intelligence Agency proved tha! they were therE 

could the American Government do about It? They could no 
the reparations that were promised to th~ Vietna'."ese in 197: 
the men's release, because Congress won t al.low It; nor coul, 

ask Congress to pay the money without havmg to admIt tha 
were there in the first place. 

American people, seemingly, don't want to know the trun 
More than 30 American publishers have told me that. Th 

i;et:naro,**, government can hardly be expected to own up after al 
They have few enough friends as it is. They would b 

lrand,~ as barbarians, and shunned as an international panah. . 
in writing the Bamboo Cage was to collect all the a~al 

evidE,"c:e and evaluate it. The case is just overwhelm mg. 1m 
not a politician or a diplomat. I have written down th 

truth as I have found it. I have tried to present the eVldenc 
American people so that they could make up their ow 

That, I understood, was the American way. . 
are Americans still alive in captivity in Southeast ASIa. I 

Del/ond doubt. What America does about it is up to you. . 
CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. I know Members WI 

a lot of questions. 
me just pick up on your last statement. You say ther", art 

J1e:Yor.d doubt, Americans being held in Southeast ASia. What IS th 
1fItJ'Ort""'d. piece of evidence that you have of that? 
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Mr. CAWTHORNE. I think that if one looks at the evidence, piece 
by piece, one doesn't get anywhere. You don't see the wood for the 
trees. 

If the question is the weight of the evidence that all testifies to 
the same thing--

The CHAIRMAN. But give me the weight of the evidence, or build 
this-you have spent years with it. It is in your head. You have 
written a book. Give me a quick picture. I mean, what is the sort of 
weight of the evidence that says that they are alive today, right 
now? 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. Plainly, one can't testify that they haven't all 
been killed in the last 5 minutes. The question is that it's a seam­
less, carpet of evidence that comes from during the war and 
beyond. It just-there is no time-at no time does it stop. 

The CHAIRMAN. I understand that. I understand what you are 
saying. I am just trying to help you make your own case. But I 
want you to make it_ I mean give me sort of the pieces of the 
thread-this should just rattle out, I would think. I mean there is 
the evidence of who; there is the picture of this; there is the live­
sighting-I mean, what is it that lets you draw that conclusion 
with that kind of conclusiveness? 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. I think from reading and analyzing intelligence 
documents; from reading and analyzing the testimony of refugees; 
from speaking to former intelligence officers; from speaking to 
former congressmen who have seen evidence; and speaking to the 
Vietnamese--

The CHAIRMAN. Now, can you tell me any Vietnamese person 
who says they know somebody is alive today? 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. I believe there are people who are named in my 
book, Senator. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, you believe there are, or there are? I mean 
can you direct me to them? 

Senator REID. What was your question, Mr. Chairman? . 
The CHAIRMAN. What Vietnamese people-I am saying, what VI­

etnamese people today could say that there is somebody alive in 
Vietnam? 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. Today? 
The CHAIRMAN_ Or last week, or last year. . 
Mr. CAWTHORNE. I'm sorry, it has been 2 years since I have wnt-

ten this book and it is difficult to remember. But certainly there 
are named people in my book who say there were, and there are 
people there. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let me go back to the numbers issue. 
How do you arrive at the judgment that more people were taken 

prisoner than we recorded or than we admitted. 
Mr. CAWTHORNE. Simply from looking at your own records! I 

think that they are the most glaring discrepancy. There was an !Do 
cident on the DMZ in 1967, I believe, when the Marine Corps re­
ported that eight people were missing. But on that day, according 
to the Pentagon's records, there was only one person missing thit 
day. A Vietnamese who was captured said there were 29 peop e 
captured that day. 

The CHAIRMAN. Was that ever reconciled, do you know? I mean, 
hAving heen Qut-in battle. L well remember 8 
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spot report, and then what you learned when the dust settled a 
couple of days later. I mean you r!"alize that somebody you tho~ght. 
was missing and you reported mlSSmg turned up; or you realIzed 
that some people that got separated appeared. 

I mean, was there any reconciliation effort with respect to those, 
or have you just taken the raw reportmg of those days? 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. No, no, these are records. One comes from the 
Marine Corp's evidence. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let me just say, you're not the only person who 
bas suggested that the numbers are off-kilter. And the Committee 
is not-I mean we're going to have to try to run that down. Be­
l:8use there are familie.s that have also sugg~ted the. numbe!" are 
out of kilter. We're gomg to try to look at It. I am Just trYing to 
understand your determination and methodology. 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. The Marine Corps reporting was from the 
Marine Corps history, which wasn't simply the first day's report. 
They had gone back to the battlefield and done an accountmg 
there. 

The CHAIRMAN. And did they subsequently report those people 
as indeed, missing or captured, or what? 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. They were listed in the Marine Corps history­
it says they are missing from that day. 

The CHAIRMAN. And that was never-you are saying, factored 
into the total numbers that were reported by the United States as 
a whole? 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. That's right. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, have those discrepancies been cr 

checked with DIA or with the appropriate services? 
Mr. CAWTHORNE. No. 
The CHAIRMAN. And you know that to a certainty? 
Mr. CAWTHORNE. Well, I certainly haven't done that. 
The CHAIRMAN. All right, you haven't done it. All right, now Ms 

Stevenson, you talked about the lies. I would like to try to focus 0 
that. I have read your book, and I ~m interested partIcularly "1 
BOme conversations you have had WIth Mr. Childress and othet 
things that took place. . 

° But if you were going to say, Senator, here is the most glarm@ 
lie, the most obvious sort of example that you could tell the Co .' 
IIlittee in a short framework, and so we can really hang on to I 
and understand it, what would you pick? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, what I said in my statement, th", 
there was no credible evidence, and I have no problems-I:ve ha, 
extensive conversations with General Tighe. I've had extensive c01 
-nations with people in the Pentagon who are workmg on tW 
larue. I've had extensive conversations with people 10 the agene:! 
I've had extensive conversations with people who are working fo 
ISA or they were involved in a rescue effort. They all tell me th~ 
1 trust them. I believe they told me that without really compromll 
buz themselves. 

But when they say it is so, I believe it-particularly when Gene) 
at Tighe says it. Because I found him always to be a man of tli 
Ubnost integrity. There is nothing in his record that would lead m 
to believe that he lied. 
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The CHAIRMAN. When you say General Tighe said it, we have 
met with General Tighe. We ~ave had a conversation. He is going 
to be here to talk to us pubhcly. But what IS It you say he said? 
What is the conclusion you draw? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. That there is an amazing amount of 
credible evidence. We also spoke to a good number of the people 
who were on his commission, including Gen. Robbie Reisner, who 
we have absolutely no doubt, based upon the intelligence, that they 
saw, that there is not only credible evidence, that there is proof· 
positive that men were alive when that commission looked at the 
material that was current intelligence. 

The CHAIRMAN. Now, Ms. Stevenson, in order to help the Com­
mittee to try to make this the last inquiry we have to make-I rec­
ognize author's privileges, and they are different, obviously, from 
those of somebody testifying in court and so forth , in terms of 
source identification--ean you identify sources, to the Committee 
so the Committee can talk to people in confidence? ' 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I have identified sources already, to the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, the minority investigation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, this is a separate effort, completely. Can 
you identify them to the Senate Select Committee? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I can, in almost every instance, except 
for when I ask permission to identify people to that other Commit­
tee. And I would have to go back and ask if it is all right to give 
the same information to you. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will you do that please? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Certainly, if you will let me know what 

you would like. 
Senator GRASSLEY. Mr. Chairman, could I--
The CHAIRMAN. Let me just say, we have a Member of the Select 

Committee. 
Senator GRASSLEY. I just want to help you on this point. 
At one point, when this Committee was getting underway, you 

wanted to discuss with me about an attempt by her to call yoU, 
about sources. And that was why she was trying to call you at that 
particular time, to give you those sources. She wanted to be fully 
cooperative with this Committee. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. But I also want to make sure that I'm 
not stepping on any toes. And I want to make sure that it is done 
in the right way. 

The CHAIRMAN. I understand that. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. So I will leave the procedure for it up to 

you. But certainly, I would be willing to turn over all sources. 
The CHAIRMAN. I appreciate it, and, in fact, we did communicate. 

I talked to Ms. Stevenson. She was in Bangkok. In fact, we met 
when we went to Bangkok_ 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I would also like to point out that our 
book has the most incredible scrutiny by lawyers, by one of New 
York's top law firms. And everything had to be documented, and 
they checked with everybody. 

The CHAIRMAN. Now, my last question-because my time is up, 
but-you have both said with certainty that people are alive. And 
this is the sort of Catch-22 circular argument, Hobson's Choice, 
whatever you want to call it, that we get into in this thing. 
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Vietnam is saying let us normalize, put your people into the 
country, go wherever you want. Now, assuming-and I have never 
J!\ade an argument for normalization until this is resolved. But let 
US assume, solely for the purposes of this argument, that one nor­
J!\alized tomorrow. And people were then streaming all over the 
country. The presumption is that if people were alive, and t hey 
were holding somebody, that would be the worst thing for them. I 
J!\ean they are asking to have us come in and go everywhere. Be­
cause we are going to discover somebody. 

Does that not mean that they are not going to allow that to 
happen? I mean, they are not going to---

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, Senator, I think it is a lot more 
complicated than that. There are a couple of things to consider 
with this. I think it has always been historically possible for com­
munists to hide prisoners. I think there are plenty of examples of 
the Soviets and the Vietnamese, et cetera. 

But aside from prisoners, I mean the official position when my 
busband saw French prisoners in Vietnam, is that there were none. 
At one point they found--

The CHAIRMAN. Well, you have just answered the question. Your 
husband saw French prisoners. So when Americans go in there, 
presumably they would see American prisoners. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. But they were passed off in the same 
way that the gentleman this morning explained that they were 
communists, that they were converted communists. And my hus­
band knew that they were not, because they were really under 
duress. They had to check every minute, even to lift up their eyes. 

The CHAIRMAN. I agree, but the point I make is t hat somebody 
I8W them. If Americans start going into the country, the likelihood 
Is somebody is going to see them. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, the other thing to keep very 
aware of is that the prisoners are moved back and forth, acrosS the 
border areas of Laos and Cambodia, that is well known . I will 
answer your question now. I will answer the same question that 
)'Ou asked Mr. Cawthorne. 

Why am I most certain? Because I have spent the last 2 years 
living in Southeast Asia. And I have no problems believing the 
people who have seen them. These are people who have not asked 
for any money. As a matter of fact, some of them are people who 
bave renounced all material goods. They are incredibly moral, up­
ltanding, decent people who proved that, as far as America goes, 
during the war. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well are you talking about-who are you talking 
about? 

Mrs. J ENSEN-STEVENSON. I'm talking about Asians. 
Senator McCAIN. Which--ean you give us those names? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEvENSON. I think you will know why I am not 

prepared to openly give you those names. If you can work out a 
~y to protect our men, yes. We are not naive about this, are we? 
..e know what would happen if I announced names right here. 

The CHAIRMAN. But when you say--
Senator REID. I am sorry, you have me. I do not know what 

Would happen. 
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Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. You do not know what would happen to 
the men who are being held in a hostile situation, when our former 
enemies are saying they have no prisoners? 

The CHAIRMAN. But you see, that is what gets us into the exact 
Catch-22 circular argument. Here we are, struggling to find them 
here we are struggling to negotiate their release, or whatever. Lei 
us say we found them. What you are suggesting is they are not 
going to let us find them because they are going to kill them. That 
is what you just said, correct? 

So if they are not going to let us fmd them and they are going to 
kill them if we get a hint that they are holding them, what are 
they holding them for? For the inevitable day when we find them 
so that they can kill them? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Not if they get a hint that they are 
holding them. 

The CHAIRMAN. What are they holding them for, then? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I don't know. I think there are people 

who say they are holding them to see what will happen in the 
future. And at the moment they are very uncertain. 

The CHAIRMAN. But if they are never willing to use them as a 
negotiating tool, if they are not ever willing to come to anybody in 
19 years and say give us $25 million, we give you these people. 
Eventually they are going to die, and it does not do them any good. 

Mrs. JENSEN-&r.:VENSON. But I think they have tried to use them 
as a negotiating tool. And I think that if you bring Mr. Shinkel 
before this Committee, and you can assure him that the people will 
be protected, he will bring people who were direct witnesses to 
offers made by the Vietnamese. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, I am playing devil's advocate here and I 
am trying to press this issue because I want to lay on the table 
whatever the rationales are. One keeps grappling with it. And I am 
going to-as I have said to people-I am going to ask these ques­
tions on both sides of the fence here to try to get at it. But it just 
occurs to me that there is a struggle, still, to understand how you 
break through that. If they are going to get killed the moment 
somebody knows they are there, yet there is nobody that ever sort 
of negotiates for them; and then you go through this process where 
we are searching for them, and yet they are holding them, despite 
the fact that we are searching for them, and if we find them they 
may kill them, you get into a tortured kind of circularity here. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I think this Committee will be able to 
do that, and I think that you will get the appropriate response 
from people. 

The CHAIRMAN. That we will be able to do what? Speak to those 
people? . 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I think you will be able to speak to WIt­
nesses, people who have had direct contact with prisoners as long 
as they have reassurance that it will be handled properly. . 

The CHAIRMAN. I can guarantee you that anybody who can .gIve 
us true, first-hand information of a live-sighting, this Committee 
will guarantee their safety. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. It is not me you have to reassure. 
The CHAIRMAN. I understand that, but you will give us these 

names and lead us to these people? Is that accurate? 
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lofrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I am saying that in some .instance~ you 
to have people like Al Shinkel come before thiS Committee, 

"t,:~:: he is one of my links to these people. I don't have the in-
[.j with them that he would have. 

CHAIRMAN. Let me just say that we are well-beyond my 
and I apologize to my colleagues. But thiS IS . the ~ast gO­
in a sense. And so I can assure you the Committee. IS gOll~g 

over backward to examine these people, to exam me their 
to talk to people, to keep confidences, but to find out 

is going on here. Because it is critical that thel:' be spoken to. 
JENSEN-STEVENSON. Can I just tell you one thmg, and It Will 

:..~~~:~the situation that I am in. 
~ I came here, I got a call. Before I left Thailand, I got a 

Mr. Shinkel who said can you tell me If I can trust the 
and if I can bring the witnesses who will listen to. me 

And they include, for example, the man the hlgh­
who was there when the Vietnamese offered 

Commission 160 prisoners. He asked can I trust 
do you think? And I said that the people I'.ve been 
are certainly trustworthy. And I would adVise that. 

as far as I can go. I'm certainly willing to be helpful in 

~t'k::~r KASSEBAUM. Mr. Chairman, pardon me, but who is Mr. 

CHAIRMAN. Mr. Shinkel is an individual who lives in Thai­
has had a long involvement as on~ of those dedicated to 

to find live people in either Laos or Vietnam. . . 
JENSEN-STEVENSON. He's a retired Air Force mtelhgence 

he has given testimony before co~gressional c~m~ittees 
IIrc»"e-{me very, very important bit of testimony that still IS clas-

CHAIRMAN. He came to see me when I was in Bangkok. And 
8/!I'eed that the Committee will follow-up with him. 

'!l~~~a~~IM~~cC~ AIN. Mr. Chairman, I am not sure about the answer II! Is she saying that she will give us t~e na~es that 
or does it require the permission of Mr. Shmkel m order 

to get the names that you have? 
CHAIRMAN. Can you answer that? . . 
JENSEN-STEVENSON. In some instance, it would reqUire hiS 

~~rnerlt, yes. 
MCCAIN. And why would that be? 

CHAIRMAN. I take it that is because he was a source, and you 
an agreement with him. . . 
. JENSEN-STEVENSON. That's right, because I'm not an mtelh­
person involved in this. I'm not an activist. I'm a reporter. 
CHAIRMAN. I understand, I think it's a question of the r7 

lllllter'-SOurc,,, relationship, and I respect that. And I thmk that IS 
~lIIethi'ng we have to do. However, Mr. Shmkel has said to me 

willing to cooperate, and the Committee will obviously 
his cooperation. 

· . ~~~::t~~ Smith. ::.. SMITH. Ms. Stevenson, I just want to ;eite~ate what Sen-
said as one who has been involved 10 thiS Issue myself 

n .. ..;I~. of years. As most people know, and most-if not all 
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of the Members of this Committee--have been involved in one 
or the other. There is so much information out there. I have 
a lot of It. I have talked with you, as you know, and I have 
~Ith others. I think I have talked to everybody I know of 
lieved that they had information on this issue, including the 
for a number of years. 

But if we are going to ~et to the bottom of it, and as I said in 
openmg statement, I realize we have to earn that trust. But . 
the last shot. I really believe that. And I think everybody on 
Committee beheves It. We are really trying to get to the truth. 
we are not gomg to leave any stones unturned. And I 
protection of sources-believe me, I understand it. 
tor Kerry ca!, say-and I will say-that we will 
course there IS always the human possibility that 
compromise that. I am certainly not going to tolerate it, Or 
but wlthm those parameters of human beings, sometimes not 
up to agreements, I hope that we can. 
Bec~u~e if we ca~not, we will never get to the bottom of this. 

my opmlOn, there IS so much information out there that ~ollfli cts, 
that the onlf way we are going to be able to look at it is for 
body to put It all together, and synthesize it and weed out what 
truth and what is not. ' 

And I would just second the motion that has already been 
here th~t wherever you can-under whatever parameters you 
to prOVide to protect the people-to get those people to us if 
can. 

I wanted to specifically ask you about one source and obviclusly 
do not expect you to identify the source. And I do ~ot 
er that individual was identified to Senator Gr'liS,ley 
volved in the other report. But the one that was inl;erest 
of great interest to me, was the source that you icl,e"'t,ifii"cI 
Man in your book. 

He said-just quoting a couple of lines from this individual 
your book-now, quoting Casino Man-he said "he knew what 
occurred when Site 85 fell, that is the Lima site in Laos, 1968. 
knew men had been betrayed. He knew men had survived. And 
knew th~t some had been taken prisoner." 

Then, m a later discussion with the same individual 
identified as Casino Man, " I believe in the institution"-and 
qU!'ting him again-"I believe in the institution of the CIA. 1 
thmk parts of it have gotten into the wrong hands. And 
proof, proof this cover-up is not the work of anyy o,o~n~:e:oil~l~'~;;; 
tion. There has been a group of people who have c 
ISSU':S through four presidencies. And any big investigation 
mlssmg men would lead to its condemnation." 

Without getting in to, I would like you to first of all, to 
much credence you put in that, that individual in terms of 
said--or she, whoever-Casino Man, I assume is a ml.n·-""! 
second, would you-if you have not already-be willing to or,,\I)(" 
that source to the Committee? 

Mrs. JE~SEN-STEVENSON. 1 had his permission to provide some II 
the materJaI he gave me to. the other investigation. 1 have neve! 
felt v~ry comfortable with him because he is just a sort of comp!~ 
mtelhgence man. And 1 have trouble with people like that. IU" 
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e problem is that I really don't know whether-whe,:, he gave ~e 
on rrnission to give it to those people-I also have permiSSIOn to give 
~ to this Committee. 
I I would certainly be willing to try--

The CHAIRMAN. Let me say that two Members of those people are 
this Committee. I hope we do not have a problem. 

-Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, is this something you can work 
out yourself? 

Senator SMITH. If you have already given it, then there should 
JIOt be a problem. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is that a problem, Senator Helms? 
Senator HELMS. It is no problem with me. 
Senator SMITH. There are a lot of Members that want to ask 
estions. And I just have one .more of Mr. Cawthorne. 

!fJ A good deal of the informatJ~n that you us<:d m your book came 
the series of volumes whICh were Identlfied as uncorrelated 

:~~I~~;l~hl~rdelating to missing Americans in Southeast Asia, alleg-i" by DOD in what, 1978? December 15, 1978. 
is the status of those volumes now? Are they classified doc­

uments-to the best of your knowledge? 
Mr. CAWTHORNE. I'm afraid I don' t know. 
Senator SMITH. Does anyone on the Committee know whether 

tile)' are classified documents? 
The CHAIRMAN. No. 
Senator SMITH. Can you go into some detail about those docu­

as to what specific information in those documents was pro-
to and they are DOD documents. So if they are DOD 

~::~:~~~ you feel that at least the information that was 
• would have some reason to believe it might be accu­

the information that you're referring to as incrimi­
as live Americans are concerned? 

you comment on that in terms of its veracity? 
CA,W'lrHCIRN'E Well,.the documents, themselves, say if the doc­
refers to interrogation of a Vietnamese prISoner or defector, 
an assessment of what the interrogator thinks, or what the 
man thinks at that time. 

Sel~at"r SMITH. I am told that my staff is correct, that the docu­
are not classified. 
CAWTHORNE. I'm relieved to hear that. 

~~~~:::~:SMITH. I guess you are not in trouble leaking classified 

Chairman, I will yield at this point. 
CHAIRMAN. Senator Brown. 

~nator BROWN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
,-'.mRa, I must tell you how delighted I am that you have come. 

I think, has done more to bring this issue to the atten­
American people--and perhaps to Congress as well­

single effort that I am aware of. And I found four book 
,~e~,~~~~boo::k. I think there are an awful lot of Americans who if the endless hours and the time you put into it, as 

personal sacrifice that I know it included. 
told that you did not have an easy time getting this pub-

1 wonder if you would share with us the problems you ran 
as you sought to make the facts public. 
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Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, that is true. We started that 
project with a great deal of enthusiasm, with one of the largest 
publishers in the United States-in the world, as a matter of fact. 

We got a very nice advance. They welcomed us with opened 
arms. I warned the publisher that we had had some problems at 6Q 
Minutes, and that they could expect the same problems of presSUre 
I had gotten pressure when I worked for 60 Minutes not to do th~ 
story. 

They went ahead anyway, and we worked on it for 3 years with 
complete enthusiasm. Then two things happened: one, letters were 
received from certain people in covert operations threatening a 
libel suif.---{)n the surface it didn't look like a real threat, but Our 
lawyers assured us that that is the only way it could be interpret_ 
ed; and also, another book was published called Out of Control. A 
suit was initiated by General Secord and that book was taken off 
the stands. The author won that suit, but long after the book was 
destroyed. 

Anyway, it was soon after these two things happened that Our 
first publisher decided not to publish the book. We had a great deal 
of trouble. Well, we were not able to persuade them. 

What was interesting was that in the last meeting we had with 
them, they were very, very adamant in asking us to identify our 
sources. The SOurce that they wanted identified was Colonel Negro. 
And at that time, we had not identilled him. He was assassinated 
soon after that. But they really kept pressing who that man was. 

The other interesting thing was, you asked about Casino Man, 
Senator Smith. Right before they dropped the book, Casino Man 
came from half-way around the world, because they wanted to 
know who he was. He had requested a lawyer with a national secu­
rity clearance. And he was willing to give them, everything_very 
bit of documentation that he had. 

On the day he arrived they changed their minds. They did not 
want to see him. And then they dropped the book. Anyway, we 
were able to sell the book to a Canadian publisher, and we initiated 
a suit against the first American publisher on the basis of lack of 
fair dealings. The Canadian publisher then later sold it to Penguin, 
another American publisher, and it was sold to an English publish­
er as well. 

But similar pressures were applied. It went through a very heavy 
legal period. And it did finally come out-thank God there are 
some publishers with courage. 

Senator BROWN. Well, you have been through a great deal. But I 
think it is going to yield some dividends. We hcpe this hearing :o"i11 
be of some value in following-up-and it is following-up, I thmk, 
that may be the most important. 

Now, you have mentioned a statement by the Committee that 
would be helpful. I want you to know that that statement is go.~ 
to be offered as a motion in this Committee. We will go on reco 
to welcome those people home. But I am wondering if you do not 
have other suggestions for us as to top priority things that we 
ought to bring and we ought to follow-up On. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, it is hard to do in the large se~se. 
I mean I am willing to do that over a longer period of time. I th • ."~ 
one of the crucial things-because so many people involved w.t 
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. issue have been disappointed, have come forward with infor­
th~~ion , and have had-well, thei~ entire lives compromised. I iliink this is particularly true of As.ans who have testified, or who 
have been willing to come forward. 

So they are now very reluctant. And I think that that statement 
will be important. But I think there must be other ways that you 

'11 have to show them that they really have your support, that 
Wi will stand behind them' that if they Come here something 
:':.'t happen so that they wiil be endangered, or their families are 

endangered. II' . t ki d f I think most of them, what they rE;a y want .s JUS a n 0 

publ.ic recognition that they are not hars; that they are not self-

servmg. Wood k Co .. A I Senator BROWN. You mentioned the coc mlI)!""lOn.. s 
read the summary of that co~ission, t~ey concluded the.re.s no 
evidence to indicate any AmeTlcan POW ~ fro!!, the I":dochma con­
ruet remain alive, for the reasons of terram, chmate, c.rcumstances 
of loss and passage of time." 

That of course was in 1977 before Bobby Garwood came out. 
Mrs 'JENSEN-S~EVENSON. That's right. And agam, I accept the 

word. 'This is really one of Mr. Shinkel's people-the one I men­
tioned who was a witness to a meetmg where 160 men were of­
fered . I have no reason to disbelieve that man. ~ far as I know, he 
bas never asked for anything for that mformation. He .s hurtmg 
himself by saying it-at least he would have hurt h.mself m the 

p88s!-nator BROWN. Do you know of the American ?negotiators that 
were present when that offer was laid on the table. . 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. No, but I think th~t .s a questlOn that 
you should ask this gentleman, and ask Mr. Shmkel. 

Senator BROWN. Well, it is clearly an area w~ can follow-up and 
try to verify. We have the ability to call negotiators .f they were 

~h~ve looked through a letter by Congressman Ben Gil~an of 
New York that conveyed criticism of your books, challengmg .ts v,," 
~ty. I do not know if you have had a chance. . 
lo.. Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I have not seen that. I have heard of .t. 
nIople here have mentioned it. I ked 

senator BROWN. I would appreciate if-and I have 00 
through it myself-if you would be willing, when you have had a 
chance to review it, if you would adv.se us of any c,?mments you 
JWOuld like to make with regard to it, to those observatiOns. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I would. th 
Senator BkowN. The ones that I have looked at-frankly, e 

they cite seem to substantiate your book, rather than thelT 
, !!"ti,eis:m of it. But I think your observations of those charactenza· 

be helpful to us. 
Thank you very much, Senator Brown. 

~:~:f~:IR~e~i~d~.~ • ~ I ~ REID. A Man Called Intrepid was sure great. Tel your 

)~~~~~~~~~r~;~~Ir~~~·ThankYou, h Tell us about the threatening phone calls from t e 
officials urging you not to do your story. 
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Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON Well 't' . th b 
it was when I was working for 60 M~;~tes.e ook. And just roughly, 
~nator REID. Who were the officials? 

rs. J ENSEN-81'EVENSON The official w Col R' 
Senator REID. You attribute as . . Ichard Childress 

your briefcase, to government %:e~a:;'~s beIng stolen, that were in 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON Btl d 't'k 

of strange things happened that h ':t n0h' that for a fact. A lot 
Senator REID. How many books did never ll~ppened to me before. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENS I bel' you se .. 

gether, between the U.s~NCanad~~:~dh~~ Ifa~dclose to 100,000 alto-
Senator REID. If American POW's g. . 

cause it would embarrass certain CIA a!fi Ignored by the U.S. be­
Laos Or Cambodia or Vietnam n 0 Icers or. others, why would 
to embarrass the U.S.? ot release them Just to do that, just 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON I thi k th " 
tnes that wanted to do th~t I th- k t~re a~e factIOns In those coun­
My husband described that' It Ill . ere IS a conflIct within them 
th h . IS In our book Whe h . 

ere, e spoke to some hard-line peo I h' n e was over clear. pew 0 made that quite 

th~;~~: :!~~i~~~ ~~ually believe that .as we speak here today 
in Southeast Asia who ar~ ;:;i~: ~ the mlh~ry during the conflict 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSO I h' ay over ere? 
agree with Mr. Cawthor~~ t Ink we ought to jPve it a chance. I 
were not killed off in the ·I!s~~an,. I 7:ve no Idea whether they 
many were alive at the end of thunu s, but I believe, since so 
good. We know from historical e war, the chances are pretty 
vived a longer time than that recthords ~hat certain Soviets sur-

Se t R ,so ere IS a good poss'bTt na or EID. What is your estim te t h I I I y, yes. 
Mrs JENSEN-STEVE I a as 0 ow many? 

think hundreds, but t~!~7~ m really dor't !i~e to do that. I would 
Senator REID Se t B Y persona opInIOn. 

gressman Gilm~n. na or rown referred to the letter from Con-

~rs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I've not seen that but--
enator REID Well let me d t f ' 

January of this' year 'He says't'h t t: Yt:u rom. this letter, dated in 
has been brought U; his .a e as receIved this book and it 
Geo~ge Brooks was advisi:t~lOn, and he relates here that Mr. 
al dIstrict, that they shoul~ pI ksto[es dn hIS area, hIS congresslOn-

He goes on further to sa H ace I ~ er the fictIon department. 
up as outlined in your let:r:. TreiogIC of the motive of this cover­
Reagan never hesitated to b r e u es me. As you recall, President 
for any of the eco . l~e hIS predecessor, President Carter, 
nation during his P~~"!dc Or dl[,lomkatic problems that befell our 
instance he w ld I ency. rna es no sense to me in the one 
of his predece~~r. countenance a cover-up to protect the reputation 

m~'~i~~wise, I find it highly unlikely that President Carter the 
was elec~!Jat~~:pnes~ to Americans who avoided the drart and 
cesses of Vietnam an:tW:;:'7 ~ a platform condemning the ex­
u~,the role of Pr~sidents Nixo~aar:d wFo~~ i~t1,:verly eager to cover-

Your contentIon that President B h e war. 
the truth belies all logic. If the Pres'dus twould bebl embarrassed by 

1 en were a e to return even 

513 

one live missing American to his home prior to the 1992 elections 
be would be hailed as a hero by all Americans and his reelectio~ 
_ould be virtually assured. The idea that he would rather cover-up 
for Presidents Nixon, Ford, and Carter rather than do this flies in 
the face of common sense." 

How would you respond to these three paragraphs? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Senator Reid, I hope that President 

Bush does just that, I hope one returns and I hope President Bush 
beCOmes a hero. 

Senator REID. But you see, you are not answering the question. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, I don't know what the question is. 
Senator REID. The question why would these various men who 

have been President of the United States, cover up for the other. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I think that is a very complicated ques­

tion, but I think all of those men, all of those Presidents, were ad­
vised by bureaucrats who were working on the issue throughout, 
JD8ny of them. 

And I can only tell you again why would the strong, personal 
opinion of a man like General Tighe be discounted. And why would 
even the Reagan administration, who made it a national priority, 
lie about his testimony. He testified before Congress about every 6 
months on this, and yet when I did a 60 Minute show in which he 
aaid that on air, they issued a public statement saying that he had 
never talked about this, that he had indeed only mentioned it once 
in 1981. What I have tried to understand is why do we discount the 
testimony of the most qualified people on this issue. 

Senator REID. Mrs. Stevenson, hopefully this Committee will not 
discount any testimony. But this is the third day of testimony. We 
have been here now 3 days, and we have had a string of witnesses 
who have said, the latest being the Colonel this morning and this 
afternoon, who said if there were an American in Vietnam, we 
would know about it, and there are not any. 

We are talking about almost 20 years, people being in effect 
bidden in Vietnam. Now, I would hope that you are right. I hope 
there are hundreds, 200 as you say, Americans alive over there. I 
hope t hat very much. But at this stage the facts that I have been 
presented belie that. The only information we have from you and 
Mr. Cawthorne is speculation. 
• Now we should follow the advice that we have been given and 
.ollow up every lead, and I hope we do that. But how-I mean, do 
you believe that there would be places in Vietnam where these 
people could be hidden for almost 20 years? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, I'll give you two examples. One, 
D!Y husband was there during the Truce Commission. He is a Cana­
dum, so he was there with the Canadian delegation to the Truce 
Commission after the French/Indo-China conflict. And there was a 
~~ong speculation that the Vietnamese were bringing arms in 
.rum t he Chinese side. They were never able to prove that until 
~ut 5, 10 years later, when it was verified. I think it is very easy :.t.:. closed society like Vietnam to hide prisoners, arms, anything 

.The other thing I want to tell you is we have recently also met 
~7~h the Vietnamese-not the official negotiators, but certainly 
OUKh ranking. And I said, look, this Committee is going to go into 

'----
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session, and they a re going to represent the American people and 
that's .a lot different from the negotiators that you have been deal­
mg with. Because the American people really want answers and 
the Al!'erican people want to know, for example, what happened to 
the pTisoners we know were alive, the ones our intelligence tells us 
were alive. What happened to Peter Cressman and what happened 
to Colonel Donahue? 

Those ar~ t~o examples I outlined for them. And he says, Why 
are you brmgmg up these cases? The American Government has 
never brought these cases up with us, and we have done everything 
that the American Government has asked of us. 

Senator REID. My time has expired Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Senator Reid. 
Senator McCain. 
Sen!"tor MCCAIN. Tha~k you very much, Mr. Chairman. I thank 

the witnesses for. appearmg here tod!"y. Mr. Chairman, just let me 
prefa~e my q.uestIons Wlth the followmg remark. I said at the onset 
o~ thiS h~armg that I assume<! that Americans were alive, and I 
Wlll .contmue to assume It untIl we have as full an accounting as 
poSSible. I have assured my friends Red McDaniel Jack Bailey and 
o.thers wh? are 0 tho: audience, that I intend U; ask tough ques­
tIons. I think It IS legitImate to ask tough questions of people who 
have behefs on both sides of this issue. I hope that that is well un­
derstood, because without tough questions being asked, Mr. Chair­
!llan, I do not see how we are going to get to the bottom of this 
Issue. 

.So I w?uld like to repeat. I assume that there are Americans 
ahve untIl we have as full an accounting as possible, which we do 
not have. At the same tIme, there is a lot of information that we 
have to wade. th:ough,. and the only ~ay we are going to get to the 
bottom of thiS ISSue IS through asking very difficult and tough 
questIOns from people who come down On both sides of the issue. 

Having said that, Mrs. Jensen-Stevenson in your book you state 
d I "M ' , a~ 9uote: . ost . astounding, some prisoners were actually 

hidden m the mam pTison compounds in Hanoi. One such man, Air 
Force Col. Norman Gaddis, who was shot down on May 12, 1967, 
did appear On the 1973 list of returnees unexpectedly. He had 
never been accoun~ for by the Vietnamese, yet for almost 4¥.. 
years he was kept m a section of the prison known as Heartbreak 
Hotel. In all that time, no other American prisoner had seen him. 
If he had not finally been spotted by other prisoners after the Viet­
namese moved POW's and consolidated them in several key loca­
tIons because of the attempted Son Tay raid to rescue prisoners on 
November 21, Gaddis would probably have ended up an MIA." 

Mrs. Jensen, I speak from personal experience. That is totally 
false. We knew that Colonel Gaddis was in prison. We were in com­
munications with him, he appeared at a Christmas church service 
in 1969, which was filmed by the Vietnamese. I would like to knoW, 
sin~e I know that that statement is false from my Own personal ex­
penence, I wondered where you had acquired such information? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well at the time I got that from other 
people who were in your situation. 

Senator McCAIN. Who? 
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Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, I can't give you that right here 
d now but it was by talking to other people . 

... Sena~r MCCAIN. I would hope you would supply that for the 
ord because it is just not true. 

rec[The material referred to may be found on pps. 2-4 of the appen-

4isJrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, I have heard the contradiction to 
that, and I.acc:ept the possibility. But at the moment I don't know 
which Side IS Tight. . 

Senator McCAIN. Well, if you do not want to take my word for It, 
~t is fine. 

Mrs. J ENSEN-STEVENSON. I didn't say that, Senator. 
Senator MCCAIN. OK. Thank you. 
Mr. Cawthorne, you state in your statement: "During the war 

the National Security Agency made analYSIS of what happened to 
pilots who were shot down. They noticed that most of the ~irmen 
iown near the main prison camps around HanOI and H31phong 
-were taken there if they did not have to pass any mstallatlOn of 
etrategic importance on the way." 

Now, Mr. Cawthorne, in the early years of the war, 1~65 and 
966, the Americans did not bomb t~e northern parts <;>f Vletnal!', 

Hanoi and Haiphong_ Most of the pTisoners who were m HanOi m 
the Wallo prison that were captured durmg the early years of t he 
war in fact virtually all of them, were shot down in the southern 
part of the country-Bin, in that area. Now, they were a ll taken 
lIOrth to Hanoi. . 

How does that jibe with your statemen~ome of them,. It took 
long as a week to 2 weeks to get there. Is ~t your allegatlO.n that 

did not have to pass any "any mstallatlOn of strategic Impor­
on the way"? 
CAWTHORNE. I also mentioned in the book that the analysts 
begin to analyze the shoot-downs until after 1970. 

l:ier.atc:.r McCAIN_ So they did not analyze those that were shot 
in 1965 and 1966? 
CAWTHORNE_ No. 

:h~~~~:~~l~M~:cC~AAIN. Well, frankly, that does not make any sense, 
• I mean people were shot down and captured 

first couple of years, most of them in the south. They 
north usually by truck, and ObVIously, they would ~ave 

to have passed by installations of strategic Importance smc.e, 
know, it is a relatively narrow country Wlth very few mam 

i_te,; ... of transportation. ..' 
J ensen-Stevenson I would like to brmg up an ISSue whICh I 

is important beca'use in your book you cite a. U.S. Army 
, Mark Smith-I will preface my remarks by saymg I do not 
nor have I ever met Major Smith although I have heard 
him-and he is mentioned throughout your book as one of 

tour key sources. . 
Now, I think that if you use a source as. extensively as you used 

,.--J"r Smith, obviously, you like to loo~ mto the back~ound be-
any journalist, and I'm sure you ~e an outsta.ndmg profes­

'~onal journalist likes to look at the veracity of that WItness. 

'
r;t~r~~'nt~he facts are that a hearing was held in 1986 by the ~nate 

Affairs Committee. They invited Mr. Smith and h,s col-
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leagues to present their evidence. Mr. Smith failed to honor hia 
commitment until a month later when he had to be issued a sui>, 
poena, and then the hearing was reported in the press and is 
matt,)r of official record in the Senate. a 

The view of those Senators who were on that Committee Was 
that his evidenc~ proved not true. In fact, according to some wit­
nesses Major SmIth mVlted one of the Senators to the parking lot, 
because there was some disagreement. 
. Mr. Smith said that the White House also had shown ,,:n interest 
m the tape. Accordmg to Mr. SmIth, officIals under the dIrection of 
Vice President George Bush told him to offer Mr. Gregson $4.2 mil­
lion deposited in the Bank of America in Singapore for the tape 
Those are false statements said a spokesman for the Vice Presi: 
dent. The Vice President did not authorize Mr. Smith or Mr. McIn_ 
tyre or any other party to pay any money for their reported evi­
dence. 

I guess my question to you is, did you have any qualms about 
quoting him so extensively, given the clear questioning of his ve­
racity by a Senate Committee-not this one? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I'm not sure what that last statement 
you read from having to do with the Gregson case has to do 
with--

Senator MCCAIN. It has a great deal to do with his veracity. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. -with my book because that's in our 

book. 
Senator MCCAIN. No, but it has something to do with his veraci­

ty, which is the reason why I quoted it. The Vice President of the 
United States-now President of the United States, disagreed with 
him. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Right. And all I can say is that I did 
look extensively at Mark Smith's record-so did my husband-es­
peclally as related to the charges that were brought against him. 
And there was a file this thick (indicating 2 inches) which clears 
him. We looked at all of that. 

What happened in that instance were false charges were brought 
against him. It makes me believe that something was not handled 
properly in the later questioning. Now, Mr. Smith says in that par­
ticular instance that you bring up, which we did not deal with in 
our book-I do know about it-that the reason he did not show up 
for that particular Committee meeting was because the Committee 
did not honor its promise to keep the name of the witness he was 
bringing out of the public. The morning that he arrived, he sa.VI 
Robin Gregson's name in the newspapers, and that is why he dId 
not show up. 

That is what I was talking about earlier when I said that a lot of 
people who have information about this are afraid to corne before 
this Committee, because things like that happened in the past. 
There has to be an absolute guarantee when there is a guarantee. 
People cannot be compromised in that way because quite often 
their lives are at stake. 

I believe that Senator Simpson apologized to Mark Smith. That 
is on the record in Mark Waple's files-he was a witness to tha~ 
and you can call Mr. Waple and ask him about it. He himself sal 
that he thought he had goaded Mr. Smith beyond endurance. 
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fie ator MCCAIN. Thank you very much. I see that my time is 
n . I will be glad to wait until the next r.ound . 

.'iIII~Jf·eu·I make just one comment, Mr. Chalfman, about General 

our book, Mrs. Jensen-Stevenson, you say: "General Tigh~ 
J.e flatly that he had seen the best possible e,:idence of ~mer!; 
still alive before speaking out. He was pubhcly humlhate~. 

known General Tighe for many years. I have seen hIm 
' ...... Hrv before this Committee. I have seen his remarks widely pub­

throughout the country. I know no one who sought, nor dId, 
humiliate General Tighe. He is held in the highest regard 

JI'I.UU'-'J_ us and I do not think that statement is accurate .. 
I als~ think that it is very important that General TIghe has 

. that he has seen no hard evidence, but the wel~ht 
of the cases that he saw convinced him of that. And I thmk 
't is very important that the record be clear that General 
I who will be able to elaborate before this Committee, stated 

this Committee and to me, or to the Foreign Affairs Com­
:!...,. •• -~ when I was on there, and to me personally ~m several DCca-

To my knowledge be has not changed that opinIOn.. . 
do respect his view. I know that the Members of this CommIt-

his views othel'Wlse we would not have him before the 
~~~~l;:, and I kn~w of nO one who tried to humiliate him. 

JENSEN-STEVENSON. Senator, I don't know if you've read the 
>.rtiC)ll of the book where we talk specifically about the hum!lJa­

guess it is a matter of opinion whether that was pu~hc hu-
or not. In my husband's and my view it was, and m a lot 

view it was. . , , 
MCCAIN. It is not in General Tighe s, rna am. . 

Wen I will also tell you that If you 
Bar Association Intelligence Newsletter, which is edited 

Mott, where he reviewed our book, he called General 
• . . a conversation with him about our book, a,:,d Gener­
l1ign"-tn'~t is public I think-backed our book and saId he had 
quarrel with it, and repeated t~e statements that he had made 

III me-again openly-on the 60 Mmutes program. 
Senator M~AIN. I was not commenting on whether he agreed or 

:"~l'eE>d with your book, Mrs. ~ensen-S~venson. . 
were saying he was pubhcly humIlI!'ted, and I do not beheve 

is correct, nor does he beheve that IS the case. And I thank 

Jr\~T'" you, Mr. Chairman. 
~rs. JI;N!;E~i-sTEVENS<DN. But you read from the beginning of the 

you're talking about credible eviden<;e, that he has 
about the weight of evidence. He has saId, and we have 

~~!:ds of it that there very definitely is credible evidence. And on 
Minutes ~s more than credible; he described it as a miracle. 

The CHAIRMAN. You have to leave, so do you want to take a 
~~ . 

Senator SMITH. I appreciate the chairman's indulgence. I.Just 
"ant to say in response to two things that Senator .McCam saId, I, 
tIoo, hold General Tighe in the greatest regard-hIghest regard­
end I think all Members of the Committee do. 
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However, having personally reviewed the Tighe Report in its edited version, I can tell you that there are people within agency who did not hold him in the highest regard. I want to for the record that that information-because I read it, cannot comment on it now because it still is a classified document, about the content of it, but it certainly was not a complimentary introduction to the Tighe Report written by an individual from the Defense Intelligence Agency. I will stand on that point. 
The second point I feel-with all due respect to Senator McCain-I can only comment on what I know about this and I 8ID not going to comment beyond that. As far as Mark Smith is con_ cerned I was as frustrated as anybody else that the information that he thought that he would bring-we thought he would bring forth regarding that videotape-did not come forth. I was not a Member of the Murkowski Committee and therefore had no input into that all, so I do not know the facts there. 

. But I do know for a fact that-and I am not going to go beyond saying this-that people in the very highest levels of Government were very interested in that tape, and that I was personally in­volved in the negotiations for that tape myself. I will state for the Committee in executive session if they like, as to who those high level people were. But I cannot comment beyond that, other than to say that everything that Senator McCain said regarding that $4 million was not exactly accurate. 
The CHAIRMAN. First of all, Mrs. Stevenson, let me just answer your concern. I want the Committee on record and I want anybody who is thinking about coming forward to understand that this Committee is determined to keep whatever agreements it reaches with people with respect to protection of their identity or whatever, within one limit. And the limit is-and it will only be in agreement with the person-that if it is necessary in terms of public knowl­edge, this is not something that can go on or be kept behind closed doors forever. 
Because the Committee's purpose is to shed light on this and w,e are insisting on shedding light. With the Pentagon opening up, It will be totally contradictory for us to shut down. . But on the other hand, if the opening up is enhanced by keepmg one individual protected for some reason, clearly the Committee 18 prepared to do that. And we will have to defend ourselves by the information-the quality of the information we put out and the quality of the judgments we make as to whether or not we were justified in doing that. And the proof in that will not be until the end of this process. 
The second point I want to make is that for those who are meas­uring the tone or approach of questioning here and trying to draw conclusions about somebody's view, I want to reiterate what Sensei tor McCain said. If somebody comes in front of this Committee an says to us with a certainty, Senator, they are all dead and I kn~w it, we are going to put that to the same test as somebodY w 0 comes here and says I know there are people alive. That is, by nature, adversarial to a certain degree, though I am determin<;<l_,}O keep it from being adversarial in a way that suggests to anylJVUY they are better off not coming forward. We do not want this Com­mittee to wind up doing that. 
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h t it will be unusual for us to be in Finally, I will :t to yo~ {,.:ause we knew what we were doing kind of a pr camen 3 d s as establishing the parameters. we set out these frs;h' !~rk will be through deposition and (1're~~ec:Ogni2:eJha~:~nO am~~nt of investigative background wo~ • •• .t.ervl.~W, an a . to th any CUle Before you go will-just like puttm
d
g ge pe~eparation ~nd a lot of that is _.~nUlrL with your case, you 0 your 

going to be done. will' to put your evidence and theories to So 1 respect your mgness . 
...... and that is what is Kassehappebnmg heAmre. 1 correct on that? Yes. ""'.' . t? Senator aum. Who IS nex . k ou Mr Chairman. Senator KASSEBAUM. ~an y M~ Stevenson and Mr, Cawth-

Just briefly 1 v.:ou~~t! ~t S:~' this Committee by Senator Dole, that 1 was IDVl h "t and the minority leaders. It was selected by t e maJon Y this Committee be-
great reluctance ~atkgrl agred~n~~d':~~~ding much that has I do not hav~ a ac dun eat deal' 1 have tried to under­I have tned to rea a gr h w 'rha s someone commg 

......... U'~' 1 th~nk youdcan
be 

~dteerspetanrptex.:d bpey sonfe of the testimony thIS woul qUi 
forth over the l~t '1veral ~~nderstand is to hear from the hardest thmg or m\ deal of time and involvement you who have spent a creMrs, Stevenson, on yo,:,r part, to 

and a gre~t~~I'?!v~e:~ngiy that there are still ahve Amer~­that you I , . be' covered up by our Governmen , there, and that t~ I:h m~t of whether they are or are nO,t 1 am not debatm,g he POd to understand is what is the mati­what 1 am trymg ar 
~ .... .v' .. for this, 1 Iy tell you that 1 have had the Mrs, JENSEN-STEvENSON, ~an on d till do to a degree because 

difficulties for a long tld'i ~hink a lot of it has to do simply are so hard to understan ' 'b d ou have made a mis­what haPIJ<:ns w,henkyou have deJ~t~: e~d of the war. I think 
a big mISta edwedas pem~haps with a lot of people not de-

a~;~.~~~:~~ was compoun, d ed d people knew .~ it, ev~~tbf:'~~ :~:en:etha7~:~~~dtoo~omearn was discredit-
in some ways, f " an just before, and spoke to one of the childreD: 0 a m{'i"mg m and being shown 
has a letter which 1 tbJrk IS ~~7s o~hls tJther's case, He has ,:"lIltOund, which talks a~~~o:gfi~erprints, They are now ~issing, 

able yt;;u giook at this subject, Y0!l find a }?ng t~:,s~~lli~ that And then when you begm to rea JZe be 
t~~;~~ ~~~~ ~:!:;':~~:klh~~h~S i~~~!'t!~ ~~i~ ~~~ r~ord 

:or mistakes. , k' , 'te to understand that politi-Mr CAWTHORNE I thin It s qUi easy 'I A d it cian.· don't draw 'attention to problems they can t so .ie, d n't Ileems to me this problem is an intractable problem, an you 0 

ah~~:~U~~EBAUM' I do not real.1y agr~~ '1~\~~t~;d~~~n~. ij easy to shout frequently. abohut thl\r' I to understand, I can un­think it is really somethmg t at IS ar 
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derstand . that mistakes may have been made as the peace trea 
w~ put mto place and as they were trying to bring people ho ty 
qUIckly. What I find hard to understand is that still at this . lIle 
ture there would be people held there against their will. JUnc_ 

Mrs. JENSEN-81'EVENSON. But we cannot really look at th 
unless we look at the history. If men were abandoned then the at 
a good chance that men are still alive. In order to do that we r:e

U
" 

have to look at the intelligence. a Y 
I think it is paramount that this Committee seriously look at th 

Peter Cressman case. Now here is a man who was shot down e 
captured after th~ Peace ~ccords were signed. That is someth~nd 
pretty heavy to hIde. That IS something that I think one can easiji 
understand why. And as a matter of fact, I have talked to people i~ 
the Pentagon who h.ave told me about that case, who have told m 
that they were terrIbly upset about it. It was a very, very im r~ 
tant emotIOnal upset for them. So much so that they put itpo 
paper, and that was classified. on 

Now, I think it's important that this Committee get a hold f 
that protest by Peter Cressman's own colleagues, or at least people 
who cared about h=, who were in the service. 

Sen:>tor K.ASSE~AUM. In your book, Kiss the Boys Goodbye, in 
speaking of H~telhgence, you say the intelligence on the prisoners 
has been offi?18lly collected, so much so that today, and this when 
yo~ are wrItmg mo,:e than 14 years after the U.S. evacuation of 
Salgo!l' all VIetnam IS laced with grapevines of human intelligence 
on prlSOn ?amps and on who is in them and who runs them. Is thill 
U.S. mtelhgence that you are referring to? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. In the first place, there is a basis for 
those prIsons. Under the old system, it's the old French system and 
they use that same system for Americans. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. But wh.en you w~re speaking of an inteIli­
~ence network, you were speakmg of theIr mtelligence or our intel­
lIgence? 
. Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I'm talking about our intelligence, the 
mtellIgence that we have. on American troop prisoners. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. RIght, but is it a network composed of Viet­
namese, or of our own--

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. It is a network of Asians largely who 
are working for American, either on an ad hoc basi~, maybe' they 
formerly worked full hme and now they work on a free-lance basis. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. Is this information that has been available 
to you as you have been working over there? 

Mrs. J~NSEN-STEVENSON. This is information that as we re­
searched It we came across it. It has been available since the end of 
the war and. a lot of it ~ame about because people-our former 
allIes-were m prIsoner WIth other Americans. I mean the best es­
ample of that is the Vietnamese general who was in prison with 
Bobby Garwood and who reported on that to President Reagan. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. So this intelligence network, that still is on­
gomg there, I would guess--

Mrs: JENSEN:STEVENSON. Yes it is, and I think it's also important 
for thIS CommIttee to get hold of Bobby Garwood's official debrief­
mg. You could learn a lot from those papers. 
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The CHAIRMAN. We have requested that, and I have been told we 
trill get it. 

Mrs. JENSEN-8"rEvENSON. At the same time~ perh~ps you should 
t the unofficial debriefing that General TIghe dId WIth Bobby 

f;"arwood which is, professionally I believe, just as good. 
Senator KASSEBAUM. Just a last question. Do you f,:"l that there 

. a distinction to be made between those that you beheve may shll 
~ in Vietnam and in Laos? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I do think there is a distin?tion. I think 
there is much more evidence today about prIsoners m Laos than 
there is in Vietnam, and I think that has been probably done qUIte 
deliberately because a lot of them are in the border areas so they 
could easily have been moved back and forth . 

I think that's an example. Some of your colleagues, some other 
Senators who went to Vie~nam in 1986, were told that there mIght 
be prisoners. They wouldn t be under the control of the Vletnam,ese 
but the Vietnamese would help us to look for them. I thmk that s a 
very good example of what's happened. They've been moved, and 
lOme of them are perhaps totally not under Vietnamese control. 
But most of the evidence indicates that there is some VIetnamese 
control in the areas where they're being held. 

Senator KASSEBAUM. Thank you. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Kassebaum. 
Senator Grassley. 
Senator GRASSLEY. Monika, have you sensed any real problems 

with the distribution and sales of your books that might indicate 
80me outside interference? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, I can only say that strange things 
have happened. I don't know if its a matter of incompetence .or 
whether there has been interference, since there has been some m­
terference sometimes. I think that's true, too. I don't want to think 
that, so I steer away from it. When we were doin~ the. ~romotion 
for the book last year it was not in any of the major clhes where 
we were. People who' wanted to buy the book had to wait, some­
times months, to get it. They were persistent enough to have really 
turned the book into a success. It's that kind of thing. 

Before the book came out in the United States, we were pres­
lUred, very much pressured-under the threat of ~o i>ublication-:­
to settle our suit with the first publisher. But I thmk It could lOgI­
cally happen in the business. I have no proof that there was any 
direct pressure. 

Senator GRASSLEY. When did the Vietnamese offer prisoners to 
118 and what were the circumstances? You briefly describe some 
auch offer involving the Woodcock Commission. I would like to 
have you elaborate on that offer and on any others you might 
bave, and most importantly, describe how you know it? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. This is something I know through some­
OIIe through AI Shinkel, and I believe Mr. Shinkel and I think the 
DIan's record really stands for itself. He was present. He was a Vi­
~namese official who was present when an offer made for 160 men 
In exchange for money. I don't know if you were here when I said 
that one of the last things Mr. Shinkel said to me before I left 
Thailand was that could he bring this man and other people to this 
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Committee if he could have a guarantee that they would be pro­
tected, because they were willing to speak before the Committee 

And as I said, I mentioned that I had been working with th~ 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee minority investigation, and I 
certainly felt that they could work with the people here. 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. The Wall Street Journal, sir, reported an offer 
in 1981. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. That's right. That's another offer. 
Senator BROWN. Would the Senator yield on that? 
Senator GRASSLEY. Yes, I will yield. 
Senator BROWN. I was hoping you might follow up to find out 

who that offer was made to. 
Mr. CAWTHORNE. According to the story in the Wall Street JOur­

nal it was discussed in the Oval Office by President Reagan and 
the Cabinet. 

Senator GRASSLEY. Monika, have you--
The CHAIRMAN. Let me just interrupt again and pin that down. 

Is it according to the Wall Street Journal that it was discussed by 
the President and the Cabinet, or other sources? 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. By the Wall Street Journal. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Wall Street Journal story suggested that? 
Mr. CAWTHORNE. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. What was the date of that story? 
Mr. CAWTHORNE. It's in here. I could dig it out for you if you like. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is it cited in the book? 
Mr. CAWTHORNE. Yes. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. But that's another example of where 

one of the witnesses got into a lot of trouble with certain govern­
ment agencies and I think the person who could explain that to 
you the best is Mr. Ross Perot. 

The CHAIRMAN. We have spoken to Mr. Perot and will further. 
Senator GRASSLEY. Monika, have you talked to U.S. officials who 

claim to have seen U.S. POW's or anyone else who has seen POW's 
since 1973? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I have and I mentioned that in my 
opening statement. You weren't here to hear that. 

Senator GRASSLEY. My point is, would you be willing to put them 
in touch with this Committee? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I would certainly be willing to try, yes. 
Senator GRASSLEY. Mr. Cawthorne, would you also be in a posi­

tion like Monika, to assess for access to some of your sources who 
have firsthand knowledge on this subject and let us know about 
them? 

Mr. CAWTHORNE. Certainly, yep. 
Senator GRASSLEY. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Senator Grassley. 
Second round. Senator McCain, do you have further questions? 
Senator MCCAIN. Just briefly I would like to pursue this matter 

of the negotiations a little further. Please, Mrs. Jensen-Stevenson, 
do you know at what time frame these negotiations took place? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I'm sorry, which negotiations? 
Senator McCAIN. The negotiations you referred to for 160 POW's. 

Do you know at what time frame that took place? 
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J ENSEN-STEVENSON. During the time of the Woodcock Com-J,frs. . 

F~:~~t,~was in VIetnam. ? McCAIN Do you know when that was. . 
JENSEN-S~ENSON. You proba,t>ly.have more precise dates 

I don't have my documentatIon m front of me. 
'i.lnadtco)r· McCAIN. Your testimony is that there was an offer made 

li~~!::~~;VENSON. My testimony is that is a source for 
~ietnamese who was an official prese!'t there who was well 

Mr Shinkel. According to Mr. Shmkel, one ?f the la;st 
"1sings to said to me was that if he felt assured that thIS 9o!"mlt­
,. treat this witness properly, that he would be WillIng to 

to testify. . t l' . 
W~len.at')r McCAIN. Then it is my unders.tan.d~ng your es Imony IS 

Mr. Shinkel has information on an mdlVIdual who states that 

Wj~N-STEVENSON. My testimony is that I know this wit­
Mr. Shinkel, and I have r~spect for both people. 

t.hlrOUllm • In other words, it IS not Just Mr. Shmkel, you 
I h d contact with this individual? . 

a j~N:EN-STEVENSON. I can only go according to m)' journallS. 
juclgnlenlt, perhaps I can be proven wrong, but I beheve, yes, I 

~;:~~~~l~~::"IN:~o:w:N~thisl individual was a high-ranking Viet-
R Well you know when you get into high-

1~~~[. McCAIN. I would think you would have to be fairly high­
~ to be there. . ' h to be 

JENSEN-STEVENSON. He was high-rankmg enoug 

ISellatC)r McCAIN. I would think you would have to be fairly high . 
order to make an offer. I 'd h 

I didn't say he made the offer. sal e 
when the was made. 

ISeI~atlll McCAIN. And who made the offer? 
JENSEN-STEVENSON. The Vietnamese. 

Senator McCAIN. Which Vietnamese? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I don't know that. 
Senator McCAIN. You do not know? 
Mrs JENSEN-STEVENSON. No I don't know. d 
Sen~oor McCAIN. And you do not know who the offer was rna e 

JENSEN-STEVENSON. I know that it was made 00 whoever 
there 00 receive such an offer. 

~~~'~~'!~~~:;~Do~!~y;~O~u have any idea who that was? 
~ Specifically names? 
Senaoor Yes. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, if I can look back at ,?y papers on 

Woodcock Commission I could give it to you. I don t have them 

Se~ator McCAIN. These were Americans thi~ offer was made to? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. There were Amencans on the Wood­

Commission, that's right. 
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Senator MCCAIN. And the offer was made to the Americans 
the Woodcock Commission? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. That's right. 
Senator MCCAIN. So we could contact the Americans on 

Woodcock Commission as well and ask them? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I would hope that you would do 

and I would hope that you speak with Mr. Woodcock. I have 
quite a bit of time talking to him. 

Senator McCAIN. Mr. Woodcock corroborates that? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. No, he does not, but I think you 

find it interesting talking to him. 
Senator MCCAIN. Well, as a matter of fact I have talked to 

several times in the past, and I find him to be a very outstanljiDII 
man who served him country very well including, I believe, as 
first Ambassador to China, as well as a very respected leader in labor movement. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. So he would be a very good witness 
you to bring in. 

Senator McCAIN. But he has no knowledge Or denies that happened? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Or as he puts it, he doesn't know. 
Senator MCCAIN. I see. But I just wanted to get it straight for 

records. It is your direct information from talking with this 
Vietnamese official that a meeting took place sometime dUrir'g 
Woodcock Commission where an offer was made for 160 live 
cans in return for an undisclosed amount of money; is that correct7 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. An offer was made for the men, yes. 
don't know that much about the money part. 

Senator MCCAIN. But it was financial? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Yes. 
Senator MCCAIN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I the witnesses. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator. 
Mrs. Stevenson, I know it is in your book, but I want you 

relate it anyway to the Committee. First of all, how long were at 60 Minutes? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Just short of 6 years. 
The CHAIRMAN. And when you were with 60 Minutes you were regular? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I was a staff producer, that is, I 
working for CBS. I had just renewed another 6-year contract. 

The CHAIRMAN. And you were a producer of the regular Sund!11 night shows? 
Mrs, JENSEN-STEVENSON. Yes, I was. I was not a freelancer. I 

not come in just to do one story. I worked for 60 Minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. You worked for it? . 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. It is considered one of the best jobs III the business. 
The CHAIRMAN. Correct. And you have under your belt the pro­

duction of a significant number of segments that 60 Minutes has 
aired' is that not correct? 
Mr~. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I do. And I have an Emmy, and I ~lsO 

have a gold medal for best documentary at the International FllJll Festival in New York. 
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f you began this story as a reg­
CHAIRMAN. N?w, at.:me th:i~m and excitement, I take it? 

Minutes project WI I dnd I have to admit I am so!!,ewhat 
JENSEN-STEvENSON. !. because I had no question, for 

. of my views at the t tlm~ That is how I thought of him. that Garwood was a ral r . 
nituu.y really wanted to beg look at thaltly' where a lot of Americans 

C;H)'I~':"A.N So you an rea . . ? 
. b . d questiOmng. 

this, which is sor\ofldu r~~:U~ht that Garwood was 
JENSEN-STEVENSO.N. !. I had been aware of the Bo 

making up the prIsoner ISSue. hoaxes' I really did believe 
things and I thOll:ghththte~. we~ion I w~nted to be objective, I mean, I le3lled m t a Ir~ .. 

I think ultima~I~~ ~ ~~J~~;einvestigation you began. to 
CHAIRl':fAN. t

e fhm that were different from anything 

~~~~~~:'~~id~ld~~y~o:~u~n~o~,i:. gs h do e? in any ~a7 kO~r:e~eI d7d' not think I was 
h ency of the Government but I really bel!eved t at:::: lilfe 60 Minutes. 

try to interfere WIth a thOlf'terference because they felt, and 
CHAIRMAN. Now, was ethis was it because you sensed that 

cannot even an~fue~hat' you were saying, or you w~re 
dId not agree WI wild was it because you were domg 

on a slan~ th~t was his? c:::; ou even tell the difference? 
all or gettmg mto t . . {did not want the program 
JENSEN-8TF:V~,,!SON. TheYt~U: 11 of the people, and Colonel 

reasons lDltially we~~ I had spoken to, that all ?f the 
seemed to ~ow w gold smugglers, semle, et I had dealt WIth were crazy, 

et cetera. . ted h then verified that there were he saw that I per.s18 , e 

!!"lle~~., at least in his mmd. t to describe the conversation 
CIIAIRMtAN. Now, I wChilan . dYOU This is a conversation you had with Colonel ress. 

. ht?' ~mal~IY had, is that rIg TI" onversation that I personally 
JENSEN-8TEVENS?N. 1lS 18 a h Ie in my office. 
was, howevewr, WIttnhis~the b~fetph~:C~nversation with Colo­CHAIRMAN. as 

fr!'i~~~:!~I-S1'E'fE>~s(]~N. Yes, it is. Co 'ttee what 
Why do not you describe to the mmi 

Well when I did not respond propeh'ly 
ah d with the program he tried anot er 

not go 11 ea th t if I persisted in doing the story I 
and was U? te me. a rs who were still over there. 
endanger the lives ?f p~n~ said to you on the telephone? 
CHAIRMAN. That 18 wThat . e hat he said to me on the tele-JENSEN-SrEVENSON. a 18 w 

. 0 uestion in your mind wh.atsoever? 
CHAIRMAN. There ISTnh q. 0 question in my mind what-JENSEN-SrEVENSON. ere 18 n 

did to him? C~~~.:~~~~Wh~~a;~t~;;: l~:fiabbergMted that he would try, 
, at that time had a great deal of respect for people I ~,ady 
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had dealt with, like General Tighe, like Red McDaniel. I him to come on the program and say publicly what he had the phone. He said he could not do that, but that I should get one else, like Secretary Richard Armitage. I said, but we have to get the Secretary and he has not responded. He said, he now. And that was right. The next time we tried Armitage he respond. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, did your conversation end abruptly? Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I do not know what you mean abruptly. It did not end on the friendliest of notes, and neither the second conversation. 
The CHAIRMAN. What was the second conversation? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. We did an interview with Cong"l,eSl3m'lIl Solarz after that. And Congressman Solarz made some about how he did not want to be sandbagged. I said we , going to sandbag him, but, as a matter of fact, I did know 

very good source in the administration who would be the }"'.'''''''' know that there were prisoners alive and that it was known to U.S. Government. 
He tried to grill me on that, and I said, well, I could not say, even though I had not agreed with Colonel Childress that I would keep him anonymous. At that point, professionally I thought I would do that. I said I could not tell him, but I could tell him that it was a very solid, high-ranking source that had told me that. On the following working day I got a call from Colonel Childress demanding how I could tell Congressman Solarz about our conver­sation, and that in fact he had never said that at all and I had mis­understood. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, did you subsequently have a conversation . with Richard Armitage? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. We did an interview with Mr. Armi­tage,. and 1 am sorry I cannot remember his public relations direc­tor at the time, but the pre-questions were done through his P.R. person. 
The CHAIRMAN·. Did you learn any more in the course of that interview? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Did I learn any more about the prisoner issue? 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, I learned that his office and he considered there was no credible evidence, that there was none. The CHAIRMAN. That is what they said? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEvENSON. That is right. And I referred to General Tighe several times because I had come across his testimony i':l the Congressional Record. It was done in a subtle way, but the attitude toward General Tighe was certainly dispararng. . The CHAIRMAN. Now, again, from a devil s advocate perspectl~ is it possible that when Colonel Childress said that to you, "well, ~ you persist in doing this you are jeopardizing a lot of Amencan5h that he was speaking conjecturally, that he was saying it in t.~ context that if there were people alive and you went ahead and dl

l this, that this would hurt, but not that he was affirmative y saying-I mean is there any interpretive room there? 
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JENSEN-STEVENSON. Th<:r<; ~as never any doubt in my mind, Mgis could always be a ~lblh}y~hat? 
CHAIRMAN. The posslbThihtl th t is ~hat he was doing. I mean, JENSEN-STEVEN~N. a a 

have to ask him. took it as an absolute, outright CHAIRMAN. OK. But you 
. nl did And I believe he made Mrs. J ENSEN-STEVENSON. Ihcertal le like Red McDaniel, where _ ilar telephone calls t? ot er peop , * indicated the same t~~. h . dicated similarly that this makes The CHAIRMAN. In .w IC fe ~ho were alive? . . "it more difficult to bnng peofh t is right. There is an affidaVIt ~n Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON· ·

t bo t that other call WIth Captam Smith-McIntyre lawsUl a u 

Does 
any other Member have any further ques­CHAIRMAN. 

of this panel? 
:S:~:'~~~ Brown. k 233 you quote Danny S BROWN. In yo~r boo on :'o~e hOW' profits from drugs 'lII~eE,han by saying, "I thmk I .ca~h~ name of American national 

finance covert hWars ":Ith us here the evidence that you •..... "'ritv" If you would s are WI ·d . ·1 bTt of that eVl ence. on that and any avru a vi i{ there is a lot of evidence. I mean, Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. e, ·t would be useful for you to think if you want to explfr: that I knowledgeable about that. I to people who ~e a Alo frmed°McCoy, who wrote "The Politics some tIme talking to 
Heroilrl." . 1 1970's personally talking to spent a lot of tim.e md thh ear Y involved with that activity, in Laos and ThaiIan w

H 
o. werech more knowledgeable than li/lc1udinlg General Vang Pao. e IS mu 
. Relations Committee Minor:ity is in the Senate ForeJ.gll. ·th a high-ranking Laotian dltatElTi,il is, for example, an ft'~e:h7~h was background for our -pln~l·al, who also talks abou a 'I rke McCoy who are the ex-as well. But, we went to peop e I , 

jperts. d book there is at least a sugges-Senator BROWN. As I rea your , b· American serv-or a hint that some of the reluctancehto fl'igted to the drug .· .... Dlen home in .the Laos a~ea IS some ow re a 
Is that a frur stateme~. I an we did not deal with that JENSEN-STEvENSON. es. me ther whole book and a lot \l&tensively because that would be an~ut it is certainly clear that more research would ha,:~ to !>". d°knne. was financed by the sale pe.rt of that "secret war, as It IS own, 

or illegal drugs and arms. h additional names of people 
h
Senator BRkOWN·ldDo. YO~t:~naynJr information that would help ." 0 you thm cou g"lve 

lIS? • ? Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. On the drug questwn. 
Senator BROWN. Yes. y I thO k I could provide you with Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSO!'.. ested

,· ffiteleconference with many of 'that. I just recently partlclpa ffi a 
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the people that we had been in touch with, and it would pnlOa,b~ 
be easy for me to give you the list of those people. 

[See p. 2 of the appendix.] 
Senator BROWN. I think the Committee would be interested that. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let me just say to the Senator that, as 
of the Subcommittee on Narcotics and Terrorism, we 
icant amount of time looking at some of those issues, and 
long report of the Subcommittee that has a huge 
documented information. In fact, some of the peoP;li~e:vi~;~~)I~:"; 
that in this hemisphere are being used by OUr Government as 
nesses against major drug dealers in this country, including Noriega trial. 

So, there is a large body of evidence about it over a long of time. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I have to tell you we did 

other direct witnesses. We have not had any sort of direct U~~U~ 
with drug dealers or anything like that. But I think the work, 
example, of Alan McCoy, who is a professor at the University 
Wisconsin, is very solid when you look at it and you check back 00 the work he did. 

Senator BROWN. What can you tell the Committee about 
missions, the covert efforts to rescue the POW's? 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Well, I can tell you that I spoke to 
people in the Pentagon who were directly involved with some 01 
those miSSions, and they told me point blank that the intelligence 
that those initial efforts were based on was absolutely topnotch. 
One of the people I spoke to at the very beginning about this also 
was Admiral Tuttle. Another person was with ISA, which has since 
been discredited to some extent, but I still believe that the informa­
tion we got about those early rescue attempts was aCcurate. 

Senator BROWN. In this area also, I think the Committee would 
appreciate any suggestions you might have for people who would 
be able to provide information about those missions. You have al­
ready given us some, and if others OCCur to you, I think it would be helpful to us. 

[See p. 2 of the appendix.] 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I would hope that one of the things that 

this Committee would do would be to get the SEPA records of the 
Ron Rewall trial, where the judge determined that it could not be 
Open to the public because of the emotional impact it would have 
on the families of prisoners. 

We saw some of those papers and some of that testimony, and I 
think you would have access to all of it. I think it would be very 
important for you to look at it. 

Senator BROWN. You have spent Some time with Bobby Garwood. 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Yes. . 
Senator BROWN. Would you indicate or share with us your VIeW 

of how reliable his information is and whether Or not he did indeed switch sides? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. My view and that of my husband, who 

has a Jot more experience in dealing with intelligence matters, IS 
that he was never a collaborator and he did not lie about othe~ 
prisoners. I know that General Tighe has told us that he could nO 
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bin that he said in his debriefing; 
have made up the t gs IA knew about other prisoners. 'AO"IJO'>·'~:Jso closely matched :~a:li D ed. I think his life has been, to 

I think he has reallYed~e has ~ade a remarkable comeback. He large degree, destroy . 

handled it very ~ellh· . di te to you how it was he came to be BROWN. Did e 10 ca 
, !;en.at'?~in the Danang area? Of rse I know that too from the 

,,!1~'~.'J~;"~s~-;'~:S~~V;~N~~~. Yes. cou Id J"k to tell you a 
records and other slute~;t 'hf::' b~t ~e did a radio 

about Garwood. We knew a Of II new ~ews show and sud-
,nn)~"'u. in Chicago last year, las;1 af ~~ someone California who 

a call came 10 very urgen :( r 

driving through the ~I~t d you talking about Bobby 
. I just had to cal~you. th te~e was still in the Marine 

I want you to ow a. Ii Ii st talk that Gar-
;UGarvvooluw·as present at t1.'at liColrst debrl~ I~~ &d I~othing but talk 

had with the Marme rps, an 

~'81"2!" other prisoners. I f th kind of information that has come That is just an examp e 0 e 

on Garwood. ific area that I was concerned about 
Senator BROWN. The spec book he was captured 10 an area 

as I understood from IY0'M taln near the hospital air base Danang, out by Marb e oun , 

I do not know if you remember, 
JENSEN-STEVENSON. Y~th d sertion. At the last minute at 

initially h<; was charged ;'ho h:d actually raced with him for 
court-martial. the perso~ . b they were both drivers, showed 

that particular drlvmg JO. 'I ·gnment And he was cap-said, yes, it was an OffiC18 assl . 

h of him under guard, with have also seen copies of a photograp ason was never shown at 
hands tied. That, for some strange re , 

court-martial. t· how it was he was cap-
Senator BROWN. Did he ever ~in I~::n I was in Danang at the 

l ~lred~ though, the actual ~aptur,: . ~te a ~ecure area. 
part of the penmsula IS qUi ambushed I mean, it is in 

JENSEN-STEVENSON. r~I, hetl;~ct myself by now repeating 
'.- ', ., . : . And I do n<?t wan d conbed it to us. I mean, it was an we deSCribed It as he escn 

! tAl~~~r BROWN. Thank you. th questions of this ,; CHAIRMAN. I take it there are no 0 er 

[No response,] h n 
The CHAIRMAN. Let me ann~unce t e --e comment. Mr. Quhyn, 
Senator McCAIN, If I could Just make o~ Commission has stated 

who was the interpreter for th~ W~~60 POW's. I wo~ld be inter­to us that there was never an ouer lor 

ested in his statement, sa is gentlemen you have 
Mrs. JENSEN-S:rE~NSOhN. Al.~ I cru;,ereY a~d I hope that you do. the option of brmgmg t e WI ness , 

~~ d'~~~~B~~' is not up to us to disagree. 
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Senator McCAIN. It is not a matter of disagreement; it is 
matter of evidence. 

Mrs. JENSEN-8TEvENSON. Well, the evidence will be when YOQ 
bring the person here, then you can decide whether he is lying not. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, let me just say that I think that there . 
going to be a lot of evidence swirling around. We have had 
lutely polar opposite statements on certain things, not 
panel, but in the Course of testimony that we have heard. 
which, incidentally, is not as far apart as it may seem at 
blush. 

I mean, Colonel Bui Tin's testimony this morning, while he Pro. 
fesses knowledge of and firsthand testimony to the effect that no 
one is alive today, clearly left rOOm in terms of where he was and 
what he knew in the early days of the aftermath of the war. So 
that there is a lot of room here to begin to sort this out. And I 
think that is exactly what the Committee has to do. 

I want you to understand that all of this needs to be checked out, 
and that is why you are here. I think what is positive is that we 
are going to check it out, and you have come here with that under­standing. 

Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. I think so, too. 
The CHAIRMAN. We need to work with you more in order to be able to do that. 
Let me just ask you one quick question. How long will you be 

here? Are you going back to Bangkok? 
Mrs. JENSEN-STEVENSON. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. Will you be here another day or so? 
Mrs. JENSEN-8TEVENSON. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. I would appreciate it if staff could meet with you 

tomorrow to further inquire with respect to some of these names, 
places, people, and so· forth, so tha t we can begin that process 
almost immediately of going after it. 

The second thing I would like to announce is that we had previ­
ously scheduled the administration and certain agencies to come 
back this afternoon in order to respond immediately. Unless they 
insist that they would like to do that this afternoon because of any­
thing that has been stated Or put i:l the record I would prefer and I 
think the Committee would prefer, to slide that over until next 
week or to permit staff to go through the 3 days of testimony. It 
will permit us and them to do a better job of culling questions and 
discrepancies so that we can address them without a sense of bemg rushed. 

So, my preference would be, barring their insistence to the con­
trary, that we would delay them until week, and simply complete 
~~~~~-~~~ . 

Ms. Stevenson, Mr. Cawthorne, your books are your own testImo­
ny, obviously, and I am confident that every Member of the Co"]­
mittee and the staff are going to go through them in great de~1 . 
We are going to try to pare every single inconsistency ag~t 
other inconsistencies and so forth , because, as I think every a 
has said, this is really the last shot. And if we do not do that an 
try to separate what we understand to be reality Or not there is nO 
way for this Committee to begin to answer these questions. 
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. A d I th k you You have come a great 
So, we thank you for It. I n seanand ~e are very appreciath'e 

at f!~t ~~~lfkee;~n to 'just be available. to the staff m 
that. hAn th t we could pursue some of those ISSues. next our so a 

"'m"'~ you. t th· k they are going to take that 
have two panels .. I do no m Donahue the author of the 
The ne~t panel IS dMrT· JdeffSrae~Pley of the Homecoming II Timehne, an e 

iIl{)W -l>W:'_ Veteran News and Report. f the most 

that, c;~:s ~¥~hb~:~ph~l ofCol.aJ:ck'B"c;ley, fn ~e 
pUD~I~"ZI'~. Ga den on the Borah case; and Albro un. y, 
Iidb:;;t~';;' Qu,i;,t, and Gladys Fleckenstein, representIng 

L dyl Robertsonl Stevens case. . 
un Id you stand please so I can swear you m. Gentleman, wou 1 
h the witnesses were sworn. 

[W ereupon, M Do ahue do you want to lead off. The CHAIRMAN. r . n , 

fIT.ATI'Ml~N'I OF DR. JEFFREY C. DONAHUE, AUTHOR POW IMIA 
TIMELINE 

. I Id like to shorten my opening--
Dr. DoNAHUE. Yes, s:~. wou II the mike close to you. Without 
The CHA;::rAr~ll'~~~t w\llu ~u placed in the record with any ac-

materIals. . h I Id I"ke to shorten my opening That IS w y wou I . ts d take 
-:~ti~~~~·,Ai'f~I~~m·ay, ~nd then f:~:~~~a~r~!:~'b:~n r~:ed over 

• . fh!e:at:~~~he intelligence, the natuttere of the con-
. the mandate for the CommI e- . I 

coverup, .d t·fy yourself with just a htt e Would you I en I 
~k;.r~;;'~I?M~.n. . d M e is in my statement that 

DoNAHUE. Yes, mdeeff yo:;esh" e I'm the brother of Maj. 
issued. My name IS Je r~y. n.a ~ction in Laos since Decem-

Jefferson Donahue, ml!l.'l1ng In . ce then. 
1968. I've been involved '? thIS. Issl'e everh~~h I've submitted 
the author of the Indoc~na rW:: ~~rd of directors of the 
C?:'lllimlittee. fI'F

m 
areml'u'; ~ member of the National Alli-

...... u,"!'~ League 0 amI les.. M N ts I've been in Laos 
Families, the ConnectIcut Forget- e- 0 .. I . 1973 1974 
5 times since 1988. I w!,nt ~ Laos .exte~slve y ill , , 

guess· Thailand many tImes m the mterIm. ·ta· Aid to 
chair';'an and president of Friends f~>r ~umam W\n Con-

is a Federally tax exempt charIty,. mcorpo~a .. 
and travel there extensively and wIll be gomg agam m 

. And what do you do to earn a living? 1 ~"'AJI"MAN h been with Union CarbIde for the last 13 V2 
~';t;"~~~t1yah~ld the position of manag~r of international 

and treasurer for Latin America and AfrIca. d tak? 
CHAIRMAN And who funds the efforts that YI'.u u~ er j . 
DoNAHUE. Friends for Humanita~ian Aid to. aos IS .P::J 

.... l"altp We solicit donations, contrIbutIOns of medIhal eqr~p Laos 
Supplies from corporations and dIstrIbute t em 


