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hard labor on road and bridge construction crews. No foreign nationals were report­
ed in detention at any of these camp sites. D. In 1981. the Attopeu Province Seminar Camp system was reorganized. A 160-
man production group was formed with inmates from the 979th and 402nd Seminar 
Battalions. As of 1981. the 402nd Seminar Battalion held about fiOO RLG civilian 
and FAR inmates. and the 979th Seminar Battalion had about 400 inmateS. The 1st 
Company was relocated to the former FAR military headquarters in Attopeu Town­
ship where it was known as the " municipal construction unit;" the 2nd Company 
was relocated from the Houai Phok Camp (1448NIl0653EI to the Ban Hom Camp 
<XB 9824); and the 3rd Company was relocated from Ban Hat Liang Village (YB 
0636) to the Attopeu Airport area where 150 inmates grew crops, cut timber, built 
housing, and did road construction and repair work. The 4th Company was re­
formed with inmates from the 979th Seminar Battalion, and was colocated with the 
1st Company. As of September 1986, the 402nd Seminar Battalion still held about 
300 inmates with no plans for release . No foreign nationals were reported in deten-

tion at any camp sites. E. The Attopeu Province Public Security Office Prison had a 25-man guard force 
and held aoout 50 prisoners in three cells. One cell held civil criminals, another 
held seminar camp inmates, and the third cell held a mix of civil prisoners and ree­
ducatees. The Attopeu Province Public Security Office also had another prison (YB 
6525) in Sansai District near the Tri-border area of Laos-Cambodia-Vietnam. The 
Sansai District Prison, which also had a 25-man staff, held 26 RLG police and FAR 
officials and former ethnic Lao local USAID employees under maximum security de­
tention until late 1981 when 24 survivors were transferred to the Attopeu Prison. 
No foreign nationals were reported in detention in these facilities. 

23. In the case of Champassak Province, about 1.000 military and police NCO's 
from FAR MR-4 were assigned to "production" camps which performed agriculture 
and road repair work in the Paksong (XB 3278) area, Champassak Province. Other­
wise, no permanent seminar camps were reported in this province, because of its 
immediate proximity to the Thai border. On 4 July 1985, Champassak Province au­
thorities established a camp for returning Lao refugees at Nongsip Village (WB 
9685), Bachiang Chaleunsouk District. MOl Order 1-553 (1 June 1985) stipulated 
that Lao residents with homes in Champassak, Saravane. Attopeu or Sekong Prov­
inces would be concentrated at this camp. No foreign nationals were reported in de-

tention at these camps. 
Senator SMITH. Go ahead, finish your presentation, but I would 

like to have that answered. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. 
[Slide.] Major ScHIFF. Having briefed you on the all-source analytical ap-

proach, I will nOW turn the discussion over the Captain Chambers, 
who will talk about U.S. losses in Indochina and discuss our best 
candidates for possible prisoners of war, if any in fact were held 
past the time of Operation Homecoming. Captain Chambers. 

Captain CHAMBERS. The idea that live American prisoners could 
have been left behind in Indochina after the war continues to 
haunt the American consciousness. Currently there are 2,266 
Americans who are unaccounted for from the Vietnam War. When 
we say unaccounted for, we include all those whose fate is still un· 
known as well as those who are known to be dead, but whose re-
mains have not yet been recovered. 

The difficult task of identifying who might have survived and re-
mained a prisoner after the war, began even before prisoners were 
eleased during Operation Homecoming in 1973 and continues 

today. After 1975, when our access to Indochina abruptly declined, w' 
continued to press the Indochinese Governments. to give us answen 
about our missing. In some cases, the known c~rcumstances of all 
individual'S loss made it clear that the IndOChtnese Government: 
1-.........IJ.. ... .n\.V.lPJdIle..a ut these pIe that they had not yet shared. 
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[Slide.) 
Captain CHAMBERS. Knowled e f 

Dodge, who did not return du~in 0 the f",te of men like Ron 
whose photo 10 captivity appeared ~n ~hratiOn Homecoming, but 
Parl.S Match. Commander Dod ' e September 1967 issue of 
Vietnam~se 14 years later, in J~r s 19Smams 

were returned by the 
mg the circumstances of his deat~ wa I, but no explanation regard­
demand for an explanation was d s !ro~lded: Our Government's 
ernment m, Hanoi. eeme a hostile act" by the Gov-

Vietnam s refusal to provide i ~ . 
cal. Again and again, we have n rormatiOn about this man is typi-
chma for mformation on all of ';u~ssed the G~vernments of Indo­
time, sometimes an unbearabl Ion ml~smg, Without results. Over 
some answers. Regrettably th y g time, we are able to obtain 
A~erican , but only to the' re::I~:nswefrs have not yet led to a live 
mams. iOn 0 cases by the return of 

~~ -
The CHAIRMAN. What was th d car~!~!3' last known alive in c:Ptt'v~;! the photograph, the date of 

Captain CHAMBERS Sir C 
1967, and the photo appea'redor~hntr Dodge went down 10 May 

The CHAIRMAN. So in 1967 nh e ptember 1967 issue. 
were returned-- e was captured, and the rema· 

llita. 1M 
P In CHAMBERS. His remains w The CHAIRMAN. Thanks ere returned 14 years later 

[Shde.] . , . 

Captain CHAMBERS. In 1988 th ~~~7~ th;'hases .of th~se indi~iduea~ ·~h~o;:dnt,;;,en~ began investi-
a: ese mvestigatiOns whO h e est chances for 

ar[SI~:I]ed out by the Joint T~sk F~rceaFul~nAderway. as we speak, . ' ccounttng 

Captain CHAMBERS The inv·· . 
:: on the ground in Ind:~Ii~~tors hke the one pictured here 
thewn to be alive, and track them whtere mdividuals were last 
coui~ ~!~. This .approach requires ide~~J~i:ge ah!" hablfe to confirm 

[Slide.] e surVived. w IC 0 our mlssmg 

I 
lliptain CHAMBERS Th· ocat. . IS computer- d chin~oTh of a1! Americans who are ;t~nerate map shows the loss 

ing i~ a fse killed. In action are represen~bcc~hnted for in Indo­
and m. c iO~ are m red. The distinctio y e blue dots. Miss-

ISlid1ss)mg m actiOn is critically impo t
n 

bet tween kIlled in action 
Ca e. ran. 

cans prtil- CHAMBERS. Of the total 2266 
in a~ti~n ;, were killed in action, lea~ing f17fcxunted 

for Ameri-
The C . ' meflcans missing 

can, bee HAIRMAN. Let me stop you there ~ . 
tant POi~~~ M

t 
r·eedSheetz and General Clappeorr o~~. q1:'Ick minute if I 

Y a n s to be I thi k f 11 ,IS IS a very impo 
but ,:,u are saying that th' n • U Y articulated r-

In fact 1 095 e unaccounted fo th .. M S ' of those were KIA r , ere IS a total of 2 266 
r. HEETZ_ Yes, sir.' ' , 
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The CHAIRMAN. Now, if you are saying that 1,095 were KIA, well, 
they have not been returned. Are they not accounted for? 

Mr. SHEETZ. The fullest possible accounting has three levels of 
evidence, if you will. Number I, the most ideal outcome would be 
the return of a live American prisoner. Level 2 would be, for those 
who perished, recovering their remains and repatriating those re­
mains to the United States. The third level of outcome is for those 
who perished, where remains cannot be recovered, to develop suffi­
cient documentation as to confirm the fate of the individual and to 
present that information to the families so that they can know 
what happened to their man. 

The CHAIRMAN. These 1,095 fall into the third category, correct? 
Mr. SHEETZ. At the present time, they do, but the JTF has built 

into their 3-year work plan the requirement to visit on the ground 
the locations of the loss locations, or in the case of the last-known­
alive cases, the last-known-alive locations for each and everyone of 
2,266 cases such as we can do so. Obviously, for the over-water 
cases we are not going to be able to do, and there are some that are 
off the scope that we are not going to be able to do. 

The CHAIRMAN. I understand that, but what I am trying to get at 
is, when you present to the committee the last, and it says KIA, 
1,095, you have so informed those families, have you not? 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir, they have been given all the information 
that the Defense Department has collected through the years as 
well as the original operational report filed at the time of the loss 
incident by the squadron, or whatever. 

The CHAIRMAN. And the person is listed as KIA in that particu­
lar category based on first-hand reports from people within a unit 
or aircraft, or whatever, is that correct? 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. And you have reviewed those cases over the 

course of these past several months, have you not? 
Mr. SHEETZ. We have reviewed them ever since their losses took 

place. 
The CHAIRMAN. So what I am saying is that in the case of almost 

100 percent of those 1,095, there are sufficient mUltiple reports of 
the incident to permit you to draw the conclusion you've drawn, 
are there not? 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. Our last-known-alive discrepancy cases 
come from another body of reporting. 

The CHAIRMAN. So I ask you again the same question I asked yoU 
a moment ago. Is it not fair to say, and even more appropriate to 
say, that there ought to be, maybe, a new category that in the case 
of those 1,095, while their body has not been returned, in soI1le 
cases based on the report it is clear, is it not, that a body will neve! 
be returned? 

Mr. SHEETZ. That is true, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Correct. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. So that person is in effect accounted for. 
The family has accepted the accounting, and in point of fact it 

does not belong on a POW/MIA list. It is not POW, it is not MIl> 
it is K1AJ body not rec_..;;.;;o~v~e;.ra;..b_l_e_. _____ _ 
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Mr. SHEETZ. There will be some of those 1 095 '. 
be recovered as a result of the Joint Task F ' Fwhlere bodIes. WIll 
work. orce, u I Accounting's 

The CHAIRMAN. Correct. 
Mr. SHEETZ. But we will not kno h' h 

do the fiel~ work, except for the wo:er~~a~~e~ those are until we 
tremely unltkely and some other reports that we ~s:: that are ex-

For example, we have one that was in .. ' 
suffered a direct hit, and he essentiall an ammumtton dump that 
explosion, yet that individual is still on ~h:a;:s~?r'[o9t through an 

The CHAIRMAN. I understand d th" ." 
deal with in cold terms like this-:~d thIS IS. ObVIOusly har~ s~uff to 
I assure everybody of that but ~e still hre IS~O coldness m It, and 
reality here. I mean I kee'p hearing 0 t!lve . . try to deal with the 
It is not true.' n eVlSIOn 2,266 MIA/ POW. 

Mr. SHEETZ. I think the more usef I £. . 
cases, and within those the last-kno:n_afus IS on the discrepancy 
those have a bearing on the liv . IV". cases, because clearly 
second level down, recoverin we prISoner Iss~e, and then at the 
w:ho perished, and those outc;m,::~~:er {emalh we can of those 
different groupings of cases, and all 2 2GG y, as t e Senat~lr says, to 

The CHAIRMAN I thO k 't' .. ' cases are not altke. 
ago. I do not kn~w ho~ m~ch crlttcal. I said this several months 
you, we must get closer to it in ~~:~e ~e are t~O It, but I must tell 
and that is the appro riate te . ~ mon -and-half, 2 months 
tiOD of this list. p ca gonzatlOn, the appropriate applica: 

This committee has a bl' t' . 
clarification is to unders':.a~d Ifh" tlOn to clanfy this, and part of the 

Now rt f " a. 
of the ~~~en~e t~~t~I~:[~~o~ ~h~~~o to make very clear the state 
discrepancy cases toda W· . people about whom we have 
do not want to interru~t he~ew~t mto those as we '!'ove along. I 
ters. ' use we want to get mto the clus-

Senator SMITH Right I . Bob. I personally' looked' at ~~st want to make one point on that 
:~ in Laos, about 220 or so, :elo:~~Irt~\AI :sed' especially th~ 
th OSe KIA reports are exactl at, and SOme 
. e fact that the person is killJ as yo~ say. There is testimony to 
IS placed in the files I agr 'th' eye-wItnesses, et cetera, and that 

But in some cas . . ee WI you. 
dihad not take a r~~~g ~~:fl. t~ was .surprised at the number. I 
w tsoever as to the rso -:- ere IS no determination made 
whatsoever saying thepepers:!n bemg d.ead or alive,. or no testimony 

Pe:~n Ch~~;;'y%~to~~~a~ob=o~~l;h ~r~o ~~!~~o:.y ;tll~g~hi H:':ally. ,on e revIews that I have done 

it d t does not mean you are wr . h 
Des mean that conclusions wong m t e sense of the result, but 

!:,rt those conclusions, at least b~rawnhwlthout the facts to sup-
e saw. on w at were m the files that 
If there is oth . ~ . 

that is not in th:fil: °th,::~~n out there that I have not seen or 
~ew them, that sim'ply do n;;' t:v~Utb there dare many files, if you 

e eV) ence there. or the in-
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I · It simply is not there. formation there, to draw any conc USlOn. 
There is nothing there. ·th the Senator some files are more Mr. SHEETZ. I would agree WI of the outco~e that is described. I compelling than others m ter."'~h t that goes to the importance of guess what I would also sa

h
y IS eed to follow up on each and every the JTF's field work and ten. 

case, and that is what we ard t°::,tld just add another point. Wi~h Senator SMITH. Right, an little nervouS about sub-categorlZ-that kind of informatIOn! I gihA/MIA I mean in response to Sen­ing the unaccounted for mto t· ·to get y~u to be specific on ator Kerry's questions, he w"b . ryuig ·f that is accurate, the field this figure of 1,095, because 0 ~Sf%~ Imissing in action or POW's, of missing in terms of unaccoun ,; basicallY confirmed what I is in fact1,171, but as I say, and YOhere the evidence is not there asked you, is there are soIt'hhle~: have to be very careful about to draw that conclUSIOn. in drawing conclusions. keeping that category that fir: .th Senator Kerry just a couple of General CLAPPER. Senator ml , tent what s.:nator Smith has points, I think, to remforce \" some !~ll that the determination . of just said. I need to make c ear ru:. is not KIA is not totally an m· status as to whether someone IS 0 t la in this and obviously not 
telligence c!,I.1. There are t~e'!~~id ~ec~ssarilY ~ccept that catego­all the families or next~ - ~ . bod not recovered. , rization of 1,095 w'Vt lfl~:,d ~n o~~I~d' yo/know, folks, if there isn t The CHAIR:MAN. e, m r on a' KIA list, they don't belong o.n sufficient eVld~nce to putrthehmt I ds so much controversy to thu; it. I mean, thiS IS part 0 w a en 
issue. , hard to read through 1,095 files and Now, it shouldn t be ve~y to make that determination and find out which ,ones ~rfmh't yot 't they shouldn't be on the list. which ones don t, and I t ey. on , 
They ought to be on the MIt h~t y that 1 095 those individual5 Captain CHAMBERS. Se~a 0\0 ::'io~t and ~ be' KIA. were declared by thse ~rvd,ces 't mean that they are in fact, is that The CHAIRMAN. 0 It oesn. ? 
what you're saying to ~e c~mWh~~·I am saying is that the imm'd Captain CHAMBERS. 0, SIr. . tion on an individual'S fate an diate commander madle09a5d~~~e:d:"IS dead at the time they wert then declared those, m 
lost. . d show that they are, in fact? The CHAIRMAN. Does the .evi edce fact if you'll let me continue Captain CHAMBERS. Yes, SIr! an In few moments. 
a little, I will talk Wbo.Ylt It~ato':: ;~;trne;:, and then we'll come bac~ The CHAIRMAN. e e y . k one I apologize, but what I he Senator SMITH. Just one qUlf f sed noW 
are two different things here·sl,m ~o~aid that i~ some cases, in re General Clapper and tth"· evWe~ce did not necessarily conch:~,: sponse to my ~uestlO~, ·te does. I realize it's coming-I know 1 that. Now you re saymf' th services I understand that. stuff that comes to you rom t ~ answe~ that, Mr. Sheetz? . h" The CHAIRMAN. Do you wan °d in response to Senator Smlt i Mr. SHEETZ. What I thl~ s~es the descriptions that you reBI question was, sornt; of the oth~rs. but having reviewed each an are more compelhng than 

~------
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every one of them, we do not find that there are fatal flaws in the documentation and the judgments that were reached by the field commanders who were responsible for reporting the status of their 
lost men. 

The CHAIRMAN. So are you sticking by the number 1,095? Mr. SHEETZ. I think those figures are accurate as far as the infor­mation that we have available describes it, but that's not the end on those cases, as I tried to bring out. We're going to go on the ground. 
We're going to follow up on each and everyone of those, but in terms of there being the possibility that significant numbers of Americans could still be alive from that group, I would just say that the information that's in the files that we've reviewed indi­cates that that is not the case, and in fact the last known alive dis­crepancy cases that we have selected out, to us, represent the most likely group of cases where someone could still be alive. Senator SMITH. Mr. Chairman, the committee has requested of the Secretary of Defense a case-by-case review of each of the-not only the KIA but all 2,266 cases, and I would just say again, not to beat it to death here, but in some of the files that I have seen, a large number of the files that I have seen, there is nothing in the file that we were provided that would conclude death in any way. That is, a report from an officer in the field. 
There is nothing, and I would just ask you to take a look at that. I mean, I've made the point, but that's the only point I'm making. I'm not saying that the person is alive. I'm just simply saying, there's no conclusion of death that can be drawn from the data in the file. 
Mr. SHEETZ. As in each of these situations, we'd be pleased to work with committee staff to look at any cases that the committee would like to have us look at, as we have in all the other analyses. The CHAIRMAN. It was my understanding that a review of that was underway based on one of the earlier hearings we had. I was told that a complete review of these, in order to determine whether any Were inappropriately categorized--
Mr. SHEETZ. We have done that. 
The CHAIRMAN. That has been done? 
Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. So the complete review has been done. ~ow, to follow up on Senator Smith's question, you've done the !'1',:ew and you have just now said that there is no information to mdlcate a contrary designation, is that correct? 
Mr. SHEETZ. We have not ordered the services to change, or we have not suggested that the services change any of those. The CHAIRMAN. Is there any file or folder which upon review d'0uld suggest to somebody that there is not sufficient evidence to raw the conclusion the person was KIA? 
Mr. SHEETZ. Well, our primary purpose in reviewing those files­perhaps our tasking was misunderstood, but our primary purpose Was to determine if there were potential last-known-alive discrep­ancy cases that could have been misclassified. 
t~e CHAIR~AN. Is there. a difference between those two, Bob? In o er words, If somebody IS on the KIA list today and you review the file, would there be a different standard applied to bringing 
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. last-known-alive discrepancy case them out and puttmg them on. a sufficient evidence in the file to versus whether or not therek.llled? Would those be two different show that in fact they are I . 
standards? ., rtainl two different responsibili~ies. It's Mr. SHEETZ .. 'Y~ll, It s ceus on ~he live prisoner issue, to Identify DINs respon~lblhty to [OCh ' hI' ght those cases for policymakers, to last-known-'!"hve c~\ 0 '~S for our field work in Vietnam. build those m as prIOn y cas d that 

The CHAIRMAN. ~d you haye S~~reta,.y's job to determine the Mr. SHEETZ. It IS the servIce 
status of unaccounted fo! peop\'d be your testimony today that in The CHAIRMAN. But it wou . wed it and there is no poten-that grouping of 1,095

be
you hr~edei~~o a last-known-alive category, tial of any other case mg p a 

is that accurate? based on the information that we Mr. SHEETZ. I would only sar;' d the possibility that one of our have today, I would not prec u e information that brings out a field people could comb atc~~\~:eereviewed all those cases: Eve~y new aspect on a casei ~. I for there being a last-known-ahve d,s­case that has the POd en ~!'fied They're on the list that has been crepancy has bee~ I en I I . 
given to the commIttee. . th list of 269? The CHAIRMAN. A~d that IS on e . 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir; th u h because we want to get The CHAIRMAN. Let s t'1.
1l

to get b~~kg ~ this a little bit later. into the cluster, and we come 
Thank you. Captain. ~ Intelligence Agency, as we were Captain C.HAMBER!' T~ ~i eZ'rs6 cases to identify those people just discussmg, rev;,ew ~ s~rvival Our analysis indicated that who had the best c a~fe or POW' was found after Operation with few exceptions I a Ive e from among those people de-Homecoming .he w<!uldbno~hhave~i~s This leaves 1,171 individuals clared killed m actIOn Y e ~e . . . action 
whom the servic~ declar~ m"fs~h~ i~ss incidents revealed that n~t However, our mvesti~ ion 0 didates for survival. Shown here 15 all of the 1,171 were. ley ;::n es for those listed as missing In the range of loss CIrcums nc Ie we call last known alive, 
action. First and Jore~h"\ a~:u!;~rrf: a moment. Although alivde, and I Wlll expan .on a k n to have been gravely woun . some of those servIcemen ar!, now 
ed, with little chance of hurvl,:,a}~rmation on an individual's fate is We also have cases w e~e m . I k 'n For example, off the 
mixed, or evidence tt: th~~s!:t~h~r:~i~c~~ft simply diSappeda!;t radar scope cases, o~ te ories These are the most I.' into a cloud bank, a.re . m 1heset cirn:""ibl~ to know where to begin cult cases, because It IS a me;; ~ f n becomes available. an investigation unless more m °k~'!., '~he individual didn't survive, In some of the 1,17! cdi~r":i killed in action by his commande~i even though he wasn t ec . ed that there are cases where a and I think Mr. Sheetz n;>edtl'?.i I were eliminated by the sheef identifiable trace~ of an m IVI ua .. ' . force of an explOSIOn. h are known to have dIed m captiVIty· 
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pOW's, the U.S. ~ver.nment established a definition of last­known-alive cases whIch IS shown here. 
[Slide.] . f II d . ed h' h . d' Captain CHAMBERS. A review 0 a cases etermm w IC m I-viduals met the last-known-alive criteria. Their cases are among those designated as the highest priority for investigation. 
[Slide.] 
Captain CHAMBERS. Private First Class Donald Sparks is one of the individuals last known alive. He was captured during a fire fight on Ju~e 17, 1969. We hav~ letters which PFC Spar.~ wrote describing h,s foot wound and hIS first 10 months of captivity. We also have reports from released POW's that their prison camp guard mentioned a POW named Don whose foot was healing. We don't know what happened to Donald Sparks. Those answers are held by the Indochinese Governments. 
[Slide.] 
Captain CHAMBERS. As shown here, the 269 individuals for priori­ty investigation are drawn from Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, and have been the focus of our field investigations that began in Viet­nam in September of 1988. As opportunities have presented them­selves, the investigations have extended into Laos and Cambodia. However, not all 269 individuals are likely candidates for survival and possible captivity. 
[Slide.] 
Captain CHAMBERS. Based on our field activities in Vietnam, 61 of these people are known to have died. An additional 78 cannot be considered as possible POW candidates for one of the following rea­

IOns: 
They are known to have died but happen to have been lost in the same incident with a last-known-alive person. 
They are known to have died in captivity, but are incorporated as priority cases because at one time they were carried by their re­spective services as a POW or they do not meet the criteria for a !list known alive designation but are included as discrepancy cases because we believe the Indochinese Governments are withholding information concerning their fate. 
And finally, there are remains still under analysis at the Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii that we expect will lower this number further once they are identified. 
There are also several cases where we have information that POints strongly but not conclusively to death at the time of loss. [Slide.] 
Captain CHAMBERS. This leaves us with 100 to 125--The CHAIRMAN. Could you go back to that slide a moment? [Slide.] 

h
The CHAIRMAN. What's the 269 total? Those became a priority, "1)'? 
Captain CHAMBERS. Sir, the 269 total are the individuals who "!!re. likely candidates for survival and possible captivity, but WIthIn that sub-category there are several groups. 

did
The CHAIRMAN. So when you have 269 total, what date in time you arrive at the 269 total? 
Captain CHAMBERS. Sir, after we scrubbed through all the cases and took out those cases that we had information that indicated Finally, there are tho,\" W ';:0 could have survived and become To identify those peop e w ____ _ 
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that they were not in the priority categories, these 269 are the 
number which are the priority category. 

Mr. SHEETZ. If I could add a little bit--
The CHAIRMAN. Help me to understand exactly what the 269 pri­

ority is. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Sure. That number is a number, first, I'd like to say 

that has the possibility to change as we develop more information 
on the ground. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is it to begin with before it changes? 
Mr. SHEETZ. It is the number that orA feels represents discrep­

ancy situations most of which, a very high percentage-90 percent 
plus-are last-known-alive discrepancy cases. 

The CHAIRMAN. So you have 269 that as of the moment of their 
capture now--

Mr. SHEETZ. No, as of right now. 
The CHAIRMAN. As of right now, you have a legitimate question 

mark about. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Right. 
The CHAIRMAN. So in fact you have got more question marks 

than this committee has. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Well, that is the starting point. 61 of those­
The CHAIRMAN. Were known dead. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Have been resolved thus far through what has been 

called the Vessey process. 
The CHAIRMAN. Well, let me ask you, the 61 that are now known 

to be dead are outside of the III that we identified by virtue of the 
briefings, debriefings of prisoners when they came back, is that cor­
rect? 

• Mr. SHEETZ. I have got that number here somewhere. What the 
overlap is between the 111. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, the III were all in 1973. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Are some of these 61 known dead more recently 

arrived at? 
Mr. SHEETZ. Yes. It has been as a result, a fair number-­
The CHAIRMAN. The Vessey effort. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. So really this is outside of that 111. 
Mr. SHEETZ. It should be. 
The CHAIRMAN. So there are another 61 you have learned are 

dead out of the 269, bringing you down to 208, correct? 
Mr. SHEETZ. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. Then the 78 that are subtracted are what? 
Captain CHAMBERS. Sir, some of those are people who were killed 

in action but they are listed because they are with a last-known­
alive case. It all happened in the same incident, and of course yOU 
can't investigate the last known alive without taking into consider­
ation the others who were involved in the incident, so their 
number is carried because they're part of a case of the last known 
alive. So that's part of the 78. 

Then there are general discrepancies among that 78, and there 
are those individuals who were carried as POW's at Homecoming 
who did not return. 

The CHAIRMAN. How many of those were there? 
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Captain CH~MBERS. Sir, there's 21 who were POW at Homecom-
ing and they dId not return. 

The CHAIRMAN. According to your list. 
Captain CHAMBERS. Yes, sir. 
Senator SMITH. Weren't there people-eorrect me if I'm wrong 

Weren't there peoP.le that were ~isted that we carried as KIA that 
came out at OperatIOn Homecoming? 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. Ridgeway was one. 
Senator SMITH. Just one. 
Mr. SHEETZ. I think so. Yes, just one, sir. 
Senato~ SMITH. I mean,. I realize that mistakes are made. I didn't 

mean to Imply, ~ut It mIght. be interestin~, if you know it, if you 
have It at your dISposal, to. gIve an. indIcatIOn as to just what went 
wrong there, to ho.w that kind of dIscrepancy-<>bviously, he wasn't 
KIA, SO what was ,In the report, J~st as a case in point. 

Mr. SHEETZ. We II have to prOVIde that for the committee 
Senator SMITH. One is too many. . 
Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. 
[The information referred to follows:] 
DIA was unable to determine the circumstances by which Ridgeway was viven the 

status of KIA. •. 

The CHAIRMAN. So you then Come up with last known alive 130 
people t~at are still on your discrepancy list. ' 
.CaptaI~ CHAMBERS. That is 130, and then you have the 5 that are 

stIll awaIting IdentIfication, and then you have a number who we 
1av~ Some informatIOn about that points strongly, but it's not con­
C uSlve, to death a~ the time of loss. So then what we end up with 
IS fgo to 125 indIVIduals from the 269 priority investigation cases 

th t
e CHAIRMA;<. Of the 61 known dead, were you able to lear~ 

e Ime of demIse? 
CalPtain CHA~BERS. Sir, I don't have that information. That 

wou d be something that--
The CHAIRMAN. Do you know? 

th!!r. SHE~. If t~e Senator is trying to get at the question, is 
ing~ny mformatIon that any of those were alive past Homecom-

The CHAIRMAN. Correct. 
th~r. SHEETZ .. I don't think that's the case, but when we et 
r..;.y·gh the bnefing my analysts that worked up this list and !re 

Th la~ WIth each and everyone of the cases will be at the table 
Ca e

t 
HAIRMAN. Please keel> goinf,l'. Thanks. . 

viduIIsam CHAMBERS. As I saId, thIS leaves us with 100 to 125 indi-

[Slide.) 

lik~i.:~n CHA"}BERS. If POW's remain in Indochina, they are most 
based come r?m thIS gr?Up. Because the number can chan e 
narnic o~aWe receIf~. of new mtelhgence, it should be viewed as d~­
know~s mg WI m a range. There are simply too many un­
CSses c to suplJOrt a smgle figure, and the priority of individual 
States an be rals~ as we get new intelligence. In fact the United 
icernenr:~~j y raIsed. t~e inve~tigation pdority of six ';'issing serv-

[Slide.) on new m,ormatlOn from VIetnamese records. 
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Captain CHAMBERS. Vietnamese records such as the one shown 

here often contain information previously unavailable in U.S. files. 

As you may recall, I spoke earlier of off-the-scope cases and how 

difficult they were to investigate. Vietnamese records have given 

us valuable leads to investigate on some of these cases. We have 

been actively pressing the Vietnamese for more records, but this 

continues to be an uphill battie. 
[Slide.] 
Captain CHAMBERS. As I have explained, our analysis sets an 

upper limit on the number of MIA's who could possibly be POW's. 

It does not suggest that there are POW's, or that any POW's were 

in fact held past the time of Operation Homecoming. What we are 

talking about here are those MIA's who potentially could have sur­

vived. We do not know if they survived. I cannot overemphasize 

this distinction. 
[Slide.] 
Captain CHAMBERS. Having briefed you on our efforts to deter­

mine who might have survived, I will now turn you over to Lieu­

tenant Maguire, who will discuss what post-war reporting tells us 

about the possibility that live Americans were held after Operation 

Homecoming. Lieutenant Maguire. 
[Slide.] 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. The countries of Indochina have not been 

totally closed to westerners since the war. Although official Ameri­

can access has been limited, other nations have maintained a diplo­

matic, economic, and humanitarian presence. Asian and western 
diplomats, businessmen, aid workers and journalists have criss­

crossed Indochina, and many have reported their observations. 

In fact, some have mistakenly been reported themselves as U.S. 

POW's, but none have ever corroborated reports of American 

POW's being held after Operation Homecoming. So far, the largest 

body of post-war intelligence about missing Americans is refugee 

source reporting. 
[Slide.] 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. Over 15,000 source reports have been re­

ceived since 1975, and that number grows every day. Over half of 

these reports are a direct result of a comprehensive United States 

Government effort to screen over 2'h million refugees from South­

east Asia. 
Source reports fall into four major categories: 
First-hand live sighting reports are based on eyewitness experi­

ence, and have proven to be the most accurate and useful of the 

source reports, primarily because first-hand witnesses have greater 

knowledge of the details and circumstances of a sighting. Addition­

ally, information from first-hand sightings is easy to verify, investi­

gate, and follow up on. 
Hearsay reports contain information second- and third-hand. 

None of these sources have ever seen live POW's, and they are p0-

tentially important but in many instances, because of their lack of 

detail, are not as useful as first-hand reports. 
Crash and grave reports claim ~ know whe~e Ameri~an aircraft 

have crashed or where the remains of American. serVIcemen are 

buried. They are particularly important. to the mission being con­
ducted by Joint Task Force Full Accountmg. 
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The largest body of reporting is called dog tag reporting. These 

reports contam mformatlOn normally found on U.S. military ID's 

co~monly <:alIed dog tags. The reports give names, blood t es re: 

liglOUS affihatlO~ , ?r other personal data, but 97 percent ~~ them 

are not about mlssmg AmerIcans. In fact, many are not even about 

people. However, each report, regardless of source, is individually 
evaluated. 

This ~raphic depicts the locations of all first-hand live sightings 
of AmerIcan POW's. 

[Slide.] 
~ieutenant MAGUIRE. The reports cover a large part of Indo­

chma. To date, we have receIved almost 1,600 first-hand reports. 

DIA evaluates these reports and our results are reviewed by an in­

de~ndent chan!,-el made up of representatives from other US' _ 
telhgence agencies. . . m 

. The CHAIRMA~. Now, is that particular slide you have up there 
18 that your eqUIvalent of this cluster file, or not? ' 

. LIeutenant MAGUIRE. No, sir. This is just a portion. This doesn 't 

mclude the hearsay reports. That is later on in the brief. 
T!>e CHAIRMAN. So thos~ are exclusively __ 
LIeutenant MAGUIRE. FIrst-hand sightings 
The CHAIRMAN. First-hand. . 

Mr. SHEETZ. Approximately 1,500 points are shown. 

The CHAIRMAN. There are 1,500 points there. So when you talk 

abob kut thde 15,000 reports, those are the reports that you have J'ust 
ro en own. 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. Yes, sir. 

r~~jAIRMAN. Dog tag, live sighting, hearsay, et cetera. 

;eutenant MAGUIRE. This pie chart shows the results of DIA's 

:a YSIS of first-hand reports. Many people believe DIA calls these 

POrts fabrICatIOns. Actually, we have concluded that about 70 
percent are true. . 

~e~e is also a belief .that DIA only correlates these reports to 

lated 4~-fO[ rte. ThIS, too, IS a misconception. DIA has corre­

of the re Irs - an reports to 33 unaccounted-for Americans. None 

can ports that have been correlated to unaccounted-for Ameri­

Opes ~lls uHs that anyone lost in wartime was held past the time of 
Tha IOn omecommg. In most cases--

that e CHAIRMAN. You've got to explain that. What you' re sa in is 

ferreJh~ ones that you've found did in fact refer to someb~y gre­

Lieuten somebody who subsE!<juentiy was returned, is that cor;ect? 

are 43 re:'':is ~~UIRE. NI 0, SIr. For u.n~ccounted-for people-there 
The C a COrre ate to 33 mdlvlduals who we have not--

L· HAIRMAN. Who are unaccounted for now? 
leu tenant MAG Y . . 

IIaIs that we h U~RE. th es, SIr, and the reports of those individ­
during w . ave, or, e one~ tha~ were not civilians. occurred 

The CHartlme, soOtfhe
h
y re ~artJme slghtings of the individuals--

L' AIRMAN. t ose mdlvlduals. 

indi~i~t;::J:~t MAGUIRE. And not post-Homecoming sightings of the 

. The CHAIRMAN So you ha t-H ' . 
tndividual that i'-unaccounu:de f~~ pos omecommg SIghting of an 

LIeutenant MAGUIRE. That's correct, sir. 
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The CHAIRMAN. That you have given veracity to. The CHAIRMAN. And some of those sightings were sightings of 

Lieutenant MAGUIRE. Yes, sir, that's correct. In most cases the Garwood that saw him post-Homecoming, correct? 

first-hand reports that we get---:- . Mr. SHEETZ. That's correct. 

The CHAIRMAN. So in effect, If I can Just follow up, when you The CHAIRMAN. So in effect there are people that have come out 

defend DIA and say there is a misinterpretatIon here, you are of Vietnam post-Homecoming who saw an American and were ac-

really distinguishing the interpretatIOn by POinting to the veracity curate. 

given reports pre-Homecoming, but post-Homecoming, out of the Mr. SHEETZ. That's correct. 

1,500 reports which are reflected In the flags up he.re, the 928 flags, The CHAIRMAN. So the question that leaps out at us, I guess, at 

there is not one report that has been given veracity, IS that accu- any lay person, is why is it that of 728 reports, much screened 

down, some-I don't have the exact number, but multiples of tens 

ra~~. SHEETZ. Well, first I'd like to correct one point. That map applied to Bob Garwood during that period of time but not one ap-

that your staff has put together has pred~mInan~ly hearsay report- plies to anybody else? Do you follow my question? 

ing on it, and secondly, it also has reporting on It that s first-hand You have 728 live sighting reports. For Bob Garwood during the 

that we judged to be fabrication, but your staff does ,not aifree.. post-Homecoming period, someone's reports were found to be truth-

The CHAIRMAN. We're going to dIg Into that. We re gOing to dIg ful, but for anyone else allegedly seen during that same period of 

into all of that. We're going to dig into that very closely, but time by the same kinds of people who accurately reported on Bob 

they've acknowledged that there are 713 hearsay reports up there Garwood, there isn't one that has been found to be truthful. 

and there are 215 live sightings. Doesn't that run up against the law of statistics that Senator 

Mr. SHEETZ. But a fair number of those are ones that we have Grassley was talking about earlier? 

previously judged to be fabrications. . Mr. SHEETZ. You can say that, but we have to evaluate each and 

The CHAIRMAN. That's what we're going to get to a lIttle later, every report on its own, as well as taking a look at reports that are 

but let's keep going. ,.. concentrated in geographic areas, and when we have evaluated 

Lieutenant MAGUIRE. I think the point you re trying to get at IS, each and every report on its own, we have not found one that's 

there's a misconception here. On the pie charts for the first-hand compelling that someone is still alive post-Homecoming, other than 

sightings, the majority of first-hand sightings relate to people ,:"ho Robert Garwood. 

returned at Homecoming, or returned .subsequent to Homecoming, Senator SMITH. How many of the Garwood 300 sightings were 

or we've accounted for by the repatriatIon of!emaIns. , second-hand or third-hand reports? 

The CHAIRMAN. So somebody gets out of VIetnam In the 1970.s or Mr. SHEETZ. 120. 

the 1980's, they come back, and they say, gee, I saw an AmerICan Senator SMITH. So 120 second- or third-hand reports on Garwood 

here but the time and place of the here was during the war. were determined to be correct, since Garwood was in fact there. 

Li~utenant MAGUIRE. Yes, sir. . .? Yet, as I understand it, you don't put a lot of credibility in-you 

Senator SMITH. Well, that's not true of Mr. Garwood, IS It. You don't put a lot of focus on second- or third-hand reports. As a 

have first-hand live sighting reports of Robert Garwood after 1973, I118tter of fact, for the most part you're investigating the first-hand 

between 1973 and 1979, and those reports turned out to be accU- ones and not the second- and third-hand ones, correct? 

rate, isn't that correct? . h Mr. SHEETZ. I would not agree with that characterization. We use 

Lieutenant MAGUIRE. Yes, Sir. earsay reporting, second, third, no matter what hand. We use it 

Senator SMITH. Then what you said is inaccurate. . . ISm part of our database that is worked into every analysis that our 

Mr. SHEETZ. I believe Garwood's reports are stIll under InvestJga- 0 Ice undertakes. 

tion. H Id ' Senator SMITH. I would agree with that. I know you do, but when 

The CHAIRMAN. No, no, no, no, no. Hold on a second. 0 on a I ve looked at some of the reports, some of the conclusions that 

second. . h d . 1" t wh~re drawn in the summaries of these live sightings say, second- or 

Mr. SHEETZ. Well, they are for us, because we Just a an Inves 1- Ird:hand report, and pretty much use that as a reason for de-

gator over there who followed up on five separate reports. I bUnkmg it, because it is a second- or third-hand report which you 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, it was my understandIng~orrect me. can't substantiate 

think I asked this question earlier today, that there were some 300 But I just want to make one statement. As I listened to what you 

Garwood reports, and you said yes. G d~y-and maybe you could just respond to it, because this is what's 

Mr. SHEETZ. That's correct. Those are sightings of Robert ar- Imcult for all of us to understand. What you have said, I kind of 

wood. Bense what I would call a distortion alert, for want of a better 

The CHAIRMAN. Correct. ~ase, but you say 100 percent of live sightings in captivity are 

Senator SMITH. You misunderstood me. -,ung. That's the bottom line. 

The CHAIRMAN. The sightings of Robert Garwood, some of them saYou haven't gotten-you don't put any credibility on them. You 

. ht· gs of Garwood that were made by people who came out y bod 
were slg m . t? no y, none of these reports account for anybody, so 100 per-

of Vietnam post-Homecoming, corree . cent of them are wrong in captivity after 1973, but 1,171 might sur-
~~ SHRETZ. Y~s~ir~ ________________________ ~ __________ ~ __ ~ ____ __ 
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vive, and you don't rule out the possibility that people are alive, so 
I don't understand the logic there. 

Mr. SHEETZ. Well, we have in our active investigative inventory 
as of this moment 110 first-hand sightin~ reports. 

A fair proportion of those, I think it s 60 or so, are people who 
were alleged to be in a captive situation. 

Those reports are the active, investigative inventory, and I can't 
tell you at this point in time whether one of those reports, two of 
those reports, ten of those reports or all of those reports might turn 
out to be live American prisoners, but it's our job to investigate 
those. Senator SMITH. Well, we know for a fact, and it has been given 
here by everyone, that on 300 times and 300 occasions, an Ameri· 
can was sighted post·1973. It was Robert Garwood and those people 
told the truth. We know that. 

And there are also numerous cases-and I will point out and ask 
for your response on it and then I will let you proceed. In the case 
of the infamous mortician, the mortician testimony to DIA over the 
years regarding his sightings, regarding preparation of remains 
and so forth-that story is pretty common knowledge-was deter· 
mined to be accurate and valid in terms of what he told the DIA 
regarding preparation of remains and so forth. 

And he also said that he saw two Americans alive, POW's, who 
were in some way related to loading those remains or whatever it 
was at the time of the sighting. But he saw them, and the conclu· 
sion-I assume what you are saying there is that the conclusion 
there is that you do not have a conclusion on that sighting. Is that 
one of the ones that is still open ended? 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yes it is, sir. 
Senator SMITH. But when you say there is no evidence, and I 

mean you just added up on the overhead no evidence, I cannot for 
the life of me understand your definition of evidence. When you 
have a witness that you have determined who is credible, you have 
300 people who said they saw an American who turned out to be 
an American who was there, you now have a person that you be­
lieve-and frankly, we have proven most of what he said regarding 
the remains-he also said I saw two American POW's. 

And you say that is open ended. Why is that not evidence? What 
would have to be added to that particular case, and just to that 
particular case, to make that evidence in your defmition? 

Mr. SHEETZ. I believe what the mortician said, sir, was that he 
saw two Westerners, and that he had been told that they could 
have been POW's. I don't believe he knew them from his own per· 
sonal knowledge. 

Senator SMITH. He said he had seen them under guard, because 
he told me that himself. 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yeah, but we don't know for sure that they're Amer­
ican-they were American POW's. I don't know whether they were 
or whether they aren't. And those reports are--

Senator SMITH. Well, why is he believable in one category and 
not in another. Mr. SHEETZ. I'm not disbelieving him. I'm not disbelieving him· 

Senator SMITH. Well, then is that not evidence then? I mean I 
am not--
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Mr. SHEETZ. It is. 
Senator SMITH. Well, then why should you say I't 18' t 'd •• SHEETZ Th t ' . d no eVI ence ",r. .' e no Ion IS 0 we have compelling e . d th' 

we can pomt out ~ the President, or to this commit~ ence at 
know. where. t~ere IS an American prisoner right now wh~ t~i!,i,;,;,e 
he~d m captIVIty, and. I don't have that information I do 't thO kg 
thiS commIttee does eIther. . n m 

Senator SMI":H. I understand that. But I am 'u t . 
say that there 18 no evidence I just think that J s lr

ymg
, when we 

anguish out there when we get into a debate o~ea .~ causeA a lot of 
is one of the things I have been saying and have eb:.e enc\. ~'!J~at 
and taken to task for by some in the agenc bl' t c.rI ICIZ or 
Jieve there is evidence and I believe I J'ust gYa Pe

u 
IC y, IS that I be­it. v you an example of 

a:: ~~E=. ~:t s~ff just points out to me that what the morti· 

POW's, but he though~\h:e~~ui'3~:;.b:h·d Jhat they were not 
SenlfatordSMITH. That is not what he told m~n a~d I talked to him 

myse an we had him deposed th ' read that deposition. on e record. I would urge you to 

Mr. SHEETZ. I'd be pleased to read it 
Senator SMITH And h I 'd . . after Hom . . e ~ so sal -you S81d there were no POW's 

_A_ H ecom!-llg. You did not say right now' you said no POW' 
_we omecomlng. ' s 
~:;;?IRMAN. Lieutenant, are you wrapped up or were you in· 

Lieutenant MAGUIRE. I'm interrupted 
ire CHAIRMAN. Okay, let us get back 'to the track here 

::~~~t ~~~¥I~;~c~0~nwI10j~~d h~:~~n~~~~reY:ti~~s i~ 
~hting th~t~e a~c~'::n:i°f:~Oth tthat goes Sobeyond the firsth~nd 
mteUigenc AI th a. pe,rson. we have additional 
~.nce :hat :'~ hac::' 0~7~~an~ sd~l?-dtmgsl confirm a lot of the in· 

r d Just like . se m IVI ua s. 
are still to 9UI~k1y f~llo~ up. As of today, over 100 re rts 
~de.rnder actIve mvestlgatlOn, as we've just discussed. po 

have u=~n~o~r~?~~' ~~~~ther, firsth~d. live sighting reports 
Jl!!Ople, both accounted for a d separate ~Idents involving 237 
Plcts all hearsay live si htin n unaccoun for. This graphic de­
JIeoAnPle who get their inf~rma~:;ports'dHeadrsa~ reports come from 

example of a hearsa ~on ~n thIrd hand. 
~V'!larket, a friend of a ~rf:~rtH' my friend told me, I heard it at 
&II Ietna h . earsay reports vary by c t 
iog repo':;;: "::d7h~ r~';i" t!ccount for abo~t half of all liv~~?gi7t: 
~ual firsthand re~rts. Howe~~intt de~Ils and descriptions of 
&tan almost 80 percent of the live sightinOS

, earsay re~rts account 
Lik ceo they are vague in detail g reports, and m many in· 

Ilea e off·the-scope cases disc~ . TRay reports are difficult to v .earher. by C!,ptain Chambers, 
=<:ms in investigating firsthan~I~J'rh mvesbgI~te. <?ne.of the 

IS the large number of people' So thearsay Ive sightmg re­m u east AsIa who look like 
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Americans and are reported as U.S. POW's. We call this group of 
individuals look-alikes. 

This group includes Amerasians, Afroasians, Eurasians, Russian 
advisors, Western diplomats, missionaries, drug traffickers, and 
tourists. For instance, Johnny King, an Asian who often passed 
himself off as a United States POW. 

[Slide.) 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. Or this Eurasian, photographed at the 

Fatima Drug Reeducation Center in Ho Chi Minh City. 
[Slide.) 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. Here is a young Afroasian who has been 

identified in numerous reports as an American POW named 
Walter T. Robinson. The real Walter T. Robinson is a caucasian 
living in the Midwest. He was never listed as a POW or a MIA. 

Senator SMITH. Is there not also a Walter Robinson who is a 
black man missing? 

Mr. SHEETZ. There is not. Not an American from the war, not an 
American military. 

Senator SMITH. There is a Robinson, black man, who is missing. 
Is that not correct? 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, from the Glomar. 
[Slide.) 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. I'm sure everyone here is familiar with 

this photo, which was alleged to be Daniel Borah, Jr., and later 
found to be a Lao tribesman named Ahrao. 

[Slide.) 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. And this photo of Gunther Dittrich, which 

was purported to be former U.S. Army Captain Donald Carr. 
[Slide.) 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. And this photo, which was identified as 

missing A.mericans John Robertson, Albro Lundy, and Larry Ste­
vens, is an altered version of a photo which came from a 1989 Cam· 
bodian version of Soviet Union Magazine. In the magazine the 
original photo appears in a story about collective farming in the 
Ukraine in the 1920's. And as you can see, none of the individuals 
in the original have a mustache. 

The subjects of all of these photos have at one time or another 
been reported to be U.S. POW's, or have been passed off as U.S. 
POW's, or have passed themselves off as U.S. POW's. Investigating 
these reports is important, but it is also extremely difficult and 
time consuming. These photos are a vivid example of why more 
than a single picture or a single report is required to verify B 

POW's existence. 
[Slide.) 
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Lieutenant MAGUIRE. This graphic represents all firsthand live 
sighting reports in red, and all hearsay live sighting reports which 
were detailed enough to be plotted in blue. This is the larger ver­
sion from which your map was extracted. 

The CHAIRMAN. And the reason it is larger is that you have all of 
them. 

Lieutenant MAGUIRE. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. There is no screen there. 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. No, sir. As you can see, there were some 

areas where the reporting tends to be heavier and gives a clustered 
appearance. Some members of the Senate Committee staff believe 
that the reports within some of these areas prove that a U.S. POW 
was held past Operation Homecoming. Our understanding is that 
Senate staffers used three criteria to reach that conclusion. 

[Slide.] 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. These three criteria are shown here. How­

ever, to reach these conclusions about clusters, other types of intel­
ligence were ignored and only a handful of the over 1,500 source 
reports were used. 

[Slide.] 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. DIA has analyzed clusters since the mid-

1980's. In fact, when a new source report is received at DIA, it is 
standard procedure to look at all previous firsthand and hearsay 
reports in the same geographic area, and to look at any report that 
contains similar information, regardless of source Or location. 

DIA briefed the results of cluster analysis to Members of Con­
gress in 1987. In fact, a member of this committee's staff took part 
in those briefings. One of the great benefits of our own cluster 
analysis has been the wealth of knowledge about the handling of 
prisoners that we have acquired. Additionally, we have found that 
in real clusters the percentage of firsthand live sightings which 
turn out to be fabrications is notably lower than among firsthand 
reports as a whole. 

[Slide.] 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. Senate investigators identified 12 clusters 

which met their 3 criteria, and where they believe reporting indi­
cated live POW's. DIA looked at these areas, but we didn't just 
look at the source reports within these clusters. We used all the 
information which we have in our database as well. After conduct­
ing our all-source analysis, we couldn't find information to support 
the Senate staft's claims. In fact, we found that four of the areas 
identified by the staff were not clusters. 

I will briefly go through two of the areas that were identified by 
the Senate, to demonstrate what DIA's analysis showed. 

[Slide.] 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. One of the areas identified was near Dak 

Chung in Laos. DIA looked at the 16 live sighting reports from that 
area. Two were firsthand reports that had nothing in common with 
the hearsay reports. The firsthand report, one of which was an aC­
curate description of an accounted-for American moving up the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail. The source of the second firsthand report admitted 
lying. 

[Slide.] 
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Lieutenant MAGUI!tE. Senate investigators called Dak Chun a 
cluster because of SIX hearsay reports that recounted the sa~e 
story· At first glance, these reports looked promising because th 
all seemed to corroborate ~a~h other. But in-depth analysis show:a' 
that all the reports were SImIlar because one of the six SOurces had 
told the san:'e story to the other five. What we are left with is not a 
cl~r of SIX, but '!- cluster of one. And that one SOUrce admitted 
Iymg about hIS. OrIginal story, so now we have no cluster. 

Of the remammg hearsay reports, three were too vague to lot 
geogT,!-phlcally, and one of these recounts the story of a free-li~ng 
Amerlcan, hIS WIfe and two children. This hearsay story has been 
frequently reco,:,nted th!(:lUg~out Laos and Vietnam, particularly 
among the ethmc mmOrIties m those two countries All th t . . th to . th I t' . . a vanes 
ID . e s ry. IS e oca Ion given for where the American and h' 
fam!ly are hVIng. IS 

The remaining hearsay reports are from ethnic minorities who 
heard a. story second- or thtrd-han? from their uncle, nephew, or 
brother-m-!aw. Ma!ly of these ~torIes are so vague in detail that 
they. are ~fficult, If not ImpoSSIble, to investigate. The ts 
can my~tigate turn out to be false. repor we 

AddItIOnally, anot~er common theme is that almost all of the re­'irts are coupled wlt.h requests for monetary assistance. Once the 
c uster of one SOurce IS removed, you are left with reports scatte ed = a large area that do not have anything to do with each other 

are vague at best. So DIA has concluded that Dak Chung is not 
~'t:,ter, dbut we. cou.1d only reach that conclusion by carefully 

S 
. g an mvestlgatmg each report. 

~ hde.] 
cl~utenK~ MAGUIRE; Another area identified by the Senate as a 
a r IS am Keut. In Laos. Let me say first that Kham Keut is 
.:!.~~rt·hThe cluster IS centered around the only four firsthand re­
rvi~s~ In at area. 

L !ide.] 
the;euti'nant MAGUIRE. These firsthand reports are all true and 
tionai' concern th<; detectIon of a U.S. civilian and a forei ' na­
The In that area m 1975. This goes back to what I said e1f::.lier 
high.,';"rh~~U:~e of true firsthand reports within real clusters i~ 

Amon th h percentage of true firsthand reports on the whole 
from g I e earsay re.po~ts, once again, more than half com~ 
are :V~ e who g.ot theIr mf~rmation from a relative, and most 
Who 8Skedg~e, again, to InvestIgate. Almost all come from people 
them in obtai~in~Of~~rh!~ p~~fcef hthe ~OW's rescue, Or to assist 

Four of th 0 IS eXIstence. 

~~ o~~~~~~~:~~r~~~~~s~~o:~~~~t"L;~S~ T~!~~ ~y~:S f~~~ 
Ports echoing the fl a IOn fa ut an unaccounted for pilot. Re-

Three f th h yers come rOm all over Laos. 
nationals

o 
in :he e:~y Thports a~e .abou~ the detention of foreign 

\'ague to I' .' e remaInmg SIX reports are either t 
can and ~ °i~~~fylu~~n[h:nothert~ltlory dabo~t the free living Ame~ 
~lide.] , yare S I un er Investigation. 

Iing;:'u~~:?: MAGUIRE. fAfter care,ful analysis, we did not find a 
or group 0 reports wlthm any of the 12 areas identi-
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fied by the Senate which would confirm that a U.S. POW was held 
against his will after the war. But in summary, our analysis indi­
cates that source reports, particularly live sighting reports, remain 
the largest and most accurate type of post-war intelligence on 
POW's and MIA's. 

However, it cannot be stressed strongly enough that relying On 
this one SOllrce of intelligence or any other single source of intelli­
gence can be dangerously misleading. Responsible analysis requires 
input from a variety of intelligence sources. 

[Slide.] 
Lieutenant MAGUIRE. We conclude with the following assess­

ment. After years of post-war searching, thousands of reports eval­
uated, and every available means of intelligence collection em­
ployed, no single report or combination of reports has ever been 
able to confirm that American prisoners of war remained in captiv­
ity after Operation Homecoming in 1973. 

Nonetheless, the many unanswered questions that remain con­
tinue to bring us back to the United States Government position on 
this issue, which precludes ruling out the possibility that Ameri­
cans may remain captive in Indochina. For that reason, we will 
continue our investigations using every intelligence resource that 
the U.S. possesses to achieve the fullest possible accounting for our 
missing Americans. Thank you. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Lieutenant. Mr. Sheetz or 
General, do you want to add anything to your briefers, who have 
done a good job here in giving us an overview, before we get into 
some of the particulars on the clusters? 

Mr. SHEETZ. No. 
General CLAPPER. What we'd like to do, sir, is change places here 

and bring some of our experts up to address the specific questions, 
if that's all right with you. 

Senator SMITH. Could I ask one specific question before you go. 
Lieutenant, in the briefings that you had up there on the clus­

ters, it is my understanding from our staff that Dak Chung was not 
clustered. We did not do an analysis of that, so I do not know 
where that information came from. 

Lieutenant MAGUIRE. Sir, I have a report that was forwarded to 
us where that was identified as a cluster. 

Senator SMITH. Well, we did not do the analysis on it at the com­
mittee, so I would be interested in doing that. 

The second point-and I will not ask you to go back and put the 
slide back up there-but you said that-I believe your slide said 
since the early 1980's, that this technique was used. Then I would 
ask, maybe, General Clapper to respond to this one before you guys 
leave. 

The statement that was made in the 1985, 25 September 1985 
Brooks report said: 

We note that DIA has never employed some of the most basic analytical teCh­
niques such as plotting all sightings on a map to look for patterns a nd concentra­
tions. 

So that statement is inaccurate by Admiral Brooks, is that cor­
rect? 
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General CLAPP~R. Well, that was in 1987. I was speaking to 
what-the analyttc practices that are followed now. 

Senator SM~TH. So then your testimony is up until 1987, you did 
not do analYSIS ~y pattern concentrations, and you did after 1987. 
Is that your testimony? 

Genera l CLAPPER. I can't testify specifically what was or wasn't 
done, in 1987 or before. 

Senator SMITH. Well, I ~ould like somebody to. Who can? 
. ~Ieutenant MAGUlR,E. It s m:y understanding that we began doing 
It 10 1986, and I don t .know If that was In response to criticisms 
made about our analYSIS pnor to that, or if it was something that 
was developed In the office. 
. Senator SMITH. So pl!-ttern analysis was not done. Your testimony 
IS that pattern analYSIS was not done until 1987, so that Admiral 
Brooks was correct. 

Lieutenant MAGUIRE. No, 1987 it was actually briefed to Con­
gress. They actually had been doing it for awhile, and brought the 
results of that In to Congress. 

Senator SMITH. ~ you are s~ying Brooks is wrong, then. 
Mr. SHEETZ. AdmIral Brooks report was in 1985. 
Senator SMITH. That is right. 
Mr. SHEET~. Th~ office started using the technique, as clearly as 

I can determIne, In depth In 1986. And in 1987 was the first time 
we brought forward the results of computer-generated plottings, as 
:::: of bnefs that we brought up to the Hill to oversight commit-

~nator SMITH. I guess I am not clear on your answer. You are 
saYIng to me, then, that for 12 years after the war we did not ana­!r" through patterns of concentrations of sighting reports based on 

e content, but you did it after the Brooks memorandum was criti­::ai of t~at. Th~n you are saying-I am just trying to clarify it; I am 
'to . trlY9mg to gIve you a hard time. Is that when you started doing I, m 87? 

M'i; SHEETZ. No. Our database has always been accessible by geo­= IC search. So when analysts would go into the database 
port!h~h they do It now Or did it back then, they could retrieve r'; 
now th at related to a geographic area. We're much better at it 
tures thn we used to be. We've got more sophisticated query struc-
by an ~e used to. But we had the ability to isolate out reports 

leographlC area. 
the ~~t 1~~g,k Y started doing computer plots of data points until 
didn' - . s. ou know the PC's really weren't developed and 
have tt!,et mto the Government until 1982-83. So, ideally, it would 
weren't en mc~ If we would have had a PC in 1973-74, but they 
analytic ~:i' mvented back then and weren 't there to use as an 

is ~~to'i SMITH. I would just say that is correct on the PC's but it 
ted on ~h y not Correct that those things could not have bee'n plot­
effort b te'tmap WIthout a PC. It would have been a little mOre 

And u I certaInly ~ould have been done. 
Was co;rour testlmo,:!y IS that it was not done; that Admiral Brooks 
Until 198ftAth: t ~hls techmque was not used, as I understand it 

. n t at IS your testimony, which contradicts what wa~ 



76 

up on the chart which said in the early 1980's you used these tech­
niques That is all I am saying. h h t 

The ·CHAIRMAN. I think, Bob-I am not sure, .was t ~re a c ar 
that I missed? The chart that I saw up there said that 10 1987 the 
cluster briefing was made to Congress. 

Mr SHEETZ. That is correct. . 
Th~ CHAIRMAN. And I th\nk that is e,;actly what the testimony 

was just now. Was there a different chart. 
Senator SMITH. I would like to see that chart. 
The CHAIRMAN. I think the chart says--can we show the chart. I 

think the chart said 1987. ~ ed 
Senator SMITH. But there was another chart that also re.err , 

back to the early eighties. ~ do not want to take the committee s 
time I do not remember which chart It was. . 

M;. SHEETZ. I think the right people to ask that. questIOn of are 
oin to be the next group of people that are gomg to come up. 
~he: have been doing the analysis for. the longest time at DIA, and 
they can tell you from firsthand experience. . 

Senator SMITH. I believe there was a statement 10 the chart that 
said we always did cluster analysis or pattern analysIs. I am only 
going by memory. I would be happy to be corrected, but that IS the 

way I recall it. ·d 1980' . d to Lieutenant MAGUIRE. My text reads the ml - s 10 regar 
cluster analysis. . h t th t 

Senator SMITH. Do you say on there somewhere 10 t e tex a 
you always did pattern analysis. . DIA 

Lieutenant MAGUIRE. No, sir, I did not say that. I said that 
has analyzed clusters since the mid-1980's. . , 

Senator SMITH. So you did not do It be~ore the mld-1980 s. 
The CHAIRMAN. That is what he testIfied to, that ~n 1986 they 

began doing it, or 1985-1986. That the first cluster briefing ,,:as to 
1987, but that prior to that there was none done. I thmk that IS the 
testimony. 

Senator SMITH. Okay. 
The CHAIRMAN. Why do we not move on. to-first cluster, so­

called is the Hanoi Cluster. And what we WIll turn to now IS the 
infor;'ation with respect to downtown Hanoi, The Citadel. If you 
could ask those people who will be briefing on thIS to come up, that 
would be helpful. h . 

If I could ask each of you gentlemen who are new to t e wItness 
table if you would rise so I could swear you 10, please. Would YIll 
raise your right hands. Do you swear to tell the truth, the who e 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God. 

Mr. SYDOW. I do. 
Mr. DESTATTE. I do. 
Mr GRAY. I do. 1 1 h of 
Th~ CHAIRMAN. Would you identify yourse ves, pease, eac 

you for the record. DIA I'm 
Mr. GRAY. Sir, I am Mr. Warren Gray of POW/MIA . 

chief of the current operations branch. . 
M S I, Gary Sydow. I'm chief of the analYSIS branch. r YDOW. m . 1 st 

. DESTATTE I'm Robert DeStatte, semor ana Y . 
Mr. C . Co ld you J·ust say each of you, how long yoU The HAIRMAN. u 'POW. 

have been at DIA and working on the lssue. 
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Mr. DESTATTE. I worked on a brief assignment with this office in 
1978 and I joined it full time in 1979 and have been with it since. 

M;. SYDOW. I've been with DIA since January, 1985. 
Mr. GRAY. I've worked the POW issue starting in 1973 with the 

Joint Casualty Resolution Center in Thailand. I arrived at DIA in 
1984. 

The CHAIRMAN. Now gentlemen, as you heard earlier, the staff 
took a number of live sighting reports, hearsay and firsthand, and 
has plotted them on this map. The screen, as you heard, has been 
fairly extensive; i.e., there are no Garwood plottings. 

Single reports were not used. No smugglers, none where you said 
there was fraud, none where--only a condition of captivity has 
been reported, not anybody living freely. Missionaries have been 
eliminated and so forth . So what you see there refers to folks who 
have been reported to be-or instances where people have been re­
ported to be held in a prisoner status. 

The 70 sightings in Hanoi City include 22 firsthand sightings 
from 20 separate individuals and 48 hearsay SOurces. We under­
stand that you have evaluated 13 firsthand live sightings as fabri­
cations. There are a number that are not fabrications, and we have 
a list of those. 

But what I would like to do is ask you with particularly now, if 
you would refer to the live sighting reports that are plotted for 
Hanoi and help us to understand this in a more detailed fashion. 
We have had the broad picture from you.Now I would like to get 
you to sort of look underneath a little bit, and help us to look at 
the process by which you have determined that a report is not, in 
fact, what it purports to be. 

Let me direct your attention specifically to number 7591, which 
is a live sighting report. I might, for the record, ask you-there is a 
very large distribution of this report, and I was struck by the 
breadth of distribution. Do you have that report in front of you? 

[Pause.) 
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. DeStatte or Mr. Sydow, do you have that 

DOW? You do not have those reports. 
Mr. SYDOW. No, sir. 

. The CHAIRMAN. Folks, these are the reports that have been iden­
tified to you. These are the foundations--

Mr. SYDOW. This is not one of the cases that was identified for us. 
Senator SMITH. It is or it is not? 
Mr. DESTATTE. Is not. 
Mr. SHEETZ. We were told to focus our preparation work on the 

43 high-interest cases, and that's what we have brought up here 
Prepared to discuss today. 
of The CHAIRMAN . You are not prepared to discuss the foundation 

the Hanoi cluster? 
Mr. SHEETZ. We'll be prepared to talk about the cluster in gener­

al, but we have detailed information, as the committee indicated to 
US to be ready for, on the 43 detailed cases. And if that case is not 
:::. the list that was passed to us previously, I doubt that we're 

Ing to have that ready. 
Mr. DESTATTE. Mr. Chairman. 
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The CHAIRMAN. What about 8621. Do you have live sighting 
report 8621? . . 

Mr. DESTA'ITE. Mr. Chairman, on 7591, earlIer I belIeve Mr. 
Smith described that case in summary. And if I'm not mistaken, 
that's the source who talked about an underground prison near Ho 
Chi Minh's Tomb. I could make a few general observations about 
that. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well let me read it to you. I mean you guys have 
dealt with this stuff, and it will not hurt to kind of go through it. 
Let me just ask you first of all, on your live sighting ~eports do you 
have live sighting report 8621? You have a lIve slghtmg report 
8621, correct? 

Mr. DESTA'ITE. Yes, we do. 
The CHAIRMAN. Turning just to the heading on that, because I 

was, as I said, struck by the distribution on these; tell me If y,:lU 
will, or tell the committee, who thiS lIve slghtmg report was diS­
tributed to? 8621, do you have that in front of you? 

Mr. DESTA'ITE. Yes, I have it. 
The CHAIRMAN. In the heading I see that it goes to CNO Wash­

ington; CSAF, Washington; CMC, Washington; AFIS, Bowling Air 
Force Base. It goes to the Secretary of State. It went to--:-I am not 
familiar with all of the titles here-but CMCCC, Washmgton. It 
went to Fort Meade, another grouping to Fort Meade. Is that cor­
rect or not? 

Mr. SYDOW. Yes, sir, it is correct. 
The CHAIRMAN. Those are all people info' ed on this. Is that cor­

rect? 
Mr. DESTA'ITE. Either action or info. 
The CHAIRMAN. The reason I ask this is it goes to JCS, Sec Def­

Secretary of Defense-U.S. CINCPAC, CIA, JCRC Commander. I 
mean for those who have been harping about conspiracy in this, it 
just strikes me that that kind of breadth of distribution sort of 
denies the concept that anybody was keepmg very much from any­
body. It is a pretty broad distribution. You would have to have 
every low-level code reader and everybody in the entire Govern­
ment sort of sworn to some secrecy here to avoid this stuff being 
talked about. 

Mr. SHEETZ. If I could add something to that, sir. You'll find es­
sentially two separate lists there. There will be-in the middle of 
that list there will be dates. And the addresses below that hst were 
the original addresses. Then above that, there will be another list 
that are mostly Washington area consumers. 

And then another date at the top; that's the date the JCS mes­
sage re-addressal system essentially routed that report, that was 
not originally going to that list, to essentially a very Wide con­
sumer base here in the Washington area. So you get two hsts of 
addresses with each message. . 

The CHAIRMAN. And it is indeed fairly broad, as I have deSCribed 
it. Is that correct? 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. I . 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, having said that, help us to eva uate It. 

Here is a report which on its face says th~ followlng: The source, 8 
Vietnamese staying at the refugee camp In Pusan, Korea, who aC~ 
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quired the information from his friend. Reliability of the source 
has not been established. 

Until 1985 an underground detention facility located adjacent to 
the Ho Chi Mmh MemOrial m HanOi, the Vietnamese-it had pos_ 
sibly been used for American prisoners of war. In 1970, the Viet­
namese Government constructed-it goes through the construction 
process. 

The Vietnamese Government constructed the underground de­
tentIOn faCIlity at the same time Ho Chi Minh's Tomb was con­
structed. The constructIOn of Ho Chi Minh's Tomb began in 1969 
and was completed circa 1970. The civilian construction workers se­
lected b~ the government went through a thorough background in­
vestigatIOn. T~e rum,!~-I underhne rumor-eoncerning the under­
ground detentIOn. faCIlity was started by some of the construction 
work~r~ who participated m the construction, and it goes on. 

ThiS IS one of the. flags that is represented up here, correct. Is 
that correct? Where IS our team of people here? 

Mr. LEORO. That's correct. . 
Th~ CHAIRMAN. This is one of the flags represented up here. Now 

explam to me how should we thmk about this particular report? It 
~ys many of the Vietnamese general populace believe SOme Amer­
Ican prisoners of war are still detailed in a very secret place a d 
here IS the report. ' n 

How do you evaluate it? What did you do with it? How should we 
look at that today? 
I MOr. DESTA'ITE. Sir, let me address that first. I spent approximate­
y 1 of the last 18 months m Hanor. And while I don't have that 

h
report m front of me, some general observations I think ml'ght be 
~~. ' , 

, I had freedom of movement throughout Hanoi and the surround­
~ret I am very alfgressive in seeking out a wide variety of con-

, orma!ly and mformally, throughout the city. I traveled 
J:>und the city every spare moment I had. One of the things that I 
8O~e looked mt~ IS the possibility of an underground facility of 
, e sort: I ,can t find any eVidence that there is even a basement 
111 any bUlldmg anywhere in that country. 
ch As a 'fatter .of fact, I spoke to one French engineer who's in 
1D:~te to a maJ~r re!"odelling project there, and he explained to 
onl a even sWlmmmg pools have to be placed above ground or 
wa~ P:~ltll.lf' submerged, because of some idiosyncracies with 'the 
I'eci r . e. m not an engIneer, construction engineer so I can't 
pn,~ thbj per~ectly-what he said perfectly, but he finds it incom­
bere' nSI e t at there, wou!d be an underground facility. And 

I hS a man whose busmess IS doing that sort of thing. 
ever ave ,looked around the city, and with one possible exception 
abo'; SWlmm10g 'p?ol that I can find in and around that city is a'; 
the t':;1l~o~bd .f~?lht:r; agham~ an indication of problems there. Also, 
infor s UI 10g 10 t e city IS 10 stories high, and I understand 
And ially tlhat It n,.quIred an exception to get a building that high 
th' . am a so told 1Oformally by residents of the area th t .' 
th::'~s a restrIctIOn that is imposed by some of the soil c~~d~fi~I~~ 
an U 'dAnd, aga1O, r,elat1Og to the unlikelihood that there would be 

n erground faclhty of any sort in that area, 
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Now that does not prove that there was not an underbglro~nd f"k 
I . 1 saying that what I have been a e 0 P'C 

~~i\~ ~~rf~fo:~al'~~1iries around the city in 10 months suggests 

that there i: n~;ticular area is open to the public. It is an area that 
. A~so, tha p rk The communist headquarters is acroSS the street 
IS t e d:~o~~a right on the edge of the big plaza there. The govern­
or, ~:rhead u~rters is across the street. Two major tounst attrac­
me to\he left of the memorial , and the left rear of the memo­
t~ols t~re Ho Chi Minh Tomb, you have thousands of people in that 
na , e y day The likelihood that they would be holdmg Amen­
area ~is':)rners i~ an environment like that, I would hold is low. 
caN.;w I concede that that is not proof th~t there are none. Bdt we 
have been unable to come up with an,Y md,catlOn, any eVI ence, 
that suggests that that particular sl tor,Yfi's ~rue.g. ven to that specific 

The CHAIRMAN. What was the c assl Ica IOn I 

reM;t?DESTAITE. Sir, I don't have the report in front of me. I don't 

knT~~ CHAIRMAN. Does anybody have a copy of th~t report? I do 
not know how it did not get there. It is on the list, 7091. 

~~ r~~I~s::2N . Well, let me turn your attention next to 8621: 
live si hting report 8621. The source came fro~ ThaIland. It was a 
D gber 1986 report as follows: The Slghtmg IS firsthand and 
h ec::y And in December of 1986 the source, who practlced herbal 

ead · .. . ·ted a PAVN general officer in Ly Nam De Street to 
me lClne, VlSl 
treat the general for kidney st~nes. th bserved four 

From a room in the general s quarters, e source 0 
to five caucasians in striped (reddish stripes <;>n. tan background) 
uniforms through a barred iron gate 10 an adJommg wall. The. gen­
eral's 30 year old son told the source that those ':'Iere . Amerlcans 
and that 30 were being kept in an underground pnson 10 the com-

po¥~~. source later told that he had worked on an underground fai 
d H Ch· M· h 's Tomb and that there was a tunne 

~~~% ,:';de~r the
O ma~sol~~m. to The 'Citadel. He believed Americans 

were being held in the facIlity. h t d the 
And that is supposedly under analysis. Now query: w ~ oes t 

committee think of that? What should the commIttee thmk of tha 

repo;:? SyDOW. As you noted, Mr. Chairma,:" that report is stil~ 
u!e~ analysis. We would reflect that ~el?"rtmgf fN~. othfr D:::;. 
ers who we've had go through the Mmlstry 0 a IOna or 
Area As Mr. DeStatte has pointed out, that's not a closed a 
deni~d area. We have talked to peldople wl: wt~l~~~r~~;~t;~~t\:~eof 
There's no reportmg that wou . corrO . ra 
any underground facility 10 th,s time penod· lk d d idden my bi­

Mr. DESTAITE. I might add that I have;e~re ot~he' Citadel area 
cycle down that street, aroun~ ~~n~~1 I've stopped and chatted 
several times over the past 1 I've chatted with people whO 

. h th ds at various entrances. . .. h WIt e guar d l' e talked to clvlhans W 0 run soup 
work inside that compoun. v 
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atands and other business establishments around the perimeter of 
it. and just people who are passing through the area. 

I have yet to f10d someone who was not aware that American 
pOW's were held across the street at number 17 Ly Nam De Street 
during the war. I have yet to find anyone who has not scoffed at 
the idea that American POW's were held there after the war. And 
given the nature of neighborhood gossip or rumor mill and so forth, 
if there was indication-if there were any POW's in that area, I'm 
quite sure that it would be of general interest in the neighborhood. 

And a couple of comments that might give some perspective to 
that. Here when we leave work we go home, we turn on the TV 
1M we go out and work in the garden, we have a number of-we 
go 'to the movies, go out for dinner, all sorts of pursuits like this. 
Because of the economic situation in Vietnam and for other rea­
lOllS, that's not the common practice there. 

And I've talked to a lot of folks-we'll take 17 Ly Nam De Street 
which is in this-is mentioned in this report here. Abutting that is 
an elevated railroad trestle, and it's common practice for the kids 
in the neighborhood--<Jr during the war it was common practice 
for the kids in the neighborhood to get up on that trestle and 
_tch for the American prisoners, to make faces at them, to call to 
them, and hope that the prisoners would call back. 

The kids would go home and tell their friends about it. I mean 
you should see these guys. They're so big. They're blond. They're 
blue eyed. It was really quite an exciting adventure for them. And, 
III course, the other kids in the neighborhood, then they want to 
lit their chance at it. 

And word spreads very very rapidly of anything unusual in the 
ane. If there had been American prisoners in that area, with the 
atensive efforts that we've made over the years to confirm that, 
we SUre as the devil would have confirmed it. And the fact that 
we've been unable to f10d one citizen in that neighborhood who is 
~ convinced that all American prisoners were released in 1973, I 
think is a strong indication that this particular story is not true. 

The CHAIRMAN. Now let me-before I come back to that answer, 
~ ,!re aware that there were tunnels and air raid shelters in that 
VlCUllty. Is that correct? 
~r. DESTAITE. Tunnels, no. There were air raid shelters there; 

we re aware of SOme of them. The only thing that would qualify as 
a tunnel in that area is the sewer system, which I am told by 
peo~le 10 Hanoi resembles the sewer system of Paris, not surpris­
~ masmuch as the French were the ones who designed the city. 

t tunnels, per se, no. 
TheCHAIRMAN. Well the sewer system-I do not want to get-I 
~ If It resembles the catacombs of Paris, that is a pretty serious 
-.mel. 
""~~. DESTATTE. I'm not sure that I would describe it as resem­
-og the catacombs. All I know is they-I am told that it looks-it 
~mbles the sewer system in Paris. And much of that-I suspect 
pert, some of the speculation about a tunnel derives from a newspa­
J4ar'kf a few years ago when they were renovating the Dong Xuan 

et, the mall market in northeaster Hanoi city. 
re!'Dle of ~he excavation wor~ that was going on attendant to the 

nstructlon Or the renovatIOn, they had to go into one of the 
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sewer lines. And they, according to the new~paper report, found 
the remains of a communist soldier who had died-for som~ reason 
had been down in there and died during the war agamst the 
French. It's only a guess on my part, but I suspect that the kernel 
of truth in some of these stories about a tunnel are rumors that 
have grown from that one particular newspaper report. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let me help you out a little bit .here. Subsequent 
steps that you took, in fact, indicated that .U .S. pnsoners were held 
at something called the Alcatraz Camp m the rear of the com-
pound at number 4 Ly Nam De. Is that accurate? . . . 

Mr. DESTATTE. That is correct, sir. That was simply a bUlld~ng 
that was converted to that use: not a prison camp per se. T!tey ve 
also constructed-there is a new building und~r constructIOn at 
that site as we speak, based on personal observatIOn. 

If I could add a comment about the prisons. We talked about the 
prison camps in Hanoi. When the war started, whe'.! Commander 
Alvarez was captured in Au~~t 1964, the. P~VN dId not have a 
prison camp srstem. So the mIlitary orgamzatlOn tha~ was res~n­
sible for POW s borrowed space from the ministry. of ~tenor m Its 
prison in Hanoi what we've come to call the HanOi Hliton. 

As the number of prisoners increased, it became. necessary to 
fmd other facilities. So the military then tasked v.anous elements 
of the military that had facilities that could be SUItably converted 
to a detention or temporary facility, to do so. 

The POW camp the U.S. POWs nicknamed "The Zoo" had been a 
film studio operated by the Military Film Institute, wJ:>ich was sub­
ordinate to the General Political Directorate of the Mlmstry of De­
fense. Likewise, the POW camp we know as number 17 Ly Nam De 
Street had been a film studio operated by the same element of .the 
General Political Directorate. The POW camp U.S. POWs mck­
named "Alcatraz" was located behind the Army Publishing House 
offices at number 2 or 4 Ly Nam De Street. The Army Publishing 
House also was subordinate to the General Political Direct<;>rate. . 

The Enemy Proselyting Department of the General Political DI­
rectorate was responsible for handling U.S. POWs. Thus, we can 
see a pattern here. As the need increased for space. to hou~e U.S. 
POWs the General Political Directorate tasked vanous of Its sub­
ordina'te elements to vacate their spaces and allow the Enemy 
Proselyting Department to use the spaces as deten~l<;>n camps for 
POWs. This partially explains how the General PolitIcal Director· 
ate selected some sites for use as POW camps. . 

The CHAIRMAN. In point of fact, did you not make a determma­
tion that neither camp had underground facilities? 

Mr. DESTA'ITE. That could be used as detention. There was 3 
large air defense shelter inside the compound at number 17 Ly 
Nam De Street, but I would not characterize that as an under· 
ground facility or detention facility. d 

The CHAIRMAN. Well what is-let me turn you now. Let us hoi 
8621 in abeyance for a moment and let me direct your attention to 
number 1054. Number 1054 was a report as follows: . 

It is a sighting report from a former PAVN truck driver W!?D 
said that while trimming trees in Ly.Nam De Street-so we are In 
the same street, different time penod-he saw four .Amencans 
standing outside a building on a porch. This occurred m JanuarY 
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19'14. In September 1978, he saw six people outside what appeared 
to be a meeting house. In both cases he thought there were more 
~l'le inside. . 

Now the resolutIOn of that case. He provided excellent drawings 
of Ly Nam De Citadel area. In that case you found it to be a fabri­
cation, saymg that the source could not have sighted as claimed in 
19'14, because he would have been in a highly rest;icted area ~nd 
his view would have been blOCked by trees and bUildings. The 1978 
sighting was probably in an area in which Soviets worked and were 
commonly present. He did provide excellent drawings of the Cita­
del area, nonetheless. 

Now here is the very same area. A different timeframe but the 
l8IIle observation. You say it is a fabrication. ' 
. Mr. DESTA'ITE. Yes, sir. As ~ matte~ of fact, I'm the person who 
mtel"Vlewed him and I partiCIpated m a polygraph examination· 
and something that apparently is not brought out here is that h~ 
failed the polygraph examination. 

But I thi'.!k his response t? our discussions following the poly­
~ph examm~tlOn m.lght .be mstructive. As you noted, he had two 
IIghtmgs: on<: m the InterIOr of the Ministry of Defense Headquar­
ters area, which some refer to as the Citadel, and the other on the 
edge of I~, on 17 Ly Nam De Street. The polygraph examination 
Ihowed hiS story to be a-showed him to be deceptive. "-

The CHAIRMAN. On what question was he deceptive? "-
Mr. DESTATTE. T~e relevant questions concerning the sightings. 

Okay, we asked him for clarification. He insisted that well the 
~Iygraph d,oesn't work on Asians or he had two or three expl,ma­
tiona, ~ don t recall accurately from memory what they were. But 
be demed that they were valid. 

I happened to have a pamph1~t ~n one of the POW camps in that 
~ that ha~ an excellent aenal Image of that area taken during 

e )",ar. I SI~p\y opened that fanfold, pointed to it, and I said 
bere san. aenal Image of that Citadel. I folded it again and I said 
l:f.w Our Imagery ~~perts haye taken a look at this and they have 
tbe°rmed us that It s Impossible for you to have climbed a tree in 

compound where you say that you were at and to have been 
able to look over the walls and see into the courtyard where you 
18flOU saw the Americans. 
made smiled and said, well, yes, y<;>u're right. I fabricated that. I 

e that. up because I was afr81d that you would not believe 
unless I saId that I had seen them at least twice. And he smiled 
::n more broadly and said words to the effect however you 
n not say that I couldn't see into the compou~d adjace;'t to 
u:n~r 17 Ly Nam De Street because there's no fence there. And 

n e defied me to prove that was wrong. 
be~~ the man was perfectly willing.to a~mit the fabrication when 
diJ a no out. But he took Some dehght In showing that we had a 
raee'j'ma; we were unable to prove, other than with the polygraph 

BU ts, that the other sighting was not true. 
~t agam, as. I poin~ed out earlier, I have been up and down that 
talk~ several times. I,:e talked.to people in the neighborhood. I've 
CO to shopkeepers In the neighborhood. I have looked into that 
Po mpound myself. If there were American POW's held in that com-

Und any time after 1973, I am confident, totally confident, that I 
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would have uncovered some indication of that in my conversations 
with the local residents. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is a fact, is it not-and having visited there 
three times in the last year I certainly would sense this-that it is 
pretty hard to walk around anywhere as a caucasian without at­
tracting significant attention stiIl. Is that not true? 

Mr. DESTATTE. That is very much true. And particularly if you're 
an American. And I know this is off the topic a little bit, but one of 
the heartwarming aspects of my 10 months in Vietnam since the 
beginning of last year is to learn that wherever I go in that Coun­
try, north or south, citr or rural, as soon as people realize that I 
am an American, there s an outpouring of warmth. There is a gen­
uine and deep affection for America. And I would say profoundly 
favorable memories of America, even ' by our adversaries. There 
was a respect that few of us are aware of. 

The CHAIRMAN. In pursuing your inquiry of this particular area, 
have you had free access and been able to go there on your own at 
any time? 

Mr. DESTATTE. That's correct, sir. I've had absolutely no restric­
tions. I'm not followed. I'm not escorted. And the local residents 
there are not at all reticent about chatting with me. As a matter of 
fact, just the converse. As soon as they realize that I'm an Ameri­
can and I speak Vietnamese quite well, crowds gather. People are 
interested in America. 

The CHAIRMAN. So even in Hanoi, in the vicinity of Ly Nam De 
Street, is it accurate to say that if you are there, kids come up to 
you, a crowd gathers fairly quickly, does it not? 

Mr. DESTATTE. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. And you have asked those people spontaneously 

whether they have ever seen any American in that vicinity? 
Mr. DESTATTE. Yes. And let me give you one anecdote that I 

think might be helpful. A few weeks ago I was taking a colleague 
who was visiting Vietnam around that very area; he had an inter­
est in that area. And we stopped at the-near the railroad trestle 
at the southeast corner of number 17 Ly Nam De Street. I posi­
tioned my friend in the middle of the street with his back towards 
17 Ly Nam De Street, and I took a couple of photographs. 

A couple of the-there were several local open-air shops that 
were selling agricultural products and so forth, vegetables, but 
there were some other shops. Well, two or three people came up to 
me and wanted to know why I was taking a picture of that area. 
And I simply responded I have some friends who used to live over 
there. And they laughed and they knew exactly what I was talking 
about. They said oh your friends must have been American pilots, 
and they chatted about the American POW's who used to be there 
in 1973 or prior to 1973. They used to go over there and try to 
catch glimpses of them. 

And I asked them how many Americans were held there after 
1973. And as this conversation was taking place the crowd is in­
creasing, and it must have been-I don't recall how many, but sev­
eral people by this time gathered around. And In unison they 
scoffed at the idea that Americans were held there after 1973. 

The CHAIRMAN. May I ask a question of our own staff here. This 
particular live sighting report that I have referred to now, number 
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1054, where the source failed a lie detector test and recanted, is 
that /lag represented up there? 

Mr. McCREARY. No. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not here. 
Mr. McCREARY. No, it is not on this map. This was a separate 

~es of analyses that we pulled together. 
The CHAIRMAN. I am not sure I understand. 
Mr. McCREARY. We did analysis on several levels. In other words, 

the map was our first analysIs and then we have continued to in­
vestigate as w,e have received materials, to follow up on other rele-
911Dt data. This one was. not on there. It was not selected because it 
was posted ~ the map; It was selected because of the analytic chal­
lenges that It posed. 

The C~AIRMAN. Do you accept the recantation and fabrication , 
per the he detector test confirmation? 

Mr. McCREARY. The file does not contain enough information for 
me to know what precise questions were asked, first of all. Second­
I" the file says that the man was confronted all afternoon and I 
do not understand that. If the man failed a polygraph, I do ~ot un­
derstand the purpose of confrontation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Le~ me ask if there is any explanation of that? 
. Mr. DESTATTE. We re . puzzled by that, because it's our recollec­

tion that the file con tams a complete list of questions that were 
asked on all three tests. 

The CHAIRMAN. When did the SOurce recant? 
dfdMr. DESTATTE. Well a question was just asked behind me; what 

wIe do to m~ke him recant? I repeat, the reason he recanted 
Was showed him a piece of aerial imagery and pointed out that 
i:'"lxperts told us that it was impossible to make the sighting that 

escTlbed from the location he said he was at. Without hesita­
tionthahe acknowledged we were correct; acknowledged he had made 
up t part of hiS story. 
~ It was dU:ing. the polygraph or immediately following the 

:i'tedgraph exammatIons that he recanted. As I said earlier he re-
Th one of the two sightings. ' 

wha e <?HAIR~AN: Mr. DeStatte, were you able to get any sense of 
vn .. t h18 mob.vatlOn was for doing that? Did he tell you why or did 
<1_" ever InquIre? U:-r. PESTATTE. We would like to have inquired, and as I recall 
po~d;~~a~h operator was keenly mterested in that. But Our 
DOt to . as that we ,,:,ere not to challenge the source, we were 
8IId orf!,et !-"to confro.n~tlOnal conversations. We were simply to-­
~a nbmes .we ~hdn t even tell the person that he failed the 
4111Peara"h exafmbematIon. We went to those lengths to avoid even the 

The Cnce 0 mg confrontational. 
that ~e ~~~~M~h 0WYh now here we have the fi~t hearsay report 
.. a flag u h . eave th,,; second one that IS not represented feJi:h! ~54f. ere. N.ow ~et me direct your attention to live sighting 

1982. Th";'the s'ghtmg. 18 ~ firsthand sighting in 1978 and again in 
c:er. resid·SOu~ce was VIsltmg fTlends who were SOns of general offi­
_ p' mg m a compo~nd at Ly Nam De Street. He saw Ameri-

TlSOners around a cistern in a yard, bathing the first time and 
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just talking or sitting the second time. He provided a fairly de­
tailed description of the area and he passed two polygraphs. 

Resolution: determined to be a fabrication . Your analysts claim 
that the reconstruction of the site demonstrated that he couldn't 
have seen what he claimed to have seen , and you found him reti­
cent and uncommunicative. Can you explain to me how, if he 
passed two polygraphs, where his testimony fell down? Help us to 
understand that? 

Mr. DESTATTE. Yes, sir. Again, my opening statement will be 
heresy I suppose for some people, but the polygraph examination­
the polygraph is an instrument. It's not-it's a supporting tech­
nique. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let me just say to you right up front so you un­
derstand at least where the committee is on that. The committee, I 
think generically, is accepting the notion that a polygraph is not 
dispositive. Liars can pass polygraphs and people are capable of 
passing polygraphs and not be telling the truth. We accept that 
notion; the fact that he passed the polygraph is not dispositive. It is 
a tool, and more often than not eliminates somebody who is lying 
rather than confirms that someone is telling the truth. And I think 
that is our attitude about it. 

The question is, though, what other things? I mean given that he 
passed. Okay, that does not eliminate it. What is it that makes it 
dispositive that it is, in fact, a fabrication? 

Mr. DESTATTE. Okay. 
The CHAIRMAN. Particularly, obviously, the committee-what is 

of interest to the committee is weighing this against these now 
multiples of reports, one hearsay, one firsthand. The guy recants, 
but there is a similarity to the time and place and location. 

Mr. DESTATTE. Okay. Again, you did a better job on the explain­
ing of the polygraph than I could have, thank you. And the poly­
graph is the only thing that is going for this source. All the evi· 
dence goes away from him. 

[Chart.] 
Mr. DESTATTE. We have a graphic over here, and we have some 

drawings. Now I might add that I personally toured these com· 
pounds in June, late June. 

The CHAIRMAN. Of this year? 
Mr. DEST A TTE. Of this year. 
The CHAIRMAN. Were you given unfettered access to these com· 

pounds? 
Mr. DESTATTE. Yes, I was. 
The CHAIRMAN. And what kind of notice prior to your arrival? 
Mr. DESTATTE. I think-well, I'm not sure. Our schedule was 

rather hectic. I'm not quite sure how much advance notice the 
people in the compound had before I arrived there. But I held dis· 
cussions with personnel at both 23 and 25 Ly Nam De Street. 
which is the army publishing house, which is the compound that 
Mr. Smith and his colleagues visited a few years ago where the in· 
famous cistern is in existence. 

The CHAIRMAN. This is where the cistern is. 
Mr. DESTATTE. Yes. And I would say on the cistern-and for 

anyone who's interested I'll be more than. happy to show you the 
photographs-the cistern is completely VISible to passersby on the 
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.&reet. It's. not concealed, and people in the cistern can watch 
ersby coming. out. And,. again, I have photographs And 1 8,8SS­
be any questIon about It, I think we also have it ~n vid ~ ~re 
anYone who doubts the veracity of that comment. eo pe or 

And again, that tIes back Into the neighborhood Th ba k·d f 
that compound IS the railroad trestle. Anyone tra~elli~g c tS~he 0 
OIl the raIlroad looks directly down into th t pas ere 
you'll notice on the-let me try to talk you th

a 
cohmtpoh.und. Okay, 

little bit here. roug IS graphiC a 

Y~u see the covered cistern here. Okay, if you look dow . 
straIght down towards the street. You can look-th ' n It goes 
way between those two buildings and you can look

re
. s h~ p~ssagh­

thro!lgh there and you can see p~ssersby on the stre~~g and ralg I t 
passing by on the street can look in through th t peop e 
see the cistern. a passageway and 

Now there is a small privacy wall that is On th · . . d f h . 
tern, such that passersb will onl IS Sl e 0 t e CIS-
shoulders up, but if the}re on th/o:h:r ~~~I~/~~m perhaps the 
The reason for the privacy wall is that one of th e prIvacy wall. 
that cistern provided was it was a bath· ~.. e purposes that 
of changing rooms just to the left of it ~~~o~~~~tr,;"Ifere ~ ~hcouhple 
qraph, on the left side of the little red box ng a e p 0-

There's a couple of cha gi b k · 

~~f~~ttitI1~~?~:¥~i 
Then you see the wate t d . tern over there Th· r . ower an ~Istern. There's another cis-

box-yes that buildS bu~glng to the Immediate right of that red 
dining f~cility . From"~hat er~;i!~ved bis :ordt of a. mess h:>l1 or 
people who worked there and n . a eo. etermme talkmg to 
out the war and for several people m the nelghborh~, thro,:,gh­
... Open to military pers yea, ~~ter the war, that dmmg faCIlity 
local residents of the area. onne roughout the area and to the 

They have closed it as ad·· h 11 
~ publications for the a~n;.~g puabl! ~~d thhey are now using it to 

Th
has moved across the street d dIS Ing ouse, and the dining 
e CHAIRMAN Who . k~n own a couple of doors 

~ment and activity is Ih, ~~;r~~ in ? there now? What · sort of 
. DESTATTE. Okay Tod ' ar;. . 

!=IU'rent at the end of the way-we r!, ookmg at imagery that was 
: b:J close to the date of th~r ~;::i~~e~i ~trnd imagery that would 
can the added value of being decl . f.ed ng as possl!>le, and also 

.\;:.r:ned about who we showed ·t t aSSI I so we dldn t have to be 
that: m, the building used to se~ o. 
ript Ok day, the building that adj~t:~s ~t::stgall, Ih·f you'd point to 
tWo en, that IS gone and th h e ot er end, at the 
ble ~Btory dwelling. It's a duple'i andv~h constr~cted in that area a 
tbat d thl e warehouse for the army pubd::::?P e hthat are responsi­
!be up ex. We had a chane to bse mg ouse now live in 
ill th ...... idents of the duplex, b~t I c~att~e t~ehm. I didn't chat with 

e compound. WI several other people 
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The CHAIRMAN . You were freely moving around in the com­
pound. 

Mr. DESTATTE. Yes. Yes, I was. As a matter of fact, they even 
helped me to pick out the right places to climb out on a railing and 
up on another cistern in order to get good shots of the interior of 
2l. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is it that all of this does to help you draw 
the determination with respect to this source's statements? 

Mr. DESTATTE. Well, the free access to information about what's 
in the interior of that compound. Westerners visited this facility 
frequently. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is today. That is today. The source says he 
saw something in 1978. 

Mr. DESTATTE. 1978 or 1979. 
The CHAIRMAN. And in 1982, correct? 
Mr. DESTATTE. And 1982. 
The CHAIRMAN. So what is it that tells you that the source did 

not see what he tells you back then. 
Mr. DE8TATTE. What the source claims to have seen-and if you 

will bring this other graphic around here, please. 
[Chart.) 
Mr. DESTATTE. This is what the compound looked like at the time 

of the sightings and the time he claimed to have made the sight­
ings. You can see the roof that is partially colored in red. He 
claimed to have made the sighting from the balcony at this end of 
that particular building. He claimed that looking north towards 
the blue-shaded building, that he saw a large prison which is de­
picted in these two drawings over here. 

[Chart.) 
Mr. DESTATTE. Guard towers, barbed wire, searchlights, high ma­

sonry walls. Those things simply did not exist. 
The CHAIRMAN. Had he described those things? 
Mr. DESTATTE. He described those in great detail, point by point. 

This is not something that is subject to some slight misunderstand­
ing of what he saw. You either have guard towers with search­
lights and barbed wire around them, or you don't. 

In fact, what he could have seen is depicted in this drawing here 
in the center. Yes, in that drawing right there. Now, you'll see this 
little porch at the end of the building in the foreground. Now move 
over-right there, that little porch. I climbed up on there; took 
some photographs in both directions from there. This balcony no 
longer exists. It's all bricked in to extend the quarters that are in 
there. In fact, it's used as housing for military officers, then and 
now. 

I spoke to some of the people who work in number 25 Ly Nam 
De Street, and they claim that some of their staff in fact do live I~ 
that compound. Again, here I was talking with lawyers. It's a mlh­
tary court, the officers for the military supreme court in number 
25 Ly N am De Street. But my observations confirm what our im­
agery people provided here in this artist's sketch. This is what he 
could have seen; this is what he described he saw. The prison fea-
tures he described simply did not eXIst. . 

And as I pointed out before, the local residents had complete 
freedom of movement in and around that area. Any Americans 
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trbo had been held there would have been common knowledge for 
the entIre neIghborhood. And I am confident that with the number 
of tilDes that I was down there, the number of people that I spoke 
to and as often as I did so, if there had been any t ruth to the story 
... would have found that also. ' 

Also, I point out that at the time we were investigating this par­
ticUlar case, we made an effort to find people here in the States 
and elsewhere who were residents of that general area and we 
interviewed them. And we were receiving the same stories then as 
I was getting when I was in Hanoi more recently. 

The CHAIRMAN. How many people did you interview here in this 
country? 

Mr. DESTATTE. I don't recall offhand, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Approximately? 
Mr. DESTATTE. Mr. Sydow informs me it was 14. 
The CHAIRMAN. 14 people. 
Mr. DESTATTE. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. Who had lived in that vicinity about that time 
Mr. DESTATTE. That's correct. . 
The CHAIRMAN. And they all denied it. . 

• Mr. DESTATTE. Not only that, but several of them claimed that as 
ldds t.hey used ~ go up and down that railway there looking for 
~ncan POW s. The only place they had them was number 17 
during the war. ' 

The CHAIRMAN. Okay. Let me let my colleagues get in on this 
There are some ~urther live sightings that apply to Hanoi, but i 
want to spread thiS around. 
~nator SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You covered so many 
~ there, Mr. peStatte and Mr. Sydow, that I do not really 

o,,!, where to begm. Let me start this way. 
First of all, you said that you had unfettered access to the area 

correct? ' 
Mr. DESTATTE. That's correct. 
Senator SMITH. Did you get inside The Citadel? 

ri!,!r~DESTA,,:,,",!. Well what do you call The Citadel? If you're refer­
-& the Mlntstry of National Defense Headquarters? 
the nator SMITH. I am referring to the area that I asked to have 
!lOt overhdad sent up here so th".t I could explain it, which you did 
c:ouJ provl e me. The document m which you had the overhead­
ecai d someone please put the picture up there of Ly Nam De Street 
biiatli~ Abd I am gomg. to challenge you on a few things. Not to be 

Fi ' ut Just to. pomt out how misleading information can be 
De Srs

t 
t of all, that IS not The Citadel underneath the term Ly Na~ 

101 reet, correct? 

... ~u~~T~!'c1~d ~ObWPOcamW~ athnumber 17, Ly Nam De Street 
Se e y s w 0 hved there 
101 nator SMITH. I am just asking- . 

a1 n!;~ DESTATTE. Now some people refer to the Ministry of Nation­
street ense Headquarters area, which is on the opposite side of the 
0( CO and covers a rather large area, as The Citadel. That's a term 
8e~ventence that .means nothing to me. 

0( Ly 'Ntor SJ);,TS' DId you go in there. that area from the other side 
am treet? Unfortunately, I do not have the chart here 
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that I wanted. The other side of Ly Nam De Street, which proceeds 
about half a kilometer- . 

Mr DESTATI'E. That area you get into only with an escort .. 
Se~ator SMITH. So you did not have unfettered access m that 

area Is that correct? . <Is 
M~. DESTATI'E. I fear there is a danger you may be I?uttmg wor 

in my mouth' so to avoid any misunderstandmg I wIsh to state I 
did not, I am 'not, and I will not say that I had unfettered access to 
the Ministry of National Defense Headqua.rt.ers area. I had unfet. 
tered access to Ly Nam De Street and adJommg areas outside of 
the Ministry of National Defense Headquarters. . 

Senator SMITH. I am talking about an area that-If you were. to 
o on the other side of Ly Nam De Street, as you were showmg 

fhere an area somewhat rectangular, approximately half a kilome­
ter o~ either side with a wall around it that goes all. th~ way ovher 
to the mausoleum and the war museum. T~e area ms!de of t at 
area' all those sightings that you refer to which are outsIde of what 
I ard calling The Citadel, that area from Ly Nam D<: Street over to 
the mausoleum and to the war museum-not. countmg the mauso­
leum or the war museum, which I have been m both and you have 

tooWhat about the area between? Have you .b~n inside that area 
and walked around with unfettered access mSlde the area that I 
have just described? lk d 

Mr. DESTATI'E. No, I have not. I have been a~le to wa aro';1n 
the perimeter of it and view large segments of It from the outsIde. 
By the way I've also chatted with the guards at the gate. 

Senator SMITH. For the purpose of the record, the area that we 
are talking about is the area inside The Citadel. ThiS IS the area 
what we call The Citadel. This is the area of the cluster that 
are talking about here; not the area outside The Citadel, not 
Nam De Street, not the cistern where I wasaI?-d where others 
have visited there have been, although that IS m the general. v ici:OI' 1 
ty and there have been sightings there whIch you correctly 
fied. That is not the area that I am focusmg on. 

What I am trying to estabhsh-as I pIck up on some of the 
tions that Senator Kerry asked, what I al? trymg to 
are now into, again, source analYSIS, which you have done for 
number of years. I do not have the facts- . , 

Mr. DESTATI'E. If I could make a point here. Yes, It s correct 
are talking about source analysis. The sources that we were 
dressing a moment ago were all sources who descnbed 
outside The Citadel. . ' . h t 

Senator SMITH Outside The CItadel, nght. And that IS w a 
wanted to establish. Correct, outside of The Citadel. Now what 
am trying to establish now is to take those sources, those ontside,1 
that you have analyzed inside The Citadel. Not the ones 
but inside that area we call The Citadel. And we are also sa'vin.g--' I 
am not saying anything, I am s,aying what the reports, Cita(jel, 
sources are saying are that thIS IS not somethmg m The 
is under The Citadel. . ! th t h Vie 

Now let me 'ust indicate to you the dlfficu ty a. we ave as t 
bl' ~ hether or not there IS such a faCIlIty under th9 

try tokesta IS TWh CI' tade! which is the focus of our cluster analY' area nown as e . 
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.. on this particular .point. In a response to a question of Mr. Co­
clinha's, Mr. Sydow, m-I do not have the date here, but it was 
.n you gave your depOSItIOn. 

you said we do not-5633, which is sighting, a source who de­
ICribes an underground tomb and tunnel system which leads up to 
or incorporates an underground prison facility underneath the Ho 
Chi Minh Mausoleum. Your quote: We don't find the corroborating 
of this kind of reporting of an underground prison to be sufficient 
to find this report credible. Do you stand by that statement? 

Mr. SYDOW. I stand by that statement. 
Senator SMITH. All right. Now let me now-and I would ask you 

to respond to this. Source number 5633, which these are all SOurces 
that you have all of these-I am not referencing any documents 
that we did not ask you to bring. Source 5633 is an ethnic Chinese 
fiBherman, et cetera. He was an acquaintance of a PAVN captain 
who told him a small number of American pilots had been moved 
to Hanoi. 

I am not interested in this particular-I am very interested in 
this. but in ~his particular case I am not focusing on what he said 
about Amencan pnsoners. What I am focusing on is what he said 
about a prison. And he said, quote: The captain said the entrance 
to the prison was inside a residential dwelling next to Ho Chi 
Minh's Mausoleum. The captain said there were three echelons of 
-..rity guards around the underground prison, and only field 
pade officers were allowed. 

80 there is one sighting, a source-one source response to a pris­
_r. Number two, this is another source, 1101 for your reference. 
'11Ie father told his wife that over 50 American POW's at The Cita­
del were being moved that evening into an underground facility 
~ because ,a U.S. delegation in Hanoi at the time was scheduled 
to VISIt the CItadel area the following day. He adamantly stated 
that the time frame was July and the record does show that there 
-thin a U.S. delegation-it was, I believe, a press delegation or some-

g, they were there. 
J SeCond, again referring to a prison. The third one-the date was 
uly/ August 1980. Source 8682, on the morning of September 12, 

1984, .the SOurce and the other Lao and Vietnamese officials left a 
HanOI centr.al party committee office. They drove for about 15 min­
~ that IS the SOurce speaking-with their eyes covered and 

they entered an underground prison where their blindfolds 
were removed. The source estimated the prison size was about 100 
~ters by 100 meters. 
dele umber four, 7591. This Source stated there was an underground 
. ntlOn .faclht~ adjacent to Ho Chi Minh's Tomb which was hold­:K AmerIcan pnsoners of war. The facility, according to the army 
_eer,. was constructed m 1970 .as the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum 
~mg constructed; Ho ChI Mmh dIed m 1969. The civilian Con­
_ .. ..:on workers who built the facility had to undergo extensive 
_,:,,~ound checks. He described the security at the tomb as being 
--i( tIght. . 
ty ~d then-and I wIll ask you to respond, give you an opportuni­
Pain respond to that, ,Gary. Just one-let me just finish one more 
"ith t, and then we WIll do that. Later on in the same deposition 

Mr. Codmha he asked you about an analysis of this tomb, 
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whether we had done any analysis of the tomb area, the question 
was along those lines. . . 

And you said: No, we haven't. I must say that when I VISited Ho 
Chi Minh's Tomb, I didn't see any signs of an underground system. 
Well I also visited Ho Chi Minh's Tomb, and you are aware of the 
45 degree angle where the coffin or the body rests, there is a 45 
degree angle with doors that go down into an area underground at 
the end of that tomb. You are aware of that? 

Mr. SYDOW. The tomb is raised above the ground level. When you 
go down to see the tomb, you are actually still above ground. 

Senator SMITH. But there are doors that are leading somewhere 
off that. 

Mr. SYDOW. Right. You walk up a ramp, and then you descend to 
the remains. 

Senator SMITH. So anyway, what I am trying to establish here is 
when you say there is no corroborating reporting, and I cited, I 
think, four of five, how can you say that? 

Mr. SYDOW. I can say it in two ways. First, the reports that you 
have cited mix several locations. 1101 deals with the 17 Ly Nam De 
area called The Citadel. As Mr. DeStatte pointed out, there's a con­
fusion in terms here. So let's take away 1101. 

I would sar' looking at this issue in general, that there are only 
a handful 0 reports which mention, in one instance, an under­
ground facility, or in the other instance the mausoleum. When you 
compare our knowledge of a time period when an American was 
active in Vietnam, Robert Garwood, and you have 280 firsthand re­
ports and you have 120 hearsay reports all going to this one indi­
vidual. When you have less than a significant level of reporting, 
just a handful, that does not corroborate. 

Each of these five reports refers to a different location, with the 
exception of the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum, which is a hallmark 
point in that MND area. 

Third point, we have talked to individuals when we were denied 
that area who knew the area well and travelled throughout it. 

If we could look at the map again, you will see that the city of 
Hanoi has a very high water level. Anyone who has been in HanOI 
after a half-day's rain will find the water level covering the stree~. 
To propose that there might be an underground facility in HanOI, 
means to propose that you have to have a water evacuation system 
that would entail a great deal of construction; certainly something 
that we would have been aware of with the coverage that we had 
of that area. I don't consider this report plausible. 

The CHAIRMAN. Just for the sake of the analysis, why do you not 
go up to the map and point out the environment of Hanoi and the 
water and where the museum and the Ly Nam De Street falls with 
respect to that. It is the red river over there on the right. 

Senator SMITH. Mr. Chairman, while he is doing that, I will cer­
tainly, in the interests of time, accept the premise that the water 
table is high in Hanoi. The water table is high under the Pentagon, 
is it not? Is it not? 

Mr. SYDOW. I don't know, Senator, I don't know. 
Senator SMITH. You do not know. Well, I know. 
Mr. SYDOW. This is what is gene~ally referr~. to. as The Citadd 

area, the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum IS here. ThiS IS, In fact, a pubhc 
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area- The. Citadel is closed to access to civilians along one of these 
roedB· This IS the Ly Nam De area that we're discussing. The POW 
CBDlP called The Citadel was at 17 Ly Nam De. 

The report, 1542 report, was actually at 23-25 Ly Nam De here 
Several of your reports talk about an underground facility here 0; 
here or here_ 

[Indicating.] 
M~. SYDO~. It may sound, to the distant observer, as though 

they re talking about the same area. We, in fact, know that not to 
be the case. 

Senator SMITH. I. un~erstand that. Again, all I am trying to do is 
make so,,!e deter,,!mabon as to the method of analysis here. I have 
Dot been m The. Citadel: ~ have ~ot been down to see a tomb or an 
Wlderground pnson faCility, ObVIously. And neither have you ap-
JI8!'l'ntly. ' 
_ So what we are getting at here is-what I am trying to establish 
IS that ev~rybody. !lnderstands that if, in fact, there is an under­
pund pr';SOn. facll.lty under that Citadel, that there is credibility_ 
more .credlblhty glV<;n to those indi"!d'!als who said there were. 
That .IS. all I am saYllW. And I think It IS misleading to state in a 
deposlbon that there ~ .no corroborating reporting that is credible 
011 an underground faCility. 

Now let me just also say that we have checked __ 
L~I! CHAIR~AN. May I have a response to that? I just want to 
.....,- If there IS a response. 

Mr. SYDOw. Mr. DeS~tte de,scri.bed a number of sources who 
have c0!1'e to us to. descnbe their VIew of this same area. We have 
dealt WIth thes~ kinds of sources Over the years. They set up the 
level of refutabon. They tell us there are no POW's m' th . 
there ' 'Ii' . h e area are no laCI bes m t e area that hold POW's. When you hav~ 
~ Or four o~ a. handful of reports that contradict that, they 
~~Ir fonfunc~g eno,!g~, credible enough, to go through this 

Se 0 Os re tabon. ThIS IS not a significant level of reporting 
it - n!ito: MITH. Well it may be, it may not be. But I do not think 

18 8ignifi?Rnt to talk to shopkeepers outside of The Citadel Com­
~t or kids on the street while you are riding your bicycle and 

em wJ:1ether or not there is a prison underground or u~der­
~th ire Citadel. So I do ~ot think that is credible either. 
ODe ~r t~A"1!' .If ~he stollies that you're citing were, in fact, true 
We should b;lableato or trul . testhhould?e t!'at ,:"e could replicate it: 

Now' rep IC8 ose sightmgs In some way 
lIeeD we ve talked to residents in the area personally. Th'ere have 
~ many ~ple who have come out of Vietnam who-we're not 
York o~uC bN1ocle. downS the street. to talk to folks who are in New 
Who co a orma _or an FrancISCO. Also, some of these people 
t.ry offi~ral~U!hf hVletnbeeam have been former government or mili-

I thi 0 ave n more than happy to talk to us 
Now ~k that the level of refutation of these stories is q';ite high 
IOu' some chOO8;E' to believe two or three unsubstantiated ... jr;:: as. corroboratmg each other, then so be it_ Or as your staff­
but in pomted out, seven. I would challenge the accuracy of th t 
beUer th'?t~ve'!t we Can find no evidence that will sustain S,~ 
to lOOk_ a ere s an underground prison in Hanoi. We'll continue 
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Senator SMITH. Let me focus on that. That is fair enough. I alll 
challenging you because I think we owe it to the American people 
and to the families to challenge your analysis here. And that is 
why I am doing it; not to be hostile, but just to challenge it. Let me 
challenge it just a little more. 

Mr. OESTATTE. I serve the same people; let's not forget that. 
Senator SMITH. Pardon me? 
Mr. OESTATTE. I serve the same people. 
The CHAIRMAN. Let me interrupt here to say that we should all 

serve our hunger now and take a break, which we will do for_ 
Senator SMITH. Well as long as I can pick back up on the ques­

tioning, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Absolutely. 
Senator SMITH. Because I am right in the middle of something 

here, and I would have liked to have finished the point. Let me just 
say this-

The CHAIRMAN. I do not want to cut you off. 
Senator SMITH. Let me fmish the point here, and then I would 

like to pick up when I come back. Some of your counterparts in 
CIA reference a prison, now. Again, what I am trying to get at here 
is whether or not there is a prison underneath the facility known 
as The Citadel. That is what I am trying to establish in this line of 
questioning. 

I am not going to establish it because we do not know, but in 
terms of analysis some of your counterparts at CIA say they dis­
pute some of what you have said in terms of the analysis, and they 
have told us that. They have told us that there are underground 
structures in Hanoi. That they are old, and some of the old aerial 
photography that we have does, in fact, show entries to under­
ground bunkers in what is now The Citadel. 

Now where those lead and what they lead to, we do not know. 
But when we come back, I want to get on that and I want to ask 
you some specific questions as to what you have done to establish 
whether or not there is or is not a facility underground. 

Mr. OESTATTE. We addressed that a few moments ago. And, 
again, you mentioned The Citadel. In this case I presume that 
you're discussing-you're referring to the POW camp at number 17 
Ly Nam De Street, which is also known as The Citadel. And I fur­
ther assume that you're referring to the underground structure 
that was in the center of that compound. 

And as I pointed out earlier, that underground structure is 8 
bomb shelter and it needs to be only deep enough-and it had 8 
domed roof on it, and it needs only be deep enough that people can 
crouch in there for safety during an air raid. That is not an unde~­
ground facility in the sense of a facility capable of holding AmerI­
can prisoners. 

Senator SMITH. Let me clarify a point that happened back 8 
while ago, before we leave, Mr. Chairman. In response to the NaVY 
lieutenant's question over here, I forget the gentleman's name, but 
in terms of-I challenged him on the cluster of Oak Chung. The 
reason I did that was because there were two groupings in the 
same cluster of sightings. One was Ban Kadon, if I pronounce it 
correctly, and Oak Chung together, not just Dak Chung, number 
one. 
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And. number two, apparentlr information was sent over by the 
conllJ1lttee staff to the DIA which was not briefed to the Senate, to 
the S<:nators! an.d nor was It mtended to be classified as a cluster. 
You did receive It however, and therefore when your man said that 
there was. a cluster, he was half correct in the sense that part of 
that was m there and that you did receive that information. But 
that was not part of the. briefing today, nor was it ever briefed to 
the Senators,. nOr was It ever analyzed as a cluster. So I just 
wanted to clarify that pomt. 

Mr. GRAY. Sir, at the last meeting we talked about Ban Kadon 
and t~e source that had ~ome out of there who said that he had not 
_n live American POW s. And we agreed, based on all the report­
ing that had com.e o,;,t of there, that that was a cluster of one at 
Ban Kadon. We did diSCUSS that. 

Senator. SMITH. It is n,?t a cluster that we are going to talk about 
today .. It IS not on the lISt of clusters today. It is not one that we 
are domg today. 

Mr. GRAY. Not of the four, exactly. 
Senator SMITH. Right. 
Mr. GRAY. But you are saying it's part of the Oak Chung cluster 
Senator SMITH. But what I am saying is our people have not ana: 

lyzed that cluster as a cluster. 
Mr. GRAY. We discuss,:d that last time, though, as to why that 

was a cluster Itself, yes, sir. 
f ~e CHAIR':IAN. Let me-so far this underscores the complexity 

o .t ese . partIcular reports. I mean what you have here is some­
~"ng bem~ r.eferred to as The. Citadel, but you also have evidence 
!!re that It IS three to four different locations and you also have 
~erent quality, obviously, with ~espect to the particular reporting 
m each case, one !If ~hICh there IS a recantation, another of which 
for other reasons IS d!scerned to be of questionable credibility. 
b ~i,:\ufed also agamst a large set of criteria which have applied t% d' or mstance measurmg a whole host of other people talked 

an . the sort of conglomerate of all of those other people and 
::~Ircllmstan~es, measured against the handful of live sighting 
POrts d' a of whlch-<:a~tlOn does not mean that one of those re-

I oes not, m and of Itself, carry some weight. 
l054lllean One of the:-I gather t~e person that I just referred to in 
accu'::te".?'H the publisher of kids cultural items in England. Is that 
neve k· ede, IS also the publisher of a magazine in England and he 

M r as lOr a reward, correct? 
Th~ ~ESTATTE. To the best of my recollection, no. 

on what ~AIRMA.f. SO what do you thmk hiS motive was in passing 
M e saw. 

I! this O~TAIE. I. would prefer to refrain from speculating on that 
beet! m ~~t. thmk there were Some comments that might have 

Til C e Or the record, but they may still be classified 
I8con~ ~AIRMAN. Well, would you check that between n~w and Our 
..... a enmg after lunch. And then we would like to pick up There 
"-! ha~.:'~ber of questIOns, further, obviously, on Hanoi. A~d then 

But I I morrow for still further examination on these. 
the com~i~o want to announce that the live sighting reports that 
in this bUil~i.:~s H"a"::'Bml~di both70t5odaAY and tomorrow are available 

, UI ng . nd they are on a first come , 
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first served basis and then they will be made part of the hearing 
record, so they will be available to the public, obviously. .. 

We will reconvene at the hour of 2:15 p.m. to pursue th,s Issue. 
We stand adjourned until then. 

[Whereupon, at 1:04 p.m., the hearing adjourned, to reconvene at 
2:15 p.m., this same day.] 

AFI'ERNOON SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN. The .committee will come to order please. Thank 
you very much. Gentlemen, let me just remind you ~hat you a!1 
have been sworn and you continue under oath from th,s mormng s 
session. We need to move through the Hanoi Citadel cluster, and 
two other clusters if we can today. Maybe at least 1'/z, hopefu1l1 
two others, reserving for tomorrow another cluster plus an exam.l­
nation of DIA current procedures and approaches, and an analys.'s 
of the 1980's-1992 live sighting reports. The most recent ones, m 
other words, which is what we want to look at in order to make 
some assessments about current evidence. . . 

Let me just try, if we can, to pick up the pace of questlOmng a 
little bit. But I would like to begin by going back where we are at 
the Citadel. It is my information that we may be talking about two 
different places and I want to try and pm . thIS down. Mr. 
McCreary, let me just ask you, you were referencmg one of the re­
ports. Do you know which one that is? 

Mr. McCREARY. Yes, sir. It was 1542. 
The CHAIRMAN. All right, 1542. At what page? 
Mr. McCREARY. I don't think I have a page number. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is 1542, is that correct? 
Mr. McCREARY. That's correct. 
The CHAIRMAN. Okay, 1542. Can you point the language out to 

me that you were concerned about? 
Mr. MCCREARY. In the cable that's attached, the telegrams. 
The CHAIRMAN. Right. 
Mr. McCREARY. You should be back about three pages behind the 

summary. 
The CHAIRMAN. Okay, what page? 
Mr. McCREARY. It's a cable from U.S. DAO, Bangkok, dated 16 

April 1983, and it's the second page of the cable, the first column. I 
can show it to you here if yo~ like, Senator.. . . 

The CHAIRMAN. The housmg compound consIsted of eIght build­
ings situated in two rows of four each; the two outside bui!dings 
near the wall which ran along Ly Nam De Street, the two lOner­
most buildings next to the small subcompound. 

Now, what you have debriefed. us on here may, in fact, be a total? 
Iy different place from that w!uch IS referred to. Is that posslbl~. 

Mr. DESTATI'E. No, sir, that s not poSSIble. What IS the. case IS 
that either the way in which this source described the housmg ~re~ 
or the way in which it was translated to the or!gmal deb~lefe 
made it appear to be a compound with several bUIldmgs m It. I~ 
fact, it's the compound that we have here that says apartmen 
buildings. There's absolutely no questlOn about ~hat. 

The CHAIRMAN. Okay. Do you have any QuestIon on that? 
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Mr. MCCREARY. I don't know how you would make a determina­
tion. 

The CHAIRMAN. Can you explain to us how you make that deter­
mination? 

Mr. DESTATI'E. Okay. I don't have the file in front of me right 
now but this fellow gave great detailed description of the location 
and' as I recall, one of the details was that it was housing for­
{aJDily housing for military officers. That's the only compound in 
the area that fits that description. 

Also, it happened to be the compound immediately adjacent to 
the offices for the military court, senior military court and, in fact, 
this is immediately adjacent to the offices for the senior military 
court and there's absolutely no other address anywhere in Viet­
nam, let alone Hanoi, that matches that description. And if Mr. 
McCreary would like to spend some time later, I will be happy to 
take him through that evidence. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do you have any other questions? 
Mr. MCCREARY. No, we just looked at the file and the informa­

tion that has been provided to us doesn't contain those details, nor 
does it contain detailed descriptions of barbed wire and fences. The 
file that we have does not contain that. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, do you have the file here, because this is 
one of the files that you were supposed to be prepared to debrief 
on. 

Mr. McCREARY. Yes, we have the same version that you have. 
Please give me a moment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, I am reading from the refugee report 
",!"here it .says: The housing compound consisted of eight buildings 
BItuated m two rows of four each. Now what you are showing me 
there, I do not see eight buildings in two rows of four each. 

Mr. DESTATI'E. No, you're-it's two buildings and each of these 
buildings has two floors, and each of the floors has several apart­
ments in there. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, why is there a difference? 
Mr. DESTATI'E. The difference is linguistic rather than factual 

and I think-I think that the problem arose in translating when 
the original report was made in Hong Kong. 
. The CHAIRMAN. What you are saying to us, Mr. DeStatte, is there 
18 no other possible building that this could be? 

Mr. DESTATI'E. Absolutely not, positively without question. 
The CHAIRMAN. Okay. Senator Smith. 
Senator SMITH. I know we need to move on to the other clusters. 

But I want to follow up on Hanoi a bit here. Just in the way of 
~mary on what we are talking about in terms of the cluster-in 
~n~s of the analysIS, excuse me, On the area known as the Citadel. 
I think you would agree with me that you have done a tremendous 
lIInount of SOUrce analysis on a number of reports that are in or 
aroUnd that facility. 
~e took those reports, not determining whether Or not.-not 
~g your determination of fabrication, but just simply plotting 

ern on the basis of the content in thern where they said they 
:.re. Would you agree WIth me that if we could get into the Cita­
b . a~d have total access to the Citadel, and we could look at every 
UIidmg Or possible building or opening in the ground or anything 
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in there that may lead to an underground facility, if we could ex­
amine that unfettered, would you agree with me that we could re­
solve at least this portion of the live sighting reports that we have? 

Mr. DE&rA'M'E. I agree. 
Senator SMITH. I would agree too and I think it would basically 

give us some-it would essentially look at your an~lysis, it. would 
look at ours and if we were both wrong or both right, or In this 
case, if we were both wrong then that would rule that out and that 
would be over with. The question is have we asked the Vietnamese 
for access to that facility? 

Mr. SYDOW. As a demonstration of your thesis, one case that was 
mentioned here this morning, 8621, has been visited by the live 
sighting investigator as of yesterday. Colonel Cole may be able to 
elucidate on that when he talks tomorrow. 

Senator SMITH. Visited the individual or visited the site? 
Mr. SYDOW. Visited the site. 
Senator SMITH. Inside? 
Mr. SYDOW. I don't have the details. They were investigating the 

case at issue earlier this morning. 
Senator SMITH. Let me just make a couple more points on this. I 

would just say in terms, again, of an overview comment, it's hard 
to follow for those who are not perhaps immersed in this stuff 
when we talk about one location as we have up there, versus an­
other location, two entirely different locations, although there are 
reports in both locations, you are correct. 

But there are seven reports that talk about an underground fa­
cility in the vicinity of the Ho Chi Minh tomb and the Citadel west 
of Ly Narn De Street, that being the facility you have there is east 
and if you look at the top of that map which says Ly Nam De 
Street, it would be the west. 

I think I am correct on my directions on the map because I do 
not have the other map, but if that were the case then, then there 
are six sources or six reports that I understand-now correct me if 
I am wrong, because my information is that there are six of these 
reports out of the seven that are either unresolved, this is by your 
analysis, unresolved, under analysis, or have received no analysis. 
And one of them, the seventh one was, in fact, determined to be a 
fabrication. 

Now let me just quickly state those sources,. those six sources. 
Number 7591, the Vietnamese officer who described the source In­
formation about the construction of a detention facility which was 
adjacent to Ho Chi Minh's tomb. Number 10675, describes a former 
lieutenant in the ministry of the interior who describes through a 
source, the existence a detention facility for POW's in the tomb. 

Number 8621, the one just referred to, involves a doctor who was 
treating a PA VN general and he claims to have seen four POW's 
and was told by the general's son that there were at least 30 in an 
underground facility at the Citadel. And 5633 involves a Vietnam­
ese police captain who tells a source about a 5e7ret u,?derground 
facility next to Ho Chi Minh's mausoleum that IS holding Ameri­
can POW's. Number 1101 involves the son of a PAVN colonel tell­
ing a source that 50 American POW's were being moved to an un' 
derground facility at the Citadel. 
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Number 4989~ the last one, involves a foreign diplomat who 
~ informatIOn about 200 American POW's in an underground 
faclhty. The common thread that I am weaving here is not the 
pOW's the.y saw, but the fact that they saw a facility, and you have 
Do1-<>r said they saw an underground facility, and all I am getting 
at is, it j.ust se.ems ~o me if that kind of data comes up that we 
ought 1<.' investIgate It and what you have said and what Mr. DeS­
tatte said,. I .beheve, that we have looked at this on the basis of the 
fact that It IS sw~mpy Or wet and, therefore, we cannot build-an 
underground faCIlIty could not be constructed there. 

Mr. DESTA'M'E. No, sir. I think that's taking it a little further 
~n what I. stated. What I said ,,:,as, the informal inquiries that 
I ve mad,:, With people m HanOI, mcludmg One French engineer, 
constructIOn engineer, lead me to believe that it is not possible to 
build an underground facility of the nature that you've described . I 
have. a.lso noted that I am not an engineer and that I don't have 
de~mtlve eVidence of that. That's something that could be ac­
qUired, however. 

Senator SMITH. I will accept that. Let us just take it one step 
beyond. Let me go back to the question that Mr. Sydow answered. 
~en I asked .you If we have asked the Vietnamese if we could go 
In there. You .lndlcated we have in the case of 8621. We are going 
to go In ~nd mvestIgate that one specific site. But I mean, what 
about askmg them for ~ thorough examination of the facility, and I 
am. gomg to end the lme of CjuestlOnmg on that point by simply 
saYIng, If,.m fact, we can get m there and review that, if the Viet­
namese Wlll. allow us to do It, one way or the other it is going to 
resolve thIS If they let us do it. 

If they do not let us do it, then we have to be somewhat Con­
ce~ed about labehng them cooperative and so forth. Is that not 
fair. Have we asked them to look at this entire Citadel site for the 
purpose of establishing if ther~ is an underground facility there? 

86M2 r. SYDOW. ,No Sir, we haven t. But we have asked to investigate 
I, and that s happened. 

~ Se'hator SMITH. But that is a source. I am just trying to clarify 
hor t e people who are trying to understand what we are doing 
t~r~and I d,? not disrespect what you are doing. I am just saying 
Be at lSI the pomt about a source. What I am trying to establish is 

vera Sources which you have by your own admission not ruled 
ou~ as far as being fabrications. Six or seven have said there is a 
PrISon there, and that is all I am saying. 
Vi~t~eems to me logical that the next question ought to be of the 
just a'kese, IS there a "rison there and can we look in there and I 

M rna e that-let me Just qUickly finish up on-­
thatr.~ESTA'M'E . Sir, if I could. We have asked the Vietnamese 
tirn~ t e have asked the Vietnamese that several times and each 
that .!:ey said no. We have not only asked the Vietnamese officials 
said' noe ~v~ asked VI,:,tnamese residents of that area that, they've 
asked' eve also VISited both of those compounds and we've 
lIIid_70,~~~le who worke~ In those compounds back through the 
a belief d they have said no, and we find no evidence to sustain 
this fell thadt therbee was a prison there, and certainly the prison that 

ow escrI d never eXisted. 
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Senator SMITH. Again, I do not want to-we have got a lot of 
work to do and I do not want to argue the point other than to say, 
I just recited six reports that you have not determined to be fabri­
cations which said there is a prison there. That is what I am 
saying. You are saying there is no evidence. I do not want to argue 
the term because we have done that before. 

Let me go to another area of the same issue. We had a lot of 
aerial photography during the war. Have we ever looked at any of 
that in terms of construction? The tomb was allegedly started in 
1969, 1970-1969-1970, do we have any aerial photography from 
the war? 

Mr. SYDOW. Yes sir, this graphic we see off to the side is aerial 
photography from the war. It's unclassified drone photography. 

Senator SMITH. So we have aerial photography of the construc­
tion of the tomb? 

Mr. SYDOW. We have aerial photography of this whole area. 
Senator SMITH. When you were asked that under oath on the 27 

July, the answer was no from somebody from the DIA. I do not 
have a name. The answer to the same question was no. 
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I8fORANllUM R)R DlAJPW 

SUBJECT: 'UoderJtOUod Facilitiu - Hanoi Aroa 

...,... funlisbed by DIA cl the Hanoi &tea (<<[be 
the Minbtry of DelUise (MOD). T'be MT" furnished 

h'r 

M ill. the. ~ . (1lt1I.i.shed, tbeoapi work foc Ihe ~T ... 
... borcuoaably, t-rr bid i. coubteGt with the u.lyais and coad.lUions detailed ia our 21 
Aaplt 1991 NpOrt. QtnCK lOOK HANOI UNDERGROUND FAC1UT1ES. While the 
,..,..,. cI the MOD .. I .. - hi 1bu tlY..x of • there were DO ecw:naetioa 
_~ hi .... ,.,adea't"~CCIWti len IICICedlntbe YkUdt)lolth.MODf«tbotimepcriod 
11117Ma,. urn tMoucb 3OJW)' 1975. . 

~ ~lOtho, _ t1T'" clthe MOD for tbe JlOriod., it w.uot pouiblefor us to 
-· ..... to ey JlUfic:ant detail. «the MOD nd'ace ~M!OllI)I,fi)l.1 &totmd. 
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A prdiminuy smvcy of available gcologic lite:ature indica1c.s th.u. Hanoi is located . .. 
... upper portion of the Red River delta within the Red River rift depression. Subsudacc. 

~ at Hanoi consist ot'. thick: 8CQ'mnJprion of Quawnaty and Late T~ iiuvio-deltaic 

......, depoSited in an evolving ~ rift system. The geology of the repm is ~wn on 

JIpIe 1. These sediments c:oosi.st of gravels. sands. silts and clays. m.c1udcd in the lower 

~ are mudstone&. argillites and soft coals. These alluvial materials were deposited on older 

(MNozOic/Palcowic) geosynclinal sedimentary rocks and vary in thiclme.ss from SOO to 3500 

..-n. "The "Hanoi. Rift" is a location of earthquakes of ~odera.le to high intensity, and. the Red 

IUta'depression is attributed to the "pull.apart" movement. It is believed that the fault system 

II spreading at a we of about 10 to IS mm per year. Surface cracking has been occwring in the 

JIIDoi delta in recent years and is attributed to tectonic movement related to the Red River rift. 

Soils of the Red River alluvial plain are developed on ~t alluvium derived from 

•• 1i"e to basic parent rocb. 'These s.oils are more or less stratified and consist of sands. 

dII and clays. Most aIC poorly dcaincd although better drained soils aIC to be found. on levees. 

Crpmc content is moderate to high. Surfaec soils become more clayey toward the ocean and 

.., be similar to soils ofthc Mekong delta which are more than 90% clay. 

Specific information was not found on water table depths in the Red River delta in 

tile Hanoi area. However," the general geologic setting and examination of and 

.... indicates that the depth to the water table should be two to four meters but may vary 

leIIorWly. Drainage (related to permeability) is genenlly reported to be poor, indicating that . 

clayey soils predominate. 

... Underground. and b;elow water table swface excavation .in the Hanoi area would 

~ "so·ft ground" ex.cavalion tec:bniques. Relatively deep swface excavations would have to 

2 
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techniques have been routinely employed since the 1960s. The fonn;' Soviet Union expertise 

in soft ground tunntling is well. mown; there is no reason to believe that this expettisc was DOt 

available to the'North Vietnamese. Coastroc:tioo of an UDdcrground facility c:mpioying standard 

techniques would not have disrupted existing f.acilitit:s such as utility and water lines and ,sewage 

and storm seWeD. In terms Qftechnical fusibility. the North Vtetnamcse could have consU'Uctcd 

either underground cu,t and covc:c facilities or a tunnel system in the, environs of Hanoi during 

the time period of intezm. 

3. Analysis of Available Intelligence Rcpons and . MT 

MT was provided approximately 18 m.s relating to possible "underground" 

facilities in the Hanoi area utilized to incatcerale MlA/POWs. Wuh the exception of one IR. 

..J ~hich identified a tunnc:1cd facility located in the monDra;ns IPPfOximatdy ~20. kIn NW of 

HanoI. all the posst"ble "undcrgroond'" facilities dcsaibed in the IRs can be categorized ~ 

shallow-buried or semi...tJuried facilities such as bWldin&: basements or sub--hasnnents
; built by 

cut~and-cover~. None of the IRs lCVicwcd gave any indication of substmtial twmel 

activities or deep undcrgroond facilities coosuuctcd by tunoeling methods. 

analysis of \'11 was confmcd to one 

site. the C),q TA '\ , and OATA NT covering the constructioo 

period from December 1972 through December 1975 and one I'\i" of the completed su.. 

'. DAr.... consists oftluee cast·in-p1ace and pre-c:ast coocrete panel buildings. 

. a central strucnuc ~Wug lVIr~ and &DDCX buildings loca1ed on each side of ~ ~ 

bui1ding. The annex bui1dings have •• tepped _ over the front IWf of the SU\lClUIC and fIJI 

pole ~ over the Itar half and are conn deet ~ the ~ ~ via undergrouo:i 

~: (FIgure 2). All three strucrures"wetC txWt at the ~ _ in an excavated area which 

4 

105 

be deWateIed and supported. Support could be by either "tied b~" oc braced excavation 

teChniques. Underground excavation (twmeling) would be performed with "shields". 1bese . 

was lalCr bacl:filled, burying portions of the buildings and completely covering ~'passageways 

coaaecting the annex buildings to 0" 7J'I 

In addition to the three buildings, there are tluee smaller rectangular surface 

~. Two of those structures are connected to the back af via 

QDdergtound corridors. The third small structure is co~ to the nOM annex building via 

andetground corridors, 

Analysis of )o'\j indicated a below grade infrastructure fumore 

elaborate than what one would expect from s:mply D.,.rA . 1his infrastructure includes 

die approximately 30 ft and 20 ft. w~ interconnectinf buried pASsageways between structures, 

fIcade type annex structures which are actually windowless buildings, matching square structures 

wbich may be or n~t be part of a ventilation or emergency egress system, and what appears to 

be alternate entrances to the facility. It is inteIuting to note that the public is not allowed on 

the backside of 0 ... 7" where the majority of these ancillary features are loca1ed, and the 

hT. indicates tlw this tear area is still secured by fences, walls and foliage and . - , 
controlled by guard huuses. 

r 

4. Follow-on Definitive Assessment. 

, 
1he conclusions from this quiclt look assessment are: (1) that it was c.ntirdy 

feasible for the North Vietnamese to have constructed underground facilities in the environs of 

Hanoi, ,<3) • portions of !)" T"A ancillazy structores are buried, and (3) the function of certain 

fcImw. ' at b't 1"4 are unknown axld warrent funher investigation. No M r of other 

POSSible undergt'OWld facility $ites "" &$ available from DIA duiing this quick look. 

6 
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QUICK LOOK 

HANOI 

UNDERGROUND FACILITIES 

21 August 1992 
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I. .'. 

The Defense Intelligence Agency (OIA) is inverugaJiog the ~s'ifbility that the 

~ sovemment continues to hold Vietnam Wu Missing in Action,lPrisoners of War 

~W.) in underground facilities in Hanoi, Vietnam. On 7 August 1992 Mr. An Zuehlke 

(pINDIO) rcqu~ that the t\T . in consultation with OIA Mm 

_ DIA/PW, perfonn the following tasks. 

a. Make a pIcliminary . determination of the possibility of constructing 

.&rJround facilities in the Hanoi environs. 

b. Pedo~ a quick look at available intelligence reports an~ 

Waorical and cum:nt Mr for the purpose of identifying and underground fac.ilities _...., T"" 

Co Provide a scope of wo.dc for a lollowoOn definitive ~t of the 

aIIIIcnc:e and function of undeIgrouod facilities m the environs of Hanoi. 

2. Po~!.bi1ity of Underground ComtructiolL 

For the purpose of this paper the tenn "undetg:round facility" is defined and as either 

• 1hIIlow-buricd structure or a deeper structure placed in a mined excavation. Underground 

fadlitica 'are constructible in virtually any environment. ~ ibe earth's surface to reasonable 

cIc:pIbs. Major !actors that control the cost of and ease with which an underground facility can 

bo coostructed are requin:d depth. geologic conditions, and the amount and location of existing 

w.-.-., 
~. 

1 



108 

A preliminary survey of available geologic li~ indi~ that. Hanoi is located 

on the upper portion of the Red River delta within the Red River rift de~on. Subsurface­

matc.ri.al$ at Hanoi consist of a thick accumulation of Quaternary and I..a1e Tc.rti.;w fluvio-deltaic 

scdjments deposited in an evolving dynamic rift system. 1be geology of the region is s~wn all 

FtgUlC 1. ibese sediments consist of gravels, sands, sUts and clays. Included in the lower 

portions are mu~ooes. argillites and soft coals. 1besc alluvial matc.ri.als were deposited on older 

(Mesozoic/Palcozoic) geosynclinal sedimentary rocks and vary in thickness from 500 to 3500 

meten. The "Hanoi Rift" is a location of earthquakes of lpoderate to high intensity. and the Red 

River depression is attributed to the "pull-apart" movement. It is believed that the fault system 

is spreading at a rate of about 10 to 15 rom per year. Surface c:rac:king has been ocaming in the 

Hanoi delta in recent years and is attributed to tectonic: movement related to the Red River rift. 

Soils of the Red River alluvial plain are developed on teeent alluviwn derived from 

intcnnedia1e to basic: parent. rocks. 'Ibcse $Oils .arc more or less stratified and consist of sands, 

silts and clays.. Most are poody drained although better drained soils are to be found on levees. 

Organic content is moderate to high. Surface soils become more clayey toward the ocean and 

may be simD.at to soils of the Mekong delta which are more than 90% clay . 

. ' 
Specific infonnation was not found on water table depths in the Red River delta in 

the Hanoi uea. HowCVCl'. the gencnal geologic setting and enmination of Mr and 

maps indicates that the depth to the water table should be two to four metclS but may vary 

-susonally. Drainage (related to penneability) is generally "'poned to be poor, indicating that 

clayey soils predominate. 

... ". . Underground and below water table surface excavation in the Hanoi area would 

require ;':soft: ground" excavation techniques. Relatively deep $Url'acc excavations would have to 

be dewatered and supported by "tic backs" or bracing. Tunneling would be accomplished with 

2 
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shields. These techniques have been routinely employed since the l~~. The fonner Sovitt 

Union expertise in soft ground tunneling is well known; thezc" is no rea:son to believe that this 

expertise was not available to the North VietnameSe. Consuuction of an Wlder;;~und facility 

employing standard techniques would not have disNpted existing facilities such as utili~ and 

water lines and sewage and stonn sewers. In terms of technical feasibility. the North Vietname.sc 

could have cons':Ncted either underground cut-and-eovcr fa.ciliries or a tunnel system in the 

environs of Hanoi during the time period of interest. 

3. Analysis of Available Intelligence Reports and NT 

was provided approximately 18 IRs relating to possible "w>dergrowo!" 

facilities in the Hanoi area utilized to incarcerate MlA/POWs. Wuh the exception of one 

which identified a tunneled facility located in the mountains approximately 120 bn NW 

Hanoi. aU the possible "underground" facilities desaibed in the IRs can be ca1egoriud 

shallow-buried or semi-buried facilities such as building basements or sub-basements, built 

cut-and-eover techniques. None of the IRs reviewed gave any indication of substantial 

activities or deep underground facilities constructed by tunnelipg methods. 

Underground construction activity analysis of t1 T was confined to 

she, ,and 

period from December 1972 through Doo:mbcr I?1S _and one 

HI 
/'IT 

the """true;" 

The !) 1\ 1"1l.. consists of three cast-m-place and pr:e-cast concrete panel 

. a centnll K1l'\\('tnR: containing ~ fA and annex buildings located on each side of the 

building. The annex buildings have a Ittepped facade over the front half of the "",,,,,,,,,an<I tJII 
pole ~ons over the rear half and are connected to the main building ~ undergro" 

corridors (Figwe 2). All three structures were built at the same time in an excavated area. 

4 
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..... later backfilled. bwying portions of the buildings and ~mpletely covering the 

~ connecting the annex buildings to P"74 .. 

In addition to the three buildings, ~ are three smaller rectangular ~ace 

"...... Two of those structwes ale connected to the back of 01\'.01 building via 

.7 pouud co~rs. 

: powKl coIridotS. 

TIle third small structure is connected to the north annex buiJding via 

Analysis of H r indicated a below grade infrastructure fumore 

~ than what one would expect from simply !;)A. 7!t • 1bis infrastructure includes 

tlltlppCOximately 30 ft and 20 ft wide interconnecting buried passageways between structures, 

~ Iype annex. $truc:tu.re$ which are actually windowless buildings. matching square structures 

.. may be or not be part of a ventilation or emergency egress system. and what appears to 

.. IIIcmate entrances to the facility. It is interesting to note that the public is not allo~ on 

.. t.daide of PATIlt where the majority of these ancillary features ate located, and the 

M T indicates that this rear area is still sccwed by fences, walls and foliage and 

,.........uecs by guard houses. 

.. 
PoUow-oQ Definitive .Assessment. 

'The c;onc1usions from this quick look assessment ate: (1) ·that. it was entirely 

~ for the North VletnamcSe to have constructed underground facilities in the environs of 

,..,.. (2) portions of "A T"A anciJluy structuRS are buried,. and (3) the function of cetWn 
~. 'Y\. r.. are --_t--wn --.I 4:. __ L __ • _. 

WI&.flU auu. wartent ,U&UIQ lOvestigWOfL No MI of other 

~ facility sites was available from DIA during this quick. look. 

6 
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In order to make definitive statements conceming the existence of , 
underground facilities at specified locatiom in and around Hanoi. the following activities are 

recommended. 

L Obtain and analyze all available historical data to include the following. 

I) Examine all available 

the Hanoi area. Perfonn detailed examinations and 

I1T 
HI whic:h MT 

excavation or activity MT associated with existin, 

underground structures. 

2) Expand the collection and analyses of geologic/geotechnical 

information. Determine the enginc:.ering properties of subsurface materials in orda to predict the 

most likely excavation methods, water handling and surface and wxk:tgrowld ~cavatioQ. suppon 

te<:hniqucs. 

3) Analyzc historical construction actiVities. Catalog visibk: 

CONtruction.that occu.aed. during the period of interest. Analyze construction practices to inclndc 

f~onexcavationlconstructionmdhods. dewatering methods and excavation SUI'JIO"'I""'''"'_I 

Attempt to detennioc it the North VICtIWnIeSe procured aitical suites of un<lu.gnl'w>d ex""v'"'"1 

or construction equipment in the period before or during suspected construction. 

4) Analyze any as built construction drawings. 

docoments. and geotechnical data for the a:eas of inte:est which has, or may be. obtained 

intelli~~c:e community. 
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b, Develop criteria for and perlonn current local 

~ to include lhe following. . .... 
and remote data 

I) Develop a list of questions for interviews of local 

~ and conduct such interviews. 

2) Deploy personnc:l bowledgeable in undezground construction 

II Ibnoi to examine the locale. 

. " 
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