
lage. So the guy on the north side then asked h im, where the are you at? What the devil are you doing? And he replied, well, I'm on the rabbit. And he asked, well do you mean by, on the rabbit? And he said, well, you ' rabbit hill. And then he gave the high point number for the And so the guy on the north end says, well, what the devil are doing down there? 
So he described to him, I'm sitting in the little draw on northwest side of the hill, just below the peak, and I'm ov,er1ool<illilr : combat base umpty-ump and my purpose here is to observe ments in and out of there so that we can direct artillery and rocket fire on the U.s. troops in the area. Now, I was familiar with the term for that hill as the Rabbit, be­cause I talked to a lot of PAVN personnel who worked that a rea and the silhouette of that hill on their maps suggested a silhouette of a rabbit. 

Anyway, the folks who received this tape from me came back to quarrel, because their translators told them that that segment of tape said nothing more than I saw a rabbit. And they suggested that maybe I needed to look at my-check my interpreter's creden­tials, because they seemed to have manufactured a lot of informa­tion. 
At that point I shared with them the verbatim transcript we made of it. They took their tapes back and they came back later and apologized and said, thank you very much. Well, the point of that story is that there are considerable differ­ences in talent and capability on the part of interpreters. I'm not just leaping to a conclusion when I say that this was different in­formation rather than new information. We don't know why it was different. 

Senator SMITH. Let me just ask a couple of points on that, be­cause I know we have to move on. The reason that I brought it up, the EC-47, was because I think it relates to what we're trying to establish in terms of analysis, in terms of how you-and I use it as a case study to try to determine how you come to the conclusions that you have come to. 
Now, that is the purpose of it. Now, when you say before the committee in the last testimony, whenever that date was when you were here in July or whatever date it was-when you were asked if there is any evidence that anybody survived the EC-47 incident, and you say there is no evidence. Now, I am just asking you as a point of definition, why is a radio message not evidence? Mr. DESTATTE. If the radio message, in fact, referred to this crew, then it would be evidence. But this radio message has nothing to do with this particular crew. 

Senator SMITH. Okay. 
The CHAIRMAN. You were going to say why it has nothing. Mr. DESTATTE. Yes. The assumption is that the only aircraft that were down, the only potential candidates for this were the crew of the EC-47. There, in fact, were at least three ARVN helicopters that were down in an area that would have caused the crew, if cap­tured, to be evacuated through Vinh at the approximate time frame of this partiCUlar-that we acquired this particular piece of intelligence. 
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. d f . who was a pilot in the Vi­in fact, a personal frIen f 0 frT::::; of his who was the pilot of iodn""i<l Air Force IS aWf{e.o a are that that friend, in fact, was helIcopters. e IS aw d to North Vietnam. his crew and was ~ovew of trying to locate, to deter­in tbehe Plf~~~ ~'~~ ~~rvived captivity and is here 10 mem r o'f fi d him we might have an answer to ~tJnit;ed States. And I we 10 , 

message really refers ~" at the time you drew this con-' __ at<>r SMITH. But, the POI'.' IS, . S what I am saying is, yoU did not have that mforW:tdi~~u':;;ed the one that went is no other aircraft mk~ll.:dgThere is no other aircraft missing nd the people were 1 . 
aarea li.ke this. f ts that you gave me, the outline not d,sputmg any of t~e n'dc what happened. I do not dispute gave me on the cras a . h n of that But what I am facts . I have n.o quarrel Wit r:dro messag~. The message is get at h~re a'S~ :~:tUif~~;s. Then you start doin~ anal~sls ~~x~l:'~~:~~'~n'~thi~i about Vinh in the message. There Ir not~t::..1 being 240 miles away in the message. That IS ana YSls 
later . ~ 'tself The message itself s~aks or 1 . Y u noted that the second Mr. DESTATTE. The mltlalta,:"eda;eioot~ote. I feel confident that r"1e,rsion of that message con me '" the version, the first v~rsion of that message. s:;~a~~~;;S~!M~I~TIH:'. I ca~no\ read '~. a footnote And that footnote, Mr. I Ahnd It aed°t~':re~~~t said that it came from Vinh from the peop e w 0 ISSU , in their judgment. . h been more honest to say to the Senator SMITH. Would ktdnot a'f\here was evidence, if anybody com,:"ittee, when t e r e YOt':,S' ago when you testified! ,":,ould it SUrvIved Baron 5 a ew m~n e had a radio transmission . We not have been more honest say,.w. h tever you-but we did not believe the ~adio ~ansm~slO~ ~~t w: found that we did think-we also exammed t e lcras h SI were at the site, we do not not have-based on the peop e "! 0 think anybody survived ahnd heyre IS :a~a' there is no evidence, You did not say tat. ou , 

Mr. DeStatte. .' . t tent is the assumption that Mr. DESTATTE. ImplICit 10 you: sa eU's also implicit that there's I don't believe thiS radIO transmission. 
confirmed evidence that-

d I b r ved it Roger Shields believed Senator SMITH. Everybo Y e se e Ie . 
it. I . ted out earlier as I noted earl i-Mr. DESTATTE. Well, anld as h lom ddress as we progress through er, that IS a tOPIC that WIS 0 a.. I . I does not relate ~his. But I believe that !a~iO tran~ml:s~~ndO:S s~~r r~late to this EC-10 any way to thiS partlcu ar lOCI en't know who it is, but it could 47 crew. It could posslblybbe-\ don of those three ARVN aircraft, possibly be the crew mem ers 0 one helicopters. 

Now, that's assuming-- wI'thl'n 45 minutes of the Se S W e they missing nator MITH. er 
time? 
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Mr. DESTATTE. As I noted earlier, it is physically impossible strains credulity beyond what's reasonable, to assume that ' PA VN unit could have reached that crash site, captured four-any four people from that particular incident and radio transmission confirming that passing through Vinh 46 utes after that aircraft went down. 
Senator SMITH. First of all, we do not know if they were at crash. If they were at the crash and died, yes. But we did not any bodies, so we do not know if they parachuted out because did not find any parachutes. So we do not know what happened them. That is the point. We really do not know. 
To me, for you to say that there were other aircraft missing you cannot tell me who they are Or how many people were them, how many years later, 20 years later, you are telling me that there are other aircraft missing in that area and it was within that 45 minute period that this message was reported. I mean, that Us outrageous. 

Mr. DESTATTE. Let me quote from a letter written by the corn­mander On the spot as to whether or not there was indications that people had bailed out of that. This man was much closer to the scene than I am from this location in time. 
Senator SMITH. I would like to know who the aircraft were. Senator McCAIN. Please continue. 
Mr. DESTATTE. Okay. I'll just extract from-let's see, let me fi nd the relevant portion here. 
The CHAIRMAN. Could I just clarify a couple of things while you are maybe looking at it? In Senator Smith's summary of the thing, originally it was stated that there were no parachutes found and the buckles of the seats were undone. Was that found in the back of this plane? Was there an examination for parachutes? 
Mr. DESTATTE. Sir, they were not able to get into the rear of the aircraft, but if--
The CHAIRMAN. But is there anywhere where they cited the buckles? 
Mr. DESTATTE. Yes, with your indulgence, I will find this specific passage in here where the commander on this, in the field, noted the-made note of that particular concern. 
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. DeStatte, let me just ask you. Is that not sig­nificant, if the seats are unbuckled? 
Mr. DESTATTE. In fact, the commander on the spot said just the reverse. But I wanted to quote--
The CHAIRMAN. That is what I am trying to get it. 
Senator SMITH. Did Ron Scofield say that? Did Mr. Scofield say that? Do you know who Mr. Scofield is? 
Mr. DESTATTE. I know who Ron Scofield is. And I spoke to Ron Scofield. And since you raised Ron Scofield, we will get to the issue that I hoped to save for last. Why did so many people believe this? Ron Scofield told me--
The CHAIRMAN. Let us slow down. Let us slow down. Who is Ron Scofield? 
Mr. DESTATTE. Ron Scofield is the radioman who accompanied the three parajumpers onto the crash site. Ron Scofield, when I spoke with him, was an E-9, which is the highest enlisted grade in 
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F with the Air Force Security Service, at that orees, 
in England. . to I k irAIBI\{Al~. So he was present when the team went m 00 

::;A" .. TTE. He was part of the team. 
. He was on the ground? ~!~~~ That is correct. .. And what did he say regardmg th,s? ~~~~~~'I quote ear lier the observations of th<; four team cOlnc.lrl·ed that, yes, that in fact was h,s Judgment. I 
in our files I have his statement th.at was made, ::::.::::~~t that was made and signed at the t,me of the m­his judgment at the ti!"e, on 9 February, that there '-ollutely no chance of any surv,vors.. . . 

• It of t he messages-and ,t 's 'mportant to under-rhe~e messages are-we are talking about the NSA 
t reports. NSA-the kind of traffic, the cable t~affic 

out of NSA can be divided-relevant to the ,ssue 
is divided into two broad categones. . a . product. Something ~hat goes through their uality control process. There ,s another ty~ of mes­'ts an informal, analyst to analyst ?ommumcatlOn, a that affords the analyst an opportumty to share ,deas, ideas off of other analysts. It is all very inf,?rmal an~ ,t go through any quality control proc<;clure. It ,s somethmg vital to a dynamic and effective analytlCal process. . there were a series of messages that flow, some of wh,c~I to recover, that flowed between Jerry Mooney and the 'dr Service Command at Kelly Air Force Base. An ' .'.""ren,t1v was a good deal of that that was shared w,th the 

out there in Thailand. . 
traffic this message traffic, all of wh,ch was 
an.al'vs't musings in which Jerry Mooney took 

into a house, taking this one sentence 
page and a half message that we see on 

~:~'r,;;~k and III it into 

that was informal traffic. That was something that circum­the quality control process that existed at NSA. That repre­One man's musing. There was no effort, because-­CHAIRMAN Now let me come back to--
DESTATTE.· Right back to Scofield. I'm sorry. I lost track of 
we went. . . t f told me that when they began rece",:mg these messages ou sc:,., his confidence in what he at that t'm~ thought w~ an N 
~~;~~~~~~~~~n~rlh. was so confident m the mtegr't~ ~f that , out of their headquarters, that he was. w,llmg to his own personal observations and try to find m h,s ?~ to explain how he could have, how he could have mlSm­evidence that he saw in front of h,m when he was on 

i~~;;~: had learned that, in fact, there was. nothing but that one .J then he realized that his judgment, m fact, had been cor-

CHAIRMAN. Okay, now let me come back for a minute. 
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. The original judgment was based on their looking at SIt" and the. material. Now, as I looked at these pho,to~rraph;"': trymg m thIs non-blown up section to determine 
But a lot of the plane just seems to be disintegrated Mr. DESTA'M'E. That's correct. 
The CHAIRMAN. So there is not really much you cannot see a seat. There is no seat left. 
Mr. DESTA'M'E. In the back? 
The CHAIRMAN. Front. 
Mr. DESTA'M'E. In the front, they were able to make out Mr. SHEETZ. Senator Kerry, I think a critical point is­The CHAIRMAN. No, I want to just pursue this for a What was left in the back? 
Mr. DESTA'M'E. In the back? 
The CHAIRMAN. Part of the fuselage? 
Mr. DESTA'M'E. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. Were there identifiable seats in the back? ,Mr. DESTA'M'E. Nothing that-they were not able to see in It s my understandmg based--
The CHAIRMAN. So, they made no determination as to or parachutes? 
Mr. DESTA'M'E. In the back, that's correct. However, they_ The CHAIRMAN. So where does this come from? 
Mr. DESTA'M'E. I don't know. They made no determination The CHAIRMAN. Senator Smith? . 
Senator SMITH. I am sorry. I did not hear that. 
The CHAIRMAN. Well, in your opening statement, you said the seatbelts were unbuckled and that the parachutes were there. Now that seems to mdlcate something. They are saying could not tell. 
Mr. DESTA'M'E. Here's a letter dated--
The CHAIRMAN. Where does this come from? 
Senator SMITH. It had to Come from-it came who were on-site. 
Mr. DESTA'M'E .. Here's a letter dated April 17, 1973, signed Colonel Humphries, who was the commander of this Air Force out there. And I 9uote, interrog~tion of the pararescue team vealed ti?-at partIal remams dIscovered in the aircraft strapped mto the seats, strapped into the seats normally by the pilot and the two copilots. 
It is unrealistic to assume that these remains were those of other members of the crew. End quote. 
The CHAJRMAN. What about the other area of the plane? Mr. DESTA'M'E. They were unable to get into the back plane. 
The CHAIRMAN. So they saw nothing and made no obsel'vaUDI of seats? Was there any recordation of seatbelts or pa rachutes? Mr. DESTA'M'E. None. 

. Mr. SHEETZ. Can I add sort of a common sense piece of inlfOrlml bon hTre? Senator McCain 's a flyer. Perhaps he can anl plily what I m about to say. 
Here w~ have an a ircraft that is flying in a controlled ail'S~I~ WIth an aIrborne control monitoring uni t. Another collector a lar collector, another a ircraft in the immedia te a rea, consta~t 
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and forth. He reports one time that he's seen some This is at night, okay. And then we don't hear any­
him. He fails to make a radio check. 

along in an area like that and he takes antiaircraft to sar I've been hit. And if he's losing altitude or , he; going to say, we're going to have to bailout. 
out. 

get any of that. When you look at this picture, what a plane that fell like a s~one, straight vertical dive one time. It flIpped over on Its back and caught on fire. father flew in C-47's in World War II, flew over the 'th;-II{~~al,a~~., That's an aircraft that you don 't get out of in level let alone a vertical dive in an aircraft 
its ability to 

guys are wearing beepers. Everyone's wearing beepers. It's here by Senator Smith that four guys could have gotten out 

SMITH. I did not allege anything. I used the facts. I used messages. I did not allege anything. 
I am not sure where that came from. We're not able that. But let's just say four guys got out of the aircraft. all trained in escape evasion and rescue. They' re all wear­One of the beepers maybe didn't work. Sure. Two, pos-unlikely. 

heard from, very unlikely. 
at the facts surrounding this case, I think you'd have have to come to a position that it would have been ex­difficult for men to have bailed out of an aircraft that's velrti(:alliv in an increasing speed and impacts on the ground, 

and burns. 
SMITH. Mr. Sheetz, I do not dispute that. I am not a I do not dispute any of that. All I am trying to point out of analysis, let me just put it this way quickly. EC-47 is lost on a given day, February 5, 1973. 45 minutes a radio transmission is received, okay. There are no other in the area that have been lost in that period of time, in period of time. There are four bodies, eight people 

.m·cnHL Four bodies are recovered, four are not. All of the say make sense as far as whether people did not get out, 
.,,1"1---1 do not dispute any of it. 

saying, when a question is asked and we look at the a question is asked by a witness before this committee, is evidence and you say, no, I think that is very, very mis­not downright being dishonest. 
SH1EET1:. I understand the Senator's point. 

SMITH. And I think you have to express-we are an over­
~:,'nn~lt1;ee. We are trying to find out how you analyze data. I see that kind of response to questions that I am trying II'Ial.yze data, I frankly do not know what to believe or what---­am saying to you is, you not only, this is not simply a where you had no message. This was further than that. got a message. You got a lot of activity on that message. It =:t ali the way to Secretary Kissinger. That is how far that mes-went and maybe beyond. 
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So it was-as a matter of fact, in the Eagleburger memo, it 
so far .as to suggest that maybe we ought not to even continue 
the bringing. home of the American POW's and maybe 
SIder resuming the war as a result of this and other u' lIo'r",,,, 
that has been coming out. 

So this is not a small matter. And for one individual 
say before this committee that he himself decides that 
valid message whe!, everybody else disagrees, all the 
the crash. If you did not have the message fine I do 
any of it. But you had a message. And you 'do n~t have 
aircraft missing in the area in that time frame and you 
explained it to me. 

And then you tell me, well, maybe if I go back, I could find 
body. 20 years later. That is a little late. You are good. I give 
credit. You are damned good. 

Mr. DESTATI'E. Sir, you very articulately described the 
and the tragedy of allowing one analyst's judgment to 
checked. 

Senator SMITH. So, there was an agency jUdgment, not an 
lyst, the agency. 

Mr. DESTATI'E. No, sir. I beg to differ with you, sir. Jerry 
ey's May 2, 1973 message was the message that caused 
sons to believe that intelligence information confirmed some 
bers of the Baron 52 crew were captured. When I researched 
incident in 1986, experts from the National Security 
formed me that the serial number of Jerry Mooney's 
message identified the message as an office mi~f.~~~[,,; 
electronic mail that gave analysts a flexible and n~~~~:r~ 
exchanging views and information. The NSA experts il 
NSA used a different type of serial number to identify an 
coordinated and approved agency product. 

And had it been issued through the normal procedures 
would have made it an agency position, I am confident that 
Mooney's superiors would have asked him to document each 
assertions that he made in that lengthy message and they 
have found that they were unsubstantiated by the facts . 

The CHAIRMAN. That's the lengthy message. 
Mr. DESTATIE. Yes, that's correct. 
The CHAIRMAN. What about the short message, the single 

message that Senator Smith points out gives rise to this . 
where the message comes from within the 45-minute 
how you make a judgment at that point in time about that 
without the benefit of the hindsight and the knowledge and 
forth 20 years later? 

At the point in time where the crash took place, there is 
message that comes out 45 minutes later, correct? 

Mr. DESTATIE. That's correct. The information was collected 
proximately five and a half hours after Baron 52 went down; 
the first report containing a translation of that information 
issued about 46 minutes later. 

The CHAIRMAN. And that message gets transferred to sOlnebO<IlY· 
to where? It was intercepted, correct? 

Mr. DESTATIE. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Relayed? 
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J)BS'rATI'E. I spoke with one f'f_i~, I fear that in order. to 
question adequately, 1m gomg to be close to gettmg 
matters. To say it in an unclassified way, I hope it is, 

we have in terms of where the entity was that 
the initial report, that was acquired by our serv­

in reported through our channels-the best in­
have on that is the analytical comment made by the 

issued our report, the initial report. 
pelcso:n, whoever he was, spelled out the reasons why he 

the particular entity that was holding the four pilots 
in the text of the initial report was located in the vicini­
And I later was able to track down one of the two per­

aboard-he would have been_ither he or his col­
have been the person who actually acquired that in­

----.- - issued that initial report. 
indicated in the introduction to his 2 May 1973 mes­

based his analysis on information contained in the 
iftt"rceot collected on 5 February 1973. In that introduction, 

had "reviewed all available information concern­
mentioned in the 5 Feb message and no addition­

ec:t:iOI1S or amplifying information concerning the disposition 
were revealed. For your information and consideration 

is a recap of the intercept and some observations con-
..... ___ sub.ject." 

ie~Ff~~ far was Vinh from the crash site? 
gosh, that's--

on that map. It's marked on that map. 
CilAUtMj.N. 240 miles? 

:;.::;:..~TrE. I think that's correct. I have it written down here 

"MJLTH. That is the origin of the message? 
VZ::'Tj.TIE. Yes, 240 miles. 

SMITH. That is the origin of the message. It did not say 
~1O,!,ers were there. That is the origin of the message. 

VZMj'TIE. I beg to differ. 
~~S~;~~~" You differ with that? 
U Yes. My recollection is different. But we're still 

versions, two different versions of that one sentence. 
~~,~~~~": We have got to begin to move on. 
L Senator Smith also mentioned-nowhere in either 

versions is there any mention of water, is there any men­
making reports, mentions of a Mr. Von and all the other 

that appears in that 2 May message. Where that information 
acquired I have no idea. However, I do know that Jerry 

himself, in one of his messages, stated explicitly that that 
report was the only information that his analysis was based 

I'm left to conclude that most of the detail in that May 2 mes­
Was just-it was fiction. 

SMITH. Excuse me. You said that you believed the mes-

DESTATIE. Yes. 
SMITH. You just did not believe it was the EC-47? 

UE:.::iT'ATT". That's correct. 
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Senator SMITH. Well, then, it is not a fictional message. 
Mr. DESTATTE. Most of the information in Mr. Mooney's 

message, not the original message, most of the information 
Mooney's May 2 m~ge is fiction. And I am saying that I 
the orlgmal, the ongmal message, is quite probably true 
ably relates to four pilots. . 

Senator SMITH. Who are they? 
Mr. DESTATI'E. In my judgment-well, first off, who they are 

They are not members of the EC-47Q crew. 
Senator SMITH. Who are they? 
Mr. DESTATI'E. They are probably pilots or airmen from the 

public of Vietnam Armed Forces who are being moved to 
Vietnam. There were several ARVN aircraft that are 
three of which have a crew of four and could have had P.!!:lSellll 
on board. Or it could be an amalgam of several crews. 
some OV-I0's down. There are a number of other ailccraft 
that have one or two crew members on board. But it is not 
47 crew. 

And it would be wrong to assume that the EC-47, that 
province of candidates for that message is the EC-47 crew. 
a very wide province of candidates. 

The CHAIRMAN. I take it this area was outside of this air·o),,,. 
operating area? 

Mr. DEST A Tl'E. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Were they still in communication outside 

their operating area? 
Mr. DESTATI'E. I don't understand the question. 
The CHAIRMAN. Did they go out of communication in any 
Mr. DESTATI'E. Oh, the air crew. The last communication 

in-let me double check. 
The CHAIRMAN. I seem to recall you said there was a report 

antiaircraft fire that they made at 10 minutes. 
Mr. DESTATI'E. At 0140. 
The CHAIRMAN. At 0140. 
Mr. DESTATI'E. So, there were 20 minutes remaining between 

time of that last report and their next scheduled routine 
check. So there was a 20-minute lapse. 

The CHAIRMAN. I am sorry. During the course of the W'ffilUIU 
lapse, would they have been capable of flying out of radio 
nication area? 

Mr. DESTATTE. No. We can take the speed of that aircraft 
with the known location of the crash site, we can make some 
definitive jUdgments. 

The CHAIRMAN. They would still have been in communication? 
Mr. DESTATI'E. Oh, yes. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Certainly with an airborne aircraft. 
The CHAIRMAN. And they were in fact in communication with 

airborne aircraft. 
Mr. SHEETZ. That's right. 
Mr. DESTATI'E. With two other aircraft, with three other o;,·cr'lI' 

Moonbeam Airborne Command and Control Center, Spector 20, 
Baron 62. 

The CHAIRMAN. And did all of those aircraft hear the message 
with respect to the antiaircraft fire? 
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_.TAn ••. The only thing that's in the record is that it was a 
D:~;:~~~b~lcw''''n Baron 52 and Baron 62. ::. . Did Baron 62 report hearing any message what-

hit, we are hit, we are going down, we are going to 
or anything? 

"s,'ATTE. None whatsoever. 
None whatsoever. They just went dead, silent. 

g:~~~~~:.' That's correct. And I was looking for the refer-

t:JL~IR:M)'N . Is there any reason that, for secrecy or for any 
they would not have communicated had they been hit 

it? 
bII:ST·ATT~. No, sir. As a matter of fact, the commander, in 

next of kin, goes into considerable detail about 

~~~~~~:!~~unlikelihood-that there would have been no believed then that unless there had been some 
that caused that aircraft to plummet at high 

would have-the centrifugal force is extrapolating a 
but the centrifural forces at work there would have 

the crew from-that s a good point. Let me digress for a 

, as he points out here, the crew in the back end, the 
in question here, for a variety of reasons, do not wear 

p8lr8c:hutes while they're in that aircraft. It's hot, it's uncom­
and in fact, prevents them from accomplishing their as­

mu!Sicln while they're in that aircraft. 
they're trained such that it would-they could, within 2 

suit up. That's a long time. They also pointed out that be­
the altitude, it's cold up there, so they fly with the back 

and it would take another several seconds or a minute to 
door. 

aircraft was subjected to some catastrophic incident that 
it to go into an uncontrolled dive, there would have 

McCAIN. It would have been easier for the pilot and co­
out than the ones in back. 

UE:ST.~T1'E. That's correct. And they were found strapped in 
according to this comment by the commander. 
McCAIN. When the chute is deployed, does the beeper 

~~~~~~g~O off? r, It's my understanding that it can be-you can set 
goes off automatically or not. 

McCAIN. We do not know in this case. 
DESTATI'E. In this case, we don't know. But the commander 
the man who is responsible for their training, the man who 

~,~~:~f~~l~ the best, he says that, again paraphrasing, in 
~ unlikely that at least one of those crew members 

triggered his communication, his emergency com­
Iication device, to lead rescue aircraft to them in the event they 
~;:'S;~~IE~ou~~t of that aircraft. 
'" Can I add another sort of sanity point here? You've 

aircraft that's downed in the dead of night in an area that's 
densely forested, so much so, that the search and rescue 

o:o~'tel"s that came in had trouble getting their jungle penetra-
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tors do~ through to get the men on the ground to investigate 
crash SIte. 

Yet, if we w~re to believe that this report that we think 
ed from the V Inh a~ea pertained to this ai rcraft, between 
period when the aIrcraft last failed its radio check Or 
heard from to t~e time this message came on, why we're 
about, clearly, minutes. 

And if these men were to be in captiyity, they would have 
have been rounded up In the dead of mght in an extremely 
p:,cked area. When four guys, if they were to have gotten 
aIrcraft, they would have been spread over quite a QL!;tanc.!. 
just the ability of people on the ground, first to find 
the crash occurred, then to round up four guys and 
on the Wire In hterally minutes, it really strains )udgmE'nt, 

Mr. DESTAITE. And to jump out of that not a 
tical aircraft where you press a button and everybody gets out 

The .CHAIRMAN. Well, it takes out about an hour to go a . 
of a mIle or a half mIle, let alone 240 miles. 

Mr. DESTAITE. That's correct. And these people would have 
been-the very nature of that aircraft, to get out of the back 
would have had to have jumped, physically jumped out of the 
of that aircraft one at a time. They would have been sh'ur,,, 
They .would have been dispersed over some area, which 
comphcates the process of lxating these four individuals in 
time period in that terrain. 

Mr. ~HEETZ. ~nd I might add, this isn't an unconfigured cargo 
47. We re talking about one that, the back end of it is 
jammed with electronics. The guys have little 
they've got to work in, receiver stations and a 
na~r~w little path that they've got to walk down the middle of 
ThIS IS an extremely cramped and crowded aircraft. 

A1;'d . the likelih~ of th~ir being able to get out of an 
that ~ In a power dIve, that s perhaps spinning out of control 
centrifugal forces are at work, strapped into their listening 
tions, to have gotten out of that, to have gone up to the rack on 
bulkhead, grabbed the parachute, put it on and gotten out of 
aircraft, it really strains credulity. 

Mr. DEST~TTE. If there was time to do that, there certainly 
have been time for somebody in that aircraft to have used one 
their radios to make a mayday call, a distress call. 

Senator MCCAIN. Mr. Chairman, could I just ask one more? 
Mr. DeStatte, the reason why you are affirming your previous 
mony was because you do not view that message as evidence 
ing to the crash of the airplane? 

Mr. DESTAITE. That's correct. Yes, sir. 
Senator SMITH. Is it accurate to say that other people do? 
Mr. DESTAITE. It's accurate to say that other people had a 

deal of ,faith in that May 2 message that Jerry Mooney puuu:",~u: 
thmk I m also con~dent that each of those persons, apprised of t¥ 
full facts on that Issue, would change their view. And I think It. 
tr!-,ly tragic. I think. some of those men have lived all these yeart 
WIth the smcere behef that here was a good case and it was a good 
case because they believed, NSA said it was a good case. They we'" 
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that Sergeant Jerry Mooney said that it was a good case. 
the only person that said it was a good case. 

Senator Smith, Laos. 
. Mr. Chairman, are we going to lunch today? 

lVU"'-'JU"Well, I have got to keep it moving here because 
bit behind. 
, if I could, the~e is one point that's left hang­

May message. Very qUickly, that message came to us 
text of that message made it appear that it could 

downed aircraft. There were two subsequent messages 
from the same source that didn't reach us because the 

messages was clear that they were not related to a 
ail"",.ft. In fact, what that related to was an F -4 that was 
~~~~io,~fire, and flew off to the west. And the command 
.. that reported having hit that aircraft was in­

subordinates to go out and try to find the wreckage 
whether or not it went down, and it gave them a time 

aircraft was an F -4. It was flying over western Quang 
IIVlnoe, and it was struck at 0900 hours on, I believe-I'm 

itIl,m--On the 16th Or 17th of February. It was not an EC-47, 
the 5th of February, and it was not in Laos. And that 

a.m. in the morning on that date. At 1220 hours that same 
F -4 aircraft requested emergency landing permission at 
base. I was unable to confirm conclusively that that was 
aircraft, but when we take a look at the date, the circum­

the time, in all likelihood, that's the aircraft. 
SMITH. Let's try to shift gears. I've been asked to intra­

Oudamsai cluster in terms of an overview. And the staff­
we have maps and things up here to indicate it. The staff 
on the map approximately 445 sightings that alleged Amer­

captivity in Laos. 60 of those are first-hand, and 395 are 
and third-hand. The staff chose this region, it's a very 
region in northern Laos, and it spans the southern part of 
Saly Province and the northern part of-I'm not good at 

,pro)n~mciiations here-Luang Prabang. 
reference, let's call it the Oudamsai area, because the 

Oudamsai is central to much of the reporting that we 
about. This is the area in which the Chinese built a 
1960's from the Chinese border almost to Luang Pra-

few U.S. air or other operations took place in this area, 
other parts of Laos such as the Plain of Jars. Other 

,-,n,m.ese road, during the war there were really no strate­
in this region, so it seems a little bit strange that sight­
appear there. 

one of the reasons why we decided to plot those. The 30 
after Homecoming, because of that I think merit special 
There are far more and more detailed sightings of al-

1J'_,/U]le,·ic,.M in captivity in this area since Homecoming than 
't1ih·t;~~~.~1~ be the case. If you look at the examples of other 
'. tend to be areas where prisoners were held and 

were prisoner activity. In this case, that is not so. 
. Sighting reports concern five related prison locations. Six 

Ilghtings are first-hand, 24 are second- Or third-hand. One of 
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the six, file 13347,. is a sighting dated prior to ~~~~~~)~~::f; 
Included because It. IS sttll under analysis and , 
contlnUlty of reporting from the region. It was not pos'-~ 
map because the date is 1971. """ 

The prisOl~S involved have rather exotic names. It sound 
to the American ear, I guess. I will do my best to s 
Oudamsal has already been discussed; Muong Khoua, 
Nam Bac, and Houey Lang. Those prisons and camps 
":'Idely and seen; rather unconnected when you look at 
emily. ~hey d.on t look hke a cluster in a visual sense. 
cluster In a visual se!lse, as a location. But the sources 
ages among these prisons that are not obvious as you look 
map. 

So the. first glance in that region, I don't know if anybod 
POint to It or not, at first glance, the flags on that map do y 
ter .or do not seem to until you begin reading the reports 
telhgence had reports of Americans held in this region as' 
1968. In 1971, a CI:\ assessment reported POW's held in 
and DI;\- still carries an, I believe in 1971, eyewitness 
three pIlots In Oudamsai which is still under 

But what do the reports say after That is 
,,:hat we are concerned with. The reports after 
dIsclosed s~me rather distinctive features of the camp 
FIrst, the dispersal pattern tends to hide the fact that the 
work together. They move people around, they Support 
according to the sources. Terrain, weather, difficulties of 
a yery remote area contribute to interaction among the 
think Senator Kerry and .1 saw .evldence of that just t",vpli,; 
the area of Laos, not In thIS parttcular area, but traveling 
out Laos. 

Second, the Nam Ou and Nam Bac rivers are the lifeline of 
regIOn. because of the underdeveloped road net. So several 
have SIghted American POW's in movement by boat on 
way. That IS what they say. The sources are consistent 
that the alleged Americans are held apart in caves or ca:mp",.' 
that the caves and the camps are near major prisons 
tton and work camps for the Lao, but not directly accessible 
servable. 

So the alleged American POW's are not held with any Lao 
oners or any othe'.' prIson~r:s. The sightings almost always 
under very dlstmctlve condlttons. The sources of the sightings 
were on work det81ls or were providing service to a camp 
they saw the prisoners. The alleged POW's themselves are 
from .the place of captivity when the sighting OCCUrs. So the 
are SIghted not by Inmates of the Lao camps, in this case, 
trustees, by guards, by those providing food or other services to 
camp holding these Americans. 

Over half of the 30 sources and subsources fall into these 
ries of observation. Several of the hearsay reports relate 
by Laottan offiCIals that American POW's are held in the area. 
reports have been received continuously since 1973 and all the 
up through 1989. After Homecoming but prior to 1979 those 
ports are consistent in reporting sightings that total le~s than 
POW's in this region. 
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1979 the Chinese launched an attack against Vietnam 
1()80's the reports are consistent in reporting double 
after that at tack. From 1986 to 1989, th ree separate 

_trC,!S have reported between 16 and 21 POW's held in 

is some other intelligence data. The staff investiga­
were somewhat confused by the reporting from this 

natte.rn seemed to develop. There was no imme­
n~~~~~~:~obvious, until they discovered the blowup or 

-;~~~~~;~~~~~~tif;;r~om Laos. And on December 2, 1980, a Lao 
.. that transfer of 20 American and 16 Lao 

Olld.lmsal Province to Vientiane took place. 
message? John, can you read the message? My 

read. 
It was a verbatim transcript, sir. 

S.IITH. What I just read was verbatim? 
Yes. 
It was a verbatim transcript. Again, a message, 
20 American and 16 Lao POW IMIA's from Ou­

to Vientiane to take place. That is what it said, 
your comment on that in a minute. 

is the second area of Laos presented in this hearing 
we have national technical information that states 

prisoners of war were held in Laos after Homecoming. 
in',es;tig~ation to date indicates that there are two more 

Laos. We are not going to get into all of those today. 
to point out the difference here in this one as it was, 
the last one where we spent so much time on the EC­
part that makes it very difficult for me to understand 

~n!~IU~'S of analysis here is not only do we have source re-
the DIA has spent a great deal of time on and we 

thrOll!!ll. we have also taken that source reporting using 
rl "ob>rM it in the ways that we talked about. And 

<Ii.,,, ,,,,,,,,, or agree on the two types of analysis. They 
'_ .... II! .~le'lIIlem each other. 

case, as in the case of the EC-47 , we now have other 
is not source, it is not cluster, it is technical. And at this 

have not heard any testimony from any of the folks in the 
that any of this technical data is accurate in terms of 

Arnel'ic'ln POW's. I do not understand that. I find that very 
that we could have these huge means of collecting 

we cannot get into in public session, but it is intelli­
Some of it is imagery, in this case radio traffic. Radio 

is either good or it is not good. If it is not good, then we 
Dot to do it. And why is it bad in the case of identifying traf, 
POW's and good for everything else? 

follow-up report from Laos of the same type indicates at 
of the POW's sent to Vientiane were moved to southern 
number 20 stated in the document up there is close to 

~llI\bers sighted in two separate sighting reports, both hearsay, 
"'Ports, one in 1986 and one in 1989 from the same location. So 

got technical means identifying a number, we have got 
have two sighting reports identifying a similar number, 

~llD.,Il" although aerial photography really does not detect the 
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presence of Americans in captivity-it is good, but it is good-it has helped verify the existence of camps or P~'SOI~S ed by three of the SOurces who claimed to have seen ",nerica captivity. 

So let me conclude on this point and then take the questions, whatever may be the case. Regarding the ~ •.. c . .-..o 
of these sources, 30 sightings have been made by 29 ~e:~alra~ viduals. Six of the reports are from eyewitnesses 
der are second-hand sightings. DIA has conducted ,evaillatill four first-hand sightings and one hearsay report. The 
ness sightings, cases number 770 and 9081, ,a~:n~~d~i~o:~nl:e~ '~i;;hi;, case 9051, are deemed fabrications. So two e: ; ~.~~~~~ one hearsay are deemed fabrications. Two IlrSL-nana SJ 
judged to be sightings of non-U.s. persons and two Ill1st-t'"h ports and 23 hearsay reports are still under analysis. So We huge number-25 reports in this area out of the 30-that under analysis according to DIA. So none of the files refer to the technical documents shown on the 

So I guess in summary what concerns the 
tors is a very remote area, not one where a lot of any prisoner activity during the war. Two, we have out of the 30 that we are talking about, which we 
could get some explanation for regarding from the sourl:es thirdly, a technical means supporting some of this data, which is not always the case. So for that reason we one as one of the clusters, not because of a priority in some of the-I think Mr. Sydow yesterday talked about 
ities. It is not our intention to make it necessarily a DrlOrl~ terms of sightings, but it is our intention to use this and why we bring it up, to use it as an example of technical source and cluster analysis all put together in one lo<:ation area that is very remote, that is not eaSily accessible, that been-we have not readily had access to, and to offer some nation in terms of analysis as to why this would be the case how valid this information may be. 

That gives an overview of it. Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Do we have a response? Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. There is a lot of grist in that. 
Mr. GRAY. First of all, sir, yesterday you were talking about nical means indicating that POW's were being held in Laos 1973, and you showed a blowup yesterday that indicated moved from Viengxay to Vientiane to southern Laos and you what do we know about that, and I said until we put that in text we really don't know. 
We checked that out, and I can tell you exactly what that was about. And this, as you indicated, was a technical m"aIlO. report was a conversation between two Thai units in 1[IaIlI~"':" ~ had nothing to do with Laos. The U.S. Government reprl,"e,ntJau~ in Thailand went to the Thais and said we want 

as to what this is all about. The Thais indicated they They checked into it, determined that the original 
ed the information had talked to a human SOurce. source was identified, contacted, and interviewed. He 
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hearsay that he obtained from people information was 

information, demarches wer~ made t'? the Lao Gov­were asked for further mformahon. They had 
not explain this report. The Thais could provide 

'n:forml't~'~n; Extensive imagery analysIs was conducted " h ·ch the POW's were supposed to be moved. . d~a~ion at all of any activity in that area. The n~ Ute
l 
technical report was it was without foundah~n. ~o proof of this report havmg anythmg to do with 

pOW's. . bo h ? S ITH. You are talkmg a ut t e message . 
M sir. The previous report that you sho~ed yester­
rnEmtior.ed Vientiane, Viengxay, and then bemg moved 

What about this report here? .. M.'IWTHe·' ll have to check this one and put It mto context 
it's all about. That report has been checked out to the We'll check it out and find out exactly what hap-

Dn9ITZ. I guess the critical summary of not this one but the 
. Gray just talked about is. it's ~eally not an mtercept. a national technical piece of mtelhgence that you wo~ld want to give more credence to. It's hearsay mformatlOn picked up through a human source that then was broad­

the airwaves. 
SMITH. That's this message here? 

no. The prior one. 
is down on the floor over there. 

Yeah, okay. We have got to be careful what we ::illln·oTlrii·gins of these messages, I understand that. But my 
is that in this case that this message did come f~om a reliable source, and so you are not prepared to diSCUSS 

No, sir. 

. We'I?;:tthat message into context and we'll find out 
happened. I. . ht· ? u .. u.,~. Do you want to move into the lve slg mgs. 
There's no evidence in all of the reports that have :~:t~~~ in the past that American POW's were there. We " closely with NSA in this regard. They've gone 

\~~~~:E~ our request many, many times, all the rejXlrtmg, S not there that American POW's were hel11n Laos 
.~~~~:~h~:~~g and moved within the country. There s Simply ~ there. h h you look at the clusters that have been put toget er . ere, brought into play Oudamsai Province, I.'hong Saly Pr~:lVmce, ""'8"'0" Prabang Province, as opposed to Just Oudamsa. Prov-

_ "--•• SMITH. Okay, SO without getting into the specifiC;; of that YOu have no other means, collectmg means: of mforma­would substantiate, other than source analYSIS, any analy-
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sis of other technical means that would substantiate what those sources said regarding Amerkan POW's? Mr. GRAY. That's correct. When you consider the means and all the other sources that have been there's no indication that POW's were there or that ~~~.~~ being moved. 

Senator SMITH. Well, this message does, but you are not with that so I am not going to press you on that. But aware of that message? Do you concede the message exists? Mr. GRAY. We've seen that message in the past, absolutely. Senator SMITH. Okay. I think the chairman and I wish to go through some of these sightings, the numbered sightings have, to try to get a little insight as we have in the other as to your reasoning for the conclusions that you have ~._.""". the chairman's wish that we go through the lunch hour? It my wish, but he is the chairman. I'll put him on the spot. The CHAIRMAN. Let's go through another 20 minutes, and we will recess for an hour. 
Mr. GRAY. Sir, there are a couple of points that should be with regard to all three provinces which have been drawn into cluster. 
The CHAIRMAN. Let me just get caught up here adlmillisitralli, I think we are going to have a few back-to-back roll at Okay, let us get through one of these liv~ sightings and then will come back. 
Senator SMITH. The source 995 was a Lao refugee, truck 23 June 1981. You have that one, right? He said that in saw five or six Caucasians in captivity at a west of Khoua. He was accompanying the supply truck u"uv",.'" POW's in chains in the rear view mirror being taken cetera. The background is that he did not disclose this infornnati during an interview in November 1979. He revealed his tion after he Was resettled in the U.S. DIA administered two polygraph tests, both of which i', Idic~' no deception as to his sightings. He was also interviewed two quent times and his story remains consistent. Now, 995 lied his family history and connections and admitted it, but both graph tests registered deception as to family background but no ception regarding POW's, is that correct? Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. 

Senator SMITH. Is that unusual? It is a little unusual, is not Mr. GRAY. It's unusual for a refugee to use someone else's to get into the refugee system and to get into the United and then admit that he did that. He went on to admit many, other things with regard to his background which celrta.in.ly relevant to this case. But just the background factors to this source raised some questions as to who he was and was all about. 
Senator SMITH. There is some very negative background on individual in the record. 
Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. Very much so. The CHAIRMAN. Well, is there anything-I mean, is that the reason for making a determination this was a fabrication? Mr. GRAY. No, sir. We never said this was a fabrication. 

251 

Oka So what is the status? . ..... :IR·T~h~re'· dete~.:nination was that this individual saw SoVI­of Muang Khoua, a group of 8<.>VI;tS. That's the final determmatIOn . IlAIRM.A"'. Yes the final determmatIOn. But what I am . h her~ is a pattern in terms of your analYSIS. Let estabhs 't th's You have an individual who passed I can say I I he saw POW's, yet he flunked the 

~~~~~~~~~ h' questions. He had a horrible back-n:~lesting a minor and a criminal record and tend to take away credibility. Yet what he ~::~!~~;e~~~l~e~saw what he saw, but you're saying t~at they than Americans. So are you concludmg that 
I . ? Caucasians, is that your cone uSlOn.. , Y 'r He never said he saw Amencan POW s. He es, 51 . 

saw Caucasians in the camp. 
SMITH. I see. h h t He was inconsistent as to where t e camp. was, w a doing when he saw them. For exa~ple: m the first i2rvi.,ws he said simply he had seen Caucasla!'s m the ~amp told by a guard that these were Amencan POW S or Later he said I saw Caucasians and they were draped . th~y were going to a nearby pond to. take a bath. inl:ervi',ew's were done, and there were no mdICatlons about So he was inconsistent as to what he reported. he was polygraphed, he was not asked If he had seen h' He was asked only about the CaucasIans that he :nd':~ fact that the guards had told him that those were 
SMITH. This is not meant to be a h.umorous question .. Do any evidence of the Soviets ever bemg m chams, or tied, ~SO'led by the Vietnamese? . No sir, no evidence at all. W~ do ~ave eVldenc;:e-;-we lot of evidence that Soviets were m thIS area at thIS ,g~e they moved about in groups of 4, 6, 8 and 10 men. ey at that time. . . t d then We are going to recess at th,s pom an . at 2:45, because of the votes this af~rnoon. That WIll allow us to go on uninterrupted. We Will go through th~ of the live sighting reports With respect to ~os and cur ' S:::!~;~niin current reports. We stand in recess untll 2:45. n at 1:12 p.m., the hearing recessed.] 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
CHAIRMAN The committee will come back to order. My to everybodY for the delay. As you can tell from all th

l1 have had some back-ta-back votes and we had a s~a ~~ti',e logjam which just tied us up a little bit from gettmg here and I appreciate your patience, and I apologize for the 
were on the last area of live sighting reports fro"? the sf cluster groupings and specifically on the Oudamsal area 0 We looked at number 0995 and you had offered us your rea-
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sons. as. to why 0995 was deemed to be-initially concerns 
fab~lCahon and finally it was Soviets who were determined 
theIr place. Do you have anything to add to that or do we 
to the next one? 

Mr. GRAY. Well sir, with regard to indications that live 
POW's were in this area--

The CHAIRMAN. Can you pull the mike close? 
Mr. GRAY. There are indications that over 2,000 Soviets 

country between this period and into the eighties. 
The CHAIRMAN. How many of them were indicated to be 

guard? 
Mr. GRAY. Most of those Soviets-practically all of those 

who moved about the country were under guard. 
The CHAIRMAN. With guards? 
Mr. GRAY .. Yes sir, ~hat w~s the normal practice, guards 

corts for theIr protectIOn, prImardy beca use of the resistance 
ments throughout the country. Now, it should be noted that 
area where these--

The CHAIRMAN_ It was particularly unsafe, was it not? 
Mr. GRAY. Yes sir, it was unsafe. 
The CHAIRMAN. I might add, it remains unsafe up until 

There were areas we flew over where we were not allowed 
low because of the threat of Our being shot at, and that is in 

Mr. GRAY. Yes sir, same situation. And the area of the 
that this individual has reported up in Muang Khoua, Phong 
Province, is an area in which the resistance has accessed 
moves through at will, so the resistance is well attuned to the 
issue and has been for years. 

The CHAIRMAN. But principally, it is deduction that leads 
say it is Soviets. It is not anything empirical here, it is deduI:tia 
correct? 

Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Coupled with the additional elements of your 

termination that led you to believe this person was evasive or 
ricating. Is that right? 

Mr. GRAY. No sir, we've never indica ted that he was falJril:atlQ 
The CHAIRMAN. Okay. I have here, resolution in terim 

tion. . 
Mr. GRAY. That's one of the earlier evaluations, the final 

tion was-
The CHAIRMAN. That contradicts what you just sa id. You 

there never was any indication of fabrication. Here is a written 
dication of fabrication. 

Mr. GRAY. There were several noted inconsistencies in what 
source had to say. 

The CHAIRMAN. But initially you thought it might be fat.ric,atl<"'" 
correct? 

Mr. SHEETZ. Yes. 
Mr. GRAY. The analysts working this case thought it was roJ"iC:' 

t ion, absolutely. 
The CHAIRMAN. And subsequently, you said no, it is not fabric.­

tion. 
Mr. GRAY. That's right. . 
The CHAIRMAN. But rather were convinced tha t he saw SovIets-
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Yes, sir. Based on the inform~tion we g~ned. in the 
. hf es it was determined SoVIets were m th,s ar".". 

elg .' Is' that the only thing thSoat ~ltsl0-i"s you to draw It, 
I:BAIII~. A~the area therefore, it was vIe. . 

We have ..gain a body of reporting who were held m 
.' . ar camps who were able to move throughout the :'d"ili:;' say there were Soviets in the area. There were 

pov.,s. . te . 'de the )rJURMA.N. Approximately how many m rVlews provl 

W did 60 within our office, and as I indicated yester­
e take into account JCRC interviews and Stoney 

you you're talking well over 1,000. We also have a 
~: p:roject ongoing in Thailand among the refugee camps of 
III and Chin Kiao, and we have thus far screened over 

of 42,000, and, t~at's our goal, to screen all of them. 
are no POW s m that whole area. . 

. Going back to the Baron 52 thmg for one 
CH:AqJlulesloLt~io:Nn occurred to me when I was on the Senate floor. 
a e sentence interception that was transferred and later 
on did either of those interpretations of the one sen-

mention the word American? 
DESTA'M'E. No, sir. . . te? 
CHAIRMAN. Ther exclusively referred to pilot or p,ra . 
DB&rA'ITE. That s correct. . 
CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Now, let us turn to source 5169. ThIS 

interview in May 1986, of a former Royal La,? Army 
sergeant. The date of his sighting or his inv~stigahon was 
1977. The sighting asserts that he saw an mm!lte at !he 
Lang prison, Muang Khoua source. saw CaucasIans bemg 

:~:~u~lnder guard from a truck to a rIverboat. . 
was on a work detail away from the prISOn .. Cauca­

not shackled but were guarded by four Lao pohce. The 
wore semina; cap uniforms and Chinese shoes . . A Lao 
source's work detail told this source that the prISo!,-ers 

Al!'erican POW's being moved down river from Oud~8al !J.e-
resistance activity and were to be flown to a prISOn m 

Laos. d'd d te . _)lutio:n, nationality not determined. But you I e rmme 
not United States POW's. Is that correct? 

United States POW's, no sir. Indications were that 

CHAIRMAN. ~~: what is the indication they were 8?vie~? 
GRAY. They were dressed in b.lue uniforn.'s. The SoVIets m 

area dressed in either blue or ohve-drab uniforms. They trav­
in in this case eight came to the riverbank al!d got on 

were on a truck which was probably a SovIet truck 
II.!!.I!IJ(~Or1ted by Lao police. . . 

~-'I:AIRlI!~N . None of them were restramed "" any manner. . 
None of them were restrained, no SlT. We asked this 

to Come to Washington for further interview. We also asked 
take a polygraph but he refused in both cases ~ coope.rate. 
CHAIRMAN. You did learn of a 10-person SovIet advISOry 

'-un assigned there? 
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Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. There were also seven Chinese prisoners 

this person said specifically that these were seven Caucasians?' 
Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. . 
The CHAIRMAN. So I assume that eliminates the ChinE,..,. 
Mr. GRAY. We had thought all along he was looking at 

opposed to the Chinese, because the Chinese were held at 
Lang camp also, where he was held. 

The CHAIRMAN. You determined that the teams traveled by 
sian truck from Muang Khoua and they were escorted by 
Lao personnel? 

Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. That was a common practice. 
The CHAIRMAN. And they were working throughout that 

from 1986 through 1983? 
Mr. GRAY. Yes sir, they were indeed. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Caucasians were not restrained and they 

peared to be under escort rather than under guard. Did the 
confirm that, that they were under escort rather than guard? 

Mr. GRAY. No, sir. That distinction was never made with 
SOurce. 

The CHAIRMAN. So again, your determination that this is­
Mr. GRAY. These were Soviets moving throughout the 

which would account for his having sighted Caucasians. The 
ets were in this area. Other sources from the same seminar 
say there were no American POW's there. 

The CHAIRMAN. Moreover, he does not say that he noticed 
cans per se, he says here that he learned they were AIloerica 
POW's. Is this correct? 

Mr. GRAY. Yes sir, he saw Caucasians. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now again, is that sufficient? Help us to 

stand the sort of analytical process and standards that are 
here. You are making really a deduction again. Here are 
ductions by which you eliminate this particular live 
report. Is that a deduction that you can have confidence 
that a deduction that is merely a kind of, well, here is one 
explain it, but which also might lend credibility to people's 
about a mindset to debunk. 

And if you want to find a Russian you can find a Russian, 
you do not necessarily dispositively ascertain that it is not what 
was purported to be. 

Mr. GRAY. But the body of reporting from this area from 
sources, the many, many people that we've interviewed that 
been interviewed in the refugee camps indicate American 
were not there at that time. They indicated that Soviets were. 

The CHAIRMAN. Can you give us again a sense that in this 
ticular area, the Oudamsai area of Laos, approxinnately how 
reports would you have culled to make that determination 
Americans not being there? 

Mr. GRAY. Oudamsai, we've got 26 separate sources that we've 
interviewed and then, in the province to the north, 31 separate 
SOurces. 

Mr. SHEETZ. And that doesn't-I don't believe that also counts 
the screening that's been done in the refugee camps in Thailand. 
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CHAIRMAN. Hold on just 1 minute, I am not listening, sorry. 

Reading from your file on 5169: paragraph ~ 6: 
Kh a source visited the semmar camp or 

at Muang louted' approximately 5 kilometers southwest Lao officers oca Kh' P 
Khoua and designated the Muang oua semmar ca~ , 

h Sop Kai seminar camp. He was aware of the eXIst-
HO'UtllV

e 
Lang prison 12 kilometers nort~ of Muan.g Khoua, 

this camp because it was a prIson for crImmal of­
anVdisniltEot<1a seminar camp for former Lao Government per-

. d'd any of the Soviets ever visit Muang Khoua, a/k/a 
t~~h~ Hang Louang detention camps. I am not sure that 

· It did not say the Soviets did not go into the seminar 

into the 

Correct. . 
M/)QltEARY. 595 was in a camp. They saId he saw 

What do you mean? 
~lc~::'~~~;: The first source was in a camp. [pause.] 
~ I understand but as to 5169, there is no allega-

they w~nt into the c~mps, but that is not what you are 

No, sir. h . d ' d t . 
l.."fIAIRlI!IM'. They were in the area, t ey Just I no go m 

'CllDlp. Y. There were in the area, b~ out of Muang Khoua. 
CHAIRMAN. Now, if they did not go mto that camp, what Mr. 

~lrea,ry is pointing out, is that in the prIor report, the .person 
a camp and you determined that there were SovIets m that 

GRAY. Yes, sir. h h d'd t 
CHAIRMAN. So here you have a statement t at t ey I no 
the camps. . 

GRAY. They did not go into the semInar camps. . 
CHAIRMAN. But here, you discern that somebody who was m 
was, in fact, Soviets. . d I' 

· That was not a camp that he we~t mto. H~ w,:,s e IV­
supplies. The earlier source was deliverIng suppl~es mto the 
There is a government facility in this area whIch I~ a ~torage 

: ~:':J"Th~i~~~.~~point. We think that's where the sl~htmg oc­
I:· would have been there. It had nothmg to do 

seminar camp. . I 
CHAIRMAN I just wanted to make sure the record IS c ear on 

The sighting, he saw them in captivity at a camp west of 
~1Iln,g Khoua so he saw them at a camp. 

· I~ this the first source? . 
CHAIRMAN. This is 0995, in .0995, when the truck pulled m~ 

the prison compound, so we are m a prIson compound. You hav 
decided that these were Soviets in the prison compound. 



Mr. GRAY. Sir, he had no idea where he was. He was told he in the area of Muang Khoua and he was there to deliver sUPpllio No ~dications that that was a prison camp and certainly seminar camp. 
The CHAIRMAN. I stand corrected and I think our record stand ~orrected .. The summary said, drove into a prison camp. there 's somethmg here that says he drove into a prison. But here it says, he observed while delivering supplies to a Pathet field unit. 
[Pause.) 
The CHAIRMAN. What puzzles me a little bit here is that source on 0995 claims that he saw Americans, but ttlh~:a~!t~nI:~t'!~~ the source says that he was aware of Soviets in the v was able to identify the individuals as Soviets, based on inform tion from other people. So I sort of get a sense that this person aware of the Soviets and was distinguishing them from people that he may have seen. Mr. GRAY. I'm not aware that he was able to distinguish Soviets and other Caucasians. Mr. SHEETZ. My summary here, Senator, says that on 0995, he ·saw six white men and that a guard told him later that were U.S. prisoners, not that he distinguished that they were prisoners. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, let me read to you-here is your s~~~! Circumstances of sighting: While riding in a truck convoy supplies to Pathet Lao camps, trucks entered wrong camp. So went into a camp and they had to back out. In the r .. ,.r-vi_ mirror, the source observed six Caucasians. The Pathet La.o--be says the Pathet Lao guard told him they were American prisoners. Now, subsequently as you discussed this source, you say the fol­lowing: Starting in 1976, a military-colored MI-8 began flying the airport at Outai. Four Caucasian male Soviets normally came on each flight, staying at Outai for periods of 1 day to 1 week. Ai .. craft pilots were Vietnamese. When source first arrived at Muang Khoua at mid-1979, be found a lO-man Soviet team operating at the Phong Saly provincial headquarters. He was able to identify the individuals, all Cauca­sian males wearing nondescript civilian clothing as Soviets, based on information from other Lao and Vietnamese medical personnel with whom the source was working at the time. The Soviet personnel were reportedly an advisory team and pro­vided technical advice on a variety of subjects to Lao provincial aU­thorities, and it goes on. The Soviet technicians traveled from their base in Muang Khoua to various locations in northern Laos, to in­clude Luang Prabang city, Vientiane city, Oudamsai Province and so forth. Source recalled observing the 10-man Soviet advisory team in Muang Khoua each time he visited there during 1979 to 1983. 
The Soviets appeared to have freedom of movement and were not accompanied by Soviet guards while at Muang Khoua. On a number of occasions, source observed the Soviets arrive at or depart from Muang Khoua. So then this guy seems to have a pretty good sense of who the Soviets are. 
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. not the same sources. You have 0995 GllAY' SIr, those a~hrou h the rear-view mirror as h<; was six m a camp h g t that you just read from IS an-camp. The ot er repor 

reful(ee who was released--Does that refer to 5169? 'CJIAIIR~I!,I~. That's still a separate source. 
. Still a separate source? l CIilAlIRM'''' 
sir. ed as a rebuttal witness. ~~.~:;~:~. t~~urJ~h:e ~~uld you mind taking a chairt °t~t;r i i ' 'uestion here so that we ge 's ask you ~a0ng that this is a third source who arebnottalw to each of the sources that they have areu . ? aCCUIrate~ This is a thIrd source. . ·M,C:GRE."R'Y. Excuse me, I beg your pardon. Yes, SIr. This is a third source? 
This is a third source. lb' rt f ~~~~~::~ So this person only provides r",butta ~ v, ue 0 ~ saying that when this person was m a spec,fic camp, "')Viets d'd not come into that camp. I d . II< ' As I understand the cable, it is a genera escnp-MIC\.-l."" ? h . . Laos It is not specifically a rebuttal to be aVl°Seer m,'t sup' ports your observation about deduc-the sources. , 

use of d~u~~d~;"tand that. It means that in a certain cir-~~i~~:~!Y~ team was behaving that way. II ""'~". my understanding of it. . ~;:t~d~~~~ ~~\~h:Ydiff:r~tt~1;~e~h~t :hdih;:e:et lti~~: 
were behaving in a d,fferent waY'1 Senator It's Muang M~fE::?~rs1,.hh~d , ~f, tf~tae!ldk~hge :~r:cf~~\);' !} ~~e~uri~~ and that swat we re 
CHIAIIlM,"N. Are we talking abo\lt Muang Khoua for 0995? 
McCREARY. YHes, Sednatorkn· ow? They backed into a camp that CHAIRMAN. ow 0 we . 
~~~C~.~d.~esc~~ribeH· 'd he's west of Muang Khoua, that's what 
~. . e sal 

~.~[,!!~gl~i~~~~~:'N. Well, that is not Muang Khoua, that is west of 
MC::t;llEA.RY. It's just slightly west, that's right. The CHAIRMAN. But it does not mean '~hs i:!ur~~~tK~~:tor Mr. McCREARY. I couldn't BllJee ~ore, a ovided by the so~rce as Mr. Gray: Sir, based on th<: escnp ,on P'Muan Khoua. 10 sepa­to the area he was m, he saId the a.rea ~f find th~ exact camp that J8te 'magery analyses were done trymg he had described. It could not be fohund . f the camps that you had The CHAIRMAN. It d,d not matc any 0 

~~~~;!:-. It doesn't match, no sir. He said that hhi:fri:~ ~~~ in Muang Khoua when this sightJdng
b ocedcu~~eth~~hird source's in-1ras in the truck. Based on that an as 



formation, t hat sources were based out of Muang Khoua dicates how they travel throughout the area, there were &J,vi •. ,. that area at that time, and we feel that 0995 observed those ets. 
Mr. McCREARY. Senator, on the issue imagery or aeriall'nlot(lII phy, there is a statement in the me of 5169 that says that we've had in Senate security, I don't think it was reda, ... that says imagery continues to show a camp in this location. The CHAIRMAN. Is that inconsistent? Mr. McCREARY. That's the second report. The second cerns the seminar camp, Houey Lang, which is just north Khoua, about 12 kilometers, so that's where he was located. The CHAIRMAN. Is Mr. McCreary confusing the two or mixing two? 

Mr. GRAY. I think mixing the two. The CHAIRMAN. Mixing? 
Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. So, they are separate and distinct. In one there was no capacity to identify and another, you can i',del~tifv place but it refers to a different place you were aware of and there is no indication of Americans. Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. Houey Lang camp, we have many, people who were held in that camp just north of Muang Khoua they say there were no American POW's there. The CHAIRMAN. Let me direct your attention~o you have further questions on that? Mr. McCREARY. Yes, I do on that. Senator, I may be mistaken cause I'm only dealing with the file that I've been provided, the-

The CHAIRMAN. Hold on, are you suggesting there are files? 
Mr. MCCREARY. The mes are redacted, but the imagery readout that I have says, imagery continues to show a camp, the camp at Muang Khoua, not the camp at Houey Lang, the camp at Muang Khoua. That's a direct quote as I remember it. The CHAIRMAN. Does it, gentlemen? Mr. GRAY. I'm not aware. The camp at Muang Khoua in the readout? 

Mr. McCREARY. That's what the readout said, it's a direct quote from the readout. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Well, haven't you seen the unredacted file in Senate 407 on this case? 
Mr. McCREARY. That's the basis on which I'm making this state­ment, Senator, on the basis of the file, the unredacted as opposed to the declassified me. 
The CHAIRMAN. Can we make a note to check that please, this particular file in unredacted form so we can determine what the imagery says, and then we will follow up with you on that? . Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. It should be noted, sir, with regard to thiS source that over the 10 years, when he was being polygraphed and interviewed, he changed the description of the camp. Based on that, we went out and did further analysis and simply could not find the camp as he described. There were 10 efforts, 10 attempts were made. 
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AIRMAN Ten different attempts? 
CIl Y. Yes 'Sil:e~~~od~~~~ ~~~ ~aJa~3~fhiS i~ a field r~port traveler/student, reported m 198~ about a slght-

~~:;SS\~~~~,~~o:fe mid-April 1986, hearsay slghtmg. . 8 k'l arm guards escorting the Caucasla!'s 1.-uan KhIua. She thought they were Soviet advI­east ~ ~hey ~ad on leg-irons. Villagers told her the);' were notIc t ed before 1972. In a subsequent time, a PrIsoners cap ur d h' th t th re 1 ted that a Lao soldier tol 1m a ere we sou'Je4 r:e~ale American prisoners west .of Muang Khoua. !~re held in a cave, guarded by 8 Vietnamese and 14 
Lao. CoWh~~n~: received these reports initially we thought live sighting reports. We went back to the id we need these areas checked out as soon as POSSI­sa b ck they checked out the areas. They ch~cked out sou:Ce ~nly to find out the individual had he? about u.,.·_···. contacting these sources, that he had mformatlOn that . Thailand that he never went mto the country. He ~;jYI~ra,p~l,ne<i, there w~ deception indicated. So you determined thiS IS Just not true. CliAl[R~Il!t' lw"as hearsay reporting and we took other attempts this information. It just did not pan out. CHAIR.~~N. 5993. 

. report is comparable to the last one you read, Sir, another agency . A . POW' This is an allegation of seven merIcan s dle;ltia"iln[Re:~d'Aal't' a camp in the Oudamsai district. Is that correct? GRAY. Yes, sir. . b ? CHAIRMAN. And you determined thiS to e. th GRAY This is again a hearsay report that came to e via ~ letter from one of their sources .. They ne.ver 10t bhck original source and checked out the mformatlOn. n t elr they indicated that his claim that POW's were captured at Bac in 1968 simply was not true, that AmerIcans were not at camp. 
A' ta CHAIRMAN. Nam Bac, there were no merlCans even s -

. 6hR":~? That's right, sir. They visited the a~ea but none were captured at Nam Bac that's in the agency s analySIS . . CHAIRMAN. Number '6356. This is a source, Lao resistance in 1987 the date of the incident is August 1986. The slghtll~g allegedly a 'covert agent report that said 21 U.S. PO~'~ r?mam Oudamsai The report stated the agent learned PO m ormaci from hi~ relative, a Pathet Lao soldier who had been a guah :"'.Ulld,.msal· prison. He said that the U.S. peopl;' were not at t e were held separately nearby. AnalYSIS. . I interviewed this source, SIr, m Bangkok, Thalll:md, . He' indicated that he had nothing more than the ImtIal report, that he was going back to ch!,ck out the m formatIon and Would be back to us immediately With any follow-up. He never came back. 
The CHAIRMAN. And he never came back. 
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Mr. GRAY. He never came back. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there any summary that you have with 

spect to the Oudamsai area in total about the overall analysis 
has been made there. the degree to which the territory has 
examined and covered. and so forth? 

Mr. GRAY. There are several points that should be made 
regard to Oudamsai. Luang Prabang. and Phong Saly. the 
areas for which this cluster was brought together. First of 
pointed out earlier. the resistance. the Lao resistance has co.mpll4i 
access to all three provinces. They were well-attuned to 
that there are reward offers of millions of dollars if they bring 
live POW·s. 

They have been looking for live POW's on a daily basis. Early 
the Lao resistance turned in some hearsay reporting. They 
up some of the reporting on their own and we said through 
channels. knock it off. If you have valid information we 
otherwise do not use the POW issue for monetary gain or to 
your stories. because it's not going to be accepted. 

But the resistance has access to those areas. We have access 
the resistance leaders. They have told us to a person that if 
get POW information. we'll be the first to know. They've had 
valid POW information from any of these three provinces. As I 
dicated. the Soviets are throughout all three provinces and 
number may have been as high as 2.000 at one time of Soviet 
sors and technicians in-country. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do we have access to Oudamsai now? 
Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. I'm sorry, I'm sorry, Oudamsai, we'd have 

go through the Lao Government to get access. 
The CHAIRMAN. Have we been there? 
Mr. GRAY. No. sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. We have not been there recently? 
Mr. GRAY. Not recently. we have not been there at all. 
The CHAIRMAN. Have we requested to go there? 
Mr. GRAY. No. sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Why not? 
Mr. GRAY. Because the operations. the excavations being con­

ducted in-country have all been in the south. 
The CHAIRMAN. Well. I understand. but we're talking about live 

sighting reports. live sightings being a priority. I mean. are not live 
sightings a greater priority than excavations? 

Mr. GRAY. Absolutely. 
Mr. SHEETZ. They are. 
The CHAIRMAN. Why are we not putting first energy into run­

ning down every live sighting report? 
Mr. SHEETZ. The Lao Government has not yet accepted the U.S. 

proposals to base a live sighting investigator in-country. 
The CHAIRMAN. Have we requested it? 
Mr. SHEETZ. We have. indeed. 
Mr. GRAY. Yes. sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. In Oudamsai? 
Mr. GRAY. Not in Oudamsai. 
Mr. SHEETZ. We have requested that the live sighting investigai 

tor be based in the embassy and have freedom of movemen 
throughout the country of Laos. 
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Freedom of movement sense is not actually possi-
~~~:~t!~ Is that not accurate? . 
i;, Well it has to be with government assIStance. but 

.......... z. .' I to have the same kind of understandmg 
t711\t:;:!~ to reach with the Vietnamese. wherein

A 
wd 

S I the general area into which we wan~ to go. n 
in the general area. wo}'ld Y'e gIve them t~e aVi~: -aorurirv~fi!1mal destination. But that s stIll under negotIa-

. A bassador Charlie Salmon last week and im-Wlt~. '!:gain and he's well aware of the requIrement . i ative • rogram. and I'm going to Laos n,:,xt week. 
I~Fo~!J Cole Pand some ot~er officials and we mtend to 

for this again when we re m-country. . 
Well is it my understanding that we are gomg 

CEIAIR:"in·Ato·N·the Baron 52 site. that that has now been ap-

It is in the Lao work plan! ye~ sir. .? 
(:W.tRIM~N And when are we gomg mto .that ~Ite. . . • 

We 'don't have a date that they re gomg m. but It s 
this year. . b k f 

I take it that if you can get mto the ac. area 0 ~~~~:~:y~(o~~u're going to be able to answer some questIons. are 

Absolutely. 
CHAIRMAN. Is that a pr!or!ty? 
GRAY. Yes sir. it is a prIorIty. 
C:Ju.tRMAN Senator Smith. h' . 

SMITH." I do not have any further questions at t IS tune 
Chairman. h 

_....... . Let me ask you. what is the re~n t .at you re­
\III."HAin.1lte'Mrv'lUi~e·w the same sources over a perIod? LIke source 

0995. you went;....{)ver a period of 10 years you had talked 

If:vnOver a period of 10 years. we had five separate ana­
worllig this case and as each analyst picked up the case. 

went for further interview. .. . 
1983 and 1984 we had the Lao langu~ge c~pablbty . md' o~ 

so we asked for another interview to mte~lew the m IV! -
his native language and that was the fi~t tIme ~hat we had 

to do that. So each of these analysts SImply pIcked up the 
went for further interviews. . . . h t 
are always questions from intervIew to m~dI.ew ~ k wd 

had a good answer to. And finally he sal. m SIC an 
of the POW issue. I'm not talking to you any more. f 

CHAIRMAN. Now let us move on. if we can. There are no. u'j-
11'. 'qulestiotlS about the Oudamsai area. Let me ask you generlca.­

Laos. Do you believe right no~ t'.'at you have any eVI­
at all in DIA that is credible that mdlcates somebody mIght 

in Laos at this point in time? . . 
. GRAY. No sir. not based on the bve .slghtm

th
g reports that we 

seen since 1984 to present. The proof IS not ere. 
Sl{EETZ If we had such information. whIch some

h 
haye chah"t 

IItterized as ~moking gun information. not a term t at mIg 



always want to use, but if we had such i~r~I~'~;~I,~,t~:hl;i~~s"~'i~l~ 
would have already been briefed on it and the top Defense Department would have already been briefed knowing what I know about that top leadership, we taken some action to have followed up on it. The CHAIRMAN. Do you have any evidence, whatsoever credible that somebody may be alive in Vietnam? ' Mr. SyDOW. No, sir. The CHAIRMAN. The answer is no? Mr. SYDOW. No, sir. The CHAIRMAN. How many current there for Vietnam that are unresolved? Mr. SYDOW. We have a total--The CHAIRMAN. Do we have a group of people coming in second panel? This is a good segue on the second panel. that Colonel Cole and Mr. Steve Johnson are going to be aUQ1tlll am I wrong? 
Senator SMITH. Mr. Chairman, before they come up, I did to just to take about a minute to revisit some information am not clear on, just to ask while they are here, regarding photographs, the satellite imagery. It will only take a second could have the indulgence of the chairman. It will only second. I am going to need to use that mike because I am have to be over there. I just need to clarify before I leave I had asked for some imagery on the Ly Nam De, as you Bob, and you provided me some photographs which I have am confused as to what is the actual imagery and I just want do not know if I can do it from here. Maybe I can. I will wait they put them up. I just want to make sure we are all WClrkiD 

from the same document, just place them so that the panel can the two sets of photographs, three sets. The photographs that are up there are photographs of what call the Citadel. Could you indicate to me which are the actual tographs as you understand them to be of that area of Hanoi? Mr. DeStatte indicated that you had been around there. I fused as to whether it is the photographs in gray or the graphs in yellow which are the actual photographs. One set tographs is the exact reverse of the other and I do not know one of those photographs is actually the way it is supposed to be. 
The ones that you provided me with are the gray ones on the left. Mr. DESTATTE. Let me begin by pointing out that this is the first 
time that I've seen these boards here. So let me orient myself. Senator SMITH. Let me help. I understand that. The Citadel area. 
I think we have Ly Nam De Street there and the west of Ly Nam 
De is supposedly the area known as the Citadel, moving across the 
block toward the Ho Chi Minh mausoleum and the war museUJII 
and the whole area inside the perimeter of those streets. Those are the photos that you provided this morning and I just 
put them up there, but it seems to me as I look at it, I was only 
there once, twice actually, but once where I walked down that 
street and it does not seem right to me. It seems to me that the 
photos that you gave me are, in fact, reversed. Mr. OESTATTE. Well, first off, I didn't give them to you. Senator SMITH. No, you did not, your agency did. 
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rs to me I'm not an imagery expert, but 

J)lSTATfE. It appea bod h~s put the negative in reverse to to me th~t Thn;.eloo{. like a mirror image of Ly Nam De 
photograp. I 

So . ther words the one on the left is re-
SMITH. I m 0 ' 

, . ars to me. This Alcatraz 
J)lSTATfE That s what It appe h ld be behind this be--what the POW's calIf ~~;~/ ~hiS is the villa at If lm N~~eIi.:n§tr';~"';.ight here. if that were the case, N

17 YDe Street should be down he.re. am M h nd to the nght. . , 
SMITH. 0dve youhr a should be a railroad trestle and It s 

;Jilir:ST •• TlrE An over ere 
our hand to the right then. It is the SMITH. So move Yrsed Does that look more like it? It now reve . 

y!h~~r~P£y Nam De Street her~ and.this is its .... _.'M", I ~' t the name of the street, Olen Bien Ph~, I OorgeBien Phu This building here, back durmg yes, len I ed to 'the Army Publishing House, as I in a.:la~v~h!' ~W~ called Alcatraz was located roughly here. Ok Well I accept your expertise on.that and I SMI!". ay. 't for it but my concern IS thIS, Mr. =~~IPIt~~f~r °ili!~: ;hotographs and t thdy w~':t ~h;d!,!~! ~:~~ ila~l;~~~li~ ;!a ~:~~\f~~1~~%![~~~~ because he StimPdly Idleoontf~edg :ti~~i!~y and discussing live 
but we spen a ay 

reports in the Citadel a::.,a. of a day in hearings and the a whole three qua rsM DeStatte has told me, that show, based on wh,,:tded'to the vice chairman of the that were provi . t' the order for me to prepare for thIS mee mg,. are as of the actual photographs. So w~at 1ti~:S ~vd'i ;as of the actual photo'faph I of et~~~r:gh this thing yes­rt:~,~~~g why I could not mate ,as w . to Ii re out why 
\t almost drove myself. crth~ 'n;;ihn!ntranc~were, in fact, 

who say they were gomg m in the south entrance. I able to realize this was a matter of fact, the reason whY
f t~s:e buildings where I had 

"calISe I looked at a porch on one 0 0 h hen I came out 
tilited in 1986, and was trying tot figur °N~'; be w Street rather I :!~a~.it~~t;e ~~il~~!dC~~~ko~n ~~e tther side, and ndw I know why. The imag~ry is totally .reverse<\ here and be involved in this km~~f ~~~n~IT~t~ i~O!ifh~~ga~°kna~cidenbot a~d ~~;tJ~!~ga~~~ent, then what the hell do you people ow a u w Wait, I am not looking for app.lause, ~1~as~~atelY provided to me. N

If it is not an accident, then Ittwas e;tlemen is are you show-
OW the question-the next ques lOn, ge " 



ing the witnesses, the people, the sources, are you showing 
reversed imagery and asking them to try to find their Way 
those locations? I hope not. 

Mr. SHEETZ. I think the explanation for this is somewhat 
rassing, but rather simple and certainly not sinister. The 
asked for some prints of this. As the Senator well knows a 
boar.d was provided in closed session that Was based on ~ther 
bIlItIes, and that bnefi~!( .board could not be brought into this 
slon because the capabIhtIes that were used were inappropriate 
this setting, could not be declassified for this setting. 

So the Senat~lr asked for some imagery and Our imagery shop 
parently went mto the arch,ves, pulled out a negative, and in 
ning the prints of the negative, they inadvertently it 
appear to me, put the negative in the negative carrier UQcn.''''1II: when they ran the prints. 

It's regrettable. It is certainly not intentional and it was 
misrepresentation of reality, because the committee has had 
to the briefing boards that properly layout this area in 
prior analytic sessions that we've had with this comlnil:tee. 
photographs were delivered yesterday. It's a regrettable mISt8'l«!, 
apologize for it and there Was certainly no intent to deceive committee. 

Senator SMITH. We need to move on to the next subject. 
Senator McCAIN. On that subject, how long would it take you 

figure out that you have got reversed imagery, maybe about minutes? 
Mr. SHEETZ. I would think so. 
Senator MCCAIN. Thank you. 
Senator SMITH. It would just seem-I do not know. It is just 

frustrating, guys, really. This was a subject of a hearing. The 
del was the subject of a hearing. I sent a letter 2 weeks in aavan", 
and I asked for this stuff to be provided. A, I did not get it until 
morning of the hearing and it turned out that is what I got 
am sitting there looking at that stuff trying to figure out why 
the hell I cannot match what you are saying. 

Now, I am just going to tell you, so we move on, I am 
put you on notice right now, I am going to review 
one of the live sighting reports that pertained to that 
will tell you, the deSCriptions in here on these interviews better 
match up-better not match up to that reverse imagery or there is 
going to be a real, real serious problem. 

The CHAIRMAN. I want to understand the last-what should not match up? 

Senator SMITH. If the interviews with the Sources whose claim 
that they went in such and such a door, if they match up with the 
reverse imagery, then there is deliberate deceit. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, do they? 
Mr. DESTATTE. Well, sir, if I could comment. 
Senator SMITH. I do not know that, I do not know if they do or 

not because I have not had time to look at it. 
Mr. DESTATTE. Sir, to the best of my knowledge, the only image­

ry that's ever been shown to any source is a group of photographs 
Or images that were made from-is some photography made by a 
drone aircraft in 1972. I personally had those photographs made 
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distributed tfd'se a~o~~~~~il;0gi~~e y~~b~;f~,: 
around the w~ :: not reverse images. Those pho­

those photograp s a f't to the best of my knowledge. 
relt''''''. the true ,nat~~ ~et~~ned from a long trip ove,:"eas 
you know, I ve J in here so recent actiVIties, 

in frompeedvacatbio~ ·~~s c~~~ndersta~ding that these pho­
up to s '. U 1 made in response to a 

we're lookmg at htire b;e[~e Select Committee and 
re<~u<~~. made vrryTh:.:n ale no other reverse images out one-tlme even . 

~ ... ,,,,.'here.. 'ust to put the record straigh~, I thi",k t":e Sena-

admllL, I've ~ad three ~ep~~~u~o~h;i~~:ld ~~f ~:t::gO~~~ 
2 day~ tIi;'mg t~ ~th~'~as making reference to. ~e agreed 
board m ere a ro riate and I apologize agam for-­
that that

w
: a'~~htt is all it is, no apology is necessary. 

SMITH. IS n, 1 I J'ust want to pomt out, as you look want to say to you-
are not-these are old, dated photos. 

:'S,KElml. Agreed. rn is that that is the stuff that you 
SMITH. And m~l~on~~ have been debriefing your sources 
been u~mg w r 'ng to check every one of them, 

just saymg to you, atm gOl to do it I am going to check 
frankly, I do not trus you d Tuesday and they had single one of them between now an 

be right. A e prepared now to move into the next CHAIRMAN. re w 

area? question of a second ago. Of 
Sm:ETZ. Ihat~' I Case an sa~h:fra~~u~pen right now for investiga-110 hve SIg mg c . 

92 of them relate to 'i;etnarnj te Let me ask you a question 
CHAIRMAN. 92 o~ t ~: f~i~ c~uld report back to us-wh~t 

would be good If Y Id check your own files on th,S today Wednesday--{!ou you .? 
cert.:in about this imagery reversal Issue . 

~HEETZ. Yes sir, will do. rt to us by Friday is that possible? 
~[~~~~~'w,' Can you repo , 

We will, we will. rt on it 
CHAIRMAN. So that we could at least have your repo 

te d area of these 2 days of 
we turn to t.he final ca 1°~ aUrst-hand live sighting re-

"rirlIZS. and that IS tothe ~.nr~:t some of these are still under 
we have cau 1O~ aspects of them, because they ,"",!8til~atio.n, so there are ce n bl' I but we are 

,.. . t ' tion that we cannot go into pu IC y, h 
mves Il;a. ' h baseline information about t em as try to elICIt as muc d I' 'th 

'-'!I"ible so that we know what we are ea mg ~I.. us here Colo­
would like to ask the two peoM plj ~at ~aif ~C;:~~ould both rise Cole, if you and, I guess, r. 0 nso , 

-Do be Sworn in, please II 'th t th the whole truth and nothing but you swear to te e ru , 
the truth, so help you God? 

Colonel CoLE. I do. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I do. 



The C HAIRMAN. Thank qu.ckly for the record? you. Would you each identify Mr. JOHNSON. My name' S 
you,., .... 

for Indochina in the De ::. teven Johnson and I am 
and research. pa ment of State's bureau of ira,tneiiii: . Colonel CoLE. I'm Colonel J ' hgence Agency I'm i h ohn Cole. I m with the De~ 
kok. . n c arge of the Stoney Beach tea.::"'se Th~ CHAIRMAN. Now Mr Sh 

10 
openmg for this portion ~f th~ h ee.tz, I understand you Mr. SHEETZ. I do. earmg. The CHAIRMAN. Oka wh d ment for this portion or'th h o.you not make your open in" Mr. SHEETZ. Mr Ch' e earmg and then we will preciate the oPporluni~1r~an and ~embers of the ~~.~~~~:: knqui~ into the live pr'iso~~rqnU tif. finBeal panel of the cOllDnnihi.: 
ey pomts concernin DIA' es ~on. fore moving I want to highlight g for t~nalytlc. and investigative prc)Cp.l .. ~ ~mencan people, the lengths com!,uttee, the Congress an 1m

T
portant work of this commi~h1ch DIA has gone to s~ppo~ hrough the De at' ?ffice, DOD has ans~e~edent of Defense central ;~;;l~~:; 1Oformation 153 of who hover .275 separate committee cial office f~r POW ru:d r.fiA';l1red the direct support of pages of information for th s. DOl? has provided over were provided by my office e comm.ttee's review, many Indeed, all 15,090 intell' . have been made availabl:fence reports received by DIA since brought to Capitol Hill fo . M~st o~ the 2,266 case files have ove~burdened analytic r reVIew .y your staffers, and the available for lengthy de~':'fnnel 1':' my office have been 10 making our files and o~°b, ~ed10ns. No effort has been 

tee. 
ow ge accessible to this cornmm . In addition to the tho d mC1ans ~d other suppo~pe~~f hots spent by intelligence summaries and tabulations and
nne 

m p~llmg files, base extracts requested by' c ~rformmg the numerous over the past 9 months omnu tee staff, my estinnate is of my.office has been c~n~~e;;;r percent of the total analytic Whlle no one at DOD . m support1Og this committee bility of the Congress onq~h~tlo':'t':J'he legitimate oversight r";'ponsi­the committee that the healS VI .1I~sue, I would only point out to ~h.s committee's work could~ ~~t~tinal workload resulting from 
une tlme. A time when the 1 ng my office at a less oppor­ru~ Acc?unting field operati:~\and 'd0pe.of 

the Joint Task Force 
y. oubhng and in some cases .av.e rastlcally increased, basical­brTf:nf; and postdeployment an!l~~g predeployment intelligence e 1O-eountry live sighti' . reqUlrements. by. DIA is now in place in V\~t~::tJ~ation proce~ long advocated pabns~ preparation and analys;.a. rr::~!edly w1th some growing 

a T~ vat to any other requirement 10 lS v.tal area cannot take e 1etnamese Government has be pursue the vital archival rese h .gun to permit our officers to 
that actual performance on th arc m'S;SlOn, although I might add ese prom.ses has been mixed. And fl-
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Russian Government is actively supporting foliowuP of resulting from possible pOW's from the Vietnam War. analytic ch~llenge i':' my office. has ~ncreased drasti­t ime th.s comm.ttee has lrod cla.m to at least 25 available staffing. the foregoing points, I am not attempting to call into legitimate oversight responsibilities of the Congress. I to explain that for the last year my office has been its limits to respond to the committee's taskings and at perform the most urgent or our regularly assigned the committee will understand that if sometimes we responding to taskings than we all would like, it is we are attempting to keep up performance of our assigned and maintain the quality of current operations at as high a is~ible. panel has been convened this afternoon to discuss the and scope of current DIA operations with regard to the live We have been asked to discuss how we handle a live and to give you an idea of how we go about the task ~~~' analyzing, and following up on each report. We will 

'0 how these reports are evaluated and the process our findings are reviewed. in this discussion, I have prepared a chart that summa­intelligence cycle for each live sighting report, and that's here with the yellow blocks. 
SHEETZ. As you can see, we have depicted DINs work as a which each report and each piece of information flows into of intelligence available on the POW IMIA issue. Even '''''''.1'.'''' evaluation, and formal review are completed, each repeatedly examined as new reports come to us and we our cycle of work. to take a moment to walk you through the intelligence each live sighting report. The cycle begins with the collec-the information and preparation of an initial report. These in through various channels. Most are collected extensive refugee screening program, which Colonel -t:n~~it:~;~~~~i Other reports come from persons who come to us 

III l~;'~~~l~~~'~~ walk-ins to DIA offices in Indochina or refu-
t! contact us in the United States. A few come persons contact U.S. embassies around the world. these reports, regardless of source, are sent to my office. we receive the report it is promptly entered into our data­an analyst is assigned responsibility for conducting im­I!flCliatoe initial analysis. This first analytical look includes a com­search of all of our databases to determine if we have any reporting that might shed light on this report. We look at all from the same geographiC area. We look for similarities We check not only human source reporting but also in­Iorma,ti(1n from other sources available to us. When relevant, we eonsult special sources such as our prison database. te Once the analyst has completed first-stage analysis, he or she de-

th
rnunes whether additional followup is necessary, and if so, what 
at followup should be. Not all reports require followup. We re-



ceive many reports that contain accurate and easily r"':o~:ni:l.ed counts of wartime events and of Americans caught up in Indochina. These can usually be evaluated without resort to tional outside followup. 
Some reports, however, clearly call for further collection. stance, it may be necessary to reinterview the SOurce to tional questions or to clarify certain issues. It may also sary to interview additional people. For example, persons by the source himself or other persons who have come same village or have been interred in the same prison. cases we also ask for information from technical systems to additional information. 

These are the traditional methods of analytical followup have been available to DIA since the war ended, and in most although it was often time consuming, we were able to enough information using these methods to live reports with due thoroughness. Within the last year, has finally been able to employ an additional collection sending personnel into Indochina to investigate reports ground. 
DIA has always wanted this capability and we have tried edly over the years to achieve it. Because these were police however, and many areas were completely closed to employ other means of getting answers. Because more tigation methods were denied us, we were forced to look shaT1llv all aspects of a report, investigating the most minor times and taking a close look at source evaluation to determilll whether the source had the access and the knowledge he claimed. Because so much was riding on analysis of these relJOrbl we could not afford to leave any questions unanswered. This newest method, employing active, in-eountry in,restig:ati'lII of live sighting reports, is just beginning to show promise. the potential to provide persuasive answers within a very period of time on a number of our most troublesome reports. To sure, it won't provide answers in all cases. For instance, in cases, a visit to the scene of a wartime event will not turn up witnesses or archival data that will give us the answers we Our analysts have tasked 49 of the no first-hand live o;"I,tin. reports that are currently unresolved for live sighting investiga­tions. Colonel Cole's Stoney Beach team has undertaken 38 investi­gations so far, and these have enabled us to collect information to assist in resolving seven cases and one photo investigation. A word of caution here: Although we have great hopes for our live sighting investigation program, the program is very new and still has growing pains. Despite promises from the Indochinese gov­ernments to diplomats and members of Congress, Colonel Cole's people on the ground do not always get the level of cooperation wde need if these investigations are to withstand analytic scrutiny an the scrutiny of the American public. The Vietnamese have recently informed us that they intend to oversee the program using methods that are unacceptable to us. We are still attempting to work out formal agreements with the Government of Laos. In Cambodia, officials will permit us access to anywhere we wish to go, but they cannot guarantee safe passage In 
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t I f the Khmer Rouge. We are that are unde~lthe c'W:~o~ to be able to report to you all these pro em:: ro ess in solving them. that we are rna mg p. ~ of t he intelligence cycle for to retur~ ~::ru~~v~~t1ined the various methods we swhtlng repo . h rt As you can see, as addlttonld up on eaC r~po, lIected and the report IS in completed hfindmgs a~; ~~cide to collect additional durin~ this
h 

p ::e ~e b~ck to the collection phase. At sendmg t el ~in th is second more detailed stage of howe,ver, an~Jfficient informati~n has been collected to 
the repo;t. d validation stage, our analysts prep~re a evaluatlO~h:tsummarizes the report, outlines ot~er !nfor­:~~~~!~~ rovides our analysis of the total, and mdlcates f I P evaluated. These summary findmgs are re­in-nOllse by other analysts and by management, sort of 

_""'W process. a findings are presented to a formal ",,'Ovled, t~~ ~um:osrry of members of the intelligence com-

~:~I;r~m~~aITigr~e;P~r;e,sentatives from the Depar~ment of S?te, p Agency, the military mtelhgence servIces, nd the assistant secretary of defense for urit a DIA has no vote on this paneL Only sec y panel of intelligence and policr profeSSIOnals the evaluation become offiCIal. DICIlusll'j agr~: report is considered resolved. Resolved reports f our database. They are dynamiC records whl~h also °aggregate analytical studies of many subjects, mclud­_",aoh:ic studies and prison studies. Resolved reJl:Orts s':{"e­generate new questions that spark new collectIOn an re-
intelligence cycle. ed aI ations are disseminat-the outcome of our approv ev u . b All e Beveral ways. First, all gdo /"to our infor:fu~:ard~~tthrou~h correlated to unaccounte - or perso,!'s ar

l to next of kin. lpllro'priate service casualty offices lor re ease add here, yesterday we described that there
f 
hav~d~~fd­reports that we have correlated to unaccounted or I ou Cases f hi h interest are briefed to the mteragency.gr P DIA'~ we;kly briefmgs to that body: Unusuallr slgn~~'t~~ briefed to the congressional oversIght commIttees d I of Congress on a regular basis. And for the r~cor ~ note that those oversight comk~ttees in~O; /MfA 1f?ai~~­for some time the House Tas orce on. d th' Permanent Select Committee on Intelhgence, an e Select Committee on Intelligence. . ' ht' brief outline of the intelligence cycle for hve slg mg /: provides an overview of our efforts at DIA. I am preP'de an uestions ou might have regardmg how w,: 0 our I ha~e '!,ith me aE the table four ~ther people who might also assistance We look forward to takmg your questIOns. prepared statement of Mr. Sheetz follows:] 



STATEMENT OF RoBERT SHEETZ, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ~r. Chairman, Members of the Committee. I appreciate the thIS final panel of the committee's inquiry into the live moving into several key points concerning DIA's analytic dures, I want to highlight for this committee the Congress and the lengths to which OIA has gone to support the important work Through the Department of Defense Central Documentation swered over 275 separate committee requests for information the direct support of DIA's special office for POWs and MIAs. over ,I million pages of information for th~ com.mittee's review, many provided by my office. Indeed, all 15,090 mtelhgence reports received 1975 have been made available, most of the 2,226 case files have Capitol Hill for review by your staffers, and the already overburdened sonnel in my office have been made available for lengthy d;~:~~~~~~:~:~~~ No effort has been spared in making our files and our this committee. In addition to the thousands of hours spent y ~~~~~~~:;~ cians and other support personnel in pulling files, constructing s lations and performing the numerous database extracts requested staff, my estimate is that over the past 9 months, over 25 percent of the lytic effort of my office has been consumed in supporting this . one at DOD questions the legitimate oversight responsibility vital issue, I would only point out to the committee that the load resulting from this committee's work couldn't be hitting my portune time. A time when: the pace and scope of the joint task ing field operations have drastically increased, basically doubling ployment intelligence briefing and poskleployment analysis r~",ii~~;'n' country live sighting investigation process, long advocated by in Vietnam (admittedly with some growing pains). Case';~;~~:~~:~~n ,;~~;jJ;~~~ this vital area cannot take a back seat to any other . ~ Government has begun to permit DIA investigators to pursue the vital search mission (although actual performance on these promises has been and the Russian Government is actively supporting follow-up of allegations to possible POWs from the Vietnam war. In short, the analytic challenge on my office has increased drastically at the time this committee has laid claim to at least 25 percent of our available making the foregoing points, I am not attempting to call into question mate oversight responsibilities of the Congress. I only want to last year my office has been strained to its limits to respond taskings and at the same time perform the most urgent of our r .. ZUlla"DrV duties. I hope the committee will understand, that if we are ~,::::~il~~~~!;;: responding to taskings than we would all like, it is because we keep up performance of our assigned mission and maintain the operations at as high a level as possible. This panel has been convened this afternoon to discuss the nature and current DIA operations with regard to the live POW issue. We have been discuss how we handle a live sighting report and to give you an idea of about the task of collecting, analyzing, and following up on each report. outline how these reports are evaluated and the process through which our are reviewed. 
To aid in this discussion, I have prepared a chart that summarizes the gence cycle for each live sighting report. As you see, we have depicted ' as a cycle in which each report and each piece of information flows into intelligence available on the POW- MIA issue. Even after analysis, e".lu .• tion_~ formal review are completed. Each report is repeatedly reexamined as new come to us and we continue our cycle of work. I'd like to take a moment to walk you through the intelligence cycle for each sighting report. 

The cycle begins with collection of the information of report. These reports come in through various channels. are coll l~:te<l~~I~~~ DIA's extensive refugee screening program, which Col. Cole will describe. ports come from persons who come to us voluntarily, including walk-ins fices in Indochina, or refugees and travellers who contact us in the United ~~~';,: ... few come to us from persons who contact U.S. embassies around the world . reports, regardless of source, are sent to my office. .. When we receive the report, it is promptly entered into our database, and 8:" fJ~ lyst is assigned responsibility for conducting immediate initial analysiS. ThiS fi 
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. com lete search of all our databases to determine If we 1ncl':t.esg ~hat !ight shed light on this report We .1ookwat a~ rerr~ repO Ih . W look for similaritIes Ih stOries e c . ec no geograph~.::e~~t a~so information from other sources ava

O
llable ~o repa I, • 1 rces such as our prison database. nee t e , consult specla lSOU he' or she determines whether addltional what that follow-up should be. ~::!:~~.~~ stage ana ySlS, 

(ol.1o,.'uP We receive many reports th~t contam accura~ ~5:~~~'rh:~U~~ wartime events and of AmeTlcans caught. ~p III II be evaluated Without reportmg to addltlOnal can usua y 

call for further collection. For instance,. it may ~ to ask additional questions or to clarify certam be necessa~u~interview additional people, for example persoJ!s himself or other persons who have come from t~e same y,l-in'terre<! in the same prison. In many cases we also ask for mformabon to information. . . . of analytical follow-ul? that have bt;en available ded in most cases, although It was often time consu.m-'7:~:{iect ~nough information using these methods to evaluate hve due thoroughness. 
dd·f I year however, DIA has finally ~n ab~e to ~mpteloy an ats ~ IO~~e ~r g personnel into IndochlOa to mvesbga repor n .,.othod, sen mwanted this capability, and we have tried repeatedly over . it. Because these were police States. however, ~nd many areas to us we had to employ other means of getbng answers. Be-. investigaiion methods were denied us! we were forced to . look peets of a report investigating the most mmor of leads and takmg a as rce evaluation W determine whether the 80U~ had the access and soul' r~~~f~~~~,~~ much was riding on analYSIS of these reports. we 

calm . 
unanswered. ... .. ht' active in-country lOvestlgabon of h~e slg 109:e-begmlll'ng to promise. It has the potential to prOVide persuasive h rt 'od of time on a number of our most troublesome 

very S 0 pen .. cases sure, it won't provide answers in all cases; fo~ mstance, 10 m:nY
I d ta scene of a wartime event will not turn up witnesses or arc Iva a us the answers we seek. . .. th t ~~~~;,h~8ve tasked 49 of the 108 firsthand hve Sl,htmg cases a are chr. '1 for live sighting investigations. Col. Cole s Stoney Belich ~ar as investigations SO far, and these have. ena~led us to co ect 10 orma-resolving 7 cases and one photo identlficabon. . . . . nfe."t;,," here Although we have great hopes for our hve Slg~tlOg lOv~­~am is very new and still has growing palOS. Despite IndJhinese governments to diplomats and members ?f Congress, the ground do not always get the level of cooperabo!" we fn~ '.~;.;;t~;~t~;,; are to withstand analytic scrutiny and the scrub".lY 0 t e 1 Vietnamese have recently informed us that they mte.nd to program using methods that are unacceptable to us. WeI aea st~~t­work formal agreements with the government of Laos. n mia, . us access to anywhere we wish to go, but they cannot guarantee areas that are under the control of the Khmer Rouge. . th -w,,,kin. all these problems. We hope to be able to report to you 10 e we are making progress in solving them, hr · h . to return to my review of the intelligence cycle for eac lYe Slg tlOg just outlined the various methods we employ ~o follow uPllea~!. rePOdrtt~: additional information is completed, findlOgs are co. ~ '. an ""'m,\v;OO<i D . thO phase we may decide to collect addltlonal mforma­

•. UTlng IS , A' t h wever ana re rt back to the collection ph~. t so~e pam, o . '. -this second, ':ore detailed stage of analysts, determlOe that suffiCient IOfor-has been collected to evaluate the report. f I I f evaluation and validati(:>o stage, o':1rfanal~~ts pr~t:~~ p~~~ide::~~:~~r. IUmlnarizes the report outlInes other 10 orma Ion co ec , t:: d and indica'tes how the report was evaluated. These summary 1m -. in-house by other analysts and management. . I d summary findings are presented to 8 formal re:vlew pane ma e the intelligence community, including repr~ntatlves f~om the De­the Central Intelligence Agency, the Mlhtary Intelhgence Serv-
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ices. the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Assistant Secretary of Defense 
tional Security Affairs. DlA has no vote on this panel. Only when this 
panel of intelligence professionals unanimously agrees, does the evaluation 
official. At that time the report is considered resolved. 

Resolved reports become part of Our data base. They are dynamic recorda 
also contribute to aggregate analytical studies of many subjects, including 
ie studies and prison studies. Resolved reports sometimes also generate 
lions that spark new collection and restart the intelligence cycle. 

Finally, the outcome of our approved evaluations are disseminated 
ways. First, all go into our information base. All reports correlated to 
for persons are forwarded to appropriate service casualty offices for 
next of kin. Cases of high interest are briefed to the interagency 
weekly briefings into that body. Unusually significant cases are 
gressional Oversight Committees and to members of Congress on a 

This brief outline of the intelligence cycle for live Sighting 
overview of Our efforts at DIA. I am prepared to answer any questions yOU 
have regarding how we do our work. I have with me at the table four other 
who might also be able to be of assistance. They are Col. John Cole, 
Stoney Beach collection team; Mr. Gary Sydow and Mr. Warren 
lysts in my office; and Mr. Steve Johnson, the Department of State i!<'pr .... '.1 
on the interagency review panel. 

Thank you. z o 
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. Th~ co~mittee ~uested Mr. Sheetz provide statistics on the number live sIghtmgs receiVed on a yearly basis during the 1980's and 1990's also, ~ked how many had been resolved and how many were still nn'r _I~;;;~ statIstics are as follows: .. , 

y", - -......, ... -- ,-
..................................... .. ........................ 

III III 
1110 99 )8 )8 
106 106 
1I7 II) 
116 115 
118 lIS 
109 107 
III 105 
IS. 149 
148 132 

1980 ._ ........................ . 
1981 
1982 ...................... . 
'983 
1984 ..................... .. 
1985 .............................. . 
1986 ........... .. .. .. .............. . 
1987 .................................................... . 
1988 ............................................................................... .. 
1989 .................................................. .. 
1990 .................... .. 
1991. 

92 S. 
46 16 

1992 .......... .............................................•............ 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Sheetz. We ate that overvIew and we do indeed want to look into a about how the work goes and also what the status is. Let me ~Y asking you, you currently have how many unresolved live 109 reports? 
Mr. SHEETZ. As of today, 110. 
The CHAIRMAN. Okay, now how many of those are in ,,, ____ .. Mr. SHEETZ. 92 in Vietnam. 
The CHAIRMAN. How many are in Laos? 
Mr. SHEETZ. 7 in Laos and 11 in Cambodia. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, a certain portion of those are live reports of people living free, correct? 
Mr. SHEETZ. That is correct. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is my understanding that in Vietnam are some 42 reports of people living free? 
Mr. SHEETZ. 43, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. 43. And in Cambodia, reports of 2 people free. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Now, 4. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, 4 people. So it is 43 and 4 is that oeenr"bj Mr. SHEETZ. Yes, sir. ' 
The CHAIRMAN. 43 and 4, 47 total living free. How many do have as captive in Vietnam? Live sighting reports of captive? Mr. SHEETZ. I have here 49. 
The CHAIRMAN. Okay, 49 active reports of captive in ,,,_." ..... Captive in Cambodia? 
Mr. SHEETZ. Seven. 
The CHAIRMAN. Captive in Laos? 
Mr. SHEETZ. Seven. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, I take it that living free is in a _",crp,,,o' PrIOrIty category, or not? 

. Mr. SHEETZ: Captive reports, generally speaking, would have thl hIghest prIOrIty. Whenever we go into a particular area in Vlet-
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we had captive and living free we try to do them both at 
time. d ~~!!::~:?Now what is the current plan for running own .. It ~ould seem to me that 110 reports. with 58 co.mt:ry, we ought to be able to have a pretty qUIck reso-

reports. 'f h d That would be a very accurate view I we a . as _CETZ. of movement as you might like and as I might hke. 
to go through an approval process that unfortunately and our people cannot-the day they receIve a report, if ever can they move right out and investigate that 

that we had put to test live slghtmg short notice ~R~i~l,~teW~~ell, how quickly can you g~t o.ut now? It ~as 
were supposed to now be available for live 

sir. That's what they told you and that's what 
~!l~~l~:~~ Solomon when he was over there, as well, but I 14 can speak to a slightly different reality, and rellln.y of working with functionary level folks who are iiwl,telCllarts as opposed to the policymakers that you spoke 

CHAIRMAN. Well, Colonel, have you not been able to receive notice live sighting followup? 
Sir, since the mechanism was put into place and mrnittee made the trip in April cooperation has been excel­accomplished 15 short notice live sighting investiga-

, ~~:::~;:~ it appears the train is fast coming ~ a hal~. The II are beginning to change the rules, as eVIdenced m our last week, sir. 
And in what way are they changing the rules? CoLE. Well sir, we've always had two problems. One IS 'mntr-arv to what we thought was agreed upon by rou~ visit or visit and also during Secretary Solomon s VISIt, was to prisons and restricted or military areas. The Viet­

c--:.. - .. ----- that was never agreed upon. 
v •• A."M.M<, Free access. 

CoLE. Free access. They claim that if we are going to get or into a facility located in a military zone, or what a restricted zone we have to give them advance notice. CHAIRMAN. Well, ~e had understood-in fairness, here, mean, I don't know a military base or a prison in the "tau,s anybody can just jump into, even you. 
We're not asking for that same kind of access that 

vttAIF1M"N. I understand. 
You had to wait an hour. We're talking at least a maybe 2 days before we could get into these places. 

~~~r~~~:~~ My understanding was that we had a short-
~ egative, sir. 

v~~AIRMAN. Well, that was certainly my understanding. I we'll have to go back to them and bring this up because obvi­the notice issue is an important one. 
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. Colonel CoLE. But I think, sir , more prominent than 
disagreement over access to prisons and military 
one that c.ame up last week during the tech talks. They 
to us during the tech talks, the Vietnamese did that 
done 34, 35 live sighting investigations with us t~ date 
they have found nothing, and this indicates that this 'is 
issue, in so many words, and that they no longer want to 
alo~g the same lines as we had been conducting them sinc 
spring. e 

They now have made several demands, the first of which is 
want us to supply all unresolved live sighting reports rec~ui rin 
vestigation, they want us to give them the complete data 
up front. They then want to sit down and evaluate the case 
They want us to produce the source, so that they can sit down 
us and interview the source in front of them. And then they 
to make a unilateral decision as to whether or not the case 
rants further investigation. 

Of course, we replied that this is--
The CHAIRMAN. Let me tell you, we met with the ambassador 

other day, and I know where the Vietnamese are coming 
this, which is that they believe that this is endless. They see 
constantly added-to list. And so what they are really looking 
some certitude to where we are coming from. They are 
and they have a sense that at first the road map was this, 
road map was this, now it is not just the Vessey d';'k~:~'a:::;~i~ 
it is live sighting reports, it is so forth . And they 
sense of this moving goal post. That is my understanding of it. 

My sense is that we would be well-served to provide them 
list of live sighting incidents and to say look, if we can get 
done in the next 3 weeks or month, those are the existing 
sighting reports. 

Is it fair to say that plus or minus a couple, the live sighting 
is what it is? It is the live sighting list, it can't change? 

Colonel CoLE. Yes, sir, but what they are asking for is they 
asking for the complete data background on each of the unresol!! 
cases. We are prepared to supply them a list of general areas. 
want to go to this province the first week of September. 

The CHAIRMAN. I understand. 
Colonel CoLE. Then one this week--
The CHAIRMAN. I understand why you can't---
Colonel CoLE. But we cannot reveal to them, sir, the ba,cklr~O;LJ!III 

of each case prior to us going down and inspecting. That 
validate any credibility we have on this thing, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. I understand that full well and I am sYlnp,athebC 
to that, and we made that argument very clearly to the 
ese when we were there. My hope is obviously-this is 
place to vet this completely, but obviously I want to state it 
because I know that they are listening and I think it is terribly 
portant for the Vietnamese to understand that this is not a chang­
ing, moving ~oal post, that this list is pretty finite, and that the 
more rapIdly It can be pursued the more rapidly this issue, obVIOUS" 
ly, can be resolved. 

There are a finite number of cases which we have now confirmed 
are finite, because our committee's work has already publicly con-
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that we are both dealing with a u~ive.rse of 130 or so. cases 
are now trying to make determlI~atlOns about . So. If you 

the live sighting reports, there Isn't.a lot more With the 
of an ongoing excavation process which Will last for 

hope that you could convey to them and we ~ill cer­
convey to them the importance of ,:,nderstandlng that 

ever-changing playing field, that It IS even more de­
it has ever been before, and it would be a tragedy 
th is process that we have made so many-with 

we have made so many advances on 

Senator, I might point out that-I'll use a vernacu-
here. If we were truly trying to jerk the Vietnamese 

this mechanism, I would send out for the field every 
report that I have for field investigation. But in fact, 

cases that pertain to Vietnam we've only sent 46 out to 
for live sighting followup because we feel that we can 
evaluate the other 46 through analytic. means ,,:ithout 
go to the extent of havin~.a full field. investIgatIOn on 
. So I think we are exercIsing proper Judgment In only 

out the most promising of the reports. 
would also say that many of the reports that we send out 

not that impressive in terms of the informatIon con­
the report. It's not, as I mentioned before the word, smok­
We have the responsibility of following up on each and 
of these reports and doing a full and complete job, which 

very seriously. But many of these reports are not strong on 

CHAIRMAN. I understand that. Doesn't it make a lot more 
in terms of the possibilities of finding somebody alive, which 
task, is it not? 
SHEETZ. That's the number one mission of the Defense De-

CHAIRMAN. Okay. If that is the number one mission, it seems 
that there ought to be a quick prioritization of those live 

in which there is any kind of questIOn mark of 
vintage, and that you work backwards.. . 

I would think that sitting there follOWing up on a hve 
of 1978 would get a little silly to them pretty quick­

get a little silly to a lot of pecople to go back to a par­
railroad crossing where a moving boxcar was seen WIth 40 
in it on some midnight of 18 years ago. You know, it sort of 
notions that you have got to go back there in order to find 

reality of a boxcar having been there, or so forth, whlCh IS 
'''',,<II' 19 a needle in the haystack. 

if you have got reports that say that in 1992 somebody was 
or somebody was seen there, that is your best shot, and 

tic,ularlv in terms of living freely, you're going to have a better 
!a'ding somebody. If somebody is living freely there in 1992 
can them they are going to have an awful lot of Infor­

about other pe~ple who may have been living there in the 
years. Now, is that your priority? 
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Mr. SHEETZ. All reports are important. However, I would that the most recent reports are the first among equals. SUre Colonel Cole can describe for you the kinds of dUlCUISSi.o; has had with his field collectors as they move out into the follow up on reports. 
The CHAIRMAN. Well, let me give you an example. You a total of firsthand live reports received in 1992, this year, You have resolved 16 of the, 30 are unresolved. By when look to having this committee know what the other 30 .? 18. 
Mr. SHEETZ. I'm not sure all of them have been sent out for nel Cole's people to resolve. Some of them undoubtedly have of them could still be in the analytical process back here in' ington. 
The CHAIRMAN. My question still remains. By when can committee expect to know the results of those 30 reports? Mr. SHEETZ. I would love to give the Senator a hard and answer to that question. I don't think I can. I think what I promise is that---­
The CHAIRMAN. Well, if you have a live sighting report of body seeing-­
Senator MCCAIN. What can you promise? 
Mr. SHEETZ. What I can promise is that we have just 

tional number of personnel into the live sighting inve'5iil~at.ive sion. We call it the interim plus-up and in that plus-up what we are trying to do is through an essentially brute method of drastically increasing the number of investigators tally work off the backlog so that we get to the position when a case is sent out from here in Washington, when a goes out, one of Colonel Cole's field collectors can take package and go right out into the field on that case; and namese approval to maneuver and to get around--
The CHAIRMAN. I understand. 
Mr. SHEETZ. We could get them resolved quickly. 
The CHAIRMAN. But I am still puzzled by something, Bob. Senator McCAIN. Excuse me. On that issue, does that mean clearly can commit to the chairman that you will have this plete by the time the committee completes its work? 
Mr. SHEETZ. Well, Colonel Cole is responsible for the field gation. He has these plus-ups working for him. Perhaps he try to make an answer. 
Colonel CoLE. Sir, there are a couple of big ifs. First, if we get kind of cooperation from the Vietnamese that we need on this, can certainly move ahead. 
Second, General Needham on the joint task force, full ac.cotllltiiIII commander, has put in a formal request to the Vietnamese for to be able to increase the size of our Hanoi office. And the is pending for a second full-time live sighting investigator based in Hanoi. We hopefully will have that back within a to put a second individual up there. 
So if we get back on track with the Vietnamese, we'll be able tAl put a second guy in. 

279 

~~~~~i(~Le~tty me come back to the point ~hat .l was trying .- is on finding if somebody 18 abve m south-

Ifi~OU get a report into DIA and it says, I saw 1rAIR)149"9!~2 I would think you would want to evaluate that 
a douple of days or hours, that it either has the pa-

f being,_~real or does not. 
have a time line that-- . If it has a potential of being real, I would thmk 

want 'to have it back in the field by fax by whatever, 
And you would want people out there. . . Mr. Warren Gray, sitting to my fight, 18 the ct;uef of 

op'erslticms branch and it's his job to manage the mven­cases. And Warren has laid out a time line ~:I~~:i~~~ with Colonel Cole that once we get thiS plus­get the inventory cleaned up, we intend on living 
time line. h . I' . you might want to summarize what t at time me 18, 

Sir we're trying to do the analysis on the rep?rts as received: get them back to the live sighting investigators 
the investigation done--,CiIAlRMAN. I am sorry to keep interrupting you, but do you computer capacity that plugs in and out of Bangkok and 

the analysis in Bangkok. ' .. "'aov We have done that. . . UIAIRNIAl •. If it is worth going in, you go m .rIght away? Absolutely yes sir. In July we received a report we Stoney Beach, ~ussed that report within 24 h,?urs, LSI to go into Cambodia to check it out. We can do It by 

CiIAIRMAN. Well, I am having trouble .understanding how 1992 reports refer to a 1992 sightmg. In other words, have 46 reports received in 1992, but many of them 
refer to a sighting in the 1970's or 1980's, correct? 
GRAY. Yes, sir, that's correct. 
CHAIRMAN. My question is how many of the 1992 reports 
a 1992 sighting? . GRAY. It looks like none of the reports refer to a 1992 slght-

CHAIRMAN. Nobody has seen anybody living free or in cap­
in 19921 
SHEETZ. I think we have at least four, four reports that 
to a 1992 sighting. . CHAIRMAN. Four reports of somebody seemg somebody in 

SHEETZ. Yes, sir. ., f ? CHAIRMAN. Where they seen in captivity or hvmg ~ee. SHEETZ. Captive environment alleged, captive environment. 
CHAIRMAN. Are all four checked out yet? 
GRAY. No, sir. 
CHAIRMAN. Why not? 



Mr .. GRAY. One ?f the Sources gave us the report that he Sa 
~merJcan PO.W'". m Laos and he said, I will not give you theW 
tIon of that slghtmg until you give me a reward. Where d 
We can't. 0 

The other reports we're lookinlf at go back into 
system to the LSI's. That's what we re faced with. 

Mr. SHEETZ. Can I explain what We try to do when a 
comes In? 

The CHAIRMAN. Before you do, let me ask you you say 
reevaluating the other three? 'yoll 

Mr. SHEETZ. No reevaluating, initial evaluation. 
The CHAIRMAN. And giving them to the LSI's? 
Mr. SHEETZ. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. How long does that take? 
Mr. SHEETZ. It takes sometimes a week or mOre to do that 
The CHAIRMAN. If a person has not asked for a reward ~nd 

person says, I saw somebody being held in Cam Nan or 
was, why do you not just say, okay, let us go. Let us g~Oma'ODned'" 
and see If somebody is there immediately. 

Mr. SHEETZ. What we're trying to do, Senator, is to have Our 
lyst put some value added to that report fill in whatever 
stats might be in there and we extract fro';' our database 
ports that we've had previously in that same geographic 
MIght somehow bear on it, might not. 

To include hearsay reporting. The reason that's important 
many of these reports, unfortunately, when we get out to the 
turn out to be either shams or just don't pan out. And 
to great trouble with working with the Vietnamese to gain 
al! to ge~ o~t to a certain site and if you're able to determine 
mmutes tlme that there are no watchtowers here there 
coiled concertina wire, there is no detention facility' it just 
doesn't exist. ' 

The C!'AIRMAN. ~, in other words, you can determine that 
bogus WIthout havmg to expend your good will and the etIort--.-

Mr. SHEETZ. Well, the problem though is if it is a ca]lthle 
tion in particular, we want to send our an~lysts our 
there fully prepared, ~o include all the analytic~l back·Cgr'"llto"'unLUd'" 
we have on that partIcular area. In addition-wait this is an 
portant point-in addition, if he gets out there ~nd the 
quickly falls apart, the Vietnamese, they complain to 
you've s~mt us out here on a wild goose chase, this is 
we're bemg led by the nose through this incredible charad'e"u .• cu,_ 

To cut that off, we're giving the live sighting investigator a 
complete package, which includes other information that 
they're out ther~, if they quickly dispense of this case, here's 
or four other thmgs that you can check out in that immediate 
graphic area. 
. The CHAIRMAN. Now let me ask you a couple of heretical 

tlons that would come from sort of different sources of skElpti~is~ 
about this issue. And I ask them as a devil's advocate to lay 
on the table, not as a statement of belief. ' 

But ~hat do you say to somebody who says, boy, you guys 
caught m the worst catch-22 craziness of all history? Because yoll 
are gomg to keep getting a live sighting report and the live sight-
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is going to tell you somebody is in captivity .. And you 
to go. I mean, you cannot Just go In 

cOlJn1cry willy-nilly and--
won't let us. They would arrest us if we tried. 

O:"Sl~~.~·i;~~-·' somebody would be arrested trying to at or wherever in America, too. 
absolutely. That's right. 
mean, the point is, you need your clearances. 

kind of clearance in a nation to go somewhere, par­
secure area. So this is the catch-22. 

c:'.R~.~r~~I:sdO not think we would give unfettered permis­
IE to go into every facility we have in the United 

would want somebody walking with them. We would 
some prior notice so the warden knows it is not a group 

coming for a big prison break. I mean, let us be rational. 
got to apply our own rationality to this, right. So, catch-

is always going to be an element of notice, so the doubting 
is always going to say to you, they moved them, they were 

this is a game. You guys are telling them where you are 
go out to where you are going and when you get there, 

no one there. And we just go around and around and 
What do you say? 

SHRl'Z .• Well, one of the things we try to do when we get out 
the report is to not just take the first information 

~~~~~e.~to~J~!dand typically, when you get there, people 
t . for you to talk to in some cases. But we're 

~sfi_E<I with that. We try to get off the beaten track a little 
to some of the villagers or passers-by, people who were 

~ao<I at the scene for us to talk to, try to get into archival 
they exist. 
try to enrich the experience by gathering in as much in­
as you can. Bob DeStatte has had the occasion to travel 

Wide:lv in the country and is very familiar with some of the 
~i;!;~lt~~, as well as the nuances of interviewing Vietnam­
~ . So maybe Bob might want to add a little bit to that. 

. DESTA'ITE. Yes, I think I'd like to comment on two areas. 
the environment we find ourselves in when we arrive at the 

and our ability to cut through screens, if you will, or at­
to screen us from spontaneous information. 

"","."r,.a area has to do with the coordination process, in some 
of the coordination process as it exists in Vietnam today. 

first topic, one of the no-notice or short notice investigations 
went on, we went to a small village in Tai Kai Province. 
was absolutely no way for information about our visit to pre­

Our arrival there, for a variety of reasons I won't bore you 
We landed our helicopter. We stepped out of the helicopter 

very rapidly a crowd of people who are working in the fields 
gathering fruits and one thing and another collected. We must 

had 200 people gather around us in the first 5 minutes, not 

sat and chatted with those folks for while. We asked one 
W"o--oUr counterpart asked one of the villagers if he'd run up to 
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the village offices and invite the authorities to come down 
~d. . 

So while we were waiting-it must have been 20 minutes for 
to get up there and these folks to come back-we had an 
ty to chat with a wide variety of people, young and old men 
women, and we got very candid comments. ' 

There was-we can do this in a variety--even if we had 
the people in advance, say, several days, and they had 
tempt to pass word ahead on that, I'm satisfied from eXllen 
that we are given the freedom to talk to anybody we 
these villages, and that in so doing both the independent spirit 
openness of the average villager out there, combined with 
skills as interviewers, we would cut through any attempt by 
one to screen us from the facts. 

The issue is that of coordination. And I realize you folks 
tered that first-hand when you visited there the last time. 
normal coordination process and most of the installations 
visit are military installations, and the coordination process 
follows. 

We first are required to submit a written request to the 
namese ministry, pardon me, office for seeking missing 
They, in turn, send the request to the senior military relpre_ 
tive on the VNOSMP, the Vietnam office for seeking miSSing 
sons. 

He, in turn, then has to take that request-let's say, for 
I want to visit hospital lOS-he has to take the request to 
of the Ministry of Defense and he must get the minister's 
or his designated representative. Once he has that 
he must go to the general staff department, 
mand-most of the command functions are exercised 
general staff department or the staff department at the apl'l"OI! 
ate echelon. 

Once he has the approval of the general staff department, 
he has to go to the particular director that is responsible for 
activity. In the case of medical installations, it falls under the 
eral directorate for rear services, one of the four major 
ments in their armed forces, three major departments in 
armed forces. 

Once he gets the approval of the general directorate for 
services, then he has to go down, in this case, to the medical 
partment, which is a subordinate echelon of that. Once he has 
approval of the medical department, he can then go to the 
of the hospital and get on the calendar. 

And they do not have, their bureaucracy doesn't have pre)CedUII 
for short-stopping that. And each level in the command 
standably wants to make sure they're not getting, that they're 
going to be blindsided. They want to know what's happening 
their subordinate echelons. 

Customarily, one or more of the intermediate echelons in 
chain of command will want to have a representative 
during the meetin~. And it's not there so much-my b~~riellO 
has been that they re not there to control, they're there to 
inform their bosses at the various echelons what's going on. 

The CHAIRMAN. So it's a bureaucracy like any other. 
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I)BSTATTE. That's correct. And just to make one comment 
once that coordination process is completed, I found the co­

is outstanding. They not only-if I tell them I want to 
an issue that say occurred during the mid-seventies, they 

oeople back in from retirement who served in that facility 
mid-seventies to ensure that I get-and this is at my 

request or explicit request. But they've been very coopera-

CHAIRMAN. Well, I have to comment that it is not a scientific 
.,I,";(lUslv, not even a tried and true investigative protocol. 

Senator Smith and I were there in the spring, we had 
to land on the outskirts of the military base, Dongtiem. 
of fact, our helicopter went to the wrong place and 

right in the middle of the camp, of the military camp, not 
outside. Literally 150, 200 young soldiers came runDing 

of half-dressed, they had been playing different games 
barracks and things. And they came over and crowded 
helicopter and around us. And we proceeded to have an 
15, 20 minute conversation with them through the in­

asking them if they had ever seen Americans anywhere 
was totally spontaneous. And they all laughed and said, 

had never seen anybody and so forth. 
just sort of intuitively, as a human being, as well as with 

Co'''''e!r investigative experience as a prosecutor, felt the lack 
the spontaneity, all the different things you add up, 

powerful and seemed to give me a sense that these 
at that we were talking to in that particular vicinity 
seen somebody. 
I think if you are there for a year or for 2 years and you 

iDovir,g around and there is a repetition to that kind of sponta­
to get a larger flavor perhaps for something. It 

mean someone is not secreted away, away from everybody, 
unbeknownst to anyone in a community. And obviously, 
a possibility, I guess. But it certainly diminishes the capac­
many of these so-called live sighting reports to gain a cer­

credibility when you see the flow of traffic and you recognize 
.rellCtion to people under what are considered strange circum­

in a community where strangeness stands out like a sore 
and where almost any event out of the truly ordinary sticks 

that a fair, I mean, does that enter into your interpretative 

DESTATrE. Oh, yes, sir. The people there are like people the 
Over. If someone that they perceive to be an important per­
asks them for their views, they are flattered at the opportu­

there is, as you say, a genuine spontaneity and openness 

to bring it back to our live sighting issue, in my personal 

:::::~~~; what Mr. Sheetz and Colonel Cole were talking about, 
that our live sighting investigator, when he goes to a loca­

goes there not with just one report in his pocket to look into. 
Very important because it is going back to the coordination 
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th:h~l(;dn who has to go up to the minister and the'r:~;;;;~: 
s epartment and so forth, if he goes up there 

as can be the cEll!" to VISIt the same location, he is going 
~hatever good wIll he has, because these people at these 
tlOns are busy men. Apd so if he goes there, we want to 
five cases, then we go m and look at all five of those cas . 
good faIth on our part. es, It 
Th~ CHAIRMAN. There is an element of the catch-22 part 

questIOn that was not addressed but we can come back to ·t 
tor Daschle? I . 

Senator DASCHLE. I have no questions at this time 
'.I'he CHAIRMAN. Senator Smith? I have more que~tions btl 

gomg to Come back. ' u 
Senator SMITH. Just picking up on some of that debate with 

ator Kerry. ~f you look at the map up there of Vietnam a d 
and Cam~odIa, you can think of it as kind of the univers~ 
hve sIghtmg reports. Obviously, that is where most of them 
?f them are. And you assume, for a moment, that those 
mvolve?, If they have anybody, do not wish us to have them 
otherwIse they probably would have made some arrangement 
that. 

And then you, making that assumption, which I think is a 
sonable one, .you then go to the task that you all have which 
try to mye~tIgate these live sighting reports. Well, it i~ 
sonable, IS It not, to assume that no matter how much .in',estigatil 
you do, the overt investigation that you are doing, either 
na.mese or the Lao do not want to you find POW's, they 
gomg to sho~ them to you. So is that not a reasonable 

Co~one!, WIth all the work you are doing out there, ass,.unlptlLQI 
decISIOn IS made m the Politburo or someplace else to take 
Cole to a PrIso!l or some location where there is somebody 
they are not gomg to take you there. 

Colonel CoLE. I ~o~ld assume that would be right, sir. TT_II_· 

stumble onto one hvmg freely in the province or something in 
remote area. . 

Senator SMITH. Well, does it make then and I would be very 
ful how we. ~iptoe around this, but does it not make sense 
covert actIvItIes make mOre sense than overt rumblings around 
varIOus areas of Vietnam taking, going to where they want you 
go? 

Colonel CoLE. I'm the ';"Tong guy to ask on that, sir. 
Senator ?MITH. No, I m not asking you to get into, 

askmg you m a general sense. 
Colonel CoLE. I can't answer. I don't know, sir. 
~nator SMITH. ~ll right. ~ave any of you established spE",ifical 

ly, m any of your mvestIgatmg, eSJlE"'ially the folks on the 
at Stone~ Beach, have any of you determined any 
Lao .0ffi~lals that you have dete~mined have lied to you in 
vestIgatlOn, directly hed to you m terms of providing inlform •• ti()Df 
Not refugee reports, not the SOurce. 
. CoI~nel. COLE. I understand, sir. You're talking the live sig:hti,nl ' mvestIgatlOns conducted to date. 

Senator SMITH. Right. Your counterparts on the other side. 
Colonel CoLE. No, Sir, we have not. 
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syrrH. You have not established definitely that any of 
lied to you? . . 

CoLE No, sir. The cooperatIOn m the past few months 
outsta"nding and we found that they have been most help-

SyrrH. See, what I am trying-when Senator Kerry and 
mittee went to Vietnam and Laos, It gave me an m· 

com Because what I was hearing, what I heard 
your people and we traveled with all of you 

countries, I heard extensively that you felt yo.u 
greater coo!?"ration,. but ~hen you got out there, It 
the cooperatIOn was mcreasmg. 

ies1~l'da~f,. Mr. Sydow indicated that as far as the-help me 
the prison. ......... __ . Liet. ' 

Liet prison, thank you. He felt that we all 
I ~'~~\~~'~ to that effect. So it just seems to me that 

not if or unanimous opinion here that the Viet· 
are being . 
by that I mean, when I say forthrIght, I do not mea,? what 

not telling us. I am talking about what they are telhng us. 
words, are they telling us things that are not. tr.ue? . They 

they want to, but do you understand the dlstmctIo~? I 
.,estE>d in what they are telling us. Is what they are telhng 

accurate? 
I think it is, but I think one thing we have to re­

sir is if we don't ask the right question, we're not 
a vol~nteered answer. Let me give you an example. 

S8.tu:rd,.y, we conducted an advance notice live sighting in· 
at Ministry of Interior 198 hospital. Now, ~e know 

reporting that the Japanese monk was held m thiS hospl· 
we know some other people were held in this hospital. The 
minutes of questions by my live sighting investi~ator •. he 

any of those questions. And the director, while bemg 
cordial, didn't volunteer this. 

as we began to ask sJlE"'ific questions, we in turn got 
responses and all of them, thc; best we can tell, were tru~h· 

what I'm saying is if you don t ask the right questIOn With 
vocabulary, you know, difference between-there's a 

of synonyms that we think, stay·behind. We use the term 
:-Ilelh~nd, like for Garwood. 

have I think six or seven different words. Bob and Gary 
more exPert than'm1self, but if we don' t ask the sJlE"'ific word, 
~pecific question, we re not going ,to get an answer. And that to 
18 not lying, that's just not-they re not gomg to be completely 

SMITH. I cannot recall. Maybe Senator Kerry does. I 
whether you asked them if American POW's were at 

and if so, how many or whether they volunteered It, I 
recall. 
I know that, based on the answer, they gave us the low 

?~!Jnller, I think 8 or 10 or 7, and you indicated that there were 
-_r •. many more than that at that prison based on the mforma-

you had. So that would be an example of not being truthful. 

60-642 - 93 - 10 
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The CHAIRMAN. Let me interject here if I can, because I be very careful on this stuff because I want the record to 

rate, but also we are dealing with an ongoing n~~~~~~~~n!: here. And I do not want to see any ruptures over 
misinterpretations. And misconstruals are miSinterpretations Now let me just say that I was there, I was the one who' the question and it was-the guy who was very reluctant to in, he was the lower level person in charge of the prison specific instructions as to what he thought we were to see. And it was during that initial period before we were cle,a"ed, the rest of the prison that we asked the question, how many icans were here? And he said something like, 10 or so. Now was not an accurate number. ' But I took-I mean, at the time, I am not sure that he was ing liberated to talk to us because we still were not cleared to a lot of what we were doing. We kind of pushed our way in And I just think if you put it into the circumstances, you to measure it. 

We also had an investigator with us and the investigator said to us, no, that is wrong. You should ask him, you know, were more or something. So we just thought it was a casual conversation. 
Mr. SYDOw. I think this is exceptional to talk about shows the complications of an investigation and why we prepared when we send our LSI in. I think I would reserve speculation about this until we could talk to it in another And I would review what I said with you then. 
Senator SMITH. That would be fine. I understand that. Mr. DESTATTE. Could I comment on that? I think the review ess or pardon me, the coordination Pl'OCess that I moment ago. I think the contrast between the coc,pe:ration when it's cleared in advance and people feel free to talk their boss and their bosses' bosses and his boss further up said, this is all right, and going in cold where the man is not he is going to get in difficulty for talking to a stranger walked in there unexpectedly, I think what we encolmt;er<~ was as you suggested. We encountered someone who was not dent that he had the authority to be candid with you. I were also talking about, in the case of the prisoners of war were held there, we're talking about events that are 20 years in past. 
I hold it unlikely that the person you talked to had any hand knowledge of the numbers of prisoners there. He had anecdotal knowledge that the prisoners had been held personally would be reluctant to conclude that there was erate attempt to deceive you. I think you were just encolmt;erilng person who was genuinely uncertain what he could or couldn't and he was trying to not offend you and at the same time, not in trouble with his own boss. 
Senator SMITH. One of the-a final point on this. One of the things that has always been amazing to me is why we do not get greater access-and I will not go into any more detail than that­why we do not get greater access in those countries than we haVe. 
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committee went to Laos, and I do not recall th~ w~en the II village that we refueled at wIth the hell-It was a sma f La n route to another even more 
very I;t~:~ad~af~w mi~:tes and we went t~rough this 

.u1al;~E;,.A:e'1n~m:t:,:~t b~frdi~~a~~k~dI !n
U
e
e1[. I[h~rf\~ 

a restroom and they showed me t I.S ~a ICU ar use lked in there and sitting-and ~his. IS an ex-
relno1;e

I a;:a with very little access-and .Slttmg m the-o'f . to a Lao women was a Caucasian young man. 0 otra12~5"ny·gears old. I was stunned. I did not expect to see him 
n~. withh~uh.,"~;·and he said he worked for the NEA, 

1m w Association. And I just find It a httle--;we 
t heck out a report or to check out a somethmg acci~ t~r~s of our imagery or whatever it is that we 

e want to check out and yet these llE:ople get aC5;ess. w hocked by that. Is there any explanatIOn for that .. D~ 0;' I mean is this pretty common or was that an oddity. 
this pretty'common to see people who are Wlthh variouTh m to be with them and then he told me e was WI 

_tion,seeal Education Association. I do not-- . ts d . .' It's very common in Laos to see Caucasians ou I e m 
irovi,nces. 

''''''LIT''' .. Americans? 
::;lI'lITJIf. sgiher than-but we cannot get that access our-

Not official access, no, sir. Now, we are .talking to who do go out there. They come back and If they see peolPtLehey let us know. But there are liter.ally hundreds of 
lC8iSiims out there, in groups, the United NatIOns d<:vel08ment 

people. That includes Americans, French, Swedish, auca-
everywhere:.vhen I went into Laos at the number of Cauca­

is even worse. I say worse. There. are as manr; out there in the provinces to the pomt that, Wit to si hting reports, it should be n~ted, that .we ~re l!et­the point that we're trying to identify m thes~ hve slghtIhg 
Americans who are out there legally !l'0vmg about t e "Isc:alpe. Those are the Americans who are hvmg freely as re­~ sources. These are in reality Americans who have a 
be out there. l' I b't h Let me just help my colleague a Itt e I er.e, the lac~ where we stopped was actually one of the malO cente~. It is a town right on the edge of th!l ~lam of Jars, is rett -it is indeed small and rural, but It IS pretty cen­to th~m. It is one of the main thoroughfares m terms of tour­

there, is it not? 
Mr. GRAY. Yes sir. h th thO is The CHAIRMA~. So that would not be ,;,nusual. T e °t :fth ;:If u~ Vietnam, I believe most of the NGO s that we me t ? have access almost everywhere. Is that not accura e. 

. SYDOW. I believe that is accurate. 



Senator SMITH. Is it a bit of a grudge thing with us not to that kind of access? 

Mr. SyDOW. I'd like to share an anecdote that will clarify of this. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, they will view it as being helnf,,1 
Mr. SYDOW. That's Correct, and they're handled by 

of Foreign Affairs (MFA). 
The CHAIRMAN. So it might trigger a few bells about sOme ic approach here. 

Mr. SYDOW. When I was in Hanoi, I happened to meet a 
from my university back home who was studyingr h~~~~:~I~~ village south of Hanoi. He explained to me the c 
had to have to go into the village and interview people on his thesis. 

He had to get clearances with the Hanoi city comrnit:tee 
the province committee, with the province capital, 
local village. And, in fact, he had to register with the 
in the village whenever he went in and left. They 
restrict his movements, but he had to register and have permill 
before he moved in and out of the city On a daily basis. And 
has gone on for about a year. 

Senator SMITH. I have just one final quick point, Mr. '-''''''Ull 
As I was going through the chronology of the SI Report, 
list all of the incidents of Sighting reports, there was neve:r_o!I 
of the categories, all of the categories, you go down throl1gb 
years, is insuffiCient data under analysis or whatever or soner. 

But in 1992, you have five-one, two, three, four, five, six 
used the term captive. Is there any significance to that? Is 
ferring to somebody other than a POW? It is just a total rev'erslll 
what you have been putting down on the sheets and I am just 
ous as to why that is on there. Does anybody know? 

Mr. SYDOW. Could you share with us where that is on the 
Senator SMITH. Sure. That is JUly-it was the most recent 

30 July 1992. 30 July 1992. It is just that it is a change and I 
know if it is a change in how you categorize or what. The 
captive just kind of appear there. They do not refer to 1992 
ings, I do not believe. I think they refer to earlier sightings, 
were brought to you in 1992. 

Mr. SYDOW. There is no significance to that. It is the "'Iu"",,,~ 
of under analysis, something that we are looking at very 

Senator SMITH. But we got into this earlier. I cannot recall 
hearing it was. But in terms of categories under statistics 
there is no category speCifically listed as a POW. So if in fact 
establish that there is a POW with a live sighting report in 
of this whole overview on the interagency committee and so 
in what category do you place that report? 

Mr. SHEETZ. In that situation, if it was determined that was 
ally a POW in captivity, that report would still be in an imlesl~'P: 
tive status and Once we made that determination, it would be 
then for some sort of a recovery operation. It wouldn't be time hi 
any database entry into OUr database, it would be time for t 
President to decide what he was going to do about trying to brJ11' that person home. 
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inl hope so. I do not disagree SMITH. Well, I would cerJ" hI e a list of categories, they 
But it seems to me you 0 t vs-we have gone through 

from unresolved sta POW I MIA information, but 
camp informatIOn, no k"t I do not under-

th pose of trac mg I , 
' . Just for e pur POW' why do you not have a are lookmg for s, 

-n:f::'-:;,1\ii'si It d s not make sense. . . d ~' . oe A d 2A-that is actIOn require . Is category 1 an . 
. That is action requlre~. 

",NIl.,n •• Do thos,: refer to t~a\'n a classified environment, 
In our prevIOus heab" t

g 
it was in the Course of hiS raised thIS Issue, ll. 

took it up to diSCUSS up. .. t' 
we never m a POW in a captive sltua IOn 

our current category syste , h that he had had a prevI-
in Cat 1. I believe the v,e~gr!hich it would be Cat 6. Now 

of our category syst~m, m . this context. I don't have 
doesn't make muc sense rdner to explain that. We do 
Perhaps John doe IS t'~ 0 and we would take action on for such a corre a IOn 

::~~~'r? d"t esterday and I saw two catego-
R~AN. I w~edrealAmg 'dYl think 2A or something. And actIOn reqUlr, an 

was a IB and 2B. I d t ask you this to embarrass 
rate, now, gentlemen, 0 n~ kind of extraordinary. On 
I have got to tell ~0~1 t~l~h~se the 110 that are current­
under analYSIS, Wit a 0 . 'is number 15019, Ronald 

sighting r~portsh undAr dartl~S~snder analysis. Now, is that Jr. and SIX ot ers. n 

under a~alysi~? d' . d I also indicated that there were six 
GRAY. Sir, thIS m IVI ua . g back to the indiVidual to POW's in the area .. So we are gom 

up on the informatIOn. . . or his being the individ-
with regard to the alleged Slghtlb; d that case at the next 

Ronald Reagan, Jr., we can ar 001(11101;; 

So, effect- ? 

CHAIRMAN. You can do what. hat case before the interagen­
GRAY. We could actually tak\~ regard to that one sighting. 

·c:o:mnlllL'''''' to board that case WI . boarded it's in effect 
we will do that. So, until that case IS , 

analysis. . to ou about the potential 
CHAIRMAN. What dcis It sabTtyYto deduce that Russians 

them? You have fou~ l~U[f ~o:;ebody says Ronald Reagan, 
here and so on and so . or h' Id do you worry about the SIX and SIX others are bemg e , 

GRAY. Yes, sir. ' t But tell me why? 
CHAIRMAN. I am glad to h~O~" We are going to go in and 
GRAY. He says they are . !bout 
it out to s~ what he ~ talkl~;n the i~terview was conducted, 

1I.. " ~llonel CoLE. Sir, I was t . ede d taking the fact that he has men-
. And we are·bml eeiement of truth here. That is why ,,~"""'U'(l SIX others as a POSSI e 

are going back. 
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The CHAIRMAN. And at what date were they being held? I it is 1992. 
Mr. GRAY. 1992. 
Colonel CoLE. So, it is current. 
The CHAIRMAN. So, it would seem to me that is on a hot ority. 
Colonel CoLE. It is. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is. 
Colonel CoLE. Yes, sir, it is. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, let me also ask you something take as a matter of heresy, but I just want to ask it, to eX'imin8~ record here again. 
Would your job, Colonel, on the ground in Vietnam, be or diminished by having more people on the ground, more cans moving around Vietnam learning what is happening? Colonel CoLE. You are talking about just normal civilian cans, or are you talking about people belonging to my unit in joint task force? 
The CHAIRMAN. No. I am talking about NGO 

there as part of 501(cX3) or whatever cultural e:~~h;h::~ie~~!= might be enhancing people's communication vi 
It would strike me you would be learning more, more intimacies. There would be more people who will friends or sit at meals or have exchanges who might say, know, 10 years ago this is what we saw up here. Would you more information or would it be more of a headache? I am wondering. 

Colonel CoLE. I think, sir, operationally, it may be more of headache, because we would then start picking up live sighting ports on those additional Americans, particularly in rural areas. The CHAIRMAN. Do you currently get live sighting reports NGO's? 
Colonel CoLE. Yes, sir. In fact, I believe-Warren Gray, me if I'm wrong-in Cambodia, as things have really opened there, it's beginning. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Well, is this again, is this a crazy caltch.-Z~:ISII that you-you lock the door on yourself so that you can never in and find out what is going on and then you keep having trickle of reports, but you never learn reality. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Senator, I raised this question about living free ports and the increase in the potential even further increases more and more Americans begin traveling in Cambodia and nam and perhaps even in Laos. 
I've raised that at the interagency group level with regard to potential for basically swamping us with these kinds of sighting ports, living free reports, due to increase in travelers. And. I've asked the interagency group for consideration of a policy decls~o~ that would basically give us the flexibility not to have to go to fUl' field investigation or even to even consider initially as a legitims!:, live sighting a current living free sighting that to us bears no h bility of relating to a live prisoner from the Vietnam War, throug perhaps the age. . If we've got someone who presents a live sighting to us, liVIng free in Vietnam today, where the person is represented as being s 
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that we not even treat that as a legitimate person, 

~~~!~i~~ 'bl th t the situation may have WeJl, is it passl e a it? For instance, when your capacity to Purs:Fre'nch family that was 
over I remembe~ ':~~~ere over there doing busI­
around, som'f ~el~~ut there traveling arou~d. People a lot o. 0 .' through the countryside. . vans and Jf st ~nVlI~~hese other countries are pushmg to me that a rea yale in Vietnam. It is just sort of an lvellDpe with lots of P':0P to get a lot of reports on, gee, I saw that yOu are gOl~g 

"".'tcam here or somethmg. h many different countries 

~~~;~e;,~a~re~u~O~dver there. I mean, Co°ionel? How many different over there now, . 
~!~~~~I ~ff~~~;;t .? Oh yc::.~!r~~t tremendous numbers of French, of, CoLE. , . Th umber of tourISts-said, Swedes, 51<· !If over the place. I mean, you cannot CH:AlIlMO,·N. They HareCh' M' h City or Hanoi without bump-~~~~c:d~o~iw~n;:to~ wn 0 I m It can you? . 

is correct, 51<. . that about our capacity to C1'IAIRMl ..... Is there a messa~le Ign But I mean I am asking 
thO gs? I see you sml m ., 'th sun. m '. t' You guys are over ere ,. from a poltcy ).rspeCgh~f~g reports. My God, you co:,ld foll ovvin.l( up on IV~ Sl. d ybody who does not Itke :D1ml;ie!!S ports commg m an an . . h ber " re t could just come m WIt any num Ii ~'iel~nslIIl'ese Governmen I saw five people over here. they want and say, gee,. . that 'ew Vietnamese S· 't' y ImpressIOn l' DESTA'M'E ... 1<, 1 ~ t~er they are American or some other western VlSlto;s, w Ie. f eely there. There will be the oc-icmlality, as AmerIcans I~ng. r 

con artist who will gIVe It a t~d ent, as more and more 
think the-m my persont~ J w~terners travel and work ... liams and more and more 0 er er of these kind of reports 'VietIlarn, we wiJl find fewer and few be-these folks they come 

also find that ther:
h 
wII~k to profession~1 groupS, it 

talk to CIVIC groupsil.;:y greater public acceptance of be<~orn.,.-I think there WI . a . ners being held in Prov­that there are no AmerIcan Ph~oare Jiving and frequently if we have several Amencans w 
raY1mnlg through Province X. . u on that point, I think ce;;~~~!~SMITH. WeJl, I think, foJlowmg P of the whole Stoney Ie of the hearing and th~ pu~~~e reports on people who 

. operation, DIA operatIOn, IS e ~ho are captive or sightings m a prison enVIronment, pe,?pl not people, tourists, walkmg 
people say they are ~.;')ttve'an hopefuJly that is what--­in the street. Correc. f me ~harter is that if we have a 

UlIOflel to u~~~a~It.lk~r;~u~p~8~m~~i~~v~iV~~gc~:~~ ~~tt~~ 
of him bemg an MIA or • 

that and follow up, sIr. is t differentiated according to important, our charter no 
-ealpt'ive and living freely. 



Senator SMITH. Oh, I understand. But also, if you follow 
enough follow-up questions, I think you can establish that. Colonel CoLE. Yes, sir. 

Senator SMITH. And I am SUre yOU do. 
Colonel CoLE. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. The point is obviously that if you 

Bob Garwood there or someone who had chosen to . 
the period of the war itself who might have moved thlrough­
cation camps Or anything else, you need to find 
talk to them because they would be a wealth of inltormaltio'n, they not? 

Colonel CoLE. That is Correct, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. So you cannot eliminate living freely. 
Mr. SHEETZ. Not totally, but the notion would be to put 

sanity checks on the front end and not put into the process 
that, information that just patently doesn't stand. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, now, what can this committee look 
terms of the current unresolved live sighting reports of the 
and 1990's, of which, as I see it, there are about maybe 70 close to 90. 

So you have got close to 90 of those unresolved reports frOm 
to 1992, it would seem to me obviously date-wise those 
Our priority. Can this Committee have some confidence 
vast majority of those will be answerable in some form over course of the next 2 months? 

Mr. SHEETZ. Well, I would tell the Senator, first, that the 
110 is at the high end of OUr normal inventory. We are 
review board to be held, and if that review board agrees 
recommendations and approves them, we'll be taking SOlne'wbl 
between 20 and 30 cases into a resolved status Sometime " ..... u • next month. 

Colonel Cole's people are augmented by the plus-up that I 
scribed previously and perhaps he might like to take a minute 
describe Where that plus-up's going and where we think OUr goal On that. 

Colonel CoLE. Sir, I'd like to revisit for a moment, the ~~'tellllell 
I made earlier about the Vietnamese limiting access. 
turn them around, them being the Vietnamese, around 
back to the original mechanism which we had set up 
made your trip, we can return to that and maintain a steady 
load if you will, of doing so many no notice inspections, at least 
per week, and a few advance notice inspections. 

Sir, We can make the kind of progress you are asking for. 
And I'm hoping that knowing that the Vietnamese are 1).>,., ... ,_ 

that they will understand how important this is to us. 
top priority and we're not moving the goalpost On them. 
tempting to work off this total and that's OUr primary goal 
last Sighting issue. So if we get the kind of access that We once 
we restore this train to its track, We can move ahead. 

Senator SMITH. Before we start, Mr. Chairman, regarding stay­
behinds though, based On the interview, I believe it was. 
Mr. DeStatte, I am not sure, Who did an interview with a mortl­
ciano You belieVed him, did you not, when he said there were two 
Americans there, yoU had reason to believe him? 
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S· he said there were three, not two. 
"1I~ATT". Ir, y d 'bed 
• Three. I am sorr . of things, but he eSCrI 

q..,l1Ti<·And he said a numbeh bcommittee confirmed, 
One of them who. t h~ !bout Robert GarwooddJ ~~~·CGarwood. He was rIg other two, but I should a 

was also corr~t on ~e ledge that these-all three He had no dIrect ow 

were Americans'h t they were Caucasians .. ~ 
only t a h of the three. He descrI 

ood . ofeac . hfngs were made-I ~f time during which ~r"w~ d~ring the mid- and 
dates specifically, bU~id by others that all thr,;" 

I recall. But he w~ ssed over to the People s 
'-mImICllIl' who had volundtar~~ cf~r permission to remam m .. and then ha as 
Viet~;~ given that permission. rwood came out, so we 
ag'!UTH. But t;.vo poWints~~!: ~: was there and so thr 

AmerIcan. e t Secondly on the mor 1-
was an of him being correc . . ht on a'lot of the stuff we also know that he was rIg 

remains. 

That's correct. . t the deposition we had I~~~~~~ Thirdly, you-accordl!,~ 0 he indicated that he 
ia 'd 't the mortiCian, d th t ou almost ""': I, 9 I think he said, an a y __ 
-nlew.!(j with you m 198 , . ed in sporadic contact .. 
.... He and I have remrun rsation you agam re-
: Drl>'lrA1-..... And he ag!,in, in

d 
tfh'\ c~h::e were two additional 

you believed him an a 

question about that. I be­There was never any 
UE.mn,~: valid live sighting report 

Well then, we have a -behinds remains to be 
::>t.llrn"·ol't·?" Whethe.r they f~e :;almd them, b~t if they are 
has to be established a r h sta ing behmd. 

~~~~~;t;h~e question is ;-vhy ake t '~~ne ~tep beyond what I've 
!r No sir, you ve ta he~ he has seen and what he hi:" 

accurately reported w ~ be held accountable for is \ e 
one thing tha~ he can~o that these other two gent e-of the hearsay mforma Ion . 

Americans. d'd t see the other two? You are saymg SMITH. So he I ?no 

not see the °Nther.tw~hat's not what I. said. ~\ sa:,,;%id 
DESTATTE. 0 Sir, veral occasIOns an e h f 
He saw three people 01 ":ach were Americans and 1at. ~ "ot~er.; that these three peop e to the People's Army 0 ~_ 

had voluntarily crossed ~lVe; Vietnam, and each had n each had asked to reman! m m 
.. to remain in V,etna . fi ed that one of those ~:!"':~b~equently l~arned be~oG~~ood. We have not sub­

in fact, was ahn t A mth~I~~h~rR~wo gentlemen were Amr::::~' 
"IUElntlly proven tat were AmerIcans. . ' 
... to believe the other wo ociated with give m­

na,pp",,, people with whom he w:'e asrn my mind I can see 
1IOI'te<:t on that. I can see no-I can 


