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T ~noie Jazob Javits
tiawew wtates Senate
Wazhington 25, D. C.

My dear Scnator Javits:

Tt is difficult to know How to begin this letter, or wWrether or
not it can 4o any good.

i ilew York, &
Wrs. William Mackey of 141 Mooney Avenue, Syrecuse, fiew 2ore, &
fricnd ond co-worker of mine, told de of an anfdegzo“”acf Qagff :
to o friend of hers just recently, Her friend ‘fL“‘°','%'9‘ uge
of Syracuse, New York, who is aware that this letter 15 being writ

Nrs. Pluradore
irstof all, we will give you a short backgrcund of Nrs. ! ado
iirs. ?lumadére:is a widow. Her only son, Xenneth Plumpdore, ﬂ?aﬁ
ilied in Viet Mam on or about September 21, 1$67. Upon %earfznﬁ
{ ner son's death, Mrs. Plumadore suffered a severe neart atiacd.

E et ]

o]

{ ze Star
On “ay 30, 1968 Kenneth Plumadore was awarded the Bron:e T
coséhﬂmguély; and it was on this date thst hls motner {inally war
able to accept the fact that her son wzs deed.

Durirs the week of July i5, 1968, Hrz. lumaderﬁ xa&: Lo the ?h?QE
2iverz Inn, which i just cutside ol Syracuse, Javw -9;5. T :?.
fazzuring Mr. Peter Hurkes. Mr. ilurkos is, suppozsadly, an expert

in 2xtrasansory perceptlon.

oo - A o2
“rs. Plumadore was on the stage witz Kr. Hurkos, anc zave him &
éic:ure ol her son,pface down. Nr. Zurkos identified the picturs
az aer son, and told her that sne thought her son.was cead.

fie then told Mr3s. Plumadore the lnjuries her scn repafvg;: w;;ih _
ware chest, shoulder and ieg wounds. He ;exd her that nis tuddien
Left nim in the belief that ne blec to death.

ur. Hurkos described to Mrs. Plumedorsa a ring that ner son was

wearing, 8 ring that she had given to him just vefore he went incc
the Xarine Corps.

He told her that her son had called out to a person named JohnTtpa
;e nzd been hit, and asked-mid’ to help, and that this person (Jonn
would be able to tell her that.

Then iir. Hurkos proceeded to tell Mrs. Plumadore that her sor was
zlive. He sald that hls buddles left him for dead, but that ne was
not dend. He told ner that his body was fourd by the Chinese, taic
ta China, and that he yas in a prlson camp there.

(CON'T.)
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lir. Hurkos sald that he could see Kennecth Plumadcre waiking witn
ircn shackles cn his hands_and feet in the prison camp In China.

#rs. Plumodore was, urnderstandably, snaken.

ifler the show, Mrs. Plumadore mode arn appolntmen: :s nave z

private rcnding, and this was scheduled for July 22, 1968. The
private readings are for one-hilr hour, and the cost 1s 550.00.

On July 19, 1968 Mrs. Plumedore called her Congressman,
Representative James Hanley. He went to her home and talked with

her, and told her that he would check on Mr. Hurkos, 2nd make
cvery effort to find out the truth.

On July 22, 1948 Mrs. Plumaldore

n: her daughter, patr
private reading, as she wa

3 somewhnt: fearful o going h

a
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At cthe arivate reading, ¥r. ilurko:s reiterated thst Kennesh Plumcdora
w3z alive, and a prisoner in & Chinese.prizon camp.
de realize tnat Representative Hanley will do all he can, and we

are Writing to you, as well as to several others, 1n hopes that
Jetter results can be obtalned,

fhat.ie 2xpaet to galn by this letier ig ar investiigation inco
ir. durkes' statements, because we fesl that this is : dremdful
2xperience for any person to undergo.

“¢_do understand the implications of any Anericen

i servicansn balng
feld prisoner in China, and the consequence of

saze.
Also, would vou kindly infopm usolf there is anyin:

o= . n3 that we, as
private American cltizens, can do in e situstlon of

this iype.
Thanking vou ln advance fo» anything you may be able to do, we rsmai

Very truly yours,

u:?z/%d
(Miss) WI AED A. XEOGAM

and
ETTA MACKEY
Mrs, William Hackey

Also, in passirg, we would like to lnform You that neithar

Zenretn Plumadore's body, mor his personal effects, were
aver recovered.
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Congress of the Tnited Hiates
House of Representatibes
Waspingtsn, B.C. 20515

Aupust 20, 196E

‘re. aazel Plumagore
. é4 Mayar Strect
cvarer, New York, 13208

Lzar Mrs. Plunodore:

In the temporary absence from this office of The
(cngressman during the recess of the Congress, I am takinz
the liberty of sending you the enclosed report.

In view of your unsettling experience with Mr. Peter
rertos, I requested the Marine Corps ileadquarters to check
211 avaiiable srisoner of war lists and as you can see your
cor's name was never listed.

I hope that +this repcrt will help to coenfirm the
situation and will help to alleviate your doubts and anxieties
&3 & result of your conversation with Mr. Herhes.

If there is any furtner manner i which this office may
2 relpful to you, do let us know.

with warmest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,
R I RV TRIT S c.:'

John F. Mahoney
Adminisirative Assistant

Ml

_helcsure
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£ Pire be . Yegtila and DNA-mlg
Dug to the: of £ betwesn hostile amd” - . .
frisndly tmmth?#?vnm during that ebcountsr, it MOrtally Wounded 2 By hLlssasuntless -courage;
was detarmined that several remaing were consumed by the initiative and ‘selfless efforts in behalf of his
= | Selioy Mectoe Linos Corzorsl Flmelors pemret
}m&gui o' Waring . (orpe 2nd the
- Unitvad Btates N iiervice 1 fis igallantly fave
his T £aTHAE HUBVASACEY.:
on. 243Apri1 1068, EHaTANove tedal and ‘aitaticn vers for.
. wardsd:to the Diregtor, lst Narine: Corps.District in
Nev York for presentatich“ab an appropriate’ ceremony,
to Mrs. Pluiadore.
Information received at’this Headquartacs confirms that ail
of lance Corporal Plumadore’s perscnal-effects; which were
located in.Vietham or stored on Okinawa; wers shipped to . .
Nrs. Plumadors and recsipted for by hex, on 4 Jamiary 1968, .
The - above iaformation has also been providsd the Honorable
James M. Hanley in response to his letter of 22 July 1968.
Your interest in matters pertaining:to:Marine Corpa parson:
nel is appreciated and X trust:that the foregoing.infdr- .
mation will be.of assistance to’yod, ' T
avarded Lance Corporal Flumadore the Bronse Star Nedal
with combat *v* for his heroic achievemsat during the
encounter that took his life,  The citstion resds as LAWRENCE F
follovs: . S LA . SNODDY, Irw
. . . - niel Colonel, U.S5. Marine Corps
syor haroic achievensnt whils serving as a = Assistant Director of Persomnal
man with Conpany ¥, Second talion, Fourth Nazines,
hird Marine Division{Reinforoed); in the Republic
of Vietoam on nxhr 1967, Lance Corpocal
Plusadiore was & of a squad oopdusting a sweep
shen a barrage of devastating fire was deliversd
upom the mcptctln:“ lllrlm , any R
casualties, ITmmediately
for his u;m.ho v‘nt - mmmw
the wormds of his squad leader, he » .
under the hail of deadly enmmy fire, aid ‘other -
wounded Marines, until he was hit by enewy firs and
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

INSPECTORINSTRUCTOR STAFF
COMPANY B (REIN}
BTH TANK BATTALION, FMP. USMCR
MARINE CORPS RESERVE TRAINING CENTER
£.0. BOX 34, EAST MOLLOY & TOWNLINE ROAD 4 RERLY REFER TO;
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13311 3040

ADMTN
26 Feb 1986

Frex. Inspector=Insiructor
"as Commandant of the Marige Corpe {Code MAP-10), Headquarters, U.S.
Marige Corps, Wasbington, D. C. 20380

Subj: LANCE CORPORAL PLUMADORE, KERNETH L. SERF 2256131/0311 USMC; CASUALTY
ASSISTANCE COF NEXT OF KN QF URACCOUNTED FOR MARTNE CASE QF

Ref: (a) CMC ltr MHP-10-3 gwer 30L0 dtd 15Jand6

feel: (1) CACO Pact Sheet
(2) Cptiocnal Disclosure Form signed by Miss Fatricia Plumadore

1. In accordapce with the reference, the unit's casualty assistance officer con-
-acted and visited Mias Patricia Plumadore the sister of Lance Corporal PLUMADCRE.
She confirmed the informaticn stated on the fact sheet (enclosure (1)) wnd infcrmed
this officer that her mother Mrs. Hazel Plumndore lived at that address but vas
zurrently in poor health and being hospitalized. Miss Flumadore also at that time
filled the Optional Disclosure Form (enclosure (2)), Ebe also vas given a copy

of e DD Form 1300 of her brother. Tha MIA booklet and change of address

card vas alsc left vith her.

2. Point of contact for this unit is Captain D. W. CARLSON commercial (315)
45L=95TT.
D. ¥. GARLSOR

Cepy -e: lat MCD, Garden Clity, LI, NY Casualty Sectlon
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L.5. NAVAL ACADEMY ALUMN{ ASSOCIATION
ALUMNI HOUSE. ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21402.5063

3 April 1991

*

JAMES W. HAMMOMD. IR,
CONEL USNC MM
OINECTOR OF PUSLICATIC ™S
1301} M-nagy

Dear Miss Plumadore,

Your letter was waiting for me at home when we returned
from Camp Pendleton, California. We had bean out there
visiting cur daughter-in-law and grandson. My son is "out
of town."” He is a captain of Marines. His brother is a
Pilot in the Far East.

I ask your indulgence in my typing this. It is not
be;agse I am toe lazy to write but rather that my hand-
Writing is not the -asiest to read and I find I type much
better than I write,

_ I have 2nclosed two items which will give you some
fe2ling for what occurred on 21 September 1967 and on
ocner days as well. I sense that veu weuld like to know
ol same of vour brether-'s experiances. Since I had
alacst 1,000 Marine iz the batvalion, I did not know

all eof them. I did not know your brother. I did not know
LCpl..aarker although his older brother and I had been
Captains together.

1 am disturbed by vour statement that your brother's
dody was not recovered. To my knowledge all dead were
recovered when we subsequently returned to the enemy
Position. I am going to try to contact the Company F
Commander who I last heard of in Quantico and one of .
the lieutenants in the Company who my son told me was in
Camp Pendleton at the beginning of the year. When I do
I will be in contact with you again.

This isApretty skimpyv informaticn but I wanted to get
my recly off to ysu as guickly as poesible inasmuch as
1t was delayed by mv being away when it arrived.

t may kte extremely belated to cffer my deepest

Sympathy and sorrow at you loss but believe me it is
sincere.

Sincerfhyf

James *U Kammond s Jr.
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Congress of the Wnited States
Pouse of Representatives
Raspington, BDE 20515

July 11, 1991

Ms. Pat Plumadore
616 Plymouth Dr.
Syracuse, New York 13206

Dear Ms. Plumadors,

I have just been notified by Capt. Scarboro, Congressicnal
Liaison for the United Statas Marine Corps, that they are
investigating the official status of your brother’s casualty
listing. They will hotify me of the results when completad.

I will contact you as scon as T recsive information. In the
maantima, if you have any queations pleass contact ny diatrict
director, John McGuire, at tal. 423-5657.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

TLM

mes T. Walsh
mbar of Congress
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADCUARTERS UMITED STATES MARE CORPS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2030-0001

The Honorable James T. Walsh
Menbar, United States Bouse of
Repregentatjives .

P.O. Box 7306

Syracuse, NY 13161-7306

Attentiom: John McGuirs
Dear Mr, Walsh:

This responds further to your letter of Juna 20, 1981, concerning
the late Lance Corporal Kenneth L. Plumadore, U.S. Marine Corps.

Lance Corporal Plunadore wes naver listed as aissing in action.
HEis official status is, and bas besn, xilled ia action/body not
recoversd. The symbol after his nams on the Vietnam Vatscans
Memorial indicates that Lanca Corporal Plumadore's remains wers
never racovarsd, but his death was confirmmd.

Lance Corporal Plumadore's death occurred on September 21, 1967,
in the vicinity of Qang *ri Province, Republic of Vietnan, vhen
he sustained gunahot wounds to the chest as the result of rifle
fire vhile engaged in actjon against hostile forces. During a
search and destroy mission, Lance Corpural Plumadors's unit came
under intense rifle and meortar fire froa a numer ically supecior
force and suffered heavy casumities. The umit withdrew from the
conflict, and a number of desd and wounded wers removed by avajil-
able personnel. Ragrettably, Lance Corporal Flumadore's remains
ware not among those recoversd, nor wvers they among remains later
recovered from the area. Due to the beavy exchange of fire
betwaen hostile and friendly forces, it was determined that the
remains of several Marines bad beer consumed: by actillery and air
supporting weapons firas, and that further recovery afforts would
have proven fruitless.

Lance Corporal Plumadore's sister, Patricia, was notifisd of his
death and that his remains had not bean recoverad by telagram on
Septenber 27, 1967. Eis mother raceived pezacnal notification by
a Marina Corps representative, followed by a tslegras.

As a matter of information, the President posthumcusly awarded
Lance Corporal Plumadors the Bronie Star Medal with combst *V*
for his heroic achievement during the sncountsr that took his
lite.
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I regret & more favorable reply cannot be provided, and hope this

informztion will be of assistance to you.
Sincerely,

L. E. WOOD

Head, Special Correspondencas
Nanpover and Reserve Affairs
Depar tmant

By direction of the Commandant
of the Marine Corps
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380-0001

Miss Patricia Plumadors
616§ Plymouth Drive
Syracuse, NY 13206

Dear Miss Plumadors:

In keaping with the 0.5, Government pelicy of passing on to the
naxt of kin of mimsing or unaccounted for servicemsn

information received, tha attached information regarding your
Brother, the late Lance Corporal Kennath L. Plumadore, U.S. Marine
Corps le provided. We will keep you informed of any actions
rasulting from this information.

If you have any questions regarding this material, Please contact
Gunnery Sergeant Ernasto Bent of Haadquarters, U.5. Marine Corps
at (703) &96-2069.

Sincerely,

/CLBM

K. L. BAKER

Captain, U.S. Marina Corps
Administrative Otticer

Casualty Section

Parsonal Affairs Branch

Buman Resources Division

By direction of

the Commandant of the Marina Corps

Encl:
(1) JCRC raport of February 1992
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JOINT TASK FORCE FULL ACCOUNTING

NAS BARBERS POINT, HAWAII 96862 . ,oo0 o oo

NARBATIVE

ON 21 SEPTEMBER 1967, LANCE CORPORAL KENNETH L. PLUMADORE,
COMPANY F, 2D BATTALION, 4TH MARINE REGIMENT, JRD MARINE
DIVISION, WAS WOUNDED OURING COMBAT WITH PEOPLES ARMY OF VIETNAM
FORCES IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YD113699,
APPROXIMATELY 14 iILDHITERS NORTHWEST OF DONG HA, QUANG TRI
PROVINCE. DUE TO THE INTENSE HOSTILE FIRE, HIS UNIT WAS FORCED
TC HITHDRAW LEAVING LANCE CORPORAL PLUMADORE AND FOURTEEN OTHER
SOLDIERS BEHIND. ON 10 OCTOBER 1967, THE AMERICAN FORCES
RETURNED TO THE BATTLE AREA AND RECOVERED THE REMAINS OF 14
INDIVIDUALS. AMERICAN FORCES LEARNED THAT PAVN FORCES CAFTURED
THE 15TH INDIVIDUAL AND TDOK HIM AWAY IN THE DIRECTION OF VINH
LINH. ON 1% APRIL 1986, VIETNAM RETURNED TﬂE REMAINS OF A PERSON
PURPORTEDLY CAPTURED DURING THE SAME ENGAGEMENT IN WHICH LANCE
CORPORAL PLUMADORE WAS LOST. HOWEVER, THE REMAINS WERE NOT THOSE
CF LANCE CORPORAL, PLUMADORE.

FERTINENT DATA ARE AS 1OLLOWS:
NAME: PLUMADORE, KENNETH LEO
RANK: LANCE CORPORAL, U.S. MARINE CORPS
DATE OF BIRTH: 28 JANUARY 1949
RACE: CAUCASIAN
LEIGHT: 1.85 METERS
WEICHT: 80.2 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BROWN

EYES: HAZEL
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAYY
HEADQUARTERS UMITED STATES MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 203800001

The Honorakle James T. Walsgh

Member, United States Housa of

Represantatives AUG 2 4 1992
P.0. Box 7306

Syracuse, NY 13261~-7306

Attention: John McGuire
Dear Mr. Walsh:

Tiiie Jespuids ful Lhes Lo yow jateer ol wuly &, 1592, to Sanciel
C. E. Mundy, Jr., concerning the late Lance Corporal Kennath L.
Plumadore, U.S, Marine Corps. I am answering on bahalf of General
Mundy,

No evidence exists in Lance Corporal Plumadore’s Marine Corps
casualty file to suggest that hia death did not cccur on Septamber
21, 1967, on tha battlefield near Con Thian, Republic of Vietnam,
Lance Corporal Plumadore was never listed as missing in action.
His official status was, and is, killed in action (KIA)/body not
recovered (BNR).

On September 21, 1967, Lance Corporal Plumadore was serving with
Company F, 2d Battalion, 4th Marines. During a search and dastroy
mission near Con Thien, the battalion suffered heavy casualtiss
when it came under intense mortar, small arms, and heavy machine-
gun fire. In the early stages of this attack, Lance Corporal
Plumadore received a mortal "through and through® chest wound at
extremaly closs rangs. The intensity of the battle forced the
battalion to withdrav from the conflict. During the withdrawal,

a number of dead and wounded ware removed from the araa, but Lanca
Corporal Plumadore’s remaine were not among thoss recoversd. He
wac ona of 15 KIAs left behind. Subsequently, U.S. mortar,
artillery, and alr ctrikes wera ge2lled in on the ensmy positien.

On October 10, 1967, the battalion mounted an opsration to rscover
its dead from the battlefield, Of the 15 Marines left behind,
only 14 sets of remains were recovared. Though all wers seversly.
nutilated or dismembered, 12 of the remains vere immediataly
identifiable, whila the othar two vers problematic. MNeither,
however, proved to be those of Lance Corporal Plumadore, and it
was thus concluded that his remaine had basn consumed by expleding
ordnance on the battlefield. His status was appropriately listed
as KIA/BNR, and his family was sc notified.

The first indication that someona may have survived that battle
did not occur until April 10, 1986, when the Socialist Republic of
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Vietnam (SRV) returned a set of remains toc U.S, control. The SRV
indicated that the deceased had been captured near Con Thian on
September 21, 1967, and had expired in a fiaeld hospital on
September 27, 1%67. Aftar investigating the matter, the Dafenss
Intelligence Agency (DIA) concluded that a U.S8. serviceman
probably had been captured near Con Thien on September 21, 1967,
had been zoved out of the area, and died a faw days later in an
enamy hospital.

The Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii {CILHI) also
conducted an investigation. To date, the CILHI has not identified
the repatriated remains, but it has determined that they are not
tuose of Lance Corporal Pluwadoire. The resains are thoss of a
shorter, older individual, and the teeth did not match.

Unfortunately, the Marine Corps did not inform Lance Corporal
Plumadora’s family of the foregoing, nor did we document this
development in his records. This was not in keeping with our
policy of providing all matarial information concerning KIAs to
the next of kin, and I regret tha difficulties the Plumadores have
experienced as a result of our error.

Questions remain concarning the historical information concerning
the battle in which Lance Corporal Plumadore was killed and the
subsequent recovery effort. Clearly, the battalion was not aware
that an individual had purportadly survived and bean captured by
the enemy vhen the command chronologies wers written. In thosa
chronologies, total KIAs included BNRe. The historical account of
the recovery effort is based on the comments of the battalion
comnander, and it is his opinion that all remains wvere recovered.
While it is most certainly Marine Corps policy to recover our
dead, the battalion commander’s knowladge of the recovery affort
may not he first hand, and it is not consistent with the SRV’s
account of the repatriated remains.

in 1271, the Joint Tasi: Force-Pull Accounting (JTF-FA) created
documents for use in negotiating with the SRV. Thase documents,
or narratives, were the U.S. Government’s "currant focus" casas,
or thosa the Government believes the SRV should have sone
knovledge of. Lance Corporal Plumadore’s case wes one of more
than 40 Marine Corps cases that mat the criteria of a "current
focus® case. The narratives concerning thase cases vera supposad
to contain factual historical data only, which had already been
provided to the families of the individuals. This was not true in
tha case of Lance Corporal Plumadors. Some of the information
pertaining to him was erroneous, and some had not previously been
provided to his family.
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The JTF-FA delivered coples of the narratives to the Casualty
Section of this Headquarters, requesting that we forward them to
the concerned fanily members. Regrettably, because of the urgency
of the delivery requirement and tha voluma of information, the
details of sach case were not confirmed. Ms. Patricia Plumadore
recaived a copy of thae JTF-FA report with our letter of May 28,
1992. This was her first indication that someone may have
survived the battle in which har brothar was reportedly killed. I
truly ragret the renewved grief Ms. Plumadore has experiencad ag a
result of this information.

On June 10, 1592, Ms. Plumadore telephoned our Casualty Section
and cpoxae wWith Captain Brizn Bokman, -who agreed to txy :to find
answers to her many questions. He has maintained contact with her
by telephone and in person at the Naticnal League of Familias
Conference held in Washington, D¢, from July 23 through 27, 1992.
On Ms. Plumadore’s behalf, Captain Bohman reviewed DIA, JTF-FA,
and CILHI files, as well as other available data concerning Lance
Corporal Plumadors, and provided her with the results of his
research. During Ms. Plumadore’s visit to Washington, she
reviewed her brothar’s records and other pertinent unclassifiaed
data, and expressad satisfaction with the Marine Corps afforts to
respond to her concerns. Captain Bohman remains ready to asaist
Ms. Plumadore should she have any additional questions or require
further assistance.

Your concern on behalf of Ms. Plumadore le appreclated. I trust
this information will be of assistance to you.

Sincerely,

W8 e

M. T. COOPER
Lieutanant General
U.5. Marine Co~ps
Deputy Chief of Staff
for Manpowar and
Reserve Affairs



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UMTED BTATES Al CESTIAL IDENTIFICA FION LABORATOSYY. HARAE
FORT KAMEHAMENA. BLDD o
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TAPC-PED-H (600-8-1m} 29 October 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR Head, Personal Affsira Branch, Headquartars,
United States Marine Corps, Washington, DC
20380

SUBJECT: <Questions Posed by tha Family of the late Lance
Corperal Kenneth L. Plumadora

L. I regret the delay in responding to your lettar 1040,
HHP-10, dated Jul 30, 1992, which posed questicns by the family
of the late Lapce Corpeoral Kenneth L. Plumadore. We have baen
attempting to acguire all the antemortea and mortuary records
for the 14 Marines who ware killed in the Con Thien incident and
<hose remains were subsequently recovered. The records of two
of those 14 are incomplete, and thus far our efforts to locats
additional records for them hava bsen unsuccessful. When
additional records are found, we will provide updated comments
as warranted.

2. The records we maintain for L/Cpl Plumadore as wall as tha
Morruary fileg for his 14 fellow marines vere reviewed by my
sclentific staff in the context of providing answers to those
questions., The files contain only s few documents, and
therefore some answers canhot be more speciffc than providaed
herewith.

J. Question a: What methods were used to identify the 14 sets
of remains recovered im the Con Thian incident?

Answer a: Examination of the mortuary records indicates
that the remains were identifled by eithar comparing the
available antemortem dental records and radlographs witn
postmortem findings of .the Zentition and/or comparing antamortem
pnysical characteristics with postmortem physical
Tharacteristics and/or skeletal apalysis.

Question b: What was the condition of each set of remains?
(decompesed, badly decomposed, skaletal. etc.)

Answer b: The files indicate that the remains were
skelertal.

Question c: How badly traumatized was each set of remains?

Answer c: Since the remains were skeletal, it is not
rcssible to determine the true extent of saoft tissua trauma.
The records of five of the remaing indicate bone fractures were
okserved., The death certificates prepared at the time indicate
all had died from enemy fire.

TAPC-PED-H (600-8-1m) 29 October 1992
SUBJECT; Questions Posad by the Family of the late Lane
Corporal Kenneth L. Plumadore

Question d: What, in your opinion, is the likelihood that
remains were commingled?

Answer d. Only one file documents commingling; that being
the distal (lower)} ends of two lower leg bones.

Question e: How complete was each set of remains?

Answer e. Ten of the remalns were relativaly complate
(75-100% present); one remains was one-half or less completa;
one was only approximately 25% complete; two of filas did not
contain any documentation pertaining to the degree of
completeness.

Question f: Basaed on current scienca, what is your opinion
of the process used to identify the 14 sets of remainsg?

Answer f. Techniques used by the mortuary were those in
common usage in the forensic community at that time. A new
technique, mitechondrial DNA analysis, which was used in
developmental stages during Desert Storm and now in limited
cases by CILHI, was not available during the Vietnam War era.

Questlon g: In your opinion, is it lilkely that a mistake
was made in the ldentiflcation process.

Answer g. Nothing was detected during the examination of
the available flles to suggest a mistake was made in the
identification process. Wwhen additional records are receivead,
we will carefully review them from thls aspect,

uQZcJM

JOHNIE E. WEBB, JR.
LTC, QM
Commanding
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTEAS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380-0001

Miss Patricia Plumadore
616 Plymouth Drive
Syracuse, NY 13206

Dear Miss Plumadore,

This laetter is to inform you, as the primary next of kin, or
actions taken by the Department of Defense to account for your
missing brother, LCpl Kenneth L. Plumadore, OSMC, a pricrity case
for investigation over many years, but particularly since 1988.

As you may know, General John W. Vassay, Jr. has focused
extensively on obtaining answers to questions about Americans
believed to be or last know to be in captivity or alive in close
proximity to heatile forces.

Significant effort has been made to obtain greatar
cooparation from Vietnamese and Laoc officials to obtain
convincing evidence about the fate of thesa miasing Americans.
These cases, referred to as last knowv alive (LFA} discrepancy
casee, numbered 196 prior to March 1992.

Joint Task Force-Full Accounting (JTF~FA) and other agencies
within the Department of Defense undertook an intensified program
of field activities to aggressively pursues resoclution of the
discrevancy cases with the Vietnamese. EPEvidence to confirm death
on 61 of the LKA discrepancy cases was obtained prior teo tha
March 1992 Solomon delegation to Vietnam, reducing the number of
LKA discrepancies to 135.

With the initial investigations of the 135 cases completed in
January of this year, JTF-FA and the Defense Intell igence
Agency's (DIA) Special Office for POW/MIA Affairs convened to
assess the evidence obtained during the investigations. As a
result of their joint assessment, they recommended that there
were convincing evidence that death had occurrsd in 43 of the 135
remaining cases.

A policy-level Defensa Department reviaw of the JTF~-FA/DIA
assessments was then conducted. This second review concurred
with the JTF~FA/DIA recommendations on the 43 cases. On April
19, 1993, General Vessey returned toc Vietnam at the request of
President Clinton and informed senior Vietnamese officials that
further investigation was required in the remaining 92 LKA
discrepancy cagses. He alsc informed them of the need to
repatriate the remains of the 104 Americans for whom death has
Leen confirmed, but whose remains have not bean recovared, or to
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provide convincing evidence that their remains vere
uhrecoverable.

In the 92 remaining LKA discrepancy cases, addition efforts
are required, as they are on all of tha other missing Americans.
These 92 casas, howevar, will bes pursuaed as the focus of a new
snall team concept, the Priority Cass Investigation Team (PCIT),
agread to by the Viethamese as a result of Ganearal Vessey's April
mesting. The PCIT will be comprised of Americans representing
JIP-FA and DIA and Vietnamase representatives from tha Viatnamese
Office for Seaking Missing Persons. This Joint team will pursue
the 52 cases,continuocusiy via archival resaarch, vitness
interviews, and other investiqative meth - If axcavation of a
grave site is necessary, it will be undartaken during regularly
scheduled joint field activities.

The case of your brother is ons of the 9z ramaining priority
LEA discrepancy cases to be investigated by the PCIT. Tha PCIT
was formed to focus a full time priority effort on thess cases in
Vietnam. The other 104 of tha original 196 cases, as are all
other cases of unaccounted for Amaricans, are still open with
hopes that further information concerning the whersabouts of aach
individual's remains will bacome available through joint field
activity, archival research, or witness intervisv. We will
ansure that you are informed of developments as they occur.

The United States Covernment position on all missing
Americans is that no case is closed until we have found and
returned the wissing American alive, received and identified his
ramains, or obtained convincing evidence as to why neithar of the
first two conditions is possible. This is the official United
States Government definition of accountability. It is one we
believa should be reassuring to all famnily mambers.

Toward that end, we will continue our efforts as a matter of
highest national priority until our sharsd goal is achiaved.

Sincerely,

D. ¥ GRECO

Major, U.S. Marines Corps

Head, Casualty Section
Parsonal Affairs Branch

Human Resources Division

By direction of the

Commandant of the Marins Corps
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADGUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380-000t

Miss Patricia Plumadore
616 Plymouth Drive
Syracuse, NY 13206

Dear Miss Plumadore:

The sncloced report is a copY of information concerning your
brothar, LCpl Kenneth L. Plumadore, U.S. Marine Corps, that has
been provided to the Vistnamesas government: .,

The information is passed to the Vietnamese government in
preparation for future investigations. This will allow them to
assist in the investigation by lecating wvitnessas, arranging
permission from local village chisfs to visit sites, etc.

The Marine Corps ism not notified of the date of the planned
investigation, Thaere ars many factors which may necessitate
rescheduling, such as veather, local political climate, equipment
availability, ete.

Oonce the inveatigation has bean dons, wa vill receive a report of
the findings to be provided to ¥You as Primary Next of Kin.

Please be assured that when the report is received, it will be
forwarded to you immediately.

If you have any questions, please fael free to contact us. An
envelope is provided for Your convenienca.

Sinceraly,
& tdon

A. HAMMERS

Assistant Head

Casualty Sectien

Personal Affairs Branch

Human Rescurces Division

By diraction of the
Commandant of the Marine Corps
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAR 96861-5025

CASE 0839~0-g;
NARRATIVE _

ON 21 SEPTEMBER 1967, LANCE CORPORAL KENNETH L. PT-UHA.DOR:,
COMPANY F, 2D BATTALION, 4TH MARINE REGIMENT, 3RD MARINE
DIVISION, WAS WOUNDED DURING COMBAT WITH PEOPLES ARMY OF VIETNAM
FORCES IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YD132699,
APPROXIMATELY 14 KILOMETERS HORTHWEST OF DONG HA, QUANG TRI
PROVINCE. DUE TO THE INTENSE HOSTILE FIRE, HIS UNIT ;IIAS FORCED
TC WITHDRAW LEAVING LANCE CORPORAL PLUMADORE AND FOURTEEN OTHER
SOLDIERS BEHIND. ON 10 CCTOBER 1%67, THE AMERICAN FORCES
RETURNED TO THE BATTLE AREA AND RECOVERED THE REMAINS OF 14
INDIVIDUALS. AMERICAN FORCES LEARNED THAT PAVN FORCES CAPTURED
THE 15TH INDIVIDUAL AND TOOK HIM AWAY IN THE DIRECTION OF VINR
LINH.

ON 1% APRIL 19€6, VIETNAM RETURNED THE REMAINS OF A PERSON
PURPORTEDLY CAPTURED DURING THE SAME ENGAGEMENT IN WHICH LANCE
CORPORAL PLUMADORE WAS LOST, HOWEVER, THE REMAINS WERE NOT THOSE
OF LANCE CORPORAL PLUMADORE.

DURIRG JUNE AND JULY 1952, A JOINT TEAM INVESTIGATED THIS CASE
IN GIO LINH DISTRICT, QUANG TRI PROVINCE. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED
THREE WITNESSES. THE FIRST WITHESS PROVIDED HEARSAY INFORMATION
CONCERNING THE BURIAL OF AN AMERICAN WHO DIED FROM AN ATTACK BY A
U.S. AIRCRAFT SUBSEQUENT TC HIS CAPTURE. THE WITNESS WAS UNABLE
TO PROVIDE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING THE AMERICAN OR
THOSE WHC PARTICIPATED IN HIS ALLEGED BURIAL. THE TEAM WAS
UNMABLE TO SURVEY THE LOCATION INDICATED BY THE WITNESS DUE TO THE
PRESENCE OF UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE.

hlldhlﬂld-bdlh“lhn.n
hh-’-lu-nnua-n--au..u
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CASE 0839-0-01

THE TEAM ALSO INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES FURNISHED INFORMATION

ABOUT THE DEATH OF 14 AMERICANS AND THE CAPTURE OF AN ADDITIONAL

AMERICAN DURING A BATTLE IN 1966. ONE WITNESS REPORTED ME AND

THO OTHERS WERE EVACUATING THE WOUNDED AMERICAN WHEN THEY CAME

UNDER ATTACK BY U.S. AIRCRAFT. THEY PLACED HIM IN A CULVERT AND

TOLD HIM TO HIDE UNTIL THEY RETURNED. WHEN THEY RETURNED, THEY

SAW THE CULVERT HAD SUSTAINED A DIRECT HIT AND WAS COMPLETELY

DESTROYED. THE WITNESS BELIEVED THE AMERICAN HAD BEEN KILLED

DURING THE AIR STRIKE WHEN THE CULVERT WAS DESTROYED. THE OTHER

WITNESS LAST SAW THE WOUNDED AMERICAN BEING LED AWAY TO THE

HEADQUARTERS OF THE K8 UNIT. THE TEAM SURVEYED THE SITE WHERE

THE AMERICAN ALLEGEDLY PERISHED BUT FOUND NO REMAINS. THE TEAM
ALS0 VISITED THE INCIDENT LOCATION AND SAW NO SIGNS OF A FORMER

MILITARY BASE OR THE BATTLE THAT ONCE OCCURRED AT THIS LOCATION.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: PLUMADORE, KENNWETH LEO
RANX: LANCE COPPORAL, U.S. MARINE CORPS
DATE OF BIRTH: 28 JANUARY 1943
RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.85 METERS
WEIGHT: 0.2 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BROWN

EYES: HAZEL
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HEADGUARTERS UMTED STATES uafistel CORPS
2 MAVY
WARMBGTON, DC 20386-17TTR

Miss Patricia Plumadore
616 Plymouth Dr.
Syracuse, NY 13206

Dear Miss Plumadore,

Per our telephane conve:satior of last waak, enclased is a copy
of the response from the Central Identification Lab in Hawail in
reply to questions you posed to Mr. Ross, DPMO.

We have alse inquired from the Joint Task Force - Full Accaunting
{(JTFFA) as to whethar thare ara any 1993 deocuments in Lance
Corporal Kenneth L. Plumadore's case. They reviewed the case and
informed us that the only 1993 document is tha narrative
previously sent to you.

A thorough review of your brothar's records, hald here at the
casualty Sectian, has been completed. A copy of the 1986 latter
from us to the I-I Staff in Syracuse was pot found. We contacted
the I-I Staff in Syracuse and they do not have a copy either. Wa
do, however, have a copy of their response to that letter. Based
on the contents of that response, W8 have determined that the
letter in question tasked the I-I Staff with the responsibility
of acting as Casualty Assistance Officer (CACO) for Lance
Corporal Plumadore.

we regret that we are unabla to provide you with the document you
requested. In the event we are able to lacate it, please be
assured vou wiil be provided as copy immediately.

sircarely,

C;; /‘A{f&d&&ﬁif/

A. HAMMERS

assistant Head

Ccasualty Saction

Parsonal Affairs Branch

Human Reaources Divisiaon

By direction of the
commandant of the Marine Corps
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAIL 96861-5025 -

- dquartears
H ant of the Marine Corps (MHP-10), Hea
for g?:?a:grino Corps, 2 Navy Annax, Washington, DC 20180-1775

Subj: NOK REQUEST FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING REFNO 0819-0-01

- 26 oct 93
Ref: [a) MC ltr 1040 MHP-10 of
(b) USDAOQ BANGKOK 101018Z AUG 92

Encl: (1) CITFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 20073542 JUL 92

ided for relsasa to
1. Par referance (a), enclosura (1) is prov r
the next of kin of Kel:meth L. Plumadore (REFNO 0819-0-01).

ield

. arence (b) reportaed that during the 18th Joint F

:ctiszgyf two éi%nesgol claimed to have discovered Am.rig:n
remains, which they found vhile digging on thai; cnop-r:d_;;a7
farm. Each claimed to have discovered tha remains in a tlllod'
Along with the remains, they found two ammunition boxes 1le
with miscellaneous personal belongings, including an unopa:  he
letter. The remajns and ammunition hoxes wers turned ovar

district police.

3. op 6 J tha fleld taam was taku:dt:hth- V:zﬂ.Ltzgn .
i i Police Station, where.they rscover & rel

E::gﬁéﬁ:y grave sita and axamined the contants of the ammunition

boxes. Tha remains ware later determined to ba of a nntl

Mongoloid, and were left in Vietnam. The JTF=-FA fiald taam

retained the ammunition boxes, including thae letter.

i d to ba a
. ~-FA analysis revealed that thn.logtgr appaare
:oligZFroport listing information on individuals assocliated with
various political organizations and that it had no connaction
with tha REFNO 0839 loss incident.

S. During the July 1993 Technical Talks, the JTF-FA ask-dlif:
Vietnamese for additional intornatzop on REFHO ca3s. A Fil b.q
polnt requesting the stutus_of tha Vietnamese responsa vi
presented at the next Technical Mesting.

Chacl W voonie, F

CHARLES R. MARINEAU,
By direction
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ENVELOPE

CDSN = LGXS01 MCN = 93132/08249 TOR = 931320602
RTTEZYUW RUEKJCS9202 1320601- ~RUEALGX.

ZNY

HEADER

R 120601Z MAY 93

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC

R 1117352 MAY 93

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA//

TO RUHOQMQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1//J33/J30M/02//
INFO RUHQHQT/CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC/ /337 I5/PM-HIAS/
RUEKJICS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/BW-HIA}/
RUEKHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLG//
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H/ ¢
BT

CONTROLS

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02

U-0705/pwW

fRwdemichdkekict THIS IS A COMBINED HESSAGE #riririrteiteietririy /
BODY
SUBJ: REQUIREMENT FOR PRIORITY INVESTIGATION (RPI)
COUNTRY: M
TITLE: RPI - REFNO 0819
L. REQUEST COORDINATION AND CONCURRENCE WITH REGARD TO FOLLOWING
REQUIREMENT FOR THE PRIORITY CASE INVESTIGATION TEAH (PCIT).
ENCLOSURE IS FIELD LEAD SHEET (TRANSHITTED SEPARATELY).
2. BACKGROUND:
A. CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS - CASE 0839 (PLUMADORE); PRIORITY

CASE FOR INVESTIGATION.

1) LANCE CORPORAL KENNETH L. PLUMADORE, USMC WAS INVOLVED
IN "OPERATION KINGFISHER" ON 21 SEPTEMBER 1967 IN THE VICINITY OF
GRID CODRDINATES YD133699 NEAR CON THIEN FIRE BASE IN QUANG TRI
PROVINCE. WITNESSES SAW LGPL PLUMADORE SUSTAIN SERIOUS WOUNDS
DURING AN INTENSE FIREFIGHT WITH ENEMY FORCES. DURING THE ENSUING
BATTLE, THE MARINES WERE FORCED TO APANDON THE BATTLEFIELD AND
PLUMADORE, ALONG WITH 14 OTHER MARINE PERSONMEL, WAS LEFT BEHIND FOR
OEAD. ON 22 SEPTEMBER U.S§. FORCES LEARNED THAT SOMETIME ON OR
BEFORE THE NIGHT OF 21 SEPTEHMBER TIHE VIETNAHESE CAPTURED "ONE
AHERICAN PRISONER" WHO WAS "WOUNDED" AND WERE FEVACUATING HIM FROM
THE CON THIEN AREA. A SECOND USUALLY RELIABLE WARTIME SOURCE
REPORTED ON THE MOVEMENT OF aN AMERICAN TD AN UNIDENTIFIED LOCATION
ON 23 SEPTEMBER 1967. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE STATUS OF THIS
AMERICAN WAS MIXED. ONE REPORT INDICATED DEATH; ONE REPORT
INDICATED THE AMERICAN WOULD SURVIVE.
U.5. RECORDS INDICATE NO OTHER CANDIDATES FOR THIS "WOUNDED
AMERICAN" OTHER THAN ONE OF THE 15 MARINES LEFT BEHIND AT CON THIEN.

UNCLASSIFIED
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2) \.S. FORCES WERE NOT ABLE TO RETURN TO THE LOCATION OF
THE 21 SEPTEMBER BATTLE UNTIL 10 OCTOBER 1967. AT THAT TIME, ONLY
14 OF THE 15 MISSING BODIES WEBE RECOVERED, FURTHER SUPPORTING THE
POSSIBILITY THAT THE VIETNAMESE HMAY HAVE CAPTURED OME OF THE 15.
ALTHOUGH THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY IN IDENTIFYING TWO SETS
OF REMAINS, THE 14 SETS OF REHAINS WERE IDENTIFIED AND, BY PROCESS
OF ELIMINATION, IT WAS DETERMINED TUAT LCPL PLUMADORE WAS THE
HMISSING TNDIVIDUAL.
3) OW 10 APRIL 196 THE VIETNAMESE RETURNED THE REMAINS OF
AN INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT ANY PERSONNEL EFFECTS AND CLAINED THESE
REMAINS BELONGED TO AN AMERICAN WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY PAVN FORCES
DURING THE BATTLE AT CON THIEN OM 21 SEPTEMBER 1967 AND WHO LATER
DIED OF HIS WOUNDS, TIE INFORMATION THAT THEY PROVIDED CORRCBORATES
U.S. HELD INFORMATION DESCRIBED ABOVE. ANALYSIS OF TIEE INFORMATION
OBTAINED BY THE U.5. IN 1967 AND THE INFORMATION PROYIDED BY THE
VIETNAMESE IN 1986 LEADS TO THE LOGICAL CONCLUSION THAT THE REMAINS
THAT THE VIETNAMESE RETURNED SHOULD HAVE BEEN TWOSE OF LCPL
PLUMADCRE. HOWEVER, FOREMSIC AMALYSIS INDICATED TUAT THE REHAINS
HANDED OVER IN 1986 ARE POSTTIVELY NOT THOSE OF LCPL PLUMADORE.
FURTHERMORE, FORENSIC ANALYSIS FAILED TO FIND A HATCH BETWEEN THE
. DENTAL REHAINS RETURNED AND ANY UNACCOUNTED FOR U.S. SERVICE MEMBER
WwHOSE DENTAL RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE.
4) SINCE THERE ARE NO OTHER U.S. PERSONNEL LISTED AS
MISSING FROM THAT INCIDENT, THERE ARE TWREE POSSIBILITIES.
A) THE FIRST POSSIBILITY IS TIAT THE REMAINS AND
INFORMATION ARE ACCURATE AND CORRELATE TU SOMEONE LEFT BEHIND AT CON
THIEN. IF THAT IS THE CASE THEN IT WOULD SUGGEST THAT LCPL
PLUHADORE WAS ONE OF THE ORIGINAL 14 HARIMES FOUND AT COM THIEN 10
OCTOBER 1967, BUT HIS REMAINS WERE MISIDENTIFIED AS ONE OF THE OTHER
FOURTEEN MARINES AND BURIED UNDER SOMEONE ELSE'S NAME. IF THAT IS
TRUE THEN TIE REMAINS THAT THE VIETNAMESE RETURNED MAY BE THOSE oOF
ONE OF TIE OTHER 1& MARINES RECOVERED IN OCTOBER 5987,
B) THE SECOND POSSIBILITY IS THAT THE INFORMATION
PROVIDED BY THE VIETNAMESE WAS CORRECT BUT THE REMAINS RETUBNED DO

* NOT CORRELATE TO THE CON THIEN IHCIDENT. IN THAT CASE, THE
VIETNAMESE MAY HAVE THE REMAINS CORRELATING TO TIE CON THIEN

INCIDENT STORED UNDER ANOTHER NAME.
Cy THE THIRD POSSIBILITY TS THAT THE REHMAINS AND THE
STORY DO NOT PERTAIN TO AN AMERICAN AT ALL.
5} KNOWN REPORTING PROCEDURES AND EVACUATION ROUTES

INDICATE THE FOLLOWING GRGANIZATIONS WOULD 1IAVE HAD I[NFORHATION
ABOUT PLUMADORE: B-5 FRONT, IQ YINI LTNH SPECIAL ZONE, AND THE 8TII
AATTALION, 90TH PAVN REGIMENT.

B. PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS: ITERATION 18, JUNE/JULY 1992.
NONE OF THE WITNESSES INTERVIEWED HAD TNFORMATION ON THIS CASE.
3. REQUIREMENTS: FURTHER INVESTIGATION T3 REQUIRED DASED ON SOURCE
REPORTING AND TIE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE SRV WHEN TIEY
REPATRIATED BOX 15 [N APRIL 19856. WARTIME REPORTING INDICATES THAT
AN AMERICAMN WAS CAPTURED IN SEPTEMBER 1967 DURING THE CON THIEN

INCIDENT,; HIS IDENTITY CANNOT BE DETERMINED, AND WE HAVE NO
CONCLUSIVE EYIDENCE OF 115 FATE. THE REMATNS RETURNED ARE NOT THOSE

UNCLASSIFIED

’f‘ wry do we Reep pkm‘:,‘rua VN fo« ThieR
Qo 2RLnTion- Wwhile ac Kuow\ed’a\ma +hnt they
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OF LCPL PLUMADORE.
A CENTRAL QuESTIONS:

I. WHO DID THE vIETNAME *——
PATTLEFIELD AT CON THIEN IN 1967 - FCHOVE/CAPTURE FRow Thg

2. WHERE ARp
A PRISONER was e RECORDS THAT wouLp
CAPTURED AND THEN MOVED Nopmy( m"‘J::HBIE.f:H?REAmD ¥

WRAT R
ECORDS WERE USED BY THE VIETNAMESE To ASSOCIATE

LR
THE REMAINS R '
THIENT ETURNED ON 10 APRIL 1986 wiTh THE LOSS INCIDENT A
T Con

8.  ARCHIVAL:

1. RESEARCH
FRONT, ENEpy THE WARTIME RECORDS ags
b INcmm.nosz:.nmNc SECTION e
2.
HILITARY ngcrgsf"(‘ﬁ;',‘g'gﬁcg?ns OF THE ati g
HAY HA NH SPE
VE OPERATED I Tars Apgr o mEc;?:Ezggzhgklsggghwxm WHICH

3. A TO soL
T IcI
RELATED TO THE "WOUNDED mmfuf-‘"ﬁ,."““"“ Frn CTS/PAPERYORK

VIETNAMESE N
‘ONA’Z_:!::TPT:SB:SLHGT AT CON 'ﬂllgc::g ?‘:A:;FE::E
. IC EFFE o
THE VIETNAMESE USED TO ASSOCI:;ET'!l!ﬁEPERSONAL CTS/PAPERVOR:ORTHTE'

ATED WITH THE g-
» FOR DOCUMENTATION CONCERNI:GS

+ 90TH PAVN REGINENT,

mcmgu-r gc:?‘u.rg[m el B0DY RETURNED IN 1986 10 a 1ogs
- A:  NONE
VARRANTED AT THIs Timg, | TURY 0 THE LOCAL AREA IS Nor
D.  INTERVIEWS:

1. RESEARCHERS
oN HIGIVAY 9 AND WRITERS WHO wRoO'
MG HO DE, COL TRAN o THE AREA.
. HANH, CoL : o1inS GROUP INCLUDES
LEADERS UNDER WHOSE AEG.s m"g:ucn?:is VRETTEL TR AND LRy

prevone sEay MG CAO PHA, AND GEN HOANG

HINH THAD.

2. ESPEC

AREA UOU“;A;.LY KNOWLEDGEABLE OF RECORDS ANp S

o E THE AUTHORs AND RESEARC o
QUANG TRI FRONT IN 1972. o

TUYEN, v
EN; CAPTAIN NGUYEN ks TIEN; MaJor NoUYg waCtrTAIN NGUYEN nawy

HOANG NAT HyN
- THE BOOK W,
OF MAJOR G AS COMPILED AND wRITTE
DUONG nsmrnrm"' NGUYEN HUY HIEU, CORps comnrps’ UNDER

. CORPS COMMANDE o COMHANDER; COLONEL DO TRyNG

CORPS COMMANDER R; AND COLONET wu xy
, ' AN
oFF1cE oo conpsfm VAS DEVELOPED oUT oF Ty mr.:rf;?"écxn::cuy

E. OTHER AcTION:
TUE VIETNAMES Nt aor IN THE PRESE
VIETVANESE metmsgé :WUESTING THE nggg;;g" u§§n‘s35%‘}§°”‘ b
10 APRIT. 1o EHAINS THEY R,
8. ALSO REQUEST ACcESs 1o THE :E;gguﬂ.m ;rgggk IATED on
TRAT THE

UHC[ASSIFIED
Wege These Pues7 ovs @uan msted ?
s
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VIETNAMESE MUST HAVE RECOVERED WHEN THEY ACQUIRED THE BODY.
4. INVESTIGATIVE PRIORITY:

A. ARCHIVAL RESEARCH.

B. INTERVIEWS.

5. GUIDANCE:
A. DPASED UPON THE TEAH'S ON-THE-SPOT ASSESSMENT OF PRELIMINARY

FINDINGS AND CIRCUMSTANCES, OTHER PRACTICAL AND IMAGINATIVE ACTIONS
SHOULD BE TAKEN, WHICH THE TEAM FEELS COULD SHED LIGHT ON THIS CASE.

B. THE JOINT RESEARCH AND INVESTIGATION EFFORT WILL BE
ENTIRELY OVERT, WITH THE SANCTION OF APPROPRIATE VIETNAMESE
OFFICIALS.

C. REQUEST ALL RESPONSES BE ELECTRONIC REPORTS OF
INVESTIGATION (ROI) ADDRESSED TO THE CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI AND DIA
WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA//. INFO COPIES SHOULD BE PROVIDED TO ALL
OTHER ADDRESSEES HERETO.

D. PUBLIC LAW AND DOD POLICY MANDATE THAT ALL PW/MIA-RELATED
REPORTS THAT CORRELATE TO OR CONTAIN THE NAME OF A MISSING OR
UNACCOUNTED-FOR AMERICAN BE FORWARDED TO THE PARENT MILITARY SERVICE
CASUALTY OFFICE, OR TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE (DOS) FOR CIVILIANS, FOR
FURTHER RELEASE TO THE NEXT-OF-KIN. UPON REQUEST FROM SERVICES OR
DOS, ORIGINATOR IS REQUIRED TO SANITIZE THESE REPORTS FOR RELEASE.
WHILE SOURCES AND METHODS SHOULD BE PROTECTED, EVERY EFFORT SHOULD
BE MADE TO RELEASE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INFORHMATION.

ADHIN
BT

y9203

NNNN

UNCLASSIFIED
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUANTENS UNITED BTATER MARINE CORPR
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380-6001

Mr. Patricia Plumadore
516 Plymouth Drive
Syracuse, HY 13208

Dear Ms. Plumadors:

This letter is in response to your completed form re t
zi-:lut.::d::::uiti-d £ile of your b:ochr, Lance carpg::; lt:gn:

We have forwarded your request to the Defense Pri

] goner o
War/Niseing In Action Office (DPMC). You are scheduled :o vie
i-lﬂci Corporal Plumsdera's records on March 1, 1994 at 9:30 g,
R the DPMO. If you will come to the Casualty Ssction prior t
that time, wa will escert You to that offics.

Tha Casualty Section is located at 3033 Wilson Blvd (Vv

Commonwealth Bank Bldg) 4in Arlington, Va. Whan you ix#fﬁ"i; |

lobby, call eur offics at £96-1177 and somacne will come down

:I::Jo:..“!ia: .:::::g:‘ g: hqtml;:h the lobby without an sacort,
on (w

accass to tha OPMD building. YOUT picture) to provide for

Pleass let me remind yYou that in accordance with

sat forth by the Departmant of Defenss that ne nnEE: ::;c::u::;
And Bo copies made of the recerds You reviaw. A reprasentative
°§ the Casualty Section and DIA will ba present during the lang
ol the review. Aay questione you may have at the reviaw will

noted by the Casualty represant ti
after ressarch is conplllt’od. NEIVE, and responded to

We look forward to seaing you on March 1,

8inceraly,

&

A. HANNERS

Assistant Head

Casualty Saction

Parsonal Affaire Branch

Human Resources Division

By direction of the
Commandant of the Marine Corps
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STATEMENT OF JUDITH COADY RAINEY

[ am the sister of Major Robert Franklin Coady USAF whe 1s missing in Laos since January
18, 1969. [ would like to teli you how proud my brother was to be in the Air Force. He
volunteered 1o go to Vietnam three times before Air Force sent him 1o Southeast Asia. He
was proud to be serving his country and he felt that if he could make a difference by helping
hus country fight cormmumsm. He was willing to do hus part. My brother arrived at his base
in Thailand and he started sending tapes home so he could taik to the family together and we
could in turn record over the wapes and send them back. My mother kept the tapes and just
recently tumed them over to me. [ had a friend put them on cassette tapes for me. A few
months ago I listen to the tapes for the first Lime in 25 years. He told of his trip over there
and what the base was like. He talked of his first mission. It was on a Sunctay and he told us
what he coutd without breaking sccurity. At the end of his short talk about his first bettle he
said "I killed people and ! could see them”. Then he added, well, maybe God can fargive me.
My brother was 29 years old. He was an outstanding pilot and an instructor pilot et the Air
Force Academy. His hobby was skydiving and he started skydiving clubs all over the
country  He flew most missions as a Sandy Piot  Sandy Pilots were the gutsy guys that
took the fire so that the jolly green Zant could ge in and pick up downed pilots.

My tamtly 1s not a family that cannot accept what happened 1c o loved one. We are only a
family that wanted 1o know what happened to him if we couid. We, like him, believed in this
countrv and what the government told us. The family knew the kind of person my brother
was and expected Gt the sune hind of persons made up the Air Force and our govemnment.
We always expected that the Aur Force would tell us, as they promised, to give us any
informaticn they received. ! have found cut that sur trust was misplaced  After asking for
hus tiles 4 vears ago, | found out that DLA, CIA, IPRC and USD ali had information.  All
this information 15 now heing descnbed as nothing significant. vet it was important enough to
classify and go into his files and never (old 1o Maj. Cualy's famiiy for 23 years. [n my quest
to find answers. Thave been hed 1o and had information withheld. Tam somy to say that even
now little has changed. Each family knows their own case and when we question (which we
have every nght 1o do) then we should get cotrect answers and you should see that we do.
Thet 1 part of your job. You are elected to represent us, and if we say something is not
working then it should be investigated and [(ixed.
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The onc thing ! am tired of hearing is that this government does not rule out the poxsibility
that there may be POWSs held aganst their will, but that there 1s no credible evidence. Well,
to establish credible evidence one must first be willing to check out the evidence. 1wonder
how many of you have read the documents cr really done any studying on what might be
evidence [ know that Senator Smith 15 one Senator who has taken the time to foliow up on
DIA's investigation of the evidence. Tam sure you huave heurd his report. Satellite imagery
would be a good start to get answers. Satellite imagery has shown authenticator codes,
names. and waiking K3. This is what these men were taught to do and yet it is being
debunked. [hese images in the grass are not natural in a country that doesn't use an alphabet
or numbers like ours. if the ewdence doesn't have any validity, what other countries have
. satellite imagery that shows the names, authenticator codes, or walking Ks. We have been
told that our government is checking live sighting reponts. These live sighting checks have to
be ok'd by Vietnam with notice. If you give someonc netice, do you think they are going lo
leave something tor vou to {ind?

This is an extremely critical time for us. The present administration has given up our
leverage through Iifting of the Trade Frmbargo, and now government officals are closing cases
with just one tooth. The luss of 4 loulli Jues not prove anyone has died  This is not
creditable accounting.

Because we did not want to lift the (rade Embargo or refuse to accept that the existance of a
tooth 1s credible accounting, we are accused of being sctivists. That is the same term given to
leaders in the civil rights movement. Like the civil rights movement, we are here until you
listen. [ hope that what we have smid today are not forgotten thoughts tamorrow.
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Parry A. Joll
290D PN Moued Wl
R Podorndory Farida IITST
SIIIPI TP
SIS I27T762
May 24, 1994

HONORABLE GARY L. ACKERMAN
Chairman
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific
House Committee on Foreign Affarrs
Washington D C 20515

Reference: The Charman's letter to me dated 18 April 1994. Subj: Chaimnan's expression of
thanks for testmony on 10 Feb 94, and request for further assistance from me, to the
Subcommuitiee.

Dear Mister Chairman,

Thank you for the abowve referenced letter Please forgre this untimely reply; your letter dia not amive
unts the 27th of April, and | was out of town for two weeks afterward.

You have requested | assist the Subcommittee in three specific areas, relating to what | was able to
testify to under cath, before you in Washington, on Feb. 10, 1994, during the POW/MIA hearings:

1 Provide you with a list of ‘documents and photographs...that the subcommittee should
review . that | referenced in testmony. including approximatey 40 | defivered to the White House.
dunng meetings with Anthony Lake ang Kent vviedemann on Novernber 4th, 1993,

2 Prowde you with my judgment' as to where they are located "possibly in National
Archives

3 ‘Provide the subcommittee with a list of questions that you (Barry Toll} believe we should
be pursuing un orger to get answers to the questions surmounding the POW/M A issue”.

Chairman Ackerman. | must resterate what i toid you in response to your guestions of me, under
oath on February 10th. 1994 vWhen you questioned me as to whether | wouid ‘cooperate with this
committee? My response was based upon my previous expenences, which now include swormn
testimony before the House Senate. and visits to the White House on this troubling matter 1 said at
that point i time. | would only be disposed to cooperate “If | saw the effort being exerted was an
earnest one”, ana referred to what | had previously experienced with the White House and Senate
as disingenuous

You then understandably somewhat concemned, statec you would “subpoena those documents and
protographs that | had testfied to previously, if | would but “cooperate”. You directed from the Chair
duning that heanng that your Staff "get with” me to facilitate that “cooperation”. | spoke with two
members of the stafl i/mmediately after my testimony | remained in ¥Washington, extending my stay
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for twao days in attenpts to communicate with them, as | had many of the documents arrayed before
me durning testimony. Frankly, | could not get either of these indmduals interested in the materials
That. s decigecly not an “earnest effort’, Mister Chawrman, and they directly ignored your
instructions

I further attempted several imes to contact them telephonically, and by fax, over the ensuing next
two weeks | also repeatedly requested that the working transcript of my swomn testimorny, and our
exchange dunng your guestioning of me, be forwarded to me promptly for my review and certification
as to accuracy, and comections inevitably necessary owing to phonetic transcription of acronymic
jargon peculiar to this topic. The staff informed me that they received that working transcript
approximately len days after the hearng. More recent attempts to correct my testimony transcript
have all resulted in stonewaling Simply put, your staff won't even et me see and comect my own
testmony)

To date, | have not even been accorded the opportunity to comrect or review what | said
under oath. This peculiar delay also does not portand “an sarnast effort” to me either, Mister
Chairman. it is now just shy of 4 months laterl...where is the transcript of my testimony?
Why is it being withheld from me? Why is it being withheid from the public? Is it your intent
to sequester my testimony?

i came before your heanng, under potential penalty of perjury, at my own expense, to inform you of
documents and imagery intel:gence being withheld trom the Congress, and the Peopie. and the
Famiies of our POWs and MIAs. despite the holiow words of Presidents offering *declassification’. |
sat amazed as | watched and listened while Ed Ross, Acting ASD. testified under oath that “all the
imagery had been reviewed He quickly changed that statement from his own certification of that
assertion, to the reality that “others” had testified under oath (before the SSC) to that claim. | know
tnat 15 not true, Mister Chairman. From my pnvate conversations with Anthony Lake in the White
House | know he doubts the veracity of those claims also.

! had in my possesswon in September, 1993 approximately 48 satellite and low-level aerial
reconna:ssance photographs, taken aver Southeast Asia, from late 1973, through the fall of 1992,
depicting the names. assigned ground distress symbols. or secret four-digit authenticator codes of
aozens of missing men frorm the Vietnam Era, having been stamped out, or constructed in Vietnam,
Laos or Cambogdia Scome men's names. or authenticator codes appear up to six different times over
the iong years In one case. the secret authenticator code appears first in 1973 after Operation
=omecoming. and five aadmional times. up to finally a photo in October 1992 It moved from Vietnam
10 Lacs {ihe beseeching. skyward constructed symbols) in the mid-80s. | specifically discussed
these cases with Mr Lake. in private in the White House (per our agreed upon arrangement then),
ang he was famimar himseif with one such case and queried me extensively about it Al of this
snockng matenal 1s being withheld from the Congress. If these photos were laid before the
Amenican Public. or the Congress. | assure you that the Trade Embargo against the SRV would
never have been lifted

That 's exactly YWHY they werent in my opinion. Mister Chairman. But | assure you they exist.
 August 1993 certain Famity Members. believing they were gaming an audience with President

o7 etor at the White House sought my assistance in ‘forming a team of experts” to represent them
1.7 ™3 such a meeting The purpose was to inform the President, that which we believed he. and
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this White House, was not being told about the POW/MIA evidence that exists within our awn
archives. and that which had not been seen by the Senate Select Committee's investigation. |
agreed. contacted retired USAF Lieutenant General Eugene Tighe (former head of DIA, author of the
Tighe Report in 1986, and whom | served with and recefved bniefings from when he was CINPAC J-
2. focusing on POW/MIA matters in 1972, where we served together in Hawai). | also contacted Mr.
George Carver. (former Special Assistant for Vietnam matters to three different Directors of CenFaI
Infeligence. and Chawman of the Nixan White House Washington Special Action Group's Indochina
Subcommitiee on Intelligence. which controlied our most covert operations during the war) cunenﬂv
an Ohin Fellow at the Center for Strategic and Intemational Studies. They bath readily agreed to join
the team® to convince this President criical, capstone inteligence information was not being
considered on this matter | contacted a few others as well, but focused the nucleus of the team”
around the three of us.

That decision was based on the reafity, that unlike historians, poiiticians, jourmnalists and researchers
we were not merely three persons perusing a purged, selectively released, incomplete archive of
1s0lated inteligence documents, through the murky lens of history. To the confrary, Dr. Carver LTG
Tighe and | all occupied critical, bottleneck pasitions atong the spinal cord of Ihe flow of intelligence
on POWSs and MiAs from the ground in Laos and Cambodia (at times attempting to rescue POWs
clandestinely) to the White House, during the era. in short, we had direct, hands-on, fu_lty aooessed
expenence with the matenals {a vast amount of which is now admitted to be “missing”, qlrectly
cofroborating my sworn testimony of 1992, that 2 major purge of the materiale was begun during the
Ford Adrministration. which led me to believe the whole issue was going to be covered up for
politically expedient reasans, and leading to my demand to be immediately dlscharggd from an
otherwise exemplary careet, in protest of the deceits being perpetrated by the Executive, in 1975).

We began correspondence with the White House discreetly in August, 1993. and on Septe_mber
Sth 1993 armved In Washington belreving we would have an audience with President Clinton.
Several enties within the U.S. Inteligence Community, believing our “team’ would have the last
best chance to “inform” the new President of the reality behind the compeling evidence not knawn of
publicly gave me documents and IMINT photes to fay before the President. They also gave me
messages to give him, and one even agreed to accompany me into the Cval Ol'l'ice at risk of his
career and jeopardy of action against him for revealing the matenals in unauthorized faghion.

What they wanted President Clinton told was:

1 These 48 IMINT exampies, beanng symbols pertaining to dozens of men missing in
Southeast Asia. had baen discovered as a resuft of an archival perusal of merety 15% of the entire
IMINT archive That s all they had time for. 1n their researeh.

2 Persons had testfied falsely before the SSC as to the effort exerted to review imagery
‘nteiligence on the matter There had barely been a cursory attempt at review, and Bush appointed
witnesses nad testified "all” had been reviewed

3 They had been wamed not to pursue imagery imeligence archives in their classified
auties and were exremely fearful of political retribution for having continued to gather these
matenals in the wake of what they insisted were “lies” toid the SSC.

4 They wished the President to “protect’ them, as “whistieblowers’, as marny Bush
ap0o-~tees remaimed i place even at that point in the Clinton Administration.
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5 That the entre, formal. Inteligence Cycle, nad long been perverted by politicization over
the years on the POW/MIA matter. and many lies, quite provable as same, had been perpetrated on
the public Congress and Famihes

6 That poliicai forces mimical to the President's own party, would utiize embarrassing
information contained within national archives, to discredit any Presidential decision to precipitousty
Iit the Trade Embargo against the SRV. later in his term of office.

7 That specific formal. recommendations would be forthcoming on how to reorganize the
POW/MIA Executive Branch effot. and remove the poiiticization impact of the DPMO, being
basically an inteligence gathenng entity operating within its isolated sphere, immune from the
normal process of objectivity and review inherent in the normat intelligence cycle.

§ That they endorsed the Four Point Agenda authored by myself, editonalized by Dr. George
Carver mn the Wall Street Journal. supported by General Tighe, and endorsed by over 100,000 other
persons caling for the Presidential Appointment of an Independent Commission, to review the
criical capstone. all-sourced inteligence materials being withheid from the public.

Believing we would see the President, the satelite photos were brought to me just prior to the White
House appaintment. However. we were Informed late in the day that we would not see the President,
that this was a "preliminary” meeting. We would see Sandy Berger, David Gergen. and others in the
Situation Room We protested. stating we had information for the President's Eyes Only

| withdrew from that meeting. | was consirained by the sources from gvng the information 1o anyone
other than the President himself

Subsequently. after repeated requests from the White House, between September and late October,
and dozens of pages of correspondence, | agreed to meet with Anthony Lake privatety, and disclose
cenain information 1o him The sources were extremely fearful, and constrained me from revealing
cenain information. believing that the exposure would enable any Executive official to pmpoint the
sources quite read:ly. and take retnbution.

i did meet at the President's request. with Mr. Lake, and Mr. Wiedemann for over three hours on
Movemnoer 4th, 1993 | discicsed and discussed and delivered materials with them not known of
publicly Some matenals were only known of by less than 10 peopie at that time in the entire
government

As Caral Hrdlicka and | attempted 1o inform you at your hearing, Mr. Wiedemann, Asian Affairs
Dwrector for the NSC  subsequently coordinated with us, what he called “our common project”. but
ied us eventually 1o the conclusion he had lied fo us repeatedly. Specifically, Mr. Wiedemann told us
poth tnat the NSC would proceed with an “internal investigation” in lieu of the appointment of the
‘ngependent Commssion | insisted to Mr Wiedemann that Mr. Lake personally approve this effort,
and obtain the President s imprimatur. before | would fully cooperate. He consulted with Ms. Lake,
ana o/a 15 November 93 | was assured that he had been given approval “to hire up to six
investioators  directly to NSC to gather the hidden materials for the White House. They would
oroceed wath the President s dect impnmatur when descending upon depariments and agencies of
me Sxeculves lo gather the matenals Mr. Wiedemann had promised in frort of Dr. Carver and
Caror —rdhcka 10 return the documents | gave him in the White House West Wing, within a few



M—q———ﬂ

226

orking days, after he comed them. Desprte repeated requests he would not do so, he lied about
1S also. and has never returned them. We aiso came to know that no investigation ensued, despite
it having sent certain intelhgence entiies to the White House for conference, with formal
commendations as to how to proceed. In short; Carol Hrdiicka and | have and will testify under
th (o these matters and beheve Mr Wiedemann lied to us.

believe you can best start gathenng the documents, and one IMINT photo depicting a four-digt
thenticator outside a known POW camp in Vietnam, that | gave Mr. Wiedemnann, ty fulfilling your
ated intent on the record to me of February 10th, 1994, by “subpoena™ Simply subpoena the
>cuments he has, that | gave him. that you promised me during our exchange you would. Dr.
arver and Carol Hrdlicka will attest to his promises on November 4, 1993 to retum them to me.
ey belong to me, are bemng illegally withheld, and Mr. Wiedemann is a liar, and now you want the
cuments. | am willing to gve them to you, but vou'll have to get them from Wiedemann, who is
w reassigned at DOD. | will need to inspect them however, and attest that he has retumed them
when. and #, you get them

‘en perhaps. you will understand what | have been going through for mary vears with the
ecutive Branch misconduct, lies, obfuscation and deceit on this matter.

have recently sent Mr. Lake a lengthy letter, asking him to investigate documents we have
warded to him The decuments are internal DIA/DPMO memos clandestinely reparting on the
tivities of Carol Hrdlicka and |. through professional informants, our efforts at the White House over
e perod cited above in this letler As such, | believe they constitute “iliegal, domestic, intelligence
thenng by the DIA or DPMO", proscnbed by Jaw. We have the docurments, and are aware of marry
ners circulated at that level, eavesdropping our White House efforts. Since it is a matter of record
at in 1975 and 1976, the DIA engaged in illegal surveillance and intelligence gathering against
e many months after | departed from the armed services, fof fear | would exercise my threat then
go 10 “Jack Anderson or Sydney Schanberg®, | am well used to the pattemn of domestic terror-
ucs the DiA and other embarrassed intelligence entities will go to on this matter (See swom
hdavit of former Army Major J. Lawrence Wnght, Judge Advocate General's Office, swearing how
A admitted to hum 1n 1976 that it had been conducting round the clock surveitiance of me since
gust 1975. | was a cmilian. Those matenals were developed by the SSC investigation and
ngnt s sworn statements are in that archive, or | have my own copies).

nher on two occasions since visiing Mr. Lake at the White House, and immediately prior to
tfying before your subcommittee. | have been threatened with physical harm for having disciosed
2 nature of the matenals | had. or perused. One individual threatening me, was mentioned to me
one of your subcommittee staff as a *good friend”. This does not particularty endear me to the
a of proceeding in cooperation. should there not be that “eamest effort' forthcoming | testified
Out 1o you. In response to your request for my "cooperation.

cuments given to the White House comtained CIA documents reporting on the exensive second
[ prison system contaireng many Amencans, in Laos. B-2 and B-3 evaluated Controlled American
urce intedligence reports regarding the transfer of American POWSs and MIAs into Yunan Province,
'C late n the war. and which strongly cofroborate key aspects of the *Quang Documert”,
covered by Stephen Morns i Moscow archives. The USG has insisted in official statements it has
) carroboration in U S archuves of the Quang Document. That is a boidface ke, as | showed Lake
a Wiedemann in the White House
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Or Carver also brought Top Secret documents he authored for CIA and White House dunng the era
not known of publicly an the POW/MIA matter. They were proffered to Mr. Lake as well.

Allow me to conciude Mister Chairman, by stating that | would be well disposed to assisting your
subcornmittee on this matter, as | truly beheve, as | testified at your hearing, that “you represent the
iast best hope for the Famihes™ at this point. The faiure for proper oversight exercised by the
Congress on this matter over the years can only-be salvaged by your actions, in my opinion. Yet, |
must insist that In accordance with what | toid you at the hearing, the effort must be shown to me to
be earnest

Specifically. | would need to see the following actions oceur:

1 1 want to be accorded under the House Rules, the nght to review and correct my swom
tesumony. as transcnbed from the tapes, that | have been repeatedly denied thus far. | want my
transcript released to me for same immediately. Four months is disingenuous as an “eamest effort”.

2 | shall only proceed under oath, fully swom, with a full transcript being made available to
me in timely fashion, to provide the assistance you request of me in your ledter of 18 April 94, and as
you requested of me in heanng of February t0th, 1994. Uniess the White House presumes to
attempt to classty the contents of my discussions with them, and you accede to such a request, 1
would expect 2ll such eventual assistance and transcripts and exhibits which | will personally bring
(documents). to be made part of the Subcommittee's Record, fully availabie to the public.

3 | want no contact, nor access given to my testimony and exhibits proffered, to the
indmduat on your staff claaming to be a “good friend” of the individual that has threatened me twice.
and { want the Chair's assurance. that should further threats be received by me from that individual,
or any other, for disclosing to your subcommittee these documents or photos, that you will promptly
refer them to the Justice Department for immediate investigation.

4 | want your personal assurance reterated, as you gave me in the heanng February 10th,
19894 and offered to gain my statement that *1 would indeed cooperate upon that representation by
the Chair' that you "will subpoena the documents (and photos)” if necessary If you will not keep
your promise to me, and the Families attending that hearing, then [ shall not be obliged to assist you
in any way That 1s what you promised, and | expect you to honor that promise, for it is my opinion
that you will have to exercise that prormise before this is done if you gain my testimony. | will give you
an evidentiary path to the matenals, and where they in fact resided, as of February 8th, 1994,

| beheve your conduct as Charr of the Subcommettee in the POW/MIA hearing was laudatory of the
fugnest standards of integnty. and responsibility for Congressional Oversight | have yet seen in 20
years of my hawng sought to bring the government to truth on this matter, Mister Chairman. Let me
state that | believe you are a man capabie of getting at the truth, and will let the chips fall where they
may However your staff faled to follow the orders you gave them regarding me, and there 1s no
excuse for withholding the record of my sworn testimony from me all this time. Those two realities,
negate the statements of the Charr. gven to me that day. In short, if it is your intention to proceed as
¥ou told me then. you will have 1o iImmedsately correct that which has led me to believe your intent
was disobeyed up te this pont .

Ctrerwise | shall conclude you have decided to renege on your own promises given in that hearing
'_~ut ' hear from you | shalt assume you simply did not know of the failure of your staff regarding
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these matters. and the resuiting lass of faith that has accordingly impacted me, in accepting your
statements to me, at thew face vaiue

Sincerely, j
Larry Al Coll Vpfitanenoth, 9{(@&{54}: ¢€C

BARRY A. TOLL

&l
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Parry A. Joll
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June 14, 1994

HONORABLE GARY L. ACKERMAN

Chairman

Subcommitiee on Asia and the Pacific

House Commrttee on Foreign Affars

707 O'Neill HOB

Wasnington D C. 20515

Reference: 1) The Chairmans letter to me dated 18 April 1994 Subj: Chaimman's expression of
thanks for testmony on 10 Feb 94, and request for further assistance from me, to the
Subgommittee

2} Ltr from your Subcommitiee, recv 7 June 94, Subj: Request to submit corrections of
transcript provided. to my sworn testimony before you, on February 10, 1994

CORRECTIONS TO TRANSCRIPT OF SWORN TESTIMONY OF FEBRUARY 10, 1994
Dear Mr Chaiman.

Thank you for prompt response to my letter of 24 May 94. in reply'to Reference 1) above. | received
the transcript on June 7. and here follow my requested corrections to that testimony. Aliow me to say
that having reviewed and corrected many transcripts in the fast few years, yours required the least
effort by far and away and that was of some relief. There is one major problem | have however,
gecurnng near the end of my testimony and | am sure it is caused by your remarks on Page 251, at
Lnes 5826-7 “We have to talk one at a tme, or otharwise it is not going to work out for the
record.”

' nave spoken with two other witnesses present (Carol Hrdlicka and Judy Rainey}, and we recall
soeciic words spaken by the Charr at that paint. that do not appear in the transcript; obviously, your
s\ated prediclion regarding the record. has come true. | shall address that paint in the chronological
secuence of corrections that follow in this letter

Since 1 also have over 300 pages of sworn testmony. or submitted sworn statements on this same
‘DIC as 2 result of the Senate Select Committee on POW and MIA Affairs, | am meticulously
-ancerned with consistency Therefare. | am prowding the annotation “(Note<s>:)", and approprigte
samment to those entering these corrections. for any clarification they might need. There are some
nevitabie phonelic erfors as you certainly know better than |, when dealing with acronymic esoterics
rrerent :n discussions of this topic | believe the corrections I've submitted will best serve to resotve
‘rose errors while remaining N accordance with the request on your June 2, 1994 dated letter that
+ would appreciale if corrections were kept to a minimum to save expensive resetting”, and still
oreserve the integnty of what | intended to. and did say
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Corrections and Notes for swormn testimony of Barry A. Toll, appearin, i
Feoruary 10, 1994 are as follow + 8ppe before the Subcommittee on

Page 236, Line 5451
Simple Correction’ Delete word “MACVSOG”

Compiex Correction” Move word “MACVSOG" from Line 5451, to Line 5452 f

" . } and insert
'immediately after “in Laos in 1968, then latar detached to MACVS0G, to the \Vhl‘t"n?dﬂouns . rea'?
Lines 5451 anq 5452 should then rea correctly “as a leader of top secret ciandestine mlsioﬂl;l'

to rescue American POWs in Laos'in 1968, then |ate
House...". » then later detached to MACVSOG, to the Whita

NOTE: This emor whether due to phonetic garbii around the acronymi

MACVSOG’ or my own juxapostion of syntax, must gbe conng'ected. The poin:chere i: mu:thc:
referenced mission to “rescue American PCWEs", is NOT a MACVSOG mission per se, atthough the
ntelligence precipitating the attempt onginates from SOG-80, Prisoner Recovery and Studtes grou

t was conducted by me under direct orders of Major General (Retired) Stan MeCleltan. thec:'n
commander of a Task Force counter-attacking a major North Vietnamese at the Tri Border 'ur;dions
of Lacs Cambodia and South Vietnarn McClellan, was then officially Commander n:ﬂ'J the 3rd
Bngade 4th Infantry Dmsion, and directly controlied my actmties as | was one of hig i_on Range
Reconnaissance Patral Team (eaders performing top secret, clandestine imelligence gathenng
missions My testimony in closed deposition before the Senate Select Comjmittee dated ?lune 24g
l 992, drectly agdresses this 1ssue The S5C has a swom Affidavit by survivors of the mission aé
Exhibit accompany my testimony, and corrections, explaining the complex command relationshi In
N0 way should the mission be construed as a MACYSOG mission, afthough the intelligence I’gr it
derved from SOG-80. As presently worded, without comection, the Wrong impression is 'rven'
although my transeript and comections to the SS5C are quite clear, when read with the accom| . i ;
sworn Affidavit of survivors. denved from, and submitted by House Whip David Bonior's opﬂ’?c':ay -
Octoper 1990 Representatve Bonor represented one of the survivors of this rescue aﬂen:lpltn
Michael Bartholmew. for years. and the Affidavit was done at Bonior's request for reasons other than
POW/MIA matlers The point here is that the emor. while minor in distinction, gives a false
‘mpression contradicted by the record established n my SSC testimony. You can oom?ci 1t by eithe
lrfne Simple Correction or Complex Correction”. as you deem appropriate, |AW you{r
atorementioned need “to avoid expensive " Ef i i ¢t i
hangea s % et aomre e c;:zed resetting”. Either choice is fine with me but it must be

Page 236, Line 5456 Phonetic transcription error

"?eprace $econd occurrence of word “in°. with word ‘end”.
-'re 5456 should read *  integrity in the matter at hand and end the trail of tears”.

Page 237, Line 5460 Phoretic transcription error

erla_ce word at end of ine 5460 “as . with word “in*
- 7€ 34530 shouid now read 1967 And in 1968, after heavy combat as an wfantryman in*
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Page 237, Lina 5489 Phonetic transcnption emror

Repiace word "about’ with word “out’
Line 5469 shouid now read "House i assignments vanously out of the Embassy in”

Page 237, Line 5478 FPhonetc transcription error

Replace word “is* with word “his”
Line 5478 should now read “the United States, or his designated successor, or atternate”

Page 237, Line 5482 Phonetic transcription error

Replace acronymic "SSE™ with “SSC”
Note This error occurs several times thoughout the transcript and is derived from efroneou
phonetic interpretation  The acronym refers to the “Senaie Select Committee”. and should b

‘§8C

Page 238, Line 5486:

Same error. replace “SSE” with "S§C”.

Page 238, Linas 5492 and 5493: erroneous statement

NOTE. The words appearing in the transcript “when Senator Smith in an outburst challenge
one of the men who testified here today.. " are in ermor, on my part. White | do not believe a change i
necessary | do wish this note to be part of the Subcommittee's whole record. As the Chairmal
mentioned |ater. weather on February 9 and 10. 1994 was a factor in witnesses’ travel to testify. M
fight had been canceled on the 9th of February. and indeed. my flight to testify on the moming c
the 10th. was also delayed 3 hours | arnved therefore, in the hearing room at noon. | asked anothe
witness 1n the room. 1N hushed tones. “who had testified for the govermment so far?. | wa
mistakenty told Charles Trowbndge, of DPMO had testffied, and hence, made this misleadiny
staternent H1s my error Although Senator Smith later, formally, refermed his own charges of "ma
fraud and penury’ to Attorney Genera! Janel Reno for investigation, naming publicly Mr. Ed Ross
and Charles Trowbndge's testimonies before the Senate Setect Committee. Mr. Rose did testify o
February 10th. 1994, but Mr. Trowbridge did not. Mr. Trowbridge was on the panel before the S5(
that Senator Smith 1N an outburst challenged” with my behind closed doors testimony, on 24 Jun
94 but Mr Ross was not a member of that panel. Hence, my statement here is not exactly cormec
and | correct 15 50. for the record with this note.

Page 239, Line 6523 Pronetic transcnption error

Repiace hirst word in ine ' vary wilh “various’. and word “specially” with “especially”
Line £523 should now read ‘various speciaized and unified commands, especially CINCPAC”

Page 239, Line 5627 Phonetic transcrption error

Repace word Quong with Quang and word “documents” with “Pocument's’
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Line 5527 should now read “And of course, | jJust make note of the Quang Document's”
Page 240, Line 5533 Phonet¢ transcription error

Repiace word "53.2" with 'S3.25"

Line 5533 should now read “he would prowide therm a minimum of $3.28 billion in”

Page 240, Line 5539 Phonetc transenption eror

Repiace word "‘me  with word “mait”.
Lime 5539 should now read “Vietnamese would hold men back *

Page 240, Line 5542: Phoneuc error or clarification required

Replace word "that’ with words "Rand advised”
Line 5542 should read “having to pay ransom, Rand advised it would best proceed as such a®

Page 240, Line 5554 Phonetic transcription ermor

Replace word "it* with word “that’ and replace word “where’ with word “wherain®
Line 5554 shouid now read “And that precipitated an atmosphere wheveln on the 21st of

Page 240, Line 5555 Phonetc transcnpton emor

Replace word “Moore” with proper speliing of “Moorer’

This error occurs throughout the transcnpt, refemng to Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, errongously as “Moore”.

Page 240, Line 5857: Phonetic trartscnption eror

Inser word " it' between words “should” and “have”.
Line 5557 should read “withgrawal from Vietrnamn, an event that should it have reached”

Page 241, Line 5658: Fhonetic transcription ermor

Delete word and
Lme 5558 should now read “the public ears at that time wouid have caused and outory”

Page 2441, Line 6562 Repettwe transcription error

Change Moore to "Moorer as noted earhier

Page 241, Line §563: Repetitive error...Change “SSE" to “§5C™,
Page 241. Line 5565: Phonetic ranscription error

nsen word that between words was and he
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Line 5565 should read now “inmal testimonies, was that he reversed that order, and the’
Page 241, Line 5567...Change “Moore” to “Moorer” again.

Page 241, Line 5668: Phonetic transcription error

Change word "the" to word ‘these

Insert word “back” between words “held” and “in"

Line 5568 should read now “specifically ncted thess men heid back in Laos. On the 28th”

Page 241, Line 6574 Phonet:c transchnption error

Replace first word in line “"on” with word “imto”
Line 5574 should now read "inte the Indian Ocean....".

Page 241, Line 5578 Ermor in date

Change date “28th" to "29th"

Line 5578 shouid now read “House And then we know that on the 29th of March that the”
Page 241, Line 5580: Phonetic transcription emor

Replace word “ma” with word "men

Line 5580 should now read “therr POWSs were on the way home, 2s our men began stepping”

Page 242, Line 6586...Change repaated arror “SSE” to “SSC" again.
Page 242, Line 5591: Misleading phonetic transcnption error

Replace word “his’ with word “this and insert word “Roger’ after word ‘me,”

Line 5591 should now read “according to this swom testimony, "You did not hear me, Roger. Th

Note: | am citing sworn testimony before the Senate Select Committee here, of Mr. Shiec

verbatim
Page 242, Line 5595, Change repetitive error “SSE” to “SSC" again.
Page 242, Line 5599: Phonetic transcnption efror

Replace word “and” with word “amid”
_ne 5599 should now read But on May 26, 1973, amid continuing secret talks with the”

Page 242, Line 5602 necessary punctuation needed

~lace quotation marks around worgs all of indochina.”

Line 3602 should now read POW/MIAs of the Panis Accords applies “to all of indochina™”
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Page 243, Line 5610 Phonetic transcription error

Replace word “in" with word “within’ and comma punctuation nesded.
Line 5610 should now read “sertence from the Vietnamese, within a few dozen days.”

Page 243, Line 6620 needed quotation marks

Ptace quotation marks and question mark around words “did wa lesve men behind?"
Line 5620 should now read “of “did we leave men behind?”. He said, what | recollect of his*
Note: This 1s a question Chairman Ackerman asked of witness Winston Lord in the hearing.

Page 243, Line 5621 Needed punctuation refeming to Chairman's question earfier

Place quotation marks around words “not want to air untair accusations *

Line 5621 should now read “response, 1s that he “did not want to alr unfuir accusations.” *
NOTE The quotation 1s obvious, refers to the exchange earlier between the Chair and
wWinston Lord .

Page 243, Lines 5628 and 5630 Phonetic transcription and punctuation emors

Ingert word “stated” between words “and ", and punctuate with quotation marks.

Lines 5628 thru 5630 should naw property read “nuclesr axecution codes. | walked intd work
one day and stated, "I will never wear the uniform again under a lying Executiva”. And | said
“I do not care if you put mae in the stockede.”

Page 245, Line 5878

Ins:en word “It* between words “want” and word “to”

Should read now “parsons who did not want it to sea the light of day”.

Page 247, Line 5723

Change word ‘proffered’ to “proffer’. Should read “And | proffer some of them to the
committea.”

Page 251. Refer to Charr's comments at Lines 5826-8, Quate “We have o talk one at a time, or
otherwise it 1s not going to work out for the record And | know you have a lot to say.”

This entire exchange is absent certan statements | am absolutely certain the Chair made, and |
made during this exchange The reason is obviously because of the Chair's own statement above, as
we garvled each others speech. in attempting to talk simuttaneousty.

i specifically recall the Chair saying | will subposna the documents and photos if necessary” |
alsa recall the Chair firmly and unequvocally directing the Staff (he epoke on the record to Mr. Russ
Wilson) to get with Mr. Toll' to receve the documents aforementioned | had amayed on the
wilness panel table before me
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While the Chairman's remarics at Line 5821-23 state quite clearty *  we will ga_lin_accm to them,
or we will make every valiant effort to do so, or find out why.” is clear in its iment, my specific
recollection is that he also said “| will subpoana the documents and photos If necessary’. Both
wilnesses Carol Hrdlicka and Judith Raney have the exact same recollection as | do, and they were
present in the room, or on the same panel.

Funher | would not have then stated at Line 5824 that “All nght, Mr, Chaiman, On your word, | shall
proceed 1o cooperate... had | not heard the word "subpoena”, as | had aiready stated at Lines 5804-
07 that ) would only “cooperate’. “If you convince me the effort is going to be eamest, | certainty
wood There are persons feanng poiitical retribution Mr. Chairman, on the matter. And | take it at
your word that the effort would be eamest” | also recalt distinctly saying at one point after the Chair's
Subpoena’ statement to me, “Upon the representation by the Chairman, | would be glad to
cooperate’ That too 1s missing, apparently because of the garbling.

The point may be semantical to some. but it is critical to my own rapresantations under
oath. If the audio tape is indistinguishabla, and the Chair doet not precissly recail, then |
would request this portion of my “corrections” ba made a part of the record, at page 251.

R Nothing further
ol ow s IIITAIVIUAAAVMAL ARV VAT
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STATEMENT OF
RICHARD F. SCHULTZ
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS
BEFORE THE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
CF THE
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
U.S5. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FEBRUARY 10, 1994

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SUECOMMITTEE:

On behalf of the 1.4 million members of the Disabled
American Veterans and its Women's Auxiliary, may I say that we
deeply appreciate being given this opportunity to present our
views on United States policy toward Vietnam.

Mr. Chairman, at the outset, ! wish to commend You, Ranking
Member Leach, and all the members of the Subcommittee for your
decision to hear the views of our nation's leading Veterans
Service Organizations, family members of those missing, and
other interested parties, regarding this matter of great
national importance.

ASs the leading organization representing America's
combat-disabled veterans, we have a vital interest in the issues
before the Subcommittee today. Mr. Chairman, before 1 address
our specific views concerning Vietnam, however, allow me to
state the philosophy of the Disabled American Veterans regarding
the general issue of POW/MIA=s.

Mr. Chairman, when our national leaders have elected to
send our country's best and brightest young men and women inte
combat, the members of our armed services have always gone into
battle without hesitation. And in eyery case, our servicemen
and servicewomen have constantly displayed valor and courage
far beyond the call of duty.

In every instance requiring the use of force to protect our
vital national interests, members of our Armed Forces have taken
with them an unwritten, unspoken, but unbreakable contract of
the battlefield. A contract from our government that simply
states: We will leave no one, dead or alive, in the hands of
the enemy.

Based on this unwritten, unspoken, but unbreakable
contract, the DAV strongly believes that our nation has a sacred
obligation to account for its missing servicemen and women who
do not return from the fields of battle. This contract was
meant te have no loopholes, no escape clauses, and absclutely no
room for negotiation.
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In our view, the U.S. government -- dating back to the end
of World War II -- has failed mieserably in meeting the terms of
this contract. It is a great national travesty that we stil)
have not accounted for nearly 90,000 American patriots since tha
end of World War II.

Mr. Chairman, every DAV member in every corner of the
country has a standing obligation to presa our national leaders
to develop policies consistent with this unwritten, unspoken,
but unbreakable contract of the battlefield in order to ensure
that American fighting forces are never again used as political
pawns.

Regarding the situation with Vietnam, delegates to the
DAV's recent annual DAV National Convention unanimously adopted
a resolution which urged the President not to 1ift the embargo
or normalize relations with Vietnam until the U.S. government
received the fullest poesible accounting of our miseing comrades.

At a White House meeting just hours before the ambarge was
lifted last Thursday, DAV Washington Headquarters Executive
Director Arthur H. Wilson told President Clinton that the DAV
did not agree that recent Vietnamese actions justified lifting
the embargo. Wilson added that much of the information and
assistance Vietnam has provided in the past aix months could
have been -- and should have been -- provided nearly two decades
ago.

While we disagreed with President Clinton on lifting the
embargo at this time, the DAV agrees with our Commander-In-Chief
that resolving the POW/MIA ismue should remain our nation's
highest national priority. The DAV is also grateful that
President Clinton -- unlike others who have occupied the Oval
Office -- has made a tremendous effort to seek the advice and
involvement of the major Veterans Service Organizations in
seeking to resolve the POW/MIA question.

As a matter of fact, the DAV was part of a delegation sent
to Vietnam last July by the President to stress to the
Vietnamese government the importance of providing tangible
pProgress on the remaining POW/MIA cases. Obviously, that trip
was very successful in terma of encouraging the Vietnamesa
government to provide additional information.

While on that trip with Assistant Seacretary of State
Winston Lord, Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs Herschel
Gober, and Lt. Gen. Mike Ryan, the DAV was also able to
witness firet-hand the dedication and determination of the
members of the Department of Defense's Joint Task Force Full
Accounting. There's no doubt that the members of the Joint Task
Force are working diligently to provide as MAnY anawvars a8
pessible,
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Now that the embargo has been lifted, the DAV believes that
the Joint Task Force should stay intact so that we may continue
to closely monitor Vietnam's level of cooperation. We also
believe that the American public -- 85 percent of whom don't
believe Vietnam has been forthcoming on the POW/MIA issue,
according to a December 1993 Associated Press poll -- demands
that our nation continue to leave no stone unturned in the gquest
for the fullest possible accounting.

Mr. Chairman, the DAV also believes that our nation must
continue to seek the Vietnamese government’'s full cooperation to
improve Vietnam's horrendous human rights record. Just last
month, for instance, members of a humanitarian assistance group
supported by the DAV and funded by the U.S. Agency for
International Development, were detained and harassed by over
zealous Vietnamese policemen at the Hanci Airport for more
than three hours.

The group, whose trip was sanctioned by the Vietnamese
government, was in Vietnam to provide more than $100,000 worth
of prosthetic devicer to needy Vietnameme war veterans -- from
the North and South. Unfortunately, as the policemen ripped
through the group's materiale, msome of the prosthetic devices
were ruined, thus depriving a deetitute war veteran of
much-needed assistance. This type of human rights abuse must
not and cannot be tolerated.

In summation, Mr. Chairman, the DAV believes that America
has a sacred obligation to account for its servicemen and
servicewomen whe do not return from the fields of battle, We
further believe that our govermnment must develop safeguards to
ensure that our nation never again places short-term eccnomic
and political agendas ahead of our nation's long-standing moral
obligation tc determine the fates of our POW/MIAS.

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Disabled American Veterans,
I again thank you and the members of this Subcommittee for
allowing us this opportunity. At this time, I'd be happy to
answWwer any questions you or the other members may have.

STATEMENT OF
THE AMERICAN LEGION
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WASEINGTON OFFICE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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before the

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGM AFFAIRS
UNITED STATES HOURBE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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STATEMENT OF
JOHN F. SOMMER, JR.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
THE AMERICAN LEGION

BEFORE THE

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 10, 1954

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee:

The American Legion appreciates this opportunity tc present
testimony on a matter of highest national priority, the lasue of
prisoners of war and missing in actlon in Indochina --
specifically on reported Vietnamese cooperation with Joint Task
Force Full Accounting.

At the very ocutaset, we want to place on the record The
American Legion‘s definition of what would constitute the full-
est peossible accounting of our POW/MIAs. Our definition, which
is shared by othar organizations and soma mambers of Congress is
turning over 1live prisoners, expsditiocusly repatriating the
remains of thosme who were killed in action or died in captivity,
or providing a valid, conclusive report why neither is possible.

The Anerican Legion recommends all concerned with this
important 1issue should unite in adopting a workable, logical
definition of *"fullest possible accounting® so that we can all
agree on the ultimata goal. As far as we know, the U.S.
Government -- although it has supposedly been working to solve
this problem for over 25 years =~- has never articulated a
definition of this fundamantal objective.

In our testimony, we intend to analyze Hanci’s cocperation
in the four ocbjective areas specified by the Presidential Dalega-
tion that visited Vietnam last summer. Next, we want to ac-
quaint the subcommittee with the multitude of problems we have
encountered in dealing with the Executive Branch. Finally, we
will offer some important recommendations on a viable future
course of action on the POW/MIA issue.

idential Dej . piecti

I was assigned by our National Commander to represent The
American Legion on the Presidential Delegation which visited
Vietnam last July under the leadership of Assistant Secretary of
State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Winston Lord, Deputy
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Hershel Gober, and Lt. Gen. Michael
Ryan, Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chilefs of sStaff.
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. Before dispatching the Delagation, President cClinton nade
it clear that Hanoi should not expact any favorable actions
the United States until it fully cooperated in four specific
areas. We would like to review each area and provide and our
;vaiu;tion of the level of Vietnamese cooperation with tha Joint
ask Force,

mwn_bummgmum;ﬂ,u
the remains of missing Amerjicans

Cooperation has been far from satisfactory. In 1993, joint
US-S5RV operations returnad 67 sets of remains and only 3 of thosea
havg 80 far been identified as Americans. Thus, during the
period 1974-19931 only 321 sets of idantified remains have been
raturned, with 272 coming from Vietnam, 47 from Laos and 2 frem
the Peoples Republic of China. This averages out at about 17 par
year. Even in the last three years, when Hanoi Has allegedly
been "fully cooperating,” on average only 13 have been returned
each year -- a rate only about 25 parcent of the 19 year avaraga.

. Therefore, we conclude Hanol has not been fully cooperating
in this araea. Particularly, when the U.S. Government has in its
pcssession validated information that Hanol has ‘"“warahoused"
approximately 400 remains that it has strategically doled out a
few gt a tinc: In fact our own government has not provided the
American public with methodolegy. They base their measurements
toward progress in accounting,

In addition, The American Lagion has obtained through
declassified records compelling information that reported
Americans were seen and ramains of some who died betwean 1976 and
1980_bur1ed cutside Vietnamese prisons after 1973. Tha reports
specifically relate to 80 Americans who died in 5 prisons not
known to hold our POWs during the war. After obtaining this
information, we requested a mesting of the Presidential Delega-
tion to set forth the documents and urge expedited searches for
these remainse by the U.S. Government. To our knowledga, no
government official had visited these five prisona other than
one, Tan Lap-Phu Tho, and that was only aftar Sanator Bob Smith's
visit to the prison in July, 1593, The peeting was held on
January 18, 1994, and at that time, we were told our government
would follow up. This is a enother glaring example of tha
xnep;i?ude of the U.S. Government in its failure to check out
promising intelligence information it has had in its possession
for many years. We do not really expect any better results this
time, as ve will later detall the U.S. Government’s long record
of ignoring our recommendations on this important issua.

tion of live-sighting investigations

It is extremely difficult to analyze this objective, be-
Cause the Defense POW/MIA Office gives us virtually no meaning-
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ful information. According to available information, General
Vessey initially compiled a group of "discrepancy cases," about
135 last-known-alive cases, and shared them with the Vietnamese.
Approximately 73 of the cases are still unresolved at this date.
We hasten to point out that the term discrepancy cases goss back
to 1575 and the actual development of the list rests solely on
the Federal Government. In addition, we have been advised that
there were other equally compelling cases not added to the list
at the time the group of discrepancy cases was compiled by
General Vessey.

We suggest this Subcommittee should really "dig-in" regard-
ing this objective and require the Defense POW/MIA Offica to
present a detailed briefing of each case, spacifying investiga-
tions conducted, results achieved, ths basis for cleosing out the
case and any remaining actions to be taken, Up to thia point,
the Pentagon has hidden behind spurious claims of clapgification
and privacy to prevent the families of missing servicemen and tha
public from learning the true status of these vary compalling
cases that Hanoi‘s hard-line communist leadership should ba able
to resolve to our satisfaction.

Regarding live-sighting investigations, we have have no
confidence in the Joint Task FPorce=Full Accounting. American
investigators cannot move anywhere in Vietnam without being
accompanied by their "handlers,” from Vietnam’s Office of Seeking
Missing Personnel. Further, advance notice is given to the
Vietnamese s0 the effectiveness of U.S. perscnnel gquestioning
Vietnamese citizens is jeopardized. Thus, communist officials
have ample opportunity to "stage manage” sach investigation.

. d._Increased Vietnamese agsistance in accounting for
. = : : Ek
ated during the war.

Potentially, this area should offer great opportunities
since over 500 Americans are still unaccounted for in Laos and,
during Operation Homecoming, no American POWs returned from
Lacs, although nine Americans captured in Lacs returned through
Hanoi. Anyone who has researched the message traffic from the
American embassy in Laos in the spring of 1973 can clearly see
that Laos did have live American POWs at that time, and the U.S.
Government did absolutely nothing to liberate them. We have seen
documents reporting land 1lina intercepts which reveal the
movement of American prisoners from Lacs to North Vietnam in late
1973. While only partial information has bean released to the
archives, a complete search of all government records should be
conducted.

Since the Defense POW/MIA Office has not given us any
meaningful information on searches in Laos, we have no way to
offer an evaluation. We did receive some information informally
from the State Department, but not anough on which we can base a
conclusion. We have heard that the first trilateral
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investigation in the area of the Ho Chi Minh trail wasg re
cen
ﬁ::d::;;d ﬁ:t_have no idea of the official results received? tig
ened in many aspects of this issue, the i
information ig the news media. ' Frimary source of

We would, however, like to obeerve that S0) embar,
Congress, anpd othera favored lifting the ambargo a;:i;:t Viézn::
80 that we could, in their opinion, get batter access to the
countryaide. The ‘illogical nature of that contaention -becomes
apparent when You recall that the United States nnvaf‘\broka
diplomatic relations with, or imposed an embargo against, Lacg --
Yot results from scpe few investigations ip Laos h;vn baen
gxtrenely neager. Purther, the theory that having more

usinessgen on the ground in vietnanm will increase the
opportunlyies to' locate any surviving American POWs or other
related information is questiocnabla. The businessmen would
seldoy, if ever, venture out into the jungles and mountaing and
more importantly, the Communist Vietnamege governmant will never

Permit them i
country, access to prisons, or other restricted areas in that

s reaalvs Gleat s spit s Feray 8y Sdcontinutng incervieve

. This is the most tenucua of the four objectiv
information we have to go on are unsubstanthted ::;ta;::L:ng¥
various U.S. Government officials that the Vietnamese ares
providing more and more Accasa to wartime documenta. We have not
seen these alleged documents and we have not received any infor-
mation from the Defense POW/MIA Office on their detailed
contents. Therefore, it is not posgibla to even hazard a guess
as to the status of this objective, wa would, howaver, like to
observe that inp December 1992 the first diractor of th; Dafensa
POH/HIA.OIrice, Alan Ptak, told Tha American Legion that up to
that point Vietnam had only provided one percent of the documents
and information the U.S. Government knowsg they possess. With
respect to the most recent release of thousands of photographs
only about one per cent of the collection reportadly pertained ta
POWs and MIAs. That leaves us with the Presumption that Vietnam
still has a long way to go in Providing truly unrestricted access
to relevant documentsg relating to missing Us serviceman.

EOW Suyrvey

The American Legion firmly believes that
! the U.8§, -
ment has failed to use one of the beat poasible sources otci:;::-
mation on what really happened to our POW/MIAs -- the 591
American POWs who returned during Operation Homecoming.

Clearly, the former Senate Select Co
: mmittee on POW
Affairs shared our concern. For, after ancountaring a é?::
retqsal from tpe Pentagon for full access to the Operation Home-
coming debriefing reports {only the Chairman and Vice Chairman
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were given access) -- despite the fact that 285 returned POWs
waived their rights to confidentially.

To give you a clear picture of the Select Committee’s total
discontent with the Pentagon’s stonawalling on this vital issua,
let me gquote from page 270 of the Select Committee’s final re-
pert, where reference is made to a request to the Pentagon for
access: “The committee request was in furtherance of a complete
record, the suspicions surrounding the debriefing process....”
Mr. Chairman, the phrase “the suspicions surrcunding the debrier-
ing process" sums it all up -- after decades of incompetence and
evasion, some within the Pentagon simply cannot be trusted to
pursue one of its most essential missions -- to protect and
liberate American POWs and to bring about the resolution of this
issue., This has been illustrated in internal reports criticizing
the handling of the POW/MIA issue, which wera classified by DoD.

On page 271, the Select Committee urged DoD “to conduct a
full, independent review to clarify this issue for the public.
The review should be undertaken by DOD staff and not assigned to
the DIA, and the results should be provided to the appropriate
oversight committees of Congress and made public.”

Realizing that access to POW debriefings was essential, The
American Legion conducted its own survay of the returned POWS.
We mailed 500 agurvey forms and received a raelatively high
response rate of 47 percent. 0f those raesponding, we received
significant indicators that some of tha returned POWa believe the
issue is far from resolved. Elevan percent belisved they had
rirsthand information on POWs who did not return during Operation
Homecoming. Thirteen percent believed the Vietnamese operated
additional prison systems from which American POWa did not re-
turn. Fifteen percent believed the Vietnamese segregated POWs
having particular technical or intelligence knowledge and either
transferred them to other countries or did not return them during
Operation Homecoming.

On November 16, 1993, we wrote to President Clinton request-
ing him to implement the recommendation of the Select Committee
cited earlier. To date we have not received an acknowledgement
that the White House received our letter.

The Executive Branch "Stonewall" on the POW/MIA Issue

Mr. Chairman, we would now like to very briefly cite just
some of the instances the Executive Branch has turned a deaf ear
toe sound information and suggestions emanating from The American
Legion, POW/MIA families and other organizations.

-- Investigations of live sighting reports have been nonexis-
tent or are incomplete. Many documents received by the families
have been heavily redacted and left unintelligibla.
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== Pilot recognition signals {often analyzed ae valid by knowl-
edgeable military photo interpreter experts) have been debunked
and ignored. Radio intercepts have been buried in the files.

== Little or no emphasis has been placed on liberating live
American POWs. The total concentration has been on sifting
through dirt at crash sites. The administration reports that
it recovered 67 remains in 1993, but only three have baen
positively identified as American servicemen.

== The world-famous Soviet 1205 and 735 reports discovered last
Year have been virtually dismissed out-of-hand, despite the fract
that_many experts balieve they establish a prima facie case that
Hang; held back hundreds of American POWs during Operation Home-
coming.

-= Task Force Russia, a highly competent, dedicated group of
experts searching for American POWs and remains of missing
servicemen in the former Soviet Union, was disbanded just as it
was starting to be effective.

-= After dedicated military officials produced a well document-
ed report proving American POWe ware taken from Korea to the
Soviet Union, the Pentagon slapped a veil of sacracy over it --
despite President clinton’s promise to declassify POW/MIA docu-
ments. We understand it is now baing reanalyzed under contract
by the Rand corporation.

Mr. Chairman, we could go on and on, but just this small
sample indicates the scope of the pProblem -- for decades the
Executive Branch of the U.S. Government, through faulty deci-
sions and bureaucratic incompetence has failed in its moral duty
to protect and liberate American POWs and has many times slammed
the deor in the face of their grieving families when they seek
information about thair 1loved ones. And always, this
misdirection and incapacity has been cloaked in a totally
unnecessary layer of classification, not to protect information
from enemies, but from the American people.

What Needs to Be Done

Mr. Chairman, The American Legion, and its 3.1 million
members from all parts of the nation, calls on you and your
Subcommittee to assume a leadership role and help get the
POW/MIA issue back on track toward real, effective action. We
would like to briefly outline our views at this time and offer
to meet with you or your staff to discuss details.

The American Legion sets forth the following
recommendations: ;
1. Centralize POW/MIA activitiesa in a responsible office
reporting directly to the Secretary of Defense, remove the De-
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fense Intelligence Agency from all POW/MIA responsibllities apd
make each military service responsible for ita own POW/MIAs.

2. Declassify all POW/MIA information (except that revealing
intelligence sources or methods) in a form readlly available to
public review.

3. Reassign responsibilities for identification of ramains from
the U.S. Army Central Identification Laboratory, Hawall to the
Smithgonian Institution.

4. Provide adequate personnel and resources so that investiga-
tive efforts of World War II, Cold War, and Korean War POW/MIA
situationa can be broadened and accelerated.

5. Initiate or strengthen joint commissions with Russeia, the
Paople’s Republic of China, and North Korea to increase POW/MIA
recovery efforts.

6. Establish a joint standing congressional committee on POW/MIA
affairs to ensure continued action by tha axecutive branch in
addressing the POW/MIA lsgue. Absent such a joint committee,
establish a presidential POW/MIA commission comprised of
nongovernmental officials.

7. Take further favorable actions toward Vietnam only after Hanoi
provides the fullest posaible accounting for POW/MIAs in Vietnam
or in areas of Laos and Cambodia it controlled during the vietnam
wWar.

8. The U.S. Government should make a maximum effort to resolve
the fate of unaccounted Americans from World War II, the Cold
War, and the Korean War by obtaining the return of any live
prisoners, the repatriation of remains, and the fullest posaible
accounting for the missing.

9. The U.S5. Government should not provide normalization or any
type of ald to North Korea until it fully cooperates on POW/MIA
matters.

10. The President and Congress should establish a Priscner of
War/Missing in Action Commission, comprised of individuals to
include members of the nation’s major veterans organizations, for
the purpose of ascertaining during any conflict that American
POW/MIAs are all accounted for, treated properly, and released
from captivity at the earliest possible moment (see attached
letter dated February 4, 1992 to President Clinton).

11. The U.S. Government should seek appropriate changes to inter-
national laws and regulations relating tc prisoners of war and
missing in action (see attached letter).

In closing Mr. Chairman, we in The American Legion commend
you for yYyour interest in holding this hearing on this wvital
-
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issue. As a nation, periodically we ask our youn eopla to go
to the ends of.the earth to protact the freedoms Ji znjgy. Hoga
and more often, our armed forces are becoming involved in
peacekeeping and humanitarian missions. It is s8imply and
absclutely unconscionable that -- for almost half a century --
the Executive Branch, regardless of which political party
controlled it, has utterly and repeatedly failed in its highest
moral obligation te protect and liberate American POWs and
account for the mismsing in action. Mr. Chairman, we do not
believe any reasonable person could agres with or support such
a terrible blot on the conscience of America. We lmplore you to
spare no effort to help create an effective POW/MIA Program that
wlll_ correct the errors of tha past to the greatest extent
possible, make sultable amends to the bereaved POW/MIA families,

and keep falth with those serving in the armed forces now and in
the future.

Mr. Chairman, that completes our statement.
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changes to international law and regulations relating to prisoners of war
. and missing in action, in order to protect current and future members of
Th e the US military services who are captured while participating in
A erican peacekeeping and humanitarian operations. At the present time they are
eglon W WASHINGTON CFEICE w 808 "x" STAEET. M. W % WASHINGTON. 0. C. z20008s - oot covered hy the Gencva Conventions or any Othel' internaﬁonal hw-

202 A81-2TH or 2712 -

A case in point is Army Warrant Officer Michael Durant who was
Bl * captured in Somolia in October 1993. He was listed as a "detainee"

execiTve cimacTom rather than a prisoner of war, and had no protection whatsoever.

February 4, 1994 - _ A similar and more tragic case was that of Mzrine Colonel
Richard Higgins, who was captured by terrorists in Lebanon while
serving as a United Nati b. i

President William J. Clinton g ations observer and was executed in July 1990.

The White House : . . ..

1600 Pennsyivania Avenue . Mr. President, '_I'he Amen.can Leg.mn takes this issue very

Washington, D.C. 20500 seriously, and apprecmtu your interest in the recommendations that
were set forth during the meeting on February 3. The protection of the

Dear Mr. President: members of our armed forces who are captured by hostile forces is of

the utmost importance.

During the meeting with those of us representing veterany
organizations on February 3, 1994, you asked me to furnish you in
writing The American Legion's recommendations which I had expressed
verbally during the course of our discussion regarding your decision to
lift tbe trade embargo on Viemam. The recommendations, which
emanate from Resolution No. 1S adopted during our 1993 National
Convention are set forth below.

If anything has been learned with respect to the POW/MIA
situation in Vietnam it is that it must never happen again. Therefore,
The American Legion strongly recommends that you, Mr. President, and
tbe Congress, inmediately establish a pationsl commission, comprised of
individuais including representatives of major veterans organizations, to
ascert2in in any future conflicts involving the US armed forces that
American POWs and MIAs are accounted for, treated properly and
reteased from caprviry at the earliest possible moment. *

Toeday, members of the armed forces have no protection if
captured by a hostile force. Therefore, The American Legion
recommends that the Executive and the Congress seek appropriate
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

1001 € ONNECTICUT AVENUE. MOATHWEST, SUITE 919 -
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20036-3504 LUFDATE LINE: 202/6%9-0133

Statement of Ann Mills Griffiths
Executive Director
National League of Families of
American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia

Before the Subcommittee on Asian & Pacific Affairs
House Foreign Affairs Committee
February 10, 1594

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee.......Thank You for the
opportunity to be here today to represent the POW/MIA families.

Altheugh we support a policy of reciprocal steps by the U.S5, to
respond to concrete Vietnamese actions which account for missing
Americans, we strongly opposed President Clinton's decision to lift
the embargo at this time. In our view, the President's decision
was premature and based upoen an orchestrated series of events,
Senior Clinton Administration officials and military officers
heaped praise on Vietnam for cooperation and POW/MIA results which,
by omission, were vastly over-stated, even distorted,

The final push to get the embarge 1lifted was kicked off by
ASslstant Secretary of State Winston Lord's mid-December trip,
during which he termed Vietnam's cooperation as "absolutaly suparb"
and noted that the Vietnamese were going "™all out" to be
Cooperative. His trip was followed by the spata of Senate
delegations, all reportedly briefed by Joint Task Farce-Full
Accounting Commander Major General Thomars Needham or his
sutordinates that if the embargo were not lifted immediately, all
POW/MIA cooperation with Vietnam would halt., Then followed Senator
John Kerry, again praising Vietnam's cooperation as ha has se many
times in the past.

Topping off this public relations stream was Admiral ; Charlas

corsidering their vote on the Kerry/McCain amendment, Admiral
Larsen expressed his belief that the Vietnamese "are not heolding
anything back." Like his subordinate General Needham, the Admiral
“Aas even quoted as advocating that the embargo be lifted, stating
that it would facilitare achieving the fullest possible acceounting.

This srchestraticon set the stage for passage of the Kerry/McCain
imendment to give President Clinton the pPolitical cover his
advisors felt he needed to move forward. This great push occurred
Jdespite the lack of evidence that Vietnam is being fully
torcheocming. In fact the U.S. Government hclds evidence to the
-ontrary, kbut policy-level administration officials are disnissing
5P oanoring its relevance,
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There is no evidence to refute 20+ years of intelligence assessment
that Vietnam can unilaterally account for hundreds of Americans if
they make the political decision to do so. There is nothing except
Hanoi's denials, and senior Vietnamese authorities who have lied
again and again -- during the war, after the Paris Accords, to
Reagan and Bush administration officials, to the families, to
General Vessey, to our nation's veterans and to Members of
congress. Yet, policy-level officials in the Clinton
Administration continue to insist that Vietnam's cooperation is
"outstanding, absolutely superb," etc. They label’ progress as
"enormous® and "significant" or another "breakthrough." These same
officials admitted not even having read the negotiating recerd
covering the crucial years of 1982-1989 before entering what they
term negotiations.

Farlier, the League had opposed President clinton's July 2nd
decision to drop U.S. opposition to the clearing of Vietnam's
arrears in the IMF and his September 13th decision to ease the
embargo to permit American businesses to participate in bidding for
internationally funded contracts in Vietnam. We viewed these steps
as signaling Hanoi that their consistent policy of withholding
records and remains of Americans was succeeding. Now, in effect,
the Clinton Administration has fully endorsed Hanei's rhetoric and
cited the level of POW/MIA activities as results sufficient to gain
their national economic and political objectives. This, despite
the President's listed FPOW/MIA criteria which, by any objective
assessment, have not been met.

The President's earlier commitments and assurances were obviously
set aside last week when he decided not only to lift the embargo,
but to "establish a liaison office in Vietnam to provide services
to Americans there and help us pursue a human rights dialogue with
the Vietnamese government." But, the President went on to assure
our nation, "These actions do not constitute a nocrmalization of our
relationships. Before that happens, we must have more progress,
more cooperation and more answers." What the President didn't say
was more accountability - the man alive, or his remains or
convinecing evidence as to why neither is possible.

We are realistic; we don't get false hope, and our sense of
responsibility has been demonstrated over the years. our
expectations are based solely on U.S5. Government evidence which is
known to the families and was for many years the subject of
official testimony before the House and Senate. We don't expect
to receive accountability for all missing Americans, but we want
and deserve real, measurable results which bring peace of mind to
the families.
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i i .S. Senators, and administration officials and
Eﬁfftgﬁztéﬁ?fgigg gaie all stated their view that lifting the
embargo will bring greater results. During the Senate debatitgg
the Kerry/McCain amendment, most sgnators who voted in favor ilies
the hope for more progress in the interest of the POW/MIA famth p
as a primary rationale. History does not 'validata t eca
assumption. I hope that I am wronhg, but years of direct experien
tell me that inducements don't work.

full each year since the end of the sgcond Rehgan term has
322§e;ore %&fficuf& and frustrating. Especially since 1989,i:e
have seen the core of the issue -—- Vietnam's knowledge and abil dY
to unilaterally return remains being withheld =-=- virtually 1gno§e P
while the focus turned to expanding the process. The shift ig:
serious negotiations to field operations was further altered w

formation of the Joint Task Force-Full Accounting, a decision made

late in the Bush Administration.

i i and hard work of the newly assigned fiald personnel
:2: 3§g3§:§§23 and deeply apprgciated, but the current operatio:;:
approach to resolve the core l1ssue is one which does not have
families' trust. Field operators, particularly without the year:
of investigative experience, knowledge of the issue ani langgzgd
ability, cannot bke expected to obtain results dur ?g d
operations which have been recovered previously by Vietnames
perscnnel and are being withheld.

suspect and fear the definition of “progress*
zi gzgfnjfiipﬂigﬁ;a an the policyTIBVel bureaucracy. Just Eiio:
to President clinton's July 2nd decision to remove U.S5. objec o;
to international loans to Vietnam, I met with th? President. L]
assured me that if he decided tc move on the IFI's, not one s?ep
forward would be made to 1ift the bilateral embargo or ?ormalt;a
political relations without progress on POW/MIA....again....the
definition of progress becomes crucial.

ilies can count: we know that only 11 Americans previcusly
$T§s€zglin Vietnam have been accoupted for over the past two yaazi.
That is a statistic you don't see in the public statements reﬁe? Y
made by senior U.S. officials. Even the President stated, "Since
the beginning of this administration, we have recovered the f:maé?:
of 67 American servicemen.” Though misinformed, the Pres eni
statement is inaccurate; never before have unidentified remains
been listed as remains of American servicemen.

ince
ebruary Bth's WASHINGTON TIMES, and across the country s

izeFreportYuas by George Esper o{ ASSOCIATED PRESS, Army LTC iohn
cray, head of the JTF-FA office in Hanoi, was quoted as statb:q,
"This is the first repatriation ceremony siqce the embargo hase e:
lifted. I think that instead of hurting, it will in fact enhanc

our process.”
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Even worse, LTC Cray goes on to state, "We have no evidence that
they're holding any warehouse full of remains as occurred in the
past." These statement are not true! It should concern the
Congress, the executive branch and the Army, as it does us, that
this recently assigned infantry officer with no knowledge of the
negotiating history or intelligence assessments regarding remains
being withheld by Hanoi is being widely quoted on his beliefs,

In February 7th's NEW YORK TIMES, Admiral Elm¢ Zumwalt, Chief of
Naval Operations from 1970-1974, wrote in support of the
President's decision to lift the embargo, citing the turnover that
same day of 12 unidentified remains as "a promising first step" by
Hanoi toc respond. He echoed other State and Defense Department
public affairs distortions, perhaps another victim of "spinmasters”
distributing inaccuracies. The question is, are we going to
continue to see such official distortions? Are all long-delayed
bits and pieces of progress to be credited to the embargo lift?
I believe the Subcommittee could play an important role by
establishing a baseline for truthful reporting on the POW/MIA issue
and I would be happy to work with your staff on such an effort.

Some important summary documents have been provided, hut the case-
specific source documents which went into preparation of the
summaries are being withheld. You don't see any emphasis on the
fact that from over 30,000 artifacts, documents, photos and
materials reviewed by U.S. specialists, only 570 correlate to 242
missing Americans, though some in that number are duplicates. That
huge volume of material pertains largely to returned POWs and other
accounted for U.S. personnel. Of the 570, less than a dozen
contain really new case-related information.

According to our own government's intelligence, considered valid
until the Clinton Administration, the Vietnamese have not responded
in goed faith and are not responding in good faith now. It
appears, however, that the President was convinced by policy-level
officials in the bureaucracy that the best way to resolve the issue
is to offer incentives, betting on the come that Hanoi will
respond. Again, I hope they are right, because we, the families,
and our nation's veterans have the greatest stake and will be
watching closely. But, we need to look at the baseline facts:

- Vietnam is capable of holding Americans alive; unresolved
discrepancy cases of Americans last known alive, as well as
Vietnam's historical record of manipulation, gives this
perception greater credibility.

- Vietnam can rapidly account for hundreds of missing Americans

with a collective decision in Hanoi to repatriate readily
recoverable remains.
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- Further, the fate of a significant number of other Americans
where remains are not as readily available can be ascertained
through open access to Vietnamese archives.

- Vietnam's knowledge and ability to account for Americans
extends to Laos, not only in areas along their shared border
but in many other areas of Laos contrelled by Viaetnamese
forces during the war. This fact is confirmed not only by
U.S. intelligence but by knowledgeable sources of the former
Soviet Union. -

I hear increasingly from some in govermment that pressures are
being applied to skew the long-accepted data base by omitting
relevant facts that would give an accurate perception, but less
positive for the Vietnamese. Redefinition of long accepted terms
is taking place. Rather than focusing on results which account for
our missing, cases of Americans last known alive are being
investigated to determine fate or confirm death.

We are told that information gathered through jeint investigations
has been sufficient to confirm the death of 123 of these
discrepancy cases, and we welcome that confirmation. Not stated,
however, is that is most such cases, information also confirms that
remains are likely available to the Vietnamese but have not been
returned.

A glaring omission by Vietnam is their failure to return remains
of 98 Americans involved in 84 incidents carried by the U.S.
Government as remains discrepancies and the U.S5. Government's
failure to emphasize Vietnam's lack of seriocus responsiveness.
These are individuals known dead through photographs, listed by
Vietnam as having Died in Captivity or on graves registration
documents, and joint field investigation reporting that Vietnamese
authorities had earlier recovered the remains.

There is some reason for optimism that the special U.S. remains
team is making progress, reportedly having located, with Vietnam's
cooperation, grave sites of seven who died in captivity in southern
Vietnam. But, we have always known they were there. Hanoi was
asked to provide them during almost every negotiation since the end
of the war, and these cases were highlighted in the proposed two-
year plan in 1985. The majority of the 84 incidents, however,
occurred in northern Vietnam where remains are known to have been
recovered, stored and still withheld by Hanoi.

Similar distortions occur in official statements addressing
trilateral cooperation -- the effort to investigate incidents of
missing U.S5. personnel lost along the border of Lacs and Vietnam
in areas controlled by Vietnamese forces during the war.
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We were hopeful when Vietnam provided the Group 559 summary of
shoot-downs along one area of the border, and apparently there were
references to 217 U.S. personnel invelved in 111 incidents.
Vietnamese officials, however, did not provide the case-specific
documents used to compile the summary, so little useful information
in terms of accountability was obtained. Nevertheless, if the
Vietnamese provide the case-related data, follow-up of possible
leads in the Group 559 summary, and advance requests of the Lao are
made to permit Vietnamese eye-witnesses to cross the border to
assist in field investigations, there is reason for some optimism
that results can be achieved. Unlike incidents which occurred in
heavily populated areas of Vietnam, those lost in remcte areas
along the border cor elsewhere in Laos have a better chance of
results from joint field operations.

Significant differences exist regarding efforts to account for
Americans missing in Laos and those missing in Vietnam. Nearly 85%
of the 509 Americans unaccounted for in Laos were lost in areas
under Vietnamese controcl at the time. All but a handful of the
roughly 70 last known alive discrepancy cases in Lacs were lost in
such areas. A decision by the Vietnamese leadership to release
relevant documents is crucial to accounting for these Americans,
though territorial access is the Lao Government's responsibility,

In Laos, there has been marked improvement in accessibility, as
well as flexibility during joint field operations, and the rate of
recovery from excavations has also improved. With greater
sensitivity to Lao concerns about duestions of territorial
integrity, I believe the bilateral US/Lac and trilateral
Us/Lao/Vietnamese processes holds significant potential for real
accountability .

Looking to the prognosis for results from Vietnam post-embarge, it
again appears that further steps will depend on the bureaucracy's
definition of progress and cooperation. With recent experience as
a guide, we have reason for continued serious concern. Despite
solid intelligence and forensic evidence that Vietnam continues to
withhold readily available remains and information, and the fact
that there jis neo evidence to the contrary, peolicy-level cfficials
in the bureaucracy seem determined to round the edges on
intelligence to reduce accounting expectations.

There are specific ways to measure whether current pledges of
continued priority are being implemented, and it is our hope that
this Subcommittee will watch the situation closely, as we will.
Most important is whether the Clinton Administration will finally
decide to negotiate on the core accountabllity issue -= the remains
and case-specific documents that are known to be withheld., Such
an approach may not lend itself to advance publicity, but the
Congress can request advance notification and obtain classified
debriefings after the fact.
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I also recommend that you ask for briefings from former DIA
personnel now assigned to the Defense POW/MIA office on vietnam's
knowledge hase and ability to provide documents and return remains
which would account for hundreds of Americans. In this regard, it
is important that the Record include a copy ©f the interagency-
approved of ficial text provided to the Vietnamese in May, 1992 at
the policy and technical levels.

ofticial intelligence assessments On cases that yvietnam could
resolve unilaterally through remains repatriations have remained
in the nundreds. This includes at least three assessments frol
1987 to 1992. pid all of the intelligence change in one year?
Apparently Admiral Larson, Major General Needham and LTC Cray think
so. I believe that the Congress should request these assessments.
If the Clinton Administration has a new one, they should let us
kxnow, but the rationale and the experience leval of the analysts
need to ke evaluated as wall.

Another means to measure our own government's seriousness is to
monitor JTF-FA for any reduction in funding, personnel or
resources. If reductions are proposed, and there are certainly
noises to that effect in cambodia, then it will be easily noticed.
Already, DIA'S stony Beach POW/MIA operation in Thailand, though
authorized 27 personnel at its height, has peen reduced to 21
authorized pillets. In fact, current manning is less than half
that number, and I am told that the enpty 13 slots will not be
filled with permanent personnel. This needs to pe corrected; with
COngressional oversight, I'R confident that the manning problen
would bhe solved.

The files of the former soviet Union also have an invaluable
contribution to make in getting to the truth on the POW/MIA issue.
Renewed and expanded access to the GRU and Central Committee and
politburo files in Moscow is crucial. I hope that this committee
will intervene with Russian authorities to that end on behalf of
pr. Stephen Morris as well as u.s. specialists. The President
should also be requested to intervene with Russian President
yeltsin.

I was alarmed recently to learn that Russian officials are
apparently questioning whether the U.5. really wants additional
vietnam War documents. Reportedly officials in the Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs have heard from some unnamed U.S. state
Department official that the turnover of what ig known as the
1,205 Document® was wharmful to U.S.-Russian and U.S.-Vietnamese
relations.” apparently, the Russians were of the opinion that our
own State pepartment ofticials "were not pleased with the release
of the document and were discouraging further releases of such
documents."”
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ny,20% Document,“ the "Dhang Tan
Reports” and the "72% Document” pertaining to Vietnam having
withheld hundreds more Americans than_wereﬂ known :_:?\ thfeﬂu.isi
government was inconclusive. It was “de]a—vu Fo see e o0 cia
i i t part reminded this reader of an old
ady Know, it can't be

" i i i ate pertained to
true." In this case, that which was ]udged accur

other matters: that judged invalid pegtaxned to POW/MIAS. Though
an aamittedly interim report, the timing of release_was nore than
coincidental - to at least partially meet the President’'s pledge

that an evaluation would be made public pefore he authorized

further economic oOF political steps with vietnam.

i i i inci layed by scme
lack of integrity and pr1nc1ple recently disp
gfg? EggiJZals, were you in ocur position, 1 bellieve you would share

our ceoncern and our shaken trust and confidence.

The jnterim analysis of the

Thank You: Mr. Chairman. and I look forward to your questions.
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NATIONAL LEAGLE OF FAMILIES
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
1001 ( ONNECTICUT AVENLE. NORTHWEST. SUITE 219

£ ‘ -
ASHINGTON, D.C. J0936-5504 UPDATE LINE: 201/699-0133

ATATDS OF TEE POW/MIA IBSSUE: January 12, 1994 —‘

2 .
vizg?‘aﬁme‘;’i:'““;rb“- still prisoner, misaing and unaccounted for from tha
(North - 602: 5 ‘;_e;“d"‘m by country of loss follows: Vietnam 1,647
territorial wat iy - 1,045); Laos - 505; Cambodia - 78; Chil"maa
those in Cambode'rs - 8. Over 80% of U.S. losees in laca and 950% of
g the war ia Tt;ccurred in areas controlled by Vietnamesa forcaes
fullest possibl.e accunlﬁ?,?;u}o:eeﬁ t{m return of all prisoners, the
of all recoverable remains. all missing Americans and repatriation

?15:531;? for:::f:faff the League's efforts is resolving the live prison

Issue s ot intelligence information supports the fact th.:
b TPy o have been alive in captivity in Vietnam, Laocs n;d
Cambod i e return at the end of the war. In the ;hﬂ..ﬂcﬂ £
evidence tive 1 contrary, it can only be assumed that these Amerl n
remain alive n captivity today. As a matter of poll th “sc
P nder the assumption that U.S, POWs could atill b:yl;alda vae

Archival research in Vietnam ha Cum
s produced
graghs and other materials relatmf to U.S. g;;;léok"gc:o 17 aporekinatery
g:et:ca:ie:e_ repatriation of remains has bsen the moat producgli‘l\irht‘ral
activitie‘sullg vaiciountabihty. Despite the axtensive joint. :::]]:
Y that proc etnam, only three Americans were accounted for in 19912
oy ir‘:vo].es:' The d._crenued nunber of experienced specialist
justifiable cr‘;ticii:n t;::oml.n;:ou:;try ;cc a D " brou;ht':
: iti e families and veterans.

g:i;g;§:1t22§d;§t;: imperative to have languaqe—capabl:, kno'l;h]:d;::g‘;:
i countries? all aspects of joint field operations in all three

Joint field activities in Laos have beaen
. productive and i

:r;: I.;ric(:?.;zrrl;ment has permitted greater flexibility utini:cé.f;":igé
A e o no'w In Cambodia, Jjoint investigations, excavatic.ms and
et e cambol;e_sumed due to lncreased stability brought by tha newl
e s ian Government. Unlike Vietnam where a comprehensivy
wartime and ‘;s lm\-|'a:.- process for collaction and retention ef informati n
and remalng 18 o own to have existed, joint flald operations a al

oun ! re crucial

Hanoi's calculated decision t i

i 2 0 withhold informati i
ﬂ:;:-::;s ;nfis;mg continues unabated. U.S. intnlloi';e‘:\r::e”;:nlt-?.mam. o
hundreds acti-g. bpe:gonnel could rapidly be accounted for mt; ot
unilateral acti Pt y Vietnam to repatriate remains and provide r lrouqh
focun appa.rent ];.;fe thesa facts, U.S. officlals continue to prai : ;vani;
AR L shoulgrtb tolp:rs:ade Congress and the American p-o;h :.:::

e lifted and relations norma
z:gﬁci:;s iu;;ott?;;t recl'?.rocal stepa by the U.S. tolri:::t;nd ::T:oz:z::
J . E es meeting Hanoi's ec
until their leaders decide to cooperatec,:::igu:ll'? political abjectives

For the latest information L)
24 hours a_day. =
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BTATISTICE

1993, 1,715 first-hand live sighting reports in
1,694 of these reports
n to individuals
missionaries or

As of December 15,
Indochina have been received since 1975.
have been resolved, the majority of which pertail
who have since left Indochina (returned POWs,
civilians detained for violating Vietnamese codes) . Approximately
25% were determined to be fabrications. Twenty-one first-hand
sightinge are still unreaoclved and are under priority investigation
using all available intelligence asgsets. The 21 can be further
divided; 12 deal with reported Americans sighted in a priscner
situation, and ¢ in non-prisoner situationa. The years during which

these 21 first-hand sightings occurred is listed below:

Year Pre-75 75 76 77 I8 79-80_ 81 82 83-91 92 93 TOTAL
POW 7 0 0 0 2 [} 0 1 0 0 2 12
Non-POW 1 0 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 9

am War, there were 2,583 Americans who were
missing, or killed in actlion/body not
238 are still missing or un-
Following is a breakdown of
ince the end of active U.S.

At the end of the vietn
1isted as prisoner,
recovered. As of January 12, 1994, 2,
accounted for from the Vvietnam War.
the 345 Americans accounted for
involvement in the War:

1974-1975 Post war Years: 28
1976-1978 Us/SRV normalization negotiations: 47
1979-1981 Us/SRV talks break down: 4
1982-1984 1st Reagan Administration 20
1985~1988 2nd Reagan Administration 145
1989-1992 push Administration 94
1993 clinton Administration®=* 5

2,238 missing Americans were lost in Vietnam or in
d Cambodia controlled by Vietnamese forces during
the war. While unilateral Vietnamese repatriaticns of remains hava
accounted for the vast majority of the returned Amsricans, all but
3 of the Americans accounted for in Laos have been the result of
joint excavations. The breakdown by country of the 345 Americans

accounted for since 1973:

over 90% of the

Vvietnam 280 Laos 56
China 2 cambodia 3
Otherv¥ 4

sRecovered by indigenous personnel; 1 from HVN and 3 from Laos.
«%3 from Vietnam; 2 from Cambodia
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POW/HIA AGREEMENTE BETWEEN THE U8 AND SRV
Feabruary 1982 - August 1991

February, 1982: Delegation to Hanci, led by Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense Armitage, met with Vietnamese Deputy Foreign
Minister Dinh Ngo Liem. Vietnam agreed:

* In principle to continue working level, technical meetings
betwaan JCRC/CILHI and VNOSMP and consider the rate of four
per year.

* To send a team to CILHI and JCRC.
. To consider the US propoesal for joint US/SRV searches.

Saptambar, 1982: Four Member League Delegation to Hanoi*s mpet with
Vice Foreign Minister Vo Dong Giang and others.

* Vietnam annocunced that they would accept the US proposal to
meet four times a year on POW/MIA.

4 REMAINS BETURNED IN 1982 WERE IDENTIFIED AB AMERICANS

July, 1983: Reacting to Secretary of State Shult:z's remarks during
the ASEAN Post-Ministerials in Bangkok (that Vietnam was holding
over 400 US remains), the S5RY suspended further technical talks,
citing "hostile statements" by senior Administration officials.

Geptamhar, 1983: League Executlve Dilrector Griffiths met in Naw
York with FM Thach (first meeting).

* FM Thach denied that Vietnam was withholding remains, as
stated by Secretary of State George Schultz during the ASEAN
post-ministerials (that over 400 remains are being withheld
by the Vietnamese).

o League reaffirmed US position on the report as credible,
noting that Vietnam had done 1little to dissuade the US
position.

- League provided current US Government pogition on live POWs,

President's commitment on POW/MIA and arranged for direct,
policy level talks in NY.

October, 1983: NSC Director for Asian Affairs Childress and League

Executive Director Griffiths met in New York for informal, very

direct discussions over dinner with FM Thach.

- US views and expectations on POW/MIA were provided, citing
examples of discrepancy cases.

- Both sides agreed that cooperation would be on a humanitarian
basis.

-
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NSC clarified that Vietnam should position itself for improvaed
relations by moving bilaterally to resolve the POW/MIA issue,
thus giving the US flexibility to move forward once a Cambodia
settlement was achieved.

Thach agreed in principle to recelve in Hanol a senior us
delegation to discuss expanding US/SRV cooperation: agreement
was confirmed in Novembar.

Discussions were held on easily resolvable cases in the
"Hanoi/Haiphong area."

& REMAINS RETURNED IN 1983 WERE IDENTIFIED AS AMERICANS.

January 1984: Joint Communique issued by SRV, LPDR and FRK,

"With the spirit of friendship between the American
people and the three Indochinese peoples which was
strengthened in the struggle against the war of
aggression waged by the U.S. leaders in Indochina, on the
basis of humanitarianism, and understanding the American
people, each country in Indechina will try to inform one
another about the Americans missing during the war in
Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea.®

February, 1984: Statement issued by US and SRV governments prior
to USG delegation to Vietnam.

"BY mutual agreement, the governments of the United
States and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam belleve that
the Issue of Americans missing in vVietnam is a
humanitarian one to be dealt with through mutual
cooperation and good will...."“

February 1984: Delegation to Hanoi** led by Assilstant Secretary
of Defense Armitage. {NsC/Childress delivered Shultz letter,)
Vietnam agreed:

L]

L]

]

]

To accelerate efforts to achleve fullest possible accounting.
That initial efforts would focus on "easlly accessible cases
in the Hanoi/Haiphong area" (discrepancy cases) and sasily
retrievable remains.

Provided new information on several missing Amaricans.

To resume technical meetings in the near future.

April, 1984: League Executive Director Meeting with Vietnamess
Ambassador Hoang Bich Son in New York. The Ambagsador:

»

Affirmed Vietnam's intention to honor pledges to accelerata
efforts to account for missing Americans, concentrating
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initially on "accessible cases.®

Affirmed Vietnam's pledge to officially release to the U.S.
Government remains of several missing Americans promised
during earlier technical meetings.

ctober, 1984: NSC/Childrecs led a US delegation to New York®* for
eetings with FM Thach and other SRV officials. Cooperation had
talled over SRV perception regarding U.S. "hostilerhetoric®™ and
.5. sale of radar to the PRC. Thach:

Stated the SRV's intention to accelerate afforts on efforts
to resclve "accessible cases in the Hanol/Haiphong area.n®

Agreed to focus on resolving cases listed by the Provisional
Revolutionary Government (PRG) as died in captivity in South
Vietnam. '

Stated the SRV's intention to send teams into the countryside
to follow-up reports and to locate first-hand sources of
information related to Americans missing in Vietnan.

Strengthened Vietnam's prior commitments, emphasizing that his
government wanted to move rapidly to resolve the humanitarian,
problems which still divide the US and SRV and move forward
to improve the atmosphere between the two countries.

6 REMAINE RETURNED IN 1984 WERE IDENTIFIED A8 AMERICANS

anuary, 1985: League Executive Director Griffiths met in NY with
RV Ambassador Hoang Bich Scn.

In response to expressed U.S8. disappointment that efforts were
moving too slowly, the SRV Ambassador pledged that "1985 will
be a year of progress on the MIA issue."

arch, 1965: NSC/Childress led a US delegation to Hanoi*® for
>ngthy discussions with FM Thach. In response to US initiatives
> expand joint efforts through development of a comprehensive two-
2ar plan, Thach:

Agreed to increase the number of technical level meetings from
four to a minimum of six per year, or more if warranted.

Agreed to expedite the return of remains promised in February
to technical officials. (Six remains, the first (2) from the
PRG's DIC 1list addressed in Thach's 1984 pledge, were
repatriated later in March.)

Reaffirmed Vietnam's agreement to focus efforts on resolving
"accessible cases in Hanoi/Haiphong area."

To consider the US-propused two-year plan to expedite
resolution of the issue.
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July, 1%85: As a result of discussions in New York between
Indonesian Foreign Minister, NsSc/Childress, League/Griffiths, SRV
Foreign Minister Thach agreed to FM Mochtar's proposal to renew
negotiations with senior Us officials aimed at resolving the
(POW/MIA) issue within two years.

August, 198%: NSC/cChildress led a US delegation to Hanoi#* for
meetings with Acting Foreign Minister Vo Dong Giang. During side
conversations, Childress raised the need for unilateral SRV efforts
to locate and return U.S. citizen Robert Schwab.

* US proposed a comprehensive bilateral work plan to accomplish
the US objective of resolving issue within the pledged two-
year time frame. (The US proposal included establishing a
technical presence in Hanol, subsequently rejected by Vietnam
unless they could establish a reciprocal office in Washington,
D.C.)

" Vietnam provided their own plan te the US which included
political statements, Cambodla-related matters and language
which relegated POW/MIA issue to remains recovery.

* Both sides agreed to meet in New York in September to resolve
differences over each side's version of a two-year plan to
resolve the issue,

* Vietham stated their willingness to continue investigating any
reports on live POWs which arise.

* Vietnam agreed to check with official in the south on the case
of U.S8. citizen Robert Schwab.

September, 1%85: NSC/Childress led a US delegation to New Yorkw#
for follow-up discussions with Minister Vo Dong Giang.

* U8 provided input on Vietnam's version of a two-year plan
which was accepted in principle, with a commitment for further
consideration and response.

* Vietnam affirmed willingness to conduct a joint crash site
excavation near Hanoi (conducted 11/85) and pledged that
additional US remains would socn be repatriated (returned 7
remains in 12/95).

. Vietnam clarified that bilateral cooperation to resolve the
issue and their commitment to accelerate afforts are not
linked to any cother matters.

* The US agreed, again noting that ongoing bilateral cooperaticn
on POW/MIA would position the SRV for improved relations once
a Cambodia settlement was achieved.

28 REMAINS RETURNED IN 19685 WERE IDENTIFIED AS AMERICANS
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January, 1986: Assistant Secretary of Defense Armitage led a US-
proposed delegation to Hanoi*«, including Assistant Secretary of
State Wolfowitz and NSC/Childress who again raised the case of U.S.
citizen Robert Schwab, urging immediate answers. Meetings with SRV
Foreign Minister Thach brought Vietnam's affirmation of the
following:

- Vietnam's willingness to investigate any live sighting reports
the US provides, as well as those which unilaterally come to
their attention.

- Agreement to conduct multiple field activities in cooperation
with the USs.

* Thach reiterated the SRV position that resolving the POW/MIA
issue is a humanitarian matter, to be settled regardless of
political or policy differences which divide the two

countries.

L] Vietnam reaffirmed all earlier agreements, including
unilateral search efforts into the case of U.S. citizen Robert
Schwab.

April, 1986: At Vietnam's request, League Executive Director met
in New York with Vietnamese Ambassador Bui Xuan Nhat.

* Ambassador conveyed Vietnam's perception that the Us
Government lacked formal commitment to the two-year work plan
to resolve the POW/MIA issue.

* Ambassador cited FM Thach's statement, issued from the hon-
aligned conference in New Delhi, that talks with the US on the
humanitarian POW/MIA issue could not proceed, linking future
talks and cooperation to US actions in combating international
terrorism (Libya).

* Griffiths rejected SRV claims of inadequate USG commitment and
Vietnam's decision to link humanitarian POW/MIA cooperation
to the terrorism problem, urging immadiate resumption of joint
efforts.

May, 1986. ©NSC/Childress led a US delegation to New York»* for
talks with SRV Deputy Foreign Minister Hoang Bich Son.

- Vietnam agreed to resume/reschedule technical level
activities.
* Vietnam announced an increase in personnel and resources in

their VNOSMP,

* Vietnam affirmed earlier telephone/letter notification that
U.S. citizen Robert Schwab. had been located in the south and
would be repatriated soon.
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July, 1986: NSC/Childress led a US delegation toc Hanojs fe
meetings with SRV Foreign Minister Thach. Vietnam...

* Assured the US that cooperation would continue and accealerat
separate from other matters,

* Agreed that US and SRV technical representatives would mee
in Auqust and October, and stated that the results of thes
meetings would be “wery productive.™

- Agreed that US and SRV forensic specialists would meet |{
Vietnam for consultations.

* Agreed to provide to the US, in writing, the results of it
investigations intc reports of live prisoner sightings.

- Agreed to allow US experts to accompany its officlals o
investigations in accessible areas.

* Agreed to advance discussion of specific crash sites for join
excavation.

* Accepted a US invitation for another visit to the CILHI an
JCRC facilities.

L] Agreed on sensitive arrangements to repatriate U.S. citize
Robert Schwab.

August, 1986: N5C/Childress undertook a special, secret misaio
to HCMC to repatriate U.S.citizen Robert Schwab.

Octobar, 1986: Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Monjo led a U
delegation to New York#* for meetings with SRV Minister of Stat
Vo Dong Giang.

- Vietnam reaffirmed that current cooperation i1s not linked t

normalization of relations or any other politica
consideration.

In a separate, three-hour meeting with Minister Giang, Childres:
urged renewed cooperation on the two-year plan which, it wa
cbvious, Vietnam did not intend to implemant. Giang:

* Commended the sensitivity with which the Robert Schwal
repatriation was handled.

* Commented that should this or a similar situation arise thi
the future, it should be handled in this manner, i.e. cleose:
hold, without publlec pronocuncements or recriminations.

13 REMAINS RETURNED IN 1986 WERE IDENTIFIED AS AMERICANS
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April, 1987: President Reagan publicly announced his appointment
of General John W. Vessey, Jr., as Enmissary to Hanoi on POW/MIA.
(This action, initiated in October, 1986 and decided in February,
1987 was due to a near-total halt in SRV cooperation.}

May, 1987: NSC/Childress led a US delegation to Hanois* to
establish a valid framework for a proposed mission by Vessey-led
USs delegation.

] Vietnam reaffirmed that cooperation to resolve tha POW/MIA
issue and other humanitarian problems is separate from
political matters which divide the two countries.

* Vietnam expressed concern over perceived US failure to "create
a favorable atmosphere" for cooperation, citing the need to
motivate the Vietnamese people to gain their assistance.

* Vietnam cited U.S. foreign policy as "hostile.™

* Vietnam agreed, after very tough rhetorical talks, to accept
Presidential emissary without preconditions.

August, 1987: Presidential Emissary to Hanoi for POW/MIA Affairs
General Vessey led a US delegation to Hanoi+* for meetings with SRV
Foreign Minister Thach in an effort to gain renewed cooperation.

* Vietnam pledged to renew POW/MIA cooperation, focusing
initially on discrepancy cases and those listed as died in
captivity in the South (emphasis on 70 cases termed "most
compelling"” by General Vessey).

* Both sides reaffirmed that cooperation on POW/MIA and other
humanitarian issues would be pursued separate from political
matters such as normalization of relations.

* Specific measures were agreed upon to accelerate progress
toward accounting for missing Americans.

* Both sides agreed to hold subsequent meetings of POW/MIA
experts on these matters.

* The US agreed, within legal and policy constraints, to address
certain urgent humanitarian concerns of the Vietnamese,
focusing initially on the disabled.

* The US agreed to send a team of humanitarian experts to meet
with their Vietnamese counterparts and to compile information
on the problems of disabled, focused on prosthetics. (Results
of studies to be provided to American NGO's.)

September, 1987. General Vessey led a US delegation to New Yorkw+
for discussions with SRV Deputy.Foreign Minister Nguyen Dy Nien to
follow up the early August talks in Hanod.

g

c:
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* Discussiond focused on both =sides' steps to address the
humanitarian concerns of the other and further actions

required.

December, 1987: NSC/Childress led a US delegation to New Yorksw
for meetings with SRV officials at the UN to urge more rapid
cooperation; the 5RV agreed to technical talks in January, 1988,

8 REMAINS RETURNED IN 1987 WERE IDENTIFIED ABE AMERICANS

Juna, 1988: General Vessey led a US delegation to New Yorkt for
neetings with SRV Foreign Minister Thach.

* Vietnam and US renewed agreement to accelerate cooperations
on the respective humanitarian concerns of the other.

* FM Thach agreed to work seriously to fulfill the agreements
reached in August 1987, including the requested focus on
resclving discrepancy cases.

* Agreement was reached to allow Vietnam's POW/MIA technical
personnel to visit the JCRC and CILHI.

* FM Thach agreed in principle to conduct joint field activities
(surveys and excavations).

August, 1988: By letter to General Vessey from FM Thach, Vietnam
announced temporary suspension of their offer for Jjeint field
activities, citing US "hostile policy”™ as the rationale.

S8eptember - Decambar, 1988: Vietnam's September agreement to
resume cooperation on POW/MIA brought significantly increased
remains repatriations and increased joint fleld operations, a
pattern which continued until the first part of 1989.

October, 1988: General Vessey led a US delegation, including
Assistant Secretary of State Gaston Sigur, to New York*% for
meetings with SRV Vice Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co.

* Discussions focused on increasing bilateral cooperation on the
POW/MIA  issue and other humanitarian concerns of interast to
both countries.

* Vietnam and the US agreed that joint investigations and
surveys should be continued as should work at the technical
level to make joint efforts more efficient and productive.

62 REMAINS RETURNED IN 1988 WERE IDENTIFIED AS ANEPRICANS

February, 1989: President Bush reappointed General Vessey as
Special Emissary to Hanoi for POW/MIA Affairs.
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legation to New Yorkw#
91 General Vessey led a US de

%cgob;:ii;::ary discussions vith SRV Vice Minister Nguyen gy H@ﬁn
to ;%firm the agenda for a Vessey-led US delegation tollangl .
Dgscussions with SRV Foreign Minister Thach brought the following:

- Vietnam agreed to expand and refine the joint process to
account for missing Americans.

fforts to
d to conduct additional research e
’ ztl,:ﬂ:m d:gieeregardinq previously i mmsi:iqai:ecla ngi i;:;:g::ﬁﬁ
tional compelling discrepancy cases
sazgz'ozggired in whag ware then Vietnamese controlled areas

of Laos.

d joint endeavors

d US agreed to continue and expan

' :ze::;:o;: bilatgral efforts, particularly dealing with E:ei:
investigations and the need for speclfic data, as wve
access to eye-witnesses.

i Lambertson led
: Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
g‘ﬁ?”ﬁ:iégt:izn toikeg York+* faor talks with SRV Ambassador Trinh

Xuan Lang.

implementation of

essed the need for more sericus

' ::: lﬁééﬂ?ir 1989 Vessey/Thach agreements for accelerated
cooperation.

* vietnam reaffirmed their pledge to increase cooperation.

13 REMAINS RETDRMED 1IN 1985 WERE IDENTIFIED AS AMERICANS

i State Solomon led a US
1990: Assistant Secratary of
g:‘fi;:‘ézgn, including General Vessey, to New 1Ycu-k'ﬂr for discussions
with Vietnamese Vice Foreign Minister Le Mal.

- Discussions focused on Cambodia and the need to move rapidly
to resolve the POW/MIA issue.

geptember, 1990. Secretary Baker met_with SRV Vice Premier/Po;eigg
Higister "I'hach in New York. Emphasls/;;: flac:dtgznt;lh;enz:nt or
i to move now to resolve the POW -2-30 €
g:zznﬂgt become an obstacle to the pace Qnd scopedaf é:s;g;i:g
relations, once a comprehensiva settlement is reache n .

legation for meetings in
0. General Vessey led a.US de J :
3::2?:réot’;.c.ti with SRV Vice Premier/Foreign Minister Thac? 9?2
other %ietnamese officjals. (Secretary Bakgr Heiveda;T: i;azi's
restriction on officials of “enemy" countries to en ach:
party to travel to Washington, reinforcing US emphasis on reso g
the POW/MIA issue.)

i f a Jjoint research
jetnamese agreed ta formation o :
) E?ﬁf;i;ation seeking" team toO %ocqte and make available
historical documents relevant to individual cases.

_—r——
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The Vietnamese agreed to increased unilateral Vietnamesge
efforts to repatriate remains of U.S. personnel.

* US again (firast time since 1986) indicated willingness to
consider establishing a temporary POW/MIA team in Hanol if the
wvork-load was sufficient, noting that if dramatic Progress

were made, such an office could be retained on a permanent
basis.

17 REMAINS WERE RETURNED AND IDENTIFIED A AMERICANS IN 1990

April, 1991: Assistant Secretary of State Solomon provided the Uz

"roadmap® policy, outlining reciprocal steps toward resuming normal
relatione between the US and Vietnam.

April, 1991: General Vessey led an IAG delegation to Hanois* gor
meetings with SRV Vice Premier/Foreign Minister Thach.
* The US provided an assessment of joint investigations to date

and further outlined the need for cooperation to facilitate
POW/MIA results.

Vietnam rejected the US proposals and linkage of POW/MIA
cocperation to the pace and scope of the bilateral
normalization process as outlined in the US "roadmap.”

* Agreement was reached to establish a temporary US POW/MIA
Office in Hanoi. (US specialists establishad the office in

June, returning in late July for a continuous presence since
that time.)

August, 1991: Aasistant Secretary of State Solomon and Vietnamese
Vice Foreign Minister Le Mai met in Bangkok, in conjunction with
Cambodia settlement talks in the context of the Perm Five,

» Vietnam indicated atrong interest to moving more rapidly

toward normaljization of relations, focused on thelir view that
most of the discrepancy cases have been "resolved.”

Octobar, 1991: General Vessey led a US delegation to Hanoiw* for
meetings with newly appointed SRV Foreign Minister Nguyen Manh Cam.

Also, for the first time, talks were held with the Prime Minister,
newly appointed Vo Van Kiet.

* Vietnam (Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet) pledged “unconditional

cooperation” to resolve the issue.

* Vietnam reaffirmed earlier commitmenta.

4 REMAINE RETURKED IN 1991 WERRE IDEETIFIED A8 ANERICANE
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February, 1992: General Vessey led a military delegation to Hanoi
January 30-February lst. For the first time, talks were held with
SRV Minister of Defense Doan Khue, and Vice Ministers of Defense
and Interior participated in the plenary sessions. An important
document, the Military Region IV summary of shoot-downs, was turned
over. In the Joint Statement issued by General Vessey and Foreign
Minister Cam at the conclusion of their meetings:

* Vietnam and the US agreed to strengthen existing measures to
acquire and confirm information regarding missing Americans
and to continue to resolve remaining problems.

* vietnam and the US agreed to hold expert meetings to discuss
ways to accelerate resolution of the 119 LKA discrepancy cases
and to plan operations for the next 12 to 24 months.

* The US announced its intention to provide %$25,000 in disaster
relief to aid victims of a recent typhoon in Central Vietnam;
Vietnam requecsted that the US increase its contributions in
this area.

* Vietnam and the US agreed to hold meetings in Hanoi by the end
of February to further evaluate the US programs and Vietnam's
humanitarian needs.

* vietnam and the US reiterated the desire of their respective
governments for early normalization of relations.

March 1%92: Assistant Secretary of State Richard Solomon led a US
delegation to Hanoi (also Vientiane and Phnom Penh)*w,

* Vietnam agreed to provide access to records retained in
museums located in Ho chi Minh city and Hancoi and access to
an official who had direct knowledge of and responsibility
for US POWs during the war.

* Vietnam agreed to a live sighting investigation mechanism,
with short-term notification of location, and undertook one
such an investigation.

* Vietnam affirmed earlier agreements to recover and repatriate
remains' and agreed to another experts meeting to exchange
information on specific cases in which the US believes remains
should be available to SRV authorities.

* The US agreed to provide Vietnam with approximately $3 million
in humanitarian aid.

october, 1992: General Vessey led a US delegation, including
Senator John McCain and members of the POW/MIA Interagency Group,
to Hanoi to reinforce the need for dgreater Vietnamese
responsiveness on the Solomon Agreements.w«

7 REMAINE RETURNED IN 1992 WERE IDENTIFIED AS AMERICANB
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April, (1993: General Vessey ‘led another largely military
geleggtzon to Hanol to pursue additiocnal access to documents and
ecords.

July, 1983: Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs Harshel Gobar

Assistant Secretary of State for Asian and Pacific affairs Hlnstoﬁ
Lord and LTG Michael Ryan, USAF, Assistant to the Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff, led a US delegation to Hanoi. The group included
representatives of The American Leglon, Veterans of Forelgn Wars

Vietnam Veterans of America and AMVETS. The delegation relterataé
four points, outlined on July 2nd in conjunction with President
Clinton's decision to end US opposition to funding by the inter-
national financial institutions of development projecta in Vietnam.
The four points, listed as those requiring concrete résults bafora
the US would move forward, economically or pelitically, to improve
bilateral relations with Vietnam, are:

- Remains: Concrete results from efforts on Vietnam's part to
recover and repatriate American remains.

* Discrepapcy cases: Continued resclution of $2 LEA discrepancy
cases, live sighting reports and field activities.

* Laos: Further assistance in implementin trila
investigations with the Lao. 4 teral

* Archives: Accelerated efforts to provide all POW/MIA ralated
documents that will help lead to genuine answers.

August, 1993: Senior US (NSC-Wiedemann; State-Quinn; DOD-Roas)
o§f1c1als.met with Vietnamese Vice Foreign Minister Le Mai and Lao
Vice Foreign Minister Soubanh to develop a process for trilateral
cooperation to account for Americans missing in Laos, but in areas
under Vietnamese control during the war.

* Agreement was reached on bilateral US/LPDR and US/SRV fiald
operation within each country and meetings for exchanga of
- information among the three country's representatives.

* vigtnam agreed to do whatever the US requires to meet the
Clinton Administration's stated criteria.

On August 31lst, Vietnam provided long-sought Group 559 d Grou
875 documents to Us officials. ? P and Group

September, 1993: President Clinton renewed the US embargo against
Vietnam, but eased restrictions to permit US companjies to anter
into contracts funded by the international financial institutions,
reportedly to reciprocate for "significant progreas" baing provided
by the Vietnamese on the four points listed above.

3 REMAING RETURNED IN 1993 HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS ANERICANE
** Indicates participation of League Ex. Dir. Ann Mills Griffiths.
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POW/MIA COMNITMENTS BY PRESIDENT CLINTON/CLINTON ADMINISTRATION

December 10, 1993: The Presjdent, in letter to Senator Beb Smith,
{R-NH) dist;ibuted to attendeas of Veterans Brisfing Decamber 15th.

"... 1 have nmade achieving the fullest possible accounting for our
POW/MIAs the test of our relationship with Vvietnam. ...I Hll} POt
accept mare activity by Vietnam on POW/MIA issues as ‘progress'.

Novamber 11, 1993: The President, during his address at the Tomb of
the Unknowns, Arlington National Camatery, Washington, D.C.

"Our nation has a particular responsibility to pursue tha fate of our
rnissing from the wsr in Vietnam. On Mamorial Dey, I pladged hare that
our government would declagsify an¢ make available virtuslly all
documents relatad to thoss who never returned from that war, and that
I would de it by this day, Veterans Day. I can tall you that last
evening, the Secretary of Dafenss completed that task. That promise
has been fulfilled. I know that our government, ocur nation togathaer
have a solemn obligation to the families of those who are missing to
do all we can to help them find answera and peace of nind."®

July 16, 199%3: Deputy National Security Advisor Samusl R. Barger
in his address to the National Laague of POW/MIA Families 24th Annual

meeting.

"...The President understands that vhile the proceases underway in
Vietnam are important, the litmus tests here are concrete results and
solid answers. ...the President felt that it was best to use the IFI
decision as a vehicle both for recognizing Vietnamese progress to
date -- and, more importantly, pressing for further rasults. The
President specifically rejected suggestions that he lift the trada
embargo, partially or fully, evaen though that position disadvantages
American business. This is not a commercial or diplomatic issuas for
the President; it is a moral one. ... The Prasident will not move
forward on any bilateral economic or political steps -- on tha issues
we truly contreol -- until there are further tangible results from the
Vietnamese. Vietnamese efforts to date, while welcome, are not
sufficient to warrant changes in our trade embargo or further staps
in U.S.-Vietnam relationsa."

July 2, 1993: White House Press Statement by the President on U.§.
Policy Toward Vietnam

"...0ur policy toward Vietnam pust be driven not by commercial
interests but by the overriding purposs of achieving further progress
toward the fullest possible accounting of our POW/MIAs...Prograss to
date is simply not sufficient to warrant any change in our trade
erbargo or any further steps toward normalization. Any further steps
in relations between our two nations depand on tangible progress on
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the outstanding POW/MIA cases. We insist upon afforts by the
Viethamese in four key areas: Remains: Concrete results from effortg
on their part to recover and repatriate American remains.

gases; Continued resolution... Lagg: Further assistance 1ip
implementing trilateral investigatien with the Laog. :
Accelerated efforts to provide all POW/MIA related documents...™

May 31, 1993: During his address at the National Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, the President stated, "Today let us also renew a pledge to
the families....We will do all we can to give you not only the
attention you have asked for but the answers you deserve....Wa are
pressing the Vietnamese to provide this accounting not only hecause
it is the central outstanding issue in our relationship with Vietnam,
but because it is a central commitment made by the American government

_to our people. And I intend to keep it.”

April 23, 1993: During White House news conference.

Question: Before the U.S. normalizes relations, allows trade to go
forward, do you have to be personally assured that every case has bean
resolved...

The President: “A lot of experts Say you can never resolve every
case.... But what I would have to be convinced of is that we had gone
a long way towards resolving every case...and we're not there yat.
Again, I have to be quided a little bit by people who know a lot about
this, and I confess to being much more heavily influenced by the
families of the people whose lives were lost there or whose lives
remain in question than by the commercial interests and the other
things which seem so compelling in this moment. I just am very
influenced by how the families feel."

Mareh 22, 1993t Secretary of State Warren Christopher in his address
to the Council on Foreign Relations, Chicago, Illincis.

Question; What will be the U.S. approach to end the embargo in
Vietnam?

Secretary Christopher: "As you know, the United States has had two
primary preconditions to ending the embargo and to the normalization
of relationships with Vietnam. First was their support for the United
Nations peacekeeping efforts in Cambodia, and on that score, I would
say that Vietnam has fulfilled its obligations.”

"The second precondition was that we would be satisfied on the POW/MIA
issue.... our administration will be assessing that progress very
carefully to determine whether we can move further down the road, or
down the roadmap, tc use the technical term, toward normalization with
Vietnam....*



February 10, 1993:

puestion:
economic embargo on Vietnam.

George S

we've ge
that we have a full accounting of all MIAs,

we'll continue. ™

February 3, 19932
normalizing relations with Vietnam,

Agency inquiry.
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puring the regular White House briefing.

President Mitterand toaay asked the g.8. to lift the
Do you have any comment about that?

t "All I can say is
We want to make sure
and that's the policy

tephanopoules (Communications Director)
nerally supported the roadmap policy.

White House official reaction on policy toward
responding tc a Reuters News

wpresident Clinton has already stated we will only move forward when
there's the fullest possible accounting of all those listed as
missing."

PRE-ELECTION COMMITMENTS

Novembar 11, 1992 President—-elact Clinton's address, Veterans Day
Ceremony, Little Rock, Arkansas.

throughout my campaign, I will do my very best
lution of the POW/MIA issue...I have
111 be no normalization of relations
11 suspected of withholding any
accounting as is humanly

w__.as I have pledged
to pake sure we have a final reso
sent a clear message that there w
with any natlen that is at a
information. We must have as full an

possible.”

September 10, 1%92: Issuae paper, entitled "clinton-Gore on Issues of
Concern to Veterans.” ’

gue a national priority by insisting
on a full accounting of all POWs and MIAa before normalizing relations

with vietnam; working with the Russian government to reveal any
information it has on Americans held: and declassify pertinent

government documents.

March 17, 1992: Signed letter from Governor Clinton to League
Executive Director Ann Mills Griffiths.

»Make resclution of the POW/MIA is

wThank you for your thorough and helpful briefing on POW/MIAs. This
issue is certainly due proper attention and timely action.”®

January 6, 1994
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FINAL VERSION: 22 MAY 1992 (Copy provided to SRV}

REMAINS AND RECORDS BRIEF
INTECIUCTION

AL ARE VERY PLEIASED TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR BOTH
LDBEVER) A QF ©
ggg“;;lgasﬂc;q REVIEW IN DEPTH THE MATTER OF POW/MIA RECORDS Agg
POSSI.BL:;,‘ X TH OF WHICH HAVE GREAT BEARING ON OBTAINING THE FULLZST
inisees CCCOU‘NT'ING. DURING HIS LAST VISIT GENERAL VESSEY TOLD
E.XPEC';';TIONASH HOW THE‘L INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US HAS CREATED
SARTICULARLY ABOU'I; THZ DEGREE OF ACCOUNTING WHICH IS POSSIBLE-——
:30.0\10“ e ON ‘I;H:. REEOV‘ERY OF REMAINS. WHEN ASSISTANT SECRESTARY
EAEL‘T"‘;! 90}.5 HEE}:‘ IN ZARLY MARCH, HE REITERATED GENERAL VESSEY'S
cloLLiéT -A[ NT THAT I!iE'ORMATION ABOUT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO
heiutmad MERICAN REMAINS BOTH DURING THE WAR AND STINCE WOULD BE
VERY HELPFUL IN INCREASING UNDERSTANDING OF THE ISSUE, THE FACT
;iQTHLEHIS INE‘ORM:‘:\TION EXCHANGE IS TAKING PLACE IS A MEASURE OF EOW
:‘FTS ISHSI;JVEE COb:.'.. IN QUR JOINT EFFORTS TO COOPERATE IN RESOLVING
E)Igc s + WE ARE HERE 1IN THAT SPIRIT, HOPING THAT THESE
:‘qouu oSIRONS WILL BRING GREATER UNDERSTANDING, OPENNESS AND RESULTS
.s'.:RV UR COOPERATIVE _EE‘FORTS. WE WILL PROVIDE INFORMATION WHICH
ERVES AS A BASIS FOR U.S. POLICY REGARDING THZSE ISSUES. )

WE PROPOSE TQ BEGIN WITE A SUMMARY OF THE INFO

J PO, VITE I BMATION AVAILABLE
isDCgE%RNING YO_UR GENERAL SYSTEMS FOR COLLECTICON OF INFORM;TIgg
.AN 2 EII_I-\IS. WE WOULD THEN HOPE TO HEAR YQUR PRESENTATION ON THE
SAME SUBJECTS AND ANY OTHER YOU WOULD CARE TO RELATE, o

THE U.S5. HAS CQLLECTED A LARGE AMOUNT QF INFORMATION RE HG
:.‘21‘3"{ EO\'ERNMLNT'S RECORD-KEEPING ON U.S. CASUALTIES AND PO&;RD;‘?;
:;‘i::)l;;% EO E.OLLECT AND STORE U.S. REMAINS. TOCDAY WE WILL OU’TLI.\TE
;aw Ygu:bnqo.- THAT INE‘EJRP‘U\TION AND DESCRIBE OUR UNDERSTANDING OF
HOW YOUR PROGRAMS QF RZCORD-KEEPING AND REMAINS COLLECTION WQRKED
EE ::._.E. ‘AS INE‘OE%{!ATION THAT STRONGLY INDICATES TO US THAT YOU&
Kr-.‘V;..{(‘;LEé;T CPRES:.:VE‘.D ARD STILL MAINTAINS RECORDS ON AMERICANS
-C;\.‘ESDI‘ 3 __P.PTUR-D BY PAVN FORCES IN VIETNAM, AND IN LAQS AND

|.“_\ A, WS WILL ALSO DESCRIBE THE BASIS FOR QUR AS3SESSMENT TEAT
A"S.".-JIFJ.CANT NUMBER OF U.S. REMAINS EITHER HAVE BEEN RECOVEREI;MOR
EngELHD ‘E!E EAEILY RECOVERABLE, INCLUDING THE 17 PRIORITY
...;C\.iiPP.".{CE CASES NOTED BY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOLOMON DURING “}.S
RECENT VISIT TO HANQI, ON WHICH JOINT INVESTIGATION HAS CONFIRMED

E'JR':IG THE WAaR, U.5. rORCES CAPTURED THOUSANDS OF DOCUMENT MCh

”'- ::.‘_’E'J:.RE MANY DOCUMENTS ASSQCIATED WITH PAV;LH%r;‘:BIC'?i";gg
.'.A:\Dn-_.JG_ RE_‘CORII_)_-KEEE'ING AND REPORTING ON U.5. CASUALTIES AND
c::O::!:. QF Eh-_SE'. COCUMENTS DISCUSSED THE DIRECTIVES TEEMSELVES;
:.fl;._ ?—\SCUSSLD IRFCRCEMENT OF THE DIRECTIVES; STILL OTHERS NO"'—"S
Dx: ;D.:JA-L IESTANCES IN WHICH CADRE FAILED TO FOLLOW PROP-.E‘-'l
: -D:!A.ETr‘}i];;u r.'A.\ID REP(?RTING PROCEDURES . ADDITIONAL INFORMATION O;J
p&;.s, ERQHHR?“U"“&;S?DA?CI,‘S!RED FROM RALLIERS AND CAPTURED VIETNAMEISE
e PUBLI&A'};GNQZH J.5. POWS, AND FROM VIETNAMESE NEWS BROADCASTS
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DURING THZ POSTWAR PERIOD, REFUGEES AND OTHER PERSONS PROVIDED US
WIiTH INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S RECORD-KEEPING AKD
REMAINS COLLECTION SYSTEMS, BOTH-IN THE NORTH AND THE SOUTR, AS
WEZL!L AS IN AREAS TRAVERSED BY THE STRATEGIC ROUTE LINKING THE TWO
aND OTHER AREAS WHERE PAVN FORCES WERE DEPLOYED IN LAOS &AND
CAMBODIA. DURING JOINT FIELD ACTIVITIES, WE HAVE INTERVIEWED MANY
WITNESSES WHO TOLD OUR TEAMS ABOUT OFFICIAL RECORD-KEEPING ON
INDIVIDUAL CASES, RS WELL AS WITNESSES WHO KNEW OF CASES IN WHICH
OFFICIALS OF YOUR GOVERNMENT LATER RETURNED TO BURIAL SITES TO
COLLECT THE REMAINS OF MISSING AMERICANS. WE HAVE ALSQO HAD AM
OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW VIETNAMESE DOCUMENTS AND PUBLICATIONS THAT
CONTAIN IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON AMERICANS MISSING AND UNACCOUNTED
FOR DURING THE WAR. SOME OF THESE DOCUMENTS AND PUBLICATIONS ALSO
DESCRIBE YOUR GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO PRESERVE ARCHIVAL RECORDS
AND TO COLLECT U.S. REMARINS FROM ORIGINAL BURIAL SITES.

AS YOU KNOW, TO OUR GOVERNMENT, FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING MEANS
THE RETURN OF A LIVING PERSON, THE RETURN OF HIS OR HER REMRINS,
OR A CREDIBLE REASON WHY NEITHER IS POSSIBLE. WE KNOW THAT IT WILL
NOT 2E POSSIBLE TO ACCOUNT FOR EVERYONE BY THE RETURN OF A LIVING
PERSCN OR HIS OR HER REMAINS. IN MANY CASES IT WILL ONLY BE
POSSIBLE TO ACQUIRE INFORMATION ABOUT THE FATE OF THE PERSON OR
ABOUT THZ LOSS INCIDENT, MAINLY THROUGH RESEARCH INTO YOUR
ARCHIVAL RECORDS. IN SOME CASES, IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO LEARY
ANYTHING AT ALL. OUR ABILITY TQ IDENTIFY THIS LAST GROUP OF CASZES,
THOSE FOR WHICE THERE WIlL NEVER BE ARY ANSWERS, WILL ULTIMATELY
DEPEND ON CONFIDENCE DEVELOPED AS RESULTS ARE ACHIEVED A¥ND ON THE
SUCCESS OF OUR JOINT RESEARCH EFFORTS. THROUGH SUCH RESZARCH, A
REALISTIC ASSESSMENT CAN BE MADE REGARDING THE EXTENT OF YOUR
GOVERNMENT'S ABILITY TO HELP PROVIDE ANSWERS AND TO DETERMIKE
WHICH CASES WILL LIKELY REMAIN UNRESOLVED DUE TC LACX OF

HNOWLEDGE .
RECORDS

I'D LIKE TO SPEAK FIRST ABOQUT OUR EXPECTATIONS AS TO THE NATURZ
AN2 EXTENT OF INFORMATION THAT LIKELY COULD BE FOQUND IN ARCHIVAL

RTZCORDS.

BASED ON INFORMATION ACQUIRED THROUGH ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS, WARTIME
AND BREIFUGEE INTERVIEWS, AND OTHER SOURCES, WE HAVE LEARNED THAT
PAYY TEVELOPED A SPECIALIZED CADRE AND A DEDICATED ORGANIZATION TC
HANDLE FORZIGN PRISONERS AND CASUALTIES DURING THE FIRST INDOCHINE
WAR. THAT CADRE AND ORGANIZATION, WHICH APPEAR TO HAVE CONTINJED
TC OPERATE INTO THE EARLY 1960S, WAS ADAPTED TO DEAL WITH U.5.
FCRCES WHEN THEY WERE INTRODUCED INTO INDOCHINA.

ACCORDING TO OUR UNDERSTANDING, YOUR GOVERNMENT'S PRINCIPAL POW
!JLING ARM WAS THE CUC DICH VAN OF THE GENERAL POLITICAL
CTORATE, PAVN. THE CUC DICH VAN OPERATED IN CCNJUNCTION WITE
I MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY/MINISTRY OF INTERIOR., PAVK
DOCUMENTS IDENTIFY OFTICE 22, GROUP B75, DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY
JUSTICE, GENERAL POLITICAL DIRECTORATE, AS A COMPONENT THAT
MATNTAINED RECORDS CONCERNING U.S. POWS, AS WELL AS DZIAD

LR

219

AMERICANS . PAVN DOCUMENTS ALSC CONFIRM GROUP 875 HELPED SUPERVISE
THE COLLECTION AND PRESERVATION OF REMAINS OF DEAD AMERICANS.
ALTHOUGH GROUP 875 WAS DISBANDEDL- AFTER THE WRR, WE HAVE SEEN
INDICATIONS THAT ITS ARCHIVAL RECORDS, AND THOSE MAINTAINED BY THE
CUC DICH VAN AND THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, CONTAIN EXTENSIVE
INFORMATION ON AMERICAN CASUALTIES AND POWS AND ON YOUR
GOVERKMENT 'S EFFORTS TO COLLECT AND PRESERVE AMERICAN REMAINS.

ALTHOUGH THE RECORDS OF THE ELEMENTS MENTIONED ABOVE REPRESENT
POTENTIALLY THE MOST EXTENSIVE AND MOST VALUABLE COLLECTION OF
INFORMATION ON U S. POWS AND CASUALTIES, WE HAVE ALSO IDENTITIED
QTHER ELEMENTS THAT SHOULD HAVE SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION ON THESE
MATTERS. AT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT LEVEL, FOR INSTANCE, TWO
ORGANIZATIONS-~-THE DEPARTMENTS OF AIR DEFENSE AND THE NAVY--SHOULD
HAVE VERY USEFUL INFORMATION ON INCIDENTS INVOLVING DOWNED U.S.
AIRCRAFT AND THE FATE OF THEIR CREW. MUCH VALUABLE INFORMATION
SECULD ALSO BE LOCATED IN MILITARY AND CIVIL ORGANIZATIONS AT THE
REGIONAL AND PROVINCIAL LEVEL. YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS CONFIRMED WHAT
OTHER SQURCES HAVE TOLD US REGARDING THE IMPORTANT ROLE TRHAT
REGIONAL AND FROVINCIAL COMMANDS EXERCISED IN HANDLING U.S. POWS
AND IN DOCUMENTING AND REPORTING ON POWS AND CASUALTIES. SUCH
SOURCES EAVE ALSO INDICATED THAT THESE ELEMENTS PREPARED MULTIPLE
COPIES OF REPORTS ON INCIDENTS INVOLVING AMEIRICANS, ON POW
INTERROGATIONS AND ON U.S. BURIAL SITES. WE UNDERSTAND THAT YOQUR
REPCRTING PROCEDURES CALLED FOR THESE COMMANDS TO FORWARD COPIES
CF SUCH REPORTS, ALONG WITH I.D. MEDIA ASSOCIATED WITH 0.5,
PERSONNEL, TQ HIGHER HEADQUARTERS AND EVENTUALLY TO HANOI. COPIES
CF SUCH REPORTS AND SUPPORTING DATA SHOULD STILL EXIST IN ARCHIVES
MAINTAINED AT THE REGIONAL AND PROVINCIAL LEVELS, AS WELL AS AT
THE CENTRAL LEVEL. OVER THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS,'WE HAVE SUBMITTED
PROPOSALS TQ VISIT SOME OF THESE ARCHIVES.

ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT EXPECT TO FIND RECORDS ON 100 PERCENT OF OUR
MISSING, WE DO ANTICIPATE FINDING INFORMATION ON A VERY GREAT
WUMBER OF CASES. SUCH RECORDS SHOULD CONTAIN INFORMATION
DESCRIBING LOSS INCIDENTS AND, IN MANY CASES, DOCUMENTING THE FATE

_OF OUR PERSONNEL. MANY OF THESE RECORDS SHOULD ALSO INRCLUDE

INFORMATION REGARDING GRAVESITES AND WILL HELP US TO ASSESS
WHETHER REMAINS HAVE ALREADY BEEN RECOVERED OR MIGHT STILL BE
RECOVERABLE. INFORMATION FROM THESE RECCRDS HAS THE POTENTIAL TO
PROVIDE ANSWERS IN A RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME TO A LARGE
NUM2ZER OF FAMILIZS WHO STILL HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THMZ FATE OF
THEIR LOVED ONES. INFORMATION FROM YOUR ARCHIVES WILL ASSIST OQUR
5T EFFQRTS IN ALL AREAS OF MUTUAL CONCERN, INCLUDING
HVESTIGATION OF LIVE-SIGHTING REPORTS, RESOLVING THE LAST KNOWN
LIVE DISCREPANCY CASES, AND IN SUPPORTING OUR JOINT LONGER TERM
FFORTS TO REPATRIATE THE REMAINS OF THE DEAD YET TO BE RECOVERED
% THE MOST EFFICIENT WAY POSSIBLE.

J
I
A
£
I
REMAINS

oW, I WILL TURN TO WHAT WE BELIEVE COULD BE ACHIEVED THRQUGH

VIETNAM'S UNILATERAL EFFORTS TO RECOVER AND RETURN REMAINS AND
TERCUGH ACCESS TO RECORDS THAT DOCUMENT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS,
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SUCCESSFUL AND OTHERWISE, TO LOCATE AND RECOVER U.S. REMAINS. SOME
OF OQUR INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S RECORD-KEEPING
PROCEDURES REILATES TO VIETNAM'S EFFORTS TO LOCATE, COLLECT, AND
STORE THE REMAINS ©OF U.S. WAR DEAD. OUR INFORMATION ON THIS
PROGRAM COMES FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES DESCRIBING THE
COMPREHENSIVE SCOPE OF YOUR GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAM, ITS EXTENSION TO
THE SOUTH, TO RAREAS .ASSCCIATED WITH THE STRATEGIC ROUTE, AND TO
AREAS OF LAQS AND CAMBODIA WHERE PAVN FORCES WERE DEPLOYED.

ONE OF THESE SOURCES, A VIETNAMESE MORTICIAN WHC EMIGRATED TC THE
U.S5., REPORTED THAT HE PERSONALLY WORKED ON OVER 290 SETS OF
REMAINS THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT WERE THOSE OF AMERICANS., THE
MORTICIAN SUCCESSFULLY DEMONSTRATED TO OQUR EXPERTS THAT HE COULD
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN MONGOLOID AND CAUCASIAN REMAINS.: HE ALSO SAID
THAT IN THE HANOI FACILITY WHERE HE WORKED HE SAW MORE THAN 400
BOXES WHICH HE UNDERSTOOD HELD AMERICAN REMAINS. YOUR GOVERNMENT
HAS, OF COURSE, RETURNED A NUMBER OF REMAINS TOQ US IN SUBSEQUENT
YEARS, BUT COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER AND TYPE OF THOSE REMAINS WITH
THOSE THE MORTICIAN SAW REVEALS A SIGNIFICANT SHORTFALL. ALTHOUGH
VIETNAM HAS RETURNED OVER 400 REMAINS, MANY OF THESE WERE
MONGOLQID, AND MANY OTHERS DO NOT EXHIBIT EVIDENCE OF PRESERVATION
OF LONG-TERM ABOVE GROUND STORAGE DESCRIBED BY THE MORTICIAN AND
OTHER SOURCES. IT IS LOGICAL, THEREFORE, THAT WE ARE NOT ABLE TOC
COMCLUDE THAT ALL THE REMAINS PROCESSED OR OBSERVED BY THE
MORTICIAN HAVE BEEN RETURNED TO THE U.S.

THE MORTICIAN, WHOSE KNOWLEDGE EXTENDED ONLY TO 1977, PASSED A
POLYGRAPH CONCERNING HIS OBSERVATIONS. OTHER SOURCES, INCLUDING
SOME WHO HAVE ALSQ PASSED POLYGRAPHS, HAVE CONFIRMED WHAT THE
MORTICIAN TOLD US. MOST PROVIDED A HIGHER ESTIMATE OF THE NUMBER
OF REMAINS THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN COLLECTED AS OF 19%77-73%. THESE
OTHER SOURCES, INCLUDING WITNESSES QUESTIONED DURING JOINT
INVESTIGATIONS, HAVE REAFFIRMED THAT EFFORTS TO COLLECT AND STORE
U.S. REMAINS CONTINUED WELL INTO THE 1980°'S.

OUR ASSESSMENT ABOCUT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S REMAINS COLLECTION PROGRAM
IS INFLUENCED BY OUR UNDERSTANDING OF TRADITIONAL VIETNAMESE
BURIAL PRACTICES AND BY YOUR GOVERNMENT'S HANDLING OF FRENCH
REMAINS, SPECIFICALLY, THE PRACTICE OF INTERRING REMAINS IN
TEMPORARY BURIAL SITES, THEN REMOVING AND TREATING THEM BEFORE
FINALLY REINTERRING THE REMAINS IN A PERMANENT GRAVESITE WAS
FOLLOWED IN EOME INSTANCES WITH 0.S. REMAINS. IN ADDITION, YOUR
COVERNMENT UNDERTOQK TC RELCCATE THE REMAINS OF YOUR OWN SOLDIERS
TO REROES' CEMETERIES IN VIETNAM., THIS ALSO SUGGESTS THAT THE SAKME
FRACTICE COULD HAVE BEEN APPLIED IN DEALING WITE U.S5. REMAINS. )

TINALLY, OUR FORENSICS EXPERTS TELL US THAT APPROXIMATELY 70
PERCENT OF U.S. REMAINS RETURNED BY YOUR GOVERNMENT SHOW EVIDENCT
OF LONG-TERM STORAGE. BY THIS WE MEAN THEY EXBIBITED MINIMAL BONE-
MASS LOSS, COMINGLING WITH OTHER REMAINS OF INDIVIDUALS LOST IN
WIDELY DISPARATE AREAS, AND COATING WITH PRESERVATIVES AND/OR
DISINFECTANTS.

THUS, WHILE YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS RETURNED MANY SETS OF REMAINS THAT
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EXHIBIT EVIDENCE OF STORAGE, THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US LEADS
™0 THKE CONCLUSION THAT THERE ARE S$TILL AMERICAN REMAINS THAT ARE
READILY AVAILASLE OR EASILY RETRIEVABLE AND THAT COULD BE
REPATRIATED TO THE U.S. IN A VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. BY STORAGE
WE MEAN REMAINS KEPT ABOVE OR BELOW GROUND, COLLECTED INTOC ONE OR
MORE CENTRALIZED FACILITIES, OR LOCATED IN DOCUMENTED GRAVES. IN
TEIS REGARD, RECORDS THAT DOCUMENT THE SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF
YOUR REMAINS RECOVERY PROGRAM WOULD BE PARTICULARLY USEFUL. IF
THERE IS ANY GAP BETWEEN OUR EXPECTATIONS AND YOUR CAPRBILITIES,
IT 15 IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST T¢ CLOSE TRAT GAP.

TO GUIDE FURTHER DISCUSSION, WE HAVE PREPARED A SERIES OF CASE
NARRATIVES WHICH WE PROPOSE BE DISCUSSED BY TECHNICAL- EXPERTS FROM
BOTHR SIDES. WE HAVE WITH US SEVENTEEN COMPELLING CASES THAT SERVE
AS EXAMPLES 1IN SUPPORT OF OUR ASSESSMENT. THERE ARE MANY
ADDITIONAL CASES THAT COULD ALSO ILLUSTRATE THIS POINT, BUT WE
HAVE SINGLED OUT THESE BECAUSE THEY ARE THE CASES DISCUSSED BY MR,
SOLOMON AND MR. LE MAI, WE WOULD LIKE TO DESCRIBE THESE CASES

BRIEFLY TO YOU NOW.

CASE 1934 (ANDERSON) IS AN EXAMPLE OF A CASE IN WHICH THE
INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US SUGGESTS THAT YOUR OFFICIALS HAVE
ALREADY RECOVERED REMAINS. IN BOX 6 OF THE SEPTEMBER 1990
REPATRIATION, YOU REPATRIATED A SET OF REMAINS THAT WERE
ASSCCIATED IN AN ACCOMPANYING SRY DOCUMENT WITH INCIDENT DATA
RELATING TO CASE 1934. THE REMAINS IN QUESTION, WHICH DISPLAYED
FORENSIC EVIDENCE OF STORAGE, WERE NOT THOSE OF CASE 1934, BUT
RATHER THOSE OF ANOTHER AMERICAR LOST IN THE SAME PROVINCE MANY
YCARS EARLIER. WITNESSES INTERVIEWED DURING JOINT INVESTIGATION OF
THIS CASE IN NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1930 SAID OFFICIALS RECOVERED THE
REMAINS IN 1974-75. LOGIC THUS LEADS US TO THE CONCLUSION THAT
YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS RECOVERED THE REMAINS OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL

ANDERSON,

CASE 0680 (JEFFERSON). DURING ROUND 2 OF OUR JOINT INVESTIGATIONS,
VIETNAMESE WITNESSES DESCRIBED 15T LT JEFFERSON'S DEATH AND HIS
BURIAL ON A MILITARY STATE FARM. EXTENSIVE EXCAVATION AT THIS
LOCATION DURING ROOND 4, HOWEVER, FAILED TO TURN UP ANY EVIDENCE
OFf A GRAVE. YOUR MILITARY FORCES AT THE TIME CAREFULLY DOCUMENTED
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE INCIDENT, THE DEATH AND SUBSEQUENT BURIAL
OF 1ST LT JEFFERSON, AND THE CAPTURE OF HIS FELLOW CREWMEMBER,
CCOLONEL NORMAN C. GADDIS. IN FACT, COL GADDIS' CAPTURE RECEIVED
WIDE COVERAGE IN THE VIETNAMESE PRESS, DUE TC THE NOTORIETY
SYRROUNDING THIS CASE, THE ACCESSIBILITY OF 13T LT JEFFERSON'S
BURIAL SITE, ITS RELATIVE PROXIMITY TO HANOI, AND ITS LOCATION ON
“ILITARY PROPERTY, 1ST LT JEFFERSON'S REMAINS WERE AN OBVIQUS
CANDIDATE FOR EARLY RECOVERY.

CASE 0761 (DOVES AND SQUIRE}. DURING ROUND 7 OF THE JOINT
INVESTIGATIONS, JOINT TZAMS LOCATED WRECKAGE ASSOCIATED WITH THIS
INCIDENT. BASED ON THE TYPE OF AIRCRAFT AND THE CONDITION OF THE
WRECKAGE, IT WAS CONCLUDED THAT CAPTAIN DOVE AND MAJOR SQUIRE WERE
IN THE AIRCRAET WHEN IT CRASHED. THIS LOSS OCCURRED VERY NEAR THE
HEADQUARTERS OF BINH TRAM 14, WHICH WOULD HAVE PREPARSD AND
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FORWARDED REPCRTS TO MILITARY REGION AUTHORITIES ON THIS$ INCIDENT.
THESE REPORTS WOULD HAVE PROVIDED THE BASIS FOR THE ENTRY ON THIS
CASE THAT APPEARS IN THE MILITARY REGICN 4 RECORD OF U.S. AIRCRAFT
DCWNINGS. THESE REPORTS WOULD HAVE DOCUMENTED THE DISPOSITICN OF
THE REMAINS OF THE TWO U.S. AVIATORS AND RECORDED THEIR BURIAL
SITES. WITNESSES IN- VIETNAM HAVE INFORMED US THAT GOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS KAVE ALREADY RECOVERED SEVERAL SETS OF U,S. REMAINS FROM
THIS AREA OF ROUTE 20. REPORTS ON THOSE RECOVERIES, AS WELL AS
RECORDS OF THE ORIGINAL 0761 INCIDENT, SHOULD HELP CLARIFY THE
CURRENT LOCATION OF THESE TWC MEN'S REMAINS.

CASE 0B55 (HARDY). THIS INCIDENT INVOLVED TWO MEN, CAPTAIN
DERRICKSON AND FIRST LIEUTENANT HARDY, BOTH OF WHOM DIED IN THE
INCIDENT. ALTHCUGH THE DISPOSITION OF CAPTAIN DERRICKSON'S REMAINS
ARE NOT YET CLEAR, IT APPEARS THAT 15T LT HARDY'S” REMAINS WERE
RECOVERED BY VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS. WITNESSES INTERVIEWED DURING
ROUND 13 DESCRIBED THE RECOVERY AND BURIAL OF PARTIAL REMAINS AT
THAT TIME. DURING ROUND 14, YOUR GOVERNMENT PROVIDED US WITH A
LIST OF BURIAL SITES OF 25 U.,S. PERSONNEL WHO WERE KILLED IN
MILITARY REGION 42, 1ST LT HARDY'S NAME, ALONG WITH DETAILED
PER3ONAL DATA, APPEARS ON THAT LIST. ALTHOUGH THE TITLE OF THE
LIST DESCRIBES THE AMERICANS AS "KILLED AND TORN APART”, THE SRV
HAS REPATRIATED THE IDENTIFIABLE REMAINS OF FIVE INDIVIDUALS NAMED

ON THIS LIST.

CASE 0641 (O'GRADY). MAJOR O'GRADY WAS CAPTURED BY PAVN FORCES,
BUT HE DIED WITHIN A FEW HOURS. RECORDS ON THIS INCIDENT AND ON
MAJOR O'GRADY'S DEATH WERE FORWARDED TO REGION AND TO HQ 2B0TH AIR
DEFENSE REGIMENT. THESE RECORDS INCLUDED A RECORD OF MAJOR
O'GRADY'S ORIGINAL GRAVE SITE, WHICH WAS NEAR KILOMETER 21, ROUTE
12. CUR JOCINT INVESTIGATION TEAM ATTEMPTED TO LOCATE THAT GRAVE
SITE DURING ROUND 13 BUT WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL. SEVERAL WITNESSES IN
QUANG BINH PROVINCE HAVE TOLD U$S OF OFFICIAL REMAINS RECOVERY
ATTEMPTS THAT HEGAN IN THIS AREA IN LATE 1972, DUE TO THE
ACCESSIBILITY OF MAJOR C'GRADY'S BURIAL SITE AND THE FACT THAT
RECORDS DOCUMENTING THE LOCATION OF HIS GRAVE WERE AVAILARBLE TO
SRV OFFICIALS, WE BELIEVE THAT RECORDS OF THE EFFORT TO RECOVER
U.S. REMAINS FROM QUANG BINH PROVINCE WILL CONTAIN INFORMATION ON
THE RECOVERY OF COL O'GRADY'S REMAINS.

CASE (0826 (MOORE). PAVN UNITS RESPONSIBLE FOR DOWNING CA2TAIN
MOORE'S AIRCRAFT PREPARED REFORTS ON HIS INCIDENT ARD ON HIS DEATH
AND BURIAL. THKESE RECORDS, WHICH WOULD HAVE DOCUMENTED THE
LOCATION OF HIS GRAVE, WERE SENT TO MILITARY REGION 4 AND WOULD
HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE TO SRV OFFICIALS WHO, BEGINNING IN LATE 1972,
YISITED QUANG BINH PROVINCE TO REPORT ON THE FATE OF U.S. PILOTS
AND TO RECOVER THEIR REMAINS. WE BELIEVE THAT CAPT MOORE'S REMAINS
wCULD HAVE BEEN A NATURAL FOCUS OF THESE EFFORTS, AND THAT RECORDS
OF REMAINS RECOVERY ATTEMPTS IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE WILL CONTAIN
INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THIS CASE. ’

CASE 1843 (WILES). LIEUTENANT WILES WAS BURIED IN A WELL
DGCUMENTED AND EASILY LOCATABLE GRAVE SITE IN VAN TRACH VILLAGE,
30 TRACH DISTRICT. DURING ROUND 10 OF OUR JOINT INVESTIGATIONS,
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WITNESSES DESCRIBED THE BURIAL AND LOCATED THE ORIGINAL GRAVE
SITE. THEY ALSO TOLD US THAT OFFICIALS RETURNED TO THE GHAVE §IE
THREZE DAYS AFTER BURIAL AND EXHUMED THE BODY IN ORDER TO TARE
PHOTOS OF THE CORPSE, PRESUMABLY TQ FULFILL STANDARD REQUIREMENTS
FOR REPORTING ON THE DEATH OF U.S. PERSONNEL. WHEN OUR SXPERTS
EXCAVATED THIS GRAVE SITE, THEY REPORTED THAT THE GRAVE APPTARED
0 HAVE 3EEN PREVIOUSLY EXCAVATED WITH A THOROUGHNESS THAT
SUGGESTED A PROFESSIONAL RECOVERY. INFORMATION FROM WITNESSES AT
THE SCENE STRONGLY SUGGESTS RECOVERY WAS BY SRV OFFICIALS.

CASE 1747 (PEARCE). BASED ON INFORMATION IN U.S. FILES, WARRANT
OFFICER PEARCE IS RNOWN T0 HAVE DIED IN HIS INCIDENT. TFACTS
REGARDING THE LOCATION AND CONDITION OF HIS REMAINS, EVIDENCE THAT
PAVN TROOPS WERE QUICKLY ON THE SCENE, AND OTHER REPORTIHG
.':P(ELATING TO WO PEARCE STRONGLY SUGGEST TKAT REPORTS ON THIS
INCIDENT WERE SUBMITYED TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS AND REACHED KANOI.
THOSE RECORDS SHOULD PROVIDE VERY USEFUL DATA THAT WOULD
FACILITATE SRV RECOVERY OF WO PEARCE'S REMAINS.

CASE 1639 (PEDERSON). DURING ROUND 6, VIETNAMESE WITNESSES
CONFIRMED WARTIME EVIDENCE THAT SERGEANT FIRST CLASS JOE P.
PEDERSON DIED IN VIETNAMESE CAPTIVITY WHILE BEING EVACUATED TO A
W CRMP. TWO INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE ALSO CAPTURED WITH HIM, PRIVATE
SCBERT T. PHILLIPS AND SPEZCIALIST FOUR JAMES M, ROZO, SURVIVED AND
REACHED THE CAMP. WZ BELIEVE THAT RECORDS RELATING TO THE CAPTURE
CF ALL THREE MEN--AS WELL AS RECORDS FREPARED 5Y THE WARTIME CAMP
COMMANDER RELATIVE TO THE CAPTIVITY, ATTEMPTED INDOCTRINATION, AND
FATE OF PFC PHILLIPS AND SP4 ROZO---SHOULD ALSO CONTAIN
INFORMATION IDENTIFYING THE LOCATION OF SFC PEDERSON'S BURIAL
SITE. THIS INFORMATION SHOULD HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE TO PAVN FORCES
Wi0 WERE CHARGED WITH RECOVERING THE REMAINS OF U.S. WAR DEAD.
THOUGH THE EXAMPLZS CITED HERE PERTAIN TO REMAINS AVAILABILITY,
I. PEDERSON, WE ARE MOST ANXIOUS TO OBTAIN INFORMATION OH Pre¢
PHILLIPS AND SP4 ROZO, BOTH LAST KNOWN ALIVE DISCREPANCY CASES.

CASZ 0876 (SYKES AND REHE) . PRIVATE FIRST CLASS SYKES AND TE
TIRST CLASS REHE WERE CAPTURED ALONG WITH SIX gghEiargaéd
PZIRSONNEL. D.S. RETURNEES LATER REPORTED THAT WHILE THEY WERZ
3EING EVACUATED TCOWARD A PW CAMP, PFC SYXES AND PFC REYE WERE LEFT
EEEIND AT DIFFERENT LOCATIONS ALONG THE EVACUATION ROUTE BECAUSE
E‘H:.‘.’ WERE INJURED AND SLOWED THE PACE OF THE REST OF THE PARTY
ZACH WAS LEFT ALIVE, SEIVERELY WOUNDED, IN IDENTIFIASLE POSITIO.\.JS.
ECEC'J?IED 3Y YOUR FORCES. PAVN GUARDS LATER INFORMED THE U.S. PO%S
“HAT PFC REHE AND PFC SYKES HAD DIED FROM THEIR WOUNDS., DUYRING
INVESTIGATICH IN RCUND 5, LOCAL OFFICIALS INDICATED THE 30DY 05"3
SLACK SOLCIER, APPARENTLY PFC SYKES, HAD BEEN PREVIQUSLY RECOVER".-'D
E.’ THZ PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE. LOCAL OFFICIALS ALSO IN'DICATED
:-A'I‘ PAVH FORCES HAD RECOVERED ANOTHER SET CF REMAINS, PRESUMABLY
<HOSE OF PTC REHE, FROM THE CEMETERY OF A PAVN FIELD HOSPITAL.

0168 (MAYER). WITNESSES INTERVIZWED DURING ROUNDS 1 AND 2

CAss

ZAID THAT LIZUTENANT MAYECR'S REMAINS WERE TAXEN TO A HOS>ITAL
'-'\-'HE:E. THEY WERE AUTOPSIED AND PHOTOGRAPHED. THE R!‘.HAINS-NER::.
BURIED IN A CASKET IN LANG SON TOWNH CEMETERY. THE PHOTOGRAFHER





