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Died 11Sep67 v1clnity Quang Tri Province (Ot) Republic 
result gunshot wounds thru and thru che.t f~om hoatile 
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Mrs Patricia M Strauts 

Mr Kenneth L P lumado~:4J~ 

124 Mayar 5t. 
Syracua8 NY 13208 
266 Bryant Ave 
Syracuse NY 13208 
Dece.seS 

SQ.l tlO,oao.CD QJYEIMi& CISE mlEm OCT S -;tf/' 
.... _--------....; 

saa D£Sn111IUI It AI"""",,, Cf6SIb~ __ ~ 
II) a.AlH FOllIS JDl' 

._.-. .......... , ... . 
:::::::::::: ::: .... :;.:.:.:.: .. ;; ... ;::':.:'.::.::::~': ::::.:.::::::.::.:.:::: .... -... -., .-.-, •.... 

a 

DD :::"' •• 1300 

of Vietnam 
rift. fire 

rootnot. •• 
Moth 1 

Sis 

Fath 

USMC 



':"11'" ":-IC::'c Jo!:ob Javtt~ 
\'n o ",_"" "';cate~ Senate 
W.:J,:;;li.nltton 25, D. C. 

My dear Senator Javlts, 
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It is difficult to know now to beC1n thU letter, 0:" weeche:- 0:" 
not it con do any good. 

;·!rs. :n.lliam Mackey of 141 :1ooney Avenue, Syre.cuse. Hew Yorl-:, E. 
fr-irnd and cn-,",orker of mine, told h'ic of an incleent whicn hnr-!'~~~ 
to <I. friend of 'hers Just recently. Her friend is :·;'rs. lia:el Pl1l:::~ 
of Sy~acuse, New York, who 1s aware that ~iG letter 1s beir~ ~r:: 

Fi:"stof all, we will give you a short background of Mrs. ~lu~~do:"e 
j'l!'s. ?~umadore 1s a widow. ner only son, Kenneth" ?lUCID.d.ore, was 
killed in Viet Nam on or about September 21, 1967. Upon le~rninG 
of iler son's death, Mrs. Plumadore Guffered. a severe heart attacl-:. 

On :·ia:r )0, 1968 Kenneth PIUGIadore was awarded the Bronze Sta:"' 
'Oos:hu.'ilously; and it was on this date U:.&t his Clotiter finall:r :':01::: 
able to accept the fact that her son w~s deed. 

Jur:.r.-e the weey. or July :5, !96e, H!'.:. Pl:';"'i.adcre :·:a:-.t to tne '1'h:"'(1C 
~""'/a:,: Inn. whicn ~s just out~:.d.e ,,:' Syrp...:::.:.se. ~!ol"': :!c.:-k. 7:. ',j we!"' 
~a,:"":'lne: ~lr. Peter Hurkos. i'i!". iturko: !.s, suppo:oec.ly, an e:q)e:-: 
:r. ~;(trazen~ory perception. 

:·;r". ?lumodore · .... as .on the stage ..,i t::. Mr. Hurko:3, Cine. gave h:!.:: c:. 
p;c';;J:'e or her ~on, face down. ;'1::". Ru:"kos identified the ~:..ct;.;.!'a 
a: ~e:- ~on. and told ~er t;at sne thought her sor.·~a:l 'eac.. 
:;e t::'en told Mr::>. Plumadore the injuries her son receive!!, wi" • .:.::::' 
........ rp. coest, shoulder and lee woundr.. ' He told her "Ct.at ili;:: buC.t!.i~:; 
:cft him in the belief that he bled to death. 

:'::'. Iiuricos desc:-ibed to Mrs. Plucaadore. a ring that he!" scr. .... 3.:1 
..... ea!"":..n.g, a !"ing that she had zo1ven to,him just before he went in"t.: 
the :':arine Corps. 

He t~ld her that her son had ·called out to a person named vohr. t~o 
Me nad been hit, and asked-h4m' to help, and that this person (John 
would be able to tell her that. 

':her. ;"ir. Hurkos proceeded to tell Hr!>. Plwnadore that her son ~/a~ 
a1 ~ ve. He said that his buddles left hlm for dead, but that he "/';!':­

no~ dell.d. He told her that h.l:; "body "'as found by the Chine~e, to.i:( 
to Ch~~O, and tn3t he 188 in a prison camp there. 

(CON'T.) 

• 
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Hr. lIurkos ~o.1d ';ha~ he could see Ken:l.e"th Plu .... acicre wnlk!.~ 'IIith 
i:-c:l. sho.ckle~ en hts hands .• and fee'; in 1;he pri~on C:l3l9 in Chi:--.a. 

:1r~. Plumodore was, ur.derstandably I shaken. 

i.:'l.ct" the ::;hO~t. Mr::;. Plumo.dore IDOde an appointrncr: •. ::0 l"ill'Je Co 
vr~vate re.'·ul ... n:;!;, anti t.hi:; was scheduled. for July 22, 1966. The 
prlvate rendings are for on.-~~lr hour, and the cost is $50.00. 

On July 19. i96S Mrs. Plumadore called her Cong~es$man, 
~cpresentative James Hanley. He went to her horne Ci~ talked with 
ner, and told her that he'would check on "r. Hurkos 2nd ~~ke 
cver:' effort to find. out the truth. • 

O~. JL:.!y ~2, 1968 "r3. Plurr.adore.· ~n': he:- dau5hte!", ?at:-icia. to the 
p •• vo.te _ coding, as she waa sOllewWiL.t· r.ar!"al of go::'r>! he:o.::el!'. 

At ":he ;'I~!.vate readir.g, il!r. ilurko: reae:"a-:e~ tn$~ i<en!".!!;!'. Plu:::ccic.re 
WDC allve, and a prisoner 1n a Chinese:.pri30n camp. 

'.Ie rc~l1%e that Representathe Hanley "111 do al' he can, and \Ole 

~re ~riting to you, as well as to several others- in hopes th~t 
.Jett.er re~ults can be obtained. ' 

~.:1t.';'e .!~.!et to gai:1 by -:hi5 :'etter 1& an !.nve::tig.s-:::'or. ir.;;c 
: •• ~~rkos .::tatemer.ts, because we feel that this is ~ d:-eadfa~ 

"!xj)c. ~~ncll' for any pe.:osQn to u.nder:;o. 

~·I!_e.o un4erstand the implications of ar.y A::aric2.!! se:-'!:cacsn ba:.~..;: 
..e.l.e. prisoner in China, and the consec).lence or :i3::a. 

~:~o, ~~ould ~ou k!.nd.ly infoMn us 'if there is anytr.i:lg" -;ha.-: we, as 
!" •• vat.e Ame:-i:can cit1zens, can do in 2. situation of u.is t;rpe. 

::-:ank:ng you ,in advance fOil anythll1i you may be able to do, l'Ie :"e::ai::. 

?S. 

Very' truly yOWl'S, 

u~tl~ 
(Miss) WI~REU A. KEO~~ tT 

and 

~~ ~A MAC~·'---' 
Mrs. William ~~ckey 

A:so. in ~assir~, we would 11ke to lnform you that nel-he~ 
?:c:-:.r,eth rlumadore's body, nor his personal etfects we;.· 
eve!"" :"ecovere4. ' 
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~ongrt" of tbt lInftd. 6tatts 
"Oale of ltcprrsmtltibd 
.... 1 ........ ' 205\5 

AUC;1£t 20 , 1966 

: 't ~. .1CiZe:l Pll.olaadore 
_ 24 Haj"ar Street 

.... .a!"" I~r"", Na-l York, 1 a20R 

In tflE, temporary absence fran this officE: of 'Ole 
Congressman dU'ifig tha recess of the ~s, I am taking 
t~ •. lil:er'ty of oending you the enclosed report:. 

In view of your unsettlir.g experience with Mr. Peter 
~.er}.os t I requested the Marine Corps Headquarters to check. 
.:;.il available ;Jrisoner of war lists and as you can see your 
: 'Jr. I $ narne: was never listed. 

I rop., that this repert will help to confinn the 
: i tuat ior. and \0-1111 help to alleviate your Q)ubts and anxieties 
.;.~ Q. result of your conversation with Mr. Berkes. 

If t~re is any further manner'Tt wen this office may 
:-e ;.elpful to :;OU, do let us know. 

.>:-:: ::.: 

~.ith ~iilnnP.~t c«'earci:-;, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

~~z./i __ '1 ""1/I~U~,.-'-:.:1. 
John F. Maha\ey 
Adminis1rative Assistant 
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11 AUG:1968 
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on, 2'-'ApHl ~:19'lf!:t'iil!"'.r"71i8aa1~aJI4·Gil:aUOn 'veri! 'for­
warde4d:a:tb81i~<'1et Mar " "-''':,D1e 1 " 
Rev ,York"'for'lnaCifttat:icm:";"." ,;;.-<"~1at. tr at,.I.iI 
to Mr •• pl,."4ano'. -- aeremany,-

tDfoiiiiaf.iOil' nCltWi4 'at'l:1iliflieio4~"COnfiDi8thal:'ai1 
otLanae ClOrpOZ'a1 '1'lana4Ore'. perIlOIU,];effllCtll, W1i1chwere 
lOcated 'ill. vtiti:iuolil "oinoiec1'On~",' .. " '",,' ,<. '" hi ..... to', _. _." ~._ ._"'._. ____ ". ", .,.ware 8.nor- ". 
Mrs. P1Ulllll4ore .u.a: nice1pte4 fQr ,her ,on 4 07anuary 1968., 

'rii"" abOve"'1llfomatioft "'iiU aliio l:_'l:~aea the Honoreb1e 
07 __ M. Hanley ill reiiponse to b1ll 1e~ of'22 JUly 1968. 

Your 1nterellt1n -ttUII" ~"9'~::~"-"":Carpl :J>!U'-' 
nel 111 apprec1al:ed;aJi4,:X' trwItc that :the",forevo1D9 ,1nfcir- , 
....tion will· be· ofa8iiillt.iliC8'tO:jOU'; , ' ,", ,,,' 

" S1ncerely. 

LAWRENCE F. SNODDY, Jr •• 
CoI"onel, u.s .. Marine Corps 

~sistant Director at PersoDns1 



Pr=. 
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UNITED STAreS MARINE CORPS 
1ftIf'aC'I'000000TRUCTOR aTAA' 

COMPANY • (RIJN) 
ITH TANK IlATTALJON. FII'. USIICR 

MANNE COftPS RUQIY! TRAINING CEHTUI 
P.O. BOX H. EAST MOLLOY 6 TOWNUNl ROAD 

SYRACUSE, HEW YORK 1:un 

tcspectar-Ins~ructor 

·~Y""TO, 
3040 
mmI 
26 Feb'1986 

COIIIIII&IldaDt of the Marine Corp. (Code MHP-IO), Headquarters, U.S. 
Marine Corp., w •• h1ngtoa. D. C. 20380 

WCE: CORPORAL PWMADORE, KEIflIl!'l'B L. SERI 2256131/0311. tJSM:'; CASUALTY 
ASSISTANCE OF !fElT OF kIll OF UlIACCOUJITZD FOR MARIO CASE 01" 

(.l etC ltr MHP-1O-3 oYer 3011.0 dtd 15Ju86 

(1) CleO Fact Sheet 
(2) Optional. Discloeu.n Form 81gaed. by MiSi Patrici. Plumadore 

1. :0 accordance ~th the reference, the uait's ca.ualtT aillst&nce otticer con­
-=.a<:.~ and vb1 ted. Miss Patr1ci. P1umadore the silter ~ !&nee Corporal PUlMADCRE. 
She' :on!irmed. the 1ntona&tion' stated on the tact sheet (eaclolure (1» &lid intcn1ed 
~~1s off1cer that her mother Mrs. B&~el P1umadore lived at that &ddrell but vas 
:-.:.r:-ellt1y ill poor health and. being ho1lPitalized. Mi .. Pl~ore al.so at that time 
!~:!ed the Opt10n&l D1sclo.ure Fora (enclosure (2)), She al.so V&I givea a copy 
0: !~e DD ro~ 1300 of her brother. The MIA booklet &lid cbaDce ot .ddre •• 
card va. also left vith her. 

2. ?01nt of contact for this un1t 11 Capt&in D. V. CARLSOlI CCllllllercial (315) 
... Sl.-9STT. 

~~ 
D. W. CA!WiOn 

C~~y :0: 1st MCD, Garden City, LI, NY Casualty Section 

• 

•• 
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L·.S. SAVAL ACADEMY ALUMNI AS.~OCI.~TION 
.,~c~e"l HOUSE. ANNAPOLIS. MARYLA:-ID 2IJAl2.S068 

3 April 1991 

J .... s w. " .. ~. JR. 
COl.OtoIL U 1 M <: '''I"!"J 
QI~ 01- "IIaICAnc,.s 
'1O'1~ 

Dear Miss Plumaaore, 

Your letter was w&iting for me at home when we returned 
fro~ Camp Pendleton, California. We haa been out there 
visiting cur daughter-in-law and grandson. My son is .out 
of town." He is a captain of Marines. His brother is a 
pilot in the Far East. 

I ask your indulgence in my typinq this. It is not 
because I &m tee lazy to write but rather thAt my hand­
writing is not the -asiest to read and I find I type much 
better than I write. 

I have anc!osed two items which will give you some 
fe~ling for what occurred on 21 Septembe~ 1967 and on 
~~her days as well. I sense that 7CU wculd like to know 
0: some of your brct~e='3 expe=~~~c~s. Since I had 
~!.-:tcst 1,0)0 :-ta=ine i:: ;.he bae~alion, I did not know 
all of the~. I did noe know your brother. I did not know 
~Cpl. Barker although his older brother and I had been 
captains together. 

i am disturbed by your stAt~~ent that your brother's 
oody was not recovered. To my knowledge all dead were 
recovered when we subsequently returned to the enemy 
?Osition. I am gOing to try to contact the Company F 
Commander who I last heard of in Quantico and one of 
the lieutenants in the Company who my son told me was in 
Camp Pendleton at the beginning of the year. When I do 
I will be in contact with you aqain. 

This is pretty skimpy information but I wanted to get 
my reply off to y~u as quickly as possible ina~uch as 
it was delAyed by my being away when it arrived. 

It may be extremely belated to offer my deepest 
sympathy a~d sorrow at you loss but believe me it is 
sincere. 

Sincere1.¥ ' 
! .1".. 

\JY 
James ~. kammond, Jr • 
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t:onl(rtSs of tf.Jt 1tnittb 6tatts 

July 11, 1991 

MS. Pat Pluaadore 
616 Plymouth Dr. 
Syracuse, Nev York 13206 

Dear Ms. Pluaadora, 

• 0Ut Df Btprdmtatibnl 
....--. II( 20515 

I have just been notified by capt. Scarboro, Congressional 
Liaison tor the United Stat •• Marin. corp., that they are 
investiqatinq the ofticial status ot your brother'. casualty 
listing. They will notify .. ot the results wben campleted. 

I will contact you .a 800n a. I receiv. intoraation. In the 
m.anti.a, it you have any question. pI .... contact ay district 
director, John McGUire, at tel. 423-5657. 

B.st wiShes. 

Sincerely, 

lk-:/:ls~ ~:::r ot Congr ... 
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DEPARTMENT Of THE NAVY 
HEAOOUARTtItS UNITED "ATU ..,.,.,.. COAPI 

WAaHlNGTOH.D.t. ....... 

Tbe Bonorabl. J .... T. Walsb 
".abar, United Stat •• Bou •• of 
Repre.ent.tty •• 
P.O. 80& 730' 
5yraea •• , ar 13261-7306 

Attant10DI Jobn McGuire 

D.ar Mr. W.~.b: 

Tbis r •• pond. furtber to your latter of JUDe ZO, 1"1, concerning 
the laCe Lance Corporal Kennetb L. Plu.adore, U.S. Hazine Corp •• 

LAnce C('Irporal Plu.adore va. ne.er U.ted .. at .. ing in action. 
His official atatua ia, and ba. bee., killed in action!body not 
reco.ered. The ayllbol after bie ~ on tbe Vietn .. Vateran. 
Me.orial indicate. tbat Lance Corporal Plu.ador.'. r ... ina vere 
never recovared. but his deatb v .. confir .... 

Lance Corporal Pluaadore·. deatb occarred on Saptaabar 11, 1117, 
in tbe vicinity of Qan9 TEi Proviac •• "public of Vi.ta .. , when 
he lustained guns bot wound. to tbe cbest .. tbe re.ult of rifla 
fire wbile engaged in action .. alnat boatil. fore... During a 
searcb and de.troy ai •• lon, Lanee Corporal .lDaador.'. ODit c ... 
under inten.a rifle and -or tar fbe fra a _rically .aperioE 
torce and suffered beavy eaaualti... !'be uit witJidr .. b_ the 
conflict. and a nuabeE of de..s aDd VOWId" were Ee.v" by ... il-
able perlonnel.. Regrettablt, LaDce Corporal .lua.dore'. r ... ill8 
were not .. on9 tbose recovered, DOr we". tn, ..oIl9 r ... iDI lata, 
reco •• red fro. the area. Due to tba bea., •• chaDve of fire 
betw •• n boa tile Ind friendly force •• it vas deter.in" tbat tn 
remains of seve"ll Marine. bad baeD. con.....s· b, artiUery and air 
supporting w.apons fir •• and tbat furtber "eeo.e"y efforta would 
have pro •• n fruitl •••• 

Lane. Co"poral PIu.adore·1 li.t.r, 'atricia, vas notified of btl 
deatb and tbat bil re.ains bad not been raao .. ~ed by telev'" on 
S.pte.cer 27, 1967. Bi • .otba, received peElonal notification by 
a Harine Corps repre.entati •• , followed bf a tele,E". 

As •• atter ot iatoE.ation. the 'E.aident poatbu.oally .warded 
Lance Corporal Pluaadore tbe IEonz. Star -.del with c~at ~. 
for his b.roic achiev.ment dUE in, the encounter that took bil 
life .. 
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I regret a more favorable reply caaaot be provided, &ad bop. tbis 
infor.~tion viII b. of ... lataace to you. 

liDcel'al.J'. 

~ 
L. B. WOOD 
Bead, Special Correspondence 
~r aDd .... 1'.. Affairs 
Depu_t 
By direction at tbe Co ... ndant 
of the liar iDe Corp. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
WilAOQuAliTIM UNItID STATU ...... Na CORPS 

WAIHtNGTON. D.C. 20311)·0001 

Mi.. Patricia Pluaadora 
616 Plywauth Drive 
syracuaa, MY 13206 

Dear Mi.. Pluaadore: 

In k •• pinq with the 0.5. Govarn.ent policy of pa •• inq on to the 
next of kin of ai •• inq or unaccounted tor .. rviceaan any 
intormation received, the attached intoraatlon reqardinq your 
Brother, the lat. Lane. Corporal Kenneth L. Pluaador., 0.5. Karine 
Corps i. provided. W. will keep you intomed. of any action. 
r •• ultlnq !rca thi. information. 

It you have any qu •• tiona recjardinq this .. tarial, pl.... contact 
Gunnery Sarq.ant Ern •• te Bent of a_clquartera. u. S. Marina Corp. 
at (703) 696-2069. 

Ene1: 

Sincerely, 

leI... B~ 
It. L. BAXER 
captain, u.s. brine Corp. 
Adaini.trative Officer 
CUualty Section 
Personal Affau-. BranCh 
BuaaJI Ruource. Divialon 
By d.irection of 
the Co..anclant of the Marine corp_ 

(1) JCRe repo~ of February 1992 
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JOINT TASK FORCE FULL ACCOUNTING 
NASBARBERSPOINT,HAWAII 96862 

CASE 0839-0-01 

IWIIIATIVE 

ON 21 SEPT!J1BER 1967. LANCE CORPORAL ItEHN'ETH L. PWHADORE, 

COMPANY r. 20 BATTALION. 4TH KARINE REGDIENT. lRD MARINE 

OIVISION, WAS WOUNDED OURrHG OOKBAT WITH PEOPLES ARMY OF VIETNAM 

FORCES IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDIHATES YDIll"'. 

APpROXIMATELY 14 KILOMETERs NORTHWEST OF DONG HA, QUANG TRI 

PROVINCE. DUE TO THE IHTENSE HOSTILE FIRE. HIS UNIT WAS FORCED 

TO WITHDRAW LEAVING lANCE CORPORAL PWKADORE AND FOURTEEN OTHER 

SOLDIERS BEHIND. ON 10 OCTOBER 1"', THE AMERICAN FORCES 

RETURNED TO THE BA'l'TLE AREA AIID RECOVERED THE REMAINS OF 14 

INDIVIDUALS. AMERICAN' FORCES LEARNED THAT PAW FORCES CAP'l'URED 

THE 15TH INDIVIDUAL AND TOOK HIM AWAY IX THE DIRECTION OF VINR 

t.:NH. ON 19 APRIL 198', VIETNAJII RETUJUfED THE REKAINS OF A PERSON 

PURPORTEDLY CAPTURED DURING THE SAKE E:RGAGEMENT IN WHICH LANCE 

CORPORAL PWHAOORE WAS LOST. ~OWEVER, THE REMAINS WERE NOT THOSE 

or u..NCE CORPORAL. PLUllAOORE. 

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS rOLtDws: 

~AHE: PLUMADORE. KENNETH LEO 

RANK: tANCE CORPORAL, U.S. MARINE CORPS 

DATE or BIRTH: 28 JANUARY 1949 

RACE: CAUCASIAN 

u:rC;;HT: 1.85 METERS 

wEIGHT: 80.2 KILOGRAMS 

HAIR: BROWN 

EYES: HAZEL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATU MARtNE CORPS 

WASHINGTON, C.C. 20.).11001 

The Honorable James T. Walsh 
Member, United States House of 
Representatives 
P.O. Box 7]06 
syracuse, NY 13261-7306 

Attention: John McGuire 

Dear Mr. Walsh: 

AUG 24 1992 

i'~'''';:O .:·!lSa;> .... 'h,;.b lolL Li .... l. 1..-0 y( .. u" j .ttar u: ..;u1t £, lS9~, to G~ncl.e.l 
c. E. Mundy, Jr., concerning the late Lance Corporal Kenneth L. 
Plumadore, U.S. Marine Corpa. I am anawering on behalf of General 
Mundy. 

No evidence exists in Lance Corporal Plumadore'a Karine corp. 
casualty file to suggest that hia death did not occur on September 
21, 1967, on the battlefield near Con Thien, Republic of Vietnam. 
Lance Corporal Plumadore was never liated as mi •• ing in action. 
His official status was, and i., killed in action (RIA)/body not 
recovered (BNR). 

On september 21, 1967, Lance Corporal Plumadore was .erving with 
Company F, 2d Battalion, 4th Marin... During a .earch and d.atroy 
mission near Can Thien, the battalion suffered heavy casualties 
when it came under intense mortar, saall arms, and heavy machine· 
gun fire. In the early stage. of thia attack, Lance corporal 
Plumadore received a mortal -through and through- cheat wound at 
extremely cloae range. The inten.ity of the battle forced the 
battalion to withdraw from the conflict. During the withdrawal, 
a number of dead and wounded were removed trom the area, but Lane. 
corporal Plumadore's remaina were not among thoae recovered. H.­
was one of 15 KIAs left behind. Subsequently, U.S. mortar. 
<:=-'ti..!l:!;!'~·, ::.n: .eo!:::, :::~rike£' ~·:~r3 :::~ll'!)d in on the e..-,.c=.)' p~&itiQn. 

On October 10, 1967, the battalion mounted an operation to reCover 
its dead from the battlefield. Of the 15 Marinea left behind, 
only 14 sets of remains were recovered. Though all were severely. 
mutilated or dismembered, 12 of the remaina were immediately 
identifiable, while the other two Were problematic. Neither, 
however, proved to be those of Lance Corporal Plumador., and it 
was thus concluded that his remaina had been consumed by exploding 
ordnance on the battlefield. His statu. waa appropriately listed 
as KIA/BNR, and his family was so notified. 

The first indication that someone may have survived that battle 
did not occur until April 10, 1986, when the Socialist Republic of 
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Vietnaa (SRV) returned a set of reaains to U.S. control. The SRV 
indicatad that the d.eceasad had. been captured. near Con Thien on 
September 21, 1967, and had expired in a field hospital on 
September 21, 1967. Attar inv .. tiqatinq the utter, the Defense 
Intalliqence A9ency (DIA) concluded that. 'O.S ••• rvie ... n 
probably had been captured near Con Thien on Septe.ber 21, 1967, 
had. been IlOVed. out of the area, and died a f_ day. later in an 
enemy hospital. 

The Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii (CILHI) alao 
conducted an inv •• tiqation. To date, the eILSI bas not identified 
the repatriated reaains, but it baa deter.ined that they are not 
ti.l0sa of Lclnc-. COLpol."al PIUlMladu;i:e. The r6l;&ina are those 0::: a 
shorter, older individual, and the teeth did not aatch. 

unfortunately, the Marine corps did not in10ra Lanea Corporal 
Plumadore'. taaily of the toreqoinq, nor did we docuaent this 
development in his recorda. Thi. va. not in k.epinq with our 
policy of providinq all .. terial infor.aation concerninq KIAa to 
the next of kin, and I regret the difficulties the Plumadore. have 
experienced as a re.ult of our error. 

QUeations reaain concerninq the historical intoraation concerninq 
the battle in Which Lance Corporal Pluaadore was killed and the 
subsequent recovery effort. Clearly, the battalion va. not aware 
that an individual had purportedly .urvived and been captured by 
the enemy when the co.aand chronologie. were written. In thoae 
chronologie., total K1As included BHRa. The hi.torical account of 
the recovery effort i. ba.ed on the c~ent.a ot the battalion 
commander, and it i. his opinion that all re.aina vere recovered. 
While it i. ao.t cartainly Karine Corps policy to recover our 
dead, the_battalion comaandar'. knowledge ot the recovery effort 
may not be first hand, and it i. not con.iatent with the SRV's 
account of the repatriated r ... ins. 

In l~~:, the :oint ~3ck Force-Full ~cccuntinq (JTF-FA) cr~ated 
documents for use in neqotiatinq with the SHY. The.e documenta, 
or narratives, were the u.s. Government'. -current focus- case., 
or those the Government believes the SHY .hould bave Bo.e 
knowledge of. Lance Corporal Pluaadore'. case wa. one of .ore 
than 40 Marine Corps cases that .. t the criteria of a -current 
focus" case. The narrativ .. concerninq thea. ca ••• were supposed 
to contain factual historical data only, which had already been 
provided to the faaili •• of the individuals. This was not true in 
the case of Lance Corporal Pluaadore. Sa.. of the information 
pertaining to him waa erroneous, and saa. bad not previously been 
provided to his family. 

, 
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The JTF-FA delivered copies of the narratives to the Casualty 
Section of this Headquarters, requestinq that we forward them to 
the concerned f-aily members. Regrettably, because of the urqency 
of the delivery requir .. ent and the volume ot intormation, the 
details of each ca.e were not confirmed. Ma. Patricia Plumadore 
received a copy of the JTF-FA report with our letter of May 28, 
1992. Thia waa her first indication that aoaeone may have 
survived the battle in which her brother was reportedly killed. I 
truly regret the renewed grief Ma. Pluaadore haa experienced .a a 
result of thia information. 

On June 10, 1992, Ms. Plumadore telephoned our Casualty section 
;:;.r.d :;.po~a · .. ith captilin Dri.:.n ~t'.mnn, ·...,ho agreed to try to fina 
answers to her many questions. He has maintained contact with her 
by telephone and in person at the Hational Leaque of Families 
Conference held in Washington, DC, from July 23 through 27, 1992. 
On Ms. Plumadore's behalf, Captain Bohman reviewed DIA, JTF-FA, 
and CILHI filea, as well as other available data concerning Lance 
Corporal Plumadore, and provided her with the results of his 
research. Durinq Ms. Plumadore'a visit to Washinqton, she 
reviewed her brother's records and other pertinent uncla.sified 
data, and expressed satisfaction with the Marine Corps efforts to 
respond to her concerns. Captain Bohaan remains ready to assist 
Ms. Plumadore should she have any additional questions or require 
further assistance. 

Your concern on behalf of Ms. Plumadore is appreciated. I trust 
this intormation will be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely, 

K. T. COOPER 
Lieutenant General 
t!. S. !.farine CO~8 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Manpower and 
Reserve Affaira 
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DEPARTUENT OF THE ARMY 

TAPe-PED-H (600-8-1m) 29 october 1992 

MEMORANDUM FOR Head, P@rsonal Aftairs Branch, Headquarters, 
United States Marine corps, Washinqton, DC 
20380 

sce~ECT: Questions Posed by the Family ot the late Lance 
Corporal Kenneth L. Plumadore 

1. I regret the delay in responding to your letter 3040, 
MHP-IO, dated Jul )0, 1992, which posed questions by the family 
of the late Lance Corporal Kenneth L. Plumadore. We have been 
attempting to acquire all the ant.morte. and mortuary records 
for the 14 Marines who were killed in the Con Thien incident and 
· ... hose remains were subsequently recovered. The record. ot two 
of those 14 are incomplete, and thus tar our ettorts to locate 
additional records for them have b.en unsuccesstul. When 
additional records are found, we will provide updated comments 
as warranted. . 

2. The records we maintain for L/Cpl Plumadore as well as the 
~ortuary files for his 14 fellow marine. were reviewed by my 
sClentific staft in the context of providing answers to those 
questions. The files contain only a few documents, and 
therefore some answers cannot be more specific than provided 
herewith. 

J. Question a: What methods were used to identify the 14 sets 
of remains recovered in the Con Thien incident? 

~nsw@r a: Examination of the mortuary records indicates 
that the remains were identified by either comparing the 
3vailable antemortem dental recorda and radiographs witn 
postmortem findings of .the dentition and/or comparing antemortem 
pn)lslcal characteristics with postmortem physical 
~~~racteristics and/or skeletal analysis. 

Questlon b: What was the condition at each set of remains? 
(decomposed, badly decomposed, skeletal. etc.) 

Answer b: The files indicate that the remains were 
s':eletal. 

Questlon c: How badly traumatized was each set of remains? 
Answer c: Since the remains were skeletal, it is not 

r.cssible to determine the true extent of soft tissue trauma. 
The records of five of the remains indicate bone fractures · ... ere 
,=,tserved. The <jeath certificates prepared at the time indicate 
111 hnd oled tram enemy fire. 

i 

• 
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TAPC-PED-H (600-8-1m) 
SUBJECT: Questions Posed by the 
corporal Kenneth L. Plumadore 

29 October 1992 
Family of the late Lane 

QUestion d: What, in your opinion, is the likelihood that 
remains were commingled? 

Answer d. Only one file documents commingling; that being 
the distal (lower) ends of two lower leg bones. 

Question e: How complete was each set of remains? 
Answer e. Ten of the remains were relatively complete 

(75-100' present); one remains was one-half or less completa; 
one was only approximately 25\ complete; two of filas did not 
contain ani' documentation pertaining to the degree of 
completeness. 

QUestion f: Based on current scienca, what is your opinion 
ot the process used to identify the 14 sets of remains? 

Answer f. Techniques used by the mortuary were those in 
common usage in the forensic community at that time. A new 
technique, mitochondrial DNA analysis, which was used in 
developmental stages during Desert storm and now in limited 
cases by CILHI, was not available during the Vietnam War era. 

Question g: In your opinion, is it likely that a mistake 
was made in the identification process. 

Answer g. Nothing was detected during the examination ot 
the available files to suggest a mistake was made in the 
identification process. When additional records are received, 
we will carefully review them from this aspect. 

f:!'E ~'~B:'~ J( 
LTC, QM 
Commanding 
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OEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITEO STATES MARINE CORPS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310·0001 

Miss Patricia Plumadore 
616 Plymouth orive 
Syracu.., NY 13206 

Dear M1 •• Plu.ador., 

This letter 1. to infor1ll you, aa the priaary next of kin, of 
actions taken by the Department of Defen.. to account for your 
missing brother, LCpl Kenneth L. Plumadore, OSMC, a priority case 
tor investigation over many years, but particularly .1nce 1988. 

As you may know, General John W. Ve.s.y, Jr. has focused 
extensively on Obtaining answers to questions about Americans 
believed to be or last know to be in captivity or alive in close 
proximity to hostile forces. 

Significant effort haa be.n made to obtain greater 
cooperation from Vietnamese and Lao ofticials to obtain 
convineing evidence about the fat. of th ••• mi •• inq Americans. 
These ca •• s, referred to a. last know alive (LXA) discrepancy 
cases, numbered 196 prior to March 1992. 

Joint Task Force-FUll Accountinq (JTF-FA) and other aqencies 
within the Department of Defen.e undertook an intensified proqram 
of field activities to aggressiv.1y pursue resolution of the 
discrepancy case. with the vi.tnam.... Evidenc. to confirm a.3th 
on 61 of the LKA discrepancy case. was obtained prior to the 
March 1992 Solomon delegation to vietna., reducing the number of 
LKA discrepancies to 135. 

With the initial investigations of the 135 cas •• completed in 
January of this year, JTF-FA and the Defen •• Intelliqence 
Agency'S (DIA) Special otfice tor POW/MIA Aftairs convened to 
assess the evidence obtained durinq the inve.tigations. As a 
result of their joint assessment, they r.coaaended that there 
were convincinq evidence that death had occurred in 43 of the 135 
remaininq cases. 

A policy-level Defen.e Department review of the JTF-FA/DIA 
assessments was then conducted. This second review concurred 
with the JTF-FA/DIA recommendations on the 43 case.. On April 
19, 1993, General vessey returned to Vietnam at the request of 
President Clinton and informed senior vietnaaese officials that 
further investigation was required in the r..aininq 92 LKA 
discrepancy cases. He also informed them of the need to 
repatriate the remains of the 104 AIlerican. for whom ~.eath h.:.d 
t·een .::on! irmed, bu"t. whose remains have not be.n recovered, or to 

IF 
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provide convincing evidence that their remains ware 
unrecoverabl •• 

In the 9Z reaaininq LEA discrepancy case., addition effort. 
are required, .. they are on all of the other missing Aaaricana. 
Tha.e 9Z c .... , however, will be pur.ued •• the focu. of • neW 
... 11 t ... concept, the Priority ca •• Inve.tigation Te .. (pelT), 
agreed to by the Vietn ... se ••• result of General v .... y·. April 
.e.ting. The PeIT will be compri.ed of Aaerican. representing 
JTF-FA and DIA and Vietname.e repre.entativ.. fraa the Vi.tnaaea. 
attica tor SeeIt1ni Ki •• inq Persona. Tbi. joint t ... will punue 
the 9Z ca.e., contlnuO\Wly via archiv.l reaearcb., witne •• 
inta~ewa, '1iftcJ other investicrative _thocSa. If excavation of • 
qrave .ita ia.neceaaary, it will be undertaken durinq regularly 
scheduled joint field activiti ••• 

The ca.e of your brother i. one of the 9Z raaaining priority 
LKA discrepancy ca.e. to be inv •• tig.ted by the PCIT. Th. PCIT 
was formed to focus a full tiae priority effort on the.. ca... in 
Vietn... Th. oth.r 104 of the original 196 ca.... a. are all 
other ca ... of unaccounted for Aaericarw, are .till open with 
hopes that further intoraation concerning the whereabout. of each 
individual's reaaina will become available through joint field 
activity, archiv.l r •••• rch, or witn ••• tnterview. We will 
ensure that you are infOr.ed of developments a. they occur. 

The United State. Governaent po.ition on .11 ai •• ing 
American. is that no ca.e i. cloaed until we have found. and 
returned the Mi •• inq Aaerican alive, received and identified his 
reaains, or obtained convincing evidence .. to why neitbar of the 
first two COndition. i. poa.ible. This t. the offici.l united 
State. GQvernaent definition of accountability. It i. one va 
believe should be re ••• urinq ~o all faaily ..aber •. 

Toward that end, w. will continue our .ftorts .. a .. ttar of 
highest national priority until our shared goal i. .chieved. 

s;trrelY, 
D. ~c;t 
Major, U.S. Marine corpa 
R.ad, Casualty Section 
Personal Aftaira Branch 
HUman Resourc .. Divi.ion 
By direction of the 
Comaandant of the Marine Corp. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
HUDQUAATtRS UNITED STATU " ... A'HE CORPS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 203lIO.0001 

Mi.. Patricia Pluaadore 
616 Ply.outb Drive 
Syracue., MY 13206 

Dear Ki •• Pluaadore: 

The en:looed report i. a copy 0: inrormation conc~rning your 
broth.r, LCpI Kenn.th L. Pluaador., U.S. Karin. Corp., that ha. 
be.n provid.ed to the Vi.tnaae •• gov.rnaent. 

Th. intoraation i. p ••• ed to the Vi.tn..... gov.rnaant in 
preparation tor tuture inv •• tig.tiona. Thia viII allow th .. to 
assist in the inv.stigation by locating vitn ..... , arranging 
per.i •• ion froa loc.l viI lag. chi.ra to vi.it .it •• , .tc. 

Th. Marin. Corpa i. not notified or the dat. of the planned. 
inve.tigation. Th.r. are .any ractor. Which .. y nec ... itat. 
r.scheduling, auch aa weath.r, local political cltaat., equipa.nt 
availability, etc. 

Onc. the inv.stigation h •• been d.on., w. will receive • r.port of 
the finding. to be provided to you •• Priury Next or Kin. 
Pl •••• be ••• ured th.t wh.n the report i. r.c.iVed, it will be 
forwarded to you taaedi.t.ly. 

If you have any qu •• tion., pl •••• r .. l tr .. to contact Us. An 
• nvelope is provided tor your conv.ni.nce. 

Sinc.rely, 

tf d._.......J 
A. KAIOIERs 
Assistant R.ad 
ca.ualty Section 
Personal Aftaira Branch 
Ruaan ".ourc •• Division 
By direction of the 
c .... nd.nt of the Marine corp. 
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING 
CAMP H_ M. SMITH. HA WAIl 96861-5025 

CASE 0839-0-01 

NARRATIVE 

ON 21 SEPTE:KBER 1967, LANCE CORPORAL KENlfETH L. PLUMADoU, 

COMPANY Y, 20 BATTALION, 4TH MARINE REGIMENT, lAD KARINE 

DIVISION, WAS WOUNDED DURING COMBAT WITH PEOPLES ARMY OF VIETNAM 

FORCES IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YDIJJ699, 

APPROXIMATELY 14 KILOHETERS NORTHWEST or DONe; HA, QUANG TtlI 

PROVINCE. DUE TO l'KE INTENSE HOSTILE FIAE, HIS UNIT WAS FORCED 

TO WITHDRAw LEAVING LANCE CORPORAL PLUMADoRE AND FOURTEEN OTHER 

SOLDIERS BEHIND. ON 10 OCTOBER 1967, THE AMERICAN FORCES 

RETURNED TO THE BA'M'LE AREA AND RECOVERED THE REMAINS OF 14 

INDIVIDUALS. AMERICAN FORCES LEARNED THAT PAW FORCES CAPTURED 

THE 15TH INDIVIDUAL AND TOOK HIM AWAY IN THE DIRECTION OF VINH 
LINK. 

ON 19 APRIL 19&6, VIETNAM RETURNED THE REMAINS OF A PERSON 

PURPORTEDLY CAPTURED DURING THE SAMI ENGAGEMENT IN WHICH LANCE 

CORPORAL PLUKADORE WAS LOST. HOWEVER, THE REMAINS W~ NOT THOSE 

OF LANCE CORPORAL PLUMAOORE • 

DURING JUNE AND JULY 1992, A JOINT TEAK INVESTIGATED THIS CASE 

IN GIO LINH DISTRICT, QUANG TRI PROVINCE. THE TE»I INTERVIEWED 

THREE WITNESSES. THE nRST WITNESS PROVIDED HEARSAY INFORKATION 

CONCERNING THE BUR-IAL OF AN AMERICAN WHO DIED FROM AN ATTACK BY A 

U.S. AIRCRAFT SUBSEQUENT TO HIS CAPTURE. THE WITNESS WAS UNABLE 

TO PROVIDE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING THE AMERICAN OR 

THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED IN HIS ALLEGED BURIAL. THE TEAM WAS 

UNABLE TO SURVEY THE LOCATION INDICATED BY THE WITNESS DUE TO THE 

PRESENCE OF UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE. 

...... ......... ", .... w....... .... 
....... ,"IIJ." C'MI'dI ............ 
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CASE 0839-0-01 

THE TEAM ALSO INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES FURNISHED INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE DEATH OF 14 AMERICANS AND THE CAPTURE OF AN ADDITIONAL 

AMERICAN DURING A BATTLE IN 1966. ONE WITNESS REPORTED HE AND 

TWO OTHERS WERE EVACUATING THE WOUNDED AMERICAN WHEN THEY CAME 

UNDER A'M'ACJ( BY U.S. AIRCRAFT. THEY PLACED HIM IN A CULVERT AND 

TOLD HIM TO HIDE UNTIL THEY RETURNED. WHEN THEY RETURNED, THEY 

SAW THE CULVERT HAD SUSTAINED A DIRECT HIT AND WAS COMPLETELY 

DESTROYED. THE WITNESS BELIEVED THE AMERICAN HAD BEEN KILLED 

DURING THE AIR STRIKE WHEN THE CULVERT WAS DESTROYED. THE OTHER 

WITNESS LAST SAW THE WOUNDED AMERICAN BEING LED AWAY TO THE 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE K8 UNIT. THE TEAM SURVEYED THE SITE WHERE 

THE AMERICAN ALLEGEDLY PERISHED BUT FOUND NO REMAINS. THE TEAM 

ALSO VISITED THE INCIDENT LOCATION AND SAW NO SIGNS OF A FORMER 

MILITARY BASE OR THE BATTLE THAT ONCE OCCURRED AT THIS LOCATION. 

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

NAME: PLUHADORE, KENNETH LEO 

r.ANK: LANCE CORPORAL. U. s. MARINE CORPS 

DATE OF BIRTH: 28 JANUARY 1949 

RACE: CAUCASIAN 

HEIGHT: 1.85 METERS 

WEIGHT: 80.2 KILOGRAMS 

HAIR: BROWN 

EYES: HAZEL 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
HEADQUMTBtI UNlTm STATU ...... CCIM'S 

2NAVY ...... 

Miss Patricia plumaaore 
616 Plymouth Dr. 
Syracuse, NY 13206 

Dear Miss Plumadore, 

W ...... 'ON. DC 1OMDo1771 

Per our telephone convF' .~sat. iol"' of last week, enr.losert i!' ;II (":oP¥ 
of the response from the Central Identloficatloon Lab lon Hawaloi in 
reply to quest.ions you posed to Mr. RosS, DPMO. 

We have also inquired from the Joint Task Force - Full Accounting 
(JTFFA) as to whether there are any 1993 documents in Lance 
corporal Kenneth L. Plumadore's case. They reviewed the case and 
informed us that the only 1993 document is the narrative 
previously sent to you. 

A thorough review of your brother's records, held here at the 
Casualty Section, has been completed. A copy ot the 1986 letter 
from us to the !-I Staff in syracuse was not found. We contacted 
the I-I Staff in Syracuse and they do not have a copy either. We 
do. however, have a copy of t.heir response to that letter. Based 
on the content.s of t.hat response, we have determined that t.he 
lett.er.in question tasked the I-I staff with the responsibility 
at act.l.ng as casualty Assistance Officer (CACO) for Lance 
corporal Plumadore. 

\,e reqret that we are unable to provide you with the doculllent you 
~equested. In t.he event we are able to lQcate it, please be 
.'lssured 'Iou · .... ill be provided as copy illUllediataly. 

Sir.cu .... ely, 

A. HAMMERS 
Assistant Head 
casualty Section 
Personal Affairs Branch 
Human Resources Division 
By direction of the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING 
CAMP H. M. SMlTH, HAW AIl 98881-6026 

Coamandant of the Marine Corps (MHP-IO), Headquarters 
U.S. Marine Corps, 2 Navy Annex, Washington, DC 20380-1775 

NOK REQUEST FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING REFNO 0839-0-01 

Ca) CMe Itr 3040 MHP-IO of 26 Oct 93 
(b) USOAO BANGKOK 101038Z AUG 92 

(1) CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 200754Z JUL 92 

1 Per reterence (a), enclosure (1) is provided for r~~e,a.e to 
t.he next ot kfn ot Kenneth L. Plwaadore (REFNO 0839-0- • 

2 Reterence (b) reported that during the 18th Joint Field 
. .. t 0 witness •• claimed to have discovered American 

~~;~r~:Y'Wh~Ch they tound while digging on thei~ co~peri~i~;87 
farm. Each claimed to have discovered the reaa1ft8 n a tilled' 
Along with t.he remains, they tound two ... unitlon box.. ed 
w~t.h miscellaneous personal belonging., including an unopen

t 
the 

let.t.er. The remains and • .munition boxes were turned over 0 
dist.rict police. 

3 0 6 July 1992 t.he tield tea. w •• taken to the Vinh Linh 
oistrYct Police Station, where. they recovered the r ... ins f~~~ • 
secondary grave site and exe.tnad the.content. of the ... un on 
boxes The remains were later determ1ned to be of a male 
Mongoioid, and were lett in Vietnam. The JTF-FA field t ... 
ret.ained the ammunition boxe., including the l.t~er. 

4 JTF-FA analysis revealed that th •. l.~t~r appeared to be a 
~lice report listing intormation on 4nd4~1dual. a.sociated with 
~ar~ous political orqaniz~ti~n. and that 1t had no connection 
with the REFNO 0839 loss 4nc~dent. 

Durin the July 1993 Technical Talks, the JTF-FA aaked the 
5. .~ for additional intoraation on REFNO 0839. A ~alkinq ~~~~~a~:qUest.inq t.he st.atus.ot the Vietna •• se response w1ll be 
present.ed at t.he next. Techn1cal Meeting. 

Clu,,~i'/lt"',cu., '--
CHARLES R. MARINEAU, h. 
By direction 

J 

• 
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ENVELOPE 
COSN = LGXSOI HCN. 93132/08249 TOR = 931320602 
RTTEZYUW RUEKJCS9202 1320601- -RUEALGX. 
ZNY 
HEADER 
R 120601Z ~AY 93 
FH OIA ~ASHINGTON DC 

R 111735Z HAY 93 
FH DIA ~ASHINGTON DCIIPW-HIA// 
TO RUHQIIQA/USCINCPAC HONOWW HIIIJ3/J30H/J2/l 
INFO RUHQRQI/CDR JTF-FA HONOWW III 
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DCIIJ3/J5/PW-HIA/I 
RUEKJCSfSECDEF WASHINGTON DCffOASD-ISAfPV-HIAff 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DCIIEAP/VLCII 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAH AFB HII/TAPC-PEO-H!! 
BT 
CONTROLS 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 
U-0705/PW 

/*********** TIllS IS A COHBINED HESSAGE ************/ 
!QQ! 
SUBJ: REQUIREMENT FOR PRIORITY INVESTIGATION (RPI) 
COUNTRY: VM 
TITLE: RPI ~ 

1. REQUEST AND CONCURRENCE WITH REGARD TO FOLLOVING 
REQUIREMENT FOR THE PRIORITY CASE INVESTIGATION TEAM (PCIT). 
F.NCLQSURE IS FIELD LEAD SHEET (TRANSHI'ITED SEPARATELY). 
2. BACKGROUND: 

A. CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ~ CASE 0839 (PLUHADORE)j PRIORITY 
CASE FOR INVESTIGATION. 

1) LANCE CORPORAL KENNETII L. PtUMADORE. USMC WAS INVOLVED 
IN "OPERATION KINGFISHER" ON 21 SEPTEMBER 1967 IN THE VICINITY OF 
GRID COORDINATES YDlJ3699 NEAR CON TIUEN FIRE BASE IN QUANG TRI 
PROVINCE. WITNESSES SAW LePt PLUHADORE SUSTAIN SERIOUS WOUNDS 
DURING AN INTENSE FIREFIGHT 'ilnr ENEMY FORCES. DURING TIlE ENSUING 
BAITLE, THE MARINES WERE FORCED TO ABANDON TIfE BAtTLEFIELD AND 
PLUMAOORE, AWNG WInt 14 onlER MARINE PERSONNEL, WAS LEFT BEHIND FOR 
DEAD. ON 22 SEPTEMBER U.S. FORCES LEARNED THAT SOMETIHE ON OR 
BF.FORE THE NIGHT OF 21 SEPTEMBER nlE VIElNAMESE CAPTURED "ONE 
AMERICAN PRISONER" WIlD WAS "WOUNDED" AND WERE EVACUATING HIH FROH 
11IE CON THIEN AREA. A SECOOn USUALLY RELIABLE WARTIME SOURCE 
REPORTED ON THE MOVEMENT OF AN AMERICAN TO AN UNIDENTIFIED LOCATION 
ON 23 SEPTEMBER 1967. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON nlE STATUS OF TInS 
AMERICAN WAS HIXED. ONE REPORT INDICATED DEATH; ONE REPORT 
INDICATED THE AHERICAN WOULD SURVIVE. 
U. S. RECORDS INDICATE NO OTHER CANDIDATES FOR nns "WOUNDED 
AMERICAN" OllfER UlAN ONE OF THE 15 MARINES LEFT BEHIND AT CON nUEN. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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TO THE LOCATION OF RE NOT ABLE 10 RETURN _ ONLY 2) 
U S FORCES WE OCTOB .. 1.67 AT 'l1IAT TI __ • 

. . UNTIL 10 • SUPPORTING THE 
TIlE 21 SEPTtHIER BATTLE IS WERE RECOVERED. FURTHER OF 11IE 15. 
l4 or THE 15 HISSING IOD~AttES£ HAY HAVE CAPTURED ONE

FY1NG 

1WO SETS 

roSSIBILITY THAT ~O:!IDERABLE DIFFICULTY IN I~~!.m BY PROCESS 
ALTlIOUGH THERE w~ SETS OF REIUINS WERE IDEHT~RE WAS THE 
OF REHAINS, TIlE DETERtUHED TJUT LePL P 
or ELIMINATION, IT WAS IE REMAINS OF 

MISSING I~~V~U~~. APRIL 196 THE V[ETN~~ ~~~H~D THESE 

AN INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT A:~;~~~~~ ~D BEEN CA~E~Ywi~~~:CES 
REMAINS BELONGED ~T~ON THIEN ON 21 SEPTEHBE~ ;~VIDED CORROBORATES 
DURING TIlE DA~S TIlE INFORMATION THAT TI~SIS OF TIlE INFORHATION 

~I;D ~~L~'~N~RH'TiON DE~~::'~o'~:'iNF~~TION PROV'~E~YR~'NS 
OBTAINED BY 11(£ U S I~S TO nit LOGICAL CONCLUSION n: Left 

vrETNAHESEI~~~:~EL~~TURNED SHOULD HA~~~~:~DfOi,~A~ THE REMAINS 
TIIAT ruE V HOIiEVER FORENSIC ANALYSIS nroSE OF LCPt PLUHADORE. 
PLUMADORE. • ARE POSITIVELY Nat TCH BETWEEN TIfE 

IIANDEO OVER IN O~:::IC ANALYSIS FAILED TO FIN~: ~S. SERVICE HEMBER FURTIl'ERHORE. F 0 AND ANY UNACCOUNTED 
AL REMAINS RETURN[ LE 

~~~E DENTAL RECORDS ARE AVAlLA~ anlER u.S. PERSONNEL LISTED AS 
4) SINCE THERE ARE N TInlEE POSSIBILITIES. 

IDEtrr TIlERE ARE T1fE REMAINS AND 
HISSING FROt! n{A~ I~E FIRST POSSIBILITY IS nE~E LEFT BEHIND AT CON 

A ATE AND CORRELATE TO SOH TIlAT LCPL 
INFORMATION ARE ~~~E CASE THEN IT WOULD S~~ AT CON TIlIEN 10 
TIlIEN IF THAT ORIGINAL 14. MARINES OF TIlE arnER 
PLUHAOORE WAS ONE or TIfE HAINS WERE MISIDENTIFI~D AS ONE IF -mAT IS 
OCTOBER 1967. BUT A:~S B~IED UNDER SOMEONE ~~"::Y BE TIlOSE OF FOURTEEN MARINES T THE VIETNAMESE 

TRUE TIlEN TIlE RE~!N~A~S RECOVERED IN OCTO~T 1~. INFORMATION 
ONE OF TIlE antE:) TIlE SECOND POSSIBILITY lria: REMAINS REnJRNED DO 

SE WAS CORRECT 81!l' E TIlE 
PROVIDED BY TIt[ V~~~~~ THIEN INCIDENT. IN TII~lEC~~t/TlIlEN ~OT CORRELATE TO THE REMAINS CORRF.I.ATlNG TO 

~~~~~~S~~:~D H~~~ER ANOTlIERpNO~~iHTITY IS TIlAT THF. REMAINS AND THE 
C) TIlE TIIIRD , 

TO AN AMERICAN AT ALL I N ROUTES 
STORY DO ~ ~~~I:EPORTING PROCEDURES ~NDII!~C~:~ ~NfORHATION 
l~nICATE niE FOLLOWING ORGAN~~lt.~~~~Sr.~~ SPECIM. ZONE, AND TIlE BTII LUHADORE B-5 FRONT, 
,\BOlfr P PAVN REGIMENT 8 JUNE/JULY 1992 

'ATTA;[ONpR:Z~US INVES~~~~~~D [[l~~~;~~~'~'ON ON ~~i~D C~~"OURCE 
SONF.. OF THE W["mESSES I INVESTIGATION rs RF.QUIRED lEY 

; E ro:~~~~R;~~';~E I ~~~~ho~ 9::0Vle~~T:~E Tl~~~:~,~~~~c*"'i~N T1IAT 
REPATRIATED BOX 15 IN A N SEPTEMBER 1967 DURING NO 

,\N M1ERICAN WAS C~~~E~A~~ BE DETERHINED. AN~~~N~~V!RE NOT TIlOSE 
INCIDENT; HIS IDE 1I[S FATE. THE REMAINS R • (r;scr.USIVE EVIDENCE OF 

1 

• 
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OF LePL pLlIIADoRE. 
A. CENTR.u. QUESTIONs: 

I. VIIO DID TIlE VIEt!WtESE REHoVE/CAPTtIRE FROIf lliE BATTLEFIELD AT CON THIEN IN 1967. 

2. - AIlE lliE RECORDs THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN CREATED IF 
• PRISONER WAS CAPTlJRED AND lliEN /lOVED NORTII TO VIM! LIMI? 

3. V1fAT RECORDS WERE USED BY -mE VIETNAMESE TO ASSOCIATE 
ntE REHAIHS RE1VRNEu 0If 10 APRIL 1986 WInI TIlE LOSS INCIDENT AT CON nfIEN7 

B. ARCHIVAL: 

1. REsEARCH THE WARTIME RECORDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 8-5 
fRONT, ENEKY PROSELYTIZING SECTION, FOR DOcUMENTATION CONcERNING nus INCIDENT. 

2. RESEARCH THE RECORDS OF THE ani 8N, 90nr PAVN REGIMENT, 
HILITARY REGION 4 (HR4)/VINH LINH SPECIAL ZONE. OR OntER UNITS WHICII 
HAY HAVE OPERATED IN TRIS AREA AT llfE TIME OF THE INCIDENT. 

3. A~ TO SOLICIT ANY PERSONAL EFFECTS/PAPERWORK 
RELATED TO TIlE "WOUNDED AHERICAN" WHo WAS PICKED UP BY TIlE 
VIElNAHESE ON 21 SEP'I'EHBER 1967 AT CON nllEN AND TRANSFERRED NORTH. 

4. ATTEMPT TO SOLICIT THE PERSONAL EFFECTS/PAPERWORK THAT 
TIlE VI£"INAIlESE USED TO ASSOCIATE ntE BODY REnJRNED IN I g86 TO A LOSS INCIDENT AT CON THIEN IN 1961. 

C. LOcAL AREA: NONE. REnJRN TO TIlE LOcAL AREA IS NOT WARRANTED AT THIS TIHE. 
D. INTERVIEWS: 

I. RESEARCHERS AND WRITERS WilD WROTE nrE ADVANCE FORWARD 
ON HIGlrw-AY 9 AND ICHE SANII IN TIlE SPRING OF 1968. SIlOULD RAVE 
INFORHATION ON AVAILABLE RECORDS IN llfE AREA. nus GROUp INCWDES: 
MG HO DE, COL 1'RAH HANK, COL fWNG DAT. TlfE EDITOR ANO MILITARY 
LEADERS UNDER VllOSE AEGIS THE sroDY liAS WRIli'EN IN 1986-81 SHOULD 
ALSo BE ABLE ro PROVIDE BACKGROUND ON 11f£ RESEARCII AND DOcUMENTS 
USED. TIlE OFFICERS INCLUDE HG HOANG DAI. HG CAD PIIA, ANn GEN HOANG 

l-friro'f¥** B£GINNIM;; OF SECTION 002 ~I 
HINn nlAO. 

2. ESPECIALLY IOIOIiI.f:OOEA8LE OF RECORDS AND SOURCE DOCUMENTS ON nns 
AREA WOUW BE TIlE AITMiORS ANn RESEARCHF.RS OF ntE 1992 WORK, 8ATTLEs 
ON nlE QUANG TRI FRONT IN 1972: CAPTAIN NGuYEN QUANG IfA; HAJOR 
NGUYEN DIHII KHt1ONG; HAJOR DU TA LINll; HAJOR NGUYEN IWU THANH; 
CAPTAIN NINH PHO LIEN; NAJOR NGUYEN VAN LONG; HAJOR VO VAN KHUE; 
HAJOR NGIIlEH ntANH liAr; MAJOR NGUYEN TIlANIl HAl; CAPTAIN NGuYEN HANu 
TUYEN; CAPTAIN NGUYEN KKA TIEN; HAJOR NGUYEN VAN 8INII; AND CArTArN 
IIOANG IrAI flUNG. llfE BOOK WAS COMPILED AND IiRI1TEN UNDER THE AEGIS 
OF' tlAJOR GENERAL NGuYEN IfUr KIEU, CORPS COMMANDER; COl.ONEL DO TRUNG 
DUONG. DEPUTY CORPS COHtfANDER; AND COLONEr. YO XUAN SIN". DEPIlTY 
CORPS COHHANOER, AND liAS DEVELOPED OUT or 11fF. MII.ITARY SCIENCE OFFICE OF 1 CORPS. 

E. onlER ACTION: ASSIST IN 11fE PRESENTATION OF A DEHARCHE 1'0 
nlE V I ETNAMESE GOVERNttENT. REQUESTING nlE RECORDS USED BY THE 
VIETNAHESE TO IDENTIFY TIlE REHAINS ntEY REHAINS lliEY REPATRIATED ON 
10 ArRH. 1986. ALSO REQUEST ACCESS TO 11IE PERSONAL EFFECTS 11IAT 11IE 

~ UNCLASSIFIED .. I? 
-r- Luu.e.. ·n-vue.. 'a .. c.s77~11 4l11eJC. /tIM"" , 
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VIETNAMESE MUST IIAVE RECOVERED WHEN THEY ACQUIRED TIlE BODY. 
4. INVESTIGATIVE PRIORITY: 

A. ARCHIVA.L RESEARCII. 
B. INTERVIEWS. 

S. GUIDANCE: 
A. BASED UPON TIlE TEAM'S ONwTHE-SPOT ASSESSMENT OF PRELIMINARY 

FINDINGS AND CIRCUMSTANCES. DnlER PRACTICAL AND IMAGINATIVE ACTIONS 
SIIOULD BE TAKEN. WHICH TIlE TEAK FEELS COULD SHED LIGHT ON THIS CASE. 

8. 11fE JOINT RESEARCH AND INVESTIGATIOH EFFORT WILL BE 
EKrIRELY OVERT. WITH TIlE SANCTION OF APPROPRIATE VIETNAMESE 
OFFICIALS. 

C. REQUEST ALL RESpONSES 8E ELECTRONIC REPORTS OF 
INVESTIGATION (ROI) ADDRESSED TO TIlE CDR JTF-FA IIONOWW HI AND DU 
WASIIINGTON OCI/Plil-HIAII. ,INFO COPIES SJlOULD BE PROVIDED TO ALL 
OTHER ADDRESSEES ImRETa. 

D. PUBLIC LAW AND 000 POLICY ttANDATE THAT ALL PW!MIA-RELATED 
REPORTS THAT CORRELATE TO OR CONTAIN TilE HAHE OF A HISSING OR 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR AHERICAN BE FORWARDED TO THE PARENT MILITARY SERVICE 
CASUALTY OFFICE, OR TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE (DOS) FOR CIVILIANS, FOR 
FUR11{ER RELEASE TO TIlE NEXT·OF·KIN. UPON REQUEST FROH SERVICES OR 
DOS, ORIGINATOR IS REQUIRED TO SANITIZE THESE REPORTS FOR RELEASE. 
WHILE SOURCES AND HEnfODS SHOULD BE PROTECTED, EVERY EFFORT SIIOUIJ) 
BE HADE TO RELEASE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INFORHATION. 

ADMIN 
BT 

'9203 

NNNN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

• 

Mr. Patricia Pluaado~e 
IU Plyuuth ~i'" 
lyraCUlle, n 1320. 

Dear Me. Pluaad.orel 

219 

Thi. latt.r 1. 1ft r •• pon. t 
vi...., the cla.eitied. til e t 0 your com~leted: torm r.qu.at:.i.nq , 
L. Pluaa4or.. • 0 your brother, Lane. corporal Kennl 

w. bav. torwarded. your requut t en 
War/Hi •• inG' In Action ottic. -CD":O) • ~.t.n •• Pri80ner of 
Lanc. Corporal Pluaac1or.'. d' ou are scheduled. to vie 
in tha DPMO It i r8Cer a on Karch 1, 11»" .t ';30 a 
that time, ~ v11ro:.:o~ ;::-t!0~: ~;;~:!:y Section prior t 
The • Ca.ualty Section i. located at 30ll Wil.on Blvd olllJllonw.aU.b. Bank Bld.lJ) in Arli (Virqinia 
lobby, call our ottic •• t "'_l~J;°n,~va. Wh.n you arriv. 1n 

1II •• t. you.. You cannot qo be ond. an .omeone will coma down 
Pl •••• bav. identification ~With the lO~ without an e.Cort. 
acee •• to the DPIIO buildinq. your p ~ure) to provide tor 

Pl •••• lat _ r_ind you that in aCCOrdance with the 
•• t torth ~ the Department at D t procedure. 
aAe ao oopi.. .... ot the r~ .ne. that AO Bot.. "7 ba tal 
at the Caaualty 'ec:10n and DIA Vi~berevl... A rapre •• ntativ. 
ut the z:avJ..w. ARt "iU •• t1 pr .. ent durinlJ the len; 
notad by the C:a.ualty r.pr::~~i"Y have at the r.view ;.till b 
attar re •• arch i. ca.pletad. • v., an4 raapondad to in writ' 

w. looic torward to ••• inq you on Mareb. 1. 

Sincerely, 

Cl I~" Irlce./ 
A. u ...... 
Aaaiatant Head 
Ca.ual~y •• ~ion 
Peraon.1 Aftaira BranCh 
HYaaft a.eource. Divi.ion 
By direction ot the 
ca.aan4ant ot the Marin. Corp. 
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STATEMENT OF JLDITH COADY RAIJ>.iEY 

I am the sister of !vfaJor RONn Frqnkhn Coady USAF who IS missing in Laos since January 
18,1969 r would like to Lell you how proud my brother was to be in lhc: Air Forcc:. He 
volunteered. to go to Viemam three times hefore Air Force sent hIm to SouthcastAsia He 
was proud to be serving his country and he felt that If he could make a difference by helping 
/us country light connnurusm. He was wllImg to do /us port. My broWr anived at/us bose 
III Thailand and he started sending tapes home so he could talk to the family together and we 
could III rum record over the tapes and send them bock. My mother kept the tapes and just 
recently turned them over to me I had ~ mend put them on cassette tapes for me. A few 
months ago I listen to the tapes for the fust tunc in 25 years. He told oChis trip over there 
and what the base was ilke. He talked of /us I""t mISSion. It was on • SUDday and be told us 
what he could Wlthout breakmg sccunty .'\1: the end of his short talk about his first battle he 
SlId "I lolled people and I could see them". Then he added, well, maybe God can fcqive me. 
My brother was 29 yean old. He was an outstanding pilot and an instructor pilot 01 tho Ajz 

Foree Academy His hobby was skydi~'ing and he started skydiving clubs all over the 
country He tlew most mISSions tl'\ II Sandy Pilot Sandy Pilots were the gutsy guys that 
took the fire so that the Jolly green g;.ant .:ould go in and pick up dovmcd pilots. 

My famIly IS not 8 family that cannot accept what hnppened. !':' a loved. one. We are onlY:1 
fanlll}" that wanted to know wna[ happc:ncd to him if we couiJ. We, like him, believed. in this 
country and what the g(wmunent told us ThC! farmly blew thto kind of person my brother 
was mJ cXJX:ctcJ thal Lht: ::>a.lllc l..iIlJ of paSOIlS m8I.k up the . .\ir F uC\;t and our govcmin.m.t. 
We alwaY' expected that the AIr Foree would «II us, as they pronused. to give us any 
,"format.cn they received. ! have found ~ut that our tnJSt ... vas misplaced. After asking for 
/us tiles 4 ye"" ago, I fOWld out that lJlA, CIA, JPRC and O~lJ ali had information. All 
thiS Information IS now !)emg descn~ as nothIng significant yet it was important enough to 
classIfy and go into his files anJ never (<liJ to :VIaj. CvaJy's famiiy for 23 years. In my quest 
to lind <l1\Swtrs. r have been hed to and had informRtion w;thheld. T am sony to say that even 
now little has changed. Each family knows theIr o,,"n case and · .... nen we question (which we 
have every nght to do) then we should !!tet correct answers and you should sec that we do. 
That La part of your job You are elected to represent us, and if we say something is not 
worlcing then it should be uwesugcued and flxed. 
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The one thing I am tired of hearing is that this government docs not Nle out the possibility 
that there may be POWs held agamst thClf will. but that there IS no credible evidence. Well. 
to establish credible eVIdence one must first be willing to check out the evidence. I wonder 
how many of you have read the docwnents or really done any studying on what might be 
eY1dence I know that Senator Smith is Clnc Senator who has taken the time to follow up on 
DLA,,'s invcstlg,ation of the evidence. I am sure you have heard his report. Satellite imagery 
would be a good start to get answers. Satellite unagery has shown authenticator codes, 
names. and walking Ks. This 15 what these men were taught to do and yet it is being 
debunked rhese unages m the grass are not natural m a coUllUy that doesnt use an alphabet 
or nwnbers hke O\D'S. [f the eVIdence doesn't have any valIdity, what other countries have 
satellite Imagery that shows the names, authenticator cooes, or walking Ks. We have been 
told thAt our government I!!. checking hve s1ghtmg reports. These live sighting checb have to 
be ok'd by Vietnam WIth notice. If you give someone notice. do ,'OU think they art: going to 
leave somethmg for vou to lmd? 

This is an extremc:iy criticai rime tor us The prr:sent administration has given up our 
leverage through lifting ('If th .. TNd .. Frnharg('l, ~nd now government offica1s are closing cases 
With Just une tooth. Tht: Iu:.:. u[ d h.JUtJJ Ju..:s nul Vrovt: anyo~ has died. nw. is not 
~reditable accountmg. 

Because we dJ.d not want to hft the frade Embargo or refuse to accept that the existance of a 
tooth IS credible accountmg, we are accused of bemg activists. That is the same term given to 
leader.; in the civil rights movement. Like the civil rights movement, we are here until you 
listen. (hope that what we have s;ud today are not forgotten thoughts tomorrow. 
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HONORABLE GARY L. ACKERMAN 
Chairman 

:..793O~.98 cit.J (7t.6 
1i "' ....... ~.JJ7IJ 

8IJ.J2J-J?.1I 
,j'IJ-Jf!7W'6f! 

Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Washmgton 0 C 20515 

May 24, 1994 

Reference: The Chairman s letter to me dated 18 April 1994. Subj: Chairman's expression of 
thanks for tesltmony on 10 Feb 94, and request for further assistance from me, to the 
Subcommittee 

Dear Mister Chalrm.:l:n, 

Thank you for the above referenced letter Please forgIVe this untimely reply; your letter did not anive 
until the 27th of April. and I was out of town for t'NO weeks afterward 

You have requested I assist the Subcommittee In three specific areas, relating to what J was able to 
testify to under oath, before you In Washington, on Feb_ 10, 1994, during the POW/MIA heanngs· 

Provide you With a Irst of -'documents and photographs ... that the subcommittee should 
review that I referenced In testlmqny Including appro)(lmately 40 I delivered to the White House 
dUring meetings With Anthony Lake and Kent Wiedemann on November 4th, 1993. 

2 Provide you with my Judgment" as to where they are located "possibly in National 
Archives 

3 PrOVide the subcommittee WIth a list of questions that you (Barry Toll) believe we should 
oe pursuing In order to get answers to the questions surrounding the POW/MIA issue" 

Chairman Ackerman I must reiterate what I told you In response to your questions of me, under 
oath on February 10th. 1994 When you questioned me as to whether I would "cooperate with thiS 
committee?" My response was based upon my previous expenences, which now include swom 
testimony before the House Senate. and VISits to the White House on this troubling matter. I said at 
that point In time, I would only be disposed to cooperate "If I $liW the effort being exerted was an 
earnest one", and referred to what I had previOUSly expenenced with the White House and Senate 
as diSingenuous 

You then understandably somewhat concerned, stated you would "subpoena those documents and 
photographs that I had testified to previOUSly, If I would but 'cooperate" You directed from the Chair 
during thaI hearing thai your Stal'f "get With" me to faCilitate that 'cooperation" I spoke WIth two 
members of the staff Immediately after my testimony I remained in Washington. extending my stay 

[' 

-, 
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for two days In attempts to communicate Wllh them. as I had many of the documents arrayed before 
me dUring testimony. Frankly, I could not get either of these indMduals interested rn the matenals 
That. IS decidedly not an "earnest el'fort", Mister Chairman, and they directly ignored your 
Instructions 

I further attempted several times to contact them telephonically, and by fax, over the ensuIng next 
two weekS I also repeatedly requested that the v.urkmg transcript of my sworn testimony, and our 
eXChange dUring your questloOing of me, be forwarded to me promptly for my review and certification 
as to accuracy, and correcllOns Inevitably necessary owing to phonetic transcription of acronymlc 
Wgon peculiar to thiS tOPIC, The staff Informed me that they received that WOfklng tranSCript 
approXimately ten days after the heaflng. More recent attempts to correct my testimony transcript 
have all resulted In stonewalling Simply put your starr won't even let me see and correct my own 
testlmonyl 

To date, I have not even been accorded the opportunity to correct or review what I said 
under oath. This peculiar delay also does not portend "an earnest effort" to me etther, Mister 
Chairman. It Is now just shy of 4 months I.rt ... wh .... is the transcript of my testimony? 
Why is it being wtthheld from me? Why Is It being wtthhekl from the public? Is It your im.nt 
to sequester my testimony? 

I came before your heaflng, under potential penalty of perJury, at my C1Nrl expense, to inform you of 
documents and Imagery Intelligence being WIthheld from the Congress, and the People. and the 
Families of our POWs and MIAs. despite the hollOW" words of Presidents offering "declassification" I 
sat amazed as I watched and listened while Ed Ross, Acting ASO. testified under oath that "all the 
Imagery had been reviewed He qUickly changed that statement from his own certification of that 
assertion, to the reality that "others had testified under oath (before the SSC) to that claim. I know 
toat IS not true, Mister Chairman From my pnvate conversations with Anthony Lake In the White 
House I know he doubts the veracIty of those claims also. 

~ nad In my possesSion In September, 1993, appro)(lmately 48 satellite and ION-level aerial 
reconnaissance photographs, taken over Southeast ASia, from late 1973, through the fall of 1992, 
depicting the names, assigned ground distress symbolS, or secret four-digit authenticator codes of 
dozens of missing men from the VIetnam Era. having been stamped out, or constructed In Vietnam. 
Laos or Cambodia Some men s names. or authentICator ccx:les appear up to six different times over 
the long years In one case, the secret authentICator code appears first in 1973 after Operation 
.... omecomlng. and five additional times. up to finally a photo In October 19921 It maved from Vietnam 
10 Laos (the beseeching, skyward constructed symbols) In the mtd-80s. I specifically diSCUssed 
these cases With Mr Lake, In private In the White House (per our agreed upon arrangement then), 
ana he was familiar himself With one such case and queried me extenstvely about It All of this 
snOCl<lng matenal IS being Withheld from the Congress. If these photos Vv'efE! laid before the 
Ame'lcan Public, or the Congress I assure you that the Trade Embargo against the SRV would 
never have been lifted 

T~at 'S exactly WHY they weren I In my opinion, MIster ChaIrman. But I assure you they eXist 

., Au,;;ust 1993 certain Family Members, believing they were gaining an audience wrth President 
::;. '-:;J:--. at the White House sought my aSSistance In 'formlng a team of experts" to represent them 
L' "g SUCh a meetmg The purpose was to rnform the President, that which we believed he. and 
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this White House was not being told about the POW/MIA evidence that existS within _our own 
archives and that wtuctl had not been seen by the Senate Select Committee'S investigatton. I 
agreed contacted retired USAF lieutenant General Eugene Tighe (former head rI DIA, author of the 
Tighe Report In 1986, and whom I served WIth and recetVed bnefings from when he was CINPAC J. 
2 focusing on POW/MIA matters In 1972. where we served together In Hawaii). I also contacted Mr. 
George Carver, (former Special ASSistant for Vietnam matters to three different Directors of Ce~1 
Inielhgence. and Chairman of the NI)(on White House Washington Special Action Group's IndoChina 
Subcommittee on lntelligence. which controlled our most covert operations dunng the war) cu~.1y 
an Olin Fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. TIley both readily agreed to JOIn 
the team to conVInce this President entlcal, capstone intelligence information was not being 

considered on this matter I contacted a few others as well, but focused the nucleus ~ "the team" 
around the three of us 

That deciSion was based on the reality, that unlike historians, politicians, journalists and researchers, 
we were not merely three persons perusing a purged, selectively releaSed, incomplete archive of 
Isolated tntelhgence documents, through the murky lens rI history .. To the contrary, Or, c::a~, LTG 
Tighe and I all OCCUpied cntlcal, bottleneck positiOns along the sptnal cord of the flow r:ilntelhgence 
on POWs and MIAs from the ground In Laos and cambodia (at times attempting to rescue POWs 
clandestinely) to the White House, dunng the era. In short, we had direct, hands-on, fully accessed 
expenence WIth the matenals (a .... ast amount rI which IS novv admitted to be "missing"" directly 
corroborating my swom testimony of 1992, that a major purge of the materials was begun dunng the 
Ford AdministratIOn which led me to believe the whole Issue was going to be covered up for 
politically expedient reasons, and leading to my demand to be immediately dischar~ from an 
otherwise exemplary career, In protest of the deceits being perpetrated by the ExecutIVe, In 1975). 

We began correspondence WIth the White House discreetly in August, 1993. and on September 
9th 1993 arrIVed In Washington belte'llng we would have, an audle~ with President Clinton 
Several entities WIthin the U,S Intelligence Community, believing our "team" would have the last 
best ct-,ance to 'Inform' the new President of the reality behind the compelling evidence not known of 
publicly gave me documents and lMINT photos to lay before the President. They also gave me 
messages to give him, and one even agreed to accompany me mto the Oval Office, at risk of hiS 
career and Jeopardy of action against him for revealing the matenals In unauthonzed fashion. 

What they wanted President Clinton told was 

1 These 48 IMINT examples, beanng symbols pertaining to dozens of men miSSing .In 
Southeast ASia. had been dISCovered as a result of an archival perusal of merely 15% at the entire 
IMINT archl .... e That IS alt they had time for, In thelf research 

:2 Persons had testified falsely before the SSC as to the effort exerted to revie.ov imagery 
nfE'lllgence on the matter There had barely been a cursory attempt at review', and Bush apPOinted 
witnesses ned testified 'all had been reviewed 

"3 They had been warned not to pursue Imagery mtelilgence archives In their classified 
(lutles and were extremely fearful of pollllCal retnbutlOn for hBVIng continued to gather these 
""1atcrl3ls In the wake of what they inSIsted were "lles,' told the sse 

4 They Wished the President to "protect" them, as "whistleblCNf'ers", as many Bush 
3QC'0''':ees remained In place even at that POint In the Clinton Administration. 
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5 That the entire, formal, Intelligence Cycle, had long been perverted by pohticlZation over 
the years on the POW/MIA matter and many lies, qUite provable as same, had been perpetrated on 
the public Congress and Families 

6 That political forces inimical to the President's own party, 'WOuld utilize embarrassing 
information contamed WIthin national arch, .... es, to discredit any Presidential decision to precipitOUSly 
11ft the Trade Embargo against the SRV. later In his term of office 

7 That specifiC formal. recommendations would be forthcoming on hQIN to reorganize the 
POW/MIA Executive Branch effort and remove the pohtlcization impact of the DPMO, being 
baSically an Intelligence gathenng entity operating within Its Isolated sphere, Immune from the 
normal process of ObjectIVIty and review Inherent In the normal Intelligence cycle. 

8 That they endorsed the Four POint Agenda authored by myself, editonalized by Dr. George 
Carver In the Walt Street Journal. supported by General Tighe, and endorsed by over 100,000 other 
persons calling for the Presidential ApPOintment of an Independent Commission, to review the 
Critical capstone. all-sourced Intelligence materials being withheld from the public 

BelieVing we 'NOuld see the President. the satellite photos were brought to me just prior to the White 
House apPOintment HO'Never we were Informed late In the day that we 'WOuld not see the President, 
that thiS was a "preliminary' meetmg We would see Sandy Berger, David Gergen and others in the 
Situation Room We protested stating we had informallOn for the President's Eyes Only 

I Withdrew from that meeting I was constrained by the sources from givlng the information to anyone 
other than the PreSident himself 

SUbsequently after repeated requests from the White House, between September and late October, 
and dozens of pages of correspondence, I agreed to meet with Anthony Lake privately, and disclose 
certain InformallOn to him The sources were extremely fearful, and constrained me from revealing 
certain InformallOn believing that the exposure would enable any Executive offiCial to pinpoint the 
sources qUite readily, and take retributIon 

; did meet at the PreSident s request WIth Mr Lake, and Mr Wiedemann for over three hours on 
NovemOer 4th, 1993 I disclosed and diSCUssed and delivered materials With them not known of 
publiCly Some materials were only known of by less than 10 people at that time in the entire 
government 

As Carol Hrdhcka and I attempted to Inform you at your heanng, Mr. Wiedemann. Asian Affairs 
Director for the NSC subsequently coordinated With us. what he called "our common project". but 
,ed us eventually to the conclUSion he had hed to us repeatedly, Specifically, Mr. Wiedemann told us 
ooth that the NSC would proceed WIth an "Internal Investigation" in lieu of the appointment cI the 
'MOeDendent CommISSion I InSisted to Mr W,edemann that Mr Lake personally approve this effort, 
and obtam the PreSident S Imprimatur before I would fully cooperate. He consulted wrth Mr Lake, 
and ala 15 November 93 I was assured that he had been given approval "to hire up to six 
,rves!'gators dIrectly to NSC to gather the hidden materials for the White House. They would 
::-foceed With the President s d,rect Impnmatuf when descending upon departments and i!Jgencies of 
!'le !C: XecutlVes to gather the matenals Mr W,edemann had promised in front of Or Carver and 
::::afO~ ..... ·d!lcka to return the documents I gave him In the White House West Wing, Within a few 
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orkmg days, after he COPied them Despite repeated requests he would not do 50, he lied about 
liS also and has never returned them We also came to know that no investigatton ensued, despite 
.Jf ha .... lng sent certain Intelligence entrtles to the White House for conference, with formal 
>commendatIons as to how to proceed_ In short; Garol Hrdlicka and I have and will testify under 
~th to these matters and beheYe Mr Wiedemann lied to us 

believe you can best start gathering the documents, and one IMINT photo depicting a four-digll: 
JthenllcatOf outside a known POW camp In Vietnam, that I gave Mr. Wiedemann, by fulfilling your 
ated mtent on the record to me of February 10th, 1994, by "subpoena" Simply subpoena the 
x:uments he has, that I gave him. that you promised me during our exchange you would. Dr 
arver and Carol Hrdlicka Will attest to his promises on NoIIember 4, 1993 to retum them to me. 
ley belong to me, are be.ng .lIegally withheld, and Mr. Wiedemann is a liar, and now you want the 
)Cumenls I am WlII.ng to gIVe them to you, but you'll have to get them from Wiedemann, who is 
7W reassIgned at OOD I WIll need 10 Inspect them however, and attest that he has retumed them 
I when and tf. you get them 

len pemaps you WIll understand what I have been going through for many years with the 
<ecUtlve Branch mIsconduct, lies, Obfuscat,on and deceit on this matter. 

have recently sent Mr. lake a lengthy letter, asking him to investigate documents we have 
r'warded to him The documents are internal DIA/DPMO memos clandestinely reporting on the 
:tlvltles of Carol Hrdlicka and I. through professlOnallntormants, our efforts at the White House over 
e pened CIted above In thiS letter As SUCh, I believe they constitute "illegal, domestiC, intelligence 
Ithenng by the DrA or DPMO". proscnbed by law We have the documents, and are aware of many 
:"iers Circulated at that level, eavesdropping our White House efforts. Since it IS a matter of record 
at'" 1975 and 1976, the OIA engaged In Illegal surveillance and Intelligence gathering against 
e many months after r departed from the armed seMCeS, for fear I would exercise my threat then 
go to 'Jack Anderson or Sydney Schanberg", I am well used to the pattern of domestiC terror­

:tICS the DIA and other embarrassed Intelligence entities will go to on this matter (See swom 
fldavlt of former Army Major J Lawrence Wright, Judge Advocate General's 0I'fice, sweanng how 
A admitted to him In 1976 that It had been conducting round the clock surveillance of me since 
Jgusl 1975. I was a CIVIlian Those matenals were developed by the SSC investigation and 
flgnt s sworn statements are In Ihat archIVe, or I have my own copies). 

lither on two occasIons Since VISiting Mr Lake at the White House, and immediately prior to 
'1ltylng before your subcommittee, I have been threatened with phYSical harm for haVing diSClosed 
~ nalure of the matenals I had. or perused. One IndIVidual threatening me, was mentioned to me 
one of your subcommittee staff as a "good friend". This does not partICUlarly endear me to the 

!a of proceeding In cooperal1On. should there not be that "earnest effort" forthcoming I testified 
out to you. In response to your request for my 'cooperation 

lCumenls given to the While House. contaIned CIA documents reporting on the extensive second 
r prtson system containing many Amencans. in Laos. B-2 and 8-3 evaluated Controlled Amencan 
lurce Intelligence reports regarding the transfer of American PCNIIs and MIAs Into Yunan Province, 
Ie late In the war and which strongly corroborate key aspects ~ the "Quang Document". 
• covered by Stephen Morns In Moscow archIVeS. The USG has insisted in official statements It has 
) corroboration In U S archIves of the Quang Document That is a boldface lie, as I showed Lake 
a Wiedemann In Ihe White House 

, 

• 
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Dr Carver also brought Top Secret documents he authored for CIA and White House dunng the era 
not known of publicly on the PQW/M IA matter They were proffered to Mr. lake as well 

Allow me to conclude MIster Chairman, by statmg that I would be well dIsposed to asslstmg your 
subcommittee on thIS matter. as I truly believe, as I testIfied at your heanng, that "you represent the 
last best hope for the FamIlies" at thiS POInt The failure for proper oversight exercised by the 
Congress on th,s matter over the years can only' be salvaged by your actions, in my opinion. Yet. I 
must InSist that In accordance WIth what I told you at the hearing, the effort must be shown to me to 
be earnest 

Specifically I would need to see the follO'Nlng actions occur 

1 I want to be accorded under the House Rules. the nght to review and correct my swom 
testimony. as transcnbed from the tapes, that I have been repeatedly denied thus far I want my 
transcript released to me for same Immediately. Four months IS disingenuous as an "eamest effort" 

2 I shall only proceed under oath, fully s'NOm, with a full transcript being made available to 
me In timely fashIon, to provide the assistance you request of me in your letter of 18 April 94, and as 
you requested of me In hearing of February 10th, 1994. Unless the White House presumes to 
attempt to classify the contents of my diSCUSSions with them, and you accede to such a request, I 
would expect all such eventual aSSIstance and transcripts and exhibits which I will personally bnng 
(documents). to be made part of the Subcommittee's Record, fully avaitable to the public. 

3 I want no contact, nor access glVerl to my testimony and exhibits proffered, to the 
indiVidual on your staff claiming to be a "good friend" of the IndiVIdual that has threatened me twice 
and! want the ChaIr's assurance. that should further threats be received by me from that individual, 
or any other. for diSClOSing to your subcommittee these documents or photos, that you WIll promptly 
refer them to the Justice Department fOf Immediate Investigation. 

4 I want your personal assurance reiterated, as you gave me m the heanng February 10th, 
, 994 and offered to gain my statement that "1lNOuld Indeed cooperate upon that representation by 
the ChaIr that you "Wlil subpoena the documents (and photos)" If necessary If you WIll not keep 
your promise to me. and the Families attending that heanng, then I shall not be obliged to assist you 
In any way That IS whal you promised, and I expect you to honor that promise, for it is my op'nion 
that you Will have to exercise that promise before this IS done if you gain my testimony. I will give you 
an eVldentJary path to the matenals, and where they in fact resided, as of February 8th, 1994 

I believe your conduct as Chair of the Subcommittee In the POW/MIA hearing was laudatory of the 
hlgnesl standards of Integrity and responSIbilIty for Congressional Oversight I have yet seen In 20 
years of my haVIng sought to bring the government to truth on this matter, Mister Chairman Let me 
state thai I believe you are a man capable of getting at the truth, and will let the chips fall INhere they 
may However your staff failed to follow the orders you gave them regarding me. and there IS no 
e)(CUse for WithhOlding the record of my sworn testimony from me all this time. Those two realitIes, 
negate the statements of the Chalf gwen to me that day In shOrt, if it is your Intention to proceed as 
you told me then you Will have to ImmedIately correct that which has led me 10 believe your Intent 
was diSObeyed up 10 thiS point 

Ol~erwlse I shall conclude you have deCIded to renege on your own promIses gIVen In that heanng 
'_':'11 1 I hear from you I shall assume you Simply did not know of the failure of your staff regardIng 
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these matters. and the resulting loss of faith that has accordingly Impacted me, in accepting your 
statements to me, at their face value 

Sincerely, 

'li-., do.. r:.u 
BARRY A. TOLL 

~k 
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HONORABLE GARY L. ACKERMAN 
Chairman 

:!!UI) :!!W,J6..J'}(..d 

~ .J'~ .:H..ot .. JJ?O 

,j'/J-.J.:!J-J7J/ 

Sl.J-J:!?-J?62 

Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacmc 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
70, 0 Neill HOB 
Washington 0 C 20515 

June 14,1994 

Reference: 1) The ChaFrmans letter to me dated 18 Apnl1994 SUbj- Chairman's expression of 
thanks for testtmony on 10 Feb 94, and request for further assistance from me, to the 
Subcommittee 

2) Ltr from your Subcommittee, recv 7 June 94, Subr Request to submit corrections of 
transcnpt provided to my sworn testimony before you, on February 10, 1994 

CORRECTIONS TO TRANSCRIPT OF SWORN TESTIMONY OF FEBRUARY 10, 1994 

Dear Mr Chairman 

Thank you for prompt response to my letter of 24 May 94. In reply'to Reference 1) above. I received 
1t1e tranSCript on June 7 and here follow my requested corrections to that testimony. Altow me to say 
that having reviewed and corrected many transcripts In the last few" years, yours required the least 
effort by far and away and that was of some relief. There IS one major problem I have however, 
occurring near the end of my testimony and I am sure It IS caused by your remarks on Page 251, at 
:... 'nes 5826-7 'We have to talk one at a time, or otherwise It Is not going to work out for the 
record." 

, !"lavE' spoken WIth two other witnesses present (Carol Hrdlicka and Judy Rainey), and \W! recall 
;;aeclflc words spoken by the Chair at that pomt. that do not appear in the tranSCript; obviously, your 
:.:at~ prediction regarding the record has come true. I shall address that point in the chronological 
seCL<ence of corrections that follow In thiS letter 

S;nce I also have over 300 pages of sworn testimony or submitted S'NOm statements on this same 
:OOIC as a result of the Senate Select Committee on POW and MIA Affairs, I am meticulously 
:oncerned With consistency Therefore I am prOVIding the annotation "(Note<S>:)", and appropriate 
::lmment to those enterrng these corrections. for any clarification they might need. There are some 
"ev'laOle pnonetlc errors as you certainly know better than I, when dealing with acronymic esotencs 
r~erer1! in diSCUSSions of thiS tOPIC I believe the corrections I've submitted will best serve to resolve 

. "-,ose errors while remaining In accordance WIth the request on your June 2, 1994 dated Jetter that 
,,).~ .'lQuld appreciate If corrections were kept to a minimum to save expenSIVe resetting", and still 
::'eserve the Integrrty of what I Intended to and did say 

.\ 
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Corrections and Notes for sworn tes~lmonV of Barry A Toll, appeanng before the Subcommittee on 
February 10, 1994 are as follow 

Page 236, Line 5451 

Simple Correction Delete word 'MACVSOG" 

Complex Correction Move word "MACVSOG" from Line 5451, to Line 5452 and insert words to read 
Immediately after 'in Laos in 1968, u;.en later detached to MACVSOG. to the Whb House ...... 
Lines 5451 and 5452 should then reat1 correctly "as a leader of top secret clandestine missions 
to rescue American POWs in Laos'in 1968, then latar detached to MACVSOG. to the Whtta 
House ... ". 

NOTE: This error whether due to phonetic garbling around the acronymic use of 
MACVSOG' or my own JuxtaJX)Srtlon of syntax, must be corrected. The point here is that the 

referenced miSSion to "rescue Amencan POWs", IS NOT a MACVSOG mission per se, although the 
intelligence precipitating the attempt onglnates from SOG-BO, Prisoner Recovery and Studte6 Group, 
It was conducted by me under direct orders of Major General (Retired) Stan McClellan, then 
commander of a Task Force counter-attackIng a major North Vietnamese at the Tri Border junctions 
of Laos Camoocha and South VIetnam McClellan, was then officially Commander, of the 3rd 
Bngade 4th Infantry DIVISIon, and dIrectly controUed my actIVIties as I was one of his Long Range 
Reconnaissance Patrol Team Leaders performIng top secret, clandestine, Intelligence gathenng 
missions My testImony In closed deposition before the Senate Select Committee dated June 24 
~ 992 directly addresses thIS ISSue The sse has a swom Aft'idavit by survivors d the miSSion a~ 
t=Xhlblt accompany my testimony, and correctIOns, explaining the complex command relationship. In 
no way should the mIssIon be construed as a MACVSOG miSSion, although the Intelligence for It, 
derrved from SOG-80 As presently worded, Without correction, the wrong Impression is gIVen 
although my transcnpt and correctIons to the sse are qUite clear, when read With the accompanying 
sworn AffidaVit of SUMVQfS, denved from, and submitted by House Whip David Boniors oIfice in 
OctoDer 1990 RepresentatIVe Bonm represented one of the survivors of this rescue atter.:.pt, 
Michael Bartholmevv for years and the Affid8VIt was done at Bonier's request for reasons other than 
;:JOW/MIA maMers The POInt here IS that the error, while minor In distInction, gives a false 
,mpresslon contradicted by the record established In my sse testImony. You can correct It by either 
the Simple CorrectIon or Complex Correct,on' as you deem appropriate, JAW your 
aforementIoned need ·to allOld expensIVe resettIng·'. Either chOice is fine with me but it must be 
o:nanged and IS not accurately recorded 

Page 236, Line 5456 PhonetiC tranSCription error 

G'ep13ce second OCcurrence of word '·in' With word "end" 
"-'ne 5456 should read" Integrity In the maMer at hand and end the trail of tears 

Page 237, Line 5460 PhonetIC transcriptIon error 

;;>ePlace word at end of line 5460 as. With word "In·· 

- ~e :-4130 shOUld now read 1967 And In 1968. after heavy combat as an Infantryman In· 
• 
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Page 237, Line s.t89' PhonetIC transcriptIon error 

Replace word "about" WIth word ·'ouf' 
Line 5469 shOuld now read "House In assignments vanously out of the Embassy In" 

Page 237, Line 5478 PhonetIC tranSCription error 

Replace word "Is" With word "his' 
line 5478 should now read "the United States, or his desIgnated successor, or alternate" 

Page 237, Line 5482, PhonetiC tranSCriptIon error 

Replace acronyTnlc "SSE" With "sse" 
Note This error occurs several tImes thoughout the transcript and is derived from erroneoui 

phonetIC interpretation The acronym refers to the "Senate Select Committee", and should bI 
sse 

Page 238, Line s.a&: 

Same error replace 'SSE" WIth 'sse" 

Page 238, Lines U92 and 5493: erroneous statement 

NOTE The words appeanng In the transcript "when Senator Smith in an outburst challeogec 
one of the men who testIfied here today "are In error on my part While I do not belielle a change ~ 
necessary I do WISh thiS note to be part of the Subcommittee's whole record. As the Chainnal 
menliOned later. weather on February 9 and 10, 1994 was a factor In witnesses' traYel to testilY. M 
flight had been canceled on the 9th of February and Indeed. my night to testify on the morning c 
the 10th was also delayed 3 hours I arnved therefore, In the hearing room at noon. I asked soothe 
witness In the room In hushed tones ·who had testified for the government SO far?". "I W8I 
mistakenly told Charles Trowbndge, of DPMO had testified, and hence" made this misleadi"! 
statement II IS my error Although Senator Smith later, formally, referred hiS own charges of "mal 
fraud and perJury' to Attorney General Janet Reno for investigation, naming putHlCly Mr. Ed ROIl 
and Charles Trowbndge's testimonies before the Senate Select Committee. Mr. Ross did testify 01 

February 10th 1994. but Mr Trowbrtdge did not Mr, Trowbridge was on the pa~eI before the sse 
that Senator Smith In an outburst challenged" WIth my behind closed doors testimony. on 24 JUIlI 
94 but Mr Ross was not a member of that panel Hence, my statement here IS not exactly correc 
and I correct IS so. for the record WIth thIS note 

Page 239. Line 5523 PhonetIC transcnptlon error 

!;(eplace hrst'NOrd tn hne 'v.ry with 'various· and 'NOrd "spect.Uy" with "espeel.lly" 
L..;ne 5523 shOuld now read ·various specialIZed and Unified commands.HPKilillyCINCPAC,· 

Page 239, Line 5527 PhonetIC transcnptlon error 

QeD'ace word Quong WIth Quang and word ··documents" with "OocuIl'lMlt'S" 
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Line 5527 should now read "And of course, I Just make note of the Quang Document's" 

Page 240, Line 5533 PhOnetiC transcription error 

Replace INOrd '$3.2-' WIth $3.25" 
Line 5533 should naN read -he 'NOuld provide them a minimum of $3.25 billion in" 

Page 240, Line 5539 PhonetiC transcnptlon error 

Replace word -'me WIth 'NOrd "men" 
Line 5539 should now read ''Vletnamese would hold men back" 

Page 240, line 5542: PhonetiC error or cianficatlon required 

Replace word ·'that· With words "Rand advised" 
line 5542 should read "ha .... lng to pay ransom, Rand advised rt would best proceed as such a" 

Page 240, Line 6664 PhonetiC transcription error 

Replace word "if' Wlth word "that" and replace 'NOrd "where with 'NOrd "wherein" 
Line 5554 shOuld now read "And that preclprtated an atmosphere wherein on the 21st or 

Page 240, Line 5555 PhonetiC transcnptlon error 

Replace 'NOrd "Moore'- With proper spelling of "Moor.," 
This error occurs throughout the transcnpt, refenmg to Chairman of .... Joint Chiefs of Stiff, 
Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, erroneously as .. Moor .... 

Page 240, Line 5657: PhonetIC transcnptlon error 

Insert word -if' between words "should" and "have" 
Line 555, shOuld read -Withdrawal from Vietnam, an event that should It have reached" 

Page 241, Line 5658: PhonetiC transcnption error 

Delete word and 
!"'tne 5558 should now read ·"the public ears at that time lMluld have caused and outcry" 

Page 241, Line 5562 Repetltllle transcription error 

Change Moore to -Moorer-- as noted earlier 

Page 241. Line 5663: Repetitive error ... Change "SSE" to "sse". 

Page 241. Line 5565: PhonetiC tranSCription error 

'lser: word that bet'Neen words was and -he 
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Line 5565 should read now ".nd:lal testlmonteS, was that he reversed that order, and the" 

Page 241, Line 5567 ... Change "Moore" to "Moorer" again. 

Page 241, Line 5668: PhonetiC tranSCription error 

Change word "the" to word "these 
Insert word "back" between WOfds' held"' and "In" 
line 5568 should read now "spectflcatly noted these men held back in Laos. On the 28th" 

Page 241, Line 5574 Phonebc transcription error 

Replace first word In hne ""on" With word "Into" 
Line 5574 should nO'N read "Into the Indian Ocean 

Page 241, Line 6678- Error In date 

Change date "28th" to "29th' 
Line 5578 should now read "House And then we know that on the 28th of March that the" 

Page 241, Line 5580: PhonetiC transcription error 

Replace word --me" With word --men 
line 5580 should now read "thelr POWs were on the way home, as our men began stepping' 

Page 242, Line 6586 ... Chang. repeated .rror "SSE" to "sse" ageln. 

Page 242. Line 5591: Misleading phonetiC transcription error 

Replace word "his' With word "this and Insert word "Roger" after word "me," 
Line 5591 should now read "according to thts $\YOm testimony, "You did not hear me, Roger. Tn 

Note: I am citing sworn testimony before the Senate Select Committee here, of Mr. Shield! 
.... erbatlm 

Page 242. Line 5595, Change repetitive error "SSE" to "sse" again. 

Page 242, Line 5699: PhonetiC tranSCription error 

Replace word and" With word -amid 
~,ne 5599 ShOuld now read But on May 26, 1973. a~1cI continuing secret talks with the" 

Page 242, Line 5602 necessary punctuatIOn needed 

~Iace quotation marks around words all of Indochlnll." 
Line 560::: should now read POW/MIAs of the Pans Accords applies"to all oflndochlnll".~ 
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Page 243, Un. &810, PhonetIC transcnptlon error 

Replace 'Mlrd 'In" With word 'within" and comma punctuation needed. 
Line 5610 shOUld now read "sentence from the Vietnamese. within a few dozen days_" 

Page 243, Line 6620. needed quotatIOn marks 

Place quotation marks and question mark around words "did we .... men behind?· 
line 5620 should now read -at "did we leave men behind?". !-Ie said, 'M'lat I recollect of his· 

Note ThIs IS a questlOll Chairman Ackerman asked of WItness Winston Lord in the hearing. 

Page 243, lin. 6621 Needed punctuatlon referring to Chairman', question ear1ier. 

Place quotation mari<s around words "not want to air unfair accusMlons.· 
Line 5621 should now read "response, IS that he "did notwantto .... unflliraccusations." • 

NOTE The quotatlOl1 IS otMous, refers to the exchange ear1e between the Chair and 
Winston Lord 

Page 2.&3, Unes 6828 and 5830: Phonetic transcription and punctuation errors 

Insert word "stated" betNeen words "and .", and punctuate with quotation marks. 
Unes 5628 thru 5630 s~uld f"IOW" property read "nuclear .... ecution codes. I walked into work 
one day and stated, "I will never WeIIr u.. uniform again undM' _lying Executin". And I aid 
"I do not car. if you put me in u.. stockllde. II 

Page 2". Lin. 5875 

Insert word "if' betYIeen 'NOrds "Wllnt" and 'NOrd "to» 

ShOUld read now "persons who did not want it to see the light 01 day". 

Page 247, Line 5723 

Change word 'proffered' to -'proffer" Should read "And I proft'ar some of them to the 
committee." 

Page 251 Refer to Chair's comments at Lines 5826-8, Quote "We hzNe to talk one at a time, or 
otherwise It IS not gOing to wor1< out for the record And I know you have a lot to saV.-

ThiS entire exchange IS absent certain statements I am absolutely certain the Chair made, and I 
made dunng thiS exchange The reason IS ob\Iiously because fA the Chair's own statement above, as 
...ve garDled each other s speech. In attempting to talk simuttaneousty. 

i specifically recall the Chair saVIng' I will subp0en8 the documenlli and photos if necessary". I 
also recall Ihe Chair firmly and unequM:X::a11y directing the Staff (he spoke on the record to Mr. Russ 
\NIlson) to get with Mr. Toll to recetve the documents aforementioned I had arrayed on the 
wllness panel table before me 

, 
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While the Chairman's remarks at Line 5821-23 state quite clearty" .we will gain access to them, 
or we will make every valiant effort to do so, or find out why." IS clear in its intent, my specific 
recollection IS that he also said "I will subpoena the documents and photos If necessary". Both 
witnesses Carol Hrdlicka and Judith Rainey have the exact same recollection as I do, and they were 
present In the room, or on the same panel 

Further I would not have then stated at lme 5824 that "All nght, Mr, Chairman, On your word, I shall 
proceed to cooperate 'had I not heard the \\'Ord "subpoena", as I had already stated at Lines 5804-
07 thai I \\'Ould only "cooperate" 'If you cOnvince me the effort IS gOing to be eamest, I certainly 
wood There are persons feanng politICal retributIOn Mr. Chairman, on the matter, And I take it at 
your word that the effort would be eamest" t also recall distinctly saying at one point after the Chair's 
subpoena" statement to me, "Upon the representation by the Chairman, I would be glad to 

cooperate That too IS mlssmg, apparently because of the garbling. 

The point may be semantical to som •• but it is critical to my own representations under 
oath. If the audio tape Is Indistinguishable, and the Chair does not precisely recall, then I 
would request this portion of my "corrections" be made a part of the record, at page 261. 

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\Hothing further 
follows\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 

BARRY ALLEN TOLL 

Executed in the County of Pinellas, State of Flori ne 16,1994. 
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STATEMENT OF 
RICHARD F. SCHULTZ 

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 

BEFORE THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEBRUARY 10, 1994 

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE: 

On behalf of the 1.4 million members of the Disabled 
American Veterans and its Women's Auxiliary, may I say that we 
deeply appreciate being given this opportunity to present our 
views on United States policy toward Vietnam. 

Mr. Chairman, at the outset, I wish to commend you, Ranking 
Member Leach, and all the members of the Subcommittee for your 
decision to hear the Views of our nation's leading Veterans 
Service Organizations, family members of those missing, and 
other interested parties, regarding this matter of great 
national importance. 

As the leading organization representing America's 
combat-disabled veterans, we have a vital interest in the issues 
before the Subcommittee today. Mr. Chairman, before I address 
our specific views concerning Vietnam, however, allow me to 
state the philosophy of the Disabled American Veterans regarding 
the general issue of POWjMIAs. 

Mr. Chairman, when our national leaders have elected to 
send our country's best and brightest young men and women into 
combat, the members of our armed services have always gone into 
battle without hesitation. And in every case, our servicemen 
and servicewomen have constantly displayed valor and courage 
far beyond the call of duty. 

In every instance requiring the use of force to protect our 
vital national interests, members of our Armed Forces have taken 
wlth them an unwritten, unspoken, but unbreakable contract of 
the battlefield. A contract from our government that simply 
states: We will leave no one, dead or alive, in the hands of 
the enemy. 

Based on this unwritten, unspoken, but unbreakable 
contract, the DAV strongly believes that our nation has a sacred 
obligation to account for its miSSing servicemen and women who 
do not return from the fields of battle. This contract was 
meant to have no loopholes, no escape clauses, and absolutely no 
room for negotiation. 
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In our view, the U.S. government -- dating back to the end 
of World War II -- haa failed miserably in meeting the terms of 
this contract. It is a great national travesty that we still 
have not accounted for nearly 90,000 American patriots since the 
end of World War II. 

Mr. Chairman, every DAV member in every corner of the 
country has a standing obligation to press our national leaders 
to develop policies consistent with this unwritten, unspoken, 
but unbreakable contract of the battlefield in order to ensure 
that American fighting forces are never again used as political 
pawns. 

Regarding the situation with Vietnam, delegates to the 
DAV's recent annual DAV National Convention unanimously adopted 
a resolution which urged the President not to lift the embargo 
or normalize relations with Vietnam until the U.S. government 
received the fullest possible accounting of our missing comrades. 

At a White House meeting just hours before the embargo was 
lifted last Thursday, DAV Washington Headquarters Executive 
Director Arthur H. Wilson told President Clinton that the DAV 
did not agree that recent Vietnamese actions justified lifting 
the embargo. Wilson added that much of the information and 
ass~stance Vietnam has provided in the past six months could 
have been -- and should have been -- provided nearly two decades 
ago. 

While we disagreed with President Clinton on lifting the 
embargo at this time, the DAV agrees with our Commander-In-Chief 
that resolving the POW/MIA issue should remain our nation's 
highest national priority. The DAV is also grateful that 
President Clinton -- unlike others who have occupied the OVal 
Office -- has made a tremendous effort to seek the advice and 
involvement of the major Veterans Service Organizations in 
seeking to resolve the POW/MIA question. 

As a matter of fact, the DAV was part of a delegation .ent 
to Vietnam last July by the President to stress to the 
Vietnamese government the importance of providing tangible 
progress on the remaining POW/MIA cases. Obviously, that trip 
was very successful in terms of encouraging the Vietnamese 
government to provide additional information. 

While on that trip with Assistant Secretary of State 
Winston Lord, Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs Herschel 
Gober, and Lt. Gen. Mike Ryan, the DAV was also able to 
witness first-hand the dedication and determination of the 
members of the Department of Defense's Joint Task Force Full 
Accounting. There's no doubt that the members of the Joint Task 
Force are working diligently to provide as many answers a8 
possible. 
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Now that the embargo has been lifted, the DAV believes that 
the Joint Task Force should stay intact so that we may continue 
to closely monitor Vietnam's level of cooperation. We also 
believe that the American public -- as percent of whom don't 
believe Vietnam has been forthcoming on the POW/MIA issue, 
according to a December 1993 Associated Press poll -- demands 
that our nation continue to leave no stone unturned in the quest 
for the fullest possible accounting. 

Mr. Chairman, the DAV also believes that our nation must 
continue to seek the Vietnamese government's full cooperation to 
improve Vietnam's horrendous hUman rights record. Just last 
month, for instance, members of a humanitarian assistance group 
supported by the DAV and funded by the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, were detained and harassed by over 
zealous Vietnamese policemen at the Hanoi Airport for more 
than three hours. 

The group, whose trip was sanctioned by the Vietnamese 
government, was in Vietnam to provide more than $100,000 worth 
of prosthetic devices to needy Vietnamese war veterans -- from 
the North and South. Unfortunately, as the policemen ripped 
through the group's materials, some of the prosthetic devices 
were ruined, thus depriving a destitute war veteran of 
much-needed aesistance. This type of human rights abuse must 
not and cannot be tolerated. 

In summation. Mr. Chairman, the DAV believes that America 
has a sacred obligation to account for its servicemen and 
serV1cewomen who do not return from the fields of battle. We 
further believe that our government must develop safeguards to 
ensure that our nation never again places short-term economic 
and political agendas ahead of our nation's long-standing moral 
obligation to determine the fates of our POW/MIAs. 

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Disabled American Veterans, 
I again thank you and the members of this Subcommittee for 
allowing us this opportunity. At this time, I'd be happy to 
answer any questions you or the other members may have. 

• 
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STATEMENT OF 
JOHN F. SOMMER, JR. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

BEFORE THE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATrvES 

FEBRUARY 10, 1994 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee: 

The American Legion appreciate. this opportunity to present 
testimony on a matter of highest national priority, the issue of 
prisoners of war and missing in action in Indoc~ina 
specifically on reported vietnamese cooperation with JOl.nt Task 
Force Full Accounting. 

At the very out.et, we want to place on the record The 
American Legion's definition of what woul.d constitute the fu~l­
est possible accountinq of our POW/MIAs. OUr definition, whl.ch 
is shared by other organizations and soae members ot congress is 
turning over live prisoners, expeditioualy repatriating the 
remains or those who were killed in action or di.d in captivity, 
or providing a valid, conclusive report why neither is possiDle. 

The American Legion racollUllena all concerned with this 
important issue should unite in adopting a workaDle, logical 
definition of "fullest possible accounting" so that we can all 
agree on the ultimate goal. As far as we know, the U. s. 
Government __ although it has supposedly been working to solve 
this problem for over 25 years -- has never articulated a 
definition of this fundamental objective. 

In our testimony, we intend to analyze Hanoi's cooperation 
in the four objective areas specified by the Presidential Delega­
tion that visited Vietnam last SWlDler. Naxt, we want to ac­
quaint the subcommittee with the multitude of problems we have 
encountered in dealing with the Executive Branch. Finally, we 
will ofter some important recommendations on a viable future 
course of action on the POW/MIA issue. 

Presidential QeleaatiQD objectiyes 

I was assigned by our National COlllJllander to represent The 
American Legion on the Presidential Delegation which visited 
Vietnam last July under the leadership of Assistant- secretary of 
State for East Asian and Pacitic Atfairs Winston Lord, Deputy 
secretary ot Veterans Affairs Hershel Gober, and Lt. Gen. Michael 
Ryan, Assistant to the Chairman ot the Joint Chiefs ot Staff. 

• 

, ' 
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. Before dispatching the Delegation, President Clinton made 
lot clear that Hanoi should not expect any favorable actions by 
the United States until it fully cooperated in four specific 
areas. We would like to review each area and provide and our 
evaluation or the level or Vietnamese cooperation with the Joint 
Task Force. 

1. CSmsret. r.aull;& by Vim,. to r.poyer And repotriAt, 
tb, remAins or mis.ing Americ,ns. 

Cooperation has been tar fro. satisfactory. In 1993, joint 
US-SRV operations returned 67 sets or remains and only 3 of those 
have so tar been identified. as bericans. Thus, during the 
period 1974-1993 only 321 sets or identified remains have been 
returned, with 272 coming fro. Vietnam, 47 from Laos and 2 from 
the peoples Republic of China. Thi. averages out at about 17 per 
year. Even in the last three years, when Hanoi lia. allegedly 
been "tully cooperating,- on average only 13 have been returned 
each year -- a rate only about 25 percent or the 19 year average. 

Therefore, we conclude Hanoi has not been tully cooperating 
in this area. Particularly, when the U. S. Government has in its 
possession Validated inrormation that Hanoi has "warehOUSed" 
approximately 400 remains that it bas strategically doled out a 
few at a ti... In tact our own government has not provided the 
American public with methodoloqy. They base their measurements 
toward progress in accounting. 

In addition, The berican Legion has obtained through 
declassified records co.pellinq inforaation that reported 
Americans were seen and remains of-soae who died between 1976 and 
1980 buried outside Vietnam ... prisons arter 1973. The reports 
specifically relate to 80 Americans who died in 5 prisons not 
known to hold our POWs durinq the war. Atter obtaining this 
information, we requested a meetinq of the Presidential Delega­
tion to set forth the docuaents and. urqe expedited .earches for 
these remains by the u.s. Government. To our knowledq., no 
government otficial had visited these five prisons other than 
one, Tan Lap-Phu Tho, and that wa. only after Sanator Bob Smith'. 
visit to the prison in July, 1993. Tha _eting was hald on 
January 18, 1994, and at that time, we were told our government 
would tollow up. This i. a another glarinq example of the 
ineptitude of the U.S. Govermaent in ita failure to check out 
promilling intelligence information it has had in ita po ••••• ion 
for many years. We do not really expect any better r •• ult. this 
time, as we will later detail the U.S. Governaent's lonq record 
of ignoring our recommendations on this important i.aue. 

2. Continued resolution ot "last-kngwn-Aliya" disorep,noy 
cases through a new priority in"..tiqatiqD 1;"", plYA continua­
tion of live-sighting inyestigotion •• 

It is extremely difficult to analyze this objective, be­
cause the Detense POW/MIA Office give. us virtually no m.aning-
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ful information. According to available information, General vessey initially compiled a group of "discrepancy cases," about 135 last-known-alive cases, and shared them with the Vi.~namese. A roximately 73 of the cases are still unresolved at th~s date. w:Phasten to point out that the term discrepancy cases goes back to 1975 and the actual development of the list rests ~olelY on the Federal Government. In addition, we have Deen advlsed that there were other equally compelling case. not added to the list at the time the group of discrepancy cas.s was compiled by 
General vessey. 

We suggest this subcommittee should really "dig-in" r,eqard­log this objective and require the Defense POW/MIA !Jfflce to present a detailed briefing of each case, specifying l.nvestiga­tiona conducted, results achieved, the basis for closing out,the case and any remaining actions to be taken. Up to this POl.~t, the Pentagon has hidden behind spurious claims of classificatl.on and privacy to prevent the families of mi •• ing •• rvicemen and the public from learning the true status of the.e very compalling cases that Hanoi's hard-line communist laadership shOUld be able to resolve to our satisfaction. 

RegarcUnq live-sighting inve.tigations, we have have no confidence in the Joint Task Force-Full Accounting. Ameri7an investigators cannot move anywhere in Vietnam without bel.ng accompanied by their "handlers," troll Vietnam's ott ice ot Seeking Hissing Personnel. FUrther, advance notice is given t~ ~he Vietnamese so the effectiveness of u.s. personnel questl.o~l.ng Vietnamese citizen. is jeopardized. Thu., communist officl.als have ample opportunity to "stage manage" each investigation. 
3, Increafted Vietnamese Is.iatlne. in accounting for Americ:ns mrs;J:nS in areas of Laos where Vi@tnOmgse forces oper­ated during the war. 

potentially, this area should offer qreat o~portunities since over 500 Americans are still unaccounted for l.n Laos and, during operation Homecoming, no American POW. returned from Laos, although nine Americans captured. in Laos retur~ed through Hanoi. Anyone who has researched the lIessage traffl.c from the American embassy in Laos in the spring of 1973 can clearly see that Laos did have live American POW. at that time, and the U.S. Government did absolutely nothing to liberate them. We have seen documents reporting land line intercepts which reveal the movement of American prisoners from Laos to North Vietnam in late 1973. While only partial information has been released to the archives, a complete search of all government records should be 
conducted. 

Since the Detense POW/MIA Office has not give~ us any meaningful information on searches in Laos, we have no way to offer an evaluation. We did receive some information informallY from the State Department, but not enough on which we ca~lb~se ~ conclusion. We have heard that the first trl. a era 

investigation in the area of the Ho Chi Minh trail was recently conducted but have no idea of the official results received. As has happened in many aspects of this issue, the primary source of information is the new. media. 

We would, however, like to observe that SOIla Members of Congress, and others favored liftinq the embargo against Vietnam so that we COUld, in their opinion, get .better access to the country.ide~ The . illoqical nature of that contention --Decomes apparent when you recall that the United states never',broke diplomatic relation. with, or imposed an eabarqo against, Laos -­yet results from soae tew investigations in Laos have .been extremely .. ager. FUrther, the theory that having more businessmen on the ground in Vietnam will increase the opportuni ties to locate any surviving American POWs or other related inforaation is que.tionable. The businessmen would seldom, if ever, venture out into the jungles and mountains and more importantly, the Communist Vietnamese government will never permit them access to prisons, or other restricted areas in that country. 

4. Expanded access to arehiyes and gontinuing interyiD's ;0 resQlye questions about the fates of POWs and MIAs. 

This is the most tenuous of the four objective.. The only information we have to go on are unsubstantiated statements by various U.S. Government officials that the Vietname.e are providing more and more access to wartime documents. We have not seen these alleged documents and we have not received any infor­mation from the Defense POW/MIA Office on their detailed contents. Therefore, it is not possible to even hazard a gu.as as to the status of this objective. w. would, however, like to observe that in Deceaber 1992 the first director of the Defen •• POW/KIA ott ice, Alan ptak, told Th. American Legion that up to that point Vietn .. had only provided on. percent ot the docuaents and information the U.S. Governllent knows they poases.. With respect to the most recent release of thousands of photographs, only about one per cent of the collection reportedly pertainad to POWs and MIAs. That leaves us with the presumption that Vietnam still has a long way to go in providing truly unre8tricted acce •• to relevant documents relatinq to missing US servicemen. 
pow survey 

The American Legion firmly believes that the U.S. Govern­ment has failed to use one of the best possible sources of infor­mation on what really happened to our POW/MIAs the 591 American POWs who returned durinq ~peration Homecoming. 
Clearly, the former Senate Select Co_ittee on POW/KIA Affairs shared our concern. For, after ancounterinq a flat refusal from the Pentagon tor full access to the Operation Home­coming debriefing reports {only the Chairman and Vice Chairman 



were given access) -- despite the fact that 285 returned POWs 
waived their rights to confidentially. 

To give you II. clear picture of the Select Committe.'s total 
discontent with the Pentagon's stonewalling on this vital issue, 
let me quote froll page 270 of the Select Co_ittae's final re­
port, where reference is made to a request to the Pentagon tor 
access: "The co.-itt.s request was in furtherance ot a complete 
record, the suspicions surrounding the debriefing proc •••.... " 
Hr. Chairman, the phrase "the suspicions surrounding the debrief­
ing process" sums it all up -- atter decad •• ot incompetence and 
evasion some within the pentagon simply cannot be trusted to 
pursue 'one of its most essential missions -- to protect and 
liberate American POWs and to bring about the resolution of this 
issue. This has been illustrated in internal reports criticizing 
the handling of the POW/MIA issue, which were classified by 000. 

On page 271, the Select committee urged DoD "to conduct a 
full, independent review to clarify this issue for the public. 
The review should be undertaken by DOD staff and not assiqned to 
the DIA, and the results should be provided to the appropriate 
oversight committees of Conqress and aade public." 

Realizing that access to POW debriefinqs was •• sential, The 
American Legion conducted it. own survey of tha returned POWs. 
We mailed 500 survey forms and received a relatively high 
response rate of 47 percent. Of tho •• respondinq, we received 
significant indicators that soma of the r.turned POWs balieve the 
issue is far froll resolved. Eleven percent believed thay had 
firsthand information on POws who did not return during operation 
Homecoming. Thirteen percent believed the Vietnamese operated 
addi tional prison systems fro. which American POWs did not re­
turn. Fifteen percent believed the Vietnamese aeqreqated POWs 
having particular technical or intelligence knowledge and either 
transferred them to other countries or did not return them during 
operation Homecoming. 

On November 16, 1993, W8 wrote to President Clinton request­
ing him to implement the recommendation of the Select Committee 
cited earlier. To date we have not received an acknowledgement 
that the White House received our letter. 

The Executiye Branch "StoneWAll" on the POWIMIA rllU. 

Hr. Chairman, we would now like to very briefly cite just 
some of the instances the Executive Branch 'has turned a deaf ear 
to sound information and suggestions emanating from The American 
Legion, POW/MIA families and other organizations. 

Investigations of live sighting reports have peen nonexis­
tent or are incomplete. Many documents received by the families 
have been heavily redacted and left unintelligible. 
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Pilot recoqnition signals (often analyzed as valid by knowl­
edgeable military photo interpreter experts) have been debUnked 
and ignored. Radio intercepts have been buried in the tiles. 

Little or no emphasis has been placed on liberating live 
American POWs. The total concentration has been on siftinq 
throuqh dirt at crash sites. The administration reports that 
it recovered. 67 reaains in 1993, but only three have been 
positively identified as American servicemen. 

The world-famous Soviet 1205 and 735 reports discovered last 
year have been virtually dismissed out-of-hand, despite the fact 
that many experts believe they establish a prima facie case that 
Hanoi held back hundreds of American POWs during operation Home­
coming. 

Task Force Russia, a highly competent, dedicated group of 
experts searching for American POWs and remains of miSSing 
servicemen in the former Soviet Union, was disbanded just as it 
was starting to be effective. 

After dedicated military officials produced a well document­
ed report proving American POWs ware taken from Korea to the 
Soviet Union, the Pentagon slapped a veil of secrecy over it __ 
despite President Clinton's promise to declassify POW/MIA docu­
ments. We understand it is now being reanalyzed under contract 
by the Rand Corporation. 

Mr. Chairman, we could go on and on, but just this small 
sample indicates the scope of the problem -- for decades the 
Executive Branch of the U.S. Government, through faulty deci­
sions and bureaucratic incompetence has failed in its moral duty 
to protect and liberate American POWs and has many times slammed 
the door in the face of their grieving families when they seek. 
information about their loved ones. And always, this 
misdirection and incapacity has been cloaked in a totally 
unnecessary layer of classification, not to protect information 
from enemies, but from the American people. 

What Needs to Be pone 

Mr. Chairman, The American Legion, and its 3.1 million 
members from all parts of the nation, calls on you and your 
Subcommittee to assume a leadership role and help get the 
POW/MIA issue back on track toward real, effective action. We 
would like to briefly outline our views at this time and offer 
to meet with you or your staff to discuss details. 

The American Legion 
recommendations: 

sets forth the following 

1. Centralize POW/MIA activiti.. in a responsible office 
reporting directly to the Secretary of Defense, remove the 0.-
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fense Intelligence Agency from all POW/MIA responsibilities and 
make each military service responsible for its own POW/MIAs. 

2. Declassify all POW/MIA information (except that revealinq 
intelligence sources or methods) in a form readily available to 
public review. 

3. Reassign responsibilities for identification of remains trom 
the U.S. Army Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii to the 
smithsonian Institution. 

4. Provide adequate personnel and resources so that investiga­
tive efforts of World War II, Cold war, and Korean War POW/MIA 
situations can be broadened and accelerated. 

5. Initiate or strengthen joint commissions with Russia, the 
people's Republic of China, and North Korea to increase POW/MIA 
recovery efforts. 

6. Establish a joint standing congressional committee on POW/MIA 
affairs to ensure continued action by the executive branch in 
addressing the POW/MIA issue. Absent such a joint committee, 
establish a presidential POW/MIA commission comprised of 
nongovernmental officials. 

7. Take further favorable actions toward Vietnam only after Hanoi 
provides the fullest possible accounting for POW/MIAs in Vietnam 
or ia areas of Laos and Cambodia it controlled during the Vietnam 
War. 

a. The U.S. Government should make a maximum effort to resolve 
the fate of unaccounted Americans from World War II, the Cold 
War, and the Korean War by obtaining the return of any live 
prisoners, the repatriation of remains, and the fullest possible 
accounting for the missing. 

9. The U.S. Government should not provide normalization or any 
type of aid to North Korea until it fully· cooperates on POW/MIA 
matters. 

10. The President and congress should establish a Prisoner of 
War/Missing in Action Commission, comprised of individuals to 
include members of the nation's major veterans organizations, for 
the purpose of ascertaining during any conflict that American 
POW/MIAs are all accounted for, treated properly, and released 
from captivity at the earliest possible moment (see attached 
letter dated February 4, 1993 to President Clinton) . 

11. The U.S. Government should seek appropriate changes to inter­
national laws and regulations relating to prisoners of war and 
missing in action (see attached letter). . 

In closing Mr. Chairman, we in The American Legion commend 
you for your interest in holding this hearing on this vital , 

-
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issue. As a nation, periodically wa ask our young people to go 
to the ends of the earth to prot.ct the freedoms we enjoy. Mor. 
and more. often, o~ armad tore •• are becominq involVed in 
peacekeep1ng and huaanitarian misslons. It is simply and 
absolutely unconscionable that -- for almost half a century __ 
the Executive Branch, regardle.. ot which political party 
controlled it, haa utterly and repeatedly tailed in ita highest 
moral obliqation to protect and liberate Aaerican POWs and 
accc;»unt for the .issinq in action. Mr. Chairaan, we do not 
be11eve any reasonable person could aqre. with or support such 
a terrible blot on the con8cience ot Aaerica. W. Laplore you to 
s~are no eftort to help create an ettective POW/MIA Proqraa that 
W1 ll. correct the errors ot the past to the qreatest extent 
POss1ble, .ak. suitable amends to the bereaved POW/MIA families 
and keep faith with those serving in the armed forces now and i~ 
the future. 

Mr. Chairman, that completes our statement. 
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u.O<CWTl,,& O' •• C'TO. 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 PeoDsylvania A venue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

February 4, 1994 

DUriDg tbe meeting with tbose of us representing veterans 
orgaoizatioD5 on February 3, 1994, you asked me to furnisb you in 
writiog The American Legion's recomme.adatioas whia I had expressed 
verbally duriog the coune of our discussion reprding your decisioD to 
lift tbe tnde embargo on Vietnam. The recommendations, which 
emanate from Resolution No. lS adopted durio, our 1993 Natioaal 
Convention are set fOMb below. 

If anytbing bas been learned with .... pect to the POW!MIA 
situation in Vietnam it is tbat it must never happeD apm. There(o~ 
The American Legion strongly recommends that you, Mr. Presideut. and 
the Congress. immediately establish a utioual commwion, comprised of 
individuals including representatives of major veterans organizations, to 
asceMain in aov future conflicts involving the US armed. forces that 
American PO\\.'s aod :\-IIAs are accoUDted. for, treated properly and 
released from captivity at the earliest possible moment. 

Today, members of tbe armed forces have DO protection if 
captured by a hostile force. Therefore. The American Lqioo 
recommends tbat tbe Executive and tbe Congress seek appropriate 

• 

" 
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changes to internationalla.w and regulations relating to prisonen of war 
and missing in actioD, in order to protect current aad future memben of 
the US military services who are captured while participating in 

peacekeeping and humanitarian operations. At the present time they are 
DOt covered hy the Geneva Conventions or any other internatioaaJ law. 

A cue in point is Army Warrant Officer Michael Durant who was 
captured in Somolia in October 1993. He was listed as a "detainee" 
rather than a prisoner of war, and had nO protection whaUoever. 

A similar and more tragic case was that o( Marine Colonel 
Richard Higgins, who was captured by terrorists in Lebanon while 
serving as a United Nations observer and was executed in July 1990. 

Mr. President, The American Legion takes this issue very 
seriously, and appreciates your interest in the recommendations that 
were set forth during the meeting On February 3. The protection of the 
memben of our armed (orces who are captured by hostile forces is of 
the utmost importance. 

Sincerely. 
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.'~A.no.""AJ. LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
OF A.\tERICAN PRISONERS A.'IID MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

1001 (tI~'\jECTTOT "'"(SI'E. :IIORnIWEST.5Urn'19 

Statement of Ann Hills Griffiths 
Executive Director 

National League of Families of 
American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia 

Before the Subcommittee on Asian & Pacific Affairs 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 

February 10, 1994 

Mr. Chairman, Members of the COl1ll11ittee .•..•.. Thank you for the 
opportunity to be here today to represent the POW/MIA families. 

Although we support a policy of reciprocal steps by the U.S. to 
respond to concrete Vietnamese actions which account for missing 
Americans, we strongly opposed President Clinton's decision to lift 
the embargo at this time. In our view, the President's decision 
was premature and based upon an orchestrated series of events. 
Senior Clinton Administration officials and military officers 
heaped praise on Vietnam for cooperation and POW/MIA results which, 
by omission, were vastly over-stated, even distorted. 

The final push to get the embargo lifted was kicked off by 
Assistant secretary of State Winston Lord 1 s mid-December trip, 
dur~ng which he tenned Vietnam's cooperation as flabsolutely superb" 
and noted that the Vietnamese were going flaIl out" to be 
cooperative. His trip was followed by the spate of Senate 
delegations, all reportedly briefed by Joint Task Force-Full 
Accounting Commander Major General ThomaS' Needham or his 
SUbordinates that if the embargo were not lifted immediately, all 
POW/~IA cooperation w~th Vietnam would halt. Then followed Senator 
30hn Kerry, again praising Vietnam's cooperation as he has so many 
t~~es in the past. 

Topplng off this public relations stream was Admiral Charles 
Larson, Co~mander in Chief of U.S. Forces Pacific, the most senior 
,Jc,:!.ve-duty officer to visit Vietnam since the end of the war . 
.... L:!el/ quoted by the r:ledia and subsequently by the Senate in 
cor.:Hdering their vote on the Kerry/McCain amendment, Admiral 
~.Jr50n expressed his belief that the Vietnamese "are not holding 
an':'thing back." Like his subordinate General Needham, the Admiral 
.. as even quoted as advocating that the elllbargo be lifted, stating 
".:h.Jr. it '.,.ould facllitate achieving the fullest pOSsible accounting. 

7h:~ ~rchestroltion set the stage for passage of the Kerry/MCCain 
]:::cr.d;':lent to give President Clinton the political cover his 
ad~~sors felt ~e needed to move forward. This great push occurred 
jeSOl".:e the lac): of evidence that Vietnam is being fully 
~::::!"::hccrnlr.q, !n fact the U.S. Government holds evidence to the 
':'::::;",".:!".Jrj·, Ie"...:".: ;:::ol:cy-level administration officials are dismissing 
-. :q:-:or:r.g its relcvance, 
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There is no evidence to refute 20+ years of intelligence assessment 
that Vietnam can unilaterally account for hundreds of Americans if 
they make the political decision to do so. There is nothing except 
Hanoi's denials, and senior vietnamese authorities who have lied 
again and again -- during the war, after the Paris Accords, to 
Reagan and Bush administration officials, to the families, to 
General Vessey, to our nation's veterans and to Members of 
Congress. Yet, policy-level officials in the Clinton 
Administration continue to insist that vietnam's cooperation is 
"outstanding, absolutely superb, II etc. They label" proqress as 
"enormous" and "significant" or another "breakthrough. n These same 
officials admitted not even having read the negotiating record 
covering the crucial years of 1982-1989 Defore entering what they 
term negotiations. 

Earlier, the League had opposed President Clinton's July 2nd 
decision to drop U.S. opposition to the clearing of Vietnam's 
arrears in the IMF and his September 13th decision to ease the 
embargo to permit American businesses to participate in bidding for 
internationally funded contracts in Vietnam. We viewed these steps 
as signaling Hanoi that their consistent policy of withholding 
records and remains of Americans was succeeding. Now, in effect, 
the Clinton Administration has fully endorsed Hanoi's rhetoric and 
cited the level of POW/MIA activities as results sufficient to gain 
their national economic and political objectives. This, despite 
the President's listed POW/MIA criteria which, by any objective 
assessment, have not been met. 

The President's earlier commitments and assurances were obviously 
set aside last week when he decided not only to lift the embargo, 
but to "establish a liaison office in Vietnam to provide services 
to Americans there and help us pursue a human rights dialogue with 
the Vietnamese government." But, the President went on to assure 
our nation. "These actions do not constitute a normalization of our 
relationships~ Before that happens, we must have more progress, 
more cooperation and more answers." What the President didn't say 
'Jas more accountability the man alive, or his remains or 
convincing evidence as to why neither is possible. 

We are realistic; we don't get false hope, and our sense of 
responsibility has been demonstrated over the years. Our 
expectations are based solely on U.S. Government evidence which is 
kno'Jn to the families and was for many years the subject of 
official testimony before the House and- Senate. We don't expect 
to receive accountability for all missing Americans, but we want 
and deserve real, measurable results which bring peace of mind to 
the families. 

• 



President Clinton, u.s. senators, and administration officials and 
military officers have all stated their view that lifting the 
embargo will bring greater results. During the Senate debate on 
the Kerry/McCain amendment, most senators who voted in favor cited 
the hope for more progress in the interest of the POW/MIA families 
as a primary rationale. History does not validate their 
assumption. I hope that I am wrong, but years of direct experience 
tell me that inducements don't work. 

Regretfully, each year since the end of the second Re~9an term has 
been more difficult and frustrating. Especially since 1989, we 
have seen the core of the issue -- vietnam's knowledge and ability 
to unilaterally return remains being withheld -- virtually ignored, 
while the focuS turned to expanding the process. The shift from 
serious negotiations to field operations was further aitered with 
formation of the Joint Task Force-Full Accounting, a decision· made . 
late in the Bush Administration. 

The dedication and hard work of the newly assigned field personnel 
are recognized and deeply appreciated, but the current operational 
approach to resolve the core issue is one which does not have the 
families' trust. Field operators, particu1arly without the years 
of investigative experience, knowledge of the issue and language 
ability, cannot be expected to obtain results during field 
operations which have been recovered previously by Vietnamese 
personnel and are being withheld. 

We have learned to suspect and fear the definition of "progress· 
as defined by JTF-FA and the policy-level bureaucracy. Just prior 
to President Clinton's July 2nd decision to remove u.s. objections 
to international loans to Vietnam, I met with the President. He 
assured me that if he decided to move on the IFI's, not one step 
forward would be made to lift the bilateral embargo or normalize 
political relations without progress on POW/MIA •••• again •••• the 
definition of progress becomes crucial. 

The families can count; we know that only 11 Americans previously 
missing in Vietnam have been accounted for over the past two years. 
That is a statistic you don't see in the public. statements recently 
made by senior u.s. officials. Even the President stated, "Since 
the beginning of this administration, we have recovered the remains 
of 67 American servicemen. II Though misinformed, the President's 
statement is inaccurate~ never before have unidentified remains 
been listed as remains of American servicemen. 

In February 8th's WASHINGTON TIMES, and across the country since 
the report was by George Esper of ASSOCIATED PRESS, ArmY LTC John 
cray, head of the JTF-FA office in Hanoi, was quoted as stating, 
"This is the first repatriation ceremony since the embargo has been 
lifted. I think that instead of hurting, it will in fact enhance 
our process." 

I' 
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Even,worse, ~TC Cray goes on to state, "We have no evidence that 
they re hold1ng any warehouse full of remains as occurred in the 
past." These statement are not true! It should concern the 
Co~gress, the exe~utive.branch and the Army, as it does us, that 
th1s ~ec~ntlY. ass1gned .1nfantry officer with no knowledge of the 
ne~ot1a~1ng h1story or 1ntelligence assessments regarding remains 
be1ng w1thheld by Hanoi is being widely quoted on his beliefs. 

In February 7th's NEW YORK TIMES, Admiral Elmo Zumwalt Chief of 
Nava~ operatio~s from 1970-1974, wrote in support of the 
Pres1dent's dec1sion to lift the embargo, citing the turnover that 
same.day of 12 unidentified remains as "a promising first step" by 
Hano~ to r~spon~. He echoed other State and Defense Department 
p,:,-b11? af~a1rs. d1storti~ns, perhaps another victim of "spinmasters" 
d1st:1but1ng 1naccurac1e:,.. Th~ question is, are we going to 
C?nt1nue t~ see such off1c1al d1stortions? Are all long-delayed 
b1ts and p1eces of progress to be credited to the embargo lift? 
I bel~ev~ the SUb~ommittee could play an important role by 
establ1sh1ng a basel1ne for truthful reporting on the POW/MIA issue 
and I would be happy to work with your staff on such an effort. 

some.i~portant summary documents have been provided, but the case­
specl.f7c source, docul!'ents which went into preparation of the 
summar1es are be1ng w1thheld. You don't see any emphasis on the 
fact .that fr.om over 30,000 artifacts, documents, photos and 
m~te:1als reY1ewed by U.S. specialists, only 570 correlate to 242 
m1ss1ng Amerl.cans, though some in that number are duplicates That 
huge volume of material pertains largely to returned POWs and other 
accou~ted for U. s. personnel. Of the 570, less than a dozen 
conta1n really new case-related information. 

Acc~rding t~ our own. g~vernm~ntls intelligence, considered valid 
':lnt1l the Cl.l.nton Adm~n1strat10n, the Vietnamese have not responded 
1n good fa1th and are not re,sponding in good faith now. It 
app~a:s, h~wever, that the Pres1dent was convinced by policy-level 
~ff1c1als 1n t~e bur~aucracy th~t the best way to resolve the issue 
lS to offer .lncent1ves, bett1ng on the come that Hanoi will 
respond. Ag~1n: I hope they are right, because we, the families, 
and our nat10n s veterans have the greatest stake and will be 
watching closely. But, we need to look at the baseline facts: 

v~etnam is capable of holding Americans alive: 
d7screp~ncy ~ases of Americans last known alive, 
V1etnam.s h1storical record of manipulation 
percept10n greater credibility. t 

unresolved 
as well as 
gives this 

Vietnam can rapidly account for hundreds of missing Americans 
with a collective decision in Hanoi to repatriate readily 
recoverable remains. 

= 
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Further, the fate of a significant number ot other Americans 
where remains are not as readily available can be ascertained 
through open access to Vietnamese archives. 

Vietnam I s knowledge and ability to account for Americans 
extends to Laos, not only in areas along their shared border 
put in many other areas of Laos controlled by Vietnamese 
forces during the war. This fact is confirmed not only by 
u.s. intelligence but by knowledgeable sources of the former 
Soviet Union. 

I hear increasingly from some in governm.ent that pressures are 
being applied to skew the lonq-accepted data base by omitting 
relevant facts that would give an accurate perception, but less 
positive for the Vietnamese. Redefinition of long accepted terms 
is taking place. Rather than focusing on results which account for 
our missing, cases of Americans last known alive are being 
investigated to determine fate or confirm death. 

We are told that information gathered through joint investigations 
has been sufficient to confirm the death of 123 of these 
discrepancy cases, and we welcome that confirmation. Not stated, 
however, is that is most such cases, information also confirms that 
remains are likely available to the Vietnamese but have not been 
returned. 

A glaring omission by Vietnam is their failure to return remains 
of 98 Americans involved in 84 incidents carried by the U.S. 
Government as remains discrepancies and the U. S. Government's 
failure to emphasize Vietnam's lack of serious responsiveness. 
These are individuals known dead through photographs, listed by 
Vietnam as having Died in Captivity or on graves registration 
documents, and joint field investigation reporting that Vietnamese 
authorities had earlier recovered the remains. 

There is some reason for optimism that the special u.s. remains 
team is making progress, reportedly having located, with Vietnamts 
cooperation, grave sites of seven who died in captivity in southern 
Vietnam. But, we have always known they were there. Hanoi was 
asked to provide them during almost every negotiation since the end 
of the war, and these cases were highlighted in the proposed two­
year plan in 1985. The majority of the 84 incidents, however, 
occurred in northern Vietnam where remains are known to have been 
recovered, stored and still withheld by Hanoi. 

Similar distortions occur in official statements addressing 
trilateral cooperation -- the effort to investigate incidents of 
missing u.s. personnel lost along the border of Laos and Vietnam 
in areas controlled by Vietnamese forces during the war. 

• 
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We were hopeful when Vietnam provided the Group 559 summary of 
shoot-downs along one area of the border, and apparently there were 
references to 217 U.S. personnel involved in 111 incidents. 
Vietnamese officials, however, did not provide the case-specific 
documents used to compile the summary, so little useful information 
in terms of accountability was obtained. Nevertheless, if the 
Vietnamese provide the case-related data, follow-up of possible 
leads in the Group 559 summary, and advance requests of the Lao are 
made to permit Vietnamese eye-witnesses to cross the border to 
assist in field investigations, there is reason for Some optimism 
that results can be achieved. Unlike incidents which occurred in 
heavily populated areas of Vietnam, those lost in remote areas 
along the border or elsewhere in Laos have a better chance of 
results from joint field operations. 

Significant differences exist regarding efforts to account for 
Americans missing in Laos and those missing in Vietnam. Nearly 85t 
of the 509 Americans unaccounted for in Laos were lost in areas 
under Vietnamese control at the time. All but a handful of the 
roughly 70 last known alive discrepancy cases in Laos were lost in 
such areas. A decision by the Vietnamese leadership to release 
relevant documents is crucial to accounting for these Americans 
though territorial access is the Lao Governmentts responsibility,' 

In Laos, there has been marked improvement in accessibility, as 
well as flexibility during joint field operations, and the rate of 
reco~e:y. from excavations has also improved. With greater 
senSItIVIty to Lao concerns about questions of territorial 
integrity, I believe the bilateral US/Lao and trilateral 
US/Lao/Vietnamese processes holds significant potential for real 
accountability . 

Looking to the prognosis for results from Vietnam post-embargo, it 
again appears that fUrther steps will depend on the bureaucracy's 
definition of progress and cooperation. With recent experience as 
a guide, we have reason for continued serious concern. Despite 
solid intelligence and forensic evidence that Vietnam continue. to 
withhold readily available remains and information, and the fact 
that there is no evidence to the contrary, policy-level officials 
in the bureaucracy seem determined to round the edges on 
intelligence to reduce accounting expectations. 

There are specific ways to measure whether current pledge. of 
continued priority are being implemented, and it is our hope that 
this Subcommittee will watch the situation closely, a. we will. 
Most important is whether the Clinton Administration will finally 
decide to negotiate on the core accountability issue -- the remains 
and case-specific documents that are known to be withheld. Such 
an approach may not lend itself to adVance publicity, but the 
Congress can request advance notification and obtain classified 
debriefings after the fact. 
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I also recommend that you ask for briefings from former DIA 
personnel noW assigned to the Defense pOW/MIA Office on vietnam's 
knowledge base and ability to provide documents and return remains 
which would account for hundreds of Americans. In this regard, it 
is important that the Record include a copy of the interagency­a~proved official text provided to the Vietnamese in May, 1992 at 

the policy and technical levels. 

Official intelligence assessments on cases that vietnam could 
resolve unilaterally through remains repatriations have remained 
in the hundreds. This includes at least three assessments from 
1987 to 1992. Did all of the intelligence change in one year? 
ApparentlY Admiral LarSon, Major General Needham and LTC Cray think 
so. I believe that the congress should request these assessments. 
If the clinton Administration has a new one, they should let us 
know, but the rationale and the experience level of the analysts 

need to be evaluated as well. 

Another means to measure our own government's seriousness is to 
monitor J'TF-FA tor any reduction in funding, personnel or 
resources. If reductions are proposed, and there are certainly 
noises to that effect in Cambodia, then it will be easily noticed. 
Already, DIA's stony Beach pOW/MIA operation in Thailand, though 
authorized 27 personnel at its height, has been reduced to 21 
authorized billets. In fact, current manning is lesS than half 
that number, and I am told that the empty 13 slots will not be 
filled with permanent personnel. This needs to be corrected: with 
congressional oversight, I'm confident that the manning problem 

would be solved. 
The files of the former soviet Union also have an invaluable 
contribution to make in getting to the truth on the pOW/MIA issue. 
Renewed and expanded access to the GRU and central committee and 
Politburo files in MoSCOW is crucial. I hope that this committee 
will intervene with Russian authorities to that end on behalf of 
Dr. Stephen Morris as well as U.s. specialists. The president 
shOuld alsO be requested to intervene with Russian president 

Yeltsin. 
I was alarmed recently to learn that Russian officials are 
apparently questioning whether the U.S. really wants additional 
vietnam War documents. Reportedly officialS in the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs have heard from some unnamed U.S. state 
Department official that the turnover of what is known as the 
"1,205 Document" was ,I harmful to u.S.-Russian and u.s.-Vietnamese 
relations." APparently. the Russians were of the opinion that our 
own State Department officials "were not pleased with the release 
of the document and were discouraging further releases of such 

documents." 
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The interim analysis of the .,,205 Doc~ent,· the "Dang Tan 
t" and the .725 Document" pertain1ng to vietnam having ~~~~~e~d hundreds more Americans than. were. known to th;fiUiSi 

Government was inconclusive. It was "de)a-
vu 

::0 see the 0 c a 
verbiage which, for the most part, reminded th1S read~r of a~ old 
theme: If it doesn't match .what we. already knOW, 1t c,,:n t be 

" In this case that wh1Ch was Judged accurate perta1ned to t~~:~ matters. that judged invalid pertained to poW/MIAs. Though ~n admittedlY' interim report, the timing of release.was ~ore than 
coincidental _ to at least partiallY mee :: the pres1dent s pledge 
that an evaluation would be made p~l1C before he authorized 
further economiC or political stePS w1th vietnam. 

with the lack of integrity and prin~iple recently displayed by soae 
U.S. officialS, were you in our pos1tion , I believe you would share 
our concern and our shaken trust and confidence. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. and I look forward to your questions. 



260 

!ltATIONAI. L£AGliE OF FAMIUES 
OF AMERJCAN PRI5ON£1lS AND MISSING IN SOllTHEAST ASIA 

1001 ( SlIm "I'll 

8TA~8 OP 'l'IIB po_InA 18StJIU J&JI.uary 12, ltU 

2,238 Americans are st~ll prisoner, missing and unaccounted for from the 
Vietnam War. A breakdown by country of 10.8 tollows: VietnaJII. 1,647 
(North - 602; South - 1,045); Laos - 505; Cambodia - 18; Chin ••• 
territorial waters - 8. OVer 80t of u.s. losses in Laos and 90' ot 
those in Cambodia occurred in areas controlled by vietnaaese torc •• 
during the war. The League seeks the return of all prisoners, the 
fullest possible accounting for all mi •• ing Americans and repatriation 
of all recoverable remains. 

At the forefront of the Leaguels efforts is resolving the live prisoner 
issue. otticial intelligence information supports the fact that 
Americans known to have been alive in captivity in Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia did not return at the end of the war. In the absence of 
evidence to the contrary, it can only be assumed that the.e Americans 
remain alive in captivity today. M a matter of policy, the DSG 
operates under the assumption that u.s. POWs could still be held. 

Archival research in Vietnam has produced over 20,000 documents, photo­
graphs and other materials related to U.S. POW/MIA's; only Approximately 
1\ of th, new infOrmation reI at" to mi§'ing tor Amerigon, Unilateral 
Vietnamese repatriation of remains has been the most productive .eans 
of achieving accountability. Despite the extensive joint field 
activities in Vietnam, only ~ ADericans were accounted for in 1993 
from that process. The decreased number of experienced specialists 
directly involved in the in-country accounting process has brought 
justifiable criticism from the families and veterans. The t.aque 
believes that it is imperative to have language-capable, knowledgeable 
personnel conducting All aspects of joint field operations in III three 
Indochina countries. 

Joint field activities in Laos have been productive and, increasingly, 
the Lao Government has permitted greater flexibility while U.s. teams 
are in-country. In Cambodia, joint investiqations, excavations and 
surveys have now resumed due to increased stability brought by the newly 
established Cambodian Government. Unlike Vietnam where a comprehensive 
wartime and post-war process for collection and retention of information 
and remains is known to have existed, joint field operations are crucial 
in Laos and Cambodia. 

Hanoi's calculated decision to withhold information on and remains of 
America's missing continues unabated. U.S. intelligence confirms that 
hundreds of U. S. personnel could rapidly b. accounted tor through 
unilateral action by Vietnam to repatriate remains and provide relavant 
documents. Despite these tacts, U.s. officials continue to praise Hanoi 
in an apparent effort to persuade congress and the American people that 
the embargo should be 1 if ted and relations normalized. The Leaque 
supports a policy ot reciprocal steps by the U.S. to respond to concrete 
results, but opposes meeting Hanoi's economic and political objectives 
until their leaders decide to cooperate seriously. 

For the latest intormation. cIII tbe L.aque·s Update Lipe. 2D2/659-9133. 
24 hours a day. 

-'. 
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5 first-hand live siqhtinq reports in 
As of December 15, 1993, 1,7~ i 1975 1 694 of these reports 
Indochina have been receive

j 
itnC~f whi~h p~rtain to individuals 

have been resolved, the ma or y d POWs missionaries or 
who have since left Indochina (~eturne cocle~) Approximately 
civilians detained for violat~~;':c~~n~e~e Twenty:one first-hand 
25% were determined to ~e ed nd are under priority investigation 
sightings are still unreao v a a sets The 21 can be further 
using all available intell~e~ceAJlles ican~ sighted in a prisoner 
divided: 12 deal with repe er situ~tions Tbe years during which 

~~;~:t~~nfi~~:h;~dn~i~~~t~;:eoccurred is iisted below: 

76 77 1i1 12-IQ 11 B~ IJ-21 2~ 2J TOTAL 

year pre-75 75 
0 1 0 0 2 12 

7 0 0 0 2 0 
pOW 0 0 0 1 0 9 
Non-pOW 1 0 3 2 2 0 

Vietnam War, there were 2,583 Americans who were 
At the end of the i· ng or killed in action/body not 
listed as prisoner, 11 SS1 994 2 238 are still missing or un­
recovered. As of Ja~a~ll:~a; Wa~. ' FollOwing is a breakdown of 
accounted for from e et d for since the end of active u.s. 
the 345 Americans accoun e 
involvement in the War: 

1974-1975 

1976-1978 

1979-1981 

1982-1984 

1985-1988 

1989-1992 

1993 

Vietnam 
China 
other* 

Post war years: 

US/SRV normalization negotiations: 

US/SRV talks break down: 

1st Reagan Administration 

2na Reagan Administration 

Bush Administration 

clinton Administration** 

280 
2 

• 
LaOS 
cambodia 

56 
3 

28 

47 

4 

20 

145 

96 

5 

• di personnel j' 1 from HVH and 3 froa Lao •• 
*Recovered by 1n genoUS 

**3 from Vietnam; 2 from cambodia 
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POW/MIA AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE va AND 8RV 
February 1982 - Auqust 1993 

February, 1982: Delegation to Hanoi, led by Deputy Assistant 
secretary of Defense Armitage. met with Vietnamese Deputy Foreign 
Minister Dinh Ngo Liem. Vietnam agreed: 

* In principle to continue working level. technical meetings 
between JCRC/CILHI and VNOSMP and consider the rate of tour 
per year. 

• To send a team to CILHI and JCRC. 

• To consider the US proposal for joint US/SRV searches. 

Septamb.r, 1982: Four Member Leaque Delegation to Hanoi •• met with 
Vice Foreign Minister Vo Dong Giang and others. 

• Vietnam announced that they would accept the US proposal to 
meet tour times a year on POW/MIA. 

.. RElQ.IIIS RETURNED III 1982 WERE IDENTIFIED AS AKERICAlfS 

JUly, 1983: Reacting to Secretary of State Shultz's remarks during 
the ASEAN post-Ministerials in Bangkok (that Vietnam was holding 
over 400 US remains), the SRV suspended further technical talks, 
citing "hostile statements" by senior Administration officials. 

september, 1983: League Executive Director Griffiths met in New 
York with FM Thach (first meeting). 

* 

• 

• 

FM Thach denied that Vietnam was .... ithholding remains. as 
stated by Secretary of State George Schultz during the ASEAN 
post-ministerials (that over 400 remains are being withheld 
by the Vietnamese). 

League reaffirmed US position on the report as credible. 
noting that Vietnam had done little to dissuade the US 
position. 

League provided current US Government position on live POWs, 
President·s commitment on POW/MIA and arranged for direct, 
policy level talks in NY. 

October, 1983: NSC Director for Asian Affairs Childress and League 
Executive Director Griffiths met in New York for intormal, very 
direct discussions over dinner with FM Thach. 
• US views and expectations on POW/MIA were provided, citing 

examples of discrepancy cases. 

• Both sides agreed that cooperation would be on a humanitarian 
basis. 

* 

* 

* 
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NSC clarified that Vietnam should position itself for improved 
relations by moving bilaterally to resolve the POW/MIA issue, 
thus giving the US flexibility to move forward once a Cambodia 
settlement was achieved. 

Thach agreed in principle to receive in Hanoi a senior us 
delegation to discuss expanding US/SRV cooperation: agreement 
was confirmed in November. 

Discussions were held on easily resolvable cases in the 
"Hanoi/Haiphong area." 

8 REMAINS RETURNeD 1M 1'83 WERE IDBHTIFIBD AS AHERXCABS 

January 1'84: Joint Communique iSSUed by SRV, LPDR and PRK. 

"with the spirit of friendship between the American 
people and the three Indochinese peoples which waa 
strengthened in the struggle against the war of 
aggression waqed by the U.S. leaders in Indochina, on the 
basis of humanitarianism, and understanding the American 
people, each country in Indochina will try to inform one 
another about the Americans missing during the war in 
Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea." 

February, 1984: Statement issued by US and SRV governments prior 
to USG delegation to Vietnam. 

"By mutual agreement, the governments of the United 
states and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam believe that 
the issue of Americans missing in Vietnam is a 
humanitarian one to be dealt with through mutual 
cooperation and good will •••• " 

February 1184: Delegation to Hanoi** led by Assistant Secretary 
of Defense Armitage. (NSC/Childress deliVered Shultz lett.r~) 
Vietnam agreed: 

• To accelerate efforts to achieve fullest possible accounting. 

* 

* 

That initial efforts would focus on "easily accessible ca ••• 
in the Hanoi/Haiphong area" (discrepancy cases) and ... ily 
retrievable remains. 

Provided new information on several Dissing Americans. 

• To resume technical meetings in the near future. 

April, 1984: League Executive Director Meeting with Vietname •• 
Ambassador Hoang Bich Son in New York. The Ambassador: 

• Affirmed Vietnam's intention to honor pledges to accelerate 
efforts to account for missing Americans, concentrating 
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initially on "accessible cases." 
Affirmed Vietnam's pledge to officially release to the U.S. 
Government remains of several missing Americans promised 
during earlier technical meetings. 

etober, 1t.'= NSC/Childress led a US delegation to New York.* for 
eetings with FM Tbach and other SRV officials. Cooperation had 
talled over SRV perception regarding U.S. "hostilerhetoric· and 
.5. sale of radar to the PRC. Thach: 

Stated the SRV's intention to accelerate efforts on efforts 
to resolve "accessible cases in the Hanoi/Haiphong area." 

Agreed to focus on resolving cases listed by the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government (PRG) as died in captivity in South 
Vietnam. 

stated the SRV's intention to send teams into the countryside 
to follow-up reports and to locate first-hand sources of 
information related to Americans missing in Vietnam. 

strengthened Vietnam's prior cOlZllDitments, emphasizing that his 
government wanted to move rapidly to resolve the humanitarian 
problems which still divide the US and SRV and move forward 
to improve the atmosphere between the two countries. 

6 REHAIIIS RB'l'URBED III 1'8' ORB IDBH'rIPlli:D AS 'AXBRICAHS 

aDuary, 1'851 Leaque Executive Director Griffiths met in NY with 
RV Ambassador Hoang Bieb Son. 

In response to expressed U. S. disappointment that efforts were 
moving too slowly, the SRV Ambassador pledged that "1985 will 
be a year of progress on the MIA issue." 

arch, 1985: NSC/Childress led a US delegation to Hanoi** for 
engthy discussions with FM Thach. In response to US initiatives 
, expand joint efforts through development of a comprehensive two­
ear plan, Thach: 

Agreed to increase the number of technical level meetings from 
four to a minimum of six per year, or more if warranted. 

Agreed to expedite the return of remains promised in February 
to technical officials. (Six remains, the first (2) from the 
PRG's DIC list addressed in Thach's 1984 pledge, were 
repatriated later in March.) 

Reaffirmed Vietnam's agreement to focus efforts on resolving 
"accessible cases in Hanoi/Haiphong area." 

To consider the US-propused two-year plan to expedite 
resolution of the issue. 
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JUly, 1985: As a result of discussions in New York between 
Indonesian Foreign Minister, NSC/Childress, Leaque/Griffiths, SRV 
Foreign Minister Thach agreed to FK Mochtar's proposal to renew 
negotiations with senior US officials aimed at resolving the 
(POW/MIA) issue within two years. 

August, 1985: NSC/Childress led a US delegation to Hanoi** for 
meetings with Acting Foreign Minister Vo Dong Giang. During side 
conversations, Childress raised the need for unilateral SRVefforts 
to locate and return U.S. citizen Robert Schwab. 

• US proposed a comprehensive bilateral work plan to accompliSh 
the US objective of resolving issue within the pledged two­
year time frame. (The US proposal included establishing a 
technical presence in Hanoi, subsequently rejected by Vietnam 
unless they could establish a reciprocal office in Washington, 
D.C.) 

• Vietnam provided their own plan to the US which included 
political statements, Cambodia-related matters and language 
which relegated POW/MIA issue to remains recovery. 

• Both sides agreed to meet in New York in september to resolve 
differences over each side's version of a two-year plan to 
resolve the issue. 

• 

• 

Vietnam stated their willingness to continue investiqating any 
reports on live POWs which arise. 

Vietnam agreed to check with official in the south on the case 
of U.S. citizen Robert Schwab. 

September, 1985: NSC/Childress led a US delegation to New York** 
for follow-up discussions with Minister Vo Dong Giang. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

us provided input on Vietnam's version of a two-year plan 
which was accepted in principle, with a commitment for further 
consideration and response. 

Vietnam affirmed willingness to conduct a joint crash site 
excavation near Hanoi (conducted 11/85) and pledged that 
additional US remains would soon be repatriated (returned 7 
remains in 12/95). 

Vietnam clarified that bilateral cooperation to resolve the 
issue and their commitment to accelerate efforts are not 
linked to any other matters. 

The US agreed, again noting that ongoing bilateral cooperation 
on POW/MIA would position the SRV for improved relations once 
a Cambodia settlement was achieved. 

38 REMAINS RETURNED IN 1985 WERE IDENTI~IED AS AMERICANS 
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January, 19.&, Assistant Secretary ot Defense Armitage led a US­
proposed delegation to Hanoi •• , including Assistant secretary of 
state Wolfowitz and NSC/Childress who again raised the case of U.S. 
citizen Robert Schwab, urging illlJDediate answers. Meetings with SRV 
Foreign Minister Thach brought Vietnam's affirmation of the 
following: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vietnam's willingness to investigate any live sighting reports 
the US provides, as well as those which unilaterally come to 
their attention. 

Agreement to conduct multiple field activities in cooperation 
with the US. 

Thach reiterated the SRV position that resolving the POW/MIA 
issue is a humanitarian matter, to be settled regardless of 
political or policy differences which divide the two 
countries. 

vietnam reaffirmed all earlier agreements, including 
unilateral search efforts into the case of U.S. citizen Robert 
Schwab. 

April, 1986: At Vietnamls request, League Executive Director met 
in New York with Vietnamese Ambassador Bui Xuan Nhat. 

• 

• 

Ambassador 
Government 
to resolve 

conveyed Vietnam I s perception that the US 
lacked formal commitment to the two-year work plan 
the POW/MIA issue. 

Ambassador cited FH Thachls statement, issued from the non­
aligned conference in New Delhi, that talks with the US on the 
humanitarian POW/MIA issue could not proceed, linking future 
talks and cooperation to US actions in combating international 
terrorism (Libya). 

• Griffiths rejected SRV claims of inadequate USG commitment and 
Vietnamls decision to link humanitarian POW/MIA cooperation 
to the terrorism problem, urging immediate resumption of joint 
efforts. 

May, 198'. NSC/Childress led a US delegation to New York •• for 
talks with SRV Deputy Foreign Minister Hoang Bich Son. 

• 

• 

• 

Vietnam agreed 
activities. 

to resume/reschedule technical level 

Vietnam announced an increase in personnel and resources in 
their VNOSHP. 

Vietnam affirmed earlier telephone/letter notification that 
u.s. citizen Robert Schwan had been located in the south and 
~ould be repatriated soon. 
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July, 19.'. NBC/Childress led a US delegation to Hanoi •• fc 
meetings with SRV Foreign Minister Thach. Vietnam ..• 

* Assured the US that cooperation would continue and accelerat 
separate fro. other matters. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Agreed that US and SRV technical representatives would .e. 
in August and October, and stated that the results of thea 
meetings would be "very productive." 

Agreed that US and SRV forensic specialists would meet i 
Vietnam for consultations. 

Agreed to provide to the US, in writing, the results of it 
investigations into reports of liVe prisoner aightinq •• 

Agreed to allow US experts to accoapany its o.tficials a 
investigations in accessible areas. 

Agreed to advance discussion of specific crash sites for join 
excavation. 

Accepted a US invitation for another visit to the CILHi an 
JCRC facilities. 

* Agreed on sensitive arrangements to repatriate u.S. citiz. 
Robert Schwab. 

August, 19.11 NSC/Childress undertook a special, secret missio: 
to HeMC to repatriate u.S.citizen Robert Schwab. 

October, 1'.', Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Monjo led aU: 
delegation to New- York*. for meetings with SRV Minister of Statl 
Vo Dong Giang. 

• Vietnam reaffirmed 
normalization of 
consideration. 

that current cooperation i. not linked tl 
relations or any other politics: 

In a separate, three-hour meeting with Minister Giang, Childresl 
urged renewe-d cooperation on the two-year plan which, it wal 
obvious, Vietnam did not intend to implement. Giang: 

* Commended the sensitivity with which the Robert SchW~ 
repatriation was handled. 

• Commented that should this or a similar situation ari •• tru 
the future, it should be handled in this manner, i.e. close· 
hold, without public pronouncements or recriminations. 

13 REMAINS RETURNED III 198' no IDBIrlIPIBD AS lUO:UCAlI8 
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April. 19.7: President Reagan publicly announced his appointment 
of General John W. vessey, Jr., as Emissary to Hanoi on POW/MIA. 
(This action, initiated in October, 1986 and decided in February, 
1987 was due to a near-total halt in SRV cooperation.) 

Kay, 1987: NSC/Childress led a US delegation to Hanoi.* to 
establish a valid framework for a proposed mission by Vessey-led 
US delegation. 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Vietnam reaffirmed that cooperation to resolve the POW/MIA 
issue and other humanitarian problems is separate from 
political matters which divide the two countries. 

Vietnam expressed concern over perceived US failure to "create 
a favorable atmosphere" for cooperation, citing the need to 
motivate the Vietnamese people to gain their assistance. 

Vietnam cited U.s. foreign policy as "hostile." 

Vietnam agreed, after very tough rhetorical talks, to accept 
Presidential emissary without preconditions. 

August, 1987: Presidential Emissary to Hanoi for POW/MIA Affairs 
General Vessey led a US delegation to Hanoi.* for meetings with SRV 
Foreign Minister Thach in an effort to gain renewed cooperation. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

* 

* 

Vietnam pledged to renew POW/MIA cooperation, focusing 
initially on discrepancy cases and those listed as died in 
captivity in the South (emphasis on 70 cases termed "most 
compelling" by General Vessey). 

Both sides reaffirmed that cooperation on POW/MIA and other 
humanitarian issues would be pursued separate from political 
matters such as normalization of relations. 

specific measures were agreed upon to accelerate progress 
toward accounting for missing Americans. 

Both sides agreed to hold subsequent meetings of POW/MIA 
experts on these matters. 

The US aqreed, within legal and policy constraints, to address 
certain urgent humanitarian concerns of the Vietnamese, 
focusing initially on the disabled. 

The US agreed to send a team of humanitarian experts to meet 
with their Vietnamese counterparts and to compile information 
on the problems of disabled, focused on prosthetics. (Results 
of studies to be provided to American NGO's.) 

september, 1987. General vessey led a US delegation to New York •• 
for discussions with SRV Deputy.Foreign Minister Nguyen Oy Nien to 
follow up the early August talks in Hanoi. 

r 

• 
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Discussiond focused on both sides I steps 
humanitarian concerns of the other and 
required. 

to address the 
further actions 

Oec-aber, 19.,: NSC/Childress led a US delegation to New York** 
for meetings with SRV officials at the UN to urge more rapid 
cooperation; the SRV agreed to technical talks in January, 1988. 

8 REXADl8 U'1'1JRlIED :lH 1987 nRB :IDBlITIJ'IBD AS AllBRlCAJlS 

June, 1988: General vessey led a US delegation to New York* for 
meetings with SRV Foreign Minister Thach. 

• Vietnam and US renewed agreement to accelerate cooperations 
on the respective humanitarian concerns of the other. 

• 

• 

• 

FM Thach agreed to work seriously to fulfill the agreements 
reached in August 1987, including the requested focus on 
resolving discrepancy cases. 

Agreement was reached to allow Vietnam I s POW/MIA technical 
personnel to visit the JCRC and CILHI. 

FM Thach agreed in principle to conduct joint field activities 
(surveys and excavations). 

August, 1988z By letter to General Vessey from PM Thach, Vietnam 
announced temporary suspension ot their offer for j oint field 
activities, citing US "hostile policy· as the Tationale. 

septaaber - December, 19881 Vietnam I s September agreement to 
resume cooperation on POW/MIA brought significantly increased 
remains repatriations and increased joint field operations, a 
pattern which continued until the first part of 1989. 

October, 1'88: General Vessey led a US delegation, including 
Assistant Secretary of State Gaston Sigur, to New York.* tor 
meetings with SRV Vice Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co. 

• Discussions focused on increasing bilateral cooperation on the 
POW/MIA'issue and other humanitarian concerns of interest to 
both countries. 

• Vietnam and the US agreed that j oint investigations and 
surveys should be continued as should work at the technical 
level to make joint efforts more efficient and productive. 

62 REMAINS RETURNED IN 1988 WERE IDBHTI7IBD AS AKZR%caBS 

February, 1989: President Bush reappointed General v ••• ey aa 
Special Emissary to Hanoi for POW/MIA Affairs. 
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led a US delegation to New York·· 
octo~.r, 1'89, G~nerali vesserth SRV Vice Minister Nquyen Dy Nien 
for preliminary dl.SCUS~ ons WvesseY-led us delegation to Hanoi*. 
to affi~ th~ agenda or.: a Minister Thach brought the following: Discussl.ons wl.th SRV Forel.gn 

• vietnam agreed to expand and refine the joint process to 
account for ~issinq Americans. 

• 

• 

d to conduct additional research efforts to 
vietnam agreere ardinq previously investigated di~crepancy 
obtain data 9 11i discrepancy cases and l.ncidents 
cases, addition~l cohmPte r~qthen vietnamese controlled areas 
which occurred 1n w a we 
of Laos. 

t tinue and expand joint endeavors 
vietnam andb?~ :g;:~def;o::: particularly dealing with tield 
i~v:~~l;~io~sa :nd the need for specific data, as well as 
access to eye-witnesses. 

, tant secretary of State Lambertson led 
December, 19s9: Deputy Assk~:* for talks with SRV Ambassador Trinh 
a us delegation to New Yor 
Xuan Lang. 

• 

• 

d f ore serious implementation of 
~~: U;c:o~ee:s~~s~hev:::eY/T':ac~ agreements for accelerated 
cooperation. 

d the 'r pledqe to increase cooperation. vietnam reaffirme ~ 

33 REMAINS RETURNED 1M 19s9 WERE IDBHTIFIBD AS AKBRlCABS 

't t secretary of state Solomon led a US 
SepteJDb!r 19,90; ~sSl.S an 1 vessey to New York** for discussions 
delegatl.on, ~nclud~ng Gene.ra ,,' i 
with Vietnamese Vice Fore~gn M~nl.ster Le Ma . 

. . f sed on Cambodia and the need to move rapidly * D~scuss~ons o.cu , 
to resolve the POW/MIA ~ssue. 

t Baker met with SRV Vice Premier/Foreiqn 
september, 1990 •. Secre ary Em hasis was placed on the need for 
Minister Thach l.n New YOrki the POW/MIA issue to ensure that it 
vietnam to move now t~ rtesol V\o the pace and scope of improving 
does not become an 0 s hac e. settlement is reached in Cambodia. relations, once a compre ens~ve 

led a us delegation tor meetings in 
octo~.r, 1990. *~en~~~ls~~S~~~e premier/Foreign Minister Thach ~nd 
Washl.ngton D.C. Wl... (S etary Baker waived the 25-ml.le 
other Vietnamese o~f~cl.als. " ecr n countries to enable Thach's 
restriction on Offl.Cl.ha.ls t f :~~:iorcing US emphasis on resolving 
party to travel to Was 1.ng on, 
the POW/MIA issue.) 

vietnamese agreed to formation of a joiknt re~el.rbclh 
Tt:e , k· II team to locate and ma e aval. Ii e 111nformatl.on see 1.ng . 'i 1 
historical documents relevant to l.ndl.v dua cases. 

• 

• 

• 
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The Vietnaaese agreed to increased unilateral Vietnamese 
efforts to repatriate reaains of U.S. personnel. 

us again (first time since 19S6) indicated willingness to 
consider establishing a temporary POW/MIA team in Hanoi if the 
work-load was sufficient, noting that if dramatic progress 
were made, such an office could be retained on a permanent 
basis. 

17 REllADl8 1IBItB U'l'OlUIBD .um IDBIIt'IJ'IBD AS AKBRICAlJ8 1M 1110 

April, 19.11 ~sistant Secretary of State Solomon provided the US 
"roadmap" policy, outlining reciprocal steps toward resuming normal 
relations between the US and Vietnam. 

April, 11911 General Vessey led an lAG delegation to Hanoi** for 
meetings with sav Vice Premier/Foreign Minister Thach. 

• 

• 

• 

The US provided an assessment of joint investigations to date 
and further outlined the need for cooperation to facilitate 
POW/MIA results. 

Vietnam rejected the 
cooperation to the 
normalization "process 

US proposals and 
pace and scope 

as outlined in the 

linkage of POW/MIA 
of the bilateral 

US "roadmap." 

Agreement was reached to establ ish a temporary US POW/MIA 
Office in Hanoi. (US specialists established the office in 
June, returning in late July for a continuous presence since 
that time.) 

August, 1991: Assistant Secretary of State Solomon and Vietname •• 
Vice Foreign Minister La Mai met in Bangkok, in conjunction with 
Cambodia settlement talks in the context of the Perm Five. 

* Vietnam indicated strong interest to movinq lIOre rapidly 
toward normalization of relations, focused on their view that 
most of the discrepancy cases have been -resolved." 

october, 1991: General Vessey led a US delegation to Hanoi** for 
meetings with newly appointed sav Foreiqn Minister Nquyen Hanh cam. 
Also, for the first time, talks were held with the Prime Minister, 
newly appointed Vo Van Kiet. 

* Vietnam (prime Minister Vo Van Kiet) pledged "unconditional 
cooperation" to resolve the issue. 

* Vietnam reaffirmed earlier commitments. 

.. REMAINS RE'l'OlUIED IB 1991 ... nu IDBftII'IBD AS AKBRICUII 
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Fe~ruary, 1"21 General Vessey led a military delegation to Hanoi 
January 30-February 1st. For the first time, talks were held with 
SRV Minister of Defense Doan Khue, and Vice Ministers of Defense 
and Interior participated in the plenary sessions. An important 
document, the Military Region IV summary of shoot-downs, was turned 
over. In the Joint statement issued by General vessey and Foreign 
Minister Cam at the conclusion of their meetings: 

* Vietnam and the US agreed to strengthen eXisting measures to 
acquire and confirm information regarding missing Americans 
and to continue to resolve remaining problems. 

* vietnam and the us agreed to hold expert meetings to discuss 
ways to accelerate resolution of the 119 LKA discrepancy cases 
and to plan operations for the next 12 to 24 months. 

* 

* 

* 

The US announced its intention to provide $25,000 in disaster 
relief to aid victims of a recent typhoon in Central Vietnam: 
Vietnam requested that the US increase its contributions in 
this area. 

Vietnam and the US agreed to hold meetings in Hanoi by the end 
of February to further evaluate the US programs and Vietnam's 
humanitarian needs. 

vietnam and the US reiterated the desire of their respective 
governments for early normalization of relations. 

Marcb 1992: Assistant Secretary of state Richard Solomon led a US 
delegation to Hanoi {also Vientiane and Phnom Penh) ••• 

* vietnam agreed to provide access to records retained in 
museums located in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi and access to 
an official who had direct knowledge of and responsibility 
for US POWs during the war. 

• Vietnam agreed to a live sighting investigation mechanism, 
with short-term notification of location, and undertook one 
such an investigation. 

* Vietnam affirmed earlier agreements to recover and repatriate 
rema ins" and agreed to another experts meeting to exchange 
information on specific cases in which the US believes remains 
should be available to SRV authorities. 

• The US agreed to provide Vietnam with approximately $3 million 
in humanitarian aid. 

October, 19'2: General Vessey led a US delegation, including 
Senator John McCain and members of the POW/MIA Interagency Group, 
to Hanoi to reinforce the need for greater Vietnamese 
responsiveness on the Solomon Agreements .•• 

7 REMAINS RETURNED IN 1992 WED IDBnII'IBD AS AMERICUS 
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April, 1993: 
delegation to 
records. 

General Vessey -led another largely military 
Hanoi to pursue additional access to documents and 

Ju1r, 1'93: Deputy secretary of Veterans Affairs Hershel Gober, 
Ass~stant Secretary of State for Asian and Pacific Affairs Winston 
Lo~d and LTG Michael Ryan, USAF, Assistant to the Chairman, Joint 
Ch~efs of Staff, led a US delegation to Hanoi. The group inclUded 
r~presentatives of The American Legion, Veterans of Foreiqn Wars, 
V~etnam Veterans of America and AMVETS. The delegation reiterated 
fo~r pofnts, ~utlined on July 2nd in conjunction with President 
CI~~ton s dec~sion to end US opposition to funding by the inter­
nat~onal financial institutions of development projects in Vietnam. 
The four points, listed as those requiring concrete results before 
the US would move forward, economically or politically to improve 
bilateral relations with Vietnam, are: ' 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Remains: Concrete results from efforts on Vietnam's part to 
recover and repatriate American remains. 

Discrepar:cy c~ses:, continued resolution of 92 LKA discrepancy 
cases, l~ve s~ght~ng reports and field activities. 

Laos: Further assistance in implementing trilateral 
investigations with the Lao. 

Archives: Accelerated efforts to provide all POW/MIA related 
documents that will help lead to genuine answers. 

Auq~s~, 1993: ,Seni?r US (NSC:Wiedemann; State-Quinn; DOD-Ross) 
o~f~c~als.met w~~h V~etnamese V~ce Foreign Minister La Mai and Lao 
V~ce For~~gn Min~ster Soubanh to develop a process for trilateral 
coopera~~on to account for Americans missing in Laos, but in areas 
under V~etnamese control during the war. 

* 

* 

Agreem~nt w~s ~eached on bilateral US/LPDR and US/SRV field 
~perat~on w~th1n each country and meetings for eXchange of 
~nformation among the three country's representatives. 

Vietnam agreed to do whatever the US requires to m.et the 
Clinton Administration's stated criteria. 

On August JIst, Vietnam provided long-sought Group 559 and Group 
875 documents to US officials. 

S~ptember, 1993: President Clinton renewed the us embargo against 
:,~etnam, but eased restrictions to pe%1l1it US companies to enter 
1nto contracts funded by the international financial institutions 
reportedly to reciprocate for "siqnificant progress" being provided. 
by the Vietnamese On the four points listed above. 

1 REMAINS RETURNED IX 1993" aft BBD XDBftUIBD .as &KBUcaJlB 

*. Indicates participation of League Ex. Dir. Ann Killa Griffiths. 
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SATiONAL LEAGoI:f OF fAMILIES 
OF A.\lERICAN PRISONf.1lS AND IN SOUTHEAST A5L\ .00. '" 

- Dacaabar 10, 11'3: The President, in lettar to Senator Bob Saith, 
(R-NH) distributed to attendea. of Vetaran. Briefing Deceaher 15th. 

" .•• I have made achieving the full •• t pos.ible accounting for our 
POW/MIAs tha test of our relationship with Vi.tnaa. • •• 1 will not 
accept m.re activity by Vietoaa on POW/MIA i •• ue. a. 'progre •• '.-

lIovlUlber 11, 1"3: The Pre.ident, durinq hi. addrea. at tb. Toab of 
the Unknowns, Arlington National C ... tary, Waahinqton, D.C. 

"Our nation has a particular reaponsibility to puraue the fate ot our 
missing from the war in Viatn... On M..orial Day, I pladqed han that 
our government would decla •• ity and aalt. available virtually all 
documents related to tho •• who never returnad frca that war, and that 
I would do it by this day, Veterans Day. I can tell you that la.t 
evening, tha secretary of Dafan.a cOllpletael that taak. That proai.e 
has been fulfilled. I know that our govarnaent, our nation together 
have a solemn obligation to the faaili .. of those who are ai.sing to 
do all we can to help thea fincl answers and peace of mind..-

- July la, 1193: Deputy National security Advisor SUluel R. Bar'9U 
in his address to the National Leagu. of POW/MIA Faaili.. 24th Annual 
meeting. 

.. . . . The President understand. that while the proc..... und.rway in 
Vietnam are important, the litmus te.t. bara ar. concr.te results and 
solid answers •.•. the President f.lt that it was ba.t to u •• the IFI 
decision as a vehicle both for recognizing Vi.tn ..... progr ••• to 
date -- and, more importantly, pressing tor further re.ult.. Th. 
President specifically rejected sugge.tions that h. lirt the trade 
embargo, partially or fully, even though that position elisadvantages 
American business. This is not a comaercial or diplomatic i •• ua for 
the President; it is a moral one •••• The Pre.id.nt will not mav. 
forward on any bilateral econoaic or political st.p. -- on the i •• ue. 
we truly control -- until there are further tangible r.sult. fra. the 
Vietnamese •... Vietnamese efforts to date, while w.lcom., are not 
sufficient to warrant changes in our trade embargo or furth.r st.ps 
in U.S.-Vietnam relations." 

- July 2, 1"3: White House Pre •• Stata •• nt by the Pre.lel.nt an U.S. 
Policy Toward Vietnam 

" ... Our policy toward Viatna. IIU.t be driven not by cOllllDercial 
interests but by the overriding purpose of achieving furth.r progress 
toward the fullest possible accounting of our POW/MlAa ••• Progr ••• to 
date is simply not sufficient to warrant any change in our trade 
er:'l:largo or any further steps toward normalization. Any further at.p. 
in relations between our two nation. d.pend on tangible progr ••• on 
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the outstanding POW/Mn cases. We insist upon efforts by the 
Vietnamese in four key areas: Ramainl: Concrete results from efforts 
on their part to recover and repatriate American remains. DiscrapaoQ!: 
~; Continued. resolution... ~: Further assistance in 
implementing trilateral investigation with the Lao. Archive.: 
Accelerated efforts to provide all POW/MIA related documents ••• " 

- May 31, 1"3: During his address at the National Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, the President stated, "Today let us also renew a pledge to 
the families ••.• We will do all we can to give you not only the 
attention you have asked for but the answers you deserve •••• We are 
~re~sinq the Vietnamese to provide this accounting not only bacausa 
~t ~s the central outstanding issue in our relationship with Vietnam 
but because it is a central cOllllD.itment made by the American government 
to our people. And I intend to keep it.~ 

- April 23, 1"3: During White House news conference. 

Question: Before the U.S. normalizes relations, allows trade to go 
forward, do you have to be personally assured that every case has been 
resolved .•• 

The President: ·A lot of experts say you can never resolve every 
case •••• But what I would have to be convinced of is that we had gone 
a long way towards resolving every case ••• and welre not there yet. 
Ag~in, I have to be guided a little bit by people who know a lot about 
th~s, and I confess to being much more heavily influenced by the 
families of the people whose lives were lost there or whose lives 
remain in question than by the commercial interests and the other 
things which seell so compelling in this .oment. I just am very 
influenced by how the families feel." 

- March 22, 1"31 Secretary of State Warren Christopher in his addr ... 
to the Council on Foreign Relations, Chicago, Illinois • 

Question: 
Vietnam? 

What will be the U.S. approach to end the embargo in 

Secretary Christopher: "As you know, the United States has had two 
primary preconditions to ending the embargo and to the normalization 
of relationships with Vietnam. First was their support tor the united 
Nations peacekeeping efforts in Cambodia, and on that score I would 
say that Vietnam has fulfilled its obligations." ' 

"The second precondition was that we would be satisfied on the POW/MIA 
issue .•.• Our administration will be assessinq that progress very 
carefully to determine whether we. can move further down the road, or 
down the roadmap, to use the technl.cal term, toward normaliZation with 
Vietnam •••. • 



_ Pebruary 10, 1,93: During the regular White House briefing_ 

Question: President Mitterand toa.ay asked the U'~'abto tl~tt?the 
economic embargo on Vietnam. Do you have any cOlIIDen eu a 

George stephanopoulos (communications Director): "All I canksay is 
we've generally supported the roadmap policy. We want to ma e sure 
that we have a full accounting of all MIAs, and that I s the policy 
we'll continue." 

_ Petlruary 3, 19931 White House official reaction on policy toward 
normalizing relations with vietnam, responding to ,a Reuters News 
Agency inquiry. 

"President Clinton has already stated we will only move forward when 
there I s the fullest possible accounting of all those listed as 
missing." 

PRZ-BLBCTIOB COHKITHBBTB 

_ Noveaber 11, 19921 President-elect Clinton's address, Veterans Day 
Ceremony, Little Rock, Arkansas. 

II as I have pledged throughout my campaign, I will do my very best 
t~'~ake sure we have a final resolution of the POW/MIA issue ••• I have 
sent a clear messaqe that there will be no normalization of relations 
with any nation that is at all suspected o~ withholding any 
information. We must have as full an accountl.ng as is humanly 
possible." 

entitled "Clinton-Gore on Issues of _ septeaber 10, 1992: Issue paper, 
Concern to Veterans." . 

"Make resolution of the POW/MIA issue a national priori~y. by insis~inq 
on a full accounting of all POWs and MIAs before normall.Zl.ng relatl.ons 
with Vietnam; working with the Russian government ~o reveal any 
information it has on Americans beld: and declassl.fy pertinent 
government documents. 

_ March 17 1992: Signed letter from Governor Clinton to Leaque 
Executiv: Director Ann Mills Griffiths. 

"Thank you for your thorough and helpful briefinq on ~W/MIHAS. 
issue is certainly due proper attention and timely actlon. 

This 

January 6, 1994 

~7 

FINAL VERSION: 22 HAY 1992 (Copy p~ov1ded to SRV) 

REMAINS AND RECORDS BRILF 

:~lTF.C~UCTION 

;./E .=\RE VERY ?L:EASED TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR BOTH OF OUR 
COUNT~!E.S 1'0 REV::!:W IN DEPTH THE HATTER OF POW/MIA RECORDS AND 
REMAI:-IS, BOTH OF WHICH HAVE GREAT BEARING ON OBTAINING THE: FULLEST 
?OSSI3LE ACCOUNTING. DURING HIS LAST VISIT GENERAL VESSEY TO:'D 
MIN!STER CAM HOW THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US HAS CREATED 
EXPECTATIONS ABOUT THZ DEGREE OF ACCOUNTING WHICH IS POSSIBL'::-­
PARTIC:JLARL"f ON THE RECOVERY OF REMAINS. WdEN ASSISTANT S£CRETARY 
SO~OMON CAME HER:;; IN EARLY MARCH, HE REITERATED GENERAL VESSEY'S 
EARLIER POINT THAT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO 
COLL;;:CT Al1ERICAN REMAINS BOTH DURING THE WAR ANO Sl'NCE WOULD BE 
VER!' HELPFUL IN INCREASING UNDERSTANDING OF THE ISSUE. THE FACT 
T~A1 THIS INFORMATION EXCHANG£ IS TAKING PLACE IS A MEASURE OF HOW 
FAR WE HAVE COME IN OUR JOINT EFFORTS TO COOPERATE IN RESO~VING 
':'H!S ISSUE. WE ARE HERE IN THAT SPIRIT, HOPING THAT THESE 
DISCUSSIONS WILL BRING GREATER UNDERST}u~ING, OPENNESS AND RESU~TS 
FROM oua COOPERATIVE E:FORTS. WE WILL PROVIDE INFOaMATION WHICH 
SERVES AS A BASIS FOR U.S. POLICY REGARDING THESE ISSUES. 

~.£ PROPOSE TO BEGIN WITH A SUK."1ARY OF "I'HE !NP'ORMATION AVAILABLE TO 
t.'S CONC;;:RNING YOUR GENERAL SYSTEMS FOR COLLEC'l'ION OF INFORl-iATION 
.!o.N:J ~EMAINS. WE WOULD THEN HOPE TO HEAR YOUR PRESENTM·ION ON '!·HE 
SM!E ~UBJEC,!,S AND ANY OTHER YOU WOULD CARE TO RELATE, 

":i:E [J. S. HAS COLLECTED A LARGE AMOUNT OF INFORMATION REGAR:lING 
:'-OUR GO\'ERNME.NT'S RECORD-KEEPING ON U.S. CASUALTIES AND POWS, AND 
EFFOR7S TO COLLECT AND STOR£ U.S. REMAINS. TODAY WE WILL OUT!.:r~E 
:"HE SCOPE OF THAT INFORMATION AND DESCRIBE OUR UNDERST.f;.NDING OF 
P.O~ YO up. PROGRAMS OF RECORD-KEEPING AND REMAINS COLI,ECTION WORKED, 
.;5 WE!..L AS INFORMATION THAT STRONGLY INDICATES TO US THAT YOUR 
C:::VEk!-Jr-1E~lT PRESERVED AND STILL MAINTAINS RECORDS ON AMERICANS 
K:::::'!.t::> O? C1>.PTURED BY PAVN FORCES IN VIE'i'NAr1, AND IN LAOS ~.ND 
CAi·:90!)JA. WE: WILL ALSO DESCRIBE THE BASIS FOR OUR ASSESSMEN'l' T::_~T 
A S!G~IIF;CANT NUMBER OF U.S. REMAINS EITHER HAVE BEEN RECOVtRED OR 
SHOULD aE EASILY RECOVERABLE, INCLUDI~G THE 17 PRIOR:TY 
DISCREPANCY CASC;S NOTED BY ASSISTANT SECRE":"ARY SOLOMON DURING HIS 
RECE~:':· VIS:!T TO HANOI, ON WHICH JOINT InVESTIGATION H]l.S CONFIRt-ZED 
Dt:.::'.7:! . 

: :;=-.::1:'; l':!E ~'I;"R, :J. S. FORCES CAPTURED THOcrSAN:JS OF DOCt:MENTS. AMONG 
:-!-::::s~ W:::RE MAN~ DOCi . .!1-!E.NTS ASSOCIATED WITli PAVN D:RECT:'IES 
:·!A;\D.;: ::-1(> RECORD-KEEPING AND REPORTING O~ u. S. CASUALTIES .i\ND 
PC;·).'). SO:iE OF ':'HESE COCUM!:NTS DISCUSSED THE DIRECTIVES THEMSELVES; 
C:'~:SRS D:SCUSSEO £NFCRCEM£NT OF THE DIRECTIVES; S?ILL OTHERS NO":;:!) 
:::!';OI'·.r:DUAL INS";ANCES IN WHICH CADRE FAILED TO FOLLOW PRO?ER 
~ECO;:'D-KEEPI~G AND REPCRTING PROCEDORES. ADDITIONAL INFORfA'.ATION ON 
7HESE !'!ATTERS WP-.S ACCt.;!RED FitCH RALLIERS AND CAPTUR::D V!ETNA.!<!ESE 
PO:';S, fROM RZ7tiR!·IED U.S. POWS, AND FROM VIETNAMESE NEWS BROADCASTS 
A~D PU3LICATIONS. 



278 

DURING THE POS7W~R P~~IOD, REFUGEES AND OTHER P~RSONS PROVIDEO US 
WITii INFORMATION ABOUo; YOUR GOVERNMENT'S RECORD-KEEPING AND 
?EI~A::::NS COLLEC'!'ION SYSTEMS, BOTH--IN THE NORTH AND THE SOUT?, AS 
W~Lt AS IN AREAS TRAVERSED BY THE STRATEGIC ROUTE LINKING THE TWO 
AND OTHER AREAS WHERE PAVON FORCES WERE DEPLOYED IN LAOS AND 
CN1BOOIA. DURING JOINT :lELD ACTIVITIES, WE HAVE INTERVIEWED ~ANY 
WITNESSES WHO TOLD OUR TEAMS ABOUT OFFICIAL RECORD-KEEPING ON 
INDIVIDUAL CASES, AS WELL AS WITNESSES WHO KNEW or CASES IN WHICH 
OFrICIALS OF 'fOUR GOVERNMENT LATER RETURNED TO BURIAL SITES TO 
COLLECT THE REMAINS OF MISSING AMERICANS. WE HAVE ALSO HAD An 
OPPOR'l'UNITY TO VIEW VIE':'NAMESE DOCUMENTS AND PUBLICATIONS THAT 
CONTAIN IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON AMERICANS MISSING AND UNACCOUNTED 
?OR DURING THE WAR. SOME OF THESE DOCUMENTS AND PUB~ICATIONS ALSO 
DESCRIBE YOUR GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO PRESERVE ARCHIVAL RECORDS 
AND TO COLLECT U.S. REMAINS FROM ORIGINAL BURIAL SITES. 

AS YOU KNOW, 'l'O OUR GOVERNMENT, FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING ~NS 
THE RETUIl.N OF A LIVING PERSON, THE RETUIl.N OF HIS OR HER REMAINS, 
OR A CREDIBLE ~EASON WHY NEITHER IS POSSIBLE, WE KNOW THAT I~ WILL 
NOT BE POSSIBLE TO ACCOUNT FOR EVERYONE By THE RETURN OF A LIVING 
PERSON OR HIS OR H!:R REMAINS. IN MANY CASES IT WILL ONLY BE 
POSSIBL!: TO ACQUIRE INFORMATION ABOUT THE FATE OF THE. PERSON OR 
ABOUT THE LOSS INCIDENT, MAINLY TH~OUGH RESEARCH INTO YOU!\ 
ARCHIVAL RECORDS. IN SOME CASES, IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO LEAJm 
ANYTHING AT ALL. OUR ABILIT~ TO IDENTIFY THIS LAST GROuP or CASES, 
TEOSE FOR WHICH THERE WILL NEVER BE ANY ANSWERS, WILL ULTIMATELY 
DEPEND ON CONFIDENCE DEVELOPED AS RESULTS ARE ACHIEVED AND ON THE 
SUCCESS OF OUR JOINT Il.ESEARCH EFFOR";S. THROUGH SUCH RESEARCH, A 
R£AL!STIC ASSESSMENT CAN BE HADE REGARDING THE EXTENT OF YOUR 
GOVERNMENT'S ABILITY TO HELP PROVIDE ANSWERS AND TO DETERMI~E 
WHICH CASES WILL LIKELY REMAIN UNRESOLVED DUE TO tACK OF 
l<~o;.;LEDGE . 

?ECORDS 

: II) LIKE TO SPEAK FIRST ABOUT OUR EXPECTATIONS AS TO THE NATURE 
i\~;J EXTENT OF !NFORMATION THAT LIKELY COULD BE FOUND IN ARCHIVAL 
RE:::CRDS. 

EASED ON INFORMATION ACQUIRED THROUGH ORIGINAL DOCU:-1ENTS, WAR7IM~ 
i\~lO ?,EFUGEE INTERVIEI'lS, AND OTHER SOURCES, WE HAVE LEARNED THA':" 
?ri'/:1 DEVELOPED A SPECIALIZ:::D CADRE AND A DEDICATED ORGANIZATION TO 
:i;"~:DL::: FOREIGN PRISO~ERS AND CASUALTIES DUR!~G THE FIRST INDOCliINi. 
-";;":<.. "!'HAT CADRE A~D ORGAN!ZATION, WHICH APPEAR TO HAVE CONTINUE~ 

1"C O?ERATE INTO THE EARLY 1960S, WAS ADAP":'ED 70 DEAL W:TH U.S. 
FO?CES WHE!-J THEY WERE INTRODUCED INTO INDOCHINA. 

;"CC::>R:lING TO OUR UNDERSTANDING, YOUR GOVERNMENT'S PRINCIPAL pm; 
:i.;~::lL!NG ARM WAS THE CUC DICH VAN OF THE GENERAL POLIT:;:CAL 
J:?,2C'ORATE, PAVN. THE CUC DICH VAN OPERATED IN CONJUNCTION riITE 
TiE :-1INISiRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY/MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. PAVN 
JOCU:-IENTS IDENTIFY OFFICE 22, GROUP 875, DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY 
";USTICE, GENERAL POLITICAL DIRECTORATE, AS A COMPONENT THAT 
~:".IN7;'.INE.D RECORDS CONCEIl.NING U.S. POWS, AS WELL AS DEAD 

• 
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AMERICANS. PAVN DOCUMENTS ALSO CONFIRM GROUP 875 HE~PED SUPERVISE 
"!'HE COLLECTION AND PRESERVATION OF REl-'.AINS Of DEAD AMERICANS. 
~!..THOUGH GROUP 875 WAS DIsaANDED·· AFTER THE W1>.R, WE HAVE SEEN 
rKD!CATIONS THAT ITS ARCHIVAL RECORDS, AND THOSE MAINTAINED BY THE 
CU:: DICH VAN AND THE MINISTRY OF' INTERIOR, CONTAIN EXTE~SIVE 
INFORHATION ON AMERICAN CASUALTIES AND POWS AND ON YOUR 
GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO COLLECT AND PRESERVE AMERICAN REMAINS. 

At THOUGH THE RECORDS OF THE ELEMENTS MENTIONED ABOVE REPRESENT 
?OTE~TIALLY TP.E MOST EXTENSIVE AND MOST VALUABLE COLLECT!ON OF 
INFORMATION ON U S. POWS AND CASUALTIES, WE HAVE ALSO IOtNTI:1£D 
OTHER ELEMENTS THAT SHOULD HAVE SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION ON THESE 
MATTERS. AT TN2: CENTRAL GOVERNMENT LEVEL, FOR INSTANCE, TWO 
ORGANIZATIONS--THE DEPARTMENTS OF AIR DEFENSE AND THE" NAVY--SHOULD 
HFo.VE VERY USEFUL INFORMATION ON INCIDENTS INVOLVING DO}lNED U. S. 
AIRCRAFT AND THE FATE OF THEIR CREW. MUCH VALUABLE INFORMATION 
SHOULD ALSO BE LOCATED IN MILITARY AND CIVIL ORGANIZATIONS AT THE 
REGIONAL AND PROVINCIAL LEVEL .. YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS CONFIRMED WHAT 
OTHER SOURCES HAVE TOLD US REGARDING THE IMPORTANT RO!..E THAT 
REGIONAL AND PROVINCIAL COMMANDS EXERCISED IN HANDLING U.S. POWS 
MID IN DOCUMENTING AND REPORTING ON POWS AND CASUALTIES. SUCH 
SQUIl.CES HAVE ALSO INDICATED THAT THESE ELEMENTS PREPARED MULTIPLE 
CO?IES OF REPORTS ON INCIOENTS INVOLVING AMERICANS, ON POW 
nlTE:Il.ROGATIONS AND ON U.S. BURIAL SITES. WE UNDERSTAND THAT YOUR 
REPORTING PROCEDURES CALLED FOR THESE COMMANDS TO FORWARD COPIES 
OF SUCH REPORTS, ALONG WITH I. D. MEDIA ASSOCIAT=:D WITH U. S. 
PERSONNE!.., TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS AND EVENTUALLY TO HMWI. COPIES 
OF SUCH REPORTS AND SUPPORTING DATA SHOULD STILL EXIST IN ARCHIVES 
MAINTAINED AT THE REGIONAL AND PROVINCIAL LEVELS, AS WELL AS AT 
THE CENTRAL LEVEL. OVER THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS, 'WE HAVE SUBMITTED 
?ROPOSALS TO VISIT SOME OF THESE ARCHIVES. 

AL7HOUGH WE DO NOT EXPECT TO FIND RECORDS ON 100 PERCENT or OUR 
MISSING, WE DO ANTICIPATE FINDING INFORMATION ON A VERY GREAT 
~~;)I·!SER OF C;'SES. SUCH RECORDS ShOULD CONTAIN INi"ORMATION 
O£SCRIaING LOSS INCIDENTS AND, IN MANY CASES, DOCUMENTING THE FATE 
or OUR PERSONNEL. MANY or THESE RECORDS SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE 
INFOR!-lAT!ON RE:GARDING GRAVESITES AND WILL HELP US TO ASSESS 
WriETHER REMAINS HAVE ALREADY BEEN RECOVERED OR MIGHT STII.L aE 
RECOVERABLE. INFORMATION FROM THESE RECORDS HAS THE POTENTIAL TO 
PROVIDE ANSW~RS IN A RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME TO A LARGE 
NUM3~R OF FAMILIES WHO STILL HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THZ FATE OF 
':":-::::!R LOVED O~ES. INFORMATION FROH YOUR ARCHIVES WILL ASSIST OUR 
;OI~T EFFORTS IN ALL AREAS OF MUTUAL CONCERN, INC~UDING 
I:lVESTIGATION OF LIVE-SIGHT!NG REPORTS, RESOLVING THE LAST K.~OWN 
ALIV£ DISCREPANCY CASES, AND IN SUPPORTING OUR JO!NT LOSGtR TERM 
E~rO~7S TO R~?ATRIATE THE REMAINS OF THt DEAD YET TO BE RECOVERED 
I~. THE HOST EFFICIENT WAY POSSIBLE. 

RE:~;~INS 

NON, ! WILL TURN TO WHAT WE BELIEVE COULD BE ACHIEVED THROUGH 
Vl'::TNAM'S IJNILATERAL EFFORTS TO RECOVER AND RETURN REMAINS AND 
!HRO~GH ACCESS TO RECORDS THAT DOCUMENT ~OUR GOVERNMENT IS EFFORTS, 
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SUCCESSFUL AND OTHERWISE, TO LOCATE AND RECOVER U.S. REMAINS. SOME 
Of OUR INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S RECORD-KEEPING 
PROCEDURES RELATES TO VIETNAM'S EFFORTS TO LOCATE, COLLECT, ANn 
STORE THE REMAINS OF U.S. WAR "DEAD. OUR INFORMATION ON THIS 
PROGRAM COMES FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES DESCRIBING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE SCOPE OF YOUR GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAM, ITS EXTENSION TO 
THE SOUTH, TO AREAS· ASSOCIATED WITH THE STRATEGIC ROUTE, AND TO 
AREAS OF LAOS AND CAMBODIA WHERE PAVN FORCES ~RE DEPLOYED. 

ONE OF THESE SOURCES, A VIETNAMESE MORTICIAN WHO EHIGRATE~ TO THE 
{}. S., REPORTED THAT HE PERSONALLY WORKED ON OVER 290 SETS OF 
RE:1AINS THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT WERE THOSE OF AMERICANS. THE 
MORTICIAN SUCCESSFULLY DEMONSTRATED TO OUR EXPERTS THAT HE COULD 
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN MONGOLOID AND CAUCASIAN REMAINS •• HE ALSO SAID 
THAT IN THE HANOI FACILITy WHERE HE WORKED HE SAW MORE THAN 400 
BOXES WHICH HE UNDERSTOOD HELD AMERICAN REMAINS. YOUR GOVERNMENT 
HAS, OF COURSE, RETURNED A NUMBER or REMAINS TO US IN SUBSEQUENT 
YEARS, BUT COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER AND TYPE OF THOSE REMAINS WITH 
THOSE THE MORTICIAN SAW REVEALS A SIGNIFICANT SHORTFALL. ALTHOUGH 
VIETNAM HAS RETURNED OVER 400 REMAINS, MANY OF THESE WERE 
MONGOLOID, AND MANY OTHERS DO NOT EXHIBIT EV!DENCE or PRESERVATION 
OR LONG-TERM ABOVE GROUND STORAGE DESCRIBED BY THE MORTICIAN AND 
OTHER SOURCES. IT IS LOGICAL, THEREFORE, THAT WE ARE NOT ABLE TO 
CONCLUDE THAT ALL THE REMO\INS PROCESSED OR OBSERVED BY THE 
~~ORTICIAN HAVE BEEN RETURNED TO THE U.S. 

'THE MORTICIAN, WHOSE KNOWLEDGE EXTENDED ONLY TO 1977, PASSED A 
POLYGRAPH CONCERNING HIS OBSERVATIONS. OTHER SOURCES, INCLUDn~G 

SO:1E WHO HAVE ALSO PASSED POLYGRAPHS, HAVE CONFIRMEO WHAT THE 
MORTICIAN TOLD US. MOST PROVIDED A HIGHER ESTIMATE OF THE NUl-ffiER 
OF REMAINS THAT HAD ALREA.DY BEEN COLLECTED AS OF 1977-79. THESE 
OTHER SOURCES, INCLUDING WITNESSES QUESTIONED DURING JOINT 
:!WESTIGATIONS, HAVE REAFFIRMED THAT EFFORTS TO COLLECT AND STORE 
U.S. REMAINS CONTINUED WELL INTO THE 1980'S. 

OUR ASSESSMENT ABOUT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S REMAINS COLLECT!ON PROG~~ 
!S IN:LUENCED BY OUR UNDERSTANDING OF TRADITIONAL VIETNAMESE 
aURIAL PRA.CTICES AND BY YOUR GOVERNMENT'S HANDLING OF FRENCH 
RE:-!AINS. SPECIFICALLY, THE PRACTICE OF INTERRING REMAINS IN 
TEMPORARY BURIAL SITES, THEN REMOVING AND TREATING TH!:M BEFOItE 
fINALLY REINTERRING THE REMAINS IN A PERMANENT GRAVESITE WAS 
FOLLOWED IN SOME INSTANCES WITH 0.5. REMAINS. IN ADDITION, YOUR 
GOVER~.jNE:-.IT UNDE:RTOO}( TO RELOCATE THE REMAINS OF YOUR OWN SOLDIERS 
TO HEROES' CEMETERIES IN VIETNAM. THIS ALSO SUGGES~S THAT 7RE Sru~E 
?RACTICE COULD HAVE BEEN APPLIED IN DEALING WITP. U.S. REMAINS. 

~INAI.LY, OUR FORENSICS EXPERTS TELL us THAT APPROXIHATEl.Y 70 
P~RCENT OF U.S. REMAINS RETURNED BY YOUR GOVERNMENT SHOW EVIDENCE 
OF LONG-TERM STORAG~. BY THIS WE MEAN THEY EXSIBITED HINI~mL BONE­
!·!.=\SS LOSS, COMINGLING WITH OTHER REMAINS OF INDIVIDUALS LOST IN 
;'iIDE:LY DISPARATE AREAS, AND COATING WITH PRESERVATIV~S AND/OR 
D!SINFECTANTS. 

THUS, WHILE YOUR GOVEr-NMENT H~S RETURNED MANY SETS OF REMAINS THAT 
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~XHIBIT EVIDENCE OF STORAGE, THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US LEADS 
~O THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE ARE STILL AMERICAN REMAINS THAT ARE 
READILY AVAILABLE OR EASILY RftRIEVABLE AND THAT COULD BE 
REPATRIATED TO THE U.S. IN A VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. BY STORAGE 
WE MEAN REMAINS KEPT ABOVE OR BELOW GROUND, COLLECTED INTO ONE OR 
~ORE CENTRALIZED FACILITIES, OR LOCATED IN DOCUMENTED GRAVGS. IN 
THIS REGARD, RECORDS THAT DOCUMENT THE SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF 
YOUR REMAINS RECOVERY PROGRAM WOULD BE PARTICULARLY' USEFUL. IF 
THERE IS ANY GAP BE';W£EN OUR EXPECTATIONS AND YOUR CAPABILITIES, 
IT IS IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST TO CLOSE THAT GAP. 

TO GUIDE FURTHER DISCUSSION, MB HAVE PREPARED A SER.IES OF CASE 
NARRATIVES WHICH WE PROPOSE BE DISCUSSED BY TECHNIC~EXPERTS FROM 
BOTH SIDES. WE HAVE WITH US SEVENTEEN COMPELLING CASES THAT SERVE 
AS EXAMPLES IN SUPPORT OF OUR ASSESSMENT. THERE ARE MANY 
ADDITIONAL CASES THAT COULD ALSO ILLUSTRATE THIS POINT, BUT WE 
HAVE SINGLED OUT THESE BECAUSE THEY ARE THE CASES DISCUSSED BY MR. 
SOLOXON AND MR. LE MAl. HE WOULD LIKE TO DESCRIBE THESE CASES 
BRIEFLY TO YOU NOW. 

CASE 1934 (A.NDERSON) IS AN EXAMPLE OF A CASE IN WHICH THE 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US SUGGESTS THAT YOUR OFFICIALS HAVE 
ALREADY RECOVERED RE}oI.AINS. IN BOX 6 OF THE SEPTEMBER 1990 
REPATRIATION, YOU REPATRIATED A SET OF REMAINS THAT WERE 
ASSCCIATEC IN AN ACCOMPANYING SRV DOCUMENT WITH INCIDENT DATA 
RELATING 'to CASE 1934. THE REMAINS IN QUESTION, WHICH. DISPLAYED 
FORENSIC EVIDENCE OF STORAGE, WERE NOT THOSE or CASE 1934, BUT 
R.\THER THOSE OF ANOTHER AMERICAN LOST IN THE SAME PROVINCE MANY 
YEA~S EARLIER. WITNESSES INTERVIEWED DURING JOINT INVESTIGATION OF 
THIS CASE IN NOVEMBER-DECEMBER -1990 SAID OFFICIALS RECOVERED THE 
REMAINS IN 1974-15. LOGIC THUS LEADS US TO THE CONCLUSION THAT 
YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS RECOVERED THE REMAINS OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
Al'i':JERSO!f. 

CASE 0680 (JEFFERSON). DURING ROUND 2 OF OUR JOINT INVESTIGATIONS, 
V1ETNA..'1ESE WITNESSES D£SCRIBED 1ST LT JEFFERSON'S DEATH AND HIS 
3:JR!AL ON A MILITARY STATE FARM. EXTENSIVE EXCAVATION AT THIS 
LOCATIO!~ DURING ROUND 4, HOWEVER, FAILED TO TURN UP ANY EVIDENCE 
Of A GRAVE. YOUR MILITARY FORCES AT THE TIME CAREFULLY DOCUMENTED 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF TSE INCIDENT. THE DEATH AND SUBSEQUENT BUR!AL 
OF !ST L':" JEFFERSON, AND THE CAP'l'UKE OF HIS FELLOW CREWMEMBER, 
COLONEL NORMAN C. GADDIS. IN FACT, COL GADDIS' CAPTURE RECEIVED 
WI:lE COV~RAGE IN THE VIETNAMESE PRESS. DUE TO THE NOTOlUE'l'Y 
S"JRROUNDr~G THIS CASE, THE ACCESSIBILITY OF 1ST LT JEFFERSONiS 
aURIA~ S:TE, ITS p.ELA~rvE PROXIMITY TO HANOI, AND ITS LOCATION ON 
!~I:':TAR¥ PROPERTY, 1ST LT JEFFERSON'S REMAINS WERE AN OBVIOUS 
CA~~IDA7~ FOR EARLY RECOVERY. 

C;"SE 0761 IDOVE AND SQUIRE). DURING ROUND 7 OF THE JOINT 
INV~STIG,l.TIONS, JOINT T:::i\MS LOCATED WRECKAGE ASSOCIATED WI'l'H THIS 
INCIDE:NT. BASED ON THE TYPE OF AIRCRAFT AND THE CONDITION OF -THE 
WRECKAGE, IT WAS CONCLUDED THAT CAPTAIN DOVE AND MAJOR SQUIRE WERE 
IN ~HE AIRCRAFT WHEN IT CRASHED. THIS LOSS OCCURRED VERY NEAR THE 
HEADQ'JARTERS OF SINH TRAM 14, WHICH WOULD HAVE PREPARED AND 
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FORWARDED REPORTS TO MILITARY REGION AUTHORITIES ON THIS INCIDEN~. 
THESE REPORTS WOULD HAVE PROVIDED THE BASIS FOR THE ENTRY ON THIS 
CASE THAT AP?tARS IN THE MILITARY REGION 4 RECORD OF U.S. AIRCRAFT 
DCWNINGS. THESE REPORTS WOULD HAVE DOCUMENTED THE DISPOSITION OF 
THE REMAINS OF THE TWO U. S. AVIATORS AND RECORDED THEIR BURIAL 
5 ITES. WITNESSES IN VIETNAM HAVE INFORMED US THAT GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS HAVE ALREADY RECOVERED SEVERAL SETS OF U,S. REMAINS FROM 
THIS AREA OF ROUTE 20. REPORTS ON THOSE RECOVERIES, AS WELL AS 
RECORDS OF THE ORIGINAL 0761 INCIDENT, SHOULD HELP CLARIFY THE 
CURRENT LOCATION OF THESE TWO HEN'S REMAINS. 

CASE 0859 (HARDY). THIS INCIDENT INVOLVED TWO HEN, CAPTAIN 
DERRICKSON AND FIRST LIEUTENANT HARDY, BOTH OF HHOM DIED IN THE 
INCIDENT. ALTHOUGH TPX DISPOSITION or CAPTAIN DERRICKSON'S REMAINS 
ARE: NOT YET CLEAR, IT APPEARS THAT 1ST LT HARDY' g.. REMAINS WERE 
RECOVERED BY VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS. WITNESSES INTERVIEWED CURING 
ROUND 13 DESCRIBED THE RECOVERY AND BURIAL OF PARTIAL REMAINS AT 
THAT TIME. DURING ROUND 14, YOUR GOVERNMENT PROVIDED us iiITH A 
LIS"!' OF BURIAL SITES OF 25 U.S. PERSONNEL WHO WERE KILLED IN 
MIL!TARY REGION 4. 1ST LT HARDY'S NAME, ALONG WITH DETAILED 
PERSONAL DATA, APPEARS ON THAT LIST. ALTHOUGH THE TITLE OF THE 
LIS'!' DESCR!BBS THE AMERICANS AS "KILLED AND TORN APART" I THE SRV 
HAS R~PATRIATED THE IDENTIFIABLE REMAINS OF FIVE INDIVIDUALS N~~D 
ON THIS LIST. 

CASE 0641 (O'GRADY). MAJOR O'GRADY WAS CAPTURED BY PAVN FORCES, 
BUT HE DIED WITHIN .lI., FEW HOUP.S. RECORDS ON THIS INCIDENT AND ON 
HAJOR O'GRADY'S DEATH WERE tORWARDED TO JU:aION AND TO HO 280'!'H AIR. 
DEFENSE .REGIMENT. THESE RECORDS l:NCLUDED A RECORD O!' MAJOR 
O'GRADY'S ORIGINAL GRAVE SITE, WHICH WAS NEAR KILOMETER 21, ROUTE 
12. eUR JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM ATTEMPTED TO LOCATE THAT GRAVE 
SITE DURING ROUND 13 BUT WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL. SEVERAL WITNESSES HI 
QUANG BINH PROVINCE HAVE TOLD uS OF OFFICIAL REMAINS RECOVERY 
ATTEMPTS THAT BEGAN IN THIS AR.EA IN LATE 1972. DUE TO THE 
ACCESS!BILITY OF MAJOR O'GRADY'S aURIAL SIT!: AND THE FACT THAT 
RECORDS DOCUMENTING THE LOCATION OF illS GRAVE WERE AVAILAaLE TO 
SRV OFFICiALS, WE BELIEVE THAT RECORDS OF THE EFFORT TO RECOVER 
U.S. REMAINS FROM QUANG BINH PROVINCE WILL CONTAIN INFORMAT!ON ON 
THE RECOVERY OF COL O'GRADY'S REMAINS. 

CASE 0826 (MOORE). PAVN UNITS RESPONSIBLE FOR DOWNING CA?TAIN 
~OORE'S AIRCRAFT PREPARED REPORTS ON HIS INCIDENT AND ON HIS DEATH 
AND BUlUAL. THESE RECORDS, WIlICH WOULD HAVE DOCUME:-lTED THE 
i.OC.!I.r:::ON OF HIS GRAVE, WERE SENT TO MILITARY REGION 4 AND WOULD 
:lAVE 3~EN AVAILABLE TO SRV OFFICIALS WHO, BEGINNING IN LATE 197.2, 
VI3:TED QUANG BINH PROVINCE TO REPORT ON THE FATE OF u.s. PILdTS 
~~D TO RECOVER THEIR REMAINS. WE BELIEVE THAT CAPT MOORE'S REMAINS 
"';OUL:;l HAVE BEEN A NATURAL FOCUS OF THESE EFFORTS, AND THAT RECORDS 
OE' F-!r·\AINS RECOVERY ATTEMPTS IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE WILL CONTAIN 
I~1E'O!U"~TI0N R!:LEVANT TO THIS CASE. 

CASE 1843 (WILES). LIEUTENANT WILES WAS BURIED IN A WELL 
DOCti1-!ENTED AND EASILY LOCATAaLE GRAVE SITE IN VAN TRACH VILLAGE, 
BO TRACR DISTRICT. DuRING ROUND 10 OF OUR JOINT INVESTIGATIONS, 
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flITNESSES DESCRIBED THE BURIAL ANO LOCATED THE ORIGINAL GRAVE 
SITE. THEY ALSO TOLD US THAT OFFICIALS RETURNED TO THE GRAVE S:~E 
THREE DAYS AFTER BURIAL AND EXHUMED THE BODY IN OROER TO TAKE 
:ROTOS OF THE CORPSE, PRESUMABLY to &ULFILL STANDARO REQUIR~MEN~S 
:.OR REPORTING ON THE OEA'!'H OF u.s. PERSONNEL. WHEN OUR E:XPERTS 
:XCAVATED THIS GRAVE SITE, THEY REPORTED 1'HAT THE GRAVE APPEARED 
.0 HAVE 3EEN PREVIOUSLY EXCAVATED li'ITli A THOROUGHNESS THAT 
SUGGE;STED A PROFESSIONAL RECOVERY. INFORMATION FROM WITNESS!.S AT 
THE SCENE STRONGLY SUGGESTS REC~RY WAS BY SRV OFFICIALS. 

CASE: 1747 (PEARCE). BASED ON INFORMATION IN U.S. FILES, WAilR.AN'l' 
orFICER PEARCE IS KNOWN TO HAVE DIED IN HIS INCIDENT rAC~S 
REGA~DING THE LOCATION AND CONDITION OF HIS REMAINS, EVIDENCE THAT 
PAVN TROOPS WERE QUICKLY ON THE SCENE, AND OTHER REPOaTING 
RELATING TO WO PEARCE STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT REPORTS ON THIS 
!NCIO£NT WERE SUBMITTtD TO HIGHER HEADQUArtTERS AND REACHED HANOI. 
THOSE RECORDS SHOULD PROVIDE VERY USEFUL DATA THAT WOULD 
FACILITATE SRV RECOVERY OF we PEARCE'S REMAINS. 

CASE 1639 (PEDERSON). DURING ROUND 6, VIETNAMESE WITNESSES 
CONFIRMED WARTIME EVIDENCE THAT SERGEANT FIRST CLASS JOE P. 
PEDERSON DI~D IN VIETNAMESE CAPTIVITY WHILE BEING EVACUA~ED TO A 
?W CAMP. TWO INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE ALSO CAPTURED WITH HIM,~PRIVATE 
ROBERT T. PHILLIPS AND SPZCIALIST FOUR JAMES M. ROZO SURVIVED k~D 
REACHED THE CAMP. WE BELIEVE THAT RECORDS RELATING TO THE CAPTUR~ 
OF ALL THREE MEN--.~ W~LL AS RECORDS PREPARED BY THE WARTIME C~~P 
;~~N'DER RELATIVE TO THE CAPTIVITY, ATTEMPTED IN;:)OC'l'RINATION, ~"tD 
:rt~~ OF PFC PHILLIPS ANu SP4 ROZO---SROULD ALSO CONTAIN 
l~h OR!-1ATION ID£NT::l:!'YING THE LOCATION OF src ?EDERSON' 5 aUR!?L 
S!TE. THIS INFORMATION SHOULD HAVE: BEEN AVAILABLE TO PAVN FORCES 
;o,'HO WERE Ct!ARGED WITH RECOVERING THE RE~INS OF U.S. WAR DEA~. 
:H9uGH T~E EXAMPLtS ~rTED HERE PERTAIN TO REMAINS AVAILABILITY, 
~ .~. PED~RSON. WE ARc. MOST ANXIOUS TO OBTAIN INFORMATION OU P"'C 
?H!LLI?S ANO SP4 ROZO, BOTH LAST KNOWN ALIVE DISCREPANCY CASES. -

~ASE 0976 (SYi<E~. AND REHE) _ PRIVATE FIRST CLASS SYKES AND PiUVA?E 
~:RST~ CLASS RLHE WERE CAPTURED ALONG WITH SIX OTHER U.S. 
• .;.RSO.INEL. U. S. RETURNEES LATER REPORTED THAT WHILE TH"'Y WErt-;;-
3E !:~G EVACUATED TOWARD .i\ PW CAMP, PFC SYKES AND prc REHE W:-RE L"::"'; 
BEHIND AT OIFP'ERENT LOCATIONS ALONG THE EVACUATION ROUTE BECAUS'" 
::~E.r WERE ;~JUREO ~D ~LOWED THE PACE OF THE REST OE' THE PARTY ~ 
,~ .... C:;'!) W~S L ... .e T ALIV:.., S:..VERBLY WOUNDED, IN IDENTIF!rlBLE POSITIONS 
~~~:.~_D BY YOUR FORCES. PAVN GUARDS LATER INFORMED THE u.s. pews 
:~:~.: • [C .... ~E~.E AND PFC SYKES HAD DIED FROM THEIR WO;;NDS. D:JRI:-;G 
.:/"::~T-G~_ .~.~ I~ RCiJND 5, LOCAL OFFICIALS INDICATED 'I'HE BODY 0"'2. A 
~_A~K SO~OI:..R, ~PPARENTLY PFC SYkES, HAD BE~N PREVIOUSL~ RECOVER~~ 
~~ 3H:: P.UBL!C _ SECURITY Sii:RVICE. LOCAL OF&ICIALS ALSO INDICATE; 
.:~.iL PA.:!N !ORC:..S i:!.A:> RECOVEREO ANOTHER SET OF REMAINS, PRESU!-.!AB1Y 
• .. 05£ Or P=C REP.E, FROM THE CEMETERY OF A PAVN FIELD HOSPITAL. 

~.;~~ 0168 (MAYER). WITNESSES INTERVIEWEb DURING ROUNDS 1 ~"tD 2 
;:.~.:~_ 7HA:v LI;::~T£NANT ~AY~R'S REMAINS WERE TAKEN TO A HOS?ITAr.. 
o'W .. .:.:::. TH.c... WERE AT.iTOPSIED AND PHOTOGRAPHED. THE REMAINS WER:" 
3UR~EO IN A CASK::? IN LANG SON TOWN CEMETERY. THE PHOTOGRACHER 




