November 1, 1990

“r. Wi1lliam F. Rvan

New Orleans, LA 70139

Dear B111:

Even though “Ir. Duke d1d not make the final
cut for Election '90 I wanted to #lve vou some follow-~
up on the 1ssue you raised. Through a historian of
long experience in our office I was able to contact
a former Alr America pilot. “Most such pllots were
retired or resigned Air Porce tvnes, and all were on
term contracts with the CIA. Little of what thevy dia
was documented, and those missions that did renerate
naperwork remain classified, Such nilots most often
carried sunplies for friendly Firoups like Montagnards
but also transvorted personnel without knowing either
the identity of the passengers or the character of their
missions. They also took many hitch-~hikers on a "but~I-
never-met-you" basis, The psuv I talked to never met
anyone named Duke. As 1if that's not vague enough, I'11

have to ald that I would no% asslgn much credibility
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to these pllots or faormer S04 oneratives., Thev tend
to become barroom brarcarts with tiah nassage of
time. So, 1t appears Duke did a rood Job of claimineg
the kind of experience that could be neither veri-
fled nor refuted conclusively., For that reason there
will likely be others making similar claims.

Sorry I couldn't come up with more during
the campaign time frame. I enclose g phpto of Captaln
Bam you might 1ike to have. I took 1t about two
months before he became a KIA.

Drop a line from time to time, and have a

nice holiday season.

Semner Fi,

Charles R. Anderson

Springfield, VA 22152



