
Ms. Dawn Abbott 

345 N. Pantano '321 
Tucson. AZ 85110 

Dear Dawn: 

September 14. 1990 

I appreciate the note directly from you. Because of 

your age I see no reason for your going through another 

for the information you seek. As you continue your search 

I recommend that you emphasize. rather than set aside. 

the military aspects of your father's experiences. Even 

in peacetime the military forces close interpersonal 

relations because everyone must depend on others to accom-

plish a mission. In a combat environment this mutual depen­

dence is intensified. Because our lives depended on each 

other in Vietnam. we all learned to evaluate personalities 

4uiokly. Thus, even those who were with your father a short 

time probably got to know him quite well. 

I was with your father about three months (March-May 

1969). when he was acting company commander of "B" Company, 

1st Battalion. 3d Marines. 3d Marine Division.I was one of 

four platoon commanders onder him. I remember him as an 

activist rather than intellectual in his approach to the 

things we had to do. By that I mean he liked to get his hands 

dirty with the "how-to" of solving problems rather than 
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speculate at a distanoe on implications. He was definitely 

an optimist about overooming obstaoles, not one to say 

things like "This looks too tough for us." 

He ha'da deep-throated easy laugh and would sometimes 

throw an elbow playfully into another to underline a quip 

or joke. He also had a quiok temper, and oooasionally 

expressed it without regard to who oould hear. In a hier­

arohy like the military, oommanders should not criticize 

subordinate officers or sergeants in the presenoe ot lower­

ranking enlisted men, but rather talk to them privately. 

Your tather disregarded this ethio a tew times in my 

experience. He oared a lot about his men in a proteotive 

kind of way. and would nIt let them relax about anything 

he oonsidered important. He was very oonsoious ot details, 

as we were trained, and had a habit of repeatedly demand­

ing oonfirmation that did not sit well with others: "Are 

you sure this is the hill?.Are you absolutely sure?" As 

for h1s personal oourage, there is no doubt at all. I saw 

him 19nore his own safety several times, and he w1ll1ngly 

faced danger 1n the 1noident that took h1s life. 

You might be interested 1n a book I wrote about "B" 

Company 1n Vietnam, since it details events of the last 

two months of your father's life. Title: The Grunts; 

publisher: Presidio Press in hardoover, Berkley Books 1n 
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paperback, both in print. The character closest to your 

father is Lt. Lancaster. 

I am sure several others knew your father much better 

than I when he was in the Marine Corps but I oan't give 

you any names. One you might have a ohanoe of finding is 

his roommate during training before he went to Vietnam. 

That man would have talked and worked with your father 

daily for five months, maybe more. The trai4ing faoility 

was oalled The Basio Sohool, looated at Marine Corps Base, 

Quantioo, Virginia. When we graduated we were given a 

roster of olassmates with addresses. Maybe your mother 

would have the roster or know who the roommate was. If not, 

you oan get a roster from Headquarters, Marine Corps, Wash-

ington, D.C., using a freedom of information reques t form. 

Hts month or graduati on was probcably 1'larCll or ..... rJ. • .I.1I6i. 

",.,000 .............~ (Other mach ins ga". out hara) 

If you'd care to write again. I'd be intere.ead in what you're 

doing now. or plan. and what your mother has done t*nce 1969. Don't 

heaitate to aak if que.tiona occur. 

Sincerely your., 

~ve:: 7-'. /~ ___ _ 
Char Ie. R. Anderaon 


