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*The ~ of the Vietnam Veterans Marorial Fund is to establish a national 
IIBlDrial in washingtcn, D.C., in honor and recxJgI'Iition of all lImarican vet­
erans of the vietnam war, and especially th:>se who gave their lives. 

*The nerorial will make 00 political statanent about the war. Rather, it is 
roped that the IIBlDrial will further the reconciliation and reunification of 
the OOl.D1try after the divisions eaused by the war. It will provide a means 
for all lImaricans, regardless of differing opinions regarding U.S. policy 
in Vietnam, to unite in acknowledging the sacrifice of th:>se who served there. 

*The land for the IIBlDrial is being provided by the U.S. Government, rut all 
costs of design and oonstruction will be financed by the WMF with funds 
raisa:1 through public subscription. 

*cn July 1, 1980, President Carter signed into law Senate Joint Resolution 
119, whiehprovides a b;O acre site for the nerorial in Constitution Gardens 
near the Lincoln Me!rorial. This legislation was intrcx1uced on November 8, 
1979, by Senator Charles ~. Mathias of MarJland, and was oo-sponsored by 
all 100 senators. '!he CCJIIlCIIlion proposal in the House of Representatives 
was oo-sponsored by 196 ocn:Jresaren. 

*The ~IF' s design concept for the IIBlDrial calls for a landscaped design in 
a garden setting. The design will integrate sculpture symbolizing the ex­
perience of lImarieans who served in Vietnam as well as the inscription of 
the names of all of the 57,661 Alrericans who died there. '!he WMF will con­
duct a national CCII'{letition to select the designer. 

*The founders, officers, and directors of the VVMF are vietnam veterans who, 
with one exception, are serving with:>ut salary. The effort is supported by 
a voll.D1teer staff of attorneys, l:usiness people, and consultants. The sole 
salaried staff IIlf3I1ber is the executive director. 

*The VVMF is oot a veterans IIlf3I1bership organization and will not have a 
perpetual existence. Cl1ce the IIBlDrial is I:uil.t and its maintenar.ce pr0-
vided for, the VVMF will cease to exist. 

*The Vietnam Veterans Me!rorial effort will require extensive funds, currently 
estimated at b;O and a half million dollars. It is roped that the IIBlDrial 
will be l:uilt with contril::utions fran as many individuals, organizations, and 
OCII'paIlies as possible. Total contril::utions have exceeded $325,000. 

*The Vietnam Veterans Me!rorial Fund, Inc. was incorporated as a nonprofit, 
charitable organizaton on April 27, 1979, in washington, D.C. '!he Internal 
Revenue Service has ruled that the VVMF is exatpt fran federal inccme tax 
under section 501 (e) (3) of the tax code. All contril:utions may be deducted 
fran the contril:utor's federal inccme tax. 

*The address for contril:utions is P.O. Box 37240, washington, D.C. 20013, 
INhere the receipt and deposit are the exclusive r~sponsibility of an 
indepeOOent banking institution. 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc. 
1730 M Street. N.w .. Suite 806. Washington, D.C. 20036 (202) 659-1151 or ·5336 
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