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FOREWORD

The enemy we face in Scuth Vietnam today is challenging us
with many old fighting techniquee and a few new ones. Wa have
shown that betn his regular and guerrilla forces can and will be
defeated,

This handbook summarizes certain basic techniques and pro-
cedures which have avolved out of aeveral years of combat operations
agatnst the enemy. When followed, the guldance contgined in the
handbook will increase the efFfectiveness of our forces and praclude
repeticion of past miatakes, . )

N ..

The importance ‘and value of the training glvef,co eath mem-
ber of the Armed Forcea prlor to ‘entering combat 1e demomstrated
clearly in the xesults of every action. This handbook provides
valuable leasons learned for incorporation into individual and
wnit training programs.

This handbook is not the last word. Each of us must continue
to digplay imaginacion, resourcefulness and ingenuity in our combat
actions.

W. C. WESTHORELAND
General, United States Army
Commanding
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM FORCES

INTRODUCTION

The Republic of Vietnam (RYN) has bean harassad by
Communist instigated guerrilla watrfare since ft first obtained
independence £rom France. More recently the Republic has
suffered from open aggreseion from the North Vietnamese Army
(NVA). 1In order to meet this thrapt the government has com=
mitted a major portion of ita human and material resourcas to
defeating the Viet Cong and che NVA. At the sgme time, it
has strempted te provide ite Tural peoples with the economic
and soclai becefits of developmont. Free World military and
economic asplstance programs are designed to suppori the
efforts of the Viatnamese government and peopies toward boch
of these objectives,

SECTION 1. THE GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATICH
1, General

Political powet iIn the Government of Vietnam {GWN) is
concentrated at the national level. The Mational Leadership
Council is the key policy making bedy, It 1s composed of ten
generals and ten civilians headed by a chairman; he 1s also
the Chief of State. The Prime Minister is the real head of
the government and is chairmen of the Centrai Executive Committes
or Cabinet. The Prime Minlater is responsible for all government
opergtiona, The full ministers and Secretaries of State who make
up the Cabinet develop the policies which are passed to the
lower achelems of the government structure.

2, Diviefoms of Govermment

The first leval ‘of goverrmont below the Saigen Cantral
Government 1s tha Corps. Thére are Four Corps Tactical Zoneas
{072}, each headed by a general who 1a both the Corps Commander
and the head of the government (Ses Appendix VIT), He Functions
in a military and adminfstrative capacity. Corps headquarters



1s concerned primarily with tactical operations. Therefore, mot
all instructions originating at the national level pass through
the corps headquarters. Routine adwiniatrative instzuctions

from the various ministers in Saigon normally go directly to the
province chief, who i3 the noxt lower achelon of govermment,
There are 44 provinces in the country. The next subdiviaion of
government is the district, each of which ia divided into 8 te 1
villages. Each village consists of & to 6 lamlets. Hiatoricaily
the village and hamlat have besn the most important element of
local govermment and efforts are underway to restora thém to this
role. At the present time, however, the district is more lmportant.

SECTION II. THE ARMED FORCES

3. General

The Republic of Vietnam Armed Forcas (RYNAF) consists af the
isrmy of the Republic of Viatnam (AKVN), the Vietnamese Alr Force
(¥NAF), the ¥ietnameas Favy (VHH), the Yiatnamese Marins Corps
(VHMC}, and the Reglonal Forces and Fopular Forcas (RF/PF). FEach
of these elementa has a spacific role in the overall scracegy for
defeating the Viet Cong (VC) and North Viatnemese Army (NVA)'main
force units, the VG local force unitss and the guerrillas. In
conjunction with the role of defeating enemy forcea-all components
of the RVNAF are employed in support of the Revolutionary.Devalop.
ment progrem, . . -

4, Ammy of the Republic of Vietnam {ARVN)

2., The ARVN is primarily an. infantry force, consisting of
10 infantry divigions plup.separate fnfantry airborne, ranger,
and armor units.. The ARVH. conducts of fensive operations,-such
as search and destroy operationa against VG/NVA main force units,
and gecuring opsratfons. ARVN units may be compitted to defend
key installations or supply and communications routes. ARVN
participates in and contributes to the Bevelutiomary Developmont
program. ALl cperatiome” ere coordimated closely with the looal
Coverrment of Vietnam (GVN) officials to imsure that the:opera-
tione support local efforts amd do .not.emdanger. the programs of

cther government forces or agencies. B

b, Military Apsisteamce Command Vietnam (MAQY) advisory
teams work with all ARVN forces, normally down to battalion
leval. These advisors provide a ready point of contact in
copordinating combined operations with United States and Free
World Military Asaistance PForces (US/FWHAF).

5. Vietnaoasa Alr Force (YRAF) v

a. The VHAF includes [ive tactical wings, each of which
ia compossd of a var{fable numbsr of fighters, halicopters snd
transport squadroms. Three of the composite wings are organized
identically, each being assigned & fighter squadren, & liaison
squadron, and a helicopter squadron, The fourth wing his two
£ightar squadrens and a liaison squadron, but is lacking a
helicopter aquadron. One of these wings is assigned to each of
the Corps Tactical Zones (CTZ), The £ifth wing provides gensral
support. It is assigned three transport squadrons, one heli-
copter squadron, and 4 reconnuissance squadron. Fighter aquad-
rons can ergage designated targats with & cambination of general
purpoae, fragmentation, concussion, incendiary, delayed action,
and fire (napalm) bombs, rockets, and 20mm cammon fire. The
transport aquadrone provida a capabilfty for air dropping troops,
equipment and supplies, flare drops for illumination of target
areds in suppert of offemnsive ailr strikes and ground operations,
and for alr movemdnt of troops, supplies, equipment, and offi-
clale. The limfzon squadrons are capable of perferming forward
air control, yiaual reconnaissance, paychological warfare opera-
tions; and other liaison functiona. Helicopter squadrona furniah
a limited capability for medftal evacuation and alr movement of
croops, equipment, and supplies tbyoughout the RVN.

by MAQY advigors work with the VHAF at all echelons, often
accompanying them on missions. They provide a ysady poimt of
contact for linison or coordination.

6. Vietnemese Navy (VNN)

8. The VNN is primarily a defensive force, consiating of
a small gea fleat for of f-shore counter-infiltration surveillance
from the 17th parallel to the Cambodian border, a fleet of junka
organized into 27 coaatal groupa for patrolling inshore coastal
witars, and a river mesaul: force for inland waterway operations.



The river assault force ia organized into thirteen river assault
groups (RAGs), Fach RAG s capable of tranaporting one batta-
1ion of the RYNAF by water.

b. MACY adviaors work with the VNN fleet, comatal groups,
and river asssult groups. They provide a peint of contact for
joint and combined cparacions.

7. Vietnamese Marina Corps (VNMC)

a, The YNMC {s a separate service conaisting of one Marine
Brigade composed of six infantry battalions, an artillery
battalion and an muphibiows support battallon. The VKMC has
the assigned misafon of conducting "Amphibjoua operations to
gpesist in the counterinsurgency effortit. The VNMC Brigade is
part of the General Raserve and is part of the General Staff
(JGS) of tha RYNAF In any of the Corps Tactical Zones (CTZ).

b. MACY advisora work with VHHMC units, eften accompanying
them on misalons. They provide o ready point of contact for
Joint and combined oparations.

8. Ragional Forcesa (Province and pistrict Forces)

a. The Raglonal Forces {RF) ars @& nationally administered
military force aasigned to and onder the oparatiemal comtrel
of the sector commander {province chief). The basic combat
unit of the RF is the Infantry company, though in all provinces
thare are also a number of RF mechanized platoons, and intelli-
gence platoons and squada. In some previnces, RF River Potrel
Companies are organized. -

b, Nermally, the RF unit is recruited locally, placed
under the oparational control of the sector or subsector
commandar (province ox districk chief), and habitually employed
in the same gencral aras. The primary missions given to RF
units aze to annihilate VG guerrilla forcas and deatroy VG
{nfrastructure, eecure key inatallatiens and communication
routes, to protect the population, snd te provida e subsector
roserve for assisting village and hamlet defense forces. When
ARVN or Free World Military Assistamce Forces { PWMAF) units

ars operating im an aresz where KF are locatad, the RF can often
contribute to the success of the opstation through the direct
partioipation of forces and tbeir detailed knowledge of the
local terrain and pacple.

9. Popular Forcas {Village and Hamlet Forces)

a. The Popular Forces (PF) are a mationally administered
military force organizad and opsratad at the village and hamlet
leval and conaist of infantry platoons and xquads, The FF are
commanded by their own nonconmissionsd officer leaders who are
responsible, through their village chiefa, to the district
cbiefa. PP membera are full-time volunteers recruited and em-
ployed within their native villages end hamlets with the primary
mission of deatroyimg VC infrastructure, protacting publie
security and maintaining tav and érder, protecting baaes, lines
of communication, and thair own families and property. Theugh
legally this force may be supplemanted with draftees, its
primary motivation stems from the fact that ita members are
recruited from the villages and hamlets in which they are
stationad and in which cheir families live.

b. Bacause FF unite ars small, lightly armad and limited
in training, their combat capability fa restricted to local
opsrations in the Form of patrols and embushes, The bagic
concept of employment fe for village platoons and hamlet squads
to defend theizr own aress with the inter-village platoonm pro-
viding ponsive reinf Oceesionally, PF units may
participate in oparatfons with other forces. Such operations
normally sre undercaken to reinforce, support or relieva a
village, hamletr or outpost under attack or to destroy local
¥¢ forces. The PF provida weluable assistance during operations
by acting as guides, by protecting flanks, by providing a rear
guard and by direct combat participation.

10. Paramilitary Forces

Civillan Irregular Defense Groups {CIDO)} heve bheen organiszad
throughout RYN, U8 Army Special Forces (USASF) parsonnel and
V¥ietnanase Special Forces (LLDB) personnel work with che CIDG,
apoisting and advising in all pheses of operations.



1i. BVNAF Logistics Support

a. At the present time, the logistic aystem for HVNAF
is Technical Sexrvice oriented. Thers are five technical
services (Ordnance, Signal, Quartermaster, Engineer, and Medical)
thet provide common item aupport to the Army, Navy, Marines
and Alr Foree. A alxth service, the Tranaportation Agency,
provides Transportation services to HYNAP, with no materiel
responsihility, The activities of these technical services
are directed by the Commandar, Central Logistics Command,
EVHAF. The commanders of the Ailr Force and Ravy have instal-
lations under their command which provide logistic support
peculiar to aircraft and naval vessels, Tespectively.

b. In gddition to the technical services, the Commander,
Gentral Loglstics Command, directs the Central Procurement
Off{ce. The Central Procurement Office providas s madium
for procuring major supplies and services for all technical
services and Items peculisr to Alr Porce end Navy require-
ments £rem inecuntry rescurces. The technical services, Area
Logistic Commands (ALCa) and the Mavy and Afr Force also have
limfted procurement authority.

c. ‘The five ALGe are actwally tha heart of the RVMAF
field logiatical system, with various field depots, general
aupport units, and direct support unite which provide logistie
asupport to the Corps Tactical Zenes and to the Capital Mili-
tary Diserict. Support is provided on an area basia. The ALC
houndaries are npot the same as the Corps boundaries in all
casmg. The ALCa support ABVN, VNAF, YNMC and VNN on common
service items, and paramilitary and FWHAF on designpted {tems.

SUMMARY

The Vietnamese heve paid heavily in their long struggle
against the Communist insurgents, Daspite the cost, they
ratain their datermination to be victorious. We are assisting
them in all their efforts-military, sconomic, and politicel -
wherever wa can: f0 the fiald, with the rural people, and at

the mititary and governmental headquarters. Success will
depend ultimately upen the effectiveness of our jeint
aefForts,



GRAPIER 2

COMMAND & CONTROL

US / FWHAF
1. Gensral

The Hapeblic of Vietnan (RVN) [s being aspisted in
iea fighc againet Comwnist eggresmion by other Frae World
countries of which tha US is providing the majority of
assistance. The sssfmtance takes tha form of comvat
alemsnta, combat eupport elements, combat service support
alements and aconomic support to the military and civilien
populace of 5¥N, Ths telationahip of United States/Free
World Military hAsalatance Forces/Republic of Vietnam
(US/FWMAF/HVH) is on¢ of Individual sovereignty and com-
bined coordination and cooperation, with the RYN having
the final authority.

2, US Military Organization, Viatnam {Figura 1}

a. Gommandar, US Nilitary Aasistance Commend, Vietnam
(COMUSMAGY) is the overall commandar of US Forces in
Viatnam. HKis staff works in close ceoordination with the
Jofnt Genetal Staff {JCS) of AVN and the FWHAF etaff ko
establish overall policy, guidance and tectics to combat
the enemy forces.

b. Assfating COMUSHMACY in the control, adminis-
tration, and logistical support of the armad forces in
Vietnan are his thres P dere. The ™
commander for US Army Forces Yietmam (USARY) is located at
Tan Son Hhut, The component commander far the Air Force
located at Tan Son Nhut %s €G, 7th Alxr Forcae who is also
the Deputy COMUSHACV for Air Cperations, The componant
comnander for Naval Forcas {CHFY) is located in Saigon.

¢. The oparational control of the US ground force
within the Corps Tactical Zones (CTZ) is vastad in the
senior US military officer within that CT2. 1In the I
GTZ the CG, IIT Marire Amphibious Fores is the senior
officer responsible for the cparstions of all US around
forces within the CTZ and the coordination of these opa-
ratfons with other FWMAFs and RVNAF. The G, III MAF is
locatad at Danang. With similar responsibilities for 1T
GTZ {3 the GG, I Flald Porce ¥istnam (I FPFORCEV) locatad
at Nha Trang. 1In the IIL CTZ is the CG, II Field Force
Vietnam (IT FFORCEV}, locatad at Long Binh, Tha IV oTZ
doés not have a Fleld Porew Gommander desigpazed, In
#ach of the CTZs the Force Commanders, end in IV GTZ the
Senior Army Advimor s the seniar US Military Advisor
who coordinates with and advises the RVHAF Corps Commandar.

d. The Comandar, 7th Air Porce, au component
commandar, controls 7th Alr Forca alements and coordipates
cther air functions providad by Commandex, 7th Fleat;
Commander, 13th Air Porcae,.CG, III MAF; and commander,
‘VNAF. Saeventh Alr Force provides fixed-wing tactical
airlift support through the Commander, 834th Alr Ddvision.
The Sevanth Air Force also provides an advisory group to the
Vietnamasa Air Force (VNAF).

6. The Commander, Naval Forces Viatmam {CNFV) cone
trols and coordinates the coastal end river swrveillance
forces that gssist tha Vietnamese Nawvy (YNN) in patrolling
the coastal and river watervays.

£. The U8 Army has advisory groups in all of the CTZa.
At each wchelon of the RVHAF there is an Army Adviaory
Officer with a small staff. These advisors provide a ready
point of contact in coordinating comhinad operatioms.

g+ Tha US Army Special Forces Group is under opera-
tional control of CONUSMACY. The headquarters for the 5th
Special Forces Group (ABN) (5SPQ) i3 et Rha Trang: Normally
the Special Forces teams when daployed come under the opar-
ational control of the US Force Commander or Senior Advigor
in the appropriate GTZ.
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3, Free World Mi{litary Assistance Porce

a, Other Frae World Hations beside the US provide assistanca
to Vietnew in its flght against Communist aggresaiom, At the
present time thers are 8 countries in addition to the US that
are comtrfbuting combat forces, Mllitary Advisors and medical
support to AVN. MHore Free World countries are offering token
aconomic a1d to indicate their moral backing for the Vietnamesa.
Free World Milftary Assistance Porces (FWMAF), cooperate and
coordinate their operations with tha Joint Geners] Staff (JGS)
at the national level and the B¥N Corps Commanders within the
CTZs. Thae FWHAF beadquarters is located in Saigon.

b.  The Hepublic of Korea providas tws Divisions (the Capital
and White Horse Divisions), ona Marine Brigade amd the LOOth

Logistical Command to the support of Yietnam. The Australian
Armed Porces aré represented by a brigade and an air aelement.
The Daminton of Wew Zealand provides one artillary battsry.

¢, Othar countries contributing perscmnel and services
are1  Republic of the Philippines, Spain, He
Thafland and the Federal Republic.ofpcam’unyl.mbuc of Coina,

11



CHAFTER 3

NYA/VC

INTRODUCTIQH

The NYA/YC is wall trained, organized, and equipped for
his mission. He employs the tectics of the guerrilla becausa
they sult his meana. HNVA/YC forces sometimes lack uniforms,
but in most ceses their wuapons are modern.and effeccive. If
he i{s prepared to Fight, or hes good reasen, he will atay and
fight, But frequantly whem hit bard, be will break fnto emall
groups and melt away. On occasion he travels with his family
and i not ebove using women and childran to cover his withe
drawal, leaving tbem te Eend for themselves., Ha digs in well
and uses concealed tunnels and bunkers extanaively. He moves
mostly at night end prefers to Eight under cover of darkmese.
Normally, he will not attack unloss ba has great auperiority.
The NVA/VG {s smart but far from unbestable .- even on his
own grownd.

SECTI(N 1. MILTTARY ORGANIZATLON

1., General

a. The Viet Gtmg military organization 1s an integral
pert of the comuunist apparatus under the direction of tha
Government of North ¥ietnam which contrels every aspact of
¥ activity within tha Repubitc of Vietnam (RWN), Ezch V&
political headquarters st hamlsc, village, district énd
province level includas a military component which exsrcipas
some contrsl over Viet Cong milicary unita assigned to ita
area of lurisdiction.

b. 'The Central Office, South Vietnam {CO3VN) is tha
highewt VG headquarters within the RKYN. It translates
directives of the North Vietnamese Coamunist Parcy (Lao Dong
Party) into spacific ordars to subordinate elements for the
political subversion and military conquest of South Vietnau.
COSYN in addition to exercising dirsct control over certain
units hap overall reasponsibility for VG military operations
in South Vietnam, Under COSVN are six military regions.

Toe nilitary reagion 12 a political headquarters with a
closaly integrated military compoment which directs military
operationa of VG units subordinate to it. At the province
and district levals, the YG policiecal and military structure
rasecblas but does mot coincide with the geographic organi-
zation of the Government of South Vietnam (OVN). For
example, tha Viet Cong divide South Viatnam into 37 provinces
whereas there ara 44 GVN provinces plus tbe Capits)l Military
Distzict within the Republic. The VC crganizational tech-
nique aubordinates the military to the political and promotes
unity of sffort and is patternad after tha system ugad in
North Vietnam,

2. Military Units

a. Military units are divided inte thres general cate-
gprieds Combat, Combat Support and Militia. The combat
units congiat of thres distinct types of military forces:
North Yietnamess Army (NVA) forces {units infiltrated inte
South Vietnam), VG main forcas and VC local forcam.

(1) FRVA infiltration began in early 1965 and reached
a total of ninsteen regiments {four confirmed and one prob-
able division) as of mid-Jeptembar 1966. One KVA division,
the 3248, invaded dirastly through the IMZ in Juns 1966 as
apposed to the othar NVA units which infiltrated throwgh Lacs
and Cambodia to form divisions in-country, An HVA unie ip
ong which is formad, trained and designated by Rorth Yietnam
a8 an HVA unit, and compossd completely or primarily of Rorth
Vistnamesa. Some nativa South Vistnamese may be awsigned to
tbis unit as filler or replacement pexacmnel,

(2) ¥YC mafn forces ara thope units diractly wub.
ordinate to COBVN of to the oilitary regions in R¥N. They

13
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may be found as division, regimental, battalien or separate
campany slzed units, They ere trained and equipped better
than ¥C local forces, Their leaderahip consilsts of axperi-
enced and dedicated communist persennal with long exparience
in guerrilla warfare,

- {3) ¥C loeal forces are vrganized in unita up to
bettalion aize and normally are subordinate te an individuai
V¢ province or district.. Their oparational area usually is
defined by territorial boundaries.

b. ¥C cambat support forces form a-categoty which has
been designated by the RVN military suthorities as VC head-
quarters perscnnel and special combat support units such as
communication, engineer, recomnaissance and foed production
@lements which are not assigned to a particular YC combat
unit.

¢: ¥C militia axe subdivided into three types of
irregular forces: guerrilla, self-defense and secret sslf.~
defensa,

(1) The most important militis forces are the
full time local guerrilla units. They &re usad to harasa
frisndly units, conduct assassinsticns, and other acts of
terrorigm and sabotage. Nowever, they do participate in
aceions in conjunction with local or main forces when the
latter operate within their areas. They axe used as guidas,
porters and rear guard riflsmen in this supperting rola.

{2) ¥C self«defanse and secret self-defense
forces are part time irregulara primarily responsibie for
local security and for providing early warning of ap-
proaching enamy forces. Such defense Forces rarely exceed
4 squad size. The self-dafense units normally are found in
VG controlled sreas while the secrat self-defense units are
found Lo contasted or RVN controlled areas.

3. Organization for Combat

a. HNYA forces operating in South ¥iastnam are orgenized
inte battalions, regiments and divisions. The WvA division
conalsts of three Infentry regimentd, combat support, and
combat pervice support elements., The NVA infantry regiment
(Figure 2) consiats of three infantxy battalionms and combat
support alements. Each infantry battaliem (Figure 3) ia
composed of three infantry cempanies (Figure 4) and command
and signal ¢lemonts. The strength of the WVA infantxy
battalion operating in South Vietnam {3 approximately 600.
NHYA foxces are equipped with CHICOM/Soviet weapons including
carbines, machine guns, recoillesa rifles, mortars, and
antistircraft machina guna,

b. ¥C Main Force units are patterned after WYA forces
and follow the triangular toncept, They are formed into
companies, battalions, regiments and divisions. Unlike
thair RVA countarparts, most VG Maln Force units are armed
with a mix of Commynist bleck, Gexman, Franch, and US
weapons. The atrength of a YC Main Force infantry battalionm
is approximately 3500, the company, approximately 120.

e. HYA/YC Locel Force battalicns consist of from twe to
aix infantry companiles and combat support elements. Their
strength and composition varies in accordance with the
availability of manpower, wespoms, and cadre. The strangth
of YC Local Force battalions currently operating {n the
field is estimated to average 420; companies range in
strangth from 80 to 130, Local Force units are equipped
with a variety of foreign weapons, and locally produced
minea, and grenades.

d. VG militery unita very coraidarably in atrength
and equipment, depending on location, availebility of feod
and recrults, end the degree of control exexcised by the VG
over the surrounding territery, Irragular units usually
are ancountered in platocn or squad strength, sltheugh
spacial VO guerrilla operatioms way require oniy 2 to 5 men

L5
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FIGURE 2

TYFE NVA/VC INFANTRY REGTMENT

FIGURE 3

TYFE RVA/¥( INFANTRY BATTALION, INFAWTRY REGINENT
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FIGURE &

TYPE NYA/VC INFARTRY COMPANY, INFANTRY BATTALION




teams. The VO irragular unics characteristically are
flexible in organization,

SECTION II. METHODS OF OPXRATION

4. Genersl

a. The simple but effective code of the VC {s "When
the enamy advancas, withdraw; when he defends, haraes;
when he fs tired, attack; when he withdraws, puraue." V¢
tactics and techniques are simply smbellishmants on this
theme, Fmphasis is placed on speed, aecurity, surprise and
deception., The VC exhibit great skill in making the most
of their enemy's weaknaasas.

b.  ¥C operations are planned in detail and are baged
upon careful raconnaissance and up-to-date intalligence.
Detailed rehearsals, including cthe use of mockups, sand-
tables, and similar terrain prapare the txoops for the
wiesion, whether it be & raid, ambush, assassination or
destruction. Once a plsn 1% made and rehearsed, the VC
‘sesn reluctant to depart from it. They appear reluctant to
attack units which have demcnstrated skill in emp loying
artillery and ¢losa air support. A certain inflexibilicy
is apparent in some ¥YC operatlons, but on ofher occaslons,
VG forcea have shown themmalves to be masters of improvision.

<. The VC are very cautlous and attempt to decermine
in detail the size, disposition and direction of movement
of their opponent before engeging him, They would rather
let an opportunity slip by than act hastily without proger
intelligence and preaparation. In one instance, a three-
battalion VC ambush force permicted two L35mm howitzers and
accompanying emmunition trucks ta drive through the killing
zone Ummolaested because the YC had not completed laying
wire linas and checking camunications. In another cage,
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four US advisors in a jeep wore allowed to pasa through a
company size ambush because the VG were walting for a ten
truck convoy which was five minutes behind the advisors.
The VG ambushed the trucks, destroying several and cauaing
& numbar of ARVN casualties,

5, O0ffensive Techniquas
a. Ambushes

{1} 7In keeping with their emphasia on eurprise,
VG use the ambush am one of their meat affective offenaive
tactics. Units establishing smbushes have bean known to
remain in place for periode in excess of ten daya, Once
the ambush is esteblished, & small force is sent out to make
contaat with the friendly foree, Once contact has been
established, the small enemy force quickly withdraws, luring
the frisndly force into the ambush stte. The normal prac-
tice is to ambuah along roads, trails, streams and other
natural routes of movement. Unpredictable or unexpected
tactics such as establishing ambushes close to friendly
forces, are revealed by the following two examples:

(a} The VC poaftionad a company size ambush
forca along & road lesa than one hundred meters from a
frisndly gusrd post manned hy eix personmel. Rather than
actack the guard post, they ambushed a mall convey and
inflictad eight cagualties,

(b) Approxi 1y 65 VC ambushed a military
vahicla transporting troops on a straetch of fairly open
road between two ARVN outposts leas than a mile apart.
Twolve of tbe sixteen parsonnel in the friendly force becama

canualties.

(2} VG plamming for embushes is comprehensive.
Rehaaraals are conducted and friendly force patterns are
atudied In detall. Balted trapa are often used, such aa

attacks desfgned to lure reactiom or reserva forces into
prepared ambush positionsa. Advantage is taken of any
laxity in sscurity on the part of friendly forcaes, auch as
during meal breskse. Another favorite tactic im to feipn
ratrsat by one unit to draw the friendly force into an am-
buah by another unit. V¢ ambushas usually ara shore,
violent actions followad by a rapid withdrewal. The VG-
frequently have ambushed unite whoes security was lax while
raturning from an operational area.

b. Raide
N
(1} Raids are another favorite YC offensiva tactic
and are conducted by units from squad to regimental siea.
They are most often exscuted during tha hours of darkness.

{2} 1Two basic typas of VO raids have baan obsarved.

The "surpriss" raid is the most common. Secrecy snd wpeed
ars key considerationa in this type of action since the VC
rafding percy may have less numerical stramgth than the
dafending force, - The "power" raid {s one in which the VG
employs ovarwhelming atrength and fire power in order to
annihilate & defending unit. The time the raid begins is
often & glue t¢ ita nature, Raida begun after 0200 hours
raraly are powar raids intended to ovarrun an outpost.

c. Harasaing Operations., Harassmsnt is one of the
tensts of VG guerrilie warfars, Snipsr fira (s a form of
harassment fraquantly used by the VG to frighten, confuse
and mislaad friendly forces. Parsomnal carrying automatic
weapons and radioa are often initial cargecs for VG snipar
fire, Diversionary harassing attacks ara used to draw
friendly forces from vulnerabls Y terget sress.

d. The VO heve used mortazs apd racoilless attacks

againat airflelds, inatallations and FWMAF positions with
success,
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{l} The YC attacks ars planned and rehearsed
thoroughly. Through reconnaissance efforta and agents the
enemy laarns the exact location of activities. Where day-
to-day activities and dispositions have hecome sterectyped,
the ensmy has used such fixed patternm of activity to hig
advantage in planning and executing the attack. Tha attacks
&re executad with a determination and precision which in-
dicates & complete understanding of the duties of each attack-
er, For sxample, a PW captured after one attack stated that
the attack was rehearsed six times and sand table classes
wers held to poinc out individual ‘tasks. .

(2) Recoilless rifles are positioned to fire along
the long axis of the sirfield to take advantege of amall de-
flection srror and relatively large rangs dispsraion of this
weapon. Several positions are usad to permit the enemy to
centinue firing when one position fe knocked out. Poai-
tions usually ara placed along a4 trail to facilitate with-
drawal,

(3) Most of the attacks have occurred betwesn the
houra of 2330 and 0230 on moonless nights. This time frame
suggests that the enemy moves into position gnd withdraws
undsr the cover of darknass.

(4) The enemy has made use of alming markers,
directional guides and target atrikes during the preparatfon
phaae of am attack. Rounde are placed well with no adjust-
ment moted, Fire for effect commences with the first Tound.

{5) Recently s mortar and recollless rifle attack
was conducted againat an air base in Vietnam. During tha
attack, & minfuoum of 240 raunds were fired by the enemy
from 8L and 82mm mortars and racoilless riflas. A plot of
the rounds indicates that the aircraft parking areas and
other operating {nstzllations adjacent to taxiways amd Tun.
ways were the primary targets. The Viet Cong attack appac-
ently was plamned in detail and executad vigorcusly without
warning.

¢+ Infiltratiom. The VO are emperta at infiltration.
Particularly important is thair habit of infilcracing
friendly positions during pariods of reduced visibility and
adveras smather, usuglly combining tha infiltration with a
faint or rw Objects of VO infiltratlem tactics are
sabotage, assassination, demoralization of ensmy troops and
tha collection of intalligence for future operatioms. Also
significant is the technique of infiltracing sgents dis-
guised as friendly civiliang, Tha YC also have infiltrated
military installatioms disgviasd as ABVK soldisra and
marines thus emebling them to panetrace the defense hefore
the Tuse was dizeovered,

6, Defensive Tactics.

‘ms VG defensive tactics arxe centerad around ways and
msarw of escaping from ambushes, raide, mesting sngagsments
and wurprise attacks. The VC maks extensive use of rear
guard personnal whose missfon is to dalay tha pursuing
frisndly foree until withdrawal of ths VC main force is
accomplished. Ambushes designed to slow friendly forces
are smplioyed frequently. At othar times, VC may
avade capture by hiding or by blsnding in with the local
populace.

b. Hiding pleces usad by the ¥C are almost limicless,
although undergreund locacions appear to he the Eavorite.
Underground meana of hiding parsonnel and aquipment range
from aimple "spider trap' holes to elaborats, reinforced
tooma. From the surface these underground installations
are most diffieult, Lf not Impossible, to detect (Figure 5).
Critical points are entrances and smergency emits, which
usvally are concesled in gardens, animal pena, under pilsa
of straw, dung, ate, (Figure 6), in or under structures
{Figure 7) and in river banks (Figuras 6 and 9.
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CONCEALED TUNNEL ENTRANCER

HAYATACEK USED FOR HIDING PLACE AND MEETING PLACE

1.4 Al
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HIDING PLACES UNDER LOCAL HOMES

CONCEALED ENTRANCE
UNDER A COOKING POT

RIVER CAVE
(SIDE VIEW)

TOP OF PANK

CAYE EXIT —*

!
CAVE ENTRANCE —=w. /g

F
; AN /
CAVE -

— 4

— s =

ER

RIVER HIDE
ENTRANCE
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RIVER AREA POSITIONE
TYPE$1 RIVER PANK

/4"' b Y

- N

o — to g
y "

/’-"'-- —_——— J,
WATER LINE ENTRANCE USUALLY ABOUT 1 FOOT
HIGH, CAMOUFLAGED WITH WATER PLANTE, ETC.

‘This type of cave usually has entrance from below water line

to about 1 foot above. There is about & 3 foot approach leading
to the main room which 18 circular and about 6 to 8 feet across.
Can only be entered from the water,

TYPE #2 RIVER BANK

OCpening on sids of river bank

used as entrance or escape,

Also uged as firing poaltion.
! | Opening camouflaged.

8' to 10 Enirance aboat 1 foot high cam-
| ouflaged with water plants,
1 Used also as exit.

WATER LINE l—2

Figure §

€. Extwnsive snd ingeniously constructed underground
tunnsl systems ars ons of the wnique fsatures of undesground
hiding plazes (Figure 10 thru 14). Moa: ars comstructed in
such 8 mannar that they permit short term underground habita-
tion, Thay usually are built in a migmag, multi-lavel form
with ventilation holes at various intsrvals, This type of
construction mway provide protaction from grenades or discov-
ery. When cornered underground by friendly forces, the vC
VilL eften sjact a grenade Erom one of the holes and actempt
to escape during the tresulting ahock and smoka.

d. Tha VC prepara axtensive dafennive positions through=
out their opsrational area. If surprised by friendly forces,
thay will, if possible, vithdraw to a previously prapered po-
sition and defend until they can break out, most probably
during the hours of darkness. VG positiena ire characterised
by defansa in depth, mutual support, overhead cover and
maximm use of natural cover and concaalmant,

%+ Use of reinforced comcrets in connection with tummel
complaxas adde considerable aacurity for the defanding forcs.
Dafensiva efforts are sustained moat essily theraby deman-
ding @ grester effort from the attacking force, particularly
in the soployment of heavy ordnanca.

7. Spacial Techniques
4. General,

Viet Cong tectics {ncluda many typea of aceions
which are psouliar to uncomventional warfare, such as
#3sassinations and other acte of terrorism directed against
the RYN population, Subvaraion and sabotage hava Incraasad
against RYN and all Free World Military Assistance Forces
and installations as well as the civilisn populace, The VC
terrorist attacks usually gre simple and direct metheds of
inflisting casualties on thair snemy, To data, most YC
terrorist activities heve taken the form of mrder by ahoot-
ings, kidnappings, throwing of grenades into heames, businessss,
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VC UNDERGROUND BUNKER

vC Vi ARTILLERY

7
BUNKER BHELTER

)

VC ENTRANCE SKILLFULLY CAMOUFLAGED

Bunker shown abkove was discovered in the vicinity of Da Nang
during June/July 1865 by ARVN unlts.

It is 2 multi-bunker tunnel with angled connecting tunnels ,
Each bunker has space available for 3 or 4 men. The
entrance to the ¥C bunker is built into the wall of the artil-
lery shelter and skillfully camouflaged. A second bunker
1s concealed behind the firat; each ontrance In turn is
camouflaged on the outside by local inhabitants.

Figure 10

GUERRILLA BASE

AIR VENTS SECONDARY
EECAPE

SUPPLY
BYPHON g#;:l? - "DUMP

Figure 11

31



32

: and 10 inches of dirt. Entrance
and .exit from either end. Diffi-
cult to clear unless approached
from top and opened with demoli-
Hons.

e e JUNNELA o e e =
- -

l4 T A
i , &
1 8 ™™
1 |
1 {Cave ls conatructsd by trenching :
: and covering trench with bamboo } ]

' 1

Root gystem provides excellent reinforcement for reof of
cave. .
Figure 12
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Ditch
with punji's

Boohy Trap

C‘“‘"

System Escape

Figure 13 A Typleal VC Fortified Village
{Note Tunnel System)



WELL - TUNNEL COMPLEX -- BEN CAT AREA

2~
_—

3= 3

1. AIR VENTS 4. CAMOUFLAGED COVER

2. NOTCHED DIRT 6. CAMOUFLAGED VENT HOLE

STEPS 8. NORMAL WELL TOP
3. WATER 7. CAMOUFLAGED ENTRANCE
COVERS

Woll-Tunnel Complex above was dlscovered near Ben Cat in
Beptember 1885. It is a series of multi-bunker tunnels with
angled connecting tunnels. Esach bunker has space availabls

for 15 to 20 men. The entrances to and exite from the VC
bunkers are bullt into the walls of actusl or simulated wells
which are 20 to 30 meters deep. Access to these skilllully
camouflaged entrances and exite is by way of notched dirt steps
or by the uge of long notched bamboo pole ladders. These wells
algo serve as deep pit man traps.

Flgure 14

passing vehicles and into groupa of people. Although these
are the most ¢comuon techniquea employed, tha YC continue to
engage in selective terrorism of the public and brutal
exacution of rural officlals in order to intimidate the local
population. Tha Yiet Cong have increased their capability
to engage in more sophisticated tactics such as the mining of
hillets and work-areas with explosive charges and claymore
type, antipersomnél minas.

b. Booby Traps

{1) Booby traps are favorite devices of the Viet
Cong. Granades, spike traps, poison arrows and a variety of
other masns are emploved to harass, alow dewn, confuse and
kill friendly forces. The forms of these weapons are limited
only by the imagination of the designer {(Figuxes 15 thru 17).

(2) Grenades commonly are used as booby traps he-
causs they ate light in weight, easy to carry and conceal, and
readily adaptable. They frequencly axe put in trees or on
fencea and also along traila that friendly forces are expactad
to use, with trip wires strung acrose the pathway. Munitions,
partleularly arcillery and mortar shells, also have been
rigged for detonation as booby txape (Figures 18 chru 24).

{3) Booby trapa are emplaced most frequently on the
most convenient route, such as rice paddy dikea, traila, fords,
foot bridge appréaches and gates in bamboo fences.

(4} Spiked faot end man traps are common types of
bosby traps found throughout Vietnam. The spikes may he
sharpened bsmboe sticks, &t they may be barbed wood or metak
spikes emplaced in wooden, concrete orx metal blocks. The
spiked devices are placed in holes along routes of movement
and carefully camouflaged to prevent detection or thoy can
be placed on top of the ground (Figures 25 thru 21), Punji
traps are oftem covered by boards or brusbwood mats, to pre-
vent Injury to vivilisns or livestock., Upen approach of
GYK/Allied Porcas, the covers arxe removed., The presence of
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_CARTR[DGE TRAP

CAMOUFLAGED
BAMBOO SLAT

CARTRIDGE
PIECE OF BAMBOO

NAIL OR FIRING PIN
(5mm)

WOODEN BOARD

Figure 15

STEEL ARROW TRAP

=== L2l prrcEoF
=23  woop

)
STEEL _/ \_RUBBER BAND PIECE OF BAMBOOQ
ARROW

STEEL ARROW TRAP READY FOR USE

Figure 16
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GRENADE AT GATE

In most cases the grenades are burled {shallow) under
the gate. A short trip wire is attached to the gate so
that when it is moved even glightly, the grenade is
detonated. Pregsure release fuzes have also been em-
ployad. I there is heavy growth around the gate, the
grenades will gensrally be hidden in the growth.

Figure 19

- et Aot e

BAMBOO ARCH

Recently the VC have besn making bamboo arches across
tralls, A grenade i8 secured at the top of the arch and the
trip wire secured to the grenade, Any conimct with trip wire
will detonate the grenade. This is employed most effectively
at night as o warning device. The location of the grenade
achieves a large casualty radius. During the.day the trip
wire is loosened from the ground and wound around the bam-
boo arch to allow use of the trail to VC.

Figure 20
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VC BOGBY TRAP HAND GRERADE

FIVOT PCINT

S4FETY PIN HDIE

SAFETY PIN
HOLE
FIVOT POINT

VG BOOBY TRAP REGULAR GRENADE
HAND CRENADE

THIS GREMADE APPEANS TO HE A STANDARD CAST, SMOOTH HODY,
FRAGHENTATION GREMWADE WITH A STANDARD STRIKER RELEASE TYPE
FUZING. WNREVER, AN OBVIOUS DIFFERENCE 18 THAT THE SAPETY
PIK HOLE AND THE PIVOT POINT ARE IN THE BEVERSE POSITION OF
A REGULAR GRERADE,

THIS GRENADE IS DETONATED WHEN PRESSUBE 1S APPLIED T) THE
HANDLE .

FIGURE 23

ORERADE TRAP

This variation may be found in arsas usdd extensively by
tank/infantry teams, The gxenade 13 placed far #Rough balz_m
the surface to aveid betug datonaced by tha crushing action of
tanks and yat ba detonsted when atapped into,

FIGURE 24

45







SPIKE TRAP PIT

ROS8 BEAM LOCK

Flgurs 27

GULLEY TRAPS

Likely
avenue of
approach

Quite often short stakes are employed on banks of gullies
and streams, in areas where it is likely that troops might
jump from one bank to another. The stakea (2" to 3" long)
are ugually hidden in graga or other growth on the stream
banks.

Figure 28
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PIVOTED SPIKE BOARD

THE P1VOTED SPIKE BOARD IS USED WITH A FOOT PIT. WHEN A
PERSON STERS ON THE TREADLE, THE BOARD WITH DRIVEN SPIKES
PIVOTS AMOUT AN AXLE. AS THE VICTIM DROPS INTO THE PIT,

THE SPIKE BOARD STRIKES HIN IN THE CHEST OR FAcE.

FIGURE 29

BRIDGE SPIKE TRAP

cut at the middle and
coverad with mud

Figure 30
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GUARDED AND BPIKED COMBAT TRENCHES

Flgure 31

— A S,

such covers concealed in undergrowth slong a trail, im a sure
tipoff to the punli trap. The V¢ often wilkl laave one or two
punji trape poorly camouflaged to suggest subtly thae all trapa
ars diseernabla readily, which in fact is not so.

(5) The YC also employ crude but sffective trip wira
typa davices along traile and paths which ralease arrows,
banboo whips and other mwinging, barbed or club type chjects.
Barbs are oftem dippsd in pofison to compound casualty sffects
{Figures 32 and 33).

(6) BExplosive pana and cigarerte Lighters have besn
put in cbvious biding places by the YG for the unsuspecting
soldier ko £ind,

(7} The bamboo whip consists of a bamboo pola about
ten faet long, two f tion hand des, and matsrials
for securing them togethar. One grenade {s tied to each end
of the pols, One end of the pole is buried and the pim of its
grenade is sacured to the ground so that removal of the pole
detonates the grenade. The pole is then bent into & bow with
tha frae end fastenad to the ground. The safety pin of the
granade at this and also is secured to the ground. Tha prima
targst of the bamboo whip 1s jungle clearing equipment,
jungle clearing psrasonnal, or patrols. When the davice is
disturbad, the bamboc pols whips up snd the grenade is deto-
nated about 10 faet above the ground. Any attempt to remove
the pole will causa ome or hoth of the grenades to detomnate.

c. Mines. (Figures 34 thru 4&6)

(1) antipersonnel (AP) and antitank (AT) mines are
used extensivaly in VC operations. They may be of the cruds
homsmade variacy or similay to those in the US imventory.

AT mines ususlly are employad on roads and trails capable of
carrying vehicular traffic but also are found along likely
avenues of approach into ¥C bese areas, The mines usually
are pressurs typas) however, when utilised on roads or
around bunker complexes, coumand detonatiom ia the prefarred
tacbnique with the detonatcr snd power source locatsd as far
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TRIP WIRE ACROSE
THE ROAD

BAKRBED SPIKE PLATE

BOTTOM OF
SPIKE WELDED

THE TOP OF THE
BARBED SPIKE PLATE

AN

Flgure 32
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¢! 2 .75 THE MACE
}.‘! T
E

TRIP WIRE

PATH OF MACE

ROPE OR VINE
(USUALLY CAMOUFLAGED)

BPIKED ROCK

Figure 33



COMMANI} DETONATED OVERHEAD MINE

* The VC upe artilery projectiles and mortar rounds as
overhead mines, The projectlla or round s hung on the
limbs of trees over a trail or likely route of approach, an
alectrical detonator Ls attached and wires are run to an
over watching enemy position. When & patrol or cther unilt
comes under the camouflaged round the VC detonate it using
a hattery power source.

Figure 34

e ————

MINED COMBAT TRENCH

Figure 35
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COCONUT TYPE MINE

TRIP
WIRE

] T'USE {WHITE
PHOSPHORUS)

This mine is made from a hollowed out coconut filled with
black powder. Uging a friction type fuze this mine s em-
ployed in much the same manner as hand grenades, It is
usunlly buried approximately six inches underground. It
hag been covered by rock and brick for missile effect.
These mines have been used effectively near gates.

Figure 36
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HOLLOW BAMBOO MINE

CASE PACKED WITH NUTS, BOLTS, ETC.

Thie mine is made.from a large joint of bamboo, It is cleaned
out and filled with plastic exploaive or black p . In nddl-
tion to the explogive the section 18 alee fllled with nuts and
bolts, rocks, nalls and scrap metal or whatever material 18
avallable. Although usually detonated by a pull friction type
{uze, other means can be readlly substituted.

Figure 37
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The YC DH-10 mine is designed to countsr masssd
infantry attacks ard light sroored vehicles. In
addition they are used against heliboroe assaults and
in sabotage activities. The mine can be set in any loca-
tion with or without che bipod. The mipe body is saucer
shaped and containe 4.5 Eilos of cest THT and 420 cylindri-
cal staal fragments of 12ma diamster,

Figure &6




as 300 meters from the mine, Howsver, AP winss are employed
on defenmive Carrain nesrby so that personmel taking to the
high ground to protect & disabled vebicla are subjected then
to the AP mines and bocby ‘traps, AP mines are used teo defend
entrancas to YG underground hiding places and along trails.

(2} AT mines are placed in hellowed-cut places on
bridges or in holea which have been dug in rcads. In order to
make the bole diffieult to discover, tha VC may acatter dirt
across the road for severa] hundred meters or dig several
dumny holes For diéception or for emplacemant of mines at a
latar date. Water huffalo dung also is used for camouflage.
shouldexs along roads often are mined and cccasionally, the
V¢ tunnel in from shoulders to plamt slectrically controlled
mines directly in the center of the rcad. This latter practice
pernits selective targacing of vehicular traific. On acme
occasloua, the VC will bury Eiring wires to a locatiom but will
not emplace the mina. If friendly troops fail to discover the
witea, the VC then emplaces & wine to destroy the next target
that appeara.

(3} The directional, command detonated claymora type
mine is used extensively. The pattern size and lethal ranga
of WVA/VC type cleymore oxceed in many ceses the US standard
elaymore. Artillary fire has proven helpful in upsetting
prepared mines and in cutting the detonating wiras, Claymore
mines bave besn gmployed im numerous opsrations againat
vehiclas and persomnal, in conventional defense, in ambushas,
and in treas abova roads., The latter wetbod is used ta pravent
clearing teams and engineer rocters from neutraliziug the.mines,
Mines placed {n trees have tbair command wires strumg 30C Co
400 mwtera through the tress to & concesled observation poat.
Colored wire is used té match the foliage im the Crees.

(4) Another mino recently wncounterad 1s completely
plastic with ten to twenty pounds of plastic sxplanive
wrappai in waterproof paper. This wine normally 1s primed
with an electric cap. A emall battery iz wiraed to the cap
with a pressure comtect typa switch. .
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(5) It is known that the enemy matrks his mines and
booby traps with various signs., Booby traps have been found
marked by tufta of grasa ten Lnches apart, parpendicular to
the point of the trail where the trap is located; fnverced
rock "V tndicators and small bits of adhesive tape scattered
arcund the devices were noted (Figure 47), Since ¥C and KVA
units are forced to move througbout the country, thera muat
be same overall marking acheme. Any unusual markings or sfgna
along & trail should be treated as a booby trap imdicator.

{6) The V¢ forces fully understand the great advant-
ege of mobility that helicopters have gfven FWMAF troopa. To
reduce this advantage the VC have used several types of mines
and booby traps to deny the landing zone to cpporing forces.

(#) Claymore mines are rigged to a stick. The
prop=wash knocks down the atick, detonat{ng the mina.

. (b) A pilece of sheet metal ie placed im the
LZ, The prop-wash forcas tha ghest of metal down, exploding
the mines beneath it,

(c} Crenades are placed on boeards covering
holes dug in suspected landing rones, and charges are placed
in the holes, The pina are pulled ma the helicopter approach
the landing zcone; the charges in the bottom of the holes are
alectrically deconated; the boards fly imte the alr; tha
grenades fly loose frem the boards, and axplode near the fn-
coming helicopters.

d, FPropaganda. In hia propagande activity against US
Forces 'in Vietnam the communist enemy employs radic broadcasts,
eigns and bannera, and great varieties of leaflets. He
identifies his radic stations, and signs his written matertal
or presents it in auch & way that there is nc doubt it 1ia V¢
originated. The radio broadcasta emanate from Radio Hanoi,
and from the so-called Liberation Radic operated in South
Vietnam by the V(. The style and content of the broadeasts
Erom both of these stations are simjlar, being rather stilted
and groasly exaggerated in an attempt te tell the story in a
Light most favorable to the enemy.

¥ BOOBY TRAP MARKESS
STIGKS

GROUND LEVEL
ROCKS
TYPICAL BOOBY TRAP INDICATOR TH ROCKY TERRAIN

ROTE: TEHESE THREE EXAMPLES
ARE TYPICAL BUT ROT ALL ik . /SQUARE RiOT
INCLUS IVR Y

YINES

s o
TYPICAL BOOBY TRAP INDICATOR IN FORRESTED TERRATH

FT OF GRASS

GROUKD LEVEL
TYPICAL BOOBY TRAP THDICATCR IN GRASSY TERBAIN
FIGURE 47
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At varlous times and pleess throwgbout the country signe and
banners defaming the US and the Americen Eighting man have basn
hung by the ¥C and their sympathizers. These have not produced
the effact deaired by tbe ¥C and hava been torn dewm by US troops
wheraver encountered, The most prolifically written affort by
the enemy is in the form of propagands laaflets. The firet aam-
ples picked up weras sntremaly crude in wording, grammar, content .
and atyle, as wall &s printing techniquaj hut now tbey hava
becoma more sophisticated and more profesaiomal. Howaver, in
spite of the improvement in sppearance, the sffectivenass of

the leaflats against US croope has heen nil,

SEGTIOR IIL. WEAPONS

8. Caneral

2. The present V¢ weapona imvantory consiats of a mixed
grouping of Fremch, VS, and Communiat Block individual and
crewservad weapons. The local mamufacture of crudely made
amall arms has decessed since the eaxly stages of the inaur-
gency but aome gremades, oinss and other demolition davicas
still are baing producad in RNV by the VC. Extensive reloading
of small arms cartridges sleo is dome. NVA troops sre aquipped
with the latest wsapons used by Communist Block nations.

b. A primary sourca of sxplosive devices used by tha YO
for all types of mines and booby traps are US H~26 granades,
Claymore mines, mortar and artillery shells. Some of this type
aquipment is procured from casualties. However, in mamy instan-
ces, this type equipmant i3 pickad up in ereas vacated by U or
ARVN troops. Bafore aresa are clearad by unite a complete and
thorough check of the area should be conducted to praclude as-
sdating -the enemy in bis logimtice sffort, FEvery item loat may
be wsed by the ¥C to inflict cesualilas on friendly persomnal
and to destroy aquipmant.

9, Emall Ams

The individual weapon of the NVA soldiar is moat likely to
be a modern weapon, V¢ main force soldiare often are found to
he aquipped: partially with the CHICOM and Soviet famikies.of
+.62mn small arma. The CHICOM 7.6Zum small arms are copies of
weapons in tbe current Soviet Army inventroy, Also since the
advent of large acale imfiltration, complete units of the NYA
are ermed prith modern Scviet or CHICOM individual weapoms.

Gapturad US carbines, and BARs still are found among Viet Cong
tocal end main Eorce unite. Pistols normally are resarvad for
political and military cedrs and serve aa possible identifiers
of these parsonnal. .

1¢. Machine Guna

Tha NVA/VC hava a wide varisty of machine guns from several
countries of origin. German 7.92mm WWIL IMGa and Soviet and
CHICOM 7.6%um Light and hsavy machins guns #ra the most common
types, Some units are squippad with 12.7mn (.50 esl) heavy ma-
chine gune which ara highty effective sgeinst low flying afreraft.

11. Recoilless Rfflas and Mortars

The NVA/YC also employ Tecoillass rifles and mortars in
heavy weapona supporC alements of fnfamLry battalionw, companies
and platoons. CHICOM 57mm and 73mm recoilless rifles, pluw
thoss cepturad US-supplied wempons of the same calibar, are
available to tha VC at the prasent time. InEfltrated NVA units
almost always ere found to ba equippad with tha standard Soviet-
CHICOM recoilleas riflas or recoilless guns. Alsoc usad are lo-
cally manufactured rocket leunchers, Capturad US 60mm and
$lun mortaya plus CHIGOM 60wm, 82mm and 120mm mortars are found
chroughout the VG unite.

12. In Pebruary 1967 the VG introduced anothex waapon in an
attack on Danang Airfield, This is the Soviet Lilma barrage
rotkat. The wespon is a simple, aingle mstal tuba mounted on
a woodan board with a simple slevetion and daflection device.
The overall length of tha rocket including the motor 1s 40 fnchas.
It can delivar a 9 pound wmrhead to o renge of 12,000 metera.

SUMMARY

The NVA/VC i an alusive and determined fos. He ia wall
organizad politically emd militarily, and amploys both com~
ventional and guarrilla tactics. He is an expert in the aris
of camoufloge, deceptiom and embush. He is o hardy snd ruch-
lass fighter, but not an invincibla ome., He can and will be
defsated.
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CHAPTER 4

TACTIGS AND TEGHNIQUES

INTRODUCTION

The fundamentals of counterinsurgency operatioms &xe
contained in current doctrinal fiald manuala, However,
in applying these fundamentmls in Yiatnam the diverse
natura of tha paopla, their culture, traditiens, the widely
varied terrain and the tropical weather muat be conaidered.
Tbe tactics suployed and techniquea used are limited only
by the commander's Imaginations. Tha taccics and techniquas
prasented are- lassons learned from actual combat oparations
againat the Yiet Cong and the results of Revolutiomary
Devalopmenc in rural areas.

SECTION I. WINNING AND MAINTAINIRG GIYILIAN SUPFORT

l. General

Winning and maintaining the friendship and cooperation
of the Vietnamese civilians living within the operational
ares 13 an easential atep in reducing the effactivenesa of
the local Yiet Cong guarrillas = they cannot operate sffec-
tively without civilian support. The two main aspacts of
our military prasence which contribute teward good ¢tvil-
military relations are tha individual scldier’s positive
attituda In his dealings with local civilians, and the
planned civic actions of military unite.

2, Tndividual Rehavier

The Yiat Cong attempt to separate our soldiers from
the local civilimna hy showing that we are ¢rusl, unthink-
ing, and not concermed with the welfare of the logal

people. The ¥C can be defeated in these efferts by the
strength and genarosity we show in ocur daily lives. The
"Nine Bules" for the military man in ¥ietnam provide

the guide for doing this.

Thay are:

2. Bemember we are guests bers: We make no demands
and seek no special trearmanc,

b, Joiu with tha people: Underatand their 1ife,
u.u: ];hruu from their langusge and houor their cuatoms
and lawa.

c. Treat women with politeness and respect.
d, HMake Friends amcng the soldiers and comeon peopla.
e. Always give the Vietnamese the right of way,

f. Be alert to security and ready to react with
military skill. ’ your

B+ Do not attract attention by Lloud, rude or wnu-
sual behavior. . '

h. Avpid separating ourselves fram the la by &
display of wealth or privilege. peer 4

1. Above all elee, w¢ are memhera of the US military
forcea on a difficult miasaion, reaponaible for all our
officisl and personal actions, Reflect honor Upoh our-
selves apd the United Btates of America,

3. Unit Activities

8, Tha Vietnamese appreciate the danger of battle ATeas,
end normally will take such actions as are fessible te pro-
tect thamaslves and their property. Unit commanders at all
echelons can asslst in protecting them by advance planning
and timely battlefield agsistance. When loases oceur, sarly
and sffective actiom should be taken to minimixe euffering.
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Thought fulnees and consideration in such cimes of eriafa
will gaim the support of the Yiatnacess.

b. Although s wnit mwy be dsvelvad in nilitary opar-
atlons, its eapability to assist in lotal civie action
projects designed to improve tha Life of tha pacple and
win the willing support of the people toward their govern-
mant should be exploited. BRafore baginning any specific
projacts, the unit commander alwvays should comtact the
local MACV mector or sub-sector sdvisor and the local
Vietnamesa offfcial == diserict, village, o hemlet chief--
in order to determine how tba unit can zesfat local plans
and projects. In addition, an effort should be made to
participate in joint civie action projects in which reg-
ular soldiara work side-by-side with local Regicnal and
Popular Force soldiers. In any cass, it fs smsantial
that the local civilians be raquired to aseist to tha
maximum sxtant possible in any civic action project.
Military units should provide only the assistance which
the e¢ivilians ¢anmot provide for themsslyes, When
additionsl guidamca or supplies are raquired for par-
ticular prejects the normal point of contact is the Macy
sactor or sub-ssctor advisor, who will then contact the
appropriate GVYN official or the U8 reprasentative from
the Joint United States Public Affairs Officw (JUSPAD)

or the United Scates Agancy for Intermational Davelopment
(ugaIDn),

€. In ordar to prevamt inflation and its attandeng
hardships on the civilian population, commanders will
coordinate with loeca] GVN officials and the Macy advisory
staff to astabliah local price and wage lists for items
and services requirsd by U3 Forcea from GVN nationals.
US personnal must he impressed with the necawsity te sbide
by tbaws lista, mot only to help prevent inflatlon but
alo to limit gold flow,

SECTION 1I. RECONNATS3ANCE AND SUAVEILLANCE

4, General

he.y must be lo=
Bafore the enemy can be destroyed, t

cated, Once located, survaillance must be maintained ov:r
their movements and activitiss. This section cutlinas the
neans and techniquas of raconmaissance and surveillance
baing employad in Viatnam,

5, Ground Reconnaissance and Surveillance

« Ground agencies comsist of observatiom posta,
nurv:illnn:a d.nvg.cos, and recennaissance patrola.‘hih;t’:
ronge radars, smployed at two separate locatifons fcﬁtn
permit target intersection, are & valuable source : by
duting pariode of low visibility -- positions, estima o
gsize, direction, and apead of movemant of ¥C elements
be detected readily.

b. Vietnamese Speclal Forcas nn: otbar F::L:: u:i.z:
uad-size long range reconnalssance wi »
::E:::e:ghla success in Viet Gomg controlled tarritory. bl
Once committed to an gperatlonal area, the !:e:ms are f:ap1
of operating for epproximately seven. days without r:aupgi?l';

Whan the team develops a target, a quick-renc:&_ﬂa.at':::k
force or tactical afr strikes may be called in to ‘d ack

and destroy the target. These operations h.a:a an :r:te
psychological effect om the VC bacause they cunn: ate
that AVN forcas are capable of penetrating V ::- : and
dautroyins targata which pravicusly wore comsidere
wicthin VG safe havens. .

6. Vvisual Air Surveillance

. air surveillance is conductad primarily from
0-1 :;;:.:lircnft. Pilota end cbsarvers should Ma:uon;
pletaly familier with. ground activity in tha:r a:e o e
responeibility in ordar that they can recognize 1nzi°“nga
from normal .patterna. Gomtinuous surveillance I;I :lwi d ¥
aftar day by the same obsarvers accomplish the fo ng

a. Tend te restrict VG daylight movement to areaes with
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denas vegetation.

b. Llocate and report likely landing and drop comes
in fast moving aituationa, for reactiom force employ-
ment, and for emergency madical evacuation.

¢. Provide information as to pomsible occupation
of a hamlet by YC based on & change in the mormel pattern
of activity.

d, Baecome so énmnnplace that reconnaissance flights
 for airmobile operations or air strikes de mot comstitute
warnings to the ¥C of impanding actions.

7. Air Raconnaissance

a. Yisual observation from the air is a rapid and
affective mgana of locating and fdentifying YC activity
such as conatruction of fleld fortifications and road
cuté, ard the appesrance of new track and trail aceivity.
Although visuml recomnalasance may be restricted by poer
flying weather and VC ground fire, obssrvers often cam
provide information vikal te successful ettacks on VC
units and fortificationa.

b, Aerial photographs are a prims source of infor-
mation on terrain and VO inatallations and agtivities.
Detailed photo interpretation producas accurate imtelli-
gance and often discloses hiddan ¥C installations or
camps mot visible to the air obrarver.

c. 9ide looking airborne radar (SLAR) and fnfrared
davices are afr reconnsissence mssna which provide apacial
information.

(1) SLAR, with its capability to datect moving
targats and aceurately determine their locations, has been
valusbla in the discovery of V{ movemant along the cosst,
canals, and rivers, In mary instances, dstaction of a
meving Earget has resulted in an imaadiate attack on 8
VC target,

(2) Atrborne fnfrarad detection devicea are
useful for dateccing VO encampminta and othar sativiky
at alght. Becauss of cha means by which CLhe infrared
detectiom is displayed, the information obtained uaually
must be corralatad with mapa and photographa to determine
sccurataly the natura of the activity discoverad. Fog,
clouda, and rain reduce tha effectivencss of infrarad
davicas.

4. Tha inforsatfon devalopsd by SLAR, infrared,
winual aarial syrvefllanca and photo imagery is analymed
and corrslated with other information at the Iintselligence
Cantars. Intalligenge of tactical veliue is pasead by the
most rapid means availuble, including mireraft, te
appropriate organizations for necessary action.

SECTION IIL. PATROLS

8. Ganeral

a. Datailed and complate imformation on all aspects
of patrolling is contained in appropriate sarvice £ield
manuals, Additional infermation paculiar to Vietmam is
presented in this section to halp US foxces Improve
patrol capabilities. Savaral cautiona ars particularly
applicahle.

(1) Btay off roads, trails and dry craek beds;
ma intain diapexsion, .

(2} Prevant tha YC from predictimg tha direction
of movamant by following & xig-geg course.

(3) Daad follage my be old camouflaga ovar a trap.

(4) Tied dn\n; brush may be & firing lana for an
ambush sita.

{5) Avoid moets around villages; thay may hide
punji traps or booby traps.
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(6) Unoceupted huts may have booby eraps hidden
in the frame or in the roof thatch.

(7} Be cautious of all civilians.

{8) Be cautious in villagas where no children are
visible or whera they ara unfriendly,

(9) Do not met a pattarn,
(10} Stay alert.

b. During training snd conduct of patrol oparations
include the following procedures ea SOP, P ®

(1) Simultansous patrol activities by slewants
of a unft must be coordinated clossly and contact mmin-
Eained whem in close proximiry in order to save tima,
protuct formations, and maintain security,

(2) Take sdvantage of inclement weather to com-
duct patrols; heavy rein will cover nolsm of ground move-
mant.

(3). In the Jungle, treils must b cut through tha
dense foliage and undergrowth. Whan practicing dispersion
in wovement undexr swch comdit ions, lateral contmct is very
difficult te maintain, Mova in multipla columne for added
security. .

(4} Never return over the sama route.

{5) When patrolling & road lined by heavy undar-
growth and dense foliage, Teconnaissance by obssrvation
should be supplemanted by controlled reconnaissance by fire,

(6). Use halicoptar lift of patrols to expand n
tone of cparaticns or to get behind VC units, espacially
vhen the VO heve concealed routes of withirawsl. -

(7) Use stay behind patrols te ambush amall groups
of VC returning to en srea after the departure of tha main

body of friemdly forces, Thae uee of atay bahind patrols
is affective aspecially whan the patrol remains in the
vicinity of Viet Cong killed during the day, as tha Yiat
Gong wsually return to pelice up the bodies.

. Extemeive patroliing both saturation énd ecbush,
should be used to deny the enemy the opportumity to pra-
para pogicions clome to friendly forces! base camps and
fiwld locatione.

9, Saturation Patrelling

a. During deylight ona of the meat successful tactics
is sdturation patrolling supported by a reactien force.
The maturation of an area with squad sisa patrals allowe
maxmum covarage and fully amploys the leadership capabil-
itien of arall unit leaders, ‘- Saturation patrolling ra-
quiras detailed planning by the company or highsr echalom
to coordinata completaly all the patrols in an area.
Since the VO normally will not engage & suparior force,
the smaller unit has a batzer ¢hemce of deylight contact
with guerrilles. Patrol size will be detormined lergaly
by intelligence estimates of enemy strength, disposition
and equipment and by tha tarrain,

b, ' Conducting night pstrols without prior coordi-
nation. is dangerous. In certsin arsa, boch Popular and
BHegional Forses may ba paixolling end éobushing. Closa
liaison énd ceordination with local friendly forces through
U3 advisors at district and provincs headquarters is imper-
ative te praclude friendly unite meeting in tha dark and
exchanging fiza,

10, Sudden Engagemants

Moat encountars with the ¥C while on patrol are
sudden maeting engagements. Reaction by the point must
be immediats ‘to delivar effective fire at tha elusiva
VG, who has bean trained to leap into the brush and
‘dlicher away on hts bally when encountered. Reaction by
the remaindar of the petrol must ba repid dnd visclent,
Imeadiataly bring all availahle fires to hear on-the vC
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alament. Fire low; a ricochet is better than an overshot.
After fire superiority ie gained, vigorously attack to
destroy him., Comtact with the VG muat be maintained, Pur-
pult of the V( immadiataly following. an engagement must ba
apggresaive.

11. Scout Doga

A acout dog helps moving troops to recomnoiter routes
and areas for the presence of humana, 1If a commander makea
full and skillful use of scout doga, he may aveid a ¥C
ambush,

a. Scout dogs raly on thelr keen sense of smell to
detect scents which come from an upwind diraction, When a
dog is working in the harmess, he will Valert" when he
detects & human acent, usvally by asauning a sicting posi-
tion with body atill, ears eract and nose afmad in the up-
wind direction. From the alert indication the handler
shows the direction of the unknown parson by arm signal
to the tactical unit leader, The alerting distance varies
aceording to conditions of wind, weather, terrain and veg-
station. Along jungle trails the smlerc oftem will indicate
a quarry along the trail hacsuze the slight winde in tha
jungle sllow acents to drift along trails. Under favorable
conditions acout dogs ¢an alert on a noise.

b. Scout doga can smell out a psrson or cache in &
covarad hole [n the ground, or a paracn hiding under-
water while breathing througb & read. Thay ean assist
sentries when a unit 1s at & halt.

c. Scout dog platoon leaders raquire a warning order
to prepare for an operstion and a briefing on the major
Faceta of the plan. Failure to receive this information
will hindar proper melactiom and praparation of tesms and
adequate provision for their logiatic support.

d. Scout dogs should be used only when banefits may
acerue from their use. Por example, if the unit is to make
a long foot march through safa areas prior to raaching the
ares of operation, acout dogs should not be employad wntil
reaching the area of operations.

e, Renefit from acout doge i greatast in small unit
operations auch as patrols and ambusbes.

£, When troops &re negotiating trails in jungle or
other heavy vegstation, the dog team should ba on the trail
rather chan in a flank security position.

g+ On axtendad oparations or in arsas whera negoti-
atlon of the terrain causes considerabla physical exertion,
dog teams should be used in pairs and alternated in the
working position,

b. .When oparating in flooded rice paddies or simtiar
terrain, dogs should ba ¢n the 25 foot leash rather than
on the sherter 5 feot leash. Dogs normslly can travel
through med without excessive difffculty but handlera tend
to tire. A dog im good physical condition should be cap-
able of #ix bours of work in psddies.

1. The dog*a position fn relation to the patral or
body of trcops muat be such that he uses the wind to the
bert advantaga. When advancing with the wind, a dog
should be at the rear where he is of soms banefic, In a
cross-wind tha dog may walk on the upwind flank or at tha
haad of tha colusn. Handlars and advisors with the unit
#hould empheslme theas points to tha tactical commander.
4 change in the diraction of advance may requirs & reposi-
tioning ¢f the dog in relatiom to tbe wnic,

1+ When the dog.is working at the head of a columm
on a flank, or quartering a field (crisscrossing it to
cbtain better area coverage) while the unit is halted,
designated personnal should maintain visual contact with
tha dog handler. A bodyguard should accompany sach team
aeperating in close proximity to the ensmy,

k. Maximum benefit can be.realired from the use of
acout dogs by gearing tha rate of advance of the wnit to
that of the dog.

1. Requiring a scout dog to close with the located
anemy endangars the dog &and. hardler, both of them are
131-equippsd fox the.assult.
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m, Scout doge easily laarn to travel im halizopters
and fixed wing aircrafe but usually require an initial
perfod of femillarizatien before they are at sase in this
strange environmant. The Eamlliarigation should be asccom=
plished prior to using cha dog on an operacien,

SECTICN IV. COUNTERAMBUSH TACTICS

12. Ganaral

Since the VG/NVA make oxtansive use of ambushas,
counterambush measuras are a vital part of oparations.
Counterambush operations alse afford opportwnittes to
find ctha enemy in 8 position where they can be Fixed or
destroyed. . .

13. " Prévention of -Aﬁliunhag

a. KRo pirt.of Vietnam may ba conwidared securag
therefore precautionary medsures oust.be takan .always,
The raquivemant for such preceutioms is typified by an
setion which occyred near Bisn Hoa, A US unit which
already had numerous pitrols and ambushes out a few thou-
sand maters from its base camp dispatehed another sis man
patrol after first light, The VC ambushad tha patrel
leas than L000D meters from its hase, killing five and
wounding the aixtb,

b. When possible, move crosa-country, avolding
toads, trails and dry creek bads. Although these tarrain
features afford ease and spaed of movemsnt, they offer the
V¢ prime ambush sites and usually are under obaervation.

¢. In moving through span or broken terrain ascurity
must be established in fromt, ro ths rear, a&nd to the
flanka of & moving column out to at lest the maximum
effective range of amall sxma fire. In the jungle secu-
rity must, as & oinioum, be out in fronmt 200 maters and
cover a front broad enough to prevent a linear ambush,
The main body must be back far enough to maneuver oncae
contacr is made, Lack of sacurity has been the most pro-
minent factor contributing to succeayful ensmy ambushes.

d. Routes of march should receive a datailed recon-
naissance from the alr, by map and by emall xeconnaia-
fance patrels. There are times, however, whan a thorough
reconnalssance cannot be completed because of lack of cime
or the size of the aresa. Afr observation is valuabla but
1a not a substitute for ground reconmalssanca, A disci-
plined enemy unft, in place and cemouflaged, is mot likely
to be spotted from the air. In one case an experiencad US
pilot and observer secarched an area for twe hours without
spotting a ¥C battalion hidden fn waist high grass and
scatterad eoconut trees., Later in the day this Force am-~
bushed an ARYN battelicn.

€. Security must be maintained at all times. During
the return movement to home statfons after conducting an
oparation, troops have a tendency to relax and became care-
lass. On adéveral occasione, the ¥C have allowed s unit to
peas through unmolested on its way Lo the objective area,
then ambushed the unit aa it raturned.

14, Reaction to Ambush

8. When c¢aught in an ambush the friendly unit imme-
diately must raturn the fire, gain and maintgin fire
supariority and vigorously asasult the ambush force.
Friendly .troops must continue to fire, even after the
enemy ceases, t¢ prevent his racovering weapons and bodfes
and escaping. Once the ambugh is overcome, the entire
ambush aite must be sesrched thoreughly snd clearad.
Figurese 48 thrue 50 depict examples of reactions in diffepa
ant awbush altuationa,

. b, Troops moving through ayspact areas should carey -
white phosphorus (WF) and offensive grenades and, when
‘ambushed, inmadiately throw tham towards the enemy. X
Coupled with casualty productng effects, the WP grenade
provides a protactive .smoke -dcreen.

¢.. Plan for the makimum use of avea fire weapons
asuch ag sphot guns and M-79s, 57am and 75utm recoillass
rifles, tank guns, or howlzters (using cannister ammuni-
tion) which might be in the comvoy or troop fermatien.
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Units positioned entirely in the kill Zone of an ambush sahould
immediately return fire with organic weapons and in conjunc-
tion with WP grenades and supporting fires, assault the pri-

mary ambush force.

Flgure 48 Entire Unit Caught in ¥C Ambush {Schematic)
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When an ambush 18 activated with only a portton of a unit in the kill zone that portion
immediately returns fire while conducting immediate action to break out of the kill
zone, Units not affected attack the flanks and rear of the main ambush position by
assault and establish ambushes along the ¥C routes of withdrawal.

Figure 49, Portion of Friendly Unit Caught In VC Ambush (Schematic)
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