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FOREWORD 

The enemy we face ~n South Vietnam today is challenging us 
with many old fighting techniques and a few new oneS. We have 
shown that botrr hiB regu tar and suerri lla forces Can and wi 11 be 
defeated. 

ThiB handbook eUlIIIlI8rhes certain basic techniques end pro~ 
cedures which hav" evolved out of several years of combat operations 
againST the enemy. When followed, the guidance contained 1n the 
handbook wtll increase the effectivl!nesa of our forces and prechlde 
repetition of past mistakes. 

The importance 'and "alue of the 'p;aining glveti.to eath mem_ 
ber of the Armed Forces prior to 'entering combat is demonstrated 
clearly in the results of every action. This handbook provides 
valuable lessons learned for incorporation into individual and 
unit training programs. 

This handbOok is not the laat word. Each of uS must continue 
to display imagination, resourcefulness lind ingenuity in our combat 
actions. 
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CIIAPTER 1 

REPUBLIC OP VIETNAM PORCES 

lNTRODUCTlOO 

The Republic of Vietnam (RVN) has been harassed by 
Oommunillt instige.tsd guerrilla warfare since it firat obtained 
independence from Prance. Kore recent ly the Repub lic has 
auffned from open aggression from the North Viatnaml188 Army 
(NVA). In order to meet this threat tha government haa com­
mittad a major portion of ita human and material resourc6S to 
defeating the Viet Cong and the NVA. At the ssma time, it 
baa attempted to provide its rural peoples with the economic 
and social benefits of development. Free World ndlitary end 
economic assistance programs are designed to support the 
efforcs of tha Vietnamese government and peoples toward both 
of these obJectivea. 

SgCTlOO 1. THE GOVEIUIMI!NT ORGANlZATlOO 

1. Ceneral 

Political power in the Covernmant of Vietnam (GVN) 1s 
concentrated at the national level. The lIeHonal Leadership 
Council is the key policy making body. It is composed of ten 
generah and ten civilians heeded by a chairman; he is also 
the Chiaf of Stata. The Prime Minister is tha raal head of 
tha government and h chair!ll8n of tha Central Exacutiva Committaa 
or Cabinet. Tha PrlQIII Minhtar is raeponaibla for all governmant 
oparationa. The full ministers and Secratariea of Scata who make 
up the Cabinet develop the pol1ciaa which are paaead to the 
lowar achalons of the government athlcture. 

2. Divisions of Government 

The first leval of government balow the Salgon Centrsl 
Govarnmant is tha Corps. Tllere ara four Corps Tactical Zones 
(CTZ), aach haaded by a ganara! who ia both the Corps Conmandar 
and the head of the sovernment (Sea Appendix VII). He functions 
in a military and administrative tapecity. Corps headquartars 
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is concerned primarily with tactical operations. Therefore, not 
all instructions originating at the national level pus through 
the corpa headquarters. Routine adtniniatrative instructions 
from the various ministers in Saigon nonually go directly to the 
province chief, who is the no»:t lower echelon of government. 
There are 44 provinces in tha country. The next Bubdivhion of 
government 1s the district, each of which ia diVided into 8 to 12 
villages. Esch village consiats (If 4 to 6 hallliets. Hletorically 
the village and hamlet have been the 1Il0st imp<>rtant element of 
local govermnent snd effotts are underway to tsstore them to this 
role. At the present time, however, the district is more important. 

SECTION II. l'!'E ARMED FOROES 

3. General 

Ths RspnbUc of Viatnem Annd Forc ... (RVNAF) consists of the 
... rmy of the Republic of Viatnam (Ajj,VN) , ths Viatnamese Air Force 
(VNAF). the Vietnau.ese Navy (VNN), the Vietnamese Martns Corps 
(VNHC). and the Regional Forces and poplllar Forces (RF/PF). Each 
of these elements has a spacific role in the overall 8trategy for 
defaating tha Viat Oong (VC) and North Vtetnamue Ant.y (NVA)'fIIIlin 
force units, the VC locel force unita, and the guerrillee. In 
conjunction with the role of defeating en6lllY forces -aU· eomponents 
of the RVNAF are ~p10yad in upport of the Revolutionary, Davelop~ 
ment program. 

4. Army of the Republic of VieCn&\II (ARVN) 

a. The ARVN is prilUlrUy an, infantry fo~e. conshting of 
10 infantry divhionl plul,,-leparate infantry airborne. ranger, 
end ermor unit •• , The ARVN ocmductl offens:\.vl' op.rations,-such 
ea seerch end destroy operetionl against VC/NVA til&in forc. unita, 
and securing <-puetiona. ARVN unita ..... y be cOJllllitted to d.fend 
k.y installations or supply and cOlllllunlcetione routes. ARVN 
psrticipates in and contributes to th. RavoIutionBl'Y Develo,pment 
program. All oplrattons are COordinated c'losaly with ,t.h. 104a1 
Government of Vietnam (GVN) officials to insure that the opera_ 
tions support local efforts and do not·,andangllt the progra1ll8 of 
other government forcas or agencies. 

b. Military Assistance Coamand Vietnam (MACV) advisory 
tea ... work with dl rlRVN force., notmally down to battaUon 
lavsl. Thesa advisors provide a ready point of contact in 
coordinating combined op.rations with Unit.d States and hie 
World Military Assistance Foreee (US/FWKAF). 

5. Vietnamese Air Force (VllAF) 

a. TIl. VNAF includes f1va tacticel wings, each of which 
ia composed \If a variable nlDDb.r of fighters, helicoptlra snd 
tranaport aquadrons. Three of the composite wings are organized 
identically, each bsing assignld e fighter squadron, a lieison 
Iquadron, and a heUcoptlr squadron. Ths fourth wing has two 
fighter squadrons end a liaison Gquadron, but is lacking a 
helicopter aquldron. One of these wings h aasigned to each of 
tbs Corps Tlctical Zonee (eTZ). The fifth wing providls g.neral 
aupport. It is aadgned three tranlport squadrons, one heli­
copter squadron, and I reconnaissanc. squadron. Fighter squad_ 
ronl can engaae d .. lgnatld targlte with e cODlbination of genenl 
purpoee. fragf!lentltion, concussion, lncendiery, delayed ection, 
end fire (napa11ll) bombs, rockets, end 20rmt cSnnon fire. The 
tranlport squldrons prOVldl a clpability for air dropping troop., 
equipment end suppliu, flare drops for illl11Dination of target 
erles in support of offenslvi ell' strikss end ground operations, 
and for eir IIIOV8D..nt of troopa, lupplies, equipmlnt, and off1~ 
ciele. Thl liaison squadrons Ire capable of perfotIDing forverd 
etr control, viaual reconnai9lance, psychological warfare opera_ 
tions, end other 1ilison functiona. Helicopter squadrona furnhh 
a limited caplblUty for .... dicd lVatuaCion and air lDOVement of 
troopa, eqUipment, and supplies throughout the RVN. 

b. KACY sdvisors worK with the VNAF It ell Ichdons, often 
sceOlllpsnyi1l8 them on mhslon8. They provide a ready point of 
contact for lilbon or coordination. 

6. Vietnamese Navy (VNN) 

a. Thl VNN is primarily a defenaive fortI, consiating of 
e l11li&11 lea neet for off-ahore counter-infiltration eurveillance 
from the 17th parallel to the cambodian border, a fleet of junKa 
orgenilld into 27 toaste! groups for patrolling inshore coastal 
watlrs, end a river sasau!t force for inland .atlrvay operetiona. 
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The river anault force is organized into thirteen river anault 
groupe (RAGs). Each RAG is capable of transporting one batta_ 
lion of the RVNAP by water. 

b. MACV sdvisors work with the VNH fleet, coastal groupa, 
and rivsr aaasult groups. They provide a point of contact for 
joint tond combined operations. 

7. Vietnalllllse Karina Corps (VNMC) 

a. The VNMC is a sepauts service conaisting of om. KarinI' 
Brigade composed of aix Infantry battaliona, an artillery 
battalion and an amphibious support battalion. Ths VNKC baa 
the assigned miuion of conducting "Amphibioua operations to 
auist in the counterinsurgency effort". The VNMC Brigade is 
pIl.rt of the General RenrVf! end 18 part of the General Staff 
(JGS) of the RVNAP 1n any 'of ths Corps Tactical Zonea (CTZ). 

h. MACV advisora work with VNMC units, often accompanying 
them on mhaions. They provide a ready point of contact for 
Joint and combinsd operations. 

S. RIIgional Forces (Provinca and District Porces) 

a. The RIIgional Forces (RF) are II nationally administered 
military force assigned to and under the opetational control 
of the sector c01llllllnder (province chief). The badc combat 
unit of the RF ill the infantry company, though in all provincee 
there are also a number of RF mIIchanbed platoona, and intelU­
gence platoons and squada. In some province., RF Rivar Patrol 
Companies are organized. 

b. Normally, tha Rt unit is racruited locally, plaCed 
under the operationel control of the sector or subaector 
coumander (provinca or district chief), and habitually eJllployed 
in the selllll Seneul erea. The primary JIIissiona given to RP 
unit. lire to annihilate VC guerrilla forces and destroy VC 
infrastructure, SlJcure key inatallationa and cOlllDUniclition 
routes, to protect the population, and to provids a subsector 
reserve for asahting villagll and haJIIlet defense forcea. When 
ARVH or Free World Military Aasistlmca Forces (FWKAF) units 

an operating: in an area whare RF are loeated, the RF can often 
contributa to the eucce .. of the operation through tha diHct 
participation of forc .. and their detailed knowledge of the 
loeal terrain and peopla. 

9. Popular Forcal (Village and Hamlet Foreee) 

a. The Popular Forcea (pF) are a nationally administered 
military force organisad and operaud et the Village and hamlet 
level and condet of infantry piatOO1Ul and Iquad,. The PF lire 
cOlllllllnded by thair OWl!. nonc.-bdontd offieer leaders who are 
relponlible, through their villaga chiefs, to the dbtrict 
chiefl. PF 1IIAIIban are full_tlme volunteers recruited and .... -
ployad within their native villagaa and bullet. with the pr1mary 
milSion of destroying VC infrutructure, protacti1l8 public 
aaeurity and maintaining law ami order, protecting: basel, line. 
of c_nication, and thair own famills. and property. Though 
legally this force .... y ba lupplamantad with drafue., its 
pr1mary IIOtivation stems from the fact that its mambers are 
reeruiud from. tha villagel and hamlet. in which they are 
.tationad and in whieh their familiaa live. 

b. Beeause PI' unit. are ama11, lightly amed and limited 
in training, their ccobat capability ie reatrlctad to local 
oparationa In the form of patroh and ambu.hlll. The ba.ie 
concept of emplo)'llllnt 1e for village platoona and hamlat _quads 
to dahnd thair own are .. with the inter_village platoonl pro­
vidi1l8 ra.ponaiva reinforc_nt. {)cea.ionally, PI' units may 
participate in operationa with other force.. Such optratlona 
normally are undertaken to reinforce, eupport or relieva a 
villaga, hamlat or outpo.t undar attack or to de.troy loeal 
VC forcee. Tha pF provide valuable a .. btenca during: operatiOflfl 
by acting .. auides, by protecting £lanka, by providi1I8 a rear 
guard and by diraet combat participation. 

10. Paramilitary Force. 

Civilbn lrre8ular Defense Groups (ClDG) have been organised 
throughout RVN. US Army Special Porcea (USASF) par.onnal and 
Vietnaa.eaa Special Porcee (LLDS) perlonnal work with the ClOG, 
a .. hUng and advising in an phas .. of operaUona. 
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10. Paramilitary Force. 
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n. RVNAF Logbtie .. Support 

a. At the present time, the logistie "yetem for RVNAF 
b Teehniea1 8erviea orientad. There are five teehnieal 
.. ervice .. (Ordnance, Signal, Quartel'lDllster, Engineer, and }lediea1) 
that provide e_n item .. upport to the Army, Navy, }iarines 
and Air Foree. A aixth .. ervice, the Traneportation Ageney, 
provide .. Transportation aarvie .. to RVNAF, with no material 
responsibility. The activities of theu technical aarvicas 
are directed by tha Coaaander, Central Logiatiea COlItIIand, 
RVNAF. Tha e_nder, of tha Air Force and Navy bava ineta1_ 
lations under thair command wbich provide logbtic lupport 
peculiar to aircraft and naval venlls, rupective1y. 

b. In addition to tbe technical services, the COIIJIIIIndar, 
Central Logiatics COIIIlUInd, directs tbe Central ProeurllQant 
Office. The Central Procurement OffiCII provides a m.dium 
for proeudng major suppliu and eervieu for all technical 
services and items peculiar to Air Force and Navy require_ 
mentl fl'Olll in_cuntry resources. The technical servicn, Area 
Logistie COIIIlUInda (ALCa) and the Navy and Air Force also have 
limited procurement authority. 

c. Tba five ALCs are ectually the beart of tbe RVNAF 
field logiltieal Iystem, with various field depots, geneni 
auppo:rt units, and diract support uniU wbicb provide logiatic 
support to the Corps Tactical Zonea and to the Capital }lUi_ 
tary Diatrict. Suppol't is provided on an area buh. Tha ALC 
boundal'iaa are not the .allte a. tha corps boundarin in all 
easa.. Tha ALCa support ARVN, VNAF, VNMC and VNN on eOlllllOn 
sarvica it8Pll!l, and pal'amilitary and PWMAF on deaignatad items. 

"""'I<Y 
The VietnillMlt have paid heavily in tbeir long atruggla 

againet the Coomunist lnaurganta. Despite the cost, they 
ratain their determination to be Victorious. We are anbttng 
them in all tbell' efforta.lltll1tary, aconOlDic, and politlcal -
whe:t'aver we can: in the field, with the rural people, and at 

the military and govern-mental headquarters. Succe.sa '11111 
depend ultllU8tely upon the effeetlveneaa (Jf (Jut jOint 
sffortt. 
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CHAPTER 2 

COMMAND & CONTRO L 

US/FWMAF 

1. Generel 

The aepublic of Viunall. (RVN) 11 be1ns eulsted in 
its fight againlt COIIII:Wnlat aggre .. ion by other Frea World 
countri .. of which the US la providing ths majority of 
auiltenee. The anhtance takas the form of cOPlbat 
elelllflnta combat lupport slellllnts, combat service support 
elamsnts'and economic support to tha militery and civiUan 
populaca of 8VN. Tha relationship of United Statu/Free 
World Military Aaabtane. Foreea/Republic of Viatnam 
(US/FWMAF/RVN) ia one of individual .overetgnty and com­
bined coordination and cooparation, with tha RVN havins 
the final authority. 

2. us MUitery Organi .. Uon, Viatnall. (Figura 1) 

a. Co_ndar, 118 Military Assistenca COIIIII8nd, Viatnam 
(COMUSMACV) is tha oversll co_nder of US Forces in 
Viatnam. tlil .taff worD in don coordination with the 
Joint Genaral Staff (JGS) of RVN and the FWNAF staff to 
e.tablish ovarall poUcy, guidanca and tactic. to combat 
tha anamy force •• 

b. Auieting COMUSMACV in ths control, adminis­
tration, and logiltical support of the u, ... d forca. in 
Viatnam ara hia thrsa componant cOIQIISndara. The COfl\ponent 
co_ndar for US Army Forcas Vietnam (USARV) h locatad at 
Tan Son Nhut. Tha componant COlJIIIII.ndar for tha Air Forca 
located at Tan 80n Nhut 1. eG, 7th Air Forca who is also 
tha Deputy COMUSMll.GV for Air Operations. The componant 
cOlll'llllndar for Naval Forea. (CNFV) 11 loeatad in Saigon. 

c. The operational control of tba US ground force 
Within the Corps Tactical Zon .. (GTZ) ia vuted in tha 
.anlor US DliUtery officer within that CTZ. In tha I 
,CTZ the 00, III Marina ilmphibioua Forca 11 the .anior 
'()fficar re.ponllble for the operationl of aU US ground 
f()rce. within the CTZ and the coordination of the .. ope. 
ration. with other Fh'KAF. and RVNAF. The 00, III Mll.F 11 
located at Danang. With a:tml1ar ra.pouibiUtial for 11 
CTZ 11 the 00, I Field Force Viati\8lll (1 FFORCEV) loceted 
at Nhe Trang. In the III CTZ 11 the 00, 11 Field Force 
Vietnam (II FFORCEY>, located at Long Dinh. The IV GTZ 
doas not have a Field Force C.,.....nder deaignatad. In 
each of the CTZ. the FOl'ce C_nder., and in IV CTZ the 
Senior Ani)' Advhor 11 the IInior Ug Milltary Advi.ol' 
who coordinates with end advhel the RVNAF COl:ps C_dar. 

d. The COIIDBnder, 7th Air Foree, al component 
c_nder, eontrola 7th Air Force el_anta and eoord1nata. 
other air function. provided by COfIIII&nder, 7th Pleatl 
GOIIIIIInder, 13th Air Foree, CG, III MAlI and c_nder, 
VNAF. Seventh Air Force providas fixed_wing tactieal 
airlift lupport through the Coamander, 834th Air Division. 
The Seventh Air Force .110 prov1d .. an advisory group to the 
Vietnam .. e Air Force (VNAF). 

e. The CUllllandar. Naval Foree. Vietnam (CNFY) con_ 
troll and coordinat .. the coa.tal and river ,utveillanee 
forca. that anist the V1etname" Navy (VNN) 1n patrolling 
the coastal and river waUrways. 

£. The US An.y hal advl.oty groups in all of tha CTZI. 
,At aach echalon of tha RVNAF there 11 an Army Advilory 
Officer with a 81Ila11 staff. Th ... advhotl provid. a ready 
point of contact 1n cooX'dinating combinad operations. 

g. The US Axmy Special Foreel Group is under opara_ 
tional eontrol of COlflI'SMACV. Tha headquarters for the 5th 
8pacial Foree. Group (ADM) (5SFG) 11 at Nha Trang. NoruUy 
the Splk1al Force. team. when deployed coma under the oper_ 
ational control of the US Force Coamander or Senior Advisor 
in the appropriate eTZ. 
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3. Free World Military A"htanca Force 

a. Other Ptee World Nations beside the US provide assistance 
to ·Vlatnam in its fight agdon COlDlllunlet aggreadon, At the 
prannt time there are 8 countries in addition to the US that 
lire contrlbUtil'l& coubat forces, MUttary Advlsors 'nd medical 
support to lWN. More Free World (lountries are offnlng token 
economic aid to indicate the.ir moral backing for the Vletnlllllflse. 
Pre. World Nilltaty Anbtanca Forces (I'WMAF) , cooperete and 
coordinate the~r operations with the Joint General Staff (JGS) 
at the national lavel and the. RVN Corps COlllllanden within the 
OTZB. The FWMAF headquarrera is located in Saigon. 

b. The RepUblic of Korea provides two Division. (the Capital 
and White Horn Divieione), one Marine Brigade and the lOOth 

Logistical Coamand to the aupport of Vietnam. The Auatral1an 
AI1ll6d Forces ere rIiIpruented by a brigade end en air e1..,..nt. 
The DOfIlinion of New Zealand provide8 one artillery battery. 

c. Other countri61 contributing personnel and .. rvice8 
8'ttU Republic of the Philippinea, Spain, Republic of China 
Thailand and the Federal Republic of Germany. ' 

u 
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CIL\PTER 3 

NVA/VC 

INTRODUCTICN 

The NVA/vc 18 well trained, organizecl, and equipped for 
bia milsion. He e.aploys the. tactics of the' guerrilla h<;aule 
they ,ult hiB ... ns. tlVA!VC forces somat:lmas lack uniforms, 
but in IDOlt ca.es their VII.pons are ..odam and dfeetlva. If 
he 18 prtlp&red to fight, or has good raason, he will atay and 
fight. But frequently when bit haN, he w111 break into 8l1li111 
groups ami melt away. On oecaslon he travels with hiB famUy 
and 18 not above using _n and children to COWlt h18 with~ 
drawal, leav1ns tham to fend for th.Wlel". •• He digs in well 
and Ualla con~aled tunnels and bunkers extenl1vely. He moves 
mo.tly at night and praters to fight undar cover of darknue. 
Nonu.lly. he will not attack 001818 he baa great aupariority. 
The NVA/VC 1s smart b1,LC far h:om unbeatable ~- even on hh 
own ground. 

SECTIOO 1. MILITARY ORGANlZATlOO 

1. General 

•• TIla Viet Cong military organbation is an intaa~al 
pBrt of the. cOID.unht app.ratus under tha dinct10n of the. 
GoverNllnt of North Vi.tnam which controh every aspect of 
VC activity witbln the Rapuhlic of Viatnam (RVN). Each VC 
political haadquartera at hamlet, vill.se, dhtrict and 
provine. level includas a military component which el«lrchas 
SOaMI control over Viet Cons military units anianed to itl 
sns of jurhdictlon. 

b. The Central Offica, South Vietnam (COSVN) ia tbe 
blah .. t VC he.dquartere within tbe RVN. It trandal'''' 
directiv .. of th. North Viet_.e C_n18t farty (Lao Dona 
Party) into .pacific ordar. to aubordilllte at_nt. for tba 
political .ubvereion .nd mUitary conqu •• t of south Vi.tnam. 
COSVN in .ddition to .xerching diract control over c.rtain 
urdta baa overaU re.ponaibUity for VC 1Itllitary operationa 
In South Vietnam. Under COSVN an lix military rlsiona. 
The .Uitary reslon i. a political haadquartarl with a 
clo .. 1y intaaratad military cOllpon.nt which dir.ct. mUitary 
oplratt~ of VC unita lubordinat. to it. At tha province 
and dhtl'ict l..,eta, the VO political and military etructure 
re.embl .. but doe. not eOincid. with th. seosraphic orsan!­
.ation of the Govenaent of South Vietna. (OVN). For 
eXllllple, the Viet Cong divid. Soutb Viatnam into 37 provinee. 
wherh. there are 44 GVN provine •• plu. the Capital Hilitary 
D18triet within tha R.public. The VC oraanisational tech_ 
nique lubordinatel the aiUtar" to the poUtical and proalote. 
unity of .ffort and 18 petterned aftar the ."atem u.ad in 
North Vietnam. 

2. HiUtary Unit. 

a. Hilitary unite are divided into thn. Senlral cata_ 
Soriell Combat, Combat Support and HUitia. The combat 
unitl c~let of thna diltinct typel of milltery foreea; 
North Vietnam .. e Al'IIIy (NVA) forCle. (unite infHtretad into 
South Vietnam), VC main force. and VC local force •• 

(1) NVA infiltration besan In early 1965 and reached 
a total of ninateen raaimantl (four confiE1ll.6d and on. prob. 
abl. divtaion) al of IAid.Septchar 1966. On. NVA dlvhion, 
th. 324:8, invaded diretly throuah the DMZ in June 1966 al 
OPPOlad to the other NVA unit. which infiltrated throulh LaOI 
Ind Cambodia to fotal division. In_country. An NVA unit 11 
onl which 11 for.ed, tralned and dealsnared -by North Vietnam 
ea an NVA unit, and eompoaad cOIIIpletaly or primarily of North 
Viatname.e. SC1118 native South Vietname.e may b. allilnad to 
th18 unit el filler or rep!ac_nt petlonnel. 

(2) VC lIIIIin force. are tho .. unitl directly .ub~ 
ordiJ\l,re to COSVN or to tha lIilitary regiona in RVN. Thay 
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may be fOl.Lnd as division, regimental, battalion or separate 
compsny sized units. They are trained and aq1.Lipped better 
than VC local forces. Their laadarship consists of expari_ 
anced and dedicatad caDllll.Iniet personnel with long experhnca 
in g\lsrri11a warfare. 

(3) VC local forces are organized in I.Lnits up to 
battalion ell'e and normally lire sl.Lbordinate to an individusl 
VC province 01:' dhtdct. Their opentional ana I.Lsuslly is 
defined by tarritol:'ial boundariell. 

b. VC combat sl.Lpport forces form a -cstegory which has 
baen deelgnsted by tha RVN militllry authodties as VC helld_ 
quarura peuonnal and spacial combat SUPPOl:'t units sl.Lch as 
communication, engineer, rllconnaiasance and food pl:'oduction 
elements which an not sssigned to a particular VC combst 
unit. 

c. VC militia are subdivided into three types of 
irregl.Llar forcas: guerdlla, self-defense and secret aelf_ 
defensa. 

0) The most important militie forces sre the 
fl.Lll time local guerr11l/l. I.Lnits. They ara uaed to harass 
friendly units, conduct assassinations', and other acts of 
terrori$lll and sebotage. Howavar, they do participate in 
actions in conjunction with local 01:' main forces when the 
latter operate Within their areas. They ere used ss guides, 
porteu and rear guard rifl .... en in this supporting rola. 

(2) VC self-defense and secrot stilt_defense 
forces sre part time irregulare prwrlly responsible for 
local security and for providing sarly warning of ap_ 
proaching enamy forces. Such defense forces rarely exceed 
a aquad aize. The self-defense units normally ara found in 
VC controlled areas whUe the secret self-defense units are 
fOl,lnd in conte.atad or RVN controlled areas. 

3. Organization for Combat 

a. NVA forces operating in South VietnSlll are organize.d 
into battalions, regiments snd divillion~. The NVA divhion 
consists of three infantry regimenta, combat support, and 
combat service support elSlllenta. The NVA infantry regiment 
(Figure 2) consists of three infantry battalions and combat 
support alfllllllnts. Each infantry bat~alion (Figura 3) is 
compossd of three infantry companies (Figl.Lre 4) end command 
and signal "l_nts. The strength of the NVA infantry 
battalion operating in South VietniIID. i8 approximately 600. 
NVA forces are equipped with CHICOM/Soviet weapons including 
carbines, IIlSchine guns, recoilless rifles, mortars, snd 
antiaircuft machine 8unB. 

b. VC Msin Force units are patterned after NVA fo.cas 
and follow the triangulal:' .:oncapt. They a1"<l fomed into 
companies, battalions, 1"<Igiments and divisions. Unlike 
their NVA counterpa.ts, most VC Main Porce units a1"<l anue.d 
with a mix of Communist block, Guman, French, and US 
weapons. The strength of a VC Main Force infantry battalion 
is approximately 500, the company, approximately 120. 

c. NVA!VC Local Force battaliona consist of from two to 
six infantry companies and combat support elSlllents. Thair 
strength and composition varies in accordance with the 
availability of manpower, weapons, and cadre. The st1"<lngth 
of VC Local Porce battalions currently operating in the 
field is estimated to average 420, comr>anies range in 
strangth from 80 to 130. Local Porce units are equipped 
with a variety of foreign weapons, snd locally produced 
mines, and grenades. 

d. VC military IInits vary considerably in strength 
and equipment, depending on location, availability of food 
and recruits, and the degree of .:ontrol exerCised by the VC 
over the surrounding territory. lrragular units ususlly 
are encountered in platoon or squad strength, although 
apecial VC guerrille operations may require only 2 to 5 fIl8n 
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teams. The YC ir .... gular units characteristically ere 
flexible in organization. 

SECTION 11. METHODS OF OPERATION 

4. General 

a. The simple but effective code of the YC is "When 
the enemy advances, withdraw; when he defends, harass; 
when he is tired, attack; when he withdraws, pursue." YC 
tactics and techniques are simply embellishments on this 
theme. Emphasis is placed on speed, security, aurprise snd 
deception. The YC exhibit great skill in making the moat 
of their enemy's W8akneUe8. 

b. YC operations are planned in detail and are based 
upon cereful reconnaissance and up.to.date intelligence. 
Detailed rehaersah, including. the use of mockups, send. 
tables, and similar terrain prepsre the troops for the 
miuion. whether it be a raid, amhush, asaauination or 
destruction. Once a plan is made and reheersed, the YO 
saem reluctant to depart from it. They appear relu,ctant to 
attack units which have demonstrated skill in employing 
artillery and clollll air support. A certain inflexibility 
is appsrent in some YC operations, but on Geher occasions, 
YC forces have shown themselves to be masters of improvision. 

c. The YC are very cautious and attempt to determine 
in detail the size. disposition and directiGn of movement 
of their opponent before engag1ng him. They would rather 
let an opportunity sUp by then act hastUy without proper 
intelligence end preparation. In one 1nltance, a tbree. 
battalion YC ambush force parmitted twO 135m1n howitzers snd 
accompsnying anmunition trucks to drive through the killing 
zone ulUDolested because tM YC hed not completed laying 
wlrll lines and checking communications. In another ca8&, 
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fO\lr US adviaou in a jeep were. allowad to pass through a 
company alze ambush becaus8 tha VC ... n wdUns for a ten 
t<tuck convoy which was five minutes behind the advisors. 
The VC IIIIIbuahacl the trucks, dutroylng several and cauBing 
/I nl.lll.ber of ARVN casualties • 

.5. OffeuivG Te<:hniquu 

a. Ambushes 

0) In keeping with thetr emphasis on SI.Lrpris8, 
VC \lse the ambush as one of their mallt affective offenaivOl 
tactics. Units establishing mbuahea have bean known Co 
~tn in plac. for period. 1n excess of ten daya. Once 
the ambush is &StabUshed, a Balall force 1& sent out to make 
tontaoe with the friendly force. Once eoocatc has bean 
8acablbhed, the small enemy forte quickly witMraw., luring 
the frhndly force inco the $JQbuah site. The normal puc­
tice 18 to ambush along ro;lads, trails, screams and other 
nacunl routes of movement. Unpredictable Ol' unexpected 
tacHce such u aatabUshins ambushu close to fdendly 
fOl'ces, an nvealed by the followl"8 two examplesl 

(s) The VC positioned a cempany aha ambuah 
fOl'ce alo"8 a l'oad less than one hundred meterB frem a 
fl'iendly guard post msnned by six personnel. Rathsr than 
attack the gual'd poat, they ambushed a mall convoy and 
inflicted eight c881,l11.1HIII. 

(b) Approximately 65 VC ambushed a military 
v.hicl. transporting troop. on a stretch of fairly open 
road between two ARVN outposts Less than a mUs apart. 
Twelve of the sixteen personnel in the friendly forc. h.c ...... 
cS8ualties. 

(2) VC planning for ambushes is cemprehenaive. 
Rehssl'aaLs are conducted and friendly force patterns are 
studied in detail. Baited traps ere oftlln usad, auch 88 

IIttllcb dutand to h.r. ruction or ruerve forcea into 
pnpared ambuah poaltions. Advantage ill taken of eny 
laxity in sec.udty on thll part of friendly forces, such 88 
durlng .. 1 brukll. Another f,vorite tactic is to feign 
l:atl:Mt by ona unit to draw the friendly force into en am­
bl1llh by anothu unit. VC aDi>uahBl uauslly are short, 
Violent ectiona followed by a I:epid withdrawal. The VC 
frequently have .abl1llhed unitl who .... curtty waa lax whUe 
returning fl:OIII an opeutionaL au •• 

b. Raid. 

(1) Raida au another favol:ite VC offensive tactic 
and are conduc.ted by unitl from squad to r.girulDtaL alae. 
They are most often exec.uted dudna: the bours of dal:kne ... 

(2) Two basic types of VC raids hava been obaetved. 
The "sul:pr18e" raid ia the 1IlOat COlllllOIl. Secrec.y and .peed 
are key considerationa in thla type of action aince the VC 
raidinS party may hava lass numarical Itransth than the 
ddendlng force. The "~I:" l'aid Ilona in which tha VC 
employs OVlll"whelming Itl:ensth and fire povar in order to 
annihUate a daftndina unit. Tha tima tha raid baginl 11 
oftan a clue to its natuu. Raida haSun after 0200 houra 
raraly ara povar raids intended to overrun an OUtP08t. 

c. Harassins Oparation8. Hara ..... nt 11 ona of the 
tenets of VC gua",Ula warfare. Sniper fire 18 a form of 
haral81118nt fr.quently used by the VO to frightan, confu.e 
and mtaLead fdendly fore... Par.onnd carry ina autOlDlltic 
""pou end radloe ara often initial targeta for VC 8niper 
Ure. Divaraionary heraaai"8 attac.ks ara uaed to draw 
friendly forcea froll vulnel:able VC tuset area •• 

d. The vc have u .. d IQOl:url and 1:.c.oUI,la .tUcka 
aaainit airfieldl, ineullatiO",1 and I'WMAF positiona with 
eucc •• s. 
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(l) The VC attacks are planned and reba.ned 
thoroughly. Through reeonnaluanca efforta and agenca the 
enemy laaros the exact location of activities. Where day. 
to_day activitiaa and dispositions hava become stenotyped, 
the enemy has used nch filtH patterna of activity to b1$ 
advantage in planning and all:8cuting the attack. The attack. 
ara executed with. determination and precision .. hich in_ 
dicates a completa understanding of the duties of .ach attack_ 
er. For example, • PW captured after one attack at_tad that 
the attack .. 88 rehearsed six times and und tabla elauu 
were held to point out individual taaka. 

(2) Recoilless rifla. ara podtloned to fir. along 
the long axla of the ddt.ld to take .dvaneag' of small d._ 
flection error and rei4tlvely large range dhparBion of this 
.... pon. Several podtlons are u •• d to pendt the enemy eo 
continue firing wh.n one posltion is knocked out. Posi_ 
tions usually .. e plac.d along a tUil to bcUitate with_ 
drawal. 

(3) Most of the att.cks have occurred htw •• n the 
houu of 2330 and 0230 on moonlen nights. thia tIDe fraUl. 
9ugg.at~ that the enemy mov.s into position and withdrs1fl:l 
under the ewer of darknen. 

(4) TIle en.y hal made use of aiming lIIII.k.rs, 
dinetional guide. and targ.t atrik .. during the preparation 
phaae of an attaek. Rounds are plaesd well with no adjust. 
ment noted. Fire for e£feet e~.nces with the firat round. 

(5) Reeantly a mortar and rseoi11 ... rifle attack 
Wa. conducted againac an ail' base in ViattuUII. During the 
attaek, a min1muao. of 240 rounds were fired by the en_y 
fraIU 81 and 82mm. mortars and reeo111.58 r4,flu. A plot of 
the rounds indieate. that the aireraft par ling areaa and 
oth.r opeuting i ... tallationa adjaeent to taxiways and .un. 
ways ware the primary targ.ta. Th. Vi.e Cong attaek appar_ 
.ntly waa planned in'detail and exeeuted vigol'oualy without 
warning. 

-------------------1 

e. Infiltration. '1he VC are eapertl at inflltl'ation. 
Panieularly importent is thair habit of infiltreting 
friendly po.it101111 during parioda of raduc.d visibility and 
advene vaath.l', uaually eOltbining the infiltration with a 
faint or ruee. Objeete of VC infiltration taeties are 
.. botase, a .. a .. tutton, deaorslbiatlon of enemy troops and 
the eollectlon of int.lligence for future operatiolta. Alao 
aigntfieant ts the Uehniqua of infiltrating agente db. 
guised al friendly civilians. The VC aho have infiltreted 
milituy inatallationa dhgubed as ARVN lolda" and 
flllrinee thua enabling thua to p.naotrate the dd.n .. b.fore 
the rue. wal dilcovend. 

6. Def.nsive Tactic.. 

a. VC defensive taetici are centered around waYI and 
DllaRl of lIeaping from Slllbuahu, raid ....... ting .ngag ..... nts 
and lurprbe attacb. The VC make extensive u .. of rear 
guard pe.,onnd whOle million iI to dday the punuing 
friendly force until withdrawal of the VC .. in force is 
accomplished. Ambushe. d.signed to Ilow friendly forc.1 
are .ploy.d frequently. At other tim .. , VC III&Y 
evade capture by hiding or by bl.nding in with the local 
populace. 

b. Riding plec .. llIed by the VC an almott l:llllit1e88, 
although underground 10catioRl app.ar to be the favorite. 
Underground lUaRl of hiding penonn.l end eqUipment. range 
from limple "Ipider trap" hol .. to .laborat., ninfClrced 
roOlUS. From the lurface theee und.rground installations 
are 1Il0lt difficult, if not impolBible, to d.tect (F1sure 5). 
Cdtiesl pointe are entranc •• and emergency eJlite, which 
llIually are concealed in gardeRl. animal pens, und.r pU •• 
of Itraw. dung. etc. (Figun 6), in or und.r Itructura. 
(:Pisura 7) and in river banks (Figurel 6 and 9). 
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flllrinee thua enabling thua to p.naotrate the dd.n .. b.fore 
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b. Riding plec .. llIed by the VC an almott l:llllit1e88, 
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CONCEALED TUNNEL ENTRANCES 

Ftgur. , 

HAYSTACK USED FOR HIDING PLACE AND MEETING PLACE 

Ftgur •• 
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RIVER AREA POSITIONS 

RIVERBANK 

WATER LINE ENTRANCE UBUALLY ABOUT 1 FOOT 
HIGH, CAMOUFLAGED WITH WATER PLANTS, ETC. 

This type of cave usually has entrance from below water line 
to ahout 1 foot above. There Is about a 2 foot approach leading 
to the main room which is circular and about 6 to 8 feet aeross. 
Can only be entered from the water. 

TYPE * 2 RIVER BANK ___ 0 Opening on side of river bank 

i 
used as entrance or escape. 
Also used as firing position. 

I I Opening camouflaged. 

8' to 19' I Entrance about 1 foot blgh cam· 

I I I ouflaged with water plants. _ _ a Used aleo as exit. 

WATER LINE )--2 

c. txtallliva and il1lanloudy con8tnctad und.raround 
t~l aYlteDIII In Onl of the unique featun. of unda .. sround 
bidlng plac .. (J'1$I1" 10 thru 14). Hoat art conatructed 1n 
",11th. _nur cut they pe1:'lllit abort um undeJ:'8round habita­
tion. They uaually an built 1n • lip'8. 1IIIIltl-lavel fol'lll 
with vantUation bol .. at variou. lntarvala. Thb typ' of 
conetruction II1II)' provide protletion from arenad •• or di.cov­
ary. When. cornared un.dersround by frien.dly forca •• the VC 
11'111 often. eject e srenade from on.e of tha hoI .. en.d attampt 
to escape' durin.s th ra.u1tin.s ahock an.d amob. 

d. The VC prapara e",tandv. dafen.aive poaitiona through­
out their oparatio .... l erea. If aurprlaad by friandly forc ... 
they 11'111. if poadb1e. withdrew to a pr.vioualy praparad po­
dtion and d.fend until th.y can braak out. IIOlt probably 
during the houre of urknen. VC poaitiona ara characterisad 
by defen .. in d.pth, mutual aupport. overhaad coval' and 
ID!\xilQUlD. uae of natural coval' and concullllO .... t. 

a. u .. of rdnforced concrat. in connection with tunnel 
complaxaa add. conaldetable aecurity for tha dafendtns force. 
Defandve efforta aH austained IIIOU easily ther.by dell8n­
ding a graatar effort frOlll. the ettacking force. particularly 
in the e"Ploymant of haavy ordnance. 

7. Special Technlqu" 

a. Genaral. 

Viet Co..., tactic. include many typn of action. 
which ara p.nuliar to un.conventlonal warfar., lunh a. 
lIallawtiona and othar acta of tarrori'm directad asainU 
the RVN population. Subversion and sabotage bave increaa.d 
.geJ.nU RVN and all l'ru World Military AaaiUan.c. Forc .. 
and in.tallation. a. 11'.11 .. the civilian populac.. The VC 
terrorie:t attacks u'ually lira a1apl. and direct mathods of 
inflictina ca.ualU .. on their enemr. To data, IIIOU VC 
tel'rorist activiti.s have takan the form of murdar by aboot­
In.s •• kidnappin.sa. throwin.s of srened .. into holl", budn ...... 
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vc UNDERGROUND BUNKER 

VC ENTRANCE SKILL FULL Y CAMOUFLAGED 

Bunker shown above was discovered in the viCinity of Da Nang 
during June/JulY 1965 by ARVN units. 

It is a multi~bunker tUJUlel with angled connecting tunnels. 
Each bunl~er has space available for 3 or 4 men. The 
entrance to the VC bunker is built into the wall of the artil­
lery shelter and skillfully camouflaged. A second bunker 
is concealed behind the first; each entrance in turn is 
camouflaged on the outside by local inhabitants. 

Figure 10 
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",_n - ____ .l'1lIII!I'lIL - -----T'\ 
I. 6' I' 
I I 
I 
I (Cave is ~eTe;rby treii'eliini' "\ I 
\ I and covering trench with bamboo I I 

8
' and 10 inches of dirt. Entrance: I 

and exit from either end. D1Ul-
2' cult to clear unless approached 

from top and opened with demoli­
tions. 

- llNENOWI! 
Root system provides excellent reiDforcemeDt for roof of 
cave. 

Figure 12 
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Observation 
Po,t 

Figure 13 A Typlcal VC Fortified Village 
(Note Tunnel System) 
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WELL - TUNNEL COMPLEX -- BEN CAT AREA 

3-
1. Am VENTS 4. 
I. NOTCHED DIRT 5. 

STEPS 6. 
3. WATER 7. 

3- 3 
CAMOUFLAGED COVER 
CAMOUFLAGED VENT HOLE 
NORMAL WELL TOP 
CAMOUFLAGED ENTRANCE 
COVERS 

Well-Tunnel Complex above was discovered near Ben Cat In 
September 1965. It is a series of multi-bunker tUiUlsis with 
angled connecting tunnels. Each bunker has space available 
for 15 to 20 men. The entrances to and exits from the VC 
bunkers are built Into the walls of actual or simulated wells 
which are 20 to 30 meters deep. Access to these skillfully 
camouflaged entrances and exits is by way of notched dirt steps 
or by the use of long notched bamboo pole ladders. These wells 
also serve aa deep pit man traps. 

Figure 14 

passing vehicles and !nto gUill's of people. Although these 
are the IIIOst coamon techniques employed, the vc continue to 
engage in selective tsrroriam of the pubUc and brutal 
execution of rural ofUe1ab in order to intimidate the local 
population. The Viet Cong have increased their cspability 
to engage in IlIOre aophisticated tactica auch aa tbe mining of 
billeta and work-anaa with explotive cha-rges and cla}'llO-re 
type, antiperaonnel minea. 

b. Booby T-raps 

(1) Booby trapa an favorite devicu of the Viet 
Congo Granadea, spike tupa, poiaon arrows and a variety of 
othe-r .... lItlIiI lin eap10yed to hIIrllSB, alow down, conf\lu lind 
kill friendly forees. The fonq of theae weapona are l:1111.ited 
only by the 1lIIIIginiltion of tha designer (Figure. 15 thn 17). 

(2) Gnnadea cOlllllOnly are used ea booby traps be~ 
ceuse they ere light in weight, eaay to carry and conceal, and 
readily edapteble. They frequently are put in tues Dr on 
fences and alao along traib thllt friendly forces are expected 
to use, with trip wires stnng across the pathway. Munition., 
particularly artillery and IlIOrtar ahells, alao have been 
rigged for detOlUltion as booby traps (Figures 18 thru 24). 

(3) Booby traps an emplaced moat frequently on the 
moat convenient route, such as dce paddy dikes, tralls, fods, 
foot bridge approachea and gatee in bamboo fences. 

(4) Spiked foot and nan traps are COJllllOn types of 
booby trspa found throUj;hout Vietnam. The spikss may be 
sharpened bamboo "ticks, or they nay be barbed wood o-r metsl 
spikes emplaced in wooden, concrete or metal blocka. The 
spik" devices are placed in ho1aa along routes of mov_ent 
and carefully cltlllDuflaged to prevent detection or they can 
be placed on top of the ground (Figures 25 thru 31). Punji 
traps are often covered by boarda or brulhwood mate, to pre~ 
vent injury to vlviliana or liveatock. Upon approach of 
GVN/AIUed Forces, the covers an ulloved. The presence of 
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CARTRIDGE 

PIECE OF BAMBOO 
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"SORRY BOUT THAT" 

Figure 11 

GRENADE ON TRAIL 

The most common type of booby trap consists of a trip wire 
stretched across a traU, anchored to a small bush or tree 
and to a friction type fuze In the grenade. Most other 
booby traps are a variation 011 this basie Idea. 

Ftgure 1.8 
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GRENADE AT GATE 

In most cases the grenades are buried (shallow) under 
the gate. A short trip wire is attached to the gate so 
that when it is moved even slightly. the grenade is 
detonated. Pressure release fuzes have also been em­
ployed. If there Is heavy growth around the gate, the 
grenades will generally be hidden in the growth. 

Figure 19 

BAMBOO ARCH 

Recently the VC have been making bamboo arches aer088 
traUs. A grenade is secured at the top of the arch and the 
trip wire secured to the grenade. Any contact with trip wire 
will detonate the grenade. This is employed most effectively 
at night as a warning device. The location of the grenade 
achieves a large' casualty radius. During the day the trip 
wire is loosened from the ground and wound around Ute bam­
boo arch to allow use of the traU to ve. 

Figure 20 
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1WtB)() POLl III 
SPIUNG POSITION 
WITH ActtVATID 
CR!IIAD! 

" 
" JACK III TH E lOX" 

A IWIIIXl SAPLINC IS 'PiT OVU UD STAILD DOW III SUCli A KAJilIiU TlIAT YEIlT 
SLICHT PR[SSU1E ON TIlE lWI!!OO POLL OR AtTACKW WIUS I/ll..L UUASE Till 
PO L! AND ACTIVATE TM! CRDlADE SEVEN 10 TI!.lI FEET OV!J.K!AD. 

rlCUU: 2t 

GRENADE DAISY CHAIN 

TRIPWIRE 

FISH LINE OR 
FINE WIRE 

FISH LINE WIRE 

j 

'The datay chain of grenades is made by first attach.lng a gTeDade 
to a tree or bush and tying it in such a ~r that the handle I. 
free to acUvate if the safety pin (which 18 attactled to a trip wire) 
Is pulled. Successive greaade handles are held under tension by 
a line from the preceding grenade . All grenades but the first one 
have their safety pins pulled. 

When the trip wire to the lirst grenade 18 tripped, the safety pin 
18 pulled and the safety handle fiy. 0«, allowing the grenade to 
detonate . .u the grenade detonatea, It releases the string to the 
next grerade allowing the handle to fly free, detonate and, in 
turn, release subsequent grenades in the Une. 

Placed along a trail We arrttngement i8 very effective aplnat 
closely spaced members of a patrol. 

Figure 12 

OJ 

1WtB)() POLl III 
SPIUNG POSITION 
WITH ActtVATID 
CR!IIAD! 

" 
" JACK III TH E lOX" 

A IWIIIXl SAPLINC IS 'PiT OVU UD STAILD DOW III SUCli A KAJilIiU TlIAT YEIlT 
SLICHT PR[SSU1E ON TIlE lWI!!OO POLL OR AtTACKW WIUS I/ll..L UUASE Till 
PO L! AND ACTIVATE TM! CRDlADE SEVEN 10 TI!.lI FEET OV!J.K!AD. 

rlCUU: 2t 

GRENADE DAISY CHAIN 

TRIPWIRE 

FISH LINE OR 
FINE WIRE 

FISH LINE WIRE 

j 

'The datay chain of grenades is made by first attach.lng a gTeDade 
to a tree or bush and tying it in such a ~r that the handle I. 
free to acUvate if the safety pin (which 18 attactled to a trip wire) 
Is pulled. Successive greaade handles are held under tension by 
a line from the preceding grenade . All grenades but the first one 
have their safety pins pulled. 

When the trip wire to the lirst grenade 18 tripped, the safety pin 
18 pulled and the safety handle fiy. 0«, allowing the grenade to 
detonate . .u the grenade detonatea, It releases the string to the 
next grerade allowing the handle to fly free, detonate and, in 
turn, release subsequent grenades in the Une. 

Placed along a trail We arrttngement i8 very effective aplnat 
closely spaced members of a patrol. 

Figure 12 

OJ 



44 

VC 00011' TRAP !I.UID GREI!ADE 

VC 1I00BY TRAP 
IlAND CII:EMADE 

REGULAA GUIWIE 

TillS GiU!JIAl)E APPEARS TO BE A STANDARD CAST, SH:)OTH ooD1', 
FRAGHENTATION GRENADE WITH A STANDARD STRIKER REI.WI! T'(pE 
FUZING. !DWVER, AN OBVIOUS DIFFERENCE IS TllAr THE SAFETY 
PIN IfOLE AND THE PIVOT POIHT ARE IN THE REVERSE POSITION OF A Ri!GUW GRE/WlS. 

TillS GRENADE IS DI!TONATED WHEN PlIESSIIR}; IS APPLIED II) TIlE HANDLE. 

FIGUltI! 23 

ORIIHADE TRAP 

/W!OUFIJ,.GR COVER 

Gl!OUND LIWBL 

i 1:)11111" I 

" 1\1 \ 

fi'A I, " 

PIVOT POINT 

S4P.BTY PIN 

"'"' 

'1his variation may bt found in 4"as used exunaively by tank/infant~ UIIIQ. The gunade 1a pl"C40 far enough below the aurfae. to avoid ba1q: detonaud. by tJw. crulhi-na action of tanb and yat ba detonatld 1fban atapped into. 

FIGURE 24 
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.. 
PIT IS DUe 1JfTO SIDE OF Ita PADDY On! 

TKAT NO SIQlS or DICClllC AllE VlSnu rIO! 
THE TRAIL. ALL son. IS SPUAD OUT DI PADDY, 
tlMDQ IlATER. "-I!IJI STAQS AIlE .DIPIAClD. 

IiOLI IS OtIC UNAJlD UNTIL 
GlASS I!XITS AJU: VISIBLE. 1.EAVD(C 
11IIX EUTlI SHELL 101. PIT TOP. 

'" ""'1'" " COY'""" 
101m VOYD! 
lWiBOO KAT. 

~ '" • I 

BAJotllOO KAT IS COVEIlED WtTl! DIIT, SOD 01. KUD, 
TO CAHOUFU.GE IlECDIT DIGCQlC ACTIVITY. \lATllt 
AlIO ateE SIIOOTS C<»iPL!TE THE COMC!o\UID/T. 

FlCUU 25 

PUNJI "BEAR" TRAP 

A man stepping Into the punjl pit hits two boards or steel 
plates with steel spikes affixed, the boards or plates then 
pivot, ""oundlng the leg above the area protected by the boot. 

Figure 26 
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SPIKE TRAP PIT 

SPIKE TRAP BOX 

~TOP 
~A A.. 

Ftgure 27 

---------- ---.---------------

GULLEY TRAPS 

avenue of 
approach _ 

Quite often short stakes are employed on banks of gulHes 
and streams, in areas where It is likely that troop'! might 
jump from vne bank to another. The stakes (2" to 3" long) 
are usually hidden In grass or other growth on the stream 
oanks. 

Figure 28 
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Pl'oUTBD SPIKE BOARD 

TREADLE 

THE PIVOTED SPI1<l! TlOARD I PERSON STEPS ON THE TREAD~E IISED WITH A FOOT PIT. WIlEN A 
PlVOTS AOOUT AN AXLE AS THE THE OOARD WITH DRIVEN SPIKES 
THE SPIKE OOARD STRIKES HDI VICTIM DROPS ttml THE PIT IN THE ellBST OR FACE. ' 

FIGURE 29 

BRtOOE SPIKE TRAP 

cut at the middle and 
covered with mud 

Figure 30 
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GUARDED AND SPIKED COMBAT TRENCHES 

Figure 31 

--------------------_._-----_._----------

811Ch covan conce.l.d in under8rowth along" trail, 11 a sure 
tipoff to the punji trap. The VC often will laave one or two 
pUnji trape poody camOl1flasad. to 8U8818t subtly that an trap. 
are diacamable readily, which in fact is not 80. 

(S) '111. VC alao ... ploy crude but affective tt'ip wira 
type davita. 1110l'Il craih and path. which release arrows, 
hmhoo whip. and othr IIW1ns1ng. barhad or club type ohjeeu. 
Barh are often dipp.o in poison co compound caBualty aff"tll 
(Fiauru 32 and 33). 

(6) Explosive pans and cigaretta lighten have b.,n 
put in obvioul hiding plae .. by the VC for the unauapactlng 
soldier to find. ' 

(7) The w...woo whip conaiata of a bamboo pole about 
tan feat lOIli. two fragmentation hand grenadea. and 1lUItiriala 
for .. turing them cosatur. On. granada is tiad to .ach and 
of the pol.. One and of the pol' is burtltd ,mI tb' pln of ita 
grenade h secured to tha ground 10 that r8l'lloval of tbe pole 
detonates the granade. The pole is than bent into a bow with 
the fr .. end faatened to the ground. The aaEaty pin of tha 
granade at this end al.o is securad to the ground. The prima 
terget of the bamboo whip 11 jungle clearil>8 equipment, 
Jungle cl .. ring personnal, or patrola. When the davice is 
diaturbed, the bamboo pole whip. up and the granada ia deto_ 
nated about 10 het above the ground. Any attempt to r8lllove 
the pole will cauae one or both of the grenadea to detonate. 

c. Kinea. (Figural 34 thru 46) 

(1) Antipersonnel (AP) ami antitank (AT) minea are 
uIBd extensivaly in VC operstiona. They may be of the crude 
hOlll81118da varlety or limilar to those in the US inv&ntory. 
AT mines usually ara _ployad on road. ami traih capabla of 
carrying vehlcular traffic but aho ara found alona Ukaly 
avanuaa of approach into VO base ar.... Tha mina. uaually 
ara prasaura typea. howevar, wban utUi.ad on road. or 
eround bunkar cOlllplexa., couaancl. datonation is tha praferred 
techniqua with tha datonator and power aourca located .. hr 

" 
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BAMBOOwmP 

~rl __________ ~5LFE~~~ ____ r ____ ~\_rt~'1 

TRIP WI&E ACROSS 
THE ROAD 

BAkBED SPIKE pLATE 

THE TOP OF THE 

~UTE 

Ftgure Jl!. 

Figure 33 
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BOTTOM OF 
SPIKE WELDED 

54 

BAMBOOwmP 

~rl __________ ~5LFE~~~ ____ r ____ ~\_rt~'1 

TRIP WI&E ACROSS 
THE ROAD 

BAkBED SPIKE pLATE 

THE TOP OF THE 

~UTE 

Ftgure Jl!. 

Figure 33 

" 

BOTTOM OF 
SPIKE WELDED 



" 

COMMAND DETONATED OVERHEAD MINE 

The VC USB artillery projectiles and mortar rQunds as 
overhead mines. The projectUe or round Is hung on the 
limbs of trees over a trail or Ultely route of approach, an 
electrical detonator is attached and wes are run to an 
over watqhlng enemy position. When a patrol or other unit 
comes under the camouflaged round the VC detonate it using 
a batterY power source. 

Figure 34 

MINED COMBAT TRENCH 

Figure 35 
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COCONUT TYPE MINE 

TRIP 
WIRE 

C~~~~~USE (WHITE 
PHOSPHORUS) 

BRIC 

This mine Is made from a hollowed out coconut rUled with 
black powder. Using a friction type fuze this mine Is em­
ployed in much the same manner as hand grenades. It is 
usually buried approximately six inches underground. n 
has been covered by rock and brick for mlssUe effect. 
These mines have been used effectively near gates. 

Ftgure 36 

--~----------------------.---

METAL 
COVER 

HOLLOW BAMBOO MINE 

SOLID 

"""'~ __ 2 1/2' __ -=::.."j 

CAsE PACKED WITH NUTS, BOLTS, ETC. 

This mine Is made from a large joint of bamboo. It Is cleaned 
out and filled with plastic explosive or black .powder. In addl ~ 
tien to the explosive the section is also filled with nuts, and 
bolts, rocks, naUs and scrap metal or whatever material Is 
available. Although usually detonated by a pull friction type 
fuze, other means can be readily substituted. 

Figure 37 
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WOOD SLAT III1IDGI! 

!AKBOO SlATS AND ItNDI10C 
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AND BINDINGS 

NOTE: 

110\11800 
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* FOUR WOOOQ; PEGS SUPPORT THE !AMBOO SLEEVE TO DlSt1R! AGAINST 
DETONATIOfI :BY FOOT OR ItCYCU: TRAFP1C. 

rlCURE 41 
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lb. VC OH_10 m1n. 1. d. .. l.ned to eount.r _ .. ed 
tnf,ntr)' .tt.eke .nd U.ht et'llOHd. ve.hle1... In 
.ddltlon they .re lI.ed .. dnat h.Uborne .... 1I1t •• Dd 
1n •• bot .... etlviH... Th. _tn. cen b ••• t in .n)' loe._ 
HOD with or without th. bipod. '1'Iw .tn. bod, 11 ....,.,u 
.Mpsd end ccmtdna 4.5 Kilo. of c .. t TNT .Dd 420 cyUDdr1_ 
ell .ud fn ... nt. of l~ dl_ur, 

Pipr. 46 
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aa 300 metera from the. Pline. a_ar, M Plinaa are _ployed 
on dehndva tarrain nearby ,0 that pu'.onnel takina to the 
hiah around. to protect a disablad vahida ara sl1bJected than 
to tha AP Pllnas and booby traps. AP min ... are l1ao to defend 
antrancaa to VC I1ndarground. hidina places and along traila. 

(2) AI minaa are placed in hollowad_out placea on 
bridg .. or in holee which heve baan dut in roada. In order to 
maka the hole difflcl1lt to diecover, the VC may scatter dlrt 
acrota tha road fot swetsl hl1ndrad metera Ot dia awatal 
d ...... y holea for d<ilcaption or for "'plac8llumt of minel at a 
later data. Water bl1fhlo dl1ng allo ia I1sed for camouflage. 
Shol1ldera along road. often au minad and occasionally, tha 
VC tunnel in ftOOI .houldata to plant electtica11y controllad 
minaa directly in the eenter of the road. Thh latter practice 
p111'Iaita selective targeting of vehicl1lar ttaffic. On aome 
oceuionl, the VC will bury firing wires to a location bl1t will 
not emplace tha mine. If friendly troop. faU to discover the 
wirea, the VC then ... places a mine to destroy the next targat 
that appeata. 

(3) The diractionel, conlll&nd detonated claymora type. 
mine is 11 .. 01 axun.ively. Th. pattern she and la.thal rang. 
of 'tf'IA/VC type claymora axeeed in many ca ... tha US aUndatd 
claymora. Arti11ary Ure haa proven helpful in upBBttina 
prepared mines and in eutting the detonating wirea. Claymore 
ainea bave been amployed in n\1lll8roua oparation, against 
vehicl .. and personnel, in convantional defenee, in ambulh .. , 
and in tree. abova roadl. The lattar mathod is uled to prevant 
clearing teaml and anain .. r rootars frlllll neutralhing the. minea. 
Kina. placed in tre .. hava thair Co)llllland wira., 8trl1ng 300 to 
400 .... tar' throuth the traa, to 8 coneaaled obeel:"Vatton poet. 
Colored wira 11 used to .... teh the foUlge in tha traa •• 

(4) Anothar mina recantly ancountared is clllllpletely 
plastic with ten to twenty pound. of plastic axplodva 
wrappad in watarproof paper. Thil ·mina nO%lll8l1y ls primed 
with an electric cap. A SIIIIll battary is wired to tha cap 
with a preuura contact· typa awitch. 
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(5) It is known that the enelllY marks his mines and 
booby traps with various signs. Booby traps have been found 
marked by tufts of grass ten inches apsrt, perpendicular to 
the point of the trail whare the trap is locatl!dl inverted 
rock "V" indicator. and small bits of sdhesive tspe Rcattered 
around the devices were noted (Figure 47). Since VO and NVA 
units are forced to move throughout the country, thera must 
be sOllIe overall markins scheme. Any unususl markings or signa 
along s trail should be trested sa a booby trap indicator. 

(6) The VO forces fully undarstand ths great advant~ 
age of mobility that helicopters have givan FWMAF troops. To 
reduce this advantaga the VO hava used sowerd types of .dnes 
snd booby traps to dany the landins ~one to opposing forces. 

(a) Claymore minu are rigged to a stick. Ths 
prop_wash knocks down tha stick, detonating tha mine. 

(b) A piece of ahaat metal is placed in tha 
LZ. Tha prop~wash forcu the ahast of matal down, explodins 
the minsa hensath it. 

(c) Crenadsa are placed on boards coverins 
holea dug in auspacted landing lonu, and charglll sre placed 
in ths holes. Tha pina ara puUsd aa the hSlicopter approach 
ths landing lonsl the charges in ths bottom of the holes are 
dectrically detonated; the boardS fly into tbs air; the 
grenadsa fly 100 .. from ths boards, and explod" near the in­
coming helicopters. 

d. Propaganda. In his propaganda activity agatnlt US 
l'orcel 'in Vietnam the cDllllllunlst enemy employs radio broadcaata, 
signs and banners, and great varietiea of l"efletl. He 
identifiu his radio stetions, and signa his written material 
Or presents it in auch a way that there is no doubt it is VC 
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At varioIU timtoB and placa. throughout the eOl,Lntry lians and 

beMus d.£ .... 11\& tb, US and the Amariea .. fighting ID&II. have b • .,. 

hung by th_ VO and chair _,...petbiaers. Tha .. have not produced 

tha .ffeet d .. ired by the vo and hava b •• n torn down by US tIl'DDP& 

wherever encountere", The moat prolifically writtan effort by 

the an., b in tha form of propasanda La.fl,t,. The firat 8II1II· 

plea piektd up vera ptr_l)' c~d. in wording. gu_r, content 

and atyle, a. wall iii printing t..:bniqu81 but nOW they have 

become mora lophbticated .nd more prof ... tonal. However, in 

spite of tha lmprov ... n.t 111. appearanee, tha .ffBettv_n ••• of 

tha l •• f1au againat US troops has b.an nil. 

SRCTION III. WEAPONS 

8. Canaral 

•• The pr ... nt VO .... 1'011.. inventory (lonliau of a mixed 

grouping of PrfllCh, liS, and. CO\lIIlunilt Block individual and 

crews.l'V_d ... ponl. nta 10ed m&nufa<:tura of crudely made 

.... a anns tt.a d.e .... d ainc:' the .. dy stasas of the ilUlur~ 

geney but 1000e srenad .. , lIIil1l •• nd other demolition devie .. 

stUl are baing produead in ltNV by tha VC. bundve reloading 

of small arms clrtridgea also 11 done. NVA troopa ara aquipped 

with the lat .. t .. apons uled by COIDIIIUniet aloek natione. 

b. A primary lource of explodve d""ie .. ueed by the VC 

for all types of lIIin .. and booby trapl are US M~26 grenadas, 

Claymora 1II1n .. , lIIortar and art11lary shelll. Soma of this typa 

aquipmant 11 procurad from casualties. H01Mver, in runy iMtan­

eea, thil type aquipllumt is picked up in lress veestad by US or 

ARVN troopa. Before sraal ara elaared by units a eOll.plete and 

thorough cheek of the aral should be eonduetld to preeluda aa­

tlJ.ating tha anemy in hie logistiel affOl:t. Every itllDl loat .. y 

ba IIsad by the VC to infliet c .. ualti .. on friendly personnel 

and to destroy aquiPIIIGnt. 

9. Small A:tIIII 

Tha individual .. apon of the NVA aoldier ie most likely to 

ba a raodarn ", .. pon. VC 1II&1n foree aoldia:", often ara found to 

ba aquipped partially ",ith the CHICOM and Soviet f4llliUea of 

7.62am 11II.t.1l atlaS. Tha CHICOM 7.62uD small arm.& are eopt .. of 

.. apons 1n tha current Soviet Army invent roy • Also linea tha 

edvent of larga aeala infiltration, eamplate unlU of the NVA 

are a=ad I"ith modern Soviet or CHICOM indiVidual waapona. 

Capturad US carbin .. , and lIARa nill are found among Viet Cong 

local and lIIIin foree unita. Piatola normally ara n.arvad for 

pOlitical and IIIUiury eadra and eetv. aa pouible identiftars 

of thau parsonnel. 

10. Maehina Guns 

Tha WA/vc hava a wlda variaty of lDBehina guna from sevaral 

eountrias of oriS In. aanan 7.92_ ID1II LMGa ... nd Soviat and 

CHlOOM 7.6_ Light and heavy maehine guns ara the moat eOlllllOn 

tYPal. SOIllll uniU ara aquippad with 12.7lmI ( • .50 cal) heavy mao 

china guna whieh ara h1ghly effaetiva against low flying aireraft. 

11. a.eoillen Rtf1ea and Mortars 

The NVA/VC a1,o employ reeoiUa .. rUlIa and mortetl 1n 

heavy ,,"pone .upport alalllGnU of infantry battalion., eompani .. 

and platoona. CHIOOM 57I'I1II and 7.5Dm reeoille.a rifl,a, p1ua 

tho .. eaptund US-auppliad weaponl of the urn caliber. are 

aveilabla to the VC at the pruent tiDII. Infiltrated NVA uniU 

almoat alwaya al'a found to ba equipped "ith tho. standerd Soviat~ 

CHlCOM reeoil1ua tin .. or reeoi11aas aun •• Aho uaed ara lo­

cally I14nufaetured rocket 1eunchers. Capturad US 60aJp and 

81I'I1II IIIOrtar. plu, CHICO}{ 60-, 82._ and 120am IIIOrtan are found 

throuihout the vc uniU. 

12. In F.bruary 1967 tha VC introduced anoth.r weapon in an 

attack on Danana Airfield. Tht. is tha Soviat l4Claa barrege 

rocket. The wespon f.s a a!Dlpla, &inal. mata1 tuba mounted on 

a wooden board "'ith a aimple alevation and dafleetion da"iea. 

Tha overall length of the roek.t including tha DXltor ia 40 lnehea. 

It can deliver a '1 pound warhaed to a r.nga of 12,000 IUtlr,. 

Sill."''' 
Th, NVA/vC 11 an elu&iva .nd d,tarm.inad foa. aa i, "ell 

oraaniud politically .nd IIIUitatily, and ""Ploy. both eon­

vantional and guerrille teet1c:.. Ha is an expart in the .rt. 

of eelll(lUn'g" deeaption and aillbueh. H" is a hardy .nd ruth-

1 ... fightat, but not an invineib1a one. aa c:&D end ,,111 be 

dafasted. 
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CHAPTER 4 

TACTICS AND TECHNIQUES 

INTRODUCTION 

The fl.lndalll8ntah of counurlnaurgancy opetatton. are 
eont.in.d. in current doctrinal field manuals. HCI1Iavar, 
in applying theae fund,ant.is in Vietnam the diverse 
natura of the people, their culture, traditions, the widely 
varied terrain and the tl'opical weather IQ\1SC be considered. 
The UcUes •• ptoyed and technique. used are Umltd only 
by the co_ndet" imaginations. The tactics and techniques 
ptuantad ara l ... ona learned from actual c~t operations 
againlt tha Viet Gong and t.he results of Revolutionary 
Development in rural areal. 

SECTION I. WINNING AND MAINTAINING CIVILIAN SUPPORT 

1. Oeneral 

Winning and maintaining the. friend.hlp and cooperation 
of the VletnalU4e civilians living within the operational 
area is an Basential BU.p in reducing the effactivene88 of 
the local Viet Cong guerrillas - thsy cannot operate sffec­
tive1y without civilian aupport. The two ...ain a.pecta of 
our miliUry pruenee which contribute towerd good civil­
military relations are the individual ao1dier'a positive 
ettitude in his dealinga with 10cel civilians, and the 
plannsd civic ections of military unitl. 

2. Individual Behavior 

The Viat Cong etUmpt to aepaJ:&te our 101dinl frol'll 
the local civiUan. by ahowing that we Ire crull, unthink­
ing, and not concerned with the welfare of the local 

people. The VC can be defeated in these efforts by the 
atrength and ganeroaity '"' show in our daUy liV88. The 
"Nine RUlas" for tha militery man in Vietnam provide 
the suide for doing this. 

They er81 

a. Relumber we are guesta here: We make no demand, 
and aeek no apecia1 treatment. 

b. Join with thl! peopl81 Underacand their life, 
uae phrae •• from. their language and honor their cuatOlU 
and laWl. 

c. Treat -.n with poUteneaa and re.pect. 

d. H«ka friends aIIIong the sotdien and c_n people. 

e. Always sive the VietlUlllUlee the riSht of way. 

milit!~ ::i~~~rt to aecurity and reedy to react with your 

g. Do not ettrect attention by loud, rude or unu_ 
sual behavior. 

h. AVOid separating ouJ:.elves frOll! the people by e 
displey of wealth or privihsa. 

i. Above all ehe, we are membera of the US military 
fOJ:c:aa on e difficult mi8810n, reaponaibla for aU our 
official and personal actiona. Reflect honor upon our­
sllve. and the United Stetes of America. 

3. Unlt Aetivltie. 

a. The Vietnamaaa appraciate the clanaer of battle arsas, 
and norraally w111 take such eetiona 88 are feaslbla to pro_ 
tect tb_llves and their property. Unit eOD\alldera at aU 
eehelona can esabt in proteetina them by advance planning 
and t:lmaly battl.filld 8tslatenee. Wh.n loaaes occur, .arty 
and effective action ahould be taken to amimiae suffer ina. 
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Tboughtfulnall and consideration in tueh tillln of orbis 
w111 gain the ,upport of the Vietname.a. 

h. Although" unit ... y be involved in 1II1litary optX'­
aUona, ita capability to .. aiat in local civie action 
ptojecta d'signed to i'llprov& the Uf. of tha paopl' and 
win the wUUng Bupport of tha paopl, toward thdr lavarn­
lUnt should be exploited. hEor. baginn1na any .pacific 
prOj'cU, cht unit eo_ndar alway. ahoUld contact the 
local Kl\.CV "o;eor or sub-.ector adv1lor and ~h. local 
Vhtnamau offlcial -- dherlet'. v111ag8, or balilat ch18f-­
in ordn to datel:lD.ina how the unit can ... iat local plana 
and projactl. In addition, an effort ,hould be 1IIlda to 
participate in Joint civic action projecta in Which reg­
ular aoldi.ra work aida-by-lida with local Rasi(lnal and 
Popular Force 'oldiars, In any call, it 11 ... ential 
that the local ciViUana ba taquired to aubt to tlls 
ID8zi_ Ut ... t POUibla in eny civic .Iction projact, 
Military linin ahollid provida only tha a .. btene. which 
th. civ1l14ln. «nnot provld. for th .... alves. Wh.n 
.dditional allidanea or aU,plia. ar. raquir.d for par­
tieul.r proj.cta tlls normal point of contact 11 tha MACY 
Blctor or aub-sactor .dv1l0r, who w111 than contact tlls 
a,propriat. GW offielal or tha US rapr ... ntativ. froll 
tha Joint Unitad States Public Affaira Office (JUSPAO) 
or tha United Statu Aseney for Intarnational O.valopment 
(USAm). 

e. In ordar to ,nv ... t inUation and ita attanelant 
bardahi,. on tha civilian population, cOlmlllndars will 
eoordinata with local GW officiala and the MACY advllory 
ataff to .. tabUah local prioa and waaa liltl for tt_ 
and IIrvie .. raquired by us FOnll1 fl'Olll GVN nationah. 
US ~t'lonnal IlUlt bl lIIIprlllld with thl neea .. ity to abide 
by thell liltl, not only to halp prav.nt inflation but 
aho to li.ie gold flow. 

SECTION 11. RECONllAISSANCE AND SURVEILLANCE 

4. Ganaral 

Bafora tha anOllly c.an ba destroyed, they must be lo_ 
cated. Onca located, 8urvdllance must be maintainad over 
thdr movements and activities. This IIcttOn OI.Itlinaa tha 
meSnS and techniques of raconnaiuanee and Burveillanee 
baing amploysd in Viatnam. 

5. Grollnd Raeonna1sssnee and Surveillance 

e Ground agencies eonsht of obsarvaUon poat., 
allrve~l1enea device., and raeonlUlhsenca petrols. Sh~tt 
rsnge radan, amployad st two saparata locations whie 
p.rmit target intersection, are a vsluable .ollrca of da~a 
during periods of low vilibility __ positions, estimate 
siza, direction, and speed of movement of VC alarunts can 
be detected readily. 

b Viatnamue Speetal FOtees and other FOIMtr.F unita 
em 10' squad-size long range l'econnaiuanc. IInits, with 
co~ai~erabla succan in Viat Cong eontl'O~la:e te:r!~:Z:~~pabla 
Onca eoonittad to an oparational araa, t a am 
of op.ratinS, for eppl'odmat61y seven days without ruuP~!i' 
WI> n tha uam dev610ps a target, a qulck_reacting eirmo k a 
fo:ce or tactical atr ttrikas may ba ~alls:,!: :: :~!:~se 

d d troy tha tax-get. Thue operat onB 
a:ych:~Ogieal effact on tha VC becauaa they demon.trat: 
~hat RVN forcel aN capab~a of penatrating VC :eraa: ~n b 
daatroying targats which previoualy were conai ra 0 e 
within VC .da havens. 

6. Viaual Ail' Surveillance 

Viaual Biz: surveillenca 18 conduetad pl'tmarily frOID. 
~I t a aircraft. Pilots and observers should be eOlD.-

o YP iller With, around activity in thair areae of 
plately i~~it in ordar that thay can reCogniza any chlnges 
~npon. l,p!ttams Continuous survaillane. minions day 
a~:rn:a7bY the sam.~ observers accOlllplhh the followingl 

s. Tend to te.triet VC daylight movement to ate .. with 
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den .. ngataUon. 

b. Lollace and report likely landing and drop lion .. 
in f •• t moving aitllf,t1ona, for reaction force fllllplo)'· 
ment, and for amersency lUd!.,.1 avac.uation. 

c. Provide information ... to polllble occupation 
of a hamlet by VC b .. ed on a change in tha normal pattern 
of activity. 

d. Bacou.e 10 cOllJllOnpLaC8 that raco1U\8hsanca flights 
for .trllObUa operationa or all' strikes do not constitute 
warnings to the YC of ilDpeD.ding actions. 

7. Air Raconnahaance 

•• Vilual ob •• nation from the all' 1s a rapid and 
affective ..... 11.._ of locating and identifying YC activity 
'l,Ich ." construction of field fortification. and road 
cuts, and the .pp •• rance of n'" track and trail activity. 
Althongh vilu.l roconnabe.nee ... y ba raatrl.ctad by poor 
flying wHthar and VC ground fire, observen often can 
provide information vital to aucc.nful ettackl on VC 
uulU and fortifications. 

b. A.rial photographs ars a prime sourc. of infor-
1IIIltion on terrain and VC installations .nd activiti.a. 
Detailed photo inUrproUtion,producas accurate Int.l11-
g.nce and oft.n d18c108es hidd.n VC inltallationl or 
campi not ylsible to the air oblener. 

c. Side looking airborne radar (SUR) and infrared 
d.vicet are air reconnallsance maens which provide spacisl 
information. 

(1) SLAR, with ita capsbility to datsct moving 
targets and accurately daUndne their locationa, h .. baan 
valuable in the discovary of VC !IOv_nt along tha coatt, 
canala, and rivan. In 1IIIlny instanceB, dat.ction of a 
moving target luls nault.d in an ;laaed:late attack on a 
vo target. 

(1) Airborne infrarad detaetion davicas are 
usaful for detacting VO ancallpnantl and other attivity 
st night. Beeaule of the 1II8a08 by which the infrared 
detection is displsyed, tha information obtalnd usually 
muat be corr.lt.ted with .... pa and photographs to det.nlina 
accurataly the .... tur. of the activity discoverad. Fo" 
clouds, and rain redut. the affectivene.., of infrared 
davicaa. 

d. The tnfoJ:'\lllltion davelopd by SLAR, iuftarad, 
vhual eerial a"rvaillanca and photo i .... g.ry is analysed 
an4 cotralt.Ud with othet information at the Intelligance 
Cantan. IntelUg.nua of tactical valua is pa .. ed by the 
moat rapid mean. availabla, including airctsft, to 
apptopt'iat. orgenilation. fot necaasat'}' .ction. 

SECTION Ill. PATROLS 

8. G.n.ral 

a. ».tail.d and compl.t. information on all aspace­
of patrolling is contsinad in appropr1ata a.rvica field 
IIIIInualt.. Additional 1nformation p.culisr to Viatnsll 11 
pr .. en.t.d in thi •• action to halp US forc .. improva 
patrol o:apabtUti... Savaral cautions an particulatly 
appHcabla. 

(1) Stay off toadl, trails and dt'}' craak badsl 
IIIIlntain diapenion. 

(2) l'tev.nt tha VC from predicting the 4itactton 
of IIIOvamant by follOWing a dg-IIg COUtle. 

(3) n.ad fol:laga nay b. old camouflaga ov.r a trap. 

(4) Tied down brulh l\II.y be a firing lana fot an 
ambuah lita. 

(5) Avoid 1I08U around villages I thay l\II.y hid. 
punj 1 trap. ot booby trapa. 
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(6) Unoccupied buU ... y bave booby trap. hidden 
in the £1;"&_ or in the 1:'00£ thatch. 

(7) Be cautioua of an civilians. 

(8) 8. e«UtiOUI in villa ... "hare DO chUdren ata 
viaibla or wllera thay are IIIlfriandly. 

(9) Do not .. t • patttrn. 

(1O).8tayalert. 

b. Durina tnlnlna and conduet of patrol operations 
include the following proc.out .. 8. SOP. 

(1) Sinw.ltanaoul JIjltrol activiU •• by el_nta 
of a unit lIIIlat b. coordinated doady and contact lIIII!n­
Ulnad whan 1n clo •• proxl.mity in ordar to .ave t1lu 
pntllct fOl'lllRtiona, .nd ,.lnblin .. curity. • 

(2) Taka .dWDUS_ of incI_nr w .. thar to con­
dl,lct patrols; heavy fain wUI cover nol .. of around move­
ment. 

(3). In the juna1a, tuUa DlUar b. cut through the 
dllUa foUaS. aDd undarsl:Owth, Whan practie.ing diapauion 
in mDv."..nt undar 6ueh conditio.,., lateral contact 18 vary 
difficult to maintaln, Mova in multiple columna for added 
aecurlty. 

(4) Nenor retum ovu the 1&II1II route. 

(.5) When patrolling a road lined by heavy under­
growth and danse foUaga, reconna1aaanc:e by ob"rYation 
ahould be auppl_nted by controllad reconnaiaaance by flre. 

(6) Uaa helicopter 11ft of patrol. to expand a 
Ilona of oparaUonl or to gat bahind VC unite, elpacully 
when the va hano cone .. lad routa. of withdrawal •. 

(7) Un atay behind patroh to a.bu.h _11 groupl 
of VC rtturnina to an 'l'ea aftel' the depal'ture of the 111111n 

body of fl'lendly fol'cas. The UII of atay bahind patrol. 
11 efflctlva tlpecully wh.n the patrol l'eDI8ina in the 
vicinity of Viat Cong killed during the day, tI th. Viet 
Cons uaually return to poUce up the bodiea. 

c. Extendno patrolling both aaturation and ambuah, 
ahould be used to dany the enemy the opportunity to pre­
pare poaitiona cloll to fritndly forctl' base c...,. and 
field locationl. 

9. Saturation Patl'0111ng 

a. Durins dayUsht one of the moat aucceasful tactica 
11 aaturaCion patrollinS eupported by a r .. ction force. 
The aatUl'ation of an area with _quad sise patrola allows 
IIIIIxlaum covarag. and fully .... ploya the leadeuhip capabU­
itiel of alllllll unit laadeu. Saturation patrollins ta­
quitea detaUed plannlns by the company or highar echelon 
to coordinate complately 'all the petrola in en erea. 
Since the VC l\OrDlally w111 not enpae a auparior forea, 
tha 81111Uer unit haa a better chane. of daylight contact 
with guerrilla,. Patrol dee will be determined largely 
by intelligence eatilllllUa of enemy atnngth, dupolition 
and equipmllnt and by the Urtain. 

b •. Conductina niaht patroll without prior coordi­
netion 11 dangerou.. In cartain area, both Popular and 
Regional 'orcu ... y be patroll1ng end embuahing. eloae 
lialaon end coordination with local friandly forces through 
US advlaort at d1ltl'ict and province headquarul'a 11 impar­
atlva to pl'aclude friendly unitl _eting in the dark and 
exchanging fire. 

10. Sudden Engagements 

Moat encountll" with thl ve whUe on patrol are 
audden meeting angagemantl. Reactlon by the point 1M1et 
be illlnedlate -to deliver effective fin at the dU'iva 
ve, who hal btln trained to leap into the bruah lind 
.'Uther .way on hll belly "hen encountered. Resction by 
the remainder of the patrol 1IIUat be rapid and violent.. 
lIlIDediataly bri\l.g all anoilable firea to b .. r on the VC 
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al<1ment. Fire lowl a rieoehet 1& bettar than an overshot. 
Aftar Un superiority is galned, vlgorou81y attack to 
daetroy him. Contact with tha VC mu.t be maintained. Pur~ 
Buit of the VC ill ... di.tely following an angas_nt must be 
_'8!;'e"lva. 

11. Scout Dog& 

A scout dog helps moving t!:'oop' to reconnoiter l'outu 
and areas for the pruenee of human.. If. eOllllDlindel' makaa 
full and skillfuL uu of Stout dogs, he lIIIIy avoid a VC 
ambuah. 

a. Scout dog8 rely on thdr keen aonee of smell to 
detect scants which come frOIl an upwind direction, When a 
d08 is working 1n the barnan, he will "alert" when he 
datacta a hUdn acant, usually by as.lUlling <I &1ttina pod­
tton with body still, un erect and nose ai ... d 1n tha up· 
wind direction. Prom tha alart indle_Hon the handler 
showl tha direction of the unknown paraon by arm signal 
to the tf.cttcal unit ludet". The alerting dbtance varies 
according to conditiona of wind, weather, terrain and veg­
etation. Along jungle traila the alert often will indicate 
a quarry along the trail becaun the altaht wind. in the 
jungle allow .cantl to drift along traila. Under favorable 
conditiona ICOUt doga can alart on a nobe. 

b. Scout dogl can 111\611 out a parson or cache in a 
covered hole in tlte ground, or a paraon hiding under­
water while braathing through a reed. They can assbt 
.. ntrie. when a unit 11 at a halt. 

c. Scout dog platoon leaders require a warning order 
to prepare for an operation and a briefing on the major 
faceta of tha plan. Failure to receive thia information 
will hinder proper .. lection and preparation of tou and 
adequate prOVilion for their logbtic aupport. 

d. Scout doga lhould be ueed only when benefitl may 
accrue fro .. their UBe. For axample, if the unit b to make 
I long foot march through .. fa areal prior to reaching the 
ar .. of operation, ICOut dogl should not be employed until 
raaching the area of operationa. 

e. Benefit from ICOUt doge is graat.at in lmall unit 
operations luch al patrols and ambulhea. 

f. When troops are negotiating traih in jungle or 
other heavy vegetation, the dog tum ehould bt on the traU 
rather than in a flank Becurity pOlition. 

g. On extended opnationa or in area. where negoti­
ation, of the terrain caUl" cousiderabla phydcal axerUon, 
dog teallll .hould be used in pairs and alternated in the 
working polition. 

h. Wltsn operating 1n flooded tice paddiel or dmilar 
terrain, doga should ba on the 25 foot leash rubel" than 
on the .hol"tel" 5 foot l ... h. Doga normally can traval 
throll8h IlUd without sxcesaive difficulty but handlel"1 tend 
to tire. A dog in good phyaical condition should be Clp· 
abll of lix hOUri of work in paddiea. 

i. Tbe dog's polition in relation to the patrol or 
body of troopi \llUat be luch that he usea the wind to the 
but advanuge. Wltan advancing with the wind, a dog 
should ba at the rur whare he b of so_ benefit. In I 
cross-wind the dog may walk on the upwind flank or at tha 
head of the colwm. Handlers and advisors with tha unit 
lhould emphasise theBe pointl to the tactical CO_ndlr. 
A change in the direction of advance may require a repoai­
tioning of the dog in ralet10n to thl unit. 

J. When the dog, 11 working at tha head of e colwm 
on e fank, or quartering a field (crlaacroldng it to 
obtain better al"ea coverega) wh111 the unit il halted, 
designated personnal .bould maintain viaual conuct with 
tlta dOg handle1:. A bodyguard should accollpany each tea .. 
opereting in clo86 proximity to the enemy. 

k. Mlixilllml benafit can ba raaliud from the use of 
acout dogs by gearing tha rate of advance of the unit to 
that of the dog. 

1. Rlquiring e Icout dog to close with the locatad 
enlmy en<!angere the dog end hendler, both of themlre 
ill-equipped for the anult. 
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m, Scout dOli .. lily learn to travel in helicopters 
and fixed wing aircraft but Illually require an initial 
period of fallil1aruation bafor. thay ara at ... a in thb 
stranal anv1r01lll\l.nt. Th, famlliari,.Uon should ba accom­
plish_d prior to uaing the d08 on an opGl'atlon. 

SECTION IV. OOUNTERANBUSH TACTICS 

Since the VC/NVA _k. utan.iva \118 of a1l!hu.haa. 
countauUlbulh mea.uu. ara a vital part of optlration •• 
Councara!lbulh oper,t1ona elao affOrd opportunitiea to 
Und tha an_y in a poalUon whare thay un ba fix.d or 
destroyed. 

13. Prev.neion of Ambulhes 

•• No part of vt.tMlIII Illy btl condd.red .. c.u~al 
therefore precautionary "''''UUI must bt taun ,a1o'lIY., 
Th, requirement for alleh precautions is typified by an 
action which occured n'lr Bian Hoa. A us unit which 
alrs_dy had n_rOU8 pattob and a!llbuaha. out a f.., thou­
sand III$cara from lta baBe ulIIp dhpatchd .nother IU fIIln 
patrol aftar fiut IJ.a;ht. The VC .mbulhld the patrol 
la .. than 1000 matera froDl It, ban, kUling five and 
wound ina the abeh. 

b. Whtn poaaibla, _va cro .. -country, avo1d.1na 
roada, traib and dry creak brada. Although th .. a carrdn 
featur .. .tfoN eau and apaad of movement, thay offer the 
VC prll11t llIibuab. ait .. and u,uHy Ira under obearvation. 

c. In movlna throuah open or broken tlrrain a",urlty 
mult be eatlbl1ahad in front, to the rear, and to tha 
flanka of a IIIOving column out to at 1 ... t the IIIIximum 
effattiva range of l'!l'Ill am. fire. In the jungle letU­
rity mult, 61 a .. lnl,_, be out in front 200 IUterl .nd 
tovar a front bro.d enouah to pravlnt a Unter ambuah. 
The lIBin body DIII,t b, back far enouah to maneuver onte 
tontatt i' IIIII.de. Lack of ssturi,ty haa bun the most pro­
minent fattor contributina to auctauful enemy a .. bu.hes. 

d. Routes of ""l'ch should receive. detailed t'econ_ 
n.isu.nta frOll! the .1r, by map and by small reconnais­
sanca patl'ols. There sre times, however, when. thorough 
reconnalasance cannot be completed because of lack of time 
Ol' tha size of the ares. Air observation h valuable but 
is not a substitute for ground reconnaissance. A dUci. 
plinad enGAlY unlt, in placs and cll1llouflaged, is not Ukaly 
to be spotted fn .... the air. In one case an experienced US 
pilot and observer uarched an area fol' two hours Without 
spotting a VC battalion hidd8n in waUt high gr .. , and 
scattered coconut trees. Lster in the day this force am_ 
bushed en ARVN bsttaLion. 

e. Security must be maintained St all times. During 
the return movement to home stations after conducting an 
operation, troops have a tendenty to re Lax and become care· 
less. On several occadons, the,VC have allowed a unit to 
psaa throuSh unmolested on its way to the objective area, 
then ambUShed the unit as it uturned. 

14. Reaction to Ambush 

e. When caught in an amhush the friendly unit imme· 
diately mllst return the flre, gain and maintain flre 
superiority and visorously assault the ambush force. 
Friendly troopB must continue to flu, even after tha 
enemy ceases, to pt'event his racovaring wespons snd bodiee 
and escaping. Once the ambush is overcome, the entire 
ambush site must be searched thoroughly and cleared. 
Figures 48 thru 50 depict examples of reactions in differ~ 
ent ambush situationa. 

b. troops moving through s~spect aress should carry 
white ph'i.phorua (WP) and offensive g"nsdn and, when 
ambushti!d, inIIlediately throw th6ll1 towards the enemy. 
Coupled with casuslty producing effects, the WI' sunade 
provid.' a protactive !n1oke 'Bcuen. 

c.' Plan for the maxilnurn use of atea fire weapons 
Buch as shot guns and M_79s, 57mrn and 15arm recoillBBa 
rifles, t.nk guns, or howiztare (using cannister ammuni_ 
tion) which miSht be in the convoy or troop formation. 
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Units positioned entirely in the kill zone of an ambush should 
immediately return fire with organic weapons and In conjunc­
tion with 9'P grenades and supporting fires, assault the pri­
mary ambush force. 

Figure 4e Entire Unit Caught in VC Ambush (Schematic) 
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When an ambush Is activated with only a portion of a unit in the kill zone that portion 
Immediately returns fire whUe conducting immediate action to break out of the kill 
zone. Units not affected attack the flanks and rear of the main ambush position by 
assault and establish ambushes along the VC routes of withdrawal. 

Figure 49. Portion of Friendly Unit Caught in VC Ambush (Schematic) 
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