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The VC fo~e In this example Is counterattacked with fire power .. hUe ambushell are beinB el!ltabU.bed on 
aU possible avenues of withdrawal in order to obtain rna.imum VC cuualtles. Note that the VC have estab­
lished an ambwlh along the main avenll8 of approach between the reaction force headquarters and the hamlet. 
By not moving dtrectly to the hamlet, the reacUoo farce avoids this COmmOn VC trap. 
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15. Convoy Operation4 

a. Punning Considerationa 

(1) No route iI 100" saC\Lre. The VC/NVA can 
prepare ~In amb\Lsh anywhare. 

(2) Representatives froll the sec\Lrity ami 
convoy ale_ta, l\Lpporting artillery, and tactical air 
4hould participata 1n the planning. 

(3) Bffacti" cOlll'Aunicetiona ata uantilli fo!' 
a\Lccenful convoy opantionl. 

(4) Convoys of two or IIIOra aerish should bs 
cOllD&ndsd from a co_nd and control (C&o) helicopter. 
Thil afforda the co_nder the belt lIIIIana of control and 
cOlllllllnication and anables him to react quickly to all 
contiaenciea. 

(5) Convoy escort and !'aaction forces are re­
quired. Ar'lDDud cavalry elementa, if available, are well 
l\Litad to both tUka. Similarly conatitutsd 1IIIchanisad 
infantry alamenta reinforced with tankl are effacti" 
also aa an aacort or r .. ction fone. In aithar case, 
tarrain and condition of tha route detumtne the axtant 
to which vario\Le trackild vahiclee may be used. HeU-
born infantry alaMnts .hould be a part of the reaction 
forcs to enable blocking: and fully deatroying or cap­
turing the enemy ambush alell811t, if the terrain conditions 
might precl\Lde aCcollpUlhmtnt of thia tuk by the .. cort 
or armored raactlon force. 

(6) Tha co_nd'er of -tha convoy and the COIID&nd 
auccaadon lllUat be known by members of tha convoy prior 
to ita departura. 

(7) "U .. of convoy rO\Lte mapa showing the enemy 
.it .... tion Ilong routt. in the .rae 11 s val .... bl. aid in 
<:onvoy planning. 

(a) Ai!' a\Lpport ia a n.<:.lIity. The uae of 

" 

15. Convoy Operation4 

a. Punning Considerationa 

(1) No route iI 100" saC\Lre. The VC/NVA can 
prepare ~In amb\Lsh anywhare. 

(2) Representatives froll the sec\Lrity ami 
convoy ale_ta, l\Lpporting artillery, and tactical air 
4hould participata 1n the planning. 

(3) Bffacti" cOlll'Aunicetiona ata uantilli fo!' 
a\Lccenful convoy opantionl. 

(4) Convoys of two or IIIOra aerish should bs 
cOllD&ndsd from a co_nd and control (C&o) helicopter. 
Thil afforda the co_nder the belt lIIIIana of control and 
cOlllllllnication and anables him to react quickly to all 
contiaenciea. 

(5) Convoy escort and !'aaction forces are re­
quired. Ar'lDDud cavalry elementa, if available, are well 
l\Litad to both tUka. Similarly conatitutsd 1IIIchanisad 
infantry alamenta reinforced with tankl are effacti" 
also aa an aacort or r .. ction fone. In aithar case, 
tarrain and condition of tha route detumtne the axtant 
to which vario\Le trackild vahiclee may be used. HeU-
born infantry alaMnts .hould be a part of the reaction 
forcs to enable blocking: and fully deatroying or cap­
turing the enemy ambush alell811t, if the terrain conditions 
might precl\Lde aCcollpUlhmtnt of thia tuk by the .. cort 
or armored raactlon force. 

(6) Tha co_nd'er of -tha convoy and the COIID&nd 
auccaadon lllUat be known by members of tha convoy prior 
to ita departura. 

(7) "U .. of convoy rO\Lte mapa showing the enemy 
.it .... tion Ilong routt. in the .rae 11 s val .... bl. aid in 
<:onvoy planning. 

(a) Ai!' a\Lpport ia a n.<:.lIity. The uae of 

" 



90 

eolumn covel' provWa. a definite det.runt to a!llbuah and 
"."k •• instantanaoul .... pon .. posalble when cover include. 
tactical air. 

(9) Conlideratton should be given. to en EaBle 
FHaht of platoon or company a1.le, eUilt .. on scrip alert 
or orbitin8 the convoy. 

b. Preparation 

(1) Sandbag the flogr hoard. of all v.hid .. to 
1" ..... the effact of min •• on paraonne1. Stack additional 
aandbaga against the ,Ides of trucks to provide protection 
fr01ll ..... 11 81'm1 fire. 

(2) ~ all lida panels fX'OIII tha troop cauler 
01;' cargo 8ection of v.hid... Tail sat •• on all troop car­
riera should b, let d01ll'1. Conaideration ahould he liven to 
tha removal of aU doora of vahiel .. 80 equipped, If .. ata 
an uI.d, place th.,. in the canter of the vehicle 80 that 
troop. lit back-co-back and faca outward. 1£ no seata 81:'. 
u .. d, the ttOO~ Ibould sit or 118 in the had of the truck 
and face outward. Thi. provides cewerase by fire for both 
sidea of the road. 

(3) Brief and rehearte all peraonnd on their in­
dividual responaibilitie, and dutiaa in the avant of aabuah. 

(4) All vahicl .. should be equipped with tow ropaa 
or "haina. 

(5) Place the tlowelt vahielaa at the head of the 
convoya. 

(6) Wreckere and maintenan"e vehicle, lhould fol­
low all convoya. 

AT ALL TIMES 

Expatt an aalbulh - stay alert. 

Rehearaa inludiata action. 

Do not Bat a pattern. 

--------" 
BEFORE HlVI!MENT 

Foot encl Vehicular 

Examine all inteUigence data 

Requeat air cover. 

Haka detalltcl fire lupport planl. 

Coor4inata movemant plan with all partle1-
patina elemanta. 

Plan to take an artillary fo~rd ohetvar. 

Vehicular 

Sand baa vabicle •• 

Daaignate convoy COlllll8.nc1 aucc .. a1on. 

WHILE MOVING 

Foot and Vehicular 

Maintain co...uniet.t1on with all elements. 

Maintain nobe end light di.cipHne. 

U.a point, flank and raar security. 

Watch for .inas and booby trap •• 

Foot 

Vary fotllllt1ona. 

Move by bounds. 

Kesp off roads and trails 
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Skirt open araaa 

Vehicular 

Maintain clo •• and continuous contact with 
column coval'. 

11' THE ENEMY IS DISCOYEQI!D 

U .. available firepower Clonai.tent with aisa 
of an81llY forea. 

CaU for reinforcement. if U'l\lirad. 

Funk him and attack. 

Ambush hiB witheir."d. 

Puraua. 

SECTION V. AMBUSHES 

17. Oanaral 

•• Carr-nc .. nice manuala provide .ound and detaUed 
guidance on the conduct of ambush... ll<l<:ant '''parianca with 
,abuahas in Vietnam rawel. that, aU too frequently, 
ambushes are wall ldd, proparly plannad and correctly 
poaltlonad, hut faU beeaus. of an arror on the part of • 
dna1, individual. 

h. Salaetlon of the dte 18 only the flnt atep in 
the development of • wdl organilad aabush. Ambuab leadera 
mUBt be capable and. b. proVided with tb. aqui""",nt ne" .. -
sar)' to carz:y out their ... lsnd minion auccaaafully. 
Squad l •• dan IIl\I.It ba capable of call1ng 1n auppo"ting 
arnul, and be profieient 1n IDIIthada of blocking neape routea 
end utUis1ng booby tupa, dalllOlition8 and punji traps. 

--- .--~---.----

18. Actions Prior to tile AJQbu,h 

a. Make a detailed I14P 'tudy, 1ne1ud1ng Ula of 
ae,del photo. whenevar posaibla. COIIIIIit to _r)' tlla 
routa and tarrain __ particularly tllo.e features whiell 
.,ill aid navigation. Confirlll theaa tnTaiu faatures aa 
you pall ovar or naar til •• 

b. A eOliplete. detaUed rallaanal of tha ambush 
.ult be conduetad to eliminate arl'On. Bach lUllbar of tha 
smbu.h pa"ty .uat under.tand thoroughly what he 18 to do. 

e. Arrana_nta muat ba aade for the employment of 
all available supporting Uras. 

d. Hovament to the ambuah aita by coneaalad routas 
to avoid dataction by tlla VC or VC 'YIIl*thuera is a._ 
aantid. Contact with e1viUana IaUIt be avoided. 

". Blocking forea, IllUlt ba 8IIIpl.cad in conjunetion 
with mtnaa, booby trap. and punji .taka. dona likaly 
.vern>as of ascape in order to inflict IIWC~ eaaualtia •• 

f. Rep".tad occupation of tha s_ ambush aite IllUlt 
b" evoidad. Udng several aite, 1n tha aUta St.nerd araa 
insure, battar coverasa and IIOre affaetive raaulta. 

g. When a n1ght dbuah is plannad in conjunction 
with or a. part of a daylight ,waap, it i. advia.bla to 
_va through tha ambu.h dte ptior to datkntla and eon­
duet a around raeonna1llsanca. The aite ahould not be 
oecuphd pdor to darien •••• 

19. Conduct of tha Ambuah 

a. Maintain light and nobe diaeipUna 'in the ambuah 
dta. Do not parw.it _king. F.Uure to adh.ra to theee 
basic practice, b the e.uaa fraquantly of an un8uecanful 
ambuah. 
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b. Stress the fact that the leader of the ambush is 
responsible for "aprlnging" the ambush. "Springing" the 
ambush too early or too Iste hads to failure or to 
partial success only. 

c. Use a def!nlte, clearly recognizable signal to 
cOllllllence firing. Prearrange and reheerse all signala 
to be used. Keep signals simple. Thia eliminates con~ 
fusion and avoidJ premature disclosure of the ambush. 

d. Place a heavy and accurate volume of fire into 
the ambush area, completely covering the killing zone 
and escape routes. 

e. Fire low to "aVoid overshooting the terget. 

f. Use all supporting fires such as artllhry, 
mortars, tactical air and armed helicopter support. 

g. Puraue by fire when the VC!NVA jump into the 
underbrush opposite the ambush party. 

h. Quickly exploit and aearch the fnmediate area 
for casualtiU, weapons and docl1lll8nts. 

20. Night Alnbush 

a. The night ambush deserves particular emphash. 
since most VC!tNA operations are conducted at night. AIn_ 
bushes during the hours of darkneu are more difficult to 
control, but the lack of light or illumination adds to 
the security of the "",buh party and the confusion of 
thoae being ambushed. 

b. At night a small ambUSh party generally is more 
practical because of greater ease of control and decreased 
probability of detection. The sise of the party will 
depend on factors such a's the sise of the unit to ba am­
bushed and the estimated enemy strength in the area. Some 
means of illuminating the ambush site after contact must 
be provided so that the area !ll8y be searched thoroughly. 
Pre-planned ertillery and mortar concentrationa, handheld 
flares or illumination grenadea can be used for this purpoae. 

Fig A 

All mines are primed with non_electric blasting caps, 
connactad with detonat.ing cord, el<cept one mina, aa shown 
in Figure B. Cla)'lltor .. are elllplaced 1_2 meters back from 
traU, cerefully camouflaged, and sighted to provide inter_ 
locking kill seccora. Length of trail covered 1a limited 
only by amount of claymores and detonating cord carried. 
(A squad cen eesily cover 150 meters). Eneiii)' nay approach 
fran either direction, and the squsd lead~r (position 2) 
fires when the most lucrative portion of va column is in the 
kUling I;on.. (An added effect can be achieved with WP 
grenades, secured by a clove hitch of detonating cord be~ 
tween claymores). Detonating cord provide. simultaneous 
firing of all c la)'llloras. 

Fig B 

TAPE -

~ FRON 
DET CORD TO OrnER 

ClAYMORES 

Figure 51 
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21. Special Conaideratioll$ 

B. The Cls)'IIIOre (MlMI) antiparlonnd .1na has 
proved to be a highly affeetive ambuah weapon in Vietnam. 
(Ftsure 51, Cla}'lllOre Ambueh). 

b. "Stay behind" ambushes can ba very "ucceuful, 
since the enlllll)' 1'Iol'llll111, foll~ a unit wben it leaves 
an operational ar.... T1ae permittiJ\8. the .. Ulbuah 
patrols should be prepared to r-.tn in the area for 
sevaral day. lind uae decaption tactica to conceal their 
praaflnee. 

SECTION VI. AIRI«lBILE OI'ERATIONS 

22. General 

A cap.bUity to aMc.ute ainlObU. opex-Btiona dhe_ 
tive1y i.e Dna of the IIWIjo:r tactical advant.ge. p08.U",4 
by PWHAF and. RVNAY. By WI. of lift and anud he1ieoptera, 
well Bupported by artillery and £lahrar d.-craft, c_nd_ 
era au able to achieve aurprha IIIld. ahock effect, to ..ova 
"i.eabla forces qUickly ovar obatacles or Ions diatano •• , 
IlIld cO IIl4U {orcas or reinforce a poaition quickly with 
fraah troopa rAd,. for eOlibat. ThrouSh pred •• , detaihd 
planning, a88reulve 11ailon, and a eOlllpl.u understandina 
of the principlu of aimobile taeties by all eOlllll8ndera, 
aimobile operations ean be eondueted aueeusfully. There 
are four typel of al1'lllObU. operations normally eondueted 
In South Vtetll.llll. They are: 

(1) AIl1IIObile auault. 

(2) Basle Flight: 

(3) COIIIbat reeonnai .. anee. 

(4) Rdnfore.fIIII6Ilt. 

23. Plannlns Coneidarationl. 

a. The compl.x nature of al1"IIIOb111 operations in llYN 
dictat .. that plannina for the airmobila _neuver be 
aeeOlllpHahed In eontld.rabl. datail. Part1el .. nta in this 
planning should Includa npr .. antativaa frOIll: 

(1) Kanl\lVllr and ".erve eleruonu. 

(2) Artill.ry fln aupport. 

(3) Clo.e Air aupport. 

(4) Naval sunflre lupport (if raquind). c 

(') Aviation unitt. 

b. Tluely.nd daeaUed .,.atber. terrain and annIY 
lntdUsaoc. Inforaatlon iI .... ntial to the sueeauful 
conduet of airaobile operations. 

e. Csreful eonaidaration should bl given alwaya to 
'et.etion and use of 1lU1Upla aeaging areas, piek up and 
landlna lonaa, varied flight .. ttarna, fo~tions. and 
alternat. flight ,routas in ordn to keep 10 .... to • 
lIIin1m\Dl. 

d. With tlla advant of th. CH-47 "Chinook" helieopter, 
th. r.ng. of .upporting ntUlary n .. d not be a limltina 
Actor In alr111ObU. op.rationa. Thua .Irer.ft enabl. the 
co_nd.r to dilplaea hla 11sht .rtill.ry on tha hltt1.­
fla1d. 

•• A 'lN11 ,ra .. rad SOP srutly raduc .. plann1na. 
loadina and .IWCutlon tiue.. Theae SOPs .hou1d include 
pl.na for th. VlryioS allowabl. carso loada (ACL) for 
.. eh typ. of .... ult helieopt.r employed In Vietnalil. 
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24. Airmobile An_uIt 

•• General 

An alnaobila .... ult _Itt. ue. of preplanned 
landing eon .. (LZ), a apec1fic objective or uri .. of 
objectly .. to ba takan, a reserve element and the eoor­
dinated UII of fire support tl_nra (di_culnd latar 
in Chapur 5). The 1I00e of the ail'llllhUa .... u1t forca 
ia deta1'1llin.d by the ... tantd .inion, 

b. Organisation. An airmobile fDrea n01"ll811), 
eonder. of tha followina daunts' 

(1) A co_no and contl:'ol (C&C) elalDllnt 
eonaht1118 of the air m1uion cOllllllluldet, all'1111bUe Uak 
force co.-nder, air Uahon officer, artillery liaison 
officer, and a !lIellbar of tha airmobile tuk force ataff. 
A naval g\lnHre 11eiaon ofUc.., may b .. added when auch 
support it provided. This ele_nt will utilis .. th .. eM: 
aircraft with itl .pac1ll1 radio equipment to control the 
entire teak foue. Once the 881au1t .lement 1a on the 
ground, tilt COC .1ement 11 available iDmadiately to 
provida additional ,uPPOl"t and a .. iatance .. may be l"a­
quirad. 

(2) Suffie1ant troop canian (lUcks) to 
Uft tha dalired nuoabal" of first phala a .. a\llt fOl"cal. 
Sufficlant udiUIQ heUcopten al"a nudad to .ove artll­
lal"Y if tlw oparatioUill area 11 bayond supporting ar_ 
tiUel"Y l"anga. Additional forcas nOJ:lllll.lly will ba tarried 
into tha collbat al"1!8. aubaaquantly. Saa hal1copten in 
figurel 52 thru 61. 

(3) An I!ICOl"t e1l1111l1nt compoead of fightars and 
al"Qd helicoptel"1 which prov1da nconnailsance and have 
tha IIlea10n of protecting tha flight of lUcks into tha 
LZ. Thay abo provlda pl"otection by fil"a for the entire 
forca. AI the antay antielrcl"aft capability {ncrees .. , 
the usa of fighter elcorta aho must be increaled fOl" 
flak 9uppra .. ion. 
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(4) A lllaintananel .'uraft crill" to provide 
on-tha.apot rapaira for dbablu aircraft. It b backed 
up nornut.lly by • CH-47 evacu.tion aircraft at the. aUSing 
area, which can abo ... 1It the KEDBVAC hd1coptll' in the 
l:'~l of casualtu, and downed. Cl'ewe. 

(5) A finl ,upport el_nc, sanerally "on call" • 
.,hleh is compoud of an 0-1 aircraft with r.~Uo ralay 
capability, and a fOJ:VBrd ob •• ~r and/or forward all' con­
troUar (lAC). 

(6) Additional around ba .. d fire '''pport and 
collibat DIIInauvar el_n.ta if they ara avallabla in tht. area. 

(7) Radio cOJDUnleationa aquipmant for operating 
the typa cOllllll1l\lcation network Hlu,trat,d in Filun 62. 

c. Conduct of an A11'11Ob11. AIIaault. 

(1) ThII alrlllObU, a ... ult baaina with p"paration 
of the lan41n& lona (LZ) by clo •• air '''pport and/or 
artillary fire. Conlidarat1on should ba given undar 
certain eire_tane .. , to conducting an .... ult without 
preparation to achieva allrpriae. The .... lIlting inf.ntry 
.n load.d at ataging fi.lda or p1o"d lip in the battla 
Ilr .. frOli pickllp aona. (rz). Fl1Sht rOllt .. , rel .. se pointl, 
llluding h .. dinga, and touch down .r .. a normally an pu­
plannadl howav.r, tlctical dave10pmantl of tan maka it naeaa­
a.ry for the e~nd .nd control .ircr.ft to vaetor tha 
troop 11ft helicopter. .nd glll1ahip a.cort into tha LZ. 
Tha arrival of 11ft .hip. ia tiDlad. ao thar thare is • 
mln1llNlll. tllllll lap .. bat.aan tba lifting of LZ praparatory 
fir.a .nd the landing of the udult forca. Aftar they 
have racalvad the CoaQl!.nd to proe.aad to tlla LZ, the e.0Il­
mand .nd control aircraft .111 ralay the followina infor­
mation (if other than praplannad) to tbe Uft .hipa. 

FlGURE 62. Type 1tI.dio Nat for AiraobUa A ... lIlt Foret 

to, 
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(e) Find approach hu.dlng. 

(b) Touchdown poillt (may b, muked. 
with smoke), 

(e) H .. dlng and route for departure 
from the LZ. 

(d) lIri,f '_l'Y of coru;\ltion of LZ, 
including enemy ,nd friendly troop ,ituatiol\l. 

(a) When ,uppre .. 1". and .1I'pporting 
fin, 1'111 bl d.ltv,nd. 

(f) Direction of attack or lDovement 
from LZ. 

(2) Tha direction of atuck 11 IIIOnitored by 
trw ch:Leb 1n the alieu; they indicate the direction 
to the •••• ult force by hand and atID aignal. jUlt prior 
to touchdown. 

(3) All thl lead d_nca of the airmobile 
force .pproach the LZ, anled heUcopten provide .up_ 
pn"lvt1 firl whUe the sHeD an landiag. unloading 
and dep.rting the LZ. Arti11uoy Ure and air atrika. 
8laO may b, qde emult'Moualy and in clo .. p;tOlIimity 
to .ath otber. Flank II1ppr .. lion Itdb, 1lUly b, "quine 
during the I,nding. 

(4) The d .. 1nd tllnl.ng !!\Clud .. ,imllltanaoua 
touchdown and takeoff of «11 .Ueb with I, .. than un 
•• corula on the LZ. 

(5) Aa the Hnt Uft of heUcopten departa 
fl'ODI LZ, a1'mtd hdieopten, taetieal ail', 01' arenlny 
un be ~ad to aupport tha 8HUnd. fOl'ea. 

(6) The amad haUeoptan ara .... ad alao fol' 
l'aeonn.iaaan.c:a and. aunaiUanee. 

-------.-;::-----~-- ---------------

(7) Tl'oopa initially employed in lacur1ng an 
LZ an bighly vulnal:able to VC/INA attack, .apecially 
when the fil:at t:roop Uft h a_U baeau.a of raatdcted. 
LZ. lnaura that aU lHIIIbal:1 of tha auault forca com· 
pletely unciaratand tha plan for reOl'gan1caUon on tha 
LZ and the lignala, luch al thola 1I1ed. fol' lIuking the 
IIllmbly point witb diffannt panall, 01' colored a..,ke 
grenadla. Keep in mind tbat often tbate wUl bl 81'111 
01' brulh h1ghel' than a man'l head and tbat I..,ke IIl!.Ilt be 
cool'dinated with the helicoptel' unlt. Nevel' II" IlIOkI 
whieh "l'kl an InUl)' poSition to mnk lIaatlbly point or 
fdandly pol1tiOD. Whethel' the Hut airmobile fot'(le ia 
dllignatld to providl IICUI'!ty fol' the LZ 01' to aasault 
an objeetive froll. thl LZ, it ahould. 

(a) Sand out patl'oll to IUl'ch the parimeter. 

(b) Consolidate the l"IlII&1nd61' of thl air· 
II.Ob111 forel into a It1'On8 point located off the L.Z or 
objactive. 

(8) The. re .. nl force cOlllll&ndar mllat keap 
ebnaat of the oparationl 10 that hb counterattack plana 
addrell the actual aituation to whieh he may ba cOlWlitted. 

(9) At thl termination of the million, tl'OOp 
extraction ia complaeed 1n the following aequance, 

(a) Ground unit sicuras tn. a1'U. 

(b) Al'IHd IIh1pll 1111"'" lacllrity of thl L.Z 
II thl g1'Ollnd Ilnte moVIS 1nto pickup fOnMItion. 

(c) Slicka dlploy to pickup fOnMItlon 
p1'iOI' to naching the LZ. 

(10) ]lin IUppOl't fol' the extl'actlon i. fllt· 
nlehad by tacUcal aircraft, artUll1'}' and .rmad hallcop~ 
tal'l. 

(11) Juubulh of US airmobUa forcaa by tha VC ia 
a conatant thrut. Tha anelllY" capahility to ambuah poa. 
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Bib I. LZ. in foro;. can ba d.ecreased bYI 

Ca) LiDdtina and veryinl heonnah-
.. nee of LZa. 

(b) ConductlJl8 tactical air aCdk .. 
and/or artU181:Y prapal'ation on tha LZ.. 

(e) UtUlIIing altarnae. !.ZI, 

(d) Dac.ivins the Ve/NYA .. to the 
actual 10catlon of the LZ by .. tabUahins • decoy !.Z. 

C.) Varying tacMiqu .. by conductlna 
.... ulu with no preparation on 00ea810n. 

(t) Avoiding tha moat libly LZ. or 
ona which was lIeri prevloudy. 

(8) COIIQitting. IIUl_ nUlibar of 
troop. in tha LZ at one tfJu. 

(h) Using nndoll "tntch .. of avatlebla 
roada as LZI. 

(12) In addition to tha pointe IIltntionfld, tha 
follovtna couid.ratione aho ilia, infl~ne. the OlltC_ 

of tha operation I 

Ca) AirmobUe oparUiona in biSh eanopy 
Jung18, Ttoop addlr. II1II)' h u •• d for exiting of troopa 
ftom CH-47 aircraft, 'natnller. lIIf.y ba I_rad by II'. of 
the for .. t panatrator to prepare LZoo and bomb craun 
_y bt ueHueli .1 lingle .hip l.Za. In addition, troopa 
trained in r.ppdUna may 1,1&1 that .. tbod of adtina. 

(b) On the ground time for lift hdicop­
terl can be reduced ,ppreciably by training troop. in, 
antranca and exit procaduraa (battla drill) and prepa­
ration and practica of variad loadi", plana and SOPa. 
U.e .nault fire techniquaa or raconnai"'nca by fire 
techniqua. on tha nu.reat woodUne. 

(c) Troop and cargo Hft cap.bility ia 
determined not only by typa halicoptar and the .... ount 
of fuel on board, but also by meteorological conditiona 
and terrain. For e_pla, in the high plateau tranaport 
heUcoptefi can carry about 607, of tha load po .. ibla in 
tha lowlanda. 

(1) Aa it. name impUea, tha I&gla fligbt ia 
a forca capabla of .. arching out and punuing ita prey, 
attacking it quickly and Violently, and withdrawing to 
,aek othar pray. Eagla flight oper.tiona wara dave lOped 
.. pacially for nat, low. lying tarrain like that of the 
Delta where l.ck of road., great alltpanu. of inundated 
land, vaet networb of trea1ined river, .nd canala .nd 
widaly diapnud pOpul.tion make fighting th. VC/NVA on 
foot a lUl.t difficult talk. 

(2) The eagle flight forc .. uaudly ue ..... 11 
•• varying in .illa from platoon to compeny. Their em­
ploYlHnt b ch.ractuilfld by lack of pnplannad tanding 
110".1 and acceptance of IilPited fin aUpport.. The 
affectivena .. of an ugl. flight unit dependl upon itl 
abiUty to raact and manauvar rapidly in any combat 
lituation and to bar ... and dbrupt tha activitiu of 
VC unitl. 

b. Org.nilation. An eagla flight nquiraa .. un­
tially the .. lIle e1aaents .a an ahmobna oparation 
e:llCept that tha eagle flight nor.ally haa suffiCient 
sl1cb for lifting tha entire .... ult force in ona Uft. 

c. Conduct of .n Esgle Flight. 

(1) The .... uIt force cOlllllll.nder ordera the 
eagle flight forcea airborne whan .rmed raconnaiaeance 
hal1copten make or anticip.te aaking enemy contact, 
or whan a need .riaa. for an ~diata leareh of • 
limited area. Tha eagla flight force aI.o may be 
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limited area. Tha eagla flight force aI.o may be 
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orderae! airborne and instructed to orbit at II .peciftc 
location until such time 8. it h c;:o"",ittad. One. com* 
mltted, mvement into the LZ follows the proeaduru 
outlined above for the airJllObU. auauit. 

(2.) Prior to landing at II designated LZ, the 
unit coumandar 1.& bridad in detail by the co_nder of 
the al"lll8d ship .I_nt on the dinction the attack ,hould 
taka, what ha will encounter to include the location of 
enemy poaitiona or terrain featurea which might po •• II 
threat, and where and how contact was init1ally IIIlde by 
the 8rmad ships. Ptta support for til. a.sault b pro· 
vided by the a:med ships until tactical air 8upport or 
artillery bacoale. available. Tba aaud .hlpa come undar 
the oparaUoN.l eoneto! of thll unit <:OIIIIU.ndar aftar the 
slieu MV' eleared the LZ. 

(3) When the minion h completed, the "8la 
force 1, plcked up by the sUcks and eOlltllitucI to 
anothr ar .. Dr raturn.ad to th •• taging .rea. Th. 
t.c:bn.iqu. of d.ploying, .triking .nd th.n. red.ploying 
to Itrike .galn. wa. uaad Iuc:c: ... fully a. a ruction to 
• VC .ttack on. a frien.dly ha .. let in. IV Corpl. Thill VC 
bad po.itloned an. e.tlmated company aouth of tha ha .. lat 
to ambuah tha .xpectad raac:t1on forc:a. Whil. rec:on­
n01taring all. appropriata LZ, tha C:OJIIIIIIIndar of tha opara­
tion lpotted tha VC ambuah aite, i_diataly c:.ltad for 
aarial .uppr •• a1ve fir., and l.nded hi. forc:a naar tM 
ambuah. The VC ambuah unit was caught c:omplataly off 
gUllrd by thil III.neuver .nd attellpt.d a rapid withdrawal. 
Aftar a .hort fira fiaht, the eagl. f11a;ht fore. r.­
load.d on the troop carriars, land.d at anothar pod­
tlon and ambuah.d the withdrawing VC forc:... A. a ra,ult 
of this IOObl1e and .ggreulva "gl. raac:tion forc:., the 
vc au.tained 12 kill.d and all. unknown number wounded. 

26. Comb.t a.c:onn.ai ••• nc:e 

•• Combat reeonnaiuanc. operaUon.. using lua11, 
highly trained unit. ara effectiva againlt 8quad or 
II11811ar al18 unita in VC/HVA. areal, and are capabl .. of 
coll.eting aeeunta and up-to-date information on larger 

------.-~---- -

enemy forc:as. It should ba .tandard prac:tie. to ule com­
bat rec:onn.i.a.nea b.fore eOllllllitting large forc:e. so that 
when conmitt.d, they heve increa.ed chances of engaging 
eff&c:tivaly. The .. oper.tions ara c:onduc:ted without pre­
planned landing .onea, without a multiple landing capa­
bility, .nd without dependenc:. on aertal luppraaaive firea. 
In addition to the miUtary value of suc:h oplrationa, they 
damonatrate to the guerrilla and the VC sympathizer that 
they have no unc:tuary. An airmobile combat rec:onnais­
since operation 1a a patrol. It may hava the ml.slon of 
rec:onnoitering all. are., of c:apturing priaonere or of de­
.troying .nemy personn.l .nd 'quipment. The assault 
foree, nOl:'1ll&l1y c:ompo •• d of 20 to 24 man a>:mad w1th 
l1ghtwsight automattc: weapons, 1& not capabl. of c:onduc:ting 
.ust.ined op.tationa. It .hould c:ompleta its ta.k on tha 
ground 1n 1.18 than 15 minute •• 

b. Organisation. Organisation of ths c:ombat rac:on· 
nailllanc:a unit is aa follow., 

(1) Comb.t rac:onnaislane. force. 

(2) Armed helic:optara for aal.etion and 
reconnaissanc:a of LZa. 

(3) Slic:ka for tranaportation. 

(4) Evacuation dreraEt for prisoners. 

c:. Conduct of the Oparation. 

0) llIs.d on the ne.d "to gathsr information, 
the combat rec:onnaissanc. unit h airliftad into tha 
LZ after the at'lll8d ships verify that ,thera is no Urg.r 
VC/NVA force in the araa. Th. unit rapidly aaarchas a 
l!mitad araa, quastion. the inhabitants, and apprshenda 
any suspac:ta. A.ftar spanding a rusonably ahort time 
in the arsa, the unit ia airlifted into another area. 
If contact 11 e8tabl1Bhed with a unit laraer than 1t 
can handle it h rainforc:.d or withdrawn. I!owavar, the 
(lontaet is followd up by tha neca.sary forc:. to da.troy 
the anamy. 
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(2) Thi, type of operation vas employed efhcuvaly 
in 1 Corp. wh .... after landlna in the initial ar .. , contact 
1131 att_bUshed with thr.a ve. 1'Yo of the VC were killed and 
ona c.ptllred. Eiaht hOIl ... flea ... cchtd and .. vard pound. of 
docuaumta found. Aftar pick up, a quick IIcan of the doeu-enU 
coupled with intenosation of the pr180nar indicated that the 
at .. _. worth a "Ilond and IIIOra thorough search. The unit was 
airlifted into a na" at .. on the Opp0l1t8 lid, of the villase. 
J.aain. the unit Jlll.de contact kUUna ona Il101'8 ve, lIOunding ona 
and capturing •• van. Th, documeftt! carri,d on the daad va 
revaaled the lntelUsanca network and namn of infiltrators 
within eha di.trler headquarters. Th' IInit and itt priloners 
ware asatn picked up and racurnd to the naaina aua. Th, 
total tiDlt t;.hat had alapaed fl'ODl takeoff until rerum wal ona 
hour and tan minutea. Th1a axample pointa out how a lmall forca 
can ba ulad affactively to acMava III&jor raaulU in information 
aathuina. 

21. Ralnforc_nt 

The ra1nforc_nt million iUUltratel how the fundamental 
procadurel for an airllObUa alaault and an 88,la fll.a;ht mia­
don CaR provide the badl for an effective Itrike force oper­
ation. An axampla of tha flexibla rdnforc_nt capabUity of 
airllOblla uniU _a damonatrated in RIc Lieu Province durina a 
learcb end deatroy million. The operation _a initiat.d by a 
coordinatad allault of ground .nd airJlObll. unitt. WhUa tha 
oparation _a in proareaa, a Mohawk raconnaiaaanc. aircraft 
report.d unuaual NOV .... nt in an ar88 40 kilom.tera from the 
batUa ar... The cOllllDllndar t.udiataly d1apatched an a:nad 
haUcoptar platoon to invntigat. tha mov_nt and ord.r.d an 
a.,l. fUaht forca airborne to be avaU.ble ahould cont.ct be 
eltablllhad. Upon antarina the n.w araa, the a:nad h.Ucopt.r 
platoon ancountar.d two platoona fro.. a VC mein forca unit 
croaling an op.n fi.ld. WhU. t.king th. VC unit under fire, 
th. atlUd platoon ancount.rad additional atlll8d p.raonnel in 
and around a _11 haml.t 1500 _tarl away. The ar.ed. platoon 
_a inetructed to d.termf.n. the flanka of tha unIt, and find 
IIcur. an LZ. Tba c_Ddar amployed tha a.,la fllabt forca in 
tha LZ n88r tha lar,ar body of VC troopa, aDd it quickly II.Bda 
h88vy contact. In anticipation of thia, the co ... nder bad 
orderad the orl.a;lnal uniU htracud fro.. tha first ar88 and 
tha .. lactiOR of aavera! Iandina IOReI locat.d to lao lata the 

VC units. Fire support aircraft vara obtain.d and 12 11ftl 
vera all.ployad for the envelopment of thl two VC battaliona. 
The VC auffered 238 k11led (body count) and 250 wound.d. 
In thil eumpll, the ori,ina1 op.ration 11'&1 initi.t.d by 
convantiona1 ground and airmobile forces. A lucrativa 
rar,et was developad by en .. gla flight forc., and the 
tar,et 11'&1 destroyed effectively by mlllUple, reinforcing 
airllObUa aaaaults. 

SECTION VII. SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS 

28. Ganeral 

Search and dutroy operationa ara conducted a,ainst 
anemy fore ... nd inltallations. Thay can ba conductad 
inside or outs ida of a unit'a tactical araa of reapon­
aibiUty (TAOR). It 1nclud •• both cOJllDitted tnd rtl.ryl 
unita. 

a. The primary objectivaa of aeareh and deatroy 
operatione ara to find, fix and daltroy the .nemy, to 
deatroy or •• 1IIe h1& equiplHlIt, foodltuffa, medical 
aupplial and base areal I and whenaVlr poealbla, deatroy 
hla political and military infrastructure (hia local 
or,ani.18tion at provinca, dlarrict, vi11a,e and bamlat 
1.vel). An additional objectiva 1& to k.lp tbe anl1ll)' 
On th. move and diaperlad, to prav.nt him frolll planning, 
auambUna and axaeutina op.rations on hh own initiattv •• 

h. Moat oparations art cond\lCted without detaUtd 
prior inforlllltlon of tbe VC/NVA, and tha cODlllandar IIIIlBt 
produce n.c .... rHy h1a own int.l1l.a;enee II he ao", It 
h abundantly claar that sW8ap op.rationa, that h, IDOvina 
qu1ckly throll8h an .rea without diligant aearch, art not 
produettva. The VC are trainad to sidattep such opera­
tiona, PIIlntain lurv.Ulance ovar thalli by the UI. of local 
8u.rr111al, Ind wait for an oportunity to atrika and d.­
Itroy detached amall all1lllntl or largar forcal whOle 
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guard i. down. Thus, the succe88,of offen. iva operation. to 
deatroy VC forces depends upon finding the enemy and an~ 
gaging him with 8uper10r Eoren. It follows that infor­
mation 1llU8t be gathered from evet'y eanedv,ble 80utee. 
Thera are three lIIIlin '01.11"(:$&, and all tlu:.a should ba 
used Bimultanaoully and eonttnuoualy whenever po,liblsl 

(l) Combat reconnaissance. Aggr ... l.vI, (lOft­
tinuoua combat rIICOnnaiUaMIl is essential in all oper­
ation", Saturation patrolling by platoon.-sisa or evan 
..... 11.1" unita, dther on foot or deUvered by heUcop­
tel", is a pd .... Sourc8 of tnfor'lQ!;tion. Platoon-Iua 
heliborna reconnaiBsance el .... ntl should reconnoiter all 
populated arn. and likely .nem)' concantl:aUon points 
w1thin a wida radiu8 around oparat1118 unitl. 

(2) Locally available inforDllltion. Th. beat 
Bource of aecurate information exists at provinca, dia· 
trict, villaga, RP and PP levels. Clo .. liaison and 
frequant visits to appropriau officiah and ccmmandau 
can raault in milch acCurate and uaaflll information. 

(3) Aerial sUI'Ve.111anca and Uraet scquisi· 
tion -- serial pbotography, infrarosd detaction, sida­
looking radar (SlAR) and continuou. visual obael'Vation 
all have proven their effectivaneaa in Vietnam. 

c. Thate are thru types of search and destroy 
oparationsl 

(1) Operations to destroy a VC/HVA base area. 

(2) Operations to deuroy VC or NYA main 
force unite. 

(3) Oparations to deatroy VC local and 
guerrilla forces and the VC militery/political infra· 
sttucture in a given arosa •• diatrict or province. 

d. During thlle operation. aacurity cannot ba 
providad for any appractable tilU. Therefore, civic 
action programa IIlIIst be limiUd to tho .. actions that 

will relieve suffering, luch && firat aid or evacuation of 
civilian injured, minimw:u replsnishment of deatroyed food 
atufh, and the avacuation of key local officials if they 
so duire. Civic action projects which may benefit the VC, 
be destroyed by the VC in the event they return, or which 
lIIIIy cau .. VC tepriaals, will not be undertaken. 

29. Operatione to Destroy Ve/NVA Base Are&& 

a. OffenSive operations sgainst enamy baae arus 
contribute to tha dsfeat of the eneill)' by causing h1m to 
IItOva and thus to exhaust t1me. snd supplies. Such opara­
tions should uncovar .nd deltroy the logistics base iUelf, 
including shelter, training areas, snd cOllllland poaCl. 

b. Sinca inatallationa in en'l'l)' base sresa invari­
ably sre completsly camouflaged snd protected by security 
troop. and booby trapa, operationa again.t thaaa targets 
must involve a thoroU$h combing of the base area, organbad 
by tha estabUsbJle.nt of a aeriea of a .. reh aonea. Foreaa 
aaaignad to aonn IIIl1lt be given full opportunity to cover 
each r;one thoroU$hly and alllple time and means to dntroy 
what they find. 

c. Operations against enemy bUe sresa should be 
rep.riUve, based on a carefully deaigned campaign of 
sustained ection whleh ult1maUly will dominate the balllla 
and render thelll use1el8. 

d. Limited operatlons against enlmy bale areas also 
are effactive 10 kIIIaping the enemy off balanc., denying 
hill. fra. utiUr;ation of aafa .rus, and forcing h1m eitbar 
to mov. frequently or to withho14 forc .. for the detanllll 
of bue complexaa. LoIl8 range art111ery, naval gunfire, 
fighter bombers, strausic bomber. and ll!lnd al\d IIIJIphibi­
ous rl1ds will hampar his operatioM, red\lQe hh foree, 
destroy hil morale and .. terially detract from hh abiUty 
to prollllcute tha Wlr effactively. 

30. Operationa to Dutroy VelNVA Main Foree Unit. 

a. The succeu of offensive operationa deaignad 
to destroy VC/NVA main forcss depand. upon finding the 
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on_y and 01l& .. 1n8 hfa vith superior forces. In those 
faw instances when n1iable info:naation bac<au avail. 
abla "'881'01111 the .he or location of autb • force, 
the opport\lllity should be a>q>loiud ~diate1y and. 
.unuive1y in eool;'dinaUon with appropriate FWMAF and 
RVNAF c __ nders. 

b. It auat b. eaphasiHd, however, that tho •• 
inatanen in whieh fira intelll.sence is available will 
be very rara. Therdon, acquhition of detaned 
inf_tion in the •• rly .t .... of operations 11 .uan· 
tial. In .t.o.t 8vn,. ca .. thh will inc:lucie a "quire_ 
unt for 'Urustve gX'O\lll.d recotlll.i",ance. Specially 
traiud _11 nconnaisaance unite, auch 81 the Delta 
Tellllls dhcu.ud on Page 76, should ba •• tabl11b.d. In 
molt 1115rances th ... uconnaiuuc:e \Illite "bould include 
ona or two Vietnamese 801diers. 

c. Scheaea of maneuver inharantly IWst b8 nexibl. 
to enable :lDaediau rnponao to any oppoZ'tvnity which 
pl'UII18 .. dIIhat and dntruction of tha .1'1 .... ,.. Rtstd1y 
pre_p1.nned schemes of maneuver, with succus1ve obj.c_ 
tives, by a forc. aovina in ona direction, wU1 faU 
llIIar1y a1wa,.. to fb: tha .n_y unl.ss the "fix" 18 .t s 
p1aca and. tlllla cho.an by the VO!NVA. 

d. The first n.p in ciastroyina VO or NVA lU.in 
forca units 18 to antrap or .ncircla tba ._y forca. 
It 11 not sufficiant, in IROlt ca •• a, to u.a onl,. an 
attackins and a blocking fore. __ IROn h required. 
Tb. VO on .. ny oCCf;liona hava sUpp.d b.tw .. n tha .. two 
forc.s, .scapina relatively unscath.d. 'rhe.refon, the 
vo fore." IROst U1<I1y rout .. of vlthclra .. 1",uu be 
coverad by Sround cClllbat .lemenu, .nd th. 1.88 lik.1y 
routa. of withdr.wal by lisht recormdaunca on tha 
ground, p1ac.d an extract.d by h.licopt.re, if avail_ 
ab1., in ord.r to 'xp10it tlAB and .pace advantaS.a. 

•• Onc. contact 18 .... d. co_nd..r. IIUst b. 
prapared to rapidly adjutt plans to ano",y !IOvamanU, 
and to altar Ichall" of IQIIn.uv.r to fix and d .. troy 
the .namy. At:tion mult b. quick, assrenlv. and r88-
pondva to the l1IOVeaent of tb. ve. In tbh altuatton 
mhaion-typa ord.ra ahould b. haued. to combat Units, 
thay DIIlst IDOV. with grut 'peed around, bahind and on 
the. flanke. of any locat.d VO forcs. ThiB will raquire 
bold and sklllful co_nd.rs at .very .chdon. Spa.d 
and dac.ption I1II1lt charactara. tactical IIIInluv.r _ 
and aU thla mu.t b. dona with atic\lloua attention 
to cO\\tinuoul proviaion of dr, artillery and whar. 
fallibl., naval sunfira support. 

31. Op.rationa to d.atroy VO local and suarr!lla 
forc.a and the VO miUtary/politica1 infraatruct\lra 

a. NOl'llBlly, op.ratione. du1gnad to deatroy 
local and guarr1l1a forc .. and the ve lIIilitary/poli­
tical infrattructure ara cla .. iH.d ae eluring opera­
tione or aac\lring oparatiollll deaignad to bring apacifi.d 
arell p'l'IIBnsnt1y under OVN control. In .uch cans tb. 
el.aring forc •• are to bo followad by pouc.. R.glonal 
and Popular Forc .. whicb, tos.thar with the cadre, ara 
intend.d to .11minat. tha .ntire ve organisation and to 
lubatituh tb.rafore di.trict, villas. and haml.t author' 
iti.a who are loyal and re.pon.ive to the gov.rnment. 

b. How.ver, baCllu .. the ve objective is to taka 
ov.r tha gov.rnmant at .v.ry laval through the sradual 
d.valopant of powarful local gu.rrilla and pol1tical 
organisationl and b.cauae th .. a local organisations pro­
Vide intellig.nc., tactical .upport end r .. ourc .. to 
lIIIlin forc. units, it il aomatil1l8a noc ... ary to attack 
this local .tructura .v.n if there il no capability or 
int.ntion to follow up pacification I .... ure. (c1earina 
and a.curina:). 

c. Tb.rafor., aurch and d .. troy op.ration ... y 
be undertak.n whan ravolutionary d.velopment 1a not 
pOll1bl. in accordanc. with techniqu .. quite aindlar to 
cl.atina, which ara tr .. ted •• parataly 11'1 thie handbook. 
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d. US and Free world Forcell of epproximetely 
brigade size often mey be deployed into a province, or 
even a district, for sUlltainad opetationll ov~r 2, 3, or 
4 week periods designed to dutroy locd and guarrilla 
forcae and the political and military infrastructure of 
the VC. The techniques which are most effective in 
this connection are as followlI' 

(1) The tactical conmander establishes a 
bua from which he can launch quick reection forcell by 
helicoptar, by vehicle and sometimes on foot. 

(2) The connander, his IIUff and his sub_ 
ordinate ccnmanders establish contact with the locel 
province, district, htunlet and village officiala in 
order to obtain from tham moet recent intelligence on 
enemy sctivities and forcaR in the a~a. 

(3) Becausa tha intelUganca gathered from 
these sourcell ususlly will be incomplete, it is 
necessary also to conduct extensiva combat reconnais­
sance patrols. Battalions will be auigned areaa with­
in which companies, platoons and squads will conduct 
axtensive foot, motor and hel1borna patrols into arsaS 
identified by local offiCials as enemy concentrations 
or areas of habitual enemy activity. 

(4) US platoons and squads, or somet:i!nes 
companies, mey accompany Regional Forcas and popular 
Forces on local operations. This will bolater the 
morale of the RF/pF and provide them with the necessllry 
cOPllllunlcations for artillery and atr support. 

(5) In conjunction with local officials 
or Regional lind popular Forcas, hamlets should be 
lIurrounded and searched. VC officials, identified 
through prior intelligence or interrogstion, should be 
apprehended and turned over to GVN authoritias. 

(6) Saturation patrolling by sDlllll units 
over a long period of ti<lle will produce a number of 
slllll11 contecta. Intelligence acquired through thola 
contacts shoUld be exploited i1mlOdtately. After a 
weak or two, the intelligence picture in the area Should 
become reasonably c18lr and a number of prisoners or 
re11iel;',$ lhould be in hand. 

(n WhlneVGr a contact is l!I8de, a quick 
ruction by a larSe force should ensure destruction of 
the anemy while sustaining few friendly casll81tiee. 

(8) After 3 Or 4 weeks of such operations 
the followIng results should ba attained, 

(a) RF and PF aggreasiveneas should 
be increased. 

(b) Loeal intelUsance should be 
forthcoming in ever sreater quantity and qll8Uty. 

(c) 'l'he number of 81118.11 VC lIl_nta 
et hamlet end villese' level should have been deetroyed 
end the eROlY forcsd generelly on the defenaive. 

(d) Oportunitl.es to recruit addi­
tional RF/PF Should incrilaee. 

(e) Opportunitiell for civic action 
and p'ychologl.cel operations shOUld multiply. 

(f) GVN control should be Itrength-
ened through domination of the area at the lowest level. 

e. In tho type of action delcribed above 
most contacte will be with enemy sqll8ds and platoons end 
only rarely with COmpani88 or batraliona. Nonetheleu, 
this type of operatIon strikall at the heart of the ensmy 
ot"gan,-"etion and at his capability to conduct or support 
lucc88efully his I118.jor operations. Troops llhould expect 
a large number of slllllll auccuses. The cmnulstivs 
effect of tllia type operetion will bs as important or 
even more important then engagements w 1th a large enemy 
force. 
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SHCTION VIII. SECURITY OPERATIONS 

32. Saeul:'ity operations provide area reaO\Lre .. control. 
population, lJle and/o!:' ht.l"V&&C security and dafen •• of 
political an,d ecollOlllic cantan. TIa)' are conducted. 1n 
.upport of revolutionary daveloplUnc and nOnMlly will 
involve IllUltipla 8II1II11 unit actions. It includes formel' 
cl.al;'ina oparatione.-, 

II. Claal'ing OJHIrationa. 

(1) Clearing operationa ara offensive combat 
optlrat10nl conducted to rid an area of organt.ed VC/NVA 
lIIIIin foreas and eliminate parllllilnently the thraat of 
overt VO action tharein in preparation for •• curing opera­
tiona. (Saa paragraph 32b balow). US and other FIOO\.F 
w111 conduct elasrins operations in and around chair 
baae aren ami l;oJllllllnicationa cOlllpluea. or 1n other 
carefully selected area.. Aa a guida, an area ie con­
ddared to have bun deaud when VC!NVA 1181n fore .. of 
cOIlpe.ny~lIille ot Iatget lulve b .. n dellttoyed Ot ejected. 

(2) C1"r1ng operatione an con<!ucted by 
aaturatill8 tlul area with mobile frillndly militery forcas 
ovar an extanded p,dod with ellplulai. on amall unit 
patrolling, lulm1et searehel, offenllive ambualula and 
quick raaetion by larger unitt to exploit inteUigence or 
init1el contact. Extenaive oparation' are amployed to 
"take the night awey fr(1m the VC" end malta it unllfe for 
the VC to move and enter lulm1eta et night. 

b. Secudll8 OplraUone. 

(1) Secudna operationa, wbich uaually follow 
clearina operationl; au designed to provide ar .. , 
population, LOC and/or lulrv .. t .. curity in Ire .. which 
already lulve bean elund and undargoing nvolutionary 
development. 

(2) Military forces conduct operationa 
adJacant to and within tha area to provide a military 
aacure climate for tha accompl1aha>.ent of civil activi~ 
tieB. ARVN rsgular forcea and/or US/FWMAF will operata 
a88raBaively on the pariphery of the ena to prBvent 
VC/INA main forces from returning to intarfars with 
Rllvolutionary Development actions within the area. 
RF/PF forces rap lace rsgular forcas within the area and 
U81.111lf1 prwry responsibility for security operationG. 
Regional forc .. , operating under the control of the 
aactor cOlllll8.ndllr, activa1y seek out snd dutroy vc 
guerrillas and protect aansltive arsas and critical 
Unaa of cOOlllunications. Popular forcca, operating 
under control of the aubaeetor cOlllll&nder, provide local 
aecurity for vil1agas and hamlah and perform other 
local static tasks. In thue operationa, primary em~ 
phasis remains on lIIll811 unit activity, both day or night, 
to saturate the ana with patrola, ambush"" chackpoints, 
and outposta. Ultimately, many of the sacuring forcea 
will be replaced by National Polica. 

(3) During securing operations, comprehenaiva 
civic action programs should be conductad in eonjunc~ 
tion with 10cs1 offiCials and utilizina local GVN forces, 
The obJactivu of these programs are to :Improve the 
SoCiological and econo::mic atatus of the cODllllunity in 
ordsr to remove the caUS88 of insurgency and sacure tha 
support of tha people for their govarl'lll8nt, 

SECTION IX. RESERVE OPERATlCtlS 

Reserve oparations al:'6 thosa involving forc88 in 
training, forcas undugoing uhabi11tatlon, newly arrivad 
forca& undergoing Combat readineee preparationa, and/or 
alerted uaction forces. 
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SECTION IX. RESERVE OPERATlCtlS 
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SECTION X. POPULATION AND RESOURCES CQNTROL 

33. Objective 

The objective of e popu18tion and resources control 
program is to deprive the VC/NVA of the support of the 
population and the material rasources he needs to angaga 
in continuous warfara. Tha enemy cannot operate effec~ 
tivaly without civilian support. 

34. Population Control 

a. The Vietnamese have been u.ing individual Iden~ 
tification cards since 1938. Today. all persons over the 
age of 18 must be in pos&euion of an ID card. the 
present card ie laminaUd and contains e photograph and 
prints of the left and right index finger of tha bearer. 

b. Curfews are imposed only as necessary. &nd pri~ 
marily in &t6aa whete tha VC/NVA or supporters ata activa. 
Any penon having a lagitimate need to be outside their 
area during curfew houts, must be issuad a special cur~ 
few pass. Curfew violators ata aas .... ed to be insurgentS 
or supportets until proven otherwiSe. 

c. 'I'tavel permits in moat ateas Ste required fot 
any travel outside s petson's village or areS. These 
pumits may be hsued to individuals ot gtoUps, either 
on a one~t1nla buis or a milttple day buis usuaUy not 
to exceed 90 days. 

35. Enforcement 

a. To enforce the controls imposed on the popula­
tion, Il system of checkpoints is establiBhed on tosds 
and highways, rallrollds, bus terminals and atrlines. 
Along ths 2,500 mUes of wsterway. in the Delta region. 
tiver craft end assault bosts provide control. Mobila 
chackpoints, both land and water, ara astabUahed on an 
irregular basis to apprehend personnel attempting to 
evoid ot by.pass fixed checkpoints. 

b. Civil poHce ere mora suited. by tralnlna end 
experience, to conduct thh type of oparatton. Their 
normal police opllratton, 11'1 their own specific eraa, pro­
vides them a familiarity with the area and Its people. 
PoUce _y requirt IUPPOl't from. the mUitlry when Insur· 
genta or sympathllera are actively helligerent, but 
Slnerally, the 1I.ilitary b called in for IUPPOl't only in 
ca .. a where luperiority in manpower and atlllllmllnt b l'e­
quired for effectiva enfou_nt. 

c. US Forcea do not have authority or jurbdiction 
over Vietnamele nationall. On joint operationa, US mlU­
tary poUce cheCk only US vehicles and peraonnel while 
civil pollce check Vietna .... vehld .. and perlonnel. 

36. ReloU1"ces Control 

a. It il i""eratlve that th~ populace be controllBd 
If balie resourcel are to be denied the VC/NVA. Resour· 
ceS rtquired by the enemy to continue operationl are the 
SIIDfl .. required by 1nsursents everywhere. Critical 
tUIU are. 

0) Food. This includel anything ftt for hWIIBn 
conaUlllption. Molt of the food obtainad by the enemy 1a 
procured locally, either by "taxation" of the local popula· 
tion or fro. s)'lllpathlaerl and supPOl'tatl, or in lome c .... , 
grown by tha VC in l'alllOte araal. 

(2) Medic1naa end medical suppUel. 

(3) AtDIII, aumunltlon and axplolivel. 

(4) Clothing snd textile IIIltarlals. 

(5) Money. 

(6) Transportation of .11 typel. 

b. Varl0UI control procaduras havs bsen .. tabUshed 
to cany the anell,)' .cceaa to the resource. he naed.. Among 
them are inventories of material manufactured and shipped 
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from proc.aaon and importen. and IIIIIlntenanee of fOIma1 
racoro. of tha amount. of matntal bdng ehipped and the 
deatination. Upon arriv&l at the final de.tination, the 
good. fon invancol'iad -.gdn to inall" that there haa b •• n 
no Ion or pUferage. 

c. Food atuffe and clothing n'. rationed to prewnc 
delivery of than itel" to the tnem:y by local aupportUI. 
Polic8 allo gll«rd III,p1y dapota and atorase areal "hau 
such it_ 're atored. 

d. The 1!IOIIt affective 1IItIthod of rellOUl'e'. control 
employed by the civ11 po11ce 11 the ... rch of land and 
water vshiel... Critical it_ "quind by the VC/NVA 
are hidden by aympathi •• n Pld supporten in every !mag_ 
iqbla plaet In an attempt to PSI inapaction at chack­
pointa. Thot'Ough :rn.p.etion by land and rlvu poUee i. 
a tediOIll and painlltaking proc ... but it is neceuary if 
the ruourca. control operaUon ... to allce •• d. 

SBCTION Xl. OPERATIONS IN THE CENTBAL 
HIGHLANDS ARFA 

Tha cantral Highlandl aHa constitute. al.mo.t 50 
percent of the land mass of South Vietnmn. It h a rug_ 
g,d, mountainous 'na, with IUX1Jnwn elevation ranging 
fram 4500 to 7000 feet in the vindnity of Dalat and from 
3000 to 6(100 feet in the area _.t of Queng tlgai. The 
araa tlopn down ateeply to the contal plain on the 
east and more gradually in th .. weltam plataau, retulting 
in a .. trong contralt b'tween the .. horter, ,wHter, e .. t. 
ward flowing ItnlDlll with their .teep walled, nsno'W 
vaney" and the InOH llugg1ah weat ... rd flowing ItrtlDlll 
with their broad flat vaUeYI. All Itn .... ara _Uen 
and difficult to ford during the rainy 8ea100. Opera_ 
tiOJIII in tbb area differ greatly fr"", thou in the Delta 
end eOIBtal plalJIII beeau,e of thl difference' in tetraln. 
weather end population. (See relief IIII.p of Vietnmn, Figure 63) • 

• -.-~ 
IliJl 
D 

Figure 113. Relief Map of Vietnam 
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38. Characteristics of the Arell 

II. People: The hills and mountains are inhabi_ 
ted by Montagnsrda who are very primitive and, in many 
casas, aborigines (Figure 64). ''Montagnard'' is II French 
word meaning ''Mountaineer''. Generally speaking. these 
people are taller than the lowlandars and have II heavier 
muscle lind bone structure, a darkeJ: complexion lind rno>: .. 
prominent mongoloid features. Clochill8 varies from 
tribe to tribe. Usually the W<Ellen wear long skirts of 
dark material and may wear II short jacket or are bare 
breasted I the men wear loin cloths. They ltve in atilt 
houses. Their loyalty is given it".t to the family, and 
IIlIcond co the edba. Village life i. cOfilpletely Com_ 
munal. Word of mOI.Lth is their Dnly mBans of communica_ 
tion all their literacy rats 18 extremely low. 

b. Te:l'1'1l1n' Steep slopes, sharp cresto and narrow 
valleys cherecterize the mountainouo areas. Numerous 
ruorback ridgu run in all d1rctions and it virtually 
is impossible to follow them in anyone direction for 
more than s few hundred yerds. The forested areas of 
the foot hills up to 3000 feet have an unbroken continM 
uity of tall trees that form a donse, cloud canopy over 
the ground. The undergrowth is very thick canprising an 
almost impenetrable masa of sPlSller trns lass than 10 
feet high. intermingled with thorny shrubs and vines. 
Most streams are bordered by high, steep rocky banks and 
swift rapids and shallows are cornnon. Fording is possible 
in many places except during the flash floods which occur 
during the rainy season. 

c. Weather' In the highlands the southwest monM 
eoon season lasts from May to October. During this psriod 
low clouds and ground fog 11l1lit observation and seriously 
reatrict earisl activity. Cloud cei1ing8 are less than 
3000 feet about 80% of the time. Avet48e monthly rainfall 
is approx:lmate1y 13 inches. The aven8e high temperature 
ia 88 dosrees with an averess low of 55 degrees. 

• SAIGON PIO\lRlI 64 

7iYt.I~ ____ M' __ 

lht._ .. """"". 
,.q:... NiI11ISS .. oSmItl/ ~ 

• 1ilIJO.Ne1f6o'l1 
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d. M_t. 

(1) The .t •• , tura11l and. Una. junst.. reduel 
foot mobility. Rata of lUrch ia uaually fre- one half to 
two kilDlMltulI per hout' with frequent n.t ,top., Exper­
it:nea ,h.,.. that thIn is • undaney to OYerut1matl the 
rate of advance of col_. The _lint of rations and. 
aquipmant carded by the irul1vidual ,oUiu IIIUIIt b, COlI­
aldlred c.refully to prolons his ,ff..::ti.,. ..... 

(2) Wh .. ld..nd trlckad whie! .. 11'111 ba no. 
Itricud to the .. being R.b and tnil.. Bti4g .. in 
thill region ,re not capable of .upportlng heavy 10-.4 •• 

(3) The l:lmit,d. n_ber of luit.bl, 1.mlins 
lion .. require. urdu! and detaUed raconnaiuanee il1 
order to conduct haliboma operation.. Open .ru. Ire 
IClllllltime. covlred with auk ... 110 tru acumpll. which liar 
prohibit helicopter t.ndinp. Tbe higb altltu4, and _11 
landing .one. Hault in I "auction of helicopter lift 
capability. 

eo IncalUsancII Accur«ta. detaU.d .nd tWal)' 
il1foll:lU.tion about the veINv}. 1. difficult to obtain b.~ 
cau .. of the .p.r .. popu1.tion, bck of COllllluuic.tion 
f.cUiUe •• tendn .ud ditlt.m:a. involved. Infol.'lllaUon 
frail locd inlw.biuntl fnquent1y itI uun1it1ble .nd .itI_ 
leading bec.ula tha netival do not otanniUl t1M oX' dlt .. 
aceunta1y .nd lack f .. 1111dty in dlaUng with numbu" 
S.,11, lightly .quippt.d HCOI\DIias.m:e t_ c.pable of 
ltaying in tlw. at .. foX' long ,.doda of U_ ua p.rtie. 
u1.1'1y affletive. Such te_ can ob .. :t.'VI .n-.y .ctivity 
.nd 1'I1ay infomaticm to oved1ylng dX'CQft on • pre­
.n.npd Ichedu1 •• 

39. Planning Condd.nUODII 

•• COlIIb.t Support. 

(1) Artilleryl L1ait.d road nltl or cOIIpl.t. 
abaanc. of X'o.d. nauict _nt of .rtUl.lCY. Suitl­
b1e po.lUana an difficult to find, .nd ._t1M1 ellaX'a 

ing and leva ling il neeesaary prior to politioning 
artillery piaeel by halieopter. . 

(2) Air Support I Denlll jungle, low clouds end 
ground fog reatriet .ir support. The location. of friendly 
forward el_nea frequently are difficult to detennina from 
tha &11.', limiting the delivery of close supportlna fires. 
Units ahould plan the UIII of pyrothechnicl, panell .nd othar 
devicaa to mark thair forward podt1ons. 

(3) Helicopter Support: Landing .onll .re 11.ml~ 
ted in aize .nd number. Unit. ahou1d c.rry machetes .nd 
d01llOUtlons for c1 .. l'1ng or improving U. Ind chain sawa 
Ihould be kept ready for delivery by rope low.r.d from a 
helicopter. 

(4) COItItDUnicat10nsi Unit •• hould c.rry antsnna 
RC 292 (minu. tho wood.n _.It aection.) re.dy for rapid 
amp1acfllllllnt in a tre •• 

SECTION XU. OPERATIONS IN SWAMPY AND ltIUNDATED ARM.S 

40. CanaraL 

Opar&tlon. in swallPY and inundated lreas in Viatnam 
ganarally ara .aaociatad with tha Mskong Dalta •• thlt ra~ 
gion of Vietnam which lias south .nd west of the city of 
SI1gon which 11 laced with rivera, .treams Ind clnal •• 
Howaver, 10lIl8 of thsse SIms conditions sxiat along the north~ 
am coastal pl.m in small delta .rs.a. Rice paddisa com~ 
prise IIIOlt of the Dalt.. Two othar typu of ar .. s within 
tha Delt., tha Plain of Raad$ .nd the Mangrove Swampa, .rt 
traatad s.par.tely balow. 

41. Char.ctariltlca of the Delt. Are. 

a. Rica P.ddy Ar .... 

(l) Ar.a tuiU. Tha rice paddy land of tha 
De1t. i$ ths 1I!08t hs.vily popul.ted rural .rtl in RVNI 
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dwellings are found along nearly every waterway. Stream". 
canals and l'ivera interlace this areal treee and otller 
vegetation along the watarwayB BOIIIatlnea extend JOO macers 
on each aida. The land between the waterways 18 covllI:ed 
by rice paddies and during the rainy SeaSon then. paddiu 
are covered with water to a depth of one foot or more. In 
the dry season thesa same rice paddies dry up. 

(2) Movement capabilities. 

(a) Routes. There i8 an extensive network 
of rivera and canals uaeabla thl"oll8hout the year, and g8n_ 
erally capable of supporting cuft as large 8e landin8 
craft, IUchanized (LaO. Large rival' craft are confined 
to the IIUIjor e8n818 and l'lvara. Overhead hridse clearance 
and depth of waul' at high and low tida muac be considered 
in planning the ues of river boats. Auault boata can 
operate freely on minor canala only during high tide. 
Native aampana opente at all timas. 

(b) Cron_country. Troope ean maneuver in 
the paddiee on foot the year_round. Foot movement during 
the dry eeaeon averagee thrae to four kUometen per hour 
during the day and one and one_half kUOPIetera pat hour at 
night. During the wet season foot movement may be slowed 
by difficulties in croning cane Is; a eornbination of deep 
water and Itaep muddy banks may result in inluffieient 
traetion. Consideration of the tide is neeeaaary, even 
far inland, as high tide favorl boat movement, while low 
tide favon wading acron eanals. Several large_Beale 
operations have failed or have been abortad becauae the 
effecta of the tide were not conaiderad. 

(c) Hel1eopten. MOSt riee paddies in both 
the Wflt and dry $eaeon are potential landing or loading 
zonea. 

(d) Airborne. Airborne forcn can be eJII_ 

ployed year_round with few limitetiona on the she of the 
force dropped. During the Wflt Beason the water depth of 
the rice paddie. ahould be conaidered when selecting drop 

,on". If the situation requires it, drop iloneB can b. 
aaleered auteallfully iamadataly prior to the drop. 

(e) Doga. Doga lIB.y be ulld with good 
effect during the dry seaaon pal'ticular1y during aearc.b .. 
and night operationa. 

(3) Viet CO"l prectieel. 

(a) VC grelt1y enhanc.e their mobUity through 
the uae of Salllpanl. 

(h) hcanae of the denser of bd"l bolted in 
bltween tree lines durins daylight, the Viet Cong ptafer to 
Withdraw to auc.c"sive fortified poSitions when friendly 
forc.ee atteck. When necea.ary they will fight from onB of 
the many ".11 conatrucud defensive position. they have 
built throughout the erea. 

(c.) lII.rriers and mines ara employad ac.ron 
c..nall and etreams to protect Viet Cong poaitiona. 

(d) Minea and foot trap' are ueed elttandve-
1y throughout the area. 

(e) The Viet Cong uee guerrillae elttenaive-
1y a. ec.nening end diversionary forc... They c.uetourlly 
employ a l'ear guard to delay pursuing fore ... 

b. Plain of Reeds. 

(1) Area traits. Tbe 'paru population ia 80;at­
terad throughout the .mall hamlets at c.anal or 8tream june­
tiona and along the bank. of theae waterways. During the 
rainy sea,on when the entire ara. 1a inundated, the people 
ltvs in elevated boules or in eampan.. Even during tbe 
dry ua.on, the area 18 c.overed continuoualy with watel' 
varying from enkle to .houlder depth end blanketed by reeda 
end arssa one half to four and a helf maul'S high. There 
are, tre .. atattered alons the small number of eanall and 
stnalD8 in the ana. During the dry season many parta of 
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the IIrell resemble tile midwest pral:riee fcOIII the air. In the 
wet Ballaon it looks like II sea or large lake. 

(2.) Mov_nr eapabilities. 

(.) Routea. Only two major canals and II 
single road crOll tha area. Inhabitants normally travel 
by boat and aampan, often directly acro .. floodad fields. 

(b) Crou·country. The average ute of 
traval croaa_country by foot in the dry deaaon is Dna_half 
kilometer par bour. During the ratny season foot travel 
is not pouihle at aU in IUn)' plac,u. The sampan provides 
the fastest and beat means of travel. SwiDlllar support 
boats (SSB), wida shallow draft boats, can be used but nor_ 
mally muat be poled crOS8_country batau •• the reeds tangle 
in the propeller. (88ft p.ragraph 43, Small Boat Operational. 
Armored personne.! carders are moat val .... ble in tllla area, 
although freqll8nc stopa are necessary to cut the reeda and 
grasa from the tracks and drive sprockets. River assault 
craft are 11lllited to larger streams and canala. They are 
sometimes used to carry troops to the general area of oper_ 
ations but csn seldom be utilized to support an essault 
operation. 

(c) Helicopters. Helicopter landing ~ones 
in the Plain of Reeds are limited. 11'1 the dry season canals, 
end river bsnks roay bs used for landings. but in the rainy 
season troops must be loaded and unloaded from hovering 
helicopters. Csre must be taken not -to offload troops in 
vater reaching over their heads. Small boats can be lashed 
to the skids of helicopters and UBed to disembark troops. 

(d) Airborne. Airborne troops can be em_ 
ployed effectively throughout most of the srea depending 
upon the depth of the water and the seSSon of the yesr. 

(3) Fire Support. Moving artillery into position 
to support operations requires boat or helicopter tranapor_ 
tation and usually compromises security. Heavy mortars and 
artillery which cen be delivered by helicopter still possess 
the dhedvsntage of limited range for tha URually large 

area in which opuation. are conducted in the Plain of Rstd •• 
Naval guns can aupport optrations within range of the Mekong 
riwr. Tactical air aupport and araed btUcopter .upport 
are _It Wlaful. A ... ult boata or "..,.1'18 lIISy be Wlad to 
carry heaviar craw sarved weapon •• nd alllllUnltion. 

(4) Viet Cona pl'actic ... 

(a) HabU. Viat Cona unite liw in and fight 
from _11 aaapana duriDa tbt r.iny aeason. 

(b) VlAt Cona u •• the area for training 
b ..... U!:I.uheturing; .it ••• and reat aua •• IDIlst of which 
.ra locatad a ... r thl ClIIIhodlan border. 

(c) Foot troop. aacap. and avada by 80iDa 
undar wetar and breathing through r .. d. or by hiding in 
high gra ••• 

(d) Viat Cona Wle barriara and .dn •• to pro­
tect canala, atr ..... and rivan laading to their ".ecut 
baaaa". 

e. Hangrova 8wa.mp" 

(1) Area. train. Population 11 vary a,.raa and 
11 concantratad alol!l; tha shora line or at rival' and str .. 11 

junctiOl1s. Host housa. Are bunt on stilt. bae&uaa of tha 
wida variation of tha tida.. Faw paopla actually liva in 
tha _lip" Tu .. , vin ... axpo.ad roota and den .. undar· 
growth ara marks of the Klngrova SWlllp.. Swaap daptha, da­
panding en thl tida, vary froll ana IUtar of llUei to ana matar 
of IIIIId eevaud by two .. tara of Wltar. Tides cau .. river 
eurrantl to uwr .. diraction a. tha tid.a changaa. 

(2) HoY_nt capabUit:1aa. 

(a) Reut... There ara no road. 11'1 thl Kla­
grow. s.ra.p... Boata travaltna into thl a1:'a. dur1ng high 
tida can ba ,trandad at low tida .nd may heve difUeulty 
reaching; .bera. Sa.n. can antar the area f1:Olll the a .. 
only during high tide. Altbeugh tha .. conditions hamper 
tlctical troep landing;_, .avaral ,ucca .. ful landing_ hava 
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bean ..... de. LeNs end LeVP" can get cloUt to "hora only by 
following river c~nnel'" 

(b) CroS8~country. Foot mOV8ant is very 
dow. The average rate of foot IlIOvemant ia one kiloll\8cer 
pe. hollt, and may be only II few hundred metera per hour. 
Armored personnel carriers can operate in only II few part. 
of the Mangrove Sw.m~. ganerally around the edges. Sam­
pans and SSB .. are limited to the few streams and are Uke-
1y to be stranded at low tide. 

(c) Hal1coptera and airborne. Helicopter 
and airborne foren can be employed in maas only On the 
fringe area .. of MangrovII Swamps. 

(d) Dogs. Dogs an partially effective on 
stream banks. They aho can be uud in the swamps during 
low tide, but they tire ... ily. During high tid ... the dogs 
must be carried or placed in boats, 

(3) Fire support. The planning considerationa 
for the 1188 of artillery, morter and air aupport an simi· 
lar to those necesaery for operatione in the Plain of Reeds. 
Naval gunfire can be uud as tha MIIngrove Swamps in RVN are 
adjacent ta the seacast. Con.ideratian should be given 
ta the use of sasault boats ar sampans ta carry heavier crew 
served weapons and allllllunition. 

(4) Viat Oang practices. 

(a) Viet Cong dOlDinatll the MIIngrove Swamps 
and occupy JOOst of tbe villagu. 

(b) Thess anas (like the Plain of Reeda) 
contain .... ny secut base. for training, manufacturing and 
.tarage of war material, ho.pitals and rest areas. 

(c) Escape and evasion 15 normally to the 
,ea by sampan or by dispersion into th" swampa. 

(d) Hines, foot traps end mantrap. ar" 
used extendvely throughout the area. Abnoat every path 

and raute into the a""DIp. 11 mined and heavily trapp.d. 

42. Plannina Considerationa 

a. Throuahout lA08t of tha Dalta the tarrain 11 8uch 
thac IlIIIlll foreaa ara amp10yad ta dlvelop the licuatiOn, 
with IIIObUa ra •• rv.. for to_iement u required. 

b. Most oparation, ara allnd at encireling a SUI­
patcad Yiae Cong foree in a giWln ganaral area. Often the 
laek Of dilifinita intaUiganea l .. d, to the selection of 
tanain obJactivaa rather than VO lotationa aa control 
_.ural. All foreal IIIIlIt ba quick eo follow tha VO, 
Co ltaap pra.aura on him if pou1hle, 1n order to develop 
rapWly the 'ituation end fiX him in II killing lIone. 
Saeondary foro .. IIIra aaaigned blocking podtlona on 
both ,Wa' of 1fOOded canal linsa leading into tha 8ulpaotad 
VO araa. Than forea. 1!IU,t b, atrong anough ta with-
.tand a YO braakout atta.pt, particularly st night. 
Maneuver al_nt. uaually advanea along woodad canal Hnes, 
whieh offer very limitad frontagaa (generally l1111ited to 
platoon .ille on each bank of tht canlll). Por thia reason, 
it of tan it difficult to bring larga foreaa to bUr on YO 
poaltion. on both aidsa of the eanall. Tht uae of screan­
ina '!IOke laid by aircraft or artill"ry ... y pal'llllt flsnk­
b'g IIIOv_nU throu.gh the opan rice fields. 

43. Small Boat Oparationl 

e. Oanlral. 

In the Dalta region, '11811 boats ean provide a 
high dagul of IDDbility for a military force. They are 
Uled to pedonl military talka in 1II\Ich the lalQll mannlr .a 
ligbt trucke. 

b. Description of sll811 boau. 

0) Dong Nat Boatl, alao callad SWimmer Support 
Boatl (SSD). Tb .. a erl wida, shallow-draft styrofoa .. boats 
_lghi"8 SOO pound.. Their .cyrofoeuo conetruction 1IIBkes 
tbell. buoyant enough to prevent linkins eVln 1£ Iwa!llpld 
(Figuu 65). 
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Figur. 65 SotiJ:Der SupJXlrt Boat 

F1gur" 66 8o~on Whaler 

(2 ) IIonon Whaler. n. IIolton IIb.t.lu ban 
la-foot boat .-ith "-60 _chiD. IUD _unead 1ft tbe b ..... 
Tn. Ix>at Lf povencl by • 40 B.P. outboard _Ur (r1,Jun (6). 

(3) Otbu b<>llt, .. lid 1n Vietn .. ("'",r .. 67-72). 

c. Pla"n1q COlUldu·.tlO1'lI. !Ioat opotrations a ... 
balieally tbio _ •• otb_., ope ... tio"a vhich .. I •• paclal 
"'ft. to iDe ....... the 'p •• d of .,v_nt. lac.rel pi.nnina 
.holllcl ba .... d, aU ella && .. &ral selle. of _nauv,1Ir ahould not 
dapand l"lal,- 00 the Avallabla _tar rout ••• "aU an lD.-
unclad to U>c.r .... , not r •• trice the cholc& of rout ••• 
5_11 boau "o ... 11y an not .. lid •• fiaht1q v.hid ... 
Troop ... aually debark and fiaht on foot; boat e ....... and 
.. eurity fore •• r_1" vith the boatl. 
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figw'e 67 lAnding Ship InIo.ntry Large (l.sn.) 

Figure 68 lCM "Mike Boat-

Ftgwe 69 RAg Boat. S'ItAN/FCt! 

• 

Figure 70 COIIlmaooant 
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rieur. 72 Rb.r Pa.trol Boat. (PIll) 

44. Ceneral 

lnttldly it vu to.U.ved t~t tlnk. end .. thanlaad 
vehicle. could .... t be .... cI .Hetti_l,. 1 .. Vi.t ..... K ..... ".r. 
&trICe t.he alTtval of noo K&r1_ tank batnUOtl. In 196~ ."d. 
the IlTtv,1 of the flnt U.S. "....., tn!antl')' _thanl"d 
battdlo1l III lat. 196.5, tra"k ,"hid •• t.. ... bea" eoploy<ld 
.ute ••• fully _,.hllt th ...... y. COft •• '1 .... "tty, the nq"tn • 
.. nt f or • ...., ... d type vehlcl •• baa bea .. Intr .... d to •• ploit 
the Inha .. ant char.curlnlt. of track ".htel •• (Hrep_ ... 
_btUty and .bock eft.,a) • 

• .5 . 1 .......... tt .... . S ...... rat nota_reby chan, •• have bea" 
_de In tcu cOCICOIpt. of .-plo,-ent of • ....,"4 per_ .... t 
elll'Tl .... Ind cank., .1 ... Il .1 to the or,lnhaUon I nd 
aquip"nt of ... ....,t unlta . 

•• 11.113. The .on .uIU.,. hmovatlon h .. bea .. tIM 
u_ of the 11-113 a ... ·f1&bthta ".hlel.-, h. addlUort. to 
boot ....... " to n-ell'port troop. to .. batt I. ana, tn.,. ..... 
_p\o)"ld .. l1,bt Unk. nl ... tbe U .... of _ ... ted weapona 
to ... uroy thot enellY h. ClOM c_bat. Infantry rlda on or 
in the c:arrian .. ntll contac:t vtth tha an_y h .. de. then 
the tnfa .. try dt_" .. t. Canlan laad ti'l ..... ult. c:l.ar1". 
pati'la tb r ouah th undarbru.h a. thoty ao . Partlc:ularty ....... 
folla.a and .t ... int.at.d tanal .. ba ... da 1t _ra propi_ 
tloua. tn .. ny (:.11M •• for the tnfantry to ..-In .avnt.d 
a .. d a •• aule the .. bJ.ctl ... a. the canl .. rt datOtlollte antl· 
~nonn .. t .Inat and booby trapt. M·1l3 c:arrtara .-pt .. yid 
...... ult .... hld ... h .... be." -.odtfiad to add .ounta for 
H.60 .. china lun. and a protacel ... ahteld for the .... i'llc1a 
c_ndar. A .... hlcl .. thu. _dlfi .. d I. r.fund to a •• n 
ACAV (A .. ond c.valry Anault V.hlcl.). (S .. rta"r .. 13). 
Sand baal an .. Md a"tanth.ly dther on top of the ... Uclat 
or to I1na tb. floor.. Tha ... r.duce th .... rr.cta of "_y 
.... pon ••• a~ct.l1y a .. tl·t.Nt .1..... Tha ... chi .... to add 
... taht to tba ... hlcla in tha fo .. of und bel' ... at 1M 
... tshad asainat th pontbla dacr ..... ln c rou.country 
.obtllty. 
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b. Tanke. Techniqu8S of tank ea.plo}'IUnt ueed ln 
Viatnam at'a not unusual, but dut'ing many opuationa the 
tanks may only suppot't by fire due to trsfficabUity 
limitations. Gunnet'y techniqu8S st'e unehangad, but the 
majority of targets engaged are "soft" targets at very 
do .. range' OOO-SOO metau). Jlmnwnition basic loade 
have bun adjulted to includl more HE, cannhter .nd WP 
rounde tnltaad of armor defeaUng rounde. In SOlll8 units, 
buie 10lld' have eontained up to two_thirds cannistet'. 
In .. ny casts tenka have bun modifisd to provide an 
sxUrnal pedeatal mount for ths • SO caliber machine gun 
with .ome llj:ht protect iva shielding for the tank c_nd_ 
ar. (Sae Figure 74). This eonfigutation h perfllrred to 
the cupola fot Ule againat ground targets. 

c. Otganbation and Bqul.pmtnt. 

(1) Armored cavalry unita deployed to Vietnam 
have been reorganized to .dapt to local conditions. One 
balic change c_on to all cavalry unie. haa been the 
raplacement of authoctzad M_114 C .... and and Reconnaissance 
Vehiclas by M-113 cardeta. In many Cales t'ifle squada 
.nd support squadl have been converted to sdditional seour 
squsds mounted in ACAVs. The armond cavalry regiment haa 
subetituted M.113s for the tanka Within the a>:mored eavalry 
troops. 

(2.) Tank end mechanizad infantry battalions hava 
made no significant changes in organiastion or equipment. 

46. CapaMlitiea. Armor capabiUtiu &igntficant to em· 
plO)'1ll&nt in Vietnam include I 

•• Heavy firepower. 

b. Off road mobility. 

c. Bl\ttlefiald 111 ...... ination. 

d. Leuer vulnetebil1ty to anti-petaonnel min .. and 
booby trap" 

e. Laeeer vulnerability to entln)' ambUlh. 
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47. L:l.dtatlonl. AOIIOr unitl operatina in Viltnall IU 
ILmitld by: 

I. Vulnerlbil1ty to In...,. Inti-Unk lIin ... 

b. ~rOul water ObUld .. , Ind Haited ClplCity 
or narrow bridgll. 

c. Reducld crOll country _bUity dvrill$ tbe vet 
'1IIonl. 

48. Plarmilll COUlld.rationl. PI'nning for Ir.)r ope­
rltionl in Vif,tnIII .bould C011Iidlrl 

I. TrafficlbUity of thl Clrrain. 

b. En..,. lIina cbrelt. 

c. HIIIlI of lind nlvigltion Ind control. 

I. FOl'llltionJ. 

f. Bil1tlii)' lUlbush thrllt. 

g. Rlquirement for Ind IVlillbiUty of brldainl. 

49. Sll1ent 11"01ll lumld fro. IrI*Ir operltionl 1n 
V:Letllllll hiahUaht thl fo11ow1na U,.: 

I. Whln crolli", arl .. of _rainf.l trafficlbUity, 
... intain 1,IId and avo1d tuek1ng Ind tumins in tbe I_ 
lrel of thl ,"hiclal ahead of you wIn. 1n a known Inti_ 
tank lIIillld Irea. 

b. Be prepared for ntlnliVa field Ixpedilnt racovary 
Ind IIlf-rlcovary. Obtlin lona; clblll, Q.patlll kin ICQ. 
and tra:l.n ill thair usal. 

c. ~itiOil bade l.,.d. for tank. Ihould bl Idjultld 
to include predoailllntly Inti-peuollllli roundl. 
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d lie alert for traffieabiUty indleatora. For exa!!lpl~ •• rica paddy in which water buffalo ara movina 1s uaually trafficable for M~113s. 

SECTlON XIV. DEFENSIVE CONSIDERATIONS 

50. Ganeral 

WhUa continuous emph.l818 must me placad on offe~~ t bliaiuunt of sound defensive poe ~ sive operation., ~8 a PI t and exec-ution of tha defense ~:~I b~S f~:~~:i~a a~ pr:~d:S for npid reaction to VC 
attacks. 

51. Considerations 

The best dafenB8 is offenaive actionl a aerie. •• d mbuah sites should be established in ~:p~~t:~8~:B·t ora shortly after dark. Dur11 d~~l~:h~_ saturation patJ:olllng ali well 8a outpoatB S ou ployed. 

b Defensive positions muat prwida all around pro. tactio~ with th capabiUty for hraPid~Y :ed~l~;:B f~;e any lo<::stion around 0):" Withi~f t • :~~l': ~lS is aspOl.::!.l-In defendve concentrations ,pos • I)' i",portant in temporal'), peri_tera. 
For fixad and aemi.fixed installations barbad wira ~;rriers (concertina, single and double apron ~:n~a, ~~~~: ~~:~!I~:~~~: ;~/:~~~~~c~:;;!E;~d ~:~:~!::::!~~!:~, ~~: ~~~~~~~r~ec~~~~;U~:n:o~Q~Pend SQle~y on the physical barriers placad around the instellation. 

d Trenches should be dug in a zig-sag pattern be. tween bunkers. Grenade sumps are required in trenches. 
B kera by the nature of their fbed positions, are m:~t v:~nerai,le to infiltration attack, or attack by 

direct fire weapoNl. Bunkars IUIlt be lacat" at leut 50llletirl behind the inner barrier wire to reduce the damase frOlll va tIIIplaced Cla)'lllore minu and to prevent band grenadla fr .. reacbing them frOil. pol1t1ona outaide thl wire. All bul\urs IIhould bavs reinforced ovarhead coval' cepabla of withstanding the .ffacta of !!Iorter fire. Tha)' Ihould be caDIouflaged, if pOlllible, to incraase tbe probl_ of idlll.tifying th .... at night. Bunkers IIhould, whenever pOlaible, be mutually supportill8. 

f. 01a)'ll101"8 lIIines, 8IIIpiaced i".ida the barrier wtre for ccallnd detonation, are 1II0lt effective «gainet per_ 1I0nnel. Improvbed flame devices, aueh as the electrical­ly datonated "fougallae", alao are effectiva. 
g. Tha H79 arenada launcher ia affactive in covering daad llpace in final protective firea clo18 to the edse of the dafanaive per1metar. A claar field of fire IllUst be obtl1ned to avoid pr ..... ture detonation cau.ed by roundll etrlkina branchee or limbll. 

h. A wall coordinated illumination plan tia:hd)' controlled by the c_nder muat be daveloped in order to prevent indi.criminate UIS of il1\l111ination. Improper illumination l1li.)' reveal frlandl), forces and delenatve politiona to tha ve. 

i. Locate guard or re.erve forcea throughout the internal area to cOUlhat .... 11 unit infiltreCiona. A plan to utilize r.aerve forees to prevent or repel ve penate. tiona of tha perimater muBt be developed. Thil importent fund_ntll 1 ... on WIl. learned the bard way by the vaUant delandar. at Camp Bu Dop in July 1965. The ve attacud with two battaUons and lIucceeded in penetraUng the north_ welt COl'ner of tbe camp. hom thU po.ition inaide the coapouncl the va fired into the buu of the delandeu .nd inflictad heev» cesualUts. This lituation could have bean prevented if e reaerve foree had heen constituted and cCDllitted to repel the VC penetration. 
j. EatabUlh multiple lUena of c_nicetion with bUnkera and internal lIecurity posts. 

'" 

d lie alert for traffieabiUty indleatora. For exa!!lpl~ •• rica paddy in which water buffalo ara movina 1s uaually trafficable for M~113s. 

SECTlON XIV. DEFENSIVE CONSIDERATIONS 

50. Ganeral 

WhUa continuous emph.l818 must me placad on offe~~ t bliaiuunt of sound defensive poe ~ sive operation., ~8 a PI t and exec-ution of tha defense ~:~I b~S f~:~~:i~a a~ pr:~d:S for npid reaction to VC 
attacks. 

51. Considerations 

The best dafenB8 is offenaive actionl a aerie. •• d mbuah sites should be established in ~:p~~t:~8~:B·t ora shortly after dark. Dur11 d~~l~:h~_ saturation patJ:olllng ali well 8a outpoatB S ou ployed. 

b Defensive positions muat prwida all around pro. tactio~ with th capabiUty for hraPid~Y :ed~l~;:B f~;e any lo<::stion around 0):" Withi~f t • :~~l': ~lS is aspOl.::!.l-In defendve concentrations ,pos • I)' i",portant in temporal'), peri_tera. 
For fixad and aemi.fixed installations barbad wira ~;rriers (concertina, single and double apron ~:n~a, ~~~~: ~~:~!I~:~~~: ;~/:~~~~~c~:;;!E;~d ~:~:~!::::!~~!:~, ~~: ~~~~~~~r~ec~~~~;U~:n:o~Q~Pend SQle~y on the physical barriers placad around the instellation. 

d Trenches should be dug in a zig-sag pattern be. tween bunkers. Grenade sumps are required in trenches. 
B kera by the nature of their fbed positions, are m:~t v:~nerai,le to infiltration attack, or attack by 

direct fire weapoNl. Bunkars IUIlt be lacat" at leut 50llletirl behind the inner barrier wire to reduce the damase frOlll va tIIIplaced Cla)'lllore minu and to prevent band grenadla fr .. reacbing them frOil. pol1t1ona outaide thl wire. All bul\urs IIhould bavs reinforced ovarhead coval' cepabla of withstanding the .ffacta of !!Iorter fire. Tha)' Ihould be caDIouflaged, if pOlllible, to incraase tbe probl_ of idlll.tifying th .... at night. Bunkers IIhould, whenever pOlaible, be mutually supportill8. 

f. 01a)'ll101"8 lIIines, 8IIIpiaced i".ida the barrier wtre for ccallnd detonation, are 1II0lt effective «gainet per_ 1I0nnel. Improvbed flame devices, aueh as the electrical­ly datonated "fougallae", alao are effectiva. 
g. Tha H79 arenada launcher ia affactive in covering daad llpace in final protective firea clo18 to the edse of the dafanaive per1metar. A claar field of fire IllUst be obtl1ned to avoid pr ..... ture detonation cau.ed by roundll etrlkina branchee or limbll. 

h. A wall coordinated illumination plan tia:hd)' controlled by the c_nder muat be daveloped in order to prevent indi.criminate UIS of il1\l111ination. Improper illumination l1li.)' reveal frlandl), forces and delenatve politiona to tha ve. 

i. Locate guard or re.erve forcea throughout the internal area to cOUlhat .... 11 unit infiltreCiona. A plan to utilize r.aerve forees to prevent or repel ve penate. tiona of tha perimater muBt be developed. Thil importent fund_ntll 1 ... on WIl. learned the bard way by the vaUant delandar. at Camp Bu Dop in July 1965. The ve attacud with two battaUons and lIucceeded in penetraUng the north_ welt COl'ner of tbe camp. hom thU po.ition inaide the coapouncl the va fired into the buu of the delandeu .nd inflictad heev» cesualUts. This lituation could have bean prevented if e reaerve foree had heen constituted and cCDllitted to repel the VC penetration. 
j. EatabUlh multiple lUena of c_nicetion with bUnkera and internal lIecurity posts. 



'" 

k. Thara IIIIlt b, • 111.1_ of aov_nt ins1dl the 
per:blatar ,ftu dark. If firing of w •• pon. or Ixploliona 
of srlna", oceur inaide the parirHhr (not frCIII. proteetiva 
bunkera or firing pita) .U personnel not in protactive 
poaiti01l8 ahoulcl "frae.e" in a firing position. Anyone 
tunning or Dovina about .hou14 be eonsidered anemy. 
Sisnd. lIII't b, Uled. to idantify frierully couRterattaclt 
fore .. , Aftal' firing ca .... conduct a lweep inside the 
parbutlr. 

1. Dlapanl by perla"nel, weapone and aquipunt In 
ordar to avoid ezc ... iv. 101111 •• 

1110 'It. chain of cClllllBlld Within .11 unitl IIWlt ba 
nflnlld to pteelucifl co.fudon r .. u1tina f1' .... kay paraoanal 
bee_ins ca.valU ••• 

n. ErIIIIrgency plafUI to rattora c_.111ications, to 
provide .ute.1 aid and to 111111,11'1 unintanupted dehnel of 
the ,lrll lIII.t be d..,.lopa4 and rlhtar .. d. 

o. Se.rch civilian worker. upon thair d.epenura frOli 
the i!mcdladon to prevant r .. oval of arDIII, ..unition or 
othn proparty. At'aa' what'a par.onnd were working _t be 
.",pt to ~ove _rur .1gl1l _placed to locate bunken, 
aut_tic ""POI1l lit .. , or other .aI1.l1t1va ftxtur .. for 
unfriendly forcea outside the inataUation. 
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sufficient to counter VC daylight reconnaissance. one 
system ta to OCc.upy a poa1tion on the first night, opel:­
ate from it the following day, and displace. to a new 
position at duak of the second night. Complete neon­
naiusnea of the sacond position is usential. 

52. Santry DOg8. Sentry dog unite Sl"8 amployad to safe­
guard lnstallatiQns against unauthorised antry. Hach dog 
is trained to use ita keen ... nae of hearing lind ulel1 to 
alart ita handler to the presence of hUtllllns and animals. 
On order from the handlar, the sentry dogs will attack an 
intruder. Gua>:d duty tours for santry dogs should be 
about four hours long, cov.dng a post of approxi .... tely 
200 _teta in lenseh. Rotation betwean guard posts shallld 
be on a regular basis to prevent the dog from bee_ing 
overconfident and leu alert in familiar surroundingS. 

''"".'"'' 
Esrly, detailed snd continuous acquisition of intel· 

ligance information in all operations will faclUtatll the 
application of IQIIximum combat powllr at pracisa t~S and 
p1acBB, utilizing fully the t~ and space advantages our 
gre.ater mobility afforda ua. The succeas of military 
operations in the counterinaurgancy envirolUll6nt of Vietnam 
dspanda upon the epplication of old and new tactics and 
tecbnlquu .- in bold and imaginative waya. Theae muRt be 
improved constantly to bring the enemy to combet reput­
edly and inflict heavy loaaas upon him. 

CHAPTER 5 

COMBAT SUPPORT 

INlRODUCnON 

The mbaion of all US militny aviation in RVN ia to pro­
Vide aupport for the counterinsurgency effort of the Republic 
of Vietnam. Tectical air aupport, armed heUcopteu, artil_ 
lery and naval gunfire have proven extremely affective against 
the Vlat Cong and North Vlatnam .. e tJ:oops conducting guarrila 
warfere in the Rapublic. Aa e conaequeRce the anamy has 
learned to Uka full advantage of lnadequactas in fire support 
planning and to exploit tha limitationa placed On fire aupport 
by Lad weather and poor vhibiUty. A number of affactiva 
techniques for the amploymant of CODlhat support maans are 
dhcuaaad balow. 

SECTION I. AIR SUPPORT 

1. Genaral 

Air power in all ita forma play. a vital role in th. 
Vietnam war. and hss bean a.dgned a variaty of taaks. Some. 
of the .. taska are adaptations of role. and mhatona which 
have bean ear.ployad previously. For one, the fr8quant and 
deadly attackl by Stratagic Ait Command I s B_52 bombel:8 hlva 
made VC installationa 1n format Bafe havena vulnerable and 
lucrative targeta. 

2. Tactical Air 

a. MiBaions of Tactical Air. The primary role of tac_ 
tical a1r in Vietnam h to provide dose air suppoJ:t for ground 
forcu and to atrike enll2Qy concentrations, enCalipIDentl, for_ 
tification., storage are .. end J:outeB of cOllalunicat1on and 
supply. Other mhsions inclUde aerial raconnaiusnce, auault 
aidift. interdiction, and counter air when required. 
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b. To aecomplhh the mission of taetical ail' numerous 
type. of 81ur«ft han b.sn introduced into Vietnam (Figura. 
75-95). 

c. Mobility and quh,k reapon.8 ar8 key elements of the 
tactical ail: conc:ept, The ability to 1IKlV8 quickly and. forea­
fully 11 n •• dad to ke.p the anemy from succanfully mounting 
1arS8 scala attacks or finding 8ah have.,. for his activities. 
This 18 ao:.compliabad by • network of wen_diapered fore .. and 
b •••• coordinatu by • tactical air control .y.t .... daa1gned 
co provide support for ground fore .. at a IIKIIUntB notic •• 

d. In Vietnam, tactical ai. power 18 relied on to aecom_ 
pUah • numbar of miniona. SOIIUI of th ••• atel 

(1) Providina close support to ground troop. _Sain,t 
praplannad ta'tgaU or targets of opportunity. The environment 
of SVN of teD 1' •• tr1<:tl 81'ouno lIov.ent and requir •• that maxi _ 
_ tactical air p~l' ba raapo1Uliva to dettl'oy an eluaiva en""",. 

(~) Findina and anaagina the enemy beyond tha unaa 
of gl'oun4 penetntion. TIIh type of tactic h employad to 
raduc. the anamy's capability to infiltrate or move suppliea 
through areall othanh. ineec ••• ibl •• 

(3) Movina ground troopa into battle ",hel'avar the 
enemy can be found. Thil miuion is aceomplhhad by taetieal 
airlift to ramote airfieldll wh'l'. troopa can b. introduead into 
battl •• 

(4) Conductins air atrik .. againlt landins area. 
f01' future operations. Landing al'e88 are limited in many 
parta of SVN and. ara often vall-d.fendedl thua thl Uliuion of 
s.tutatina a proposed landina aral for troop. 11 an impol'tant 
ona which 18 earriad. out by all typas of tactical aircraft to 
lIupplecaant ground. fire aupport or to replace it whan tha 
aituation and l'anae prec1udas ule of gl'ound. fire auppol't. 

(5) Providing close air lupport to ba .. c ..... p •• land_ 
ing areal and defensiv. pOlitions that the enemy IIttempts to 
ovel'run by hlllll8n wave type attack.. This typa of clola support 
haa bacome c""",onplaca in SVN and has asahted greatly in the 
d..fan .. of luch area •• 
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figure 18 r-8 "Cruaader" 
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figure 18 r-8 "Cruaader" 



Figure 79 A_1H RSkyraider" Figure 79 A_1H RSkyraider" 
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Figure 81 F_HX, "Star tighter" 
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