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The VC foree In this example ts counterattucked with fire power while ambushes are belng eslablished on
all poasible avenues of withdrawal in order to cbtain maximum VC casualties. Note that the VC have eslab-
lished an atobush slong the main avenue of approach belween the reaction foree headguarters and the hamlet.
By not moving directly to the hamlet, the reaction force avoids this coramon ¥C trap.

Figure 5¢. Reaction to VC Attack of Hamlet




15. Convoy Operations
a. Plamning Considerationa

(1) No route I3 100% aecure. The VC/NVA can
prepara an ambush anywhere.

(2) Rapresentatives from the security and
convoy elaments, supporting artillery, and tectical air
should participate in the planning,

(3) Effective comunfeationa ara asaentta] for
successful convey operations,

(4) Convoys of two or mora aarials should be
commanded from a command and control (C&C) helicopter.
Thia affords tha conmander tha best means of contrel and
¢ombunication and enables him te remct quickly to all
contigencies.

{5) Convey escort and Teaction forces ars re-
quirad. Armorad cavalry elements, 1f available, are waltl
suitéd to both tasks. Similarly conatituted machanized
infantry aleménts reinforced with ranks are effective
also de an escort or reactiom force. In althar casae,
terrain and condition of the route detarmine the axtent
to which various trschad vehicles may be used. Heli-
born infantry sleoments should be & part of the reaction
force to enable blocking and fully destroying or cap~
turing the smemy ambush element, if the terrain conditions
mignt preclude accomplishment of this task by tha eacort
or armored reaetion fores.

(6) Tha.commander of the convey and the eommand
succession must be known by members of the convoy prior
to its departurs.

. - (7) "Vse of convoy route maps showing tha enamy
situation along routes in tha aréa is & velusble aid in
convoy planning. .

(8) Adir support is a necessity. The usa of
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column cover provides a definite detsrrent to ambush and
makes instantanecus rasponse possible whan cover includes
tactical air,

. {9) Consideraticn should be given to an Eagla
Flight of platoon or company sies, eithar on strip alert
er orbiting the convey, !

b. Preparation

{1} Sandbag the flsor bozcrds of all vehiclas to
leason the effact of mines on personnel. Stack additignal
sandbage againat the sides of trucks te provide protection
frem small arms fire,

*(2) Remove all side psnels from tha troop carrier
or carge section of vehiclas. Tail gates on all troop cax-
Tisrs should be let down, Conaideration sheuld be given to
the removal of all doors of vehicles so equipped, If seats
ars used, placa them in the center of tiw vehicla ae thet
troopa mit back-tohack and face outward, If no seata are
used, the troops should sit or lf{e in the bad of the truck
and face cutward, This provides coverage by fira fox both
sides of the read.

(3) Brief and rehearse all persomne) on their in-
dividual responsihilities and ducfes in the svent of ambush.

(4} All vebfcles should be equipped with tow ropes
or cheina, .

(5) Place the slowast vehicles at tha head of the
CONVOYE .

(6} Wrackers and maintenance vahicles should fol-
low all convoya.

16. Countersmbush Checklist
AT ALL TIMES
Expact an ambush - stay alert,
Rehsarse immediate actiom,

Do not sat & pattern.

BEFDRﬁ HOVEMENT
Foot and Yehicular
Examine all intelligenca dats
Raqueat mir cover.
Hake datailed fire support plans.

Coordinate movemant plan with all partlct-
pating elemants.

Reconnoicer ruut.u.
Plan to take an artillary forward ubael;v".
Yahicular
Sand bag vehiclew,
Designate convey command succemaion.
WHILE MOVIRG
Foot -and Yehicular
Maintain communjcatlon with all elements,
Maintain noiss end light disciplinae,
Use point, flank and Tear security.
Watch for minas and booby traps.
Foot .
Yary formations,
Kaap dispsrwed.
Move by bownds,

‘Kesp off roads and trails
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Skirt opsn arseas
¥Yehicular

HMaintain close and continuows contect with
column covar.

1F THE EREMY 15 DISCOVEHED

Uye available Firapower consiscent with size
of onemy force.

Call for rainforcements if raquirsd,
Flank him and attack,
Aumbush hie withdrawal,

Puraus,

SECTIOR ¥. AMHUSHES

17. Goneral

8. Current ssrvica manuala provide sound and detafled
guidance on the conduct of ambushes. BHacent experience with
wchyahes in Viatnam reveals that, all too frequently,
ambushes are well laid, properly plannad and correctly
poaitioned, but fail bacause of an error on the pert of a
singls fndividual.

b. Salacelon of the site is omly the first step in
the development of & well organised ambush. Ambush leadera
zust be capable and he provided with tha squipmsnt necas-
8sary to carry gut their assigned misaion successfully.
8quad leaders must be capable of calling in supporting
arma, snd be preficiemt in mathods of blocking escape routes
and utilieing booby traps, demolitions and punji traps.

18. Actions Prior to the Ambush

as Make a detailed map study, including uwae of
aerial photoa whenever possibla. Commit to memory the
Toute and terrain -- particularly those features which
will aid navigation. Confirm these tarrain features as
¥Ou Dass over or near them.

b. A complete, detalled rehearsal of the ambush
wust be conductad to eliminate exrors. Each member of tha
gnbush party must understand thoroughly what he is to do.

¢. Arrangemsnts oust be made for tha employmant of
all agvailahle supporting fires.

d. Movement to the ambush site by concealed routes
to avold detection by the VC or VC aymputhisers is ap~
asentigl. OGontact with civilians wust be avoided.

a. Blocking forces must be emplaced in conjunctien
with mines, beoby traps and punji stakes slong Likely
avenuee of escepe in order to inflict mexmivum casualties.

£, Repeated cccupation of the same ambush site must
be avoide Using savaral sites im the same general area
insures hetter coverage and mora effective rvesults.

8+ When a night asbush i» planned in conjunction
with or as part of a daylight sweep, it is advisable to
move through the ambush sfte prior to darkness and cone
duct a ground reconnaissancs. The sita should not be
accupind prior to darkness. .

19. Conduct of the Ambush

4. HMaintein lighct and noise disciplina In the ambush
aita, Do not pammit emoking. Fallure to adhers to these
basic practices is the cause £ tly of an ful
ambush.
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b. S8tress the fact that the leader of the ambush is
responsible for "epringing" the ambush. "Springing" the
ambush too early or too late leads te fallure or to
partial success only.

¢, Use a deffnite, clearly recognizable signal to
commence firfng, Prearrange and rehearse all signals
to be used. Heep signals simple, Thias sliminates con~
fusion and avoids premature disclosure of the ambush.

d. Place a heavy and accurata volume of fire Into
the ambush area, completely covering the killing zone
and escape routas.

e, Fira low to aveid overshooting the target,

f. Use all supporting fires such as artillery,
mortars, tactfcal alr and armed Lelicopter support.

g. Pursua by fire when tha VC/NVA jump into the
underbrush opposite the ambush party.

h, Quickly exploit and search the immediate area
for casualties, weapons and documents.

20. Night Ambush

a. The night ambugh deserves particular emphasis,
since most VC/NVA cperations ate conducted at night, Am-
bushes during the heurs of darknesz are more difficult to
contrel, but the lack of light or f{llumination adds to
the security of the ambush party and the confusien of
those being ambushed.

b. At night a small embush party generally is more
practical because of greater essze of contrel and decreased
probability of detection. The size of che parcy will
depend on factors such as the size of the unit to be gm-
bushed and the estimated enemy strength in the area. Scome
means of {lluminating the ambush site after contact must
be provided so that the area may be searched thoroughly.
Pre-planned artillery and mortar concentrations, handheld
flares or illuminaticn grenades can be used for this purpose.

Fig A

All mines are primad with nomwelectric blasting caps,
connacted with deteneting cord, except one mine, zs shown
in Figure B. Claymores are emplaced 1-2 maters back from
trail, carefully camouflaged, and sighted to provide inter-
locking kill sectors. Length of trail covered 1s limited
only by emount of claymores and detonating cord carried.

(A squad can eaaily cover 150 meters). Enemy may approach
from either direction, and che aquad lsader {position 2)
firex when the most lucrativa portion of ¥C column ig in the
kflling zone. {An added effect can be achievad with WP
grenades, secured by a clove hitch of detonating coxd be-
tween claymores). Detonating cord providea simultanaous
firing of all claymoras.

Fig B

ELECT, BLASTING
TAPE ~- z CAP AND WIRES

DET CORD T0 OTHER
CLAYMORES

Figure 51
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21, Special Conaiderations

2, The Claymore (M18A1) antipersonns]l mine has
proved to be a highly effective ambush weapen in Vietnam
(Figure 51, Claymore Ambush).

b. "Stay behind" apbusbes can ba very successful,
since the enety normally follows 2 wnit when it leaves
an operatiomal area. Time permitting, thess ambush
patrols should be prepared to remain in the ares for
several days and use deceptien tactics to conceal their
prassance.

SECTION ¥I. AINMOBILE QPERATIONS

22, General

A capsbility to emecute alrmobile operationa effece
tively is one of tbs major tectical advantages posseased
by FWMAF snd RVNAF. By use of lift and armad belicoptera,
well supported by ariillery and fighter sircraft, command-
oxe are abla to achieve surprisa and shock effect, to move
aixeable forces quickly over obatacles or long distances,
and to mass forces or weinforce a positien quickly with
fresh troops ready for combat. Threugh precise, detsiled
planning, aggreseive liafsen, and a complata underatanding
of the principles of sirmobile tactica by all commanders,
airmobile operations can be conducted successfully, Thers
are four types of airmobile operations noruslly conducted
in South ¥ietnam. They are:

(1} Airmobile asssult,
(2} Eagle Flight.
(3) Combat recomnaissance.

(4) PRainforcement.

23. Planning Considerations,

a, The complex natura of airmehila oparations In EVN
dictates that planning for tha afrmobila maneuver he
accemplished in considerable detail. Participants in this
planning should inciude represantatives from:

{1) Manauver and reserve elemants.

{2) Artillery fire support.

{3) Close Air support.

(4) Raval gunfire suppott {if required). .
{5) Avlation units,

b. Tiwely and derailed weather, terrain and snemy
intelligence informmation is essential to the succaasful
conduet of airmobile operations.

¢. Careful considaration should ba given always to
selection and use of multiple staging aveas, pick up and
landing gones, varied flight pacecerns, formmtions, and
alternate flight routss in oxder to kasp losses to &
winiomm,

d, With tha advent of ths CK-47 “Chimocok" helicopter,
the rangs of supporting areillery need not be a limiting
factor in ajrmobile opsrations. These sircraft enable the
commander to displace his light artillery on tbe bmttle-
field.

o. A well preparsd SOP greacly raduces planning,
loading and smecution times. These S0Fs should imelude
plans for the varying allowable cargo loads (ACL) feor
each typs of assault halicoptar smployed in Vietmam,
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24, Airmobile Assault
4. Genexal

An mirmobile wseault wakes use of preplanned
landing cones (LZ), 8 specific objective or saries of
objectivas to ba taken, a resarve elsment and the coor-
dinated use of fird suppert elemsnts (discussed later
in Chapter 3). Tbe aime of the mirmobile asssult forcs
is determined by the assigned mission.

b. Organimation. An airmobile force normally
consiats of the following elemants:

(1) A command and control (CAC) elemant
consisting of the air mission commander, airmobtle tamk
force commander, air liaimon cfficer, artillery liaison
officar, and a meaber of tha airmobile tsak forea ataff.
A naval gunfire liaison officer say be added when such
support is provided. This slewent will utilime the C&C
aircraft with ite special radio equipment to control the
entira task force. Once tbe assault element is on the
ground, the C&C element {s avatlable iomadiately to
provide addicional eupport and assistance mm may ba re-
quired.

(2) Sufficient troop carriers {slicks) to
11ft the desired number of firat phase assault forces.
Sufficient madium helicopters are nesded to mova artil-
lery iF the operational area is bayond supporting er-
tillery range. Additional forces normally will be ferried
inte the cembat area subsequently. Sse helicopters in
Figures 52 tbru 61.

{3) An escort elemant composed of fighters and
armsd helicepters which provide reconnaissance and have
the mission of protecting the fiight of slicke into tha
LZ. They alac provide protectiom by fire for the entire
force, As the enemy antiaircraft capability Increasas,
the use of fightar escorts also must be increased for
flak suppreasion.
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(4) A maintenmance aircraft crew to provide
on-tha-spot rapairs for dimabled aircraft. Tt is hacked
up normally by & CH-47 svacuation aireraft at tha stagiog
area, wbich cam alsc assist the HEDEVAC halicopter in the
remoyal of casualtiss and downed craws.

(5) A fire suppirt element, genarally ¥on calln,
which is composed of an O-1 aircraft with radie relay
capability, and s forward observer and/or forvard air com-
troller (FAC).

(6) Additional ground hesad fire support and
combat maneuver slements Lf they are available in the area.

{7) Radio communications squipmane for oparating
the typs commmication network illustrated in Figure 62,

¢, Conduot of an Airmobile Assault.

(1) Tha sirmobile aasault bagins with preparation
of the landing sons (LZ} by close air support and/or
artillery Eire. Consideration ahould be given under
certain circumptances, to genducting an casault without
praparation to achieva surprise. The aspaulring Infantry
are loadad at staging fieldm or picked up in the hattle
arsa from pickup sonas (PZ). Flight rourtas, release points,
landing headings, and touch down aress normally are pre-
planned; howsver, tactical devalopments often make it necaa-
sary for tha command and control aircraft to vactor the
troop 1LEt halicoptezs and gunship sscort imkte the LZI.

The srrivel of 1ift sbips is timsd so that there is &
minionm time lapas bstween the Lifting of L2 praparatory
fires and the landing of tha assault force. After thay
have raceived tha command to procesd to tha LZ, the com-
mand and control airexaft will relay the following infore
mation {if other than preplanned) to the Lift shipa.

HOHAWK HEDEYAC MAINT

&
CONTROL

/

SLICKS ABMED GROUND FIRE
UNIT

SUPPORT

FIGURE 62, Typa Hadic Nat for Airmobile Assault Force
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{a} Fioal approach heading,

{b) Touchdown point {may he marked
with smoke).

(¢) Heading and route for departure
from the LZ,

(d) Brief summary of condition of LZ,
including enemy and friendly troop situations,.

(a) Whare suppressive and supporting
fires will be delivered.

(£) Direction of attack or movement
from LZ.

(2) Tha direction of attack is monitored by
crew chisfe in the slicks; they indicate the dirsction
te tha assault foxce by hand and arm signale just prier
te touchdown,

(3) An the lead alements of the airmobile
force approach tha LZ, armad helicoptsrs provide supe
pressive fire whila the slicks are landing, unleading
and departing the LZ, Arxtillery fire snd air strikse
2lso may be made simultaneously and in close proximity
to sach othar. Flank suppression strikss may be ragquired
during the landing.

(4} The desired timing includes simultanscus
touchdewn and tzkeoff of all alicke with lexs than ten
naconds on tha LZ,

(5) As the first 1ift of helicopters departs
from L2, armed helicoptexs, tactical air, or artillery
can be usad to aupport ths greund force.

(6) The armed helicopters are used alsc for
reacormaissance and gurvaillgnce,

{7) Troops initially employed in mecuring an
LZ axe highly vulnerable to VC/NVA attack, eapscially
when the firat troop 1ift is small because of restricted
LZ. 1Ingure that all mmbers of the assavlt force com-
pletely understand the plan for reorganisation on the
LZ and the signals, such as thoss used Eor marking tha
agsanbly point with different panels, or colorad smoke
grenades, Keep in mind that often thers will be grass
or hrush highar then & man's head and that smoke muet be
cooxdinated with tha halicoptar unit. RNever use smoka
which marke an enamy position to mark asaembly point or
friandly poaition, Whetber the first airmobila force ia
dasignated to provids mecurity for the LZ or to assault
an objective from the LZ, it should:

{a) Sund cut patrols to search the perimater,
{b) Comaolidate the remainder of the air-
mobfle force inte & stromg point located off the LI or
objactive.
(&) The reserve force commandar must heep
abreast of the oparations so that his counterattack plans
address tha actual sicustion to which he mAy he committed.

{9} At the terminstion of the mission, troop
extraction is completed in the following saquencet

(a) Ground wnit secures tha area.

(b) Axmed ahips assume mecurity of the LZ
#s the grownd unit moves into pickup formatiom,.

(c) Slicke daploy to pickup formation
prior to reaching the LZ,

(10) Fire support for tha axtraction is fur-
nished by tactical aircrafc, artillery and armed halicop-
rara.

(11) Ambush o_f US airmohila forcas by the VG ia
a constant threat, Tha ensoy's capability to ambush pos-
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aible L7 in force can ba decreased by:

(a) Limiting and varying recomnaie-
sance of LZm,

(b} Condueting tactical air atrikes
andfor artillery preparation on the LZ,

{¢) Urilieing alternace LZs,

(4) Dacetving the VC/NVA &8 to the
actual location of the LZ by establishing a decoy 1z,

(e} vVarying techniquas by conducting
assaults with no praparation on occasion.

(£) Aveiding the moat likely lZ, or
one which vas uzed previcusly.

{g) Committing a maxioum mmber of
troopa in the LZ at one tima.

(h) Using random stretches of available
roads as LZs.

{12) In addition to the peinta mantioned, the
following considerations aleo may inflyance the ouccoms
of the oparation:

{a) Afrmobile operaticne im high canopy
Jungle, Troop ladders may be wsed for exiting of troopa
from CH+47 aireraft, wnginesera may he lowerad by use of
the forast penstrator to prepare LZs, and bomb cratecs
may ba wtilired as single ship LZs, 1In addftion, troops
trained in rappalling may wss thet method of exiting,

(b) On the ground time for 1ift helicop-
ters can ba reduced appreciably by training troopa in.
entrance and exit procedures (hattle drill} and prepa-
Tation and practice of varied loading plans and SOPa,
Uae asasult fire techniques or reconnaissance by fire
tachniques ¢n the nearsat woodline.

{c) Troop and eargo 11ft capability is
determined not only by type helicopter and the amcunt
of fusl on board, but also by meteorcloglcal conditions
and terrain. For emsmple, in the high plateau transport
helicoptexs can carry about 60% of the load possible in
the lowlanda,

25, Eagle Flight
a. Ganeral,

{1) As its name implias, the eagle flight la
# force capable of searching out and purmuing its prey,
attacking 1t quiekly snd violently, and withdrawing to
saak other pray. Eagle flight operations were davalopad
wapeciglly for flat, low-lying terrain like thet of the
Dalte whera lack of roads, great sxpanses of tnundated
land, vast networka of treslined rivers and canals and
widaly dispersed population meke fighting the YC/RVA on
foot a moat difffcult task.

(2} The eagle flight forces usually ace small
== vaTylng in size from platoon te company. Their em
ployment is chéracterized by lack of preplanned landing
vonas and acceptance of limited fire support. The
sffectivancss of an eagle flight unit depends upon its
ability to react and manauver rapidly in any combat
situation and to harase and diarupt tha activities of
¥C units,.

b. Organization, An eagle flight raquires essen-
tially the same elemants as an airmebile opsration
except that the eagle flight normally has sufficient
alicks for 1ifting the entire assault force in ona 1ifc.

¢. Conduet of an Eagle Flight,

(1} The assault force commandar orders tha
eagle flight forces aixborne when armed recomnaissance
haliceptears make or anticipate making ensmy contect,
or when a need arises for an immediate search of a
limited area. Tha sagle £light force dlso may be
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ordarad airborne and instructed to orbit at a apscific
location until such time ea 1t iz committed, Once com-
mitted, movemsnt into the LI follows the procaduras
outlined sbove for the airmobile assault.

(2) Prtor to landing at a designated LZ, the
unit commandar Ls hriefed in detail by the commkuder of
the armad ship alement on the direction the attack should
take, what ha will encounter to imclude the location of
enemy positions or terrain faaturas which might poss a
threat, and whare and how contact was initially made by
the aymed shipa. VFire support Eor ths assault iz pro-
vided by tha armed ships wntil tactical air support or
artillery bacomes available. The armed ships coms under
the opsrational control of the unit commandar aftar the
slicks bave cleared the LZ.

(3) When the mission is completed, tha sagle
force fs picked up hy the alicks and committad to
anothar area or raturned to the staging area. The
technique of deploying, striking and then redeploying
eo strike again was used svccessfully as a reaction to
® VG attack on a friendly hemlat in IV Corpa, Tha VG
hed positiomed an eastimated company south of the hamlet
to ambush the expacted reaction force. While recon-
noitaring an Appropridta LZ, tha commandsr of the opara-
tion spotted the VC ambush eite, izmediately called for
aarial suppressive fire, and landed his force nsar the
ambush, The VC ambush unit was caught complataly off
guard by thia maneuver and attemptsd a rapid withdrawmal.
Aftar a short fire fight, the eagle flight force re-
loaded on the troop carriers, landed at anothar posi-
tion and ambushed the withdrawing YC force. 4s & result
of this mohile and aggreasive sagle raaction forca, the
VC pustained 12 killed and an unknown numbar wounded,

26, Combat Haconnmisasanca

&. Combat reconnaissaoce operations using small,
highly trained upits ara effectiva agaiost squad or
smaller sise units in VC/NYA areas, and are capsble of
collacting aceurata and up-terdate Informatiom on largar

anawy forces. It should be standard practice to use com-
bat reconnsissance before committing large forces so thet
when committed, they have incraased chances of angaging
effectivaly, Thess operations are conducted without pre-
planned landing zomes, without a mulciple landing capa-
bitity, and without dapendence on aerial suppreaaive fires.
In addition to tha military value of such oparationa, thay
demonstrate to tha guarrilla and the V¢ sympathizar that
thay have no senctuary. An airmohfle combat raconnaia~
sance operation is a pstrol. It may hava tha mission of
raconnoltering an area, of capturing prisoners ox of da-
stroying enamy persormel and equipment. The asaault

force, normally composad of 20 te 24 men armed with
lightweight sutematic weapons, iz not capable of conducting
suatained operations. It should complata its task on the
ground in lesa than L5 minutes,

b, Organigation. Organlsationm of the combat recon-
nalspance unit fa as followa:

(i) Combat reconnatssancae forcae,

(2) Armed helicopters for salactico and
raconnalssance of LZa,

(3) Slicks for transportatiom,
(4} FEvacuation aircraft for prisomers,
e, Cenduct of the Gperation,

(1} Based on the maed ‘to gather information,
the combat Taconuaissance unit iw airlifted into the
LZ after the armed ships verify that thare is no largar
VC/NVA force in the area. The unit rapidly searches a
limited area, queations the fnhabitants, and dpprehanda
any suepacts., After spending a ressonahly ahort time
in the ares, tha unit is airiifted tnto another area.
If ‘contact is establishad with a unit larger than it
can handla it is reinforced or withdrawn, Howsver, the
contact {3 followed up hy the nacessary force to destroy
tha enemy.
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(2) Thie typs of opsration was employed effectively
in I Corps when, after landing in the initisl area, contact
wan established with thrae ¥C. Two of the YC were killed and
one captured. BEight houses wers searchad and severzl pownds of
documants found. After pick up, a quick scan of the documsnta
couplad with interrogation of the prisoner indicatad that the
ares was worth a sacond and mors thorough search. Tha unit was
airlifted into a new area on the opposite side of the village.
Again, the unit made contact killing one more VG, wounding ome
and ¢apturing sevan, The decumsnts carried on ths desd VG
revealad the intelligence network and namee of infiltrators
within the district headquarters. The unit and its prisoners
were again picked up and raturned to the staging area. The
total time that hed alapssd from tekeoff until raturn was one
hour and ten minuces. This example points out how a small force
can ba used effectively to achiave major rasults in information
gathering,

27. BReinforcement

The reinforcemsnt mimaion illustrates how the fumdamental
procaduras for an airewbile asseult and an eaglea flight mia-
sion can provide the basis for an effective strike force oper-
ation. An example of the flexible reinforcament capability of
airmobile units was damsnstrated in Bac Lieu Provinca during a
sezrch and destroy mission. The operation was inttiated by a
coordinated assault of ground and airmobile units. While the
oparation was in progresa, a Mohawk reconnaiseance airveraft
raported unusual movemsnt in an area 40 kilomsters from the
battle area. The commander Lmmadiately dispatchsd an armed
helicopter platoon to invastigats the movemant and orderad an
eagle flight forca airborne to be available should contact be
astahlishad. Upon entaring the new area, the armed helicopter
platoon encountered two platooms from & ¥C main forzs unit
crosaing an open field. While taking the VC unit under firs,
the armad platooh sencountered additfonsl armed parsornel in
and Avound 2 small hamlet 1500 maters away, Tha armed platoon
was jnstructed to deatermine the flanka of the unit, and find
sacura An LZ. Tha commander smploysd the sagle flight force in
the LZ naar the larger body of VU troops, and it quickly made
heavy contact. In anticipation of this, tha commander bad
orderad the original units extracted from the firat ares and
the aalection of several landing gomes located to isolate tha
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VG units. Fire support alrcraft wers obtainsd and 12 1ifts
wera enployad for the anvelopment of the two YC battalions.,
The ¥C sufferad 238 killed {body count) and 250 woundad.

In this example, tha original operation was initiated by
convantional ground and airmobila forces, A lucrative
targat was developad by an sagle flight forca, and tha
target was dastroyed effectively by multiple, reinforeing
airmsbile assaults,

SRCTION VII. SEARGH AND DESTROY OFERATIONS

28, Gemeral

Search and destroy oparationa ars conducted against
snemy forces send inatallatlons, Thbey can be condugted
inaide or outsida of a unit's tactical area of regpon-
ul;iuty (TA0R}, 1t includes both committed and rassrve
unics,

a. Tha primary objectivas of search and dastroy
oparations gra to find, fix and destroy the snemy, to
destroy or seiss his squipmemt, foodstuffs, medical
supplias and base arens) and whenaver possibla, deatroy
hia political and wilitery infrastructurs (his local
organigation at provinca, district, villege and hamlet
level). An additional objactivae s to kaap the anemy
on the move and disparaad, to pravent him from planning,
assembling and executing opsrations om his own Initiacive.

b, Moat oparations are conducted without detailed
prior information of the ¥G/HYA, and the commander cuat
produce neceassrily his own intelligence ao he goes. Lt
13 abundantly clear that sweep operations, thet 18, moving
quickly through an area without diligent ssaxch, ara oot
productive, The VC ara traimed to sidestep such opera-
tione, maintain surveillance over tham by the use of local
guerrillas, and wait for an oportunity to strike and de=
stroy detached small alements or larger forces whose
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gsuard 18 down, Thus, the success of offensive operationa to
deatroy ¥C forcea depends wpon Eindimg the enomy and en-
gaging him with superior forces. 3t follows that infor-
mation must be gathered from every .concsivable scurce.
Thare are three main sources, and all three should be

used simultaneously and continuously whenevar possibiles

{1) Combat recopnaiasanca. Aggressive, con-
tinuous combat recomnaiesance is essent.ial in all oper-
ations. Saturation patrelling by platoon-sise or even
smallar units, eithar on foot or daliverad by halicop-
ter, is a prime scurce of information. Flatoom-sfaa
heliborne reconnaiesance slemsnts ahould vaconnoiter all
populated arsas and likely enemy concentration points
within a wide radius around oparating units.

(2) Logally available Informatinn. The best
acurce of accurate informatiom exista at provimce, dis-
trict, villags, RF and PF levels. Cloae liaison and
frequant visits to appropriate officfals and commanders
can result i much accurate and veeful infermation.

(3) Aerial surveillance and target acquisi-
tion ~= aartal photograpby, infrared detaction, side-
looking radar (SLAR) and centinuous visual obaervetion
all have proven their effectivanasa in Vietnam.

¢. Thare are thras cypes of search and destroy
oparations:

(1) Operationas to destroy a VC/HVA base area,

{2) Oparations to deatroy V{ or HVA main
force unita,

(3) Oparations to destroy VC local and
gusrrilla forces and the ¥C militery/political infra-
structurs in a given area -- district or province.

d. During these oparations sscurity canmot be
provided for any appreclahle tims, Therefore, civie
action programs must be limited to those actioms that

will ralieve auffering, such ap firat aid or evacuztion of
civilian injured, minimm replenishment of deatreyed food
stuffs, and the evacuation of key local officials if they
30 desire. Civie actien projects which may benefit the V¢,
ba destroyed by tha ¥C in the event they return, or which
my cause VO reprisala, will not be underteken.

29. Operations to Destroy VC/NVA Base Areas

a, Offenaive oparations againat ensmy base areas
contribute to the defeat of tha enemy by causing him to
move and thus to exhaust time and auppliea, Such gpera-
tions shpuld uncover and demtroy tha logiastics base itaelf,
including shelter, training areas, and command posts,

b, Since installstiona in enemy base sreas invari-
ahly are completely camouflaged and protected by sacurity
troops and booby traps, operations againat thase targets
mist f{nvolva a thorough combing of the base area, orgamized
by the establishment of a series of ssarch sones. Forces
aasigned to sones must be given full opportunity ko cover
sach zone thoroughly and ample time and maana to destroy
what they find.

c. Oparations against enamy bawe arsas should ba
rapatitive, basad on a carefully designed campaign of
sustained action which ultimately will dominata the hazea
and render thsm usaless.

d. Limited operations againat enemy base araas alse
are effective in kaoping the anemy off balance, denying
him free utilization of safe sress, and forcing him eithar
to move frequently or to withhold forces for tha defense
of base complexes. Lonj range arrillery, maval gunfizs,
fightar hombers, strategic bombexa end land and ampbibi-
ous raids will hampar hie operations, reduce his forca,
deptroy his morale and materially detract from his ability
to prosecute the war sffectively. R

30, Operations to Destroy YC/AVA Main Forca Units

" a. The auccesa of offansiva oparations designed
to deatroy VC/NVA main forcea dapsndm upon finding the
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enemy and engaging him with superior forces. In those
faw instances when relisble information becomss aveil.
able regarding the size or location of such a forca,
the opportwnity should be sxploited immediately and
aggressively in coordination with appropriate FWMAF and
BYNAF cammanders.

b. It must be emphasimed, however, that those
ingtances in which firm ineelllgence is aveilable will
be very rara. Therefore, acquisition of detailed
informacion in the aarly stages of operations is essen-
tial. In almoat svery cess this will include a taquire-
mant for apgressive ground reconnaissanca, Specially
trainad saall reconmaissance units, such as the Delca
Teams discusasd on Page 76, should be established. 1In
most instances these reconmsissance units should ioctude
one or two Vietnamase soldlers.

¢. Schemes of manauver inherently must be flexible
to enable Imaediate response to any opportunity which
promises defeat and destruction of the enmmy. Rigidly
pre-planned ech: of r, with ive objec-
tivas, by a force moving in one dirvectiom, will fafl
nparly always to fix the anemy unless tha "fix!" is at a
place and time chosen by the VG/RVA.

d. Tha Eirst step in destroying V¢ or FYA main
force unita im to entrap or encircle tbe smmy feoxca,
Ic is not sufficient, in most cases, to use only am
attacking and & blocklpg foree -- mors is required.
The VC on many occasfons have slipped betwmen these two
forcas, ascaping relatively unscached. Therefore, the
VO forcea! most likely routes of withdeawal pust be
cavered by ground cozbat elemants, and the lase likely
zouten of withdrawal by light reconnaissance on the
ground, placed an extracted by helicopters, 1f avail-
abls, fm order to exploit cime and space advantages.

8. Once contact is meds commanders must be
prapared to rapidly adjusc plans te enemy movaments,
and to alter schames of manduver to fix and destroy
che enemy. Action must be quick, aggresaive and ras-
pentive to the movement of tha VC, Tn this aituation
miasion-type orders should be isaued to combat uniks;
they must move with great speed around, behind and on
the flanks of any located ¥C force. This will raquire
bold and akillful comanders ac every echelon. Spead
and deception mist charecterise tactical mansiuver =
and all this mwet be done with maticulous attention
to continuous provision of air, artillery and whare
fensibla, maval gwmfira support.

31. Oporaticns te destrey VO Local and gusrrilla
forcasz and tha ¥C military/political imfrastruccurs

. MNormlly, operations designed to dastroy

local and guerrilla forces and the VC military/poll-
tical infrastructura are classified as clearing opeza-
tlona or sacuring operstlons deaigned to bring specified
areas permanently undar OYN controel. 1In such cases the
clearing forces ara to be followad by polica. Ragional
and Popular Forces which, together with the cadre, are
intended to eliminate the entira VC organisation and te
aubscitute therafore district, village and hamlat author-
icies who ara loyal and responsive to the government.

b, Howaver, because the VL objactive ia to take
ovar the governmant at every lavel through the gradual
davalopment of powerful local guerrills and political
organimations and becausa thess local organizations pro-
vide intelligenca, tactical support and rescurces to
miin force units, it {s somatimas necessary to atrack
this local structure aven if thers fa no capability or
fntention to follow up pacificacion osasures {clearing
snd sacuring).

<. Thearefore, search and destroy oparstions may
be undertaken whan rayolutionsry developmant ia not
possible in accordence with techniquas quita similar to
clearing, which are created saeparately in thia handbook.
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d. US and Frae World Forces of appxoximately
brigade size often may ba deployed into a province, or
even a diastrict, for sustained operations over 2, 3, or
4 week periods designed to destroy local and guarrilla
forces and the political and military infrastructuxe of
the ¥C, The techniques which are most effective in
this connection are as follows:

(1) The tactical comander establishes a
bame fram which he can leunch quick reaction forces by
helicopter, by vehicle and sometimes on foot.

(2) The commandex, his staff and his sub-
ordinate conmanders establish contact with the local
province, distrfct, hemlet and village officiala in
order to obtain from them most recent intelligence om
enemy activities and forces in the area.

(3> Because the intelligence gathered from

these Bources uaually will be incouplete, it is

Iy also to duct extensive ccmbat Teconnais-
asnce patrols. Battations will be asaigned axeas with-
in which companies, platoons and squads will conduct
extensive foot, motor and heliberne patrols into areas
identified by local officials as enemy concentrationa
or aress of habitual enemy amctivity.

(4) US platoons ané squads, or sametimes
companies, may accompany Reglonal Forces and Pepular
Forces on local oparations. This will bolater the
morale of the RF/PF and provide them with the necessary
communications for artillery and air support.

(5) TIn conjunction with lecal officials
or Regional and Popular Forces, hamlets should be
surrounded and searched. VC officials, fdantified
through pricr intelligente or interrogation, should be
spprehended and turned over to GVH authorities.

SNk aree |

(6) BSacturation patrolling by small units
over a long paried of time will produce & number of
amall contacts. Intetligence acquired through thase
contacts should be exploitad immediately. Aftar a
waek or two, the intelligence picture in the area should
bacoms remsonably clesr and a number of prisomers or
raliiers ahould be in hand,

() Whenever a contact i3 wade, a quick
reaction by & large force should ensure destruction of
the enamy while sustaining few friendiy casualties.

(8) After 3 or 4 weeks of such ope
rations
the following results should ba attafned: ? "

(a) RF and PP aggresaivenass should
be increased.

] {6} lacal fntelligance ahould he
forthcoming in ever greater quantity and guality.

(c) The number of small VG slements
at hamlet and village laval ahould have besn destroyed
snd the enemy forced generally on the dafensiva.

(d) Oportunities to recruit addi-
tional RF/PF ghould Increase. ’

{e) Opportunitiss for ¢lvic action
and psychological operations should multiply.

(£} GVN control should be stremgth-
aned through doml.na_g:ion of the avea at the lowest level.

. 8y Iu the type of action describad abava

most contacts will be with ememy aguads and platoongand
only rarely with compinies or battaliona. HNonathelass
this type of operatiom strikes at the heart of the ene;:y
organigation and at his capability to conduct or support
successfully his major oparstions. Trbops should expact
a large number of small successas. Tha cumulative
effect of this type operation will be as important or

even moTe [mpertant than engagements
e ngag with a large enemy
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SECTION VIII. SECURLTY QPERATIONS

32, Sacurity oparations provide area resources control,
population, 10¢ andfor harvesc security and defense of
political and wconomic centers. Thay are conductad in
support of revolutionary development and normally will
invoive muitiple small wmit actiona. It includes former
clearing oparations...

a. Clearing Oparationa.

(1) Glearfng oparations are offensive combai
oparations conducted to rfd an area of orgsnised VC/NVA
main forces and eliminats permanently the threat of
overt V( actilon therain Lmn preparation for sescuring opera-
tiona. {Soe paragraph 32b balow). US and other FWMAF
will cenduet clearing operations in and around thair
base arsas and commmnications complexes, or in othar
carafully selected arens. As a guide, an area is con-
sidered to hava baen ¢leared when VG/NVA main forcas of
company-sige or larger hava been destroyed or ajucted.

(2} GClearing oparations sre c¢omductad by
saturating tha area with mobila friendly military forces
ovar an extandad pariad with emphasis on smaii unit
patrolling, hamlet searches, offensive ambushas and
quick reaction by larger units to exploit intelligenca or
initial contact. Extensive oparations are employed to
utake the might away from the VG' and make it uneafe for
the ¥¢ to move .and enter hamlets at night.

b. Securing Operations.

(1) Securing operationa, which usually follew
clenring opsrations, are designed to provide arca,
population, 10C and/or harvest security in sreas which
already have baen cleared &nd undergolng revolutionsry
development,

ket L Lo

{2) wilicary forces conduct operationa
adjacant to and within tha area to provide a militery
secure climate for the accomplishment of civil activi-
tiaB. ARYMN regular forces and/or US/FWMAF will operate
aggrasgively on the periphery of the area to prevent
YC/R¥A main forces from returning to intarfere with
Bevelutionary Development actiona within the area.

RF/PF forces replace vegular forces within the sraa and
assume primary reaponaibfiity for security operations.
Reglonal forces, cperating under the control of the
sector commander, activaly seek ouc and destroy ¥C
guerrillas and protect asensitive areas and critical
linas of communicacions. Popular forces, operating
under comtrol of the subsector commander, provide local
sscurity for villeges and hamlats end perform other
locel static tasks. In these operations, primary em=
phasis remailns on emall unit activity, both day or night,
to saturate the area with patrols, ambushes, chackpointa,
and outposts. Ultimately, many of the aacuring forces
will be replacad by National Police,

{3) During securing oparations, comprehensiva
¢ivie action programs should be <onductsed. in conjunc-
tion with locsl offictlala and utilizing local GVN forces,
The objectives of thess programas are te improve the
sociological and ecomamic status of the community in
order to remove the causes of insurgency and sacurs the
support of the people for their govermmant.

SECTION IX. RESERVE OPERATICNS

Reserve oparations are those involving forces in
training, forces undergoing rehabilitation, newly arrived
forces undargoing ¢ombat readiness praparaticns, and/or
alerted reaction forces.
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SECTION X. POPULATICN AND RESCURCES CONTROL

33. DObjective

The objective of & populerion and resources control
progzam is to deprive the VC/NVA of the suppart of the
population and the material resources he meads to éngage
in continuous warfara. The enemy cannot operate effec-
tively without civilian swpport.

34, Population Control

a. Tha Yietnamase have been using individuesl iden-
tification cards since 1938, Today, all persons cver the
age of 18 muat be in poseession of an ID card. The
present ©ard {s laminated and contains a photograph and
ptinta of the left and right index fingar of the bearer.

b. Curfews are imposed only as neceseary, and pri.
marily {n areas where the VC/NVA or supportaxs are active.
Any person having a legitimate meed to be outside their
area during curfew hours, must be issued a specfal curs
few pass. Curfew violaters are assumed to be fnsurgents
or supparters until proven otherwise.

¢. Travel permits in most aress are required for
any travel outside a person's village or area. Theae
permits may be iasued to individuale or groups, either
on a one-time basis or a miltiple day basls usually not
to excead 90 dayas.

35, Enforcement

8. To enforca the contrels lmposed on the popula-
tion, a system of checkpoints is established on roads
and highways, railreads, bus terminals and airlines.
Along the 2,500 miles of waterways in the Delta regicn,
river craft and assault bosts provide comtrel. Mobile
checkpointa, both tand and water, are estoblished on an
irregular basia te apprehend personnel attempting to
aveid or by-pase fixad chackpoints,

b. Civil police are more sufted, by training and
experience, to conduct this type of oparation. Theiyr
normal palice oparation, in thair own specific area, pro-
vides them & familiarity with the ares and irs pacple,
Police may require support from the military when insur-
gents or sympathizers are activaly belligerent, but
generally, the military 1s called In for support only in
cases wbare superioricy in manpower and armament fs re-
quired for effactive enforcemant,

©. US Foress do not haye authority or jurisdictien
over Vietnamsss nationals. On joint operations, US mili-
tary police check only US vehicles and parsonnel while
civil palice chack Vietnamese vehicles and personnal,

36, Resources Control

a. It is foperative that the populace bs controlled
if basic rescurcea are to be denied the VC/HVA. Rasour-
ce8 required by the enomy to continue operations are the

same aw required by inaurgents everywhera, Critical
items are:

(1) Food. This imcludes anything £It for human
consumption. Most of the food obtained by tha enemy fs
procursd locally, eirher by vtaxatfom" of the local popula-~
tion or from sympathisers and supporters, or in some cases,
grown by the V¢ in remota areas,

(2) Medicines and medical supplies.

(3) Arwa, ammunition and axplosives.

{4) Glothimg and textile matarisls.

{5) Monay.

(6) Transportation of all types,

b, Various concrel procadures have bean established

to deny tha enemy access to the resources he needs. Among
then ara imventories of macerial manufactured and shipped
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from processors and importers, and maintenance of formal
zecords of the amounts of matarisl baing shipped and the
destination, Upon arrival at the final destination, the
goods are inventoried again to insure that there has been
no lose or pllferage.

&, Pood stuffs and elothing are rationed to pravent
delivery of these itema to the engmy by local supporters.
Police alsc guard aupply depots and storage areas where
such items are stored.

d, The most sffective method of resocurces control
exployad by the eivil police is the wearch of land and
water vehicles, Cricical itema raquired by the YC/NVA
are hidden by sympathicers and supporters in every imag-
ingbla place in an sttempt to pass inapection at eheck-
points. Thorough inspsction by land and river police is
a tedious and painstaking process but it ia necessary if
the rascurces contrel operation ia to succead.

SECTION X1. OFERATIONS I THE CENTBAL
HIGHLANDS AREA

47, GCaneral

The central Highlands avea constitutes almost 30
percent of the land wass of South Vietnam. It ix a rug-
ged, mountainous area, With cazimm elevation ranging
fram 4500 to 7000 feet in the vincimity of Dalat and from
3000 to 8000 feat in the area wast of Quang Ngai. The
area slopep down stesply to the coszstal plain on the
east and more gradually in the wastern plateau, resulting
in @ stromg contrast between the ahorter, swifter, eaet.
ward flowing streams with their steep walled, narrow
valleys, and the mere sluggish westward flowing strezms )
with their broad flat valleys. #ll atreams sxe swollan
and diffieult to ford during che rainy season, Opera-
tions in thix area differ greatly fram those in the Delta
and coastal plains because of the differances in terrain,
weather and population, (See relief map of Yietmsm, Figura 63).

Figure g3, Rellel Map of Vietnam
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38. Characteristics of the Area

4. People: The hills and mountains are inhabi-
ted by Moncagnards who are very primitive and, in many
cases, aborigines {Figure 64), 'Montegnard" s a French
word meaning 'Mountaineer". Generally speaking, these
people are taller than che lowlanders and have a heavier
muscle and bone atructure, a darker complexien and more
prominent mongoloid features, Clothing veries from
tribe to tribe. Usually the women wear long skirts of
dark material and may wear a shert jacket or are bare
breasted; the men wear loin cloths. They live in atilt
houses. Their loyalty 1a glven firat to the femily, and
second to tha tribe. V¥illage life is completely com-
munal. Word of mouth is thelr cnly meens of communica-
tion as thelr literacy rata is extremely low.

b. Texraint Steep slopes, sharp crests and narrow
valleys characterize the mountainous aress. Humerous
razorback ridges run in all dirctlons and it virtuslly
Ls impossible to follow them in any one direction for
more than a few hundred yards. The forested areas of
the feoot hills up o 3000 feet have an unbroken comtin-
uity of tall treas that form a dense, closed canopy cver
the ground. The undergrowth is very thick comprising an
almost impenetrable mess of smaller trees laess tham 1O
feet high, Intermingled with thorny shrubs and vines.
Most streems are berdered by high, steep rocky banks and
swift rapids and shallows are common. Fording is peasible
{n many placea axcept during the flash floods which cccur
during the rainy season.

¢. Weather: TIn the highlande the southwest mon-
soon seagon lasts from May to October. During chis period
low clouds and ground fog limic observation and seriously
restrict aerial ackivity. Cloud ceilings ars less than
3000 feet about 80% of the time. Average monthly rainfall
is approximately 13 inches. The average high temperature
is 88 dagraes with an average low of 55 degrees.

MONTAGNARD
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d. MHovemsnt.

{1) The stesp terrein and denss junglas reduce
foot mobility. Rate of marth i3 uwunlly from ¢ms half o
two kilomaters per hour with frequant rest stops. FExper-
ignce shows that there is a cendency to overastimate the
rate of advance of coluans. The amownt of rations and
equipmant carried by the individual soldier must be cone
sidered carefully to prolong his effectivenass,

(2) Whealed wnd tracked vahicles will ba ro-
stricted to tha axleting roads and trails. Bridges in
this reglen are mot capable of supporting haavy loads.

(3) The 1imited numbar of suitabls lampding
rones requires caraful and detailed reconnaissarnce in
ordsr to conduct haliborns opsraticns, Opan arass are
somatimes coversd with stakes and tres stumps, which may
prohibit helicopter lendings., Tba high altitude and small
landing sonss result in & reduction of halicoptar 1ift
capability,

. Intelligence: Accurats, datailed and timaly
information about tha VG/NVA is difficult to obtain be-
cauge of tha sparse population, Llack of communication
faciliities, terrain and distances involyed, Information
From local inhgbitants frequently is unrelisble and oiee
leading b the naes de not d ina time or dates
accurately and lack familisrity in desling with numbars.
Small, lightly equippad reconnaissance tesms capable of
staying in the ares Eor long paricds of time are partice
ularly effective. fuch teams can cbserve enemy activity
and relay information to overflying aircraft on a pre-
arranged schedule.

39, Planing Considerationa
#a, Cembat Support.
(1) Artillery: Limited toad nats or complats

abaence of xoads rastrict movement of artillery. Suita-
ble positions are difficult te¢ find, and sematimes clear-

ing and laveling is necessary prior to positioning
art{llary piaces by helticoprer, :

{2) Air Support: Denss Jungle, low clouds and
ground fog restrict alr suppore, The locatioms of Erdemdly
forward clements frequantly ars difficult to determine from
the air, limiting the delivery of close supporting firas.

Units should plan the use of pyrothachnics, panela and othar

devicaes to mark thafr forward positions,

(3) Helicopter Support: Landing sones are limi-
ted in size and nuwber, Unite should carry machatas snd
demolitiena for clearing or improving LZs and chain saws
should be kept ready for delivery by rops lowared Erow a
helicopter.

(4) Communications: Units should carry antanna
RC 292 (minus che wooden mast sections) ready for rapid
emplacemsnt in a trea,

SECTION XIk. OPEBATICNS IN SWAMPY AND INUNDATED AREAS

40. Genaral

Operations in awampy and inundated areas in Viatnam
genarally are aesocisted with the Makong Delta -- that re-
gion of Viatnam which liea south snd west of the city of
Szigon which is laced with rivers, streams and camala,

Howevar, some of thase same conditions exist along ths morth-

oTn coastal plain in small delts areas. Hice paddiea coem-
prise moet of the Delta. Two other typas of areas within
the Delta, the Plain of Roeds and the Mangrove Swamps, ars
traatad separately balow.
41, Chargcteriatics of the Delte Area

a. Rice Paddy Areas,

(1) Area traits. The rica paddy land of the
Dalta {s the most heavily populated rural ares in R¥N;
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dwellings are found along nearly every waterway. Streams,
canala and rivers interlace this area} treas and other
vegetation along the waterwaya sometimes extend I00 macers
on each side. The land between the waterways is covared
by rice paddies and during the rainy season these paddies
are covered with water to a depth of one foot or more. Im
the dry seasen thase seme rice paddies dry up.

{2) Hovement capabilities.

{a) Routes, There is an extensive network
of rivers and canals useable throughout the year, and gen-
erally capable of supporting craft as large as landing
eraft, mechanized (LCM). Large river craft ara confined
to the major canals and rivers. Overhead bridge claarance
and dapth of water at high and low tide muat ba considered
in planning the use of river boats, Aseault boats can
operate freely on minor canals only during high tide.
Native sampans operate at all times.

(b} Crosas-country. Treops can mameuver in
the paddies on foot the year-round. Foot movement during
the dry season averages thraee to four kilometers pexr houx
during the day and ona and one-half kilomaters pat hour at
night. During the wet season foot movemant may be slowed
by difffculties in crossing canala; a combination of deep
water and steep muddy banks may result fn insufficient
traction. Consideration of the tide is necessary, sven
far inland, as high tide favors boat movement, while low
tide favors wading across canals, Severa! large-scala
cperations have failed or have been aborted because the
effecte of the tide were not considered.

{c) Helicopters. Most rice peddies in both
the wet and dry seascn are potential landing or loading
Zones.

{d) Adirborne. Alrbotne forces can be em-
ployed year-round with few limitat{ons on the size of the
ferce dropped. During the wet seascn the water depth of
the rice paddies should ba coneiderad when selecting drop

*ones, 1f the situation requires it, drap zones can ha
sslected succesafully lummadiately prior to the drop.

(e) Doga., Dogs may ba used with good
affect during the dry seasen particularly during searches
and night operations.

(3) Viar Cong practicas.

(a} ¥C greatly enhance their mobility through
the use of sampane,

(b} Bacause of the danger of baing hoxed tn
batween trea lines during daylight, the Viet Cong prefer te
withdraw to successive fortifiad positions whon friendly
forces attack. When necessary they will fight from one of
the many well conatructad defensive positiona they hava
buile thronghgut the area.

(¢) Barriers and mines are ouployed acroua
canala and streams to protect Yiaet Cong positions.

(d) Mines and foot traps ara usad extenmive-
1y throughout the area.

(n) The ¥ist Cong use guarriliss sxtensive-
Ly as acreening and diversionary forces. They customarily
employ & Tear guard to delay pursuing forces.

b. Plafn of Raeds.

(1) Area traitas, The sparse population 18 scat-
terad throughout the small hamlets at canal or stresm junc-
.tions and along the banks of these waterways, During the
rainy season whan the entire arss is inundated, the people
Liva in alevaisd houses or in sampans. Even during the
dry season, the ares is covared continugusly with water
varying from ankle to shoulder depth and bianketed by reeds
and grass one helf to four and a4 half watera high, There
are trees scattered along the small numher of camals and
otreama in the area. During the dry sessen many perts of
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the area resemble the midwast pralries from the air. In the
wat seadon it looks like a sea or large laka.

{2) Hovemant capabilities.

(a) Routes. Only two major canale and a
single road cross the area. Inhabitants nommally travel
by boat and sempan, often diractly across Lloodad £ialda,

{b) Cross-countxy, The average rate of
traval ¢rosa-country by foot in the dry desson ia ona-half
kilometer per hour. Durfng the rainy season foot travel
is not poasible at all in many places. The sampan provides
the fasteat and bast weans of travel. Swimmar support
boats (355B), wide shallow draft boats, can be used but nor-
mally must be poled cress-country because the reeds tangle
in the propeller. (See parsgraph 43, Small Eoat Operations),
Aracred personnal carxiers are most valuable in this area,
although fraquent stopa are necasaary to cut the reeds and
grasa from the tracks and drive eprockets. Hiver aseault
craft are limited te larger streams ond capala, They are
sometimes used to carry troops Lo tha gemeral araa of oper-
ations but can seldom be utilized to support an essault
oparation,

(¢) HelLcopters. Helicopter landing zones
in the Plain of Reeds are limfted. 1In the dry sesson camals,
and river banks may be weed for landings, but in the rainy
geason troops must be loaded and unloaded from hovering
helicoptara. Care muat ba taken not-to offioad troops Inm
watar reaching over their heads. Small boate can be lashed
to the skide of helicopters and used to disembark troops.

{d) airborne. Airborne troops can ba em~
ployed affectively throughout mest of the area depending
upon the depth of the watar and the season of the year.

(3) Fire Support. Moving artillery inte position
to support operations requiree bhoat or helicopter transpor-
tation and usuvally compromises aecurity. Neavy mortars and
artillery which can be delivared by halicopter still pessaese
the disadvantage of Limited range for ths usually large

area in which opsrations are conducted in the Plain of Resds.
Kaval guns can support operations within range of the Makong
river. Tactical air support and armed helicopter support
are most usaful, Assault boats or asmpans may bs wsad to
carry haavier crew served wwapons and ammunition.

{4) Viet Cong practices,

(a) Mobile Viet Cong untts live in and fight
from amall sampans during tha rainy sesson.

(b} Vist Cong use the area for training
bases, mnufaoturing sites, snd rest areas, most of which
are located naar the Casbodisn bordar,

{e) Foot troops ascaps and svads by going
under water and breathing through reeds or by hiding in
high grass,

{d) Viet Cong use barriers and minas to pro-
;u: canals, streams and tivers leading to thair "secret
aae8,

¢. Hangrove Swamps.

(1) Area trairs, Population is very aparsa and
is concantratad along the shore lina or at tiver and stream
Junctions, Most housas are built on etilts becauss of the
wide varintion of the tides, Few paople actuslly live in
the mamps. Trees, vines, axpossd roots and densa under-
growth are marks of the Mengrove Swamps. Swmmp depths, de-
pending on the tide, vary from one mster of mud to ons meter
of mud covared by two matexs of water. Tidas causs river
curTents to revaras direction as the tide chenges.

(2) Hovessnt capabilities.

{a) Routes. There are no roads i{n the Men-
Brove Swampa. Bosts traveling Into thae ares during high
tide san be stranded ot low tide and may have difficulty
redching shore. Sampans ¢an anter tha area from the nea
only during high tide. Although thass conditioms hamper
tactical troop landings, sevaral succesaful landings have
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been made. LCMs and LCYPs can get cloae ta shnra only by
following river channels.

(b} Cross«country., Foot movement 18 vary
alow. The average rate of foot movemant is ona kilometer
per hour, and may be only a few hundred meters pex hour.
Armorad personnal carriers can operate in only a few parts
of the Mangrove Swamps, gawerally around the edges. Sam-
pans and 85Bs are limited to the few streams and are like-
ly to be strénded at low tide.

(e} Helicoptars and airborne, Helicopter
and airborna forces can ba employed in mass only on the
fringe areas of Mangrova Swampa.

(d) Dogs. Dogs are parcially affactiva on
stream banka, They aleo can be used in the swamps during
low tide, but they tire emaily. During high tida the dogs
wust ba carried or placed In boats,

{3) Fire support. The planning considerations
far cthe use of artillery, mortar and air support are simi~
lar ko those neceseary for operatioms in the Plain of Reeds.
Naval gunfire cam bé¢ used as the Mangrove Swamgs in RVN are
adjacent to the seacoat, Consjderation should be given
to the usa of sassult boats or sampans to carry heavier crew
served weapons and ammunition.

(4) Viet Cong practices.

{a) Viet Cong dominate the Mangrove Swamps
and occupy most of the villages.

(b) These areas {like the Plain of Reeds)
contain many secret bases for training, manufacturing and
storage of war material, hospitals and reat areas.

(c) Escape and evasion is normally te tha
sea by sawpan or by dispersion into the awampa.

(d) Mines, foot traps end mantraps ara
used axtensively throughout the area, Almoat every path

and route into the swamps fe mined and heavily trapped.
42. Planning Consideratiens

a. Throughout most of the Dalta tha carrain is such
that small foress ars employed to develop the situation,
with wobile rasarves for commitmsnt as required.

b+ Moat operations are aimed at encircling a aus-
pectad Yiet Cong force in a given agenaral area. Often the
lack of definite imgmlligence lsads to the gelection of
tarmein objectives rather than VC locations as control
measures. All forces must be quick to follow the VC,
to kawp pradsira on him if poasible, in order to develop
rapidly the situation and £ix him fn & killing gone.
Secondary forces ara assigned blocking positions om
both sides of wooded canal lines leading into the suspactad
¥C area. Thess foraes must be strong enough to with=
stand 8 ¥C breaksut attempt, particwlarly at night.
Haneuver slemants usually advance along wooded camal lines,
which offer very limited fronteges (generally limited to
plateon sire on each hank of the capal), For this reason,
it often is difficult to bring largs forcea to beaxr on ¥C
positions on both sidea of the canais. Tha use of scraen-
ing smoke laid by asireraft or arti{llacy may permit flank-
ing movements through the open rice fialds.

43. Small Boat Oparationa
2. Genemsl.

In the Delta region, small boats can provide s
high degree of mebility Eor a military force, Thay are’
uned to perform military tesks in much tha same manner as
light trucks.

b. Deucrlption of small hoatwe.

{1} Dong Nai Boats, also calied Swimmer Support
Boats (85B}. Thesa ara wide,. shaliow-drafe styrofoam boats
wuighing 500 poumda, Their styrofosm construction makes
them buoyant enough to prevent ainking even if swamped
(Figure 65},
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b. Tanks, Techniques of tank employment used in
Vietnanm are not unusual, but during wany oparations the
tanke may only support by fire due to trafficability
[imitations. Gunnery tachnigues are unchangad, but the
majority of targets angaged are "softn targets at vexy
close ranges {100-500 meters). Ammunition baslc loads
have bean adjusted to fmclude more HE, cannister and WP
rounds instead of avmor defeating rounds. In soume mnits,
bantic loads have contained up o two-thirds cannister,

In many cases taoks have besn modified ko provide an
extermal pedastal mount for the .50 caiiber machine gun
with same light protective ahielding for the tank command.
or. (See Figure 74). This configuration is perferxed to
the cupola for wme .against ground targets.

€« Organization and Equipment.

{1) Armered cavalry units deployed to Yiatnam
have been rworganized to adept to local conditions. Ome
basic chinge common to alt cavalry units has been the
raplacement of autherizad M.1l4 Command and Recommaissance
Vehicles by ¥-113 carriers. In many casas rifle squads
end support squads have been comverted to additfonal scout
aquads mounted in ACAVE., The armpred cavalry regimsnt hap
substituted H-113s for the tanks within the armored cavalry
troopa.

{2) Tenk and machanipad infantry battalions have
mada mo significant changes in organization ox equipmant,

46, Capebilities. Armor capmbilities s#lgnificent to em-
ploymant in Vietnam includae:

@. Heavy firepower. .
b. Off road mobility.
€. DBattlefinld iliumination,

d. Lesser vuinnubiiity to anti-personnal wines and
bodby traps. .

®. Lessor vulnerability to enemy ambush.
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47. Limitatioms. Armor imits opermting in Yietnam are
limited by:

a. VYulnerability to enamy anti-tank minas.

b, Rumarous watar obstacles, and limited capacity
or narrow bridgss.

¢. Beduced cross coumtry mobility during tha wat
SeRNOTA.

48. Planning Consideraticns, Planning for armor opa-
raticne in Vistnam ahould consider:

a, Trafficability of the carrain.

b. Enemy mins thraat.

¢, MHeans of land navigation and control.

d, Rulas of sngagemant.

. Formatima,

f, Enemy ambush threat.

g+ BRequirsment £or and availability of bridging.

49, Salient lesssms learned from armor operations im
Yistnam highlight the following tips:

a, When crossing areas of marginal trafficability,
mAintain spead and avoid tracking and turning in the same
area of the vehicles ahead of you unlesa in a lmown anti-
cank minad arsa.

b. Ba preparsd for extensiva fiald sxpedient recovery
and gelf-recovary. Obtain long cables, capatan kits ezc.
and train in their uaes.

c. Ammwnition hasic loads for tanks should be adjusted
to inelude predominently aari-parsonnal rowmds.
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dicators. For
d, Be alert for trafficability .in

example, a rice paddy in which water buffalo ara moving
is uaually trafficable for M-l13s.

SECTLON XIV. DEFENSIVE CONSIDERATIONS

50. Ganaral

laced on offen-
While continuous emphasia must me p. -
sive operations, esteblishment of sound daf‘nniv; p:u;en“
tions is essential, Planning and execution of the v:
nust ba flexible and provide for rapid reaction to
attacks.

51. Gonaiderations

tion; & series
a, The beat dafenne is offenzive ac

of outposts and ambuph gites should be estnhlish;: :2
dapth at dusk or shortly aftex dark. During day hg ,-
saturation patrolling as wall as outposts should be em.
ployed.

b. Defensiva positions muat provide all around pra-
tection with the capability Eorhrapidiy l::aninﬁhf':::nf::e

location around or within the perimeter. )
t‘:yda::nuiw concentrationa 1il_pnuihle. This 1s eapecial
ly important {n temporary perimaters.

- d installaticma barbed

¢. For fixed and semi-fixe

wire barriers (concertina, single and double apron f:ncn,

tangle foot) should be constructad around the perime e:d

of the installation and around sensitive :onnitu::s:::h:
ier plan is +

T rimetex. Although a good barr

:h: l;.‘:\te!:n.nl security cannot depernd solely on the physical

barriers placed around the installation.

d. Trenches should be dﬁg in & zig-sag patr.er: be-
tween bunkers. OGrenade sumps are required in tranches.

[} Bunkéra, by the nature of their Fixed poni:to;s,
are moat vulnarable to infiltration attack, or attack by

cover capable of withstanding the ¢ffacts of morear fire,
They should he camouflaged, if posuible, to Increase tha
problem of identifying them at night. Bunkers ahould,
whenavar possible, be mutually supporting,

f. Claymore =mines, emplaced frnaide the barrier wira
for comsant detonation, are most affective againac per-
sonnel. Improvised flame devices, guch ag the alectrical.
1y deconatnd "fougasae", also are offectiva,

8. The M79 grangde launcher 1a effoctive in covaring
dead space in final proractiva fires close to the edge of
the defenaive perimster. A clear field of fire muat be
obtatned o avoid Pramature detonation causad by rocunda
atriking branches or limba,

he A well coordinated 1illumination plan rightly
conerglled by tha commander mudt he daveloped tn order to

i, Locete guard or reserve forces throughout the
internal area to combat small unie infiltractons, A plan
to utilire reseive forcas to pravent or repel ¥C penatg.
tions of the perimeter must he developsd, This Important
fundsmentsl lesson was Learned the herd Wiy by the valiant
defenders at Camp Bu Dop in July 1965, The vo attackad
with two battalions and succeedad in peneirating the north.
vest corner of che canp.  From this position inaide the
compound the ¥C fired into the backa of the defenders and
inflicced heavy casuaities, This sftuation could have
baen prevented if a rémerva force had been constituted
and cosmitted to repal the VO penstration,

1» Establigh multiple magns of commnication with
bunkera snd Internal Bsecurity pesta.
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k. Thers must bs a minimum of movement inside the
parimater after dark. If firing of weapons or axplomicns
of grenadas occur inside the perimater (not from protective
bunkers or firing pits) all personnel not fn protective
poaitions should "freese" in a firing position. Anyone
running or moving about should be considered enemy.

Sigoals must be used to identify friandly ecounterattack
forces, After firing ceasss conduct a sweep inside the
perimster.

1. Disperse kay personnel, weapons and equipment in
order to avoid excassive loeses.

m, The chain of comzand within all units must be
dafinad eo praclude confusion resulting from key personmsl
becoming casualties.

n. v plana to ications, to
provide medical aid and to insure uninterrupted defense of
the area must be developed and rehearsed.

o, 3Search civilian workers upon their deperture from
thae installation to prevent removal of arma, smsmunition or
othex property. Areaz whera personmel wers working must be
swept to remove markar signs mmplaced to locate bunkers,
automatic weapons sitss, or othay gensitive fixtures for
unfriendly forces outside tha installatiom,

p+ Establishoant of haaty defensive perinaters duxing
the conduct of other operations requires consideratfon of
the follesring:

{1) Aabush petrols and esrly warning devices to
" cover avenuss of approach into the perimatar. Emplacs the
mabnghes whils noving into tha ares.
{2} Step bafore dark to set uwp camp for the night.
{3) Halt on the most defensible cerrain availabla,

During rest stopa, ipsure that designated guerds are alert
and outposts ara placed,

{4) Consider the technique of stopping 2-3 hourm
before last light, appraximately 300.500 meters from your
intended night hase camp. Establish good local security,
and then uss this halt for chow, minor first aid, weapons
maintenance of to accept a helicopter resupply. Send a
patrol to recon your intended bese. When this pacrol
locates sultable, defenaible terrain for a base snd recoms
for defansive smbush and OBJLP sites, the patrel sends
back guides to the main body, and wlso maintains surveil-
lance of the bens ares, After dark, tha ouin body 1s guided
to the actual base, occuples asaigned sectors of the per-
imeter by units, and digs in quietly. Asbusbes and OF/LPs
are antablished in accordance with previocus daylight recon«
naigsance, to includs sn ambush om the route wsed by the
unit to zesch the actual bass, Por normal indirect fire
support planning for the actual base aras, plan concentra-
tione for the firat {temporary)} base, and Likely approaches
into thet area.

q. The ¥C will make every effort to remove all casu-
altien, weapons and documents fram the battlefield in order
to p ] of their losses. Use long
range automatic weapons fire combined with contimuous
1llumination of the area to keep tha VG from "policing!
tha battlefield as tbay withdraw. Cusualties left bahind
by the VC are often booby trapped. Exarcise extreme caution
when ssarching or moving V0 cesualtfes.

r, Remove all trip flares and bocby traps at first
1ight,

#: Do not disclose sutomatic weapon poaitions by
firing whem the VC barrass with sniper fira.

t, Increase security forcas on nights of extremesly
limitad visibility (nc moun) and durieg periode of hsavy
rain. The YC often attacka st such times.

u. When occupying haaty parimaters in the sams arex
for a given period of time, do not cteupy tha same positiom
for more than two nights. Even a two hundred mater move is
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sufficient to counter ¥¢ daylight reconnaissance. One
system i3 to occupy 8 positien on the firat night, oper-
ate from it the following day, and displace to a mnew
position at dusk of the second night. Complets recom-
naissance of the sacond position is essential.

52. Sentry Dogs. Sentry dog units are ampleyed to safe-
guard installations against unauthoriged entry. Each dog
1s crained to use its keen menase of hearing and smell to
alert its handler to the presence of humans and animals.
On order from the hendler, the sencry dogs will attack am
intrudsxr. Guard duty tours for santry doge should be
about four hours long, covering a post of approximataly
200 matars in length, Rotation batween Busrd posts should
be on a regular basis to prevent the dog from becomming
ovarconfident and less alert in familiar surroundings.

SUMMARY

Farly, detailed and continuous acquisition of intel-
ligence informatfon in all operations will facilitate the
application of maximum combat powsr at pracise times and
placer, utilizing fully the time and space advantages our
greater mobility affords ua. The success of wilitery
operations in the counterinsurgency emviromment of Yietnam
depends upon tha appiication of old and new tactics and
tecimiques -- in bold and imaginative ways. These wuat ba
improvad conatantly to bring the enemy to combat repaat-
adly and Infilct heavy Lloasas upon him,

CHAPTER 5

GCOMBAT SUPPQRT

INTRODUCTION

The misaion of &ll US military aviation in RYN {s to pro-
vide support for the counterinsurgensy effort of the Republic
of Viatnam, Tacticel air support, armed helicopters, artil-
loxy and naval gunfire have proven extremwsly sffective against
the Vist Cong and North Vietrameae troops conducting guarrila
warfare in the Republic. 4s s conmsequence the enewy has
learned to take full advantage of inadequactes in fire supporc
planning and to exploit the limitations placed on fire support
by Lad weather and poor viaibility, A number of affactive
techniquea for the employmant of cambat support means are
discussed below.

SECTION 1. AIB SUPPORT

1. General

Air power in all its forms plays a vital role inm the
Yietnam war, and has besn sssigned & variety of taska, Soma
of these taske are edaptations of roles and missiona which
have been e&mployed pravioualy. For one, the fraquent and
deadly attacks by Stratsgic Alr Command's B-52 bombers have
made ¥C instellations in former safe havenz vulnerable and
lucrative targeta.

2. Tactical Air

8. HMiasiona of Tactiecnl Air, The primary vole of tme-
tical air in Vietnam ig to provide close air support for ground
forces and to strike enemy rationg, p s, for-
tifications, storags areas and routes of communication and
supply. Other missions include ezerial reconnaigsance, asssult
airlift, interdiction, and counter air when required.
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b. To accomplish the missicn of tactical sir numarous
typea of aircraft have besn introduced into Yietnam (Figures
75-95).

¢. Hobility and quick resp are key el ts of the
tactical eir concept, The ability to move quickly and force-
fully is neaded te keep the enemy from successfully mounting
larga scals attacks or finding safe havens for his activities.
This is eccompliabed by a metwork of well-dispersed forces and
basas coordinated by a tactical air contrel system designed
to provide suppert for ground forces at a maments motice.

d. In Vietnam, tactical air power is Telied on to accom-
plish & mmber of missions, Soma of chess are:

(1) Providing closs support to ground troops against
praplannad targeta or targste of opportunity. The emviromment
of SYN often rastricts ground mcvement and requires that maxi-
mum tactical air power bs reaporsive to destroy an elusive ensmy.

¢2) Finding and engaging the enemy beyond the range
of ground penatration. This type of tactic is employed to
reduce the enamy's capabflity to infiltrate or move aupplies
through areas otbesrwise inaccesaible.

(3) Moving ground troops into battle wherever tha
enemy can be found. Thta misaion is accamplishead by tactical
airlift to remote airfields whers trocps can be introduced into
battle.

(4) Comducting air strikes sgainst landing aress
for futura oparations. Landing areas are limited in many
parts of SYH and axe oftan wall-defended; thus the mission of
agturating a proposed landing area for troops {a an important
ona which 18 carriad out by all types of tactical eireraft to
aupplement ground fire support or to replace it whem tha
situation and range precludes use of ground fire support.

{5) Providing close air support to bass camps, land-
ing axeas and defensive positions that the enemy attempts to
overrun by human wave type attacks. This type of close aupperc
has becoms commonplace in 8VN and has assisted greatly in the
defensa of auch aress.
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