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on 2 Aay 1833, Although apprehengive of foreign visi-
tors at the fime, the Okinawans received Ierry and his
expedition with their usual courtesy. Perry, a man of
remarkable vision, realized at once that Okinawa might
be useful to the United States as an vutpost,  In the
course of his visit he established a coaling depot and a
cemetery for American citizens who died there.

Anticipating by muny years the technical aid programs
now conducted by the U.4. Government, Commeodore
Perry presented to the Okinawans a butter churn and
cotton gin, amoug other gifts, in the interest of their
technological development. The Okinawans, aceording
to a member of Perry’s expedition, had no conceivable
use for these articles, however, and were considerably
mystified by them.

The picture today is guite different. Okinawans and
Americans have grown very weil acquainted since World
war II. The democratic way of life being developed in
the Ryukyus under American gnidance is a source of
American and Ryukyuan pride. Okinawa is the site of
one of the wost important United States military hases in
the entire 'acific. For this and for other reasons it com-
mands the attention of the world.

Because of the strategic importance of the Ryukyus, it
is essential that you understand the islands’ background
and people and the political cireumstunces under which
the Urnited States retains control there. This guide will

?elp you appreciate the Ryukyuan point of view by tell-
ing you a little about the Ryukyuans, their way of life,
their problems. and their aspirations. The more you
know about the Ryunkynans, the more you will appreciate
them and enjoy vour tour of duty among them. Take
advantage of an nnusnal opportunity to know at close
range these delightful Asian people.







to 16 miles in width. At some points you ean sce the
China Sea on the west and the Pacific Ocean on the east.
The northern two-thirds of Okinawa are rugged and
mountnines ; the southern third, of rolling hills, is broken
by terraces, cliffs, and ravines,

A Warm, Humid Climate

Although the Ryukyus lie within the Temperate Zone,
the Japan Current provides a rather warm climate sim-
itar to that of southern Florida, The average annual
temperature is 72° F., but the thermometer may dip to
the low 40'% in winter and rise to about 90 in summer,
The high humidity makes these moderate temperatures
seen more extreme than they are, hut fresh breezes keep
the climate fairly agreeable the year round.

Okinawa has plenty of rain, especially in the summer
months. The average annual rainfall is 82 inches. In
spite of this, maintaining an adequate water supply is a
seriotls and sometimes critical problem. Yater runs off
the lamd rapidly becanse of the nature of the soil, inade-
quate ground cover, and the small size of the island.
There are few ponds of any size and few rivers of even
limited importance. The Ryukru Domestic Water Cor-
poration expects soon to develop an adequate supply of
water for the major municipalities of Okinawa by tap-
ping nnderground resources, building storage reservoirs,
and integrating distribution systems.  Until this is ac-
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eomplished, water shortages will occur. Everyone is ex-
pected to de his utmost to conserve what little there is.

As vou would expect in a eountry as rainy as the
Ryukrus, most days are overcast. A day is considered
clear when the overcast is less than 20 percent. Cloudy
days have their compensations, though—the cloud forma-
tions are often strikingly beautiful. Smog iz practically
unknown, probably because there is almost no smoke,
sither domestic or industrial.

The combination of warmth, dampness (the humidity
averages TG percent), and salty atmosphere from the
surrounding waters presents many problems in daily liv-
ing—for example, rust, mildew, mold, and just about every
pest that bores, crawls, or flies. Automobiles must be
wiashed, waxed, and polished frequently. Anything
stured, even in heated closets, requires constant inspec-
tion, To combat destructive insects, periodic spraying
by post engineers mnst be supplemented.

The humidity, too, can cause heat rash, This is not only
irritating but it also makes you more susceptihle to vari-
ous fungi and bacteria.  Consequently. personal cleanli-
ness and hygiene are even more important than at home,
especially in summer. To avoid painful sunburn, don’t
overexpose yourself to the sun's rays.

Typhoons

Typhoong are an awesome feature of the Ryukyuan
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climate., These severe windstorms, accompanied by tor-
rential rain, resemble the hurricanes that visit the eastern
and southern coasts of the United States. A typhoon can
be compared to a gigantic doughnut, some hundreds of
miles in diameter, moving slowly across the surface of
the earth. Duon't be deceived when the center, or eye,
brings comparative calm for only one-half of the typhoon
has passed and the other is on its way. Stay under
shelter until the official “all clear” signal is given.

To give yon some idea of the force of a typhoon, winds
of up to 200 miles per hour and 17 inches of rain in a
24-hour period have been recorded. Typhoon winds can
push a fence picket through a telephone pole.

Most typhoons will be nothing more than a temporary
inconvenience, however, if you follow instructions and
refrain from being foolhardy. Military installations and
living quarters were huilt te resist typhoons, and excel-
lent weather services give ample warning of impending
typhoons.

The warnings are in three forms : Condition Three indi-
cates that a typhoon has been found but there is no immedi-
ate danger: Condition Two means thut a typboon is
approaching and reguires certain precautionary measures;
Condition One indicates that a typhoon is a present and
immediate danger. When Condition One is announced,
take cover in the nearest shelter. Your local cominand
will brief you further on what to do.

A STRATEGIC OUTPOST

Okinawa has been described as a keystone in our
Pacific defenses. A glance at the map on page 10 will
show you why. Loecated in the center of the Ryukryus
chain, Okinawa is also in the center of our advance line
of defense in the Pacific—a line extending from the
Philippines northward through Taiwan (¥ormosa), the
Ryukyus, and Japan to the Aleutians and Alaska, Within
the radius of a few hundred miles are the free world

nations of Japan, the Republic of China located on Tai-
wan, the Republic of Korea, and the Philippines. Also
within a few hundred miles are the Communisi regimes
of China and North Korea, a constant threat to the
security of the arca.

Japan has long recognized the strategic value of the
Itrukyus and formally annexed the islands in 1879, Com-
modore Muatthew . Terry, USN, as mentioned earlier,
found Okinawa u convenient coaling site on his historic
expedition to Japan in 1853.  The United States is
priwmarily interested in the Ry nkyus today as an essential
military hase from which to contain Communist expan-
«ion in Asia. From Okinawa, air strikes and amphibious
or airborne operations could be launched at once in the
event of enemy aggression against free world territory
in the Far East. This was demonstrated in 1050 when
American troops and B-20's from Okinawa helped turr
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back the Comniunist aggressors in Korea,

Under Article 3 of the Treaty of Peace with Japan,
signed at San Francisco in 1951, Japan concurs in the
United States exercising the “powers of administration,
legislation and jurisdiction” over the Ryukyus. The
United States, however, recognizes Japan’s residual
govereignty over the islands and has no intention of
trying to acquire permanent possession.

In 1953, the United States relinquished the authority
over the Amami-Oshima group of the Ryukyus, north of
Okinawa, and Japan resumed full sovereignty over them.
Asg long a# the present international tenslone in the Far
East exist, however, we must maintain our present degree
of authority over Okinawa and the islands of the Ryukyus
east, west, and south of it. The portion of the Ryukyu
Islands remaining under United States control comprises
the prewar prefecture of Okinawa.

The mission of the U.8. Armed Forces in the Ryukyus—
and this makes it your mission—is to help maintain our
gecurity and that of our Asian allies against Commubnist
aggression.

You are not going to the Ryukyus to be & member of an
occupation force. Military government of the Islands by
the United States ended in 1950, and the situation has
changed considerably since then. When the United
States assumed the power of administration in the Ry-
ukyus under the terms of the Treaty of Peace with
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Ryukyuans will be far more appreciated if you say it in
Japanese, the language spoken by most of them. Even a
few phrases, no matter how poorly proncunced, will be
warmly received as an indication of your genulne interest
in the Ryukyuan people.

There are several excellent reasons, agide from personal
ones, for cultivating the friendship and respect of the peo-
ple among whom you will serve. For one, the Communists
are trying very hard to create a false impression of
Americans in the minds of Asian peoples. Thelr propa-
ganda mill works day and night trying to convince Asians
that Americans are a crasg, {gnorant, arrogant people who
have no consideration for the rights or traditions of
others. A thoughtless word or a slight misstep on your
part might serve as grist for the Communist-inspired
“hate America” campaign.

The Ryukyuans will want to find out about life in the
United States. By supplying facts, you can help dispel
unfounded fears and suspiclons and back up your Gov-
ernment’s efforts to promote international understanding
and friendship. The burden of this program falls upon
you and other individual Americans overseas, for there
are so many wore of you than there are official ambas-
sadors to do the job.
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A LONG, CHECKERED HISTORY

Th? Ryukyuans are g mixture of several races, prob-
ably 11-101uding Malay, Mongol, and Ainu. The Ainu, a
primitive people whose modern descendants live in J ap;m
are of Caucasian stock, with light-colored skin, European:
like features, and luxurious hair. The first settlers in the
Ryukyus prohably came from the Pacific islands to the
south and sncceeding waves from China and Japan.

Ryukyuan history is closely linked with that of two
powerfpl neighbors—China and Japan. Chinese and later
Japanese ideas and customs profoundly influenced
Ryukyuan life. The Ryukyuans, however, adapted what
the.y borrowed into a distinetly Ryukyuan culture. Both
China and Japan exacted allegiance and tribute from the
Ryuk?'us—for a time simultaneously. This, perhaps
explains why Ryukyuans once regarded China as :;
mother and Japan as a father.

Chinese Influence

China’s policy of expansion under the Ming dynasty
led to demandg for tribute fromn weak neighboring states
am.ong them Liu Ch’iu, as the Chinese called Oklnawa,
Okinawa began paying trihute to China in 1372 and con-.
tinued to do so for about five centuries. At the time the
payments began, Okinawa was divided into three rival
kingdoms—northern, central, and southern—but by 1429



gzan) kingdom ruled the entire island.

the central (Chu
ularly mind having to pay

The Okinawans did not partic
allegiance and tribute to China, for the tribute payments

were modest, Chinese authority was lightly felt, and the
arrangement brought Okinawans increased opportunities
for trade. From 1372 until the Japanese invasion of
Okinawa iu 180‘3, China's influence was dominant. Oki-
nawans adopted many cultural features from China, and
Chinpese traders settled in Okinawa at Naha.

The Okinawans enjoyed a long period of peace, pros-
perity, and cultural advances, known as the Golden Era of
Ryukyuan bistory, dating roughly from the unification of
the isiand in 1429 by Sho Hashi and reaching its peak
during the reign of Sho Shin, which ended in 1526. Al-
though the Ryukyus bad few natural resources from which
to produce articles for trade, daring and enterprising
Ryukyuan seamen ranged far and wide to carry on a
fAourisbing maritime trade between China, Japan, and
farflung parts of Soutbeast Asia. Okinawa became the
center of this active seaborne commerce and Naba an
important port for transshipment of goods to other areas.

Upon the arrival of European traders in the area—
Portuguese, followed py Spanish, British, and Dutcb—
with better ships, improved methods of navigation, and
firearms, Ryukyuan commerce began to decline. By the
beginning of the 17th century it had dwindied to a limited
trade between China and Japan through the Ryukyus.

16

Japan Enters the Picture

Japan’s interest in the Ryukyus traditionally dates
back to the 12th century—even before China began exaet-
ing tribute—when, according to legend, Tametomo, a dis-
tingunished Japanese warrior of the Minamoto clan, met
defeat at the hands of a rival clan and fled to Okinawa.
He married an Okinawan girl who bore him a gifted
son, Shunten, the first of a new and able line of Ryukyuan
rulers.

In 1451, the Ryukyuans began paying tribute to Jepan
while continuing payments to China, Not until 1609,
however, did Japan attempt to assert its claim to the
Ryukyus by force. A Japanese expedition under the Lord
of Satsuma then subdued most of the Ryukyus, including
Okinawa. China did not resist Japanese encroachment,
and for the next 260-0dd years the Satsuma clan con-
trolled tbe foreign affairs and iuternal administration of
the Ryukyus.

The Ryukyus were most useful to Japan and China
during the long period of Japanese seclusion, lasting
from the 1630's until tbe ratification of Commeodore
Terry’s treaty in 1854. Japan's seclusion policy made it
a capital offense for Japanese merchants to leave Japan.
Trade between China and Japan continued, however
through the Ryukyus. The fact that Ryukyuans were’
!)aying allegiance to Japan as well as China was ignored
in order to continue a trade profitable to all involvéd.
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has been exercised by the TU.8. Civil Administration,
Ryukyu Islands (USCAR).

The effect of the war on Okinawa was almost beyond
belief. In the southern part of the island, which hore
the hrunt of the fighting, practically everything above
ground was destroyed, including about 95 percent of the
buildings, both public and private, and all of the crops.
Previously the poorest prefecture in the Japanese Empire,
the war reduced Okinawa to utter ruin.

War Reminders

A number of reminders of the war can be seen today,
such as the monument to American war correspondent
Ernie Pyle on Te Shima, a tiny island off the west coast
of Okinawa; the “Cave of Virgins” where a group of
volunteer nurses of high school age died ; and the monu-
ment to many primary school children who perished when
a ghip taking them to Japan was torpedoed.

Another type of wer reminder can be deadly—live ez-
plosives! 'These threats to life and limb still turn up
occasionally. Should you come upon an object that you
suspect is explosive, don’t touch it. Instead, call the
Ryukyus Armed Services Iolice (RASP) or the Security
Guards. They will seal off the area and notify the Ord-
nance Bomb Disposal Section. It's better to give a false
alarm than to risk your life investigating on your own.
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A LOOK AT THE ECONOMY

The Ryukyus are not overly endowed with natural re-
gources, unless you include in this category the pictar-
esque scenery and warm, moist c¢limate. Much of the
terrain is too rugged for farming, Minerals are few.
Water shortages are a constant threat and a handicap to
economic development.

On the brighter side, the bountiful rainfall—even
though it runs off rapidly—and the semitropleal climate
produce an astonishing varlety of plant life, native both
to temperate and tropical regions. This includes trees
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from U.S. military stores. Congress quickly voted funds
for an organized aid program, which reached a peak of
$50 million in fiscal year 1850 and declined sharply later
as the need diminigshed. USCAR financial management
programs, notably that of the Development Loan Corpora-
tion, have contributed enormously to the economic growth.
The Development Loan Corporation is virtually the only
gource of development capital.

As a result of these measures and the hard work of the
Okinawans, most Okinawans are far better off today than
they were before the war. Their standard of living, life
expectancy, and educational opportunities have topped
prewar leveis. Through military construction and engi-
neering there are better bighways, port facilities, schools,
power and water systems, and public buildings. Military
spending for Ryukyuan goods and services has hoosted
the economy. Jobs with the U.8, Armed Forces are pro-
viding a livelihood for thousands of Ryukyuans and
training them in technical skills and the use of modern
equipment.

Agriculture is still the mainstay of the economy. Al-
though modern techniques and equipment are increasging
the food supply, food imports far exceed exports. Sweet
potatoes, rice, and fish continue to be food staples. Of
these, only sweet potatoes are plentiful enough to supply
local needs. Grains (including rice) and fish are the chief
foods imported. Rice grows less ahundantly than vege-
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tables, since it requires more fertile soil and a more
plentiful and constant supply of walter.

Sugarcane is well ohend nmong cash erops—those
grown in sufficient quantities to export after domestic
needs are met. Another increagingly important cash crop
is pinenpmle.

Fishing is a swall but growing industry. Commercial
fisheries developed since the war are increasing the supply
and variety of fish. Whatever is not used immediately is
galted, smoked, canned or quick frozen. Fishing for
deep-sea flsh once consisted only of catching porpoises
stranded in the shallows, but modern whaling boats and
freezing and processing facilities have put whaling on a
gound basis.

Ryukyuan livestock includes pigs, goats, horses, and
eattle, with pigs well ahead in numbers.

Although industry contributes less than 10 percent of
the natipnal income, sone progress has been made and
more is promised. There are approximately 1,500 small
industrial enterprises of all types in the Ryukyus, and the
national income from manufacturing and mining is rising
steadily. Among the leading industries are processing
plants for sugar, pineapples, and fish. Soy sauce, soyhean
paste, cigarettes, cement products, textiles, plywood, fer-
tilizer, and rubber goods are also produced commercially.

Te appreciate the industrial growth, you must remem-
ber that industry scarcely existed at the end of the war.
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As Commanding General, U.S. Army, Ryukyu Islands,
IX Corps, he has these important military duties: Provid-
ing and coordiuating the ground defense of the Ryukyus,
maintaining the necessary logistienl base, and, within
certain limits, responsibility for air and sea operations.
His third hat is that of representative of the Commander
in Chief, Pacific. In this capacity, he is responsible for
matters of joint eoncern to the various components of the
Armed Forces.

USCAR is divided into departments similar in fnnetion
to our own governmental departments, They are: Eco-
nomic development, education, finance, judicial, public
safety, labor, legislative and legal, public affajrs, and
public health and welfare.

Municipal electicns were held in 1948 and elections for
reglonal officials in 1950.

In 1952 a central government—the Government of the
Ryukyu Islands—was establisbed, with legislative, execu-
tive, and Judicizl branches. GRI officials are all
Ryukyuans. The American Higb Commissioner appoints
tbe chief executive after consulting with the legislature.
All other GRI officials are elected by popular vote or
appointed by the Ryukyuan chief execntive. The mem-
bers of the one-house legislature are elected. GRI depart-
ments correspond to those of USCAR, and each of them
cooperates with its USCAR counterpart.

Universal suffrage extended the vote to women.
Ryukyuans take their voting responsibilities seriously.
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They now elect more of their officials, proportionately,
than they did as a prefecture of Japan,

There are several active political parties or groupings,
among them the Okinawa Liberal Democratic Party (con-
gervative) ;: Okinawa Socialist Masses Party (middle of
the road) ; Independents ; and a grouping of leftist parties,
including the Okinawa People’s Party and Okinawn So-
cialist Party, which nffiliate with a leftist front group
called the Liaison Council for Democracy {Minren). All
parties favor return of tbe Ryukyus to Japan—the leftist
parties immediately.

The Land Problem

No American can hope to understand the Ryukyuan
people and their problems unless he keeps certain facts in
mind. To begin with, Okinawa is one of the most densely
pepulated islands in the world, This fact alone will help
you understand why friction sometimes develops between
Okinawans and Americans. Here are some statistics to
think about.

More than 876,000 people live in the Ryukyu Islands in
a land area of about 850 square miles—an area consid-
erably smaller than Rhode Island. Of these, some 700,000
are crowded together on Okinawa, which covers less than
500 square miles. The population density of the Ryukyu
Islands as a whole is over 1,000 persons per square mile,
an area occupied by about 58 people in the United States.
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go Perry's wife presented the hell to the 1.8, Naval
Academy at Annapolis, where it is rung to mark such
important occasions as a Navy foothall victory over Army.
The ancient bell, cast in 1456—36 years hefore Columhus
discovered America—hbad hung in Gokoku-ji, a Buddhist
temple on Okinawa.

As 0 token of our appreciation for the gift to Perry,
the United States High Commissioner presented & replica
of the ancient bell, complete in every detail, to the Uni-
versity of the Ryukyus in 1960.

If you meet Okinawans who seem especially anxious
to talk about the United States in English, they will
probably be from one of two groups who have gone to the
United States for periods of study. Memhers of oue group
are leaders in professions and government who visit the
United States for several months to study and observe
American democracy. The second group consists of
gtudents who study in American coileges and universities
for periods of ome to two years in most ecases. The
influence of the exchange program is feit in many ways.

American-sponsored culturnl centers promote under-
standing and good will between Americans and Ryu-
kyuans. These are equipped with aguditoriums, hooks
and magazines, movies and filmstrips, records, maps, and
pictures. They sponsor theater and folk dancing groups,
art exhibits, musical gatherings, classes in flower ar-
rangement, and handicraft and English language clubs.
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