
Most of the classes and activities are headed by unpnld 
American volunteerS. The cultural centers also teach 
Okinnw8ns how to use tape recorders, projectors, film· 
strip machines, and phonographs. Movies and other pro­
ductions staged by the centers are widely attended. 
Station wagons take books and films to outlying com· 
munities. Information about the United Stutes and the 
achievements of Okinawans is conveyed through posters 
and photographic displays. 

The University of the Ryukyus, which offers some in· 
strucHon in English, receives advice and guidance from a 

The modern university, on site of Shud Castle. 
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group of American educators from Michigan State Un!· 
versity, working under contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

These and many Similar activities might be considered 
"cultural diplomacy," about which you hear a lot "these 
days. Cultural diplomacy simply means, in the words of 
n State Department ofilclnl, "a conscious desire to go 
more than half way to meet the other fellow on his home 
ground and listen to what he bas to say and appreciate 
what his culture bas to offer." Througb cultural dipl<r 
macy, mutual respect and trust are buUt up between 
peoples. Every American oyerseas shares with our Gov­
ernment the responsibility for promoting an atmosphere 
of mutual trust and respect in the interests ot world 
pence. 

You and the Law 

Members of the Armed Forces are subject to the Unl· 
form Code of Military Justice and to local regulations 
promulgated by the militnry authorities. U.S. nationals 
who are employed by the United States or any ot its 
agencies, the dependents of such nationals, and depend­
ents of members of the Armed Forces who are not 
Ryukyunns are subject to the jurisdiction of USCAR 
courts. Although such employees and dependents are not 
subject to court-martial jurisdiction, they may be BUb­
jected to administrative sanctions for failure to comply 
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with certain regulations promulgated by military author­
ities. All persons in the R;vukyu Islands must respect 
the USCAR civil ordinan('es and the hnvs passed by the 
Government of the Ryukyu Islands. 

The Ryukyus Armed Services Police (RASP)-made 
up of memllPrs of the Army, Air ForC'e, ~Iarines, and 
Xuyy-work in ('ooprrntion with the GRI police in enforc­
ing the law. Anotiwr group, the Okinawa Security 
Guard U;ometimes ('allf><l the ";\'e11ow bats" because of 
their painted sun helmets), does interior guard at many 
installations, 111eir iUl"tructions must he obeyed us im­
Vlicitly as those of the RASP. 

Rome areus arf' po:-;ted "oft' limits" for excellent rea­
SOIlR. These reaSOUH include safeguarding your health and 
well-being, so saye yourself trouble by cooperating with 
the military authorities and observing "oft' limits" 

restrictions. 
Carrying w{'ftlJons Hf any tyIX' while off duty is a 

serious offense. The sftle or attpllIpted sale of weapons, 
either flf GnYl;'rmnpnt issue or privately owned, to a 
Ryukyuan is ubo a serious offense. 
'Th~ most ('omlllon ofi'f'llHe is breaking the traffic laws, 

ahout whkh more will be said later. (See pages 107-8.) 
Americans enjoy a r{'putation in mueh of the world as 

a law-abiding, decent pc-ople who believe in democracy, 
freedom, and jUHtkf'. Yon are expected to help maintain 
our good reputation aR a nation. You certainly wouldn't 

46 

'" 
want to detract from it by some thoughtless or criminal 
act, eRpeeially Rill('e this would SlWI)ly propaganda mate­
rial for our enemies to distort and broad east to the world. 
Do as the majority of Amerkans overReas do-stay within 
the law. 

MEET THE PEOPLE 

Traces of ancient Chinese culture and philosophy ('an 
~till he found in the Ryukyus, but the Ryukyuans are more 
like the Japanese than they are the Chinese or any other 
people. Since the war, the impact of the West is being 
felt. Consequently, cultural patterns are changing. But 
in spite of Asian and Western influences, the Ryukyuans 
have maintained their own identity as a people. They 
('()ntinue to follow many of their own ancient (·ustoms 
and have put a dh,tinetly Ryukynan stamp on what they 
have borrowed from others. 

The average Ryukyuan resembles the Japanese in size, 
('oloring, faeial contonrs, and hla('k hair. However, you 
will Ree all kinds of people--FJurasian t)·I*~. possibly a 
few with blue eyes, and now and 'then a person who re­
minds ron Yery lllu('h of someone ha('k home. This is 
easily explained. Thf'ir ancestry, like ours, is mixed. 

Japan's do~e aSRociation with the Ryukyus since the 
early 1600's has naturally influenced Ryukyuan customs, 
dress, and way of life. Ryukyuans think of themRelves as 
Japanese and were dtizen~ uf Japan \vhile Japan governed 
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the Islands. Some of them would welcome an immediate 
return of their country to Japanese rule, not because they 
dislike Amerlctlns or rule by the United States but merely 
bet'nuse they consider Japtlll the center of their culture and 
c1vili7.ation. The Ryukyuans are proud of their connec­

tiOIiS with Japan. 
A peace-loving people, the Ryukyuans never shared the 

views of Japanese militurists whose poUcies led to war in 
1941. When war came, however, tbey served faithfully 
with the JaplU1ese ns go<xl citizens of Japan. The war 
stripped them of everything of material value, but they 

Okinawan culture has much to offer Americans. 

4. 

still had the courage and determination to calmly rebuild 
from the ruins. 

With the same patience and fortitude, they have tra­
ditionally survived disasters - destructive typhoons, 
drought, famine, nnd disease. They may make light of 
grave misfortunes, even wben they feel them keenly, 
merely to Hvoid iufH<:ling thei r troubles on others. This 
coMideration for the feelings of others makes them charm­
ing companions. 

'rhe Ryukyuans are less conventional than the Japanese, 
and their outlook on life Is more carefree. The climate 
anel economic clrcumstan(.~ of the Ryukyus require a 
simpler, less formal, way ot Uving. Although poUte and 
hospitable, they lack the rigid system of ('ourtesy and eti­
quette for which Japan Is famoUR. A breach of etiquette. 
or loss of. "face," is less humiliating to a Rl'ukyuan than 
to a Japanese. "Life is too enjoyable." said one Okina­
wan, "to entertain such Coolish notions as suicide because 
oC loss of. honor." 

Precision and order are less admircd in the Ryukyus 
than in .Japan. You mu~t remember, of course, that post­
war eonditlons have hardly been conducive to order and 
carefully planned symmetry. Beauty and the arts are 
thoroughly appreciated by Ryukyuans, however. (For 
examples of Ryukyuan nrts and crafts, see pages 65-72.) 

Although more easygoing and les.'i anxious to get things 
done in a hurry than Americans, the Ryukyuan people are 
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accustomed to hard work. But, whether nt work or at 
Illnr, thpy eRn find sources of merriInellt. 

The nverage Ryukyuan enjoys lite as much as the aver· 
Rge Americnn-.'1.nd on a much smaller income. Simple 
pastimes and the amiable company of family and friends 
make them eontented '"\'ith their lot, on the whole, nnd 
little inclined to "keep up with the .Toneses." A gregarIous 
l)Copic, perhaps because thcy have had to live under 
crowdprl conditions, they get along very well with others. 
You will find little bickcring and colUplaining, e,'en among 
the children. The crime rate Is remarkably low, suicide 
is practically unknown, and insnnlty Is ra re. 

The Family Unit 
Family unity, respect for elders, and reverence for 

tlncestors are all encouraged by religious beliefs that 
Ryukyuans aDd many other Aslnns share. Ancestral 
:o:pirits nre belien~d to preside over the famlly to protect 
it trom evil. They nre also believed to contribute to the 
worldly ~lIcceSS of the family. The fnmily, on its part, 
works hard. prHdices thrift, and Ih'es together In harmony 
in order to win the appronll of ancestral Sl)irits. 

It works and plays as a unit UTilI striycs to maintain 
the lawlly reputation. Tbe futher or husband is nominally 
tbe bend of the housebold, but each member of the lumBy 
enjoys certain rights as nn individual including the right 
to manage his own finances. Discipline Is DO problem at 
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A glimpse of rural famil y l ife. 
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home or school, for children are trained to respect and 

obey parents and elders. 
Children arc themselves cherished members of the 

family, constantly attended by the mother or an older 

brother or sister. Miniature figures of royalty and tokens 

of nnclent wars on display during annual festivals tor 

boys Rnd girls often tax the family budget to the utmost. 

School children have ample opportunities to put aside 

their books to dance, play games, and compete in athletic 

contests while parents and teachers beam their approval. 

Home industries permit the working mother to keep an 

eye on ber cbildren. The children are expected to help 

out as soon as they lire able nnd thus learn the craft. 

Although encouraged to work at an early age, cbildren 

{'an always find time for play and cnn usually find some 

obUging adult with endless patience who will tell them 

stories or join in their games. 

The Role of Women 

Since the war, women haye been taking an increasingly 

active part in community Ufe. The postwar years have 

brought them such advllnces as tbe right to vote, to obtain 

n university education, and to work at a greater vnriety 

of jobs outside the home. Many women-especlally the 

younger, educated ones living in urban areas-dress nnd 

behave much ns the women in the IJnited States. 

Two special groups of women found in the Ryukyus are 
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Wome~ w?rk at many jobs-some as ancient as the 
geisha s and others as contemporary as today. 
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noro priestesses (discussed on pages 86-87) and geisha. 

The geisha is a trained hostess--her profession, which 

originated in .Japan, an ancient and respected one. From 

the age of 10 or 12 until she is 16 or 17, the geisha is 

taught such subjects as singing, dancing, etiquette, flower 

arrangement, and the tea ceremony. She entertains at 

public gatherings of men, often at tea houses. 

Although the women of the Ryukyus are enjoying greater 

freedom than ever before, they should not be approached 

casually. Outside the nightclub areas, you will find that 

Ryukyuan women observe strict standards of decorum. 

Marriages 

Ryukyuan parents usually arrange the marriages of 

their children through a relative or dose friend of the 

family. If the parents of a young man approve his choice 

of a marriage partner, the nakodo (go-between) then con~ 

sults the parents of the young lady. If they, too, approve 

the marriage, the parents of the couple select a good day 

from the lunar calendar for the rites and make the other 

arrangements. 
Although the custom of arranging marriages is not al~ 

ways followed by the more modern youth, it is usually 

satisfactory to those who do. Men usually marry at the 

age of 24 or 25 and women a few years younger. Child 

marriages are rare. 
Marriage rites vary according to the locality and the 
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religious beliefs of the persons involved. However, 

weddings are always colorful and festive events marked 

by the couple's families and friends with feasting, drink~ 

ing, and exchanging visits. The bride's esteem for her 

family and ancestors is transferred to those of her 

husband. 

Fashions 

Traditional Ryukyuan dress-Japanese in style but 

somewhat simpler-has given way to the more practical 

and less expensive 'Yestern~stYle clothing, except in rural 

areas and On festive occasions. )j'or the most part, WOmen 

wear simple dresses or skirts and blouses. The bridal 

outfit, however, is usually traditional-the colorful kimono 

topped by a large headdress that almost hides the bride's 

elaborate hairdo. 

Men uRually wear "Testern~style suits, though they may 

get into something more ('omfortable when relaxing at 

home. Hats are rarely worn hy men or women, but the 

umhrella is widely used for protection against the ele. 

ments----sun or rain. Footwear traditionally consisted of 

woven sandals or wooden CIOgR, but more and more 

Ryukyuans are wearing modern leather shoes. 

Tattooing was once in vogue among the women and 

ma:r still be seen on the hands of older women. The de­

sign, which varied from Illace to place, indicated the social 

standing and marital status of the individual. The cus-
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Some Okinawans clin2 to tradition Others are modern in outlook and appearance. 
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Kimono-clad children add charm to this urban scene. 
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tom originated. according to one local legend, In order to 
prevent Japanese officers from claiming that Ryukyuan 
women were Japanese and carrying them of! to Japan. 

Distinctive hairpins once worn by both men and women 
also indicated the social rank ot the wenrer. The king 
worf" one of gold; others wore f;ltlver , brass, pewter, or 
wooden pins, depending upon their standing in SOCiety. 

Homes 
The war destroyed most ot the buUdings on Okinawa. 

Some have been rebuilt ~lIong tnHlitionni lines, but others 
are as modern in de!iib'11 as can he found anywhere. The 
trnditionnl architecture is an interesting blend of Chinese 
and .Japanese, witb local modiflcntions. A typical sight 
is the We roof with a cerumic Chinese dog as guardian. 
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The n vcrage Ryukyunn home is 11 simple structure of 
unpainted wood with n tilc or thatch roof, thatch pre­
dominuling in rural areas where the walls urc sometimes 
of a mixture or strllW and mud applied to bamboo lattice­
work. Wooden hOlls('~ CUll gt,-e nnd sway with the force 
of typhoons without collapsing, and if a thatched roof 
does blow off the loss i~ not greut. Postwar homes ot 
porous corut blocks helel together with mortur nrc not un­
common. These, too, lire typhoon resistant. 

The smull lot-about r;o feet square-----on which the vil­
lage home stands is surrouuded by a wall aud contains a 

Homes such as this can be seen in the country. 
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Coral walls afford privacy to village dwellers. 
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r;mall garden, a shed or 1"0, and a pen for pigs or goats. 

Thin sliding partitiom; divide the interior of the house 

into a few rooms. No provision is made for beating, since .. 

beat is rarely needed. Tbe hearth or charcoal brazier 

used for cooking takes the chill out of tbe air in winter. 

RyukyuanH, like the Japanese, literally liYe on tbe fioor, 

which is kept scrupulously clean. Shoes are invariably 

remoyed before entering the house. The wooden floors 

are covered witb tatami (straW' mats) by tbose who can 

afford it. Others leaye the floor bare or coyer it with 

heavy brown paper. 
Home furnishings are scant, but every home contains a 

family shrine of some sort and possibly a few pieces of 

lacquerware and an artistic arrangement of cut flowers 

in season. The family sits on the floor to eat from trays 

or a low table. (Meals usually consist of sweet potatoes 

and other vegetables, rice, and perhaps a little pork or 

fish.) At night the living room is converted into a bed­

room by spreading sleeping mats on the fioor. 

~ever, under any circumstances, should you enter the 

home of a Ryukyuan friend without first removing your 

~hoes. Even if slippers are not provided, as they some­

times are, shoes must come off. 'ro break this rule would 

be as rude us to walk on the sofa in the home of an Ameri­

can friend. Obviously, the fioor would easily become too 

soiled to sit and sleep on if trampled by outside footwear. 
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Bathing Hints 

Most Ryukyuan homes are not equipped with modeMI 

plumbing and bathing facilities. Should you bave the 

occasion to use a public bath, here are some tips to 

remember. 
First, several ·people must use the Silme bath water, 

since fuel is too scarce to hent fresh water tor every 

individual. Second. scrub and rinse yourself thoroughly 

outside the bath, using a small container of water provIded 

for this purpose. 'I'hlrd, don't expect to enjoy the luxury 

of large towels unless you bring them along with YOll. 

Tea Drinking 

The Ryukyuans follow the pleasant ASian custom of 

serving tea on just about c'-ery occasion you cnn think 

of-to guests in their homes. to business associates in their 

offices, and to customers in their shOps. To refuse it Is 

highly impolite, even though you dislike tea or the idea of 

a bot drink on 8 hot day. 

'I'he kind of tea sen'ed yaries with the oc"C8sion. ~'or 

example, cherry-blossom tea or orchid tea is served tor a 

happy occasion such as a wedding. The tea-drinking 

ceremony, governed by slrict rules, is a special occasion. 

Special utensils are used for the ceremony, carefully 

arranged according to ancient custom. Tea leaves are 

never used twit-e. Only one person at a time drinks ten 

and then in a prescribed manner. 

But for ordinary, everyday tea drinking, there are no 

special rules to tollow and ten is simply a refreshing 

beverage. 

Arts and Crafts 

Ryukyuan arts and crafts are rich in local lore and 

color. The war destroyed some of the finest examples 

but artists and craftsmen are lmsily at work produ('i ' 

others. The Ryukyu Iritermitional Art League (RIA:;: 

offers lectUres and exhibitions and can introduce you to 

Ceramic cocks aet a final touch of the paintbrush . 
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Craftsman applies floral desi2n to lacquered tray . 
Hand.painting of textiles is a Ryukyuan specialty. 
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artists who will teach you much about Oriental arts and 
crafts if you are interested. . . . 

Ryukynan artists are as much individualIsts lD their 
work and appearance as artists anywhere. They tend 
to ('ong-regate in coionie:-:, one of the most prominent of 
whieh is at Shuri. Among the painters and sculptors are 
modernists as well as traditionalists. The traditionalists 
folluw the mystical, deli('ate style of their ancestors; the 
mod{'rnists prefer rE:'alism and surrealistic abstractions. 
AU, how€,yer, impart -an individual touch to their work. 
Traditional paintings, sometimes on sUk, are intended to 
depict moods rather than fleeting impressions of scenes. 
As in .Japan, flower arrangement is an art in which the 
women excel. 

Skilled craftsmen turn out beautiful work in textiles, 
ceramics, lacquerware, woodcarving, shell jewelry, and 
blown glass. DoHmaking is an example of a craft that 
has bE'ell raised to an art. 

Jofn cloth woven from ramie fiber, is in great denland. 
This ex('eUe~lt fabric, similar to that the Egyptians once 
used to wrall mummies, is desirable for )o;e'·eral reasons. 
Its tensile strength is nmeh greater than that of silk, yet 
it is light and cool. It resists soil and launders welL 
Miyako Island, south of Okinawa, is a jofu-making center 
where the ramie fiber llla~; be seen stretched out in the 
yards of homes or even in the street. Women ,,"pave the 
skeins of ramie on hand- and foot-operated looms similar 
to those used by their ancestors, 
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.~ Beautiful patterns are imprinted on cloth in several 

ways before i't i ... dipped in dyes of rich hues. Paper pat­
terns may he used, starch may be squeezed onto the doth 
through tube ... , or thread~ may be tied at certain inten-als 
to produce ~triking designs. The tortoh;e sh.;-ll, symhol­
izing long life, was a popular prewar design, but the d{'­
siguH today are usually h>ss elaborate. 

Det't-fingert'd RYllkyuan potters produce ceramic prod­
ucts noted for purity of line and richness of color. The 
raw material is day, "'hkh Okinawa has in abundance. 
Clays are carefully mixed before shaping, then put on a 
pottery wheel. While spinning the wheel with his foot 
the potter pats and preSHes the clay into shape. The ob~ 
ject is next decorated and finallr fired in an earthen oven, 

Okinawan lacquerware is considered the finest in the 
Far East. BOWls, trays, and furniture are hand shaped 
from wood and given a glw'lsy finish with lacquer. After 
learning the llroeess, ",hieh originated in China, from the 
,Japanese centnries ago, the Okinawans afldf'd irnpro'\'e­
ments of their own. At Ii lu('ql1erwure faetory you can 
wa'teh ehunks of wood heing made into handH()lue and 
useful artieles. La('qnering of wood WllS I)J'ohahly begun 
for a '"ery practical reason-to toughen it against the 
warm, humid climnte-. Lacqllerware is f'xtremely durable. 

n~o Ryukyuan party or (,plebration would be complete 
without music and daneing. The IUt'U of Okinawa, like 
those of Japan, are foud of parties where geisha sing, play 
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the samisen and serve beer and sake, a wine made of 
fermented rice. The samisen is an ancient and highly 
prized musical instrument that resembles our banjo. 
Other popular mUf'!ical instruments are the flute, drum, 
and kutu (Japanese koto). The kutu produces harplike 
tones. A large instrument with 13 strings, it rests on the 
floor and the musician kneels when playing it. 

Okinawans enjoy their own and Japanese theatrical 
productions, which are often based on ancient histori~al 
events and accompanied by music and dancing. Danemg 
usually takes the form of slow movements of the body, 
each movement of the hands and feet being significant. 
In this type of dancing the dancers' faces are 
expressionless. 

Educational Achievements 

The school system and curriculum follow the pattern 
of postwar Japan's. Education is compulsory through the 
ninth grade. The public school program consists of six 
years of elementary schooling, three of junior high school, 
and three of senior high. Boys and girls attend classes 
together. 

At the close of the war nearly aU of the 'Schools had 
been destroyed and an acute shortage of qualified teachers 
eXisted. Great strides have since been made in over­
coming both of these handicaps. A school construction 
program has taken students out of tents or quonset huts 
and put them into new school buildings. Summer courses 
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and on-the-job training have made teachers better quaUfled 
for their jobs. 

Ryukyuans are particularly proud of one postwar 
school-the University of the Ryukyus, erected on the site 
of Shuri Castle. Americans as well as many local o1licials 
participated in the formal opening ceremony on 12 Febru. 
ary 1951. Courses are otl'ered to both men and women in 
agriculture, forestry, home economics, languages, natUral 
science and mathematics, education, tine 'arts and music 
~ocial science, and business administration. The languag~ 
IllstrUction includes several COurses in intermediate and 
advanced English. On the campus is the Shikiya Memo­
rial Library, to which Americans have donated many 
books. 

Before the university was built, students seeking higher 
education had to go to Japan or elseWhere to get it. Many 
still do, with financial aSSistance provided by the Ryu­
kyuan and Japanese Governments. Many exchange stu­
dents have studied in the United States at the expense of 
the U.S. Governml>Ilt and returned to share their experi­
ences and praetice their English with others. The student 
exchange program, in addition to increasing mutual under_ 
standing betw€€'n AmericanR and Ryukyuans, is helping 
fill the need for leaders. 

.Japanese is the officiul language of the RyukYlls and 
the language in whieh classes, aside from those in foreign 
languages, are condu('ted. Some Ryukyuans, however, 
stin speak their native tongue. 
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You and the Ryukyuans 

You have probably been told many times that when you 
serve overseas you have this special obligation to your 
country-to act as nn uDotftcinl ambassador. This is espe. 
cially important in Okinawa simply becnuse the United 
Stntes. as the administering authority, is under the close 
scrutiny of all Asia.. No matter how excellent our adminis· 
trntlon or how many advantages we have brought to the 
people. it is natural that they should prefer to be free of 
our control, even whUe recognizing the necessity tor it. 

Consequently. it Is lmportant that you understand and 
respect the Ryukyuans and their problems nnd that you 
be as fatr. generous, and kind to them as possible. The 
Okinawans have responded warmly to a variety ot 
friendly deeds by Americans. whom, on the whole, they 
respect and admire. You can nnd should add to the good 
will that exists. 

You cnn do your country n service and make your tour 
ot duty more enjoyable by a number of off-duty activities. 
For example, English teachers are always needed, as are 
volunteers tor work in charitable and welfare organiza­
tions. If you excel in some sport, you can coach others 
in it. For suggestions on activities to suit your Interests 
and talents, consult your Special Services officer, chaplain, 
public Information office, or club. They may be conduct­
Ing programs in which you can participate. 
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Here are some Suggestions that will help you make 
friends among the Ryukyuan people: 

• Be courteoU8. A highly developed. social code 
governs personal relationships among Ryukyuans. You 
can't hope to learn the intricate details of the code of 
manners. but good manners by American standards will 
be adequate. 

• Be patient. Many Ryukyuans have learned English 
and others are studying it, but English is not their native 
tongue any more than Japanese is yours. Hence, mis­
understandings are bound to occur. Don't get excited 
about it when they do. Raising your voice or waving 
your arms won't help a bit. 

• Be helpful. You will have many opportunities to 
(~ooperate with Ryukyuan individuals or organizations on 
a person-to-person basis and through the efforts of your 
organization, clubs, or religious group. Don't fail to do 
so when the opportunity presents itself. 

• Be fair. Boasting and sneering are trademarks of 
ignorance. Pride in one's country and culture is ,a fine 
thing, and remember that the Ryukyuans are just as proud 
of theirs as you are of' yours. Theirs is an ancient culture 
and one they can well take pride in. To disparage it 
simply because yo-u do not understand it would be a grave 
error. It is not our purpose to Americanize Asians, and 
any Ryukyuan will understandably become annoyed at 
hearing his way of doing things compared unfavorably 
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with the American way. A lavish display of money can 
be annoying, too, to a Ryukyuan wage earner who COD­

siders $40 a month extremely good pay. 
The more you learn about Ryukyuans and their culture. 

the more you will appreciate and respect them. You 
aren't expected to become a profound student of Ryukyuan 
affairs, but you can easily learn enough to make your stay 
more worthwhile and pleasant. And while you're about 
it. learn as much of the language as possible. You prob­
ably won't become fluent in Japanese, but even a little 
knowledge of it will help you immensely. The instantly 
favorable reaction to a few words of recognizable Japanese 
will be very gratifying. 
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Age is hiQhly respected-as well as craftsmanship . 
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Keep your temper under control. In conversations 
with Ryukyuan friends, it's 8 good idea to avo~d heated 
arguments. These are likely to result if you discnss such 
topicS as politics and religion. Don't become involved in 
controversies with Ryukyuans over the governmental ad· 
ministration of the Ryukyus. Your personal opinions 
might be construed as the U.S. Government's position. 
Giye honest answers, however, to questions about the 
United States. 

Parents are responsible for seeing that their children 
obey regulations and behave I)()litely toward local na· 
tionals-..especially domestic and honsing aren employees. 
In a countr.v where respect for elders is traditional, it is 
extremely otrensive for a l()..year·old to address a 4().year· 
old housebo.v or wniter 8S "Hey, noy·san." 

Dependents and women in the service ot the United 
States are required by regulation to retrain from wearing 
ubbreviated clothing when shopping, eyen on the base, or 
while sightseeing. To avoid embarrassment, follow this 
rule. Such clothing as shorts and haiters, pedal pusbers, 
and other beach and sports Items may be worn on the 
beach where it is appropriate or in privute quarters. 

On Okinnwa you will be in dose contact witll Okinaw­
nns, for villages crowd in closely upon military instal· 
lations, and mnny Okinnwllns are employees of the U.S. 
Government. You will be an object of frIendly interest 
and wield considerable influence, especially among the 
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youth of the island. Small boys will imitate you. With 
this in mind, you will ,vant yonr influence to be wholesome 
and your personal contacts with your goou-natured 
Okinawan neighbors to be harmonium., 

RELIGIOUS FAITHS AND FESTIVALS 

Although tolerant of all religions, the average Ryukyuan 
prefers his own-a combination of animism and devotion 
to aneestors. 'The native animism, \vl\if'h attrihutes souls 
to inanimate objects and forces of nature, has been modi­
fied over a long period of time by the infiuenee of Taoism. 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Shinto, and Christianity. 

Taoism, an ancient Chinese religion founded by Lao-tse 
(or Lao-tzu) in the sixth century B.C., promoted devotion 
to ancestors by teaching that ancestral Rpirits become 
divine after seven generations. A succesRion of liyes is 
also a feature of Buddhism. The goal of Rntldhists is 
i\~irvana, a selfless state devoid of human suffering. 
Founded in India by Gautama Buddha (fi63-483 B.C.). 
BuddhiRlH got its start on Okinawa at l'rURoe in the 13th 
century. Chinese settlers who arrind at Naha in 1~n1 
SOOIl hegan to teach Confucianislll. This is based on the 
teachings of Confucius, a philo:-,;opher of ancient China 
\,'hose rules for harmonious relations among people in­
dude respe<.·t for parents and superiors. 

Althou,l;"h the practke of both Buddhism and Confucian­
ism has declined, these great Asian religions have left a 
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distinct imprint on Ryukyuan culture. The average Ryu­
kyuan cares little for religious theory and philosophy, 
hence these aspects of Buddhism and Confucianism have 
never had wide appeal except among scholars. 

The Ryukyuans have long been exposed to the influence 
of Shinto, the traditional religion of Japan. After an­
nexing the Ryukyus Japan promoted Shinto with limited 

success. 
Christianity was introduced in 1846. Dr. Bernard Jean 

Bettleheim, the first Protestant missionary, was attempt­
ing unsuccessfully to spread the faith \"hen Commodore 
Perry arrived in 18GB. Since early in the 20th century, 
Christianity has gained some converts, but they probably 
total less than one percent of the population. Nearly all 
of the patients in Okinawa's Olle leper colony-Airaku-en, 
on the island of Yagachi-are Christians, however. 

The Ryukyuans do not congregate regularly for religious 
services as members of 'Vestern churches do. Instead, 
families as a group venerate ancestors in the home and at 
family tombs. Tablets inscribed with the names of an­
cestors in two rows-men's in the upper row and women's 
in the lower-are retained in the home to keep alive the 
memory of the departed. The family burns incense be­
fore these and in other ways honors the ancestors they 
represent. From time to time the ancestral spirits are 

af>SlUlled to visit the tablets. 
Believing that various objects and forces of nature are 
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endowed with spirits, or supernatural powers, individuals 
pay hOIna~e to these in fields, forests, and caves, and along 
roads and hyways. Supernatural powers are attributed 
to the dragon, tortoise, sun (as the source of fire), wind, 
and ,vater, among other things. 

The Ryukyuans observe burial rites strictly. Burial 
tombs, called haka-, and burial customs are such distinctiVe 
features of the Ryukyu Islands that they require a few 
words of discussion. 

Burial Customs and Tombs 

Traditionally, bodies of the dead are placed in coffins 
in a seated position and interred ,,,ith ceremony in family 
burial tombs, which are sealed with mortar. Several 
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years after a burial, the tomb is unsealed and the bones 

are removed and washed, then reinter(ed in a smaller 

receptacle to make room for others to fonow. The tomb 

is also opened, of course, when other members ot the 

family are buried. Relatives of the dead visit the tomb 

on set days during the first year after a death occurs and 

on (.'ertain anniversaries of the death. 

On a walk or drive yon will see tombs on every hillside. 

AIany are in the shape of a horseshoe with the top rounded 

somewhat as a turtle's back. The name for these, EO-mi­

no-ku-baka, actually means turtle-shell graves. To some, 

the turtle-back tomb symbolizes the womb from which 

man comes. Earlier tombs were rectanguJar in shape and 

covered with a flat roof. 
The turtle-back tomb resembles the bunker-type pill­

boxes constructed by the Japanese during the war. Many 

actually served the Japanese as formidable defense posi­

tions at that time. On the other hand, some Oklnawans 

converted Japanese plllboxes into tamBy tombs after the 

war. 
Oktuawan tombs are usually made of (''Oral blocks and 

contain a walled space in front where the family gathers 

for appropriate festivals and family celebrations. These 

can be gay atrairs in spite of theIr setting, sInce death Is 

considered a promotion to the spirit world. 

The size and elegance of Ule tomb depend upon the 

wealth of the tamUy. Oklnawans may be more concerned 

•• 
Ancestors are honored at the family tomb . 
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about the condition of the family tomb than they are about 
their home. Maintaining the tomb often puts a severe 
strain on the family budget. :Not all Ryukyuans by any 
means can afford the luxury of an elaborate family tomb. 
Many cannot afford tombs of nny kind and simply bury 
their dead in the earth. Even then, the family gathers at 
the burial site to observe certain festivals. When bodies 
are cremated, as many are now, the ashes are kept in 

simple urns. 

A Word of Caution 
It is probably best for you to view Ryukyuan tombs from 

a distance. As important symbols of the Okinawan's 
private religious beliefs, they should not be inspected too 
closely except by invitatio-n. 

Temples and shrines are open to visitors. When you 
visit them, remember that they are places of worship and 
show them the respect you would your own church back 
home. Your manner should be dignified and your clothing 
conservative. You will of co-urse be expected to observe 
the local custom of removing yo-ur shoes before entering. 
It shouldn't be necessary to remind you not to touch 
objects that are considered sacred. 

Noro Priestesses 
In ancient times the nora priestess served Ryukyuans 

by caring for the hearth fire (which was carried from 
place to place and from island to island), performing 
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devotional rituals to ancestors, and divining auspicious 
days for such events as marriage, burial, travel, or 
planting crops. As the guardian of sacred groves and 
oracular shrines she resembled the priestess of Greek 
tradition. lIer influence nnd prestige were tremendous in 
the daYH when a virgin daughter or sister of the king was 
chief high priestess and assisted in royal affairs. The 
office of nO'ro was usually retained in noble families from 
generation to generation. 

Traditionally, the noro wore white as a symbol of purity, 
a head decoration of feathers, and a necklace of beads. 
Among the beads \vere some, ('alled rnagatarna, curved in 
the shape of a ('OIllma. Three simple hearthstones in or 
near the no-ru's home were a eenter of wor~hip. 

Few n.oro are If'ft today, but those remaining ('omilland 
great resped in rural areaR '1'hey are still consulted by 
villagers and they still p('rfnrm religious rites. lIowever, 
they have ("ome to be a~il()('iatt"d in the pupular mind with 
magical powers and eYen witehcraft. And their prestige 
is rivaled by the 1Juta (sorcereRs) and lIakkc (fortune tel­
ler). Since the tlOro is no longer required to remain celi­
bate, Hhe leads a normal family life. She does not live in 
or maintain temples or shrines. To an outsider, the noro 
is hard to distinguish from any rural Ryukyuan woman. 

Festivals and Celebrations 
The Ryukyuan people, frO-ill the oldest 'to the youngest, 
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love holIdays, the pageantry of festivals, and private fam­

ily celebrations as much as any people on earth. Festivals 

are family atfnirs, occasious for getting together with 

other members of the family and singing, dancing, and 

feasting with lhem. 
lUany of the fesUrals ure religious in origin or have 

religious o"ertones, but DO oPl>ortunity to celebrate is 

overlooked. Among a farming and fishing people, it is 

not surprising to find festi\'als honoring now obscure gods 

of fertility nnd the sea, to find farmers praying to some 

gods for good crops and weather suitable for growing 

crops, and fisherlllen invokiug others for good fishing and 

sate Yoyagcs. 
In addition to their traditional feslivals. the Ryukyunns 

ba'-e adopted and adapted some from China and Japan. 

En-n Western holiduys, espeehilly Christmas, are obser\'ed 

by f;omc. Hirthdays are not generally celebrnlted annu­

ally. Instead, all the boyt; and girls celebrate together 

011 Children's nay each year, and birthdays of persons in 

certain age groups nrc oosen'N on another day. 

Traditional holidays tollow the lunnr (moon) calendar, 

but the solar (Run or Gregorinn) calendar is used for l1ther 

purposes. The lunar calendar year is 10 or ~1 days 

sborter tban our solar cttlpndar year; the lunar new year, 

more than n montb Inter than ours, faNs in early February 

by our calendar. Holidays are sometimes observed twice, 

by both calendars. 
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No festival is complete without folk dancing. 
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The lunar new year is perhaps the most popular cele­

bration of the year. Festh'iti(>s continue for a week or 

more. All busine-Rs ('OlllPS to a halt on New Year's Day, 

even restaurants and tea houses dosing so everyone can 

be with his family to ('elebrate. This is a time to pay 

homage to ancestors antI to pay and receive formal calls. 

Every effort is made by eY(>n the poorest family to have 

new dothing and traditional goodies. The tombs of those 

who died within the paRt year are vh;ilted on the 16th day 

of the first lunar month. 

Juri-Uma (Geisha) Festival is celebrated on the 20th 

day of the first lunar month. The geisha parade on this 

occaRion to the Nami-Xo-Ue Shrine in Naha will prnhably 

be your best cham'e to Ree geisha, for geisha parties are 

ralther exdusiye and yery expem;ive. 

Two festivals during the second lunar month are com­

memorated privately; Higun (meaning Other Shore), a 

Buddhist festival of the dead marking the crossing of 

souls over the ocean of existence to Xirvana, and Uma 

Chii, a festival of grain during which prayers are made 

for a good harvest. 
The third day of the third lunar month brings a joyful 

occasion for girls-Hina Mutsurt (Doll Festival). At 

this time dolls, often heirlooms and exquisite miniatures 

of ancient royal families and courtiers, are displayed in 

hnmes. These doUs are not ordinary toys to be played. 

with. After about a week they are put away until the 
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next Doll Festival. Picnics, dancing, and dressing up are 

privileges of the girls on this holiday. 

Seimei-Sai, or Memorial Day, also fnlls in the third 

lunar month-after planting time and before active culti­

,ration is started. Families and clans of families the.n 

gather to pay homage formally to ancestors, 

Colorful Dragon Boat races fire held on the fourth day 

of the fifth month, when 30-foot canoes, each manned by 

a dozen paddlers and brightly painted to represent a 

dragon, race one another. Itoman is the best place to 

enjoy this celebration. In ancient times, canoes similar 

in size to those used in the races were carved from single 

logs to carry hardy Ryukyuan seamen over thousands of 

miles of ocean. Although trees of sUch noble proportions 

vanished long ago, so strong is the hold of traflition that 

the same type of canoe is still made, of boards carefully 

fitted by hand. 

The fifth day of the fifth month is Children'S Day, once 

celebrated for boys only but now enjoyed by girls as well. 

On this day you will see paper or cloth carp flying from 

poles at eYery house where there are boys. The carp, by 

swimming upstream, symbolizes strength and manliness. 

To encourage a manly spirit, ancient weapons---either 

heirlooms or, more commonly, replicas of old weapons­

are displayed. Boys traditionally bathe in water scented 

with iris root. Influenced by so-called samu.rai moviefi 

featuring exploits of feudal heroes, small boys often spend 
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