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CHAPl'ER 12 

WlRTAR CRATER ANALYSIS 

A. A MORTAR CRATER IS NEARLY CIRCU~R IN SHAPE. THE FRONT EDGE 

IS UNDERCUT AND THE BACK EDGE (TOWARD THE MORTAR) IS SHORN OF 

GROWTH AND GROOVED OR STREAKED BY SPLINTERS. THE GROUND AROUND 

THE CRATER IS STREAKED BY SPLINTER GROOVES WHICH RADIATE OUTW"ARD 

FROM THE POINT OF DETONATION. THE ENDS OF THE SPLINTER-GROOVES 

AT THE BACK SIDE OF THE CRATER ARE ON ANY APPROXI)(A.TELY STRAIGHT 

LINE OF FLIGHT OF THE PROJECTILE. 

B. DIRECTION FROM II MORTAR CRATER TO THE HOSTILE WEAPON IS 

DETERMINED BY THE FOLWWING METHODS: 

(1) POINT OF DETONATION. IS INITIALLY LOCATED AS INDICATED 

IN THE FIRST ILLUSTRATION ANIl II STAKE IS DRIVEN INTO THE CRATER 

AT THE POINT OF DETONATION. THE FUZE TUNNEL IS THEN IDCATED 

AND II RANGE POLE OR STRAIGlIT STICK IS THEN LAID ALONG THE LlNE 

FROM THE FUZE TUNNEL TO THE STAKE. THIS STICK REPRESENTS TIlE 

LINE OF FIRE. 

(2) FROM SPLINTER GROOVES. A STRAIGIIT STICK IS LAID ALONG 

THE ENDS OF THE SPLINTER-GROOVES TT THE REAR OF THE CRATER, AS 

INDICATED IN THE SECOND ILLUSTRATION. A SECOND STICK IS LHD 

ON THE FIRST STICK FORKING A RIOIIT ANGLE AND BISECTING THE CRA-

TER. THE AZIMUTH OF THE SECOND STICK GIVES DIRECTION TO THE 

WEAPON. 

(3) FROM GENERAL SHAPE. WHEN A DEFINITE AND REGULAR CRATER 

IS FORKEJ), A STRAIGHT STICK CAN BE !JIID ALONG ITS MAIN AXIS, 

DIVIDING THE CRATER INTO SYMMETRICAL HALVES AS SHO'oIN lit THE 

THIRD ILLUSTRATION. THIS STICK REPRESENTS THE LIIfE OF FIRE, 

THERFORE, THE BACK AZIMUTH IS TRE DIRECTION TO TIlE WEAPON. 



L. 

(A) Herd, burnt Inner crete. 

(8) Fuze tunnel 

(e) Undereut front edge 

(D) Splinter groove. 
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DIRECTION 

TO MORTAR 

1 locIItlng point of de~tlo,,-

DIRECTION 

TO MORTAR 

STICKS 

2 DIrection from "pllnte. grooves. 

DIRECTION 

TO MORTAR 

3 DIrection from genera' .... po. 

Detennlnatlon of DlrectlOft From • Mortar Crater. 
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CHAPTER 13 

MAP READING HINTS 

A.~ 

1. TO FIND YOUR 0W1i LOCATION BY USlHG A COMPASS AIID MAP, 

CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED BY A METIroD CALLED RESECTION. THE STEP 

BY STEP PROCEDURE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

(Al SELECT TWO GROUND FEATURES THAT ARE ABOl!I' 90 DEGREES 

APART AS SEEN FROM WHERE YOU STAND. ORIENT YOUR MAP AS ACCUR­

ATELY AS POSSIBLE BY INSPECTION, AND MARK THE TWO GROUND FEA­

TURES ON THE MAP. 

(B) SIGHT ON THE TWO GRCUND FEATURES WITH THE COMPASS 

AND READ THE AZIMUTH TO EACH. 

(C) CONVERT THE AZIMUTH TO A BACK AZIMIl'l'H 

(D) PLOT THEM ON THE MAP BY DRAWING THE AZIMUTH BEYOND 

THE TWO GROUND FEATURES. 

(E) THEN EXTEIID BOTH OF THE LINES BACK TOWARD THE 

OCCUPIED POSITION UN'I'IL THE TWO LIIi!ES CROSS, WllERE THE TWO 

CROSS WILL BE YOUR LOCATION Olf THE MAP. 

NOTE: IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO CONVERT MAGNETIC AZIMUTH TO GRID 

AZIMUTH walLE IN VIETNAM BECAUSE MAGNETIC AZIMUTH VARIATION IS 

NF:GLIGIPLR. 

B. THRUST POIHTS 

1. THE UTILIZATIOIf OF THRUST POINTS PERMITS RADIO TRANS-

MISSION OF UNIT LOCATIO!fS Ilf THE ClEAR. IT ELIKINATES THE HE-

QUIREKENT FOR EMPLOYING RADIO CODES. 
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(A) TIffiUST POINTS MAY BE DESIGNATED BY NAKES, COLORS, 

LETTERS OR NUMBERS. 

(B) THE DISTANCES ARE EXPRESSED IN METERS FROM THE 

THRUST POINT BY THE WORDS, ADD OR DROP, LEFT OR RIGHT. 

(C) THRUST POINTS ARE DESIGNATED BY HIGHER HEADQUARTERS, 

AND SHOUID BE MARKED ON YOWl MAP lOHEN PROMUUlATiID. FRIENDLY 

LOCATIONS AND POSITIONS WILL THEN BE GIVEN USING THIS SYSTEM. 

DO NOT REPORT ENEMY POSITIONS WITH THIS SYSTEM, AS THIS WILL 

COMPROMISE THE CODE. 

EXAMPLE MAP ElUIMPLE MAP 

80 81 82 83 .. 85 .. 8 B2 83 .. 85 
4 • POll 

.. 
T~ 

3 

2 

I 

• 0 

" 

THRUST POINT ESTABLISHED AT 
COORDINATES 8242. 

(NOTE ON GRID LINES) 

., 
42 

41 

40 

'- - ~ 

I 
• V 

POSITION 
I • 

TO REPORT POSITION #1 
"FROM THRUST POINT ALPHA, 
RlGln' 1.5, DROP 1.5

M 

TO REPORT POSITION #'2 
"FROM THRUST POINT ALPHA, 
LEFT 1.0, ADD 0.7" 



CHAPTER -14 

MOTOR TRANSPORT CONVOY CHECKLIST 

A. FORMATION, CLOSE COWMN. OPEN COWt.Vl. OR INFILTRATION 

B. NUMBER OF TROOPS TO BE LIFTED 

C. TIMING 

D. ROUTE DESCRIPTION 

~ SPEED 

F. O,DER OF MARCH (lOCATION OF AU TROOPSI 

G. MAINTENENACE OF CONTACT 

H. PROCEDURE WHEN CONTACT IS LOST AND ACTION ON VEHIClf 

BREAKDOWN. 

I. DISTRIBUTION OF SUBORDINATE UNITS. 

J. ACTIONS ON AMBUSH 

K. ACTIONS IN DANGER AREA 

~ VEHIClfS HARDENED 

M. AO AVAILABILITY 

N. PRACTICE VEHIClf UNLOADING DRIUS 

O. SUPPORTING ARMS PLAN 

P. PRACTICE AU COUNTERAMBUSH DRILLS. 

Q. COMMUNICATIONS. SIGNALS. CP LOCATIONS 

R. I SSUE ORDER IREFER TO CHAPTER 31 

S. BRIEFING AND REHEARSAL 
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CHAPTER 15 

COMllllT DEFENSE TIPS 

I. GENERAL 

A. CONTINUOUS EMPHASIS MUST BE PLACED ON OFFENSIVE OPERA-

TIONS, BUT ESTABLISHMENT OF SOUND DEFENSIVE POSiTIONS IS ESSEN­

TUL. PIAIINIRG AND EXECUTION OF THE DEFENSE MUST BE FLEXIBLE 

FOR RAPID REACTION TO ENEMY ATTACKS. 

II. DEFDUTIONS 

A. DELIBERATE DEFENSE. ORIEIfTED TOWARD THE RETENTION OF 

SPECIFIC TERRAIN. SUFFICIENT TIME IS SET ASillE FOR PLANNING, 

PREPARATION AND GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF POSITIONS. IN THE 

CASE OF A FIXED AND SEMlFIXED INSTALLATION, BARBED WIRE BJ\RRIERS 

(SINGLE AIID DOUBLE APRON FENCE, TANGLEFOOT) SHOULD BE CONSTRUCTED 

AROmID THE PERIMETER OF THE INSTALLATION AND AROUND SENSITIVE 

LOCATIONS INSIDE THE PERIMETER. THESE POSITIONS ARE FREQUENTLY 

OCCUPIED FOR SOME TIME AND TIlEY FORM THE FIRM BASE FORWARD OF 

imIeH UNITS CONDUCT SWEEPS. PATROlS AND AMBUSHES. THEY ARE 

CAPABLE OF BEING RESUPPL[ED BY EITHER AIR OR VEHICLE. 

B. HASTY DEFENSE. NORMALLY, A DEFENSE ESTABLISHED BY A UNIT 

INVOLVED IN FLUID OPERATIONS. LITTLE TIME IS AVAILABLE FOR RE­

CONNAISSANCE, PLANNING AND OCCUPATION, CONSEQUENTLY THE SUCCESS­

FUL ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS DEFENSE DEPENDS UPON THE TECHNIQUES 

USED. 

III. ~ 

A. TO PROVlllE THE COMMANDER WITH A CHECK LIST WHICH CAN 

BE USED PRIMARILY FOR THE ESTAELISHMENT OF A DELIBERATE DEFENSIVE 

POSITION. IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT MANY OF THE POI1f'I"S BROUGHT FORTH 

HERE-IN MAY ALSO llE APPLIED FOR HASTY DEFENSES. 
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FUNDAJo{EJI.'TAIS OF DEFE!lSE 

I. PROPER UTILIZATION OF TERRAIN 

A. KEY TERRAIN 

(1) CONTROL FEATURES ESSENTIAL TO OBSERVATION, COMM 
AND MANEUVER OF RESERVES. 

(2) RESUPPLY CAPABILITY, TRUCK AND/OR HEW 

(3) AVAHABILITY OF WATER (INCLUDE SOURCE WITHIN 
PERIKETER IF POSSIBLE) 

B. C~ AND CONCEAUoIENT 

(1) DIO IX, lIOTH FIGHTING AND LIVING QUARTERS 

(2) ALL BUNKERS EQUIPPED WITH OVERHEAD COVER 

(3) FOXHOLE COVERS AND DRAINAGE DITCHES NEEDED IN MOR­
SOON SEASON 

(4) MINIMUM OF 18" OF WGS. SANDBAGS. ROCK AND DIRT 
REQUIRED FOR OVERHEAD PROTECTION 

(5) BUNKERS KEp]' row TO THE GROUND (LOW SILHOll'l"l'E) 

(6) OVERHEAD COVER IMPROVED AND STRENGTHENED 

(7) MINIMIJlr( OF TWO EGRESS ROUTES FROM BUNKERS 

(8) CONNECTIJro TRENCHES BETlfEElI' BUI'!KERS AIID PIGH'P HOLES 

(A) 4 1/2' DEEP, FRONT PARAPET l' THICK, 1/2' TO l' 

HIGH 

(ll) SITE ALL BUNKERS, TRENCHES TO TAKE ADVAIITAGE OF 

NATURAL DRAINAGE 

(9) MAKE MAXIMUM USE OF BACKGROUND TO BREAK ~ OUTLIJlES 

(10) DISPOSE OF ALL SOIL AIID EXTRA BUIIDIl'fG MATER-rAll! 

(11) CAMOUFIIIOE CONTlHUOUSLY 

(12) COIfSTRUCT DUMMJ FIEW WORKS 

(13) VEGETATION IS IfOT CUT utmECESSARILY 

C.~ 

: 1) COVERED BY FIRE 

.. 
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(2) DO ftOT LOCATE WI'I'HIlf GRElW)E THRQWIJIfG RANGE OF THE 
DEFEIISIVE POSITlOllS 

(3) COXCERTIKA TO BE USED FOR HASTY DEnISE OIlLY AIm 
STAKED 00lIII WBEII USED 

("') LOCATED TO CAIlALIZE TaE EIfEKY 

(5) MAIIITAII'IED UNDER OBSERVATION AT ALL TIM&S 

(6) 

(7) 

MllfES, CLAYMORES, BARBED WIRE ENTANGLEMENTS, TRIP 
FLARES AIID BOOBY TRAPS. EMPLOYED WITH MOVEMENT WARN­
DIG DEVICES. SARDBAGGED. MARKED AIID INSPECTED DAILY 

BARBED WIRE El'ITAIIGLEMElITS TO BE A MIIfIKUM OF 10 
XETERS IN DEPTH ARD SHOUll) INCLUDE A FRONT DOUBLE 
APRON, A REAR DOUBLE APRON, AIm TANGLE:FOOT 

(8) CAM:lUFLAGE, AIID EMPLOYED Iff DEPTH 

(9) PIAN FOR LAJfES AIID GAPS 

D. OBSERVATION AI'ID FIELDS OF FIRE 

(1) OP'S ON DOMIIfATllfG TERRAIN 

(2) SURVEILLANCE RADAR 

(3) CHECK FOR CLEAR FIELDS OF FIRE BETWEEN UNITS 

(4) EXCESSrvE CLEARllfG WILL DISCLOSE POSITlOII.3 

(5) CLEAR n:AR FEBA AND WORK FORWARD TO THE LIMITS OF 
EFFECTIVE SMALL ARMS FIRE. 

(6) ENBURE GRENADIERS ARE NOT HAMPERED BY OBSTRUCTIONS 

(7) REWCATE OR BURN CUT BRUSH 

(8) FIElDS OF FIRE DELINEATED AND PDF'S MARKED 

(9) IN HEAVY WOODS, THIN UNDERGROWTH AND REMOVE LOWER 
BRANCHES OF TREES 

(10) CbEAR UNES/I'UNNEUl OF FIRE, AND ENSURE GRAZING 
FIELDS OF FIRE 

(11) REMOVE TREES OR FEATURES WHICH MIGHT BE USED AS 
REFERENCE PTS BY THE ENEMY 

(12) ILLUMINATION PLAN, SEARCHLIGlITS, GR01JND SIGNAlB, ARTY 
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B. AVUUES O'P APPROACH 

(1.) DETDKIK! BBST ROtJ'l'IS rOlt IIlVDD'l' OJ' IlE8DVES TO 
BLOClCIIG POSITIOJ(8 OR COUlrI'D4'l"rACJC POSI'l'IOE 

(2) COVBlI.BD BY FIJU:, OES'l'ACLES .-n/o). OBSBRVATIO. 

II. ~ 

A. EAlILT tfAIUnllG DEVICES, LP'S IJID OplS 

B. UKIT QlI.lEM'ED TO DEnIm JI( ALL DIRECTIOIB 

C. IXPROVISE WAJIlIIlfG DEVICES, SUCII AS TRIP WIRES, FlARES, 
RATTUS, AlTI-PERSOlflEL MIIUS 

D. SCRAMBLE PLUS FOR IIELOS/AIRCRAF'l' IJID PLAit FOR UBE OF 
AO'S AID HEID'S III COImUCT OF DEFEIBE 

E. PIAJ( ILLUK SUPPORT FIRES, 8ll1M AI!ID ARTY 

11. COK8TAJIIT PATROLLING OF AREA 

G, Ha.I PIRES USED' EXTEHlIIVELY AT IfIGHT, IlICLIlDIXQ M-79. 
60l0I:, 8UD1. lo6RR, A)(I) ARTY 

H. CAlfS FILLED WITH JELLIED GASOLIKE WITH A REIIKlTE BYBTEK 
PLACED II( STlIATEGIC AREAS 

III. MUTUAL SUPPORT 

A. POSITIOn! LDCATED TO 8UPPOIlT OKE AJroTHER 

B. UlIITS Ill' DEPI'H SUPPOlIT OUT TO mORT 

C. COORDlJUTED SURVEILLA.llCE BE'I'WEEI' U1fI'l'S 

D. COORDIJIATE FIRES AIm l\ARRJERB 

IV. DEFEIfl3E I!( DEprH 

A. ESTABLISH BLOCIING, SUPPLEMENTARY AND ALTERKATE POSITIOlfS 

B. ONE UlUT ORGAlfIZED AS RESERVE, PLAM TO IlI'CLUDE SECTOR 
RESERVE. 

C. UBE ADDITIOItAL FIEID FORTIFICATIOlfS 

D. PLAJ( VSE OF BIIJKE AND WP TO SUPPORT COUNTERATTACK PIAII 

V. ALL-ROUXD DEFElfSE 

A. ESTABLISH 360 DEGREE PERIMETER 

o 
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B. SUPPORTING FIRES PLANNED TO MEET CONTINGENCY FROM ALL 
DIRECTIONS 

C. RESERVES PREPARED TO OCCUPY PREVIOUSLY PREPARED POSITIONS 

D. COUNTERAttACK PLAN REHEARSED 

VI. COORDINATED FIRE PUNNING 

A. FIRES OF ALL ORGANIC WEAPONS, TANKS, ARTILLERY, NAVAL 
GUNFIRE AND CAS COORDINATED 

B. DEFENSIVE FIRES PLANNED, BARRAGES, CONCENTRATIONS, TPQ'S 

C. NIGHTTIME H&I'S COORDINATED TO GIVE LONG RANGE, MEDIUK 
SHORT RANGE COVERAGE OF AREA 

D. ESTABLISH COUNTER MORTAR, IlATrERY AND ROCKET PU,NS 

CONDUCT OF THE DEFENSE 

I. ALERTS 

A. ALARM SYSTEM KNOWN TO, AND PRACTICED BY EVERYONE 

B. SENI'RIES ON DUTY AT ALL TIMES 

C. USE MAN MADE TOlOERS TO ASSIST IN OBSERVATION OF GENERAL 
AREA 

D. ON ALERT MEN I«:lVE TO POSITION AND REMAIN THERE. OTHER 
MOVEMENT DURING THIS PERIOD CONSIDERED ENEMY 

E. COMMUNICATION LINE ESTABLISHED BETWEEN /UlJACENT BUNKERS 

F. 1001' ALERT AT 15 MINUTES PRIOR TO lAST LIGfIT AND 15 
MINUTES PRIOR TO FIRST LIGIIT 

II. ADMINISTRATION 

A. SETUP OF LATRINES IN PROTEC'l'ED AREA 

B. GARBAGE PITS 

C. MEDEVAC PLAN, ROUTES TO LZ, CASUALTY STAGING AREAS 

D. ESTABLISH REPORTlMO SYSTEM FOR CONTACTS AND ALL SECURE 
REPORTS 

E. MEALS STAGGERED BETWEEN UNITS 

F. iJASJUliG PERIODS STAGGERED 

G. REST PERIODS STAGGERED 

R. WEAPONS CLEANED DAILY AND PERIODS STAGGERED 
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I. ALI. MER AlUI!D AT !fIGHT AND ADrAYS )R)VE 1M PAIRS 

J. COVERED AlGI) STORAGE, PLT SIZE UP 

III. GEIfERAL TIPS 

A. TROOPS USE FRAG GREIADES OR M-79'S WHiR DEFIXITE SOUIDS 
ARE HEARD OUTSIDE PERIMETER. ~~. THElf ILLUMIIU.TE 

B. IF 60MM AND 8lXK N>RTARS ARE AVAILUlLE, IDCATE 60'S TO 
PROVIDE 360 DEGREE OBSERVATIOR OF PERIMETER FROllTAGE TO 
FACILITATE DIR,ECT EIfGAGEMEN'I' OF MUZZLE FIASHES 

C. FREE TUBING WITH 60MM KlRTARS EXPEDITES COUKTER MORTAR 
FIRE. PRAC'l'ICE TECHNIQUE. 

D. ESTABLISH EMERGENCY [Z WITHIN PERIMETER. ADJACENT TO AID 
STATION 

E. ElmORE COMPASS JCEl'f ARE ESTABLISHED ON PERIMETER TO GIVE 
DIRECTION OF ENEMY KlRTAR FLASHES 

F. STARLIGHT SCOPE USED TO DETECT EI(EMY POSITIOH8 

G. INTRUSION DEVICES USED Ilf COMJUlI'CTIlfN WITH CLAYMORE MINES 
AND WIlEN MOVEMElfr IS DETERKIIfED DETONATE CLAYMORES 

H. EIfSURE DISPERSIOM PRICIPLE TO THE FlILLEST 
I 
I. UTILIZATIOJl' OF TIlE TAm( MJUl'ITED XEMOM S-eARCIfLIGHT 1M COlf_ 

JUlICTION WITH DEFENSE 

J. USE BIAST DEVICES. FLAME FOUll-ASSE AND EXPIDDIHO FLAME DEVICES. 

K. PREPARE ACTIVE AND DEFENSIVE PLANS FOR TEHANT AIRCRAFT 

L. PLAN FOR EMPIDYMEIf'I' OF TRACX VEHICLES, ROlJrFJ! FOR COUNTER­
ATTACK PIAN 

M. ALL SOFI' TARGETS. SUCH AS GENERATORS. AND COMM EQUIPMElfr. 
PROTECTED WITH OVERHEAD COVER 

N. DIG DEEP PITS REINFORCE:D Oil' SIDES WITH SANDBAGS FOR MJRTARS 
3.5 ROCKET LAUNCHES AND 106 RECOIIESS RIFIE 

O. BACK-UP COMMUl'lICATIOJllS. WIRE, RADIO, VISUAL. AUDIO, PYRO­
TECHNICS 

P. PLAN FOR EMPLODIENT OF TRAHSIElITS. ASSIGlf SPECIFIC POSI­
TrOMS MID/OR MISSIONS. PREPARE TRANSIENT II'IFORMATION 
CARDS • 
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CHAPI'ER 16 

RELIEF OF LINE PROCEllURES 

A. PRIOR ARRANGEMENT 

THE RELIEF OF A UNIT WILL BE PRECEDED -BY A DETAILED RECON­

NAISSANCE OF THE SECTOR AlID ROUTES TO IT BY PERSONNEL OF THE 

RELIEVING UNIT. ALL COMMANDERS DOWN TO AIID INCLUDING PLATOON 

LEADERS WILL VISIT ASSIGNED POSITIONS PRIOR TO THE RELIEF. AT 

THIS TIME, ARRANGEMENT WILL BE MADE FOR THE EXCHANGE OF INFGRMA­

TION. TRANSFER OF EQUIP!(ENT AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF PERSONNEL OF 

Till: RELIEVING UNIT TO THE UNIT BErNG RELIEVED FOR FAJITLIARIZATIO!'f 

PURPOSES. 

B. EXCHANGE OF INFORMATImf 

UNITS BEING RELIEVED WILL FURNISH T}--S RELIEVIlm UNtT WITH 

COKPLETE FILES OF ALL PlANS AND ORDo:RS OF THEIR CWN AND lITGHER 

HEADQUARTERS PEl!TAIIfING TO THE SECTOR. THIS \iILL INCL~E ALL 

AVAILAELE IIIFORMATION RELATIVE TO: 

(1) E!'IEKY IDEIITIFICATION. DISPOSITION, TACTICS. CAPABILITIES, 

WEAPOKS ifEAPOJfS 

(2) FRIENDLY AND ENEMY TACTICAL AND PROTECTIVE 'lITRE. OBSTACrRS 

AJID ROUTES OF MOVEMEKT. 

(3) FRIENDLY A!ID EIfEIfi MINEFIELDS. 

(4) FIRIKG A!ID COMMUJfICATION~ DATA 

(5) C\JRREKT AIm COHTEMPLATED CIVIC ACTION REPORT. A1'ID ALL 

mn::OMPLETED CIVIC ACTION FROGRAK3. 

C. FAKILIARIZATIOIf OF PERSOlO{EL 

(1) THE FOLWVING KrlTIMlJ'M PERSOIll'lEL SHOOUI VISIT THE UNIT 

BEIKG BELJE'lED. 
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(Al OlE STAn' OJ'l'ICD noM u.CR :alft1LIOlf 8T.AJ'P &:ICTlOI 

(B) OU OPFICEII. PO :nroft LID COIIPAIY 

(el OD! WOW-COJOlISSIOJIED OFFICER PER no.- LlD PIA'l'OOI 

(D) OD ltO.-COIIIlSSIOIQ:D OJ'll'ICIm PER l'llOlI'!' LID BQOAD. 

(El OD JIEIIBER FROM AM'ILURT FOR 'fUll, TACP P.Aftr • .un 

IKlR'l'AJI FOIl TEIJIS. 

D.~ 

THE IlICOKIIIl Ulfl'l' COIIIWIDER VI~ ASSUJIB lIBSPOJlSIBILITT :f(I)l 

TJIl; DEFEIISE wm:Jf THE MAJOR PORTIOI'I OF HIS COJOWKl IS P!lYSlCALLY 

II POSITIOI'f Alm HE HAS ESTAlILISm:o COIDllJKICATlOIIS AIm COEROL. 

llORMALLY. ASSUMPl'lOIt OF COMMAIID OF BA'l"I'ALIO. SECTOR VI.LL lIE 

EFFECTED OIlLY DURIIIG DAYLIGHT. 

E. AllKlJfISTRATlVE IIIS'l'RUCTIORS 

(1) lIELIE'lIl'fG UIIlT WILL CARRY 00 OOS lEI. 

(2) CUSS I. III, IV, AIID V WILL RKlUJI II PLACE. 

(3) ALL AREAS POLICElJ l!Y UIIlT BEUG RELIF:VED. 
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0HAP1'ER 17 

MI6CELJJJfEOUS 

CONVERSION TABLE - WEIGHTS AJID KEASURES 

MULTIPLY BY TO OBTAIN 

ACRES .405 HECTAlIES 

CALIBER 25.4 OITLLI..,... 

CEJToom:RS .3937 INCHES 

" DEGREES 17.8 MWl 

FATHOlC 6 FEET 

FEET ,1667 FATHOMS 

QALIJl'" 3.785 LITElUl 

GRAINS .00228 OUN'" 

GRAMS .03527 0_' 
HECTARES 2.471 A<'''''' 
INCHES 2.54 CEJlTlKETERS 

KIWGRAMB 2.2 roUNDS 

KU""""'" .6214 MIrE' 

"'OTS 1,152 MI"" PER HOUR 

LITERS .2642 GALLONS 

"",,,S 1.094 YARDS 

" MI"" 1;609 ,m,,"""'" 
MILES PER HOUR .8684 !Q(OTS 

0 

I 6, 
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KtJLTIPLY BY TO OBTAI. 

KUL"""'" .039'1 CALIIII:I< 

"u< .05' D ...... 

0 .. "", 437·5 ORA"'" 

OU1fCES 28.35 ..... 
POUNDS .4536 "'LOG .... 
YARDS ·9144 K""'IS 

0 

o 
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IUlIE RUUi5 FOI't PERSOIOIEL OJ' U,S, MILITARY ASSIBTAIfCE COlelAKD. 

ill!!!A!! 
1. ~ WE ARE QUEST HERE: WE MAn: NO DEMA.NiJS AND SEE!': IfO 

SPEC IAL TREATMEKT. 

2. JOIN WITH THE PEOPLE! tIKDERSTAJiID THEIR LIFE, USE PHMSES 

FROM THEIR UJl'GUAGE AND HONOR THEIR CUSTOMS AI«) IJ.)fS. 

3. TREAT WO~1f WITH POLITENESS AIm RESPECT. 

4. MAll:E PERSOXl<L FRIENDS ANOUlI'G SOIDIERS AInl COMM:lN PEOPLE. 

S. AIlfAYS GIVE THE VIETIU.MESE THE RIGlIT OF WAY. 

6. BE ALERT TO SECURITY AND READY TO REACT WITH YOUR MILITARY 

StaLL. 

7. DOII!T ATTRACT ATTENTION BY LOUD, RUDE OR UWU3UAL BEIiAVlOR. 

8. Avom SEPARATING YOURSEIP FROM THE PEOPLE BY A DISPU,y OF 

WEALTH OR PRIVILEGE. 

9. ABOVE ALL ELSE, YOU ARE MEXBER OF THE U,S, MILITARY FORCES 

Olf 11 DIFFICULT MISSION, RESPOJI'SIBLE FOR ALL YOUR OFFICIAL AIm 

PERSO!t\L ACTIOIlf. REFLECT HONOR UPON YOURSELF AND THE UNITED 

STATES 0., AMERICA. 

6, 



THE EBEMY III YOUR fWO)S 

1. HANDLE HIM FIRMLY. PROMPl'LY. BUT IlUMAlfLY. 

THE CAPTIVE IN YOUR !{AIIDS MUST BE DlSARXED, SEARCHED, SECurum 

AND WATCHED BUT HE MUST ALSO BE TREATED AT ALL TIMES AS A HUMAJI' 

BEIJIG. HE MUST NO'!' BE TQlITUlIED, KILLED, KUTIUTED OR DEGRADED, 

EVEN IF HE REFUSES TO TALK. IF THE CAPl'IVE IS A WOM!lf, TREAT 

HER WITH ALL RESPECT DUE HER SEX. 

2. TAKE THE CAPI'IVE QUICKLY TO SECURITY. 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE EVAClJATE THE CAPl'IVE TO A PUCE OF SAFETY 

AND IHTERROGATIOR DESIGIlATED BY YOUR COIOWUlER. MILITARY 

DOCUMENTS TAKEN FROM THE CAPTIVE ARE AIBO BERT TO THE IHTER­

ROGATION, BUT THE CAPTIVE WILL KEPP HIS PERSOllAL EQUIPMElIT 

ElCEPI' WEAPONS. 

3. MISTREATMEWT OF AllY CAPTIVE IS A CRDlIJlI.L OFFDSE. EVERY 

MARlJIIE IS PERSONALLY RESPOI(8IBLE FOR THB EUMt IN HIS HAXDB 

IT IS BOTH DIBHOJ(QRABLE AND FOOLISH TO MISTREAT A CAPl'IVJ:. IT 

IS ALBO A PUlfISHAIlLE OFnRSE. lOT EVDI A lIEATEI EIIDI WILL 

SURRElIDER IF HE KNOllS HIS CAPTORS WILL TOJrl'lJRE OR ICILL HIM. 

HE WILL RESIST AND IfAIE HIS CAPl'tIRE JI)8T COSTLY: FAIR TREAT­

IIElI'l' OF aAPI'IVES EJll'COURAGES THE DEIlY TO stIlIRElDD 

4. TREAT THE SICK AHD WOtnmED CAl'TI'lE AS &1ST 'IOU CD. 

THE CAPl'IVE SAVED KAY BE AI III'l'CLLIIJElfCZ I5OtIRCE. II' An CASE HE 

IS A HlDUJ( BKIkG A1ID MUST BE TIIDTED LIU OD. THI WID WHO 

IGIfORES THE SICK A1ID WOUIDED DEGRADES KII lmIFORII 

, 

o 

o 
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5. ALL PERSONS Ilf YOUR KAlIDS, WHETHER SUSPECTS, CIVILIANS OR 

COMBAT CAPTIVES, MUST BE PROTECTED AGAINST VIOLEKC'E, INSULT. 

CURIOUSITY, AIID REPRISAUl OF ANY KIlID. 

LEAVE PUNISHMENT TO THE COURTS AIID JUDQES. THE MARIH SHOWS 

HIS STRENGTH BY HIS FAIRltESS, FIRMNESS, AIID HUMANITY TO THE 

PERSONS IN HIS HANDS. 
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HALT 

LAY DOII1I nnlII Go. 

PtJ'I' tIP YOUR IlAJIDS 

KEY V1E'fl(AJ!!8B PIlQASBS 

VIm<AlII!SE 

"''"'' LAI 
BOO.. SUllO nro .. 

DURA TAY ID 

UEP nnlII RAIDS 011 YOUR HIWl DURA 'rAY l&It DAU 

I WIlL SEAltClI YOU 

DO JIOT TAU 

'AU<~ 

TUJUf RIGHT 

-= 
EBGLISH 

BOOm TRAP 

EXPWSm;s 

",""",E 

'UERRlu.\ 

IfORTH TIETNAXESE 

VIET CONG 

COIoDrullIST 

'QUAD 

""roo. 
COMPANY B 

BA'I"l'ALION .. "...." 

TOI IJJ,AJ( Ole 

DUIIIl "1 CIIU!EI 

lAI DAlIG KIA 

XAY BEll PllAI 

XAY BEll TRAI 

MILITARY TRRXtIfOIDGY 

PROIfUlICIATIOII V,.,.....,.. 
BY '" BOY'" 

TOO-OC IfO THDOC IfO 

LUU DOli LUU DAIt 

nruJI YOU JaCK Q.UAIf DU KICR 

IIEIIY BAC VIET lfOOUr BAC VIET 

VIET com VIET COItG 

IUlllG SAil COllG SAlt 

TYBII DOY TlEU DOl 

TROONG DOY TRUlfG DOl 

DIE DOY DAI DOl 

TYBII OWAW TIEU DOAIt 

TROO1fG WAll TRUIIG DCAII 
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MONSOON HUlTS 

A. TilE NORTHEAST MONSOON WHICH EFFECTS THE 3D MARINE 

MARINE DIVlSION TAOR BEGINS IN SEPrEMBER AND LASTS THROUGH 

JANUARY. THE AVERAGE RAINFALL PER MONTH IS ],:X':'REMELY HEAVY 

FROM SEPI'EMBER THROUGH NOVEMBE.R AND THEN TAPERS OFF DURING Til:S 

MON'l'HS OF DECEMBER AND JANUARY. LTS~'ED BEIDY{ ARE SOME OF THE 

ITEMS THAT YOU, AS II UNTT LEADER SHOUm TRY TO HAVE AVA1LABLE 

FOR YOUR MEN TO ENSURE MORE COMFORTABLE LIVING DURING THE 

RAINY SEASON. 

(1) TWO ViP BAGS, (OR 1 WP AND II SEA BAG ), FOR STORAGE 

OF CWTIlES, II lOP RAG SHOUrn ACCOMPANY YOU IN TIlE FIELD AS YOUR 

BASE CAMP FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

(2) RAIN SUIT AND RAIN HAT. 

(3) FOOT PO-.roER. SHOULD BE SPRINKLED ON FEET DAILY. 

(4) SHOWER SHOES TO '!lEAR IN BASE CAMP AREA TO ALWW 

FEET TO GEY DRY AND "AIRED" OlIT. 

(5) FOX HOLE COVER. 

(6) TWO PONCHOS. 

(7) BECAUSE MAPS DISENTAGRATE VERY QUICKLY TN WET Mors'!' 

WEATHRR THE FOLWWING TMPROVISED METHODS OF PRO'!''!';('TION MAY BE 

USED TO INCREASF, THE LIFE SPAN 01' A MAP: 

(A) ENCWSE THE MAP TN A SMALL F:NVF:WPE OF TRANS­

PARENT PLASTTC MATERIAL OR USE THF PLASTIC CWTHES BAGS, WHiCH 

ARE USE!) BY TIlE VIETNAMESE LAUNDRYS, FOR A MAP CASE. 

(B) PAINT MAPS WITH p, M:;X'!'lmE OF CLEAR SHELLAC AND 

GUM. 'rHIS PRO':'~OTS THE MAP AND ENABLES GRF.P.SE PENCIL TO BE USED 

DIRECTLY ON IT. 

J 
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(8) SILICOIl'E OU'l'MEllT FOR USE 011 TIlE FD'l' TO PREVEIT 

IlIMERSIOI FOOT. 

(9) WATERPROOF BAG FOR STORAGE OF VEAPOlI. 

(10) SWEAT SHIRTS, WOOL SHIRT, OR IDlfQ UlDEllVEAR FOR 

COUl IlEATHER II DECEKfIER Aim .JJJroJ.RY. 

(11) GIDVES. 

(12) FlEUl JAcrETS. 

(13) PIASTIC' BlGS OF ALL SIZES POR STORAQE OF VARIOUS 

"' .... 

.. 
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REWARDS PROGRAM FOR RECElPI' OF VIET conG INTELLIGENCE INFORM,A'r!ON 

A. IN OCTOBER 1966 A REWARDS PROGRAM WAS INITIATED TO PROVIDE 

AN INCi':NTlVE TO VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS TO VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 

CONCERNING VIET CONO ACTIVITY AND OR WEAPONS. 

B. REWARDS FUNDS WILL BE mrLIZED TO REWARD VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS 

ONLY, RE.'WARDS lULL NOT BE PAID TO V,S. PERSONNEL, VIETNAMESE 

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS OR AGENCIES, NOR TO VIETNAMESE MILITARY 

(ARVN) OR PARlI-MILITARY PERSONNEL. NBITHER WILL REIOARDS FUNDS 

BE UTILIZED TO ESTABLISH AGENT NF:Tl(ORKS OR SIMILAR APPARATUS. 

C. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT COMMANDERS WILL VARY REWARD AMOUNTS 

TO FIT CHANGING SITUATIONS. INDIVIDUAL MARINES WHO POSSESS RE­

WARD FUNDS MUST EVALUATE THE VOLUNTEERED INFORMATION AND LOCAL 

CIRCUMSTANCES BEFORE MAKING II JUDGEMENT REGARDING SIZE OF THE 

AWARD, IF ANY. IN ANY EFFORT TO STANDARDIZE THE SIZE OF AWARDS 

TO BE PAID, THE "'OLLOWING SCALE IS OFFERED AS A GUIDE, 

(1) LOCATION OF MINES/BOOBY TRAPS ~ 400 PlASTERS 

(2) DELIVERY OF INDIVIDUAL WEAPON - 500 PlASTERS 

(3) SPECIFIED LOCATION OF VIET CONG PERSONNEL, SUPPLY 

CACHES, INSTALLATION, ETC. - 500 TO 2,00 PI}.STERS. 

D. NO MAXIMUM AMOUNT FOR AN INDIVIDUAL REWARD PAYMENT HAS BEEN 

ESTABLISHED. THE ABOVE SCALE HAS BEEN DELIBERATELY SET BELOW THE 

COMPENSATION PROVIDED TO RETURNEES UlIDER THE GVN CHEIU HOI PROt}RAM 

SO AS NOT TO BE COMPETITIVE WITH THAT PROGRAM. 

E. TO INSURE INFORMANTS A HIGHER DEGREE OF ANONYMITY AND TO 

REDUCE ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS, INFORMANTS WItL NO LONGER 

J 



r 

l 

BE REQUIRED TO SIGN A RECEIPr FOR REWARDS FUNDS. HOWEVER, UNITS 

WILL MAINTAIN A RECORD LISTING THE DATE, AMOUNT AND FOR WHAT 

PURPOSE THE R~ARD WAS PAID. 

.. 



INFORMATION OF SOLATIUM (CONDOLENCE) PAYMENTS 

A. IN VIETNAM IT IS THE ESTABLISHED CUSTOM TO MAKE A CONDOLENCE 

CALL ON THE SURVIVORS OF A DECEASED VICTIM OR AN INJURED PERSON, 

IT IS A TRADITIONAL COURTESY AND EMPLIES SYMPATHY TOWARD THE 

VICTIM OR HIS SURVIVORS. OBSERVANCE OF THIS COURTESY IS EXPECTED 

AND ITS OMISSION MAY BE TAKEN AS A DISCOURTESY. SOLATIUM PAYMENTS 

WILL SERVE TO OFFICIALLY EXPRESS MARINE CORPS SYMPATHY IN SUCH 

CASES. 

B. SOLATIUM DOES NOT CONSTITUTE: 

(1) AN ADMISSION OF LIABILITY OF FAULT ON THE PART OF THE 

INDIVIDUAL CONCERNED OR THE mUTED STATES, 

(2) A BAR TO THE INITIATION OF A CLAIM BY THE INJURED PARTY 

OR BY THE RELATIVES OF A DECEASED VICTIM, 

C, SOLA.TIUM IS NOT PROHIBITED BECAUSE AN INCIDENT IS COMBAT 

IN NATURE. ITS USE HOWEVER, SHOUIll RE CONFINED TO NON-COMBAT 

INCIDENTS OR THOSE INCIDENTS WHICH, WHILE TECHNICALLY COMBAT, 

ARE ALSO ACCIDENTS. ElCAMPLES WOUID BE: VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 

DURING COMBAT, MISAIMED ARTILLERY AND BOMBS OR THE SHOOTING OF 

INNOCENT PERSONS CAUSED BY THE MISCARRYING OF A SHOT BY A 

GUARD OR SENTRY, 

D, INJURY OR DEATH RESULTING FROM THE ALLEGED COMMISSION OF UN-

LAWFUL ACTS WITHIN OR ADJACENT TO A U,S, COMPOUND DO NOT PRE­

CLUDE SOLATIUM, NORMALLY, A SOIATIUM SHOULD BE GIVEN IN CASE 

OF A DEATH CAUSED BY U.S, FORCES PERSONNEL, FOR THIS IS A RE­

GRETTABLE INCIDENT. SOLATIUM WILL NOT BE GIVEN IN CASES WHERE 

THE VICTIM WAS TRYING TO AVOID LAWFUL APPREHENSION BY A SENTRY. 
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UNLESS THE DEGREE OF FORCE USED WAS DISPROPORTIONATE TO THAT 

CALLED FOR UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCE. 

E. IN NO CASE WILL SOLATIUM BE PAm WHERE THE VICTIM OR RE-

CIPIElIT OF THE SOLATIUM IS IDENTIFIED AS VIET CONGo 

F. DEFINITIONS: 

(1) SOLATIUM: A J«)NETARY GIFT PRESENTED AS AN EXPRESSION 

OF REGRET FOR AN INCmENT THAT HAS RESULTED IN DEATH, INJURY, 

OR LOSS OF PROPERTY. 

(2) INCmENT: AN INCmENT WHICH HAS SERIOUS, IMMEDIATE, OR 

POTENTIAL I([LITARY POLITICAL, OR CIVIL AFFAIRS SIGNIFICANCE AND 

INVOLVES U.S. MILITARY PERSONllEL, DOD CIVILIANS, THIRD COUNTRY 

EMPLOYEES OF THE UNITED STATES, OR I([LITARY OR LOCAL NATIONAL 

EMPLOYEES OF THE UNITEll STATES IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR 

OFFICIAL DUTIES ON ONE HAND, AND RESIDENTS OF VIETNAM ON THE 

OTHER. TIlE TERM INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO INSTANCES OF 

DEATH OR INJURY RESULTING FROM TRAFFIC OR OTHER ACCIDENTS, 

ASSAULT AND OTHER CRIMINAL ACTS, ACCIDENTAL SHOOTING, AND THE 

DESTRUCTION OR DAMA.GE OF PROPERTY. 

(3) VICTIM: A RESmENT OF VIETNAM WHO SUFFERS DEATH, IN­

JURY, OR PROPERTY DAMAGE IN AN INCIDENT. 



...----. 

PRE-OPERATION CHECK-Off LIST 

A. PICK-UP MAPS. AERIAL PHOTOS AND INTElLIGENCE FROM S-I. 

B. OPERATION OVERlAY. OPERATION ORDER ANO THRUST POINTS 

FROM S-3. 

C. COl FROM COMMUNICATIONS OffiCER. 

D. DISCUSS ARTY SUPPORT WITH FSCC. 

E. ATTACIf,\ENTS AND DETACHMENTS. 

F. COMPANY GUNNERY SERGEANT DRAWS ClASS V AND ClASS I 

ITEMS AND ISSUES ACCORDING TO NEEDS. 

G. ENSURE THAT REPORT FORMATS ARE CARRIED. (SPOT REPORTS. 

lTC.1 

H. MUSTER All ATTACHMENTS. 

I. ENSURE ROSTERS REFlfCT EXACT NAMES OF All PERSONNEl 

GOING ON OPERATION. 

J. CAMOUFlAGE PRIOR TO DEPLOYMENT. 

IV SP£CIAl EQUIPMENT, (REfl'R TO CHAPTER 61 

~ ISSUE ORDERdREfl'R TO CHAPTER 31 

M. SUPfRVISEAND INSPECT. 
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POST OPERATIOO CHECKOff LIST 

A. TURN-IN EXTRA MAPS, AERIAL PHOTOS AND INTELLIGENCE RE­

PORTS TO 5·2. 

B. TURN-IN OPERATION ORD£RS AND OVERLAYS TO 5-3. 

C. TURN-IN COl TO COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER. 

D. RETURN All SPECIAL EQUIPMENT TO SUPPLY. 

£. DEBRIEF UNIT lEADERS. 

F. SUBMIT LESS(WS LEARNED AND/OR TACTICAL TIPS. 

G. TURN-IN All INOPERATIVE EQUIPMENT TO THE RESPONSIBLf 

STAFF SECTJ(~. 

H. HAVE SUPPLY SERGEANT SURVEY TORN AND WORN CLOTHING 

FOR NEW ITEMS. 

I. DEBRIEFING BY 5-3 ANDIOR COMMANDING OFFICER. 

NOTE, PRIOR TO RETURNING FROM AN OPERATION THE REAR 

AREA SHOULD BE NOTIFIED OF YOUR ETA AND THE FOLLOWING 

ARRANGEMENTS MADL 

r. HOT MEAL 

Z BEER AND SOFT DRINKS AVAILABLf 

3. HOT SHOWERS 

( MAIL 

5. POST EXCHANGE RUN 

~ RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
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