Allies Sweep Reds from Island Stronghold

Il Marine Amphibious Force, Vietnam

Top 600 in
Two Weeks

By Sgt. Ron Staff

DA NANG—More than 600 enemy have died in 1st
Marine Division’s TAOR, May 9-19, as a result of continu-
ing small unit contacts, two large ground actions and a
series of enemy attacks.

Beginning May 9, elements of the 5th Marines north
of An Hoa, spotted 100 enemy and started a two-day
running battle. The early morning hours of May 12 saw
enemy units launch numerous harrassing attacks at battalion and
regimental command positions.

Later that day a battalion of the 1st Marines, joined by
South Vietnamese Regional Force and Army troops, cornered an
enemy element apparently maneuvering to attack one of the bridges
south of here. When the area was cleared the next day, more
than 120 enemy had been killed. In the early morning hours of May
19, enemy sappers attacked a gun battery of the 11th Marine Regt.,
apparently in observance of Ho Chi Minh’s birthday. It was futile.
(See story below).

Once the enemy was spotted by elements of the 5th Marines
on May 9, Leatherneck artillery bore down on the position. The
enemy split up in an effort to reduce the effectiveness of the big
guns. A short 30 minutes later two definite enemy groups were
again spotted and Marine air strikes as well as artillery crashed
in on the enemy soldiers. Ground troops and supporting arms
pushed the enemy north toward the Vu Gia River where elements
of the 7th Marines lay in wait.

The coordinated attack involving Marine air power and artillery
as well as elements from each of the 1st Marine Division’s infantry
Iﬁginients cut 219 troops from the enemy’s rolls by the nightfall of

ay 11.

The enemy attacks on May 12 were rendered even less effective
as a result of a forced premature attack on a command position of
the 1st Marine Regt. Enemy sappers were spotted infiltrating
the defenses at the 2nd Bn., 1st Marines command post and had
little choice but to attack before their supporting mortars were
ready to fire. An immediate alert flashed through the division
units, preparing them for attacks within the next hour, and ele-
ments of all regiments within the division were attacked before
daylight, but they were ready for the enemy. (Story on Page 3.)

Most of the attacks were in the form of harrassing mortar
fire. The small number of attacks that combined ground probes
with mortar and rocket attacks, resulted in 36 North Vietnamese
soldiers killed, nine AK-47 assault rifles and one crew-served
weapon captured along with three enemy prisoners.

(Continued on Back Page)

Arty Up!
PFC. WILLIAM HAND (Klamath Falls, Ore.), a radioman with

the 5th Marines, relays a call for artillery fire during a two-day
battle south of Da Nang. More than 600 of the enemy were killed

from May 9 to 19 in 1st Division’s AO. (Photo by LCpl. J. Volpe)

Virginia Ridge Ambush

By Cpl He(lib Sharbel

an
Sgt. M. W. Starn

BARRIER ISLAND —
When a 4,000-man allied
strike force dropped on this
nondescript, sun - scorched
chunk of land May 5, the
allies again proved what
they had been saying all
along.

“We can go in anytime we
want, for as long as we want.
We can drive the VC out and
keep him out and Charlie knows
it,”” said Marine Col. William C.
Doty, commander of Special
Landing Force Alpha, Task
Group 79.4.

For some months before the
start of Operation Daring Rebel,
American swift boats, South
Vietnamese coastal patrols and
civilian craft had drawn sniper
fire from the banks of the Cua
Dai River which cuts into the
mainland to border the island on
the north.

Patrols by Vietnamese Army
(ARVN) forces and Republic of
Korea Marines, who normally
operate in areas to the north and
northwest were insufficient to
neutralize the roving bands of
Viet Cong and North Vietnamese
who thrived on the scattered vil-
lages and rice paddies. A larger
force was needed to do a thor-
ough job.

Daring Rebel, which ended
May 20, provided that force and
hit the enemy high and low.

“It has taken the enemy years
to set up a good infrastructure.
By rooting out the VCI, we’ve
hurt the enemy’s cause much
more than just taking prisoners.

(Continued on Back Page)

Conks 19 NVA; 2 (aptured

By Sgt. Ken Corbett

DONG HA — A rifle company
of the 3rd Marines, participating
in Operation Virginia Ridge
southwest of Con Thien, sprang
an ambush on about 40 NVA
May 22, killing 19 of the enemy.

Two NVA wounded in the am-
bush were captured, treated for
their wounds and turned over to
ARVN forces.

The Leathernecks caught the
NVA force by complete surprise

At 79, Things Are Looking Grim

as they moved down a jungle
trail. There were no Marine cas-
ualties.

Enemy gear picked up by the
Marines in the ambush included
8 AK-47 rifles, 2 RPG launchers,
a complete 60mm mortar, 55
Chicom grenades, 8 RPG
rounds, 3 AK-47 magazines and
100 blocks of explosives.

Operation Virginia Ridge, a
multi-battalion search-and-clear
operation involving elements of
the 3rd and 9th Marines, opened

on May 1. It is centered in an
area about 6% miles southwest
of Con Thien. The 3rd Marine
Div. battalions in the operation
have the mission of destroying
or capturing enemy forces, ma-
teriel and installations in the
area of operations.

From May 1 through May 22,
Operation Virginia Ridge cost
the enemy 102 of his troops
killed and 45 individual weapons
and 12 crew-served weapons
captured. Three enemy suspects
were detained.

Ho's Birthday a Bust: Marines Maul Reds

T ——— e | A

By Sgt. Gary Clark

DA NANG—One moment they were a nine-man Viet
Cong patrol crossing a river, proudly carrying two North
Vietnamese flags and a banner declaring ‘“Happy
Birthday, Ho!”” The next moment two of their number
were dead and the rest were running desperately for
their lives. The banner and flags lay in mud along
the river. A

Other enemy attacks, initiated yesterday to perhaps
mark the 79th birthday of North Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh
were equally unsuccessful here due to a big group of
‘party-poopers,” namely the 1st Marine Division.

Many of the attacks were aimed at civilians, ap-
parently to remind them of the birthday anniversary.
Just after two a.m. yesterday, Hieu Duc District head-

quarters reported that a force of about 10 Viet Cong
had infiltrated the village of An Tan, seven miles south-
west of here, and were burning huts.

A unit from “I’’ Co., 3rd Bn., 7th Marines and a
South Vietnamese Popular Forces unit moved toward
the area and saw movement in the light from the
burning buildings. The force called for 8lmm mortar
and artillery support to block off retreat from the vil-
lage, moved into attack VC positions and then swept
through the village. -

As the combined force moved in from one end, the
enemy soldiers fled out of the other side of the village
only to run into a Marine artillery, mortar and 106mm
recoilless rifle barrage.

At the same time, artillerymen of “H” Btry. 3rd
Bn., 11th Marines observed enemy soldiers outside their

night defensive perimeter. Leaving their 105mm howit-
zers, the men grabbed rifles and grenades and repelled
the estimated 30 attackers. The firefight blazed for
hours and a reaction force from “M” Co. 3rd Bn. 1st
Marines was dispatched to assist.

As the battle neared an end, the artillerymen again
manned their howitzers, lowered the barrels to eye
level and tore apart the retreating enemy force. Ma-
rine infantrymen from Mike: Co. continued after the
fleeing enemy, killing two more in a running firefight.
The final total for the arty-infantry team was 18 enemy
soldiers killed and five detained. Six AK-47 assault
rifles, two rocket propelled grenades, forty B-40 rocket
rounds, two sets of wire cutters and 150 chicom grenades
were captured.

(Continued on Back Page)
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SecDef Urges End to Discrimination

The President’s Executive Order of July 26, 1949
directed the abolishment of racial segregation in the
Armed Forces and required equality of opportunity and
treatment without regard of race, color, creed or na-
tional origin. Substantial progress has been made in
removing racial discrimination. No sector in American
life has achieved the measure of equal opportunity and
treatment that has been realized in the Armed Forces.
The dedicated leadership of countless numbers of men
and women in the Military Services has made this
progress possible. I congratulate them.

Much still remains to be done, and it is to this task
of removing every vestige of discrimination that I give
my personal commitment. This can be achieved only
by ensuring that complete equality of opportunity and
treatment is not denied to any member of the Armed

Forces because of race, color, religion, national origin
or any other irrelevant factor. This equality must be
granted in training, education, assignment and promo-
tion, including the opportunity to assume the highest

positions of trust and responsibility. I encourage each-

member of the Armed Forces to utilize to the maximum
the opportunities available for his development.

We must maintain harmonious, cooperative working
relationships among military personnel so as to main-
tain high morale, military effectiveness and combat
readiness. I urge all personnel to reject divisive and
fragmenting forces and influences in our society which
seek to diminish the integrity, unity and strength of our
Armed Forces. We must not permit the irrelevancies
of race and color, nor any other factor, to divide and
weaken us.

It is the responsibility of every member of the Mili-
tary Services from the newest inductee to the highest
commissioned officer to accept other members on the
basis of their individual worth and to assist in extending
to all facets and activities of military life—on and off
base, on and off duty—the spirit of mutual trust and
respect which is manifest when our forces are in
combat.

I call upon every Installation and Unit Commander
to provide the leadership that will continue to translate
the policy of equal opportunity into living and meaning-
ful reality for every man and woman serving our Nation
in the uniforms of the Armed Forces.

Secretary of Defense
MELVIN R. LAIRD

32-Year Marine Veteran

SECRETARY OF STATE William P. Regers, in shirt sleeves,

pauses for flag ceremony while visiting the 3rd Marine Division
TAOR. The secretary was in-country for four days of consultation
with U.S. and allied leaders throughout Vietnam. Rogers said
America’s major purpose here was to insure Vietnam’s self-determi-

nation.

(3rd Mar Div ISO Photo)

HQMC Announces
New Command Shift

WASHINGTON — The follow-
ing general officer reas-
signments were announced May
14 at Headquarters Marine
Corps.

Maj.Gen. George S. Bowman
Jr., Marine Corps Liaison Offi-
cer, Chief of Naval Operations,
Washington, D.C., will be reas-
signed duty as Deputy Com-
mander, III Marine Amphibious
Force, in July. His replacement
will be announced later.

Maj. Gen. Carl A. Youngdale,
who now holds that billet, will
become Deputy Commander,
Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic in
August.

He replaces Maj. Gen. Nor-
man J. Anderson, who will be
reassigned duty as Deputy Chief
of Staff, Commander in Chief,
Atlantic, in August. The next
assignment for Maj. Gen. John
H. Masters will be determined
at a later date.

Brig. Gen. George D. Web-
ster will be reassigned to
HQMC, MCDEC, as Deputy for
Support and Commanding Gen-
eral, Marine Corps Base, Quan-
tico. He replaces Brig. Gen. Vir-
gil W. Banning who retires June
30.

As announced earlier, Brig.
Gen. Frank E. Garretson has
been assigned duties as Deputy
Commander, Fleet Marine
Force, Pacific (Forward).

Brig. Gen. Leo J. Dulacki,
Commanding General, 5th Ma-
rine Division, Camp Pendleton,
Calif., will replace Brig. Gen.
Ross T. Dwyer Jr., Assistant Di-
vision Commander, 1st Marine
Division in June. Gen. Dwyer
will assume command of the 5th
Marine Division in August.

Brig. Gen. Homer G. Hutchin-
son Jr., Deputy Director, Plans,
J-5, STRICOM, will retire on
June 30. Brig. Gen. John E. Wil-
liams will replace Gen. Hutchin-
son.

The reassignment of Maj.
Gen. Arthur H. Adams, who now
commands the 3rd Marine Air-
craft Wing, has also been an-
nounced. Gen. Adams, a Marine
aviator since 1939, will become
the senior member of the Mili-
tary Armistice Commission in
Korea in July.

He will be succeeded as 3rd
MAW commander by Maj. Gen.
Robert G. Owens Jr., who is now
an assistant chief of staff at Ma-
rine Corps Headquarters.

Corps” SqtMaj. Retires

WASHINGTON — A
colorful 32-year Marine
Corps career comes to a
close July 31 with the re-
tirement of Sgt. Maj. Her-
bert J. Sweet, the outgoing
Sergeant Major of the Ma-
rine Corps.

Sgt. Maj. Sweet began his ca-
reer in February 1937. During
World War II he saw action on
Bougainville, Guam and Iwo
Jima, and earned the Bronze
Star with Combat “V”’ for ac-
tions during the Iwo Jima cam-
paign. He also received three
Purple Heart Medals for wounds
on Guam and Iwo Jima.

With the outbreak of hostilities
in Korea, Sgt. Maj. Sweet served
there with the 1st Marine Divi-
sion. He was awarded the Navy
Commendation Medal Ribbon
with Combat “V” and was
wounded a fourth time.

Sgt. Maj. Sweet was appointed
Sergeant Major of the Marine
Corps July 17, 1965, the fourth
Marine to hold the Corps’ senior
enlisted post.

“It was a very rewarding and
challenging assignment and I
leave with some regrets. I hope
I have correctly read the pulse
of my 280,000 enlisted Marines,”
said the sergeant major.

‘“Reading the pulse’” meant
making seven trips to Vietnam,
two to Europe, and 49 to posts
and stations within the United
States as he accompanied the
two Commandants of the Marine
Corps whom he served. Armed
with the latest facts about pro-
motions, pay raises and other

s ou g h t-after-information, he.

found the time to converse with
thousands of Marines as he
made his rounds.

The sergeant major also re-
ceived thousands of letters from
Marines in the field, many of
them concerning promotions.

One such letter was from a
staff sergeant who was inadvert-
ently overlooked by the promo-
tion board for two years. A
query to Sgt. Maj. Sweet
brought action. He put the case
before the remedial promotion
board and on the morning they
were to meet, the hopeful staff
sergeant received a letter which
assured him, ‘“The sergeant Ma-
jor of the Marine Corps lit a
candle for you at the 10:30 a.m.
church service.”

The results: the Marine was
promoted and received two
years back pay.

“It’s results like this that
make the job worthwhile, but
they aren’t all as fortunate,”
Sgt. Maj. Sweet said.

However, a stack of letters of
appreciation attest to the fact
that many of them are.

The young men wearing the
globe and anchor today are the

best, according to the Sergeant
major. {

“He is better educated, better
motivated and knows where he
is headed and why,” Sweet de-
clared.

In his official travels, the ser-
geant major of the Marine Corps
said he found morale to be “out-
standing,” even in frontline
units and hospitals. He attribut-
es this to the Marine Corps’ tra-
ditional training methods and
discipline which, according to
him, haven’t changed much in

SgtMaj. H. J. Sweet

30 years.

What has changed, though,
are career opportunities in the
Marine Corps which, he says,
‘“have never been better.”

He said more effort is needed
at all levels to gain more reen-
listments. According to Sweet,
favorable results are already
apparent since the Career Plan-
ning Branch was established at
Headquarters Marine Corps.

The sergeant major also re-
vealed that the rapid expansion
of the Corps has had telling ef-
fects.

“Big holes were left in our se-
nior Staff NCO ranks because so

many of them were commis-

‘sioned,”” he said. ‘‘But we were

able to fill their shoes with out-
standing young Staff NCOs, who
in turn were replaced by even
younger experienced NCOs.

The Marine Corps will face
another transition period in July
when thousands of Staff NCOs
start to transfer to the Fleet Re-
serve.

‘“When this ‘brain drain’
starts, I believe we will be in a
good position to fill their ranks
with the young staff who moved
up recently,”’ he said.

Although he will join the
“brain drain,” Sgt. Maj. Sweet
will not completely sever ties
with the Marine Corps. He will
remain in the Washington, D.C.
area, but his plans for a future
position are still incomplete. He
lives in Alexandria, Va., with his
wife and two children.

In closing out 32 years as a
Marine, Sgt. Maj. Sweet offered
some parting advice to those he
is leaving behind.

To Sergeants Major and First
Sergeants:

‘““You are going to be replaced
soon. Go out and shake the bush-
es and get more of your better
corporals and sergeants to reen-
list. The Corps needs them.’”’

To Staff NCOs, he counciled:

Don’t lose touch with your
men by being an 8 to 4:30 car-
pool Marine. Spend more time
with your men than you do com-
muting. Get to know them in the
barracks where they live. Lead
them. Advise them. Motivate
them.”

To corporals and sergeants, he
advised:

“Be easy to find. Study. Strive
for a billet two ranks above you;
but most of all, be loyal to your
commander.”’

Sgt. Maj. Sweet said he will
miss the busy schedule and
prestige of being Sergeant Ma-
jor of the Marine Corps, but he
feels it’s time for a change.

Lieutenant General Herman Nickerson Jr.
Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
Major General Carl A, Youngdale
Deputy Commander, III Marine Amphibious Force
Brigadier General George E. Dooley
Chief of Staff, III Marine Amphibious Force
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Med Team Fights Battle Against Disease

By Sgt. Beb Morris

DA NANG — The road to the
Montagnard resettlement village
of Mai Loc is a twisting, rutted
dirt track that snakes nearly
five miles through the foothills
of Cam Lo.

Although the enemy is no-
torious for planting land mines
along the winding trail, Navy Lt.
Rudolph I. V. Mintz Jr. (Wil-
mington, N. C.), 9th Marines
regimental surgeon, makes the
hazardous journey several times
a month with a Medical Civic
Action Program (MedCap) team
of two medical corpsmen.

His mission . . . to treat the
dark-skinned mountain people
living in the Mai Loc area.

With the approach of the jeep,
bearing penicillin, serums, vac-
cines, and sterile dressings, the
Montagnards assemble at an old
French building for treatment.

The old structure, with scars
of bullets and explosives on its
aging exterior, reflects the
years of war the countryside has
seen.

With nerves already frayed by
their journey, the doctor and his
corpsmen prepare for the even
harder task of penetrating a lan-
guage barrier and fighting su-
perstition and poor hygienic
practices.

“In our last visit we treated 80
patients in three hours,” ex-
plained Hospital Corpsman’ Sec-

2 /1 Marines Nix
Sapper Attack

By Sgt. Ron Staff

DA NANG—Enemy sappers backed by rocket-pro-
pelled grenades (RPG) and mortars thought they could
overrun the 2nd Bn., 1st Marines’ command post on May
12. Only four of the enemy suicide squad managed to get
through the Marines’ defensive perimeter and they died
quickly before doing much damage.

The attack was thrown off balance when Leatherneck

sentries spotted the enemy ap-
proaching. ]
First Lt. Curtis W. Long (Star
Route, Prescott, Wash.), com-
manding officer of the 8lmm
mortar platoon was the officer
of the day. When informed of the
enemy movement, he went to
the area. Arriving at the post to
check the report, he and two
other Marines moved toward the
suspected enemy position.

Once discovered, the enemy
soldiers began their assault im-
mediately, rather than wait for
covering mortar fire.

As soon as the lieutenant drew
fire, an enemy RPG hit the next
guard position, killing the Ma-
rine on watch and wounding his
two back-up men. Four sappers
made it past this position before
other Marines arrived to stop
the penetration.

Two Marines, moving quickly
to the 8lmm mortar platoon
area, fought hand to hand with
four of the attacking sappers
and killed all four.

At the next guard position, 20-
year-old LCpl. David A. Weir,
who had been in Vietnam just
over 21 hours, shot three sap-
pers as they tried to overrun his
post. The enemy attack was
stopped at this point.

Meanwhile SgtMaj. Marion
Viera Jr., (47 Groton St., Provi-
dence, R. I.) was in a defensive
position atop a compound post
bunker when he saw three fig-
ures running across an open
area.

“When they started toward
the bunker I began to have my
doubts that they were Marines,”’
Viera recalled. “‘Since I wasn’t
sure, I fired a few rounds at the
ground in front of them. When
they changed directions toward
the messhall, I was sure they
weren’t Marines, so I chased
them.”

Another sapper was wounded
by the sergeant major.

The last surviving enemy was
able to throw one satchel charge
before being cut down.

Three other attempts to
breach the defenses were total
failures and when the enemy re-
treated, the Marines began
cleaning up.

Two Marines were Kkilled in

the action, while 18 enemy fell
during the hectic early morning
battle. Eight AK-47 assault rifles
were captured along with 22 AK-
47 magazines, 122 grenades, two
bangalore torpedoes, three pis-
tols, a pair of wire cutters and
an enemy flag.

Scuttle

13 Enemy,
4 Trucks

By Cpl. Bob Partain

QUANG TRI — A six-
man patrol from the 3rd
Reconnaissance Bn. killed
13 North Vietnamese sol-
diers with small arms fire
and destroyed four enemy
trucks by calling in air
strikes.

“We were heli-lifted to the top
of a ridgeline west of Khe Sanh
with the mission of observing the
area,” explained LCpl. Donald
Beck (Gadsden, Ala.), the team
leader, ‘““and we got our eyes
full.”

“The first time we had any
sign of the enemy was the first
night when we were in our
harbor site,” continued Beck.
“We could hear them walking
below us, but they weren’t close
enough to worry about.”

The next morning the Ma-
rines moved a few hundred yards
across the ridgeline and set up
an observation post from which
the team could watch the valley
below for miles around.

LCpl. Terrence McCracken
(Meadville, Pa.), the assistant
patrol leader, first spotted the
trucks. ‘“They were light brown
in color with canvas tops and

parked next to two partially .

destroyed old French two-story
plantation houses. We called an
aerial observer on station and
he immediately began to take
small arms fire from the
houses.”

The AO called in air strikes,

(Continued on Page 11)

ond Class James M. Jung
(Rocky Ford, Colo.). ‘“That’s
nearly four times as many as
the average civilian doctor
would treat in the same time.”

Jung remarked that not all of
the people who seek treatment
are seriously ill.

“In fact some of them come to
see the doctor just out of curi-
osity,” he continued. “Even so,
we are here to favorably im-
press the people and we give
them aspirin with a reminder to
keep clean.”

According to Jung, one of the
most common diseases among
the Montagnards is parisitic
infestation.

The treatment of this malady
is more difficult than most be-
cause the scabs must be
scrubbed with surgical soap.

This allows the sore to bleed and
be cleaned.

“We find this disease very
common among smaller chil-
dren,” Jung explained, ‘‘and it’s

difficult to get a frightened child
to submit to the pain involved in
cleaning the sores.”

Through an interpreter Mintz
tries to impress upon the parents
of these children the need to
keep the sore clean and dressed
with the medication that he gives
them.

The MedCap continues as one
by one the villagers come for-
ward, some carrying tiny in-
fants and others alone. All of
them face the doctor with a look
of shyness and uncertainty.

Many of them are barefoot
and wear old pieces of jungle fa-
tigues given to them by Marines
who guard their village.

Occasionally a suspected bu-
bonic plague or tubercular vic-
tim will be brought to the doc-
tor.

“If it’s an older person we
usually have no problem in con-
vincing him to go to Dong Ha for
further tests and treatment,”
said Jung. ‘“But with the chil-

LEATHERNECK from Force Logistic Command’s Aerial Delivery Platoon leaves a transport aircraft

dren we have problems. The
Montagnards are very protec-
tive toward their children and
we find it hard to separate the
parents from the child so that he
can be taken to the Children’s
Hospital in Dong Ha.”

Finally all the people have
been treated and the three men
wearily wash their hands and re-
pack their medical supplies.

Leathernecks of the 9th Ma-
rines who have stood security
guard during the MedCap pre-
pare for the return trip.

As the MedCap team leaves
the Montagnard village, they
feel a satisfaction of having
helped these people. This is not
the last trip for them over this
dangerous trail to Mai Loc. It is
part of the fight to establish a
better life for these people and
to Mintz and his corpsmen, the
danger involved in bringing
their medical aid to this remote
vjlll;clge is more than worth the
risk.

during a parachute jump near Da Nang. The platoon makes on-the-spot delivery of supplies by para-
chute to Marine infantrymen in combat.

(Photo by LCpl. Nick Myers)
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7th Marines Clash With NVA

By LCpl. Tom Kidman

DA NANG — In some of the
heaviest fighting since Febru-
ary, Leathernecks of the 7th Ma-
rines killed at least 64 enemy
soldiers while suffering 9 Marine
casualties 17 miles southwest of
here in the ‘‘Arizona Territory.”

After sighting .50-cal. tracer
rounds fired in the air, which
they knew were coming from an
estimated two companies of
North Vietnamese Army sol-

Flying

By GySgt. Bob Jordan

DA NANG — The limp form
was placed on the stretcher and
the CH-46 Sea Knight medevac
helicopter began to lift into the
air. Hospital Corpsman 2nd
Class Shelby C. Bell (Clarendon,
Texas) started to work frantical-
ly to strengthen the thin thread
of life that remained in the
young Marine. He checked the
pulse and heart beat . . . noth-
ing! Quickly he placed his
hands, one on top of the other,

diers, “B”’ and “D’”’ Co. crossed
the Vu Gia River shortly after
midnight April 30. The enemy
opened fire on them with mor-
tars and small arms fire before
both companies could get onto
dry land.

The Marines returned fire and
called in air and artillery sup-
port within 200 yards of their
own position. “D”’ Co. assaulted
the area, pushing the enemy
back across rice paddies and

and used external heart mas-
sage on the Leatherneck’s chest.
At first there was no response.

Another try, and this time suc-
cess. A faint heart beat!

Bell removed the field dress-
ing and replaced it with one
from his medical kit. Gently he
lowered the Marine’s head and
began to check the less seriously
wounded men.

The giant helicopter from Ma-
rine Medium Helicopter Squad-

through treelines.

“A” Co., 7th Marines acted as
a blocking force while “B’”’ and
“D” Co’s combined forces and
swept across the enemy-held
territory, wiping out enemy sol-
diers in their bunkers.

The next day Alpha Co. pulled
back and “B” and ‘“D” took
over as the blocking force while
elements of the 3rd Bn., 1st Ma-
rines swept through the same
ground covered by the two com-

urden

ron 165 moved quickly out of the
landing zone.

Bell calls the helicopter mede-
vac mission one of the most
challenging in military medi-
cine. “We provide the emergen-
cy first treatment often needed
for survival until the patient ar-
rives at a hospital or hospital
ship for more extensive treat-
ment by doctors.”

Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class
Shelby Bell, a man dedicated to
saving lives.

A MARINE MEDIUM Helicopter Squadron 262 crew chief and a Navy corpsman attend a wounded
Leatherneck. Hit only moments earlier in a fire fight with North Vietnamese forces, the Marine

infantryman was quickly flown to a hospital ship cruising off shore for immediate medical care.

(Photo by Cpl. Jim De Witt)

panies the day before.

Capt. J. W. Huffman, (Ocean-
side, Calif.) commanding officer
of Bravo Co., recalled the two-
day battle:

“Sweeping through villages
and hamlets we often ran into
large groups of the enemy and
often had to fight hand to hand
because we were so close and
there were so many of them.”

‘“Enemy snipers hampered
our progress periodically but we
silenced them with our mortars
and artillery,”” Huffman said.

“Several times our own com-
mand post was hit by enemy

sniper fire, heavy small arms,
or mortars — and sometimes all
three,”” the captain said.

While sweeping back to the
river, the Leathernecks found
two 500 pound box-mines, 105
and 155mm artillery rounds,
several AK-47 assault weapons
and SKS communist carbines,
two 60mm mortar tubes and an
NVA radio.

“I've been in the Marine
Corps 18 years, but I have never
seen heavier fighting,” the 38
year-old Korean War veteran
concluded.

Rifle Find Leads to
Dangerous Surprise

By LCpl. Frank Franzone
AN HOA — Two Viet Cong de-
cided to give up just in the nick

of time — for Pfc. Kenneth
Crockford, that is.
Crockford, of King Ferry,

N.Y., a rifleman with “M” Co.,
3rd Bn., 5th Marines, 1st Marine
Div., was with his platoon
searching for enemy rice and
weapons caches northwest of
here. As he was about to enter a
bunker, Crockford spotted an
AK-47 assault rifle in the en-
trance way.

While two other Marines look-
ed on, Crockford crawled down
to the narrow opening. Reaching
in, he uncovered the rifle par-
tially hidden under some loose
boards.

Elated, he turned to his fellow
Marines yelling, “I’ve got an
AK-47.” What he didn’t realize

was that something else follow-
ed the rifle out of the bunker.

With his back to the bunker,
Crockford watched his fellow
Marines’ expressions of disbelief
as the two enemy soldiers ap-
peared behind him. Both were
carrying fully loaded AK-47
rifles.

‘“‘Apparently they thought I
had spotted them by the way I
began yelling all of a sudden,”
Crockford said later. Crockford
whirled around and the two
threw down their weapons and
threw up their hands.

“I thought I was a gonner
when I turned and those two
were behind me. They could
have blown me away with no
trouble at all,”” Crockford sig-
hed.

A careful search of the bunker
brought no more surprises.

2 NVA Wander Into
Fight With Marines

By CPL. Dave Allem

DA NANG — The two Marines
in their fighting holes on the out-
side perimeter of the “I’’ Co.,
3rd Bn., 26th Marines area
waited silently as the two enemy
soldiers crept closer.

The 1st Marine Div. Leather-
necks had been on watch for two
hours as the sun began to rise
above the distant mountains.
The early morning light had en-
abled the two Marines to spot
the North Vietnamese soldiers
as they moved toward the
Leatherneck lines.

Using their radio to alert an
M-60 machine gun position of the
situation, the Marines opened
fire on the enemy figures simul-
taneously with the machine gun,
pouring about 50 rounds into the

Together in

small area occupied by the ene-
my. 2
Immediately, AK-47 rounds
ripped back at the Leather-
necks, and an enemy grenade
landed 10 yards away.

As the Marines fired back at
the NVA soldiers with more
automatic rifle fire and machine
gun bursts, the sound of the ene-
my’s rifles suddenly ceased.
Cautiously, the Leathernecks
moved from their positions and
approached the NVA area 20
yards away.

‘“We found them both dead,”
reported LCpl. Carl D. Cham-
berlain (Rt. 3, Circle Ville,
Ohio).

Enemy forces in the moun-
tainous jungles southwest of
here were minus two more NVA
soldiers.

Sandbox;

Together in Baitle

By LCpl. Frank DeLong

VANDEGRIEFT COMBAT
BASE — From the sandbox to
the battlefield, Pfcs. Russ Hun-
ston and Stan Kell of East Pa-
lestine, Ohio, have been at each
other’s side.

They played together when
they were six and ran on the
same track team in high school.

In college they were fraternity
brothers.

“I think our most important
decision was to join the Marine
Corps and serve our country,”
said Kell. “Like everything else,
we did it together.”

Today the two men are
serving with “A” Co., 1st Bn.,
9th Marines in the northern I
Corps sector of South Vietnam.
They have been through numer-

ous combat operations together
since joining the 9th Marines a
year ago.

There have been many inter-
esting coincidences in their
lives. On Operation Dewey Can-
yon, during which the 9th Ma-
rines captured the largest com-
munist arms and ammunition
cache of the war, the two Leath-
ernecks were wounded just one
day apart and ironically both by
enemy mortar ifre.

While in high school both Ma-
rines dated the same girl. Russ
won the young lady’s heart and
she is now Mrs. Hunston.

Soon they will return to Ohio
and once again their plans are
the same. “We’re going to take
advantage of the G.I. Bill and
try to get into Ohio State Univer-
sity,”” said Kell.
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VC Seek Refuge in Water:;
Sitting Ducks For Marines

By LCpl. Hank Berkowitz

AN HOA — When a platoon of
Viet Cong tried to hide in some
deep rice paddy water to escape
the wrath of Leathernecks of the
1st Marine Div., the determined
Marines of “B” Co., 1st Bn., 5th
Marines went right in and killed
18 of the enemy and captured
five.

The company had trudged five
thousand yards through muddy
rice paddies during the night and
set up a cordon along with “M”
Co., 3rd Bn., 5th Marines,
around a suspected enemy con-
centration point two miles south-
east of Liberty Bridge.

“As the company tightened
the cordon an aerial observer
(AO) spotted movement in a
treeline within the circle,” ex-
plained Capt. Gene C. Castag-
netti (47-379A Ahuimanu Rd.,
Kaneohe, Hawaii), commanding

Washday
Everyday

By Pfc. Joe Doyle

DA NANG — LCpl. Jimmy G.
Vandiver (Crescent, Okla.) is a
member of a unique organiza-
tion, where, indeed, it all comes
out in the wash.

Laundry Platoon, Supply Co.,
Supply Bn., Marine Force Logis-
tic Command (FLC), is charged
with the responsibility of provid-
ing laundry service for all of
FLC, the 1st Marine Div, the 1st

Hospital Co, 1st Medical Bn, and

several other Marine infantry
and support units in the Da
Nang area.

Vandiver, currently serving
his second voluntary extension
to his tour in Vietnam is the ad-
ministrative chief of the platoon.

“We average 125 tons of
laundry per month,” continued
Vandiver. ‘“When you stop to
think about it, that’s a lot of
clothes.”

“I get a lot of satistfaction
out of my job,”” he said. ‘“Some
people may take laundry service
for granted, but here in Viet-
nam, it is definitely a morale
booster.”

MEMBERS OF THE 1st Marine Division’s 5th Marines search a village in an area kmown as ‘Arizona Territory,”” while pursuing
enemy forces 17 miles southwest of Da Nang. The Leatherneck air-ground team supported by Marine artillery killed 219 enemy in two

days of bitter fighting.

officer of “B” Co., “and I put
the second platoon on line and
we assaulted the treeline.”

The company flushed the ene-
my out of the far side and drove
them into a deep paddy, where
the enemy soldiers submerged
themselves in the water, hoping
the Marines wouldn’t find them.

“When the enemy ran out the
far side, we had them in a cross-
fire between the blocking and as-
saulting forces,”” said Castag-
netti, ‘“and it worked to our
complete advantage. When they
hid themselves in the water it
was a big mistake on their
part.”

“They were bobbing up and
down in the paddy water like
pop-up targets, firing and then
ducking under the water,” ex-
plained Cpl. Theodore E. Wood
(Aqua Vita Rd., Hadley, Mass.),
a squad leader with “B” Co.
“We got on line and charged
them. We got five of them right
off and then a few of them
dropped their weapons and
ran.”’

In another part of the action
LCpl. Joe Graves (14376 Eddy
Lake Rd., Fenton, Mich.), a ra-
dioman with “B”’ Co., was with

an assaulting squad that caught
five VC trying to flee through
the thick jungle brush of a treel-
ine next to the paddy where the
main action was taking place.

“I spotted one of the five try-
ing to crawl off and got him with
a short burst from my M-16 rifle
while the rest of my squad cor-
nered the remaining four in the
treeline,”” said Graves. ‘‘Our
M-60 machine gun team as-
saulted their position and I got
another as they took care of the
other three.”

When the fighting had ended,
18 enemy soldiers lay dead and 5
were captured. The company
captured eight weapons in-
cluding two AK-47 assault rifles,
two M-1 carbines, one M-14 and
three M-16s along with seven
grenades. Numerous documents
and personal gear were also
captured.

“The company had a good
working knowledge of the ter-
rain. We moved at night and
blocked all the enemy’s escape
routes,” reported Capt. Castag-
netti. “These factors combined
with the fighting spirit of the
men made the sweep a complete
success.”’

Smoking Really Bad
For Your Health

By Cpl. Dave Allen

DA NANG — When a Marine
makes the mistake of lighting a
cigarette in the dark or even in
semi-darkness, the inevitable
yelled response from someone in
the crowd is, “Sniper check.”

But it was mid-afternoon when
Cpl. Dale E. Genshaw (15650
Pasadena Ave., Tustin, Calif.)
lit his cigarette. By the close-
ness of the enemy sniper rounds,
however, he could have sworn
that his lighter was responsible
for the sudden hail of bullets.

Genshaw, a member of 1st
Shore Party Bn. attached to “I”’
Co., 3rd Bn., 26th Marines re-
ported, It was about five in the
afternoon and the company was
already set in position for the

night. I walked over to a buddy
and borrowed a cigarette from
him and then went back to my
area, close to a tree.

“I sat down and lit the ciga-
rette and just as I put the lighter
in my pocket, rounds started hit-
ting in the dirt'around me and in
the tree beside me!

“The Marines on the lines
opened up toward the general di-
rection of the snipers. We knew
there were two of them because
the rounds hit in two different
places.

‘“We never did know if we got
them or not, but our return fire
shut them up. You can bet I'll
start cupping my hands around
my cigarettes now, even in the
broad daytime,” Genshaw con-
cluded.

i

FIVE-TON TRUCKS find the geing a bit slippery as they ford a
small mountain stream on their return trip from Vandegrift Com-
bat Base to Dong Ha Combat Base. The 7th Motor Transport Bn.
convoys make the 52-mile round trip hauling supplies from Marine
Force Logistic Support Group Bravo for allied operations in the
northwest sector of South Vietnam. (Photo by LCpl. Trygg Hansen)

VC Give Advisers
A Warm Welcome

By LCpl. Tom Kidman

DA NANG—Recently two U.S. Army advisors to the
South Vietnamese Army got a very warm receptlon as
they traveled down leerty Road in their jeep.

Just before they got to a Marine base camp, they
came under enemy fire from both sides of the road. Mira-
culously they were unharmed,
but were pinned down.

LCpl. Frank C. Archibald (San
Rafael, Calif.) was about 300
yards away on a tower by
“Golden Gate Bridge” near Hill

-55, witnessing the advisors’
dilemma.

“I could see Viet Cong on both
sides of the road in the treelines
but couldn’t fire until I got
clearance from my command
post,” he said.

“After I got the go ahead, I
opened up with my machine gun,
spraying one treeline then the

1 other, and giving the advisors

. enough time to run to their jeep
and get out of the area,” the 19-
year-old Marine added.

As Archibald was laying down
his deadly stream of fire, tanks
from the 1st Tank Bn. and a
squad of Marines from ‘A” Co.,
1st Bn., 7th Marines arrived on
the scene.

A forward observer accom-
panying the tanks directed ar-
tillery fire and mortars into the
area where the enemy had
gathered to stand and fight.

Then they struck home as two
heavy explosions shook the
ground while they concentrated
their fire in the enemy’s area,
indicating the enemy was carry-
ing high explosives.

“After the smoke cleared, the
only thing left was a large burn-
ed out area where the explosives
had gone off, taking the VC with

(Photo by LCpl. J. Volpe) them,” said one ““A”’ Co. officer.
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A 106mm RECOILLESS RIFLE team with the 5th Marines opens up

DEVASTATING Marine fire-
power is brought to bear on
enemy forces during two days
of bitter fighting in the Ari-
zona Territory, 17 miles south-
west of Da Nang. Marine air
strikes and artillery barrages,
coupled with Leatherneck
ground assaults, accounted for
219 enemy dead. £

(Photo by LCpl. J. Volpe) =

Friend With a Rifle

Cpl. David Cook (Corliss Part Apts., Troy, N.Y.) a member of the 1st Marine Division’s , _ . / ' L :
7th Regt., gives a piece of gum to a small Vietnamese child as his unit passes through ; L : % : A ; b b égé/ ' g ﬁ
the village of Ban Tau, southwest of Da Nang. The Marines were taking part in Opera- o =y i e g : P o ot - S

tion Oklahoma Hills. (Photo by Sgt. J. A. Mullins) 1st Division Marines pursue elusive enemy soldiers during a sweep-and-clear mission near the Vu Gia River. More than 400 NVA and VC broke and fled the Leatherneck drive. (Photo by LCpl. J. Volpe.)

i 2
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By Sgt. Gary Clark

DA NANG — What makes a
military unit special? What is it
that binds men together so tight-
ly that a company of Marines
can take on a definite person-
ality?

Training? Experiencing the
good and bad together? Per-
haps. Whatever it is, the Ma-
rines of the 1st Armored Am-
phibian Tractor Co., 1st Marine
Div., have a certain ‘‘oneness’
and fighting spirit that makes
them stand out.

Perhaps this spirit stems from
the unusual vehicles the men op-
erate. Often confused with am-
phibian tractors (amtracts), the
mammoth, box-like LVTAs pack
a big surprise for any enemy
that thinks he’s aiming in on
just an amtrac.

The company has been using
its surprise punch ever since ar-
rival in Vietnam in November
1966. According to Maj. John E.
Harms (531 Richman, Dunedin,
Fla.), company commander
since last September, the unit
provides direct and indirect ar-
tillery fire for the Marine in-
fantry units they carry into
battle.

“The decision was made in
1965 that LVTAs were needed in
Vietnam,’’ said the major.
“Since all armored amphibian
units within the regular Marine
Corps de-activated in 1962, the
demand required the formation
of a provisional amphibian how-
itzer platoon.”

The provisional platoon was
organized, equipped and put
through six months of trial oper-
ations with the 3rd Marine Div.

LCPL. DAVID BLACK (Vaughan, Detroit, Mich.) takes a break
between fire missions to shave. His section of LVTAs is supporting
Marines on Operation Oklahoma Hills.

(Photo by Sgt. A.V. Huffman)

v i
BELCHING SMOKE and shock waves, a 105mm howitzer on a Marine LVTA recoils after firing.
(Photo by Sgt. A.V. Huffman)

A
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WHENEVER THE platoons of the 1st Armored Amphibian Tractor Co.,

are rotated and a new section he

in Vietnam. Because of its suc-
cess, the 1st Armored Amphibi-
an Co., minus one platoon of ve-
hicles, was activated on June 1,
1966, at Camp Pendleton, Calif.

GySgt. Cecil Anderson (Bon-
nersferry, Idaho) was with the
company when it arrived in 1966
and is still serving with the com-
pany. “I was a shop chief then,”
he admitted, ‘“‘and although I
had been with tanks before, I
was looking forward to serving
with the LVTAs.”

The gunny has served in all
three of the company’s regular
operating areas: Cua Viet, Da
Nang and Hoi An.

The company’s platoons are
rotated so that each eventually
serves in all three areas. Cpl.
Gray Pope (Battleboro, N.C.)
has been with the company
since February 1968, and has
served with the company on Op-
erations Mameluke Thrust and
Oklahoma Hills. “We were in
our position near Cua Viet and I
was sitting on the ramp of the
LVTA with another man. Sud-
denly a mortar round landed
right behind us and another
landed to our front. We made it
to our bunker just as the third
round came through an open
hatch and exploded inside the
LVTA, destroying it.

Within a month of the com-
pany’s arrival in Vietnam, one
platoon was assigned to the Ma-
rines’ Special Landing Force
with the U.S. 7th Fleet and trav-
elled to the Philippines for stag-
ing and training. The platoon
roared ashore in the Mekong
Delta in January 1967 to lead as-
sault forces in Operation Deck-
house V. After a week’s partici-
pation in the operation, the pla-
toon returned to the Da Nang
area. :

During the next eight months
the company supported a num-
ber of infantry units in 13 major
operations.

Sgt. Gregg Locher (9381 Fox
Allen Park, Mich.) and Sgt.
James M. Jones (3120 Martha
Custis Dr., Alexander, Va.) ar-
rived in Vietnam in late 1967.

“We were manning defensive
positions on Hill 47, an observa-
tion post near Da Nang, one
night in January 1968,” said
Locher. ‘Suddenly the enemy
began launching rockets at the

voyage by water for the 46-ton LVTAs. Here, one slams into the surf at Da Nang’s Red Beach, on the start of its journey.

ads for Hoi An to support the Korean Marines, it means a short

) Amphibious Howitzers
Blessing to Infantrymen

Da Nang airfield.”” Locher and
his fellow Marines manned their
105mm howitzers through the
night, bringing intense direct ar-
tillery fire on the enemy posi-
tions.

Jones was also serving on Hill
47 during August of last year
when North Vietnamese Army
sappers tried to destroy the
LVTAs positions there. ‘At
about 3 o’clock in the morning
the NVA began launching rock-
ets at the Da Nang airbase. At
the same time our hill was hit
by rocket propelled grenades
and mortars. Within minutes af-
ter the attack had started, sap-
pers were attempting to place
satchel charges near the LVTAs
to destroy them.”

Jones and another man killed
four of the enemy near their po-
sition with rifle fire. In all, the
Marines on the hill killed five of
the estimated eight attackers
and still brought counter-fire on
the enemy positions.

During 1968 the company was
again called on to support Ma-
rines in the field. Marines on
such operations as Napo-
leon Saline, Mameluke Thrust
and Maui Peak had the comfort
of knowing that they had help
when the big LVTAs would pull
up alongside to rip open an ene-
‘my position slowing the advance
of ground forces.

To the infantry, the LVTAs
meant net only heavy supporting
fire, but transportation after a
long day.

The company fired more than
200,000 rounds of 105mm am-
munition during 1967 and 1968,
and during that period was cred-
ited with killing 722 enemy sol-
diers.

In giving all they had in their
mission of supporting the in-
fantry, the Marines of the com-
pany have earned one Navy
Cross, two Silver Stars, 15
Bronze Stars, 11 Navy Com-
mendation Medals and better
than five dozen Purple Hearts.

Quite a record for a company
designated as a support unit.
But then, the 1st Armored Am-
phibian Co. is a very special
unit. With all the operations it
has participated in, with all the
medals earned, the men still be-
lieve that they were just doing
their job.

(Photo by Sgt. W. A. Tour)
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Sharon Brampton
18330 44th W.
Lynnwood, Wash. 98036
Age 19

Sue Geertsen
1124 Melvin Ave.
Racine, Wis. 53402
Age 17

Jean Bailey
Cottage St., Box 288
Nutting Lake
Billerica, Mass. 01865

Robyn Smith
2508 Anna Way
Sacramento, Calif. 95821

Gloria Strangman
105 Whitegate Rd.
Billerica, Mass.

Sandie Wiltrout
919 Lincoln Ave.
Niles, Ohio 44446

Kathleen Newman
2226 Droxford
Houston, Texas 77008

Judy West
1625 Hall Ave.
Metairie, La. 70003

Donna Cornell
19525 Covina Hills Rd.
Covina; ' Calif. 91722

Lu Ann Cheeseman
3 Walnut Place
Bridgeton, N.J.
Age 17

Joyce Caine
35 Magnolia Ave.
Bridgeton, N.J. 08302
Age 17

Carol Clark
50 Highland Ave.
New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801

Debbie Smith
20809 East Cypress
Covina, Calif. 91722

Yolanda Garcia
4371 Hatfield Pl.
Los Angeles, Calif. 90032
Age 16

Lupie Torres
661 Echandia St.
Los Angeles, Calif. 90033
Age 17

Cynthia Glinka
4432 W. Haddon Ave.
Chicago, Ill. 60651

Jeanne Powers
346 Pond St.
Billerica, Mass. 01821
Age 16

Debbie Theobald
3676 Christine St.
San Diego, Calif. 92117

Carol Boodman
3529 Tuscacasi
Seaford, N.Y. 11783
Age 17

Miss B. J. Railton
29 Marmion Ave.
Lower Grange
Bradford 8, Yorkshire
England

“ Age 29

Cheryl Gray

RD #1

Weedville, Penn. 15868
Bertha Moscato

1 Edenwood Ave.

Billerica, Mass. 01821
Age 18

Delores Swackhammer
RD #1
Weedyville, Penn. 15868

Vicki Hayes
1426 N. Depot St.
Brazil, Ind. 47834
Age 19

Twilah Pulfer
Box 12
Anna, Ohio 45302

Cyndi Russ
1142 W. 158th St.
Gardena, Calif. 90247
Age 17

Pat Sanchez
2060 McPherson Pl.
Los Angeles, Calif. 90032
Age 18

Karen Mucha
4316 W. Dickens Ave.
Chicago, Ill. 60639

Linda Leary
25420 Clubside Dr.
Apt. #15
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

Carol Pender
3386 East 130 St.
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

Liz Gall
4824 West 19 St.
Cleveland, Ohio 44109

Lori Messina
3538 N. Lawndale
Chicago TlI. 60618

Renee Girardi
831 N. Pulaski,
Chicago, III. 60651

Diane Kochanski
1915 N. Kostner Ave.
Chicago, Ill. 60639

Avis Rudd
1877 E. Ruddock St.
Covina, Calif. 91722

Lucille Brewer
98 Knollwood Dr.
Paramus, N.J. 07652
Age 23

Dorothy Spinner
Route #2
Burke, N.Y. 12917
Age 17

Mary Schork
1 Margaret St.
Malone, N.Y. 12953
Age 17

Pat Ziegler
746 Cronk Rd.
Jonesville, Mich. 49250

Yolanda Cakes
5207 W. Ferdinana
Chicago, Ill. 60644

Debbie Johnson
Box 59
Jetmore, Kansas 67854

Irene Schipper
RSS2

Aplihgton, Towa 50604
Age 17

Sandra Bump
5136 N. Tripp Ave.
Chicago, Ill. 60630

Dale Marie Wend
2137 Delameter Rd.
Castle Rock, Wash. 98611

Sandie Witowicz
1844 N. Keystone
Chicago, Ill. 60639

Penny Pabst
216 S. Grand Ave.
Berkley Sq., Apt. 22
Covina, Calif. 91722

Sandra Ayers
4405 Redmont Ave.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

Suzie Michener
Buck Meadows Box 95

Groveland, Calif. 95321
Age 15

Donna Lee Longo
1119 Jefferson Ave.
Utica, N.Y. 13501
Age 17

Karen Vinson
4902 Darnton Lane
Louisville, Ky. 40216

Lynn Storts
3013 Rockaway Dr.
Louisville, Ky. 40216
Age 16

Eileen McDaniel
317 Tygert St.
Ripon, Wisc. 54971
Age 14

Flora Oxton
Lexington Rd.
Billerica, Mass. 01821
Age 17

Sherry Harlow
420 Hart Dr.
El Cajon, Calif. 92021

Barbara Miller
1227 Marvine St.
Bethlehem, Pa. 18017

Mary Shea
2023 N. Kedvale
Chicago, Ill. 60639

Sue Janosik
2312 N. Tripp Ave.
Chicago, Ill. 60639

Debbie Embree
Box 363-A, R.D.-4
Troy, N.Y. 12180

Roxane Nelson
920 Folly Rd.
Blue Bell, Pa. 19422

Linda Krauza
511 Locust Dr.
Utica, N.Y. 13502
Age 16

Peggy Powers
17 Oak St.
No. Billerica, Mass. 01862
Age 17

Judy Knight
Rl
~ Dorsey Miss.

Nannette Barber
REL
Guntown, Miss. 38849

Christy Rutkowski
2855 N. Sacramento
Chicago, Ill. 60618

Sue Ann Paso
Kincaid, Ill. 62540

Linda Linkiewicz
703 Dawes Ave.
Utica, N.Y. 13502

Ruthie Blood
Baldwin Rd.
E. Billerica, Mass. 01821
Age 18

Cathy Blades
R.D. #1
Bridgeton, N.J. 08302
Age 17

Mary Ann Knipe
Lummistown Road
Bridgeton, N.J. 08302
Age 17

Patricia Harraka
46 Norwood Ave.
Clifton, N.J. 07011

Christine Brancaccu
18 Norwood Ave.
Clifton, N.J. 07011

Bethany Hazelton

775 Braidwood
Memphis, Mich. 48041
Age 17

Wing's New MARS Antenna

A CH-54 Skycrane helicopter positions a 98-foot pole, part of a new
antenna for the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing’s Military Affiliate
Radio Station (MARS). The antenna, one of the largest of its type
in Vietnam, will enable the MARS station to send and receive more
calls for longer periods of time and improve reception quality.

(Photo by LCpl. R. Nelson)

Engine Failure Brings
Close Call For Crew

By LCpl. Tom Kidman

DA NANG — Quick thinking, a
little luck and a lot of Marine
know-how saved the day when
an engine failed on a CH-53 heli-
copter 17 miles southwest of
here in Hill 55’s landing zone
(LZ).

First Lt. Clay P. McBee (1427
West 5th Place, Kennewick,
Wash.), a helicopter pilot with
Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron 463, was just starting
to lift off from the LZ with 12,000
peunds of cargo to resupply ele-
ments of the 7th Marines partici-

Scuttle...

(Continued From Page 3)
destroying all four NVA trucks
and both houses.

“While the air strikes were
underway about 15 enemy sol-
diers began assaulting our ob-
servation post on line,” related
Back. “We opened up on them
with small arms fire and re-
quested the AO to direct air
strikes on the attacking enemy
soldiers.”

pating in Operation Oklahoma
Hills. Then it happened, he
heard a loud ‘“WHAP’ and the
number two engine’s gauges
started to unwind, indicating the
engine was dead.

Realizing the tight spot he was
in, the pilot told one of the crew-
men to release the cargo, drop-
ping it to the ground about 40
feet below.

Free of the weight of the car-
go, the helicopter literally hop-
ped the length of the LZ and
touched down rather soundly in
a bare area just beyond the LZ
in good shape, save one dead en-
gine.

An inspection later revealed
that dirt had gotten into the high
octane fuel and plugged one side
of the fuel control which regu-
lates the amount of fuel each of
the two huge turbine engines
use.

‘“The only thing I was really
worried about was an ammuni-
tion dump about 100 feet away,”
said the pilot.

“If we hadn’t dumped that
cargo in time, that LZ would

‘have been a mess,” concluded

Lt. McBee.
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Allies Sweep Barrier Island Refuge...

(Continued From Page 1)
He has to start rebuilding over
again if he wants to reassert
himself in this area again,” said
Col. Doty.

During the 15-day operation
allied forces Kkilled 303 of the
enemy and captured 100 individ-
ual and 5 crew-served weapons.

The majority of enemy casu-
alties were inflicted by the two
ARVN battalions, the 2nd Bn.,
54th Regt., and the 3rd Bn., 51st
Regt. They accounted for 132
enemy Kkilled and 203 prisoners
and captured 67 individual
weapons and the 5 crew-served
weapons.

Marines of Battalion Landing
Team 1/26 nailed 104 of the ene-

my and corralled 168 suspects,
including 79 VCI, and 14 Chieu
Hois who rallied to the GVN.

Four companies of ROK Ma-
rines accounted for the remain-
ing enemy killed. Other allied
forces participating in the oper-
ation were 250 armored troops
from the U.S. Army’s Americal
Division, who set up block forces
and screens to the south, and
South Vietnamese Regional and
Popular Force units to the north
along the Cua Dai River.

U.S. casualties during the op-
eration were 2 killed in action
and 47 wounded in action. ROK
Marine and ARVN casualties
were reported as light.

The entire operation was

——

LCPLS DON WHITAKE, left, (7153 Elevloz; Buena Park, Calif.) and Ron Weodward (Kearns, Utah)

marked by enemy probing ac-
tion and hit-and-run tactics.
Sweeping forces discovered nu-
merous bunkers, spider holes
and tunnels which held the 59,-
155 pounds of rice and 8,700
pounds of salt taken from the
enemy.

On May 5, two companies of
BLT 1/26th Marines were heli-
lifted by Marine Medium Heli-
copter Squadron 362 into two
landing zones in the south-
western corner of the island.
HMM-362 supported the BLT
throughout the operation. Simul-
taneously another Marine com-
pany poured from amphibian as-
sault vehicles onto Red Beach to
the southeast.

repair the cradle mechanism on a 105mm howitzer at the An Hoa Combat Base south of Da Nang.
The two Marines are attached to the ordnance maintenance section of Force Logistic Support Group
Alpha, which is responsible for repair and maintenance of all artillery pieces used by the 11th Ma-

rines, 1st Marine Division.

A Common ‘Enemy’

(Photo by Sgt. Joe Coder)

Retaliation Is a Bummer

By LCpl. Tom Kidman

DA NANG — It is generally
known that combat Marines are
notorious for vengeance against
the enemy. Members of Hq Co.
3rd Bn. 11th Marines have a
unique way of ‘retaliating”
against a common ‘‘enemy’’—the
“Dear John” letter. It consists
of the following reply:

Dear—Ae—

Congratulations!! Your Dear
John letter has been chosen
number one over many others,
and you have won the coveted

“Dear John of the Month”
award for the month
of:

This honor is i)estowed upon
you by the famous ‘“Dear John

TO:

Mail The Sea Tiger Home

FPO San Francisco, Calif 96602

Postage
rd Class 8¢
Airmail 20¢
Ist Class 12¢

NOTE: Fold paper three times, secure edges with
Staple or Tape and mail home.

Club”’ headquartered on Hill 55,
17 miles southwest of Da Nang,
Vietnam.

Out of a very select.group of
letters chosen for originality, ef-
fectiveness or subtleness, we are
happy to announce yours as the
winner in the ___ division of our
contest.

Your letter will now be kept
along with all the other monthly
winners until the end of the year
when the ‘“Dear John Club”’ se-
lects the “Dear John of the
Year’” winner.

Keep up the good work and

-Good Luck. May we expect to

hear more from you?
Best Wishes
“Dear John Club”

3rd Bn., 11th Marines

Each month the members of
the Dear John Club’s screening
committee selects three Dear
John letters out of all received
that month. One is chosen for
originality, one is chosen for ef-
fectiveness and another for its
subtleness.

Each year the three-year-old
club takes the 36 letters and
chooses the one containing the
most of all three qualities to re-
ceive the ‘“Dear John of the
Year’” award.

With the American screen al-
ready in place along the south-
ern border, ROK Marine and
river assault units set up a
blocking force to the north and
northwest. South Vietnamese
units worked the northern por-
tion of the pie-shaped island.

During the operation the ene-
my was caught napping twice
when Marine units, which had
swept from the southwest to the
central section, boarded helicop-
ters and returned to the original
D-Day landing zones.

“I felt that when the enemy
saw us turn our backs and move
north they would come across
the river behind us. We jumped
right back to the area and got
them,” said Col. Doty.

By rooting out and isolating
the Viet Cong Infrastructure, the
operation ‘“hurt the enemy for a
long, long time,”” said Col. Doty.
‘“We’ve proven that both to the
VC and the civilians.”

The island villagers were tak-
en by the combined forces two
Holding Centers, one in Quang
Nam Province and the other in
Quang Tin Province. The two
centers processed a total of 7,042
civilians, including 214 classified
as VC and 295 members of the
VC infrastmicture (VCI), politi-
cal agents who undermine, ter-
rorize and prey on defenseless
villagers. Officials said many of
the islanders came to the cen-
ters on their own, aided by Psy-
chological Operations teams
which broadcast instructions.

Dead Top 600...

(Continued From Page 1)
By 6 p.m. that day, the 3rd Bn., 1st Marines joined by two South
Vietnamese companies from the 59th Regional Forces Bn. and two
companies of the 51st Vietnamese Army Regt., had surrounded a

large enemy unit.

Forty-four of the enemy were killed in the

first hours of fighting before the cordon around the enemy was
tightened. During the night several enemy attempts to break out
of the the area resulted in five more enemy killed and one
captured. The next day’s sweep of the area brought down 37 more
enemy soldiers and brought the total to 86 killed. Elements of
the 51st Regt. killed an additional 43 who were attempting to flee

the area.

. A Marine officer felt that while most of the attacks had been
just harrassing fire, the two large ground actions many have pre-
vented ground attacks on certain key U.S. and South Vietnamese

installations.

Last Ho-rah...

(Continued From Page 1)

Various other units were mak-
ing contact at the same time.
The command post of “F”’ Co.,
2nd Bn. 7th Marines, southwest
of here, received 15 to 20 rounds
of incoming 60mm mortar fire
and returned fire with 106 recoil-
less rifle.

Combined Action Platoon
(CAP) 2-1-2, six miles west of
here, cbserved 15 to 20 enemy
soldiers moving south. A reac-
tion force was assembled and
the unit called in Marine artil-
lery fire on the enemy position.

Marines continued to spot the
enemy throughout the day. An
“F”’ Co., 2nd Bn. 26th Marines
platoon found three NVA bodies
wrapped in a parachute. /The
NVA had apparently been killed
in an artillery attack.

In addition, a recon team from
the 1st Reconnaissance Bn. ob-
served four NVA in a river 16
miles south of here. An OV-10A
Bronco overhead called in Ma-
rine jets on air strikes. Later,
the same team observed six
NVA and VC burying a body.
The team again contacted the
Bronco pilot, who called in an
artillery mission Kkilling two
more of the enemy.

Later in the day, a 7th Ma-
rines river patrcl came across
the banner-carrying Viet Cong
patrol and killed two of them. At
about the same time, a platoon
of the 129th Popular Force (PF)
Bn. made contact with an NVA
squad. The PFs killed five and
captured one NVA and several
weapons.

As night fell, the enemy again
stepped up his attempts to make
a successful assault. Near An
Hoa, 25 miles southwest of here,
a civilian hospital received a di-
rect hit from two enemy rocket-
propelled-grenade rounds, which
killed one civilian and injured
eight. The enemy also fired a
number of 82mm rounds at the

command post of the 3rd Bn.,
5th Marines. The rounds missed
and landed in the village of Ma
Son, injuring 13 more civilians.

Later, in yet another display
of poor marksmanship, the ene-
my launched 122mm rockets at
Marine Aircraft Group 16’s posi-
tion. They landed in the bay
nearby. One was a dud.

About 15 rounds of 122mm
rockets were also fired at a Re-
public of Korea Marine position.
All missed the target. The enemy
then fired about 10 82mm mor-
tars into the same position.

The command posts of the 2nd
Bn. 1st Marines and the 7th Ma-
rine Regt. received enemy
82mm mortar rounds, but the
enemy’s luck ran badly there,
too. The attacks were in-
effectual.

Congrats

From the
CG, Ill MAF

The highly effective and ag-
gressive defense of the artillery
position of H/3/11 on 19 May by
units of the 11th Marines, 1st
Marines and 7th Marines is
noted with admiration. The co-
ordinated participation of these
units resulting in eighteen ene-
my KIA, five PWs, eight IWC
and two CSWC, at a cost of only
five friendly WIA (minor),
stands out as an example of how
to deal with sappers. This action
reflects great credit on the in-
dividual Marines involved, their
leadership, and the profession-
alism of participating units. Well
done.

LTGEN. HERMAN NICKERSON

JR.
Commanding General, III MAF




