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CIVIC ACTION-THAM,II
KHUONG-HO A HAMERE
HOA~PHU VILEAGE
JANUARY 21, 1984

M. Rgogfn, Hoa-Phi village's militla post chief, on

Januany 18,, 1964, was ordered- bo. wahoh: aver the Team cadres'
geourity.

WhiTe exeouting his task, Mr. Nguydn got himself drunk,
behaved arrogantly, and squabbled wilth the village reprasenta-
#1ve befuore the people. At 2:00 p.m., Mr. Nguyén ordered the
mtLitiamen: o returm to the ia.o-st, and at the same time, told
us that we should come back, too, because he had olready
Ingtructed militlsmen to withdraw, If we did remain, security
would not be gmsr'qnt.,eed. At that time, we Were carrying out
aotivities at the bottom of Khuong-Hda homlet. We told him
that our taslk was not yet over, moreover, we had to walt for
orders from cur upper level, that 1s why we could not withdraw
from the hamlet. On the other hand, we had to ask loeal
militiamen {(living in the hamlzt) about some necessary things,
but Mr. NguyBn did rot accede to our reguest.

After that, Mr, Nguydn gave orders to militlamen to
withdraw from ths hamle_.t,. leaving us behind, while we were
parforming tasks at the bottom of the hamlet, a place regarded
as dangerous, X

Team II Head
Pham-V&n-Tung
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CIVIC Ac;r'Ion-TEAM 11
KHUONG~EOA HAMIET
HOA-PHU VILLAGE
JANUARY 18,1964
Before November 1, 1963, armed VC troops invaded the .
hamlet, mobilized the people to destroy the hamlet fence_hn&
opened meetings of the people, urging the latter to move Bgck'
to their old houses, They pretended that strategic hamlets are
hells on earth, and that herding people into strategic hamléﬁs
i1s designed to facilitate pressgqnging and exploitatiop of the
" people, They also deluded the relocated people by the follow-
ing argument., To move in the hamlet is to abandon one's rice=
field, one's garden which one had to toil one's 1ife long to

get. One's propsrty is deteriorated, moreover freedom is lost.

Tbey also menaced that they will not guarantee prbperties and

1ife of the relocated people if the latter do not move back,

After many times of such VC study and appeal, a number"
of people having properties and larnd oa the outside have moved
back to their old area, bullt straw huts to 1ive in and earn’
their living,

In the night of November 3, 1963, after the successful
reﬁolution, about two VC platpons showed up, encireled the
Milifia pest, gathered the people of both Khuong-Thanh aﬁd
Khudng~Hoa hamlets and ordered men and womeﬁ tozpuli down roofs
amd destroy walls of the reloeated people'é housss, compelling
these people to leave “he hamlet fﬁr thelir old houses., After |
house dismantling, they opened a meeting to study about the
Revolutlonary Military Ccuncil's Novembon J coup d'état, which

is to topple the Ngo family's rogime, abolish dictatorship,



ropregdion and exploitation of the people, and end religious
diserimination,

Since that day, up to December 1963, loeal Inter-village
VC from time to time showed up to opén study meetings, and
“pagularky came to each family ‘to popalarize news about thelir
miuar'y victories in one or another region. It was not unti}
our Fown MIlftary Sector (Ghi-lﬂm-T—h&n&n)_ has been re-established
‘el ‘two VG weve killed in Binh-Nam hamlet, Binh-Lip village,
bt the “UEsSt .-eortg'ﬁfd not show up asg ‘t:'h-ftyen a3 in the past,

| In the-'past., they used to come to the hamlst at about

500 pom. and gquit it at a ']La’te hour In the evening, All
study maetings were organilzed in the BuddhistﬂPagoda, some 600
meters away from the fence and on the outside. _

Remarks: PFollewing are the Team's rema'.rk‘s."after inves-
tigation, If the V€ are virtually the m:isﬁer-s_ of this hamlet,
i'that is béeans:e'them are quite a fow re-loqated famlilies having
ehildren who l:md fled the family and rollowe;dl the VC, and also
many familfes In the hamlet hdviﬁg members ﬁho had followed
‘the ¥C, such as: Nguyén-Vin-Dom, Bii-Vin-Vs, Bii-Vin-Bng,
Bil-Vin-Tifu, Bui-Vin-Tio (T1® and Tdc quit their family sinece
October 1963 conly), Phan-’VEn-th’!i, Phan=-Vin=Cong; the men: Nam,
Y, Xuln, Bling, Dye (d%cease&') and Pdan-Vin-Da, are at present
VC cadres in charge of Khudng=Hoa and Khudng-Thgnh hamle t g,

The result ls that, 1f they want to i)reserve their chlldren's
+ 11fe, they should be pro-communiat, .have' relaticns with the VC,
provide them with news, enabling the VG to easily enter the
hamlet to ambush militiamern, destrcy the hamlet and harass the
people. The day following the Team's arrival in the hamlet,

the VC came In to scatter leaflets.
- Team II Head:
Phgm=VEn-Ting
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CIVIC ACTION-TEAM 1I
. ’KHUONG-HOA. HAMLET
HOA-PHU VILLAGE

JANUARY 20, 1964

SPECIAL REPORT -ON THE: SUCCESSFUL’ PERSUASION OF ONE VC CADRE
T0 _RETURN TO THE NATIONAL CAUSE.

While carrying out activities in Khudng-Hda hamlet, Hoa-
Phi village, our Team, besides performing our Civie A_o_tiqn
principal duty, has chatted with the peopls, explained and
popularized the Government's line and stand, especially the
"Open Arms" (Chi8u HE1) poliecy, as. an indirect appeal to .VC
cadree and troops to return to the national cause.

Answering; the Teum's .appeal, :ln the morning of Jn.rmary
20, 1964, Nguyen-van-ﬁua (alias Xu.ﬁn) , VC 1ntelligence and
‘llalson man in charge of H3a~Phéi and VInh-Cong villages,
preéented himself as a retumée before our Team, and acooz_npﬁnied
by 6ur Team, he has reportéd- himself to the Provineial Ch:l_.é_u-.

H81 center.

Team II' Hedd:'
Phom-Vin-Ting
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ORAL DEBRIEFING ON AP KHUONG THAMI

-

Original 1list had 134 families, but 107 moved away, leaving only 24,

There were 111 relocation families here, but there are only foer left,
VC brought people from other hamlets to remove roofs from houses and force

the 107 families to move,

The last time the VC came to thia hamlet was in late September, when they
forced the 107 families to move,

The people of -Ap Khuong Thanh seem more friendly toward the VC than toward
the govermment, They will turn to VC for help instead of asking the govermment,
The VC has "givun" then land and they will go to them to arbitrate land disputes,
In 1945, the VC took this land from rich people . and the French and then distri-
buted it to the people,

The people's main complaint against the VC is taxation. Those who were
"issued" land by VC have to pay 1,000 piastres a year in tax, but there are

also extra taxes.,

Among the 111 relocation families, only 18 received money from the
goverrment, However, these 18 were not the poorest families, The 18 received
1,000 piastres each, | '

The Third Civic Action Team repaired a bridge between Ap Khuong Thanh
and Ap Khuong Hoa., The people of both hamlets would now like a bridge wide
and strong enough to support Tri-Lambietta traffic, Ap Khuceng Thanh would
also like a first aid station, nurse and well,

Eighty percent of the fence was destroyed. These is no hamlet militia,
Some hamlet council members live in Tan An and some have returned to their ori-

ginal homes, so the council does not meet,
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This hamlet has three underground VC working in the hamlet area, (See
Special Report for rames and other information,)

The people said the last time govermment cadres visited this hamlet was
in August 1963, when they came in to inspect the desteoyed fence.

They have no complaint against the Byo An and SNC, but didn't like the
govermment taking land for relocation families. The govermment did not reim~
burse former cwners for this laml, but still made them pay taxes to the gevern-—
ment on it. The people now hope the new govermment will pay them for this
land, or at least reduce the gawes on it, since they cannot work it.

The cadres say these hamleteers hope the government wins the'wa:; but.

don't hones?ly thionk either the govermment or the VC will win, and that the
fighting will go on indefinitely,



PSYWAR - TEAM I
Khuonnghanh Hamlet
Phu-Hoa Village

HE COUMENEBT VIET-CON QUERRILIAS AT THIS
Sy LMBE '

A ?he'ﬁlligg:x_gitggpion

After the November 1 Revolution, the VC did not launch
any militery astivities in this hamlet, The last 6 times they
came to it wns in late June, July and Auguat. They then only
aimed at destroying its defensive fenge.

B. Jhe politisal situstion

In the ccurse of the last 6 times they came to this
hamlet, the VC urged the local residents to ‘move and resume
their lives at their original residential areas. Only in this
way could the V¢ mix themaelVes up with the defected hamleteers
and continue to infiltrate in the surrcunding areas to carry
cut their subversive activities. Besides, the VC had also tried
to vilify the November 1 Revolution and its leaders.

For the time balng there are already 107 reloeation
families that returned to their original hcuses upon the VC

tastotenne .

Urging the renegade lccal residents to move back into the
hamlets so as to avold the exploitation of the VC, the local
authorities have also tried by their means to ensure the se-
curity of these people.

II.

& _ATTITUDE OF THE HAMLETEERS

OFf the whole hamlet population,
A. Four pereent support the VC out of fear.
B. Eighty percent show their complete apathy toward
both sides. Most of them are poor farmers who have been
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threatened by the hamlet undergréund ve and were forced to
pay tax to them. The security of these people 15 not being
ensured by the local authorities, especially at nignt time.

C. Sixteen percent stand for our cause. The children
and relatiwes of these people are presently working for our
Zovernment services. ' '

III. THE ACTIVITIES OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN TH“ INFRA-
STRUCTULE,

A. The amlet Executive (Office
For the time belng, tlie Hamlet Executive Offlice nas

stopped working. Durinu the working trip of Team I to .the .
hamlet, all the members of the saild Orfice were absent. iIt;
was because of poor security that these people have to move to
another locality to earn .helr living. The Hamlet staff used
to be threatened by the underground VC.

B. The Hamlet Council
Presently the Hamlet Council has peen dissolved, some

of its staff were the members of ti.e relocation families._iThey
served as commissars in the Hamlet Council. They all have
moved to their original houses.

C. The Militia _ _

The Militia has let down, for the moment, all its
activities. Presently there are only 24 families left in the
hamlet. Most of them are original residents. All defensive
systems and organizations have been completely destroyed by the
VC. The spirit of the hamleteers is low and the nilitia lLas
dissolved itself. : ‘

D. The Securlty Forces

The Combat Youths . B

3efore, there were two squads of Cowbat Youths at the

Hamlet. They all have completed their milicary training courses.
Of these two Compat Youth Squads, one is armed with 5 sporting



suns, 5 Mausers and 1 pisiol., But the segurit; is presently
not ensured, and the Combat youths have returned their personal
arms to the Diatriot authorities of Binh Phuoe District. A
large number of tie combat youths have rollowed their families
and moved to their original houses.

The Sclf-Defense-Corps
Tnﬁre is presently an SDC Platoon garrisoned at Don Phu
Post, Ap Don-Phu, They all are througli-and-through anti-

*communist patriots, they proved themselves to oe honest and

sentle during thelr rrequent patrols in the hamlet. The local
residepnts don't have anything to complain about thelr behaviour.
The c;vil_guarda
it ié a lbng time sinee the Bao-An has launched a mop-

'up in this hgmlat.

IV. THE _PRESENT SITUATION OF THE HAMLET

A, Its pogglat;gn“prior to the November 1 Revolution

Prior rtp the November 1 Revolution the hamlet had a

 populstion of 787, including oldsters and younssters.

There were 131 houses, of which, 4 relocation families
are still living in the hamlet.

Of there 131 families, there mere 20 original families
and 111 reloeation ones. And of the 111 relocation-families,
107 have moved to their original houses.

Eighteen relocation families have recelved money from
the local authorities, the relocated money totaling 18,000 VN$

(eagh relogation family received 1,000 piastres).

There are now 43 relocation families that have not
received money from the Government the District authori.lies
said the distriet fupds are running low, and they will deliver
the relocated sum of money to the above-uentioned families as
scon as their funds are ralsed.

The relocation families Lnought the local authorities
had dope them an gnjustice, sinece they all moved at the same
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time in the hamlet. Only 18 of them were picked to get the
money, and yet, these are not the poorest families. L

Of the whole population in the hamlet only 10 percent
are riobh, the remaining 90 percent can only make a bare living
and are bed off.

Presently

There are only 113 inhabitants left. That makes a loss
of TT4 persons.

of the original 107 houses, only 24 are left.

The reazons why there 1s sach a decrease of population _
in the hamlet is that most of the families are the relocation
ones that have mcved to their original houses, belng forced
by the VC. ' |

B. The Effectivenss of the Psywar Peams ‘s Activities in
- the Hamlet.

Following 1s the effectiveness of the Government
services such as: the Information Service,ithe Youth Oegan-
ization, the Civic Action, the National Police organs and the
Vietnamese Armed Forces. :

The Government civil services as well as the Viethamese‘
Armed Forces have a good reputation among the hamlet population.

Meanwhile, the National Government has failed in en-
suring the security of the personnel of the local executive
services and of other civie organlzations, and as a result
of such a state of things, these people .got scared and aban-
doned their works and their responsibilities as hopeless, gap
13 thus caused by thélr absence and the hamleteers loose sub-
sequently all their confildence in the government.

Following are the opinions of the hamleteers on dir-
ferent 1oca1 executive services:

‘ However, it 1s to be remarked that the 1oca1 residents
have a ver, high opinion of the above-mentioned services, and
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‘show great respect Tor thelr members' righteousness. As a
matter of fast, these services have never bothered .he hamleteers
and rendered thelr lives impossible.

C. The Aspirations of the Local Residents

Of the whole hamlet population:

AForty-five percent would like to rebuild and consolidate
the'hamlebw mcst of these people are rich farmers and are our
troopa' reletives. They all are original residents of the hamlet.

Fifty-five percent would not like to resettle in the
strategle hemlet. Most of them are farmers whose rice-fields
-are located in far off areas out of the hamlet. To their mind,
the reconstruction of the hamlet would hinder their farming
WOTrKSs .

The looal resldents would like to government to ensure
their securlty in the daytime as well as at nightime. They
wished our troops to launch frequent mopping-up operations in
the vieinitles of their hamlet and to send troops for patrols
in their area. This willl prevent the VC from coming to their
hamlet and levying taxes. As a matter of fuet, the hamleteers
have to pay 1,000VN} a year in tax to the VC.

With regard to the local authorities, the local residents
would like for these to be elected by them, and once elected,
the representatives of the hamleteers siiould have a keen sense
of Justice, to be benevolent and only think of serving the
people. ' -

A8 to tne health and socilal securitx, the local residents
would like to government to have a first-aid station set up for
them. The} also requested the Government co ctulld a wooden
'bridge connecting Ap Khuong-Thanh and Ap Xhucn,-Hoa &0 as to
facilitate the traffic.



V. THE ACTIVITIES OF TEAM I.

Our team has called on 24.families in the hamlet. In
distributing the gdvernment gifts to them, we have succeeded
in gaining their esteem and in_studying their cases and thelr
actual aspirations. The gifts include: '

24 coples of the Free World Magazine, Vietnamese version.
2L copies of Huong Que Magzazine (Pastoral Favor).

20 boxes of tea.

24 cana of food and

150 leaflets and monthly bulletins.

B. The hamlet defensive network

The hamlet extends on an area of 2,154 square meters.
The 528-meter outer bamboo fence has been destroyed.
There are only 110 meters left. '

VI. REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS OF THE PSYWAR TEAM.

Remarks
There is, to our mind, poor security in the hamlet; fhe
local administrative services and the hamlet mllitia have been
dissolved, this causes the hamleteers to get scared and to loose
their confidence in the government. Seventy-five percent of the
defanse network of the hamlet lL.as been .completely destroyed.
Most of the relocation families have moved to thelr original
houses., '
Suggestions
We should like to ask the authorities.concerned to improve
the hamlet so as to defend the remaining familles. What is
.needed .o do at once is to send our tr-ops and our securlty forces
.o the hamlet in daytime as well as in nighttime with a view to
cut down the infiltration of the VC, and to prevent them from
levying taxes and from terrorizing the local residents.

Team Leader:
Nguyen Dinh Tho

USIS QOobserver:
Tran Dinh Minh
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PSYWAR - TEAM I
Khuong Thanh Hamlet
Hoa Phu Village

January 16, 17 and 21, 1404

I. COMPATRIOTS' ATTITUDE TOWARD THE GOVERNMENT

A number of compatriots complﬁin that allowances for
removal of houzes into the Strategie Hamlet was nct fair and
reasonAble. fince many families did not set eny grant althcugh
they have scotually remcved their houses.

The population wishes that the government wculd nct let
them down and wyuld give them scme compensatlion,

II. COMPATRIOT3 ' ASPIRATIONS.

The majority of sompatriots at Khuong Thanh and Khuong
Hoa Hamlets request the Government t> reouild the bridge which
links the two hamlets to make communiecaticn of the population
easlier and safer {the bridge is 8 meters long, 2 meters wide,
and is 4 meters deep).

Compatriots also propose that the Government dig a well
to supply drinking water to compatriots in the hamlet, because
there is a shortage of drinking water because during the Season
sea water reaches the area.

A majority of compatriots have moved their houses tn old
places outside of the Strategic Hamlet. These peiple are greatly
concerned that military operaticns can endanger their lives.
Thelr earnest desire is to ask the Government tu' assure cheir
security sc¢ that they can return to the hamlet and avoid Viet
Cong harsh contrnl,

III. SPECIAL NEWS ABOUT_ CLANDESTINE VC.
Follawing 18 the 1ist of elandestine Viet Cong wheo are
operating in. the village:
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1) Nguyen Van Chinh, Secretary of the Villase Committee
~ (one-eyed man)

2) Tran Van Ruc, Platoon chief

3) Nzuyen Van Nay. Second in Command

) Doen Van Da, guerrillero

Tne firat two men are armed, each wit: a shotgun, while

.he third and the fourth are equipped each with 1 Mas 36.

Names of cther cadres follow:
mpivh Yen Vinh, son of Trinh Van Xe from Binh Sam.
Tren Val Chae, son of Le Thi Du from Phu Thanh.
Nguyen Van Be, son of Ngu,en Van Cua from Phu Thanh.
Ho Van La, son of o Van Mani from Phu Thanh.
Tran Van Ray, son of Tran Van Chau from Binh Chanh,
Tran Van' licany, armed ¥lth a Mauser
Tran Van Vol, armed with a Mas 30

The platoon is equipped with 3 shotgund, 1 Mauser, 3 Mas
36, 1 local-made gun. ' - _

Responsible cadres:

Ngugen Dany Mal
Phan Thann Chau
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PSYWAR - TEAM I
Khuong Thanii Hamlet
Hoa Phu Villagze

January 17, 19.4

 ACTIVITIES OF THHE ENEMY AT XKHUONG THANH STRATEGIC HAMLET

' The Influence of Viet Cong activities in this Strateyle

" Hamlet is v=ry great because the population is placed under
the tight control of a platoon of Viet Cong juerrilleros of
Hoa Phu Village. This platoon is equipped with 8 wzapons.

Furthermore, a Viet Cong regional company, called Company
313, composed of 50 men and armed with good weapons, often soces
through the hamle: to control it and to give a helping hand to
the guerrilleros.

Tne Hamlet is s8till under the control of a Viet Cong ad-
ministrative or:anization from the Hoa Phu Village. The Viet
Cung Village Committee has a Secretary named Nguyen Van Cninh,
a cadre named Doan Van Ba. '

In the hamlet there is a Viet Coné agent who belonzs to
the Provincial Propaganda Forces. The agent's name is Nguyen
Van Tuoil, the son of Nguyen Van Chay and Nguyen Thi That.

Following 1s the composition of the guerrilleros platoon:

1) Commander of Platoon: Rue¢; 2) Second-in-Command: Nay
(a draft dodger); 3) Vinh; 4) Chac (draft dodger); 5) Be
(drart dodger); ©) La (drart dodser); 7) Ban (darft dodger);
8) Hcang and 9) Voi.

The platoon 1is equipped with 3 shotguns, locally-made
rifle, 1 Mauser, 3 Mas 36, and often uses these guns. to harass
the strategzic hamlet.

A number of young draft dod:ers have Joined the guerrilleros
in thelr operatiocn and use sharp weapons such as poniards,

Is
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machettes or grenades. They are; 1) Nguyen Van Quen 2) Nguyen
Ngoe Chuong 3) Ngu:en Van Binh.

. In the village of Hoa Phu, there are 2 women who join
the Viet Cong and often come to the hamiet with the guerrililercs.
The psir is: 1) Nguyen Thi Cam and Nc. When the Guerrilleros '
come, they aunmon the population and tell hawmlet people to
ahandcn thoir houses and leave the SH otherwise their lives
would be threatened and their fields could not be cultivated
frealy. The Viet Cong levy 1,000 plasters of taxes per heciares
on rice fizlds they have controlled since 1u45. The Viet-Cong

also set up people’s court to try petty cases which arise from
ninor disputes in the namlet.. ' '
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PSYWAR -~ TEAM I
Khuong Thanh Hamlet
‘Hoa Phu Village -

January 7, 1964 . N

* SITUATION OF THE LOFULATION AT KHUONG THANH STRATEQIC HAMLET

Nearly all ramiligaiinath&.Strgtegiq Hamlet are resettled
families who come from the old Khuong Thanh Hamlet. The number
of resettlel families amount to 113 and the members or.theIQ(
families appear to be wavering and even pro-Communist, Only
very few people are on the national side; those who have pro-
perties, or relatives or sons serving in the Administration
or the ARVN. ' '

. _ Therdestruction of houses in the hamlet by_thq Viet-Cong
gave the population a good excuse to return to their old pPlaces
where most of. them have been granted lands by the Viet Cong

8ince 1945. 1If they stay in the hamlet, these lands will be
allotted to othep people. ' ' -

The number of families which stay in the hamlet after
the Viet Cong have destroyed it does not exceed 30. The Viet
Cong now rarely cmme to the hamlet because of the limited number
of families and the inhabitants are too poor to pay taxes.

The peculiar thing about the hamlet is the feot that the
population still trusts the Viet Cong. Whenever there is a
dispute about lands or fields, they bring the matter to the
Viet Cong for trial and they have more confidence in the Viet
Cong than in the national side.

For instance, a dispute about land arises between two
persons. The pair find the Viet-cOng authorities to file their
sult instead of bringing it to the Village Couneil. |

They also responded to the Viet Cong demand to pay 1,000
Piasters for each hectare of land and make & monthly contribution
of rice to the Viet Cong guerrilleros. -
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In our contact and conversation with the hamlet people
we notice: that they have a pretty good level of understanding

and qse terms often used by the Viet Cong themselvee suoh as
revolutien , "liberation’, "cadre" eto.

The vtet Cong have praotically no organizition 1n the
hamlet sinoe it has few inhabitants after a great numuer have
left. Thus, the hamlet is virtually destroyed ooth in content
and form. ' | |

-Nguypn Van Hal
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OPAL DEBRIERING Oﬂ AP BINH SON

_ This hamlet tomnsists of 133 famzlies, of wh;ch 18 are relocateea. 8ix
fam1*1es in B;nh Sot have rélatives in the vC. o

Trere is mo hamlet council, because the VC threatened the membErs if it
met and they disbnu&ed, at least unof f iclally, _

linety-seven percast of the fence has been ﬂestroyed. }

Some Civic cadres told ti.e debrleflng officer the lamleteers were afraid
of the VC and weuldn't talk to them about their activities -- even tiose residents
wiw lad relatives in the WC., Bowever, other cadres said tie hamleteers‘gig talk .
about the VC, specifically,

Almost all of the people in the hamlet pay taxes to the VC, The poorest
may ahout 500 niastres ner hectare ner year, the rich about 1,000, Ilumber of
¢hildren and use of land seeums to determine actual figure; if a family has many
¢hildren, taxes are lower -- if the land is worked a lot, taxes are hightr;

The VC have & list of land owners, most of whom live in Tan An city,

The neonle had nothing to say about either the old or new govermments,

o or con,

The last tine government peonle came to Binh Son was in April 1963, when
the hamlet was construtted, During that month, incidentally, adjacent Ap Xom
Mham was also constructed, and while construction teams were working on the latter,
they were fired on by VC in Ap Binh Son,

The peonle of Binh Son would like a water nump, dispensary and nurse,
They would algo like to borrow money from the National Credit Office (NACO),
However, they added that unless th.e government provided tite hamlet with adeqQuate
security, all these thinps +ould eitier be taken or destroyed by the VC,

Some of the peonle think either side has a chance of winning the war, and
most don't seem to really care. HJowever, they said titey want the govermment to
gsend soldiers to orotect them from tie VC,

Cthers think the govermment won't win, giving as t .eir rezson that since
there were no VC in the South following tie Ceneva Agreements (sic), and there are
many now, the government's position has weakened,

They wo'ld like the hamlet reconstructed, if the povernmen: will provide
security, If it is reconstructéed witl.out adequate security, they feel it will

became a YT combat hamlet,
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They said they didnttknow their NDistrict Chief, Since most of the
SDC in Binh Son came from that hamlet, .they know and like them, But they said
they didn't 1ite SDC from other Hgi;lc:i:s; be¢uuse they steal caickens and |
otherwise misbehave, ' ‘

The hamleteers think Binh Son is too big for tight security, The fei;ce
is three kilometers long in ome nlace and hard to defend and expensive to
renair for some residents i!ios'e' land f réntuha. long section, They think more
SC and construction cadres would help solve this rrobler:,
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Civic Action Team I
Binhason!hamlet
Binh-grioi village’

Jinuary 24,1964

I.. ENBUY.ACTIVITIRS  IN THR STMEéIC HAMIBT AFTER NOVEMBER 1, 1963

A, Military-

After the Novewber 1 successful revolution, there has been no VC attack
against the 'amlet, Before November 1, 1963, in the course of Auzust and :
Sentember 1963, the VC had invaded the Lamlet and destroyed the hamlet's fence,
Moreover, they had arrested and tied up all the hamlet’s administrative committee
and council -~embers, and threatered that the latter would be killed if they
continued to vork for the national goverment. The VC also killed Mr, Vo-vuneCa
denuty security commissioner, in the night of June 5, 1963, after they had
unsuccessfully attacked Binh-Tam post,

B. Political

After Movember 1, 1963, there cave beenm no VC activities on tue
nolitical field,

11, GEMERAL REMARES :ON PEOPLE'S FEELINGS TOWARD THE VC

A. Pro-enemy - 10 nercent, because of fear of the VC

B. Half way -- 65 percent, because of eneny nressvre and lack of

goverment's protection,

C. Pro-govermment - 25 nercent = Made up of rich families, and
families having their children now wor'ip- for our

government,
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I71. GOVBRNMENT ACTIVITIES AT TiBE LOCAL LEVBL

A, Hamlet acministzative cdmmittee

£t oresent, though tte hamlet administrstive committee is still existing,
there are no activities, because of lack of security on the one hand and the vC
pressure on the other, All are confused and in deadly fear of the enemi.

B, Hamlet council
The hamlet council is still existing, but there areno activities becuule
_of fear of the X, ' '

C. DPopular orga.n:lnt:lon

Pobular organizations in the mamlet are still existing, but there are no
activities because of lack of secutity. The hamlet defense system  ias been
destroyed as mueb as 97 ipercent"by the enemy,

e

D, Secur:ltx force 7
Two combat youth squlds :I.n tnc -amlet ave had basic militery training.

One of t‘wese two satuds was proviced with 3 Bnglish-made r:I.fles, ] motguns and
1 pistol, These weapons 'ave alrcady bren riven back to the local a.d.-.zimstrat:.oh
Civil gutrd men show un very rarely in the hamlet, | '
Militiamen are not stationed in th.;:' hamlet. There is only the Binh-Tam-:
militia nost, stationed in the B:I.ul_i-‘l‘am bridge, bordering on the famlet, and the
Binh-quoi post, some 8,500 meters éést ‘of the hamlet,
. Civil gﬁard and militia forces have never created dissatisfaction among
the peonle, _ ‘ ' _ ' |

IV, STRATEGIC HAMLET PRESEMT SITUATION

A, Povulation before Movember 1, 1963

Pooulation : 551 (ircluding zen, women, aged, children)

"euses :+ 151 (original ; 129, relocated : 22)
A1l of the 22 relocated families received no relocation money from the
fovernment, ' . .
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Peonle's living conditions:

Rich H 20 pércent
Average 35 percent

Heedy H 45 percent

B. Present situation
Jonulation @ 465 (a decrease of 86 nersons)

Fouses 133 (inclucding 4 relocaved families . still remining, so

a decrease of 18 Lorses)

The “amlet's population has decreased because there were 18 families
which have moved back to their old houses under VW pressure,

V. FHE EFBECTIVENBSS (F OUP GOVERMAENT SERVICBS' ACTIVITIES

It is to be remarked that the Govermment services, such as tie
Informatiow Services, the Youth Organization, the Civic Action, the National
Police Services as well as the Viethamese Armed Forces did not bother the
- local residents, and has thus guined tleir confiflence and their esteem, It
can be said that they have exercised constructive inflvences over the local

population,

V1. THE ASPIRATION OF THE LOCAL RESIDENTS

Of the wihole local po»lulation, 20 percent stand for the imobm vement of
the strategic hamlet, most of tnese slements belong to the top ten percent of
the rich nonulation of thke ramlet and/or the relatives of our civil servants
or soldiers, To tteir mind, once consolidated, the strategic namlets will
ensure tveir security and orevent the VC from coming to the nhamlet and levying
their so~czlled taxes, Besides, the immlet will also defend tl.em from different
suhversive activities of the vnderground VC,

gigﬁty nercent of the hamleteers show their‘complete apathy toward
hoth sides, Most of them are farmers,, They said that the hamlet would
prevent them from doing t.eir farming works, Besides, tihe defense network
of ditchas and fences Tad rendered t.e traffic difficult, There are also a
certzin oumber of hamleteers that dared not ex»ress their oninions openly for

fear of nossible nunishment on the part of the Govermment, When asked on



T4~

the corcolidation of the ﬁaﬁ;ets[‘1hgyion1y5;&1d‘ﬁahﬁé;fﬂttat wa& a0 to the'
Govermment, h

As to the secunty of the hamleteers, they would like the- Natmnal Boverment
' to engrre t'eir security once it eru11dl the tamlet, Otherwise, tuey dared

not ‘ive in tte ramlet due to the frequent £a2id of the VC and the subversive
ac+1v1t1es of. the- underground cadres of the VC. They also wisied tiat the
_aovernment armed forces would malre freanent watrols in the vicinities of the
;!nsﬂlet in daytime as well as in night1me.'-'

| 41th regard to the Maticnal autnorlties, The hamleteers would like the local

governﬂent services..to be comnosed of memhers elected by themszlves, These
must be righteous and orly think of the 1nterests of tue local res1dents-
Besides, the local authorities should not bother and threaten t,e hamleteers,

So far =s the economic questions are concerned, the namleteexs wonld like the

Covermment to nrovide them wit!. a water pimp to irrigate their rice-fields in
the ?orfhcoming harvest. As a matter of-fact,Jthis-hamlef is essentially an
apriculfurpl region, most. of iiu neoila derive their liveliiood from farming,
but sirce their rice-fields are situated in tf%e uplands, they have ‘to nire a
water puMp to bring water into tueir fields at tae cost of 60VN$ an hour, This
._represents.guite a great exbvense fbr them as tliey are mostly pobr.

In repard to the health ancd sociad secur:ty, thqywould like tne Government to

set up a ﬁ;svensary or a first aic station run by a nurse so as to treat their

sick, o R

V1I,. THE ACTIVITIES OP T'R PSYWAR TEAil

Sur team %as visited 133 families in the hamlet and has séudied the case
of each ome of these families and listened tb their complaints,

To these familiés‘we have.distributed 100 conies of the Pree World
Magazine, (Vietnamese version), 100 copies of Huong Que magazine (pastoral
flavor) 160 boxes of tea,

THE DESEI'SE SYSTEM OF THE “AMLET
- The 3,2 00 meter defense network of the hamlet, composed of ditches,

bairted wire fences and bamboo fences has been almost totally destiroyed by the

VC, There is only one *uvndred meters of barbed wire fences left,
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VITI, REHAIKS AND SUGGESTIONS OF TEHE USY WAR THAM

A, mmar

The hamlet Administrative Office as well as the militia hawe been
dissolved, mosat of their membeh have been demoralized, they get uctmﬁ and ave
now much ‘afraia 4F hﬁ W, As @ result, they lose their confidence in the
. Sovermment and id the local au'@horit:lea. They tnink the local mithorities ave
po longer in a vposition to ensire, effectively, their security, ili.uty-.em
nercent of the defense netwdrk of the aemlet bas deen dnfrwui by 'hm.
In fact, the hamlet is too lirge, and tae fence stretched on ‘too wide an ares,
therefore, tre “amleteers cennot control it proderly.  The ¥C -qn.’n_ slip in the
bamiet easily. . T : o

B, SUGGESTIONS ? _

We ‘think it would be proper to set up a well atigned fence when we
rebuild the hamlet so as to facilitate the patrof of thé nilitia,

-1t is,’ in our oninion, of utmost importance that the Govermment
renresentatives as well as the secmrity. forces make freguent v:ls:.t to the’ mlet
20 =5 to ingvire t!ae- confidence to t.e local resldents. 'l'hae MOD=UDS lwnched by
our arded Tortes m the v:u:m{t!.es of the. hanﬂet will eut down the infiltration
of t’:e YC and will m'eveht them from levying their so-called taxes. (Por eu:h
acre, the hnf‘wners -ave to nay the VC 1,000 piasters iu tax, an¢ tie temln
300 »iesters) '

Ll

Team chief:
Mguyen Dinh Tho

SIS observers
TPad Dinh Mioh -
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Civ/IC ACTION TEAM II
Ky-Chau Hamlet ‘
"Binh. Quoi Village

January 28,. 1464

I. THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ﬁNRMIEs AT THE HAMLET AF‘I‘ER THE
ﬁﬁVEﬂEEﬁ"T‘ﬁEVﬁEﬁTT@N

‘A, The Mllitary Situation ‘ ‘

Early in November; 1963, the Ap K; Chau Danh-ve ﬁére'
. 1instructed to maintain their defensive position. It 18 to be
" noticed that these are the newecomers, freshly transfenmn to
that Dan-ve Post. The VC being informed of the aaid aituation
thus cauéed bj'the Revolution, sent a platoon of well armed
guerrillas to Ap Ky-Chau. On their arrival: at the hamlet,
the VC rushed to Ky-Son markeét” place in search f our Combat-
youths "They then destroyed the Hamlet office, encircled the

'7 Dan-ve Pcst, set fire on it and mined an iron bridge near the

Dan-Ve Post. As a result, the mine has torn away some iron
£irders of the said bridgk. But after the VC retired, we!imme-
' diately repaired 1it,
In launching that attack against the Ap ﬂg Chau Dan-Ve
-Post, the VC cnly aimed at showing up their potential forces
" to the hamleteers. The attack thus planned will, to the VC
mind, demoralize the local population and the Dan-ve, On this
ccoasion they have also urged the Dan-Ve and the hamleteers to
Jdzleel to their-Sided and torpedo the strategic hamlet poliey
cf the Government . _ - ' |
In the course of" t:he a.bove autack, the VC emer;ed from
three directions.. Their first column came from the direction
of Ap Vinh-Hung, Vinh Cong village, the second from Phu Nbai
Tri ‘'vlllage, and the third one from Ap. Thu, Binh.

During that surprise attack, the Dan Ve had to step-
back to the defensive position and sustain the VC fire to pre-
~vent them from reachiny; the Post. Besides, they didn't have
any counter-attack plan.



7T~

However, after the abuve- mentioned event, the Dan Ve
have held a meeting and dbegan to calk over their shortcomings
and their strong points in the course of the attack. From that
da)y un they have changed theirp derensive pPlan and went to the
Strategié points to mount guard. The Dan-ve postc lies. between
two larué rivers and two immense rfoe-fieids. They scattered
their men at the embouchure of these rivers. As a result, the
VC could not, from that time onward, pbreak into the hamlet

easily. They dared only venture in the vieinities of the river
banks and fire into the Dan ve Post.

B. The Politieal Situation
In the course of the said attack, the VC have scattered

a great quantity of leaflets, Besides, they did not launcéh any
propaganda campaign, and could not for the Same reason exercise
any influence upon che hamleteers.

In other hamlets, however, the VC sathered the children
and taught them how to recite their songs and told them hand
down these songs by word of mouth - to thelr classmates. But the
teachers veing informed in time of the VC machihation, have shown
to ti:e pupll the fallacious propaganda of the VC.

II. GENERAL REHARKS ON THE _ATTITUDE OF THE LOCAL RESIDENTS
- TOWARD THE ENEMTES - :

Of the whole local population, 10 percent’ support the
enemies. (7 percent do so out of fear, 3 percent show an obvious
sympathy for the VC), 10 percent show complete apathy toward
osoth sldes, and 60 percent stand firmly for our cause,

T..e reason, why we have galned an overwhelming percentage
of the popular support in this hamlet, is that ihe hamlet 1is one
of the most prOSperous in the region. It has a large market
wlth thronging streets.’ In the past few years, the VC have
ccme to the hamlet and levied their so- called taxes. The
hamleteers have now realized .he true face of the VC, they cannot
suffer any longer their fallacious propaganda version and thelr
heavy ta.xes .
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YII. OUR ACTIVITIES IN THE INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE HAMLET

A. It is remarked that all the.members of the Hamlet
Administrative 0ffice have a hign morale and are very diligent
in their wérks. The Village Counc1} staff is, on the contrary,
lethargic: In fact, being not fiﬂmls gupported by the Govern~
ment ,they have lost their confidence. Theirp moralqwand their
efficienoy have thus been lowered. o

B. With pegard to the militia, these only exist nominally,
but have let down all their activities since they are not
supported by the local authoritiea.

C. As to the securitj forces of the hamlet, 1t is noticed
that the Combat- youth organization has been dissolved. The
Distriet authorities have taken back their'personai arms. Sone
of the combat youthsm resume their civilian lives, others Jjoined
the Dan Ve, the third group Joined the Civil guard. (There were
cwo Combat youth sections, one was well armed the other was
not}. ‘

_ There exists presently only about a platoon-of Dan Ve
garrisoned in the village post. '

IVv. THE PRESENT SITUATION IN THE HAMLET J
A. Prior to the Novemoer 1 Revolution the hamlet had a
population of 725 and a tocal of 154 houses (original houses).

B. Presently, the population remains at the same level

since the relocated families did not :iore out..

of tbe whole population of. the namlet, 30 percent
are well off, 50 percent can only get a bare living, and 20
percent are poor. | 7 :

‘The large percentase of the local popdlation.derive thelr
liveliiiond from trade and are accordingly in an easy conditdion.
FParming works are onl; of second importance, they largel; depend
upon their business 1n the market for their living.



chgbhgmkgﬁ‘innghlgmnts stand fﬁr the rehuiLﬁing and the .impreve-
menk-c:the-haglet, In faqt, prior.tq the. setting up of .the
hamles, Lhe:Veuged to come. Lo 1t to, laqych thelir propaoanda
caspakan gud. levy their so-called iaXe.. But from the da; when
thma&::a!zw#e..‘hmhe&; was, erected, tues:-.;\f-ﬁ;; dared.not make thelr
aEpearaneex,and. the hamleteerg.can ean:tbeir living. in peace.
Ten.-peroent. .of the. ham&eteenﬂﬁppauqd ‘themselves tc be
totadly apathetle. to, the government, Taking up a passive
astitudes they said-all is up to the. sovernment, they don't
want: co-take-part actively 1n the ‘prOSrams of the government.

l. In.order to. 1mprove thqir -economic 1life, the hamlec-
eeﬂﬂgwoﬁldnllkﬁ,the_Governmgnt.to_pﬂonide them with the credits
by, means:of  whigh they will do their farming works and breed
poultry., . ': | - i.r, .
2..A8;tp: their -social welfare, the hamleteers would like
to.agk: the. ;overpment to have a maternity and a dispensary
erpeted. for-thedr sick. They. also should like the Government to
have- new.class. rooms built fer thg;r‘éVef inereasing puplls,
They also-requested the Government "to. pravide the dispensary
with: medecines:. I a o o

Remarics. and. suggestions, of the Civic-Action Team

We-have talked over our lnves-.igation and think that the
above: mentioned- aspirations. of the hamleteers are legltimate.
As: a: matter.-cof: fagt, the hamlet population 1s numerous. Besides,
the 1nhabiltants: of the supreunding hamlets. such as those of the
Vinh Cong;andtth,Njgi‘Tri‘hamlgtsﬁeonverged also to Ap Ky-Chau
te: earn thedr living. The sgrting up of a maternity and a
dispensary .and/or a firet aid stetion 15 of utmost importance.
Moregver; this hamlet: ls situated: ab: an area.which is too far
frowm the capltal city, and 1t would take the hamleteers too




mugh time to move their siok to. the Oapital city. The last
nepotist regime hae promisod too much, and has not, as.yet,
done anything for the 1ntoroﬁt of the local population. It
is for that reabbn that ths hamleteers have lost all their
conridence in the Government. - In helping the hgmleteers 1~
prove their standard of living at the right moment, we will
eventually gain their oonfidence anew, and 1hstill in them
the conviotion that their.struggle is worthwhile.

Team Chief:
Pham Van Tung

a8 .
USIS QObserver:
Do Minh Nhat .-
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SPECTAL REPORT ON T BINH RUOI
VILLAGE INHABITANms" mmmioms

e K@fﬁh&w irhabitants weuld 1ﬂke to ask the Govern-
ment Lo hﬂ#& ‘& maternity elinice and a dispenaary bulilt for them.
‘This, hiops that tike dispensary will be adequately equipped with
a1l kinds of Tactitties and ™ by & rmrae.

Reapens - Ky-chau is the main- namlet of the village it
:hus a village offise run by the Village 00uneil -& Dan-Ve Post,
st = threnging market. However, it is losated far fram the
‘ogpital odty. The absence of a meternity elinic and a dis-
‘peneary will render the lives of the hamleteers unbearable,
sdnoe they don't have any other healtn facilities.

- II. They would like tn ragquest the Govermment to eet up
new sohodls for their children.

Regaons - For the time being there are not enough classrooms
for an ever-growing number of students., AS a matter of fact,
the pressnt number of classrcoms is inadeguate and there are
not enough rooms to accommodate the puplls that come from the
surreunding hamlets, such as the ones of the Vinh-Congz and Phu-
Nsal tri villages. As a result, che puplls are being divided
into two greups, the first group attend the morning classes,
and the sedend the afterncon ones. They, thus, have only four
elass-hours instead of eight as oefore. And yet, there is
presently net énough space to enroll all the pupils. To remedy
the situatlon, the local authorities save requisitioned a pagoda
to accommodate che pupils. It is to be remarked that the
pagoda doesn't have any sunraunding wall and cannot s;ive a
proper shelter co the pupils in the rainy season.

III. The hamletsers weuld like to get credit from the
Natlonal Agricultural Credit Office (NACO) to do their farming
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work and to raise their livestook. Without che ¢reditv, it
would be diffiecult for them to derive their 1itelihoqd*rrom
their rioé fields.

, Reasgns - In 1963, the v111abe inhabitanta in general ‘and
the hamleteers . in:particular have not succeeded in getting
these long promised oredits thouzh they had submitted their
_application forms to the NACO 0ffice conoerned. |
, .T.1e hamleteers were worried about the fact that the

v1llaue Council members did not sta;.in the village. In faot.
..beins afraild of the terrorism of the VC, they had fled te the
opovince, This 1is wh,, any time the hamleteers have something
to do with the village Council mem.ers, the, have to Join taem
in the province by buses. This represents an extra expense -
to the.hamleteers,. and sometimes they do not meét the villa.e
counci] members. This 16 quite a time consuming affair; -and
that's labor lost, (except in eases wien tne Village Couneil
. members come to the village to lev: taxes). ' The hamleteers
wondered why the village council members have to flee that way
co the province, when the Village seat 1s situated in the Hhamlet
and in .the hamlet there 1is a. Dan-Ve Post, and a thronging
market surrounded by densely populated streets. ‘

Besides, the hamleteers became. suspicious, t:ey did riot
have much confidence.in the Village Council members. The
latters are, to the hamleteers'.mind, much too lethargic and
in trying to get out of all troubles'they beqame_pro-écmmunist.

‘Reasons - The hamleceers think that the Viliagé"COuncil '
15 formed of puppets’ picked-up by the VC. The VC have then
mana;ed to have-their underlin.s electeéd or-assigned io the '
Village Council to serve as a soreen te cover .heir subversive
activities. = - T - e ‘ '

N e

Proofs - The village-head and the Village Police. Officers
are rich people, So far, iLheir families live in remote hamle.3
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that are supposed .o be under the VC control. The financial
commissar is a rich business men, he owns a fish-Sauce factor;
wnich is located in faroff Ap Binh Son. It is to be noticed
that the VC came over and over agaln to Ap Binh Son, 1in the
daytime as well as at Nighttime. The hamleteers wondered

why the sald Financial Commissar of the Village Counecil had
abandoned his family and his nucc-mam factory and ran for the
election co the Village Council as a financial commissar, whose
salary 1s far lower than his income as the managér'of‘the'fish-
.sauce factory. (For instance, as the manager of ‘his own fish-
sauce factory, he can earn at least 15,000 piasters a month.
Now that he volunteers to work for the-Village Council as a
finanelal commissar, he has to entrust the mana&ement:of‘nis
factory te his relatives. The monthly income can be reduced

to 10,000 VN$, which makes a loss of 5,000VN$ a month. Mean-
while, as a financial commissar, he can only earn from
1,400VN$ to 1,700VN$).And at that time, these elements have Lo
pay money to the VC. Accerding to a well-informed Source from
some hamleteers. only in Binh Quol Village, the VC had succeeded
in gathering 360,000VN$ in taxes in 1963, and yet, the VC said
they were not successful in that jyear. We also krnow from our
informwers that each enterprise has to pay to the VC from
10,000VN$ to 30,000VN$ 1n tax every month, in accordance with
the degree of thelr importance. ‘

. Remarks of the PsyWar Team - In our opinion, following
are the reasons whyithe namleteers have submitted the aovcve-
mentioned regquests to the local authorities, and followln, are
also the causes that produce thelr worry cencerning the attitude

of the Villaze Council members:
1) With regard cvo the settin; up of a maternity clinic

and new dlspensary - Th1§ request 1s o our miand ver, legltimate,
since a large percentage of the populaticn is now living in the
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vieinities of such viiiages as Phu n_al tri and Vinh Cong, where
the maternity c¢linic and the dispensary and health facilitles
are completely non-existent, Since chiese vlllages are situated
in remote areas, 1t would take the 8igk, often unalded, a gfeat
deal of time and mone;.to'gb'ﬁdhﬁﬂé prov1nce. On the other -
“hand, this hamlet 1s densely-populated, it has a Villayge seat,

a large. market, a Dan-ve Post and thronging streets. Befare,
the Government had promised to have a maternit; clinic built

f»r the hamleteers, but so far mcthing has .een bullt except

a first aid statlon, that 1t 1s not adequatel. equipped, and
there 15 noc enough medicine to be distribubed co the hamleteers.
'Moreover, it is not run b, an adequate staff,

© '2) As to the school - It is remarked that besides the
children of the residents of thils hamlet, tnere-are also chose
of the surrounding hamlets that require a school. It's why

a great number of these chlldren are not yet enrolled. in any

of the exlsting classrooms. And the cnlldren that are now stu-
dying in the paseda, requisitioned b the local authorities te
accommodate them,. may zet sick 1n the rainy season and in the
dry season. The pagoda does not have any surrounding wall,

3) 1In recard to the a@ridulpgrél credits ~ During the

past few years, the-Binh Quol Village innabitants in gzeneral
and the Ap Ky Chau residents in particular, have continuousl,
gotten the credits from the NACO and Have paid then back in
time., The reason wh, in 1463 tiie hamleteers could.not get any
credit was that Mr. Chuong, the NACO Officer and tie then Village
nead had abused each other. In faet, in 19,2, when he came to
the villa e to distribute the NACO eredits to the uamleteers,
Mr. Chuong, the NACO Officer, had proved himself to be teo
arrogant toward the hamleteers. here upon, Mr. Thoil, tile then
Villae head, who 1s now a member of the Civil Status Office,
had eriticized Mr. Chuong. And frem that time onward, Mr.
‘Chuong has always born Mr. Thol and the whole population c¢f che
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hamlet a rudge and as a result, he retused to deliver the
credits in question to the hanleteers. ‘

Now as to _the . Vill_§FMCouneil - It 18 remarked that the
Villaze Council members show a complete lethargy toward the
situation of tHe hamlet, and as Ssuch, the; onl, think of keepihg
themselves out of trouble and be:in, in the long run, to take
up & pro-cosmunist position.

Proofs - The villazse council ‘memoers have been elected
“ by popular. vote in accordance with the decree 45/NV of the
Ansient Regime. This decree has also its shortecomings owinb to
witieh the VC can easil put their underlin:s in the key posts

of the Village Council 8o as te protect their underground cadres.
The pronfs showed that in the past, (when the Villase Council
members were not in exile) any time the VC came to the hamlet,
they did not g% and search for the Villase Council members wut
for Mr. Bay, the sllversiith and other elements. Happily these
had succeeded in escabing. Moreover, it is qQuite .a strange
thing that the present Village council members who are now “in
self- 1mposed exile" in the capital city of the province, used

Lo return o their original nomes in faroff villages whie.: are
now supposed to be urider thée VC ccntrol in tue da)time as well
as at nivhttime. And what is stranger is that these people
were not arrested and bciiered b, the VC. Suen.is the case of
the Finanqial Commissar who sot home usually so as to look after
the mana ement of his "auoc-uam" factory at Ap Binh-Son. The
PsyWar teams were often sent to faroff field trips thru Ap Binh
Son. At their departure, the team mempers did not see anj;thing
at Ap Binh Son, but upon their return, they saw all kinds of
leaflets and pandernles spread by che VC. The. one has to ask,
where do tre VC emer, e from other than Ap Binh Son iLself°

In shori, the fact that the Villa_,e Council members feizned

that t. ey were afraid of the VC and that they had to take refu e
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in t.e province is only aﬁp@re.triqk,a;minq at deceivin; tieir
superiors while they are actually covering the destructive

a

activities of tieir Red nagtersy

Su.gestions - We ghing 4t would be proper for the Government
to s ratify the aSpirations:and the requests of the hamleteers:,
80 as to win them over again from their present apathy toward
our cause and to gain their confidence anew. As & matter of
fact,. the last naepotist reyime has losc tihe support. of the
hamleteers by promising .too .much, and by ‘doing nothing.  Besides,
we also. think 1t is of utmost importance to change or replace:
the corrupted members. such as: the NACO Offiger b, the rizhteous
ones. Sueh a black sheep is very dangerous to the reputation
of a whole government organlzation.. T.is is also one of our
shortqomingswin our present'struggle.aiming at working up-.the
populationfagd at uniting them in the comon strusgle against
‘the communists. '

Cadre 1n charge:
Pham Van Tung

USIS Observers:
Do Minh ‘Nhat -
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CIVIC ACTION TEAM I

- Ky-Chau Hamlet: -

Binh-Quol Villkgh

January B3, 14¢4
34

I. GOVERNMENT SITUATION

The people complain about the village police commissioner
who lacks the spirit for. serving the people. Siuce the day
he replaced Police commissioner Phuong; the people rarely see
him present at the village's office, ‘He spends his time every-
day to attend to his own family business. A. long intervals,
he made 118 appearance in the village's office fer a while, then
hurried out., If some provincial or district representative
looked for him people in° pérmanence at thre office; according
to his instructions, would 8ay ihat he was going to collect taxes
with the village council members. Fromn time to .ime, there are
people who had the goog fortune to mee:c with him and request
him to settle some affair in the village, but he deliberately
refused to take the affair into consideration.

The people are worrying very inuch about the three Binh-
Quol village adminiabrgtion's members: village representative,
finance commissioner and police commissioner. They don't know
why the three have left their working place for their houme area
to earn their living - 1i.e. Bimh~Thuy hamlet wh.ich 18 rezarded
as under total VC domihation - while their working place 1s
oconsidered relatively more secure. The three afore-mentioned
men have stood for election in the village's council, that was
under VC incitation, so that they could conceal thelr true
activities with regcara to the upper levels.

II. PEOPLE'S ASPIRATIONS
The majority of .he hamlet's compatriots request the
Joverument to build up a maternit, hospital in the hamlet, and




appoint a mid-wife to take char.e of this,hospital. This
would be of great help to the*hamlét'éJﬂeople. Expecting women
would no longer have to go to the chieftown.

The maJor1t3 of people in the hamlet having children
going to Behbol earnestly request the government to repalir the
road linking the village gate toe Binh- Quoi market, near the
elemenuary school (400 meters long, 5 meters wide), 80 ﬁhat the
road is not muddy in the rainy season. Tuls would prevent bhe
schoolboys froim trudging along when .going to school, and make
the market cleaner: In this way, the people will pe fully sa-
‘t1sfied with the government's help.

Cadre in charge:
Nguyen Dang Mal
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CIVIC ACTION TEAM I. .
Ky~Chau Hamlet = . '
‘Binh-Quoel Village

_January B8, 1y64

VIO

Subject : Peoples' worries about the village coupeil...
“foer investigat;on_among_the people in Ky-Chau i.amlet,
we are gilven to know that the local people are worr,ing very
mueh about the Binh-Quoi village council's working method,
because 1ts meﬁbers~rarely come to work in the village. T:uey.
make thelr appearance once or twice every week, but never enter
into contact with the people. People asking for necessar,
papers should go to the council members' private houses they
hire in Long~-Aa, sperd tooc much time - sometimes wll day long -

in walting and money 1in displacement

‘sked Dby peaple, the village councll members replied that,
because of security feasons, they could not come to the village -
50 people having affairs have to go to Long-An o meet with
them. The pepple also iuform that tlhie village couuecil members'
hemes are at Binh-son and Binh-Thuy hamlets are pegarded as
insecured places,nevertheless, they regularly went home without
fear. Meanwnile, they feared to come to the villaze's head-
quarters in Ky-Chau hamlet, a place considered seeure in the
course of the day, and reiatively Secure at night; moreover,
they could sleep in the post.

The people request the upper authorities to order tne
village council memoers to come to work recularly in the village's
headquarters.

Niuyen Van Hal
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CIVIC ACTION TEAM I
Ky ~Chau Hamlet
Ainh-Quol Village -

Januaby EB. 1‘ €4

SubjJect : Request for a maternity hospital in the hamlet.

Up to now, hamlet women, on the point of confinement should
have gone to the provincial chieftown. Ky-Chau hamlet . at pre-
sent 18 the one located in the villaue town where the popula-
tion 1s dense enou n, nevertnerlesa, ‘the people there never got
igovernment s help to build a maternity hospital so0 fhat ex-.
pecting wcmen are not oblibed to gomway fram.the ha.mlec, .espe-
cially in the present time where 8security 1s lacking, making
displacement ver¢ difficult.

In the past, the hamnlet's managerial committee and’ whole
population have requested the District authoritles to- build
a iraternity hospital for the benef*t of the hamlet, an estimate
of quantities and oosts is enclosed in the request, but 1t da:d
"ot get District's approval because of lack of money.

At present, the people in the uamlet earnestly 1iope that
the bovernment w1ll help khe uamlet build a maternity hospital
Y meters 1ong, 7 meters wide, covered with “fibro- cement . -Such
a construction will fully satisfy a long-standing aspiration
of the hamlet's compatriots.

" Cadres in onarget
P.T. Chau
Nsuyen Dang Mal
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CIVIC ACTIO TEAM:'I
Ky-Chau Hanml&g .
Binh-Quoi Villabﬂ

January 28, 1uéd

Subgect: PeOple's aspirations

The common aSpiration of-the compatriots in Ky~Ci:au hamlet
is that the . government will help the namlet _uild up a maternity
hospital with enough facilities for expecting women's confine-
ment, and a rural m1d—wife. Up to now, expectin. women in c.his
hamlet ‘had to S0 to tne provingial ehieftown which 1s 5 kilo-
meters away from the hamlet. The road to the chieftown is not
in gond condition and traffic is verJ difficult, especially
at night.

In this work, the homlet only requests the government :
to provide it with .construction naterials, the local people will
supply manpower.

The loecal people earnestly expect the government to help
them in this work, which would ve a great favor tcward the
needy people in the hamlet.

Signed: - Nguyen Van Hai
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~ CIVIC ACTION TEAM I
HbasDifu Hamlet
Eda Phil Village
February 17,1964

I. Enemy pgtlivities situation in the strategic hamlct after
November:1, 1963 N | |

A, Military
The enemiss showed up bégulhriy and virtually sontrolled

the whole hamlet, They dug booby:traps and planted "Death Spot"
placards (our Team has brought back twg . such placards). The L
hamlet's defznse syétém has been totally destroyed; 1ts fence
razed to the ground, | ' )

B. Polléical

' The hamlet has been submerged with enemy leaflets, posters
and slogans. Following\are soﬁe éategories that éur Team haé

brought back: _

1, Leaflet deallng with 1ﬁstructions to be followed by
governmsnt units or individuals leaving the national ranks for
the commuaist side. T

2. Lzaflet enhancing.enemy victoriesé _

3. Slogans calllng upon soldlers nbt tolgo‘to mopp ing
up operations during the Lunar New Yeab,.ﬁrging them not to work
during this period. ' _'

4, Cartoon about Ngo-Dinh-Diem's overthrow on November

1, 1965,

5. Drawing dealing with pzople!s welcome of government

deserted soldlcers,
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The enemles regularly orgonized study meetlngs to call
upon youths to enlist in their armed forces, persuade the
hamlet'!s compatriots to oppose the army's and government's line
and stand and £ly away when we éome in.,

As a result] the people are disturbed and afraid.

As for us, we have no plan to cope with the situafion.

Our volee did not reach the hamlst, so the people there have

been leaning toward the enemiles,

II. Genoral remarks on the people's attitude wlth regard to

the geﬂies.
A. Siding with the enemles out of fear of them, 75 percent.

B. Following the enemies because of 1iking them, 25 percent.

111, Government activitles at the hamlet level.

A. Hamlet managerial committee.

Has voluntarlly disintegrated; slipped away when

government officials or army came in.
B. Haomlet council.
No more activities, Has voluntarlly dispsrssd.

C. - Popular organizations.

Have voluntarily disintegrated after insecurity again
relgned over the strategic hamlet, and the hamlet's system of
defense had been destroyed by the enecmies,

D, Security forees,

There are no more combat youth's activitiles. Before,
there was 1 eombat youth squad, but it already has voluntarily
dlspersed.
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Militiamen = Came to the hamlet atlﬁery long intervals.,
Civil guard forces = Came to the hamlet only on the
occasion of military operdtions.

work influence.

A1l government offices (administrative authorities,
Information, Youth, Civic Actlon, National Police, Army branches)
rar=1ly have thelr representatives coming to the hamlet, so there

is 20 bad influence among the people.

IV. Strategic hamlet present situatlon.

A, Pacple's life

1. Rich and fairly rich 25 percent
2. -Enough to llve on and needy 75 percent

B, People's aspirations

At present, the majority of thes people in the hamlet
don't want the strateglc hamlet to be re-bullt. They think
that to 1live 1In a strategic hamlet is to iﬁcur VC menace to
their 1ife. All those who think so are of the peasant class. .-

About secqrity

The compdtriots in the hamlet earnestly hope that
government offieials and armymen comlng.to the hamlet wil]l not
ereate difficultiss against then, make them disquieted, confused,
They should rather serve the people, make the compatrlots have

confidence in the government.

About soclal welfare

The pecple carnestly hope that the government will
endow the hamlet with a health station and a male nurse to help

the compatriots in case of sickness, because the hamlet is far
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away from the provineial chieftown and the village as well.
The people request the government to endow the hamlet
with an elementary school so that their children will not have

to go to school too far from their homesi

Ve Team's getivities _
The Toam has pald a visit to each famlly and sought to

understand the compatriots' aspirations, In addition, the

following gifts have been distributed to the compatriots in the

harmlect.
1. Th® G131 Ty Do ’ 100 coples
2, Hudng Qu8 100 coples
3. "Vietnam in progress" exercise books 100 coples
4, Leaflets and newépapers - 200 coples

Defense szgtem

Communication trenches and barbed wire fence have been

destroyed by the enemles over a length of 2,500 meters.

VI. Team's remarks

411 homlet's organizations have ceased activitles and
voluntarily disintegrated; the people are leaning toward the

enenles.

The hamlet's defense system has been totally destroyed by

the enemles.

Team Head:

Neguyen-Bi-Ting
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CIVIC ACTION TEAM II
Hoa~Dieu Hamlst
Hoa-Phu Village
February 2,19864

1. GOVERNMENT SITUATION

The people complained about the attitude of enlisted men.
belonging to Platoon 3: P4, under the command of Platoon head
Nguyen-van-Baj. They came.to See Mr. Pham-van-Chua, a hamlet
resident and required the latter to pay land rent amounting to
2;010$VN, pretending that %iss Sau, the land owner, had allowed
Mr. Nguyen-van-Bay to collect land rent for her. But, Mr. Chua
had already pald land rent to Miss Sau, and he explained the
fact to Mr. 2ay's men. The latter, howeﬁer, closed their ears

to Mr. Chua's expianations, and despite Mr. Chua's supplications,
confiscated his identity card and that of his wife. Mr. Chua
had then to sell his furniturc, and five days latef, came to
pay 2,ClC4VN to Mr. 2ay to recovar the confiscated identity
cards. Hs was handed a receipt bearing the number 3 and dated
February 25, 1963, Signed by ir. Bay. Later, it was found that
Ar. pay has spant all this sum.

The people in this hamlet also complained about Mr. Bay's
cnlisted men's bad beshaviour. Hach time these men came in,
they forced the hamlet 1esidents to provide thom with cookod

rice and alcohol. After fcasting, the:y made an infernal row
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and: blazed away with their weapons, ¢ ng disturbance and
féap: amomg-the: hamdet residents. Befora leaving the hamlet,

tﬂav useﬂ$thﬁnuhthnnaaandrducks'to organize feesting again in

the posts..

Riguesting the government to hui&ﬁﬁgp.an elementary school
with 3 classes in the hemlob. Reason - Children are many in
thie: Hamlsdy. bt the village school is too far away from it, so
the majority of them have to qﬁkt school. The few children
who continue to pgo to school have to andure great pains, espe-
cially in. ths rainy season. Thus, it is carnestly requestsd
that the governmend will holp build am slementary school in
the hamlet to amswsr its rosidenbs' aspiratioms.

The majority of families with children having served in
the govermment's armed forces such as Combat Youth and Militia,
and besn killed in the exereise of thsir dutics, earnestly ask
th: govarnmant to help them by &ranting.them‘expﬁopriated‘land
or publie land, so that thoey eould sern their living. Such 1is,
for exampls, the case of the Tamily of Ar. ¥hi, Combat Youth

Squad Head, who was ki1lled in fighting the VC.

A« In Hoo-Dims hewmich,the VC have planted many "death spot"

placards. Ve have fired wmany shots at these "death spots" and
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brought back two such placards.

B, Thoro are too many VC lceaflets in the hamlz=t, with
varioué.propaganda themes. Loaflsts about South Vistnam Hainnall
Liberation Front's policy, Ho-chi-Minh's Now Year groetings and
lzeflats calling upon soldiors and officers in the Vietnamese
army to stand up to struggle for poace. Thesa propagdnda

docuitants were handed over to the USIS observer.

. Cadrs in charge:

Fguyen-dang=-¥Mai

#
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CIVIC ACTION TEAM II
Hoa-Dieu Hamlet

Hoa-Phu Village

Subjeet: Aspirations of the hamlet's compatriots.

1. ouilding an elemontary school. Because the hamlet 1is
4 uilomzters away from the bBinh-Zuol Elzmentary School, and
th: accomodation road to th:e school i3 not in good condition,
a zZreat number of children in the haml:t do not go to school or
do go only from time to time.

That 1s why the vsople In ths hamlat sarncstly rzqguaest
the governnont to help bulld up an elementary school so that
thelr children do not becoms illiterate just bocause they are
not given, in view of th: circumstaness, a chance to go to
school from thalr childhood.

Thers are some 50 children h:re who cannot go to the
villazxc ¢lamentary school,

The pegople only raquzst ths governmint to provide them
witih bullding materials, thoy will contribute manpower to the
construetion.

2. LHstablishing a health ztation. Also bzcaus:z the hamlet

1s too far away {rom the village, tho poopls here roguest the
crovernmant to set up a hoalth station In the hamlet.

A haml:t youth would rccaeive nccessary training sc
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that hs could take charge of the hamlet's hzalth problom and
of maintaining medicine for the hamlot residonts! sake.

The pzopls had alroady made those suggestions to the
former regime in the report on the setting up of a strategic

hamlet, but they got no answer.

Signad: Nguyen-Van-Hai





