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8 .... TIl'} vr~or.t. war - The N-uwmJ \fnyCrnraept or the jViet-C§p'" ym 
win. tId. war ? . 

. , I" . 

The schoolboy's c.-inion'" TQ) w:in this waf th~ J.Tiltiohru. Goverlllnont can not use 

"enly force- ••• tho GoverQ!l.e~ t1Uet p::.;Y ;orent uttention to "lJOrSUIlclinClt the l-OOl'lc 

by cJq..1ainiD.,! tho "just =e- and CI.nyill€. out "jus'!' nctions n. The ..,eo..,le are 

very an;:;ry at the Viet-CQllg's actions, ••• somet1m.es. The Viet~CQng cUeo have I!l!lUO 

tl:e 1.'<301'1e'S living coniitions and lUG" uneasy. Sometimes thoy tIotWelled the 

i.eOj.,le to ljIe~ them over the peor.J.e'l;I capacity. That is why the OverutionB of t 
the GoverlllJlent miiat be orgahized with discipline. No l;Io1J.ie'1" can be l-ermitte,] to '\ 

cteul, even u 1'lun1:', from the people, not to mention u Juck ora hen. The disci-

11ine of EUC!; 01;erntions wni win the 1'OOl'le' over to the Nutional CoverlllJlent's 

sBe, and the 1iiet4ng wlll1Qse this4lf. 



.. -~--~-

TRiJlSJ"j'lTIOt-1 IMID SUl&RY Qf 
nl'l'Ettvml~ wITH THE' PF;QfW Jl'1 THE COUNTRYSIllE. 

(Phu-Khuolli! strategio 11omlet) 

The interview beGins With a woman pe~Qnt about I 

I. - The ;19vdrrunent soldiers' behavior. 

l.ocor.lill6 to the woma.n peaSant,., thR, pflople ,f.raise' the" bollav1or of thu. 7th Division 

s::.lJiors nnd 1'nrutroopers. On tho oontrary, number of redsoarfed-sol<liers have 

troublc<! the pool'le very lftUoh. Thll8o: ~tln used to searoh for tho 1'eOple'6 hens, 

:!ucks, cocorruts, etcqreeardlll8sof the peo~)le's lJrotoetatiollS. The loo1-1e nrc 

very unhuHY. Th.., Liberution troo,l.>B (The V1"t-~ng) alscalways OOJDpell the 

people to leave the strateg~o Hamlet. 

J
" ~. -The l';uternity and' the people's w.pirqtion. 

,ocoI':lin~ to a pe...sunt, the people tire ,in need of u hute~nity Ilospital., l:iome 

months ago, an IMpaotor C'.iIIle to tho vill~f!e unn promised to help the people bqild 

:" Wlternity h?'spital but the Maternity hospital is not built, though the province 

hus .:riven thd village councilu "elivery orJer of 100, OOBl' .of COlllont. Ironically 

,enou:~, no bag has been tr::.nsported to the vill::.ge. 

3. - Tho Viot-COn,,'s tux. 

J.ccording to the peasant, tho Viet-COner used to come to the vill,,~ pt the 

,besinning of the hurvest to collect purl,ly und money. (from tho tenth month to 

this prdllent time). ' Tho Viut-COnl':'S tux is 20 bushols of puddy ~ 500 piastroe. 
, . 

Most VC tax-oudros arc the natives of DIlng Ny ~ village. The poasant suys 

that, in this villugd, thero is u squad of It',oj, Scm, u Vi{lt-(;~ng military oaUre. 

B.:lsiJes, thero is (.Qso a company of Hoang-Gia (a secret nome); 'Tho squau of Hr. 

~h'ci-Scn has the duty to w:>rk in this villug.:l whilo Nr.Hoang-Giu's comp~,ny is a 

mobile uhit, wnrking in u broador SI,hero. 

4. - The Vi11u?O Qouncil. 

Th., villuge council is partial. Those beinr, frion(ls of the villufo council's 

membors nre served well, encountering no diffioul ty, und vico-versu. To have u 

pormission the poople !ilUst pny 20 piastres. Thi6 fOil is u heavy tux for the 

lMCll,le to en:luro. 

5. - !lli!..§trat~..:19 Hgrolot indOl!l~ • 

• ,coorJing to thu 1'0Ilsunt, tho in,lumnity is a.l.wnys !Jni. I tu tho po0l'lu having 

bufful""s (In .. l rice-fiul,:s; that is to say tho rich people. Thoro is a strunao 

oase whor.:l nnv man, coming from uoothor nr3u, WIlS erunteJ in(lcrnnit.y. In briof, 

• • 
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, ' them) wereunjustllnU :lllogol nctiollS in the tlistributicn of' tho Strategic 

Hamlet indemntti'l 
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TRANSLATION AND SUMMARY OF 

INTERVIEWS WITH TIm PEOPLE IN ,THE COUNTRYSIDE. 

(K;y-Chau StI'ate.~id :Hamlet) 

The ihterview begins with a peasant aoou~! 

r. THE LOW SrIRI1J.OF THE VILLAGE OOUNCIL. 

According to the peasanG, ttle Village Council seldom 

pa;ys visits to the villagers, - especiall,\' since t.he /llil1tary 

Revl')lut,ion. Moreover, t.he people suspect Ghat the Counoil 

Representative, the Financial Commissioner and the Polioe Co,,,­

missioner oould be "stooges" of the Viet-Congo The Counoil 

Representative and the Polioe Commissil1ner have their houses in 

the Viet-Cong oontrolled area - and Ghe;y remain safe and sound •. 

So, the peasant says that: 

a) The villaGe Cl')uncil works only for its own benefit, 

that is to say, f'Jr tl;e benefit of the Counoil Representative 

and Commissioners. 

b) The Counoil Representative, the Finanoial Commissioner 

and the Polioe Commissioner oan be considered as "seoret agents 

of the Viet-Cong" dis(';uised as Government high-offioials to pro­

tect the viet-Cong's s;ympathizers and cadres from being arrested 

or "exploited for informations" by the Government's Seourity 

force. 
Ac~rding to the ~easant, the Police Commissioner must 

be a soldier. 

~ II. ON THE VIET-CONG'S TAX. 

The peasant discloses that in this ;year the Viet-Cong "as 

collected 363,000 piastres of tax from the people in this area, 

.,et l;he Viet-Cone; still complain that "it is a failure". The 

Viet-Cong used to come tn this area flJr propaganda 1n the ni_.nt 

and sometimes in the daytime thej appear at the other end of 

• • 
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the br1dge >_ _Us\!ally ~ti6\it 4 or 5 men w-1 th rifles. and the" __ 
are all village guerrillas. Acc('rding to the peasant. in 
order tel capture OJ: kill l,hO,e i'Suerrill.a.s. one must reconstruct 
that frail bridge. 

III. T.!:ii ,I\ECONSTRUCTION OF THE STRATEGIC HAMLET. 
A<1cording to the peasant. the people want to ,live in peace 

and security. So. the people in this area will agree with the 
rec~nstruction of the Strategic Hamlet. There would be about 
80 percent all of' the people agree-ing aotively with the re-

, . , 

ccnstruction of the Strategic Hamlet. Only 10 percent of the 
people disagree with the rec~nstruction because they have re-

, ' 

latives living in the Viet-Cong controlled area or they are 
, indoctrinated -by the Viet-C'ong I s pr~paganda'- The other 10. 
percent is of non-aiiti ve' people. If forced tel build the Stra­

tegiC Hamlet. the~ wil1. 

IV. o.N THE AGRICULTURAL CREDIT OFFICE. , 

The peasant complains that the Agricultural Credit Office 
has failed in supporting the people. Moreover. the Office 
cadres have alwa~s made difficulties with the people. In other 
viilages., the Agricultural Credit Office cadres are very easy 
an~ the people enc~unterno aifficulties. According to the 
peasant, even the present Agricultural Credit Office Chief gives 
no support to the peasant. 

V. ON THE VIET-CONG' S INFLUENCE TOWARD THE PEo.PLE • 
• 

o.nly the pe:lple in remote areas are "influenced" by the 
Viet-Cong's propaganda. On the contrary, the people living in 
the district, near the market always Side with the Government. 
For example, in this Hamlet (Ky-Chau) about 80. percent of the 
people follow the Government. WIlile 80 percent of the pejple 
in 4 other hamlets (in the Viet-Cong contrclled area) is 
"influenced" by the Viet-Cong and follows them. 
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VI. ON THE PEOPLE'S OPINION TOWARD THE GOVERNMENT. 

The people living in the dIstrict or near the market. 
far from the Viet-Cong; always foHow t1'1. Government. But 
sometimes, the people show disSlt1dtkdtlbn about the Government's 
cadres. Only "promises". no rea11zatioh!i. 

VII. ON THE VIET-CONG'S PROPAGANDA AND INFORMATION. 

Acoording to the lJeasant. in their controlled area, the 
V1et-Cong organize "Theatrical groups" and use"dancing and 
s1nging performances" to wIn the children over to their side 
by taking advantage of these performances to lis tort the Go­
vernment's actions and news. The pupils in the Viet-Cong con­
trolled area are very satisf1ed with these performances because 
the Viet-Cong "Theatrlcal groups" always are composed of teen­
age groups. On the contrary, the pupils living in the district 
and near the market show no interest. 

VIII. ON THE GOVERNMENT'S PROPAGANDA AND INFORMATION. 

The people in this Ky-Chau Strategic Hamlet for a long 
time, have received no film-showing from the Government's 
Information Service. They receive no more pampnlets, posters 
books leaflets, etc. - They also have no radio set and no 
loudspeaker. In brief, they are cut off from the Government's 
propaganda and information -. 

• 
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BnR XUYEN JIAr.UET 

People i s feelings abovt strategic hamlet: 

Through the in~erv;.ew, a hamlet 1r1toabitant disclosed that there were 

t!'ree families w'1o moved to live outside the ilam1et. Ac:ttJtding to him; he 

,.,refers to live otltsicle t"e "amlet for t!1e followiitg reasonsi 

1. Living wit'dn the hamlet, he could only build a house and could not 

"0 other works such as "lanting am breeding w:O.ich help him to get more money. 

2. Living outsicle, he can plant rice, breed chickens or '1lant fruit trees 

thanks to the large space,' and tl1at will bring him more income to extend the 

acrea"e c,f his cultivated lancl, 

I 
He <'idn't like to live within the ",amlet, but because i.e is a citizen 

of the national ~overnment, he has to obey the al'tltority'~ order aslting him 

to live l<ithin the hamlet. 

~rity condi+ions 

In the <'aytir1e the '1amlet is t'n<'er tho government's control, but at night, 

the hamlet belongs to Viet Cong 

Help from the government 

Since he moved to'live into the ·'2.mlet, he c:lidn't receive any help from 

the !,overl1ll1f'luto 

Agricultural credit loans 

The NA.CO grants loans to farmers once a year. !alt year-none 

Taxes: He kee?s to I)ay taxes for t,!C" [!,overnOlent, aoout 100 piastees per 

hectare. 'eanwt'ile, he has to "ay taxF.S for t",e Viet Cong if tiley come tfl 

collect tbem. He paid fro;' 200 Ul) to 300 "bstrers per hectare. iicst of the 

ha','l"t inhahitants "ave to "ay VC taxes, but they never give receitJt. 
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Soldiers' be'!aviour: Some of them are very hel.,tul, but there are some 

',/ho, ta 1'ing advantae;e of hell)ing peO'"lle to hDlove houses, stole mOileY I!l" jewelry~ 

So~time we ~ve to ofter or I)repare aeal' tbr them, bUt none of us cares to 

co.n"lain for fear of teDr{sals, 

" 

, . 

• 



, .. 

-157-



-158-

PSYWAR TEAM I 

Long An Province 

February 6,1964 

.. ' 

During their first operation at Binh Tam hamlet. the 

PsyWar cadres' had distributed books, mdgazines and food to' the 
. .. ", . 

hamlet inhabitants. This time,at their second visit, members 

of Psywar Team I were warmly welcomed by the people who were 

sympathetic toward them. 

After talking to the hamlet irihab!tants, the team obtained 

very good results. 

of the government. 

in the cadres. 

Thus, thanks to the efficient assistance 

people in this hamlet have great confidenc'e 

Following are details gathered by the team during the 

second operation in the. hamlet: 

1. At Binh Lap and Binh Tam hamlets, people are very 

cheerful and seemt9 believe in the new government because it 

has built a bridge which makes the communication between Binh 

Dong, Xom Vuon and Binh Lap much eaSier and quicker than before. 

Although the Qamlet inhabitants are happy and have confi­

dence in the new government, they still wish to see their other 

requests fulfilled. (The team had already submitted th",ir as­

pirations to the authvrities). 

In brief, the team has won people's sympathy during this 

operation. 

Team I leader: 
Pham Van Tung 
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BDIH TAY HAMLE'l' 

Th1s 1. a b1"1ef tnterv1ew wi th an old wmman in the 
hamlet. throUSh wb1ch she said that recently, a modieal team 
trom the 3rd paratrooper battalion came and gave care for people. 
The team metllben are very klnd they prepared themselves meals 
and didn't ask the hUIlet inhabitant to turn1sh them anything . 

.... -.. 
even fish sauce or. ~pper. 

They really gained the 1nhabitant's sympathy. 

Later, a aeoond team 1nelud1ng about 5 nurses and a few 
soldiers ealle. Atter oarlr1g for people. at n1ght, they organized 
musio entertainment and tr1fled with the soldiers making dls­
turbance of the J)9ace at night so that people could not sleep. 
Moreover they u.'" people's kitchen tools to cook sweet soup 
to eat wlth the soldlers. They used people's spoons to maye 
rythm and broke them. 

The next daJ. they quietly prepared their thlngs to leave 
the hamlet without cleaning J)9QPle's kitohen tools. 

The lnterviewel' sa1d that she detested and d1dn' t have 
sympathy 1'01' these strls. 
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PSYWAR TEAM II 
Binh Tay Hamlet 
February 6, 1964 

SUBJECT: People's aspirations not yet fulfilled by the 
Strategic hamlet reconstruction Team. 

'0 

During its operation at Binh Tay hamlet, the strategic 
hamlet reconstruction group had fulfilled some of the'people's 
requests address~d to the Government, such as the const~uction 
of a wooden bridge and the consolidation of the hamlet fence. 
Unfor.tunately, the Team has bee.n transferred to another hamlet 
before con,pleting many other pI'Qjects: . 

1. The hamlet fence was not completed; about 300 meters 
of the hamlet back side has to be fenced. 

'0 
2.' The· hamlet office has not been constructed yet. 

3. The team had prmmised to repair Mrs. Chay' s hOUl!!e and 
to recover her roof because she is very pOIlr.The team was 
transferre,d before starting the work. 

The above project!;' were mentionned among "people's aspi­
rations" transmitted to the authorities through the Psywar Team 
after its first .. ,operation in the hamlet. The accomplishment 
of the above projects will bring security to the hamlet and will 
improve people's standard of.living. 

Cadre .in charge: 
Phan Thanh Chau 

..... 
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PSYWAR TEAM II . 
Binh Tay: Ha.mlet 

February' 6 1964 , 

SUBJEC:. People's attitude toward the Teams in operation 
at the Hamlet. 

, , 

The hamlet inhabitants were very pleased to see the 

psyWar Team and to receive books and magazines. They were 

mostly happy to see some of their aspirations fulfilled such 

as the censtruction of a bridge to facilitate means of commu­

nicatinn. In less than two months, the government had finished 

buil~ing that bridge and this quick and efficient assistance 

has brought joy and confidence to the people. 

After the ~syWar Team left came the Strategic Hamlet 

reconstruction Team. The inhabitants were very pleased to see 

the cadres doing all the work oy themselves (instead of forcing 

the hamlet people to do the work f~r them) such as planting 

the iron stakes and making the hamlet fence with barb~d wires. 

As for the soldiers of the air-oorne unit who were at the 

hamlet as security forces, there were no complaints about their 

bahaviour. 

Here are a few complaints concerning the Me.ical Cell of 

the Faramilitary-group: 

On February 2, 1~64. the working team staye~ at Mrs. Ba 

Ngan's home. At 11:00 p.m., five paramilitary women borrowed 

pots, bowls, etc. tc make some "sweet soup" t(') eat in open 

air. After eating. they organized a singing party with a few 

soldiers USing spqons to beat time. thus, some of the spoons 

were broken. After the "cultural hours", they flirted behind 

the haystacks, leaving the food in disorder in the yard. 
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According to Mrs. aa Ngan the hatlilet inhabitants have 
lost their sympath~ toward those paramil1tary women who 
"seduced" tbe soldiers and who 'flirted" at night. 

Other people said. "those prostitutes made noise by beating 
the spoons 

I-Ie were ver;), tactful in (;ur tnte!'view., -Ever.)> body in the 
hamlet claimed chat the pararnlll ta.r~ women started alIli the 
trouble there. 

Tran Van Sa 

Ngu~en Van Hal 
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B INK DONG S tratepc ,Ha!!!le-t:, 
... ! .. 

Tape almost inaudible. 

According to the rew mat can be heard, it is of an informal chat 

"ith a hamlet resident uho' complairied about the criticiSable behaviour 

of a group of (presumably artistic) female cadres carrying out activities 

in the hamlet. 

It is also of an incident between the intervieued people and one of 

these female ca.d:resr DUe to her ina.tten+. ion, the latter ViaS made afraid 

by the former, then aa guard duty. She made a lot of fuss over the incident 

and threatened to make complaints against him. 



People's opinion concerninG the Arm,y at Binh Done; hamlet 

During the second operation in this hamlet, the Team has uon peoplets 

sympathy 'l.nd confidence. Here are some complaints about the Army. 

A month ago, an airborne units to. tioned at 11 his hamlet was replaced 

by the airborne unit uhich supported the team during the reconstruction :0£ 

the homlE,t. Upon their arrival, the soldiers (of the 1st unit) borrcmed 

a pot from a family living near the Binh Lap "clssembly house" to cook rice. 

The family in question had told them, "He are only tHO in our family, nnd 

ue onn only one pot but, if you wish to borro\! it, go al).ead and take it". 

To that answer, one of the soldiers immediately S·O.lore and said: That's 

all right, you don't have to lend us the pot, just rlait and see, I i.lill 

shoot you to death. 

That airborne unit "as stationed at the h1:'.mlet only t\lO days and tvlO 

nights. After its departure, the families living near by lost about 10 

chickens and they nere sure that the soldiers 0;: thnt unit had stolen them. 

Team I Leader: 

Ph2.Il1 van Tung 




