
M'fT/F1rth arr1wd in Quito, Ec\wior on the 13th ot October~ l.965 . !'or 20 

~I, t.htIy trainad a platoon of selected _ aDd otfice1'8 fro. the Ecuador1aD 

lirboma Battalion aa Puersu Especiallatu Seeur1Qad. or Special Seeur1tT l'orce.. 

platoon serv1n& .. a Spacial Security Foroe on alert .tat.ua. 

(nIH) 

\ Ot the tw phS". ot the COtll'M. the tirst one collSiated ot 6 dqa ot • 

r counter1naurgeDC)' J'IItresl»r eourse conducWd in aDd at"01lJld Quito . The _COM 

pbase, lh dqII l.orlg, consisted ot a Field T1'a1n1ng Earcbe (m) Dear San\o 

Doll1ngo de loa Colorados. The .econd pbaae included a tift-dq Operational 

Readiness Exerc1ae (ORE) dur1Jlg which the platoon waa requ.irH to plan aDd UllCUt.e 

actiona in 12 counterlnaurgenq problaa araaa, ineJnd1ng patrolling, raidll, 

l ambushe. , priaoDer interrogation, and 80 torth. It vas durin, this latt.er part 

ot the course that. these tUJr. ware shot. 

/ --
The ORE initial. developll8nt gave the etudent-ecldie1'8 the bash 11 tuat.ion • • • •• 

an intell1genca 1'8port containing intol'lll8tion as t.o the lIhereabcuts ot guerrilla 



activit1ea and aigbted gaerrillu. 

--
Tbe _sage wu delivered to the Cuadorian platoon leader who developed 

b1a plan of action in the presence of HTT Chiet KeJor Firth. 

-
The platoon leader t.hen briefed his lIquad leaders. His plan was to 110.,. 

tbe entire platoon tl'Clll the base cup to intercept the .,veJll8nt ot the cuerrillu. 

---
Tbe platoon 8JlCO\lJ1tered IIIUddT and near:Q- illpusable trails enroute to its 

destination 1Ihich it reached late in the night. of the secolXl dq. The Field 

Training area is nnJ1 w1 ted and. extreJll8:Q- suitable to lIIOuntain and jungle tra1n1n,. 

--
SIIOIaI bollbe, boobT trape, deIIol1t1on cbarps, am nall anu fire lignalled 

another in • series of prrilla attaclal ap1nIt the platoon. The &uerr1llal •••• 

22 ot tbela •••• wre IISn froll the S8lll8 Airborn Battalion and were led by HTT _lIIber 

MSgt Vasques. The guerrilla bend operated successtul.l7, being 10 all hidden that 

it vu near:Q- impossible for the C8IIIera8 to cat.ch t.he. in action. 

However, on. prisODer vas taIaIn ••• searcbed ••• and questioned by t.he platoon 

lead r under the vatchtul e18 ot MTT I13l1lbera who were conducting t.he OBE critique. 
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On a a8lll1.-open area, the platoon •• tat-u.bed a drop 1I0ne for another pro _ ... 

an aerial re~ drop. (PAUSB) Hove'ftr, raci10 operators were unable to utabllah 

contact nth the baae caap to request the drop &lid give the drop sane location ••• 

110 the patrol began "Ying back to the base cup. (PAUSE) Alone the trail, 

OOwe1'81', rlaual contact was -.de nth the re-auPJllT plane, DOD grenadea were 

set oft, aDd a nccesstul re-auppl;r drop ... 1IIIde. 

Arter the re-auppl;r drop, the Eouador1an platoon leader dl!cid.d to return 

halt the platoon to the base caap, there to reaiD on alert statu. 

-
IbortlT after their return, a report vas rec.bed that the perr1l1a bull 

caap had been located. The _n .t1l1 in the Junela .,.,.d to attack wh1la t t,oaa 

who had returned to baae CUlp .. re to paraclmta in II8&l" the guarrUla base to act 

.. a blocldng force. 80_1', inc~ _ther forced the cancellation ot the 

airIirop. The blocldng torce wu then truclaBd in, the delq neceaaltating a niaht 

attack. 

(FIlM OUT) 

The guerrilla caap wu captured and pn.onare intarropted. The platoon then 

re-aaseabl.ed at their baae caap tor a t1nal crit1que and evaluation b7 !fTT Mabers. 
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