
Language Lab, Escuela de Armas, Oochabamba, Bolivia 
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A wealth of practical experience in everyday spoken English is being 

aoquired by &i~mtB Bolivian military and civilian students through the ~ ,r 
~time assistance of US Army Mission members in Oochabamba, Bolivia. The 

&fficers,Bmm NCO'a, and msnY of their wives help particularly the ZiIiti •• Bol Mil 

dependents practice english xaxi.gxS.3xtmiteKz~ learned in late afternoon 

claases. lhese classes are held at the US equipped language lab at the 

Eacuela de Armaaas where, during the day, officers attending the career 

classes study english as part of their regular curriculum. 

'"'he after-hours classes are free to dependents of the Bolivian military 
t¥u4t i'a- ~ - A- ,k. 

residing in Cochabamba)j They are under the supervision of the ~F .... 
the "Centro Militar de Idiomss de las Fuerzas Armadas de la N.cion" ,~orman 
Pictor, who speaks both Spanish and English fluently. 

Puofessor Pictor has been in charge of the Center since its inception 

as S seperate teaching agency designed to instruct Bolivian military careermen 

in either English, French, German, or Portuguese. This instruction is carried 

on in three of the four different military schools located in Oochabamba: 

the Centro de Instruccion de Tropas Eapeciales, currently with 22 Bt~ •• tB 

reguler military stUdents; the Eacuela de Oomando y Eatado Mayor, 25 language 

students; and the Escuela de Armadas, where the fully equipped Isb is located, 

with 18 AdvancedCourses students(NOTE: This school, to the Bolivian Officer, 

is roughly comparable to Officers career courses in the US, but here covers 

all branches. A minimum of six years service is required before an &fficer 

may attend this school). 
Bolivan Army 7th Division, Cochabamba, 

The ilIIl!lXu~ Military Language Centerj It':HRz&1i!f1il!Xl!rzi'bi;~I:XU2:ilulz:b1lll4 

was orga~ized in 1959 according to orders to that effect from General Alfredo 

Ovando, then Oommander of the Bolivian Armed Forc~s, and now President of 

the Republic of Bolivia. 
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, 
Graduating an average of 120 students per year in its four languages, 

their 
the Center this year has 18 unsalaried instructors which includes Mix members,&/wives, 

of the US Army Section, tiBAiMii USMILGP to Bolivia, in Cochabamba. 

Recen~ly, Bolivian Army Commander, Colonel David LaFuente directed the 

Eacuela de Comando y Estado Mayor(Command and General Staff College) in Cochabamba 

to create within itself a Department of Languages to be under the direct 

supervision of Profeasor Pictor. Also, Col. LaFuente ordered the Military 

Languag@ Center incorporated into the Table of organization of the Escuala 

de Aplicacion de Armas(School of Applied Arms). 

Aside ffom 

their voluntary role as instructors, the mission personnel and most of their 

wi~es often join the students in informal conversation-practice sessions. 

The 50-some after-hours students in English are Bolivian military Officers 

dependents, military c~vilian employees, NCO's, and Officers who want to 

supplement their regularly scheduled language training. These studencs attend 

2 hours of classes per week, using the USARMIS lab facilities 
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80;.rJ3ndE'~ of the Soli'viArl "~~.r'!ed :2'orces) i,'2:sued :'~~::T :)rders 

COCh2tc:1;'Ibf', 7th Divir::ion, uaoEr trJ' officipl n8 Y :--:f' of"C~'r"r;iiO 
D"- IL I ,-~j\~;\ S 
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CQUr2E fQr Fi:~~' Sc~ool p~;e ;rJu,n;~2-tfT2. 

8) Tlerr;ent8ry 
b) .'"c1'(/~::nc ee, C.JnvE':'sntion 

4) }Cor;5u",;uese 

t~) Fle~:lEnl,{:ry 

b) hdv~ncFd, C~nvE~sption 



Eeeh YEsr en aVeI'~:oE of 12J studEnts recf,ivE Certificetf 0:'"' 
CO~'~=-Jle t ion. 

j,ll thE instructors arE pEL'20nS 0:0 Good ',',·ill ,:1'10 dEvotE 
thEir ti:1€ and enEI'6Y in tr.f tE!=;c:-~i~6 of lS:"'6uat-=ocs v:itr.out 
receivinG f:1:J:.:.et2ry c8LTlfns~:tio::. for tteir '</,:0rk. T;:is C;.rou-:, 
inclucEs :'enbErs of the c.s. ltP£ll:Xill:X ,;r:ny :assion PelC '.'.'iVfS. 

In recoGnition 01' thE \,;ork: pel'f'ormE,d by the "CEnero ::Lii tar 
de Idio1:l8s de. 18s ~'uerz8s l':,rmflQ[lS ce 18 l'.;acior .. ", :J.€nerrll ~'v~~!nc:> 
hO~lUrEC :;~'1E DirEctor' rrJf. r.Dr~en it. ~'lctDr by I:18;::irliS t~i!rl on 
1=0n-JraI'J! :->~jor of ~he Jol::'vieJl l·:ll':-~~y. 

;~lso, CUE to thE rf-suJ.ts Jbtr-~:i:--,ed ~.y tnE V!JJ:'~-C :,F:::--f'Jr~1f'C: [-:,:",? 

the "Centr8 ~<ilit9r dE. Icid":1(lS ~e Ips FUErz8s ,:\r:JE_S_AS C:E 18 
i'~8ci6n", Col. David LaFu€ntF, Co.'Xsender of the. /;rmy, has 
instructEd thE "c'SCUEle de Con:ando y T'st~rlo ::8vor " (Go";",~,nc Rnd 
:}ener81 Staff Colle'5E-)J in Cochr-" bnmb2, to cre8tE in the EJc1-l:Jol, 
the Dppprt~nEnt of Lane;uflgEs to be DllCE:;:' the cUreet sc.:cer'visio:1 
of the Director of thE Centro ::iJ.it2r dE Idion"" elE 1~2 3'uerz.ns 
};r.r:Bcas CE 18 FAcion. 1'\180, by' order of the C0:lE18_n/'er of tr~e .'\rr.1Y 
t:::CE CEhtro :Tilit2r c.e Idiomes f;P s bEen i~corT,,0':'2ted to tre 
TRble of JrgAnizBtion of the FseDels dE AplicAei6n de Armes 
(School of Applied ;,rc.s -

" The 8entr:> tIilitr:r 0 e :idi8:;,8S 0 F 128 FuFrZ8S ),r'i18S::1S (~P 
10 ""',T c;; . ' II • ~ 

c~ ... ,-Clon functlO!:.S At t:-~F Y2CUP}R d_p ';nlic8ciD!1 de ;\,...nes, 
in COChRbwlbs, Solivi 8. and rclP:~p S LISE ;)1' t!':p fAcili tiE'S of 
tr..e LP::lJ,UPGE LAB teloLc~i.:16 t;) tl:e r~~it EO St~tps E~.r:rl=:· ,Section, 
xn:;;:;J{::1 r.;ilit8ry Group to 'lolivi3. 


